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' 
June- 19, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR HARRISON LOESCH 

SUBJECT: 1976: Re-run of Little Big Horn 

I note that plans are being made by one ?vllke Reynolds to 
have a celebration of some kind of the Centennial of the 
Custer battle - in 1976. This may be somewhat far in 
advance, but the consequences of an unsophisticated 
treatment of that occasion could be portentous. On the 
other hand it could also be an unusually good time to 
recapitulate the whole new direction in Indian policy since 
1876 -- and 1970 ••. 

I hope you will ask both Louis and the Park Service to 
keep a close watch on what is being planned and what g?oups 
are being involved in it. U any Feds are participating • 
(Park Service. BIA, Army) we want to ask ourselves: what 
do want the conunemoration to amount to? 

Would appreciate your reactions. 

bee: Eugene Slee vi, DOD 
David Hansen 

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C . . 20240 

.all 5 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRADLEY PATTERSON 

SUBJECT: 1976: Re-run of Little Big Horn 

In accordance with your memorandum of June 19, I 
have asked the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 
National Park Service to keep on top of this and 
inform me of any plans being made by both Federa·l 
and non-Federal participants in the celebration 
of the Custer battle - in 1976. 

I will be writing you further as plans are formulated 
and coordinated· by the various Federal ~gencies that 
will be involved. 

-H~\:~ 
Harrison Loesch 
Assistant Secretary 
Public Land Man~gecient -



I 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIXGTON 

March 16, 1973 

MEMORANDUM FOR KEN COLE 

You may be interested in the attached. 

attachment 

.. 
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United States Depart1nent of the Interior 
OFFICE OF TIIE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 202-10 

MAR 1 4 _1973 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRAD PATTERSON 

SUBJECT: 1976: · Re-run of Little B~g Horn 

We referred your memorandun on this subject to the 
Park Service and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
For reasons you will bnderstand, we have never 
heard from the Indian Bureau. 

Enclosed is the Park Service reply which I think 
puts the matter to rest. 

Enclosure 



• [:s; REPLY R!TFR TO: 
IT:E'RlOR 1JEI;"1}',4>HH ------·- . 
At•;'.-,·~ 1°72 U•..J., u ..J -

ASSISTANT 
S.ECRETARY 

P.L.M. 

United States Departn1ent'of the Interior 
NATIONAL _PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 202..J.O 

AUG 2 1 1972 

Memorandum 

To: Assistant Secretary - Public Land Management 
Through: Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife ~)_J2. 

and Parks :,..., 

Fro~oting Director, National -Park Service 

Subject: 1976: Re-rtm of Little Big Horn 

This is in response to your memorandum transmitting a communication 
from Bradley Patterson of the White· House. Mr. Patterson expressed 
concern about reports that plans were being made for a re-enactment 
of the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1976. 

You may recall that in his ·report to the American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission, the Secretary of the Interior declared that 
it is a firm policy to "avoid large-scale,· complex re-enactments, 
especially of battles. None will be permitted at areas of the 
National Park System." We fully intend to adhere to this policy in 
all National Park System areas, including those not associated with 
the War for Independence. • 

While we believe that appropriate commemorative ceremonies can be a 
valuable means of reacquainting ·Americans with events of the past, 
it is our experience that massive re-enactments are frequently 
detrimental to that goal. Accordingly, the National Park Service 
will not permit a re-enactment of the Battle of the Little Bighorn 
on lands under its administration sociate itself with 
re-enactment elsewhere. 

Nation;:-il Parks Cer.ten:-:iill 1872-1972 
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last St. Patrick's Day ~lice-Chicano shoot-
out _a~d the ~light of mfority-grou~s across 

• I 

the na.tion were the themes Sunday at a 
four-hour rally at the State Capitol. A "Sec-

' 
, ... • ' f I .. 

Mon., March 18, 1974, Denver, Colo. Rocky Mountain News'-S 

orid American Revdlution" was forecast by 
Russell Means, .top right,. American Indian 

, • ' t " 

.. ... , . . •. .,., '· ,: 

NEWS PH B S I ' 

Movement le.ader, and by William Kunstler, 
• a widely know~- ~t!lvist .attorney. 

I 
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l Continued from Page 5, MON., MARCH 18, 1974, Denver, Colo. Rocky Mountain NEWS 

1,5 0 attend Chicano rally · at Capitol;J 
. . 

By JEFF ROSEN and CECIL JONES 
New~Sta/1 

More than 1,500 persons gathered 
under sunny skies at the ·State Capitol 
Sunday for a rally to promote "unity 
and solidarity" in the Chicano move-
ment. 

The demonstration was held on the first 
anniversary of the death of Luis Anth_ony Mar-
tinez, a 20-year-old Chicano activist who was 
shot and killed by Denver Patrolman Stephen 
Snyder after wounding the officer during the 
St. Patrick's Day shootout at the Crusade for 
Justice. 

Guest speakers included William Kunstler, 
a nationally known attorney who won fame 

• during his unsuccessful defense of the "Chica-
·go Seven" four years ago, : and Russell Means, 
a leader of the American Indian Movement 

•(AIM). 
Marchers· departed for the capitol rally 

• shortly after noon f,rom staging points in east 
and west Denver. They chanted slogans calling 
for an end to "racist oppression" and carried 
banners with pictures of Martinez and of Cuban 
revolutionary hero Che Gueva,ra. 

Police were stationed along the parade 
• routes in marked and unmarked cars. The po-

lice helicopter circled overhead during the 
march, and a la.rge number ,of officers equip-

• ped with riot gear were at the ready at police 
headquarters at 13th and Champa Streets. At 
, least two Chicano officers in plain clothes 
circulated through the crowd on the capitol 

'lawn. 
There were no·a,rrests, however, or any re-

llQrted incidents of violence or police-Olicano 
confrontations throughout the afternoon despite 

, t h e vigorously antipolice t o n e of t h e 
demonstration. 

Exactly a year- earlier, the Crusade had 

The fourth, Mario Vasquez, 21, of 1547 1-2: 
Downing St., was convicted of th.ree counts of 
first-degree assault and has been sentenced by 

• Denver Dist. Judg1! Joseph R. Quinn to an in-
deJerminate stay, not to exceed 15 years, in the 
Colorado State Reformatory. ' 

The events of last St. Patrick's Day were the 
touchstone for Sunday's rally, but essentially ·it 
was an elaborate eulogy to the memory of Lui_s • 

·Ma.rtinez, who has taken on the stature of a folk 
hero in the Chicano activist movement. 

Chanting, marching contingents filed onto , 
the grounds of the State Capitol around 1 p.m. 1 and crowded the west steps of the State House , 
where movement leaders were gathering for a 
long afternoon of speechmaking. 

Sporadic clapping and cheers broke out a~ , 
new columns a.rrived and found places to sit in 
the hot afternoon sun. • 

The big name speakers-Means and Kunstler 

- were saved until the end of the four-hour • 
program. And by _the time they took up the 
megaphone the crowd had thinned consider-
ably. Small groups had made runs for ham- ·, 

• burgers and milk shakes and the soft drink 
machines at a nearby news stand were empty ' 
by 3 p.m. 
' I It was a young crowd. Children played In 
the grass, youthful adults talked in clusters, out 
of .range of an inadequate sound system. 
• • But more than half the· group stood on the 
Capitol ~rlveway close enough to loud speakers 

(Concluded on page 15) 

(Continued fro111 page l'I) 
to chant "Viva!" when exhorted by speech 
after speech. 

. Speakers included Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzal-
ez, chairman of the Crusade for Justice; Mario . 

' Cantu, a San Antonio, Tex., Chicano leader; . 
been the scene of a police-Ollcano battle that - Puerto Rican Socialist leader Ramon Arbona, 
left Martinez dead and 16 persons injured _ a Luis Martinez' mother and half a dozen others. 

In most cases the rhetoric was familiar. 
dozen of them police officers. Before the melee Listeners were told of minority oppression, po-
was over, the upper portion of an apattment 
building at 1547 Downing St. had been ripped lice brutality and a class society. Letters of 

support were read from United Farm Workers' 
apart by an explosion, apparently caused by leader . Cesa.r Chavez arid from the National 
dynamite detonated from within the building. Lawyers' Guild. Speakers talked of impending 

Four young Chicanos were charged in con- revolution and of "solidarity." , 
• nection with the incident. Two were acquitted, The collapse of Chile's Marxist regime in a ' 

one by a jury which deliberated only 30 seconds right wing coup, the Indian takeover of Wound-
before returning its verdict. Charges against a ed Knee, S.D., last year and the Watergate 
third were dismissed. . scandal were frequent topics .. 

1,500 attend Chicano~ 
rally at State Capitol 

. . . ' ..... 
And running through the torrid afternoon l 

were exhortations to remember and canonize 
, Luis Martinez, to free Marion Vasquez, to ac-

quit accused paint store bomber Gary Garrison 
and to turn the confused and violent events of 
one year ago into a kind of movement holy 
day. • 

As the afternoon wore on, the clapping and 
chants of "Viva!'' lost some of their emphasis 
- until Means and Kunstler began to bellow 
into the sound system. 
• "We are all children of the earth!" Means 
cried out, accompanied by booming drums. 
"The white man has the goddamn gall to cele-
brate a birthday in 1976 over my blood. I 
promise you that wlll be an unhappy birthday. 
Ev~one everywhere should participate in . 
blowing out the white man's candle." 

His speech ended in a burst of rhythmic ap-
plause. Kunstler followed and promised revolu-
tion by 1976. He termed President Nixon a 
"moral pervert" and told his listeners, "It is 

t better to die In the street than to go down with-t out a whimper. We a.re strong together and the 
system is getting weaker every day." 

After his talk the crowd filed away in 
groups, placards tucked under arms and ban-
ners folded up. There were small gatherings at 
the Crusade fo.r Justice headquarters and In 
Columbus Park and a few young men with 
boxes collected pop cans from the trash strewn 
Capitol grounds. The_ police radios remained 

t,•ilent. • •., .. -

' ' 

'I 

I 
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SCOUT/one add (JY181) -
· · .,.t-1ARYLAND PISCATAWAYS FILE TO INCORPOaATE . 

?.?'?'. Members of the Piscataway Tribe, once the most powerful tribe in the state of Maryla~, 
filed corporate charter papers in Baltimore, Mc., June 25. ·william Tayac, a hereditaJ;Y 
chief of the tribe, _his father Chief Phillip Tayac, and Avery Lewis were named direct~rs 
of the group. Tayac said incorporation papers will serve as a vehicle for getting ail 
American Indians in Maryla4d to join together to protect their common heritage and • 
culture. The group also intends to lay claim to about 700 acres of land in Maryland 
not far from the nation's capital which is currently under the National Park Service 
to be turned into a reservation. • 

CHANGES AMONG THE AREA DIRECTORS 
Francis E. Briscoe (Caddo), 56, has been named Area Director of the Portland Area 
Office on July 18, filling a vacancy which had lasted for over a year following the 
retirement of former Area Director Dale M. Baldwin June 30, 1973. Briscoe has been 
with the BIA since 1949 in varioua ca~acities. And in Albuquerque, N.M., Frank Pence 
was recently named Acting Area Director following the retirement· of Walter Olson, : 
who had held that post since February of 1966. Three BIA Area Offices--Muskogee and . 
Anadarko, Okla., and Al~uquerque--are thus awaiting permanent. appointees. 

OMAHA CENTER FILES DISCRIMINATION CHARGE 
?eking to obtain portions of surplus property at F-ort Omaha in the city ·of Om~ha, 

"'--rlebr. ~ the Omaha Indian Center hes . now filed a complaint with Herbert Wheeless, chief 
of the Complaints Division in the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights in Washington, D.c~, 
alleging discrimination in the administration of federal and state programs on the ~lt 
of the General Senices Administration (GSA), administr~tor of surplus properties, and 
the Department of Hea~tjt, Education and Welfare (HEW). Indians in Omaha are now in -~ 

. final competition _for tne land t1ith a local community college. 

/.NDIAN BICENTENNIAL PROJECTS DIRECTOR NAMED 
/ ~yne Chattin (Blackfeet) has been named to the staff po.sition of Director of Native 

American Projects for the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration (ARBA), and 
as such is the only American Indian on the inside in the planning for Amer~ca 's .'. '-" 
bicentennial celebration in 1976. Chattin' s mandate is to enhance the participation 
of American Indians in planning part in the celebration, and to assist tribes in 
planning, in seeking funds ar.d other resources to underscore that role. His new . 

• address: Wayne Chattin, Director, 1-;ative American Projects, American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration, 1515 Cleveland Place, Denver, Colo. 80202. Telephone: 

\ (303) 837-4876. 

INTERIOR INDIAN PREFERENCE TASK FORCE SET 
Following the recent Supreme Court decision on Indian preference, Michael J. Reid, 
chief of Interior's Office of Personnel Management, has been named to head a task . 
force of Interior, H.!:!.""'W, IRS ar.d BIA personnel staff to assess the impact of recent 

icari and Freeman decision on the BIA's policy of Indian preference. HEW_ and 
!Titerior interpretations are presently at variance, said Reid, and one job of the 
task force will be to ectablish ur.iformity there. Working groups will be developed 
to weigh changes in regulations, possible fu=ther legislation, and procedural changes 
necessary. 

-30-
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,1 OFFICE OF 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Administration 
Fiscal Mgt. 

USET Services Delivery 
National Advocacy 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, o. C, 20500 

Mr. President: 

1970 Main St. Wood Bldg. 
Sarasota, Florida 33577 
Phone: (813) 955-0281 
F.T.S.: (813) 228-2344 

August 29, 1974 

OFFICERS 

Howard E. Tommie, Pres. 
Seminole 

Jonathan Taylor, V. Pres. 
Cherokee 

Dean Williams, Sec. 
Seneca 

Frank Steve, Treas. 
Choctaw • 

On behalf of the United Southeastern Tribes, Inc, I would like to extend 
to you my congratulations on your ascension to the highest office of our 
country, The Indian tribes in the Southeast are confident that your 
administration will maintain a high priority on those issues and concerns 
that affect all Native Americans· throughout the United States. The past 
administration had been somewhat indicative to me as being open and willing 
to hear the concerns of Native Americans and to act positively in the • 
resolution of several key issues. To mention a few I recall the settlement 
of the sacred Blue Lake to the Pueblos and restoration of traditional lands 
to the Ya~ima Tri be of Washi_ngton, • 

I believe strongly that the conmitment of the federal government to assist 
in the development of Native American conmunities through special administrative 
and legislative actions is a positive indication that this country does indeed 
honor its treaties and obligations with its first Americans. In that respect, 

do not regard such special programs of assistance to Native Americans as 
welfare but as obligations on the part of our government and an opportunity 
for Indian tribes ·to increase their participation as citizens in our society. · 
Our organization, therefore, stands as a resource to your administration to 
assist in every way possible in implementi_ng those goals and objectives as may 
be defined by our member tribes, • 

In conclusion may I request of your office that Native Americans be included 
as a matter of priority in the planning and implementation of all festivities 
and recognition as may be necessary in commemorating a successful bi-centennial 
celebration for this country and for t,,.,.,..,est of _the world to observe, 

~erely =a &~...z:-~-;.,v 

Eugen , Begay 
Exec e Director 



Bicentennial News 
American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration 
736 Jackson Place N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20276 

John W. Warner, Administrator 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 1974 

AMERICAN INDIANS AND THE BICENTENNIAL 

Washington, D.C.--The Navajo Nation of Arizona is making a major effort 

to improve communications and the exchange of information among the almost 

800,000 American Indians in the United States. 

In Denver, there are plans to build a complex for Indian people and 

families from reservations who seek to make a life in that city's urban 

community. 

The Smithsonian Institution is preparing a 20 volume set summarizing 

the prehistory history and changing cultures of all Indian groups north of 

Mexico, which will become the standard reference on North American Indian 

history and anthropology. 

From ambitious, multi-million dollar projects of the Navajo Nation 

to the display of Indian arts and crafts by the Candelaria Indian Council 

in Oxnard, California, the descendants of the original American settlers 

are taking full part in the nation's Bicentennial. 

The American Revolution Bicentennial Administration (ARBA) has to date 

officially _designated seven Indian communities as Bicentennial Communities, 

entitling them to use the national Bicentennial symbol in their projects 

and programs. 

- more -
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In addition to the Navajo Nation of Arizona, the Bicentennial Communities 

are: The St. Francis Sioux Indian Mission in South Dakota, the Seminole Nation 

of Oklahoma, the Li-Si-We-Nwi Community and the Potowatomi Indians of 

Oklahoma, the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska, and the Chitimacha Reservation 

ir. Louisiana. 

The Navajo Nation of Arizona has one of the most significant 

Bicentennial programs of any of the over 1,500 communities in the country 

which have been officially recognized. ,, 
In addition to the effort to improve corrmunicati.ons among Indians, a 

Navajo Irrigation Project will provide water for cultivating 110,000 acres 

of otherwise arid land. Other projects include a $2.5 million Navajo 

Heritage Center, a trade center where arts and crafts of all tribes can 

be shown and sold, a Navajo Land Outdoor Theater, and an amphitheater in 

Canyon de Chelly National Monument on the reservation. 

The St. Francis Sioux Mission in South Dakota will corrmemorate the 

history of the mission by honoring Christian Sioux leaders, as well as the 

founding Jesuits and Franciscan Sisters. Projects include a published 

history, a pageant, a pow wow and an Indian feast. 

The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma is planning a museum and library to 

house priceless objects of the cultural heritage of their ancestors, 

written materials and recordings of the language, legends and folk tales 

of Seminole history. 

The 110th annual Winnebago Pow Wow will highlight the deeds of Little 

Priest, a 19th century patriot. Other Bicentennial efforts by the 2,800 

members of the Winnebago Tribe include a conversation and ecology program 

to preserve and improve timberland areas of the reservation and expansion 

of a library into a full-fledged learning center. 

- more -



- 3 -

Other examples illustrate the widespread efforts by and for native 

Americans as part of the nation's Bicentennial. 

Thief River Falls, Minnesota, ~ill unveil a statue of a major Indian 

landowner in conjunction with a Pow Wow staged by the Red Lake Band of 

Chippewa Indians. 

Tuolumne County, California, will reconstruct an assembly house of 

the California Miwok Indians. 

A 44- foot steel sculpture of a Plains Indian will mark the historic 

camp ground of the Wichita Tribe in Wichita, Kansas. The surrounding 

area will be made into a park with bike trails. 

The Phoenix Symphony will perform for Indian audiences throughout the 

State during 1975, featuring music with Indian themes. 

In North Dakota, a Plains Indian studies curriculum is being developed 

for use in all primary and secondary schools. 

In New York City, there will be an exhibit reviewing the American 

Indian from 1876 to 1976. 

Across the land, Americans will discover more than 2,000 years of 

cultural heritage and traditions as they commemorate 200 years of 

independence during the Bicentennial. 

Europeans will also have an opportunity to learn of the cultural heritage 

of the American Indian. The ARBA recently designated as an official 

Bicentennial project, "Two Thousand Years of American Indian Art, 11 a major 

exhibit comprised of 600 to 700 art objects to be presented in cooperation 

with the Arts Council of Great Britain in September and October 1976 at 

the Hayward Gallery in London. 

- 30 -

For information contact: Office of Communications 
(202) 634-1776 
Barbara Diggs Brown 


