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WASHINGTON OFFICE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE . N .W . 

WAYNE K . HORIUCHI 
WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

February 20, 1976 

Mr. Robert Hartrnan 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Counselor Hartman, 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 20036 

1202) 223-1240 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS. JACL 

DAVID E . USHIO. NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
1765 POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO , CALIFORNIA 94115 

( 415) 921-5225 

It was a pleasure to rreet you at the White House today. The proclamation 
that President Ford signed rescinding Executive Order 9066 has ma.de 
Japanese Arrericans feel extreroely proud to be associated with President 
Ford. I only wish that our mutual good friend Buddy Iwata could have 
attended. I will report back to him regarding the cererrony. 

To follCM up on our conversation, I'm enclosing sare recent editorials in 
support of our carrpaign to obtain a Presidential pardon for Mrs. Toguri. 

As I rre:ntioned to you, the support for Mrs. Toguri is widespread. We feel 
strongly that she is deserving of rrercy. It's ironic that strong support 
for a pardon for her is earning from veterans of WW II who were stationed in 
the Pacific who enjoyed the radio shCMS that were attributed to her. 

I hope you will re.view the enclosed materials. I ¼Duld like to rreet with 
you on this matter. 

David Ushio 
National Director 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 
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IVA TOGURI: 
SUMMARY OF A TRAGIC CASE 

"The case was a political one. It arose in the immediate 
post-war (World War 11) period when the public temper 
was still inflamed against Japan and citizens of this country 
of Japanese ancestry. It was not merely difficult, but 
impossible to obtain justice at the time for an accused 
person of such ancestry, however innocent. Iva (T oguri) 
was one of the victims of the war. She became a casualty 
of our judicial system which failed to protect her funda-
mental constitutional rights, and failed to accord her even 
the decency of a fair trial ... " Thus wrote attorney Wayne 
M. Collins, Sr., in an unsuccessful petition for presidential 
pardon in 1968. 

The Iva Toguri case is a tragic story of how a young 

Using the name "Orphan Ann," Iva T oguri was one of 
many women announcers used by Japanese-controlled 
radio stations scattered in fourteen locations throughout 
Asia and the Pacific. But unknown to anyone in Japan at 
the time, American soldiers coined the name "Tokyo Rose" 
and applied it to any and all women broadcasters heard 
on Japanese radio. "Tokyo Rose" was a generic term, 
created from the loneliness, frustrations, and fantasies of 
the American soldiers - and the image was not entirely 
unfavorable. American soldiers eagerly tuned in to hear 
their favorite "Tokyo Rose" play the latest American pop 
music, read amazingly accurate war news, and dabble 
in humor and nostalgia. 

American woman was trapped in Japan during World War At the end of the war, American journalist capitalized 
II, how she became victimized by a romantic image on the tremendous curiosity about the identity of the 
ereated by American sot"diers-, anct-1iow she is still atteu=-t----1egenaary ,oRyoRose. lva1oguri was one of the many 
today, some thirty years later. women implicated, but she alone became the scapegoat. 

Iva Toguri was born in Los Angeles in 1916 and was 
raised in Southern California. Shortly after her college 
graduation in 1941, she went to Japan to help care for 
a seriously sick relative. World War II broke out before 
she could return, and she was left stranded in an unfamiliar 
country. As an enemy alien in wartime Japan, Iva T oguri 
faced severe survival problems: she was denied food 
rations, was repudiated by her Japanese relatives, and was 
without money. Japanese authorities constantly harassed 
her and demanded that she renounce her American 
citizenship and apply for Japanese citizenship, but she 
repeatedly refused. 

Since she had no skills in the Japanese language, she 
had to seek employment utilizing her English language 
ablilities. Wherever she worked, she encountered 
difficulties because of her outspoken pro-American attitude. 
Eventually, she was hired as a typist in the business office 
of Radio Tokyo. There she met three male prisoners of 
war (POWs) assigned to the "Zero Hour" (English language 
music program) who were covertly burlesquing the intent 
of Japanese broadcasts. When Japanese authorities decided 
to add a female voice to the yrogram, the POWs 
recommended Iva Toguri. Initially she refused, but after 
she was threatened by Japanese authorities and was 
secretly assured by her POW friends that she could help 
the American war efforts, she agreed. 

The U.S. Occupation Forces imprisoned her in Japan for 
more than one year without charges, without legal 
counsel, and without trial. After thorough investigations, 
the Department of Justice concluded there was no case 
and ordered her released in 1946. But when she applied 
to return to the United States in 1947, a fire-storm of 
protest was ignited by the newspapers and radio, and 
she was arrested again in Japan in 1948. She was ordered 
to stand trial for treason in San Francisco - then a strong-
hold of anti-Japanese prejudice. 

A Federal Grand Jury refused to indict Iva T oguri unless 
the American POW who worked with her at Radio Tokyo 
was similarly charged with treason. But when prosecutors 
promised to charge the former POW before an army 
court martial, the Grand Jury issued an eight-count indict-
ment against her. (The promise was never kept. The man 
was promoted to major shortly thereafter.) When the trial 
started in 1949, prosecutors quickly removed all non-
whites from the jury. Ironically, the prosecution's case 
rested largely on the testimony of two "turncoat" 
American civilian men who worked for Radio Tokyo. 
Other prosecution witnesses could only recite the legend 
of "Tokyo Rose," and could not identify the person on 
trial, The main defense witnesses were the three former 
POWs who had originatly asked her to broadcast. Iva 
T oguri herself testified she firmly believed she was helping 
the United States. 
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After the longest and most expensive trial on record at the 
time, spectators and journalists were nearly unanimous in 
predicting complete acquittal or, at worst, a hung jury. 
When the jury reported a deadlock, the judge reminded 
them how expensive the trial had been for the government 
and appealed to their sense of patriotic duty. Thus 
admonished, the all-white jury returned a verdict of 
guilty on one of the eight counts. The judge sentenced 
her to ten years imprisonment and a $10,000 fine. Loss 
of American citizenship was automatic. 

Iva Toguri was released from prison in 1956, with reduced 
time for good behavior. But the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service promptly attempted to deport her as an 
"undesirable alien." In 1958 the government admitted 
there was nowhere they could deport her, and reclassified 
her a "stateless person." In 1968 a federal court ordered 
the confiscation of her life insurance policies as partial 
payment of the fine. In 1971 the Justice Department 
summoned her into federal court to demand payment 
of the remaining fine. The fine was recently satisfied when 
her father died and left a will stipulating that the fine be 
paid from his estate. Three appeals for review to the 
Supreme Court were denied, and two petitions for pardon 
to the President were unanswered. 

Iva Toguri is now 59 years of age and lives quietly in a 
Midwestern city. She is still classified as a stateless person 
and is denied most civil rights. Iva T oguri firmly proclaims 
her innocence. A renewed effort is underway to redeem 
her name and restore her American citizenship via a 
presidential pardon. With the support of the American 
people, Iva Toguri may finally be accorded the justice 
to which she is entitled. 

The preceding is just a brief outline of the ordeal and 
tragedy of Iva Toguri. For further information and a free 
copy of the booklet, "Iva Toguri (d'Aquino): Victim of a 
Legend," please contact: 

The National Committee for Iva T oguri 
Japanese American Citizens League 
1765 Sutter Street 

September 1975. 

San Francisco, California 94115 
(415) 921-5225 
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IVA TOGURI 
(d' AQUINO): 

VICTIM OF A LEGEND 
Published by 

The National Committee for Iva T oguri 
Japanese American Citizens League 

1765 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, California 94115 

(415) 921-5225 

September 1975 _j) 

No charge for single copy. Charge for additional copies equal to the postage 
rate. This booklet is published in the public interest and may be reproduced 
for any non-profit purpose. The National Committee for Iva T oguri would 
appreciate receiving a copy of any reprint or use of this material. 

Donations may be made to the "JACL Iva Toguri Committee." 
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. INTRODUCTION 
Iva T oguri is a victim of a World War II fantasy - a powerful and persistent 

legend that continues to plague her today, some 30 years later. Trapped in 
Japan as a young American woman during the war years, she survived 
harassment by the Japanese government only to be consumed by a fictitious 
image created by American soldiers. She became a casualty of the prejudices, 
stereotypes, and social mores of that era, and was convicted of treason in 
1949. After her release from prison, the United States government continued 
to persecute her with deportation threats and property confiscation. She 
firmly proclaims her innocence, and a renewed effort is under way to clear 
her name and restore her constitutional rights. This booklet will describe 
(1) how a real person was stranded in Japan, (2) how a legend was created, 
and finally (3) how the real person became tyrannized by that legend. 
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IV A IKUKO TOGURI 

Early Years (1916-40) 
Iva lkuko Toguri was born on July 4, 1916, in Los Angeles, California, 

the first daughter of Jun and Fumi Toguri. Her father was born in Japan but 
naturalized in Canada, and her mother was a Japanese citizen: United States 
law prohibited persons of Asian ancestry (including citizens of Canada) from 
becoming naturalized, so neither parent had an opportunity to gain American 
citizenship. (This prohibition was not repealed for Japanese until 1952.) 
Three other children were born to the Toguris: Fred, June, and Inez. Two 
months after her birth, Iva Toguri's father entered her name in the genealogical 
registry at the family's ancestral village in Japan. This procedure, customary 
at the time, would have given her citizenship rights in Japan, but her father 
cancelled the registration in 1932. Her father did not register her with the 
Canadian government, so she lost any eligibility for citizenship rights in 
Canada. Thus, by the time she was 16 years of age, Iva Toguri was a citizen 
only of the United States. 

The T oguri family lived in predominantly white neighborhoods in various 
parts of Southern California: Los Angeles, Calexico, San Diego, and Compton. 
English was the primary language spoken at home, the family belonged to the 
Methodist Church and Iva Toguri's friends were mostly Caucasian. She 
attended public schools, music and business schools, Compton Junior College, 
and the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA). She became an 
accomplished pianist, was a skilled typist, and was graduated from UCLA with 
a bachelor's degree in zoology in June 1941. During her childhood and 
student years, she had very little contact with Japanese culture. She had many 
talents, but her very "all-American" upbringing ill-prepared her for the 
unexpected ordeals ahead. 
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Stranded in Japan (1941) 
Soon after her college graduation, her family learned her maternal aunt in 

Japan was seriously ill with diabetes and high blood pressure, and possibly on 
the verge of death. Because her mother was also bedridden with the same 
ailments, Iva Toguri was selected as the family's representative to go tq Japan 
and help care for her aunt. Because the matter was urgent, she had to leave 
promptly. The only available transportation was by ship, which took about 
two weeks (airline passenger service to Japan was not inaugurated until 1947). A 
passport took too long to obtain, so she secured a State Department Certificate 
of Identification and hurriedly sailed for Japan on July 5, 1941, one day after 
her 25th birthday. She arrived in Yokohama on July 24 with just enough 
money to buy a ticket back to the United States and with practically no 
knowledge of the Japanese language or customs. Her uncle, Hajime Hattori, 
met her at the pier and took her to his home. After several weeks of getting 
acquainted with relatives she had never met before, she applied for an 
American passport at the United States Consulate in Tokyo in August. She 
presented her birth certificate and State Department Certificate of Identification, 
but any person of Asian ancestry claiming U.S. citizenship faced considerable 
difficulties because this was during the period of total prohibition of Asian 
immigration under the provisions of the Immigration Act of 1924. 

She had not received her passport by October (she later learned her appli-
cation had been ignored), and she became nervous over the increasing war 
rumors in Japan. She contacted her father to ask if she should return, but her 
father reassured her and told her to stay longer for the sake of her sick aunt. 
Like most other Americans, her father underestimated the ominous war signs 
during 1940-41: for example, Japan was already at war in Asia and had signed 
a military alliance with Germany; the United States froze Japanese assets and 
imposed a total embargo on exports to Japan; Britain and the Dutch East Indies 
(Indonesia) joined the embargo and effectively cut off Japan's oil supply; U.S. 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull refused to negotiate reopening oil supplies 
until Japan ceased aggression and withdrew troops from China, Indochina, 
and Manchuria; Japan's Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoye (leader of the 
moderate faction) was forced to resign- and General Hideki Tojo (leader of 
the pro-war faction) took over as Prime Minister. Her father finally realized 
the danger and sent an urgent cable on December 1 instructing her _to board 
a ship leaving for the United States the next day. She frantically tried to get 
aboard, but Japanese authorities refused port clearance because she did not 
have a passport. It actually made no difference because that Japanese-owned 
ship was in mid-Pacific when Admiral lsoroku Yamamoto's Task Force 
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attacked Hawaii, and the ship was ordered to return to Japan. 

One day after the outbreak of hostilities, the Japanese Army Thought-Control 
Police (Kempeitai) interrogated Iva T oguri and demanded that she renounce 
her American citizenship and apply for Japanese citizenship - or else life in 
Japan would be "very, very inconvenient." She flatly refused, stating she was 
raised as an American and could never become a Japanese citizen. Iva T oguri 
soon learned the meaning of the Kempeitai's threats: she was classified as an 
enemy alien, her movements were restricted, she was denied food rations, 
and she was constantly harassed by the Internal Security Police and Kempeitai. 
Ironically, if she had succeeded in returning to the United States, she would 
have shared the fate of 110,000 other persons of Japanese ancestry (two-thirds 
of whom were American citizens) living on the West Coast (but not Hawaii) 
who were classified as the "enemy race," restricted by prohibited zones and 
a racial curfew, intimidated by the police and federal agents, and eventually 
imprisoned en masse. Iva Toguri's own parents, brother, and sisters were 
incarcerated at Gila River, Arizona. (The U.S. government called them 
"Relocation Centers" but the facilities were actually mass detention camps, 
complete with barbed wire and guard towers.) 

In February 1942, she learned that the neutral Swiss legation representing 
the United States was accepting applications from American citizens who 
wished to repatriate. A Japan-United States agreement allowed repatriation 
through neutral nations. Iva T oguri applied for repatriation, but without a 
passport she was informed her citizenship must be confirmed by the American 
consulate. On April 4, 1942, the American consular staff, themselves awaiting 
repatriation, belatedly processed her August 1941 passport application by 
attaching a notation stating that her U.S. citizenship was "not proved." Again, 
the lack of a passport thwarted her attempt to leave. 
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Abandonment and Survival (1942-43) 
Because of her outspoken support for the United States, inability to speak 

Japanese well, and frequent visits from the Kempeitai, neighbors taunted her 
aunt and uncle for harboring an enemy. Life became so intolerable that in 
June 1942 the Hattoris told her to live elsewhere. From that time on, Iva 
T oguri was on her own, and she very quickly used up what little money she 
had. Without an income and without a food ration card, she faced the 
possibility of starvation. She asked Japanese authorities to imprison her with 
other American nationals, but was refused. Job hunting was difficult because 
the only marketable skills she possessed were her abilities in the English 
language. First, she worked for a pittance (about $5 per month) as a typist 
and piano teacher at the Matsumiya English Language School. Later that June, 
she found a part-time job typing and monitoring English language short-
wave broadcasts at the Domei News Agency, where she met Felipe J. d' Aquino, 
a Portuguese citizen of Japanese ancestry. Felipe d'Aquino was working as a 
linotypist at Domei, and they became good friends (and were later married). 

In September 1942, she received a notice from the Swiss legation announcing 
a second and final repatriation ship. Since most of the diplomats and other 
supposedly important Americans had already left on the first ship, her chances 
of getting aboard were good if she could raise the necessary $425 passage. 
Unfortunately, she had no savings (her $20 per month salary at Domei was 
used for bare survival), had been repudiated by her relatives in Japan, and 
had no means for contacting her parents in America. She could not raise the 
passage money, and she cancelled her application. 

She was unable to purchase much food on her low wages and by June 1943 
she was suffering from malnutrition and beriberi. Nursed back to health by 
her friend d' Aquino, she regained enough strengh by August to take a second 
part-time job as a typist in the business office of Radio Tokyo'. There she met 
three prisoners of war (POWs): Major Charles Cousens, an Australian captured 
in Singapore; Captain Wallace Ince, an American captured in Corregidor; 
and Lieutenant Norman Reyes, a Pilipino (spelling preferred by Pilipino 
Americans) captured in Bataan. The three men had been experienced radio 
broadcasters prior to their capture, and they had been assigned to work on 
the English language "Zero Hour" since March of that year. Iva T oguri became 
friendly with the POW broadcasters. She spent much of her own meager funds 
to purchase food, medicine and tobacco, and at considerable risk to herself, 
secretly gave the supplies to the POW broadcasters and other prisoners at 
the Bunka POW camp in Tokyo. 
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In November, Japanese authorities decided to add a female voice to the 
"Zero Hour" program. The POWs persuaded the Japanese to select Iva T oguri. 
The POWs needed a trustworthy companion because they were covertly 
burlesquing the Japanese program intent. When informed of her new duties, 
Iva T oguri refused. She was then ordered to broadcast by Japanese authorities 
and was reminded she had "no choice" in the matter since she was an enemy 
alien without any rights. Refusal in militaristic wartime Japan usually resulted 
in severe punishment, including starvation, beatings, and even execution. 
Although she was not explicitly threatened with bodily harm, she was well 
aware of what happened to others who had refused and was conscious of 
the non-direct manner in which the Japanese spoke. Moreover, tvlajor Cousens 
took her aside, confided their scheme, and assured her that she would not 
harm and might possibly help the American war effort. Cousens' confidence 
won her over, and she read her first POW-written script over the air on 
November 13, 1943. 

In December 1943, she was forced to quit Domei because of constant 
arguments with other employees over her pro-American statements, and 
because her friend d'Aquino got into a fistfight defending her position. 

"Orphan Ann" (1944-45) 
Initially, she called herself "Ann" (short for announcer) on the air, but 

later switched to "Orphan Ann" because she identified with the comic strip 
character of "Little Orphan Annie." It was a bitter-sweet, self-mocking name for 
the young woman who felt lonely and forsaken, but who also thought she 
was resisting the enemy while waiting to be rescued from her predicament. 
In January 1944, she went to the Danish legation as a full-time typist, and on 
most evenings reported to Radio Tokyo to host a program of music, humor, 
nostalgia, and news. She read the scripts exactly as written by her POW 
compatriots, and her program was always aired from 6 to 7 p.m. Tokyo time. 
However, the female voice on "Zero Hour'' was not always that of Iva T oguri. 
She refused to work on Sundays and American holidays, and took frequent 
sick leaves. During her absences, she was replaced by one of the 13 other 
English-speaking women announcers employed by Radio Tokyo: six Japanese 
Americans, one white American, one Japanese Canadian, one Japanese Briton, 
one Swiss, one Japanese, one with Japanese surname of unknown nationality, 
and one with European surname of unknown nationality. Radio Tokyo had 
many other English language programs broadcast at different hours of the 
day, and each program had its own staff. Throughout her stay at Radio Tokyo 

.. Iva Toguri continued to risk her own safety by clandestinely providing 
American POWs with extra food, clothing, and blankets, plus scarce vitamins 
and medicine. 

On April 19, 1945, she married Felipe d'Aquino and converted to 
Catholicism. She became eligible for Portuguese citizenship under the laws 
of Portugal, but she chose to retain her American citizenship under the laws 
of the United States. (The Cable Act, as amended in 1931, extended the right 
to retain U.S. citizenship to American women who married non-American 
men of Asian ancestry.) 

During the war years, Iva Toguri's problems were similar to an estimated 
10,(X)() other young Japanese American men and women stranded in Japan. 
Some, like her, were in Japan to visit relatives, but most were there to attend 
Japanese schools or work for Japanese firms. Due to severe employment 
discrimination in the United States, it was not unusual for parents to ensure 
an alternative means of livelihood for their children by sending them to Japan 
for part of their education. Most Japanese American college graduates found 
that the only means of gaining employment commensurate with their education 
was to work in Japan. (Two such American college graduates working in Japan 
later became the key witnesses against Iva Toguri.) All of the Japanese 
Americans were placed under intense pressure to change their citizenship. 
Young men were drafted into the army, while others were forced to work 
for the government or war industries. With only partial education in Japan, 
most Japanese Americans could not compete with the natives for regular 
jobs and had to resort to their English language skills as a means of survival. 
When the war ended, the U.S. State Department proclaimed that Japanese 
Americans who served in the Japanese Army, worked for the Japanese 
government, or voted in a Japanese election had lost their American citizen-
ship in accordance with the Nationality Act of 1940. If this was true, Iva Toguri 
was no longer a citizen of the United States, and not subject to the charge 
of treason. (Later, in the 1950s, court decisions restored citizenship to 
approximatley 5,000 Japanese Americans affected by this State Department 
ruling.) 
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THE LEGEND OF "TOKYO ROSE" 

A Soldier's Fantasy 

Unknown to Iva T oguri, or anyone else in Japan, American soldiers invented 
the term "Tokyo Rose" and applied it to any and all female broadcasters 
heard on Japanese radio stations. The term "Tokyo Rose" was used as early 
as December 1941. Part of the experience of fighting in Asia and the Pacific 
Islands consisted of listening to a woman with a seductive voice, who played 
the latest American popular music, announced American troop movements, 
and read the latest war news. The soldiers ' knew the programs were supposed 
to be propaganda, but they felt compelled to tune in anyway and spread 
the word about the broadcasts. Soldiers laughed at the obvious propaganda 
ploys and enjoyed the recently issued American records, which they could 
not hear on American shortwave broadcasts. The legend differs according 
to the listener: some said she spoke with a British accent, others attributed 
a Japanese or Asian accent, while still others insisted she had an American 
accent and used ·American slang. The listeners even differed on the languages 
used: some said English was the only language used, but others claimed 
Japanese, Chinese, and other Asian languages were intermixed. 

The lonely soldiers undoubtedly internalized and romanticized what they 
actually heard, and there was considerable speculation about her physical 
appearance. "Tokyo Rose" existed more in the imagination than in fact, and 
the image was a fairly pleasant one. In 1944, the Alaskan Defense Command 
issued a bulletin instructing officers to urge their men to listen to the "Tokyo 
Rose" broadcasts because they were free from propaganda and were "the 
strongest factor for building morale of our troops in the Alaskan Chain." 
Just before the war ended, Captain T.J. O'Brien, Director of Welfare for the 
United States Navy, issued a citation to "Tokyo Rose'' for "meritorious service 
contributing greatly to the morale of U.S. Armed Forces in the Pacific ... by 
persistently entertaining them during those long nights in fox-holes and on 
aboard ship, by bringing them excellent state-side music, laughter and news 
about home." The citation was made i[l jest, but it also reflected the fact 
that American soldiers enjoyed the broadcasts. Also, a survey conducted by 
a graduate student at Pennsylvania State University in 1968 found that 93 
percent of veterans of the Pacific war thought the "Tokyo Rose" programs 
did not have a demoralizing effect, and 84 percent considered the programs 
to be successful as entertainment. 
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,!, Pre-World War II Stereotypes 

Historic stereotypes about Japanese Americans in general, and Asian women 
specifically, created an atmosphere whereby war-weary soldiers and civilians 
could easily transfer their fantasies and hostilities to a real person. Negative 
images of Japanese American originated in the 1890s, when the first sizable 
number of immigrants from Japan arrived in the United States and became 
targets for anti-Asian prejudice previously directed against Chinese pioneers. 
The anti-Japanese feelings were fueled by Japan's empire building in Asia 
(Taiwan in 1895, Sakhalin in 1905, Korea in 1910, Manchuria in 1931), and 
the newspapers were full of stories implying Japanese Americans were the 
outpost for an ever expanding Japanese empire. The newspapers depicted 
Japanese Americans as being unassimilable and incapable of loyalty to the 
United States because somehow their ancestral ties to Japan would pre-
dominate. This theme was later expressed by Lt. General John L. DeWitt, 
military chief of the Western Defense Command: "A Jap's a Jap. It makes no 
difference whether the Jap is a citizen or not. He's still a Jap and can't 
change." The anti-Japanese elements were very influential and succeeded in 
passing numerous state and federal laws discriminating against Japanese and 
Japanese Americans. By 1942, the negative stereotypes were so well implanted 
in the public's consciousness that there was practically no protest over the 
mass incarceration of American citizens based solely on a presumption of 
disloyalty. 

The image of the seductive and sinister Asian woman emerged during the 
height of anti-Chinese agitations during the 1880s, and became particularly 
prominent when Japan became a military power in the 1930s. Hollywood 
movies and newspaper cartoons confused and combined Chinese and Japanese 
images into a general "oriental" stereotype, and Asian women were portrayed 
as exotic, sexy, and smart, but always determined to corrupt the morality of 
white American men. 

Post World War II Animosities 

Public distrust of Japanese Americans did not subside after the end of the 
war. The well-publicized heroism of the Japanese American soldiers on the 
European Front (442nd Regimental Combat Team) helped but did not entirely 
ameliorate animosity against Japanese Americans. In fact, more violence 
was committed against Japanese Americans returning to California in 1945-46 
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than during the aftermath of Pearl Harbor in 1941-42. In August 1946, the 
National Opinion Research Center reported two-thirds of all Americans still 
believed Japanese Americans had spied for Japan, and only 13 percent believed 
they had no part in espionage activities for the enemy. Newspapers continued 
to reinforce distorted images of Asian women through such comic strips as 
"Steve Canyon" and "Terry and the Pirates." 

Immigrant Japanese were still prohibited by law from becoming citizens, 
from owning land, and from engaging in occupations requiring licenses. New 
immigration from Japan was banned, and 4,724 persons of Japanese ancestry 
were deported during 1945-46 (1 ,659 immigrant repatriates, 1,949 children 
accompanying parents, 1,116 renunciant expatriates). The bitterness and 
pressures during the mass incarceration coerced 5,766 Japanese Americans 
into renouncing their American citizenship, but nearly all filed lawsuits after 
the war to regain their birthright. (Court decisions between 1945 and 1968 
restored citizenship to nearly all renunciants, including those who expatriated.) 
American citizens of Japanese ancestry were still prevented from owning 
homes by restrictive covenants, denied empl_oyment in most fields, hindered 
in social mobility by antimiscegenation laws, and even dead soldiers were 
refused burial in home-town cemeteries. Japanese Americans embarked on 
a campaign to overcome these injustices, but the struggle was long and hard. 
The powerful anti-Japanese elements in California had not lost any of their 
vigor, so every issue created a prolonged court battle, bitter legislative 
campaign, or heated public debate. 

One of the important postwar issues was the question of statehood for 
Hawaii. The major obstacle hindering statehood was the fact that one-third 
of the population of Hawaii was of Japanese ancestry. Mainland Caucasians 
feared Japanese Americans might control the politics of the Islands, and were 
unwilling to accept the possibility of a Japanese American being elected to 
Congress. (The racial prejudices were strong enough to prevent Hawaii state-
hood until 1959.) All of these issues were being contested during the 1945-49 
period; they carried great import for· the well-being of every Japanese 
American, and in particular for Iva Toguri, who was in Japan and unaware 
of the circumstances closing in around her. 
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VICTIM OF A LEGEND 

Detention and Release (1945-46) 
By the end of the war, the legend of "Tokyo Rose" had become so ex-

aggerated that "Tokyo Rose" was probably the third most well known Japanese 
name to Americans (after Emperor Hirohito and Prime Minister Hideki Tojo). 
American journalists landed in Japan a few days before the formal surrender 
was signed, and began a frantic and competitive search for the legendary 
"Tokyo Rose." Harry Brundidge of Cosmopolitan Magazine and Clark Lee of 
International News Service hitched a ride to Tokyo with an advance party 
on August 31 and contacted Leslie Nakashima, a Domei News Agency writer 
whom they knew from before the war. Nakashima told the Americans 
that there was no person named "Tokyo Rose" and there were five or six 
women at Radio Tokyo who might fit their description. But the legend could 
not be deflated so easily. Undaunted, Brundidge and Lee asked Nakashima 
to locate any "Tokyo Rose," and Nakashima, who had a pre-war obligation 
to repay, accommodated them by introducing Iva Toguri . 

Brundidge and Lee, in army uniforms and armed, met Iva T oguri on September 
1 and offered her $2,000 for an exclusive story to be published in Cosmopolitan. 
That sum was a fortune for anyone who had lived through the war in Japan, 
and she agreed to their interview. However, when Brundidge cabled Cosmo-
politan editors about his "scoop," the editors rejected his article stating they 
would not glorify a traitor and refused to pay the $2,000. In the meanwhile, 
other correspondents were filing stories implicating numerous other women, 
and it soon became obvious that no single individual was "Tokyo Rose." But 
during this hectic and confusing period, Iva T oguri gained the unfortunate 
distinction of receiving the most publicity. She considered herself a heroine 
of sorts, and had no reluctance about granting interviews and signing auto-
graphs, not realizing the consequences would become so serious. 

Her triumph was quickly shattered for she alone became . the scapegoat. 
A few days after the Brundidge-Lee interview she was arrested, but inexplicably 
released the next day. The first arrest was probably engineered by Brundidge 
and Lee to prevent other journalists from interviewing her. She was rearrested 
on October 17 and held at a Yokohama prison for one month; then she was 
transferred to Sugamo Prison in Tokyo, where she remained for another 
eleven months. (Sugamo was the prison for Japanese leaders accused of war 
crimes. Prime Minister Tojo and six other high officials were executed there 
in 1948.) During her 12 months imprisonment, she was never informed of 
the charges against her, was denied legal counsel, was denied speedy trial, 
and was prohibited from sending or receiving mail (see Appendix A). She was 
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held totally incommunicado for over two months until a Christmas visit from 
her husband was allowed. Thereafter, the only person permitted to visit was 
her husband - for only one twenty-minute session per month. After an 
exhaustive investigation by the Army and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), the Justice Department concluded there was insufficient evidence to 
bring charges, and released her on October 25, 1946. During her confinement, 
government agents lost or destroyed their phonograph records and written 
transcripts of the alleged "Tokyo Rose" broadcasts. The case appeared closed 
and her life temporarily returned to normal. She settled in Tokyo with her 
husband, and became pregnant in 1947. 

Going Home (1947-48) 
Iva Toguri learned that her mother died in 1942 while incarcerated at 

Gila River, Arizona, and that her father, brother, and sisters had moved to 
Chicago. She wanted her child born in the United States (to guarantee 
her child acquire American citizenship), and she had a great desire to see 
her family. She applied once again for that long-elusive passport. She became 
one of the thousands of Japanese Americans stranded in Japan who sought 
to return home, but faced lengthy investigations concerning their activities. 
The American Consular officials told her she was "stateless" due to her 
marriage to a Portuguese citizen, but that she could re-establish her American 
citizenship if her passport application was approved. (Consular officials must 
have been unaware of the amended Cable Act.) 

The State Department was caught in a bind: if she was permitted to return, 
there might be a public uproar; but there was no legal means to prevent her 
entry because she was a native-born citizen cleared by the Army and the 
FBI. Moreover, the Justice Department was in the embarrassing position of 
having lost or destroyed evidence which originally cleared her. Hence, the 
government issued a statement to the press that "Tokyo Rose" had applied 
to return to the United States. The public outcry was immediate and im-
passioned. Radio commentaor Walter Winchell vigorously campaigned 
against her return (radio in the 1940s was a powerful medium). The American 
Legion and Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West, with a long 
history of anti-Asianism, issued strong protests. The Los Angeles City Council 
passed a resolution opposing her return on the curious basis she might 
adversely affect "loyal" Japanese Americans. Possibly because many Caucasians 
could not envision her as an American citizen, no one particularly demanded 
her prosecution for treason. The traditional goals of anti-Japanese groups 

• were for removal and exclusion, not prosecution under due process. The 
protests delayed her return, and in January 1948 her baby died at birth. 

Many newspapers, including the New York Times, published an appeal for any-
one able to identify Iva T oguri as "Tokyo Rose" to report to the FBI. Claiming 
to have a "confession," Brundidge dug up his old field notes from the 1945 
interview and delivered them to his friend, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. 
Attorney General Tom Clark rejected the notes as improper evidence, but 
Brundidge was not easily put off. Brundidge demanded and received a 
government-paid trip to Japan to get his notes signed by Iva T oguri. She was 
summoned by the Occupation Army to a meeting with Brundidge and John 
B. Hogan, a Justice Department attorney. She had been reading the American 
newspapers and was aware of the controversy surrounding her application 
to return. She was tired of the uncertainty, wanted desperately to see her 
family, and had come to the conclusion that if a trial was the only way to 
clear herself once and for all, she wanted to get on with it. Without legal 
counsel at this critical moment, she signed Brundidge's notes. 

Presumably on the basis of the Brundidge notes, Iva Toguri was arrested 
once again on August 26, 1948 in Tokyo and charged with treason. While 
the government had earlier denied that she was a citizen, they now used 
the same birth certificate in her passport application as proof of her citizen-
ship. According to law, when an alleged treason takes place abroad, the trial 
must take place at the first location where the accused is returned to American 
territory. Attorney General Clark publicly admitted she could not receive a 
fair trial in California. On the other hand, Hawaii might be too tolerant, so 
Clark initially announced she would be brought directly to the East Coast. It 
was a difficult, but not impossible, logistical task; and elaborate plans were 
made to transport her by air through Canada or Mexico. For an unexplained 
reason, Clark changed his mind and ordered her brought to San Francisco -
a city considered to be a center of anti-Japanese prejudice. The ship carrying 
Iva Toguri purposely bypassed Hawaii and docked in San Francisco on 
September 25, 1948. She was escorted off the ship by numerous FBI agents 
and brought before Federal Commissioner St. J. Fox, who read a complaint 
charging her with treasonable activities while in Japan. She was then taken 
to the old county jail near Chinatown's Portsmouth Square. She was finally 
home in America, albeit behind bars, and she saw her family for the first 
time since she left home in 1941. The Toguri family searched for a lawyer to 
defend her, but most attorneys turned down the case because the family 
was financially impoverished. Eventually, Wayne M. Collins, Theodore Tamba 
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and George Olshausen volunteered to represent her without fee. (Collins, 
a strong advocate of civil liberties, also was a non-paid volunteer attorney 
for Fred Korematsu's constitutional challenge to the wartime incarceration, 
the renunciants' fight to regain American citizenship, and the Japanese Peruvians' 
battle to prevent deportation to Japan. Collins took these controversial cases 
when the National American Civil Liberties Union and National Japanese 
American Citizens League declined to act.) She was, at last, accorded the 
right to legal counsel. 

Grand Jury (1948) 
A Federal Grand Jury was convened in San Francisco in October 1948 to 

determine if there was "probable cause" for the treason charges. After review-
ing the evidence, the Grand Jury refused to indict Iva T oguri unless the other 
American citizens involved at Radio Tokyo were similarly charged. Grand 
Jurors were especially insistent that Captain Ince, a POW who had worked 
with her, be charged. When prosecutors claimed Ince was still in the army 
and outside their jurisdiction, the Grand Jury adjourned without an indictment, 
went on "strike," and announced they would hold no further sessions until 
prosecutors prepared charges against Ince. Harried prosecutors then promised 
Ince would be charged before an army court-martial. Based on that explicit 
promise, the Grand Jury issued an eight-count indictment against Iva T oguri. 
(The promise was never kept Ince was promoted to major shortly thereafter.) 
In historic hindsight, the eight "Overt Acts'' charged seem vague and inconse-
quential (see Appendix B). 

Following the indictment, defense lawyers made a motion for bail, but Federal 
Judge Louis B. Goodman ordered her confined without bail. She was in prison 
for nearly two years (counting her imprisonment in Japan) before her trial 
started the next year. 

All-White Jury (1949) 
At the arraignment before Federal District Judge Michael J. Roche on 

January 4, 1949, Iva Toguri pleaded innocent to all counts. (In 1943, Judge 
Roche denied a Habeas Corpus petition from Mitsuye Endo, an American 
woman involuntarily detained despite the government's lack of charges 
against her. This was one of the important test cases challenging the con-
stitutionality of the mass detention of American citizens based on ancestry.) 
In the preparation for her trial, defense lawyers petitioned the court to subpoena 
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defense witnesses from Occupied Japan. The judge denied her constitutional 
right to summon these witnesses in her favor (see Appendix A). Meanwhile, 
prosecutors, who were provided with a list of potential defense witnesses, 
teletyped the names and addresses to the FBI Office in Tokyo. FBI Agent 
Frederick Tillman, accompanied by armed American soldiers, called on the 
Japanese witnesses and intimidated them (see Appendix D). The judge allowed 
transportation expenses for one defense lawyer and one translator to travel 
to Japan to obtain written depositions, but most witnesses were too frightened 
by then to cooperate. The prosecution did not have such handicaps. 
Prosecutors brought 19 Japanese witnesss from Occupied Japan using 
government transportation, paid the witnesses $10 per day with government 
funds, and allowed them to go sightseeing for several weeks in California. 

The trial began on July 5, 1949, in the Federal District Court in San Francisco 
with Judge Roche presiding. Jury selection proceeded with unexpected 
speed and was completed within two hours. Eight non-whites (six Black 
Americans, two Asian Americans) were on the first jury list, but prosecutors 
used peremptory challenges to remove all eight. Prosecutors were allowed 
12 more peremptory challenges, but as soon as the panel was all-white, 
prosecutors announced acceptance. (Special Prosecutor Thomas DeWolfe 
was an observer at an earlier treason trial for T omoya Kawakita in Los 
Angeles. The three jurors who held out longest against conviction were 
reported to be minority persons: A Black American, a Jewish American, and 
a Japanese American.) The defense also accepted the all-white jury of six 
men and six women. 
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The Prosecution 
Attorneys for the prosecution were Frank J. Hennessy, head of the Justice 

Department's Northern California office; Thomas DeWolfe, who had success-
fully convicted t rn el I el Gilla1s for treason; John Hogan, who accompanied 
Brundidge to Japan; and James Knapp, a new Justice Department lawyer. The 
prosecution was required to prove Iva T oguri committed treason as defined 
in the Constitution: "Treason against the United States shall consist only in 
levying war against them, or adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony 
of two witnesses to the same overt act ... " (see Appendix A). 

Clark Lee opened the prosecution's case, testifying that Iva T oguri admitted 
to him she was a broadcaster at Radio Tokyo. However, Lee could only 
testify as to what she allegedly told him at that single interview, and he had 
no direct knowledge of what went on at Radio Tokyo. Co-accuser Harry 
Brundidge was present in San Francisco during the trial, but strangely enough, 
the prosecution did not call Brundidge to the witness stand. The reason 
became obvious when the next prosecution witness was cross-examined. 
FBI Agent Tillman testified he knew that a key witness before the Grand 
Jury, Hiromi Yagi, was bribed by Brundidge to falsely say he saw and heard 
Iva T oguri broadcasting anti-American statements (see Appendix C). Brundidge 
was not allowed to testify - apparently because the prosecutors, the de-
fense attorneys, and the judge all agreed that Brundidge was an unreliable 
witness. 

Several former soldiers testified they heard "Tokyo Rose" while stationed 
in the Pacific Theater, but they contradicted each other on the broadcaster's 
voice, accent, theme song, language, and time of program. The inconsistency 
was due to the fact that the soldiers actually heard different women, on 
different programs, at different times, broadcast from different locations. The 
ex-soldiers were actually identifying the legend of ''Tokyo Rose", not the person 
on trial. None of the prosecution's American witnesses saw Iva T oguri commit 
the overt acts charged. Also, the prosecution did not present any recordings 
linking the defendant with the overt acts charged . 

Thus, the prosecution's case depended on the testimony of Japanese officials 
present at Radio Tokyo during the war. Shigetsugu Tsuneishi, former Lt. 
Colonel in the Japanese army and chief of propaganda broadcasting, testified 
under cross-examination that "Zero Hour" was supposed to eventually contain 
propaganda, but it never got beyond the point of building listener interest 
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with appealing music. Tsuneishi said he waited for a Japanese battle victory 
to insert propaganda, but Americans won every battle after "Zero Hour'' was 
inaugurated, and he observed, "Propaganda broadcasts from the losing side 
were rather ineffectual." He said English-speaking women broadcasters were 
used on 13 Japanese-control led radio stations besides Tokyo: Arai, Bandung, 
Bangkok, Hsinking, Korea, Manila, Nanking, Rangoon, Saigon, Shanghai, 
Singapore, Soerabaja, Taiwan. (The specific locations in Korea and Taiwan 
were not identified.) 

The critical witnesses for satisfying the constitutional requirement regarding 
treason conviction were two "ex-Americans" who claimed they saw Iva Toguri 
engaged in broadcasting as charged. One was George Mitsushio, who was 
born in San Francisco, attended the University of California at Berkeley and 
Columbia University, but left for Japan in 1940 and eventually became the 
civilian chief of the "Zero Hour'' program. The other was Kenkichi Oki, who 
was born in Sacramento, attended St. Mary's College in Moraga and New York 
University, but left for Japan in 1939 and eventually became the production 
supervisor at Radio Tokyo. Both men claimed they changed nationality by 
signing their names in the Japanese family registry. According to the Jus 
Sanguinis laws of Japan, this action made them Japanese citizens; but they 
did not legally renounce their American citizenship before the U.S. Consul. 
They were technically citizens of both nations, and therefore were subject 
to treason charges by the United States. Oki testified he was not appearing 
voluntarily but had been brought forcibly to San Francisco by order of the 
U.S. Occupation Forces. Newspaper commentary focused on the irony of 
Iva Toguri being charged with treason because she insisted on retaining her 
American citizenship, while the key witnesses against her were "turncoats." 
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The Defense 
The main defense witnesses were the three former POWs who worked on 

the "Zero Hour" program. Charles Cousens voluntarily came from Australia 
at his own expense to testify. Cousens, who had been previously cleared by 
Australian courts, testified he recruited Iva Toguri for the job, recalled he 
talked her into broadcasting by assuring her the program was "straight-out 
entertainment," and had said if she would "place herself under my orders, I 
would see to it that she did nothing harmful." He said only bright, pleasant 
music was played, and community sing-alongs were used as morale-building 
devices. Cousens said he wrote in British idiom, so Iva T oguri could not have 
spoken with the alleged American slang. 

Wallace Ince, who had been earlier cleared by the U.S. Army and promoted 
to major, corroborated Cousens' testimony. Ince was a cautious witness 
because of the Grand Jury's demand for his prosecution. Norman Reyes, who 
likewise had been cleared by the Philippine government, also confirmed 
Cousens' testimony and added he was so sure of Iva Toguri's loyalty he 
would have trusted her with his life. But prosecutors produced a statement 
signed by Reyes in 1948 which was inconsistent with his oral testimony. Reyes 
explained the FBI intimidated and frightened him into signing a fabricated 
statement during a 20-hour interrogation in Occupied Japan. But the judge 
ruled Reyes to be an unreliable witness, and disqualified all of Reyes' testimony. 

Yoneko Matsunaga, an American student stranded in Japan during the war, 
testified she was drafted to work as an announcer on the "German Hour " a 
program produced by the German Embassy in Tokyo, and that her broad~ts 
were similar to "Zero Hour." Also, Mark Streeter, an American construction 
worker captured on Wake Island, and John 0. Provoo, an American army 
sergeant captured in Corregidor, testified they were forced to do broadcast 
work at Radio Tokyo like the defendant. None of the other American citizens 
who engaged in radio broadcast work for the Japanese were ever charged 
with treason. 

Three important defense witnesses were disqualified and removed from 
the witness stand by Judge Roche. The judge ruled their testimonies were 
not related to the case. They were Captain Edwin Kalbfleish, Jr., who was 
starved, beaten, and nearly executed for refusing to do radio work for the 
Japanese; Suisei Matsui, who operated a Japanese radio station in Java using 
English-speaking Indonesian women as announcers: Ken Murayama, who wrote 
scripts for Myrtle Liston to broadcast programs similar to "Zero Hour" from 
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a Japanese radio station in Manila. 

As the final defense witness, Iva T oguri told her own story to the court. 
She emphasized she had no intent to betray the United States and believed 
she was only entertaining American troops. She said she retained her American 
citizenship and loyalty throughout the war years, despite threats and pressure. 
Iva T oguri was a sympathetic and convincing figure for the courtroom audience. 
The trial started out in the traditionally anti-Japanese mode: selection of 
an all-white jury, intentional use of the derogatory term "Jap," and segregation 
of Japanese and Caucasian witnesses into separate waiting rooms. But by the 
time the trial was nearing conclusion, courtroom spectators and newspaper 
reporters were nearly unanimously sympathetic to the defendant. In a straw 
vote, the press corps voted 9 to 1 for acquittal on all counts. This remarkable 
transformation was brought about solely through the persuasiveness of the 
defendant's case. In contrast to the present-day trials with racial or political 
overtones where defense support groups have helped to raise pertinent issues 
for the attorneys, judge, press, spectators (and jury indirectly through attorney's 
questions and remarks), there were no defense committees for Iva T oguri 
in 1949. 

Conviction and Sentence 
The trial lasted 56 days and cost the government over $500,000. It was 

the_ longest and most expensive trial on record at the time. The jury began 
deliberation on Monday, September 26, and in the early ballots they stood 
10 to 2 for acquittal on all counts. By Tuesday night, after 20 hours of debate, 
the jury came to a 6 to 6 deadlock and informed the judge that they were 
unable to reach a verdict. Judge Roche called the court into session at 10:15 p.m. 
that night, declined to rule a hung jury, and admonished the jurors until 
midnight, reminding them how long and expensive the trial had been for the 
government and appealing to their sense of patriotic duty. The jury deliberated 
two more days, and announced their verdict on September 29: innocent on 
seven counts; guilty on one count. She was convicted for one "Overt Act'': 
"That on a day during October 1944, the exact date being to the Grand Jurors 
unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation of Japan 
did speak into a microphone concerning the loss of ships" (see Appendix B). 
There was an audible gasp of disbelief from the 100-plus spectators who had 
gathered expecting to celebrate an acquittal. 
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Iva T oguri was convicted for allegedly reading over the air, shortly after 
the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the words: "Orphans of the Pacific. You really are 
orphans now. How will you get home, now that all your ships are sunk?" The 
incongruous historic fact is that the Battle of Leyte Gulf was a resounding 
victory for the United States, and it is difficult to imagine how American 
troops could have been demoralized by such words. If anything, it must have 
sounded like hilarious comedy. 

On October 7, 1949, Judge Roche sentenced Iva Toguri to 10 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. Loss of American citizenship was automatic according to 
law. Thus, at age 33, she lost the citizenship she so tenaciously preserved 
and the citizenship which caused her to be convicted of treason. Defense 
motions for mistrial, arrest of judgment, clemency, and bail pending appeal 
were all denied by Judge Roche. Supreme Court Justice William Douglas later 
granted bail for $50,000 pending appeal, but the money could not be raised. 
She said a final good-bye to her husband, who was in San Francisco for her 
trial, and was taken to Alderson Federal Reformatory for Women in West 
Virginia. Felipe d'Aquino was forced to sign a statement that he would never 
try to enter the United States again, and was taken back to Occupied Japan. 
Appeals based on denial of' legal counsel, unlawful detention, denial of speedy 
trial, destruction of evidence, perjured testimony before the Grand Jury, denial 
of defense witnesses, misconduct by prosecutors, prejudicial instructions by 
the judge were all denied by the appellate courts. The Supreme Court 
rejected appeals for review three times in the next three years. 

The Continuing Ordeal (1956 - present) 
Iva Toguri was released from Alderson Federal Reformatory in January 1956, 

after serving six years and two months, with reduced time for good behavior. 
She was reported to have been a model prisoner. She went to live with her 
family in Chicago. Her return home might seem a final ending to her long 
struggle, but that was not to be. Promptly upon her release, the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service began deportation proceedings, claiming she was 
an "undesirable alien" and deportable under provisions of the McCarran-
Walter Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1952. She had served her 
sentence and presumably paid her debt to society, exile was not part of her 
sentence, and the 1952 law was ex post facto. Nonetheless, the government 
gave her 30 days to leave the United States, or be forcibly deported. She 
moved back to San Francisco in May 1956 to defend herself in the deportation 
hearings, living with the Collins family. In 1958, the Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service cancelled the deportation order, explaining they had nowhere to 
deport her since she held neither Japanese nor Portuguese citizenship. She re-
turned to Chicago to live with her father and work in the family store. Reunion 
with her husband was not possible. The United States refused to grant 
d' Aquino an entrance visa; and if she left the country as a stateless person, 
she could not expect to return. Despite these barriers, they have not divorced 
in deference to their Catholic religion. 

In 1968, the Justice Department demanded payment of the $10,000 fine. 
However, she was without assets and worked only for subsistence in the 
family store. A Federal District Court in Chicago ordered her to surrender 
the cash value of two life insurance policies. The Chicago Japanese Civic 
Association Credit Union granted a loan equal to the cash value fof $4,745, 
and the fine was partially satisfied. In 1971, the Justice Department again 
summoned her into court to demand payment of the balance of $5,255. 
Attorney Jiro Yamaguchi represented her in the Chicago proceedings; but 
Wayne M. Collins remained as associate counsel, and Collins blasted the 
government for capricious harassment. Collins charged the government must 
have billions of dollars in fines which they never try to collect. On November 
14, 1972, the Seventh United States District Court of Appeals denied her a 
hearing to show why she could not be made to pay the remaining fine. 

Attorney Theodore Tamba filed a petition for executive clemency (pardon) 
with the President of the United States on June 7, 1954 (Dwight Eisenhower 
was President), but Tamba's petition was not answered. Collins filed a second 
petition for presidential pardon on November 4, 1968 (Lyndon Johnson was 
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President; Richard Nixon was elected one day later), but Collins' petition was 
not answered either. A petition for presidential pardon can be filed only once 
during a six-year period. 

Iva Toguri's father recently died, and his will stipulated that the remaining 
fine be paid from his estate. The government collected the last bit of 
retribution and closed her case. She is now 59 years of age, manages the 
family store for a living, and tries to remain as inconspicuous as possible. 
She is still a stateless person and she dreads publicity because every time 
articles appear in the newspapers about "Tokyo Rose," she receives threatening 
mail and telephone calls. 

The Legend of "Tokyo Rose" persists, but most of Iva Toguri's adversaries 
are now dead: Journalist Clark Lee died in 1953; Prosecutor Thomas DeWolfe 
in 1959; Journalist Harry Brundidge in 1961; Prosecutor Frank Hennessey in 
1968; Prosecutor John Hogan in 1968. Judge Michael Roche died in 1964. 
Her loyal defenders are also gone: Theodore Tamba died in 1973 and 
Wayne Collins in 1974. (The third defense counsel, George Olshausen, is 
living in Europe.) 
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EPILOGUE 

During her trial in 1949, there were no organized groups supporting 
Iva Toguri. While Japanese Americans may have sympathized with her 
predicament, there was very little they could effectively do to help while 
their own position in American society was under attack. As their hard struggle 
to gain fundamental rights progressed, Japanese Americans warmed up to 
the idea of supporting Iva T oguri, but it was an excruciatingly slow evolution. 
In 1957, William Hosokawa suggested in the Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL) newspaper: "Perhaps it is time to acknowledge that she does 
indeed exist, and say firmly that we are interested in seeing that she gains 
justice." In 1969 proposals were initiated within JACL in support of Iva Toguri 
and also in 197 4 a resolution was adopted by the National Council of the 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) committing support for her 
(see appendix E) . Now the largest national human rights organization 
representing Americans of Japanese ancestry with 30,000 members through-
out the United States is supporting Iva T oguri. 

The general public also had difficulty supporting Iva Toguri during her 
trial. McCarthyism was beginning to sweep the country in 1949, and most 
people withdrew from involvement in controversial cases. Congressional 
committees started investigating alleged communists in government and 
the movie industry, loyalty oaths were imposed on college professors and 
the espionage trial of Judith Coplon and perjury trial of Alger Hiss were 
in progress (Hiss was recently readmitted to the practice of law). When the 
severe repression subsided a bit in 1957, a small support committee was 
formed in San Francisco during Iva Toguri's deportation hearing, but people 
were still afraid to become involved. 

Wayne M. Collins, Jr., has lived with the Toguri case since childhood, 
and when his father died he took over as Iva T oguri' s attorney and chief 
advocate. He is planning to file another petition for executive clemency with 
the President of the United States. With the support of the American people, 
Iva Toguri has a good chance to redeem her name and regain her precious 
American citizenship. Iva T oguri deserves justice. She has suffered enough. 
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APPENDIX A 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNITED ST A TES 
OF AMERICA 

Article Ill, Section 3: 

Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against 
them, or adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person 
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses 
to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. The Congress shall 
have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no attainder of treason 
shall work corruption of blood, or forteiture except during the life of the 
person attainted. 

(Definition of Corruption of Blood: The effect of an attainder upon a person 
which bars him/her from inheriting, retaining, or transmitting any estate, 
rank, or title.) 

Amendment VI: 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of 
counsel for his defense. 
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APPENDIX B 

CHARGES AGAINST 
IVA TOGURI 

That said defendant committed each and every one of the overt acts herein 
described with treasonable intent and fo r the purpose of, and with the intent 
in her to adhere to and give aid and comfort to the Imperial Japanese 
Government. 

Overt Act I: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan discussed with another person the proposed participation of 
defendant in the radio broadcasting program. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act II: 

Between March 1,.1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being .to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did discuss with employees of the said corporation the nature 
and quality of a specific proposed radio broadcast. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act Ill: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone regarding the introduction of a ·program 
dealing with a motion picture involv•ng war. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 
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Overt Act IV: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone referring to enemies of Japan. (Verdict: 
INNOCENT) 

Overt Act V: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did prepare a script for subsequent radio broadcast concerning the 
loss of ships. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act VI: 

That on a day during October 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, the defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone concerning the loss of ships. (Verdict: 
GUILTY) 

Overt Act VII: 

That on or about May 23, 1945, the defendant in the offices of the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did prepare a radio script for subsequent 
broadcast. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act VIII: 

That on a day between May 1, 1945 and July 31, 1945, the exact date 
being to the Grand Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did engage in an entertainment dialogue with 
an employee of the Broadcasting Corporation of Japan for radio broad-
cast purposes. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 
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APPENDIX C 

Excerpts from a Letter to the President of the Unitd States 
Which Accompanied a Petition for Executive Clemency 
By Theodore Tamba, Attorney at Law, June 7, 1954 

The most shocking experience I had was the alleged conduct of a man 
named Harry Brundidge, a newspaperman ... (who) accompanied to Japan 
a man named Hogan, an attorney for the Justice Department . . . Mr. Brundidge 
is alleged to have deliberately bribed witnesses by promises of trips to the 
United States and other gifts. While Brundidge was in Japan with Hogan, he 
made contact with (Hiromi) Yagi who was induced to come to the United 
States as a witness for the United States Government, and who testified before 
the United States Grand Jury .. . 

My investigation developed that Yagi was then an employee of the Japanese 
Travel Bureau . .. and I went to the Japanese Travel Bureau and there met 
Yagi . I then asked (Yagi) what he knew about the case of alleged treason 
against (Iva Toguri). (Yagi) then gave me a narrative of one of the most 
obviously fictitious stories I have ever heard in my professional career. 
Finally, under questioning by me, Yagi stated that this was a story he and 
Brundidge had concocted .. . 

I had the occasion (to meet a man named Toshikatsu Kodaira, a Japanese 
newspaperman working for the United Press in Tokyo). Mr. Kodaira then 
proceeded to narrate the events truthfully and his statements are supported 
by his deposition on file in the United States District Court in Northern 
California, much of which was not allowed in evidence. (Kodaira stated 
he accompanied Yagi to a meeting with Brundidge, and that Brundidge 
attempted to bribe both of them with whiskey, clothing, and a trip to the 
United States.) Kodaira was summoned by the (United States) Occupation to 
the Office of Occupation Intelligence Service and there he confronted Yagi, 
who admitted that the testimony he (Yagi) gave before the United States 
Grand Jury was pure fiction. Kodaira produced the suit of clothes given him 
by Brundidge. The trousers and coat bore the name of Harry Brundidge. 
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APPENDIX D 

Excerpts from a Letter to the President of the United States 
Which Accompanied a Petition for Executive Clemency 
By Wayne M. Collins, Attorney at Law, November 4, 1968 

There was no trick or device to which the government's agents would not 
or did not resort in seeking an undeserved conviction ... They seized two 
of the Australian witnesses (Maj. Charles Cousens and Sgt. Kenneth Parkyns) 
who had notified the Attorney General that Iva (T oguri) was guiltless of 
any act against the interests of the United States and that they offered to 
testify on her behalf. Both were former prisoners of war held by the Japanese 
at the Bunka Prisoner of War Camp in Tokyo. Two F.B.I. agents seized them 
on their arrival from Australia and secreted them in a locked room at the 
Pan American Airway Terminal at the San Francisco Airport and subjected 
them to interrogation and attempted to browbeat them into refusing to 
testify for the defendant They held those Australian ex-soldiers incommunicado 
until counsel for the defendant was informed by a Customs officer that the 
agents had taken the two Australian passengers to that room. Thereupon, 
counsel for the defendant broke through the locked door, irrupted into the 
room and brought the tete-a-tete to an abrupt climax and halt. 

On March 1. 1949, the defendant filed a notice of motion for an order of 
court of the issuance of subpoenas to be served on 43 witnesses for the 
defendant in Japan for the taking of their depositions. To obtain such an order 
on behalf of the improverished defendant at government expense, the defen-
dant was required by court rule to file an affidavit specifying therein the name 
and address of such witnesses and a statement of the testimony expected 
to be elicited from them. ·immediately following the service of such a notice 
and affidavit on counsel for the prosecution, the names and addresses 
and contents of the affidavit revealing the testimony expected to be elicited 
from each of the 43 witnesses was teletyped to the Justice Department and 
relayed to F.B.I. agents in Tokyo. Thereupon, F.B.I. agent Fred Tillman 
accompanied by one or two M .P.'s called upon a majority of the witnesses 
and coerced them to sign statements containing a multitude of falsities. 
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APPENDIX E 

NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN 
CITIZENS LEAGUE RESOLUTION 
Adopted by the National Council on July 27, 1974 
at the 23rd Biennial National Japanese American 
Citizens League Convention in Portland, Oregon. 

WHEREAS, Iva T oguri was the victim of wartime hysteria and became a 
scapegoat for her alleged role as "Tokyo Rose" for those forces which sought 
to foster vengeance and national retribution; and 

WHEREAS, Iva T oguri suffered imprisonment, embarrassment, and physical 
and mental anguish for alleged acts of treason; and 

WHEREAS, it is now apparent that much of the evidence and the conduct 
of her trial were highly questionable and prejudicial and that in view of the 
motivations and climate of public hysteria at the time of the trial the verdict 
is a blot on the integrity of American jurisprudence; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOL YEO that the Japanese American Citizens 
League, meeting at its 23rd Biennial National Convention in Portland, Oregon, 
July 23 to 27, 1974, recognize that Iva Toguri was unjustly tried and convicted 
in the aftermath of World War 11; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the JACL offer to Iva Toguri and her family 
its belated apology for long silence and inaction; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOL YEO that the JACL use its leadership, manpower, and 
resources to correct the miscarriage of justice in Iva T oguri's case by seeking 
all executive or other remedies available under the law; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOL YEO that the JACL personally contact Iva Toguri to 
apprise her of the action of the National Council , and to ask whether she 
desires, consents to, or accepts any help from the National organization. 
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11_1e uase or • 1 okyo Kose' 
By EUWIN MCDOWELL 

Twenty years ago last month Iva Togurl 
D'Aqulno was freed from federal prl110n af-
ter serving more than six years of a 10 
year sentence. Hers was no ordinary 
crime : ·she was one of the 24 Americana 
convicted of treason since 179ll. And Mrs. 
D'Aqulno Is anything but an ordinary ex• 
convict: She Is the notorious Tokyo Rose. 

Tokyo Rosel The very name conjures 
up memories of a femme fatale broadcast-
Ing a mixture of mustc and propaganda to 
American fighting men. So It may come as 
a shock to learn that a growing number of 
Americans are convinced that Iva Togurl 
D'Aqulno, born ~It.happens on the Fourth 
of July, was not a t!itncoat but a scapegoat 
- a victim of poet-war hysteria who In this 
Bicentennial year deserves a presidential 
pardon. Moreover, a lengthy review of her 
case strongly suggests that Mrs. 
D'Aqulno's defenders· may well be right. 

"We 're convinced that 11he was unfairly 
singled out and wrongly convicted," says 
David Ushfo, executive director of the 30,· 
000-member Japanese American Citizens 
League, which Is actively campaigning for 
the presidential pardon. 

That might be ·much more difficult to 
achieve than It sounds. For one thing, 
many Important figures Involved In the 
case have died, Including Mrs. D'Aqulno's 
two principal lawyers. Moreover', the pub-
lic appears to be growing weary of charges 
that U.S. justice Is always to blame In Im-
portant trials with political overtones. Fl· 
nally, Mrs. D'Aqulno, :19, who lives a life of 
relative anonymity In Chicago, Is reluctant 
to assist her own cause . 

She continues to maintain her Innocence 
but she has little faith that she wlll be par-
doned, especially since two earlier peti-
tions for clemency were denied . And she l11 
fearful of stirring up those persistent anon• 
ymous hate letters and telephone calls. 
" I 've learned to live with what happened to 
me, " she says, "to accept It like an Ill• 
ness." 

"It 's the worst, the absolute worst case 
I know of In American history," her law• 
yer Wayne M. Colllns told this reporter 
shortly before he died In 1974. "When the 
truth finally comes out about Iva, Ameri• 
cans will hang their heads in shame," 
echoed Theodore Tamba, her other lawyer 
who also has since died. Both' San Fran• 
clsco attorneys were so convinced pf her 
Innocence that they represented her free of 
charge for almost 2:1 years. 

The first of many . ironies In the Tokyo 
Rose case Is that there never was anyone 
named Tokyo Rose. That nickname was 
coined by G.I. s in the Pacific who listened 
to English-speaking female announcers 
from Japanese stations In Tokyo and a • 
dozen other nations. Iva D'Aqulno was one 
of the many broadcasters over Radio To• 
·kyo. As the U.S. government noted in Its 
Oct. 21, 1948 announcement (later .re• 
versed) that it was dropping plans to pro• 
secute her, "Tokyo Rose" was a "com• 
poslte ~rson with at le_ast a d9zen voices." 
An Accident of Jl'ate 

That the Los Angeles-born UCLA gradu• 
ate wo\md up In Japan at all during the 
war can be attributed to fate. When a let• 
t"'r Mrlved In June 1941 from an uncle in 
Japan aaylng that his wife was Ill, it' Wal 

Iva wo~ld vtsit her on , behalf 
of the famlly. • • • 

U.S. government documents reveal that 
she-sailed for Japan on July UI, 1941 with a 
certificate of Identification authorizing a 
six months stay, her application for a pan-
port not having been acted upon by the 
State 

I 
Department. Forty-five days after 

she arrived she again applied for a U.S. 
paasport. Her application wu forwarded 
from the American cohsulate In Tokyo to 
Wuhlncton. 

'Meanwhile, relations between the U.S. 
and Japan continued to deteriorate .. On 
Dec. 1 she received a cable from her 
fatber 'telling her to book passage on the 
llnet Tatsuta Maru sailing for the U.S. the , 
™'let day. Official records show that she 
coyldn'tobtain the necesaary clearanc,es in 
time, nor In time to book passage on ll re• 
patrl&Uon ship that left In February 1942. 
Qy the Ume another ship left In September, n Odltldn't afford the fare. Nor could she 
wrtte • a.i,me from an enemy nation for 
IJlonef, and in any case her family had , 
been' relocated to a detention camp in Ari• 

wna (where he.r mother died soon after•' 
wards). 

Trapped In a country whose language 
• she barely understood, (!he eyentually 
found a job In mld-1942 with Dome! news 
agency. In January 1943 she went to work 
u a clerk-typist for the Danish. leratlon; , 
seven months later ahe' also took a part• 

. time secretarlS,' job at Radio Tokyo. All 
the while she was under surveillance of the 
secret pollc.e, who regularly droppe!1 In for 
reports on her whereabouts. 'I'hey also sug-
gested that she become a Japanese.citizen, 
otherwise ahe would be under constant 
scrutiny and suspicion u· llTI enemy alien 
ahd denied food rations. 

A former master sergeant In the secret 
_!>?11<:e later swore In a deposition that Mra. 

Convicted of treason 20 
years ago, she , still • main-
tains her innocence. And 
she's probably right.· 

D'Aqulno constantly said Japan would lose 
the war, despite his warning that It wa1 not 
good to talk that way. • • • 

acts of treason, opened In July 1949, tasted 
almoat 13 week&, totalled almost one mil• 
lion word&! cost some $'750,000 and Involved 
71 witnesses plus depositions from 19 wit· 
neues In Japan. It WU the longest treason 
trial In U.S. history, and It was hardly a 
,proceedl~g·of which the U.S. c~n be proud. 

Government peremptory challenges ex• 
eluded any but Caucailan jurors. Defense 

• witnesses testified they were threatened 
and Intimidated by . government offlclal1. 
An FBI agent admltte;d that one govern• 

. ment witness confessed that he had been 
bribed to testify falsely against M'rs. 
D'Aqulno before the grand jury. A deposi-
tion from an AP reporter In Japan as• 

• serted that a government witness tried to 
brlbe 'hlm to testify falsely against the de• 
fendant. ' 

By _the time of the trial only 13 scripts 
or records of the 340 Zero Hour broadcasts 
recorded by Federal Broadcast Intelll-
·gence Service monitoring stations were 
available to the defense. The others had 
been ''routinely destroyed." One of the few 
that hadn't began: "Here's the first blow 
at your morale, the Boston Pops orches-
tra." Even government witnesses from 
Japan denied that Iva D'Aqulno made In• 
flammatory or treasonous remarks . 

Of all the civilians working at Radio To• 
kyo, she alone refused to renounce her U.S. 
citizenship. Had she In fact ·become a Japa-
nese citizen It's unlikely she would have Acquittal Seemed Likely 
been tried for treason. When the jury began Its deliberations, 

Some 30 POWs of various nationalities an informal poll among Bay Area report-
were aSB!gned to Radio Tokyo and forced ers who covered the trial every day pro• 
to cooperate under penalty of death. The duced a 9-to•l vote for acquittal. Al It 
ranking POW, Australian Major Charles turned out the jury had been 10 to 2 for ac-
Cousens, testified that Iva D'Aqulno often qulttal, another time only one juror was 
smuggl!!d them food, medicine and news convinced of Mrs. D'Aqulno's guilt. Only 
from the outside world. U.S. Army Capt. after the judge asked them to try. a : thiN 
Wallace Ince testified similarly at her trial time, remhidlng them of the time and ex• 
- and recently repeated his testimony- pense, did the jury finally reach a veI'dict. 
adding ttiat she smuggled In a blanket for Iva D'Aqulno was guilty of one count of 
a sick prisoner. trying to undermine American morale dur• 

Both officers testified that when the Ing wartime. Specifically,. she wu guilty of 
Japanese ordered them to expand. a 15 broadcasting the following words after the 
minute music program ("Zero Hour" I Into battle of Leyte Gulf (the greatest naval 
75 minutes of news, commentary, POW ·battle In history, which resulted In the vir• 
messages and music deslgned·to lower G.1.- tual destruction of· the Japanese fleet I: 
morale, the prisoners had no alternative - "Orphans of the Pacific, you are really or• 
except to try to minimize the propaganda phans now. How will you get home now 
quotient. that all your ships are sunk? " Asked if the 

Because Major Cousens came to trust jurors ever considered acquitting her, the 
Iva Togurl (who married a Portuguese na• • jury foreman repl!ed : " If It had been pos• 
tlonal in April 1945), he told his Japanese lible under the judge's ln1truct1on11, we 
bosses he wanted her to play the records. would have done so." 
When she learned she had been drafted as The two principal eyewitnesses to Mrs. 
an announcer, she protested but Cousens D'Aqulno's "treason" were two of her Jap-
told her she had no choice. He assured her anese superiors at Radio Tokyo-both of 
that he and Captain Ince· would write all them American-born citizens who re-
her scripts and see that _they were free of nounced their U.S. citizenship after going to 
propaganda. So after Cousens coached her Japan In the 1930s. Moreover , the wife of 
briefly In announcing techniques, In No- one of the two herself broadcast ovet ,Ra• 
vember 1943 she began playing six to eight dlo Tokyo ·as the "Saturday night party 
songs a night. Ultlmatelf she began refer• girl." It was her husband who fingered• Iva 
ring to herself as "Orphan ·Ann," the nick· • D'Aqulno to newsmen as-Tokyo Rose. 
name coined by Cousens. One or two U.S. newspapers commented 

It 's debatable how successfully· the at the time on the lr(?ny of two admitted 
POWs undermined the propaganda ordered . turncoats accusing of treason the only cl• 
by Japanese authorities, although the rec• vlllan at Radio Toxyo who refused to re-
ord Indicates that they tried. It also shows nounce her U.S. citizenship. All the other 
they were beaten, threatened with execu• female announcers were let off: Two of them 
Uon, and -two recalcitrant • POW• ._re - ·wer1nu1111equ-enuy1m0Wecll1ack In the U .s., 
hauled away to be executed. After the war and currently reside on the West Coast. : 
Captain Ince was promoted to Major In the After her parole from prison at Aide~ 
U.S. Army and Major Cousens wa1 acquit• son, W.Va., the government tried to deport 
ted of treason charges In Australia. • Mrs. D'Aqulno as an alien. But the contrJ• 

A confidential memo from the Army le• diction of trying to deport a native · born 

!al section of Aprl_l 17, 1948 _said : "There i~ American, who convicted~ trea•., 
o evidence that [Iva D';Aqulno) _evl!r . son precfsely because ·she had ~e'l a, tfS: :; 
roadcut greetings to untta • tly name and • • citizen, drew so much criticism that .even• 

location, or predicted military movements· tually the rovernment abandoned that at• 
or attacks Indicating access to 1ecret mill• tempt. •• 
tary Information and plans. . . . " That Iva D'.Aqulno's 1upporters have no lllu•' 
same confidential mei:no added: "There. slo111 that a presidential pardon will undo 
Is evidence that . D' A_quino J the years she spent In prison or . recover 
found this work dl1tasteful." the fine that was paid In full last su~rn•11, 

D'Aqulno wu released after Int• But It · would restore her cltllenabtp. 
tlally being cleared by the Army and the Mainly, though, It would be tacit~; 
Justice Department, and after having been edgement that In 1lngllng her out, tb6 &09• 
Imprisoned vlrtu'ally Incommunicado for emment -as a small J apaneae . 
more than a year without bail or benefit of newspaper .put..Jt two ~•Y• after llhe<wu 
legal counsel. For two years the FBI sentenced -wu "punl1hlng a legen4 r~ 
vainly tried to find the two witnesses nee• than the hum~ beinl who •tooclr,:la. 
essary to prosecute her for treason; the dock of juatlce. .~ : ..,. 
government finally appealed publicly for •. "Maybe if, I knew how thlnp .were 
wltnesse1. "rwenty-two montha later, dur• gotnc to work out I mt1ht not have OOmt 
Ing :which time her reapplication for a U.S. home; I might have rone 10mewhe,e elN," 
paasport provoked &1lfl'Y bluta from Wal• lighed Mrs. D'Aqulno recently. 
ter Winchell and orrant• th•n, I doubt It. America ts·my horn-. it'IL'Ul 
zat10111, 1he wu rcarre1ted, brourht to San always ·be my .home, an,ct I never '641 ~-
Franclaco and Indicted by a federal fJ'and thing dllloyal toward th• country I ,.,.,.~~-!'::~.1.t 
jury. •r. •c.DovieU ii a m

0

ember of ,_.__,..,; 
1'he trial , charring her with eight overt nal 'a editorial paoe ataff. 

• 
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Clemency Due in '-Tokyc>:tflOSe' Case. 
• . ' ' . .· • . . ' . 

"And earthly power doth then show likest 
God 's, : 

When mercy seasons justice." -WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE • 

HOW WOULD YOU like to qe haunted_ by a 
curious legend? How would you like to be labeled 
the "Tokyo Rose" of World War II? 

What if the legend resulted in your conviction 
for treason in 1949? Afte(a 56-day trial that cost 
the U. S. government a half-million dollars, you 
spent six years and two months in a federal re-
formatory. 

You settle in Chicago. You are subject to de-
portation threats and property confiscation. There 
,seems no end to your misery. 

Ironically, in this Bicentennial year, you will 
mark your 60th birthday next July 4-a date so 
precious to the free American way of life. And you· 
were an American until your treason conviction. 

Born in Los Angeles, Calif., you attend.ed public 
schools there and received a zoology degree in 
June 1941 from the University of California at Los 
Angeles. Following your graduation, your family 
made a tragic decision. You were sent to Japan to 
care for a seriously ill aunt. You were stranded 
there when war erupted Dec. 7, 1941, between 
Japan and the United States. 

YOU WERE ALONE and without funds. Under 
pressure from the JapaMse and understanding it 
was a covert burlesque, you read scripts pre-
pared by a trio of Allied prisoners of war over 
Radio Tokyo. You were one of 14 women in-
volved in the broadcasts. · Unknown to you, 
American Gls applied the label "Tokyo Rose" to 

By ROBERT PATTRIDG.E 

This opinion column is by the editorial page 
editor of The Denver Post. • • 

. guilty on 011e count. The jury, found you guilty of 
one overt act: '"That on a day during October 
1944, the exact date being to the Grand Jurors 
unknow, defendant in the offices of the Broad-

. . casting Corporation of Japan did speak intp a 
all f~male broadcasters heard on Japanese ra~~~ . -·· micr9_pbon~ conce~ning the loss of ships."~ ; 
stati~ns. • •· . • • • . • • . . Specific? Pretty vague. Where were the scrli,ts, 

Ev1ctence has s~.nce shown t~re. was no single . recordings, , witnesses? Who heard you m6uth 
person known as Tokyo Rose. But you became those words? • 
the scapeg~at. The only one ac_c~sed. . . • You were sentenced to 10 years, fined $10,000 
. _You receiv~d the mo~t. public,~. · You were and lost your A'1erican citizenship. The Supreme 
!a1le~ by Amer!can authorities. During 1~ months Court rejected your appeals. Your husband, who 
imprisonment in Japan you we~e never informed attended the tria!, was taken back to occupied 
of a_ny charges, rou were de_ni_ed legal coun~el, Japah. He had signed a statement saying1: he 
denied ~~eedy ~nal and proh1b1ted -from sending would not re-enter the United States. .~ 
or receiving mail. . . . . You served your time. Your fine was eventu~lly 

On Oct. 26, 1946, you were r_eleased. T~e case paid by your family. You try to live inconspi-
appeared closed. You settle~ m Tokyo-with your • cuously in Chicago but the legend of "Tokyo 
husband, • a Portuguese citizen, · and became Rose" haunts you. ,. 
pregn~~t. . . Two of your lawyers are dead. The other 

De~1rmg to see_ your f~m1ly and have,you~ child moved out of the country. You continue to pfo-
born m your native United States, you tn~d to .claim your innocence. Who will listen? 1 

return home, You became the eye of a hurricane 
of protest. Walter Winchell and assorted America FORTUNATELY, you are not Iva Togurl 
First organizations campaigned against you. d'Aquino. Was she unjustly tried and convicted? 

Aug. 26, 1948, you were arrested again In Yes, resounds thJ Japanese American Citizens 
Tokyo and charged with treason; You were ·. · • _!.eague which has scores of members in Colora-
brought to San Francisco. for . trial where finally • ,t19. The JA~L seeks to restore her constitutiqnal 
you received counsel. The lawyers served. with:.: rights throu!:lh executive clemency or other 'legal : 

A Grand Jury first refused to Indict unless other , . . . It js time for clemency. It is past time. Jhe 
American citizens involved at Radio Tokyo were mercy English poet ·Shakespeare wrote so elo-
charged. Eventually, the jury returned an eight-- quently of needs to be settled on this case. 
count indictment against you. • Iva Toguri d'Aquino, victim of a legend, has 

The trial followed. After three days of delibera-. paid a price deserving of renewed American clti-
tions, a jury found you innocent of seven counts; .-zenshjp .• 
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Editorials 

The Af terlight 
. ' 

On Tokyo l.{ose 
, I 

:~·- THERE IS NOW overwhelming evidence 
that the 1949 treason trial of Iva D'Aquino -
the American citizen who had the misfortune 

•~ t to be labeled Tokyo Rose - was indeed, as her 
·,, attorneys have always claimed, "one of the 

grossest and most disgraceful miscarriages of 
justice in the history of the federal courts." 

In a series of Chronicle articles printed last 
week, reporters Jerry Carroll al\d Keith Power 

!~, catalogued a damning list of blunders, half-
_,; truths and lies that the U.S. government used, 

during that period between the war and the 
rise of McCarthyism, to try and convict a 
person who, by all accounts, was at the very 
least a passive victim of nations at war . 

. There is good reason to believe, in fact, that 
she was a heroine who actively -and consistent-
ly told her Japanese · captors that they would 
lose the war; that she resisted extreme pressure 
to become a Japanes~ citizen; and that she used 
her job on Japanese radio to water down anti-
American propoganda. 

* * * 
THIS NEWSPAPER'S REVIEW of the 

Tokyo Rose affair, the first major attempt 
we're aware of to get at the unfortunate 
factual record, details the post-war hysteria 
and understandable circumstances that found 
a Los Angeles county native, a pre-med 
graduate of UCLA, in the dock on charges of 

; • treason. The inventory shows that the proceed- . 
ing was marred by bribery, government 
obstruction, unscrupulous journalism, missing 
evidence, mistaken identity, witness intimida-

!·, tion, the violation of constitutional safeguards, 
racism, and pre-trial publicity of a sort that 
would lead to a speedy reversal today. 

' 
!·· Uncovered during this investigation was· a 

document written in 1946 by the legal i;ection 
o~ the staff of General of the Army Douglas 
MacArthur after a year-long examination 
conducted while Mrs. D' Aquino was impris-
oned by occupation forces. The memo said that 
she was not Tokyo Rose, that indeed there was 
no single Tokyo Rose, and that her activities no 
more than abstractly qualified as treason. As a 
result, she was released from prison. 

Ironically, it was her determination to 
return to the United States that resulted two 

.. • years later in her indictment here on the 
, ; treason charge of which she was convicted. 

I. 
* * * 

. MRS. D'AQUINO, now living in Chicago, 
has spent eight-and-a-half years in p_rison, has 
paid a $10,000 fine, has been stripped of her 
citizenship and has survived an attempt to 
deport her. Presidents Eisenhower and John-

. son failed to act on petitions made for her 
pardon. 

In light of the facts shown in the Chronicle 
review of this sorry case, President Ford 
should grant her pardon. She will be .60 years 

.. old on the Fourth of July. 
" 
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Case of 'Tokyo Rose' 
On July 4, when America cele-

brates its 2ooth birthday, Iva Iin.ko 
Toguri d'Aquino will be 60 years old. 
She is better known to Americans by 
a name she apparently never used, 
"Tokyo Rose." 

Across the page a Denver Post 
article relates some of the details of 
Mrs. d'Aquino's life. The Japanese 
American Citizens League, a Main-
land group, has mounted a cam-
paign to gain clemency and restore 
American citizenship to Mrs. d' Aqui-
no. 

in such a camp at Gila River, 
Arizona. 

More than ten women wpo spoke 
on Japanese radio were known by 
the GI-invented name "Tokyo 
Rose," but only Mrs. d'Aquino was 
prosecuted. The three allied POW 
officers who wrote the scrip~ and 
chose Mrs. d' Aquino to re.ad them 
because she had befriended them 
were never prosecuted. 

The two witnesses reqvifed by the 
U.S. Constitution to prove 811 act of 
treason were both J atpllQese,,Ameri~ 

THE LEAGUE has published a can "turncoats" who renounced 
booklet called, "Iva Toguri d'Aqui-
no: Victim of a Legend," which their U.S. citizenship in Japp, •• 
makes the case that in her convic- Mrs. d'Aquino never did. • 
tion for treason in 1949, she was "a AFTER MRS. d' AQVINQ had 
casualty of the prejudices, stere- served five years in pri•on ind paid 
otypes and social mores" of the every penny she had for the fine for 
World War II period and just after. her conviction as traitor, the U.S. 

A re-reading of news reports of the government tried to deport her as an 
trial in San Francisco suggests she undesirable alien. 
was not guilty of treason, as many Mrs. d' Aquino said on the witness 
observers at the tjm~ DSreed. lJQQ@r 1wid 111d ins!Jt$ today •he was inno-
the circumetances, the dec:ilion of . I c@t. She ,re,c;t scripts written by 
the V.S. SOvtffllllCPt .to pro1eeute . POWs which 1he Jays she believed 
Mrs. d'Aq\lino m1y bave been Wl~ wire intended to mock Japanese 
fair. • proJmB8Pdl effom and claims never 

Bec:1YR the cl\lDI lirml)' to her to have committed treason in act or 
Amertcan dtlHNhlp wh@ 1tr'111ded intent. 
as a ycnang wom.n in Japan at the 
start of World Warn. Mrs. d'Aquino AT WORST, Mrs. d'Aquino was 
was 1:ulrllHd by the Japanese gov- convicted on one vague count of ' 
ernment and people. She was forced treason out of eight charged, served 
to subsist in a hostile environment time in prison and paid her "debt to 
on her only marketable skill _ use society." If half the improprieties of ' 
of the English language _ first as a the prosecution in her trial charged 

in the JACL booklet Jre true, the 
typist for Radio Tokyo and then as "debt" may be the other way 
an announcer under Japanese Army 
orders. around. 

, Because she clung firmly to her Today, 30 years 1fter the war, , 
Americlll citizenship and tried to re- Japan is our ally and its emperor 
tum to this country at the end of the visited the U.S. without incident. 
war (af~r i year held incommunica- The mistre1tmont of J •panese-

: do without charges ,in a war crimes Americ~ dlU'inl ·tM WI!' ls conven-
. prison) me was tried and perhaps iently fgrg<>tten by D101t. It is hoped 

:unjustly c;onvicted of treason. tne "prejudices, ste~, and so-
cial more•'' of that time bJve been· 

HER STORY iJ fraught with sad set uide 8$ well. 
ironies. At the start of the wer she Todey, Mrs. d' Aquino lives quietly 
tried to ntum to the U.S. but missed in Chic110, avoid.ins the public lime-
a place on tho repatriation ships li~t. Perliap1 thil camp2lign to gain 
from Japan because tb~ Am~rican clemency will inconvenionc1 her by 
Embassy disputed her citizenship focusing publlc attention on her 
and she wu penniless. Had she re- agaln, liut a valuble 1enice, both 
tumed she would have been interned real and symbolic, would be done by 
with othttl' Japanese-Americans in a restDring to Mrs. Iva Tal\Ui d' Aqui-
"relocation carnp." Her mother died no Iler Ainericu citlzonlhlp, 
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'Tokyo Rose' Juror 
Urges a Pardon 

By Jerry Carroll and Keith Power 

The foreman of the San Fran, 
cisco jury that convicted Iva Toguri 
D'Aquino 26 years ago of being the 
traitor known as Tokyo Rose joined 
yesterday in the growing demand 
that she be given a presidential 
pardon. 

Located by The Chronicle in a 
Bay Area suburb where he lives in 
retirement with his wife, John 
Mann, 75, said the guilty verdict 
was forced by a federal judge who 
ignored repeated pleas from the 
jury that it was deadlocked. 

Beyond that, said Mann, many 
of the jurors were still inflamed by 
anti-Japanese sentiment that had 
been whipped up during World 

War II. "At that time, we were in 
the throes of Japanese-hating peo-
ple, .. Mann recalled. 

Mann, a former accountant 
said he finally joined the others i~ 
returning a guilty verdict against 
the Los Angeles-born Nisei after 
four arduous days of deliberation. 
But he said he instantly regretted it 
when he learned that a poll of 
newspaper reporters covering the 
trial showed a 9-to-1 vote favoring 
acquittal. 

:.That made me think that John 
Mann should have had a little bit 

Back Page Col. 2 
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'TOKYO ROSE' -JUROR ·URGES PARDON 
From Page I 

more guts to stick with his acquittal 
(votel, Mann remarked. 

The 30,000-member Japanese 
American Citizens League is spear-
heading the campaign for a pardon 
for Mrs. D'Aquino, now 59 and 
Jiving in seclusion in Chicago. Her 
trial in 1949 captured attention 
comparable to that accorded Patri-
cia Hearst. . • 

After iti~ trial, U.S. District 
Judge Michael J. Roche sentenced 
Iva to ten years in prison, fined her 
$10,000 and stripped her of the 
American citizenship that she had 
clung stubbornly to throughout the 
war in the face of fierce Japanese 
pressures. 

The host of a bland chatter-
and-platters program on Radio To-
kyo that was beamed at American 
men fighting in the Pacific, Iva 
tragically fell heir to the common 
belief that there was a sexy siren 
called Tokyo Rose whose mission 
was to demoralize U.S. soldiers and 
sailors. 

At war's end, American mili- • 
tary authorities held Iva in prison 
for a year before an investigation 
was completed and she was freed. 
The Chronicle discovered a U.S. 
Army document in the National 
Archives in January that concluded 
that Iva was not Tokyo Rose and 
that her wartime activities were 
harmless. 

"The Army forbade any of its 
officers or men to come to the 
trial," Mann said. There were sever-
al important generals that we were 
aware of at the time that were-
had come out in .her favor. We 
ihought they should have been 
(witnesses) at the trial." 

A year after her release, iva 
made the mistake of applying to re-
enter the country of her birth, 
stirring a whirl-wind of controversy 
that was fanned in large part by the 
powerful radio commentator Wal-
ter Winchell. 

At a time when the Truman 
administration was being accused 
of being soft on traitors, the Justice 
Department reopened the case, 

16 ~an ..Y"rancisro Cll1ronirlr * * Mon., Feb. 16, 1976 

despite the Army findings, and 
brought Iva to trial. It was to be the 
most expensive judicial proceeding 
up to that time. 

The jurors, after a five-week 
trial, initially split 9 to 3 in favor of 
acquittal, vainly trying during four 
days of bitter wrangling to per-
suade Judge Roche that they were 
deadlocked. 

"The judge said they spent a 
million dollars on this trial al-
ready," Mann recalled. "He said if 
you go back there and do nothing 
other than-he didnt say in these 
same words-convict her , we'll 
have to have this trial all over 
again." 

Asked if he regarded Judge 
Roche as, in effect, directing the all-
white jury of six men and six 
women to return a guilty verdict, 
Mann replied: "Yes, I think so." 

He indicated there was great 
pressure against himself and two 
other holdouts because the jury 
members were weary and angry, 
;mxious to end the affair and 
return to their families and jobs. 

"I was surprised at the severity 
of the judge's sentence," Mann 
remembered. "I just didn't expect 
that much." 

He said, "In my idea of justice, 
they (the prosecution) failed misera-
bly to convict her." 

Although Mann said, "I was 
against her conviction all the way 
through," he said that he felt at the 
end that there was sufficient 
grounds in a narrow technical 
sense to reach the verdict of guilty 
of treason. 
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TIME 
AMERICAN NOTES 

Counterfeit Inflation 
It should come as no surprise that 

inflation has also hit those who man-
ufacture phony money. In 1966 the av-
erage take after passing a counterfeit 
bill was $14.30. Now the counterfeiters 
are making more bills of larger de-
nominations. The average amount 
ripped off last year reached $23. I 8, a 
jump of 62%. The Consumer Price In-
dex rise since 1966 was almost exactly 
the same. Because big bills do not mean 
so much these days, a Secret Service 
counterfeiting specialist concedes. "you 
can change a $100 bill more easily 
now." Trouble is, they buy less-just 
like real dollars. 

A Real Bash in 207 6 
Seeing nearby towns scurrying for 

money to celebrate the nation's Bicen-
tennial, Mrs. Helen Beverley, 51, of 
Danvers, Mass., determined that, come 
2076, Danvers' city fathers would not 
find themselves similarly strapped. She 
will collect $10 each from 100 resi-
dents and deposit the $1 ,000 in a bank, 
along with a list of the donors, in an ac-
count not to be opened for l 00 years. 
By her reckoning, with interest com-
pounded quarterly at 7%, the fund will 
grow to "$1,032,207 plus pennies. They 
can have a real bash in 2076." But 
will they indeed? If the recent 6.2% an-
nual inflation rate were to continue, 
the purchasing power of the accumu-
lated funds would amount to $2,519.51. 

Increasing the Lockup 
For those who believe that prison is 

the surest antidote to crime, the news 
last week was good. It gave others pause, 
however, when Corrections magazine re-
ported that as 1976 began, 249.538 peo-
ple were behind bars in the U.S.-the 
highest number of federal and state in-
mates in history. The total has been ris-

8 TIME, FEBRUARY 16, 1976 

ing slowly since 1967, when it stood at 
195,000, and last year's jump of 24.000 
was the largest on record. Every state 
showed a rise except California, whose 
prison population dropped 20% because 
of new parole guidelines. 

Elsewhere totals climbed not only 
because crime and the number of ar-
rests increased but also because judges 
were meting out longer sentences and 
parole boards were harder to persuade 
that some inmates should be freed . 
These factors may or may not deter 
crime, but they will surely lead to over-
crowding and understaffing unless pris-
on budgets are increased to carry the 
new load. 

By Any Other Name 
"Wonder who your wives and girl 

friends are out with tonight?" cooed 
Tokyo Rose to Gls in the Pacific in 
World War II, hoping that her infa-
mously seductive lilt would chip away 
at their morale. In fact, there never 
was a Tokyo Rose. The name was giv-
en by Gls to twelve or more English-
speaking women who, beginning in 
1942, regularly broadcast out of Tokyo 
and other points. By her own admis-
sion, one of the sultry voices belonged 
to Mrs. Iva Toguri d' Aquino, now 59, 
who operates a gift shop in Chicago 
-and is still thought of by some as 
Tokyo Rose. 

She was a Los Angeles-born U.S. 
citizen when she went to Japan in 1941 
to visit a sick aunt. She was trapped in 
the war, and as a virtual P.0.W., she 
claims, was forced to make several of 
the 340 U.S.-monitored broadcasts. Her 
on-the-air nickname was "Orphan 
Ann." A 1946 U.S. Army legal memo ac-
knowledged that there was no evidence 
that she had ever addressed treasonous 
remarks to specific American units. She 
never renounced her American citizen-

l 

ship and, as a result, was convicted in 
San Francisco in 1949 on one count of 
treason. She thus lost her citizenship. 
spent 6½ years in prison and was fined 
$10,000. 

Now the 30,000-member Japanese-
American Citizens League is circulating 
a petition to have Mrs. Aquino pardoned 
by President Ford. "The judge sentenced 
\he legend of Tokyo Rose," contends the 
league, not a real person. Mrs. Aquino 
is far from sanguine about the outcome 
of the pardon effort, but recognizes that 
it would at least restore her U.S. cit-
izenship. "America is my home; it will 
always be my home," she declares, "and 
I never did anything disloyal to the 
country I love." 

Taps for the Draft Board 
There has been one all but total ca-

sualty of President Ford's new budget: 
the draft board. Ford and the Office of 
Management and Budget have decided 
to rely on the National Guard and re-
serve troops to fill out the regular vol-
unteer forces in the early stages of any 
national emergency. The Selective Ser-
vice budget will be cut by 80%, to less 
than $7 million in fiscal 1977. That is 
enough to keep 100 employees (down 
from 2,000 now) planning emergency 
preparedness procedures, but far less 
than would be needed to register the 2 
million or so youths who turn 18 each 
year. So no more draft cards are being 
issued. It is still unlawful, however, for 
men who already have them to de-
stroy their little black and white cards. 
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HORIUCHI, Wayne K. 

(re. Iva Toguri case) 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

WAYNE K . HORIUCHI 
WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE . N .W . 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 20036 

12021 223-1240 

Robert T. Hartmann 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Counsellor Hartmann, 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS . JACL 

DAVID E . USHIO , NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

1765 POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94115 

I •151 921.522s 

February 24, 1976 

On behalf of the Japanese American Citizens League, I 
wanted to thank you for the support which you showed in 
attending the White House Ceremony for the rescission of 
Executive Order 9066. Japanese Americans can be proud to 
say that this black mark is now removed from American history. 

Pursuant to David Ushio's discussion with you regarding 
the Iva Toguri case, you may find of interest the enclosed 
editorial from the Washington Evening Star and a letter to 
the editor in the Wall Street Journal from the case officer 
who investigated the "Tokyo Rose" case. 

Again, thank you for the kind and thoughtful consider-
ation in supporting the rescission of Order 9066. 
Mr. Ushio and I hope to be seeing you 

n Representative 

WKH/llc 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 

• 



The Washington star· 
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, 'Toky~-R.Ose/ echo of histor,Y 
• I 

. . '" . . . . 
. . • ·;•• ·1 

.That Tokyo Rose is drawing attention two and • tuguese national in 1945) was released after ·1 
a ·half decades after her conviction for treason having been imprisoned . by . the U.S. for more 

.' must seem anachronistic, if not downrig~t than a year and after the Army and the Justice 
mystifying, to that 'half of today's_ Ameri_cao Department initially cleared her_. Two years ' 
population that was not alive in 1945. · •. later, after the government finally .had-had to . 

The Japanese American Citizens League, with -1 . appeal publicly for the witnesses· required to -- , 
30,000 members, has underway a campaign to - prosecute for treason, she was re-arrested, 
secure a presidential pardon for Iva Toguri . . taken to San Francisco and indicted - a move . 
D'Aquino. But it is likely to be a futile effort - strenuously backed by several veterans organi- · • 

, the imagery of the notorious nickname; Tokyo • .. - .zations and by Walter Winchell, among others. 
-Rose, is still too vivid -to that other half of the • • • •.. "Goyernment peremptory challenges· ex- ·" 
• populace for whom World Wat JI was an indel- . '. . eluded any but Caucausian jurors. Defense wit- .. 
-, ible event. •• . : _.. . 1 ·,·"' nesses testified they were threatened ·and i 
:- • The Wall Stree_t Journal's Edwin McDowell -. 1· · • intimidated_ by government _officials , A~ FBI . 

recently re-exammed _the case of Tokyo Rose. agent admitted that one ·government witness 
''We're convinced that she was unfairly singled l confessed that he had been bribed to testify 

• out and wrongly convicted," David U shio, direc- 1 • falsely . against Mrs. D' Aquino before the grand 
tor of the citizens league, told the ·reporter; and jury ... •• ,,.the Journal story recounts. • • • 

• Mr. _McDowell says a lengthy review of the . The principal eyewitnesses to Mrs. D' Aqui~- , 
record strongly ,suggests that Mrs. D' Aqu~o's no's "treason" were two of her Japanese ~uperi- • 
defenders may be right._ • ors at Radio Tokyo, "both of them 'American-

This is touchy business. Only Mr.s. D' Aquino born citizens who renounced their U.S. citizen- . 
and 23 • other Americans have been convicted of ship after going to Japan in the 1930s." All of the • 
treason since 1795. To intimate that a miscar- other female announcers at Radio Tokyo during 
riage of justice may have occurred in the venge- the war were let off and two of them subsequent_. 
ful mood of the postwar years will be decidedly ly were allowed to return to live in the United 
uncongenial to some people. • States. . ' _ : • • ' •. ' • ,. 

Iva Toguri was a graduate of UCLA: she was Mrs. D'Aquino was convicted of one count of ., 
caught in Japan visiting a sick relative when the trying to undermine American morale during • 
war began .. She barely understood the language _ wartime, though it took the jury three attempts 
and was under surveillance of the secret police. _. to come in with a guilty verdict. She went to 
In late 1943, she began working as a secretary at prison for six years. Mrs. D'Aquino, now S9, 
Radio Tokyo. About .30 Allied POWs were also lives in Chicago; She .is reluctant to assist her 
there; cooperating under threat of death. When own cause. "I've learned to live with what hap-

, the 75-minute programs designed to erode the pened to me," she says, "to accept it like an ill-
morale of American forces were begun, an Aus- ness." • • ' • . , 
tralian major told the Japanese bosses he want- An election year is not a good time for seeking 1 
ed her to help with the announcing because, he a presidential pardon for a person convicted of ' 
said, he trusted her to support the POW's efforts treason._ But after reading -Mr. _McDowell's arti- ,, 
to minimize the propaganda content of the cle, we are persuaded that the case of "Tokyo 
broadcasts. • Rose" does merit official ·consideration. • 

So she was drafted for the job. There were Two days after Mrs. ))'Aquino was -sentenced 
other people with U.S. citizenship at the station .in 1949, a small Japanese-American newspaper 
- Mrs. D' Aquino alone refused to renounce that contended that the ·government was "punishing 
citizenship. Had she done so; it is probable she :.. a legend rather than the human being ~ho stood 
would not have been brought to trial after the in the dock of justice." • ,.. • -.• • 
war. In addition, there were as many as a dozen On the possibility that such m.ay have pe.en 
"Tokyo Roses" - the single naine was coined · ·, true, it is consonant with our sense pf justice to 

•by U.S. troops for women who broadcast over _ re-examine whether injustice .was .done .. Ac-
-the station. • • ' knowle!iging error is a mark of maturity, in na-

After the war, Iva Toguri ·c~o married~ Por- . tions as i~ndivi,duals. "fr) -, 
n c ce I ottd -i't?n:21rtit Mrd 

• 
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.. /Letters .to .the\ EditOr-~f_of~the; J·oUrllal!} 
_..___ .. _.{_..,_ • .:-.i..i\.:t·tl.i-.L _: t~".•ll~•~-=l..J.......L....~\,...ll.t.1.' .,.,..~'i .. " - "L 

More101;1 ~'.fokyo Ro~e'~- .• '«;\ ·, 
Editor, 'The :Wall Street· Journal: ·_ 

i r~ad with unusual hlterest•Edwin "Mc-
Do_woll's_ a.rtjcle "The' ~~_: __ of ·:Tokyo ,1 ' Rose'" (F'eb. 6). To my.knowlecife this is .,

1 
the first time that there hava been .publi- •· 

. ."cized facts . concerning. the:{-circumstances , 
of Iva Toguri D_'Aqliino. . , • • • • 

I; I was the case· officer of the Tokyo Met-
ropolitan Counter Intelligence Corps de-' 

. tachment . in charge of the investigations 
_.'-concerning allied-personnel who.had broa'd• , 

•• ·cast for the Japanese· ovei;- Rapio Tokyo ·· 
l. __ during . wartime. Together with an officer _ 

·of the Australian Field Security S_ervice, .I 
__personally_ interrogated ·Major~ Cousens, · 

., -Major Ince; .Jonn D. ,Provoo· and .Mark 
Lewis Streeter. I was. a. witness for the 

• Australian go'.vernment in its trea.'son case . 
• \ against Major Cousens. , , -

The essenti_al facts you related concern- ·, 
_ing • the reasons -for Mrs. D' Aquino's pres-
ence in Tokyo, and her attempts. to leave· it' 
prior to the war, ·were independently con-
firmed by the Counter Intelligence Corps. 

In a signed statement, Major Cousens 
_ took sole responsibility tor the fact · tha~ 

Mrs. D'Aquino wa:;i ordered by the Japa-
nese to-·broadcast the scripts whicq were 

• • written by· Cousens -and Ince~ On his own 
initiative, he advised the Japanese •in 
charge of his broadcast section that a typ-
ist, Mrs. D'.Aquino, would make a good 3.11-
mouncer; and thereupon the .Japanese ·or-
dered--Mrs. 'D'Aquino to read the scripts. 
As Cousens and the Japanese both 'admit-
ted, she had no choice in this regard. 

It was and is inconceivable to me that 
the United States would try 'Mrs. D'Aquino 
for ·treason without Jirst _ trying ·others .... 
whose 'conduct was far more questionable 

- in matters of degree. It is uncontroverted . 
' that there was no such thµig a.s "Tokyo 

Rose." ' You a:re correct that there w~re 
quite a few women announcers in • }:tadio 
Tokyo, some of whom at one time held 
American -citizenship. Only Mrs. D' Aquino 
was tried. Perhaps , the United States di'd -
not wish to -admit that there wa.s more than 
one American ·"Tokyo Rose," but in fact I 
there w~re less _mitigating circumstances 
for the conduct of the · others. . .; 

GEORGE S. GUYSI ~-
Oklahoma City, Okla_- ·_ • • . , ., 

.- ,~- . •. , .... ' ' . ;;-· ! ... }' ,·') 

• 

Kari Theisen
Rectangle



TOKYO ROSE MATERIALS 
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1l:tnit.eh §tates ilepartm.ent nf 1Justic.e 
CB>ffice of tlye IJarllon Attorney 

HlnslJington, il.Ot. 20530 

August 11, 197 

r. Joe Rose 
Director ub lie 
YGU-.mc a 11., 
605 t(apiolani _ou1 ev rd 
ionolulu, !·mr .. ii ~681Z 

D a r • 1r . Rose : 

1 ,11.13 

The Whi tc ·!cu~'! 1as 
tion concerning Iva Toguri D' 
for consid •retic1. 

rward d your co . unica-
uino to this Dcpar nt 

Iva -Toguri 1 Act•ino filed & r:cti tion for pa:r o_n 
after cor.:pl tic-1; of scnb..nc(> in !Tcvcr> .er J 9G$. • ... 1e 
pcti t.:i on ,·a::: donicc! j Octol (''!"' 1 f, • t:il-:c n! 
other pcr~on w~c ha9 been convictc of a Federal 
feJ cny, ha~: nerve<-" thf" senta:r-,c re been a l v•-

i·ir.q I".'c:rrt:er oft e cc1rytmit~, fer seve.,.nl 
yea:::"' Gill set1u~nt to th£' co~pleti<m of the sc;1t~nce, 
sh in clisri le to re, pr,ly for a pardon i chcoce 
Jot ever, she hao not done ~o. IZ she slould r•n ply. 
her pcti ticn iO"ld r cc-ivc the arx: cm si .r tio:: 
accordcc to ether cJ:tg· le petition rs and the Attcrney 
General t·ould ac.'lvise the rcoi. :m.t \-~hether L his 
opinic the petitio1· r:hould l~c qr nted or ~enie . 
Presidential pardor., incidentallyr is c sin of forgive-
ness hut oes not constitute intin cf i~~ocu ce. 

bee: 

S:..ncercly, 

Law:-:-c•nc<- r·. ':'raylo~ 
ardon Att.0rney 

Kenneth A. Lazarus/ 
Associate Counsel to the President 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 9, 1976 

Dear Congressman Pritchard: 

I have been asked to reply to your letter of June 23 to the 
President recomme.n.ditlg that the case of Iva Toguri D'Aqu.io.o 
be reviewed becauae of allegations that her· con.victia.n. was 
based on queationahl.e fa.eta and circumsta.n.ces. 

Iva. Toguri:• D' .Aqai.a;a. filed a. petiti pardon after completion. 
of seute~c:e iA Novfi'riba:£· 1968.. Th petition was denied in.- · 
Octob.,..-1969--.::· • Like:-aay othei--p !f who ha.a been convicted of 
a. Fea-ral :teiaaay,. baa, ••r'f'ed the: s nten.ce and been a law-abiding 
memb-..r-of the•e.1'.~ •~ y a.rs subsequent to the 
con:tpletiea.af.tlae- · .. aa,ance.,_- ahe i• eligible-to reapply for a 
pardGlt:i.£ ahe-c::hooaect.,.. How..- ;, she baa not. done- so. If she 
ahmilcl:reapply,,: hlH-:petiti.OA. would. re--c iva the same consideration. 

• accorded to- .other eligil>le·petition&rs and the Attorney General 
would advise. the- President whether- • his opinion the petition. 
should be: gra.med or-dem.ed... A Presidential pardon,. incidentally. 
is a: ai.gn- of_ forgivatll'S.• but- doe• not constitute a finding of in.nocence. 

Your. iatere.t in Mn. D'Aquino is appreciated. 

Since-rely, 

0-. • . A- Laza.rus. 
Aaaoc:iat. Cou.a.a.el 
to tha P esi.dent-

~: .. ~-'·>f:. 

Haaalfatdr.1...,Pritehard 
n.,_.,~ Rlllpr•• tau., ... 
W,a~~,- 0.,::~C,.:i, Z0SlS 

bee:· Lar~-y Trayl~_r: 
Central Files -•• · .-,, · 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Lawrence M. Traylor 
The Pardon Attorney 
Department of Justice 

The attached correspondence is referred to your office for 
direct response. It has not been acknowledged by this office. 

We would appreciate receiving a copy of your response. 
Thank you. 

Attachments 

jk>L /XJ-t?ec2uu J ~ ) 
Kenneth A. LazaruiJ v 
Associate Counsel 
to the President 

• 



~o/ 
N AR NE CORPS LEAGUE 

ROOM 549-2 - STATE HOUSE 
BOSTON, MASS. 02133 

INCORPORATE D BY CT OF CO~GRESS 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

727 • 3691 

June 16, 19 76 

As State Commandant of the Department of Massachusetts, Marine 
Corps League, sitting in convention in Hyannis, Massachusetts on the 
19th of June, the Delegates and Alternates at this convention have 
passed unanimously that you, as President, do not give a pardon to 
Iva Toguri d'Aquino, better known to marines of World War Ifas 
Tokyo Rose. 

Mr. President, as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces , on 
Memorial Day each year, you put a wreath on the Unknown Soldier's 
grave in the National Cemetery, and we are sure, in your heart, as you 
look at the rows of crosses of all the marines, soldiers and sailors that 
particip-ated and died in World War II, that you would not consider 
giving Tokyo Rose a pardon. 

Mr. President, wishing you the best in all your endeavors and 
God be with you and your family in these trying days. 

Respectfully, 

State Commandant 

LPC:dmm 

• 



ROBERT T. MATSUI 
COUNCILMA N, DIST RICT 8 

1329 H STR EE'.T 
SACRAMENTO, C ALIFORN I A 9~8t4 

(918) 444-2550 

C9ity of S acratn ento 
C A L I FO RN I A 

June 28, 197 6 

The Honorable · Gerald Ford 
President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Ford: 

I like many other Americans have been following the 
matter of Iva ·Toguri d'Aquino, who was known during World 
War II and at her subsequent trial as "Tokyo Rose". As you 
are undoubtedly aware, during Mrs. d'Aquino's trial, two 
individuals testified against her and she was subsequently 
convicted of treason against the United States of America. 
Recently, the two Government witnesses who testified against 
her at her trial admitted that they had committed perjury. 
It is very questionable that Mrs. d'Aquino would have been 
convicted had those two individuals told the truth. 

As a member of the Japanese American community in 

1
·1 California, I certainly hope that you will consider granting 

Mrs. d'Aquino a full Presidential pardon for any alleged crime 
that she had been convicted for. The Attorney General of the 
State of California, Evelle Younger, has recently stated that 

1 he fP.els that her conviction was unjust and unwarranted. I 
certainly hope that you, as the moral leader of our Country, 
will review this matter, and when you do, I am sure that you 
will come to the same conclusion as our Attorney General.~ 

R {) . 
I thank you, and I am (1 ,,, 

Very truly yours, 

rfuJ~~-
ROBERT T. MATSUI 

RTM: jb 

• 



CIT ·:0 OF l\tIOJ\TTERE9 PAPi..K 

June 22, 1976 

Honorable Gerald Ford, President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Ci\LI FORNI}\ 

I, too, was one of the young men of Japanese background who served in 
the United States Army, Pacific Theatre, during the second World War. 

Now that the negative feelings of that great war have subsided, perhaps we 
can more objectively judge some of the actions taken by our government 
right after that war. One of them was the adjudication of one Mrs. d1 Aquino, 
known during World War II as one of the "Tokyo Roses 11 (there were fourteen). 

I followed her trial via the newspapers with mixed and troubled feelings --
mixed because it is always difficult to follow and make rational, objective 
conclusions about any judicial activities reported in newspapers -- and 
troubled because she was one of "my people. " 

After these many years, with maturity on my part, and with more information 
not available previously, I, too, must conclude that an injustice was done to 
Mrs. d' Aquino. I am sure that if the case is fully investigated by our Justice 
Department the report will recommend a full Presidential pardon. 

Therefore, it is my hope that your feeling for equal justice and fairness to 
all will order a Presidential pardon for Mrs. d' Aquino during our Bicentennial 
celebration of July 4, 1976. 

zerely yours, 

tJ:~~/fyt ,h , 
GEORGEIGE 
MAYOR.PRO TEM 
GI:ESL 

320 WEST NEWMARK AVENUE • /v\ONTEREY PARK , CALIFORNIA 91754 • 573-1211 • 283-6445 

• 
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CIT Y OF LONG BE·ACH 

CITY HALL 

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90802 

June 28, 1976 

The Honorable Gerald Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

EUN ICE N . SATO 
C OU NCILWO MAN SE.VENTH DISTRICT 

I respectfully request you to consider the case of Mrs. Iva 
Toguri d 1 Aquino for full presidential pardon. I request 
this action based on the following reasons: 

Whereas, it has not been conclusively determined that 
Iva Toguri actually broadcasted anti-American propaganda; and 

Whereas, Iva Toguri risked her own safety by clandes-
tinely providing American POW 1 s with extra food, clothing, 
blankets and medicine throughout her employment at Radio 
Tokyo; and 

Whereas, Iva Toguri was found to be innocent of seven 
out of eight charges, her conviction on one count being 
reached only after legally questionable actions by Judge 
Roche; and 

Whereas, Iva Toguri has already served her sentence, 
paid the monetary fine, and has more than fully repaid her 
debt to society even though never conclusively proven guilty; 

Therefore I urge that Iva Toguri d 1 Aquino be granted a 
full pardon, including the restoration of her United States 
citizenship, which I believe will be justified by a re-
examination of her case. 

ENS:me 

Sincerely yours, /4 
,J ..J-o::, , - a /,. 

-~{,, J,'U,,C./4..,' / ! - ( ,C..v 

EUNICE N. SATO 
Councilwoman 
Seventh District • 
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PRE5I, ENT GER .ALO FORD 
~AShINGTON DC 20500 

t SIR AS NATIONAL COMM~NDER OF AX•PO~, INC AND OF THE PACIFIC THEATER 
WORLD WAR II I STRONGL~ URGE IN THE NAME OF EX•POW 1S AND OUR 
ORG~NIZATION THAT TOKYO ROSE IS NOT GRANTED PARDON AND/OR ESPECIALLY 

( REINSTATED CITIZENSHIP AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN SINCERELY 

C 

JOSEPH R PERRY NATIONAL COMMANDER INC 1777 LAUREL PL ANAHEIM 
CA 92801 

1U1S EST 

( HGMCOMP MGM 

-= ...... - .:. ,-

• 



l!luiteh ital.es ilepartmeut of Busti.re 
8ffirr of tl1e IJa:rilon Attorney 
ffluslf iugtou, II.Qt. 20530 

June 18, 1976 

Mr. Kenneth Hahn 
Supervisor, Second District 
Board of sur-ervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

Dear Mr. Hahn: 

I have been asked to reply to your letter of 
June 10, 1976 to the rresident recommending a pardon 
for Iva Toguri d'Aquino and enclosing a pamphlet 
concerning her case. 

Iva Toguri D'Acuino filed a petition for pardon 
after co111pletion of sentence in November 1968. The 
petition was denied in October 1969. Like any 
other person who has been convicted of a Federal 
felony: has served the sentence and been a la~-
abiding meJ'rl.ber of the community several 
years subsequent to the completion of the sentence, 
she is eligible to reapply for a pardon if she chooseq. 
However, she has not done so. If she should reapply, 
her petition would receive the sa~e consideration 
accorded to other eligible petitioners and the Attorney 
General would advise the President whether in his 
opinion the petition should be granted or denied. A 
Presidential pardon, incidentally, is a sign of forgive-
ness but does not constitute a finding of innocence. 

Your interest in t-trs. d 'Aquino is appreciated. 

bee: Kenneth A. Lazarus 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence M. Traylor 
Pardon Attorney 

Associate Counsel to the President 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1976 

MEMO FOR: 
PHIL BUCHEN 

KEN LAZARUS 
FROM: 

In answer to your recent question re 
pardon petition for 11 Tokyo Rose

11

, 

please note attached. 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: KEN LAZARUS 

FROM: PHIL BUCHE(j? 

Attached is correspondence dealing with a 
possible Presidential pardon for Tokyo Rose. 

Is there a petition pending at the Pardon 
Attorney's Office? 

• 



:May 27. 1976 

De~r Marty: 

Thank you for your le~r of May 21 tranamitting 
a copy of correspondenc:e Seaator Hatfield ha• 
rl!ceived Ngardillg a poaaible ?residential pardon 
for Iva 'I'Ofle'IU'i., 

We appr.c:iate your coorteay i.n passing alo.og thls 
letter. 

Viitb bett wbhea,. 

Sincer~ly, 

W IUiam T. Kendall 
Deputy A9slsta.nt 
to the Presiil.nt 

M.a1>ti11 B. Gold,. . Stail Aasbta:st to 
The Eoaon.ble Mark O. Hat!leld 
United Stat-e• Senate 
Washl.ngtoo,. D. C. 20510 

~c: w/inc to Philip Bucben FYI 
"\VTK;b.. 

f 



_MARK 0 . HATFIELD 
OREGON 

., 

Mr. William Kendall 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

May 21, 1976 

Deputy Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Bill: 

Enclosed is a copy of correspondence Senator Hatfield has 
received regarding a possible Presidential pardon for Iva 
Toguri. 

Senator Hatfield does not know whether such a pardon is 
being considered, nor does he wish to express a sentiment 
about it, but he promised his constituents that he would 
pass their expression on to the White House. That is the 
purpose of this communication. 

MBG:bc 
Enclosure 

Sincer 

Martin B. Gol 
Staff Assistant to 
Senator Marko. Hatfield 

• 
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\'.'ILLARD MIDEl~SOtl POST ~W. 21.71 
The Da ll es , Oregon 97058 

t;ay 12, l '.:i7 6 

Tho Honorable ~ark O. Hatfield 
Lnitod States Senate 
~63 nussc ll Building 
\ias l·1in[ton, D. C. 20510 

Dos.r Sen&tor iiat.fie ld: 

VET ERANS 0 F FOREIGN WARS 0 F T H E UNITED STATES 



lllnit.eh §tat.es il.epartm.ent of Yustk.e 
®£fin of tl1e l}arilon Attorney 

Rfns!Jington, il.Gr. 20530 

~ay 11 , 1976 

Honor ble velle J . Younger 
Attorney G neral 
tate o C lifornia 

Dep rtment of Ju tice 
. 800 Tishm n Builcing 

3580 Wilshir- Boulevard 
Lo Angele , California 90010 

Dear Mr . 1',ttorne·• General: 

The President has asked to reply to your 
letter of. April 23 , 1976 reco. ending th the er nt a 

rdon to Iva Toqur D' Ar_ruino . 

Iva To ri D' quino filed a ,et-ition for. ar on 
fter cc pletion o ento.ce in nova. bBr 1968. The 

oetition wa denied in Octo er 1969. Lik~ any 
ether oerson who as been convict of a ~deral 
felony, h· erved the sen ence and. b en a la -
abiding nemler of the co unity for ~evcral 

ars ubse uent to the co letion of the sentence, 
she i cl'gibl to r.ao 1 for a pardon if ~h chooses. 
However , she has ot done so . If she ould renp 1, 
hr etition ·ould roceiv the nare consiueri'\tion 
nccorded to other eli ihl etitionor .• ~nd the AtQ9r~ay 

weul.d die th r eidert whether ·n h 
o !1 t e o, -t:i •. o tld b nted 
Pre!Jid nti.:i.l par , al ive-
nos ut does not con a noCcit . .__4 

our interest in thi mutter i a. r ciatcd. 

bee: Kenneth A. Lazarus 

Sincerely, 

La,rence •• Tra_ lor 
Pardon J.ttorney 

By : D~vid c. Ste hen on 
Deput• Pardon Attorn y 

Associate Counsel to the President 



To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

Lawrence M. Traylor Datez 4/28/76 
Pardon Attorney 
Department of Justice 
W'ashingLon, D. C. 20534 

ACTION REQUESTED 
___ Draft reply for: 
_____ President's siqnature. 
_____ Undersigned's signature. 

___ Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

__ x_ Direct reply. 
__ _.... __ Furnish information copy. 

___ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

_____ Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

___ For your information. 

___ For comment. 

NOTE 

Prompt action is essential, 
If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment Is re• 
quested. 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

__ x~ Letter: ___ Telegram; Other: 
To: 

From: 
Date: 

Subject: 

President Ford 
Evelle Younger, California 1.1!7 
4/23/76 
11 Tokyo Rose" (Iva Toguri D ' Aquino) 

B,yj~ P ~•n"'--t:_,,~,,__ 

~eth A. Lazarus 
Associate Counsel to the President 

(Copy to remain with correspondence) 

• 



-
EVELLE J. YOUNGER STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

iltpurtmrut nf ~u.atirt 
31580 WILSHIRE BLVD. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90010 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
16 00 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Pardon for Iva Toguri 

Dear President Ford: 

( 21}) 620-2600 

April 23, 1976 

In recent months, there has been renewed interest in the case of Iva 
Toguri (D'Aquino), the woman of fapanese ancestry who was convicted 
shortly after World War II of treason as being the supposed "Tokyo 
Rose." 

Although she has long since served her sentence and paid her.fine, the 
treason conviction prevents her from regaining her American citizenship. -
Iva Toguri has steadfastly maintained her innocence and many people 
today believe that her conviction was more a product of wartime hysteria 
than a trial on the merits. Of course, this dispute cannot be definitively 
re solved some thirty years later. 

However, in light of the substantial doubt which now exists over the 
fairness of the original conviction, and Ms. Toguri's excellent conduct 
since such time, I believe it would now be appropriate for you to restore 
her AmE:_rica.~ .. 9 itizenship by granting her a Presidential pardon. -

I urge you to do so. 
• 



May 12, 1976 

Dear Congreeaman. Fraser: 

The Prealdent ha• ••k•d me to reply to your letter of 
April 23, 1976. recommending that be gre.,at a pardon to 
Iva Togurl D' Aquino. 

Iva Toaurl D'Aqulllo filed a petition tor pardon after 
completion of aentence in November 1968. The petition 
wa• dented in October 1969. Like ally other who 
ha• been convicted of a Federal felony, ha• aerved the 
sentence and been a law•abldiAS member of the community 
for aeffral years •ubeequent to the completion of the 
aentence, she Le eligible to reap9ly for a pardon lf abe 
choo•••• However, ahe ha• not done so. U she •hould 
Napply, her petition would receive the aame consideration 
accorded to other eligible petltlonera. 

Your Interest ln thl• matter l• appreciated, 

Sincerely» 

Kenneth A. Lazarus 
A••oclate Counael 
to the Preaident 

The Honorable Donald M. J'raaer 
Hou•e of Repreeentattvee 
Waehlngton, n. c.. 20515 

bee: Phil Buehen 

• 
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i'ha.u fOU fer your .t'a))Xil. () letwr to 
t o Px•sid1a&t indicatin9 your litr.,>Ort 
fo,r approv l of tua ~ition of puao~ 
of $,. Iva '.t"ogurJ. 4'Agui.Do. 

Please toe a-sauz:84 I shall call your 
let~ t.o t.n Preaidaut.'a attention 

t tho earliest opport:unity .. 

~ith U re9arda# 

Charles .L,e,p~t.., J~. 
Dt1puty Assiat.ant 
to the P.rui&mt 

'fne fton0.:tau1o ~nald 1,. Pruar 
liOuae of ~reaentatifts 
Wubington~ u.c. lOSlS 

w/incoming to Philip B-ueea for further handling 
B«ckel1 

CL:JEB:VO:rg 

f 



OONALD M. FRASER 
!5TH!)ISTRICT. MINNESOTA 

1t11 HOUSE OFFICE BuILDING 
202-225-4755 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
180 FEDERAL CoURTS BulLDING 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 
612-725-2081 

<!Congress of tbt Wniteb ~tatts 
1!,oujt of l\eprtjtntatibtj 

llla~fngton, 39.~. 20515 

President Gerald Ford 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

(i'(( Dear Mr. President: 

April 30, 1976 

s-
lNTERNATIONAL RE 

COMMITTEE 

SUBC0MMITrEES: 

CHAIRMAN, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND CoMMERCE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
COMMITTEE 

It is my understanding that the Japanese American Citizens 

'

League will soon ask you to support a pardon for Iva Toguri 
d 1Aquino. 

Mrs. d'Aquino now lives in Chicago. She served six years 
of a ten-year sentence after having been convicted of trying 
to undermine American morale during wartime. Her case has· 
come to be known as the Tokyo Rose case. 

Based upon my knowledge of her case, it seems clear to me 
that we indicted, prosecuted, convicted, sentenced and 
punished a legend rather than an individual U.S. citizen. 
Mrs. d'Aquino is a victim of the events and circumstances 
that led to and surrounded our war with Japan. 

I know that two earlier petitions for clemency have been 
denied. Pardoning Iva Toguri d'Aquino at this time, during 
our Bicentennial--Mrs. d'Aquino was born on July 4--seems 
to me to be the right thing to do at the right time. 

I hope you will seriously consider and favorably act upon 
her petition when it is received. 

-



<!Congress of tbe fflniteb ~tates 
rt,ousc of l\cprcscntatibcs 
almlm,bington, IU!C. 20515 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

.:.:tE,,-'.!!!:l ;::t.!!.,Z !l! ..., .;;:.;::...:: 

President Gerald Ford 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

-...-W:~ --~ .-a... 

.I 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
«<'~ IJ 

WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Mr. Philip Buchen 

LAW BUILDING, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48913 

RICHARD K . HELMBRECHT, Director 

March 12, 1976 

Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

In catching up on some back Wall Street Journals I noticed 
the enclosed article. If the article is fifty percent 
accurate I would strongly reco1TJTiend for your consideration 
a recommendation for a Presidential pardon . 

Richard K. Helmbrecht 
Director 
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The Case of 'Tok)'o Rose' ··· -
• By J!lDWIN MCDoWELL 

Twenty years ago la.st month Iva To«Url 
D' Aquino was freed from federal -prison af• 
ter servlnr more than llix years of a 10 
year sentence. Hers was no ordinary 
crime: She WJlB one of the 24 Americans 
convicted of tNbon since 17911. And Mrs. , 
D'Aquino Is anything but an ordinary ex• 
convict : She Is the notorious Tokyo Rose. 

Trapped In a country wtloN • 1anrua,e _, acts of, treuon, opmecl in July 1949, luted 
she barely undel'lltood, , , llbe eventually alrnoat U .._Ila, totalled almoat one mil-
found a job In mid-19'2 with Domel news lion worda, ooet IOIINi '7110,000 and IJlvolved 
agency. In January 11M3 ahe went ,to work • 71 wti.- plus depoeltlOIIII from 19 wit• 
88 a cler~-typiat for the Jeption;l, neuea In Japan. It wu tt,e 1onpat treason 
1even months later llbe alao took a ~- trial In U.S. hratory, and It wu hardly a' 

. time aecretarial job at Radio Tokyo. , All p~ng of which the u .s : can be proud. 
the while she waa under IIUl'Velllance of the - Govemment peremptory challenges ex-
secret police, who rer.118-':ly In for • eluded any but CaiJcutan juron, Defense 
reports on her whereabouts. They aI., q• witnesses teatlfled they were threatened 
geated that she become a Japanese cltlRn, and Intimidated by pemment officials. 
otherwise she would be under constant An FBI agent admitted that one ,ovem-
scrutlny IU)d suspicion aa an enemy alien me,it wltnela coaf11ae ii that he had been 
and denied food ratlona. bribed to 'teatit1 falaely agalnat ·Mrs. 

Tokyo Rose! The very name conjures 
up memories of a femme fatale broad<:&Bt· 
Ing a mixture of music and propaganda to 
American fighting men. So It may come aa 
a shock to learn•that a growing number of 
Americans are convinced that Iva Togurl 
D'Aqulno, born as It happens on the Fourth 
of July, was not a turncoat f>ut a scapegoat 
- a victim of post-war hysteria who In this 
Bicentennial year deserves a presidential 
pardon. Moreover, a lengthy review of her 
case strongly suggests that Mrs. 
D'Aquino's defenders may well be right. 

A former muter aerpant In the aecret D'Aqulno befM the 'p-and jury. A depoel~ 
police later swore In a de~tlon that Mrs. tlon from · an AP NpOl'tel' in Japan as-
D'Aqulno constantly said Japan would lose serted that a ,ovenunent •wttnesa tried to 

bribe him to telltlfy falael)'I agalnat the de• 

Convicted of treason 20 
years ago, she still main-
tains her innocence. And 
she's probably right. 

fendant. 
By the time of the trial only 13 scripts 

or records of the l40 Zero Hour broadcasts 
recorded by Federal Broadcast lntelll• 
gence Service monitoring atatlon.i were 
available to the defense. ·The others had 
been "routinely destroyed." One of the few 

"We're convinced that she was unfairly 
singled out and wrongly convicted, " says 
David Ushlo, executive director of the 30,· 
000-member Japanese American Citizens 
League, which Is actively campaigning for 
the presidential 'pardon. • 

that hadn't began : "Here's the flnt blow 
the ·war, despite his warning ~at It waa not at your. morale, the 8oeton Popa orchea-
good to talk that way. ' tra." Even government witneaaes from 

Japan denied that Iva· D' Aquino made In-
flammatory or treuollouB remarlta. • 

That might be much more difficult to 
achieve than It IIOUJlds. For one thing, 
many impor:tant figures inyoJved I in ,the 
case have died, Including Mra. D'Aqulno's 
two princlpal_. lawyera. Moreover, the pub-
lic appears to~be gl"O'A'ing weary of charges 
that U.S. justice Is always to blame in Im• 
portant trials with polltlcal overtones. Fl· 
nally, Mrs. D'Aquino, 59, who lives a life of 
relative anonymity In Chicago, Is reluctant 
to assist her own cause. ; 

She continues to maintain her innocence 
but she has little faith that she will be par-
doned, especially since two earlier petl• 
tions for clemency were denied. And she Is • 
fearful of stirring up those persistent anon-
ymous hate letters and telephone calls. 
" I've learned to live with what happened to 
me," she says, "to accept It· like an ill· 
ness. ' ' 

" It's the worst, the absolute worst case 
I know of in American history, " her law-
yer Wayne M. Collins told this reporter 
shortly before he died In 1974. •"When the 
truth finally comes out about Iva, Ameri• 

Of all the clvlllans working at Radio To-
kyo, she alone refused to renounce her U.S. 
citizenship. Had she In fact become a Japa-
nese citizen It's unlikely she would have 
been tried for treason, . • ' 

Some 30 POWs of varioua nationalities 
were assigneq to Radio Tokyo and forced 
to cooperate under penalty ot death. The 
ranking POW, Australll!ll Major Charles 
Cousens, testified that Iva D' Aquino often 
smuggled them food, medicine and news 
·from the outside world. U.S. Army Capt. 
Wallllce Ince testified similarly at her trial 
..:..and recently repeated hla testimony- • 
adding that she smuggled In a blanket for 
a sick prisoner. 

1 
Both· officers testified that when the 

Japanese ordered them to expand a 15 
minute music program ("Zero Hour") lnto 
75 minutes of news, commentary, POW 
messages and music deBICned to lower 0.1. 

.morale, the priaonera had no alternative-
except to try to mlnimlae the propaganda 
quotient. 

cans will hang their heads In shame," Because Major Cousens came to trust 
echoed Theodore Tamba, her other lawyer Iva Toguri (who married a IWtugue&e na-
who also has since died. Both San Fran- tlonal In April 1945), he told hla Jap~ae 
clsco attorneys were so convinced of her bosses he wanted her to play the records. 
Innocence that they represented her free of • When she learned she had been drafted afi 
charge for almost 211 years. an announcer, she ' protested but Cousens 

The first of many Ironies in the Tokyo told her she had no choice. He 88IIUl'ed her 
Rose case is that there never was anyone that he and Captain lnce would write all 
named Tokyo Rose, That nickname W88 her scripts and see that they 'M!re free of 
coined by 0 .1. 's In the Pacific who listened propaganda. So after Cowlena coached her 
to English-speaking temale announcers briefly In announcing techniques, In No-
from Japanese stations In Tokyo and a vember 1943 she began playing six to eight 
dozen otlter nations. Iva D'Aquino was one songs a night. Ultimately she began refer-
of ·the many broadcasters over Radio To- ring to herself aa ,"Orphan Ann," the nick-
kyo. As the U.S. government noted In Its name coined by Couaena. 
Oct. 21, 1946 announcement Oater re-
versed) that It was dropping plans to pro- It's debatable • how IIUCCe8llfully the 
secute her, "Tokyo Rose" was a "com- POWs undermined the propaganda ordered • 
poslte person with at least a dozen_voices." by Japanese authorities, although the rec-
An Accident of Fate ord Indicates that they tried. It also shows 

they were beaten, threatened with exeeu-
That the Los Angeles-born UCLA gradu- tton, and two recalcitrant POWs were 

ate wound up in Japan at all during the hauled away to~ executed. After the war 
war can be attributed to fate, When a let- Captain Ince was promoted to Major In the 
ter arrived in June 1941 from an uncle In 
Japan saying that his wife was ill, it was U.S. Army and Major Cousens waa aqult-
declded that Iva would visit her on behalf ted of treason charges In Australia. 
of the family. • , . . - ~ ......,~~dentlal memo tr,:,m the Army le-

·U.8. government" documents reveal that ;;. gal section of April 17, llMC said: 4"1'here la 
she sailed for Japan on July 15, 1941 with a, no evidence that [Iva D'Aqulho] ever -
certificate of Identification authorizing a broadcast greetings to units by name and 
six months stay, her application for a pa.ss- location, or predicted military movements 
port not having been acted upon by the or attacks indicating 'accese to aecret mlll-
State Department. Forty-five days after tary Information and plans. . . . " That 
she arrived she again applied for a U.S. same confidential memo added: ''There 
passport. Her application was forwarded Is evidence that '. [Mrs. D'Aquino] 
from the American consulate In Tokyo to found this work distasteful." 
Washington. • Mrs. D'Aquino waa releaaed after lni• 

Meanwhile, relations between the U.S. tlally being cleared by the Army and the 
and Japan continued to deteriorate. On Justice Department, and after ha\'lng been 
Ne. 1 she received a cable from her tmpriaoned vlrtUally Incommunicado for 
father telling her to book pa.asage on the more than a year wl~t bail or tN!neflt of 
liner Tatsuta Maru sailing for the U.S. the legal counsel. For two, yean the FBI 
next day, Official records. show that she vainly tried to find the two wl~ nee-
couldn't obtain the neceuary clearances In essary to ProlleC?Ute her for treaaon; the 
time, nor in time to book passage on a re- government finally appealed publicly for 
patriatlon ship that left in February 1942. witnesses. Twenty-two .months later, dur-
By the time another ship left In September, Ing which time her reapplication for a U.S. 
she couldn't afford the fare. Nor could she ., passport provoked angry blasts from Wal-
write home from an enemy nation for ter Winchell and several veterans' organi-
money, and In any case her family had zatlons, she was rearrested, twou,ht to San 
been relocated to a detention camp In Ari• Francisco and indicted by a federal grand 
zona (where her mother died soon after• jury. • 
wards t. The trial, charging her with eight overt 

• •--ui""-1 Seemecl Lilrel ' • _. 
- • ' J 

, When the jury befan Its deliberatlOl'IB, 
an Informal •poll among Bay Area report-
ers who covered the trial every day pro-
duced a 9-to-l• vote for- 1 acqUlttal.' As It 
tumed out the jury had been 10 to 2 for ac-
quittal, another time only one juror waa , 

1 convinced of Mrs. D' Aquino:• gUllt. Only 
after the judge r-uked them to try a 
_.time, reminding them ot the time and ex• 
·pense, did the jury finally reach a verdict. 
' Iva D'Aqulno W&i gUllty of one count of 
.trying to undermine American morale dur• 
ing wartime, Specifically, lhe waa guilty of 
broadc88tlng the following after the 
battle of Leyte Gulf. (the greatest naval 
battle In hlatory, which resulted In the vir-
tual destruction ot the ' Japanese fleet),; 
"Orphans of the Paclftc, you are really or-

. phans now. How wlll you get home now 
that all your ships are sunk?" Asked If the 

' jurors ever conaldered acquitting her, the 
jury foreman replied: "If It had been pos-
sible under the Judge's instructions, we , 
'Would have done so," -

The two principal eyewltneaaea to Mrs. 
D'Aquino's "treason" were two of her Jap-
anese superiors at Radio Tokyo-both of 
them American-bom cltl.lens who re-
nounced tpelr U.S. cltl.lenshlp after going to 
Japan In the 19308. Moreover, the wife of 
one of the two herself broat;lcut pver Ra-
_dio Tokyo 88 the "Saturday lllght party 
girl.'' It W88 her hUiband who fingered Iva 
D'Aquino to ne~men as Tokyo Rolle, 

One or two U.S. newspapers commented 
at , the time on· the lrony of two admitted 
turncoat& accusing of treaaon the only cl- . 
vlllan at Radio Tokyo' who ·Nfueed•to re• 
nounce her U.S. cltlaenshlp. All the othet 
feniale announcers were let otf, Two of them 
were subsequently allowed back ln the U.S. 
a.:nd ~urrently reside OD the West Coast. • 

• I • 
After her parole from prlaon at Alder• 

aon, w.va., the pemment tried to deport 
Mrs. D'Aquino aa an alien. But the eontra-
dtctton ' of trying to deport , a native born 

• American,' who had been convicted o't trea-
preclaely beeauae ahe had,,been a U.S. 

cldaen, drew 80 much crtticmn that ·wen: ·. 
tuil.lly the ;ovemment abandoned that at-
tempt. • • • • • • · • 
·' Iva D'.~quino's irui?portera have no Wu- · 

stons tl)at _a presldenthjl pardon 'wlll' Qndo 
the years she 'spent bi priaon 1or recover 
the fine that wu paid l,ri iun lut'aummer: 

··But · It .would . reafure''·w dtl.lenahJp: 
Mainly, . though, · 1t would-be. tacit aclul(W,1-
edgement 'that ln llng1lng ·tier 'out, the IOV· 
ernment -:"&II a small Japaneee American 
newspaper put '1t two daya after she waa 
aentenc~ -WU ''pmliihlng a letend rather 
than the . human ~ -who stood · tn tbe 

• dock of juatlte." •. • • • -: : 
'!Maybe- lf 1 ------~ were , 

idfng £o work out I mtpt not have come 
home, l mla"ht have gone 110mewhere elae," 
alghed Mrs. D'Aquino ~:,: ••But even 
then, I doubt lL~-lB my bome, It wlll 
always be home, and I never did a_nf· 
thing disloyal toward the country I love:" 

-. ' ___ , 
. ' Mr. McDotDell '8 a me"'ber of the J011.r-

t1al's edUonal ltfllf, . , . 

Kari Theisen
Rectangle
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Clifford I. Uyeda, M.D. 
Chairman 

November 17 , 1976 

OFFICIAL PETITION FOR PRESIDENTIAL PARDON FILED 

All last week during rain and gloomy weather forecasts 
we worried about today since we were unable to obtain 
permission to hold our press conference inside the 
building at 7th and Mission St. (San Francisco), the 
former Federal District Court which is now being used 
as a Post Office. It was here, 27 years ago, that 
Iva Toguri was convicted of treason as a mythical "Tokyo 
Rose," 

The day dawned with a light fog blanketing the city, a 
good sign. Eastward, few strips of blue sky were visible. 
At the requests of the major national networks a special 
press conference was held at 9:00 a.m. near Wayne Collins ' 
office. Iva answered questions for a full half an hour. 

By 10:00 a.m. streaks of sunlight were breaking through 
the fog. Committee members were on the scene passing 
out press releases and talking to the media representativ~s 
who completely filled the area near the southwest entrance 
to the building, 

Iva Toguri and Wayne Collins arrived by cab at precisely 
10:10 a.m. After a brief introductory remark by the 
chairman, Wayne Collins explained why he was filing the 
petition at this time. Next Iva Toguri answered questions 
put to her by the media. 

At the conclusion of the press conference Postmaster Lim P. 
Lee came down the post office stairs to accept the official 
petition to be mailed to the Pardon Attorney Lawrence M. 
Traylor in Washington, D.C . 

The entire event \ms over in little over half an hour. Among the numerous 

'\ 

cameramen was one from Nippon TV, under the direction of producer Toshio , 
Ikematsu who is on his way to New Yor-k as a finalist in the Em:Ql1 Award on 600,Jw 
documentary to he presented tr.is coming Monday, Novemher 22nd. 

• 



-2-

An interview wtth Ms. Fuyuko Kamisaka was given to Nippon TV in Japanese, 
first with Iva Toguri and then with Clifford Uyeda, at th.c JACL Hqs 
building just prior to luncheon. A ten minute segment covering the 
interviews was sent to Japan via the satellite. 

While the press conference was still going on, a telegram was received 
at the JACL National Hqs from the American Veterans Committee (AVC) 
notifying us that at its National Board Meeting in Washington, D.C. on 
November 13, 1976 it passed a resolution ''requesting the President of 
the United States to grant a pardon to Iva Toguri so that her American 
citizenship may be restored." 

AVC is the first truly integrated Veterans orgar.ization. Its members 
served in four wars: World War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam. 
Among AVC honorary members have been: Harry S. Truman, Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Ralph Bunch and Senator Paul Douglas. 

Guests at the buffet luncheon were mainly those from the Bay area who 
haJ. helped Iva's campaign through media supports . It was Iva's wish to 
have this opportunity to personally thank them. It was also the first 
opportunity for Iva to relax a little after the hectic interviews she 
had gone through. 

The interviews made the front page of the San Francisco Examiner and 
the major networks' evening news the same day. With the exception of 
CBS (both national and local) and KQED (PSB local), all others still 
presented the case in its original twisted and false version that 
Iva Toguri "was the infamous Tokyo Rose of World Ivar II years. 11 

There is no doubt that it is the term "pardon" which gives the connotation 
of admitting guilt. Iva Toguri and Wayne Collins had both explained 
the reasons for the "pardon" proceeding, _but the explanations were 
omitted from the reports. 

An appropriate term, and one of the goals of the committee, is to let 
the American people know that Iva Toguri was "The Woman Who Was Not 
Tokyo Rose" (the title used by Dr. S. I. Hayakawa in his column of 3/20/76). 

All JACL chapters have been instructed to release to the M1i te House 
the petitions they're now holding, and to continue petition gathering 
and letter writing at this crucial time in the campaign. 

Respectfully submitted, 

' / (-/, i·t' c( ·, / 
I , 

Clifford I. Uyeda. ·-- • 
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INTRODUCTION 
Iva T oguri is a victim of a World War II fantasy - a powerful and persistent 

legend that continues to plague her today, some 30 years later. Trapped in 
Japan as a young American woman during the war years, she survived 
harassment by the Japanese government only to be consumed by a fictitious 
image created by American soldiers. She became a casualty of the prejudices, 
stereotypes, and social mores of that era, and was convicted of treason in 
1949. After her release from prison, the United States government continued 
to persecute her with deportation threats and property confiscation. She 
firmly proclaims her innocence, and a renewed effort is under way to clear 
her name and restore her constitutional rights. This booklet will describe 
(1) how a real person was stranded in Japan, (2) how a legend was created, 
and finally (3) how the real person became tyrannized by that legend. 

1 
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IV A IKUKO TOGURI 

Early Years (1916-40) 
Iva lkuko Toguri was born on July 4, 1916, in Los Angeles, California, 

the first daughter of Jun and Fumi Toguri. Her father was born in Japan but 
naturalized in Canada, and her mother was a Japanese citizen: United States 
law prohibited persons of Asian ancestry (including citizens of Canada) from 
becoming naturalized, so neither parent had an opportunity to gain American 
citizenship. (This prohibition was not repealed for Japanese until 1952.) 
Three other children were born to the Toguris: Fred, June, and Inez. Two 
months after her birth, Iva Toguri's father entered her name in the genealogical 
registry at the family's ancestral village in Japan. This procedure, customary 
at the time, would have given her citizenship rights in Japan, but her father 
cancelled the registration in 1932. Her father did not register her with the 
Canadian government, so she lost any eligibility for citizenship rights in 
Canada. Thus, by the time she was 16 years of age, Iva Toguri was a citizen 
only of the United States. 

The Toguri family lived in predominantly white neighborhoods in various 
parts of Southern California: Los Angeles, Calexico, San Diego, and Compton. 
English was the primary language spoken at home, the family belonged to the 
Methodist Church and Iva Toguri's friends were mostly Caucasian. She 
attended public schools, music and business schools, • Compton Junior College, 
and the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA). She became an 
accomplished pianist, was a skilled typist, and was graduated from UCLA with 
a bachelor's degree in zoology in June 1941. During her childhood and 
student years, she had very little contact with Japanese culture. She had many 
talents, but her very "all-American" upbringing ill-prepared her for the 
unexpected ordeals ahead. 
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Stranded in Japan (1941) 
Soon after her college graduation, her family learned her maternal aunt in 

Japan was seriously ill with diabetes and high blood pressure, and possibly on 
the verge of death. Because her mother was also bedridden with the same 
ailments, Iva T oguri was selected as the family's representative to go to Japan 
and help care for her aunt. Because the matter was urgent, she had to leave 
promptly. The only available transportation was by ship, which took about 
two weeks (airline passenger service to Japan was not inaugurated until 1947). A 
passport took too long to obtain, so she secured a State Department Certificate 
of Identification and hurriedly sailed for Japan on July 5, 1941, one day after 
her 25th birthday. She arrived in Yokohama on July 24 with just enough 
money to buy a ticket back to the United States and with practically no 
knowledge of the Japanese language or customs. Her uncle, Hajime Hattori, 
met her at the pier and took her to his home. After several weeks of getting 
acquainted with relatives she had never met before, she applied for an 
American passport at the United States Consulate in Tokyo in August. She 
presented her birth certificate and State Department Certificate of Identification, 
but any person of Asian ancestry claiming U.S. citizenship faced considerable 
difficulties because this was during the period of total prohibition of Asian 
immigration under the provisions of the Immigration Act of 1924. 

She had not received her passport by October (she later learned her appli-
cation had been ignored), and she became nervous over the increasing war 
rumors in Japan. She contacted her father to ask if she should return, but her 
father reassured her and told her to stay longer for the sake of her sick aunt. 
Like most other Americans, her father underestimated the ominous war signs 
during 1940-41: for example, Japan was already at war in Asia and had signed 
a military alliance with Germany; the United States froze Japanese assets and 
imposed a total embargo on exports to Japan; Britain and the Dutch East Indies 
(Indonesia) joined the embargo and effectively cut off Japan's oil supply; U.S. 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull refused to negotiate reopening oil supplies 
until Japan ceased aggression and withdrew troops from China, Indochina, 
and Manchuria; Japan's Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoye (leader of the 
moderate faction) was forced to resign and General Hideki Tojo (leader of 
the pro-war faction) took over as Prime Minister. Her father finally realized 
the danger and sent an urgent cable on December 1 instructing her to board 
a ship leaving for the United States the next day. She frantically tried to get 
aboard, but Japanese authorities refused port clearance because she did not 
have a passport. It actually made no difference because that Japanese-owned 
ship was in mid-Pacific when Admiral Chuichi Nagumo's Task Force 
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attacked Hawaii, and the ship was ordered to return to Japan. 

One day after the outbreak of hostilities, the Japanese Army Thought-Control 
Police (Kempeitai) interrogated Iva T oguri and demanded that she renounce 
her American citizenship and apply for Japanese citizenship - or else life in 
Japan would be "very, very inconvenient." She flatly refused, stating she was 
raised as an American and could never become a Japanese citizen. Iva T oguri 
soon learned the meaning of the Kempeitai's threats: she was classified as an 
enemy alien, her movements were restricted, she was denied food rations, 
and she was constantly harassed by the Internal Security Police and Kempeitai. 
Ironically, if she had succeeded in returning to the United States, she would 
have shared the fate of 110,(XX) other persons of Japanese ancestry (two-thirds 
of whom were American citizens) living on the West Coast (but not Hawaii) 
who were classified as the "enemy race," restricted by prohibited zones and 
a racial curfew, intimidated by the police and federal agents, and eventually 
imprisoned en masse. Iva Toguri's own family was incarcerated at Gila 
River, Arizona. (The U.S. government called them "Relocation Centers" 
but the facilities were actually mass detention camps, complete with 
barbed wire and guard towers.) 

In February 1942, she learned that the neutral Swiss legation representing 
the United States was accepting applications from American citizens who 
wished to repatriate. A Japan-United States agreement allowed repatriation 
through neutral nations. Iva T oguri applied for repatriation, but without a 
passport she was informed her citizenship must be confirmed by the American 
consulate. On April 4, 1942, the American consular staff, themselves awaiting 
repatriation, belatedly processed her August 1941 passport application by 
attaching a notation stating that her U.S. citizenship was "not proved." Again, 
the lack of a passport thwarted her attempt to leave. 
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Abandonment and Survival (1942-43) 
Because of her outspoken support for the United States, inability to speak 

Japanese well, and frequent visits from the Kempeitai, neighbors taunted her 
aunt and uncle for harboring an enemy. Life became so intolerable that in 
June 1942 the Hattoris told her to live elsewhere. From that time on, Iva 
T oguri was on her own, and she very quickly used up what little money she 
had. Without an income and without a food ration card, she faced the 
possibility of starvation. She asked Japanese authorities to imprison her with 
other American nationals, but was refused. Job hunting was difficult because 
the only marketable skills she possessed were her abilities in the Engli~h 
language. First, she worked for a pittance (about $5 per month) as a typist 
and piano teacher at the Matsumiya Language and Culture School. Later in June, 
she found a part-time job typing and monitoring English language short-
wave broadcasts at the Domei News Agency, where she met Felipe J. cf Aquino, 
a Portuguese citizen of Japanese ancestry. Felipe d'Aquino was working as a 
fellow monitor at Domei, and they became good friends (and were later 
married). 

In September 1942, she received a notice from the Swiss legation announcing 
a second and final repatriation ship. Since most of the diplomats and other 
supposedly important Americans had already left on the first ship, her chances 
of getting aboard were good if she could raise the necessary $425 pas~age. 
Unfortunately, she had no savings (her $20 per month salary at Dome, was 
used for bare survival), had been repudiated by her relatives in Japan, and 
had no means for contacting her parents in America. She could not raise the 
passage money, and she cancelled her application. 

She was unable to purchase much food on her low wages and by June 1943 
she was suffering from malnutrition and beriberi . Nursed back to health by 
her friend cf Aquino, she regained enough strength by August to take a second 
part-time job as a typist in the business office of Radio Tokyo. Th_ere she met 
three prisoners,of war (POWs): Major Charles Cousens, an Australian captured 
in Singapore; Captain Wallace Ince, an American captured in Corre_gidm; 
and Lieutenant Norman Reyes, a Pilipino (spelling preferred by P1lipino 
Americans) captured in Bataan. The three men had been experienced radio 
broadcasters prior to their capture, and they had been assigned to work on 
the English language "Zero Hour" since March 9f that year. Iva T oguri became 
friendly with the POW broadcasters. She purchased food, medicine and 
tobacco and at considerable risk to l:iersetf; s~aretly gave the supplies to 
the POW broadcasters and other prisoners'. at . the Bunka POW camp 
in Tokyo. 
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In November, Japanese authorities decided to add a female voice to the 
"Zero Hour" program. The POWs persuaded the Japanese to select Iva Toguri. 
The POWs needed a trustworthy companion because they were covertly 
burlesquing the Japanese program intent. When informed of her new duties, 
Iva T oguri refused. She was then ordered to broadcast by Japanese authorities 
and was reminded she had "no choice" in the matter since she was an enemy 
alien without any rights. Refusal in militaristic wartime Japan usually resulted 
in severe punishment, including starvation, beatings, and even execution. 
Although she was not explicitly threatened with bodily harm, she was well 
aware of what happened to others who had refused and was conscious of 
the non-direct manner in which the Japanese spoke. tv\oreover, Major Cousens 
took her aside, confided their scheme, and assured her that she would not 
harm and might possibly help the American war effort. Cousens' confidence 
won her over, and she read her first POW-written script over the air on 
November 10 or 11, 1943. 

In December 1943, she was forced to quit Domei because of constant 
arguments with other employees over her pro-American statements, and 
because her friend d' Aquino got into a fistfight defending her position. 

"Orphan Ann" (1944-45) 
Initially, she called herself "Ann" (short for announcer) on the air, but 

later switched to "Orphan Ann" because she identified with the comic strip 
character of "Little Orphan Annie." It was a bitter-sweet, self-mocking name for 
the young woman who felt lonely and forsaken, but who also thought she 
was resisting the enemy while waiting to be rescued from her predicament. 
In January 1944, she went to the Danish legation as a full-time typist, and on 
most evenings reported to Radio Tokyo to host a program of music, humor, 
nostalgia, and news. She read the scripts exactly as written by her POW 
compatriots, and her program was aired from 6 to 7 p.m. Tokyo time. 
However, the female voice on "Zero Hour" was not always that of Iva T oguri. 
She refused to work on Sundays and American holidays, and took frequent 
sick leaves. During her absences, she was replaced by one of the 13 other 
English-speaking women announcers employed by Radio Tokyo: six Japanese 
Americans, one white American, one Japanese Canadian, one Japanese Briton, 
one Swiss, one Japanese, one with Japanese surname of unknown nationality, 
and one with European surname of unknown nationality. Radio Tokyo had 
many other English language programs broadcast at different hours of the 
day, and each program had its own staff. Throughout her stay at Radio Tokyo 
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Iva T oguri continued to risk her own safety by clandestinely providing 
American POWs with extra food, clothing, and blankets, plus scarce vitamins 
and medicine. 

On April 19, 1945, she married Felipe d'Aquino and converted to 
Catholicism. She became eligible for Portuguese citizenship under the laws 
of Portugal, but she chose to retain her American citizenship under the laws 
of the United States. (The Cable Act, as amended in 1931, extended the right 
to retain U.S. citizenship to American women who married non-American 
men of Asian ancestry.) 

During the war years, Iva Toguri's problems were similar to an estimated 
10,000 other young Japanese American men and women stranded in Japan. 
Some, like her, were in Japan to visit relatives, but most were there to attend 
Japanese schools or work for Japanese firms. Due to severe employment 
discrimination in the United States, it was not unusual for parents to ensure 
an alternative means of livelihood for their children by sending them to Japan 
for part of their education. Most Japanese American college graduates found 
that the only means of gaining employment commensurate with their education 
was to work in Japan. (Two such American college graduates working in Japan 
later became the key witnesses against Iva T oguri .) All of the Japanese 
Americans were placed under intense pressure to change their citizenship. 
Young men were drafted into the army, while others were forced to work 
for the government or war industries. With only partial education in Japan, 
most Japanese Americans could not compete with the natives for regular 
jobs and had to resort to their English language skills as a means of survival. 
When the war ended, the U.S. State Department proclaimed that Japanese 
Americans who served in the Japanese Army, worked for the Japanese 
government, or voted in a Japanese election had lost their American citizen-
ship in accordance with the Nationality Act of 1940. If this was true, Iva Toguri 
was no longer a citizen of the United States, and not subject to the charge 
of treason. (Later, in the 1950s, court decisions restored citizenship to 
approximatley 5,000 Japanese Americans affected by this State Department 
ruling.) 
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THE LEGEND OF "TOKYO ROSE" 

A Soldier's Fantasy 

Unknown to Iva T oguri, or anyone else in Japan, American soldiers invented 
the term "Tokyo Rose" and applied it to any and all female broadcasters 
heard on Japanese radio stations. The term "Tokyo Rose" was used as early 
as December 1941. Part of the experience of fighting in Asia and the Pacific 
Islands consisted of listening to a woman with a seductive voice, who' played 
the latest American popular music, announced American troop movements, 
and read the latest war news. The soldiers knew the programs were supposed 
to be propaganda, but they felt compelled to tune in anyway and spread 
the word about the broadcasts. Soldiers laughed at the obvious propaganda 
ploys and enjoyed the recently issued American records, which they could 
not hear on American shortwave broadcasts. The legend differs according 
to the listener: some said she spoke with a British accent, others attributed 
a Japanese or Asian accent, while still others insisted she had an American 
accent and used American slang. The listeners even differed on the languages 
used: some said English was the only language used, but others claimed 
Japanese, Chinese, and other Asian languages were intermixed. 

The lonely soldiers undoubtedly internalized and romanticized what they 
actually heard, and there was considerable speculation about her physical 
appearance. "Tokyo Rose" existed more in the imagination than in fact, and 
the image was a fairly pleasant one. In 1944, the Alaskan Defense Command 
issued a bulletin instructing officers to urge their men to listen to the "Tokyo 
Rose" broadcasts because they were free from propaganda and were "the 
strongest factor for building morale of our troops in the Alaskan Chain." 
Just before the war ended, Captain T.J. O'Brien, Director of Welfare for the 
United States Navy issued a citation to "Tokyo Rose'' for "meritorious service 
contributing greatly to the morale of U.S. Armed Forces in the Pacific ... by 
persistently entertaining them during those long nights in fox-holes and on 
aboard ship, by bringing them excellent state-side music, laughter and news 
about home." The citation was made in jest, but it also reflected thel fact 
that American soldiers enjoyed the broadcasts. Also, a survey conducted by 
a graduate student at Pennsylvania State University in 1968 found that 93 
percent of veterans of the Pacific war thought the "Tokyo Rose" programs 
did not have a demoralizing effect, and 84 percent considered the programs 
to be successful as entertainment. 
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Pre-World War II Stereotypes 

Historic stereotypes about Japanese Americans in general, and Asian women 
specifically, created an atmosphere whereby war-weary soldiers and civilians 
could easily transfer their fantasies and hostilities to a real person. Negative 
images of Japanese American originated in the 1890s, when the first sizable 
number of immigrants from Japan arrived in the United States and became 
targets for anti-Asian prejudice previously directed against Chinese pioneers. 
The anti-Japanese feelings were fueled by Japan's empire building in Asia 
(Taiwan in 1895, Sakhalin in 1905, Korea in 1910, Manchuria in 1931), and 
the newspapers were full of stories implying Japanese Americans were the 
outpost for an ever expanding Japanese empire. The newspapers depicted 
Japanese Americans as being unassimilable and incapable of loyalty to the 
United States because somehow their ancestral ties to Japan would pre-
dominate. This theme was later expressed by Lt. General John L. DeWitt, 
military chief of the Western Defense Command: "A Jap's a Jap. It makes no 
difference whether the Jap is a citizen or not. He's still a Jap and can't 
change." The anti-Japanese elements were very influential and succeeded in 
passing numerous state and federal laws discriminating against Japanese and 
Japanese Americans. By 1942, the negative stereotypes were so well implanted 
in the public's consciousness that there was practically no protest over the 
mass incarceration of American citizens based solely on a presumption of 
disloyalty. 

The image of the seductive and sinister Asian woman emerged during the 
height of anti-Chinese agitations during the 1880s, and became particularly 
prominent when Japan became a military power in the 1930s. Hollywood 
movies and newspaper cartoons confused and combined Chinese and Japanese 
images into a general "oriental" stereotype, and Asian women were portrayed 
as exotic, sexy, and smart, but always determined to corrupt the morality of 
white American men. 

Post World War II Animosities 

Public distrust of Japanese Americans did not subside after the end of the 
war. The well-publicized heroism of the Japanese American soldiers on the 
European Front (442nd Regimental Combat T earn) helped but did not entirely 
ameliorate animosity against Japanese Americans. In fact, more violence 
was committed against Japanese Americans returning to California in 1945-46 
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VICTIM OF A LEGEND 
... .------------------------------------------------------

than during the aftermath of Pearl Harbor in 1941-42. In August 1946, the 
National Opinion Research Center reported two-thirds of all Americans still 
believed Japanese Amencans had spied for Japan, and only 13 percent believed 
they had no part in espionage activities for the enemy. Newspapers continued 
to reinforce distorted images of Asian women through such comic strips as 
"Steve Canyon" and "Terry and the Pirates." 

Immigrant Japanese were still prohibited by law from becoming citizens, 
from owning land, and from engaging in many occupations requiring licenses. 
New immigration from Japan was banned, and 4,724 persons of Japanese 
ancestry were deported during 1945-46 (1,659 immigrant repatriates, 1,949 
children accompanying parents, 1,116 renunciant expatriates). The bitterness 
and pressures during the mass incarceration cberced 5,766 Japanese 
Americans into renouncing their American citizenship, but nearly all filed 
lawsuits after the war to regain their birthright. (Court decisions between 
1945 and 1968 restored citizenship to nearly all renunciants, including those 
who expatriated). American citizens of Japanese ancestry were still prevented 
from owning homes by restrictive covenants, denied employment in many 
fields, hindered in social mobility by antimiscegenation laws, and even dead 
soldiers were refused burial in home-town cemeteries. Japanese Americans 
embarked on a campaign to overcome these injustices, but the struggle was 
long and hard. The powerful anti-Japanese elements in California had not 
lost any of their vigor, so every issue created a prolonged court battle, bitter 
legislative campaign, or heated public debate. 

One of the important postwar issues was the question of statehood for 
Hawaii. The major obstacle hindering statehood was the fact that one-third 
of the population of Hawaii was of Japanese ancestry. Mainland Caucasians 
feared Japanese Americans might control the politics of the Islands, and were 
unwilling to accept the possibility of a Japanese American being elected to 
Congress. (The racial prejudices were strong enough to prevent Hawaii state-
hood until 1959.) All of these issues were being contested during the 1945-49 
period; they carried great import for the well-being of every Japanese 
American, and in particular for Iva T oguri, who was in Japan and unaware 
of the circumstances closing in around her. 
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Detention and Release (1945-46) 
By the end of the war, the legend of "Tokyo Rose" had become so ex-

aggerated that "Tokyo Rose" was probably the third most well known Japanese 
name to Americans (after Emperor Hirohito and Prime Minister Hideki Tojo). 
American journalists landed in Japan a few days before the formal surrender 
was signed, and began a frantic and competitive search for the legendary 
"Tokyo Rose." Harry Brundidge of Cosmopolitan Magazine and Clark Lee of 
International News Service hitched a ride to Tokyo with an advance party 
on August 31 and contacted Leslie Nakashima, a Domei News Agency writer 
whom they knew from before the war. Nakashima told the Americans 
that there was no person named "Tokyo Rose" and there were five or six 
women at Radio Tokyo who might fit their description. But the legend could 
not be deflated so easily. Undaunted, Brundidge and Lee asked Nakashima 
to locate any "Tokyo Rose," and Nakashima, who had a pre-war obligation 
to repay, accommodated them by introducing Iva Toguri. 

Brundidge and Lee, in army uniforms and armed, met Iva T oguri on September 
1 and offered her $2,000 for an exclusive story to be published in Cosmopolitan. 
That sum was a fortune for anyone who had lived through the war in Japan, 
and she agreed to their interview. However, when Brundidge cabled Cosmo-
politan editors about his "scoop," the editors rejected his article stating they 
would not glorify a traitor and refused to pay the $2,000. In the meanwhile, 
other correspondents were filing stories implicating numerous other women, 
and it soon became obvious that no single individual was "Tokyo Rose." But 
during this hectic and confusing period, Iva Toguri gained the unfortunate 
distinction of receiving the most publicity. She considered herself a heroine 
of sorts, and had no reluctance about granting interviews and signing auto-
graphs, not realizing the consequences would become so serious. 

Her triumph was quickly shattered for she alone became the scapegoat. 
A few days after the Brundidge-Lee interview she was arrested, but inexplicably 
released the next day. The first arrest was probably engineered by Brundidge 
and Lee to prevent other journalists from interviewing her. She was rearrested 
on October 17 and held at a Yokohama prison for one month; then she was 
transferred to Sugamo Prison in Tokyo, where she remained for another 
eleven months. (Sugamo was the prison for Japanese leaders accused of war 
crimes. Prime Minister Tojo and six other high officials were executed there 
in 1948.) During her 12 months imprisonment, she was never informed of 
the charges against her, was denied legal counsel, was denied speedy trial, 
and was prohibited from sending or receiving mail (see Appendix A). She was 
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held totally incommunicado for over two months until a Christmas visit from 
her husband was allowed. Thereafter, the only person permitted to visit was 
her husband - for only one twenty-minute session per month. After an 
exhaustive investigation by the Army and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), the Justice Department concluded there was insufficient evidence to 
bring charges, and released her on October 25, 1946. During her confinement, 
government agents lost or destroyed their phonograph records and written 
transcripts of the alleged "Tokyo Rose" broadcasts. The case appeared closed 
and her life temporarily returned to normal. She settled in Tokyo with her 
husband, and became pregnant in 1947. 

Going Home (1947-48) 
Iva Toguri learned that her mother died in May, 1942 shortly after 

incarceration, and that her father, brother, and sisters had moved to 
Chicago. She wanted her child born in the United States (to guarantee 
her child acquire American citizenship), and she had a great desire to see 
her family. She applied once again for that long-elusive passport. She became 
one of the thousands of Japanese Americans stranded in Japan who sought 
to return home, but faced lengthy investigations concerning their activities. 
The American Consular officials told her she was "stateless" due to her 
marriage to a Portuguese citizen, but that she could re-establish her American 
citizenship if her passport application was approved. (Consular officials must 
have been unaware of the amended Cable Act.) 

The State Department was caught in a bind: if she was permitted to return, 
there might be a public uproar; but there was no legal means to prevent her 
entry because she was a native-born citizen cleared by the Army and the 
FBI. Moreover, the Justice Department was in the embarrassing position of 
having lost or destroyed evidence which originally cleared her. Hence, the 
government issued a statement to the press that "Tokyo Rose" had applied 
to return to the United States. The public outcry was immediate and im-
passioned. Radio commentaor Walter Winchell vigorously campaigned 
against her return (radio in the 1940s was a powerful medium). The American 
Legion and Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West, with a long 
history of anti-Asianism, issued strong protests. The Los Angeles City Council 
passed a resolution opposing her return on the curious basis she might 
adversely affect "loyat' Japanese Americans. Possibly because many Caucasians 
could not envision her as an American citizen, no one particularly demanded 
her prosecution for treason. The traditional goals of anti-Japanese groups 
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were for removal and exclusion, not prosecution under due process. The 
protests delayed her return, and in January 1948 her baby died at birth. 

Many newspapers, including the New York Times, published an appeal for any-
one able to identify Iva T oguri as ''Tokyo Rose" to report to the FBI. Claiming 
to have a "confession," Brundidge dug up Clark Lee's notes from the 1945 
interview and delivered them to his friencl, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. 
Attorney General Tom Clark rejected the notes as improper evidence, but 
Brundidge was not easily put off. Brundidge demanded and received a 
government-paid trip to Japan to get the notes signed by Iva T oguri. She was 
summoned by the Occupation Army to a meeting with Brundidge and John 
B. Hogan, a Justice Department attorney. She had been reading the American 
newspapers and was aware of the controversy surrounding her application 
to return. She was tired of the uncertainty, wanted desperately to see her 
family, and had come to the conclusion that if a trial was the only way to 
clear herself once and for all, she wanted to get on with it. Without legal 
counsel at this critical moment, she signed the notes presented by Brundidge. 

Presumably on the basis of the signed notes, Iva Toguri was arrested 
once again on August 26, 1948 in Tokyo and charged with treason. While 
the government had earlier denied that she was a citizen, they now used 
the same birth certificate in her passport application as proof of her citizen-
ship. According to law, when an alleged treason takes place abroad, the trial 
must take place at the first location where the accused is returned to American 
territory. Attorney General Clark publicly admitted she could not receive a 
fair trial in California. On the other hand, Hawaii might be too tolerant, so 
Clark initially announced she would be brought directly to the East Coast. It 
was a difficult, but not impossible, logistical task; and elaborate plans were 
made to transport her by air through Canada or Mexico. For an unexplained 
reason, Clark changed his mind and ordered her brought to San Francisco -
a city considered to be a center of anti-Japanese prejudice. The ship carrying 
Iva Toguri purposely bypassed Hawaii and docked in San Francisco on 
September 25, 1948. She was escorted off the ship by numerous FBI agents 
and brought before Federal Commissioner St. J. Fox, who read a complaint 
charging her with treasonable activities while in Japan. She was then taken 
to the old county jail near Chinatown's Portsmouth Square. She was finally 
home in America, albeit behind bars, and she saw her family for the first 
time since she left home in 1941. The Toguri family searched for a lawyer to 
defend her, but most attorneys turned down the case because the family 
was financially improverished. Eventually, Wayne M. Collins volunteered 
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to represent her without fee; he was later joined by Theodore 
Tamba and George Olshausen. (Collins, a strong advocate of civil liberties, 
also was a non-paid volunteer attorney for Fred Korematsu's constitutional 
challenge to the wartime incarceration, the renunicants' fight to regain 
American citizenship, and the Japanese Peruvians' battle to prevent 
deportation to Japan. Collins took these controversial cases when the 
National American Civil Liberties Union and National Japanese American 
Citizens League declined to act.) She was, at last, accorded the right to 
legal counsel. 

Grand Jury (1948) 

A Federal Grand Jury was convened in San Francisco in October 1948 to 
determine if there was "probable cause" for the treason charges. After 
reviewing the evidence, Grand Jury asked why other American citizens 
involved at Radio Tokyo were not similarly charged. Prosecutors claimed 
these other Americans involved were outside their jurisdiction, and promised 
that they would be charged in due time. Based on this promise, the Grand 
Jury issued an eight-count indictment against Iva Toguri. (The promise was 
never kept. None other was charged; and Capt. Ince was promoted to major 
shortly thereafter.) In historic hindsight, the eight "Overt Acts" charged seem 
vague and inconsequential (See Appendix B). 

Following the indictment, defense lawyers made a motion for bail, but Federal 
Judge Louis B. Goodman ordered her confined without bail. She was in prison 
for nearly two years (counting her imprisonment in Japan) before her trial 
started the next year. 

All-White Jury (1949) 
At the arraignment before Federal District Judge Michael J. Roche on 

January 4, 1949, Iva Toguri pleaded innocent to all counts. (In 1943, Judge 
Roche denied a Habeas torpus petition from Mitsuye Endo, an American 
woman who contended that the government had no authority to hold 
loyal Amerifan citizens in detention camps.) In the preparation d 
her trial, defense lawyers petitioned the court to subpoena defense 

witnesses from Occupied Japan. The judge denied her constitutional 
right to summon these witnesses in her favor (see Appendix A). Meanwhile, 
prosecutors, who were provided with a list of potential defense witnesses, 
teletyped the names and addresses to the FBI Office in Tokyo. FBI Agent 
Frederick Tillman, accompanied by armed American soldiers, called on the 
Japanese witnesses and intimidated them (see Appendix D). The judge allowed 
transportation expenses for one defense lawyer and one translator to travel 
to Japan to obtain written depositions, but most witnesses were too frightened 
by then to cooperate. The prosecution did not have such handicaps. 
Prosecutors brought 19 Japanese witnesss from Occupied Japan using 
government transportation, paid the witnesses $10 per day with government 
funds, and allowed them to go sightseeing for several weeks in California. 

The trial began on July 5, 1949, in the Federal District Court in San Francisco 
with Judge Roche presiding. Jury selection proceeded with unexpected 
speed and was completed within two hours. Eight non-whites (six Black 
Americans, two Asian Americans) were on the first jury list, but prosecutors 
used peremptory challenges to remove all eight. Prosecutors were allowed 
12 more peremptory challenges, but as soon as the panel was all-white, 
prosecutors announced acceptance. (Special Prosecutor Thomas DeWolfe 
was an observer at an earlier treason trial for T omoya Kawakita in Los 
Angeles. The three jurors who held out longest against conviction were 
reported to be minority persons: A Black American, a Jewish American, and 
a Japanese American.) The defense also accepted the all-white jury of six 
men and six women. 

.,..,. ___________________________________ ... ___________________________________ _ 
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The Prosecution 

Attorneys for the prosecution were Frank J. Hennessy, head of the Justice 
Department's Northern California office; Thomas DeWolfe, who had success-
fully convicted Robert H. Best and Douglas Chandler in the Radio Berlin 
treason trial in Boston; John Hogan, who accompanied Brundidge to Japan; 
and James Knapp, a new Justice Department lawyer. The prosecution was 
required to prove Iva T oguri committed treason as defined in the Constitution: 
"Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against 
them, or adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person 
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony to two witnesses to 
the same overt act ... " (see Appendix A). 

Cl~rk Lee, a well known writer, testified that Iva Toguri admitted 
to ~1m she was a broadcaster at Radio Tokyo. However, Lee could only 
testify as to what she allegedly told him at that single interview, and he had 
no direct knowledge of what went on at Radio Tokyo. Co-accuser Harry 
Brundidge was present in San Francisco during the trial, but strangely enough, 
the prosecution did not call Brundidge to the witness stand. The reason 
became obvious when the next prosecution witness was cross-examined. 
FBI Agent Tillman testified he knew that a key witness before the Grand 
Jury, Hiromu Yagi, was bribed by Brundidge to falsely say he saw and heard 
Iva T oguri broadcasting anti-American statements (see Appendix C). Brundidge 
was not allowed to testify - apparently because the prosecutors, the de-
fense attorneys, and the judge all agreed that Brundidge was an unreliable 
witness. 

Several former soldiers testified they heard "Tokyo Rose" while stationed 
in the Pacific Theater, but they contradicted each other on the broadcaster's 
voice, accent, theme song, language, and time of program. The inconsistency 
was due to the fact that the soldiers actually heard different women on 
different programs, at different times, broadcast from different locations.' The 
ex-soldiers were actually identifying the legend of "Tokyo Rose", not the person 
on trial. None of the prosecution's American witnesses saw Iva Toguri commit 
t_he _overt acts charged. Also, the prosecution did not present any recordings 
linking the defendant with the overt acts charged. 

Thus, the prosecution's case depended on the testimony of Japanese officials 
present at Radio tokyo during the war. Shigetsugu Tsuneishi, former Lt. 
Colonel in the Japanese army and chief of propaganda broadcasting, testified 
under cross-examination that "Zero Hour" was supposed to eventually contain 
propaganda, but it never got beyond the point of building listener interest 

with appealing music. Tsuneishi said he waited for a Japanese battle victory 
to insert propaganda, but Americans won every battle after "Zero Hour" was 
inaugurated, and he observed, "Propaganda broadcasts from the losing side 
were rather ineffectual." He said English-speaking women broadcasters were 
used on 13 Japanese-controlled radio stations besides Tokyo: Arai, Bandung, 
Bangkok, Hsinking, Korea, Manila, Nanking,. Rangoon, Saigon, Shanghai, 
Singapore, Soerabaja, Taiwan. (The specific locations in Korea and Taiwan 
were not identified.) 

The critical witnesses for satisfying the constitutional requirement regarding 
treason conviction were two "ex-Americans" who claimed they saw Iva Toguri 
engaged in broadcasting as charged. One was George Mitsushio, who was 
born in San Francisco, attended the University of California at Berkeley and 
Columbia University, but left for Japan in 1940 and eventually became the 
civilian chief of the "Zero Hour'' program. The other was Kenkichi Oki, who 
was born in Sacramento, attended St. Mary's College in Moraga and New York 
University, but left for Japan in 1939 and eventually became the production 
supervisor at Radio Tokyo. Both men claimed they changed nationality by 
signing their names in the Japanese family registry. According to the Jus 
Sanguinis laws of Japan, this action made them Japanese citizens; but they 
did not legally renounce their American citizenship before the U.S. Consul. 
They were technically citizens of both nations, and therefore were subject 
to treason charges by the United States. Oki testified he was not appearing 
voluntarily but had been brought forcibly to San Francisco by order of the 
U.S. Occupation Forces. (As a result of publicity and pressure generated 
during the pardon campaign, the key witnesses admitted in 1976 that they 
were forced to lie by the U.S. government.) Newspaper commentary focused 
on the irony of Iva Toguri being charged with treason because she insisted 
on retaining her American citizenship, while the key witnesses against her 
were "turncoasts." 

...... ,---------------------------1_-------------------------
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The Defense 

The main defense witnesses were the three former POWs who worked on 
the "Zero Hour'' program. Charles Cousens voluntarily came from Australia 
to testify. Cousens, who had been previously cleared by Australian courts, 
testified he recruited Iva T oguri for the job, recalled he talked her into 
broadcasting by assuring her the program was "straight-out entertainment," 
and had said if she would "place herself under my orders, I would see 
to it that she did nothing harmful." He said only bright, pleasant music was 
played, and community sing-alongs were used as morale-building devices. 
Cousens said he wrote in British idiom, so Iva T oguri could not have spoken 
with the alleged American slang. 

Wallace Ince, who had been earlier cleared by the U.S. Army and promoted 
to major, corroborated Cousens' testimony. Ince was a cautious witness 
because of the Grand Jury's demand for his prosecution. Norman Reyes, who 
likewise had been cleared by the Philippine government, also confirmed 
Cousens' testimony and added he was so sure of Iva Toguri's loyalty he 
would have trusted her with his life. But prosecutors produced a statement 
signed by Reyes in 1948 which was inconsistent with his oral testimony. Reyes 
explained the FBI intimidated and frightened him into signing a fabricated 
statement during a 20-hour interrogation. But the judge ruled Reyes to be 
an unreliable witness, and disqualified all of Reyes' testimony. 

Yoneko N\atsunaga, an American student stranded in Japan during the war, 
testified she was drafted to work as an announcer on the "German Hour," a 
program produced by the German Embassy in Tokyo, and that her broadcasts 
were similar to "Zero Hour." Also, N\ark Streeter, an American construction 
worker captured on Wake Island, and John D. Provoo, an American army 
sergeant captured in Corregidor, stated they were forced to do broadcast 
work at Radio Tokyo like the defendant. None of the other American citizens 
who engaged in radio broadcast work for the Japanese was ever charged 
with treason. 

Three important defense statements were disqualified by Judge Roche. 
The judge ruled their statements were not related to the case. They were 
Captain Edwin Kalbfleish, Jr., who was starved, beaten, and nearly executed 
for refusing to do radio work for the Japanese; Suisei Matsui, who operated 
a Japanese radio station in Java using English-speaking Indonesian women 
as announcers; Ken Murayama, who wrote scripts for Myrtle Liston to 
broadcast programs similar to "Zero Hour'' from a Japanese radio station 
in Manila. 
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As the final defense witness, Iva T oguri told her own story to the court. 
She emphasized she had no intent to betray the United States and believed 
she was only entertaining American troops. She said she retained her American 
citizenship and loyalty throughout the war years, despite threats and pressuure. 
Iva T oguri was a sympathetic and convincing figure for the courtroom audience. 
The trial started out in the traditionally anti-Japanese mode: selection of 
an all-white jury, intentional use of the derogatory term "Jap," and segregation 
of Japanese and Caucasian witnesses into separate waiting rooms. But by the 
time the trial was nearing conclusion, courtroom spectators and newspaper 
reporters were nearly unanimously sympathetic to the defendant. In a straw 
vote, the press corps was 9 to 1 for acquittal on all counts. This remarkable 
transformation was brought about solely through the persuasiveness of the 
defendant's case. In contrast to the present-day trials with racial or political 
overtones where defense support groups have helped to raise pertinent issues 
for the attorneys, judge, press, spectators (and jury indirectly through attorney's 
questions and remarks), there were no defense committees for Iva T oguri 
in 1949. 

Conviction and Sentence 
The trial lasted 56 days and cost the government over $500,000. It was 

the longest and most expensive trial on record at the time. The jury began 
deliberation on Monday, September 26, and in the early ballots they stood 
10 to 2 for acquittal on all counts. By Tuesday night, after 20 hours of deliber-
ation, the jury came to a 6 to 6 deadlock and informed the judge that they were 
unable to reach a verdict. Judge Roche called the court into session ·at 10:15 p.m. 
that night, declined to rule a hung jury, and admonished the jurors until 
midnight, reminding them how long and expensive the trial had been for the 
government and appealing to their sense of patriotic duty. The jury deliberated 
two more days, and announced their verdict on September 29: innocent on 
seven counts; guilty on one count. She was convicted for one "Overt Act'': 
''That on a day during October 1944, the exact date being to the Grand Jurors 
unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation of Japan 
did speak into a microphone concerning the loss of ships" (see Appendix B). 
There was an audible gasp of disbelief from the 100-plus spectators who had 
gathered expecting to celebrate an acquittal. 
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Iva Toguri was convicted for allegedly reading over the air, shortly after 

the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the words: "Orphans of the Pacific. You really are 
orphans now. How will you get home, now that all your ships are sunk?' The 
incongruous historic fact is that the Battle of Leyte Gulf was a resounding 
victory for the United States, and it is difficult to imagine how American 
troops could have been demoralized by such words. If anything, it must have 
sounded like hilarious comedy. 

On October 7'. 1949, Judge Roche sentenced Iva T oguri to 10 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. Loss of American citizenship was automatic according to 
law. Thus'. _at age_ 33, s_he lost the citizenship she so tenaciously preserved 
and _ the cit1zensh1p which caused her to be convicted of treason. Defense 
motions for _mistrial, arrest of judgment, clemency, and bail pending appeal 
were all denied by Judge Roche. Supreme Court Justice William Douglas later 
granted bail_ for $50,000 pending appeal, but the money could not be raised. 
S~e said a final good-bye to her husband, who was in San Francisco for her 
trial '. and was taken to Alderson Federal Reformatory for Women in West 
V1rg1nia. Felipe d'Aquino was forced to sign a statement that he would never 
try to enter the United States again, and was taken back to Occupied Japan. 
Appeals based on denial of legal counsel, unlawful detention, denial of speedy 
tnal, destructmn of evidence, perjured testimony before the Grand Jury, denial 
of defense witnesses, misconduct by prosecutors, prejudicial inst1 uctions by 
the Judge were all denied by the appellate courts. The Supreme Court 
reiected appeals for review three times in the next three years. 

The Continuing Ordeal (1956 - present) 
Iva T oguri was released from Alderson Federal Reformatory in January 19_56, 

after serving six years and two months, with reduced time for go<?d be~av1or. 
She was reported to have been a model prisoner. She went to live with her 
family in Chicago. Her return home might seem a final ending to her long 
struggle, but that was not to be. Promptly_ upon her release, the _Immigration 
and Naturalization Service began deportation proceedings, claiming she was 
an "undesirable alien" and deportable under provisions of the McCarran-
Walter Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1952. She had served her 
sentence and presumably paid her debt to society, exile was not part of her 
sentence, and the 1952 law was ex post facto. Nonetheless, the government 
gave her 30 days to leave the United States, or be forcib_ly deported. She 
moved back to San Francisco in May 1956 to defend herself In the deportation 
hearings, living with the Collins family. In 1958, the_ Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service cancelled the deportation order, explaining they had nowhere to 
deport her since she held neither Japanese nor Portuguese ci~izenship. She _re-
turned to Chicago to live with her father and work in the family store. Reunion 
with her husband was not possible. The United States refused to grant 
d' Aquino an entrance visa; and if she left the country as a stateless person, 
she could not expect to return. Despite these barriers, they have not divorced 
in deference to their Catholic religion. 

In 1968, the Justice Department demanded payment of the_ $10,000 fine. 
However, she was without assets and worked only for subsistence in the 
family store. A Federal District Court in Chicago ordered her to surrender 
the cash value of two life insurance policies. The Chicago Japanese Civic 
Association Credit Union granted a loan equal to the cash value of $4,745, 
and the fine was partially satisfied. In 1971, the Justice Department again 
summoned her into court to demand payment of the balance of $5,255. 
Attorney Jiro Yamaguchi represented her in the Chicago pmceedings; but 
Wayne M. Collins remained as associate counsel, and Collins blasted the 
government for capricious harassment. Collins charged the government must 
have billions of dollars in fines which they never try to collect. On November 
14 1972 the Seventh United States District Court of Appeals denied her a 
he~ring t~ show why she could not be made to pay the remaining fine. 

Attorney Theodore T amba filed a petition for executive cl~mency (pardon) 
with the President of the United States on June 7, 1954 (Dwight Eisenhower 
was President), but Tamba's petition was not answered. Collins filed a second 
petition for presidential pardon on November 4, 1968 (Lyndon Johnson was ___________________ __,,__,.·--------------------:1 
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President; Richard Nixon was elected one day later), but Collins' petition was 
not answered either. 

Iva Toguri's father recently died, and his will stipulated that the remaining 
fine be paid from his estate. The government collected the last bit of 
retribution and closed her case. She is now 59 years of age, manages the 
family store for a living, and tries to remain a~ inconspicuous as possible. 
She is still a stateless person and she dreads publicity because every time 
articles appear in the newspapers about "Tokyo Rose," she receives threatening 
mail and telephone calls. 

The Legend of "Tokyo Rose" persists, but most of Iva Toguri's adversaries 
are now dead: Journalist Clark Lee died in 1953; Prosecutor Thomas DeWolfe 
in 1959; Journalist Harry Brundidge in 1961; Prosecutor Frank Hennessey in 
1968; Prosecutor John Hogan in 1968. Judge Michael Roche died in 1964. 
Her loyal defenders are also gone: Theodore Tamba died in 1973 and 
Wayne Collins in 1974. (The third defense counsel , George Olshausen, Is 
living in Europe.) 

EPILOGUE 

During her trial in 1949, there were no organized groups supporting 
Iva Toguri. While Japanese Americans may have sympathized with her 
predicament, there was very little they could effectively do to help while 
their own position in American society was under attack. As their hard struggle 
to gain fundamental rights progressed, Japanese Americans warmed up to 
the idea of supporting Iva T oguri, but it was an excruciatingly slow evolution. 
In 1957, William Hosokawa suggested in the Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL) newspaper: "Perhaps it is time to acknowledge that she does 
indeed exist, and say firmly that we are interested in seeing that she gains 
justice." In 1969 proposals were initiated within JACL in support of Iva Toguri 
and also in 1974 a resolution was adopted by the National Council of the 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) committing support for her 
(see appendix E). Now this largest national human rights organization 
representing Americans of Japanese ancestry with 30,000 members through-
out the United States is supporting Iva Toguri . 

The general public also had difficulty supporting Iva T oguri during her 
trial. A repressive period (later known as the McCarthy era) was dawning in 
1949, and most people withdrew from involvement in controversial cases. 
Congressional committees started investigating alleged communists in govern-
ment and movie industry, loyalty oaths were imposed on college professors 
and the espionage trial of Judith Coplon and perjury trial of Alger Hiss were 
in progress (Hiss was recently readmitted to the practice of law). When the 
severe repression subsided a bit in 1957, a small support committee was 
formed in San Francisco during Iva Toguri's deportation hearing, but people 
were still afraid to become involved. 

Wayne M. Collins, Jr., has lived with the Toguri case since childhood, 
and when his father died he took over as Iva Toguri's attorney and chief 
advocate. He is planning to file another petition for executive clemency with 
the President of the United States. With the support of the American people, 
Iva T oguri has a good chance to redeem her name and regain her precious 
American citizenship. Iva Toguri deserves justice. She has suffered enough. 

,•,,, ______________________________________________________________________ _ 
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APPENDIX A APPENDIX B , _____________________________ ....,. _____________________________ _,, 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 

Article Ill, Section 3: 

Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against 
them, or adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person 
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses 
to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. The Congress shall 
have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no attainder of treason 
shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during the life of the 
person attainted. 

(Definition of Corruption of Blood: The effect of an attainder upon a person 
which bars him/her from inheriting, retaining, or transmitting any estate, 
rank, or title.) 

Amendment VI: 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of 
counsel for his defense. 
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INDICTMENT AGAINST 
IVA TOGURI 

That said defendant committed each and every one of the overt acts herein 
described with treasonable intent and for the purpose of, and with the intent 
in her to adhere to and give aid and comfort to the Imperial Japanese 
Government. 

Overt Act I: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unkn?wn, defe~dant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan discussed with another person the proposed participation of 
defendant in the radio broadcasting program. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act 11: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unk~ow~, defen~ant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan. did discuss with employees of the said corporation the nature 
and quality of a specific proposed radio broadcast. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act 111: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendan_t in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan d_1d speak into a microphone regarding the introduction of a program 
dealing with a motion picture involving war. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 
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Overt Act IV: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone referring to enemies of Japan. (Verdict: 
INNOCENT) 

Overt Act V: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did prepare a script for subsequent radio broadcast concerning the 
loss of ships. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act VI: 

That on a day during October 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, the defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone concerning the loss of ships. (Verdict: 
GUILTY) 

Overt Act VII: 

That on or about May 23, 1945, the defendant in the offices of the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did prepare a radio script for subsequent 
broadcast. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act VIII: 

That on a day between May 1, 1945 and July 31, 1945, the exact date 
being to the Grand Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices o_f the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did engage in an entertainment d1al~gue with 
an employee of the Broadcasting Corporation of Japan for radio broad-
cast purposes. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 
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Excerpts from a Letter to the President of the United States 
Which Accompanied a Petition for Executive Clemency 
By Theodore Tamba, Attorney at Law, June 7, 1954 

The most shocking experience I had was the alleged conduct of a man 
named Harry Brundidge, a newspaperman ... (who) accompanied to Japan 
a man named Hogan, an attorney for the Justice Department ... Mr. Brundidge 
is alleged to have deliberately bribed witnesses by promises of trips to the 
United States and other gifts. While Brundidge was in Japan with Hogan, he 
made contact with (Hiromu) Yagi who was induced to come to the United 
States as a witness for the United States Government, and who testified before 
the United States Grand Jury ... 

My investigation developed that Yagi was then an employee of the Japanese 
Travel Bureau ... and I went to the Japanese Travel Bureau and there met 
Yagi. I then asked (Yagi) what he knew about the case of alleged treason 
against (Iva Toguri). (Yagi) then gave me a narrative of one of the most 
obviously fictitious stories I have ever heard in my professional career. 
Finally, under questioning by me, Yagi stated that this was a story he and 
Brundidge had concocted ... 

I had the occasion (to meet a man named T oshikatsu Kodaira, a Japanese 
newspaperman working for the United Press in Tokyo). Mr. Kodaira then 
proceeded to narrate the events truthfully and his statements are supported 
by his deposition on file in the United States District Court in Northern 
California, much of which was not allowed in evidence. (Kodaira stated 
he accompanied Yagi to a meeting with Brundidge, and that Brundidge 
attempted to bribe both of them with whiskey, clothing, and a trip to the 
United States.) Kodaira was summoned by the (United States) Occupation to 
the Office of Occupation Intelligence Service and there he confronted Yagi, 
who admitted that the testimony he (Yagi) gave before the United States 
Grand Jury was pure fiction. Kodaira produced the suit of clothes given him 
by· Brundidge. The trousers and coat bore the name of Harry Brundidge. 
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Excerpts from a Letter to the President of the United States 
Which Accompanied a Petition for Executive Clemency 
By Waya:ae M. Collins, Attorney at Law, November 4, 1968 

There was no trick or device to which the government's agents would not 
or did not resort in seeking an undeserved conviction .. . They seized two 
of the Australian witnesses (Maj. Charles Cousens and Sgt. Kenneth Parkyns) 
who had notified the Attorney General that Iva (Toguri) was guiltless of 
any act against the interests of the United States and that they offered to 
testify on her behalf. Both were former prisoners of war held by the Japanese 
at the Bunka Prisoner of War Camp in Tokyo. Two F.B.I. agents seized them 
on their arrival from Australia and secreted them in a locked room at the 
Pan American Airway Terminal at the San Francisco Airport and subjected 
them to interrogation and attempted to browbeat them into refusing to 
testify for the defendant. They held those Australian ex-soldiers incommunicado 
until counsel for the defendant was informed by a Customs officer that the 
agents had taken the two Australian passengers to that room. Thereupon, 
counsel for the defendant broke through the locked door, irrupted into the 
room and brought the tete-a-tete to an abrupt climax and halt. 

On March 1. 1949, the defendant filed a notice of motion for an order of 
court of the issuance of subpoenas to be served on 43 witnesses for the 
defendant in Japan for the taking of their depositions. To obtain such an order 
on behalf of the improverished defendant at government expense, the defen-
dant was required by court rule to file an affidavit specifying therein the name 
and address of such witnesses and a statement of the testimony expected 
to be elicited from them. Immediately following the service of such a notice 
and affidavit on counsel for the prosecution, the names and addresses 
and contents of the affidavit revealing the testimony expected to be elicited 
from each of the 43 witnesses was teletyped to the Justice Department and 
relayed to F.B.I. agents in Tokyo. Thereupon, F.B.I. agent Fred Tillman 
accompanied by one or two M.P.'s called upon a majority of the witnesses 
and coerced them to sign statements containing a multitude of falsities. 
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NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN 
CITIZENS LEAGUE RESOLUTION 
Adopted by the National Council on July 27, 1974 
at the 23rd Biennial National Japanese American 
Citizens League Convention in Portland, Oregon. 

WHEREAS, Iva Toguri was the victim of wartime hysteria and became a 
scapegoat for her alleged role as "Tokyo Rose" for those forces which sought 
to foster vengeance and national retribution; and 

WHEREAS, Iva T oguri suffered imprisonment, embarrassment, and physical 
and mental anguish for alleged acts of treason; and 

WHEREAS, it is now apparent that much of the evidence and the conduct 
of her trial were highly questionable and prejudicial and that in view of the 
motivations and climate of public hysteria at the time of the trial the verdict 
is a blot on the integrity of American jurisprudence; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Japanese American Citizens 
League, meeting at its 23rd Biennial National Convention in Portland, Oregon, 
July 23 to 27, 1974, recognize that Iva Toguri was unjustly tried and convicted 
in the aftermath of World War II; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the JACL offer to Iva T oguri and her family 
its belated apology for long silence and inaction; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the JACL use its leadership, manpower, and 
resources to correct the miscarriage of justice in Iva T oguri's case by seeking 
all executive or other remedies available under the law; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the JACL personally contact Iva T oguri to 
apprise her of the action of the National Council, and to ask whether she 
desires, consents to, or accepts any help from the National organization. 
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SUPPORTERS OF 
PRESIDENTIAL PARDON 
FOR IV A TOGURI 

Media (Editorials) 

1. Denver Post (January 8, 1976) 

2. Honolulu Advertiser (February 6, 1976) 

3. Los Angeles Time (March 7, 1976; April 22, 1976) 

4. San Francisco Chronicle (February 9, 1976) 

5. San Francisco Examiner (March 4, 1976; June 3, 1976) 

6. San Francisco KFRC-Radio (March 29, 1976) 

7. Seattle Post Intelligencer (March 2, 1976) 

8. Washington Star (February 15, 1976) 

Elected Officials (Statements) 

9. Governor George A. Ariyoshi, Hawaii (2/18/76) 

10. Assemblyman Paul T. Bannai, California (3/25/76) 

11. Secretary of State Marc~ Fong Eu, California (4/9/76) 
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12. Congressman Donald M. Fraser, Minnesota (5/12/76) 

13. County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, Los Angeles. 

14. City and County Supervisor Quenton L. Kopp, San Francisco (6/1/76) 

15. Congressman John Krebs, California (2/24/76) 

16. State Senator Milton Marks, California (6/2/76) 

17. Congressman Spark M. Matsunaga, Hawaii (3/22/76) 

18. Congressman Abner J. Mikva, Illinois (5/4/76) 

19. Assemblyman S. Floyd Mori, California & 57 co-sponsors of the Calif. 
State Legislators (5/20/76) 

20. Congressman 8.F. Sisk, California (4/8/76) 

21. Attorney General Evelle J. Younger, California (5/23/76) 

Organizations (Petitions and Resolutions) 

22. American Civil Liberties Union, Norther California Chapter (3/11/76) 

23. Americans for Democratic Action (ADA), Northern Calif. Chapter (4/22/76) 

24. National Council of the Churches of Christ (5/5/76) 

25. San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women (3/9/76) 

26. Willard Anderson Post #2471 , Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S., 
Dalles, Oregon (5/12/76) 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. 
November 17, 1976. 
10:00 A.M. 

For further information, contact: 
Don Hayashi (415) 921-5225 

Twenty-seven years ago in the Federal District 

Court in San Francisco, Iva Toguri d'Aquino was convicted 

of treason as the mythical "Tokyo Rose"--a charge> she 

steadfastly denies and proclaims her innocence to this day. 

Today, on the steps of the same court house, 

Iva Toguri d'Aquino returned to San Francisco from her home 

in Chicago to file- an official petition for a presidential 

pardon, addressed to President Gerald R. Ford, requesting 

that he exercise his presidential powers to restore her 

cherished American citizenship, stripped from her by i1er 

conviction in 1949. 

The case of Iva Toguri d'Aquino has received 

national prominence due to the efforts of her attorney and 

the organized efforts of the Committee for Iva Toguri of 

the Japanese American Citizens League. One basis for the 

pardon petition 

declassified by 

is the disclosure of evidence recently ~ v.. Fo,p 
the government documenting that the :v ~'.:.\ 

Cl) :, 

~/ 
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charges and the trial violated her constitutional rights as an American 

citizen and that the conduct of the judicial process represents a miscarriage 

of justice. There is evidence that the witnesses perjured testimony at the 

request of the government; that defense testimony was suppressed; that she 

was prosecuted as a scape-goat resulting from wartime hysteria and anti-

Japanese sentiments. 

"We hope through the presidential pardon petition to redeem her 

personal integrity and restore her American citizenship, thus removing any 

question of disloyalty or the stigma of treason," stated the committee's 

chairperson, Dr. Clifford I. Uyeda. 

Wayne Collins, a San Francisco attorney who has actively repre-

sented Mrs. d 1Aquino, is continuing the legal avenues of redress which was 

initiated over a quarter of a century ago by his father, the late Wayne M. 

Collins who was her chief counsel during the 1949 trial. 

Collins expressed his confidence that justice will be done by the 

granting of presidential pardon, ~hus clearing the name and reputation of 

Iva Toguri d'Aquino. "She has shown extraordinary courage in a long struggle. 

She is a true patriot who served her country admirably only to be abandoned 

by it in her time of greatest need. For the sake of history and for the 

integrity of our judicial system, it is imperative that this gross miscarriage 

of justice be corrected by President Ford's immediate action," Collins concluded, 

Iva Toguri d 1Aquino is now 60, a resident of Chicago where she 

conducts a family import-export business. 

"I'm very grateful to the American people and to the public media 

_or supporting my efforts to regain my American citizenship," said Mrs. d'Aquino. 

' >.merica is my home, it will always be my home, and I never did 

disloyal toward my country." 
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San Francisco, California 94115 

Clifford I. Uyeda, M.D. 
Chairman 

November 26, 1976 

Mr. Robert T. Hartmann 
Counsellor to the President 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Hartmann: 

Enclosed are three editorials that 
were brought to my attention, all dated 
November 22nd. 

I was informed that the New York 
Times, December 5th, will feature the 
case in its magazine section. It is 
written by John Leggett (English Dept, 
Univ. of Iowa). 

The Board of Supervisor, County of 
Santa Clara (Calif.) passed a resolution on 
November 16th supporting a presidential pardon 
for Mrs. Iva Toguri d'Aquino. 

Sincerely yours, 

@cw, J_{Zt;r"--J 
Clit,; I. Uyeda,µ . 
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Heed. Plea of Tokyo Rose 
An undistinguished middle-aged . Chicago 

•· ,xr.an sent a .nessage to President Ford a few 
d JYS ~zo. !..t r:"!' n,;im,~ J,.r:J 1'0g11 ri d' A.1:~ino: 
means little to most Americans. She is better 
known as Tokyo Rose, convicted of treason 
against the United States for broadcasting from 
Radio Tokyo during World War II. 

There are many di:;turbing points about that 
trial. 

Mrs. d' AQuino was the only one of all the 
women on Radio Tokyo programs to be tried. 

Several key witnesses admitted later they had 
perjured their testimony against her because of 
threats by U.S. investigators. 

Her message to Ford was an appeal for a 
pardon and restoration of her American citizen-
shi_p. There is much merit to her plea. 

Iva Toguri, born in Los Angeles, was visiting 
.Japan when war broke out. To Sllrvive, she took 
a typist's job with Radio Tokyo. There she met 
captured U.S. military officers who were work• 
ing for the Japanese. They persuaded her to 
become an .announcer on an entertainment and 
propaganda program which the Americans 
planned to subvert. 

One of the American officers who had .super- • 
vised her work was promoted and decorated 
after the war and not allowed to· testify cin her 
behalf. 

The defense was denied the right to subpoena 
witnesses from Japan. 

Mrs. d'Aquino was convicted on one of eight 
cour:ts after a 56-day trial. She was sentenced to 
10 years imprisonment and fined $10,000. Loss 

., . 

The Japanese had several such programs 
beamed to U.S. troops. More than a dozen 
women announcers of various nationalities were 
employed. All of them were knowu as "Tokyo 
Rose" to the Gls. • 

of U.S. citizenship was automatic. She was -
released.after serving six 'years and two months 
and has lived quietly in Chicago. • 

At ·the end of the war U.S . investigators 
cleared Iva of wrong-doing. But when she 
sought to reiurn to her native land in 1949 she 
wa5 ,we<cted, charged with trearnn and brought 
to San Francisco for trial. 

Iva Toguri d'Aquino's supporters-and they 
are many-feel she was unfairly convicted, that 
she was the innocent victim of the legend of 
Tokyo Rose. 

Nothing no\\'. can restore the years she lost in 
prison, or salve the heartbreak of unjustly being 
branded traitor. But a presidential pardon, res-
toring the citizenship she cherished through all 
her travail, would 1-e only simple justice. We 
urge President Ford to sign it. 

THE DENVER POST 
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Pardon 'Tokyo Rose' i 

Once again the J apanese-Ameri-
c an woman convicted of making 
World War II propaganda broad-
casts from Japan as "Tokyo Rose" 
has petitioned the President of the 
U S. for a pardon. 

Her request presents President 
Ford the opportunity to make .a hu- . 
mane and symbolic gesture during 
his fin~l days in office. If he doesn't, 
it would seem Jimmy Carter would 
be more inclined to do so in the 
cause of what must be regarded as 
essential justice. 

IVA TOGURI D'AQUINO is now 60 
years old and living quietly in Chica-
go. She wants to regain the U.S. citi-
.zeuship she iost in the i~S tdai . 

She cites a need for "peace of 
mind." Others would say it involves 
fairne-ss for such reasons as these: 

• American-born Mrs. d'Aquino 
was taught in Japan by the war and 
tried unsuccessfully to get home on 

• a reparation ship. 
• A dozen or more Eriglish·-speak-

. - . .... 

ing women broadcast on Japanese 
radio and were known under the GI-
invented name of Tokyo Rose. But 
only Mrs. d' Aquino was prosecuted. 
Three alliec! officer POWs who wrote 
the broadcasts were never tried. 

• She would never have been tried 
had sh_e not clung firmly to her 
American citizenship and tried to re-
turn to the U.S. 

• At worst, she was convicted on 
one vague count of treason out of 
eight charges. Many have doubted 
her guilt on even that account. She 
served· five years in prison 2.nd paid • 
her fine. 

As we have said before, it appears • 
Mrs. d'Aquino was i.he viccia1 oi sad 
irony, misunderstanding and war-
time hysteria. That is why her case 
for a pardon has had growing sup-
port here and on the Mainland. 

For the President of the United 
States, a pardon would be a small 
act that says much about our fair-

• ness and compassion as a nation. 

.... ' llt c;- ;.' .g _ .... .. - - ·~ .._ ,,. .. 
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Pardon Tokyo Rose 

President Ford should undertake a compassionate act 
before he leaves office in January-grant a full pardon to 

. Tokyo Rose. 
Tokyo Rose-her real name is Iva Toguri d'Aquino-has 

: paid her debt to society if indeed there e\'(~r was :1 debt to 
pay. Mrs. d' Aquino served 61/2 years in a federal prison on a 
high!y questionable charge of treason. 

Mrs. d'Aquino, an American citizen of JapaJese ances-
. try, was convicted of broadcasting Japanc-,e propaganda to 

American troops during World War II. But there is consider-
able doubt about her guilt and whether she received a fair 
trial. 

There were political overtones to her trial, then one of 
the most expensive in judicial history, because much of the 
public was still inflamed by anti-Japanese sentiment. 

In additi:m, she was the only one of 14 English-speaking 
women announcers employed by Radio Tokyo who was 
charged with treason by the Americans. 

She is now an elderly woman who should be allowed to 
live out her days knowing that her country has realized its 
injustice and that her American citizenship has been 
restored. 

There is widespread support for Mrs. d' Aquino includ-
ing that of the state legislature which urged the pardon 

·. without dissent. 

• 'I 

Now that her official request for pard:;n has been filed 
with the Office of the Pardon Attorney in Washington, D.C., • • 
it is time for the President to act. 

We urge the President to show the same compassion 
toward Mrs. d' Aquino as he did toward former President 
Nixon, whom he pardoned not long after re ass..imed office 

' two years ago. 

FRANK FINNEY 
Executive Editor 

... ... 

22 Mon., Nov. 22, 197 6 

Caklanb <rribunt 
JOSEPH W. KNOWLAND 

Editor and Publi,her GAYLE MQNTGOMERY •• 
Anociate Editor 
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t · Honolulu, June 27, 1976 , ! 
-· • ·:- ~ ??l :~1li ;f or J~ustice ·.~ 

• ~<,1: . ·t 
-':H The case of .. Tokyo Rose" should She would not have been tried had 
3)t'ontinue to concern Americans she not clung firmly to her Ameri-
;0¥i"ter~sted in the cause of essential can citizenship and tried to return to 

'· • justice. • the U.S. from Japan where she had 
-.,6-For that reason, The Advertiser been stranded by the war. 

, . - ,.,today begins a three_.part series by More-than 10 women who spoke on 
r ' 1sstaff writer Peter Rosegg. It is Japanese radio were known by the 
• 1 :'.ia'bout the-part a Honolulu man, Nor- GI-invented name "Tokyo Rose." 
: : _J1\1rian Reyes, played in the World War· But only Mrs. d'Aquino was prose-: I "ff propagartda broadcasts from cuted. The three allied POW officers 
: r' ~.,1okyo_ to allied troops and later in (including Reyes) who wrote the f ~l~e trial and conviction of a . scripts and chose Mrs. D'Aquino to 
• r • ·Japanese-American woman broad;· read them because she had befriend-
; f :,~~ster as "Tokyo Rose . ., _ • . . ed .them were never prosecuted. One 
, 1a,s, It ls not an easy story for Reyes to was promoted. "'i 
; : t1ell.- It should . be read against his , AT WORST, Mrs. _D'Aquino was 

t. ·:·t;ackground at the time, a ,20-year- convicted on one vague count of 
l '. ''.old Filipino army officer facing treason out of eight charged. She 
, • 'threats of death and later possible served five years in prison and paid . _ 

treason charges. In the end, our re- -· · · - all her fine. _, . 
. ,)~ard for Reyes continues. But there is the disturbing f~eling :·; 
; ._ ~~ ;_ AS WE SAID back in February, • from -the testimony of Reyes and .\ 

> the Japanese American Citizens many others that she did not get 
•• J,.eague deserves support in its cam- real justice, that this woman who 

; \ ·'i,aign to gain clemency and restored lives quietly in Chicago merits 
t - :ie1tizenship for the convicted woman. what's now being asked. • :$ 

~ti-a Ikuko Toguri d 'Aquino. • • • Iva d'Aquino will be 60 years old 
. -·she appears to have been the vie- July 4. It would be a good day for ·- ' 

.. ··,Jim of. sad irony, ~isunderstanding President Ford to ~ct favorably in , 1 
!, _andwartimehyster1a. , - - _ ._ ~berbebalf. · ... _ ·•-··~·.-.· :, .-.=:•:-:i/, ,4 

:.-,-.:..: , .,. .,, •>'!"~ -!..l:11~ "6-,i4.,~~.,;csu_,'(llQl ;t~ -.41.·:....~~ .... --~ , . 
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