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September 6, 1974

MEMCORANDUM FOR: STEVE KEURZMAN
Assistant m,,-l Lagisiation
Health, Education and Welfare
SURIECT: Sosinl Servicss Leghointien aud
Foderally Bocogoized Indion Tribep

Fellowing up my tslephons call of teday, I would appresiate the
eppeztunity to sit down with you, Bill Merrill, Jim Dwight, Stan
Thomas aad ethere there, plus Ted Kreaske of the Burean of

Indisn Affairs to explors whether, in the pending legisiation sencersing
ssw secial services programe, we should aot inclunde sutherisation

for foderally yecognined Iadian tribes to be divect sponsors or
recipienis, rather thas have thess now pregrams filter te tzibes

via States and counties. (We should probebly enclude A¥DC herve,

since thess Stale-tribal relsticnships seem: to be working setisfacterily. )

As you know, in the recent years, fellowing the thrust of the July 8, 1970
the Administrsiion bas moved ila one case after anether to
espouse the ides that foderally rocoguised Indian tribes sheuid at least
be sligible to be primee spensers or direct vesiplents of lmpertant
federal pregramse which benafit Indians. Beglaning with the signing
of the Genezal Revenne-Sharing Act sad mere recently with the sew
CETA messure, community dovelopmest, surpins government property
aad the Intergovernmenisl Perscansl Act, we are making sure that
such lagisiation has writtea into it at least the antharity for the slectied
tridel goveramenis of federally vecegaised tribes, as respeasible
govermmentsl usite in thelr own right, to step in and take over such
programs dizestly, rather than compete or stand hat in hand at State
This revised position of curs is greatly siveagthened by
the practically usanimeus convigtion en the part of Indisn leadere
thamselves that they prefor this reuts, and that they consider thamselves
respensible governmenial units act is any way subordinate to Siate
officers, plans or plasming boards. Of course all of BIA, plus HEW's
swn ONAP function ascerdiag to this principle, and I know that the
Administration on Aging Is ceasidering incindiag this kind of new
provisien in ita reantherination logisiation comiag up.

Ceould we have s session semetime seon amoung the peeple mentionsd to
explore this further?

Bradisy H. Paitersea, Jv.

“ GIPpissigmer Tempese






