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AMERICAN INOIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION 

NEWS SERVICE 

President Gerald R. Ford, Jr. 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Ford: 

ROOM 206 
1346 CONNECTICUT AVE., N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

Phone: ( 202) 293-9150 

Executive Director: Rose Robinson 
News Director: Richard LaCourse 

AUG 1 6 1974 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Nixon dated August 14, 1975, 
with which we transmitted two recent news releases issued by the American 
Indian Press Association on the change of Administration. We forward 
this information to you for your possible interest. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the American Indian · 
Press Association, I want to express our best wishes to you as you take 
over the reins of Government. 

The task of the AIPA will be, as it was during the Nixon years, to 
report on the work of your Administration in Indian affairs to Native 
Americans through the medium of their own newspapers. In this task, we 
hope that we will again be able to work with those members of your staff 
involved in Indian affairs, as we did with the Nixon Administration, to 
continue factual and accurate reporting to our Native American readership. 

We wish you every success. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

Rose Robinson 
Executive Director 



Preaident Gerald a. Ford,. Jr. 
The White HouN 
washiDgton. n. c. 
Dear Preeidlklt Fori: 

AUG 1 6 1974 

Encloaed ia a copy of a letter to PraaidMt Nixon dated Auguat 14. 197S. 
with which we tranmittecl two recent newa rel.ea•• teaed by th• .A!Md.can. 
Indian Prus AsNCiatioa on t~ change of Administration. We forward 
th18 informatioft to you for your po•eible intereet. 

On behalf of the Board of Direct.ors and ataf t of the American Indian 
Press Association. I want to expres• our be•t wishu to you. as you take 
over the reina of GOvernment.. 

The ta•k of the AIPA will be, as it wa• durlna the Nixon years, to 
report on the WOt:k of your Administration :ln lndf.aa affairs to Native 
Americana through the medi\a of their own nevep&pers .. ln thia task. we 
hope that we will again be able to work with tboae member• of .yoaar staff 
involved in Indiall affalra,. ·a• we did with the Nixon Adminiatratflea,- to 
continue factual and accurate reporting to our Native American readership. 

We wish you e,rery aucceaa. 

Enclosures 

cc: < Patterson 

Ro•• Robinaon 
Executive Director 



President Ricbud M. Nixon 

san ct ... nt•,,, caU.fornia 

AUG 1 4 1974 

Encl.oNd f• your poe$ibla t.ntanat are twW rec._ 11111N atorl.etf. ia8118Cl by 
the ~icaa I:adian Pru11 As•Ddatioa on lncliaQ affa:ln during yuor 
Aclmiuia~ alld ea anai,,.t.a of the futse dudna the FO'l'd Ada:lmst:r:atioa. 

at&ff of the Al.PA felt tba• you migb.~ b.- lntanai:ed in tbeM comaenta 
vrittan a Naeiff Amerieaa po1a& of via,., eopiee of the relNMa an 
being aenc all of the tribal chairDllln ef tha va:ri.oua Fec1a'a1 ancl non,. 
Federal lndi&G r.a.i:watJ.OG11 la the Uait..a StatM. 

Aln encloaecl b infonratioD about tha AMrtcall I.ncHa11 Pn•• ANOCiat.ion •. 
You might be intenated to know that. th.a A&NCiatiea. born and de,,elopeo 
durlns your yean io the Wh~• Roa ... raeeivecl tDit:1&1 aui.unce freB 
the Bureau of :tndlan Af~ra. There ia no dollbt: tmat, with°'1t the all!pflOrt 
of your AdainiatratiOII far tha of Indian Mlf-detend.DM1on, the 
AIPA would ne..- haff recet'l'N tb1a aa&tgaace frail a Bun&a wtdch. until 
then., had tiaditionally been. ¥er:, COQ9e.nat1• in seeking to enceurage the 
develof I enc of new anti inno.a~in ideu aDd ~ogx- for tndiau peopl•. 

The A.IPA. though u advocata preN fa, Natiw .. baa al-.ya 
to pntMnt e-..rry aapeet cf a newe aituat.ioa aD4 we ant prowl that. 01Sr work 
baa engendueti the respecc aud coopen.dCJD of Federal G4M!rament. offtc.iala 
and members of YOU¥' Admini.attatha staff BO that we bad a good vork1ng 
ralatiouhip wUh them in oar new9 ~•ga ·for our Natlve AJDerieen reeoer-
1htp. 

We woul4 lib }J(M to knew .that ,,. are aleo MMre you were th• fir•~ 
Ameri~ p1;eaident in our biatolry to a.wre.. a letter of coaaandation to-
a Native Amertcan editor. That hoaoe'., in J11ly of 1973 11 went to Mr .. Heward 
:aoc.tc. an Ra~, who is editor of the 'l'UNDBA TlM!S to Fatrbanlut_. Aluka .. 
We carried a story at.ut Mr. Rock's ac~t in th• J\lly iaaue of our 
member publlcadan- MEDIUM RABB.- which ~et.ed much COlllll8nt and wa• widely -
noted~ /. • 

Enclosures . 

bspectfully yours. 

R.OM Robinson 
EXecu.tive Director 

cc; Preaident Gerald R • . Ford• Jr.• The White Houn 



AMERICAN INDIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION 

NEWS SERVICE 
FORD - AU122 

BY RICHARD LA COURSE 

ROOM 206 
1346 CONNECTICUT AVE .• N.W . . 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

Phone: (202) 293-9150 

Executive Director: Rose Robinson 
News Director: Richard LaCou,se 

WASHINGTON, D.c.--(AIPA)--Gerald Rudolph Ford Jr., who on Aug. 9 was svorn in 
as President of the United States, ·"won't take any U-turns for any Indian policies" 

• but will continue the Indian policies of his _predecessor, Richard M. Nixon,· accordini 
to a White House staffer who met recently with him. ... 

Bradley Patterson Jr., who met with Ford in February of this year on Indian 
policy matters person.ally, gave this assessment to AIPA: 

''He is forthright and interested and progressive in Indian affairs. Indian 
people can look forward under Mr. Ford to the same kind--and more of the same kind--
of serious interest and concern. There's no question of any diversion. We'll 
continue on the same track. There won't be any U-turn for any Indian policies." 

r: If President Ford's Indian policies do continue those of Nixon, there will 
nevertheless be new faces and new top level personnel in the White House itself. 
AIPA has learned that Leonard Garment, Nixon's special counsel on minority affairs 
and the arts, and thus the topmost Indi~n affairs official in the White House under 
Nixon, had made known his intention to Nixon that he would leave the White House as 
soon as impeachment matters had reached their conclusion so that his children could 

r- begin the fall school term in September in their home town of New York. 

Expected to emerge in some high level capacity at the White House level in Indian 
affairs was William E. Casselman II, named legal cou~tl to then-Vice President Ford· 
when Ford was designated Vice President last October. Casselman has_ handled,. almost·· 
singlehandedly., all Indian affairs matters. for Ford since that time., including a ' 
proposal to replace the mechanisms of the now-defunct National Council on Indian 
Opportunity (NCIO) with an Indian Affairs Committee ~n the White Ho~se Domestic 
Council in the White House, and with the creation of two national Indian advisory 
councils. 

On the day Nixon resigned, Aug. 9, Ford asked Morton and other Cabinet officials .. to remain in their present posts. Morton, however, a long-time close personal 
friend of Ford., was named the following day· to a four-member "transition team" to 
monitor what Ford labelled "an orderly transition of power." Top national columniste 
immediately speculated that Morton might leave the Interior Department for a White '·· 
House assignment, either as White House chief of staff or in another top role in 
domestic affairs. Should Morton leave Interior, he would . likely be succeeded by 
Interior Under Secretary John Whitaker. 

Morton was scheduled to appear at the Crow Fsli:f' Aug. 16 and 17, where it was 
expected he would draw the major outlines of a continuation in Indian policy b¥tween 
Nixon and Ford. 

At Interior itself, most top Indian affairs officials told AIPA they ·expected 
to continue their work. Indian Commissioner Morris Thompson, a presidential appoint~e, 
was also expected to continue, as well as BIA division chiefs recently appointe,d... 

MORE 
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FORD/one add (AU122) 

One uncertainty was whether Bradley Patterson Jr. would continue in the White 
House, where he had served as special assistant to Leonard Garment. Patterson had 
been scheduled to head the Indian Affairs Committee on the White House Domestic 
Council before the impeachment issue drownsd all such plans in the making, arid 
Patterson told ATPA "I'm completely unclear where I' 11 be." • Either Patterson~or 
Casselman might eventualy hold that post--or ·casselman may replace Garment as 
Patterson's boss • . 

Besides personnel questions, the major question now is whether ·and bow Ford will 
continue the Nixon Indian policies and legislative initiatives. 

Ford remained almost totally uninvolved in the affairs and needs of Indians in 
bis home state of Mich.t.gan du~ing his 25-year tenure in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives, according to Michigan Indian spokesmen who talked to AIPA last October when 
Ford was designated Vice President following the resignation of former Vice Presiden~ 
Spiro T. Agnew on Oct. 10. Those Indians in Michigan telegrammed Ford their congrat~ 
ulations and support on his new assignment. • •• 

Ford, according to Capitol Hill staffers, bas·voted the Nixon administration line 
on most major national Indian legislative proposals since 1969. As a consequence, 1# 
is expected that Ford will continue the ·Nixon legislative initiatives. · of the • 
original eight Nixon bills _origin::1lly proposed in 1970, one--the Indian Financing 
Act--has been enacted into law, another bill to.elevate the Indian Commissioner to 
an Interior Department Assistant Secretary is hu·ng up in the House, and a bill to 
create an Indian Trust Counsel Authority is expected to ·gain new momentum before 
Congress recesses in early winter. 

Among the very first Indian bills arriving on President Ford's desk for signature 
may be bills now moving through Con3.:-ess to resolve the historic and difficult :· 
Navajo-Hopi land dispute, a bill ·significantly increasing he~lth services and contract-
ing for Indians spor_sorP.d by Se::.. lleI"..ry M. Jc;;.ckson, D-Wash., .and the· bill to create • 
the _Indian Trust Counssl Authority int=oduced by the°Nixon administration. 

And Ford_has styled himnelf a "conservative in fiscal affairs." His approach 
to government may soon be an approach in spending cuts, which will not bode well 
for any major increases in fed:?ral expec.ditures for Indians during the new Ford 
administration. 

During his brief eight months as Vice President, Ford met only once with Indian 
leaders~-this past Mar. 7. ?-!el Tonasket (Colville), president of the National Congress 
of American Indians (NCAI) and Gov. Robert Lewis (Zuni), pres·ident of the National • 
Tribal Chairmen's Association (~r.i'CA) met with Ford per$onally at Ford's . initiative 
for about 40 minutes to review Ferd's proposal to liquidate NCIO, then under the 
office of the Vice Presi<lent. NCIO formally died t)is June 30. 

/ 
Ford proposed the creation of the White House Domestic Council Indian Affairs 

Committee and the creation of the tl-;o national Indian adii:isory councils to replace 
NCIO. His proposal bcccm'.! embroiled in contro'l1ersies among national Indian political 
groups, and was left unresolved ~t the hour of impeachment itself. He may, upon the · 
stimulus of his new advisors, revive the proposal. 

MORE 



FORD/two add (AU122) 

During the Mar. 7 meeting with Lewis and Tonasket, Ford told the two: "I will 
always be your advocate. Come in any time and I' 11 be your link." 

NCAI President Tonasket commented on Ford to AIPA following that meeting: 

''The Vice President is very much a businessman--he never took time to joke. 
I've met quite a few politicians, and my personal impression is that he's kind of • 
a point-blank man. He doesn't mess around. He comes right to the point with ·a 
straightforward attitude. And he made no pretense of knowing a great deal about 
Indians. I appreciate that--and it makes it easier to work. There was no waste·-· 
of time. It was all business, and that is refreshing." 

On Aug. 9, the day Ford -took the presidential oath of office, William Youpee, 
executive director of the National Tribal Chairmen's Association sent the following 
letter to Ford: 

''We wish to congratulate you in assuming the responsibility of the 38th presid~~cy. 
of the United States. 

''We in the National Tribal Chairmen's Association feel these are exciting but 
critical times for Indians in the United States. Treaties are being tested, Indian 
lives are being exerted and new expectations are being voicel. To be responsive to 
this mood, the NTCA has dedicated itself to the promise of a better future for the 
reservation Indian . 

. "It is to the point, the one of communication and working toward common objectives, 
that the NTCA pledges its support and cooperation to the.Office of the Presidency 
in matters related to Indians." 

-30-



AMERICAN INOIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION 

NEWS SERVICE 

NIXON - AU09 l 

ROOM 206 
1346 CONNECTICUT AVE., N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

Phone: (202) 293-9150 

El!!cutivl! Dirl!ctor: Rose Robinson 
News Oirl!Ctor: Richard LoCourse 

.. 
WASHINGTON, D.c.--(AIPA)-•In the days immediately following -the unprecedented an4 

historic resignation of President Richard M. Nixon under a dark cloud of scandal and • 
certain impeachment in the House of Representatives and conviction of charges in the 
Senate, a review of the Nixon years in Indian affairs is in_ order. 

The Nixon administration, beginning January 20, 1969, has been in the eyes of 
even the most critical observers one of the most active in Indian affairs since that 
of the -so-called "Indian New Deal" under Democratic President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in the 1930s and 1940s • 

. The Nixon Indian policy itself, defined as ''Indian self-determination without 
termination, .. meant essentially giving federally recognized tribes greater control 
over their existence without ending the federal trust responsibility. On July 8, 
1970, Nixon sent his Indian Message to Congress, and accompanying it was a package 
of eight bills set for enactment there. The famed Nixon Indian Message, perhaps one 
of the presidential messages most-quoted by Indians in recent history, made the 
phrase self-determination a major phrase of the time, and stated: 

''It is long past time that the Indian policies of the federal government begin 
to recognize and build upon the capacities and insights of the Indian people. Both 
as a matter of justice and as a matter of enlightened social policy, we must begin 
to ·act on the basis of what the .Indians themselves have long been telling us. The 
time has come to break decisively with the past and create .the conditions for a new 
-era in which the Indian future is determined by_.ladian acts and Indian decisions ..• 

. • .-... 
"Self-determination among the lndi.an-·people can and must be encouraged without 

the threat of eventual termination_.- · In my view, in fact, that is the only way that 
self-determination can effectively be fostered. 

''!his, then,must be the goal of any new national policy toward the Indian 
people: to -strengthen the Indian's sense of autonomy without threatening his sense 
~f community. We must assure the Indian that he can assume control of his own· life 
wit~out being separated involuntarily from the tribal group. And we must make it 
clear that Indians can become independent of federal control without being cut off 
from federal concern and federal support .•• " 

Among Nixon administration achievements from 1969 to 1974·were: 

BUDGET 

The federal Indian budget increased dramaticalJ.~ince 1969 under the Nixon 
administration to an overall $1.6 billion dollar figure in the current fiscal year 
budget requests. From 1969 to the current fiscal year in the Bureau of Indian Affair~ 
(BIA), funding for that agency rose from $249 million t~"$635 million. • 

MORE 



NIXON/one add (AU091) 

APPOINTMENTS 

Building on precedents set in previous administrations, the Nixon administration 
increased the number of Indians holding high-level positions across the federal 
bureaucracy. BIA Area Directors themselves are now predominantly American Indians:t 
and Indian superintendents have become a hallmark of the Nixon years. 

LAND RETURNS 

Sometimes with the initiative of the Nixon administration, sometimes with its 
support and sometimes despite its opposition, major land restorations have occurred 
for Indian groups: Taos Pueblo received its historic Blue Lake back in 1970, Mr. Ad~~ 
was returned to the Yakimas in 1972, the Alaska Natives received 40 million acres of . 
land under the Alaska Native Land Claims Act of 1971, the Warm Springs Tribe obtained 
the 60,000-acre McQuinn Strip ·1n 1972, the Tonto Apaches were granted land in Arizona, 
the Fort Mojave Tribe in the last few months was restored lands involved in a long- • 
standing controversy, Menominee country in Wisconsin was restored to federal trust 
status, and the Colvilles and Spokanes in Washington were restored jurisdiction over 

·the lake surface area along the Columbia River. (The Office of Management and. Budget 
·in the White House, however, opposed other portions of the Nixon adminstration over 
return of certain so-called submarginal lands to a number of tribes.) 

NEW OFFICES 

In the eyes of some, the creation of new offices in the bureaucracy is one 
measure of responsiveness of human needs. Following widespread Indian discontent in 
the Dakotas and the Southwest in 1972, the Office of Indian Rights was created in the 
Justice Department in April of 1972 to prot·ect the civil rights of Indian people. 
An Indian Desk was created in the Office of Minority Business Enterprise (OMBE) in the 
Commerce Department, a new Office of Native American Programs (ONAP) was created . in • 
HEW to continue most functions and services for Indians which had been exercised by · 
the now-defunct Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO), and a new Office of Indian ··· 
Manpower Programs (OIMP) was created this past summer in the Labor Department. And 
for a brief period in the BIA, an Indian Water Rights Office was formed from Septemb~r 
1971 until December 1972, when it was permitted to fade with the rubble of the ravageq • 
BIA following the Trail of Broken Treaties takeover. Special Indian operations were ' 
also created in the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Labor, and the 
Smithsonian Institution, a federal fortress which inaugurated its "Indian Awareness 
Progl:'am11 despite a long history of exclusion of Indian people. • 

APPEARANCES 

During the Nixon years, Vice President Spiro Agnew was the first Vice President 
in history to address any national Indian assemblies. In 1969, in Albuquerque, N.M., . 
Agnew addressed the National Congress of American Indi;ins (NCAI), and in 1972 he again 
addressed the National Tribal Chairmen's Associati911,.---{NTCA), this time in Roswell, N.M. 

t! 

* 
.. 
•' 

Among highly controversial matters touching on areas where the Nixon administration 
was loudly criticized and damned by Indian individuals and groups were these: 

MORE 



NIXON/two add (AU091) 

MILITANCY 

Beginning with the Indian occupation of Alcatraz Island in November 1969, 
Indian militancy--which by the time of the Nixon scaigiJAticD has triggered over 
45 occupations across the nation--had become a thorn in the side of the Nixon 
administration, intent on quieting any appearance of domestic unrest in America 
following the disorders of the bl~ck and vivil rights movements in the 1960s. 

Largely dismissing Indian militants as "urban Indians" and "urban guerrillas," 
the Nixon administration unleashed FBI and undercover agents who began the first 
widespread surveillance of both militant and moderate Indians in the twentieth 
century. To its credit and despite policy splits within topsiders in the Nixon 
administration during massive confrontations at the BIA during 1972 and at Wounded 
Knee in 1973, a policy of restraint of physical force and negotiation prevailed, 
involving the decisions of Nixon himself, thereby avoiding massive bloodshed. 

URBAN INDIANS 

. 

At first utilizing OEO as the "lead agency" for the needs of about 500;000 
Indians living off the Indian reservations, the Nixon administration spent less ·tha~ 
$10 million on total urban Indian needs in more than five years, killed OEO itself •· 
in the summer of 1973, and has left the urban Indians' unresolved issues and unmet 
needs to the new administration of President Gerald R. Ford. 

REGIONALIZATION 

Nixon's ''New Federalism" program, aimed at dismantling the federaJ bureaucracy 
and bringing the government -home to people across the country through a program of 
regionalizing federal operations, met uniform Indian opposition because Indians 
expressed their belief that regionalization of-federal programs would dismantle 
the direct federal-tribal turst responsibility and relationship itself, and leave 
Indian tribes and communities victim to competitive minority politics dominated · .. 
lar~ely by the black conmunity across the nation. 

BIA TURBULENCE • 

At athe Interior Department, Nixon fired his first Interior Secretary Walter J. 
Hickel on Oct. 4, 1971, replacing him with Rogers C.B. Morton the following spring. 
And five Indian Commissioners or their equivalents have held tenure during.the Nixon 
years: Robert L. Bennett (Oneida) till 1969, Louis R. Bruce (Mohawk) till he was ' 
fired on Dec. 6, 1973, Richard 5. Bodman until he left for Wall Street, l1arvin L. 
Franklin (Iowa) who refused the job on grounds he would be forced to do what he 
refused to do, and currently Morris Thompson (Athabascan). 

Five major reorganizations of the BIA itself, and numberless minor reorganizations, 
occurred during the Nixon years, reflecting the un~ertainty of the BIA's mission in. 
its own eyes. Moderates among Indians pressed duting the Nixon years for the removal 
of the BIA from Interior and the creation of a separate and autonomous Indian agency, 
utilizing many potent and important voices in~the Congress itself for their ends. , 
Indian militants in September 1971 attempted to place a citizens' arrest on the BIA 
Deputy Commissioner on charges he was reversing an enlightened Nixon policy, and 
in November 1972 the BIA headquarters itself was ransacked and seized, becoming the 
focus of the most intense rage among a small but potent sector of Indians. 

MORE 



NIXON/three add (AU091) 

Did the Watergate scandals themselves, the so-called ''White House horrors" 
which prompted the first resignation of an incumbent American President in history, 
in any way touch the administration of Indian affairs? Neither insiders o:routsid~rs 
iavolved in Indian affairs in the nation's capital could say. • 

In December of 1972, however, just one month after the Trail of Broken Treaties 
takeover of the BIA building here in Washington, John Wesley Dean III, then the • 

• President I s lawyer, invoked the · principle of . "executive privilege" for members of 
the President's White House staff in refusing to appear during a probe into that 
Indian takeover by the House of Representatives Indian Affairs Subcommittee. 

And in June of 1974, learning of the scope of taped presidential conversations 
during a certain period in the White House, lawyers for top defendants in the trial 
arising from the Wounded Knee· takeover in 1973 subpoenaed any relevant presidential 
tape-recorded conversations and had promises of the appearance of Dean himself in 
the trial as a witness for the defense. 

·Among Indians working in the federal .bureaucracy, the federal courts and the 
•• Congress, feelings were mixed following Nixon's resignation. Above all there was 

a prevailing mood of stunned silence. 

White House Indian Affairs Special Assistant Bradley Patterson Jr., assessing 
the Nixon years, Indians and federal policy to AUA said: 

''It was nice enough (of former President Nix~n) tQ enunciate the (Indian) 
message, but when the chips were down we've gotten his support on Wounded Knee. 
probably Alcatraz, and on Alaska Native claims when we bad to take Interior and 0MB 
to the mat in order to win." 

Patterson said Nixon's direct involvement in top level discussions on Indian 
- matters occurred certainly on those three issues (when the White House taping syst~ 
was functioning). Patterson also said the fonner President was also, in his last :· 
direct conversations on Indian matters, involved in a decision to provide to the 
Havasupai Tribe of Arizona a recommended total of 251,000 acres of land in trust 
this past May 3 while on an airline flight to Phoenix. Ariz., where Nixon foi:mally 
announced his support for the tribe. 

And thus does a President fall into the embrace of history. 
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