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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20245 

JM ltBl'L\' JIBFEII. Tm 

Memorandum 

To: Norman E. Ross, Jr. 
Assistant Director 
Domestic Council, White 

From: Ron Esquerra 
Executive Assi to the Conunissioner 

December 17, 1974 

Subject: Brief on Bureau of Indian Affairs Meeting with Represent­
atives from Indian Encampment Known as Ganienkeh, near 
Eagle Bay, New York 

Conunissioner Thompson asked that I forward you a copy of the brief 
prepared by the Bureau's Eastern Area Director on his meeting with 
Ganienkeh representatives. 

The contents may be of value to you from an information standpoint. 

Attachment 

SERVE 
ERICA'S 
ENERGY 

Save Energy and You Serve America! 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

EASTEKN AREA 6FFICE 

1951 Constitution Avenue NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20245 

MemoJt.andum DEC 6 1974 
To: 

Flt.om: Alt.ea Vi1t.ecto1t., EahteJt.n Alt.ea 

Subject: Meeting with RepJt.e~entativeh 61t.om Indian 
Encampment known ah Ganienkeh, neaJt. Eagle 
Bay, New Yo1t.k 

On VeeembeJt. 4, 1974 a meeting Wah held with th1t.ee (3) 
1t.ep1t.ehentativeh 06 the above gJt.oup. The 6ollowing people 
attended the meeting: 

Ha1t.1t.y A. Rainbolt, Alt.ea Vi1t.ecto1t., EahteJt.n Alt.ea 
Ron EhqueJt.Jt.a, Executive Ahhihtant to the CommihhioneJt. 
Joe GauthieJt., EahteJt.n Alt.ea 066ice 
Bill Seneca, New Yo1t.k Liaihon 066ice 
Ted White, Cent1t.al 066ice, · T1t.ibal Ope1t.ationh 
Leh Gay, CentJt.al 066ice, T1t.ibal OpeJt.ationh 
Tom Oxendine, Public In601t.mation Sta66 
Te1t.1t.y Bit.own, CommihhioneJt.'h 066ice, Sta66 Coo1t.dinato1t. 
Vave Joneh, SolicitoJt.'h 066ice 
Mike Smith, VepaJt.tmental T1t.ainee 
Kugie Lewih, VepaJt.tmental T1t.ainee 
Mike MeyeJt.h, Ganienk~h RepJt.e~entatiie (Seneca Indian) 
Kakwi1t.ake1t.on, Ganienkeh Rep1t.eientative (Canadian 
Mohawk Indian) 
Julian Vela~onde, Ganienkeh RepJt.ehentative (Canadian 
Mohawk Inqian) 

The Ganienkeh 1t.ep1t.ehentativeh advihed that it Wah the 
Mohawk cuhtom to open theiJt. meetingh with a p1t.aye1t.. A 
p1t.aye1t. Wah haid in Indian and inteJt.pJt.eted into Englihh. 

MIL. MeyeJt.h haid they we1t.e con6uhed ah the Jt.ehult 06 two 
(2) letteJt.h they had Jt.eceived It.elating to the hituation 
at Gainienkeh. He Jt.ead a letteJt. dated NovembeJt. 22, 1974 
to Chie6 Leon Shenandoah 61t.om the CommihhioneJt. O& Indian 
A66aiJt.h and a letteJt. dated NovembeJt. 27, 1974 to MIL. Loui~ 
Hall, Sec1t.eta1t.y, Unde1t. the Vi1t.ection on the Ganienkeh, 
nit.om Nolt.man E. Roh~, JJt.., Ahhihtant Vi1t.ecto1t., Vomehtic 
Council. 
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I They inte4p4eted the Novembe4 22, 1974 lette4 to mean 
that A4ticle VIZ 06 the T4eaty 06 Canandaigua, 7 Stat.44 
(Novembe4 11, 1794) Wah htill applicable not withhtanding 
the 6act that two (2) Acth 06 Cong4ehh amended the t4eaty -
(The Act 06 July 2, 1948 (62 Stat.1224), 25 U.S.C. 232 
g4anted to the State 06 New Yo4k c4iminal ju4ihdiction 
ove4 o66enheh committed by o4 againht 1ndianh1• on Indian 
Aehe4vationh within the State. The Act 06 Septembe4 13, 
1950 (64 Stat. 845), 25 U.S.C. 233, con6e44ed civil 
ju4ihdiction on the cou4th 06 the State in civil actionh 
and p4oceedingh between 1ndianh and between one o4 mo4e 
Indianh and any othe4 pe4hon o4 pe4honh). Copieh 06 the 
Novembe4 22, 1974 lette4 to Chie6 Shenandoah; the 
Novembe4 27, 1974 letti4 to M4. Louih Hall; and thei4 
4eply to P4ehident Fo4d, dated Novembe4 24, 1974; and 
thei4 4eply to No4man E. Rohh, 14., dated Vecembe4 2, 
1974, a4e attached. 

The A4ea Vi4ecto4 advihed the g4oup that the Commihhione4'h 
lette4 06 Novembe4 22, 1974 add4ehhed to Chie6 Leon 
Shenandoah wah W4itten to cla4i6y quehtionh 4aihed about 
the T4eaty 06 Canandaigua (Novembe4 11, 1794) and C4iminal 
ju4ihdiction on Indian 4ehe4vationh in the State 06 
New Yo4k. The lette4 acknowledgeh the vaUdity 06 the 
1794 t4eaty with the Six Nationh and indicateh that in 
acco4dance with the te4mh 06 thih t4eaty Cong4ehh in 1948 
pahhed legihlation giving the State 06 New Yo4k C4iminal 
ju4ihdiction on Indian 4ehe4vationh in the State. Thih 
m~anh that even 16 the occupied land we4e. a 4ehe4vation -
ah the 1ndianh Claim, New Yo4k State would htill h~ve 
ju4ihdiction. Since thih matte4 doeh involve home 
Fede4ally 4ecognized Indianh the Bu4eau 06 Indian A66ai4h 
ih t4ying to keep in6o4med - but hah no ju4ihdictional 
4eh ponhibLf.ity .. 

Zn p4ehenting thei4 pohition the Ganienkeh 4ep4ehentativeh 
htated the 6ollowing: 

1. The g4oup ih dedicated to 4egaining thei4 
te4uto4y and conhide4 thih thei4 laht 
chance to 4emain alive cultu4ally. They 
want thei4 own lawh, 4eligion, etc., to 
ehcape the d4ugh, auto deathh and huicideh 
that a4e connected with Indian 4ehe4vationh. 
The 1ndianh at Ganienkeh 4ep4ehent 25-30 
di66e4ent Indian Nationh 64om the United 
Stateh and Canad~. They will not allow a 
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6o~eign gove~nmen~ ~o en6o~ce law6 upon , 
~hem. They will no~ back down - ~he~e 

·i6 ~oom 60~ nego~ia~ion - bu~ ~hey a~e 
a~ Ganienkeh ~o 6~ay. 

2. The land ~hey a~e occupying i6 no~ an 
Indian ~e6e~va~ion bu~ i6 ~epo66e66~d 
1~oquoi6 ~e~~i~o~y. They wan~ only' 
peace and a way ~o hono~ ~he ~~ea~ie6 
~o make ~hi6 land 6ove~ign 1~oquoi6 
~e~~i~o~y. Since ~hi6 land i6 no~ a 
~e6e~va~ion, in ~hei~ opinion, 25 U.S.C. 
A 232 doe6 no~ apply ~o i~. 

3. They do no~ wan~ any Bu~eau 06 Indian 
A66ai~6 6e~uice6, no~ do ~hey 6eek any 
money 6~om ~he Fede~al Gove~nmen~. 

4. They do no~ con6ide~ ~hem6elve6 ~o be 
ci~izen6 06 ~he Uni~ed S~a~e6 - ~he~e6o~e 
~he law6 06 ~he Uni~ed S~a~e6 do no~ apply 
~o ~hem. The law6 06 ~he Uni~ed S~a~e6 
do no~ apply ~o any 1ndian6 belonging ~o 
~he Longhou6e. 1~ would be app~ecia~ed i6 
~he Bu~eau 06 Indian A66ai~6 can help 
people unde~6~and ~hi6. They ci~ed docu-
men~6 whe~ein ~he Six Na~ion6 06 ~he • 
1~oquoi6 Con6ede~acy ~ejec~ed ~he Ac~ 06 
June 2, 1924 ~ha~ made 1ndlan6 U. S. 
ci~izen6 a6 well a6 ~he Ac~ 06 July 2, 1948 
(25 U.S.C. 232) ~ha~ con6e~~ed c~iminal 
ju~i6dic~ion on ~he S~a~e 06 New Yo~k and 
~he Ac~ 06 Sep~embe~ 13, 1950 (25 U.S.C. 
233) ~ha~ con6e~~ed civil ju~i6dic~ion on 
~he eou~~6 06 ~he 6~a~e in civil ac~ion6 and 
p~oceeding6 be~ween 1ndian6 and be~ween one 
o~ mo~e 1ndian6 and any o~he~ pe~6on o~ 
pe~6on6. They main~ain ~ha~ ~he p~ovi6ion6 
06 ~he T~ea~y 06 Novembe~ 11, 1794 canno~ 
be changed unle66 bo~h pa~~ie6 ag~ee ~o 
~he ~hange. - They ~~a~ed empha~ically ~ha~ 
~he Six Na~ion6 had no~ been con6ul~ed on 
~he6e ~~ea~y cha~ge6 . 

/ 
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I 5. All ·o& the Nation& in the Con&~denacy agnee 
that thiA iA an intennational matten and 
dlhcuA&ionA mu&t be held between nepne&en-
tative& 06 the United State& and the Six 
Nation& to wonk out &atiA&actony pnoceduneA. 

6. They ane in the pnoceAA 06 inve&tigd±ing 
the &hooting 06 the two (2) non-IndianA 
a& Atated in thein letten 06 Novemben 24, 
1974 to Pne&ident Fond. Howeven, they 
ane hampened becauAe Henny V. Blumbeng, 
Vlhtnict Attonney, Henkimen County, iA 
in the pnoceAA o& obtaining a_Aeanch 
wannant to canny out the State'& juniA-
dictional neApon&ibilitieA. They &aid 
that i6 a Aeanch wannant iA i&Aued and 
the police attempt to enten Ganienkeh, 
thene will be blood Ahed. They want to 
wonk out a pnocedune that will pnevent 
a con&nontation which they &eel will 
come on Thu~&day nite, Vecemben 5, 1974 
on at lea&t within ten (70) day& a&te~ 
the Aea~ch wan~ant iA iA&ued. 

7. They will not agnee to any Cou~t neAolvlng 
. the Aituation becauAe they have no con-

6idence in the "Whiteman'& Count&." 
Eventually th..i..A Altuation ha& to be neAolved, 

. but not th~ough the U.S. CountA. They would 

. llke to have a PneAidential Comm..i..AAion me.et 
with the Six Nation& Con&ede~acy to ~eAolve 

: thiA p~o blem. 

• 8.- They &eel that a poAAible Aolutlon iA the 
~epeal 06 25 U.S.C. 232 and 25 U.S.C. 
! 233. They · have dl&cuAAed thiA with 
Senaton Javit&' o&&ice and Senaton Abou~ezk'A 
066..i..ce. 

• 9. Thene have been eleven (71) incident& whene 
non-IndlanA &hot into the camp anea at 
Ganienkeh. 

10. The ~ep~eAentatlveA &~om Ganienkeh Atated 
that they had &o~med a Aepa~ate independent 
Nation apant &nom the United StateA· and • 
Canada and ,ln thiA n~ga~d had applied &on 

/ 
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membeA.6hip in the United Nation.6. They 
indicated that the United Nation.6 had 
~ehadul~d ~ them 6oA a heaAing be6oAe a 
Committee oA Council 06 the United 
Nationh wheAein Holland and FAance 
would play a majoA Aole. The date ~6 

-5-

the heaAing i.6 unknown to u.6 at thi.6 time. 

Vave Joneh, SolicitoA'.6 o66ice, .6tated that while the State 
06 New YoAk ha.6 juAi.6dietion, the unanhweAed quehtion i.6 
whetheA oA not the FedeAal Gove~nment ha.6 a continuing 
Ae.6pon.6ibility - whethe~ oA not theAe ih concuAAent 
~e.6ponhibility on the paAt 06 the United State.6 and the 
State 06 New YoAk. 

The meeting ended at appAoximately 3:45 p.m. to enable the 
Ganienkeh AepAe.6entativeh to attend a 4:00 p.m. meeting 
with No~man E. Ro.6h JA~, and AepAehentative.6 06 the 
SolicitoA'.6 o66ice and the Ju.6tice Vepa~tment in the 
Executive 066ice Building. The Aehult.6 06 thi.6 meeting 
aAe unknown at thih _time. 

The A~ea ViAectoA thanked the Ganienke~ AepAe.6entative.6 
6oA coming to the meeting and expAe.6hing themhelve.6. 
Ve.6pLte theiA view.6 on 25 U.S.·C. j 232 and~ 233 the.6e 
.6tatute.6 aAe law~ 06 the land and the BuAeau 06 Indian 
A66ai4J i.6 ~equiAed to abide by them . until .6uch time ah 
the Law i.6 changed. He .6aid theAe i.6 Aoom 6oA continuing 
dialogue and that keeping the lineh 06 communication open 
hope6ully would lead to a mutually .6atih6aetoAy .6olution. 

The meeting wah clo.6ed with a pAayeA in Indian - tAan.6-
lated into Engli.6h. 

We aAe attaching a 6ile 06 pe~tinent document.6 and coAAe-
.6pondence Aelating to thi.6 i.6.6ue .6ince it Wah 6i~.6t 
b~ought to ouA attention. 

(Signed) Harry A. Rainbolt 

HaAAy A. Rainbolt 
AAea Vi~ectoA, Ea.6te~n AAea 

Attachment.6 

cc: SuAname ChAon 1000 MailAoom 
JRGauthieA: lmb 12/6/14 
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W,\SIJISGTON, D. C. 

NOV ? .:.. 1974 
................. ..... . ···- ......... . 

// 
Chief Leon Shenandoah /1/ R.D; 1 • 

--.............. ... .. ······---.. 

/4 < Nedrow, New York 13120 

/ To the Chiefs of the Six Nation~ 

I have been informed through the Office of the President 
that two United States citizens, April Madigan and 
Stephen Drake, were wo~nded by gunfire on October 28, 
1974 ,· which allegedly came fro:n the Indian encam?ment 
known as Ganienkeh, near Eagle Bay, New York. Accord-
ing to reports, the two individuals in question were 
wounded in separate incidents while traveling on Big 
Moose Road near the settlement. 

Article VII of the Treaty of Canandaigua, 7 Stat. 44 
(Novem~er 11, 1794) between the U.S. and the Six Natio:is 
provides that no pr~vate revenge or retaliation shall 
take place for injuries do:ie by individuals of the Six 
Nations to citizens of the United States, or for in-
juries done by citizens of the United States to in-
dividuals of the Six Nations. Instead, the treaty 
~equires that the party injured shall make a complaint 
to the other party. The article states that a complaint 
by any of the Six Nations shall be made to the President 
of the United States, or to a person appointed by the 
President. For injuries sustained by no~-Indians, 
complaint is to be made to the Chiefs of the Six Nations. 
Complaint is hereby made by the United States that in-
dividuals of the Six Nations allegedly have wounded 
citizens of the United ~tates as stated above. ----
The.treaty also ~pecifies that after a member of one 
party to the treaty has been injured by a member of the 
other party, such prudent me~sures shall then be 
pursued as shall be necessary to preserve our peace and 
friendship unbroken. This manner of maintaining the 
peace was, according to Article VII, to be used" ... 
until Congress shall make ·other equitable provision for 
the . purpose." Congress, in the year 1948, ·made such a 

I • 
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provision for the purpose of dealing with crimes com-
mitted on Indian reservations in New York by enacting 
25 U.S.C. §232 ~1ich co~fers criminal jurisdiction on 
the State of New York. 

By its terms that statute is applicable to crimes com-
mitted within reservations in the State of New York. 
Ganienkeh is not recognized by the Federal Government 
as an Indian reservation, although such a claim has 
been made by the members of the Six Nations residing 
thereon. The status of the land and the validity of 
the claim by the Six Nations are issues presently 
before the United States District Co~rt for the 
Northern District of New York . . 

However, the treaty provides that both parties shall 
pursue prudent measures to preserve their peace and 
friendship. I am of the opinion that prudent and ne-
cessary measures must be taken. Those measures, I 

<_would expect, should be: 
I 

' 

That the State of New York would proceed to in-
vestigate the shooting incidents with the par-
ticipation and coop2ration of observers or 
commissioners appointed by the Six Nations; and 

That all persons, including members of the Six 
Natio~s, shall be afforded all rights provided 
by the Constitutio:1 and laws of the United States 
and the constitution and laws of the State of 
New York. 

. The Bureau will endeavor to monitor ·the progress of 
the investigation and I would hope that the parties 

·----will ~ork together towards resolution of this conflict. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) Morris Thompson . 

Sec~etary'i Files 
Surname File 

Corrunissio~er of Indian Affc 
BIA Control Office 

Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs 

BIA Mailroo~ File 
SOL/Docket Files 
SOL/DEJones 
Indian Civil Rights Task Fe 
TJAlston Files 
SOL/DIA Reading File 
SOL/Hold Copy 
DEJo~es:ta 11/22/74 
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November 27, 1974 

Dear Mr. Hall: 

Wo are writing in reply to your letter of November 11 regarding the 
situation at Moss Lake. 

The relevant portion ol Article VII o! the Treaty with the Six Nations 
entered into November 11, 1794 provides as follows: 

AR TI CLE VII. 

Lest the firm peace and friendship now established 
should be interrupted by tho misconduct of individuals, 
the United States and Six Nations agree, that for injuries 
done by individuals on either aide, no private revenge or 
retaliation shall take place: but, instead thereof, complaint 
shall be made by the party injured, to the other: By the 
Six Nations or any of them, fo the President of the Uniter! 
Statos, or tho Superintendent by him appointed: and by the 
Superintendent, or other person appointed by the President, 
to the principal chiefs of the Six Nations, or of the nation 
to which the offender belon~s: e.nd such orudent measures ,. . 
shall then be pursued as shall be necessary to preserve our 

• peace and friendship unbroken: until the le~hlature (or great 
~ouncil~ of the United States shall mr:.ks other equitable 
provision fot" the purpose. (Empasis added.) 

The Congress of the United Statos did, as provided by the treaty, n1ake 
other provisions in 1948 and 1950 £or the resolution of dispute a, and 
tho punishment _o! criminal acts by the enactment 0£ two laws conferring 
Jurisdiction on the, State 0£ Now York. 
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Tho Act o! July 2, 1948 (62 Sta.t. 1ZZ4), 25 U.S. C. Sectlon 232, 
granted to the State o! New York criminal jurisdiction over offenses 
committed by or aginst Indiana on Indian reservations within the 
State. The Act of Seotcmber 13, 1950 (64 Stat. 845), ZS u. S. C. 
Section 233, conferred civil jurisdiction on tho Courts of the State 
in civil actions and proceedings between Indians and between one or 
n'loro Indian.a and any other person or persons. 

In view of the above, the provision~ o! the treaty having been superceded 
by later Acts of Congress, the President is no longer authorized to 
act. Any complaints or alleged acts o! wrongdoings are appropriately 
under the jurisdictinn of the State of New York. 

Mr. Louis Hall 

Sincerely, 

Norman E. Ross, Jr. 
Asoistant Director 
Domestic Council 

Secretary, Under the direction of the Gaiankeh 
• Council Fire 
Eagle Bay, New York 1333 l 

NEROSS/ee 

cc: White House Files 
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Pros id en-t Gr;r?..ld Ford 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Av~a 
·,fa.s hingtc-n i: D ~Co 

President Ford, 

·.rnis wj_J.1 ac-kn(':;·;lcd!:~ ""~.:-ccipt: of tho Comnl.tdnt of the 
Uni t?-d Statss dated l!ov8mbcr- 22; 197L_1,,, -co th8 :3 ix Nations 
Cor.f2dc!"'acy persLmn-'i; to tho Tr.32.:;;y of 179l~t Ar·::;icle VIL, 1'he 
G;:cand Ccuncil of the Six ;{r .. ticns C0.nfcder2.cy is 5.n v..3:r-sc~c-1cmt 
·Utat the prcvisi.ons of tho statu"co 2~ U"SvG.i ;'}2J2 do net s.pply 
to the a.1.legcd o.ffcm:;cs c:.nd thr:..t the tor-ms oi' the abo·,;2 !;·re~ty 
arc applie;ablc" I:1 E:-..y e:'i-·Dn-t; !! tte . Si.~ Nat5 ons Ccnft·do:r--'acy· rlill 
not bo bound by 25 UcS,.C" #2J2. 

The Grand Cc~mcil of the Six Nc:r:icr.s is cf the opin~c-n 
that the a:opro-oriate course of 2c·tion is for the r,;oh~.:.vlt Nation 
to eJ~crcise its a~.thc,~·ity to invc3-t5.Gatc t.i10 Co~:ilaint cf tho 
United States e This would app!:;;.r .. cc be- prcper bc~~:.:.se ·the 
alleged injm ..... 5.c:s tcok plaec- on ; :oh;;:.,·:k •i.:cr::.'i tofy -? .. nd the injuries 
were ?.llegedly en.used by peoµJ.e c,f Ga.,i0PJ.:.eh {ii"ich~wk) The 
Mohaw1: Nation is ful.ly cq::1petE1Jr';_; to inv-::stigate .;.nd da:;;cnninE:? 
the Comylaint according to the Great Law, Gaya.r.er.·el:cwap 

The Si~, r--:utlons Gc,1fcoe:i:acy \'Jill z,.ppoint or..e or mcra 
poraons to pa.1--ticipate in 2.nd 0·1ez·sr:e tho pz·ogress c,'f this 
i.nvesti6a·i;ion.. The Six :iz:c.5.cns Confederacy will r:ia.l~e a. report 
of the investigation of th2 :.:ohavik Ea:tio!"! in con.-.1~ction with 
·this Compla.int and will ad\•5.se the United States as to \'ihat-
action has been tatrnne 
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President Ford c» 2 C.ff Hcver::bcr 24 t .,, 07.~ ... . ., . 

Tho statement in the lette~ of Co~u}aint that 
indi vlduaJ.s of the Six Nations h~vc clair:~a -.;hit tho G~t)ienk::h 
territory is a reservation i:.1 incoJ:'l"oct,. Gan.iani~Gj1 is tho 12.nd 
which has tJoon thi:: ·;;cr1~i-tor.·y of -;;_:·,~ I,1oh&t:1~ r-:::::tio:, and -~;10 Six fiuticr.G 
since prior to tho exist3nce of the United Statas. 

In F.,c:di tion th~ G:..--c1.nd Conncil o:r the Six l-!:1tions ·wish.:;;s 
to nota that t}H3 Act of Gong:::·~s~:; of the unlted States t no1v 25 U 11S :C ~ 
i/2)2 11 cannot be ,~ccr-:ntsd .-~s f!.11 e:cn.:itnblc n::·~visio:i vii thin the 
m~anin" o.::- Ar_.·,cle " 71 oi' -'•!1c 'i'r; ... .,.y of ,·701.i ~·,y s•,r~h n·,..,c·•i"~on \:: _,_ £.:t .L 1,..., ... .£. _ t,. A---<-i.:.,, - ., 7o JU. ., "'"'~ !· - ,.,_,.,_ -
must 11 of courze~ have ths consent o:f th~ Si:: Natie:ns Coafodaracy" 

Sincerel;:r t 

Chief Gordon Peters 
Sec1--et2.cy - Si:·: Nations 

Under ~he direction of th~ 
Grand C,:wr:cil c~f the Six 
Hati ons Co!lfcc181~acy l _held 
November 2!:, 1')1'!Jo , 

en 



G A N I E N K K H 
• JNJEVi· ... NDLNT JWR'l'l-i AJ,:,;hICA?! IJCHAN ,ST."\TE 

,TT• Jcccmbcr 2, 197 

:.cJ-1!01:le~:l;C :-cce ip t of yot;r letter •.!:::t tc>d !~ov. 27, l ~74, \•a -ich con-
trt.d icts ti.e lc-ttE:r re:cei\•ed Ly U:ie :; ix :;3tions (:o;.fcdc:-racy fro:n :·r. • cr-
ris '.i'hor..pson, ::;o,·zissio1.er cf the 5ureau of Indian :·,rrairs , ::.:ep:.,:rtr.·c?"1t 
of tl,e Jnterior , actir,t; for tha Of:'ice c,f the Frf'sidei. t. 

:'i1·stly, yuur office 11 )0· cstic Council" sur;cests i :i tcrnal :~..atter 
\-;hich this oispute is ;·:ot. As it co:·: c0r,.s a trenty bctwce:·; t,,·o ;~ntior.s , . 
it is c:ir. in tcr.:<1 tiona 1 !I.at ter ,,:hich canr.ot be decided 1:, tt.e coL.rts of 
one of the na tio:-,s i ·:vol vcd. 

Your letter e :: phasizes the last se;.te: :ce of itrticle VII of tr.c i7•;J• 
-··-rrcuty: 11 ~mtil t!-.c lc-1-~islat1;rc (or great cnu::cil) of the r,dtcd _:tstes 

sh3ll ::.a!:e ot:.er ec:.itable nr0visior1 for t:-:e n;;roose. 11 
. ..c...;;.;;__:_;:;:._;;.;:...:::...._::.---C...-'- -----~----~_=-.;;;_c.,.;.;;;...c...;::-'--"--=~ 

The .': ix :: ;? tions Gc:1..:"'e: ~; C?rc1cy Gt the Crnnd Co1:ncil held r:ove r~.bC::-r 23-21t-
1974, was vc .. ry strcng on the insista ice tLat only the proced~;re set fcrth 
1~ Article VII of tte ?re~ty is acccptnble to resolve the dispute. Co:~·is-
sioi.cr n·,orr.pson7 acti!.g for tLe rreside:!t of tt,e ~nited St~tes, C:ccidC'd 
to _a bide by Article VII of t}.e :'_rea ty, Lut put in a word for ;:cw York 
State courts via a 1948 Congress ,\ct giving jurisdiction to rev.· York '.;;ta te 
1~ catters of cri~es co~~itted o~ Jndia~ reserves. The f11ited 3tates, 
U:ro\)~!. its co•·r:;issio. :E>r, fc-lt th-=t crii'11:,al jurisdiction . by ~:cw 'York 
f11lfilled t.r;e ''ec> i table prc,vision11 of Artcile VII of tJ-.e 1794 Tre:1 ty. 
As two parties ~re 1. .volved i:1 the Trecty the ''cc:uitab1e provis10!i'1 i:"..as 
to be! :efi t botr~ parties. :i.'t,e t\..10 p:::rt ies tnvc to agree a:.d tLe Six r.a tions 
Cor:federacy is not a rot;t to jeopardize a:-H! :.ullify its 1000 years old 
sovereig •. ty ~nd n;1 ti ontood by a r:rcei1!g to corr.e u!1der the F.ew York Stn. te 
crirr.1•:a 1 jt.risdiction. "I'be t':ii ted -~ta tes' interpret.:.a tion of "equitable 
provision" was, of co'..irse, tur :ed dow:1 in the reply to t!".e 11 President' s 
Cor:pla int". ·r.he CO!lf:ressiO;ia 1 equitable provision. docs r,ot be:.cfi t the 
.ax :·:ations Co :-i fejeracy ·and si ; Ce the Confederncy 'r:as not consulted in 
·the H.atter of rr.akirJg provisior:.s, it is illegal for the other party of tr;e 
'freaty to pres;;n:e autLority. • 

The Complaint to te r. .s. Preside:: t by the Grand Council of the Six 
nat!ons Co;ife~eracy very logically recorr.m.er.ded tr.at tt-.e :-:otawk Nation ,.-as 
coz.pete!"it to investigate tl~e Complaint of the t:n1ted States , in the rr:atter 
of t.te "shooting incide::-.ts" , a~d urged the U .s. aut~iori ties to 1:,vestiga te 
the U.S. citize:;s wLo, on 11 occasions, shot up tte ~ndia:1 carr,p. After tbe 
1r!Vestigat1o~s, t.he dispute would be settled by negotiations betwee:-.1. the 
l'nited ~tates a .d the ... ix !-:ations Confederacy. 1;0 nation signing a treaty 
has the right to put the otter nation on a reservation. GAJUEXKLH 1s a 
territorytofhthe ~oh;:iv Fation, not a reservation 'W!.ere the New York State 1 presumes o ave Jurisdiction. , · • 

Copies of this letter and of your letter dated Novemebr 27, are being 
for~arded to the Ambassadors of the ~orld seated at the ~nited f.ations. /4 L.._ __ 

SIGNED: .~~_..._'.o; .(~ .. 
.31:.CRi:.TARY - GA.NIF.t-:Y.F.H r.mrnrn l«'TPt? 



-

-
-



- --------

G A N I E N K E H M A N I F E 3 T 0 

Ganienkeh - ."Land of the Flint" ancient homeland of the Moha.wk 
Hation whose descendants, with traditional natives frora other Indian 
nation;, are moving back to repossess their natural heritage. Oth~r 
native nations throughout the world have regained their lands and gov-
ernments. The Nort~ American traditionals are sure that the Government 
of the United States and its general public shall see the justice and 
the rights of the A.uerican Indian people to such a move. 

•· Ganienkeh shall be the home of the traditional Red man. Here, 
according to the rights accorded every one else in the ~orld, the Red 
man shall exercise his proven government and society according to his 
culture, customs and traditions. According to the rights of the human, 
he has the right to operate his state ~ith no inte~ference from any 
foreign nation or government. Here the people shall live according to 
the rules of nature. Here the Great Law of the Six Nations Iroquois 

- -- Confederacy shall prevail. The people shall live off the land. The 
co-op system of economy .shall prevail. Instead of the people competint 
with each other, they shall help ~nd co-operate with each other. Here, 
they . shall relearn the superior morality of the ancients. 

It is not a bacbrard step. The way to a proper, moral government, 
a practical and worthy eccno::nic system and a proper, moral human 
relationship is true progress. What is regarded as progress in this 
day and age is a road to destruction. Advanced technology abuses natur 
The result has been the pollution of air, land, water and the human min 
A brief reflection reveals how abused nature repays in kind. The 
competitive society bre~ds frenzy, panic and tension. Under such a 
strain, the human mind breaks do~·m. The continued abuse of nature · shaJ 
result in . the complete mental, physical and social breakdown of the 
competitive society. The main objective of human intelligence should 
be the peace and happines3 of mankind on earth, not the profits 

- __, saturation of a few tycoons and the ,,rorship of advanced technology. Tl. 
kind of progress has brought the world to the brink of destruction. 

Let there be a ray of light somewhere. Instead of abuse of nature 
let there be an arprecintion of nature. Ganienkeh calls all native 
A~cr10~n Inrli~nP. who wish to live according to their culture, 
and tro.di tion. ·rrurli tlo:n.q,l Indians who answer the call and particip::i. 1 
in the project shall . be asked to prepare to meet unusual situations. 
Indians lived a million years without money and technology. They lived 
off the land. (Today's existing co-operative communities refuse Fami~y 
Allowance, Welfare relief, Old .Age :Pension and still live very comfor+-P.. 
Utilizing the co-op community s~rstem, the Indian State of Ganienkeh 
shall be a money-less state. The requirement is enough land to grow fL 
for all, enough grazing land for beef cattle or buffalo and enough t imb 
land for building mate ri~ls; and people who are ready to work toward·3 • 
success. 

The i:ohawk Land was lost in an earlier century b;r fraud and its 
by Hew Yorlc 3tate and the State of Veraont constitute illega 

usu:patt;cn. No deed signed b7 Joseph Brant and the New York State agen 
can ex : nguish the rights of the lfohv:raks to their own country. The nat 
~orth Americans not only have the rights but are duty bound to coa~CT 
T:~ :·l:i10?YG GOLi~ITTED B"I JOSEPH :iBANT _;ND TES N3".'1 YORK STATE AGENTS AGAIN 
THE r.:c:H~--!K NATI Or:. No individual Indian nor any indfvidual Nation of t 
Six Nations Confederacy has the right to sell or give away land without 
the consent of the Gr.=~nd Council of the Six Nations Confederacy. This 
was one of the f5.ndin6s of the H. Y. Senate investigating coID.J11ission wh1 
ende~ in 1922. • 

Joseph Brant, who was not even a membef of the Six Nations· Confede 
having 'before disqualified hh1self, did on March 29, 1797, with an alle. 
"po,·rer of attorney" make a deal w1 th the New York State in which he gaVt 
away all the. Mohawk land to the said New York State. Several months bej 
in NpveIJber of 1796, the same Joseph Brant with the same "power of attoJ 
gave away large tracts of land in Ontario to his British friends. It 
was called 999 year leases!! P.Q.1 .Q.Qil, that is, no revenue was to accn 
Brant loved the white people so much or was mesmerized by them, that ha 
pauperized outright, bia ow people to please his white friends. 

I 
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In a letter to the reprcse~tatives of the United Nations at San 
Francisco, ·California, April 13, 1945, the Six Nations Confederacy ata1 
strongly that Joseph Br2.nt ~.-,as never given the right to give away thei1 
lands. Even if they had given B1·ant the alleged ":power of attorney" 11 
still would be invalid as the deal would have to be consummated in the 
Grand Council of the Six Nations Confederacy. The fee simple is still 
vested in the Six Nations e.nd the :i:.fohawlcs have the aboriginal title t,1 
ancient Kanienkeh. No delf respecting n~tion on earth would accept th~ 

-~irty deal tanded out by Joseph Brant and the New York State agents. 

The I•.iohawk Nation, supported by traditional !forth A:uerican aborigi 
natives froa other native nations such as Ojibways, Crees, Al~onquins o 
others, shall move into the Mohawk homeland of Ganier.keh. The c~mbined 
nations shall establish the Independent North .American Indian State of 
Ganienkeh. The Gre .::. t L;:i.u-Gayane:tekowa-~-,hich has: lately spread all ove ·-·· 
native lforth America, shall be the Constitution of the Independent Nor·: 
American Indian State of Ganienkeh. The Mohal·Tk Nation is not breaking 
away from the Iroquois Confederacy. It is repossessing its homeland wj 
the help of other Red Indian tradi ticnals and at the sa:ne time exercisi 
its human rights accorded every one else in the world. Other native no 
of Asia and Africa hRve regained lost lands and human rights. The Unit, 
States restored Okinawa to Japan. we expect that the United States sha 
see their way to render the same justice to American Indians. 

To any premise that the Mohauk project is an internal matter cf an 
white people's govermnent, carta\n steps are he~eby taken along with 
pointing out that the Indian Nations have long had their own orgtJ.nized 
governments and aociet:r, greatly preceding the people who have taken b:, 
usurpation authority of this area of the world and these steps include 
declaring to the uorld, news of this move on the part of the tradi •;,1on, • 
Indians of North America. The re shall be comiilunica tion to every m~ t,ior 
on earth and to their embassies at the United Nations with a requeFt oi 
foreign relations with the countries contacted, even if only on rape:-. 
That the Indian State of Ganienkeh has this right is guaranteed by the 
United i~:1t.1.ono as tho aame right has been provided to new nations, · ·:~ho : 
n.,:t:~n.lly old OllP!:J who have formerly been likewise defrauded of th:-~ ir la , 
anti p;ovtl1·m11P.11ts. 

The U.~. is a meinber of the United Nations and sworn to uphold its 
principles. The U.N. proclaimed its Universal De-claration of Human Rig. 
in December 1948 and it provides in Art. 15: (1) Every one has the rig: 
to a nat~onality. (2) No one rnay be arbitrarily deprived of his 
nationality nor denied tl:.e right to change his nationality. 

·-re too are human and should. have the rights accorded every one els<. 
in the world; the right to ·our na tionali t ·•, t!le right of our nation to 
exist and the right to an area of land forJ our own territory and state 
where we can exercise our 01,'Il proven goverm:ent and society. 

Notices shall also be sent to the Presideut of the United States ar 
to the Governors of the States of New Yorl~ and Vermont. A request for 
foreign r~lations will be submitted to the u. s. Government. The pro-
cedure be1ng followed to regain the ancient 1;ohawk homeland is consiste1 
with human rights. Nature did not gi'le certificates of vossession to 
people she consigned to certain areas, Ours is the strongest naturally 
legal right known to i::an, aboriginal right. 

Message to Congress, July 8, 1970. 

"The first -~!le ri :!,:ms-the Indians-are the most deprived group in ou: 
na ti.on. On virtually evcr:r sc~le of u!easurement - employment, income, 
education, health- the condition of the Indian ueople ranks at the bott, 
This condition is_ the heri to.ge of centuries of injustice ..• The American 
Indians have been op~reseed and brutalized, deprived of their ancestral 
lands and denied the opportunity to control their o-;;n destiny." 

- President Richard 1-i. Nixon 

Today's white man may say that the injustice was done two centuriet 
ago and it has uotM.ng to do wi tb him. The present ~9hawk action b toe~ 
1974 and Will the white man continue to keep justice from the Indiarf? 

I 
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The l-1oha·wk project is the way to real self determination -"control 
their m·m destiny". It is the way for the Red Indian race to regain lr 
pride, lost belief in humanity and to offset escapes from reality like 
alcohol, drugs, and suicides that ~rt destroying the Indian people. 

From the ' PREAHBLE TO THE CON3TITUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

I 4 5 O 
(circa?) 

O°liONDAGA 

I am Deganawidah and 1ri th the Five Nations' Confederate Rotiyaner I pl. 
the Tree of the Great Peace •... Roots have spread out from the Tree of 
Great Peace, .. and the name of these roots is the Great ihite Roots of 
Peace. If any man or any nation outside of the Five Nations shall sho1 

a desire to obey the laws of the Gre:.it Peel.ca .•.• they may trace the r·oo·, 
to their source ... and they shall be welcomed to take shelter beneath tL 
Tree ...• 

I 9 4 5 
3AN F~ANCI 3CO 

We the peoples of the United Nations determined to save succeeding gen• 
erations from the scourges of war ... and to reaffirm faith in funda1uents 
human rights ... and to est2.blish condi tio:ilS under which justice and res• 
pect for l~w can be rnaintained,.,do hc~eby establish an internati onal 
organization to be kno-::-m as , the United Natio~1s. .... ·----- . . . . . . 

The noblest work of man is to find the formula for peace and happi 
for every one on earth. To that end the urgent needs of the natic 
of manki nd are proper, moral govern~ents, a practical economic system 
that elL,:1nates poverty and advanced human relaticnship. Down through 
the ages, the s;·rnrld 's wisest men have ever tried to find a formula of 
peace and ho.ppi.ncss for suffering and o.eprived humanity. We've read of 
thl"l •.~.rruJ.1..:ci of Socrate .:;, Plato, Aristotle and many others. Wise as th€;: 
were, they a11 -fri.ilP.d in this, manlcind's greatest work. 

Searchers for the formula have consulted the Holy Scriptures for 
instructions on devising a proper, moral government, but the teachers j 
the Good Book only spoke of Kingdoms, which are total dictatorships anc 
had no idea of the govern;nent of, for and by the people. As no one ~al 
the right to be king or queen,it sho~ed~no idea of truly proper human 
relationships. Not knowing how to eliminate pove.:-ty, the holy teachezq 
advocated poverty. Ask starving Indians in Northern Ontario reserves o 
destitute areas in Indian if they are happy and at peace. They represe 
people in the last stages of poveriy and live in absolute misery and 
wretchedness. The Holy ScriptuTes laid no claim to have a formula for 
peace and happiness on earth, only in the "after-life" - after .{ou'rc 
dead. Th~t's no good for people suffering the tortures of the damned 
in this life. 

The East had its own famous wise men, among whom was Confucius. W 
as they were, they too could not find the key to peace and happiness, a 
proper moral government, a practical econoillic system and human relation 
s~1ip. It took the N.orth American -Deganawidah to find the formula. He 
took f ro ll: natural righte ousncss ( Kari wiyo) and made a Code wi heh he cal 
Gayane rekowa - knolm as the Law of the Gre .:~ t Peace. The Wise l"lan of th 
ages, armed onJ.y with his Great L2.w, conquered .the five most fierce nat 
i~aginable i n hist0ry; the Mohawks, Oneidas, Cayu~as, Se~ecas and the 
Onondagas, t:.ni ted t~em in a Confcde racy (Kano:i.1son~1iom•'C in Mohawk), 
put the.i.!1 s~•mbolicall :.' in one Long House and created peace and happiness 
that lasted until t:1e whi tc man caiDe with his Dark Age. Gayane .cekcwa w: 
the world's first national consitiution and t .e first international law 
the_ first code of human rights. The Iroquois Confederacy was the world 
first people's republic with sovereignty for every one. All other coun 
tries were kingdoms and in a kingdom only the rnona~ch has sovereig~ty. 
Everything and every one belonged to the king. The entire world m?y th 
the Peacemaker Deganawidah for whatever rights and freadoms its people 
enjoy, BUT not all tho rights and freedoms in the Great Law were adopte 
The copiers kept full justice from their people. The7 left loorhole1 
through which they -may continue subtly to op~ress humanity •••• 
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There has been a continuous psychological warfaro waged against tl 
American Indians. It's evary bit as deadly as the one with guns. The 
casualties are the drunks, drug addicts, suicides, renegades and trait 
ors, all destroyed people. Indians are made to feel cheap and inferio 
It results in indentity conflict. Most Indians cannot find work in wh 
man's mainstream and have to go on welfare relief and arc called ~wel-
fare bums" to help thorn slide down in their self valuation. 

The establishment of the Independ :.nt North American Indian State 
' Ganienkeh offers a positive solution of the problems of Indians. They 
get 2.l1ay from the deleterious effects of welfa:.'.'e -relief life. They ca 
got away froa the slums of cities. They will live in fresh unpolluted 
air. They shall help build an Indian State. They shall regain lvst p:: 
They shall do it the,nselves. No longer shall white ;nan's govern-
ment say Indians are a burden on their country's economy via welfare 
relief. A well run co-operative · community needs no financial help l'the 
ever. The white man will no longer be hurt where it hurt~ the gost, 1 
the pocket bock. Wouldn't that alone be an 1nducive persuasion to thE 
white man to let go the captive Indians? The re ma;f be some broken doi , 
brainwashed Indians, ":'lho because of fear and inferiority complex shall 
afraid to go to Ganienkch- at first. 

The vanguard of strong, resolute men, woraen and chi'ldren who shaJ.: 
establish the Indian State are tradi tion2ls. They know their rights a:. 
are exercising it. The establishment of the Indian State gives the 
North American Indians an international personality and the right to 
establish foreign relations ~.,i th other nations - all the rights mentio:· 
above are guaranteed by the United Nations. Because of the nature of 
the movement, it is an international affiar, no an internal matte r . 

The prospective nembers of the new Indian State shall be ready t·c 
herbal preventative r,1edicine, to keep sickness to a minimum (see Chi.e.f_ 
Small boy's heal thy camp). By following the above, the Independent Nor· 
American State of Ganienkeh shall be free of the white man. For the 
protAct1 nn of the rights, culture, cus tm:1S and traditions of the Indi£. 
Jl()ople who part'\ cipa te and join in the p:toject, the following 1s propo 

A R T I C L E S O F A G R E E M E N T 
BY THE NATIONS --7ITHIN T~ 

Il~DEPENDENT NORTH Ai-1E1ICAN INDIAN STATE OF GANIENKEH 

P L E D G E O F A L L I A N C E 

Asscrabled this day on repossessed Mohawk land, representatives of var1 , 
North American Indian Nations have come to agree~ents with the host Mc 
Nation in matters attending the establishment of the Independent Nortl 
A~erican Indian 3tate of Ganienkeh on the said Mohawk Land and the 
assembled Indian Nations agreed on the ·following: 

1 • That the host No hawk Nation was dispossesse·d of its land by unjust 
actions on the part of a foreign people and its repossession was a re-
sult of a jotnt effort of the above mentioned Indian Nations whos ~ sig 
natures ap; ear belo i·i ; therefore the said North American Indian nations 
concerned shall share in equality the benefits, protection, privileges 
resources, production and the government of the said Independent }forth 
American Indian St~te of Ganienkeh. 

2. That the assembled North American Indian Nations do make, ordain a 
publish an ALL I .AN CE and take the Pledge on the Wampum that 
they shall forever defend and protect each nation in the Allian~e and 
the - Great Law of the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy, mankind'e first 
and greatest national constitution • 

. 3. That the assembled Indian Nations shall implement the Co-operative 
economic system to run t~e Independent North American Indian State of 
Ganicnkeh and that each member nation shall take a certain area to loc 
its co-operative cowmunitics and that every subject of the said Indepe 
ent North .American Indian State of Ganienkeh is a member of the co-op, 
with the right to an equal share of the production and to this end, ev 

•subject of the said Independent North American Indian State of Gan1enll 
shall pledge to do his share of the work to so earn bis share of the 
production. 
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4. That the assembled Indian Nations shall live off the land, grow fot 
every available acr~, keep livestock and preserve the environment. 

5. That each member Nation continue to Exercise its own customs an1 tr 
itional Indian spiritual ceremonies and each member Nation shall permit 
the other members to adopt any spiritual ceremony if they so desire. 

·To make sure that the project succeeds in all its phases, it has been 
proposed that all traditional Indians joining and participating in the 
project take th~ pledge of allegiance to the Independent North American 
Indian State of Ganic:r.keh, while holding the string of sacred Pledge 
Wampum in hand and the following words to be used in taking the Pledge 
are hereby suggestod: 

"I, ••••••••••••··••••••••, do pledge on the Sacred Wampum that I shall 
support, defend and protect the Independent North American Indian State 
Ganienkeh. I accept the Great Law of the Six Nations Iroquois Confcden 
as the Constitution of the Independent North American Indian State of 
Ganienkeh and do pledge to obey its laws and to defend it to the best aj 
my ab1.lity. I do pledge to worlc in the interest of all the people of 
the Independent North .American Indian State of Ganicnkeh who are engabe~ 
in developing the Indian State into an example of proper, moral governmc 
and society. I accept the co-operative economic system as the r.iost 
practical and worthy of the human state and do pledge to do rny full sha; 
of the work to help in its success. I pledge to co-operate fully with 
others who arc taktng t:1is Pled6c of Allegiance to the end that the peo1 
of the Indcpc:ndcnt North American Indian State of Ganienkeh may realize_· 
fully their human rights and know peace and happiness." 

---- M O H A ~-1 K C A M P r---- . 
This area is part of the land under the legal 

and aho:ri r:i n:'l.'l title of the Ho hawk Nation. 1le 
Mnl1,n-1l,S have rtd,urncd to our homeland. Wt th the 
help of other tradit1.on:tl Indians, we shall make 
a home for any and all Indians who wish to live 
according to their own customs, culture and tradi-
tions. • 

Native nations all ov.:?r the ~:orld, have regained 
,~heir lands~ The U .s. restored Okinawa to Japan. 
ile assUi.ile that this rendering of justice shall 
be extended to A~eric~n Indians and that this 
land shall be restored to the Mohawks. 

This C.AiiP 1s out to prove that the tradition-
~l Indians can live off the land without elec-
tr~city, noney, ~-,elfarc relief or aid of any kind. 
rfln te people are asked to help by not inte :tfering. 
·' 11 we need is to be let alone and live in our own 

All nations 
began with a 
camp. 

Canvas signs at 
road entran~t;B 
of camp. 

Sign ends ftith a 
plea to let the 
Red man rt~n his 
own life. 

,, 8:! ·-- •• ------ ·----- -----···----·----- -···----------__. 
• Any help from other nations, in the fom of letters to the U.S. GOV( 

ment, appealing to its justice and to render the samo to American Indianr 
or through pressure by tray of the United Nations shall be greatlv appre-
ciated. " 

The fact& in the above GANIENIG:H MANIF3STO were complied by Louis Hall 
Secretary-Caugbnauaga BraDch 

Six Nations Confederacy 
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Unjtcd States Dcpart1nent of the Interior 
BUREAU OF JNDIAN AFFAIRS 
• WASHJNGTON, D. C. 20245 

-~ 

·-'914 
~r.,'C 1 ' - 2~- I 6'J 

Law Enforcement Services 
16 Mt\Y 1974 

---. '---

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

Through: 

From: 

Subject: 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

_qC Acting Director, Off ice of Indian Services 9 
~N~ief, Division of Law Enforcement Services 

MILITANT INDIANS - NEW YORK STATE 

This office received a telephone call from Colonel Cashman 
from the Military Support Office, Pentagon reporting that a 
group of approximately 100 militant Indians have occupied a 
place called Eagle Bay in New York State claiming land as 
a reservation. The group is led by a Tom J. Cook a Candian 
Indian and he has stated that they anticipate from 400 to 500 
more Indians to join his group. It is also reported that the 
group is armed with long guns. 

This office will transmit further information as received. 

.... • 

, 

Save Energy and You Serve .America/ 

,,~ 
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»I J<El•LY rJ!raR. TO; 

Southeast Agencies 

United States Dcpartn1cnt of the Interior 
UU1{l:./\l_j UJ· 1:-,..;1>JN, /\FFAIRS 

\\!/\SHI;-.;GT0:--1, D. C. 20245 

May 17, 1974 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Files 

Joseph R. Gauthier, Community Services Officer 

New York Indians - Camp In 

Robert St. Arnold advised us by phone that a group of Indians are 
camping near Moose Lake, New York. The group is composed of mostly 
Mohawks from Canada. There may be several Oneida Indians in the 
group. They represent the White Roots of Peace from the Awkwesasme 
News and are claiming aboriginal title to the land. 

St. Arnold has been in touch with John Hathorn, Director of Indian 
Services, _State of New York. He advised that there is a 3-day limie 
on camping without a permit. However, they will not enforce this 
requirememt. 

Hathorn is well informed on the situation and he will keep St. Arnold 
advised. St. Arnold will send us some newspaper articles relating to 
this situation. 

k~R-1<.~ 
/J,sepfR. Gauthier 
Community Seryices Officer 

Save Energy and You Serve America/ 
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Southeast Agencies 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

May 17, 1974 

Files 

Joseph R. Gauthier, Com:nuntty Services Officer 

Uew York Indians - Camp In 

Robert St. Arnold advised us by phone that a group of Indians are 
camping near !foose Lake, ~~cw York. The group is cor:rposed of l!lOstly 
Mohawks from Canada. There be several Oneida Indians in the 
group. They represent the White Roots of Peace from the Aukwesasm~ 
!lews and are cla.i'L'li.ng aboriginal title to the land. 

St. Arnold has been in touch with John Hathorn, Director of Indian 
Services, State of New York. He advised that there is a 3-day liT'lit! 
on camping without a permit. However, they will not enforce this 
requiremernt. 

Ilathorn is vell informed on the . situation and he will keep St. Arnold 
advised. St. Arnold will send us some newspaper articles relating to 
this situation. 

cc: ~urname Chrony 112 Mailroom 
JRGauthier: lmb 5/17/74 

(Sgd) Joseph R. Gauthier 
Joseph R. Gauthier 
Co~.munity Services Officer 

\ 
' 
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GA!HENKJ.:!l INDIAN PROJECT 

PURrOSE A!W PLACE OP VISIT - In response to a request from Ka Kwi Ra Ke Ron 
ch,mneled thr.ou~h Ber.ton Rhoades of Agricultural }assions, Inc., visiced a 
grc-up of !r:d:fans camped on the 612 -· aci"e Hoss Lake si ce on Big Hoo:;e Ro~d 
ai:•out t"'O miles outside Eagle Bay, Hew York. Eagle Bay is approxin::ite1y 
60 miles north of Utica, New York cu Route 23. 

Th.? purp?se of the visit was to (1) gain ad<liticnnl info!'.uiation about thll 
"new" No!i.~\:k i;ation, (2) ascertain if possible the autl:e;.ti city of the group, 
(3) evalu:~te the extent and urgency of their needs anc! rcquezts; (4) ·ri:!C•;:u-
mc~d ~ppropriate action for HCC. 

OTHER CO!i'!ACTS - In addition to the iofon:a!:ion forw'lrded by .Renton P1wades, 
,._.-e had r10ticed on p:;.ge 19 of the june, 1974 :issue of Akwesas!1c Notes, a she.rt 
article indicating tl1at abo•lt 50 persons from the Mohawk Nation had occupied 
and ab2.n?.on{?d t:he Girl Scout Camp in the Adirondacks State Ps:rk. • 

For fu1·ti1c:r b::.tckg:::-o'.lnd I called L'ouis Bruce, forn!~r commicsioner of BL~· and a 
Mohawk h:imself. He is preseatly co-director of _tr,e Coalition of East~rn 

.., '-' Natlve Ar.erica!ls. He could give r.::e r.o new infonn:.tion but .suggested I call 
John Hathorn: tire.ctnr of Indian Affv.irs for the State of ?fow Yo_rk~ «nd/or 
No1..r..m '!ford, Se,:retary co the. Gov~mot of New Yo_rk. 

Joh:i llath~rn. was certainly aware of the situation although at preser.t the 
state is td.ing a strictly hands-off policy. He reported t~1e!."e "'as no vio-
lence or consultation \.'hen a 1:;roup of Indian~ occt!pied the area and .th~re 
have been no incidents since. Tha India11.s ~-,2-ve been very carf:ful not to 
clisrupt the whites in the area. Prior to the take over the 612 - ac~e Hoss 
La!,e site ·was purchased by the State as public land and entrance by ru1yone 
was a~tnally pror.il,ited. The Indian occupation h?-~ actually disrupted pri-
vat:? citizens in the area in any way. John Hathorn c.oubt.s if the Hohav~k 
Nation actually h~s treaty rights to the land ~nd h~ expects this to be 
tested in the courts at some future date. Since both the !'edl~ral and State 
governments are presently pt!rsuing a 1'hands-off" policy, be recc!.!!I:end.c:d 
our rcsy'hse to their rc~uest should be based on our own invest~gation and 
conscience. 

OTHER l-!Di"NONITE GROUPS There are six }:e~nonite Ch.1rch in · the croghan-W;;terto .. --n 
. area about 60 miles from this camp. Prior to the visit I called Ri~hard Zehr 

~ho serves as 3ishop for five of these six congregations. ·He expressed a 
keen i.r,t«::1·est in this grcup and acco:npaniec! ·me· rm t:his visit. Our ob:;ervat:ioi:.s 
2Ud re-actions to the visit were very sj_!:rlliar. 
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DOCUMENTS AND NEWS ARTICLES - Attached to this memo are three sets of -docu-
ments and news articles. · (1) Ganienkeh Manifesto, (2) -The Mohawk state!i;"?!llt 
of the occupation of t11e Hoss Lake area and solicitation for ~upport, • and 
(3) the series of news articles that appeared in The Observer-Dispatch, Utica, 
New York and the _Syracu3e News Times. 

FINDINGS i'J-:0 OBSiRVAT!ONS ·- Ka Kwi Ra Ke Ron and several chiefs . reet • us on 
our arrival at the canp. The main entrance· is secured by a gate and ''Gu.u-d 
House". They immediately -explained that the ca~p has maintained str_ict security 
allo\Jing in only Mohawks and other traditional Indians who would be willing 
to live off the land and to live in accord with traditional ·:-- spiritual beliefs. 
The press and all government persons hase also been excluded. \Je were escorted 
into a meeting r~om just outside the camp gate t~ ~eet with some of the Clan 
Chiefs, Clan Hot1-iers and other interested camp residence. 

They reviewed for us the Ganienl~eh Manifesto and stated t:h(>ir purpose in moving 
onto the land: "To build a nation of peace. thc:t kncws no ha'tred for any 
wan; to be self-sufficient and ask no one to ~ear anoth~r's burden; to use 
nature's gifts with care and respect; to live by_ the l~ws.of nature." 

l. We were not invited into the camp.· itself and - I doubt as non-
Indians if we should ever expect that sort of invitation in 
light of their desire for complete self-determination. 

2. In a meeting that ·was clearly planned for us 1 we were impres~ed 
with their clarity of purpose, their sincerity, and ded:tcicion. 
This could have been all staged, but i1e think not. ':.bair st_ory 
coincidented in amost all details with our otn€r contacts at 
the state house ~n Albany and with peisons in the surrol!D~i?& 
community. 

3. They seem determined to become economically and culturally self~ .. 
sufficient as soon as possible. They do not w~nt things given·· 
to them which they can ~roduce or purcha3e themselves·. • 

a. Their immediate request was for food but tlley seemed uncer-
tain about their ability to survive the coming winter with-
out additional warm clothing and in:proved housi_ng. 

b. They asked for agricultural. logging, carpentry tools. and 
equipment to make maple syrup _so ~hey could begin producing 
their own food and care for t~ewself. 

c. If the • Mennonite connnunity nearby vould of fer them hay or. 
grain, they would like to help in the harvest and receive 
their pay in food rather than having the ~~unonite haul 

. -things over and just give it to them. 



• 

4. Their approach is non-violate. They do not want consultation. 
"They are avoiding using any private land or infringing on the 
freedom or rights of the whites in the area. 

5. They allow no alcohol or drugs in . tl1e camp. 

6. We do not know how many persons are living in this camp. In-
s~ite of our direct questions and several list direct probes 
this information was ,dthheld and is a closely held secret for 

• "security reasons" I can only speculate on the meani_ng of that 
term. 

7. They are establishing a co-op system of economy where everyone 
shares alike both in the work and the wealth or lack of it. 

. 8. 

9. 
I 

I 
i 

10. 

They would appreciate an invitation to"visit Hutterite community . 
to see ·their economic system and ~rganization. . • 

Their camp has no electricity, telephone or running water. The 
Indians plan to keep it that way. They would appreciate an in-
vitation to an Amish community to learn how to pu;np water with-
out electricity and how to farm with horses rather than tractors. 

Many of the Indians in the present_ group came from Quebec to 
escape -an unhappy situation there. 

11. Most of the Indians have come from homes in areas with modern 
equipments. A return to nature is new for them and they la~k 
considerable experience. There will be some r~ugh days ahead 
if they stick it out. 

12. They hope eventually to establish a buffalo herd. 

13. Several of their spokesman would be willing to go to individual 
churches to tell their story. 

14. They plan to· clear enough land to raise crops and become sclf-
sufficient. They showed us their potatoe field which looked 
pretty good. Picking land in the Adirondacks to establish an 
~gricultural economy raised many questions about their ultimate 
success in this venture. 

15. Their goal is.to become self-sufficient and live entirely off 
nature. When this group exceeds 100 to 200 people, t11ey expect 
to begin another camp. It seens to roe for them to become self-
sufficient they will need to participate at least miniraally in 
the dollar economic. They hope to avoid this. 

16. They recognize that it will take 3 to 5 years to .become self-
sufficient and they will probably need outside help until then. · 

I• 
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Other Indian ~ations are helping them, but not enough to 
avoid seeking help from MCC and other white organizations. 
They do not want to accept·any government help such as 
welfare, food stamps, etc. • 

There is a "Walden II" philosophic· and feeling as you visit: this 
. group. 

REQUESTS - Their immediate requests are for food such as: potatoes 
beans, flour, oil or lard, powdered milk, corn, and meat. They also 
requested medical supplies, but were not specific in this request.· For 
the winter, especially for the children they need warm clothes, boots and 
rainwear. To establish themselves economically· they reported a need for 
axes an~ garden tools, for strong agricultural equipment such as a disk, 
cultivator, drag, wagons, etc~, a team of horses, the equipment to make 
maple syrup, _fencing, dairy cattle and buffalo breeding stoc~; nails,roofing 
paper and capentry tools. • • • 

.- . 
RECOHMENDATIONS - I'm recommending that MCC immediately s·end a large pickup 
load of food including potatoes, flour, lard or oil, bea~s, po-~dered milk 
and meat. There is some ~rgency for these items so I would hope this could 
be done quickly. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES Richard Zehr was very certain that his community 
would want t~ get involved with this group. They will not be able to respond 
immediately so he hoped MCC could bring the _first load of food. In the mean-
time he will be searching for the farm equipment and other equipment which 
the Indians requested. Since they are close by it will be easier for them 
to haul.this equipment over to the Indian corrniunity. He will continue to 
keep in touch with·this group and contact me at MCC if there are additional 
needs which the locate Mennonite community feels should be met but they wocld 
not have the resou~ces to do it. 

We should send a copy of the list of food which we deliver to the Indian 
coomunity to Richard Zehr so he is aware of all that we are doing. He would 
also appreciate copies of all correspondence regardi_ng this situation so 
he can keep informed. 

PL:lad 
-Attachment 

cc: Richard Zehr 
J. ·Benton Rhoades 
Lawrence Hart 
Ed Geers 

Dictated but not read 

....._ 
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34 TRF.ATY' WITH THJo; SIX NATIONS, 1794. 

ARTICU~ Ill. 

' • • .to ·iu 'e.thc· ·u~ti c • am h~ com~.!.!_~in~ 
the said Cherokee nation of Indians or a re IOCJ!ll:!'tiniei7esy·r.mll 
made ~ither by the treaty of Hopewell upcn the Keowee r· a, con-
cluded on the twenty-eiKhth of No,·ember~ one thou,;and Hn hun-
dred and eighty-fin~, or the afor.-_,aid t1·cat.y made upon I stun i·iver, 

n the second of Juh·, one thousand se,·en hnn<lred , , ninety-one, 
hereby stipulate, ln lien of nil former :;nms to h~ aid :rnnually to 

fu ish the Cherokee Indians with goods sui~1Lle • their use, to the 
amo t of fixc thou~and dollar:i yearly . 

..\RTICLF. IV. 

For eyer.- bo....e A d ~th • ' Ch k . t• • . tb • "t f stolen • ,uin to be II e IQ ero CC II,\ !On, Ill 01 C Smcen y 0 
ded'!ciet1 from tbe thPir intcntio in future, to preven 1c practice of stealing hor:,es, 
aanuur. attended with tl\ 1110:-:t pernil·ious c sequences to the li,·es and peace 

of both parties, hereby agree 1at for e,·ery horse which shall Le 
~tolcn from the w ·te inhahit1v s by any Cherokee Indians, and not 
returned within thre monr1!;(that the sum of fifty dollars shall he 
deducted from the sai ny of five thousand dollars. 

dTdh~•e arthlcle. In The articles now 1pulated wrU be consitlered as permanent additions 
a !Uon to t e lrtalJ h f • '- h h JI h O • • d J h of Holston. tot e treatJ~O I ,;ton, as soon t ey s a a,·e een rat1fie ,y t c 
. President of tl 'nited States and e Senate of the l:nited States. 

In witness f all and CHry thin,., herein det~rmined hctwe~n the 
United St. s of Amei-ica and the wh< '~Cherokee nation, the parties 
ham her into set their hand$ and sea in the city of Philadelphia, 
within 1e U nite<l States, this twenty-sh 1 day of .Tuue, in the vear 
of ot ,ord one thousand se,·en hundred an ninety-four. -
H . nox, Secretary of \\·ar, [L !1.] John :'\lcCkl ,ore, his x mark, IL. !l.l 

.:aki~::ke..·, or Taken out o( the Walahue, or t • Humming Bird, L !I. 
\\'ater, his x mark, [L 1..] Chuk-owee, his. muk, L. s. 

X°.::!~ta, or the Xorthwarcl, his x{L. s.

1 
~~~l~:;;ha~e!t: x 1 ~"lkr'k, ~: !: 

Cina.~aw, or the Cabin, his:,: mark, L. i;. Si tea ha, hi;i x mark, L s. 
Skyuka, his x mark, L. s. Keeuaguna, or the L) • g Fawn, 
Chuquilat.ague, or Double Head, his x mark, [L. s.] 

bis X mark, [1.. 11.) Chatak~el~::a, or Fowl •.,srrier, (L. s.) 

Done in presence of-
John Thornp~on, \Villiam \\'offord,of the StateofGeor la. 
Arthur Coo'3er, Interpreters, \V. ~IcCaleb, of South Carolina. :S..,. >---------"""".:.;,;. ·•rrf i'iiilt 'Jon r:s;"oFDfbW-.rre:""™'Samu,'!l'U itt~'"of'Philroelpma. • 

7 SlAt., Prorl11m•tinn. J111n. 
21, li!i-~. 

TREATY WITH THE SIX NAT IONS, 1794. 

A Treaty betwun tlie l/11ited States of .America, and tlLe Tribt:s of 
lndianll called the Six .Nation&. • • • 

The Pre::;ident of the United S~1tc.~ hadng determined to hold a con-
1erencc with the Six ~ations of Indi:rns, for tl1e purpose of remod1w 
from their minds all cause's of complaint, 1tnd establishing a fir111 nn~ 
permanent fricnd~hip with them; nnd Timotliy J>ickcri11g hei1w ap-
poiuted sole ngent for that purpose; nnd the agent had11g met and 
co11Cc1Ted with the Sachems, Chids n11d "'ardors of tl1c Six Natious, 
inn genernl council: Now, in order to acco111plish the goo<l design of 

---·----··---------------------------------·-------·------



. . TREATY Wl'l"H THE SIX NATIONS, 119-1 • 

this conference, the parties ha,·c agreed on the following articles; 
which when ratified by the l'resident, with the advice and consent of 
the S~nate of the United States, shall be binding on them and the Six 
~ations. 

.ARTICLE l. 

35 

Peace and friendship are hereby firmly established, and shall be per- ,hf::~~~:!ai~11end• 
petual, between the United States and the Six Nations. 

ARTICLE II. 

The Unl·ted States acknowledD'e the lands resernd to the Oneida Cert&ln 1"':ld~ se-q ' . ' cured to Indians. 
Onondaga and Cayuga Nations, m their respective treaties with the 
state of New-York, and called their reservation;;, to be their property; 
and the United States will ne,·er claim the same, nor disturb them or 
either of the Six Nations, nor their Indian friends residing thereon 
and united with them, in the free use and enjoyment thereof: but the 
said reservations shall remain their:-, until they choose to sell the same 
to the people of the United States, who have the right to purchase. 

ARTI'.JU! Ill. 

Tb I d f h S k • • b d d f JI B • • • Boun<1Rn· of lan,l~ e an o t c ene a nation 1:,; oun e as o ows: egmnmg on belonging ·10 the sen·-
Lake Ontario, at the north-west l'0rner of the land they sold to Oliver eCR nlltion. 
Phelps, the line runs westerly along the lake, as fat· as O-yong-wong-
yeh Creek, at Johnson's Landing-place, ahout four miles ea~tward from 
the fort of Niugani; then southerly up that creek to its main fork, then 
straicrht to the main fork of SteJman's creek, whid1 empties into the 
rive!Niagara, above fort Schlosse1·, nnd then onward, from that fork, 
contin_uing the same straight course, to that 1frer; (this line, from the 
mouth of O-yong-wong-yeh Creek to thr. rinr .Niagara, aborn fort 
Schlosser, hemcr the eastern boundan· of a strip of land, exte!1di11g 
from the same fiuc to Niagara river, wbich the Scneka nation cedcJ to 
the King of Great-Britain, at a treaty held ahout thirty years ago, 
with Sir William ,Johnson:) then the line runs along the rin!r Niagara 
to Lake Erie; then along Lake Eric to the north-ea,.;t comet· of a tri-
angular piece of land which the United States conveyed to the state of 
Peunsylrnnia, as by the P1·e:-ident's patent, dated the third day of 

........, )larch, 1792; then due south to the northern boundary of that state; 
then due east to the i-;outh-west corner of the land sold by the Scneka 
nation to Olirnr Ph..-lps; and then north und northerly, aloni Phclp;;'s 
line, to the plaec of beginnirw 011 Lake Ontario. Now, U1c United _.,. 
States acknowledge all the land within the aforementioned boundaries, 
to be the property of the Scneka nation; and the United States will 
never claim the :;ume, nor disturb the Scneka nation, nor any of the 
Six Nations, or of thei1· lndian friends re:;idiug thereon and united 
with them, in the free use and enjoyment thereof: but it :-hall remain 
their:;, until thev choose to sell the same to the people of the l'nitcd 
States, who ha,·c the right to purchu,..r.. . ' 

ARncu: IV. 

" 'The United State::1 had110 thus Jescrihed and nckuowledcred what S!x Mtionsnc,·er!11 

I <l L I . o o claun other huuls 111 nn s e 011g to the Oneidas, Onondagas, Cnyug-as nnd Scnekas, and the i:nitc<I SIil!"•· 
e,_1giwed ne,·er to claim the i-;alll<-', 11or to di:-;turb them, or anv of the 
Six :Nations, or their Indian friends residing thereon and united with 
them, in the free u,.;c nnd enjoyment thereof: Now, the Six Nations, 
nnd each of them, hereliy en~ag-c that they will ne\·cr claim any othe1· 
lnnu,; within the ho1111darics of the L' nitl'd States; nor C\"l'r di,..tu rl, the 
~ople of the V nitcd States in the free use and enjoyment thereof. 

/ 

----- ......... 
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TREATY WITH THE SIX NATIONS, 119-1 . 

.ARTICLE V. 
Right to mate aud The Seneka nation, all others of the Six Nations concurring, cede to 

use a road granted. h f d F S the l"nited States the dg to making a wagon roa from ort chlos-
ser to L'lke Erie, as far south as Buffaloe Creek; and the people of the 
United State::1 shall ha~e the free and undisturbed use of this road, for 
the purposes of tr.i.velling and transportation. And the Six Nations, 
and each of them, will forever allow to the people of the U oited States, 
a free pu.ssage throu~h their lands, and the free use of the harbors and 
rh·ers adjoining ana within their re:.pective tracts of land, for the 
passing and securing of vessels and boats, and liberty to land their 
cargoes where neces:sary for their safety. 

ARTICLE VI. 
l'n.-.cnt aad aaau-

llf. In con;;ideratiou of the peace and friendship hereby established, and 
of the engagements entered into by the Six Nation::;; and because the 
U 11ited States desire, with humamtJ and kindness, to contribute to 
their comfortahle support; and to render the peace and friendship 
hereby e:stahlished, strong and perpetual; the United States now 
delinr to the Six Nations, and the Indians of the other nations resid-
ing among and united with them; a quantity of goods of the value of 
ten thou,-and dollar:;. And for the same con::;iderations, and with a 

- view to promote thP. future welfare of the Six Nations, and of their" 
Indian friends aforesaid, the United States will add the sum of tht·ee 
thousand dollars to the one thousand five hundred dollars, heretofore 
allowed them by an article ratified by the President, on the twenty-
third day of April 1792;a making in the whole, four tbousarid five 
hundred dollars; which snail be expended yearly forever, in purchasirw 
clothing-, domestic animals, implements of husbandry, and other utc1~ 
silssuitcd to thdr circumstances, and in compensatinu useful artificers. 
who !-ihall reside with or near tlfem, and he emplo_\ed for their henetit. 
The immediate application of the whole annual allowance now stipu-
lated1 to be made by the superi11tende11t appointed by the President 
for ttic affair::; of the Six Nations, and their Indian frtends afore:;:iid. 

Re I a Ila I Ion re-
Jlntlnt:d. 

·ARTICLE VII. 

Lest the· firm peace and friend,;hip now estahlishecl shoulcl be inter-
rupted by the misconduct of indirn.hmls, the United States and Six 
No.tion5 agree, that for injuries done by inclividuals on either side, 110 
prirnte re\·enge ot· retaliation shall take place; but, instead thereof, 
complaint shall be made hy the party injured, to the other: By the Six 
Nntion;, or any of them, to the President of the United State:3, or the 
Superintendent by him appointed: nndov the Superintendent, ot· other 
person nppointcd by the President, to the princ1\ml chiefs or the Six 
Nations, or of the nation to w'hich" the offt•nder he ougs: and such pru-
dent n1easurcs shall then he pursued as shall tic necessary to preserve 
our pc:icc and friendship unbroken; until t!•c legislature (or great 
couru-il) of the l'nitcd State::; sh,\ll make othct.-_equitahle provision for 
the purpo:-;e. . r 

Non:. It is dearly undtir.stoo<l by the parties to this trculy, that the 
annuity stip11latecl in the sixth article, is to be applied to the bcuelit of 
such of the :-;ix :-..-ations.nnd of their lndinn fnends united with thc111 
as nforc:-nid, as do or shall reside within the boundarit•s of the lfnit1?d 
Stales: For the United Stall's do uot interCcrc with 11atio11s, tt-il,1.·s or 
fumilics, of Indians cl:-,cwherc resident. • . 
--------- -------- -- --- ----- --------- --· ----· ---- -----·-

0 It ap1•t-ar,i that thi,i lct•aty w:t"' IIC\'cr r.itilic,1 by the R~•uate. See American Stale 
Pl&Jit:r!!, lwlian ,\Hain,,, vol. I, JI· 2:1:?. Al~o, po:-t 11):!i. 

/ 
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TRF.ATY WITH THF. O!'i'EIDA, ETC., li9-l. 

In witness whereof, the i-:iid Timothy Pickering-, and the snchems 
and war chiefs of the said Six Xations, have hereto set their hands and 
~c.als. 

Done at Konond:iignn., in the St:ite of New York, the eleventh day 
of ~o,·ember, in the year one tho11:-and :;e,·en hundred and ninety-four. 

Tauhoomlo:r, hi!' x mark, or Open 
the Way, [L. s.J 

Twank~washa, his x mark, [L. 11.) 
Sequittongquee, his x mark, alias 

Little Bear.I, [ ,_ 11.] 
K0tljL'Ote, his x mark, or Half • 

Town, [r. ,c.] 
Kenjau:111gns, his x ·111arlc:, or 

StmkinJ.! Fish, {'· 8.) 
Soonoh_'luauk:11~, his x mark, L. "· 
Twennu·ana, hrs x mark, ,_ "· 
Jishkaa~,a, his x mark, or Green 

Gra~Jrnpper, alia,i Little Rilh·, 1L ,._l 
Tngg.,h,hotta, his x mark, • r.. s. 
Tehon;;:·ag_anna, his x mark, L 8. 
Tehongvoowu~h, his x mark, L. 8. 
Konneioowewt, hill x mark, r.. 11. 
Tioohqnottakanna, his x mark, ur 

Woods on Fire, [r.. io.J 
TaoundaUtke,<h, his x mark, [L. IC.) 
Honayawu!!, his x mark, aliai; 

Farmer's Brother, [1. IC.] 
Sol!'lrlOYawauthau, his x mark, 

aha.~ Rcoi Jat.:ket, [r.. IC.] 
Konyootiayoo, his x mark, [r.. ~} 
Sauht.akaon~,·e('!!, his x mark, or 

Two 8kies of a length, 1•- ~•-i Ounna.~hattakau, his x mark, r.. ii. 
Kanngyaneh'lnee, his x mark, L. s. 
8ooayouwan, hi" x mark, L. 
K:mj.,a;:-.1.onh, his x mark, or I h•ap 

of l>o,::~, !'• s.l Soonooh~hnowan, his x mark, L. s. 
Thaoowaunia~, his x 111ark, , .. "· 
Soonon,::joowau, his x mark, 1 .. "· 
Kiantwfi11uka, his ::c mark, alias 

Cornplanter, f '- ,c.] 
Kaunehi;hon:;goo, his x mark, L. !!.] 

Timothy Pickering, [r.. 11.] 
Onoyeahncc, his ::c mark, [r.. M.} 
Konneatorteeooh, his x mark, or 

tlancl!'Ome L"lke, [r- s.] 
Tokenhyouhau, his ::c mark, alias 

Captain Ker, L. s. 
Ont>shauee, hrs x mark, r.. s. 
Hen,lrick ..\npa111nut, L. s. 
David XCC"sounhuk, his x mark, 1 •• IC. 
Kanat-.oyh, alias .Xicholas Ku!-ilt, 1- !i. 
Sohhonteoc1utmt, his x mark, r.. io. 
O<>tluhL~ait, his x mark, 1 •• 11. 
Konoohqnnl{, his x mark, L. s. 
To.~:<on)C!aulolu", his ::c mark, I'- 11. 
John Skencmloa, his X mark, ,_ II. 
Oneatorlceooh, his x mark, r.. s. 

_, Ku.•sauwatan, his x mark, L s. 
Eyootenyootauook, his lC mark, ,_ K. 
Kohnycaugoni, his x mark, alias 

Jake Stroud, [1.. s.] 
Shaguie!'.!, his x mark, [r.. s.J 
Teeroo~, his x mark, alias C.:iptain 

Pmntup, • • {'- "·j Sooshaoowau, his x ,11:1r'k, L s. 
Henry Young Brant, his x mark, 1 .. s. 
~s::;:oowanna, hi! x mark, or Big!L s.l 
Ona.{hhah, his x mark, r.. s. 
Hot.oshahenh, his x mark, L. ll. 

, ~auk_?n<lanaiv~, his x mark, ,_ ll. 
. ~on,hvauka, hrs x mark, L. s. 
Kossi~htowan, his x mark, 1. s. 

his x mark, or Fish

1
,_ "·l 

Tohconggo, his x mark, ,_ i4; 
Oot."tgua,>'<>, his x ·uuuk, L 11. 
JC>Ononcl.u1wao11t·h, his x mark, , .. "· 
Kivauhaonh, his x mark, 1. "· 
Ootaujeaugenh, his x mark, or 

Hruken Axe, [1. ,c.] 
Witne:;.<;cs: 

brae! Chapin. 
William Sheparcl, jr. 
James Smedley. 
John Wickham. 
.Augustu:i Porter. 
Ja111e.;1 K. Garnsey. 
William Ewing. 

Israel Chapin, jr. 
Horatio June>', 
Jo,:ep!. l-;mith, 
Ja...,1,cr Paril!h, 

In lerprcters . 
Henry ..\bt.•ele. 

\\0J1E1t>:AS,· in the a ~r between ritai11 nnd the United 
Stall's of A111cric.·a', a body ol"'th.~Q1_!Pya- and Tu,-corora 1111d the Stock-
Lriclge Indians, ndhcrcd failhf1Jl/fu{.li_e Vnitccl St.ates, and nssi,-ted 
tl1c.111 with their wu!-ri~<1i11 conscyht-~f this ndhcrcnc_c und 
ftss1,-t:rncc, the O.!J£J'1:r.<and TlL-;cororns, nt an "'Un{ortunatc period of 
the war1 w~~lfl\·e11 from their homes, an~l _their, ~~·ere. burnt 
nncl t l1~.1-i1',r~pcrty destroyed: Ancl ns the C 1111l'd Slates i II ll1-c-i1111e of 

j;!AA~i,.;tu .. -,, a~iow-kt½,-ed-t-}reh-t,b}ig:itiom>ttrth--c-;trmfCTiTitifr~:i~ 
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1224 l'UHl,10 LA WS-~119. sro, S10-J UJ,Y 2, 1,1s 

(Cl I APTER SO~) 
AN Ac·r 

Jul7 2, 11111 
· as. Jr.'-JJ To confer j11ri1-diction on tl1c St.-ll.c of New York with rc·.spccl t.o offcns'3 corn. 

7i•u1;11c1::;1etM}- tnit.t.cd on Jndbn rc.-scr\'r..(ions wit.hin such St.'\te,. . 

Jo.,ian rc,._,,.-.Uon,, 
N. Y. 

1uri..Jlctloa over of• 
ftr.,..s. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and llouse of Rcpra.enlative1 of lM 
United Slate, of America in Oongres3 assembled, That the State of 
New York shan l1:1.Yo jurisdiction over ofTcnc;cs committed by or against 
Indians on Indian reservations within the Slate of New York to the 
S.'\ITIO extent as tho courts of the State ha.YO jurisdiction over offen~es 
committed elsewhere within tho Sb.to as defined by tho Jaws of the 
State :Provulc":., That nothing contained in this Act shall be construed 
to dcrrive nny 1ndian tribe, band, or community, or members thereof,. 
hunting and fishing rights as guaranteed them by agreement, treaty, or 
custom, nor require them to obtain Stale fish and game Ucenscs for the 
exercise of such rigbls. 

Approvcd_July 2, Hl48. 

-----

/ --- - _____ ,.._ --

----------------------
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J.CH . .\PTER 947} 
AN ACT 

ro confer jurisdiction oo the court., of the St.ate of New York with respect to civil 
actions between Iodiaos or t-0 which Jndisos are parties. 

Be it eMcted by the and H ou-~e of Representa-
tit:es of the United Stales of America in Congress a,.ssembled, 
That the courts of the State of N cw York under the laws of such 
State shall have jurisdiction in civil a.ctions and proceedings between 
Indians or between one or more Indians and any other person or 
persons to the same e:xtent as the courts of the Slate shall have 
Jurisdiction in other civil actions and proceedings, as now or here-
after defined by the Jaws of such State: Pr01,--i.ded, That the gonrn-
ing body of anv recognized tribe of Indians in the St.ate of New 
York shall have the right to declare, by appropriate enactment 
prior to the effecti,e date of this Act, those tribal laws and customs 
which they desire to preserve, which, on certification to the Secretary 
of the Interior by the go.erning body of such tribe shalJ be published 
in the Federal Register and thereafter sha.11 govern in all civil cases 
involvin~ reservatwn Indians wl1en the subject matter of such tribal 

'--" laws ana cust-0ms is involved or at issue, but nothing herein con-
tained shall be construed to pre\"ent such courts from recognizing and 
gil'ing effect to any tribal law or custom "hicb may be proven to the 
satisfaction of such courts: Provided further, That nothing in this 
Act shall be construed to require any snch tribe or the members 
t.hereof to obtain fish and game licenses from the State of New 
York for the exercise of any hunting a11d fishing rights proYided 
for snc.h Indians under any agreement, treaty, or custom: Providerl 
fw·ther, That nothing herein contained shall be condrued as sub-
jecting the Jnnds within any Indian rcsenation in the St~1te of 
New York t-0 taxation for State or local purposes, nor _as snbje-etirw 
any such lands, or anv Federal or Stat(' annuity in favor of Indian~ 
or WI ndi an tribes, to execution on any jud~nent • rendered in the State 
courts, except in the enforcement of a Judgment in a suit by one 
tribal mc:mber against another in the matter of the use or possession 
of land: And provided furtlier, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed as authorizini the alienation fron;. any Indian nation, 
tribe, or band of Indians 01 any lands within any Indian reservation 
in the State of New York: Provided further1 That nothin" herein 
containc·d shall be construe<l as conferring jurisdiction on tb"'e courts 
of the State of New Yo.rk or making applicable the laws of the St.-ite 
of X e,r York in civil actions involving Indian lands or claims with 

-·-- .. _ ---- -· . - --------·--

. ,_ 
ScplvD ber 13, I W.O 

1s. 1921 
!Pu hlic L,,w l'llSJ 

CiTII actions, ek .. 
~tween lndfans. 

1urisd ictioo of 
N. Y.Courta. 

Pn~r~atioo of tri-
be.I laors, de. 

Fish and game 11-
ren.-cs.. 

Nontaiability ol 
lands w:lhin re.,.,,-va-
tion, ctc.. 
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l'llHJ,IC J.,., ws---C.~HS. ,n. !HS-SE1•·.r. ]3, ]~l:x) 

respect t.hneto wJ1id1 ·relate lo transactions or cnnts ir:m~piring 
pric,r to tl1e effective date of this Act. ._ , • 

SF,e. 2. This Act shall take dfcct two years after lhe dale of its 
p::issage. • • • •. .,. 

Appron"d Scpt~mber 13, 1950. 
t ., 
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DuREAlJ oi7 }SDI .. \ ~ i 
W,\SIIJSGTON, D. C. 

~tn\/) 7 ,Q74 
l'(v\ • ·- ' ' ~,1 .. r.~;'f127 • _-_~J • • .-I cf-.,1it,. 

I I Chief Leon Shenandoah /1/: R.D; 1 • 
Nedrow, New York 13120 

/' To the Chiefs of the Six t
·-:··· ··-... .. ·. j' 

- ···•.·'"'···· 
----------

......., 

-. I 

,; 

I 
I 
I -l . 

•. 

Nationt 

I have been informed through the Office of the President 
that two United States citizens, April Madigan and 
Stephen Drake, were wo-..inded by gunfire· on October 28, 
1974; which allegedly came fro:n the Indian encam;>ment 
known as Ganienkeh, near Eagle Bay, New York. Accord-
ing to reports, the two individuals in question were 
wounded in separate incidents while traveling on Big 
Moose Road near the settlement. 

Article VII of the Treaty of Canandaigua, 7 Stat. ·44 
(Novem~er 11, 1794) between the U.S. and the Six Natio:ts 
provides that no prlvate revenge or retaliation shall 
take place for injuries doae by individuals of the Six 
Nations to citize:ts of the United States, or for in-
juries done by citizens of the United States to in-
dividuals of the Six Nations. Instead, the treaty 
~equires that the party injured shall make a complaint 
to the other party. The article states that a complaint 
by any of the Six Nations shall be made to the President 
of the United States, or to a person appointed by the 
President. For injuries sustained by no~-Indians, 
com?laint is to be made to the Chiefs of the Six Nations . 
Complaint is hereby made by the United States that in-
dividuals of the Six Nations allegedly have ·wounded 
citizens of the United ~tates as stated above. ·---
The . treaty also ~pecifies that after a member of one 
party to the treaty has been injured by a member of the 
other party, such prudent me~sures shall then be 
pursued as shall be necessary to preserve our peace and 
friendship unbroken. This manner of maintaining the 
peace was, according to Article VII, to be used" ... 
until Congress shall make . other equitable provision for 
the . purpose." Congress, in the year 1948, -made such a 

I 

.•... ···~··. ·-. 
w 
I 
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. . 
provision for the purpose of dealing with crimes com-
mitted on Indian ·reservations in New York by enacting 
25 U.S. C. §232 w!1ich co:1fers criminal jurisdiction on 
the State of New York. 

By its terms that statute is applicable to crimes com-
mitted within reservations in the State of New York. • 
Ganienkeh is not recognized by the Federal Government 
as an Indian reservation, although such a claim has 
been made by the members of the Six Nations residing 
thereon. The status of the land and the validity of 
the claim by the Six Nations are issues presently 
before the United States District Co~rt for the 
Northern District of New York. 

However, the treaty provides that both parties shall 
pursue prudent measures to preserve their peace and 
friendship. I am of the opinion that prudent and ne-
cessary measures must be taken. Those measures, · r 

.___would expect, should be: 
I 

I 

That the State of New York would proceed to in-
vestigate the shooting incidents with the par-
ticipation and coopzration of observers or 
commissioners appointed by the Six Nations; and 

That all persons, including members of the Six 
Nations, shall be afforded all rights provided 
by the Constitutio:i. and laws of the United States 
and the constitution and laws of the State of 
New York. 

. The Bureau will endeavor to monitor ·the progress of 
. the investigation and I would hope that the parties 
·----will work together towards resolution of this conflict. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) Morris Thompson _ 

Secretary's Files 
Surname File 

Commissio~er of Indian Affa 
BIA Control Office 

Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs 

BIA Mailroo~ File 
SOL/Docket Files 
SOL/DEJones 
Indian Civil Rights Task Fe 
TJAlston Files 
SOL/DIA Readin~ File 
SOL/Hold Copy 0 

D~Jones:ta 11/22/74 
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Presiderrt G:7;·cc:1.ld Ford 
"'-' White House 

1600 Penhsylvania Avea 
Washington~ D,Co 

Pr,csident Ford, 

·rhls will ac-knc-.•,!lccg~ .:.~c-ccipt. 0f the C~mplatn"t of the 
Unit9d States dated Uo~~mber 22~ 1974~ to tha Six Nations 
Cor.f2dcracy persuant to tho Tr,:;!:'":.ty of 1791~. Ar·~icle VII., 'l'he 
Gr-and Council of the Six ,{aticns C0i1:fcder2.cy is 5.n ~.3:rec~cinnt 
t;iat the prc.-is.5..ons of tho statl'!.to 2:; U"S.,C,i ;)2.32 oo not apply 
to the P, leged offences a.nd thr-:.t the tor-ms of tf1c abo~;2 a·re3.t;y 
ere applie;~.blc" In c.~1y evon .. ;; 0 ttc Si~ Natj ons Ccn:fcdor·::1..cJ'.:· v1ill 
not bo bound by 25 UcSnCo #2J2, 

The Grru1d Council of the Six N~ticns is cf the opinion 
- that the, appropriate course of action is for the !,'.oh:: .. wlt Natic,n • 

t ,. e~•c_....,,..,~ --::~ 1• ·~s ~••·'·}1,.T·].• -'·y .,_0 i n~rn•~·'-i rr•~•,.. -1-:1n (',,:~.,.)1 !::ti fl.., 0.c, ·'•l-,~ v ~..-,. L~.1..-.r- :., '4.v:.t, '-"'-· t, "" _ .i.-....,::,~ .• t.>'-"'- 1.•.., ._ J'-'-•..:..--c-... t, 1.l. l,.-:1.-

United Statcse This would appsar to be proper bc~euse the 
alleged inju:c5.cs took place· o.;1 i :oh:::.,::k ·t.'.cr1'i totj,r ?.nd the injuries 
were Hllegedly cn.uzed by peopJ.e c.,f GanieflJ~c~h (i,ich~w!d.. The 
Mohaw1: i-lation ls fully_ cq:::ipetant -t;o inv(;c-.;tigate c.nd d0::;erminE:? 
the Compl c.int according to the Great La\'! r Gayar.crel:owa" 

The Six Nutlons Cc;1feo ei.---acy ,·,ill 2.ppoint one or more 
p0raons to participate in and o·-1c-.,:r:sae the p.r·ogress of th.ls 
f.nvesti 6ation.. The Six :,at5.cns Ccnfader--clcy will mal~e a report 
of the, investigation of thz :,:oharik Eatio!1 in con.·.·wction ·with 
·chis Complaint a..11d will 3.d\r5.se -the United S·tates as to '<'ihat-
action has been taken. 

/ 
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In the evtint that the above r.::cc..S~'i.i"'GS are not agre::e::J~J.c 
to the U.ni tcd Str~tcs~ d.i.Gcu.:::;s5.on!3 rav.s-;; be: .p:-:--or,13>t2y t>.:!der-;;akc.'1. 
• .. .. · • ' • S. ~, .. ..,. 11 • • d -, ., . ce~~ccn rapre3an,a~1ves 01 ~ne ix ~a~ions ana ~.a -~i~e ~~a~33 
to d~termi11a a mntually agr.;:;cablc cou::..'so of '-ctionc 

\ 

Tho statemont i.n the lc-t-te1"' of Cor.n::1 aint ti1at 
individmus of the Six Nations have clnir:e6 .,~hi.t the G.~;-iien!~oh 
" • .,_ • ...... • • t ,.. • ' ' • ' 1 d ~crri 1..cry :i.s a rceer-vc:. i.1on l.;j .:i..ncor!'ec ,. \jan:,.cn1~0.1 is tao 2.n 
,·1hic.h has baon th~ ·;,:crr-i·~or·y of -;;,:·le Moh~·.-.-!~ 1-::::1:cio:1 and -~ha Six rit-:.ticr:s 
since prior to th.:, Gxist~ncc of tto United Sta:t:2s. 

In c1cdi tion th~ G:cand Council of" -the Six l·!ations wishas 
to n _..,.!,.a th..,,·t .,.•,,n ~c+ 01· ... t•r,n,;·,,::,,-.rc, '"\f' -'·hr, ru·l"'.: "•r.,a· ,•.•·a .... ec• "'0'" 25 u s .-: vl, 1,,;1.. ""·~ -• v v....,.._ 0 _c;.o., '-" ... ll .... _ •. Lt,_ 01, c., i:;>f 1L " " :\.,;s. 

#232~ ca;1not be ,,ccr:p:ted ,!.S Hn .::qt:.itnblo p:::-~visio11 within the 
meaning of Ar•,icJ.e VII of t~w 'l'reaty of 1791~.. lu1y such :prc·.rif.lion 
mustll of e:ourn0~ have ths cor.scn-i; of th:! Si;: Hations Confod,jracye 

Sincerely, 

Chic.f Gordon Pe"'cers · • 
Secret2.cy - Si:-: Nations 

Under the diraction of 
Grand C~m:cil c~f the Six 
Hati on.s Confede.r-acy, .held 
November 2!:- f 19710 , 

c-n 
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November 27, 1974 

Dear Mr. Halla 

We are writing in reply to your letter of November 11 regarding the . 
situation at Moss Lake. 

The relevant portion ol Article VII of t.he Treaty with the Six Nations 
entered into November 11, 1794 provides as follows: 

AR TI CLE VII. 

Lest the firm peace and friendship now established 
should be interrupted by the misconduct of individuals, 
the United States and Six Nations agree, that for injuries 
done by individuals on either side, no private revenge or 
retaliation shall take place: but, instead thereof, complaint 
shall be made by the party injured, to the other: By the 
Six Nations or any of them, 1o the President of the United 
Sta.toe, or tho Superintendent by him appointed: and by the 
Superintendent, or other parson appointed by the President, 
to the principal chiefo of the Six Nations, or of the nation 
to which the offender belongs: and such !)rudent measures 
shall then be pursued as shall be necessary to presorvc our 

• peace and friendship unbroken; until the lcc:?l:Jlature (or great 
council): of the United States shall ma.ka other equitable 
2rovision for the purpose. (Empasis added.) 

Tho Congress o! the United States did, as provided by the treaty, m.ake 
other provisions in 1948 and 19 50 for the resolution of disputes, and 
the punishment o! criminal acts by the enactment of two laws conferring 
jurisdiction on the, State 0£ Now York. 
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The Act of July Z, 1948 (62 Stat. 1Z24), 25 U.S. C. Section Z3Z, 
granted to the State of New York criminal jurisdiction over of!enses 
committed by or aginst Indians on Indian reservations within the 

· State. The Act of September 13, 1950 (64 Stat. 845), ZS U.S. C. 
Section 233, conferred civil jurisdiction on the Courts of the State 
in civil actions and proceedings between Indiana and between one or 
n1oro Indians and any other person or persons. 

In view of the above, the provisions of the treaty having been superceded 
by later Acts of Congress, the President is no longer authorized to 
act. Any complaints or alleged acts of wrongdoings are appropriately 
under the jurisdiction of the State of New York. 

Mr. Louis Hall 

Sincerely, 

Norman E. Roas, Jr. 
Asoistant Director 
Dome a tic Council 

Secretary, Under the direction of the G&iankeh 
Council Fire 
Eagle Bay, New York 13331 

NEROSS/ee 

cc: White House Files 

... 
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November ?.7. 1974 

Dear Mr. Blumberga 
,, 

Thank you for your letter of November 14 regarding the October 28th 
separate incidents in which two persons were wounded by gun.,hot fire 
while riding in vehicles traversing County Road /#1 in the Township 
o! Webb. Herkimer County, New York. 

The relevant portion of Arti<:le VII of the Treaty with the Six Nations 
entered into November·11. 1?94 provides as followai 

ARTICLE VIL 

Lest: the £inn peace and friendahip now established 
should be interrupted by the misconduct of indlriduals, 
the United States and Six Nation.a agree. that for injuries 
done by indiYldnals on either aide, no private revenge or 
retaliation shall take place; but. instead thereof. complaint 
ahall be made by the party injured. to the other: By the • 
Six Nation• or any of them,. to_ the President of the United 
States, or the Superintendent by him appointeda and by 
the Superintendent. or other person appointed by the President. 
to the principal chief• 0£ the Sis Nations, or of the nation to 
which the offend.or belongs: and such prudent meuures shall 
then. bo pursued as shall be necessary to preserve our peace 
and friendship unbroken; until the legislature (or great council) 
of the United States shall make other equitable provision for the 
purpose. (Empasis added. ) 

The Congress of the United States did, as prorided by the treaty. make 
other provisions in 1948 and 1950 for the resolution of disputes, and the :'1 
punishment of criminal acts by the enactment of two laws conferring 
juriadictlon on the State of New York. 

.. ·-·.·---.. ... .. ...... - ;.:-- .. : ,,, __ ; 
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The Act ot .Tuly z~ 1948 ( 62 Stat. 1224),. 2 5 U. s. C. Section 232, 
granted to the State of New York criminal jurlsdictlo!\ over oUen•e• 
committed by or againat Indians on Indlatt l'eservationa within 
the State. The Act ol September 13, 1950 (6-4 Stat. 845), 25 U.S. c. 
Section 233.- confsrred civil jurisdiction on the Courts o1 the State 
in civil actlona and procoed!nga between Indiana, and between one 
or more Indiana and any other person or persona. 

In view ol the above, the provisions of the treaty having been aupercedod _ 
by lau,i, Act, ol Congl"eas. th4 President la no longer authorized to 
act. Any complaints Ol' all"ged acts of wrongdoing II us appropriately 
under the juriedlctlon o£ the State of New York. 

Mr. Henry D. Blumbel"g 

Norman E. Roaa,, 1r. 
Assistant Director 
Domestic Council 

Attorney • He~klmer County 
He:rkimel' County Court Hou•• 
Poat Olllce Box 588 
Herkimer. New York 13350 

NEROSS/ee 

cc: White House Files 

. . :::. . 
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.G A N I J-; Ii K K H 
INJr~fENDhNT lWii'l'li AJ·'.J;i-iIC..U! INJIAN .ST.\'l'E 

- •• • C l ,r •. · :r:-n n .. . o .... s, ~r . December 2 1 <,7 - , ., 
. r.:~isVi : t .;!?·rct::r 
Jo .. u; t1 c C ~,!')Ci 1 
1i'J:i, ~::.11~, , 1~ ·l:31., 
'i.'asi.inLtc-,n, .> .c. 
·::etkon, 

:.cl·r:o-..·ler'ii:c ~-cceipt of yo~r letter •~~t0d !:ov. 27, l<;,74, 
tr .:. dicts ti.c lc-ttEr re:ceived Ly the :ax :;1tions (;o;,fcdr:racy 
ris ·£hor.pson, Go:·.1:- issim.er cf. the 5urcau of Indian :",ffairs, 
of tLe Jntc-rior , actir,£ for the Of f ice cf the Fr0side:.t. 

. 
\•d :i.cn con-
fro:n ·r. • cr-
~c p:.1 :rtr: cr,t 

:'irstly, your office 11 .Jo· estic Council" su;t:ests i·,tcrnal :~tter 
i,icil this nispute is ;:.ot. ,'is it cor:ce:rr,s a trenty bctwee ~·; t,,·o 1:atlor.s, 

--. t is r-.ir. intcr::<Jtional r:.atter \-:hich canr:.ot be decided i:i tt,e co1..,.rts of 
-or.e of the natio:-,s i ·.volvcd. 

Your letter e : phasizes the last se.-.tc::ce of i1.rticle \'JI of t .Lc 171t-
___ Trcltty: 11 ~mtil tJ:c 1c-r:1slat,;rc (or great cnu::cil) of the r,.itcd .. :ts.tes 

shall ::.a;:e ot:.er ec:,it::;ble nrvvisior1 for t:-:e n.;roose. 11 
~---'-~-..c.-.. _______ ... ___ ...c..-. ... -_..__a.._.c;....;....... 

The ::: ix ::;:tions Gc:,i'E~.:~racy et the Grand Co1:ncil held J:ove r..be=r 23-21t 
1974, was very strong c-n the insista,ce tLat only the proced!.;re set fcrth 
in Article VII of tte 7re~ty is occcptable to resolve the dispute. Co:~·is-
si01.cr Tborr;pson 1 acti!.g for tLe rreside:,t of tt,e !:ni tcd St::Jtes, C:ecided 
to . a bide by Article VII of t.Le ':',rea ty, Lut put in a word for ~:ew York 
State courts via a lSl+-8 Congre-ss ,\ct giving jurisdiction to l~c"'· York ~tate 
i~ catters of cri~es cc~~itted o~ Jndia~ reserves. The f11ited 3tates, 
ti,rour!. its co•·rrissio.:er, felt tb-::!t crirrii:,al jurisdiction- by i:cw ~·ork 
rulfillcd tr,e ''ec>i table provision" of Artcile VII of tt.e 1794 Tre:1 ty . 

._.A; two part tes are i. solved i:1 the ire~ ty the "cc:ui t2 b1e provis io!i '' has 
to be: :efit botr~ parties. :i."te two p~rties have to agree a:;d tLe Six r:ations 
Cor.federacy is not a h:-,1.,;.t to jeoparaiz.e and ;.ullify its 1000 years old 
sovereig •. ty ~nd n:J ti onLood by a t:reei1~g to corr.e U.;1der the new York St& te 
crirr.i• :al j1..trisdiction. I'he t":iited ~tates' interpretution of ''equitable 
provision" was, of co• .. rse, tur .:ed dow.1 in the reply to t!-~e "President's 
Cocplaint". ·rr,e Co!1t:ressiO;ial eouita.ble orovision docs r,ot be.-,cfit the 
.ax ::ations Confejeracy ·and si :ce the Confederncy v:as not consulted in 
the n.a t ter of rr.akiug provisiorjs, it is illegal for the other party of tne 
'frea ty to presi;n::e autLori ty. 

The Complaint to t:e G.S. Preside~~t by the Grand Cou..ncil of the Six 
nat!ons Co;ife~eracy very logically recomn.ended tr.at the 1.:0.r.awk ration \:as 
CO:!'.pete!"1t to investigate tl~e Corr,plaint of the t:nited States, in the ~tter 
of tte "shooting incide::ts", a~d urged the U.S. aut~1orities to i:,vestigate 
the l~.s. citize:.s wJ,o, on 11 occasions, shot up the 1ndia:1 cair:p. After the 
investigatio~s, the dispute would be settled by negotiations betwee~ the 
l'ni ted ~ta tes a .d the ..,ix !:a tions Confederacy. 1;0 nation signing a· treaty 
t~s the right to put the otter nation on a reservation. G:U?IEKKLH is a 
territorytofhthe fohpwdi:ation, not a reservation ,,,,!.ere the New York State , presumes o ave Juris iction. · • 

- . 
Copies of this letter and of your letter dated Novemebr 27, are being 

for~arded to the Ambassadors of the ~orld seated at the ~nited f.atior.s. 

SIG?:ED:.A.~.,...~ ~_,;;~ .. 
.5.bCID.TARY - GHHF.NY.li:lt l"nTNf'TT 'lo'T'!:.1.' 



-



Ot?1er notivations for the :;iove co r:1t~c!l deeper th2.n the illeg-al 
s2.le of lar.ds. Present d[;.y coridi tio11s on reservati9n·s of a~cho'hol, 
sv.icide, ir!fant 7nortality, etc. are the stronger !Jotivaticns fo!:' 
t!'lis rrnve. 'I'::.e peo~1le ha~;e cone to Gar!ienke':1 to ch2ni:;e t:-:ese coi'~di-
ticns. They ce.:::e to leave behind tl'le internal nres~ures t'ha.t 2.ll 

. traditional people face. Iiere t!1ey plan to crea-te a 9l'ace ..,,~e:re 
they can follow the Cre2tor' s instructions, e.s t:.:ey Pere give~ to 
t ~,e Pe~"."" r.:>'"' 'T1},e Troquo1· ~' G0"e" ... , . ..,: .. of' -oe•:ice 1· s ... ,.,e r.,11·,:: el i .,.,e b,v ____ U.:.u,i.:..,i.le -•.;. _ _ .._.,l., .lJc..;.'Jt - .:.. ;.. I.,,._ 0 ..... ti---•• .., 

n•~
1 ich . ... 1,:r

1
-ic:: Cl"e..,t·lon "''l0 l"'1.. l1-:::iTJY'1°l1 

fi1},,,, .,,,...0?.1.1,l

0 ""S 0.LJ:' 1784 ~·--:d 170~ ,, ...... _ ---'-" - c.- - - ,·i; - - r...;.. ,,._, -• ·-•-'-' -- -'-- "' - I r._~. ..,, • 

are t:1.e guidelines by ·,i1ich - Ganie:r't}:eh i'lill i:--~t!?>r2.ct v1ith t~.e r. S. 
2.~d its citizens. 

The n:r-3ssu.res t~ey now face are rooted i:.'1 200 ye:?:rs of lT. E. 
India~ relations. T~e nressu.Te :no·,•1 co~:es fr;o;J :non-I~d.i2.~ stereo-
ty9ir.g, cul tvral intolel"2.D.Ce ar.:d yOLitical re~ressio1;. Sir.:ce 
'~a- 7 13 .1.-.,_p-ro 1,i.-,-·e beon 11 1· Y"ci ~eY'.LS of "'On-T.,...c.~ 1· a ..... s c-~oc+1· n--- ~-l-11. J - , "-•~- '- __ ,_,v ~•H ·- -~ -'-" -•" JO _U -- '-'-- U ••c C.U 

the c2~p 2.I'ea. T~is situation boiled over on October 2~. At annrox-
imately-5:15 p.~., on October 28, pecpJ.e beleived. to be U.8. clti-
z.ens fired t}->iree s:--~ots 2.t t~G Ga.nienkeh gate . 2.!'ea, ar;d t:~e1, ~ped 
off in t~e direction of :Sig I.:oose. At t':-!.is ti1~e Ga:'!ierJ-:el'2 sect-:.rity 
did not fire back; instead they phc:::1ed :r~TT York State Police a:--:d 
Tovm of Webb Supervisor Boylan about t'::e incic.er;t. T:i.e same c2.r 
retv=ned about one hour later and again fired several shots at the 
gate area. At this time GanierJreh security a.id retu:-cn fire 2.:r..d 
wour.ded Stenhen :Dre.ke of Inlet, lfow York. 'I'~ere iiaS r.6 State :Police 

~-- ••• ·~ · "·· •• ··,sic: resTJonse au.ring i;r~is perioa. oI ,:;J..r::e. ~<t't a:,pro:-::i.::a,;e _y : _,; a 
second car ca--:;,e fro;-;:: t!1e direction cf Big t:cose. This car re-90:rt2dly 
l"_i.-,ed t•,-,,0 i:,;·_:_:,_..,._11 ca.,:i~"el" .-,y;Q~ or.e 1-..... -e c-li,c~ ...... ro,·na·s ,.,.1. .L'he ,..~.:. 0 _ c.. .J.._.., _ c...-! _! c;...a.e, G.-- ,.:.._ ~·- r.::.u '-·• G="'~ 
a:cea. Ga:riie:ril-:e=1 ~ecuri ty ag2.in returned fire a!::d t1.-:is resulted i!l 
t::.e TTOt~nding of A9rile r:2.c.ig2.n, of Geneva, Fe-.-1 York. State Polic::=: ... 8 " i::; • ... • t· . . ' . . .. . , . ... "' -respoIIse ca'ile al, . : ';-...,.: Y7J.. 1,n :1e lri!,..1eo.iai;e es1;2.o.1is~ . ..-ner." .oI road. 
blocks• 2.1'ld a 'hig~! ir;c::::-22.se of trccpers in t~·:e c1..re2.. 

' The !-~ew Yor~-{ State :olice iw::iledie.tely tried to _aseert t:d.er 
jurisdiction over t::e i:r.cici.e:~ts. T!ley ~1ere i:r..:or;.:ed t'::at t~:.e;y c.id 
not have jurisdiction 'because of .4rti-ele VII of the 1734 Treaty • 
. Article VII reads as follor:s: nLest the firw 9eace a::d frie:r.ds':?ip 

. ,-. . • , l .:i - • _.. • ..=t - t"' . - .._ ft • , • • , no";T esta.,lis'hec. s_1otLu. be 1r.1,erup,:;e .... oy .,e I11.scor:.m.~.c" o:r 1.:10.:.-: .... 1.c.-
ua.ls, t:-!e United States and Si:,,:: !fations 2.e;ree, t:1at for ir:.~ .. :..ries 
clone by individuals on either sicie, no :::,riva.te revence er retal-
iat.:.o;.'1 shall ta:~e place; bFt, i:nste2.d t::.ereof, co-aplaint s!"!.all le ::a 

- ' 1 .., ..L • • -. • .1..ln, t\.,. -r'"'I 1 • C"l_• TiT ..L • ..,,.... 0.,... r.y }iac.e oy '"Gtte par 11y 1nJ ti.re a, i;o 1,.~e o .aer: ~y '"G:'le v Y. .. ·.a1,l0!.!2' _ 2,:; 

cf t!":.eu , to t~~e Preside;:t of • tr.e U-:-:i ted States, O!:' t!1e Snpe!:"ir;tand2.!± 
b - '-1'n O~.,.,i. Q~ 1"Q, ..,_,_y _.., C:u·" ~;-~i.-nr,,:-,••+ or 0-t.½-r 'D"'l"SO-r.c: S :~ I 2-::r; .L.ul,e : 2.-- Li• l,:!9 ._, <16.!.-Hut::,-.1.c.;..s!u: I,.~\:: ~-- __:...., 

an~oi~"lted by t:-:e Presic.ent , to the :,rin9i'!)a.l -C!'lief s of t:".e ~Si:( 
ratio~s 



-.i•;.,4.! ~"" ..,.. "'-'- -.i:•..,i.4 t ,..":,.,;: ! ... ..L",,o -r.::-t:l,~ ~, .... "r'I ,..._r-1 .. ..,.-, ... J """"-OuS, <'- o.._ 1.,.;C •·c..11 ... 0.l! 0 i': .. -C.; 1, •• .., 0-.1 _ .. a.~ . ..,;;; 01--0.-.. 0 

st'.C!! --;rt1.c.cnt :_e~.zu~:··e s ::·!:all -~he 1: be n1:.rst·cd 2.s sha.ll bG 
t n ,..,,..~--=-.~1--vo Our DG,...,Ce -,•·a.· .£'r~ c•·,c;~~-:-,. l·~-r':--.·.1.-.0,~0 '"·• u•-:tn t~ .... ... - ·J-.-• ... - "" .• '-- .. - t.~ ... -.,1 ,,.._..., _,,,.....,..,., .... -- ...... . 

tu.rG ( or r:rcat co'!.,r:cil) of t!·•e Pni t<?c. States s:-i3.l l r-!a:.:c 
equitable :~rovisio:!1 for t".:1e yt:'.T:;o::;~. 11 

recoti2.tions h3.Ye bee:: occv..rir..:: bet·,,.,een E~;Jor !":obert C:12..rl~r.a.: 
OJ..::, .!.'i e 1,~e~:'.: Yo·,.i~ C::·h:i-;::;, ";:>cl -: c- ~-·d r.e r:-o-1~ -· .,+,.. ..... -c: f'o-r G· ,::;~• .. -_; 0_ -:--i'.~-~ ._...,_. r,:_.·_-~_,::, !". 

"-· ... •• - - - ..... V'-"'V - - .... - C : c:..... • l t.> V ~·- vv-.... .. ..,_ ...... _ .. i:; - -- -

r-legoti~t·ic'."!s :1a·.· e cer:ti:•rcc. or: :'.rticle VII c.:A.a. its ul t-:.!,!['.te 211~~i-
cation to t:.~e incid2:1ts. Confusion. of the iss1..~e ~1z.s co~e in several 
.for:.s. Corrf'usion fir:::t 2.rose o~:~r t,.-;o e.s. Conr.:ressior:al Acts. 
".t'l'lese J;cts rfr1ich tecc.=.e 25 U~i tee. Stc..tes Code tr. S. C. ) 232 a;1d 233 : 
cc:cferred civil and crL:iin~l jt..riscliction ever Iiluians on reserva-
tions: to t!l.e state of !•:er: York ir.. 1943 a•·.d 1950. :Sot~ of t:~ese . . . . ,. b . . r, • "T t . · ,, . .L , ., • • 11 Ec.;s v;eTe re.~ -ec·i;ea y -c::-!e ;:;:1:x r-a 101~s 2.s eq_u1. 1.,2.01.e r:,ro,n .. sion 
fer tv;o :,;ai:n rea.sor..s; l) the Si::: ratio~s ,-,ere not coi1sul t2d ~-s to 
+.\.,e f'eoc--l~·-il~+v OJ.~ C::"C~ ,:,c-'-s .... -~a~')~ -'-'1e ~1·-.. 1·~-:,+-';o~.,,.. co·1ld •A.:.-.·~r v-· - '--u_...., __ ..LuJ ...,.u, ... c:... l, c..•- ,__, t., ... L.... __ ... ......,t,_ ---=> L __ JJ....,."C 

aJ.lcr, ar:ot~:er r:2.11' s goverr'.! ... er:t to he:ze jt:.risdiction to their li v:;s. 
-Peca1·se OI" tii1·,.. con~, 1 ,..i O't"' -:..rert-1',··•e·,.. Co·,.,,,_._.,, D ;'J -q-.,,~-...... v ~, uri'l--o-r.c- 1---:,s 
.J..I ..... ..:, • ..:...l._..c,_ --· .:. .. .:. .. _ ... .;. ..1. l,.JJ,l,i.: ·--· --li:-#W... -- --u--o, .... c-

·ceen pressuring for t':'~e assertion of St8.t~ jurisdiction. Also 2..c.d.i::--g 
co~fusion is a £:.Tov:n k~-:cym as Concer~ed Peo'!Jle of tr:e Central Ac.i~o~-
0.- !'.>cks {"C•'P\jnt_) rf''\-iic,- rr1 0lJY'> ,...a~o ,,..., o.c.o noc-'-ly·· l,O:?-A1 '71Q-'-r.,l ,.,nc." •.,., .... 

- _i., v - -- • ____ ,;;;, t:.,;.L -:i; ..:..:.. u.- v._,, J.. .. 1J'1 J.• -1, __ , !.:1 "-- C:::..:.- Uc.a. 

O~~ers l,.ac: be~~ nre~~t·~~-~ .c.oor -'-~o ,.,.!.."~P .l-0 ~u 4 c~ -'-~o -~o~1e ~.!.. .,_.s. ... _ -.: ... .:. ..... _.J! .:· .:;."" u ..!..J..~o J. _ l,!.- ..:: "~"' ... • " ..:: y _,_ " "··- !ic :-~ _ -:::...t, 

G.,n; e:n1"e½ lj11,.,,,-., alc-o .::,eel -l-":,,,::,-'- +·,e ··o½a·,·,,. ,.T::,-l--' on i Q c"T ai--,.; Y'l!'.J" __ ,l c;·., .!_ .......... --• ..-1.at.;;;.J .:, J.-.:,. - l,_!c:;..l, v!. ! .... -l. \i;.., .:.·i__..l,J_ 1 _...., ..I.. -h:..:..,.~CJ 

the :ands in the Adi:!'m;c.2.c~s. The r~o::-i.e.,:k Fation is· oi1ly laying 
clai:1 to t:-~e la~1ds o·;,;r:,2d 1:y the State cf l~ev7 York, and r..ot the 

• -'-1 'l"l 1 pr1va.,e y ne_a aTins. 

On rove!.iber 11, the !,:o"ttar,k !fation sent an i~forr;:al c01:mlai::1t 
to :?resicle:r~t :Ford. T:ie co:-,:7.)lalnt letter asked t?:at the :?resicler.t 
t ~t,- 0 s1-e,-,s -'-o rel 0 1·-~ .!..•-:ec::;,, COY;""'••c-1· "(I~ "P\-rosc:1'·,..ps ,:,r,d ~-~2t-e a 5.!..,::,;~.:i on v-... v :., ;_. ll - -'--'" Vt t., .... . ....,_ ,.~ I.A..:> --b ~'- v '",.,._,_ ._ c.;..__ L .... 4_ l,~_\..L. 

t:1e ve.lidi ty of t:-;e 1794 Treaty. Shortly after: D. A. Bl t"Gberg 2.1 so 
sent a letter to ?resideYlt Ford ::.s~:i"lg for c,_e.rific2 .. ti.on of the 1794 
Tre2.ty. 

0 IT b ,...3 t' ,.. . 'tT • • 1 .. l - • • 1 n .ove:: •er i::. , ~e ;:,17.: .1.·-.2."t1ons _ca.gee. a _.1 "901m; ..:.. or;na_ cor:-
nlaint: ',li th t:-!e President on behalf of Ganierikei.:., 2-..nd ai': acdi tio:r..tl 
coi-:'.i-pla.~nt on be:ha.1..f of t:1e Cnonc.3,fa !~atio;1 invclviJ1g aJ~.ti-treo.ty 
actions 'ty !~e•;: York State. T:1e Si::· Taticns also nointed Ot:;.t t!:at 
tr, 13 , 7 ~-,ere full 11 cor.~--e+e":'1.J. .!-0 1· ·r.-.•ec::+i· c-~+e -l-:-,e s~oo--'-; "!"'r.1" 1· '1ci <i0 r:...,_ S ---., .. -:I ·-.!! ., -·" t, -·• .... " c=" t,.. -- "-~"'O ... - .. " :' 

and P.oulc!' :na};:e their findings kr.ovm. EO np:r-ude~t r.:e2.s1rres" cct1ld 
t!'.ien be follo.-;ec. to obtain ar. eqnit2ble justice for all parti~s. 

/ 



On ?Tov,:r::;ber 27, a co:·.tr::-.dictii1g lGttc~ cc.:0·.e froi":I t':.:e :T.".ite 
,_r '"'U"" f) T~- ; C, 1 r-·'-+ nr s.; ""'...,,-:, i,,,, ~:".-.,~~~ '°',.., t;',... C,,... .... ,. D. ,.., .L, ..:..•. -
·-'-' ..... _. ----v --"" .... ' -01~-""" ~., -iv ........ ~--~ _ .. , .... v-.> fJJ.- . ir~c .. or 0.:. \, .. !_: 

:no~.1esti,~ Co:n:1cil, gi ~.;cs ?~0-.1 Yor!: juritdicticn accc~cii;1c to 25 
F. S. C. 232 2.!"ld 233. Thi~ letter ::ta"!:8S t:-mt t':~ese !:.cts st:. ,r:::-ccc.e 
,-,..+1.·c1n ,,-1T ... c•.L--O;1~ le..a....:..,,r o-"' re.b,,.L..a....,, }inc, hf)C,}, r-,::r..!.. ;--r-.L",._ 
:-tJ ·-"'. -• •• .. v..:.. -0 l,1,~ J. \.t..tlUo~- •. c...-.L, ...,_\:: .... u ... ~,tl, '-J \, ... 
':o·i.-.!'.);:Ar -:'-.~-=-.Lion. ••ri.!.h cA:;-lr,c, OJ" ""ot1' 1 ,:> ,~+.!.., ..... .,, ro1rr:- ~-o .!..'1-:o ... ,..,..,..-:o,~s 
,a., ••-•"'·• .., -Y- , ••·-'-'•~ _ .,,.1..'-..._. aJ •• t,.. _\,.: ul, __ .._, C..... -..,c...> t, \, ... -..,. Y•---- ..... 

~:·::bass...,_e,ors at t'::e U~i ted ;·2tions. Ye got iatorz arc atte,i!)ting t~ 
o;en U;i. co,.: ::: v.?;ications i·:i t::1 ",7as:1-i~c:_;ton to cet t~:is contr2.dictio:1 
clea::-cd u.9 . 

T..-10 re•;,• York .Stc.:tc legislators: Ja1Jes 1:. Tio::ovan e.x.d :7illia3 
fears !'!ave 8.1.so gotten ir.:to t~~e :pict::rz . As~e::,bly: :an Se2.rs is 
calli:1.g for t:?.a eviction of t!:e Ganie;v.e:1 ,eonl e . }tr. Donovan 
ie circl:.12.tir!g 2. q ue stinaire on w~ich q t'.estion 28 re2.<is, 11 S~wt1ld 
-t;-.e st2.tc forcibly re:Jove tl-:.e I1:di211s at Little !.:o;=s I22:e? 11 ':-~e 
!.:o:1a:1r7:r ?2.t:Lon !1egoti2tors ?la·:e sent letters to t:."!ese ;:en noi!!ti:-:g 
out th2.t t:-:.e nresent sitv.2..tions 2.re to be 'h~r:ciled 2.t a !'.-:2.'tio~ to 
l!~tion. leY -. T:1e .1 e~ter~ tl~o ~oint out t~:at t~:c i;o:?.a·,;l-:: i?e.tion 
r11.ll vie'.7 v~!e1.r conti:!'luea ef:ror~s 2.s treaty violatio2."!s . 

itation c011tact: Ganie:-.Jceh 
vie.. : Eagle 3ay, 

or 
?,';l·e I·rvo-s 
··•-•'- ,6., ~J.. 

Onondag2.. Eation 
via: P.O. Box 9 
Nedrow, };er, York 

13120 

Ye,;1 York 
13331 

(315)357-9721 

(315)469-7486 

Co::-.cer:::ed neo'!)le can 'hel:9 
perso:!'::s: ;;'illia.m • Se2.rs 

St2..te AsserJbly 

Ga.nien·reh by •,:xi tir...g to t:~e follo':'!ir..g 
Ja::ie s Iionovan 
St2te S.enate 

.Al ba.:ny, !fov.: York .l•.l ba!'ly , rev:- York 

Jacob c..Tavits Ja":les AbotTezk 
Old Sem~_te 5ui:!.dir..g 
Washir.t~cn, D. C. 

1-Te'n Senate :Suildi:ng 
Washingtor.., D.C. 

Lt. Gov . • J.:ary Anr.e Kru.p sa~: 
Shan er Ave r..ue t. 
Canajoharie, 'l.-~ew York 11317 
Dona: d J . ti tc:iell 
House of Re,1r-esent2.tives 
Washington -~.c. 
Shirley C};isholrn 
House of ?.epreseP..tatives 
T:a.shi:::6 ton, ;). C. 

Presiuent Geraid Ford 

Eli?abeth ~oltzna~ 
Hou~e of Renresentatives 
¥12.~hington ,- D. C. 

:Bella Abzug 
Eouse of Re~rese~tatives 
7!2.sn.ingto n, • D. C. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

12/17 

TO: NORM ROSS 

FROM: GEOFFSHEPARD 

FYI ___ x __ x_ 
COMMENT ____ _ 



December 17, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM HUTCHINSON 

SUBJECT: Attached Correapondence from Henry 
Blumbert, Daatrict Attorney, New York 

Per our telephone conversation, you will have U. S . 
Attorney James Sulltvan of New York answer this letter 
on Norm Rosa' behalf as soon as pbyaically posaible, 
aend1119 both Norm and m.,.elf a copy of the response. 

Sulltvan should offer to meet with Henry Blumbel'9 
up there and make it dear that a meetlnQ wttb Norm 

of this staff 1a out of the question. Aa we d1ac:uased 
before SuWvan 18 a Presidential appointee and 1a repre-
aenttno the interest of tbe U. S . Goverament 1n this case. 

Geoff Shepard 



HENRY D. BLUMBERG 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

CARL G. SCALISE 
CHIEF ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

HENRY A. LARAIA 
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
OF THE 

COUNTY OF HERKIMER 
HERKIMER COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

P.O. Box 588 
HERKIMER, NEW YORK 133!50 

(3UI) 8tl6-3660 

ADDRESS ANSWER TO THIC 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY, ATTENTION 

OF THE SIC.NER OF THIS LETTER 

December 13, 197 4 

The Honorable 
Norman E. Ross, Jr., Assistant Director 
Domestic Council 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: DA File #2487 

Dear Mr. Ross: 

The New York State Police's attempts to investigate the 
felonious assaults of October 28th, 1974 in the above-styled 
matter were thwarted, as you know, by the refusal of the per• 
sons at Moss Lake to admit the Troopers more than twenty feet 
off Herkimer County Highway # 1 (Big Moose Road). This Office, 
in turn, has been thwarted in its attempt to enter the subject 
premises by the New York State Police's refusal to execute a 
Search Warrant in a manner consistant with the Statute. 

A Search Warrant was obtained upon my Application 
from the Town Court of the Town of Webb (over opposition; 
both Mr. Coulter and Ms. Stearns appearing in such Court on 
behalf of the persons at Moss Lake; the first such appearance 
by the "Indians" in any New York Court at any time to my 
knowledge!). 

The validity of the Warrant was questioned by the New 
York State Police and the Attorney General of the State of New 
York, to whom the matter was referred by them. I insisted 



HENRY D. BLUMBERG 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

CARL G. SCALISE 
CHIEI' ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

HENRY A. LARAIA 
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
OF THE 

COUNTY OF HERKIMER 
HERKIMER COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

P. o. Box 588 
HERKIMER, NEW YORK 13350 

( 3115 l 866-3660 

ADDRESS ANSWER TO THE 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY. ATTENTION 

01' THE SIGNER 01' THIS LETTER 

Hon. Norman E. Ross, Jr. December 13, 1974 

that the Warrant was valid on its face and that such was the only 
inquiry that the proposed executing party could ask. I advised 
the Attorney General that I was confident that I could sustain the 
validity of the Warrant and any search resulting therefrom. I 
was then advised by the New York State Police that if they did 
execute the Warrant, they would only do so with 3 00 armed men 
which I felt, and feel, to be contrary to the provision of our 
Criminal Procedure Law (§690. 50) governing the execution of 
Search Warrants and I refused to permit them to execute, request-
ing the return of, and receiving, the subject Search Warrant. All 
this has served to bring the criminal investigation in this matter 
to an almost complete halt. 

I am wondering if it might not be beneficial at this point 
to re-examine the applicability of Article VII of the Treaty of 
November 11, 1794. There is no question in my mind that the 
Treaty, at least for many purposes, is a living document (People v. 
Reder,e, 78 Misc 2d 834, unbound, Official Advance Sheet #980, 
11 /6 74). Utilization of the Treaty will provide some investigation 
into the felonious assaults of October 28th and I, at this point, 
must say that some investigation is better than no investigation at 
all. 

With the thought in mind that a face to face discussion be-
tween us might prove beneficial, I would be free to meet with you 
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Hon. Norman E. Ross, Jr. December 13, 1974 

during the middle or late afternoon of Monday, December 23, 
1974, in Washington. If you believe that such a meeting 
might produce some action in regard to the above matter, will 
you be good enough to calendar an appointment with me for 
that day either with yourself or with a member of your staff 
and perhaps with appropriate representatives of the several 
Federal Departments concerned. 

The appearance of inaction on the part of law enforce-
ment officials in this County does not contribute to the keeping 
of the peace in my opinion. It is w:ith that thought in mind that 
I make the foregoing suggestion. I will appreciate hearing 
from you at your very first opportunity. I am most conveniently 
reached by telephone at (315} 823-3400 at 9:15 am each week day 
and one-half hour later on Saturdays. 

truly yours, 

lumberg 
ttorney - Herkimer 

HDB/eg 

cc. Maj. R. S. Charland 
Hon. Donald J. Mitchell, M. C. 
George Kaufmann, Esq. 

nty 



To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

Honorable Morris Thompson Date1 January 7, 1975 
Commissioner 
Buree,u of Indian Affairs, Dept. of the Interior 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Draft reply for: 
9321 

~--- President's signature. 
-,,.,r:~~-- Undersiqned's aiqnature. 

__ Memorandum for use as enclosUl'e to 
reply. 

f JJJtect reply. 
Furnish information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

__ For your information. 

__ For comment. 

NOTE 

Prompt 11,tion is essentit,l. 
If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum. or comment ls re• 
quested. 

BEMAJlB:S: -r w- ' 

t/4 3/7s,.,. ~ ~ er-~ 
Description: 

xx Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To: Norman E. Ross, Jr. 

From: William J. Davis, Office of Social Ministries, Jesuit Conference 
Date: December 11, 1974 

Subject: Indian situation at Eagle Bay, New York State .. he would like to urge 
three party negotiation -- State~ Federal and Six Nation representatives 
meeting together 2 rather than show force 

R/p 
456-6554 

By direction of the President: 

'-:f/.~<i; 
Norman E. Ross, Jr. 
Assistant Director, Domestic Council 

(Copy to remain _with correspondence) 



1. Tnited States l,.::·pa: cn1ent of the Interior 
Hlllli:AU \Jf 1ND1A.1',i Af'fAlRS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20245 

Eastern Area 
BCCO #9321 

Mr. William J. Davis, S.J. 
Director, Office of Social Ministries 
Jesuit Conference 
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

JAN 14 1975 

Your letter of December 11, 1974, to Mr. Norman E. Ross, 
Assistant Director, Domestic Council, concerning the 
occupation of the former girls camp at Moss Lake and the 
alleged shooting incidents at the site, has been for-
warded to this office for reply. 

While it may be asserted by the occupants of the camp-
site that the land claimed is either Indian land or 
territory of the Mohawk Nation, the United States does 
not consider it an Indian reservation or Indian land. 
Article VII of the Treaty of Canandaigua of November 11, 
1794, 7 Stat. 44, makes provision for maintaining the 
peace "until Congress shall make other equitable pro-
vision for the purpose." Subsequent federal statutes 
confer jurisdiction on the courts of the State of 
New York in criminal matters arising on reservation 
lands, 25 U.S.C. ~232, and in civil disputes involving 
Indians, 25 U.S.C. ~233. We believe, apart from the 
treaty and statutes, that the State has always had the 
power to enforce its laws in those areas of the state 
outside Indian reservations, regardless of whether the 
persons involved are Indian or not. 

Since violations of state criminal law have allegedly 
occurred in several shooting incidents at the site, it 
is at this time a matter for state officials to handle. 

We are, of course, concerned and it is our hope that 
the State of New York can, with the participation and 
cooperation of the representatives of the Indian people 
at the campsite, peacefully resolve this matter and that 
all legal rights of persons affected will be protected. 

Save Energy and You Serve America! 

-· 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Hoaorable Moma Tllonapeoa Dates 
Commlaaoaer 
Bu-eao of Jnclt•a 6.ffaln. Dept. of tile lllterior 

ACTION REQUESTED 
-6il'-- Draft rep1,. bi 
--#---- Prelident•• 
~~-- lllcJnature. 

NOTE 
__ M8IDCll'Cllldum for use enc:loaure to 

reply. 
Pro•pl 11&lio• is essmlu,l, 

-4T.reply, 
). '/- Furniah Information copy. 

__ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handlin9. 

____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

__ For your. Information. 

__ For commenL 

REMABKS: 

DNc:riPtl•u 

mr Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 
To:Nonnaa E. llo••• Jr. 

If' more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
C.Ode 1450. 

Basic coneapondenc:e ahould be returned when 
draft reply, memonmdum. or comment ls r• 
queated. 

From:WUllam J. DaYla. Office of Sodal Mlnl•trl••• J ea\llt Coafereace 
Date:Dec-v N• 11. 1914 

Subiect:t-,.n aitaat:lea at Ea1le Bay. New Tork State - lie wollld like to arae 
tlaree pal"ty aeaotiatloa -- State. J'ederal and Sb Natioa repruelltatoi.:iru 

_ _ meetlae te1etbe•• •rr - ...., .... 

&/p 
4S&-6SS4 

By direction of the President: 
, 

Normaa E. lloaa. Jr. 
A8alatant .Director, Domenic Comadl 

(White House Suspense Copy) 




