











the indicators would probably assume a meaningful pattern in tine

for intelligence to give warning 15-30 days prior to attack.

»

O, We have estimated in SNIE 1l-7=5L that the buses in the
Kola, Chukotski, and Kamchatka areas have the capacity of launch-
ing 300 eireralt., However, we do not believe that they are presently
capable of doing se at short notice, Acsordingly we balieve it
virtually impossible that an attack of this scale lawmnched against
the U8 in 19%h eould achieve a high degree of surprise, A very

mueh raduced sczle of attack might, however, achieve a high degree
of surprise even in 19%4.

&r, By 1957 the bases, training, and equipment of the Soviet
Long=Range Alr Force could, by a main effort, be improved to a
point where only minimum preparations would be required in advance
of & maximue atteck. In this case, the pericd of warning might be
reduced to the time required for the staging operation at the Chu=
kotski, Kamchatka, and Kola bases, Intelligence migh% be able to
discover the movement of alreraft to the staging bases, and if this
novement were in fact observed, we believe that at least 2L hours
warning of the launching of the attack could be given., However, if
thiz movement was rot discovered, warning of attack could be given
only if eontimucus reconnaissance of the staging areas was being
carrisd sut. In such a case the period of warning might be reduced
to a few hours, or even virtually to zero, because of probable
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