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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

"Burton Kyle 
00 40&7 

Departmellt of Comm,rce 

Datea Aupet 30. 1974 

ACTION REQUESTED 
XX Draft reply b: 

____ Pnllldent•• dqnature. 
PPS UndeniQDed'• 

NOTE 
__ Memcnmdum for UM eacloaure to 

reply. 
Pro•pt «tio• is essntul. 

-- Direct reply. 
____ Furnish Information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. If cmy. 

__ For your Information. 

__ For commenL 

REMARKS: 

If' more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
pleaee telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment Is re-
queated. 

I ll&Ye claatte4 with Mr. Lee wltla tile Teaaa COIIIICU 011 MuiJlle .. Related 
la Texaa and he referred me to yo.. Eritleatly We 1e11tleman well kBOWII for 

ri.ew• I W • WG11td appreciate a draft reply and pleaH retu.ra ENTIU tile tie 
1'IIZ aaS. ao.a, Zr., OSOB, &Nlll&ll, TM ... B••-- Tllult,-. 

Description: 

ml Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: Prealdeu Ford 

From: !Ucha.rd Matthew• 
Date: A••at 19. 1974 

Subject: Staid• of LI~ Slalpa 

By direction of the President: 

Monnaa E. ••••• Jr. 
Director 

Donaeatlc Coaacll 

{While House Suspense Copy) 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Honorable Fredrick Dallt 
S.C:retar, of Commerce 
W uJdagtoa. D. C. 

Datm Octol,er 1 • 197 4 

ACTION REQUESTED 

-- Draft ntply b: 
____ Prellident•• alQnature. 
____ UnclaalQnecl'• aiQDature. 

NOTE 
__ Memorandum for use as encloaure to 

reply. 
Pro,npt «tio• is essnlul. 

.. / -

T)fred reply. 
VX::SXXX-: Furnish Information copy. 

If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
pleue telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or oth• 
appropriate bandlinq. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your Information. 

__ For commenL 

REMABKS: 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment la r• 
quested. 

Pl••- apply cc and retara ENIT'RE file to Norman E. Ro••• Jr. Room 218. 
OEOB. Domeatic Coaaclt. Teleplloae 456-6554 

Description: 

JDCS:1EXll.ett.:XXXm Telegram: Other: 
To: P:resW.at Ford 

From: Jolla 1\. Plaaa•• Prealclant of R.lptaa • Corp. 
Date: SeptemNr 11. 1974 

Subjed: Uncoverhtc (be feel•) a bit f:raad. 

By direction of the President: 

Morman .E. Roea, Jr. 
Aaalatant Director 
Domenic Coancll 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

Roben Wblte 
A41mt.-tntor 

o o-, ..... ._,.,., of Commerce 

Demi NoYemlMtr s. 1974 

ACTION REQUESTED 

XX Draft reply for: 
----
__ g ___ J<ot,c.A,t. 

__ Memorandum for use enclosure to 
reply. 

___ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowled(Jlllent or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your information. 

__ For commenL 

NOTE 

Pro,npt Mtio• is esselllul. 
1£ more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
C.Ode 1450. 

Basic correspondence be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment ls re-
questec:l. 

REMARKS: Plea•• prepare a draft reply to Coagreaaman de la Garza, 
aa4 retara ENTIRE fil to Nonn lloa•• Room 211, OEOB, Wblte Ha.ae 

Description: 

_ __,,5_ !.etter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: 

From: 
Date: 

Subject: 

The Preaideat 
CotlgrNamaa (JC1ka) cle la Garza 
Octolter a, 197• 
A•kins tbat lew •t J.oau be made aY&llahle to fl•benn• wbo are 
la fiDaacial need and o of 1,aaknptc:y. 

R/pt 

t /7/7 

By direction of the President: 

Normaa E. Roea, Jr. 
AHi.taat Director 
Domeatlc Cowncil 

(White House Suspense Copy) 

7 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Dr. !teller& Wlaite 
.A.dminlatr&tor 
NOAA 

Dates Novemaer 21, 1974 

ACTION REQUESTED 

V'UQE Draft reply for. 
~--- Prellldent•• alqnature. 
mx:cxcx Underal(Jned'a llic;piature. 

__ Memorandum for use as encloaure to 
reply. 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish Information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your Information. 

__ For commenL 

REMARKS: 

NOTE 

Pro•pt «tio• is essmtu,l. 
If more than '72 hours' delay 111 encountered, 
please telephone the underaigned immediately, 
Code 14-50. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum. or comment ls re-
quested. 

Pleau ••pply appropmta dnft reapoue and ret•"' ENTIRE !lie to Norm Ro••, 
n0twn 218, OEOB, Domeatic Covacll, Telepllone 456-6 554. 

Description: 

••x # •• Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: P:realclant Ford 

From: Milton M. Kaufmaan - Director, Moaltor, Inc. 
Date: NoYember ZO, 1974 

Subject: anta the P?ealant to talk to Japaa aboat the protectioa of our whalea. 

NE.ROSS/ee 

By direction of the President: 

Norina.a E. Jr. 
Aaaiatant Dlr.ctol" 
Domestic Coaacll 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMME~CE . . • 
National Oceanic and At:mospher1c Adm1n1st:rat:1on 
Rockville, Md. 20852 

NOV 291974 

Mr. Nannen B. Ro••t Jr. 
Aaaiatant DirectH, Dolleatic CouacU 
The White Hou•• 
loom 218, 014 Executive Office 11tildin1 
Waeh1qtoa. D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Ro••• 

Per JOllr l'etllUUt of l'lcWIIDU 21, 1974, I am tdlClloaillg a draft 

reepou•• to the letter froa Milten. M. Kaufmann of Novaber 20, 

1974. 

Sincerely, 

Howard W. , f.ollock 

.EOillGbert M. White 
Mldniet:rator 



THE WRITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

lAJ 

To: Dr. lloNrt White 
I tl:eiarator 

NOAA 

Datm .DecemlMr 3, 1974 

ACTION REQUESTED 

xxzx Draft reply b: 
____ Preslc:lem·• dQDature. 
I I M 8 I 111 UnclenkJD.ed'• elcJDature. 

__ Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

__ Direct reply. 
---- Furnish Information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledQDlent or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

__ For your Information. 

__ For comment. 

REMAB:KS: 

NOTE 

Protnpt «lio• is essmul. 
IC more than 12 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic coneapoDc:lence llhould be returned when 
draft reply, memorcmc:lum. or comment Is re-
quested. 

Pleaae a-,ply appropriate draft reapoaae aad return ENTIRE file to Norm. baa, 
RNal 218, OEOB, Domeatic COIUICil, Telefla- .-5'-6554. 

Description: 

wxc-• Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: PreaW.nt Fon 

From: C..Cn•anaa L.A. Skip Bafalh 
Date: OctoNr J, 1974 

Subject: Ai4 for tbe fhhbc laidaatry. 

MEROSS/ee 

By direction of the President: 

Norman E. B.oaa, 3r. 
Aaaiatant Director 
J>omeatk: CCMIIICU 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



October 25, 1974 

1 
MEMORANDUM FOR NORM ROSS 

SUBJECT: Fishing Industry 

Attached are letters to the Presldent from Congressman 
Bafalls and Mike Welner regarding a constituent request 
for aid to the .fishing industry. 

Would you please prepare a dra.ft reply to Mr. Weiner 
on behalf o.f the President. 

Thanks. 

Attachment 

F. Lynn May 
Staff Assistant 
Do~estlc Council 

.s'n.' 



I wiah. to- acknowledge and t.'iank you for 
70-ur October 3 letti;':r to the PX'e~id~ wllh 
whleh you fO-~warded the requ.st f.rmn Mr. 
Mlb Weme,:,~ Pr~•ldent of the Florida 
Flah.ermen ts Mark(?ting A«Bl>C-1at1on~ fo,: 
govermnCl'l:t assistan~ to~ the industry .. 

Y ..:,u may be Uau:'ed thi& ?'8(}.U..St will be 
called t<> th4!!t a:ttenllon of the P?i-esi.d4'tlt at 
the .aarUfft opportunity. 1n additkm, lt 
will ba 9hart,d with~ appnpdat& metnbc..rs 
of the ata!.£.. l am confident thi& ~l will 
be glvei, careful eonalde:rat.lo:t. 

1a.x. L. Frled.::r~dcr! 
Deputy .Aasl•tant 
to the P:r~sldenk 

'Ihe Ho.noritble L.A. "Skip" Bafalis 
House of Representatives 
W,tshington. D. C . 20515 

~: w/incoming to Ken Cole forlfsi1/tff.11t#IMr DIRECT REPLY 
to Mr. hWeiner's letter to thehl?re!iitlent.1 Copy tot e t.;ongressman anfft 1s ott1ce p ease. 

• MLF:EF:VO:vo 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Honora.ltle Tlld• • bl Datez Dec. 13,, 1914 
Aa•i•taat Seer....., for Domeatlc and lllteftatioul 
•----••• Dept. of Commerce 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Draft reply fan 
~---
____ UndenicJned'• al911ature. 

__ Memorandum for use aa enclosure to 
reply. 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your. Information. 

__ For commenL 

REMABKS: 

NOTE 

Pro,npt «lio• is essmli4l. 
If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence be returned. when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment ls re-
quested. 

Pleaae pl'epare a reapwe to Mr. Kr-cur•• coacera reprtllas tile elaortace 
of Trautete. We -..e lallc:ated to Mr. Kr41W1cher tlaat we wo1WI e-,pl7 
lllm wltll any laformatioa aftllable. I&. Kr-claer abo aaked Dom .. tlc 

--·-·•-----.. Description: 

ZS Letter: ___ Telegram; Other: 
ToJifennRoa• 

Fromtil- W. ltreuchel-. State of N....._ka, Dept. of Acri 
Date:Oc:to'IMtr 11, 1974 

SubiectAaklaa Oemutic CowU to laelp coaeenda& tile pl'Obl911l8 la tu Ml.lw••t. 
Slleh •• tbe alaoftale of Trautete. 

By direction of the President: 
Jformaa E. Jtoea. Jr. 
Aaalataat Director. D---m I atlc Council 

{White House Suspense Copy) 



To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

HoDOrable Jlel,ert Felanaz,y 25. 1975 
trator 

ACTION REQUESTED 
,at Draft reply for. 
---- President•• dqDature. 

W Undars19Ded'• IIIQnature. 

__ Memorandum for use cm enclo•ure to 
reply. 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish Information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your Information. 

__ For commenL 

NOTE 

P,o,,,pt «tio• is essntu,l. 
If more than 72 hours' delay i1 encountered, 
pleue telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic llhould be returned when 
draft reply. memorcmdum. or comment Is re-

REMARKS: 

Description: 

mE Letter. ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: e Pre•icleat 

From: ohert • , Director• Natloul ea-er• ••n. 
Date: Felt. l • 1975 

Subiect: Objectloa to tlae r oaal National Marine Flalaerie• Ser. to daaqe a 
auecripttoa fee for lt• Market Newa Reporta - Reaol11tloa attached re 

-- - compk!••- -'-'---------------------------
By direction of the President: 

Roaa/p 456-65§41 
Norm Roa•, Jr. , Aaaiataat Director 
Domestic Cotmdl 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE OF;,.,_ 

REFERRAL 

Honorable Robert 
Admhd•tntor • 
Departmeat of 

Dates Marcil 10. 1915 

ACTION REQUESTED 

XX Draft reply b: 
~--- President'• ldqnature. 
__ ..s'IX-=- Umt..kJned'• lllcJnature. 

__ Memmcmdum for use aa enclo1111re to 
reply. 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

__ FOi' yom lnforma6on. 

__ For comment. 

NOTE 

Pro•pt «tio• ;, essntu,I.. 
If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undeniped immediately, 
C-ode 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum. or comment Is re-
quested. 

REMABKS: 

Description: 

L___ Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: The Pre•ldeat 

From: Donald F. Niel• Bri•tor Bay Ana Baaltll Corporatloa. Alana 
Date: Feb. 27 • 1975 

Subject: Re•ol•tloa8 • t coacel"mJII •odal Ncui.ty &ad State aid to Nai•r 
dt1 .... , obtala F ... ral and State aid to llelp eCODOmlC llard•ld.p be-ca ... 

__!!~~ ......, i. ........................... .. daratlea 

0A 

By direction of the President: 

Normaa E.. llo••• A••l•taat Director 
Dome•tlc Coa.ncll 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

Honorable Robert White 
Adainistrator of NOAA 
Departaent of eounerce 

Dates 
April 9, 1975 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Jllafl ntply for. 
~--- President•• IIIQDature. 

XXX alQDature. 

__ Memorandum for use aa encloaure to 
:reply. 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your Information. 

__ For comment. 

NOTE 

Pro•pt 11&tio• is essmul. 

If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undeniped immediately, 
Code 14.SO. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment Is re-

REMARKS: 

Description: 

---<11 ..... Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: 

From: 
Date: 

Subject: 

The President 
Aaterio R. 1"akeay, Congress of Micronesia 
March 28 
Tran811litting resolution adopted by Congress of Micronesia 
requesting the U.S. Congress to amend certain public laws to 
extend programs of Federal assistance with respect to 
fiaheriu to tile Trust. Territory of the Pacific Island 
Roaa/p 456-6554 By direction of the President: 

Norman E .. Ross, Jr. 
Aaaiatant Director 
DoDlestic Council 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Dr. Robert White 
ldlainiatrator 
NOAA 

Dat. April 25, 1975 

ACTION REQUESTED 

xxxx Draft reply fer: 
~--- Prelldent•• lllqnature. 
n x:n:xzx Ua.dsalQnecl'• aicJnature. 

NOTE 
__ Memorandum for use as to 

reply. 
Pro•pt Mlio• is essntu,l. 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish information copy. 

I( more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
pleaee telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

__ Suitable aclmowleclc;pnent or other 
appropriate handling. 

Basic coneapondence be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment ls re-
quested. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ FOi' yom information. 

__ For commenL 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

xxx:xx Letter: ___ Telegram; Other: 
To: Donald Ruasfeld 

From: Mr. Barria B. Stewart, Jr. 
Da1e: April 8, 1975 

Subject: '1'he oceans and the u.s. continental ahelf 

lfBROSS/ee 

01 - ,.,~ 7 

By direction of the President: 

Noraan B. Rosa, J;c. 
Aaaiatant Director 
Dcaeatic COUDCil 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



Nay 8, 1975 

Deu: or. Stevart 

I reapoadin9 at the requaat of Mr. Rwufald to your 
latter -.king certain r8C}arc11ng the use of 
the ocean and p rticularily the Continenul Shelf. 
have noted your ~t the Preaident convene a 
'l'aak Poree to examine tbie 11Atter and prepare recom-
-r.u:lationa for aotion. We appreciate YoU' desire of 
aaaiatance in this illlportan~ matter. 

Aa you may know~ some •1• IDOnth• ago your Depari:Jllent 
thr gh Secretary Dent. ropo to the s ~ic Council 
that thevalue of the ocean• to the United States 1• 
that jor conaidarationa are required and ahould be under-
taken thro the Count:11. J: can assure ~u tha~ these 

are under active consideration here. 

Aleo, ,µ ... ,c:o.••a be aaaurecl that former Secretary Dent and 
Dr . :!lo r White, Adlliniatrator of NOAA have made it 
qui te clear to the Domeatic Council the rt nc -5 the o.s. of the ocean• and the Continental Sh l f. We will 
keep in mind your aug9e•tion• •• wa develop our future 
plana. 

Dr. Barria B. Stewart, ~r. 
Director 
~lantic ~raphic anc1 

t.eprol09iaal 
15 Rickenbacker Cauaeway 
Miud, Plorida 33149 

NROSS/pt 5-8-75 
cc;WH files 

Sinoenly, 

Norman E. Roes, Jr. 
Direct.or 

DolNatic Council 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Office of the Secretary 
Department of Comnerce 

Dates May 16, 1975 

ACTION REQUESTED 
XXX Draft reply for: 
~---

XX 

__ Memarandum for use aa enclosure to 
reply. 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your information. 

__ For commenL 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

___ Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To:'l'he President 

From: Adele Bercovici 
Dalf-Y 6, 1975 

NOTE 

Pro,,,pt 11&tio• u essmtul, 

If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum. or comment ls re• 

Subiect: Urging the Pres. to prohibit importation into the U.S. 
any fish product produced in Japan until Japan adopts the 10-yr 

___ moratori~_ ill cn•troial whaliaf. 

blROSS/pt 5-16-75 

By direction of the President: 

Norman E. Ross, Jr. 
Assistut Director 
Domestic Council 

{White House Suspense Copy) 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Bon. Robert White 
Administrator 
NOAA 

Dates Nay 30, 1975 

ACTION REQUESTED 

-- Draft reply for. 
---- Prellldent'• dcpmture. 
---- aicJnature. 

_ _ Me:mcrandum for use aa encloaure to 
nply. 

XXX __ Direct reply. 
_ __ z __ Furnish Information copy. 

to Nora Rosa 
__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 

appropriate handling. 
---- Fumiah copy of reply, if any. 

__ For your Information. 

__ For comment. 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

X _ _ Letter: _ _ _ Telegram; Other: 
To:The Preaident 

NOTE 

Pro•pt «lio• ii essmtit,l. 
If more than '72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment la re-

From: Lee Ell.en Ford, Bxecutive Aaaiatant to the Governor, State of 
Date: June 2, 1975 Indiana 

Subject: urting that the President aaltes certain that the 
Marine Mmal Pxotection Act of 1972 ia enforced. 

- - ---··------------------------------
By direction of the President: 

Norman E. Rosa, Jr. 
NJIOSS/pt 456-6554 Assistant Director, Doaaatic C-01111cil 

(White House Suspense Copy) 



• ' 

JUN 1 1 1975 

Dr. lee Ellen Ford 
Executive Assistant to 

the Governor 
State of Indiana 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Dear Dr. ·Ford: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Rockville, Md. 20852 • 

F33/l-lPJ 

This is 1n response to your inquiry dated May 16, 1975, • 
addressed to President Ford, regarding the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972. 

Under the Marine Nar.m1l Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1351 
et seq.), the taking of marine marrmals by corrmercial fishermen 
incidental to their fishing operations without a pennit was 
pennitted until October 20, 1974. Subsequent to that date, the 
Act allows co1m1ercial fishing operations to continue under pennits 
issued in accordance with regulations designed to reduce marine 
manr.ial ioortality and serious injury. 

Following a forr.al public hearing in May 1974, regulations were 
promulgated by the Director, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
T'ne regulations were designed to comply with the requirements and 
goals of the Act, i.e., reducing incidental kill or serious injury 
of w~rine mammals in the course of co,oo,ercial fishing operations to 
insignificant levels approaching a zero roorta1fty and serious 
injury rate. These regulati ans, which were made effective 
September 30. 1974, among other things, prescribe gear and fishing 

. techniques which must be used by U.S. fishermen setting on porpoise 
in purse seining for yellowfin tuna. 

Progress fn the reduction of mortalities in the past few years has 
been significant. According to the latest estimates, porpoise 
nx>rtalfties by U.S. vessels in the tuna purse seining fishery of 
the eastern tr·opical Pacific Ocean were approximately 312,400 in 
1971, 304,600 in 1972, 175,100 in 1973, and 97,800 in 1974. In 
January 1975, together with publication of mi-nor amendments to the 
regulations, we announced a goal of a 50 percent reduction in the 



rate of kill in 1975 from the rate in 1974. He are presently 
gathering and analyzing data obtained from vessel logbooks and 
NMFS observers who are accompanying tuna purse-seiners to assess 
the effectiveness of the regulations. In late September 1975, a 
public hearing will be held to consider whether, arrong others, the 
general permit for yellowfin tuna purse-seining involving porpoises 
should be reissued and the nature of the regulatory regime that 
should apply for 1976. 

Based on our analysis of the yellowfin tuna fishery, we have 
determined that a reversion to the previously used labor inten-
sive rr:ethod of pole and line fishing by the U.S. tuna fleet would 
result in the certain economic failure of the significant U.S. 
yellowfin tuna purse-seine fishery. FurtherMOre, fishing methods 
currently used by U.S. tuna fishermen are also used by vessels of 
all other nations fishing for yellowfin fn the area of the eastern 
tropical·Pacific Ocean where the tuna/porpoise association is pre-
dominant. If purse seining for tuna associated with porpoise were 
prohibited, U.S. tuna vessels would seek to move_to a foreign flag 
rather than risk economic failure. This could result in greater 
unregulated purse seining on porpoise, thereby causing a greater 
11llrtal1ty and serious injury. We have)therefore, attempted to 
regulate the yellowffn purse seine fishery to accomplish the goal 
of the Act. Through this course of action, we believe rnre can be 
done to reduce porpoise mortality and serious injury than if the U.S. 
tuna fleet shifted to foreign flags. 

Although the Act permits us to ban imports of tuna caught by 
foreign flag vessels in a manner proscribed for persons sub,ject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States, due to the worldwide 
dewand for tuna, the tuna caught by vessels which did not choose 
to abide by our regulations could readily be w~rketed elsewhere. 

Even though progress in the reduction of porpoise mortality has 
been significant in the recent past, we are not satisfied. 
Consequently, we are intensifying our efforts in order to achieve 
the ultimate goal of the Act without destroying the tuna industry. 

Sincerely, 
ft/ JOHN W. TDW,fSENO JR 

M8oc1AT1 ADMIN13'TitA • TO,t . 
John W. Townsend, Jr. 
Associate Administrator 

Enclosures 



May 16, 1975 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Ford: 

n~ 

I am writing to strongly urge you to see that the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 is enforced. 

There has been so much inhumane killing of porpoises by tuna 
fishing fleets who catch these propoises in their nets while 
fishing for tuna and then allow the porpoises to die from 
drowning. 

Thank you for any consideration you are able to give~ 

t.:r 4rfL .. J.D. 
Attorney-at-Law 

I LEE ELLEN FORD. PH. 0., J.0. 

STATE CAPITOL 
INDIANAPOLIS 

48204 

EXECUTIVE As•1•TANT 
TO TM« GOVVINOII \ 


