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LUIS MUNOZ t.1/d"?IN 
SAN JUAN, PUERTO HICO 

Hon. 'Marlow W. Cook 
Shook, Hardy and Bacon 
1776 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear·Senator: 

April 12, 1975 

• 
I enclose herewith a resolution 2nd text of the 

proposed Cowpact of Pe~~nent.Union Between Puerto 
Rico and the United States, as approved today, 
April 12, 1975, by the Puerto Ric2n members of 
the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Puerto Rico. 

\..Thile the text carries with it the consensus 
of the group, one or two members have at some points 
expressed reservations. 

Our mutual friend Jaime Benitez who leaves 
tomorrow for Washington, will deliver this letter 
to you and to the other stateside members of the 
Group. 

We are all looking forward to the forthcoming 
meeting. 

With warmest personal regards, 

LMM/clf 
Enclosures 



COMITE AD HOC SOBRE El DESARROLLO 
DEL ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO 

Edificio lntendente Ramirez - Oficina 802 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00905 

RESOLUTION 

In accordance with the agreements adopted on June 1974 
by the Ad Hoc Advisory Group, the Puerto .Rican part of this 
Ad Hoc Advisory Group forwards to its United States colleagu 
for the corresponding joint action, its proposal for a Compa, 
of Permanent Union Between Puerto ·Rico and the United States - -- -- -- ...;...___;.. ___ .;;....;;.....;..;;....;....;;... 

enclosed herewith. We recommend that the discussion of the 
proposed Compact constitute the first and principal item in 
the agenda of our forthcoming meetings to be held in 
Washington, D.C. on the 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th of May. 

The Proposed Compact of Permanent Union·between Puerto 
Rico and the United States considers, ·although it .does not 
purport to exhaust, two of the three charges included in 
our Charter of September 1973, to wit: 

1) "In order to implement the express desires of the 
people of Puerto Rico freely made in the plebiscite 
of 1967, this Ad Hoc Advisory Group will be charged 
further to develop the maximum of self-government 
and self-determination within the framework of 
Commonwealth ~-a common defense, a common market, . 
a corrnnon currency, and the indissoluble link of 
United States citizenship. 

2) "The Advisory Group will inquire into and report 
and recommend on the extent to which the statutory laws 
and administrative regulations of the United States 
should apply in Puerto _Rico. 11 

The third and last charge refers to the following: 

3) "As part of this Charter, the group must study alternate 
forms of participation in the federal decisions affectin 
the people of Puerto Rico, which the people of Puerto 
Rico ought to consider together with the presidential 
vote recorrr.nended by the first Ad Hoc Advisory Group." 

-more-
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Finally, the Charter states: 

"In keeping with the plebiscite law, no change in the 
relationship recommended by the Group, together with 
the recormnendations of the first Ad Hoc Advisory Group 
would be made unless previously approved by the people 
of Puerto Rico." 

On the right to vote in Puerto Rico for candidates for 
President and Vice-President of the United States, the Puerto 
Rican members of this Ad Hoc Advisory Group suscribe the 
recommendation of the previous Group to the effect that 
the electorate of Puerto Rico be consulted directly and 
separately on this form of participation. 

While our proposed Compact of Permanent Union includes 
several provisions which provide alternate forms of partici-
pation, we do not intend to adjuge in it the issue of the pre-

. . 
sidential vote. A majority of us consider preferable not to 
delay the final approval of this Compact by the inclusion of · 
provisions (such as a constitutional amendment) that go beyond 
the range of action of the Congress of the United States and 

· the people of Puerto Rico. 

Approved, Saturda½April 12, 1975. 

'--



cm.HTE AO HOC S09RE EL DESARROLLO 
DEL ESTADO llSRE ASOCIACO DE PUERTO RICO 

Edificio lnr£'nck11tt> R<1mirez - · Oficina 602 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00905 

PROPOSAL OF THE PUERTO RICAN MEMBERS OF THE 

AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP ON PUERTO RICO 

APRIL 12, 1975 



. . .. C0!\11TE AD HOC SOB RE EL DESARRQLLO 
DEL ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIAOO DE PUERTO RICO 

Edificio lntend~nte Ramirez - Oficina 802 
San Juan. Put!rto Rico C-3905 

PROPOSAL OF THE PUERTO RIC&~ MEMBERS OF THE 

AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP ON PUERTO RICO 

APRIL 12, 1975 

COMPACT OF PERMANENT UNION BETWEEN PUERTO RICO AND THE UNITED STAT! 

1- The Free Associated State of Puerco Rico 

The people of Puerto Rico constitute an autonomous body 

politic 9rganized by their own, free and sovereign will and in 

common agreement with the United States under the juridical 

structure and official name of the· Free Associated State of 

Puerto . Rico. 

The people of Puerto Rico, a cultural community of hispanic 

language and tradition, citizens of the United States as well 

as citizens of Puerto Rico, have repeatedly decided and have 

expressed --in their Constitutional Convention, in referendums 

and in a plebiscite specifically held to that effect-- their 

purpose to live in permanent union with the United .States upon 

mutually satisfactory and just bases. 

In fulfillment of the terms of that plebiscite and subject 

to the approval of the Congress of the United States and the 

ratification in referendum by the people of Puerto Rico, it is 

hereby agreed to reaffirm, to consolidate and to improve the 

relationship already established, by means of this Compact of 

Permanent Union Between Puerto Rico and the United States. 

-more-



2- Jurisdiction and authority of the Free Associated State of 
Puerto Rico. Delegation of certain powers to the United 
States. 

a. The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico has jurisdictic 

over the population and island of Puerto Rico, its seas, and the 

population, islands and seas adjacent to Puerto Rico. 
b. The right of the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico 

to govern itself is hereby recognized, as well as the right to 

exercise all the necessary powers and authority to govern the 

people of Puerto Rico according to its own Constitution and laws, 

to represent them, and to make a compact with the United States 

as to the nature of its present and future political relations. 

c. In the exercise of their power of self-government, the 

people of Puerto .Rico now pr~pose: 

1- To agree with the United States upon the norms, 

provisions, and procedures set forth in this Compact 

·2- To delegate to the United States the powers and 

attributes specified in this Compact 

K 3- To reserve all other powers and attributesof their 

political life to the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico or to 

the people of Puerto Rico . 
4- To recogniz_e the Supreme Court of the United States 

as final judge of the scope of this Compact, of the applicable 

provisions of the Constitution of the United States, and of 

whether or not the laws conform to its provisions. 

lJ- d. The United States will have responsibility for and 

authority with respect to foreign political affairs and defense 

-more-
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affecting the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico. Nothing 

herein shall preclude the right of the Free Associated State 

to participate in international organizations as may be 

consistent with the functions of the United States, or from 

making agreements with other countries with respect to educa-

tional, cultural, health, sporting, professional, industrial, 

agricultural, financial, commercial, scientific or technical 

relations. 

-more-
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~E:_S_~l Title to Crown Lands and Navigable Waters 

a. Lands 

All property which may have been acquired in Puerto Ric 

by the United States under the cession of Spain in the treaty of 

peace entered into on December 10, 1898, and to which the United 

States holds title, shall become the property of the Free Associ, 

State; Provided, That the United States may continue to use 

for public purposes that property which is . now being used for sue 

purposes; Provided, further, That the President may, from time tc 

time, convey to the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico those 

lands, buildings or interests in lands or other property now _ 

utilized by the United States which in his judgment are no longer 

necessary for the purposes of the United States. The President 

of the United States may, from time to time, accept by grant 

from Puerto Rico, any lands, buildings or other interests or 

property which may be needed for public purposes by the United 

States. 

b. Navigable Waters 

The harbor areas and navigable streams and bodies of 

water and submerged land underlying the same and around the 

Island of Puerto Rico and the adjacent islands and waters not 

reserved by ,the United States for public purposes nor alienated 

in any other way, sh.all become and shall continue to be the 

property of the Free Associated State; Provided, That the laws 

-more-
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of the United States for the protection and improvement of the 

navigable waters of the United States and the preservation of 

the interests of navigation and commerce, shall continue in 

force as at present, unless contrary agreed to; Provided, furthe 

That nothing contained in this Act shall be construed so as to 

affect or impair in any manner the terms or conditions of any 

authorizations, permits,. or other powers heretofore lawfully 

granted or exercised in or in respect of said waters and . submergE 

land in and surrounding said Island and its adjacent islands 

by the Secretary of Defense or other authorized officer or agent 

of the United States . 

-more-
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4- Internal Revenue 

a. Except as provided in paragraph b of this article and 

in articles 6-b and 9 of this Compact, the internal revenue laws 

of the United States shall not have effect in the Free Associated 

Sta.te of Puerto Rico. 

- b. The income tax laws of the United States may have effect 

in Puerto Rico only upon the income of residents of Puerto Rico 

derived from United States or foreign sources, but income tax 

payments to the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico upon 

income derived from United Sta_tes or foreign sources shall 

be credited against federal income tax. 

-more-
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5- Reciprocity Provisions 

a. There shall exist full reciprocity between the Free 

Associated State of Puerto Rico and the United States, the States 

of the Union and any other body politic of the United States, 

concerning the following: 

1- Giving full faith and credit to official certifications, 

. documents and judicial proceedings 

·2- Accepting and honoring rights of removal and surrender 

of fugitives 

3- Mutually exempting from taxation the official obligation~ 

issued under the authority of any of the jurisdictions referred 

·_ to above. 

b. In the interests of cooperation and efficiency, and when 

compatible ~vith their legal responsibilities and authority, 

officials of the departments and agencies of the Free Associated 

State and officials of the departments and agencies of the United 

States are directed to assist one another in the execution of 

their respective .functions. 

-more-·. 
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6. Cormnon Citizenship - Its Rights and Duties 

ao All _persons born in Puerto Rico are citizens of the 

United States and have all the rights, privileges and inmrunities 

inherent in that citizenship as well as duties pertinent thereto, 

While residing in Puerto Rico, they shall also enjoy all the 

rights, privileges and immunities and shall have all the duties 

which the Constitution and the laws of Puerto Rico confer and 

impose on its citizenso In case of a change of residence to any 

state or other jurisdiction of the United States, the citizens 

of the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall· have in addi~ 

tion to their rights and duties as citizens of.the United States, 

all the ~ights, privileges and immunities, as well as the duties 

of citizenship established by the Constitution ·and the laws of 

that state or jurisdiction. Likewise, any citizen of the United 

States who changes his residence to Puerto Rico shall, in addi-

tion to his rights and duties as citizen of the United States, 

acquire all the rights, privileges and immunities as well as the 

duties established by the Constitution and laws of Puerto Ricca 

--1---,b• The laws of the United ·states which provide loans and 

other assistance for the benefit of the health, education, 

\~ housing, opportunities for employment, and social welfare of the 
~\." \ citizens of the United States shall be applicable to the citizens 
' '{ ",\., of the United State_s residing in the Free Associated State of 

J -~ 
: .I 

' . \-. 0" 

~~7) o(' 

Puerto Ricoo When such laws require from the states or the 

-more- • 
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citizens therein, special contributions . in order to receive 

such. benefits, the Free Associated State or its citizens shall 

make the p~yments required by such law. · 

The Free Associated State shall contribute to the 

maximum of its economic capacity to improve the health, educa-

tion, housing, . opportunities for employment, and social welfare 

of the citizens of the United States residing in Puerto Rico. 

d. A system of contributory payr:ients to the Treasury of 

_)\J the United States shall be initiated, at the appropriate time, 

,( / in gradual ways which · will not substantially impede the economic 
;-( ~-\~ ~- and social development of Puerto Rico, based upon disbursements 

,\. .: • which shall be made by the Legislature of Puerto Rico from the " • ,. . •" .. , IJ general fund or any other sources subject to the legislative 
\ 

~/ action of Puerto Ricoo (See Annex A.) 
It ·, • .. -· 
a:~-;?\ 

J 
J' 

':/'\ 
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7- Security and Common Defense 

a. Laws of the United States referring to ·defense and 

national security shall apply to the Free Associated State in 

accordance with their terms. The President and the Governor will 

consult and cooperate to facilitate objectives of defense and 

national security. 

b. When the President of the United States considers 

that the security and common defense require the acquisition 

of properties in Puerto Rico, he shall thus certify to the 

Goven_1or of the Free Associated State, who shall proceed to 

acquire by expropriation or by any other means t~e required 

property and place it at the disposition of the Government of 

the United States. 

. -more-
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8- Currency 

., The currency of the United States shall be the exclusive 

currency of Puerto Rico. The laws of the United States relative 

to currency, coinage, gold and silver shall apply to Puerto Rico 2 

in accordance with their tenns. 

-more-
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9- Common Market 

a. Economic, trade and commercial relations between the 

United States . and Puerto Rico shall be conducted within the 

.framework of the common market heretofore established be.tween 

the United States and Puerto Rico. The United States shall 

not impose restrictions, tariffs, or taxes of any kind on 

articles imported into the United States from Puerto Rico, nor 

shall Puerto Rico impose restrictions, tariffs, or taxes of any 

kind on articles i mported into Puerto Rico from the United 

States. 

In recognition of the reciprocal benefits the United States 

and Puerto Rico have derived from expanding trade within the 

common market, but in recognition, also, . of worldwide interest 

in trade expansion, of United States international obligations 

and interests with regard to foreign trade liberalization, and 

of Puerto Rican interest in the expansion of its foreign trade, 

it shall be the purpose of the United States and of Puerto Rico 

to pursue policies of foreign tra.de expansion and liberalizat:lon 

jn a manner compatible with the continued expansion of trade 

and commerce within their common market economic community. 

b. Except as hereinafter provided, laws a~d tariff provi-

sions of the United States on articles imported from foreign 

countries shall be applicable in Puerto Rico. 

c. The income from customs duties, licenses for imports, 

-more-
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tariffs and taxes collected in Puerto Rico, as well as internal 

revenue taxes which may be collected on articles transported f~ 

Puerto Rico to the United States, shall be paid into the 

Treasury of Puerto Rico, after deducting the expenses of such 

collections. The terms "income" and "taxes" referred to in the 

preceding sentence shall not be underst'ood in any limited way 

and they extend to every kind of revenue, direct or indirect, 

of any nature. 

d. Notwithstanding the ·provisions in Section a. and b. of 

this article, Puerto Rico shall continue to enjoy the right to 

levy tariffs upon or otherwise to . restrict the import of coffee 

from foreign countries or the United States;[and in a manner 

consistent with the international obligations of the United 

States and after prior consultation and coordination with the 

federal authorities concerned, Puerto Rico may levy, increase, 

reduce or eltminate· tariffs on finished, semi-finished, agri-

cultural or raw materials imported dire~tly from foreign countries 

or transshipped through the United States; Provided, That any 

article containing material from foreign sources imported into 

Puerto Rico at a tariff rate lower than the tariff rate 

applicable in the United, States shall not b~· sold or shipped 

to any other point in the United States customs territory 

unless the appraised value on sale or shipment of said article 

contains at least 35 percent in value added in Puerto Rico. The 

i s ame principle shall apply to articles containing material from 

-more-



foreign -sources exported to Puerto Rico from the United States 

e. The consultation and coordination alluded to in Secti< 

shall be undertaken with the purpose of facilitating internal 

customs procedures, proposed trade agreements and commercial 

arrangements with foreign countries which Puerto Rico may be 

interested in making that may involve tariff adjustments, as 

well as international trade negotiations -undertaken by the 

United States referred to in Section f. 

f. In international trade negotiations that the United 

States may undertake, account shall be taken of the commercial 

and industrial interests of the Free A~sociated State, .as well 

as of its stage of economic development. With regard to 

commercial treaties it may enter into, the United States, in 

agreement with the Free Associated State, shall seek to have 

extendend to the exports of Puerto Rico the most favorable 

consideration. Should the Free Associated State so desire, and 

after consultation and agreement, the United States shall seek 

to have Puerto Rico accepted as an associated developing state 

which the developed countries recognize as qualifying fully 

to participate in all benefits from any regional or worldwide 

system. of preferences for developing countries. 

-more- . 
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10- Entry of Aliens into Puerto Rico 

a. Innnigration rules, regulat~ons and procedures of the 

United States shall apply to Puerto Rico in accordance with 

their terms, except when the President of the United States and 

the Governor of the Free Associated State may from time to time 

agree, in the light of economic and demographic considerations 

applicable to the Free Associated State, to limit the number of 

aliens who may be admitted to Puerto Rico or to increase the 

quota of aliens who may be admitted to Puerto Rico as resident 

aliens to meet the needs of the Free Associated State for scien-
-

tific, professional, technical, sporting, cultural, industrial, 

agricultural, and educational purposes, or for reasons of 

hospitality to political refugees. 

b. Nothing included in any· of the provisions of this 

article shall be applicable nor shall affect in any way the 

citizens of the United States and their right of free transit 

between the United States and Puerto Rico. 

-more-



----- -

11- Representation of Puerto Rico 

a. The Free Associated State shall be represented in the 

and the House of Representatives of the United States 

by one representative in each House; who shall be elected fort 

position according to the laws of Puerto Rico. They shall have 

a seat in the Senate and in the House of .Representatives of 

the United States and shall receive offical ·acknowledgement frrn 

all the departments of the Government of the United States upon 

presentation by the Department of State of a certificate of 

election issued by the Governor of Puerto Rico. Such representa 

shall have the qualifications established for members of the 

Senate and the House of Representatives, respectively. 

b. In case of a vacancy in either of these positions, it 

will be filled for the rest of the term according to the laws 

of Puerto Rico. 

-more-
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12- Applicability of Federal Laws 

a. The laws of the United States applicable to the Free 

Associated ?tate on the date of approval of this Compact shall 

continue in effect except and to the extent repealed or modifiec 

by this Compact, or incompatible with it, and except as here-

after modified, suspended or repealed in accordance with law. 

b. Laws hereafter enacted by the Congress, unless other-

wise provided by this Compact, shall not be applicable to the 

Free Associated State unless such laws explicitly refer to the 

Free Associated State and except as provided in sections c 

and d of this Article 12. 

c. Laws of the United States enacted after the effective 

I 
L,,,,J date of this Compact which are applicable to the Free Associated 

' _.t• C•";.,'t;•J I State pursuant to the J?Owers and functions expressl;y; · delegated 

,~ to the United States ·in this Compact, shall apply to the Free 

Associated State unless and except to .the extent that they are 

incompatible with this Compact except as otherwise provided in 

section d of this Article 12, and except as may otherwise be 

provided by order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 

d. In the event that the Free Associated State, prior to 

the enactment pf any law of the United States after the effective 

date of this Compact, shall notify the President of the United 

States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 

Presiding Officer of the Senate of the United States that it 

objects to the application of such law to the ·Free Associated 

-more-
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State, and shall state its reason for such objection, such lru 

shall not be applicable to _the Free Associated State unless ar 

until, by joint resolution, the Congress shall find and declar 
. 

that ·the application of such law to the Free Associated State 

essential to the interests of the United States and is compatil 

with the provisions and purposes of this· Compact; Provided, Tr 
this paragraph shall not apply to laws which directly affect th 

rights and duties of citizens and the security and common defen 

nor to foreign affairs and currency as specified in this Compact 

e. Rules, regulations and orders issued by the departments 

and agencies of the United States after the effective date of 

this Compact shall not apply to the Free Associated State unless 

and except to the extent that they are compatible with this 

Compact . In the event that the Free Associated State shall 
; ~' l .r )•v' notify a department or agency of the United States that it 

1• l objects to the application of any such rule, regulation or 
i, l " l 1 order to the Free Associated State, such rule, regulation 
,,- \,.•.1 

\\V · or order shall not be applicable to the Free Associated State "' .. , ,,, ~} unless and until the department or agency shall find and declare 

J\wl \. "''• · ( \~,( •that the application thereof to the Free Associated State is 
.\• Ill • •f \ essential to tbe interests of the United States ·and i~ compatible 

( \ . 
~/ with this Compact. Any such determination shall be subject 

' to judicial review in accordance with law. 

-more-



13- ·Assignment of Federal Functions to the Free Associated Sta 

a. The Government of the United States may from time to 

time transfer to the Free Associated State the total or partial 

performance of functions delegated to the United States by this 

Compact, provided that the Goverment ·of Puerto Rico agrees to 

perform them. _ 

Except as otherwise agreed to, the Government of Puerto 

Rico, its agencies and dependencies shall assume the expenses 

and responsibilities inherent in the assignment received. 

The officials and employees of the Government of the 

United States in charge of the functions on the date of their 

transfer shall retain the rights previously acquired by reason 

of their employment. 

b. The Congress of the United States, in appropriations 

legislation applicable to the Free Associated State, shall pro-

vide maxinrum flexibility for the use of such funds, consonant 

with the purposes and objects of the appropriations, so that the 

use of such funds may be adapted to the special circumstances 

and conditions relevant to the administration of the program 

in the Free Associated Stateo 

-more-



14- Joint Commission 

a. There is hereby created a Joint Commission for a tern 

five years, composed of six (6) members, three (3) members and 

,,I ,,,.•,. ~heir successors appointed by the President of the United Stat 
• -~ \~'"· C, and three (3) members and their · successors appointed by the 

r.J, \:<. \ \\ ,1· Governor of Puerto Rico. The Comra.ission shall adopt its own { f ~"" internal regulations. 

b. This Joint Commission has as its principal assignment J, ',) \( .J.J f-' .•~· to help in the perfection of the legal and administrative relat: 

) between the United States and Puerto Rico in agreement with the 
c,t .. ~, 0' \, fundamental obJ"ectives expressed in this Compact and, to that 

t•,l ~•· .,,~ effect, shall have the following specific assignment: 
' i 

. 1- The Connnission shall study the desirability of 

·tt\~~- ir retaining, modifying or eliminating the application of specific 

l"\ <J • Federal laws to the Free Associated State and shall give priority 
'\ -' \.t \ ,.. 0. , . " ' y ,, 

~, 
fJ" ~' ..,, .. 

in such study to the laws pertaining to communications, coastal 

shipping and administration of selective service. The Commis-
. . 

sion shall submit its reports to the President and to the 

Governor. When the report recommends the discontinuance of the 

applicability of a particular law or part of law to the Free 

Associated State, and the President of the United States and the 

Government of Puerto Rico concur -with the recommendation, it shall 

be submitted to the Congress of the United States. If ninety days, 

counted from the date when Congress receives the recommendation, 

• shall elapse without either House rejecting it, said law shall 

cease to have effect in Puerto Rico. 
-more-
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2- The Commission shall also study the possible transf 

of federal functions to agencies of the Free Associated State> j 

accordance with the provision of Article 13-a and shall make the 

• _·pertinent recommendations. \\Then they involve the transfer of 

particular federal functions to the Free Associated State, such 

recommendations shall be submitted to the President of the Unite 

States and the Governor of the Free Associated State. If both 

agree with the recommendations, the President shall by Executive 

Order provide for such transfer and shall transmit such Execu-

tive Order to the Congress. Any such Executive Order shall be-

come effective at such time as it shall specify, unless either 

. House of Congress, within ninety days from receipt of the 

Executive Order, shall object. 
c. The Commission shall have a professional and technical 

staff and may use the services of the research institutions whic] 

it deems ·convenient; and is hereby authorized to request and 

receive the cooperation of any agency, department, or bureau 

of the United States or of Puerto Rico. 

d. The Commission shall have an annual budget, to be 

shared in equal parts by the Government of. the United States 

and the Government of Puerto Rico. Tne Commission shall formulat 

· its own budget proposal annually_. Tne sum of ..,$ _____ _ 
is appropriated for the first two years of operation. 

-more-
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15- Judicial Review 

a. The courts of the United States and of the Free 

Associated-State shall have concurrent jurisdiction with respect 

to justiciable questions arising under this Compact, and actions 

instituted in the courts of the Free Associated State may not 

be removable to a federal court on the grounds that provisions 

of this Compact are in issue. 

k, b. The Free Associated State may institute and maintain 

proceedings in any court of competent jurisdiction to obtain 

relief authorized by law with respect to any law or action 

alleged- to be in contravention of this Compact, but the right 

. of the Free Associated State to maintain such proceedings shall 

not preve~t any person in any proceedings from asserting a 

claim under this Compact. 

c. _Final judgments and decrees entered by the highest court 

of the Free Associated State in which judgment could be had, which 

are wholly or partly based on questions of federal law or the 

interpretation of this Compact shall be subject, only as to these 

questions, to review by the Supreme Court of the United States 

in like manner as judgments of the courts of last resort of the 
• 

states of the Union. 

-more-
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16. United States District Court 

._, a. There shall ·exist a United States District Court 

the Free Associated State whose jurisdiction shall be the f 

as that of other District Courts of the United States, inc 

the jurisdiction over the naturalization of qualified alie 

and residents in ·the Free Associated State. 

b. All the procedures, pleadings, and records shall 

be conducted in Spanish, unless the Court, in the interest 

justice, shall otherwise determine. 

c. The selection of the jurors shall be conducted and 

~their. requisites ~hall be .guided in accordance with the laws 

~-~J. of the United States, provided that such selection and requi 

,-. \ sites are consistent with Section b of this article. ~· 
d. The United· States District Court shall not intervene 

to prev~nt the establishing or collecting of any tax imposed 

? ,,,,., by the laws of the Free Associated State . . 
1,,/ _., 

{,,t:-'_,,J 
·ori•· 

·-more-



-24-

17. Labor 

a. The public policy of the United States and of the 

Free Associated State is declared to be that the minimum wage 

in Puerto Rico be equivalent to the mini~um wage in the United 

States as soon as economic conditions in Puerto Rico so permit. 

From the moment in which this Compact becomes effective, 

the minimum wage of employees in Puerto Rico who work in 

shipping and aviation industries or enterprise~ and of those 

the products or services of which are sold or rendered sub-

stantially in the United States, shall be covered by the pro-

visions of the Fair Labor Standards A~t or any other general 

mininrum wage law of the United States. In all other cases, • 

the authority to fix mininrum wages and working hours lies in the 

Free Associated State, which assumes the responsibility to reach, 

as soon as possible, the goal set in the previous paragraph. · 

b. The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall have 

exclusive jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to labor- NLi(j 

manpgement relations, except for the shipping and aviation . 

industries,which shall be covered by the appropriate federal 

laws, as may be determined by the Congress of the United States. 

c. The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall have 

exclusive jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to laws 

and regulations on occupational health and safety, except for 
a 
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the shipping and aviation industries, Which shall be cc 

by the appropriate federal laws, as may be determined by 
Congress of the United States. · 

-more-
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18. Ecology 

The primary authority to regulate the ecology and 

environmental quality in Puerto Rico shall reside in the 

Free Associated State of Puerto Rico. 
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19.- Effective Date 

In order to become effective, this Compact shall require: 

a: Its approval by the Congress of the United States 

b. Its approval by the electorate of the Free Associated 

State in a special referendum called to that effect by the 

Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico. 

c. The official proclamation of its approval by the 

electorate of the Free Associated State and the determination 

of its effective date, which shall be determined by agreement 

between the President of the United States and --the Governor 

of Puerto Rico, to have effect within a period not longer than 

one year following its approval by the electorate. 
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20 . . Transition 

Nothing in this Compact ·shall be deemed to interrupt 

or impair the jurisdiction of the courts or quasi-judicial . 

agencies over matters pending before them at its effective 

date nor to affect, until their normal expiration, any 

franchises, permits and other grants issued prior to such 

effective date. Actions by either the United States or the 

Free Associated State prior to this Compact which would be 

lawful at its effective date, shall not be affected in any 

way by it~ approv~l. 

r 

-more-
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21. Amendments 

This Compact can be amended only by mutual agreement 

and always with the approval of the electorate of Puerto 

Rico. 

-oOo-
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ANNEX A 

Since J952, the idea has been expressed that t~e Comrnc 

wealth, by means of voluntary agreements; should make contr 

utory payments to the economic burdens of the Union between 

the United States and Puerto Rico, in a gradual manner, 

from the moment that Puerto Rico can so contribute without 

substantial injury to its economic and social development. 

Puerto Rico receives from the Government of the United State 

valuable financial, social, and other aids, and it is just at 

proper that it contribute as soon as it is able to do so tot 

Teasury of the Unit~d States, from which these benefits_ come. 

This principle is contained in the Governor's Ness age to 

the Legislature in 1952. It is also included in a Resolution 

on status, of December 3, 1962, of the Legislative Assembly of 

Puerto Rico, approved with the endorsement of all the parties, 

which expressed it thus: 

Whereas, those who support the: Commonwealth status 
conceive its maximum development in permanent union 
with the United States of America under the fol-
lowing principles: 
. . . . The adoption of a formula under which the people 
of Puerto Rico will contribute to defray the general 
expenses of the United States Government in a manner 
compatible with the stability and economic growth of 
Puerto Rico. 

The new Compact should contain a formula to determine in 

• what future circumstances such payments can and ought to begin, 
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by the authority of the Compact, from the internal sources 

which the Legislature may determine, and in what gradual way 

and to what degree those payments should be developed. Various 

fornrulas have been proposed by the Puerto Rican members of the 

Ad Hoc Committee; but the group is not entirely satisfied with 

any of them and considers that better ones can be developed. 

We reproduce below the proposed formulas and we invite the 

people to suggest, in public hearings or any other way, other 

formulas or to improve those presented. 

The formulas proposed up to the present are the following: 

1. The Free Associated State shall initiate a system 
of contributciry payments to the Federal Treasury when 
80% of the families in Puerto Rico have an annual in-
come no smaller than $4,000, in terms of .the present 
purchasing power of the dollar. 

2. The Free Associated State shall initiate a system 
·of contributory payments to the Federal Treasury when 
the average annual family income in the Free Associated 
State reaches 80% of the average annual family income 
in the state of the United States with the lowest 
family income. 

3 . . The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall 
contribute to the Federal Treasury a given percentage 
of the average of its Total Net Income during the five 
year period immediately preceding the year to be selec-
ted to begin the Free Associated State contribution. 
If this contribution were initiated in 1976, projected 
to the year 2000, the base would change five times, 
raising the amount of the Free Associated State contri-
bution, proportionally with the increase in the Total 
Net Income. 

This procedure will continue· to be applied 
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indefinitely --changing the base every five years--
until the Free Associated State contribution reaches 
a reasonable amount, which, it is estimated, will 
never exceed the average amount of the federal aid 
received during the preceding five years. 

4. · No definite payment in exact amounts of money 
would be made; the contribution would consist in 
the value of the rent for the lease of all the real 
estate which passed from the Spanish Crown to the 
Government of the United States in 1898, and which 
should have always really belonged to Puerto Rico, 
and in the value of services rendered by Puerto Rico 
to the United States, including the execution of 
federal functions which the Free Associated State 
agrees to undertake. 

The contributory payments to ·be made by authority of 

this Compact, which do not consist of taxes imposed by the 

Congress of the United States, shall be r~ised by the -

appropriations and from the funds that the Legislature of 

Puerto Rico may determine~ 

We repeat our invitation to improve thi"s as well as 

any other part of the proposed Compact bill of the Puerto 

Rican group of the Ad Hoc Committee. 

-oOo-



AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP 
ON PUERTO RICO 

1016 16th Street, NW. 
Washington, DC 20036 

April 17, 1975 

Delta C. de Colorado, Esq. 
Legal Advisor/Administrative Officer 
Ad Hoc Advisory Group on P.R. 
Edifioio Intendente Ramirez 
Room 802 
San Juan, Puerto R1oo 00905 

Dear Delia: 

This is in response to your recent inquiry con-
cerning helping each other with expenses. As you 
know, we no longer operate with our own appropriation 
of funds. We must share in the funds appropriated to 
the Domestic Council which are extremely limited. 
Therefore, muoh to my regret, we can not help defray 
the cost or air transportation for your delegation. 

We will make hotel reservations at a place or 
your choice. However, I do not believe we can ma_,• 
the same arrangements for payment at the Madison.' 
The management there was quite upset with the time 
required to receive payment for the accomodations 
provided during last June's meeting. 

I am afraid that tor this riscal year ou~ funding 
1s such that we will not be able to continue the ex-
pense sharing agreement or better times. 

Best personal regards, 

bee: Honorable Marlow W. Cook 
Mr. Norman E. Ross, Jr.,/ 

Sincerely, 

Peter J. Gallagher 
Executive Director 



TO: 

AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP 
ON PUERTO RICO 

1016 16th Street, NW. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Norman E. Ross, Jr. 

For your information __ _ 

Per your request ___ _ 

4/16/75 

A copy of the final draft of the 

Compact of Permanent Union, approved 

in San Juan on April 12, 1975. 



COMITE AO HOC SOB RE EL DESARROL.LC 
DEL ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO 

Edificio lntendente Ramirez - Oficir.a 8G2 
San Juan. Puerto Rico 00905 

RESOLUTION. 

In accordance with the agreements adopted on June 1974 
by the Ad Hoc Advisory Group, the Puerto Rican part of this 
Ad Hoc Advisory Group forwards to its United States colleagues, · 
for the corresponding joint action, its proposal for a Compact 
of Permanent Union Between Puerto Rico and the United Stntes, 
enclosed herewith. We recommend that the discussion of the 
proposed Compact constitute the first and principal item in 
the agenda of our forthcoming meetings to be held in 
Washington, D.C. on the 8th, 9th) 10th and 11th of May. 

The Proposed Compact of Permanent Union between Puerto 
Rico and the United States considers, althcugh it does not 
purport to exhaust, two of the three charges included in 
our Charter of September 1973, to wit: 

1) "In order to implement the express desires of the 
people of Puerto Rico freely made in the plebiscite 
of 1967, this Ad Hoc Advisory Group will be charged 
further to develop the maximun of self-government 
and self-determination within the framework of 
Commonwealth --a corrnnon defense, a common market, 
a cormnon currency, and the indissoluble link of 
United States citizenship. 

2) "The Advisory Group will inquire into and report 
and recorn:nend on the extent to which the statutory laws 
and administrative regulations of the United States 
should apply in Puerto Rico." 

The third and last charge refers to the following: 

3) "As part of this Charter, the group must study altern al..t.:: 
forms of participation in the federal decisions affect ing 
the people of Puerto Rico, which the people of Puerto 
Rico ought to consider together with the presidential 
vote reco~endcd by ·the first Ad Hoc Advisory Group." 
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Finally, the Charter states: 

"In keeping with the plebiscite law, no change in the 
relationship recormnended by the Group, together with 
the recormnendations of the first Ad Hoc Advisory Group 
would be made unless previously approved by the people 
of Puerto Rico. 11 

On the right to vote in Puerto Rico for candidates for 
President and Vice-President of the United States, the Puerto 
Rican members of this Ad Hoc Advisory Group suscribe the · 
reconnnendation of the previous Group to the effect that 
the electorate of Puerto Rico be consulted directly and 
separately on this form of participation. 

While our proposed Compact of Permanent Union includes 
several provisions which provide alternate forms of partici-
pation, we do not intend to adjuge in it the issue of the pre-
sidential vote. A majority of us consider preferable not to 
delay the final approval of this Compact by the inclusion of 
provisions (such as a constitutional amendment) that go beyond 
the range of action of the Congress of the United States and 

' the people of Puerto Rico. 

Approved, Saturday,April 12, 1975. 



LUIS MUf1oz r.1t.n1r-~ 
SAN JUAN, PUERTO r~co 

Hon. Marlm-1 W. Cook 
Shook, Hardy and Bacon 
1776 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Senator: 

April 12, · 1975 

I enclose herewith a resolution and text of the 
proposed Cor:i?c.Ct of Pe~.::nent. Union Bet·1:-1een Puerto 
Rico and the United States, as approved today, 
April 12, 1975, by the Puerto Ri.can members of 
the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Puerto Rico. 

While the text carries with it the consensus 
of the group, one or two members have at some points 
expressed reservations. 

Our mutual friend Jaime Benitez who leaves 
tomorrow for Washington, will deliver this letter 
to you and to the other stateside members of the 
Group. 

We are all looking forward to the forthcoming 
meeting. 

With warmest personal regards, 

Ll-f-1/clf 
Enclosures 



cm.~ITE AD HOC SOS RE EL OESA 1 ROlCO 
DEL ESTADO US~E ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO 

Edific10 lr.tPn<!,:-ntP Ramirez -· Oficir..1 802 

Sa!1 Ju3"1, Puerto Rico 00905 

PROPOSAL OF THE PUERTO RICAN ME:t-IBERS OF THE 

AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP ON PUERTO RICO 

APRIL 12, 197 5 



COWTc AD HOC SOS RE EL DESAAROLLO 
DEL ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO~RICO 

Edificio lntend~nte Ramirez - Oficina 802 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00905 

PROPOSAL OF THE PUERTO RICAN MEMBERS OF THE 

AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP ON PUERTO RICO 

APRIL 12,- 1975 

COMPACT OF PERMANENT UNION BETWEEN PUERTO RICO AND THE UNITED STATES 

1- The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico 

The people of Puerto Rico constitute an autonomous body 

politic organized by their own, free and sovereign will and in 

common agreement with the United States under the juridical 

structure and official name of the· Free Associated State of 

Puerto Rico. 

The people of Puerto Rico, a cultural community of hispanic 

language and tradition, citizens of the United States as well 

as citizens of Puerto Rico, have repeatedly decided and have 

expressed --in their Constitutional Convention, in referendums 

and in a plebiscite specifically held to that eff~ct-- their 

purpose to live in permanent union with the United States upon 

mutually satisfactory and just bases. 

• In fulfillment of the terms of that plebiscite and subject 

to the approval oft.he Congress of the United States and the 

ratification in referendum by the people of Puerto Rico, it is 

hereby agreed to reaffirm, to consolidate and to improve the 

relationship already established, by means of this Compact of 

Permanent Union Between Puerto Rico and the United States. 
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2- Jurisdiction and authoritv of the Free Associated State of 
Puerto Rico. Delegation of certain powers to the United 

• States. 

a. The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico has jurisdiction 

over the population and island of Puerto Rico, its seas, and the 

population, islands and seas adjacent to Puerto Rico. 
b. The right of the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico 

to govern itself is hereby recognized, as well as the right to 

exercise all the necessary powers and authority to govern the 

people of Puerto Rico according to its own Constitution and laws, 

to represent them, and to make a compact with the United States 

as to the nature of its present and future political relations. 

c. In the exercise of their power of self-government, the 

people of Puerto Rico now propose: 

1- To agree with the United States upon the norms, 

provisions, and procedures set forth in this Compact 

·2- To delegate to the United States the powers and 

attributes specified in this Compact 

3- To reserve all other powers and attributesof their 

political life to the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico or to 

the people of _Puerto Rico 

4- To recogniz.e the Supreme Court of the United States 

as final judge of the scope of this Compact, of the applicable 

provisions of the Constitution of the United States, and of 

whether or not the laws conform to its provisions. 

d. The United States wilL have responsibility for and 

authority with respect to foreign political affairs and defense 
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affecting the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico. Nothing 

herein ~ha~l preclude the right of the Free Associated State 

to participate in international organizations as may be 

consistent with the functions of the United States, or from 

making agreements with other countries with respect to educa-

tional, cultural, health, sporting, professional, industrial, 

agricultural, financial, commercial, scientific or technical 

relations. 
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3- . Legal Title to Crown Lands and Navigable Waters 
> 

a. Lands 

All property which may have been acquired in Puerto Rico 

by the United States under the cession of Spain in the treaty of 

peace entered into on December 10, 1898, and to which the United 

States holds title, shall become the property of the Free Associated 

State; Provided, That the United States may continue to use 

for public purposes that property which is now being used for such 

purposes; Provided, further, That the President may, from time to 

time, convey to the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico those 

lands, buildings or interests in lands or other property now 

·utilized by the United States which in his judgment are no longer 

necessary for the purposes of the United States. The President 

of the United States may, from time to time, accept by grant 

from Puerto Rico, any lands, buildings or other interests or 

property which may be needed for public purposes by the United 

States. 

b. Navigable Waters 

The harbor areas and navigable streams and bodies of 

water and submerged land underlying the same and around the 

Island of Puerto Rico and the adjacent islands and waters not 

reserved by _the United States for public purposes nor alienated 

in any other way, shall become and shall continue to be the 

property of the Free Associated State; Provided, That the laws 

-more-

r 



-5-

of the United States for the protection and improvement of the 

navigable waters of the United States .anc! the preservation of 

the interests of navigat"ion and commerce, shall continue in 

force as at present, unless contrary agreed to; Provided, further, 

That nothing contained in this Act shall be construed so as to 

affect or impair in any manner the terms or conditions of any 

authorizations, permits, or other powers heretofore lawfully 

granted or exercised in or in respect of said waters and submerged 

land in and surrounding said Island and its adjacent islands 

by the Secretary of Defense or other authorized officer or agent 

of the United States. 

.. 
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4- Internal Reven~c 

a. Except as provided in paragraph b of this article and 

in a"!'.'ticles 6-b and 9 of this Compact, the internal revenue laws 

of the Unit.ed State.s shall not have effect in the Free Associated 

State of Puerto Rico. 

b. The income tax laws of the United States may have effect 

in Puerto Rico only upon the income of residents of Puerto Rico 

derived from United States or foreign sources, but income tax 

payments to the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico upon 

income derived from United States or foreign sources shall 

be credited against federal income tax. 
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5- Rcciprocitv Provisions 

a. There shall exist full reciprocity between the Free 

Associated State of Puerto Rico and the United States, the States 

of the Union and any other body politic of the United States, 

concerning the following: 

1- Giving full faith and credit to official certifications, 

documents and judicial proceedings 

2- .Accepting and honoring rights of removal and surrender 

of fugitives 

3- Mutually exempting from taxation the official obligations 

issued under the authority of any of the jurisdictions referred 

to e.bove. 

b. In the interests of cooperation and efficiency, and when 

compatible with their legal responsibilities and authority, 

officials of the departments and agencies of the Free Associated 

State and officials of the departments and agencies of the United 

States are directed to assist one another in the execution of 

their respective functions. 
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6. Common Citizenship - Its Rights and Duties 

a. All persons born in Puerto Rico are citizens of the 

United States and have all the rights, privileges and imnrunities 

inherent in' that citizenship as well as duties pertinent thereto. 

While residing in Puerto Rico, they shall also enjoy all the 

rights, privileges and inmrunities and shall have all the duties 

which the Constitution and the laws of Puerto Rico confer and 

impose on its citizens. In case of a change of residence to any 

state or other jurisdiction of the United States, the citizens 

of the Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall have in addi-

tion to their rights and duties as citizens of the United States, 

all the rights, privileges and immunities, as well as the duties 

of citizenship established by the Constitution and the laws of 

that state or jurisdiction. Likewise, any citizen of the United 

States who changes his residence to Puerto Rico shall, in addi-

tion to his rights and duties as citizen of the United States, 

acquire all the rights, privileges and immunities as well as the 

duties established by the Constitution and laws of Puerto Rico. 

b. The laws of the United States which provide loans and 

other assistance for the benefit of the health, education, 

housing, opportunities f~r employment, and social welfare of the 

citizens of the United States shall be applicable to the citizens 

of the United States residing in the Free Associated State of 

Puerto Rico. When such laws require from the states or the 
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cit~zens therein, special contributions in order to receive 

such benefits, the Free Associated State or its citizens shall 

make the p~yments required by such law. 

c. The Free Associated State shall contribute to the 

maxinrum of its economic capacity to improve the health, educa-

tion, housing, opportunities for employment, and social welfare 

of the citizens of the United States residing in Puerto Rico. 

d. A system of contributory payments to the Treasury of 

the United States shall be initiated, at the appropriate time, 

in gradual ways which will not substantially impede the economic 

and social development of Puerto Rico, based upon disbursements 

which shall be made by the Legislature of Puerto Rico from the 

general fund or any other sources subject to the legislative 

action of Puerto Rico. (See Annex A.) 
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7_- Security and Common Defense 

a. r Laws of the United States referring to defense and 

national security shall apply to the Free Associated State in 

accordance with their terms. The President and the Governor will 

consult and cooperate to facilitate objectives of defense and 

national security. 

b. When the President of the United States considers 

that the security and common defense require the acquisition 

of properties in Puerto Rico, he shall thus certify to the 

Goven1or of the Free Associated State, who shall proceed to 

acquire by expropriation or by any other means the required 

property and place it at the disposition of the Government of 

the United States. 

. -more-
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8- Currency 

The currency of the United States shall be the exclusive 

currency of Puerto Rico. The laws of the United States relative 

to currency, coinage, gold and silver shall apply to Puerto Rico, 

in accordance with their terms. 

-more-
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9- Common Market 

a. Economic, trade and commercial relations between the 

United States and Puerto Rico shall be conducted within the 

.framework of the conunon market heretofore established between 

the United States and Puerto Rico. The United States shall 

not impose restrictions, tariffs, or taxes of any kind on 

articles imported into the United States from Puerto Rico, nor 

shall Puerto Rico impose restrictions, tariffs, or taxes of any 

kind on articles imported into Puerto Rico from the United 

States. 

In recognition of the reciprocal benefits the United States 

and Puerto Rico have derived from expanding trade within the 

common market, but in recognition, also, of worldwide interest 

in trade expansion, of United States international obligations 

and interests with regard to foreign trade liberalization, and 

of Puerto Rican interest in the expansion of its foreign trade, 

it shall be the purpose of the United States and of Puerto Rico 

to pursue policies of foreign trade expansion and liberalization 

jn a manner compatible with the continued expansion of trade 

and commerce within their cormnon market economic community. 

b. Except as hereinafter provided, laws and tariff provi-

sions of the United States on articles imported from foreign 

countries shall be applicable in Puerto Rico. 

c. The income from customs duties, licenses for imports, 
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tariffs and taxes collected in Puerto Rico, as well as internal 

revenue taxes which may be collected on articles transported from 

Puerto Rico to the United States, shall be paid into the 

Treasury of• Puerto Rico, after deducting the expenses of such 

collections. The terms "income" and "taxes" referred to in the 

preceding sentence shall not be understood in any limited way 

and they extend to every kind of revenue, direct or indirect, 

of any nature. 

d. Notwithstanding the provisions in Section a. and b. of 

this article, Puerto Rico shall continue to enjoy the right to 

levy tariffs upon or otherwise to restrict the import of coffee 

from foreign countries or the United States; and in a manner 

consistent with the international obligations of the United 

States and after prior consultation and coordination with the 

federal authorities concerned, Puerto Rico may levy, increase, 

reduce or eliminate tariffs on finished, semi-finished, agri-

cultural or raw materials imported directly from foreign countries 

or transshipped through the United States; Provided, That any 

article containing material from foreign sources imported into 

Puerto Rico at a tariff rate lower than the tariff rate 

applicable in the United States shall not be sold or shipped 

to any other point in the United States customs territory 

unless the appraised value on sale or shipment of said article 

contains at least 35 percent in value added in Puerto Rico. The 

same principle shall apply to articles containing material from 

-more-



-14-

foreign sources exported to Puerto Rico from the United States. 

e. The consultation and coordination alluded to in Section d. 

shall be undertaken with the purpose of facilitating internal 

customs procedures, proposed trade agreements and commercial 

arrangements with foreign countries which Puerto Rico may be 

interested in making that may involve. tariff adjustments, as 

well as international trade negotiations .undertaken by the 

United States referred to in Section f. 

f. In international trade negotiations that the United 

States may undertake, account shall be taken of the commercial 

and industrial interests of the Free A~sociated State, as well 

as of its stage of economic development. With regard to 

commercial treaties it may enter into, the United States, in 

agreement with the Free Associated State, shall seek to have 

extendend to the exports of Puerto Rico the ~ost favorable 

consideration. Should the Free Associated State so desire, and 

after consultation and agreement, the United States shall seek 

to have Puerto Rico accepted as an associated developing state 

which the developed countries recognize as qualifying fully 

to participate in all benefits from any regional or worldwide 

syst~m of preferences for developing countries. 
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·10- Entry of Aliens into Puerto Rico 

a. Immigration rule~, regulations and procedures of the 

United States shall apply to Puerto Rico in accordance with 

their terms, except when the President of the United States and 

the Governor of the Free Associated State may from time to time 

agree, in the light of economic and demographic considerations 

applicable to the Free Associated State, to limit the number of 

aliens who may be admitted to Puerto Rico or to increase the 

quota of aliens who may be admitted to Puerto Rico as resident 

aliens to meet the needs of the Free Associated State for scien-

tific, professional, technical, sporting, cultural, industrial, 

agricultural, and educational purposes, or for reasons of 

hospitality to political refugees. 

b. Nothing included in any of the provisions of this 

article shall be applicable nor shall affect in any way the 

citizens of the United States and their right of free transit 

between the United States and Puerto Rico. 
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11- Representation of Puerto Rico 

a. The Free Associated State shall be represented in the 

Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States 

by one representative in each House, who shall be elected for that 

position according to the laws of Puerto Rico. They shall have 

a seat in the Senate and in the House of .Representatives of 

the United States and shall receive offical acknowledgement from 

all the departments of the Government of the United States upon 

presentation by the Department of State of a certificate of 

election issued by the Governor of Puerto Rico. Such representatives 

shall have the qualifications established for members of the 

Senate and the House of Representatives, respectively. 

b. In case of a vacancy in either of these positions, it 

will be filled for the rest of the tenn according to the laws 

of Puerto Rico. 
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12- -Applicability of Federal Laws 

a. The laws of the United States :applicabfe to the Free 

Associated _State on the date of approval of this Compact shall 

continue in.effect except and to the extent repealed or modified 

by this Compact, or incompatible with it, and except as here-

after modified, suspended or repealed in accordance with law. 

b. Laws hereafter enacted by the Congress, unless other-

wise provided by this Compact, shall not be applicable to the 

Free Associated State unless such laws explicitly refer to the 

Free Associated State and except as provided in sections c 

and d of this Article 12. 

c. Laws of the United States enacted after the effective 

date of this Compact which are applicable to the Free Associated 

State pursuant to the powers and functions expressly delegated 

to the United States in this Compact, shall apply to the Free 

Associated State unless and except to the extent that they are 

incompatible with this Compact except as otherwise provided in 

section d of this Article 12, and except as may otherwise be 

provided by order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 

d. In the event that the Free Associated State, prior to 

the enactment of any law _of the United States after the effective 

date of this Compact, shall notify the President of the United 

States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 

Presiding Officer of the Senate of the United States that it 

objects to· the application of such law to the Free Associated 
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State, and shall state its reason for such objection, such law 

shall not be applicable to the Free Associated State unless and 

until, by j~int resolution, the Congress shall find and declare 

that the application of such law to the Free Associated State is 

essential to the interests of the United States and is compatible 

with the provisions and purposes of this · Compact; Provided, That 

this paragraph shall not apply to laws which directly affect the 

rights and duties of citizens and the security and common defense, 

nor to foreign affairs and currency as specified in this Compact. 

e. Rules, regulations and orders issued by the departments 

and agencies of the United States after the effective date of 

this Compact shall not apply to the Free Associated State unless 

and except to the extent that they are compatible with this 

Compact. In the event that the Free Associated State shall 

notify a department or agency of the United States that it 

objects to the application of any such rule, regulation or 

order to the Free Associated State, such rule, regulation 

or order shall not be applicable to the Free Associated State 

unless and until the department or agency shall find and declare 

that the application thereof to the Free Associated State is 

essential to the interests of the United States and is compatible 

with this Compact. Any such determination shall be subject 

' to judicial review in accordance with law. 
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13- A~signment of Federal Functions to the Free Associated S~~te 

a. The Government of the United States may from time to 

time transfer to the Free Associated State the total or partial 

perforrnance ·of functions delegated to the United States by this 

Compact, provided that the Govennent of Puerto Rico agrees to 

perform them. 

Except as otherwise agreed to, the Government of fuerto 

Rico, its agencies and dependencies shall assume the expenses 

and responsibilities inherent in the assign~ent received. 

The officials and employees of the Government of the 

United States in charge of the functions on the date of their 

transfer shall retain the rights previously acquired by reason 

of their employment. 

b . The Congress of the United States, in aµpropriations 

legislation applicsble to the Free Associated State, shall pro-

vide maximum flexibility for the use of such funds, consonant 

with the purposes and objects of the appropriations, so that the 

use of such funds may be adapted to the special circumstances 

and conditions relevant to the administration of the program 

in the Free Associated Stateo 

-more-
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14- Joint Commission 

a. Th.ere is hereby created a Joint Commission· for a term of 

five years, composed of six (6) members, three (3) members and 

~heir succes-sors appointed by the President of the United States 

and three (3) members and their successors appointed by the 

Governor of Puerto Rico. The Comraission shall adopt its own 

internal regulations. 

b. This Joint Commission has as its principal assignment 

to help in the perfection of the legal and administrative relations 

between the United States and Puerto Rico in agreement with the 

fundamental objectives expressed in this Compact and, to that 

effect, shall have the following specific assignment: 

1- The Commission shall study the desirability of 

retaining, modifying or eliminating the application of specific 

Federal laws to the Free Associated State and shall give priority 

in such study to the laws pertaining to communications, coastal 

shipping and administration of selective service. The Commis-

sion shall submit its reports to the President and to the 

Governor. When the report recommends the discontinuance of the 

applicability of a particular law or part of law to the Free 

-· Associated State, and the President of the United States and the 

Government of Puerto Rico concur with the recommendation, it shall 

be submitted to the Congress of the United States. If ninety day~, 

counted from the date when Congress receives the recommendation, 

shall elapse without either House rejecting it, said law shall 

·cease to have effect in Puerto Rico. 
-more-
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2- The Commission shall also study the possible transfer 

of federal functions to agencies of the Free Associated State, in 

accordance with the provision of Article 13-a and shall make the 

pertinent recommendations. When they involve the transfer of 

particular federal functions to the Free Associated State, such 

recommendations shall be submitted to the President of the United 

States and the Governor of the Free Associated State. If both 

agree with the recommendations, the President shall by Executive 

Order provide for such transfer and shall transmit such Execu-

tive Order to the Congress. Any such Executive Order shall be-

come effective at such time as it shall specify, unless either 

H~use of Congress, within ninety days from receipt of the 

Executive Order, shall object. 
c. The Commission shall have a professional and technical 

staff and may use the services of the research institutions which 

it deems convenient; and is hereby authorized to request and 

receive the cooperation of any agency, department, or bureau 

of the United States or of Puerto Rico. 

d. The Commission shall have an annual budget, to be 

shared in equal parts by the Government of the United States 

and the Government of Puerto Rico. The Commission shall fonnulate 

its own budget proposal annually. The sum of.$ _____ _ 

is appropriated for the first two years of operation. 

-more-
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15- Judicial Review 

a. lhe courts of the United States and of the Free 

Associated -State shall have concurrent jurisdiction with respect 

·to justiciable questions arising under this Compact, and actions 

instituted in the courts of the Free Associated State may not 

be removable to a federal court on the grounds that provisions 

of this Compact are in issue. 

b. The Free Associated State may institute and maintain 

proceedings in any court of competent jurisdiction to obtain 

relief authorized by law with respect to any law or action 

_alleged to be in contravention of this Compact, but the right 

of the Free Associated State to maintain such proceedings shall 

not preve~t any person in any proceedings from asserting a 

claim under this Compact. 

c . . Final judgments and decrees entered by the highest court 

of the Free Associated State in which judgment could be had, which 

are wholly or partly based on questions of federal law or the 

interpretation of this Compact shall be subject, only as to these 

questions, to review by the Supreme Court of the United States 

in like manner as judgments of the courts of last resort of the 

states of the Union. 

-more-
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16. United States District Court 

a. There shall exist a United States District Court for 

the Free Associated State whose jurisdiction shall be the same 

as that of other District Courts of the United States, including 

the jurisdiction over the naturalization of qualified aliens 

and residents in the Free Associated State. 

b. All the procedures, pleadings, and records shall 

be conducted in Spanish, unless the Court, in the interest of 

justice, shall otherwise determine. 

c. The selection of the jurors shall be conducted and 

their requisites ~hall be guided in accordance with the laws 

of the United States, provided that such selection and requi-

sites are consistent with Section b of this article. 

d. The United States District Court shall not intervene 

to prevent the establishing or collecting of any tax imposed · 

by the laws of the Free Associated State. 

-more-
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17. Labor 

a. The public policy of the United States and of the 
. 

Free Associated State is declared to be that the minimum wage 

in Puerto Rico be equivalent to the mini~um wage in the United 

States as soon as economic conditions in Puerto Rico so permit. 

From the moment in which this Compact becomes effective, 

the minimum wage of employees in Puerto Rico who work in 

shipping and aviation industries or enterprise~ and of those 

the products or services of which are sold or rendered sub-

stantially in the United States, shall be covered by the pro-

visions of the Fair Labor Standards Act or any other general 

minimum wage law of the United States. In all other cases, 

the authority to fix mininrum wages and working hours lies in the 

Free Associated State, which assumes the responsibility to reach, 

as soon as p·ossible, the goal set in the previous paragraph. 

b. The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall have 

exclusive jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to labor-

man~gement relations, except for the shipping and aviation 

industries,which shall be covered by the appropriate federal 

laws, as may be determined by the Congress of the United States. 

c. The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall have 

exclusive jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to laws 

and regulations on occupational health and safety, except for 

-more-
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the shipping and aviation industries, which shall be covered 

by the appropriate f~deral laws, as may be determined by the 

Congress of the United States. 

-more-
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18. Ecology 

The primary authority to regulate the ecology and 

environmental quality in Puerto Rico shall reside in the 

Free Associated State of Puerto Rico. 

-more-
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19. Effective Date 

In order to become effective, this Compact shall require: 

a: Its approval by the Congress of the United States 

b. Its approval by the electorate of the Free Associated 

State in a special referendum called to that effect by the 

Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico. 

c. The official proclamation of its approval by the 

electorate of the Free Associated State and the determination 

of its effective date, which shall be determined by agreement 

between the President of the United States and the Governor 

of Puerto Rico, to have effect within a period not longer than 

one year following its approval by the electorate. 

-more-
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20. Transition 

Nothing in this Compact shall be deemed to interrupt 

or impair the jurisdiction of the courts or quasi-judicial 

agencies over matters pending before them at its effective 

date nor to affect, until their nonnal expiration, any 

franchises, permits and other grants issued prior to such 

effective date. Actions by either the United States or the 

Free Associated State prior to this Compact which would be 

lawful at its effective date, shall not be affected in any 

way by its approval. 

-more-
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21. Amendments 

·'!his Compact can be amended only by mutual agreement 

and alwpys with the approval of the electorate of Puerto 

Rico. 

-oOo-
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ANNEX A 

Sipce ]952, the idea has been expressed that t~e Connnon-

wealth, by means of voluntary agreements, should make contrib-

utory payments to the economic burdens of the Union between 

the United States and Puerto Rico, in a gradual manner, 

from the moment that Puerto Rico can so contribute without 

substantial injury to its economic and social development. 

Puerto Rico receives from the Government of the United States 

valuable financial, social, and other aids, and it is just and 

proper that it contribute as soon as it is able to do so to the 

Teasury of the United States, from which these benefits come. 

This principle is contained in the Governor's 'Message to 

the Legislature in 1952. It is also included in a Resolution 

on status, of December 3, 1962, of the Legislative Assembly of 

Puerto Rico, approved with the endorsement of all the parties, 

which expressed it thus: 

Whereas, those who support the Commonwealth status 
conceive its maximum development in perm~nent union 
with the United States of America under the fol-
lowing principles: 
.... The adoption of a formula under which the people 
of Puerto Rico will contribute to defray the general 
expenses of the United States Government in a manner 
compatible with the stability and economic growth of 
Puerto Rico. 

The new Compact should contain a formula to determine in 

what future circumstances such payments can and ought to begin, 

-more-
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by the authority of the Compact, from the internal sources 

which the Legislature may determine, and in what gradual way 

and to what degree those payments should be developed. Various 

formulas have been proposed by the Puerto Rican members of the 

Ad Hoc Connnittee; but the group is not entirely satisfied with 

any of them and considers that better ones can be developed. 

We reproduce below the proposed formulas and we invite the 

people to suggest, in public hearings or any other way, other 

formulas or to improve those presented. 

The formulas proposed up to the present are the following: 

1. The Free Associated State shall initiate a system 
of contribut0ry payments to the Federal Treasury when 
80% of the families in Puerto Rico have an annual in-
come no smaller than $4,000, in terms of the present 
purchasing power of the dollar. 

2. The Free Associated State shall initiate a system 
·of contributory payments to the Federal Treasury when 
the average annual family income in the Free Associated 
State reaches 80% of the average annual family income 
in the state of the United States with the lowest 
family income. 

3. The Free Associated State of Puerto Rico shall 
contribute to the Federal Treasury a given percentage 
of the average of its Total Net Income during the five 
year period irr.mediately preceding the year to be selec-
ted to begin the Free Associated State contribution. 
If this contribution were initiated in 1976, projected 
to the year 2000, the base would change five times, 
raising the amount of the Free Associated State contri-
bution, proportionally ·with the increase in the Total 
Net Income. 

This procedure will continue· to be applied 

-more-
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indefinitely --changing the base every five years--
until the Free Associated State contribution reaches 
a reasonable amount, which, it is estimated, will 
never exceed the average amount of the federal aid 
received during the preceding five years. 

4.' No definite payment in exact amounts of money 
would be made; the contribution would consist in 
the value of the rent for the lease of all the real 
estate which passed from the Spanish Crown to the 
Government of the United States in 1898, and which 
should have always really belonged to Puerto Rico, 
and in the value of services rendered by Puerto Rico 
to the United States, including the execution of 
federal functions which the Free Associated State 
agrees to undertake. 

The contributory payments to be made by authority of 

this Compact, which do not consist of taxes imposed by the 

Congress of the United States, shall be raised by the 

appropriations and from the funds that the Legislature of 

Puerto Rico may determine. 

We repeat our invitation to improve this as well as 

any other part of the proposed Compact bill of the Puerto 

Rican group of the Ad Hoc Conunittee . 

-oOo-
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MEMORANDUM l'ORs 

FROM• 

SUBJECT: 

Provided as background information 
for Cannon's testimony 

April .21, 1975 

WARREN HENDRIKS 

NORM ROSS 

!,4 Boe AdYillO!]' Group on Paerto Rioo 

'l'he followi.D9 inforaa~ion on the Ad Boe AdYiaory Group 
i• provided for your at.ilint.ion parauant to our con-
Yeraation• • 

When tbe Puerto aican people voted for COllmlOnvealth 
atatua in preferenae to Statehood in the pluiacite of 
1967, they alao choae to "perfect• C011110nvealth tbro09h 
AdYieory frOupa, vbich are jointly appoiated by the 
Pre•ident and t:he Governor of Puerto llico. 'l'be Preaident 
appointed the firat eucb MYuory f,:oup joiaUy with 
foraer Governor Lui• Perre in 1970 to iDq\u.re into 
tbe qaeation of the Preaidential .ote for Puerto Ricana. 
That group reported back favorably in 1971, but no act.ion 
haa been taken and the queation a9ain being conaidered 
by a aecond Advisory Group initiated on Septeaber 27, 1973. 

Thia -cond Adviaory Group been charged to iDveatJ.qate 
•t1i• extent to which the lawa and &4ainiatrat1ve regulations 
of the united Statu aboulcS apply in Puerto llico." The 
Croup bu lit lNDlbera• 7 appoill1:e4 by former Pnaident Ni:xon 
and 7 by Governor BerDaclea-COlon. Senator Cook i• chairman 
of the United State• 4elegatioa. Th• other umber• are 
Senator• BucJtl•y and Bennett Jobnatont Con9re•-n Don 
Clawaen and Foley, former CoNrnor Richard Ogilvie, and 
Paul BoWell, a oil aan. 

The ooaeatic Council vu iAatruaental in eaubliabinq the . 
aecoud croup. The Group's Charter 4e•1CJDAted 18 month• 
•• the time needed to accoapliah the objecUYes ••t forth 
in the Charter. Baaed on a atartJ.119 date of September 27, 
1973, the AdYiaory Groap ahould haTe e011plete4 it• 'WOrk 
on March 31, 1975. However, the of the Group's 
deliberatiOJla baa not JB&de thia poaaible. 
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Prior to June 30, 1974, the MYiaory Group was financed 
from the fund• prcwided by the President'• Baergency 
l'UDd. This fund vaa eliainated by Con9r••• in the PY 1975 
appropriation proce••· On July 1, 1974, the 
Council provided the nec•••ary funds and peraonnel 
vacanci•• to enable tbe Group to continue their operat.iona. 

Th• Advisory Group baa a staff ot three people. 'l'he 
Bxa011ilve DireftOr (GS-15), Admlnletrative Officer 
(CS•l3) and a Secretary (GS-9) provide ataff support 
to the Group. I hope t.he Croup can aoaplete it• work 
by June 30, 1975. 

NROSS/pt 4-21-75 

cc:WH files w 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

April 26, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: NORM ROS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Ad Hoc A 

What is the story on this? Were we to help them get funds for the 
conference? 

Attachment 
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AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP 
ON PUERTO RICO 

1016 16th Street, NW. 
Washington, DC 20036 

April 15, 1975 

Honorable James M. Cannon 
Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Affairs 
The \i\r'hite House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Jim: 

You will find enclosed herein the final draft presentation 
by the Puerto Rican Delegation to the Full Committee of a proposed 
Compact of Permanent Union between the United States and Puerto 
Rico~ It is vitally important that we have some input from your 
organization within the near future relative to this document. 

A hoped-for final meeting of the Advisory Group will be 
held in Washington on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, May 8th, 
9th, and 10th, pursuant to a notice placed in the Federal Register. 

As background information, the Advisory Group is a joint 
selection by the President of the United States and the Governor of 
Puerto Rico, authorized under Public Law 600 adopted by the Congress 
in 1950, for the purpose of recommendations to the President and the 
Congress relative to any problems which may exist between the 
United States and Puerto Rico. The proposal to be discussed on 
May 8th, 9th and 10th is of major significance in regard to the future 
association of Puerto Rico and the Mainland. Thus, any input we 
could have from your shop would be very valuable. 

I do wish to apologize for advising you that the Ad Hoc 
Advisory Group on Puerto Rico comes under the jurisdiction of the 
Domestic Council, but then I am sure you have yet to find all the 
ramifications of your position. Hoping that this advice does not 
come as a shock, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

Ma ow~----
Chairman 
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• Jt had · to happen, sooner or later. The Issue • = :-•:;..-----:---~·< :-:l ·. ·:·· • • • • · ' ·. • :. •·. 
or the political status of ruerto_ Rico has become ti I .• .. _.,..,:- .\:·, ~ -- •• •• r,, Ju· AN·M . . .. . .. ~. 
a key international concern. This fact has been substan- • t· i r.-. :·\' .. -.~= . ••.•. •. I'/ ' . • • . . f 

f tiated by ~c,ne_ o!h~r than ~ohn Scali,_u.s_. Amb_assador . t ! ') ::; . • ,J :_l _.: ;· • GARCIA . '· ·-:; 
• to the Umted !\at1ons. In _an ~xpios1ve interview last . ._· fr. }-.'~!1f'C:::,•,~1 ~- • • ,: • · . QU /\ ·.· • ·f1 
:· :~-- week (STAR, M~rch ~)--the_ amb_as~ador· made ~l~~r . C\' :''j -~_1 .... ;~'::·- ~--. • rASSALAC ··'.'·-. ::, 

-~ . ·that Cuba's role Ill the U'.N. concerrung Puerto Rico s - ~.:, ,, ; •• • ', .-.:· -~ · • • G cl r 1 1 a ·• 
-. ~· political status will be a declslve.Cactor in determining : r-~..-l- ~ -:~·· .::- :.' •• , •• < 3f.-,_a. AS_!~..:~!~ ·-.?... . • . : t .. 

.· the Cutur! of di.ilomatic relations between the U.S. · ~,fliE SAN JUAN.STAR-.W'---<lncsday, April 2, 1975 
•• and ~he Caribbean socialist republ!c. And of_ course,- [ __ \ · -~ :;:,~ C :~ • ' :· • . _ _ , · .i 

relations _b~tween Cuba an_d the ~-S. are !he keystone , both agreed that_ it \:,ould ·cenle_r a~ound a prompt~-
., to the pol1t1cal !utur~ oC the i\mcncas.·_ . :, ·, _ . consideration by the U.S. Congress _of the - recom- 1 

Ironically,_ just when the status ferment cobs Jn·. mendatlons of the Ad • Hoc Committee· on Status. . l .. 
• • ·: ~ur ijla~d ;. due·_. to the.· econom!c ~risis·; _.we • b~come __ Scali expressed confidence that "th~ ~erlcan side } 

a pawn . m an ~ternat1onal ~wer. struggle •. It~ ou_r .- of the ad hoc a4vlsory groµp· will hav~ the greatest -
fate."' •• . :- - •. : ··:- :·• ' ·: _,, :· .- . . · .-·: sympathy and understanding !or Puerto Rico's aspira-;: 
.. • We must rem!.;id ourselves that the _whole matter.: tions ·and des1res to modernize· relations with the ' 

. originated . with a change of strategy oy. the Pro \ _q,s. J am'_ ·confident all vi~ws will b_c settled to l 
- Independence· ~!ovcment (n~w the Socialist ~arty) i~' - _Puerto Rico's ·satisfaction." Thus, u: ~s the Ad _ Hoc i 

;_: P1e _late 1960's . ._::A!ter Jong Internal debate, _the. move- ·: Committee vei:sus Ute :United Nations. .-_ . . - • . . 
;; :_._ m·ent decided lo ,_::internationalize'_', the s~atus _issue. "j _. I __ believe • this .sltl,!atlon : to be a "bi-eakthrou&h • J 
~::-:- .N'«;>t~cin( (before anyone else ~d) . f:b«: emergence of._- in· tl)e history of tht(status iss~e~ ".. . .. . . .. • _.i ;' 
t::'- t,he _ third world· as - cohesive._ ~t~rnaUonal_ force, ... . It ls no secret that the U.S. _ is .. on the • way" 
t -·they began to senrl re.prcsentatives to minor confcrerices·.:of scrapping its . "special· relationship" with Latin 1 
f ., to l)lcad "U'le. colonial case of. Puerto ~ico, ,.. !he ·_ America, except for Mexico .md tbe Caribbean, which ,· I 
:· .issue arose slowly through tne echelot:,s of international ~-s-till hold · military-strategic and economic value for ·1 
i • conferences, until if rea·ched the United -Nations, .first :··the nation. These are the conclusions of a very recent ,1 
: ::at n1e ~ommittee ievel, then in the G_enerafAssembl:y, ... tBrooking~ Institu~on _study. _As A. Lelb~witz. has ·said t 
~- The patient and . thorough strategy of the PSP paid . .' (STAR,March 3); citing Washington sources, the U.S. ' i t off, (inally, on August 28, !srr.z.· :;:::': ~--~ i>.: .:, . ~: .. -· : :~power elite· _views the-Cari_bbean in mili_tary terms,---~ 
~- .;, • -On that date, the U.N. De.colonization Committee ·: _and "no part _of_the Cari!Jbean may safely be permitted . l 
i• (popularly kno·,..-n as the Committee of 24) reopened_ through conquest or subversion or even through orde,ly . 
~,. 'the _ Puerto Rican case,·, which had been closed at .- process '(emphasis ours) to serve as a military power : 

. the U.N. since 1953: Thus, almost 20 _years after base hostile to the United States." This .fact ls causing . , 
~-- withdrawing the case from its own·-jurisdiction, the "increased U.S. ·concern," given what Leibowitz. calls . 
f: U.N .. became a forum for the "Puerto Rican case." ''the growin·g general left-wing movement In the world ... , 
,: __ At that" tim~. observers from Washington disc~unted Puerto Rico is right in the middle of that very important , , 

the event ~s ."unimportant,'.' labeling it "much ado . international development. • ' . : 
over nothing"- (Konslant, STAR, July 30-72). They -· .. • As Tomas Stella has 'pointed out, Marxists here , t haven't. said anything since Scali_ spoke here _last 'are no longer_ the _ butt of a ·joke -(~'.f A!t, _l\l~rch ·, 

•• week. They shouldn't . . •• :, >. : ·:<: .. -- : ·:· • '<.-·:;·.· -_-; 21); · Just last week, none other. than Fidel Castro •• 
l:-"·. : Since 19i2; the case· of Puerto ·Rico has become · himself stated tliat "Puerto Rico awaits· the solidarity • 
~:~·a . cause ~elebr~.at_ th~ U.N .,:"mainly. at the instigation· ·_ of all in its·abnegated fight for 1'reedom. ", The economic-~ 
~-_, of Cu~-ian ambas_s~dor :nicai:do ~arcon Q~esada_ On~ ' and political embargo of.the Organization or.American ; 
·-_ August 16, 1973 he appeared before the. Decolonization _ States against Cuba will, in an_ probability, be l!fted ·-1 

Committee to · p.ese'nt fomially before It the position· ·this ·spring, anci the socialist republic will then .return ·• 
', : of pro~independence groups· in the island: The Ferre • to the OAS, brlnging with - it of course, the Puerto 
J: ;administration followed the ~opular Dem9eratic Party's , Rican '_'case." John Scali, Nelson !{ockefeller and Henry .t t • strategy of the }950's and __ appomted a Puerto I:_tican :, Kissinger have _all_ been here. recenUy. Sen. Marlow •1 
~: delegate. within the U.S, delegatio!1 - to --~e{end l~e :._cook will be_ here on April 5 _chart the . further .J 

· -l: position of the majority of the e1ectorate against ~steps" .. of the Ad H~ Committee. Gov. Hernandez 
~-- independence. Howe·ver, the Decolonization ... s Committee Colon was In · the • 'White House last week. , It smells ·• ~ 
: • report fin.ally approved by the General Assembly included like negotiations to me. • . - • _ _. :.- •. 
[ • a· staterrient in favor or _Puerto Rico's "right to ln· ' . . The intemationalliati9n of the P.uerto RiciUi status ; 

- ;: dependence.'~. The-,c~se,.Jt: s_ee~.e~ th1:n, _woulll _rest · issue opens-· new phase in our politlcal , history: . As: .. ;. 
~·there . . .. • .. _--: --~--~-. :;·;,.:.;-~ ·_ - :· • .. _ • · · commonwealth faces its U.N. crisis, it will prompt : } . f -• Not so. The next" year, _the ·p.N. Committee did : a de:cision between lndependence~-iµid stateh~ Our . "'f 
:- another· unexpected . thing. - It · decided to hear. PSP . • people will ask for statehood soon. . ·• -:·,~ --~- . _ :-~-; ·:-,,:.:-.::J 

• : • Secretary Juan Marl Bras 'and: PIP _President Ruben l. -_ ....... -- ... ·- • ··-:~· -·_---- -- - • ·:·...-:.'.. :. -•---.-..-·. :: •. ~.:..·-• 
; • Berrios . on . the Puerto· Rican· .. ~•case." In a -change•~ • • · • -i .'. . • • :· ; 
._" of strategy,' as yet unexplained, the_H.emandez. Colonf . . _-L: -:::-t::-.:-":i'.,.:· _ ; __ •. - · -· . •.-· .... 
.. administration decided not to send any Puei:to Ricans; • • ·- ... • ... . 
'·to the august international body to defend the electoral_: :. ----
1. m·ajorities and left the job in the hands of U-S~·: 
• ambassador ScalL By default_as well as by th~_~uge 

weight of third 'ii.-orld countries in the -U.N., the 
:. U.S. and. the Puerto • Rican government 'were -put,.: 
. very obviously,· for the first time in 20 • years, on I 
• the defensive befo.re the world community. . • • -
: • Pro-indepenrlerice groups escalated. On March 17, 
• 1974 Fcrml.n Arralza Miranda, on behalf or the PSP,_ r c_cinvinced ,a.me~ting of third world foreign ~!_ll_sters ·;, :-:-rn Havana lo un·anlmously push for _ the _recognition:j , - .•. , 
:· of_ "P0uerto Rico's·· national liberation · movement" asj . •. 
, • the .;legitimate represcntative" of the Puerto Rican i · 
·people" before the U.N.,.and.to_ask the international J • 

; body to·send "a visiting team''. to our is!and (Claridad, 3 
;i_ '. l\tari:h
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25)- \'-,'ith the precedents "or Portuguese rel>eis1 
=, ~and Palestinian guerr~as ... b~hind it; the stateme~t} 
_: of _this Non-Aligned Con!erence _under Cuban leadership~ 
--~ means that • pro-lndependen·ce leaders. may· soon 'l>e.~ 
~-· appointed ,as observer~members.of tbe~U-~,/and t?c'f 
i• da)'. may not be far in._which_Ju~ Marl. Bras addresses./ 
:_ the U:N· _General As.~e_mbl,!- ?s .-'.~r~_pr~en~tiv~ «;>f -~~ej 
_ . Puerto Rican ;x-ople. 1 .' ·, • . . . . . _ • ·• ; • - • • . : 

, : . It's a helf of a situation for pro:ecmmonwealth1 
;. forces both here and _in_ Washhiglon.. That _is ,;cry! 
-. obviously the reason· why -~ajl~stated i:1 San Juan.I 

; . last ·week: "If Cuba persfstn11 ·1ts attltude.s. on Puerto, 
, Rico· this could make a significant diUcrcnce i!l, effortsi 

,·. to lm~rovc relations. We would regard it as slgn1 
~~- that .· C;,stro .. is · _not Interested.''. He a_lso. met ··w_1Ui1l 
): .. Gov .. Hcm~dez Colon on Saturdny, .. March 22 to 
-~- "plan ·a ·stratc,ty to f; ·" ,, .. 1tj'('o·,~·\ing_· cvcn~s,.: and, 

• ..,L!,__,; I I ' '• • f t i 

-· .. 

' • • .. 

. .. 

.. ·.. . 

.... .. 
I• •, . . .. \ . ... ·- ... 
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perspectlva W)® tr~tw®[itfi ~~,v·~: .~·~;; ;;'.p;;t:iv·i 
• ••:r .... ;q -· rs - tn•rnta ht •--• l I I 1 let& I &II Ill , .... 't t• ................ 

,i •I , ! 
i ' ,,,..~ . ';.11o ,,, "t 

~-.t•!J .:.~,"J~ 

Se enreda· 
·, ' ,,~, ' 

la.madeja 
1'!n su ··confert·ncia d'-' prensa ooJ lunc.s, el quirterael controld~ ht conco por la. se™!illll rn-

gotK-rnador 1 lt!rntl ndl'l Col(,n ammcl6 SU J)rop,66Uo -. ion de que la conco solo 50 d(!()tca a rcllnnr pt."-
dt! crcar un.i corporuclon publica • para ~J tr6foo crudo, ndentras que Tes<>ro se dedM~ Ju • • 
dcsurrollo ck 108 r<!(.-ursos nrtl\u·alcs dcl pals. ,xploracl6n y explotacJou de hl~1u·bur011, 

Esta t.·orporacion publica • ~erfa eJ arma cuenta con el equlpo y c.l penonul oo ei_~r~ncia 
<>pcrndonal y financforn dcl Oepartamcnto de para t•stc tipo de labor y •~ !limr,tifi(•.lirta Ja 
ltt'Cursos Nnturnlcs y tcndrtn umpliwt poderes bUsqooda de Joa ~lebrt.~ yac-ht1h.lf1los. 
purn cxpforor y cxpll>tnr los rncunos nelurah_,.ll P(•ro h;1y mtts. 
dt.>1 pub ln(·Juyendotl pclroleo quc sc dlce ~ut.h.'l ~· , ~:t Gobornndor ha dlt.:ho que u base de lo 
en wan~ c::,mt1dodc-~ •• tn lo costu norte. rcconumdacion de la nrmo De-lgoyt>r y ftkNnuijh• 

'l'anlo Julio Nt-gronl,cunndo dir.laJa la Aulorlda-d ton, ~• wobit>f110 comeni.ar4 lo expJuracion Lan 
de la Fucn!t1s l-'luv-lulos; como &?factual dlrt"1;tor pronto &ea P'>llblt?. t Y qul~nca son Oclgoyer y 
t'jecutlvo. William Mlrunda ~larln, hnn dkho que • McNaughton'! Putia vat~ &on oxpertos en ·Reunlog 
r.stos ym:imitmt~ de pctrofoo, si C$ qui.! ttxb11en. de ~lrolN> <1uc trnbujan bojo controto eon la 
t>St.ln localbodos ml\~ nlla de las trc! millu.., tun;. firrna dC' abogotlos Vit1$<m. l';iklns, Connally y 
tjcas qu~ murcun t•J Uniile dt> laa uguus terrl-- • .SrniUl. • • • 
J,riaks dt' Puerlo Hico. • • :' l-!st~ es unu.dc tos l.>Ufet<!s CJlK' tambi~n trabaJu 
• Si (!S asl. co~o _JnformM Negroni y Mirondn . _rn Wushingl~n por~ ta admlnlstracl6n.dl'}lern6n: 
~lartn. ('SOS yattm,entos ~rtcnt'Ccn al Gobicmo • de't Colon: Su .socio princl~f ts J°"o (Jon.t~ally. 
f t'der..il y no al de l'uerto lt1co. Asf Ins cosos. ntt'I qulcn ha 11do Goberoador de •~xas, Secrd1rto ck 
podrla nuc?stro Dcpn'rtumt-nto de Rccunos • 19 Marion. uno d" los ayudantes prh\Cip~Jcs drl 
Nuturalt-s ex~dir• }X.'ftnisos de exploradi)n y pre$klente Ni"on y a .quicn c~te tr.at6, untcs de 
<•xploluci6n; . . . :_ ,,

1 
c~lnllnarstH?J escandatod<i ·Waler{(atf, •ve-nder' a 

. f;s" ~r~ho co I' i~pon~. l ofo a :Ja F •de I '_'"- ·lo8 reOO,bJkt llltl '-'«>rnocandldetoa fa pr,eai~ncb1 
J •, n•• • Y omc~ 'Y .b- l • d : 1 udo J,j re A _rio~ . dr E!lfo.d1 Unldoa. • ' · ' , , ... .' • 1 _ 

Colcrnun. . qufon t•stu trabaja nd,, en ta 
pti!puraciott d(' lt1 lt>gtstucl6n <tUl" somt•trro d 
Goooruador a lo Aaambha l~l(islativll pn,r In 
creado,:1 de In corf'(lracion publics quc bresu ron 
cl w.ur1lQ de lo., hidrocarbur<Mt. Lo lnlcr1?$anle 
aqul ei quc Coleman socio dcl l,ufolt• Vinwn, 
!!;Jkins, tommlly y SmUh. 

l';J Gohernadur se n<>g6 (lt1lrc(tnr ;1 lu Asemble£1 
l..(ogi?Llativ.i los infuruH.'8 httchos por lu Auloridod 
de tua Ji"um1hi& 1-'luvialrt. m cuunt,> .1 lo! pwlbles 
yadmlcnt~ df.' petrolro, t!llo. a pctmr de qut! cf 
~prc~:ntantt, -llolwrto nexuch IJcnltl"l, rn itt~ I 
t·onver~ndorn.•s cnn el dlrt.-clor ejccutlvo tfo lo . 

• At'f", rec.~k() que no <~lahu inltirl'~ud,> <m conor.rr f 
la loeaHwd6n di• h»i-&UPUl:'slos ynchn,rnltJI\. 

Que lo unlcu que que,rlr, tiubcr t•ru ~i <·n vt>rdad 
t•xhsthn1 e:;u& yo<:lmlenlo.'i para protcg«.>rlP& como 
p,.irtc <Jet patrhnunio naciornd mt'diunte un 
proyecto ~c tey, ya quc· la ley de mlnerla vl&cnte 
no flja los Umilcs d~ las. uguo11 territoriales di? 
Pu<•rto ltko. 

f:n 1>u ArllcuJo 2, cstc proyccto dispooo que 'A 
los clcclos M cst;1 l<'y st.' cntcndcrtl por areas • 

. cubh:rla& JH.lr Ins "1t(Ot1~ dcl •tuir ll'rritoriul }0t, 
tm:rl"\i , u1Ul'I' hlw. bojo ogum1 1m <•guL t alrc-
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