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NATIONAL LAMB FEEDERS ASSOCIATION

Samusel H. Washbum, President Laird Noh, Sec.-Treas.
Route 3 ik Rogf\eh |833

Fowler, Indiana 47944 imberly, Idaho 83341
Ph. 317-884-0993 November 8, 1974 Ph. 208-733-3617

"Mr. Norman Rg;é’gfi

White House ~
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr., Ross:

Enclosed is a copy of my statement made at President
Ford's conference with livestock producers held October 30,
1974 at the White House, I didn't have extra copies that
day, but I wanted to send a copy for the conference record.

Thank you for your interest in the sheepmen's problems,
We appreciate your concern.

Sincerely yours,

@Ko e

Samuel H, Washburn
Chairman, Board of Directors
National Lamb Feeders! Association
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g ek e Statement for President Ford's Kimberly_daho 83341
' Conference with Livestock Representativés?’ "
October 30, 1974

Mr, President, thank you for this opportunity to meet
with you, I'm Sam Washburn, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the National Lamb Feeders' Association, and am
here to speak for the entire sheep and lamb industry,

First, I would like to publicly endorse the efforts of
Secretary Butz for agriculture.

The sheep industry has its lowest numbers since the USDA
started reporting livestock numbers, and its difficulties are
attributable to these principal problem areas:

1. The severe predation by coyotes;

2. Lack of adequate labor;
3. Restrictive public lands policies;
4, Marketing difficulties; and
5. Escalating costs with lower returns,

The most serious problem is that of coyote predation--
it is the most significant factor in forcing sheepmen out
of business, Since the Executive and EPA Orders of 1972
banning chemical toxicants, the coyote population has grown out
of control, and effective non-toxic means have not been found.
The worst hit industry is sheep, but this is also a problem for

the cattle and poultry industries and has had a devastating
effect on wildlife,

- -

We recommend to you to review and amend the Executive
Order banning chemical toxicants, and before so doing talk
with several of your very concerned former colleagues in the
Senate and House who have expressed themselves to you on this
subject by way of letter. These include Senators McClure,

Curtis, Bennett, and Hansen and Congressmen Rhodes and Poage
and others,

e e — N R

We like to point out the unique ability of a lamb to
produce a choice carcass on forages alone! The sheep industry
wants to start moving again, We can solve many of our own
' problems, but we are unable to solve the problems beyond our

control, In these areas we need the government's help,

| We believe better government is less government., We
endorse the free market system, and appreciate your efforts
toward keeping it that way.

% Thank you.

A T
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President Gerald Ford 1974
White House

Washington, D.C.
Dear President Ford:

Thank you for your interest and concern for livestock
producers shown by holding your conference on October 30,
1974 at the White House., I appreciated being included to
represent sheep and lamb producers.

I'm enclosing a copy of my statement for your records of
the conference,

Please call on me at any time that I might be of service.

Sincerely yours,

Ch) 2l B

Samuel H.'Washburn
Chairman, Board of Directors
National Lamb Feeders'! Association
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October 30, 1974

Mr., President, thank you for this opportunity to meet
with you. I'm Sam Washburn, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the National Lamb Feeders'! Association, and am
here to speak for the entire sheep and lamb industry.

First, I would like to publicly endorse the efforts of
Secretary Butz for agriculture.

The sheep industry has its lowest numbers since the USDA
started reporting livestock numbers, and its difficulties are
attributable to these principal problem areas:

1. The severe predation by coyotes;

2., Lack of adequate labor;
3. Restrictive public lands policies;
4, Marketing difficulties; and
5. Escalating costs with lower returnms.

The most serious problem is that of coyote predation--
it is the most significant factor in forcing sheepmen out
of business. Since the Executive and EPA Orders of 1972
banning chemical toxicants, the coyote population has grown out
of control, and effective non-toxic means have not been found,
The worst hit industry is sheep, but this is also a problem for
the cattle and poultry industries and has had a devastating
effect on wildlife,

We recommend to you to review and amend the Executive
Order banning chemical toxicants, and before so doing talk
with several of your very concerned former colleagues in the
Senate and House who have expressed themselves to you on this
subject by way of letter. These include Senators McClure,
Curtis, Bennett, and Hansen and Congressmen Rhodes and Poage
and others,

We like to point out the unique ability of a lamb to
produce a choice carcass on forages alone! The sheep industry
wants to start moving again., We can solve many of our own
problems, but we are unable to solve the problems beyond our
control., In these areas we need the government's help,

We believe better government is less government., We
endorse the free market system, and appreciate your efforts
toward keepi - that way. 3 e

Thank ygu.
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