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OCT 11 1974 

Honorable Marvin L. Each 
House of bpresen'taUfta 
1fe.ahin9ton, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Eaah1 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
The Assistant Secretary for Domestic 
and International Business 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

PreaUeat Ford. baa aaked me t.o provide ac!ditional detail on 
the npply/4-.nd imbalance on bome oanJ.n9 lids reported in 
your letter of ,t.l 17. 

au.&a of tme c.n ... "Cvreac llldutrial Repc,rt MJ4Hu 
pro4uation of Home canaiaq Cloaures as follows1 

Year -
1,,0 
1071 
1972 
1973 

ProclUO'tion of Home Cannln9 Clonrea 
ountJ.t:r (1,ooo vro••> 

8,547,000 
11,533,000 
11,455,000 

7,967,000 

be1illinary data 111lt9••t• that the rate of proclaction ha• riaen 
--. than lO peroeat. 1n 1174 over lt73, a low year. It our 
~inq t!lat. when material• are available, manufac~urera 
are vork1ll9 •ix 4aya a week and three ahift.a a day in an effort. 
to N'tiafy &Baan4. Fan.ory inventeriea at.and at reeord lova. 
Indu....,, informa u• '8t all •••Uabl• home cannia9 ecpd,pllllftt. 
bu moved or 1• -,.1n9 to reUil st.ores. Oeapite thia eff~, 
sourcoa w11min Govermneat. and incSunry agree tha't jar llda and 
caps will remain in aho&'t awpply - .... ~...... 1974. 

Delaand. for hoae eannia9 material• baa increased 170 peroen-t due, 
1n aajo.r part, to planting of around 6.5 million new fUlily 
9ardena ill 1974. h.ppliea of ~inJlat.e, the baaic raw ma~erial 
for jar lids and oapa, cont.in•• p't primarily aa a rehl.t. of 
a aubat.ct.lal reduetioa in lraporta. h:eduat.ion of clonrea 11Rtat 
compeus for acaroe t.in plat.• with unufact.ure of other produet.a. 
Although ahlp111111u of dorleat.ic t.in pl.a~• are tr nuin9 
approximately ,.e percent. above lt13 and manufacturer• are 
scheduling further OUtp\1~ inareana for the balance of lt1t, we 
do no, eq,Nt any appreciable bnt.erinv oft.he n:pply aituation 
fow jar aa4 eapa this cannin9 seaeon. 



2 

. 
For background information, we are enclo•ing a copy ot the 
Department's Soda Aah Situation Report which contains u•eful 
production, import, export and net domeatic availability infor-
mation for t.hia conaodity. The domestic •upply/demand imbalance 
on aoda ash ia ourrently reetricting the production of glaaa, 
including bottle• and jar•. In our view, both soda ash and jars 
will remain in short supply throughout 1974. 

The Department ot Commerce has received many reque•t.• from 
individuals and companies for aaaistance in obtaining materials. 
The difficulties confronting and in 
thia and other abort supply areas concern us greatly. However, 
the Department baa no legal authority under whiab i~ may alloaate 
materials to aaaiat them except for detenae purposes as provided 
by the Defense Production Act. of 19S0 as mnended.. 

In reapeat: to eince the Economic Stabilisation Act expired 
on April 30, 1974 there ia no general statutory authority to 
control prioea 1n the varioua sector• ot the economy. Alt.hough 
the ia continuing its to aware-
ness of the need to exercise in further price adjust-
ments, supply, demand and other market factors are currently 
determining price 

If you have need for any further information, pleaaa do not 
heaitate to call upon us. 

Sincerely, 
(Si~ned) 

Samuel B. Sherwin 
Deputy Aaaiatant Secretary 
for Domeatic Commerce 

cc: Mr. Norman E. Ross, Jr. 
Director 

Domeatic Council 
The White House 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

To: Honorable Frederick Dent 
Seeretary 
Department of Commerce 

Datez October 4, 1974 

ACTION REQUESTED 
r;~:;.n >~-.,c::, 1:;::;,.,, 
'c,..,j? 
, L'.".):;a 

___ Draft reply for: 
_____ President'• signature. 
_____ Underaiqned'• siqnature. 

___ Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

xxxxxxxx F 

acknowledgment or other 
appro ·ate handling. 

nish copy of reply, if any. 

___ For 

___ For comment. 

REMARKS: 

NOTE 

Prompt action is essentitlh 

:;_~-...i ,..,.,_,,.,, 
U).:Cz 
,....1,.,,-f 
'-'<l>O ;,;_,,...,.., rr,0 ~::og :::v,.,,..,.. 
-c-t=: 

c.,. 
.011 If more than 72 hours' delay HI- encountel:td, 

please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment is re-
quested. 

Please furnish information copy. Send to Norman E. Ross, Jr. Room 218, 
OEOB, Domestic Council, Telephone 456=6554 

Description: 

xxxxx Letter: ___ Telegram; Other: 
To: President Ford 

From: Marvin L. Esch, Member of Congress 
Date: September 17.ll 1974 

Subject: Shortage of Home-Canning supplies for his constituents is becoming serious. ' 

By direction of the President: 

N~~'5~. 
Assistant Director 
Domestic Council 

(Copy to remain with correspondence) 

4t.J67 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 26, 1974 

CANNING JAR AND LID SHORTAGE 

Attached is a 1 tter to the President from Congressman 
Esch regarding he severe shortage of canning lids 
and jars. 

The letter is for your appropriate handling. 



......... 
I ...W .U.. • oae,n ... -.: _. ,__. ,- IGC 
, ...... ,. t •• 17 i.. Ille .... JAeld ••••• , .. U1e 
...... ,... •• d ••• 11aa& .. ..,.u... f4Nr ,.._ .... tt. ... u. 
-.IIJl'IMlll.r, ._._MA~ S .. -- ....... ad 
Illa ..... cu li• ............ ft!Qnal 
........ ·-~ ..................... t.s.~ ..._ eeanen .,. w.&.•11 .. • ...._ d ...... 11,J' ,-••v&at , .... --=-· ,_.., ........ --- ,.. i..-. will - ..u__ - .. ,., ·- ., ....... ., ......... ,_ .. 
................ ...... .i ........ ,. ,_OM'lda 
_... ..--. wlU ........ ....i.i .. -.,ua. 
Id.Ill ....... , 

11aa.. l'd.--~IS1' 
..... __ lV Aa•bltaat .. .. .,.... -

ftie......atlella1lftalt. ... -·., ............... .,..,,..,,.~ ».c. aosu 
~a w/ial I ... t. S.. Cola for appnpriate .... liav~ . 

/ DltAff DPLr if appnpriata-. 

IILPa .111'1 w,aj4 



MARVIN L. ESCH 
REPRESENTA11VE IN CONGRESS 

2HD DIS'111ICT, MICHIGAN 

CoMMITl'EESi 
EDUCATION AND LABOR 

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS 
<ongre~~ of t{Je ltnittb &tate~ 

J}ouse of l\epresentatibes 
a.<e. 20515 

September 17, 1974 

The Hon. Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON OP'P'ICS: 
412 CANNON BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 201111 
PHoNE:: 202-22.ll-440I 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
200 EAsT HURON 

ANN ARIIOR, MICHIGAN 48108 
PHONE: 313-665-0618 

2 EAsT FRONT STREET 
MONROE, MICHIGAN 48161 

F'HoNE: 313-242-7580 

15273 FARMINCn'ON ROAD 
LlvoNIA, MICHIGAN 48154 

PHoNE: 313-261-6080 

During a recent trip to the Second Congressional District I learned from 
many constituents of the serious shortage of reusable jar lids used primarily 
for the canning of home grown foods. This shortage -- ~he cost which has 
doubled from a year ago when the lids were readily available -- has been men-
tioned by residents of the Second District at open office hours I hold regularly 
and in a survey of supermarket pricing being undertaken by many residents of 
the District. 

Due to my great concern about this matter, I have written Lewis Engman, 
Chairman of the Federal Trade CollDilission, to request a thorough and expeditious 
study to determine whether there have been any violations for which the consumer 
is being unfairly penalized. It may be the shortage of canning lids and jars 
is a result of a shortage of raw materials or production capacity. I have no 
evidence of restraint of trade being practiced by manufacturers, but certainly 
it would be helpful if the government with encouragement from the White House 
would undertake a probe to determine if there have been unfair practices. 

The inability to purchase canning lids is especially discouraging to home 
canners who had hoped to offset the high cost of vegetables and fruits. Many 
are now faced with the prospect of seeing their produce rot in backyard gardens 
because of the lack of proper canning materials. Obviously this is an absurd 
situation when the government has been encouraging the use of backyard gardens 
as a means of cutting food costs and inflation. 

Enclosed is an article from the September 10 Detroit News which described 
f the frustration of many home canners. Not only must these consumers wait in 

long lines to purchase jar lids, they must also pay a price that is more than 
double last year's 40-cent-a-dozen average cost for lids. 

Any help you can provide in coordinating a study of this situation will 
be greatly appreciated. 

my, 

ILL~ 
Member of Congress 



rk t SC C 
By MICHAEL WOWK 

:-., .. ·s Stall Writtr 

' h pme is $1 a dozen, but hundreds of home " 
ers hal'e been 1111111g up for the last three 

1t1 t1011t of the Van Born Market in 
t and to buy canning Jar lids. 

1reusable lids are the latest 111 a long 
or product shortages faced by American 

nsume~s. 

It has been· next to impossible recently to 
purchase the lids in Michigan at any price. 

Then Wayne Joseph, owner of the market 
.loca~ed at Van Born and Middle Belt, thrqugh 
"personal connections" bought out two weeks' 
production of canning jar lids from the 

. Consolidated Bottle Co., Ltd. in Montreal. 
. The $1-a,dozen pnce is more than double the 
40-cent average cost last year when the lids 

• • 

• 

were easily available. But Joseph sata 
believes he has the only supply of them now u 
the state. 

:\1rs. Arlene O'Neill of Inkster, who purcl 
. 24 dozen lids !here yesterday, agreed. 

"I've been cannW1g my own fru1 
vegetables for 1S years, and I've ne\·er 
such a shortage before," spe said. • 

"It's terrible. I've been looking every.,.. er 
but almost no one has any to sell." 

darry Thacker of Sumpte1 ·°' 
waited patiently 1n line to al n 
lids, but he didn't like the idea 

"I think these pnces are ridiculous," 
said. "But what can I do) I'd \ er ea 
bought beans, and I've got the stuf at 1 
my garden vmes now." 

Theodore Harris of Westland is not a 
canner but his boss is. 

"f live only about two blocks orn 1er 
boss asked me to come o\·er here as 
could and buy six dozen lids for n1m," 
said yesterday while waiting m 1,ne 

The Westland market also is 111b 

Jars - at S4.89 a dozen - but It t 
are the hot item. Home canners , ~eu 
jars year after year, but only a new tm, 
a rubber gasket can provide the 
freshness seal. • 

Joseph admitted he may 1ave cc 
t~mporarily the Michigan ma t 101 
demand consumer product. 

"The only advertising we did w 
sign m front of the store Friday ;a, 
canmng lids and Jars," Joseph said y 
"Word of mouth did the rest. 

"I'd estimate that since Sa irda 
probably sold abou.t 600,000 lids. 

"One man came m and bou 40 doz 
probably going to resell t 

Joseph said it cost him about 10,0 i 
truck, have an employe drire 1t :\ e 
purchase the lids and pay import duty 01 m. 

• He said he plans to offer the cannmg 
lids 'for sale - no limit to a customer 
rest of this week and probably next , or 
until the supply runs out. 

''.They'll be lining up here agam ev da} 
just like it's been for the last three days us 
we're the only ones in Michigan who ha ,as, ' 
Joseph said. • • 

Kari Theisen
Rectangle


