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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records Date:
Dept. of Agriculture Feb. 3, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

X Draft reply for:

o President’s signature.
X Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE

— . Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply. i .
Prompt actiom is essential.

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

—— s Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply, if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.

For your information.

— For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

_ X letter:
To: The President
From: Jack Stein, Sweetwater, Texas
Date: Jan, 9
Subject: Asking that the President ease the financial burden placed on
farmers and ranchers all over this nation,

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:
R/p Norman ¥, Ross, Jr.

Assistant Director
Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

Secretary's Records
Boom 125-W

To:

Darte: February 4, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

-XXxXx Draft reply for:

- President’s signature.
XEXXXXX Undersigned’s signature.

reply.

-~ Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
Furnish copy of reply, if any.

— For your information.

__ For comment.

Memorandum for use as enclosure to

NOTE

Prompt actiom is essemtials

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:

Please supply an appropriate draft response and return ENTIRE file to
Norm Ross, Room 218, OEOB, Domestic Council, Telephone 456-6554.

Description:

XXXXXeotier: Telegram: Other:

To: President Ford
From:
Date:
Subject:

Januaky 21, 1975

Lawrence VanVoorhies, Chairman - Historic Hoosier Hills

Urges that the Forestry Incentives Program be retained.

{
.
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Oﬁ - i’b ’ b

NEROSS fee

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




THE

To: Secretary's Records
Room 125-W

WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

Date: February 4, 1975

sxxxxsc Draft reply for:

— . President’s signature.
xxxxxxxx Undersigned’s signature.

ACTION REQUESTED

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. L
Prompt actiom is essentials
Dkt suply If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
(R T — please telephone the undersigned immediately,

—____ Suitable acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For your information.

For comment.

Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:

Please supply an appropriate response for each of the letters attached and
return ENTIRE file to Norm Ross, Room 218, OEOB, Domestic Councili,

Telephone 456-6554,

Description:

xxxxx Letter:
To: President Ford

Telegram: Other:

From: George Stoddard - Dennis McWhorter
Date: January 22, 1975 - January 8, 1975 respectively
Subject: Ecomomic crisis in thé livestock enterprises.

By direcﬁo/nj the President:
/

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestid Council

{White House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Date: February 4, 1975
Room 125-W

ACTION REQUESTED

—xxx' Draft reply for:
- President’s signature.
_xxxxxx Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. e -
Prompt actiom is essentials
Birect reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Paraish tuformaiion copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

—— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Please supply an appropirate draft response and returm ENTIRE file to
Norm Ross, Room 218, OEOB, Domestic Council, Telephone 456-6554.

Description:

_xxxx Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: President Ford
From: George M. Shell
Date: January 11, 1975
Subject: Ecnoamic problems of the dairy farmers.

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Rosss, Jr.
‘ ) —- Assistant Director
QL \ Domestic Council
NEROSS /ee

(White House Suspense Copy)




Suggested response to Mr, Ceorge !4, Shell

Your recent lstter to Presidemt Ford has been rveferred to this office for
reply. Secretary Butz and the Department of Agriculture staff are con—
cernad about inflation and the current cost-price squenze faced Ly dairy
end livestoek producers. This problem has been especially acute for
farmers wihc must purchase feed graim and coneentrate rations,

Tarmers planted more acres of feed grains and soybeans last year, but hot
dry westher during the summer and early frosts last fall took a heavy toll
on crop ylelds. Feed supplies werxe tight and prices were higher than usual
during the latter part of 1974, lHowever, during the most recent two-month
period there has been congsiderable decline in the coet of feed to dailrymen,
While feed prices have been falling there has alsc been a steady rise in
the faym price for milk,

On January 3, Secretary Butz announeced an inersase in the support price for
manufsceturing milk frem 56.57 to $7.24 per mmdredwelipght, The increase was
effective immediately and will remain in effect through this marketing year
and the next marketing year which ends March 31, 1976, The Secretary said
this action was necessary hecause farm milk prices have declined while
costs have remained at hiigh levels.

The importance of maintaining a viable deiry industry duriag a period of
rapidly changing economic conditioms is a continuing eoncem of public
officials amd people employed at all levels of the production and distri-
bution system, Ve appreciate your interest in this matter and want to
assure you that our efforts are directed toward maintaining 2 healthy amd
prosperous dalry industry,




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Daie: February 11, 1975
125-.W (Room)

ACTION REQUESTED

xxxxxDraft reply for:

President’s signature. sl |
xxxxxxxx Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE

Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply.

Prompt actiom is essentials

Divect peplys If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

Farnish, luformation copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Please supply an appropriate draft response in 48 hours and return ENTIRE
FILE To Norman Ross, Room 218, DEOB, Domestic Council, Telephone 456-6554

Description:

xxxxx Lotter:
To: John O. Marsh
From: Richard D. Chumney
Date: Jamumary 2, 1975
Subject: How we can best establish a permanent land base for agriculture

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:

Noerman E. Ross, Jr.
Agsistant Director

Domestic Council
NEROSS /ee

{White House Suspense Copy)




Suggested Response te January 2, 1973 lLatter frowm Mr. Richard . Chummey
Regarding the Preservation and FExpension of the Livestoek Industyry in
llew Jeraey.

Mr. Richard P. Chumey
Pirector of the Division of Rural Resoureces

Departaent of Agriculture
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Dear Diek:

Thank you for your letter of Jemuary 2. I do appreciate hearing
from you.

Your desire to solve the problems of how best to establish a
permsnent land base for agrieulture in New Jersey snd how best to
plan and devalop your rural areas for all concerned 4s commendabls.

The Agrieultural Research Service (ARS) has been invelved im studying
the use of sledge from municipal waste as a resource for agriculturs,
Although additional research is ueeded to ensure complete safety in
applying sludge to cropland, shortages of conventional fertilizers
have created increased interest im the use of this sludpe on land,

We recognize that land application of sludge can be beneficial for
soil improvement. Nevertheless, it is questiomable whether the
nutrients in sludge would be adequate to sustain optimm production
without addition of commercial fertilisers.

ARS seientists bhave been investigating both the utility and the safety
of using reclaimed nutrients from animal waste as a feed ingredient
for livestock. Results of their research and the findiugs of a task
force indicate ssveral circumstances umder which animel waste nay be
safaly fed to animals., This information has been given te the Food
end Drug Administration (FDA), and there has been continuing dialogue
on the subject betwesn thelr sciemtists and those on the ART staff.
The FDA is in the process of deeiding on the use of animal vaste as

a fesd ingredient.

We share your eoncern about the bast use of military installations
oo longsr nseded for military purposes. Several military installations
have been converted iato research facilities by ARS,

e wery much apprsciste your observations about preserving and expanding

the livestock industry in New Jarsey and wish yeu every success in
setting & pattern for the rest of the nation.

P T T
"{’,; 5 FL eo \




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
: REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Date: February 12, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

xxxxx Draft reply for:
e President’s signature.
xxxxxxxx Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. R :
Prompt actiom is essential.
Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:
xxxxx Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: President Ford
From: Arlem Erdahl
Date: February 6, 1975
Subject: Acquisition of land in the Boundary Waters Canoce Area.

By direction of the President:

4
&

( AN Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

{White House Suspense Copy)
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THE

To: Secretary's Records

WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

Date: February 12, 1975

m_Dmﬂnplyhn

- President’s signature.
=xxxexxx Undersigned’s signature.

Memorandum for use as enclosure to

ACTION REQUESTED

NOTE

_—— Prompt actiom is essemtials
Divect zeply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ny is ?ncoun'tered,
Furnish inf fos SapY. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

— Suilable acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

___ For your information.

— For comment.

Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum., or comment is re-
queﬂbd.

 REMARKS:

Pescription:

xxxxx Letter:
To: President
From: John M, Monacella

Date: Fobruary 4, 1975

Telegram; Other:

Subject: American Data Systém's food stamp application system.

v P

NEROSS /ee

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ress, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

{White Housg Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE V00 et
REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records Date: Feb, 12
Room 125-W i

Dept. of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

— Drdit reply for: A
President’s signature. 3 ay )
Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. — 3
Prompt actiom is essential.
% Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
X Furnish inf Fa— please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

—— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspond should be returned wh
Furnish copy of reply. if any. e g

draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
——— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:
X
Letter: Telegram; Other:
To:  President Ford
From:  Delore Berglund, Scandia, Minn
Date:  Jam, 6, 1975
Subject:  Pyrotesting Wool prices (low) and also petm protesting that rug made |
of Eng. wool imstead of American wool, which will be used in the |

— Preciipat’s effice,

By direction of the President: 4
R/p 456-6554

Norman ¥, Ross, Assistant Director
Domestic Council ’

(White House Suspense Copy)




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION AND CONSERVATION SERVICE » WASHINGTON,D.C. 20250

FEB 2 5 1975

Mrs, Delore Berglund

0ld Field Road

Scandia, Minnesota 55073

Dear Mzs, Berglundi

President Ford has asked us to acknowladge your lettexr of January 16

concerning protest to wool prices.

A reply is being prepared and should reach you in the near future.

Sinceraly,

Elyln J. Persom
NotIng Administrator

i B

ees Mr. Norman E. Ross, Assistant Director
Domestic Council, White House



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

i Mexrch 13, 1975

Mrs. Delore Berglund
0ld Field Road
Scandia, Minnesota 55073 .

Dear Mrs. Berglund:

This is in further reply to your letter to President Ford regarding
market prices for wool.

Your statement regarding the recent trend in market prices for wool is
in general agreement with our understanding of the situation. After a
period when prices for wool rose to an attractive level, market prices
subsequently weakened and have since declined to less than half their
former level. The same situation prevails with.respect to the market
prices of other fibers, both natural and man-made. For example, market :
prices for. cotton have declined almost 40 percent over the past

12 months (farmers received 32 cents per pound for upland cotton
during February 1975 as compared to 52 cents during February 1974).

The National Wool Act of 1954, as amended, provides for incentive
payments to U. S. producers in order to ‘encourage the domestic
productlon of wool. The rate of payment is the percentage required
to raise the national average market price received by all wool
producers up to the statutory incentive price of 72 cents per pound.
While no incentive payments were made to wool producers for the 1973
program, prices during 1974 were such that incentive payments will

. likely be made for the 1974 program. Such payments will be made as
soon as final data are available with respect to average market
prices for wool actually received by wool producers during the 1974
marketing year.

We appreciate your interest and hope 1975 will be a profltable year
for you.

Sincerely,

TTER
CLAYTON YEU
gpsistant Secretary

cc: . Norman E. Ross., Assistant Director
Domestic Council



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

| 579
REFERRAL
To: Secretary's Records Date: February 12, 1975
ACTION REQUESTED
xxxxx Draft reply for:
— . President's signature. v
enooocsxdndersigned’s signature. 3 - &) =
NOTE
—— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. -y §
Prompt actiom is essentials
Direct reply. If more tham 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy. Cole 1450
e .

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returmned when
draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS: 2

Description:

oy Letler: Telegram: Other:
To: President Ford
From: Wendell R. Anderson
Date: January 31, 1975
Subject: Protest the decision to close the Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation

Service office in Minneapolis.

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

NEROSS /ee

{White House Suspense Copy)




Subject: Honorable Wendell R. Anderson's Letter Protesting the Decision to
Close the Minneapolis ASCS Commodity Office

USDA Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service's decision to close
their Minneapolis Commodity Office was based on a continuing declining work-
load at both the Prairie Village, Kansas, office as well as the commodity
office in Minneapolis. The Minneapolis office was established in 1963 with a
workload that required 468 man-years of employment. Projections today, based
on present and anticipated workload, would require approximately one-half of
the man-years of employment that were required in 1963.

The productivity rates comparing the two offices represent the effectiveness
of workload forecasting, not workload volume. The Minneapolis workload
increased s1ightly above projections partly because of the increased price
support on dairy. In contrast, the Kansas City office did not receive certain
documentation from the grain trade needed to complete their units of work for
credit in the productivity measurement system. This accounts for the differ-
ence in productivity rates, even though both were fully employed. Lack of
total commodity workload, not inefficiency, was the factor that caused ASCS

to reach the decision to combine its commodity offices at one location.

ASCS's study regarding the options for determining the proper location indicated
that on the basis of cost alone - Minneapolis or Kansas City could be justified.
The study did, however, indicate cost advantages for locating in Kansas City.
There were other considerations, namely, ASCS presently has its management
field offices at Kansas City. This office has approximately 500 employees
supporting not only the Prairie Village Commodity Office but the Agency's 2800
county offices throughout the United States. There were inherent advantages

to locating the commodity office near or with this function for savings in
manpower and flexibility in personnel and space requirements. A second
consideration involved the ADP facilities that are located at Kansas City.

ASCS has planned for several years to utilize the USDA computer center for

its integrated program and accounting system. This would support not only

the commodity function but also the Agency's State and county functions.

Simply stated, other things being equal, the Agency had a choice of locating
its commodity function near two major resources or at Minneapolis, 500 miles
away. There are obvious advantages to the Agency in having 1ts commodity
functions near {ts management field offices as well as the ADP center.

The ASCS expects to accomplish the consolidation of the two offices for a one
time expense of less than $2,000,000. The savings in salary and lease expenses
that will occur because of this consolidation are very real to the taxpayer.
ASCS's study indicated a minimum of $680,000 would be saved annually. Since
this study, 1t is apparent that this savings will be higher. Certain actions,

—



such as the USDA Food and Nutrition Service's decision to locate its food
stamp redemption program at Minneapolis, will save ASCS considerable expense
in relocating the Minneapolis Commodity Office. Food and Nutrition Service's
function will create a minimum of 40 positions in addition to utilizing some
of the space being vacated by ASCS.

Employment data from the Civil Service Commission indicates Minnesota has
29,772 Federal employees. Not included in that figure are 297 ASCS county
employees who are not counted as Federal employees. Approximately 32% of

the Federal employees in Minnesota are located in the Minneapolis/St. Paul
area. ASCS's commodity function represents less than 1% of the Federal
employment in Minneapolis/St. Paul. With the anticipated number of employees
who will relocate to Kansas City, with the employment opportunity created by
Food and Nutrition Service, and with the Agency's aggressive placement program
for those employees who cannot relocate, we feel that the impact on employees
as well as the State of Minnesota will be minimal.



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
345
REFERRAL
To: Secretary's Records Date: February 12, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

xXxxxxX Draft reply for:
- President’s signature.
X00EXX  Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— . Memorandum for use as enclosure to
il Prompt actiom is essemtials
Divect ségly. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable aclknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply. memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

TWO PIECES OF CORRESPONDENCE

Descripiion:

XEXXX Lotter: XXXX Telegram; Other:
To: President Ford
From: Libby Lightsey - Lee Spann President of the Colorado Cattlemens Association
Date: Jammary 9, 1975 - Jasuary 16, 1975 respectively
Subject: Probelms of the cattle industry.

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

NEROSS /ee

(White House Suspense Copy)




Draft Reply to February 7 letter from Mr. Lee Spann, President
Colorado Cattlemen's Association

Thank you for your letter of February 7 urging full imposition of
meat import quotas.

For 1975, the level of permitted imports as computed by the formula
specified in the Meat Import Law of 1964 is 1,074.3 million pounds,
product weight. However, the law also provides for a 10 percent
overage, so that the actual point at which the President may take
action to limit imports is 1,181.7 million pounds. If imports are
estimated to exceed this "trigger'" point, the President must invoke
quotas, but he may not reduce the level of imports permitted to less
than 1,074.3 million pounds. Imports of meats subject to the law
declined sharply last year from 1,356 million pounds in 1973 to 1,079
million pounds. In 1974, imports were below the "trigger" point for
imposition of quotas.

The President has not abandoned his pledge of last fall to honor the
intent of the Meat Import Law, if imports threaten to pick-up markedly
during 1975. Imports of meat are threatening to pick-up and the
President is taking steps to ensure that imports of meat subject to
the Meat Import Law are limited. Rather than invoke quotas, he has
decided to first try to negotiate voluntary agreements with supplying
countries to limit imports to about 1,150 million pounds. The differ-
ence between this quantity and the quota level of 1,074.3 million
pounds amounts to about one-half pound, carcass weight basis, per
person in the United States compared with a total expected consumption
rate of 230 pounds for all meats in 1975, and is expected to have a
negligible impact on livestock and meat prices.

The advantage of voluntary agreements compared with quotas is that
this approach is expected to make it easier for the United States

to negotiate reductions in barriers to overseas sales of U.S. farm
products. The productive capacity of U.S. agriculture far exceeds
requirements for U.S. consumption. To keep this production plant
fully employed the U.S. must export. In 1974, the U.S. exported
about $22 billion of farm products and imported $10 billion.

Exports of livestock products were valued at $1.6 billion, including
about 10 percent of our production of variety meats, and 40 to 50
-percent of our production of tallow and hides.



Qyvp R
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE | g

RS-
REFERRAL
T0:  Seeretary's Records Date: February 12, 1975
ACTION REQUESTED
xxxx- Dradt reply for:
President’'s signature.
xxxxxxxx Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. - s
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is ?neoun.tered,
Furnish inf va— please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

____ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

sh return
Pkl o of awsllis 1 S Basic correspondence should be ed when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

wxxxx Letter: Telegram; Other:
To: President Ford
From: John P. Farney
Date: Jamumary 27, 1975
Subject: Hungry people of the world need help - farmers need encouragement to
: produce maximum as a result of these hungry people.

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.

Assistant Director

Domestic Council
NEROSS/ee

{White House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records
Room 125 -« W
Department of the Rgriculture

Date: Joux Feb, 12, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

mx—— Drait reply for:
— President’s signature.
—xx  Undersigned’s signature.

— Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply.

—_ Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

—— Suitable acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling.
Furnish copy of reply. if any.

—— For your information.

For comment.

NOTE

Prompt action is essential.

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:

Description:

xx  Letter:
TdPresident Ford

Telegram: Other:

From: Jim D, Jestis, V-P, First State Bank, Bokchito, Oklahoma 74726

Date: Jan, 31, 1975
Subject: Stop beef imports NOW

r/p 456-6554

0{ At A5 / foe

By direction of the President:

Norman E, Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records Date: Feb. 12, 1975
Room 125-W
Dept, of Agr.

ACTION REQUESTED

X ____ Draft reply for:
President’'s signature.

X___  Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. e s
Prompt actiom is essential.
Divect reply If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Furnish inf fos Gopy please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply. memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.

__ For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

X _ lLetter:
To: Presideat Ford
From: Stephen G, Wenzel, State Repr. Mimnesota
Date: onkim Jan, 27
Subject: Agking legislation or to delaire Central and Southern Minnesota
counties as disaster areas because of the Jan, snow blizzard

Telegram: Other:

R/p By direction of the President:
v 3"0,"; > Norman Ross, Assistant -~ -
an?” Director, Domestic Councibd

(White House Suspense Copy)
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

MAR 4 1978

Mr, Norman E, Roas, Jr.
Assistant Director
Demestic Council

The White liouse
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Rosss
We are enclosing & drafy reply of a letter to Honorable Stephem G.
Wenzel in snswer to his comments with regard to the severe January

blizzard in Minmesota.

sincerely,

James E. Bostic, Jr.
Deputy Assistant Secretary

Enclosure



Subject: Suggested reply to lettsr of Jamuary 27, 1973, from the
Momorable Stephem G. Wenzel, Minnesota House of Repressantatives,
Little Fells, Ninnesota 58343

Homorable Stephen G. Wenszel
Minnesota louse of Represemtatives
Little Falls, Hinnasota 56345

Dear Mz, Wenszels

Preaident Ford has asked me to veply to yeur letter of Jamuwary 27, 1973,
concerning the need for financial assistamcs for Minnesota farmers and
ranchers whe have suffared losses and damage from the severe January
blizzard.

Under Department of Agriculture procedurss for making formal Parmers
Home Aduimistration (PwiiA) Emergency (EN) loan desigmatioms, sach

county govermninmg body must make its recommendation to Governor Wendell R,
Anderson on the basis of infermetion furnished by the FmHA Csunty Super-
visor relative to the disaster cenditioms. However, the PullA State
Director may suthorize Emergency losms on an individual basis when 23

or less farmers in the cownty have been affected by the disaster and the
county goveranimg body has faverably recommanded this actiom,

Wihen more than 25 farmere ave sffected, the county goverming body's
recommendation will be sent directly to the Coverner. On the basis eof
this information and his own imvestigation, the Governor may request

the Sscretary of Agriculture to make a2 formal édesigmation. The Secretary
has reseived a requast from Covermor Anderson for the designation of 11
counties in Minnssots for FmiHA Emergency loam asssistamce because of the
January blizsard., Theess counties are now uader consideraticom in the
Department. I am requesting the Minnesota PmHA State Pirvecter, Mr. Gordon F.
Klenk, 252 Pederal Office Building and U.8. Courtheuss, 5t. Paul, Minnesota
$5101, telephone 612-723-7695, to advise you when a fimal decision on the
designation of these countiss has been mada.

In addition to the regular FauliA Emergency loan program, the Emergemcy
Livesteck Credit Act of 1974, emacted on July 23, 1974, authorizes the
Secretary of Agriculture to guarsmtes loans made by private lending
institutions to bona fide farmers snd ranchers suffering ecomemic
difficulties who are primerily and directly eagaged in livestock produc-
tiom for the purpese of breeding, raisimg, fattsming, or marksting
livestock. The guarentse may cover not more tham 80 percent of any loss
sustained on the loan. The intsrest will be at a rate agreed to by the
lender and the borrowsr. Imitially, repsyment terms may be up te 3 years
with the possibility of a I-year extansion when necesssery. The smount
any farmer or rancher may borvrow under the guarantss is limitad to
$2350,000. This program is also administered by the FuliA. Individuals
intesrested in applying for assistance should comtact the agriecultural
lending institution where they do business.




Honorable Stephen @, Wenszel 2

Wie are enclosing fact sheets which provids s general explanstion of
the FmHA Emergsncy loan programs. Ve assure you that the Department
of Agriculture is endeavoring to asssist farm families teo remain

on the farm,

Your comments and the concern you have showm ars appreciated.

Enclosure
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To: President Ford
From: Senator Bob Packwood
Date: February 5, 1975
Subject: Recommendations from the Oregon Cattlemen

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.

Assistant Director

Domestic Council
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

February 24, 1979
Honorable Norman E. Ross, Jr. _

Domestic Council Staff
The White House

"Dear Mr. Ross:

In reply to your request of February 12, we enclose a draft

reply to s letter dated February 5, 1975 from Senator Bob
Packwood concerning the proposals made last November by
representatives of the Oregon cattle industry to boost the
nation's floundering beef industry.
'S:lncere]y,

CLAYTON YEUTTER

Asaistant Secretary

. Enclosure



’

Draft Reply to February 5 letter from Senator Bob Packwood to the
President

.

Thank you for your letter of February 5 concerning proposals made
last November by representatives of the Oregon cattle industry to
boost the nation's floundering beef industry.

With regard to meat imports, legislation authorizing quotas was
passed by the Congress in 1964 (P.L. 88-482), after several years
of declining cattle prices and rising imports. This law applies
to imports of fresh, chilled and frozen beef, veal, mutton and
goat meat, but the bulk of the meat which is imported subject to
this law is frozen boneless beef for further processing. The law
permits imports of these meats to increase in proportion to in-
creases in U.S. production, computed from 1959-1963 baseé period.
Imports of other meats, such as pork, processed meat products, and
lamb are not subject to quotas. )
All imported meat is subject to the same rigid requirements for
sanltation and wholesomeness as meat produced in the United States.
USDA veterinarians monitor the meat inspection system and process-
ing plants of foreign supplying countries, and imported meat is
inspected again when it reaches the United States. Imports of
fresh meat are not permitted from countries where commnicable
animal diseases, which are not present in the United States, are
endemic, For example, imports of uncooked beef from Argentina are
not permitted, because of the presence of foot and mouth disease
in Argentina,

For 1975, the level of permitted imports as computed by the formula
specified in the Law is 1,074.3 million pounds, product weight.
However, the Law also provides for a 10 percent overage, so that

the actual point at which the President may take action to limit
imports is 1,181.7 million pounds. If imports are estimated to
exceed this "trigger" point, the President must invoke quotas, but

he may not reduce the level of imports permitted to less than 1,07h.3
million pounds, Imports of meats subject to the Law declined sharply
last year from 1,356 million pounds in 1973 to 1,079 million pounds.
In 1974, imports were below the "trigger" point for imposition of

_ quotas.,

Rather than invoke quotas in 1975, the President has decided to try
to negotiate voluntary agreements with supplying countries to limit
imports to about 1,150 million pounds, The difference between this
quantity and the quota level of 1,074.3 million pounds amounts to
about one-half pound, carcass weight basis, per person in the United
States compared with a total expected consumption rate of 230 pounds
for all meats in 1975, and is expected to have a negligible impact on
livestock and meat prices.

The advantage of wvoluntary agreements compared with quotas is that this

mpproach is expected to make it easier for the United States to megotimte, -



~ .

Senatox» Bob Packwood - 2

reductions in barriers to overseas sales of U.S. farm products. Many
of these barriers, such as the bans imposed on imports of beef by
Japan and the countries of the European Community, directly affect
the U.S. livestock industry.

It is difficult to over-estimate the importance of moving toward freer
trade in agricultural products. The production capacity of U.S. agri-
culture far exceeds requirements for U.S. consumption. To keep this
production plant fully employed, we must export. In 1974, we exported
about $22 billion of farm products and imported $10 billion. This
favorable balance of trade in agriculture helped to offset the costs

of imported petroleum and many other essential non-food items. In 197k,
the United States imported some $25 billion worth of energy products.
Additionally, it should be noted that over $1.6 billion of our agricul-
tural exports were livestock products, including about 10 percent of
our production of variety meats, and 40 to 50 percent of our production
of tallow and hides,

The Department of Agriculture's school lunch purchase program for
1974-75 is now complete. The program was accelerated beginning last
spring, to help the beef industry. Purchases during this fiscal

year have been timed to give the maximum assistance to the industry.
Including 45 million pounds purchased last spring, a total of 179
million pounds of ground beef have been purchased for the 1974-75
school year. In addition 28 million pounds of canned beef, 25 million
pounds of frankfurters and 8 million pounds of canned pork have been
purchased during the current fiscal year.. Purchases of meat for use
in school lunch program during 1973-74 school year included 45.5 million
pounds of ground beef, 19.6 million pounds of frankfurters, 32.6
million pounds of canned luncheon meats and 7.3 million pounds of
canned pork.

All federally funded purchases of beef for school lunch and troop mess
within the United States are exclusively domestic beef. Past experience
indicates that it is impractical to limit off-shore purchases to
domestic sources. However, due to improvements in processing, pack=-
aging and competitive prices the Military is purchasing larger quantities
of beef from domestic sources.

The Department of Agriculture has received nearly 5,000 comments from
the public concerning the proposed revisions in the beef grading

system. These comments are being reviewed and hopefully a decision will
be made in the near future., The proposed revisions would reduce the
marbling requirement for younger slaughter cattle in the top grades.
This would result in slightly leaner beef with less excess fatj and less
grain would be required to produce cattle that would qualify for the
top grades.

Your comments, suggestions and interest are greatly appreciated,

Sincerely,



March 1, 1975

Dear Senator:

This is irn further response to your lstter of Pebruary 5
concerning proposals made last November by representatives
of the Oregon cattle industry teo boost the nation‘s
floundering beef ilndustry.

With regard to meat irmports, legislation authorizing quotas
was passed by the Congress in 1964 (r.L., 280-482), after
several years of declining cattle prices and rising iwports.
This law applies to imports of frash, chilled and freosen
beef, veal, mutton and geat meat, but the bulk of the neat
which is mm sabject to this law iz frozen boneless
beaf for further processing., The law permits imports of
these meats to increase in proportion to increases in U.S,
production, geomputed from 19§9-1963 base perlod. Imports
of other meats, such as pork, processed meat products, and
lamb are not subject to guotas,

All imported meat is subjsct to the same rigid requirements
for sanitation and wholesomeness as meat produced in the
United States. USDA vetsrinarians monitor the meat inspec-
tion tem and processing plants of foreign supplying
countries, and imported meat is inspectad agaln when it
reaches the United Btates. Imporis of fresh meat avre not
pexmitted from countries where cosmunicable animal disesses,
wvhich are not present in the United States, are endemic,
For example, imports of uncooked beef from Argeatina are
net permitted, because of the presence of foot and wouth
dissase in Argentina,

Fox 1975, the level of parmitted inports as computed by
the forwula specified in the Law 4s 1,074.3 million pounds,
product weight. However, the Law also provides for a 10
psxesnt overage, so that the agtual point st which the
President say take action to limit luports is 1,161.7
nillion pounds, If imports are estimated to excesd this
“trigger” point, the President must invoks tas, but
h-u{aot:-dm the level of imports permitted to lass
074.3 million pounds. Imports of meats subiect to




the Law declined sharply last year frem 1,356 million
pounds in 1973 %o 1,079 million pounds. In 1974, imports
were below the "trigger” point for imposition of guotas.

Rather than invoke gquotas in 1975, the President has
decided to try to negotiate voluntary agreements with
supplying countries to limit imports to about 1,150
million pounds. The difference between this guantity
and the guota level of 1,074.3 million pounds amounts
to about one-hslf pound, carcass weight basis, per pex-
son in the United Btates compared with a total
consumptien rate of 230 pounds foxr all meats in 197§,

and is expected to have a negligible impact on livestock
and meat prices.

The advantage of voluatary agrssments comparxed with guotas
is that this approach is expected to make it sasier for

the United States to negotiate reductiones in barriers to
overseas sales of U.8. farm products. Many of these
barriers, such as the bans inposed on iuports of beef Ly
Japan and the countries of the Buropean Canmunity, direetly
affect the U.8. livestook industry.

It 4is difficult to over-estimate the importance of moving
toward freer trade in agricultural products. The produc-
tion capacity of U.S. agriculture far exceeds requirements
fox U.S. consumption. To keep this production plant fally
employed, we must export. In 1974, we axported about §22
billien of farm products amd imported $10 billion. This
favorable balance of trade in agriculture helped to offsat
the costs of imperted petrolewz and many other essential
non-food items. 1In 1974, the United Btates iluported some
$25 billion worth of enargy products. Additionmally, it
should be noted that over $1.8 billion of cur agricultural

ware livestock products, ineluding about 10 perceat
of our production of variety meats, and 40 to 50 percent
of our production of tallow and hides.

The Departaent of Agriculture's schoel lanch purchase pro-
gram for 1974-75 is now complete. The progran vas acoel-
erated beginning last spring, to belp the beef industry.
Purchases during this fiscal year have been timed to give
the maximum assistance to the industry. Including 45
million pounds purchased last spring, a total of 179 mil-
lion pounds of grouml beef have been purchased for the
1974-75 school year. 1In addition 28 million pounds of



canned beef, zinullnponndae! frankfurters and 8 mil-
lion pounds of canned poxk have been purchased during the
current fiscal year. Purchases of meat for use im schoel
lunch program during 1973~74 school year included 48.5
million pounds of ground beef, 19.6 million pounds of
frankfurters, 32.6 million poundu of canned luncheon meats
and 7.3 million pounds of canned pork,

All federally funded purchases of beef for school lunch
and troop mess within the United States are exclusively
domestic beef. Past experience indieates that it {s
impractical to linit off-ghore purchases to demestic
sources. ilowever, due to improvements in processing,
packaging and competitive prices the Military is purchas-
ing larger guantities of beef from domestic sources.

The Department of Agriculture has received nearly 5,000
comments from the public comceraing the proposed mh.im
in the beef grading systex, These commants are being
reviewed and h-pofuly a deecision will be made in the

near future. mmmuammmmm
marbling requirement for younger slaughter cattle in the
top grades. This would result in slightly leaner beef
with less excess fat: and less grain would be reguired

to produce ecattle that would gualify for the top grades,

Your comments, suggestions and interest are greatly
appreciated.

Singerely,

William 7, Xendall
Peputy Assistant
to the President

The Honorable Bob Packwood
uinited States Ssnate
Washington, D.C. 208510
bece to Norm Ross - FYX

WIK:AGRIC:EF:xrg
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= Letter:
To: The President
From: R. Brinkley Smithers - Christopher D, Smithers Foundation, Inc,, 3 NY
Date: January 23, 1975
Subject: has ideas about saving on fuel, food and fertilizer

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:
R/p 456-6654 Norman F, Ross, Jr.,

Assistant Director, Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

March 7, 1975

Mr. R. Brinkley Smithers

The Christopher D. Smithers
Foundation, Inc.

41 East 57th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Smithers:

President Ford has asked us to thank you for your comments
on the problems of fuel, food, and fertilizer in the
United States. Your suggestions have been forwarded to
the appropriate research groups for consideration in the
development of projects.

You might be interested in some background material on the
questions that you raised.

As you know, alcohol can be mixed with gasoline and used
to power engines. The problem is not technical, but one
of economics. Therefore, alcohol will not be used as a
substitute for gasoline until the price relationship for
the two products indicates that alcohol is competitive.
Currently the State of Maine is investigating the
technical and economic problems of manufacturing alcohol
from trees destroyed by insects. This alcohol would

then be blended with gasoline. The State of Nebraska

has an ongoing ''gasohol" program whereby alcohol produced
from grain is blended with gasoline at about a 10 percent
mixture. Many State-operated vehicles are powered by the
"gasohol" mixture.

Industrial alcohol, spirits, and beer production consume
1.7 percent of the total food and feed grains produced in
the United States. About half of this is industrial
alcohol.

In 1974, 962,000 acres of tobacco were grown. This acreage
accounted for 0.3 percent of 329 million acres of crops
harvested.



Mr. R. Brinkley Smithers 2

The technolegy exists for converting garbage and urban
rubbish to clean-burning hydrocarbon fuels. As with
alcochel it is a matter of ecomomics. The costs for
gathering the wastes and converting them to fuels are too
great for such fuels to be competitive with current fuel
sources. Economic and techmological aspects of waste
disposal and conversiom to fuels are being studied in
research pilet plants.

We appreciate your suggestions and your interest in the
problems of fuel, food, and fertilizer.

Sincerely,
Rebert W. Long

Assistant Secretary fo_r Conservation,
Research and Education

cc: Mr. Ross
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Description:

2 Letter:
To: The President

From: R. Brinkley Smithers - Christopher D. Smithers Foundation, Inc,, ¥ NY
Date: January 23, 1975
Subject: has ideas about saving on fuel, food and £ertilizer

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President: m%«/
R/p 456-6654 ; Norman E. Ross, Jr.,

Assistant Director, Domestic Council

(Copy to remain with correspondence)
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NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply.
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For comment.

REMARKS:
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Description: :
xxxxxx Letter: Telegram: Other:

To: President Ford

From: J. Keith McReynolds, Harold B. Steels, U. E. Rogers Del Venadoranch, Frank
Date: Jamuary 8, 1975, February 7, 1975 January 7, 1974, Jan. 30 "Demp'' Allen
Subjec: All concerned with the problems facing farmers.

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.

Assistant Director

Domestic Council
NEROSS /ee

{White House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
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To: Secretary's Records Date: February 12, 1975
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xxxx_ Draft reply for: l/’:
: President’s signature. 3~/
XXXXXXXX Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
roply. o % y
Prompt actiom is essemtial,
Divwct reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Parnlsh informalion copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply,. memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.

Furnish copy of reply, if any.
— For your information.

__ For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

XXXX Letter:
To: President Ford
From: Peter H. Schuck
Date: February 6, 1975
Subject: Increases in meat prices.

Telegram; Other:

By direction of the President:

(,UM/“—“ 2.. 28 Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Ashistant Director
Domestic Council
NEROSS/ee

(White House Suspense Copy)
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To: Secretary's Records Date: February 12, 1975

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

ACTION REQUESTED

x2exsexe Draft reply for:
xxsccxxxx- Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— . Memorandum for use as enclosure io
reply. e I
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Divect reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply,. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS: @

Description:

Telegram; Other:

Erwwyex Letter:
To: President Ford
From: Rolland Main - President of the Illinois Corn Growers Association
Date: February 6, 1975
s“b’e"]‘ Imposition of farm export controls and monitoring of overseas sales by
the United States Department of Agriculture.

“ P e \

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Directoe

NEROSS/ee Domestic Council

{White Houss Suspense Copy)

————
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Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
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— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

xxxxx lLetter:
To: President Ford
From: William Kuhfuss
Date: February 3, 1975
Subject: Exports of grain - no embargoes

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ress, Jr.
Assistant Director

Domestic Council
NEROSS /ee

(White House Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
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e President’s signature.

_x__.___ Undersigned’s signature. 3 -/ g &
NOTE
——— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. e :
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Furnish copy of reply. if amy. draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Descripfion:

Letter: X Telegram: Other:
To:President Ford
From:Joha W, Curry, President, Nat'l. Corn Growers Assn.
Date:1=28-75
Subject: Roq uesting that export monitoring system be ended

By direction of
Ross T M Norm on, Rulm Director j
pt-456-6554 Domestic Council |

g - R &

(White House Suspense Copy)
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REMARKS:
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Letter: X  Telegram; Other:
To: The Presideat
From: William ©. Towell, Exe, Vice President, The American Forestry
Date: 12/6 /74
Subject: Distmrbed over President's Message to amix withhold $4.9 million
for cooperative fire control & $10 milllon for reforestation and timber stand
improvement,

By direction of the President:

R/pt 456-6554 Norman ®, Ross, Jr., Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)
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xxxxxxxx Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
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reply. S g
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Divect vaply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is ?neoun.tered,
Furnish inf fion copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
= Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.
—— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

EXXXX Letter:

To: President Ford
From: Billy B. Burke, Chairman of the Committee on Finance
Date: January 24, 1975
Subject: Beef Cattle Industry.

Telegram; Other:

By direction of the President:

Norman E, Ross, Jr.
Assistant [Irector
Domestic Council

NWROSS /ee
(White House Suspense Copy)




Suggested response to Billie B. Burke

We share your concern about lossss to cattlemen, widened farmevetail warket=-
ing spreads, and uncertainties im the price outlook for coming months., You
may be interested in the additional amm of !nnuu !.n the outlook in
the enclosed copy of the recent Lives: and Meat Situst

Also, the Department of Agriculture recently released a special study of
factors and developments in red meat marketin; spresds; a copy is enclesed
for yeur information,

The Department of Agriculture has taken several positive steps to help; has
increased its beef purchases for the School Luneh Program, has encouraged the
Department of Defense tc focresse its beef purchases for military feeding and
commissaries, and is continuously reviewiny factors in the meat import situae
tion, Secretary Buts called on processors and retsilers to reduce their
margins, to promote beef more vigorously, and to bring retail prices more
closely in line with livestoek prices, A new law provides sdditional finsue~
ing for livestock producers, Possible expanded exports of U.8. beef sre alse
beinz explored.




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

SR
cb_h& Vs
Z 25

Date: Feb, 25, 1975

—XX_ Draft reply for:
— President’s signature.
_XX._  Undersigned’s signature.
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For comment.
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please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
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draft reply,. memorandum, or comment is re-
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REMARKS:

Description:

_ XX Letter:
To:President Ford
FromXenneth A, Senn, Attormey-at-Law
Date: Feb, 13, 1975
Subject: Ski rates, Aspen, Colorado

Telegram: Other:

R/p 456-6554

By direction of the President:

Norman £, Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director, Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)
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Furnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.
— For your information.
— For comment.
REMARKS:
PLEASE NOTE: A ltr, fr Kenneth A, Senn, Attormey at Law also wrote
the President about the same as Richard Owen - that letter is being forwarded
to your oifice from Imterior - (2-28-75)
Description:
& Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: The President
From: Richard W, Owen, Attormey at Law, Dallas, Texas 75201
Date: Feob, 24, 1975
Subject: Comeerns Aspen Skiimg fees in Federally Forest lands

R/p 456-6554

By direction of the President:

l‘o’rmaa E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

{White House Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Dates February 25, 1975
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

XxxXxx Draft reply for:

- President’s signature.
XXX = Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. Yo
Prompt actiom is essential.
Dirwct reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Furnish inf fon copy please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

—___ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspond should be returned wh
Furnish copy of reply. if any. - s g

draft reply, memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.
—— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

XEXXXX] ctter:
To: President Ford
From: F. R. Barnett, President of Barnett Feed Yards, Inc.
Date: Februwary 7, 1975
Subject: Asking for a $500, 800, 00 regarding the growing of alfalfa

Telegram; Other:

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.

Assistant Director

Domestic Council
NEROSS /ee

R e

(White House Suspense Copy)




Subject: Suggested reply to letter of Fabruary 7, 1973, from
Mr. V. R. Barnett, President, Barnett Feed Yaxds, Inc.,
Hagerman, New Maxico,

Mr. V. R. Barnett, President
Barnett Peed Yards, Inc.
Post Office Box 384
Hagerman, New Mexice 88232

Dear Mr. Barmett:

Thank you feor your recent letter regavding the need for finanmcial
assistance with your feed yavrd and dehydrator business.

1 have asked the Farmers Home Administration State Director for
New Mexico, Mr. Carrvoll D. Hunton, whose address is Federal
Building, Room 3414, 517 Gold Avenue, Southwest, Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87101, telephone 505-766-2462, to have a member of
his staff to contact you to see if there is any manner in which
the PmHA may be of assistance. I assure you that if it is
possible within his regulations, he shall be glad to help.

Sincervsly,




.
l

A@LJ/O

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records Date: Feb, 25, 1975
Room 125-W

Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

xxxx— Drait reply for:
President’s signature.
—— s Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. L4 .
Prompt actiom is essemtial.
Divuct reply. If more lthal:l 72 hours’ del.ay i; ?noo:;l.ter:id,
Parsish fulormmaton b please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. if any.

draft reply, memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.
___ For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

xxxx  Letter:
To: President Ford

From: Johm M., Robjjins, PresidentTB and RD jAsen., Kingston, N.Y.
Date: Feb, 11, 1975

r Subject: Agkimg the President to impound funds to be used to pay tobacco price

Telegram: Other:

subsidies
pr 456-6554 By direction of the President:
Qua/ 4-10 Normaa . Ross, Jr., Assistant Dh-ectd)

Domectic Council

{White Hous2 Suspense Copy)

a———



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

April 3. 1975

Mr. Norman £. Ross, Jr.

Assistant Directoy

Domestic Council

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mxr. Ross:

Enclosed is a draft reply to Mr. John A. Robbins of
Kingston, New York regarding tobacco prics subsidies
and suggested impoundment of funds appropriated for
that purpose.

Sincexaly,

CLAYTON YEUTTER
Assistant Secretary

Enclosure



Draft reply to Mr. John M. Robbins, President, Catskill Region TB and RD
Association

This replies to your letter of February 1l to the President concerning

tobacco price subsidies and suggesting impoundment of funds appropriated
for that purpose.

Under the Agricultural Act of 1949, the Secretary of Agriculture is
obligated to make price support availabls for tobaceco. Under the price
support program, loans are required to be made on tobaceo which preducers
are unable to sell for prices equal to or more than the levels of support.

While under our system, farmers are gensrally free to grow those crops
vhich they believe will brimg the best returns from the markstplace,
their freedom to grow tobaceo is restricted and their selection of the
crops to be grown on most of the cropland of their farms must be other
than tobacco.

Your suggestion pertaining to rescission of bhudget suthority relating to
the loan program for tobacco is appreciated and will be considered.




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL
To: Secretary - Records Date: ¥Feb, 25, 1975

Room 128.W
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

——su— Drait reply for:
—_ President’s signature.
— 3 Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— —— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. fooo & :
Prompt actiom is essentials
Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is ?neoun.tered,
Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.
— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

X lLetter:
To:Presideat Ford
From:Richard A, Shaw, Aptos, Calif.
Date:Feb, 11
Subject: Problems being encountered to comstruct a modern {rozen food processing
plant in Watsonville, Calif.
Wants our help.

Telegram: Other:

R/ P 456-6554 By direction of the President:
Norm Ross, Assistant Director

Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

Honorable Normen Ross MAR 19 1975
Assistant Director

Bomestic Council

The White House

Washingten, D, C,
Dear Mx, Ross:

We are enclosing a proposed draft of a letter to Mr, Richard A,
Shaw, Richard A. Shaw, Ine,, Frozen Foods, Aptos, Califormia,
in answer to his letter on problems being encountered to
construct a modern frozen food processing plant im Watsonville,
California.

Sincerely,

WILLTAM ERWIN
Assistant Secretary

Enclosure



Subject: Suggested reply to letter of Pebruary 11, 1973, from
Mr. Richard A. M. Richaxd A. S‘m’ Inc., Frozen ’wd'.
Aptos, California.

Mr. Richavd A, Shaw
Richard A. Shaw, Inc.
Frozen Fooda

521 Baltusrzol Drive
Aptos, California 93003

Deaar My, Shaw

This is in rveply to your letter dated Pebruary 11, 1973, concerning
problems you are sncountering in obtaining a §7 million loan to
construct a modern frozen food precessing plant in Watsoaville,
California.

We regret that yeu are unable to negotiate a loan with a private
lender to whom the Farmers Home Administration would guarantes 90
percent of any loss, When the PmHA authoriszed the FmiA State Director
for California, Mr. Douglas W. Young, 4539 Cleveland Street, Woodland,
California 935695, telephone 916-666-2630, to approve this loan
guarantee, it was understood that the lender with whom you were
negotiating was willing to make the loan, However, it was learned
that the lender has encountered difficulty in finding a secondsry
market for this loan and, therefore, preferrved mot to provide the loan
requestad, PmHA is aware under present rules and regulations that
FuHA peper is difficult to sell in the secondary market and it is in
the process of revising the agency's regulations which it feels will
help to allsviate these difficulties and make secondary merketing of
such loan paper more attractive for the lenders.

In view of these circumstances, and of the extensive efforts and
eoxpenditures that you have already invested in this venture, and to
allow you to be ready for the next packimg season, FmHA has authorized
State Director Young to approve an insured loan to enable you to
obtain the needed funds with which to develop the planned frozen food

- precessing plant. You should contact Mr. Young for further loan

processing actions.



Tpe
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records Date: Feb, 25, 1975
Room 128.W
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

XX Drait reply for:

: President’s signature.
xx _  Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to

re L]
v Prompt actiom is essemtial.
Divect vegly. If more than 72 hours’ del.ny is ::ncoun.tered,
Fumnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

XXX Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basi nd should be return h
Furnish copy of reply. if any. sic correspondence sho returned when

draft reply, memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.
__ For your information.

— For comment.

REMARKS:
These g telegrams were ''lost" in the mail system - Respond direct, ¥ if
appropriate, with a cc to Norm Ross

Description:

Letter: 2  Telegram: Other:
To: President Ford
From: Wm. Towell, American Forestry Assn and Daniel Pool, Wildlife Mgmtan Institute
Date: Dec, 6, 1974
Subject: Objecting to the proposed grazing fees

By direction of the President:

R/p 456-6554 Norm Ross, Jr. Assistant Director
Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.20250

March 7, 1975

Mr., William E. Towell

The ‘merican Forestry ‘seocliation
1319 18th Street, N, W,
Washington, D. C., 20036

Dear Mr, Towell:

President Ford has requested that we respond to your telegram of
December 26, 1974, regarding publie land grazing fees, Please
sccept our apologies for the delay in responding. Your telegram
was misplaced.

As you probably now know, the proposal for revising the procedure
for making smnual adjustments in fair market value has been
rejected. The grazing fee system, initiated im 1969, remains um~
changed. The 1973 grazing fees are held at the same level as they
were in 1974. This decision reflects the difficult economic comndi-
tions facing the livestock imdustry. The basic policy on grazing
fess is not changed by the moratorium on scheduled increases for
1975. The policy of increasing fees to full fair market value by
1980 remains unchanged.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Long
Rssistant Secretary for Conservation,
Research and Education

\/cc: Norm Ross, Jr. Assistant Director
Domestic Council
The White House Office




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

March 7, 1975

My, Daniel A, Poole

President, Wildlife Management Institute
Vire Building

Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr, Poole:

Preaident Ford has requested that we respond Lo your telegram of
December 6, 1974, regarding public land grazing fees. Please
accept our apologies for the delay im responding. Your telegram
was misplaged,

As you probably now know, the proposal for revising the procedure
for making ammnual adjustments in fair market value has been
rejected, The grasing fee system, initiated in 1969, remsins un-
changed, The 1973 grasing fees are held at the same level as they
were in 1974, This decision reflects the difficult economic comdi-
tions facing the livestock industry, The basic policy om grazing
fees ies not changed by the moratorium on scheduled increases for
1975. The policy of inmereasing fees to full fair market value by

Sincerely,
Robert W. Long

Assistant Secretary for Conservation,
Research and Education

ce: /Norm Ross, Jr. Assistant Director
Domestic Council
The White House Office



REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records Date: Feb. 25, 1975
Room 125-W : : ‘ :
Department of Agriculture Control NO.-B 573
. AL e
B o
ACTION REQUESTED Referred to: /=& z @
Da - ; G AT .\

Bkt Dmit reply for: e—
President’s signature. B FEB281975
Undersigned’s signature. . g .

-

NOTE

M;morundum for use as enclosure to
reply.

Prompt action is essential

If more than 72 hours® delay is edcountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

XXX Suitable acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling. ' i
X - Basic correspondence should be returned when

Furnis h copy of reply, if any. draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.
. For your information.

— For comment.

HEMARKS: : .
These = telegrams were ''lost' in the mail system ~ Respond direct, i if

appropriate, with a cc to Norm Ross

Description:

Letters ___ 2  Telegram; Other:
To: President Ford
From: Wm. Towell, American Forestry Assn and Daniel Pool, Wildlife Mgmtn Institute
Date: Dec., 6, 1974 :
Subject: Objecting to the proposed grazing fees

By direction of the President:

‘ R/p 456-6554 b%orm Ross, gr. Agsistant Director

Domestic Council

(Copy to remain with correspondence)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records
Room 125-W
Department of Agriculture

Date: Feb. 26, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

XX _ Drait reply for:

— ___ President’s signature.
_ XX  Undersigned’s signature.

— Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply.

——_ Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

appropriate handling.
Furnish copy of reply. il any.

—— For your information.

_— For comment.

Suitable acknowledgment or other

NOTE

Prompt actiom is essentials

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:

Please prepare a draft response within THREE days since this is going -
to & Governor (of New Hampshire), Please call if not able to do so -- 456-6554

Description:

XX Letter:
To: The President

From: Governor Meldrim Thomson
Date: Feb. 18, 1975

Telegram; Other:

SubjectzAsks that applying for food stamps become less complicated and time-
consuming., Would appreciate making the Secretary of Agr. aware of this

S Waitw Smme

/ i ". 7“

By direction of the President:

Norm Ross, Assistant Director

{Whita House Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 44
H ITE HOUS C “’?7‘/%{

REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Date: February 26, 1975
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

xxxxx Draft reply for:
e President’s signature.
xxxxxxxx Undersigned’'s signature.

NOTE
—— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. grm o s
Prompt actiom is essential.
Divsct Suply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Famish Information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

—___ For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:
xxxxx Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: President Ford
From: John Swullivan
Date: February 21, 1975
Subject: He wants a new Secretary of Agriculture

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ress, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council
NEROSS /ee

(White House Suspense Copy)

s e e i it




w HITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

<ecretary's Records
Department of Agriculture

Date: February 26, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

sceseacx Dradt reply for:
—~  President’s signature.
xxxxxixx Undersigned’s signature.

reply.

— Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

appropriate hondling.
Furnish copy of reply. if any.

- For your information.

__ For comment.

Memorandum for use as enclosure to

Suitable acknowledgment or other

NOTE

Prompt actiom is essentials

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:

Description:

ERRXR Letter: Telegram.' Other:
To: President Ford

From: Rjchard W. Blake - Ex, Vice President National Sugarbeet Growers Federation |

Date: pebruary 11, 1975

Subject: pegolutions passed by the Natl. Sugarbeet Growers Federation.

iy
0" .48

 NEROSS/ee

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jz.

Assistant Director
Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)

1
1




DRAFT REPLY TO MR, RICHARD W. BLAKE, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
OF SUGARBEET GROWERS FEDERATION, WASHINGTON, D.C.

President Ford has asked us to reply to your recent letter arding
resolutions adopted by the Natfonal Sugarbeet Growers Federation. We
appreciate your support for the Administration's program to increase
the production of foodstuffs.

We too are concerned about making sure that farmers have an adequate
supply of fuel, fertilizer, chemicals, and all the other inputs that
are essential in today's high technology agriculture. At the same
time, we are not at all enthused about allocation programs. In our
free enterprise economy, we believe that one should use governmental
allocations only as a last resort. It is much better to permit market
forcgs to alleviate shortages and respond to surpluses, as the case
may be.

Fortunately, in this case 1t looks as if the market 1s doing a good
Job of stimulating the production of agricultural inputs. A great
deal of additional fertilizer capacity is coming 1nto existence
throughout the world. More fertilizer will be available for U.S.
farmers this year than was available a year ago--though perhaps not
quite as much as farmers would 1ike to have. Prices should be
relatively stable in 1975, and significantly lower in 1976.

Despite the energy crisifs, fuels and chemicals should be in adequate
supply. All in all, 41t looks as 1f the market will supply the
materials that farmers need for all out production in 1975,



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
To: Secrétary's Records Date:  February 27, 1975
Department of Agriculture
ACTION REQUESTED
xxxx- Draft reply for:
- President’s signature.
xxxxxxxxal/ndersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. i e g
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Divect seply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is .encoun.tered,
Parnlsh Information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
— Suitable acknowl;rii:l;lment or other )
priate handling.
P 3 g Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply, if any. draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
—— For your information.
—_ For comment.
REMARKS:
Description:

From: Fred Fisher,

xxxxxx Letter: Telegram: Other:

To: President Ford

D_ﬂie= No date - resolution Feb. §, 1975
Subject: Resolution of the Red River County Training and Education Committee

Prasident of the Red River County Concerted Services in Training

and Education Committee

313

LY
A )

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director

Domestic Council

NEROSS/ee

(White House Suspense Copy)

. PRV




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Date: February 27, 1975
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

xxxxx Draft reply for:
- President’s signature.
OIS Undmiqnod'l dqnulure.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. L "
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Divect feply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is .enooun.tered,
Furnish in romp— please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

—— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

o should be returned wh
Furnish copy of reply. if any. ic correspondence sho -

draft reply. memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.
— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

sexsex Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: President Ford
From: Angust Burgi
Date: pebruary 13, 1975
Subject:  goncermed sbout subsisied cheese imports.

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Reoss, Jr.
! e T Assistant Director
Qiw— 3 “7 Domestic Council
NEROSS/ee

(White House Suspense Copy)




My, August Burgi

Manager
Wisconsin Swiss & Liwburger

Cheese Producers Association
Monroe, Wisconsin 53566

President Ford appreeiates your thoughtful letter of February 13
regarding cheese imports and the so-called "cheese war." No doubt
you are refarring to the resumption of chesse export subsidies by
the Eurcpean Beonomic Commumity. We umderstand your coneern.

As you prodably know, the Treasury Department has already issued

a preliminary notice of countervailing duty determination in
aceordance with Seetion 303 of the Tariff Aet of 1930, as reeantly
amended by the Trade Act of 1974. As indicated by the relative
brevity of the period for public comment on the notiee, the
Treasury intends to move promptly to reach its final decision,

The President stands by his pledge, snnounced last October 31, that

no action will be taken to chamge the present system of dairy import

quotas without a thorough investigation and full epportunity for
dairy produgers to be heard,




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Date: February 27, 1975
Pepartment of Agricultere

ACTION REQUESTED

XXXXX Draft reply for:
o President’s signature.
XAXXXXXX Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. s .
Prompt action is essentials
Divwct duply. If more than 72 hours’ del-ay is ::ncoun.tered,
Furnish inf don copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.
— Suitable acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling.
- : Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
— . For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

XXXXX Letter: Telegram; Other:
To: President Ford
From: Don Walters
Date: February 21, 1975
Subject;: Countervailing duties

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director

Domestic Council ,

NEROSS /ee

Olsune 8-27- Vs (White House Suspense Copy)

—



—

To: Secretary - Records
Room 125 - W

Department of Agriculture

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

Date: Feb. 28, 1975

XX _____ Drdft reply for:

e President’s signature.
MR Undersigned’s signature.

Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply.

— . Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

——— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
Furnish copy of reply. if any.

—— For your information.

For comment.

ACTION REQUESTED

NOTE

Prampt actiom is essemtials

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:

Description:

i = Letter:
fohe President

i From: Henry J. Vande Voorde, Southwest
Date: prn 19. 1975
Subject: Concern~d about the forest harvest

Telegram: Other:

R/pt 456-6554

] Q"_3~@7’,76

Forest Industries, Cortesz, Colo.

- asking for our assistance.

By direction of the President:
Norm Ross, Assistant Director
Daomestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)

P




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Rocords Date: Feb, 28, 1975
Room 125-W
Departm-at of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

X% Draft reply for:

. President’s signature.
2x __ Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— . Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. g :
Prompt actiom is essemtiql.
Bivact regly. If more tham 72 hours’ del.ay is ?neoun.tereld,
Fernish Snlomation copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

—_ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. if any.

draft reply. memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.
— For your information.

— For comment.

REMARKS:

Pleas~ note: My, Stecle wrote the President Feb, 7, which has been forwarded
to Agriculture on Feb, 12 for draft response -~ perhaps somehow on= reply
will suffice for Steele,

Desciipilon:
sxx  Letter: Telegram: Other:
ToPresident Ford
FromHarold B, Steele, President of Ill. Farm Bureau, Bloomingtoa, Iil
Date: Febh, 24, 1975
SubjeciGrain export monitorfing system to end,

By direction of the President:

R/p 456-6554 Norm Ross, Assistant Director
Domestic Council STO" 28

a o = L‘__ /‘

{White House Suspense Copy)

i




THE WHITE HOUSE .
REFERRAL
To: Secretary - Records Date: Feh, 28, 1975

Agricultare Department
(Room 125-W)

ACTION REQUESTED

%X — Drait reply for:

e President’s signature.
XX _ Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE

— . Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply. - .
Prompt actiom is essemtialk

Direct reply If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.
— For your information.

_ For comment.

REMARKS:
Description: :
Lotter: Telegram; Other:
To: President
From: & SRS S Roderick F. Elliott, Hudson, Colo

Date: Fek !" 1975
Subject: Relating the concerns, as well as his own, of the American farmer, and
the serious trouble they are in -« can we please help them

By direction of the President:

R/p Norman E, Ross, Jr.,
Assistant Director
Domezstic Council

{White Housaz Suspense Copy)




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

MAR 3 1 975
Mr. Norman E,. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council
The White House
wl.hiaton, D,C.

Dear Mr. Ross:

Ve are enclosing a draft reply of a letter to Mr. Roderick F, Elliott,
Box 347, Hudson, Colersdo, in answer to his letter of Februarxy 18,
1975, concerning his need for financial assistance and his efforts to
obtain assistance through Federal agencies.

Sincerely,
James E. Bostic, Ir
Leputy Assistant Secretary

Enclosure



Subject: Suggested veply to letter of February 18, 1975, from
Mr, Roderick F. Elliott, Box 347, Hudson, Colovado 80642,

Mr. Rodewick F, Elllott
Box 347
Hudson, Colorado 80642

Dear Mr. Elliott:

This is in reply to your letter of February 18, 1973, comcerming your
need for financial assistance and your efforts to get help through
Federal agencies.

We have asked Department of Agriculture officials to review your
sityation. They adviase that there has been considerable correspond-
ence with members of the Colorsdo Congressiomal Delsgation concerning
the financing of your farming operatiom through the Farmers Home
Admivistyation {PmHA), an Agency of that Department.

The FmHA has fully comsidered the possibility of financing Karla-
Kalanie Farms, Imcorporvated, of Kesnesburg, Colorado, The FmHA {is
not authorised to make faym loans to a ¢cosporation, or to persons
iovolved in the operatiom of an incorporated farm enterprise, in
addition to one financed by the FmHA, Provisions of the Consolidated
Faim and Rural Development Act provida that the FmHA can make farm
ownership and farm opersting loans to individuals conducting mot
larger than family farm operatioms, The spplicant and his immediate
family must pyovide the management eand a major portion of the requived
labox. We understand that the dairy operation imvolved exceeds the
labor requirement mentioned above and could not qualify for FmHA
assistance for this additional reason.

\

We are very much sware and concernad about the need for additional
sources of financial sssistance under present ecomomic conditions.
The Department of Agriculture curreatly has under consideration a
number of proposals to expand credit programs to farmers and to
impyove the sconomic environment for farm cperators.




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records Date: F-b, 28, 1975
Room 125 « W

Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

XEXXX Drait reply for:

~ President’s signature.
—__ER  Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. - .
Prompt actiom is essentials
Dikect reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.
—— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

X _ Lotter:
To:The President
From:Clyde R, Payne, Secretary-Treasurer, National Assn. of County, ASCS
Date: Feb, 20, 1975 Jasper, Fl
Subject: Understand that President is planning to initiate action to refund or rebate

farmers part of the cost of fuel used to produce food and fiber, Will need
__additional perscanel

Telegram; Other:

By direction of the President:

R/p 456-653%4 Norm Ross, Assistant Director
Domestic Council

{White House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

(Mo "'Q—M'a
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REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records
Department of Agriculture

Date: March 5, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

—X_ Drait reply for:

— President's signature.
X Undersigned’s signature.

reply.

—__ Direct reply.
Furnish information copy.

appropriate handling.
Furnish copy of reply. if any.

—— For your information.

__ For comment.

Memorandum for use as enclosure to

Suitable acknowledgment or other

NOTE

Prompt actiom is essemtials

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:

There have been other communications on this subject
forwarded to your office for response.

Description:

% Letter:
To: The President

Telegram: Other:

From: Donald Ostensce, Oregon Cattlemens Assa.,

Date: March 5, 1975

Subject: Objecting to any more meat imports; - saying that the voluntary meat

restraints ARE not working

R/p 456-6554

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr., Assistant Director
Domaestic Council

{Whitec House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records Date: March 5, 1975
Room 125 - W,

Dept., of Agricult ure

ACTION REQUESTED

Y Dratt reply for:
President’s signature. b,(i'}
b

:_%.F-UW/CLC & m NOTE

S MMdm for use as enclosure to

reply.
o Prompt actiom is essemtial.

Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is ?neoun.tered,
Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
L Ross, Em 218, CEOB Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply,. memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.

_ For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:
Please nots our interim reply to the Governors. Suggest respoase
ASAP,
Description:
2 lLetter® Telegram; Other:

To: The President
From: Governors of Wycming & Colorado
Date: Jan 30 and Feb, 24
Subject: Reimpose beef import quotas because cattle industry is in a precarious
financial plight. Gov. Herachler is alsoc seeking aid of the Administration

to have the Attorney General investigate pricing practices of packers m.m-. ‘

R/p 456-6554 By direction of the President:

Bor: .
Norm Ross, Assistant Director
l Domestic Conncil il
ety 4 T

Broe Y4 - ek A i

{White House Suspense Copy)
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

Honoraoble Ed Herschler

Governor of Wyoming April 24, 1975
State Capitol

Cheyenne, Wyeming 82001

Dear Governor Herschler:

Mr. James H. Falk, Assoclate Director of the Domestlic Council, has
forwarded to us your letter of January 30 discussing the economic
situation of the cattle industry. We too have been very much con-
cerned with the health of that industry, and are pleased that the -
situation has improved in recent weeks, Fal cattla nunhers are now
much below a year ago, and consumer demand has begun to improvae.

As a consegquence, fat cattle prices have strengthened a great deal,
and most cattle feeders are now operating in the black, .If we have
normal weather in 1975 and a good feed grain crop this £all, those
feeders should have another good year ahead of them in 1975.

The segment of tha cattle industry in the greatest difficulty at the
moment, as you well know, is the producer side. With consumer demand
having been very low for the past several months due to the recession,

" and with feed costs still relatively high because of last year's

drought, the only adjustment possible for cattle feeders was in the
purchase price of animals going into their lots. This put tramendous -
dowvnward pressure on the cow-calf sector, and led to some of the
lowest feeder-cattle prices we have had in a long time. 1In addition, .
feeder-cattla numbers have been very high due to the build-up in cow
herds over the past several years. Ranchers have found themselves
nearing the peak of the cattle cycle at the very time tha: demand

is weaker than it hags been for a good many years.,

It will take some time for the cattle industry to extricate itself
from its present problems. But, fortunately, there ars some bright

spots in the picture. The improvement in fat cattle prices over
_the past gseveral weeks has led to a corresponding improvement in

feeder prices., Hopefully, consumer demand for beef will improve in
the coming months as we pull out of the recession. If s0, the demand
for feeder cattle should likewise improve, though nimbers are much
too large for any substantial price increases to take place. The -
economy should be performing much better in 1976, and will probably
have even greater growth in 1977. All of this will help the cattle
industry as it goes through its cyclical adjustment in numbers.
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Honorable Ed Herschler : 2

Because a number of other countries in the worxld have closed their
maxkets to beef imports, President Ford announced several months ago
that he would not permit the United States to be a dumping ground for
excess beef supplies arcund the world., At that time, the President.
indicated that, if necessary, he would either apply import quotas or
negotiata voluntary restraint agreements in 1975. Several weeks ago,

a decision was made to follow the latter route, and voluntary restrainkt
agreements have now been executed with all countries that export beef
to the Unlited Statas., These agreements will keep the volume of beef
exported to the United States at a level below the trigger point of
the import quota law, This should provida a satisfactory level of
protection to U.S. cattle producers while at the same time preserving . .

' an appropriate posture for the United States in the forthcoming

multilateral trade negotiations,

" Margins hnva widened for beef and a lot of other foods during the past
‘ year or two. Whether this is due to anticompetitive practices, or

simply to inflationary cost increases in the marketing sector, is the : B :
subject of considerable debate everywhere. The question has been ;

- brought to the attention of the Juatice Department by us, by cattle :

groups, by consumer advocate groups, and by many others. It is my
undarstanding that both the Justice Department and the Federal Trade
Commlssion have the matter under active consideration.

&

Sincerely,

‘CLAYTON YEUTTER : P )
- Assistant Secretary e : N

" o6t " Norman-Es Rossy Jr. . _ 7T TR P S

/ } . - - iada -

1/ : B s

Assistant Director ‘ W - e, ke 8
Domestic Council : .
_Room 218 01d Executive Office Building - - e
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

April 24, 1875

Honorabla Richaxd D, l=smm
Governor of Colorado
State Capitol

Denver, Colorade 80203

Dear Goveranor Lamm:

Mr., Norman Ross, Assistant Director of the Domestic Council, has
referred to us your letter of February 24 discussing the economic
plight of the U.8. cattle industry. W%e share your concern, and
have taken a number of actions over the last several months to help
out as mueh as we can.

Beef imports are discussed at some langth ia your letter, You
indicate that the United States is the only market open to many
nations, particularly the Common Market and Japan. You also iadicate
that the Australian and New Zealand Govermments have already taken
protective action to aid their cattlemen. Actually it i3 the Commen
Market and Japan which have closed their markets to beef imports,
thus making it very difficult for exporting nations like Australia
and New Zealand to ship their product anywhere. As a consequence
livestock producers in those two countries have been suffering
enormous loases, This, of course, has also put additional pressure
on the United States. TFor that reason, we have been in the process
of negotiating voluntary restraints with the exporting countries.
These raestraint agreements have now been concluded, and they will
result ia beef imports to the United States being below the trigger
level mentioned in your letter. This will gsatisfactorily protect
the interests of U.S, cattle producers while at the ssme time avoid
the nacessity of having to apply import quotas.

Beef has been a high prierity purchase item for us in tha 1974-75
School Lunch Program. I am sure that we will coatinmue to provide
beef items for lunches in the 1375-76 school year. As to food

stanps, the economic benefits thereof are accelerating rapidly. 1In
fact, food stamps and school lunches now constitute about two-thirds
of the entire budget of the Department of Agriculture, The food stamp
program has a built-ia escalator, which provides for adjustments in
benefits every 6 months, The next adjustment will take place on

July 1, and will provide additional purchasing power for all food
stanp recipients natiom-wide,



Honorable Richard D, Lamm : 2

Fortunately, cattle feedexs are now beginning to move into a profitable
position once again. With fat cattle supplies down and consumer demand
improving, fat cattle prices have strengthened significantly in the past
few weeks. This has led to some improvement in the feeder cattle market
2s well, but that market will be under pressure for the next couple of
years. We are nearing the peak of the cattle cycle at the same time
that the world is experiencing an economic recession. Consequently,

our cattlemen, as well as those in Australia, New Zealand, and other
major producing countries, will need to do some herd culling. One
encouraging note though is the aaticipated improvement in demand. As
we begin to cope with the recession, here and in other countries, the
demand for beef will improve. This should begin to take place later
this year, and our own economy should be much improved fn 1976 and
particularly in 1977, If so, this will do a great deal to help the
ranchers of Colorado and the rest of our cattle states.

Sincerely,
CLAYTON YEUTTER
Assistant Secretary .

cc: Mr. Norman Ross, Assistant Director
Domestic Council :
Room 218 0ld Executive Office Building
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records Date: March 8, 1975
Room 125 - W

Dept. of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

— Drait reply for:
President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. Prompt actiom is essemtials
X Dlsect reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
& F unush T T— please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

Furnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-

quested.
——__ For your information.
For comment.
REMAREKS:
Poccslpfion:
1 Letter: Telegram; Other:
To: The President
From: Don Woodward; Herman Schmits; Ervain Friehe (signers of Mailgram;) Carroll
Date:3/3: 3/4 Wilsen; & Tom Ostrander

Subject: Urging Goveramant to do away with all grain export sales monitoring
and licensing; aliowing operation of a free market.

By direction of the President:
R/p 3-8-75 Norman E, Ross, Jr.
Assistant Dupctor. Dome stic Council

{(White House Suspense Copy)
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.20250

March 24, 1975
Mr. Don Woodward, President
National Association of
Wheat Growers
1030 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Woodward:

Your recent mailgram to President Ford urging removal of export monitoring
has been sent to this office for reply.

The President has directed the termination of the voluntary prior
approval system on export sales of grain and soybeans and Secretary
Butz was pleased to announce its termination in the enclosed press
release dated March 6. We think this program has served its purpose
of warding off strong pressures for mandatory export controls during a
period of tight supplies.

We are taking other positive steps in recognition of the easing supply
situation on agricultural commodities:

1. Increasing foreign food assistance expenditures by almost $600
million which will permit the volume of grain to increase by an
additional two million tons over a year ago.

2. Intensifying our market development activities abroad.

3. Making preparations for liberalizing international trade and
improved market access for U.S. commodities through multilateral
trade negotiations under the Trade Act of 1974.

We believe that farmers can plant their 1975 crops confident of full
Administration support for strong and open export markets.

Sincerely,

CLAYTON YEUTTER
Assistant Secretary

Enclosure



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

Mr. Herman Schmitz, President March 24, 1975
Great Plains Wheat

1030 15th Street, NW

Suite 340

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Schmitsz::

Your recent mailgram to President Ford urging removal of export monitoring
has been sent to this office for reply.

The President has directed the termination of the veluntary prior
approval system on axport sales of grain and soybeans and Secretary
Butz was pleased to announce its termination in the enclosed press
release dated March 6, We think this program has served its purpose
of warding off strong preasures for mandatory export controls during a
period of tight supplies.

We are taking other positive steps in recognition of the easing supply
situation on agricultural commodities:

1. Increasing foreign food assistance expenditures by almost $600
million which will permit the volume of grain to increase by an
sdditional two million tons over a year ago.

2. Intensifying our market development activities abroad.

3. Msking preparations for liberalizing international trade and
improved market access for U,S. commodities through multilateral
trade negotiations under the Trade Act of 1974.

We beliesve that farmers can plant their 1975 crops confident of full
Administration support for strong snd open export markets,

Sincerely,
CLAYTON YEUTTER
Assistant Secreta®y

Enclosure



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

Mr., Ervain PFrieche, Chairman
Hestern Wheat Assoclates
1030 15¢th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

March 24, 1975

Dear Mr. Friehea:

Your recent mailgram to President Ford urging removal of export monitoring
has been sent to this office for reply.

The President has directed the termination of the voluntary prior
approval system on axport sales of grain and soybeana and Sscretary
Butz was pleased to announce its termination in the enclosed press
relesse dated March 6, Wea think this program has served its purpose
of warding off stromg pressuraes for mandatory export controls during a
period of tight supplies.

We are taking other poesitive steps in recognition of the easing supply
situation on agricultural commodities:

1. Increasing forsign food assistance expenditures by almost $600
nillion which will permit the volume of grain to increase by an
additional two million tons over a year ago.

2., Intensifying our markat development activities abroad.

3. Making preparations for liberalizing international trade and
improved market access for U.S. commodities through multilateral
trade negotiations under the Trade Act of 1974.

We believe that farmers can plant their 1975 crops confident of full
Administration support for strong and open export markets.

Sincerely,

CLAYTON YEUITER
Aseistant Secretary

Enclosure



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

" March 24, 1975
Mr. Thomas E. Ostrander, Prasident
Kansas Association of Vheat Growers
517 Wiley Building
Hutchingon, Kansas 67501

Dear Mr. Ostrander:

Your racent mailgram to President Ford urging removal of export monitoring
has been sent to this office for reply.

The President has directed the termination of the voluntary prior
approval system on export sales of grain and soybeans and Secretary
Butz was pleased to announce its termination in the enclosed press
release dated March 6. We think this program has served its purpose
of warding off strong pressures for mandatory export controls during a
period of tight supplies.

We are taking other positive staps in recognition of the easing supply
situation on agricultural commodities:

1. Increasing foreign food assistanca expenditures by almost $600
million which will permit the volume of grain to increase by an
additional two million tons over a year ago.

2, Intensifying our market development activities abroad.

3. Msking preparations for liberalizing international trade and
improved markat access for U.S. commodities through multilateral
trade negotistions under the Trade Act of 1974,

We believe that farmers can plant their 1973 erops confident of full
Aduinistration support for strong and open export markets,

Sincerely,

Enclosure



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

Mr. Carrell G. Wilson, President ¢ March 24,1970
Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation

3110 Wooddale Dr., P.0O. Box 3370

St. Paul, Minnesota 55165

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Your recent letter to President Ford urging removal of export monitoring
has been sent to this office for reply.

The President has directed the termination of the volumtary prior
approval system on export sales of grain and soybeans and Secretary
Butz was pleased to announce its termination in the enclosed press
release dated March 6. We think this program has served its purpose
of warding off strong pressures for mandatory export controls during a
period of tight supplies.

We are taking other positive ateps in recognition of the easing supply
situation on agricultural commodities:

1. 1Increasing foreign food assistance expenditures by almost $600
million which will permit tha volume of grain to increase by an
additional two million tons over a year ago.

2, Intensifying our market development activities abroad.

3. Making prepsrations for liberalizing international trade and
improved market access for U.S. commodities through multilateral
trade naegotiations under the Trade Act of 1974,

We believe that farmers can plant their 1975 crops confident of full
Administration support for strong and open axport markets.

Sincerely,

CLAYTON YBUTTER
Assistant Secretary

Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary - Records Date: March 8, 1975
Room 125-W
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

—_ Drait reply for:
President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to

o Prompt actiom is essemtial.
XX Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is ?neoun.tered,
o Furnish inf p— please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

- Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if emy. Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
—— For your information.

—_ For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

_XR_Letler:
ToThe President
From: J. Merrill Anderson, President, Iowa Farm Bur. Federatioa
Date: Feb. 26, 1975
Subject: End CGoverament moaitoring for grain and soybeans exports -
allowing opsration of a free market or have government develop markets
so that farmers can continue produciag efficiently

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:
R/p 456-6554

arrd H- 1T

Norman E, Ross, Assistant Director
Domsstic Council

{Whitc House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
To: Secretary Records Date:
Dept. of Agriculture March 10, 1975
ACTION REQUESTED
—— XDrait reply for:
- President’s signature.
XX  Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. o .
Prompt actiom is essemtial.
Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is ‘enooun.lered,
Fursish infocinction copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
Suitable aclknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
b % Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
__ For your information.
For comment.
REMARKS:
Dsucriatton:
—_ 1 Letier: Telegram: Other:
‘l‘o:m

From:Feb, 27, 1975
Date:C, L. Dentom, Jr., President, Nat'l, Cotton Council of America; Tennessee

Subject: Submitting resolutionsre re cotton problems

R/p

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr,
Agsistant Director
Domestic Council

{Whits House Suspense Copy)




A Nonrered)
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE A L\ /O
REFERRAL
To: Secretary Records Date: Mazrch 10, 1975

Department of Agriculture

[ it ol oo

ACTION REQUESTED

XX  Draft reply for:

— President’s signature.
XX  Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. Y . '
Prompt actiom is essential:
Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

— Suitable acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling.
p Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. it any. draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-
* quested.
For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Descripfion:

1 Letter:
To: President Ford
From: John J. Fahey
Date: March 6, 1975
Subject: President’'s message failed to provide funding for the Spacial Food
Services Program for Childrens-particularly Day Care Centers

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:
R/p 456-6554 Norma=n E. Ross, Jr,
Assisant Director, Domestic Counnil

{Whits House Suspense Copy)




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

March 25 1975

Mr, Hormam E. Rﬂ'.. JE.
Assistant Director
Domestic Couneil

The White House
Washington, D,C, 20500

Dear Normt

Enclosed is a draft reply in response to the Mareh 6, 1975
latter from Mr, John J. Fahey, Commissioner of the Albeny
County Department of Social Services. Mr, Fahey wrote
concarning the expiration of the Special Food Service Pro~
gran for Children on June 30, 1975,

The enclosed draft reply addresses the Department's block
grant proposal, which we understand is currently being re-
viewed by the Domestic Council., This proposal, which has
not yet been introduced, is experisncing considerable
opposition in Congress. In addition, Congress is presemtly

considering several bills which affect the Special Food Service

Program for Children.

Sincerely,

RICHARD L. FELTNER
Asaslstant Secretary

Enclosure



DRAFT REFLY OF LETTER TO MR, JOHN J. FAHEY

President Ford has ssked us to thank you for your recent letter
concerning funding for the Special Food Service Program for Children.

As you may kmow, on Felrusry 3, the President released his budget
message for fisoal yesr 1976. The budget request did not contain

& provision for the funding of this progrem inesmich as the legislaticn
authorising the progrem expires June 30, 1975,

The Depariment does not recommend extension, bBut rather is proposing
m1m-nmnmmmemtcwm1mm The
proposal would oonsolidste all Child Nutrition Programs within a block
grent to the State sgencies. Eech State's dlock grant would be based
on that State's propartion of the Netion's children from mneedy families,

Under the new spprosch, the States would be responsible for designing
a feeding program tailored to provide apecifieally for the nutritional
requirements of needy children in the State, with considerable latitude
in exercising that responsibility to adapt programs to local situations.
States would develop plans to provide free food 4 needy childrem with
the most appropriste type of mesl, or combination of meals, snacks,

or milk,

Therefors, under this legislation, States would bave the authority to
administer those progrems which are most beneficial to them and consistent
with their priorities.



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
To: Secretary - Records Date: March 10, 1975
Room 125.W
Department of Agriculture
ACTION REQUESTED
XX _ Drait reply for:
e President’s signature.
XX_ __ Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. g o :
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ del-ay is ?nooun.tered,
S S T — please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply, if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.

—— For your information.

. For comment.

REMARKS:
Please note previous reply to John Wayme's letter

Description:

1 Letter:
To:Norman E, Ross
From:John Wayne
Date:F'ob, 28, 1975
Subjeci: Wants history of frozen items of the school lunch program; who are people
sending cattlemen & feeders to the "wall',

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Assistant Director
Domestic Council
R/p 456-6554

{White Hous2 Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE . y
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REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records Date: March 10, 1975
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

s Draft reply for:

— _ President’s signature.
e Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to

n L]
- Prompt actiom is essential.
Dicact sopily. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is encoun.lercd,
Furnish inf — please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum., or comment is re-

quested.

Furnish copy of reply, if any.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

_ 1 Letier:
To: The President
From: William Fishbeck, Chsirman, Waslehew County Soil Con. Dist., Michigan
Date: March 4, 1975 '
Subject: k Forwarding a copy of their anmual conservation report of 1974

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:
R/p Normana E, Ross, Assistant Director
Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE /
Vs
REFERRAL
To: Secretary - Records Date: March 10, 1975
Room 125-W
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

% ___ Draft reply for:

o President’s signature.
_ X Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. = :
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Diswet viily. If more tham 72 hours’ del.ay is encoun.tered,
Porish $sformation copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.
—— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

- 1 Letter:
To: President Ford |
From: HwlxSyxh4x]. C, Rice, President, S5t. Francis County Farm Bur. , Arkansas
Date: Feb, 5,1975
Subject: Givimg recommendations on farm policys: open export policy; Target prices;
Cotton; Soybsans;

Telegram: Other:

By direction of ihe President:
R/p 456-6554 Norman E, Ross, Jr.
Assistant Direttor, Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




To:

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

Secretary - Records Date: March 11, 1975
Dept. of Agriculture

— X Drait reply for:

;_x_ Undersigned’s signature.

ACTION REQUESTED

President’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. b .
Prompt actiom is essential.
Dlract reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Parnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Puraleh, copy of reply. I uny. Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.
For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Attached are several telegrams

Description:
Letter: X J Telegram? Other:and mailgram
To: The President
From: State Senator fr Montana Dist. 29; Duxbury of S, D. ; officials {r West Feeders,
Date: March 7 & 9 respectively :
Subject: Stop State departmenat's beef import quota

By direction of the President:

R/p Norman E, Roni, Jr. Assistant Director
' Domaestic Council

{White House Suspense Copy)

o




April 10, 1975

Dear Mr. Ostensoe:

Thank you for your recent correspondence concexning

meat imports. I wish to assure you that the views of
livestock producers and other spokesmen for the industry
have and will continue to be considered by this
Administration. We welcoms your comments and suggestions.

Public Law 88-482, enacted in August 1964, provides that
if yearly imports of certain meats, primarily forszen beef,
are estimated to equal or exceed 110 percent of an ad~-
justed based guantity, quotas are to be imposed on the

of these meats., The adjusted based quantity for
1975 is 1,074.3 million pounds, The amount of estimated
imports which would trigger impositions of quotas in 1978
is 1,181.7 million pounds. Rather than invoke quotas in
1975, the President has decided to try to negotiate
voluatary agreements with supplying countries to limit
imports,

On March 31, the Secretary of AGriculture estimated 1975
imports of meat subject to Public Law 88-482 at 1,180

million pounds. This second gquarterly estimate in 30 million
pounds higher than the estimate announced on December 31, 1974,
but below the guantity that would trigger imposition of

Import guotas under the lmw,

Imports of meat subject to Public Law 884482 have increased
in recent months, totaling 233 million pounds for the
fixst 2 months of 1975. This was 32.6 million pounds
phgher than imports during the same pericd last year,
The March 31 estimate takes into account information




‘3-

furnished by the Department of State, which is negotiating
voluntary export restraint agreements with supplying countries.
These agreements are expected to be completed shortly,

We appreciate your interest in meat import policy.
Sincerely,

Norman E. Ross, Jr,
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

Mr. Donald Ostensoe
Executive Vice-President
Oregon Cattlemens Association
Imperial Hotel

Portland, Oregon 97205

NEROSS/ee

cc: White House Piles

e lala wad @ 7 greeds



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary -Records Date: March 11, 1975
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

8§86 Draft reply for:
o President’s signature.
S8S8S  Undersigned's signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. o X i
Prompt actiom is essentiaks
Direct roply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is ?ncoun'tered,
Farnisk lnformallon 0opy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

—— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

£ b s k. & et Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
___ For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:
Pls. prepare draft responss and return file to Norm Ross

Description:

_ _Letter: %8  Telegram: Other:
To: The President

From:
Date:

Subject: Stop increase in meat imports; meat imports detrimental to economy of
country; etc.

2= i i

R/p 456-6554 By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director, Domastic Council

{White House Suspense Copy)




—_— — —_— - —

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records Date: \garch 13, 1975
Dept. of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

—— Drdit reply for:
President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. ¥ )
Prompt actiom is essentials
XX XPirect reply. If more than 72 hours’ del.uy is q.:ncoun.tewd,
XX Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Norman Ross, Rm 218, OEOB N R

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply. memorandum. or comment is re-
quested.
—___ For your information.

For comment

! REMARKS:

Descaipiion:
% Lotier: Telegram: Other:
To:The President
From3 ge Mann, Pine Village, Indiana
Dateparch 8, 1975
Subjectyyants Admin. to remove trade restrictions

By direction of the President:

R/p 436.6554 Norm E, Ross, Assistant Director
QC 44,{_/.&!&; i, dlafz/,?/;“ Demaestic Coincil

W M»"’ Do i »"%ﬂ.

{Whitec House Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
To: Secretary Records Date: March 13, 1975
Department of Agriculture
ACTION REQUESTED
XX ___ Droft reply for:
~__ President’s signature.
XX __ Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. i 8 .
Prompt actiom is essential.
Divech sigily. If more than 72 hours’ del‘ay is ?neoun-tered,
Pariish informafion Supy please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
pr-m e Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. it any. draft reply, memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.
— For your information.
For comment.
REMARKS:
Description:

Letter:
To:President Ford

Telegram: Other: MAILGRAM

From:Clyde Jarvis, Pres,, Montana Farmers Union
Datpfarch 12

Subject: Stop imports of agricultural products; investigate meat stored & used
in school lunch programs that is foreign produced

R/p 456-6554

Bosd = 2¥-74

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director, Domaestic Council

{White House Suspense Copy)
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE okt F
REFERRAL Ovimripfrad
4-11-7s
To: Secretary Records Date: March 14, 1975
Department of the Agriculture
ACTION REQUESTED
X Drait reply for:
— President’s signature.
_ X Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. S g
Prompt actiom is essential.
Divect reply. If more than 72 hours’ del'ay is ?ncoun.lered,
Furnish Information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
Suitable acknowledgment or other
iate handling.
e s 4 Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
_ For your information.
— For comment.
REMARKS:
Please note that on March 11 telegrams were referred on same subject
Description:

Letter: ¢  Telegram: Other:
ToThe President

From:

Date:

Subject: Stop foreign beef importation - this hurts cattlemen. (Re State Dept.'s
beef importation of 100 million gsunds.

By direction of the President:

Norman E. Ross, Jr. Agsistant Director

Domestic Coancil

{White House Suspense Copy)
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WHDO0OS WAA102(1251)(2-02041SE070)PD 03/11/15 1251
ICS IPMBNGZ CSP e
6052253194 TDBN ABERDEEN SD 147 03-11 1251P EST

PMS NORMAN ROSS, ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT

WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON DC 20500

SOUTH DAKOTA LIVESTOCK FEEDERS, MANY OF WHOM ARE FACING BANKRUPTCY

IN THE NEAR FUTURE BECAUSE OF CURRENT LIVESTOCK PRICES, URGENTLY

PETITION THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, AND OUR DEPARTNMENTS OF

STATE AND AGRICULTURE NOT TO CONSIDER, WORK FOR, OR NEGOTIATE ANY
IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN MEAT INTO OUR COUNTRY

SEEMINGLY CREDITABLE RUMORS ALLEGE THAT OUR DEPARTMENT OF STATE IS
DESIROUS OF AND NEGOTIATING FOR IMPORTATION OF A SIZEABLE AMOUNT OF

FOREIGN BEEF FROM CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES. INQUIRIES IN
OUR BEHALF RESULTED IN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THIS FACT BY ASSISTANT

0% PUINTED UY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMIANY, A

CR® ©



|

¥

SECRETARY OF STATE JULIUS KATZ

WE RESPECTFULLY PETITION OUR PRESIDENT AND ADMINISTRATORS OF OUR
STATE AND AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENTS TO COMPLETELY CUT OFF ALL IMPORTS
OF FOREIGN 2EEF AS OF APRIL 1 1975 IN AN EFFORT TO COPE WITH THE
CRISIS FACING THE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY AND, ULTIMATELY THE CONSUMING
PUBLIC RESPECTFULLY

WALLY THIEL PRESIDENT SOUTH DAKOTA LIVESTOCK FEEDERS ASSN
ROUTE 4 ABERDEEN SOUTH DAKOTA
NNNN

NDAR !

WINFED 0Y THE

e 080



WHA214(1908) (2-81T711E868)PD 83/69/75 1968
ICS IPMBNGZ CSP {
6888848229 TDBN EDGERTON Wl %9 93-89 0788P EST
PMS PRESIDENT GERALD R FORD
WHITE HOUSE DC
WITH MANY AMERICAN FARMERS GOING BROKE WE STRONGLY PROTEST THE 1890
MILLION POUNDS OF BEEF NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION TO BE IMPORTED INTO
THIS COUNTRY. WE STRONGLY URGE YOU TO DECIDE AGAINST THIS PROPOSAL.

CARL W THOMPSON, CHAIRMAN WISCONSIN SENATE AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE,

DAVID O*MALLEY CHAIRMAN WISCONSIN ASSEMBLY AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE,
HARLAND E EVERSON WISCONSIN ASSEMBLY AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE
ME MBER
NNNN

TANDARE REGISTER COMPARE, T, §
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WHA281(1832) (2-B16992EE68)PD 0{/09/75 1832

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP {3 ¢ 8 05
60652445144 TOBN FAITH SD 62 03-09 0632P EST
PMS PRESIDENT GERALD R FORD
WHITE HOUSE OC 285880
WE OF MEAT PROMOTERS WHO WITH THE CFA CO-SPONSORED THE BEEF=-IN TO
WASHINGTON TO PLEAD FOR THE SALVATION OF THE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY HAVE
APPARENTLY FAILED TO GET THROUGH TO YOU. IF MEAT IMPORT QUOTAS ARE
ALLOWED TO INCREASE THAT WILL MOST CERTAINLY BE THE STRAW THAT BROKE
THE CAMELS BACK AND MORE DISASTEROUS CONSEQUENCES AKE SURE TO
FOLLOW.

NATIONAL MEAT PROMOTERS, LESTER BLOMBERG SECY

FAITH, SD 57626
NNNN

M 080






April 10, 1975

Dear Mr. Ostensoe:

Thank you for your recent correspondance concerning

neat imports. I wish to assure you that the views of
livestock producers and other spokesmen for the industry
have and will continue to be considered by this
Mmrinistration. We welcome your comments and suggestions.

Public Law 88-482, enacted in August 1964, provides that
if yearly imports of certain meats, primarily forsen beef,
are astimated to egqual or exceed 110 percent of an ad-
justed based gquantity, quotas are to be imposed on the
imports of these meats. The adjusted based gquantity for
1975 4is 1,074.3 million pounds. The amount of estimated
imports which would trigger impositions of quotas in 1975
is 1,181.7 million pounds. Rather than invoke guotas in
1975, the President has decided to trxy to negotiate
voluntary agresments with supplying countries to limit
imports,

On March 31, the Secretary of AGriculture estimated 1975
imports of meat subject to Public Law 88-482 at 1,180

million pounds. This second quarterly estimate in 30 million
pounds higher than the estimate announced on December 31, 19574,
but below the quantity that would trigger imposition of

kmport guotas under the lww,

Imports of meat subject to Public Law 884482 have increased
in recent months, totaling 233 million pounds for the

first 2 months of 1975. This was 32.6 million pounds
phdher than imports during the same period last year.

The March 31 estimate takes into account information



-

furnished by the Department of State, which is negotiating
voluntary export restraint agreements with supplying countries.
These agreements are expected to be completed shortly.

We appreciate your interest in meat import policy.
Bincerely,

Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council

Mr., Donald Ostensoe
Executive Vice-President
Oregon Cattlemens Association
Imperial Hotel

Portland, Oregon 97205

NEROSS/ee

cc: White House Files

- |'04>A

Y\



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
To: Secretary - Records Date: March 17, 1975
Room 125.W
Departmaent of Agriculture
ACTION REQUESTED
— Draft reply for:

President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. F - .
Prompt actiom is essemtials
x Direct reply If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
X Farolsh tafolmation topy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Norman Ross, The White House Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply. memorandum. or commeni is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.
— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Please note interim response to State Senator Byker

Description:

X Lefter: Telegram; Other:
To: The Presideat
From:State Semator Cary Byker
Date:¥Feb, 21, 1975
Subjeci: Resolution that any farmer whose livestock hedrds or poultry flocks
that have been contaminated by PBB to be eligible for disaster loans

By direction of the President:
R/p 456-653%4
Norman E. Ross, Jr,
Assistant Director, Domestic Council

(White Housc Suspense Copy)




March 10, 1978

Dear Senator Byker:

Prosident Ford has asked me to thank you for your recent
letter to him enclosing the resolution passed by the iMichigan
State Senate regarding contaminated livestock and poultry
feed,

The President was distressed to learn about this unfortunate
situation and as he has requested, | have forwarded your
letter and resclution to the appropriaste members of the Cabinet
staff for their immediate attention and consideration.

Sincerely,

James H, Palk

Domestic Council

Honorable Gary Byker
State Senstor

State Capttol

Lansing, '{ichigen

bee: “PNSNMMR with incoming for action

S3/r3




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

Honorable Ga ker wP
State Smto:y - April 8, 1975
State Capitol

Lansing, Michigan 48902

Dear Senator Byker:

This is in reply to your inquiry dated February 21, 1975, with an
attached Resolution, sddressed to President Ford, requesting that a
disasster situation be declared in Michigan concerning contsmination of
livestock herds and poultry flocks. We have examined all of the rele~
vant statutes and regret that no authority exists which would enable the
Federal Goverument to provide relief in this situatiom.

Under the Dairy Indemmity Payment Program, ouly producers whose dairy
preducts have been removed from the ecommercial market because of
contamination by pesticide residues can be indemnified by the Faderal
Government. The contamination to the livestock herds and poultry flocks
in Michigan cecurred from residues of the chemical Polybreminated Biphenyl
(PBB). As PBB is a chemical and not a pesticide, the Michigsn farmers
eould not qualify for asn indemnity payment under the regulatioms,

Similarly, Federal indemmnities are not available to the Michigan farmers
under APHIS programs, The APHIS legislation only provides for compensa-
tion in situvations in which a comsnmicable disease has been diagnosed
and a speecific program is adopted to eradicate the disesse. Contamina-
tion of the Michigan herds and flocks by PBB does not present a commumi-
cable digsease situation.

Pursuant to Farmer Home Administration legislation, the Secretary of
Agriculture is authorized to make emergency loans available in areas in
which a natural disaster has occurred, The President has similar suthor-
ity under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974 in cases where a major natural
disaster has occurred. The same criterion of natural disaster exists
for emergency feed to be provided as a grant by Commodity Credit Corpora-
tien. The centamination situation provides no basis for previding
emergency disaster loans or emergency feed by the Federal Government,

and no basis exists for the declaration of an emergency natural disaster
designation in Michigan umder present legislation.

No relief is available to the Michigan farmers under the Federal Tort
Claims Act. The chemical PBB was apparently mixed with feed provided to
the farmers by the supplier and no act of negligence occurred on the
part of the Federal Government,



We understand that litigation is pending between the farmers and the
feed supplier along with the company which manufactured the PBB. Ve
further understand that a portion of the losses have alrasdy been paid
by insurance carriers of the feed supplier snd/or the chemical company.
While thare is no basis for reimbursing the farmers for their losses
under existing statutes, the Michigan farmers may be able to recover
additional amounts under the current pending litigation in the Michigan
state courts. It may also be possibles to have a private relief bill
introduced in Congress to cover thair losses.

Sincerely,

JOHY DAMGARD
Deputy Assistant Secretary



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICwx.

REFERRAL -y R OB
= UL Nl L .
Go BSLML, o '
To: Secretary Records Date: March 17, 1‘2)75 AL 4
Department of Agriculture 7-&

ACTION REQUESTED

— Drdait reply for:

President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. i 5
Prompt actiom is essemtiaks
Divect reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Purnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

___ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

. ) Basic correspondence should be returned when

Furnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.
—— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS: please prepare a draft of appropriate remarks which
could be used in response to this letter concerning the comments
made on school luaches.

Description:

—3 . Letter:
To: President Ford
From: Frank R. Yakovich
Date: gndated
Subject: School lunches and inviting the Pres. to attend the 100 Masonic Anniversary
in Johnstown, Pa.

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:
R/p 456-6554 Norman E. Ross, Jr. /(7' |
Assistant Director, Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




DRAFT REPLY OF LETTER TO FRANK R. YAKOVICH

Thank you for your .recent letter expressing your views on the National
School Lunch Program. :

As designed by Congress, the goal of the National School Lunch Program

is to safeguard the health and .well-being of the Nation's children’
through the service of nutritious, reasonably priced lunches to:students.
Secondly, the program is designed to  contribute:to a better’ understandlng
of good nutrition and improved food habits that will benefit students:
thrqughout their lifetimes. Thus, the program provides good .nutrition
and teaches it also. The nutritional goal of the program is to furnish -
at least one-third of a student's Recommended Daily Dietary Allowances
as established by the National .Research Council.

The National School Lunch Act has always provided that free and .reduced
price lunches shall be served to children unable to pay the full price
of the lunch. Legislation in recent years requires schools to provide
such lunches to children who meet eligibility standards-established by
the school. These standards must be based on family size. and income,

and they must be within the minimum-maximum income poverty guidelines set
by the" Secretary of Agriculture.

Legislation in 1970 also provided that determinations regardinu the income
of any household shall be made solely on the basis of a simple affidavit
signed by an adult member of the household. The purpose of this provision
is to avoid delays in providing program benefits to needy children.

Once applications are approved, however, school officials may verify the -
information on them. If, as a result of the verification or because of
complaints, school officials believe the information on an application is -
false, they have an obligation to' challenge the continued eligibility of
the .child. The challenge must be made under .the’ fair ‘hearing procedures
described in Section 245.7 of the regulations, and the’ child would continue
to receive free or reduced price meals pending the outcome of the challenge. -

We do not support the proposed universal free school lunch program. While
we are committed to.providing free school lunches to those who cannot afford
them, we do not believe Federal funds should pay the full cost of lunches -
for affluent children.

: -~
Your concern and interest in child nutrition programs are appreciated.



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL
To: Secretary Records Date: March 18, 1975

Room 125 W
Dept, of Agriculture

'ACTION REQUESTED

——3 Drait reply ifor:
e President’s signature.
— X Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. e -
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Direct reply. If more than 72 hours’ del.ay is encoun.lemd,
Parsish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

—— Suitable aclmowledgment or other
appropriaie handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re-

quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.
—— For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

— 3% Lefter: Telegram: Other:
To: Presideat Ford
From: Trimpa, Chairman of Hasksll County, Kansas ASC Cmte.
Date: March 10, 1975
Subject: comcermed about the farm ecomomy decline - wants the President to
replace manipulation fstilx with fres world markets,

By direction of the President:

p/Ross 456-6554 4
Norman E, Ross, Jr.Assistant Director

Domestic Council ]

Al & 99

{White House Suspense Copy)

——tae
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL
To: Secretary Records Date: March 19, 1975
Room 125=W
Departmaent of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

X ____ Drait veply for:

- President’s signature.
XX ___ Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE

Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply.
o Prompt actiom is essemtial.
Direct zoply. If more than 72 hours’ del'ay is ?ncoun.lered,
Furnish. information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.

—— Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basi pond should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. if any. il . o

draft reply. memorandum., or comment is re-
quested.
For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Please note writer recsived Christmas card from the Presideat this past year.

Description:

— 3 Letler:
To: President Ford
FromiWaites W. Worrell, Presideat, Wayco Old Southera Ham Corp.
Date:pdmreh 14, 1975
Subject: Comcernsd about processing Country Hams - he has suggestions and
recommendations of processing Hams

Telegram: Other:

By direction of the President:
- gl

£

R/pt 3-19-75 Norman E, Ross, Jr.
P Agsistant Direttor, Domestic Council
M H-a§-7$

{White House Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL
To: Sacretary - Records Date: March 19, 1975

Room 125.W
Department of Agriculture

ACTION REQUESTED

X% — Drait reply for:
o President’s signature.
— XX Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. e -
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Direct reply If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Furnish inf Sicn copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.

Furnish copy of reply, if any.
—___ For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

5 pieces of commnaication on kChild Nutrition {1) Prof. Lachance3(2) Congressman
Geo, Mahom; (3) Ellsworth S, Statler, Ssperintendent of Schools; {4)Jeseph M,

Crosnia, Superintendent of Education, [llincis and (5} anether tuie frem
Desacription:

see above
Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: President Ford
From: see above
Dateyarious dates
Subject: Child matrition

By direction of the President:
Ross/p 456-6554 Norman E, Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director, Domestic Council

Qe 4-2&1 Ry

{White Housa Suspense Copy)




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary Records Date: March 20m
Department of Agriculture March 20, 1975

ACTION REQUESTED

—XX— Drait reply for:
Preddentl signature.
.__:x__ Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. e \
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Direct reply If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Pesnlsh information copy please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For your information.

— For comment.

REMARKS:

Doscripiton:

-3 Letter: Telegram: Ofher:
To: The President
From: Ggmnator Strom Thurmond

Date: pMarch 14, 1975
Subject: yyrging the President support 5. 434 - which will help COTTON farmers

By direction of the Presid;nt: 5
Ross/p 456-6554 Norman E. Ross, JIr.
. Assistant Directer, Domestic Council

(White House Suspense Copy)




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C.20250

Aoril 3, 1975
Mr. Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Aseistant Director
Domestic Council
The White House

Dear Mr. Ross:

This responds to your request of March 20 for a draft reply to a letter
President Ford has received from Semator Strom Thurmond concerning the
cotton situation and some of the problems facing cotton farmers in South
Carolina and throughout the Southeast.

A draft reply to Senator Thurmond is emclosed.

Sincerely,

CLAYTON YEUTTER
Assistant Segretary

Enclosure



DRAFT REPLY TO LETTER FROM SENATOR STROM THURMOND
CONCERNING THE CURRENT COTTON SITUATION AND SEEKING
SUPPORT FOR A TARGET PRICE OF 55 CENTS PER POUND FOR COTTON

We are deeply sympathetic to the plight of farmers, particularly cotton
producers, caught in today's spiral of rising cost of production and lower
market prices for their cotton. Even so, there is a need to recognize that 1if
support levels are too high and cotton is not fully competitive, stocks will
rise, markets would shrink, government inventory and outlays would increase to
prohibitive levels; production resources would be misdirected. Obviously,
this would not be in the best interaest of anyone.

With current demand very low, there is a surplus of cotton, both domestically
and worldwide; farmers' plans to reduce 1975 cotton plantings about 4 million
acres—based on the Prospective Plantings report issued March 17--reflact the
realities of the situation. Sharp reductions in domestic consumption and
exports are projected for this marketing year, and this means a substantially
higher carryover is in prospect on August 1, 1975--more than 6 milliion bdales
may be on hand, compared with 3.9 million last August 1. A similar situation
exists in other cotton producing and consuming countries; world carryover
stocks are expected to increase for the fourth consecutive year. In faet,
world cotton stocks on August 1, 1975, are now estimated to reach 30.4
million bales, an increase of 50 percent from the August 1, 1971, stock level
of 20.3 million bales.

Increasing the 1975 target price would encourage additiomal cotton production.
Based upon current market demands, this would be detrimental to the cotton
industry and to the country as a vhole. Since the additiomnal cotton produced
would be in excess of present needs, it would eventually wind up in government
stocks, pushing up operating costs at a time when concerns of the National
budget dictate economy. Also, additional stocks, whether government or private,
at a time of low offtake would depress already weskened prices and result in
increased government payments.
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE e

Sauin /75
REFERRAL
To: Secretary Records Date: March 26, 1975
Department of Agriculturs
ACTION REQUESTED
XX _ Draft reply for:
—_ President’s signature.
_ XX  Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure fo
reply. wr .
Prompt actiom is essemtials
Divect reply. If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
IR v —— please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

———_ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

PLEASE GIVE THIS PRIORITY

Description:

_ X lLetler:
TdPresident Ford
FromMarch 17, 1975
Date§enator James Aboureszk
SubjecStatements {rom S. D, farmers opposing grain exports stoppage and Agricuiture's
position on farm prices. Critical economic situation faciag farmsrs.

Telegram: Oither:

By direction of the President:

Ross/p  456-6554 Norman E. Ross, Jr., Assistant Director
Domestic Council

Yo Duole fe ity O /&M >

{White House Suspense Copy)
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3 We agpreciate your writing on this matter, and hove
- that chis ianformatica will be Belpful o you.

with kind regards,
Sdnearaly,

veputy Assistast
to the President

The Loaorable Jamem hbourezk
Unitat States senata
Hashington, B.C. 20810

bee w/inc to dorm Ross - FyT
WIL:5F :Agricul ture : ry




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Secretary's Records Date: March 28, 1975
Room 125-W

Department of Agriculture

mm reply for:

ssexcnxxx Undersigned’s signature.

ACTION REQUESTED

President’s signature.

NOTE
—r Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. — g
Prompt actiom is essentigl.
L ———— If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,

— For your information.

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable ackmnowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For comment.

Drolied o Dok HT-3370

Description:

xxxx - Letler:
To:

Telegram; Other:
President Ford

From: Emidio Frezso, Jr. - President of American Mushroom Institute
Date:  March 21, 1975
Subjec:  Concerned about the discontinuation of the Crop Reporting Service.
ot by el IH i JErt By direction of the President:
,i Do, L/04 Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director
Domestic Council
NEROSS/ee

{Whits House Suspense Copy)




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

Mr. Norman E. Ross, Jr.
Assistant Director, Domestic Council
Exacutive Office of the President

wWashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Ross:

Transmitted herewith is a draft response to a

lettar addressed to President Pord from Emidio
Frezro of the American Mushroom Inatitute. We
trust you will find it satisfactoxy.

8incarely,



RE: Possible slimination of mushroom reports. From Emidio Fresso, Jr.
President, American Mushroom Institute

This is in reply to your letter of March 21 concerning the Department
of Aqricultnz‘ budget for Fiscal Year 1976.

The proposed budget does not call for deletion of the Statistical
Reporting Service, whose field offices are alsc known as tha Crop Reporting
Service. However, the proposed program of the Statistical Reporting Ser-
vice for Fiscal Year 1976 does auggest the elimination of several activities
in consideration of the Administration's overall peolicy of reducing funding
requirements. These activities were considered as making a minimal con-
tribution to the assessment of cuxrent and prospective supplies of food
and fiber. The Alaska office of SRS and surveys on mushrooms, mink,
floriculture, and timber prices would be dropped on this basis. In addi-
tion, surveys on white corn and parts of the hog surveys and grain stocks
surveys would be dropped because they cover only part of the areas of pro-
duction. Each of these programs is recognized as being of importance to
the special industry or geographic araa‘ concerned.

We appreciate your comments relative to the useful nature of the
data provided and undexrstand your concern that the program is under
consideration for elimination. The appropriate congressional appropria-
tion committees are currently reviewing the President's Budget for
Fiscal Year 1976. At this date there has been no decision relative to

the elimination of the mushroom program.






