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MR. RUBIN: Okay. It's a briefing on the President's
trip to Santiago by the National Security Adviser, Samuel Berger; the
United States Trade Representative, Charlene Barshefsky; and the
Counselor to the President and Special Envoy for the Americas, Mack

McLarty. Thank you.

MR. BERGER: Thank you, Eric. I'm pleased to be joined
by Charlene Barshefsky and Mack McLarty. Together we want to preview
for you the President's to Chile this week, both for a state visit

and for the Santiago Summit of the Americas.

I'd like to spend a few minutes describing what we hope
to accomplish during this trip and how it fits into the President's
focus on the Western Hemisphere. I'll also run through the schedule
of key events. Mack will speak about the summit in more detail, the
road traveled from Miami, and what we'll be focusing on in Santiago.
And then Charlene will talk about our vital trade agenda in the
Americas and update you on where we are with respect to the free

trade area of the Americas.



Let me start, first of all, on the focus that the
President has placed on our hemisphere over the past year. The state
visit to Chile and the Santiago Summit are the culmination of a
yearlong engagement with the Americas, arising from -- originating
back, actually, three and a half years ago with the first Summit of
the Americas, which the President convened in Miami in 1994. As you
know, the President then last year went to Mexico, Central America,
and the Caribbean in May, and in October went to Venezuela, Brazil,

and Argentina. °

The objective of these trips, of these visits is to
build upon an extraordinary convergence of our hemisphere around
values and interests we share -- in democracy, open market economies,
and cooperation against common threats. There has been a quiet
revolution in this hemisphere, and the President is determined to

build upon it.

As the chart that is not behind me illustrates, but the
one that's behind the one that's behind me -- 34 of the 35 nations
today in the hemisphere embrace democracy and free markets, as you
can see, compared to the time of the '67 and '56 summits. Now, lest
you add up the numbers and say that our crack graphics squad cannot
add, there obviously have been an additional number of countries in

the hemisphere during this period.

Decades of civil war and coups have given way generally



in the hemisphere to peace and stability. Despite the peso crisis in
Mexico and the effects of the Asian financial problems, economic
reforms in the hemisphere have resulted in the lowest inflation and
highest growth in two decades. Forty-two percent of all US exports
-- Ross Perot does this somehow easier, I don't know quite how he

does it -- forty-two percent of all U.S. exports, $286 billion go to

hemispheric countries in 1997. That represents a 17 percent increase

in exports in 1997.

Q From when?

MR. BERGER: From the year before. Versus a 5.6 rise
worldwide. And if you look at this chart, you see the extent of our
overall exports that go to the western hemisphere. And quite a bit
of that is to Latin America, but when you take out Latin America,
Canada, and the Caribbean, it's $308 billion. The resultis -- ina
sense these two charts capture the two important trends of
democratization and economic growth and economic market opening which
resulted in the hemisphere being united as never before as we enter

the 21st century.

Now, Mack will talk more about the road from Miami to
Santiago, but it certainly has been a road that has been marked by a
number of concrete realizations of commitments that were made in
Miami. In Miami we agreed to expedite ratification of a protocol

providing that any state that ceased to become a democracy would be



expelled from the OAS. That was done in October '97. We agreed to
initiate a process of regional confidence building. Since then we
have established an OAS committee on hemispheric security. On the
economic integration side, you can see from these charts, what is
happening is not only economic growth but economic integration
between us as and the hemisphere and within the hemisphere, within

regional groups within the hemisphere.

We talked at the summit about eradicating poverty and
trying to combat disease. In 1995, for example, the First Lady
launched a measles elimination program. Those cases today have been
reduced from 23,000 in 1994 to roughly 2,000 in the hemisphere today.
In Miami we agreed to recommend that multilateral development
emphasize microenterprises, microlending. The Inter-American
Development Bank has adopted a five-year $500 million strategy to

promote microenterprises.

In the area of the environment, there were a number of
commitments made in Miami, national action plans to take the lead out
of gasoline. In 1996 12 countries had eliminated leaded gas, and by

2001 there will be 20.
Those are simply illustrative of a series of the roughly
100 commitments that were made in Miami and the progress that has

been made on most of them.

Now, the people in Latin America have chosen democracy



and open markets, but for democracy and markets to endure they must
deliver for their people. That is, their pcople need to understand

that democracy delivers, that democracy works. They need to move
beyond the basic building blocks of elections and market economics to
the second generation of issues faced by all democracies, but
particularly new democracies: education, rule of law, health care,
worker rights, press freedom, anti-corruption. And this is precisely
what the agenda and the focus of the summit in Santiago will be --

the second-generation issues that these countries face together, and
where cooperation can help give democracy deeper roots. And Mack

will have more to say about this in a few minutes.

On the economic integration side, the Miami Summit set
forth a vision of bringing the Americas together around open markets
through a Free Trade of the Americas Agreement by the year 2005. In
Santiago the leaders will launch negotiations with timetables and a
work plan. They will direct their trade ministers to begin
negotiations with the objective of concrete progress by the year

2000. Charlene will talk more about that.

They will establish a mechanism to allow labor, the
environment, and other civil groups to contribute to this FTAA
process. And they will also pursue commitments to strengthen bank
regulation and market oversight to promote stability in financial
markets, something that since Miami we have come to learn is far more

important.



Now, let me talk a bit about Chile itself, because the
first two days of the trip is a state visit to Chile, and it will
really give the President an opportunity to spotlight Chile's quite
impressive achievements. Chile is a country that has succeeded in
achieving both an increase in economic growth and a decrease in its
poverty rate. Its annual growth since 1990 has averaged 6.9 percent,
while its poverty rate has dropped from 40 percent in 1990 to 23

percent in 1997.

Rresident Frei is committed to providing access to
computer networks, for example, for all 1,500 secondary schools and

50 percent of primary schools by the year 2000.

The Chile of today has emerged from the turbulent and
dark past that we are all too familiar with to become a vibrant
democracy working to ensure that all of its citizens share in the

fruits of an open market economy.

Now let me briefly just run through the schedule so you
can know where you're going to be at various points. We will leave
Wednesday at about 8:30 p.m. and arrive in Santiago at 6:30 a.m. in

the morning -- a delightful red-eye, all-night flight.

On Thursday the President will meet with President Frei.
They will finalize and then sign a U.S.-Chile communique on which
we've been working. They will tour a neighborhood of Santiago and

have a roundtable conversation with community leaders, which will



provide an opportunity to discuss Chile's record of economic growth
and poverty reduction. And then finally -- not finally, next to
finally -- the President will address business leaders, which

together with the event in a poor neighborhood, will provide I think
the two sides of the coin that we've talked about so much; that is,
economic growth to provide opportunity, a social safety net in order
to make sure that that opportunity is spread widely. And then that

evening there will be a state dinner.

On Friday we will helicopter to Valparaiso, where the
President will address a joint session of the Congress, in which he
undoubtedly will highlight Chile's success in reclaiming its
democracy and spreading the benefits of its prosperity to more of its
people. We'll tour a rural area near Valparaiso, and return to

Santiago.

Saturday begins the summit. In the morning most of the
events will take place in the Sheraton Hotel. In the opening session
the President and President Frei will make opening remarks which will
be open to the press. Then they will have sessions during the day
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., three discussions: one on democracy,
one on education, one on poverty alleviation. And then that evening

there will be a summit gala for leaders and spouses.

And then on Sunday the summit resumes at 9:00 a.m. at
the Sheraton. There will be two leader discussion sessions, one on

trade, and the final one, which really has no specific agenda will be



essentially an open-ended discussion. At about 12:30 the summit will
conclude at the former Congress building with statements from several
leaders, including President Clinton, President Frei, Prime Minister
Chretien, since Canada is likely to be the host of the next Summit of

the Americas.

The President will then go speak to the staff and
families at the embassy, as he always does when he travels. And we
will depart for Washington about 3:45 p.m. and a mere 10 hours later

we will be back in Washington.

Let me ask Charlene and then Mack to speak and then

we'll take -- Mack, then Charlene.

MR. MCLARTY: Sandy, thank you. The President and our
administration has had a policy of sustained engagement and the
intense Presidential focus that was noted in Sandy's comments for the
past several years, in fact, beginning from the first days of the

administration.

We are well aware, the President is acutely aware, of
our history in the region from time to time, which has been marked by
intervention or neglect. I think he is also keenly aware of this
quiet revolution that Sandy noted, a profound change, in many ways as
profound as the fall of the Berlin Wall. We have both, from time to
time, used the phrase "this is not your father's Latin America,"

which is, I think, a good way of describing some of the changes --



remarkable changes of 34 out of 35 countries are now democratic. In
Central America we don't have the United States and the Soviet Union
in a Cold War battlefield or civil wars there. And in fact the

export market for U.S. goods in Central America is larger than all of

the former Soviet states put together.

The real story from an economic standpoint has been the
taming of hyperinflation, which, of course, was the cruelest burden
to those below the poverty line. Some example of that is Argentina
in 1989 had an inflation rate of 5,000 percent; today it's .3 percent
with a 7 percent annualized growth rate. As the minister of finance
told us in Brazil when we traveled there, our inflation rate, Mr.
President, is 5 percent; the difference is, that is an annual figure

not a weekly one. So a remarkable economic change.

In terms of the sustained engagement, our goal is to
create what we have phrased as a Greater Americas, based on mutual
trust, respect, and reward. And we have certainly discussed with the
American people about our views regarding Latin America. After all,
we are the fifth largest Hispanic nation in the world, the United

States, and in turn, to sharpen and improve their views of us.

Sandy has already noted the first-term record of the
convening of the summit -- restoring peace in Guatemala, as friends
of that process; restoring democracy in Haiti; the support of the
Mexico peso crisis; and the passage of the NAFTA; as well as the two

presidential trips to the region, including two summits with the



Central American leaders and the Caribbean leaders.

The Vice President has traveled to the region five
times, emphasizing economic growth and environmental stewardship.
The First Lady has traveled to the region four times, emphasizing
issues of health care, poverty, and including all aspects of women's

inclusion in society as well as indigenous people.

Now, the Miami Summit affirmed what is called the first
generation of reform, which are free and fair elections, stable and
open economies. And [ think it's fair to say an architecture was put
in place to further that progress, and one of the centerpieces -- not
the only, but one of the centerpieces was the Free Trade Area of the

Americas by the year 2005.

We have made real progress on that road from Miami to
the promise of Santiago, but the key point here is that progress is
not assured and not guaranteed. It is critical in my view, as
someone from the private sector, to have a second generation of
reform in order to sustain the first generation, the macroeconomic

reform.

I think most of us would agree the bright line between
foreign policy and domestic policy has blurred. You'll see that at
this summit. From a U.S. perspective, whether it's jobs, the

economy, energy prices, gasoline prices with summer vacations coming



up, education, fighting the drug trade, alleviating poverty, or
protecting the air we breathe, the issues we will discuss at this
summit are the issues that affect our citizens and families here at
home. They are issues that our people care about and care about

deeply.

The summit agenda will very much follow the Miami

agenda: first, strengthening our respective democracies; secondly, trade and economics, including financial
coordination, which I think

should be emphasized and highlights; thirdly, addressing poverty; and
fourth, of course, emphasizing education. We'll certainly try to
marshal resources, particularly where we have leverage in the
multilateral organizations -- the Inter-American Development Bank,
the World Bank, the Pan-American Health Organization -- particularly

focusing those resources on education.

[ think in terms of education the emphasis to strengthen
the resources devoted in Latin America to primary and secondary
education is particularly important to strengthen their democracies
and their economies. There are clearly dramatic changes in terms of
distance learning taking place throughout the hemisphere and indeed
the world and our own country. And some of the same issues,
including resources, teachers in the classroom, size of the

classroom, and so forth, will be very much discussed at the summit.

I think it's a fair question to ask, how is improving
education in Latin America going to help people here in the United

States? I think the answer is, good schools make good neighbors.



Education advances our economic and security interest in the region.
First, it expands the middle class that buys U.S. goods and services
that are noted on this chart. Secondly, it reduces the opportunity

to buy or sell illegal drugs to be part of that undercurrent and
undertow. It reduces illegal immigration by encouraging people to
stay at home with their families, and it makes for more stable
democracies, and with partners who are ready and willing and able, as
they have demonstrated, to stand by us not only in the hemisphere,
but in terms of our peacekeeping efforts in Bosnia and our efforts in

the Persian Gulf.

You have a number of presidents who have spent a number
of years devoting their efforts to education, including President
Clinton. President Cardoso has been a lifelong teacher and
academician, as has his wife; President Zedillo a former Minister of
Education; President Frei, President Figueres and others have talked
about and been dedicated to educational reform for at least a decade,

if not longer.

I think all of us would agree in this global economy,
which Ambassador Barshefsky will talk about, the key to inclusive
growth both here in this hemisphere and worldwide, is education. And

in many ways I think that will be the legacy of this summit.

In terms of democracy, I think we will see an emphasis
on broader democratic participation, certainly the strengthening of

the judicial system in Latin America -- a fair, open professional



judiciary is key to any modern contemporary working democracy.
Attorney General Reno, Justice Breyer have worked very diligently on

this effort.

Press freedom -- something important specifically to all
of you in this room, is an issue we have pushed, encouraged, and the
President raised it when he went to Argentina on our last trip, and
the hemisphere embraced it. And through the inter-American human
rights part of the OAS, no new bureaucracy, we will establish, I
think, at this summit a special rapporteur to advocate for freedom of

expression.

Now, that may be perhaps even more important than just
the fundamental tenant of freedom of expression, because over the
past 10 years 200 journalists have been killed in Latin America and
some in the United States in pursuit of a story, doing their job
professionally and responsibly. And I think this effort will clearly

help address these crimes of impunity.

I think, finally, corruption is certainly a very
important issue in the hemisphere. The hemisphere is leading the way
with the signing of the Corruption Convention over a year ago, and
that measure, as I think was announced here, has been sent to our

Congress for ratification.

The region clearly still has too much poverty -- over

150 million below the poverty line, despite the progress that Sandy



noted. And these targeted issues, while they can be viewed as rather
mundane, are critical for including everyone in an open-market
democracy in terms of microcredit to small business -- which |
certainly can identify with coming from a small business, a
family-owned business -- land titling; and certainly women's issues

and inclusion in the economy and the democracy.

In terms of the economic issues, Charlene will speak to
the trade issues specifically. I'd just like to note a couple of
things very briefly. First of all, we should look at not only trade,
economic integration, which is obviously occurring in a rather
dramatic way, but we should look also at investment and we should
look at financial coordination, that is. the stability of the banking
system and the financial markets. We've seen what can happen
seriously in Mexico, in this hemisphere, when that does not take
place in the right way, and certainly in Asia. And I think Latin
America in many ways has become a model to emulate there, as opposed
to avoid, and has shown a remarkable resilience in the face of Asia
contagion because they've had the capacity and the will to act in

relatively modern financial systems.

In terms of energy on the economy, three of our four top
energy suppliers are from this hemisphere. And I think all of us
understand the relation to energy prices, inflation, and our overall

economy.

In terms of the FTAA launch, there is a true consensus



we'll have a comprehensive and a credible launch, and that should not
be taken for granted and it should not be minimized. The importance
of it I think is very clear, with 40 percent of our exports going to

this hemisphere, with our exports growing twice the rate to this

hemisphere as any other region in the world.

One fact, as a business person, about half of the
population in Latin America is under 21 years of age. So if you
project that market potential out in a natural market, the numbers
obviously become very compelling and very important. We export more
to Brazil than we do to China, more to Chile where we are visiting

than we do to India.

In terms of the summit process, I think the region has
found its voice on the world stage. We have a much more mature
dialogue in the region than in any times, I think, in the past. |
think it is time to put our consultations on a more regular basis and
I think this Santiago summit will accomplish that. We'll schedule
the next time and place for the next summit meeting. I think the
agenda has been one reached by consensus and I think, in that regard,
we have a common agenda. The issues that we address in Santiago are
issues that matter to the American people and to the people

throughout the Americas.

I think the real opportunity of Santiago is to change

the very shape and nature of the character of our relationship in the



hemisphere, and to have truly a foundation for both security and

prosperity as we move toward the 21st century.

AMBASSADOR BARSHEFSKY: I'll try and be brief. We've
talked about the political declaration that the leaders made in 1994
at Miami, that there should be a free trade area of the Americas. As
important as that political declaration was in 1994, the formal
launch of these negotiations following three and a half years of
preparatory work, ensures the realization of the Miami vision. There
will be a free trade area of the Americas. A comprehensive launch

will be initiated in Santiago, along with all that that implies.

And let me tell you what has been agreed. First off,
the entire negotiating structure from here to 2005 has been agreed.
The first three years of the process will be hosted by Miami. The
final two and a half years of the process will be co-chaired by the
United States and Brazil. We in the United States were very
concerned about this launch that is in the start and the conclusion,
because there are two parts of a negotiation that matter, and only

two: the setup in the beginning, and the end.

The middle will always go as the middle goes -- up and
down, sometimes fast, sometimes slow, the trajectory is usually
positive. But the setup is very, very important, and that's Miami.
And the conclusion, by co-chairing with our other major hemispheric

partner, ensures that we will indeed conclude the agreement on time.



We have also agreed on concrete progress by 2000. I
think this will largely be reflected in the negotiation and adoption
of a series of business facilitation measures. Let me give you some
illustrative examples of what that might encompass: customs, meaning
customs coordination, meaning paperless entry with respect to
customs; a series of provisions related to government procurement and
transparency in government procurement -- there is very little
transparency of the process in our hemisphere now; services trade, |
think we'll see some progress there of a very concrete nature. |
also think we'll see some progress with respect to telecommunications

trade and some other areas.

We have also for the first time established a committee
within the FTAA itself to receive the views of labor, environmental
NGOs, and other groups who obviously have a stake in the outcome of
the process. The setting up of this committee is really rather a
milestone in the history of the FTAA thus far. Our hemisphere has
been reluctant to establish a committee within the FTAA to listen to
the views of civil society broadly and to take those views into

account in the course of the negotiation.

This year there has been rather -- [ should say over the
last several years -- there has been rather a change of attitude, and
I think a growing recognition in our hemisphere that people -- all
segments of society -- need to feel empowered by this process of
hemispheric integration, not dissmpowered by it. And so we have for

the first time now established a committee within the FTAA to be



chaired by the ministers themselves, that is to say, by those most
responsible directly to their political constituencies, to take into
account these views and to translate these views, where appropriate,

into negotiating objectives.

In addition to, as Mack said, a credible launch, the
launch will be very comprehensive, covering all areas of trade and
covering areas of trade we can project into the future -- so global
electronic commerce now figures prominently on the agenda, as it
should, since Internet usage in our hemisphere has the highest rate
of usage, the highest growth rate in the world, including in Asia,

interesting.

Economically, as you know, the markets of Latin America
are the most dynamic, and the most dynamic export markets for us.
And let me just add for your use a couple of extra numbers. As Sandy
Berger said, in 1997, our exports for Latin America and the Caribbean
grew more than three times as fast as our exports to the rest of the
world. During the second half of 1997, we exported more to our

hemisphere than to the entirety of the European Union.

In 1997, Mexico surpassed Japan as our second largest
trading partner. Think about that a minute. Mexico has an economy
one-twelfth the size of Japan. We sell more to Mexico than we do to
Japan, and they have now surpassed Japan as our second largest

trading partner.



And last, our export increases to the Western Hemisphere
accounted for 63 percent of our export growth worldwide in 1997.
That is to say, 63 percent of the growth in our exports globally
stayed in our hemisphere, went to our hemisphere. And much of that

is accounted for indeed by Canada and Mexico.

Let me just say in closing that because of the economic
transformation in Latin America, including, as Mack pointed out,
reigning in hyperinflation, you have 500 million consumers, a
burgeoning middle class, and extraordinary opportunity for American
exports. And this is exports in all of the categories that we see,
and in all of these categories we've experienced substantial growth

already -- and that is in goods, in services, in agriculture as well.

You also have a wave of privatization in our hemisphere,
and as we look at areas like power generation, energy,
telecommunications, the United States is well poised to capture those
opportunities as well. And this range of opportunity will be
enhanced substantially as Latin American barriers come down. Their
tariff barriers alone average four times what ours are to their
products, and non-tariff barriers in Latin America remain a
persistent problem. So we see a substantial expansion of opportunity

for the United States as we pursue the FTAA.

And by opportunity, of course, I mean U.S. jobs, because
that's what the bottom line is here from our point of view. We

already have an economy in which, of new jobs created, one in five



depend on exports. One in five new jobs are in manufacturing and
dependent on exports. And we know that exports pay on average 15

percent more than non-export related jobs.

Our future in terms of increasing U.S. economic growth
is in exports; it is in opening markets abroad where the other 96
percent of the world's population lives, and most particularly, in
our hemisphere, which we ought to view as our neighborhood. We need
to remain well-positioned to capture that opportunity, and that is

what the FTAA will do.

MR. BERGER: Questions. Have we worn you down?

Q -- have you been able to convince the labor unions

that this is such a good thing for them?

MR. BERGER: We will obviously be consulting as we go
along in these negotiations with labor and business, with Congress
and all other affected segments of society, to convey what I think is
clear, and that is that the future of America's economic growth and a

greater production of jobs is going to come in greater trade.

Q How far can you negotiate until you need fast

track? How many months or years until you absolutely --

MR. BERGER: Let me answer and then I'll ask Charlene to



answer. We launched the Uruguay Round of the GATT negotiations -- in
Uruguay, by the way -- (laughter) -- without fast track authority,

and did not have fast track authority for over two years in those
negotiations. Obviously, as we come to the conclusion -- or before

we get to the conclusion of these negotiations, that is something

that we will need to have, and it's something the President is deeply
committed to obtain, and we will continue to work towards that
objective. But I don't think it is necessary for the launch of these

negotiations.

Charlene.

AMBASSADOR BARSHEFSKY: Yes, if I might say, I think the fast track question points up to a kind of split
dynamic that's

occurring in our hemisphere. The launch of these negotiations is as
well positioned as it could possibly be. That's with or without fast
track. We have precisely the launch, the scope, the U.S. at the
center of it, that we want it to have, and that we would have had

whether we had fast track now or not.

But what you see in our hemisphere, on the other hand,
is an acceleration in sub-regional integration -- that is, in
countries integrating with each other around the United States, not
with the United States. And so you see an acceleration of ties
between Mercosur -- that is, Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay
-- and the Central American countries. An acceleration of the ties

between Mercosur and the Andeans; an acceleration between Canada and



Chile; between Chile and certain of the Central Americans; or between

Chile and Mexico; Mexico and Mercosur; the EU and Mercosur; Asia and

Mexico.

That acceleration has occurred, I believe, because
countries see a potential window of opportunity that they might not
have envisioned had the U.S. had fast track right now. That's not
from our point of view an overly positive development. We don't
object to these sub-regional arrangements, obviously, where they
expand trade, as most tend to do. But we do want to ensure that the
United States remains at the center, as the center of a constellation
of trading relationships. The FTAA launch helps us reassert that
central role, but the acceleration of sub-regional integration is

something I think we have to look at very carefully.

Q When do you need to have fast track, though? The
launch is next week, but obviously, you're going to need -- and it
looks now like the administration is not going to even push again

until next year.

AMBASSADOR BARSHEFSKY: We have said all along that the
timing of fast track depends on two things -- one is the substance,
and the second is the chemistry, both of which we continue to consult
with Congress on. And, as Sandy has said, fast track remains a

priority for this administration.

Q -- going to be embarrassing, really, because this



was the goal, wasn't it -- to have Chile on board for a NAFTA thing?
It sounds like everything you've said is a rationale of trying to get

around the fact that you failed in --

MR. BERGER: [I'll say a couple of things, Helen. First
of all, what we set out to do in Miami in 1994 was to launch a free
trade area for the Americas, a negotiation at this summit; we're

going to do that. And those negotiations will proceed vigorously.

There is, in addition to that, obviously more to this
summit, as there was more to Miami, than trade. And I think one of
the things that I've talked about, Mack has talked about, are the
other issues that increasingly are important to the quality of
democracy and the quality of society in these countries. Obviously,
to take full advantage of the growth in this hemisphere and to reach
fruition in a free trade agreement we will need to have fast track

authority. But I believe we will have it.

MR. MCLARTY: Sandy, let me just reenforce a couple of
points there. First of all, I think the Miami summit, it should be
restated -- if the centerpiece, as many suggested, was the
establishment of the FTAA with Chile having a comprehensive trade
agreement, the heart of the Miami summit was democracy -- the 34
countries that had moved toward democracy; indeed, established
political liberty and democracy. And they are two sides of the same

coin.



Secondly, I think we should keep agreements in
perspective. What is driving this process and these numbers are not
trade agreements. What is driving this process is the
interconnective global economy and the private sector, both
businesses large and small, and ultimately the consumers' knowledge
of and desire for lower priced, competitively priced goods and

services.

So I think Helen, had the President and the
administration -- and [ have heard this on my some 40 or so trips to
Latin America -- not made a concerted effort to achieve fast track,
then I think you would have some concerns and problems. I think it
is well recognized in these democratically elected governments that,
as we discussed earlier, our batting average on legislation and trade
legislation is very good. They have their own Congresses, and

they're not always successful in a perfectly straight line either.

So I think what is important is to move forward with
momentum on this agenda, as Ambassador Barshefsky has noted. And
finally, I would suggest the actual summit agenda, which was reached
by consensus, was actually essentially agreed upon in large measure

over a year ago, well before the fast track vote even took place.

Q Ambassador Barshefsky, you said that the United
States is at the center of this process. In Santiago, Brazil will be
signing a number of trade agreements, and the President won't be

signing any. I wonder, most commentators seem to think that Brazil



is now at the center of this process. How do you avoid having the

President look like he's become superfluous?

AMBASSADOR BARSHEFSKY: Well, should I start with the
fact that we're a $7 trillion economy? The United States will always
be at the center. But your question goes exactly to the point I made
before, which is you see an acceleration in the coming together of
sub-regional arrangements to the exclusion of the United States. And
this is really where fast track becomes important -- not for the
launch; the Uruguay Round was launched without fast track and we're
well positioned here, excellently positioned here with respect to the

launch of the FTAA negotiations.

Where the rubber hits the road is where you see other
countries integrating around us, and for that we're going to need

fast track authority.

I do think, now that there will be this comprehensive
launch of negotiations, we will soon see countries focus their
resources on that. And I think that will begin to subsume a lot of
this other sub-regional activity, but for right now what you see, in
this last six months especially since the fast track vote was
postponed, is an acceleration with respect to the level of
sub-regional negotiation. But in terms of the United States, the

United States is a 7 trillion pound gorilla.

MR. MCLARTY: One quick thing, I think the negotiations



are not win-lose. I think the FTAA is clearly a win-win proposition,
and 1 think the markets are indeed very complementary of each other.
I think we see that in terms of resources -- | spoke of energy -- and

of investments in the region, which Charlene spoke of, infrastructure
projects -- so I want to make sure when we talk about the center of
what we do need to have is the position in the launch, which we have,
to shape the agreements, particularly on issues that are important to

us and the American people.

Q Is Pinochet going to attend the Congress, the

National Congress event on Friday? Do you know what to expect?

MR. BERGER: We don't know whether he will.

Q Have there been conversations with Chilean

officials about whether he's going to come?

MR. BERGER: [ know it's been a subject of some
discussions at the advance level, but I have no idea whether he's

going to be there or not.

Q Will that affect what the President says if he's in

the audience?

MR. BERGER: No, he will say the same thing whether
he's in the audience or not. Chile is a democracy with a glorious

recent history of having reclaimed its democracy, and I can assure



you that what the President says will not be affected by whether

General Pinochet is in the audience or not.

Q And what bilaterals is he going to have on the

sidelines of this summit?

MR. BERGER: Not absolutely clear because of the nature
of this. This is a little bit more like -- for those of you who were
on the Africa trip -- Entebbe in a sense than a situation where there
will be formal bilats. There will be opportunities in the breaks for
the President to sit down with President Zedillo, Prime Minister

Chretien, and a number of others. It will be somewhat more informal.

Q What about -- will he have a special message about

Paraguay's recent turmoil over the elections there?

MR. BERGER: Our message will be the same as the
message of all of the countries that are in the region -- Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, and others -- which is that we hope and expect that

constitutional democracy will be upheld in Paraguay.

Q Sandy, two of the subjects of the summit are
education and combatting poverty. What is the United States going to
do concretely on those issues? Are there going to be commitments of

money or --

MR. BERGER: Well, on education there will be



commitments, not only in terms of multilateral funding but also
bilateral commitments as well. I'll let Mack, perhaps, speak more

specifically about it. Go ahead, Mack.

MR. MCLARTY: John, I'll get you the precise figure. 1
think your question is on point in terms of marshaling resources and
leveling and leveraging the multilateral agencies, particularly the
Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank and both President
Iglesias and President Wolfensohn will be in attendance at
the summit. I think the AID has had an active program in the
hemisphere; as you know, they will continue that with somewhat
reduced funding over the last several years, but targeting that

funding, particularly in terms of the poverty efforts.

But I think what you will see is a continued, concerted,
focused, and effective effort on the part of the governments, both at
the federal, state, and local levels in Latin America, take full
advantage of these expanded resources. And I think you will see
their efforts in terms of poverty alleviation to be quite effective
and to be sustained efforts. We obviously want to be fully

supportive of that.

In terms of education, there will be a number of
memoranda of education agreements signed with Chile, with Brazil.
And Secretary Riley, of course, will be on the trip and can answer, |
think, in specific detail the educational aspects that will take

place at the summit and with Chile.



Q I apologize if it's been asked before -- are there

American business leaders going with the President.

MR. BERGER: There are not American business leaders
going with the President. There of course are many American
companies that have subsidiaries in Chile. The President will be
speaking to the American Chamber of Commerce in Chile, as he does in

a number of countries. But there -- as far as | know, none going on

the trip.

Q So there's no delegation as there was to Africa.

MR. BERGER: There will be a Congressional delegation
that will be going with us, as there has been in all of our trips in
the second term. And we look forward to that. But I don't -- there

will be no private delegation.

Q Many members of the Hispanic caucus in the

delegation?

MR. BERGER: Yes.

Q Mack, you mentioned that on the economic agenda,
international financial stability will be a big point in Santiago.
Right after the peso crisis, the United States took the lead in

international fora, particularly the G-7, to address this problem



through the IMF, with greater transparency and surveillance of
international banking, et cetera. And for about a couple of years,
there was an awful lot of self-congratulations, that a lot progress
had been made -- it's even in the Halifax and Leone communiques --
and boom, we got the Asian crisis when there had been every

indication that enough prevention had taken place.

What are you going to be doing in Santiago to reassure
investors and consumers and everybody else in the world that

something is finally taking hold to prevent this kind of crisis?

MR. MCLARTY: Well, I think, increasingly, as I noted,
Latin America has been looked at as a model to emulate, not avoid, in
terms of financial institutions, central banking functions and reform
of the banking system. I saw that both at the APEC conference in
Vancouver, where you had Asian leaders and members of the private
sector from those countries attending APEC talk to President Zedillo,
discuss with President Frei, what they had done in that regard. I

saw it again at the Davos Conference World Economic Forum.

While it is not perfect, clearly the leaders in Latin
America have had the capacity and the will to act in terms of fiscal
discipline. That's why their inflation rates have stayed under
control, that's why their budget deficits are much, much smaller, 1
think, overall, than even many countries in Europe. And I think we
will want to support an increasing and deepening of that kind of

transparency and openness that the financial markets clearly judge.



And I think that's why you have seen to date stable financial markets
in Latin America despite a sharp decline in oil prices, where many of

the economies are very dependent on oil prices.

I think you're correct in terms of the efforts the
President has made to provide leadership in overall financial
architectures -- Secretary Rubin and Secretary Bentsen before him and
actually started at the G-7 in Naples. I think it's clear more needs
to be done, and particularly reform, in a local basis in the
individual countries affected, which is at the very heart of the IMF
program. I think the difference is Latin America has taken those
reforms and has taken very positive steps, and in some of the areas

they have not.

MR. BERGER: And if you meant to ask by that question
whether we would welcome Congress passing the supplemental, which
would provide IMF funding and funding for the NAB, which grows
directly out of Halifax and is specifically designed to provide for

these kind of circumstances -- the answer is yes.

Q Sandy, also what I was wondering about was having
put their house in order, as you put it -- the Latin American
countries -- are you going to try and enlist them in Santiago to help
you globally, have them put some pressure on Asian finance ministries

and banking supervisor groups and so on.

MR. BERGER: I think this is happening informally



already. In Vancouver, when APEC met at the end of last year, |
think President Zedillo had an enormous impact there. In a sense,

he's walked through the valley of the shadow of death, and he's come out on the other side. And he said to the leaders,
there are certain

rules that you've got to follow: you've got to tell the truth, you've
got to take the hard knocks as quickly as you can, and you've got to

restore the confidence of the markets.

I think there is beginning to be, as I've said before, a
differentiation in this global financial marketplace. Not all
emerging markets are alike; not all Asian markets are alike; not all
Latin Americans are alike; some are more disciplined than others;
some are better run than others. And I think that the time that's
passed since the Asian problems began, in some ways established that
degree of differentiation on the part of international investors to
be a little bit more discriminating and a little less spontaneous in

terms of the movement of capital.

Q While we're on international stabilization issues,
Japan a few weeks ago announced a package of stimulation measures to
revive the Japanese economy. But despite that, the IMF global world
economic outlook today forecasts zero growth for Japan for 1998.
Does that mean that they have taken insufficient steps? Are you

looking for them to do anything else?

MR. BERGER: Well, I don't know what factors they took
into account when they made that judgment. We have said that the

steps that the Japanese government undertook last week were good



steps forward but that, as we've said before, it is extremely
important that that economy be stimulated and increase at a faster
rate of growth -- not only for its own health but also for the

overall health of the Asian economies.

Q Sandy, you just touched on drug trafficking briefly
-- what progress do you expect on the idea of multilateral drug
certification and on the possibility of a Latin counter-narcotics

center in Panama?

MR. BERGER: Well, let me answer and then ask Mack to
add. We will make progress at this summit in expanding the
multilateral alliance against drugs that we began to talk about when
we were in Mexico and Brazil and elsewhere. The purposes of these
efforts are to increase cooperation throughout the hemisphere, both a
demand reduction and supply reduction. And to the extent that we can
-- and they will include an element of evaluation of the performance
of individual countries. And we think this is an important step

forward.

Q Could this be a replacement of certification with

time?

MR. BERGER: Well, certification is an act of Congress;
it's the law of the land. We obviously intend to comply with it.
Both of these are directed toward the goal of enhancing cooperation

in fighting drugs in the hemisphere. If at some future point the



alliance were strong enough and viable enough that it were advancing
that goal, obviously one might take a look at that. But I think at

this point | would say they complement each other.

Q Yes, but if this certification is U.S. -- | mean,
unilateral measure from the United States, and as you are trying to
build a partnership with Latin America, this alternative would be the

only politically correct solution on the long run, wouldn't it?

MR. BERGER: Well, we certainly want to be politically
correct. As | said, both of these -- the motivation of both of these
regimes is to enhance the cooperation throughout the hemisphere on
fighting drugs, which is a deadly threat to each country in this
hemisphere. Whether it's the United States that purchases $57
billion worth of drugs, which poisons our children, or other
countries where the narco-traffickers are eating away at the very
foundations of democracy, there is no greater threat we have in
common. And so it is extremely important that we work on this
problem together through whatever means we can. We think the
alliance against drugs will be one more instrument to advance that

cooperation.

MR. MCLARTY: Well, the only -- I think Sandy really has
covered the subject very well. The only additional point I would
make in terms of the cooperation is that from a Latin standpoint or a
Caribbean standpoint, they view this deadly threat, as Sandy noted,

as seriously as the families of our countries do. This is not



something we are imposing are having to try to change any views. The
truth is, it is a very formidable foe. So I think it calls for

increased cooperation. I think that will be achieved at Santiago.

The goal of cooperation, the multilateral drug alliance, and
certification are the same. Certification is the law, as Sandy

noted, and we'll continue certainly to abide by and enforce that law.

In terms of the Panama multilateral drug
counter-narcotics center, it is an idea that has been well received,
but there are a lot of issues still outstanding, and I would not
anticipate that it would come to fruition at this summit. I think it

could obviously be a part of a multilateral effort.

MR. LOCKHART: I just wanted to let you all know about a
change in the schedule on the trip we're taking tomorrow. The

President will now overnight in Houston and travel Wednesday morning

to Alabama to view the tornado damage and the work that FEMA and the

local authorities are doing to help with the cleanup.

The trip presents some logistical challenges to us, not
the least of which is some of the people who are going on that trip
are also going on the Chile trip, besides some other ones we're
working through. So we will let you all know as soon as we can,
possibly by tonight, on the coverage details, but I think it's

important that people going on the trip tomorrow pack for two days.



Q Will he then come back here?

MR. LOCKHART: He will come back. There is a
possibility that we will bring the press plane back tomorrow night
and just take an expanded pool for the trip over to Alabama. We are
working through those things now, but for your own comfort you should

assume you're staying for an extra day.

Q Will the press charter leave at the same time from

Andrews?

MR. LOCKHART: The press charter is still leaving at the
same time, and that's what we're trying to work through now, how we
reconcile the two things. But the press charter is still leaving

early Wednesday morning.

END 4:40 PM. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Ladies and
gentlemen, good afternoon; welcome to the White House. Lee, thank
you for the award. Thank you for your comments. Thank you for your

strength. Thank you for your leadership for our farmers. I've known



him for years -- | don't think I've ever focused on what a good
speaker he was before. (Laughter.) He could have been a politician

or a preacher in addition to a farmer. It was great.

I want to thank Secretary Glickman for his truly
outstanding work, along with Rich Rominger, Carl Whillock and the
others here from the Department of Agriculture, who really try to be

your advocates every day. whillock

We have at least NFU members who work at USDA -- Mike
Dunn, Larry Mitchell, and John Stencil. And I thank them in
particular. I want to thank Senator Dorgan and Congressman Pomeroy
for coming and for being your vociferous advocates. I talked to
Senator Harkin right before I came over here today and he has also
been your great friend, along with Senator Conrad and Senator Daschle
and Congressman Boswell from lowa, who couldn't come this morning,
but all these people have been up here working hard for you. And I

wanted you to know that.

I also would like to say that the National Farmers Union
has done a lot of good for this administration and for our efforts
here in Washington, from helping to keep our food supply safe to
working to expand health care to giving us the first balanced budget
in 29 years in just a couple of weeks now. You have been with me

every step of the way, and I am very grateful for that.

When I was a boy growing up in Arkansas I knew a lot



about agriculture, but I didn't know much about the intersection of
agriculture and politics. When | became a governor and served for a
dozen years, many of them very, very hard years in the 1980s on the
farm in my state, I came to appreciate what it was like when the
national government had good policy, what it was like when it had bad

policy, and what it was like when it had no policy.

I remember there were a couple of years when I was doing
everything I could to be creative, and I think when you were head of
the South Dakota Farmers Union, the state of South Dakota actually
came to me and the governor then and asked me for a copy of the
banking laws that I had changed in Arkansas -- because I changed our
state banking laws to try to help the bankers keep more farmers on
the farm. And when we had that terrible situation, when the price of
land collapsed, all the collateral on the loans was no good, there
was no way for people to finance their farms and they were losing
them, and we were able to give some help to our farmers then. But
through the whole thing I always felt so helpless that there wasn't

an appropriate national response.

Now I feel especially bad for the farmers because it's
been such a good time for the rest of the country. We've got nearly
17 million new jobs now and the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years,
and the lowest inflation in 32 years, the highest home ownership in
history, the lowest crime rate in 25 years, the smallest percentage

of our people on welfare in 29 years. To somebody living in a city,



to tell them that we have a farm crisis more extensive than we've had

in decades, it's very hard for them to believe and understand.

You may note that in the local people today I was
criticized for supporting a farm relief initiative in Congress. And
Secretary Glickman said, don't be upset, this is good news because
they have noticed that the farmers are out there. (Laughter and

applause.)

Yesterday I had a chance to go to New York and speak
with some of the leaders in the United States in international
finance, from our nation's point of view, to talk to them about what
I think we need to do to try to keep the global economy from further
destabilizing, to try to help some of these countries help themselves
that are in terrible trouble, to try to keep the global financial
crisis from spreading to other countries, and to try to build an
adequate trade and financial system for the 21st century that will

benefit all Americans.

One, but -- not the only -- but one element of the farm
crisis is that the farmers have felt first the crisis going on in the
rest of the world. Because with roughly a quarter of the world's
people in recession with declining economic growth, representing
roughly a third of the world's economy, our agricultural, which
depends so much on exports, have felt that quicker than the rest of
the economy. But it's an important thing for Americans to be aware

of what's going on on the farm today, and to be aware that since the



farmers, in effect, are the foot soldiers in the front lines of
America's march into the global economy of the 21st century, if we
don't do something to help our farmers, eventually all other

Americans will feel it as well. (Applause.)

And so I am delighted that you're here, and I thank you
for coming. Let me also, once again, say I thank you for making
available the opportunity for all of these young people to be here.
| want them to see their country in action. 1 want them to learn --
much earlier than I ever did -- the relationship between the work
that's done every day on the farm and the work that's done up here.
I think it's very important. It will make them more effective

citizens and more effective in farming in the years ahead.

Now, what's really going on here? I wanted to give this
speech today -- | realize to some extent I'm preaching to the saved
today. (Laughter.) But what I hope will happen by your coming here
and by this event unfolding is that, maybe, finally, we will break
through the national consciousness and the consciousness of the
Congress -- and our friends in the press corps -- not to panic, not
to think that America's not doing well, but to say that at a time
when our country is doing well, surely at a time when the rest of us
are doing well, we can be more attentive to the genuine needs and the

conditions on the farm in America. (Applausc.)

Events in the past year have strained many family farms

to the breaking point. You know what they are: flood, drought, crop



disease have wiped out entire harvests. Plummeting prices at home,
collapsing markets in Asia -- where our exports are down 30 percent
in one year because of the economic crisis in Asia -- these have

threatened the livelihood of entire communities.

Many farmers this year will see their net incomes drop
by more than 40 percent below what they've earned on average for the

last five years. And, of course, in some places like North Dakota,

the drop is much, much steeper. If we don't do something and do it
now -- [ want America to hear this, this is not a false alarm -- if
we don't do something, and do it now, we could literally lose

thousands and thousands of family farmers this year. (Applause.)

I want to come back to this and why it's not just about
who's competitive in the market. The results are plain to see and
painful to watch. Foreclosures and farm auctions are the order of
the day already in many communities. 1 met a farmer named Deb
Lungren not long ago who told me that in 1957 her grandfather made
$11,000 on their family farm. And in 1997, she made $10,000 on the
same land. The banks are ready to foreclose on the Lungren home.
They don't see how they can possibly make it another year. I'll bet
everybody here could tell me somewhere between one and a dozen

stories just like that.

Now, again I say, I think every American has got a stake

in rural America. Our farms feed the world and us at very low real



costs, at very high quality. They also feed our sense of ourselves.
They reinforce our values of hard work and faith and family and

devotion to community and the land.

When I signed that Farm Bill, as Secretary Glickman
said, in 1996, at a time when crop prices were strong -- and | would
remind you the alternative was far worse; we would have been in even
worse shape if | had vetoed it and we'd gone back to that decades-old
law -- I tried to make it clear that sooner or later we would have to
do more to provide a safety net for hard times; that all the good
things in that Farm Bill could not possibly wipe away the fact that
if we have a family farm structure in America with widely varying
prices because of market developments around the world, and the
inevitable march of nature and disease, that sooner or later there
would come a time when we see that if you really wanted a strong
market, you had to do more for the family farmers. Well, that time

has arrived.

I want to thank Secretary Glickman for all that he's
done. And in July, we announced that 80 million bushels of wheat,
worth a quarter of billion dollars, would be purchased to help hungry
people around the world and to help our farmers here at home. I
strongly supported Senator Dorgan and Scnator Conrad's proposal to
provide farmers with emergency assistance. Last month I signed into
law new legislation to speed up farm program payments to help farmers
who need the money now. And Secretary Glickman is doing everything

else he possibly can to help.



[ know him well enough to know that from his yecars in
Congress representing Kansas, and his years as Secretary of
Agriculture, if there is one, single thing buried in the laws and
regulations of the Department of Agriculture that he can do that he
has not yet done to try to help farm income, he will find it and do
it. But with crop and livestock prices still in danger of dropping,
with foreign markets still in danger of collapse, and with thousands

of farms in jeopardy, we simply have to do more.

The first and most important thing to do is to help the
farmers in greatest need -- those who have suffered significant
losses of crop and livestock. I'll continue to press Congress to
enact emergency assistance to do that; critical assistance to help
thousands of farmers in keeping with the traditional budget rules
that recognize the necessity of providing citizens help in times of
crisis. We pass emergency bills for floods, for earthquakes, and we

ought to do it for farm failure. (Applause.)

The next thing I think we ought to do -- indeed we have
to do -- is to do what we talked about back in 1996. We've got to
reinforce the safety net for farmers and ranchers. That's why last
Thursday I announced my support for Senator Harkin and Daschle's
proposal to lift the cap on marketing loan rates for a ycar.

(Applause.)



Yesterday our proposal was defeated in the United States
Senate. Today it apparently is going to 2 voted ¢u inite Yizorsts
elements. Whatever happens, we must find some way to provide
emergency assistance to farmers facing dire circumstances so they

have the resources now to plan for next year's crops.

And finally, let me say, we have to revive the rural
economy through exports. The speech that I gave in New York
yesterday outlining steps we need to take to try to limit and then
resolve the global financial crisis, and then plan a better financial
and trade system for the 21st century over the long-term, will have
more immediate impact on farmers if we can implement all these steps

than any other group in America.

Farm products from one of every three acres is sold
abroad. We must continue to open new markets. We must continue to
enforce our existing trade agreements. And we must give the
International Monetary Fund the resources it needs to strengthen and
reform the economies of our customers in Asia, and to try to protect
the contagion from spreading to our friends in Latin America, so that
others can continue to buy all of our goods and services, and

especially our farm products.

For nine months now, since I called on Congress to do
this in the State of the Union, there has been no action. The Senate
has passed the funding for the International Monetary Fund, but with

just a few weeks left the House has still not acted. Our farmers and



ranchers have a bigger stake in the short-run in the passage of this
thananyotherarous in America. So Loyt upportithal a2

well, and tell the Congress we have to do it and do it now.

Now, these are the steps that | think we have to take.
I'd just like to take one step back before I close and say that there
has been a debate in America for decades that underlies the
skepticism of those who don't support what 1 propose; who say, well,
farmers ought to be subject to the market like everybody else -- a
guy running a dry cleaner, nobody brings the clothes into be cleaned,
he goes out of business. The people who basically believe that -- in
the face of all the evidence that we have the most productive
agriculture in the world - don't understand the intersection between
global impacts on farm prices, the financing challenges that family
farmers, as opposed to big corporate farmers, face, and what can
happen to you just by getting up in the morning if it happens to be a

bad day. (Applause.)

I know a lot of you feel like Job -- you know? Test my
faith, Lord; I didn't mean it that seriously. (Laughter.) But we
have an opportunity here -- we have an opportunity to break through a
kind of euphoria that's out there about the condition of our economy
and let people know what's going on on the farm. We have an
opportunity to tie the global financial crisis to what's going on on
the farm. We have an opportunity to convince congressmen who come
from suburban and urban areas that the welfare, the health, the

strength of their citizens' -- their citizens' -- economy rests in



lifting the whole American economy and doing the right thing beyond
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your experience -- nothing more fully embodying the best of America

than you do.

So let me say -- | don't know how else to say this:
There is suffering on the farm. There is agony on the farm. This is
a horrible affront to everything we have worked so hard to achieve to

lift the economy for all Americans. And we cannot afford to walk away from this session of Congress -- I don't care if
there is an

election; I don't care what else is happening -- we can't afford to
walk away until we do something to stave off the failure of thousands

of productive family farms in America. We cannot do it. (Applause.)

Now, let me leave you with one beautiful quote.
Franklin Roosevelt once said that American farmers -- and I quote --
"are the source from which the reservoirs of our nation's strength
are constantly renewed." For six years | have worked to renew
America. We're a lot better off in virtually every way than we were
six years ago. But we cannot walk across that bridge into the 21st
century -- we cannot truly renew our country if we leave our family

farmers behind.

So let's go up to the Hill and tell everybody that we
all want to saddle up and go together. Thank you and God bless you.

(Applause.)
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READ:UNKNOWN

TO: David K. Chai ( CN=David K. Chai/OU=PIR/O=EOP [ PIR ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: David R. Goodfriend ( CN=David R. Goodfriend/ OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: David S. Beaubaire ( CN=David S. Beaubaire/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: David T. Johnson ( CN=David T. Johnson/OU=NSC/O=EOP [ NSC ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Dawn L. Smalls ( CN=Dawn L. Smalls/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Debra S. Wood ( CN=Debra S. Wood/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Delia A. Cohen ( CN=Delia A. Cohen/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Diane A. Stumpf ( CN=Diane A. Stumpf/OU=ONDCP/O=EOP [ ONDCP ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Diane Ikemiyashiro ( CN=Diane Ikemiyashiro/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Dominique L. Cano ( CN=Dominique L. Cano/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Donald Goldberg ( CN=Donald Goldberg/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Dorian V. Weaver ( CN=Dorian V. Weaver/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Dorinda A. Salcido ( CN=Dorinda A. Salcido/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Doris O. Matsui ( CN=Doris O. Matsui/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Douglas B. Sosnik ( CN=Douglas B. Sosnik/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO | )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Douglas R. Matties ( CN=Douglas R. Matties/OU=0A/O=EOP [ DA ])



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Eleanor S. Parker ( CN=Eleanor &, P ker/OT™=WHO/O=EOP [ WTTO 1
RLEAD:UNKNOWIN

TO: Elisa Millsap ( CN=Elisa Millsap/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Elisabeth Steele ( CN=Elisabeth Steele/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Elizabeth R. Newman ( CN=Elizabeth R. Newman/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Elliot J. Diringer ( CN=Elliot J. Diringer/OU=CEQ/O=EOP [ CEQ ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Emory L. Mayfield ( CN=Emory L. Mayfield/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Erin L. Brinkman ( CN=Erin L. Brinkman/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Essence P. Washington ( CN=Essence P. Washington/OU=0OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Estela Mendoza ( CN=Estela Mendoza/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Evan Ryan ( CN=Evan Ryan/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO | )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: G. Timothy Saunders ( CN=G. Timothy Saunders/fOU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Glen M. Weiner ( CN=Glen M. Weiner/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Grace A. Garcia ( CN=Grace A. Garcia/OU=PIR/O=EOP [ PIR ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Gregory B. Craig ( CN=Gregory B. Craig/lOU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jackson T. Dunn ( CN=Jackson T. Dunn/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jake Siewert ( CN=Jake Siewert/OU=0OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: James M. Teague ( CN=James M. Teague/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jason H. Schechter ( CN=Jason H. Schechter/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jeannetta P. Allen ( CN=Jeannetta P. Allen/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
KEAD:UNKINO wIN

TO: Jeffrey A. Shesol ( CN=Jeffrey A. Shesol/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jennifer Ferguson ( CN=Jennifer Ferguson/OU=0OMB/O=EOP [ OMB ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jessica L. Gibson ( CN=Jessica L. Gibson/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: John A. Gribben ( CN=John A. Gribben/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jon P. Jennings ( CN=Jon P. Jennings/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jonathan A. Kaplan ( CN=Jonathan A. Kaplan/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jonathan E. Smith ( CN=Jonathan E. Smith/ OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jonathan H. Schnur ( CN=Jonathan H. Schnur/OU=0OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jonathan Orszag ( CN=Jonathan Orszag/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Jordan Tamagni ( CN=Jordan Tamagni/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Joseph C. Fanaroff ( CN=Joseph C. Fanaroff/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Joseph P. Lockhart ( CN=Joseph P. Lockhart/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Judithanne V. Scourfield ( CN=Judithanne V. Scourfield/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Julia M. Payne ( CN=Julia M. Payne/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Julianne B. Corbett ( CN=Julianne B. Corbett/OU=WIIO/O=EOP [ W10 ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Julie A. Fernandes ( CN=Julie A. Fernandes/OU=0PD/O=EOP [ OPD ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Julie B. Goldberg ( CN=Julie B. Goldberg/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Julie E. Mason ( CN=Julie E. Mason/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: June G. Turner ( CN=June G. Turner/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: June Shih ( CN=June Shih/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Kara Gerhardt ( CN=Kara Gerhard/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Karen L. Barbuschak ( CN=Karen L. Barbuschak/OU=0A/O=EOP [ OA ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Karen Tramontano ( CN=Karen Tramontano/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Katharine Button ( CN=Katharine Button/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Kevin S. Moran ( CN=Kevin S. Moran/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Kris M Balderston ( CN=Kris M Balderston/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Kyle M. Baker ( CN=Kyle M. Baker/ OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Lanny A. Breuer ( CN=Lanny A. Breuer/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Laura D. Schwartz ( CN=Laura D. SchwartzZ OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Laura K. Capps ( CN=Laura K. Capps/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Laura S. Marcus ( CN=Laura S. Marcus/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Linda Ricci ( CN=Linda Ricci/lOU=OMB/O=EOP [ OMB ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Lisa J. Levin ( CN=Lisa J. Levin/lOU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Lisa R. Dass ( CN=Lisa R. Dass/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Lori E. Abrams ( CN=Lori E. Abrams/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Lori L. Anderson ( CN=Lori L. Anderson/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Lowell A. Weiss ( CN=Lowell A. Weiss’OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Maria E. Soto ( CN=Maria E. Soto/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Mark A. Kitchens ( CN=Mark A. Kitchens/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Mark D. Neschis ( CN=Mark D. Neschis/OU=WI10/0=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Mark H. Bartholomew ( CN=Mark H. Bartholomew/OU=0A/O=EOP [ OA ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Mark J. Bernstein ( CN=Mark J. Bernstein/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Marsha E. Berry ( CN=Marsha E. Berry/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Martha Foley ( CN=Martha Foley/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Mary L. Smith ( CN=Mary L. Smith/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Matthew W. Pitcher ( CN=Matthew W. Pitcher/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Maureen A. Hudson ( CN=Maureen A. Hudson/OU=WHO/O=EOP | WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Maya Seiden ( CN=Maya Seiden/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Megan C. Moloney ( CN=Megan C. Moloney/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Melissa M. Murray ( CN=Melissa M. Murray/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Michael D. Malone ( CN=Michael D. Malone/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Michael J. Sullivan ( CN=Michael J. Sullivan/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Michael V. Terrell ( CN=Michael V. Terrel/lOU=CEQ/O=EOP [ CEQ ])



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Michael Waldman ( CN=Michael Waldman/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Michele Jolin ( CN=Michele Jolin/OU=CEA/O=EOP [ CEA ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Michelle Crisci ( CN=Michelle Crisci/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Mindy E. Myers ( CN=Mindy E. Mvers/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ W10 1)
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Misty L. Phillips (CN=Misty L. Phillips/OU=WII0/0=EOP [ WI1O ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Nanda Chitre ( CN=Nanda Chitre/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Neera Tanden ( CN=Neera Tanden/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Nicole R. Rabner ( CN=Nicole R. Rabner/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Noa A. Meyer ( CN=Noa A. Meyer/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Patrick Aylward ( CN=Patrick Aylward/OU=PIR/O=EOP [ PIR ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Patrick E. Briggs ( CN=Patrick E. Briggs/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Paul E. Begala ( CN=Paul E. Begala/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Peter A. Weissman ( CN=Peter A. Weissman/OU=0OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Peter Rundlet ( CN=Peter Rundlet/OU=WIIO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Phillip Caplan ( CN=Phillip Caplan/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO | )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: R. Scott Michaud ( CN=R. Scott Michaud/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Rahm I. Emanuel ( CN=Rahm I. Emanuel/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Rajiv Y. Mody ( CN=Rajiv Y. Mody/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Renee C. Riley ( CN=Renee C. Riley/OU=0A/O=EOP [ OA ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Reuben L. Musgrave Jr. (CN=Reubcn L. Musgrave Jr./OU=WIIO/O=COi" | WO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Richard Socarides ( CN=Richard Socarides/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ W10 ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Robert M. Shireman ( CN=Robert M. Shiremaa N -OPNO-COP [OPD ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Robert S. Weiner ( CN=Robert S. Weiner/OU -ONDCP/O=EOP [ ONDCP ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Robin J. Bachman ( CN=Robin J. Bachman/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Robin M. Roland ( CN=Robin M. Roland/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO |)
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Roger V. Salazar ( CN=Roger V. Salazar/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Ruby Shamir ( CN=Ruby Shamir/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Sally P. Paxton ( CN=Sally P. Paxton/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Sandra L. Tijerina ( CN=Sandra L. Tijerina/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Sara M. Latham ( CN=Sara M. Latham/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Sarah S. Knight ( CN=Sarah S. KnightOU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Sean P. Maloney ( CN=Sean P. Maloney/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Serena C. Torrey ( CN=Serena C. Torrey/ OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Sheyda Jahanbani ( CN=Sheyda Jahanbani/OU=NSC/O=EOP [ NSC ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Steven J. Naplan ( CN=Steven J. Nuplai/OU-NSC/O=EOP [ NSC ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Susanna B. McGuire ( CN=Susanna B. McGuire/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Sylvia M. Mathews ( CN=Sylvia M. Mathews/OU=OMB/O=EOP [ OMDB ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Tanya L. Martin ( CN=Tanya E. Maitin/OU=0PD/O EOP [OPD ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Thomas D. Janenda ( CN=Thomas D. Janenda/OU=WIO'0-COP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Thurgood Marsha!l Jr ( CN=Thurgood Marshall JifOU=WII0/O=EOP [ WHO 1)
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Todd Stern ( CN=Todd Stern/OU=WHO/O -LOP [ WIIO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Tracy F. Sisser ( CN=Tracy F. Sisser/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Virginia Apuzzo ( CN=Virginia Apuzzo/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Virginia N. Rustique ( CN=Virginia N. Rustique/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Wayne C. Johnson ( CN=Wayne C. Johnson/OU=0A/O=EOP [ OA ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: William C. Haymes ( CN=William C. Haymes/OU=0A/O=EOP [ OA ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: William H. White Jr. ( CN=William H. White Jr/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Woyneab M. Wondwossen ( CN=Woyneab M. Wondwossen/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: CROWLEY P (CROWLEY P@al.eop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: CUTLER L ( CUTLER L@al.eop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: DICKEY_L ( DICKEY L@al.cop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: dmilbank ( dmilbank@tnr.com [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: TORDE_R ( FORDE_R@al.cop.gov [ UNINOWN 1)
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: GRAY_W (GRAY_W@al.eop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: INFOMGT ( INFOMGT@al.eop.gov [ UNIIOWYN 1)
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: julie_green (julie_green@ed.gov | UNKINOWN )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: klasky helaine (klasky_helaine@uste.e » {IRTDIOWN])
READ:UNKNOWN
TO: KTORPEY ( KTORPEY@AOL.CON [ Uili" '1WN ] )

READ:UNKNOWN

TO: meglynn ( meglynn@usia.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: MOFFETT_J ( MOFFETT J@al.cop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: NAPLAN_S (NAPLAN_S@al.eop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: newsdesk ( newsdesk@usnewswire.com [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Pub_Arch ( Pub_Arch [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: Releases ( Releases@pub.pub.whitehouse.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: releases ( Releases@www3.whitehouse.gov [ UNKNOWN 1)
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: RICHETTI_S ( RICHETTI_S@al.eop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: RUBIN_E (RUBIN_E@al.cop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: skgmd ( skgmd@umich.edu [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: SMITH_BD ( SMITH_BD@al .eop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: SUNTUM_M ( SUNTUM_M@al.cop.gov [ UNKNOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: TCSmith ( TCSmith@dol.gov [ UNINOWN ])
READ:UNKNOWN

TO: tingen-terri ( tingen-terri@dol.gov [ UNKNOWN ] )



READ:UNKNOWN

TO: usia01 (usia0l@access.digex.com [ 'MITNOWN 1)

READ:UNKNOWN

TO: usnwire ( usnwire@access.digex.com [ UNKNOWN ])

READ:UNKNOWN

TO: wh-outbox-distr ( wh-outbox-diste-uh v whehous s gry TTINENAWN 1)

READ:UNKNOWN

TO: WOZNIAK N ( WOZNIAK_N@: ! cop.gov [ UNKNOWN 1)
READ:UNKNOWN

TEXT:
THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 23, 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT

TO THE CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS DINNER

Washington Hilton

Washington, D.C.

7:59 P.M. EDT

AUDIENCE: Viva Clinton!

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.



AUDIENCE MEMBER: Twelve more years! (Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: That's for the guy that just left. (Laughter and

applause.) Thank you.

Congressman Becerra, thank you so much v vour remarks and for
your
truly outstanding leadership of the Hispanic Caucus. Thank you, Carmen
Delgado-Votaw, for your welcome. I thank all the members of Congress and
our
administration and staff who are here for their service to our country. |
thank
you for that warm welcome, for being my friends, for standing with me on
sunny
days and in strong winds. (Applause.) But most of all I thank you for
being

willing to fight for the America we want for our children in a new century.

Before we begin, as the Vice President indicated, I would like to
say
just a word about Hurricane Georges. In Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin
[slands,
in Haiti, in the Dominican Republic, businesses and homes have been swept
away
and lives have been lost. Tonight our thoughts and prayers are with the
victims

of this terrible storm. Our FEMA Director, James Lee Witt, has told me



that we

are already assisting in the cleanup effoii aud vwo aic pouviding
humanitarian

aid in Haiti and the Dominican Republic. (Applause.) We arc also helping
the

people of Florida to prepare for the hurricane, and Secretary Cuomo is
leading a

delegation to Puerto Rico. I thank him for that. (Applause.) We will be
there

every step of the way to help these communities and these people to

rebuild.

I also want to join the Vice President in paying tribute to Henry
B.
Gonzalez and Esteban Torres. (Applause.) They are both friends of mine.
I
first met Henry Gonzalez in 1972. I never will forget an evening 1 spent
with
him in the Minger (phonetic) Hotel in San Antonio, Texas, the weekend
before the
presidential election. And about the only thing we had to enjoy was the
mango

ice cream they had served there for over 100 years. (Laughter.)

On the night before my election as Presidert in 1992, we had a
late-night rally in San Antonio; and thinking of that night so long ago --

20



years ago then -- | got $400 worth of mango ice cream for cur campaign

planc so

that we could eat it with two reasons to be happy. And let me say that
Henry B.

Gonzalez has been a pioneer and a conscicnee for the Congrs - and the
country.

He has the heart of a lion and we'll always be grateful to him. (Applause.)

From his days as a UAW shop steward to his days as chair
of this caucus, Esteban Torres has fought tirclessly to make certain
that economic growth benefits all working people, and not only the
people of this country, but of Mexico as well. He has been a lion in
the fight for a decent and better America. I will miss him very,

very much. And I thank you, sir, for your service. (Applause.)

If T could just continue the appreciation for a minute,
I want to thank the members of this caucus and their supporters for
what has been done for America and what we have done together.
Together we expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit and cut taxes for
15 million hard-working families, including more than 1 million
Hispanic families. And when the majority in Congress tried to slash

it, together we said no.

Together we increased the minimum wage for 10 million
Americans, including nearly 2 million Hispanics. And we are trying

to increase it again for 12 million Americans. I'm very disappointed



that vesterday over 95 percent of the Scnat~ P ~nblicans voted
against it, but I havea’t stopped fighting, ... 0 &l il |
have either. It is time to raise the miniu: sy w2 for people who

need and deserve it. (Applause.)

Together we fought for and won the biggest increase in
children's health care in more than three decades to insure up to 5
million uninsured children, almost all of them in low-income working
families in America. We expanded the Head Start program and passed
the Family and Medical Leave law, to give millions of people a chance
to take time off from work when a baby is born or a parent is sick.
Together we have opened the doors of higher education with the Hope
Scholarship, more Pell Grants, tax credits for all higher education,
deductible student loans. Because of your efforts, everyone who is
willing to work hard can now go to college without being afraid of
being crushed by the burden of debt, and I thank you for that.

(Applausc.)

Together, under the leadership of the Vice President we
created more than 100 empowerment zones and enterprise communities,
community development banks; we doubled small business loans to
minorities, tripled them to women. Administrator Aida Alvarez is
here and she would want me to say that businesses owned and operated
by Hispanic women are the fastest growing category of small business

in America today. (Applause.)

Together we shaped and passed an historic crime bill to



take guns off our streets. put police back on onr straets, and

i N S A R e = Y f £1.3 = o v
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oo
first placz. Tagether we have builtan Anidricy that b tha s
unemployment rate in 28 years, the lowest Hispanic unemployvment rate
in a generation, the fastest real wage growth in 20 vears, o record
number of new small businesses every vonr, the lowest crime rate in

25 years, the highest home ownership i the history of our country --

and you did it. None of this could have been done without the

Congressional Hispanic Caucus. (Applause.)

I thank the Vice President for mentioning those who
serve and who have served in the Cabinet, in high administration
positions, and in the White House. I thank you for all you have done

as well.

Now, having said that, the real question before us this
evening is what shall we do with this moment of prosperity? What
shall we do with this moment of opportunity? You know, a lot of
people, when times get really good, tend to do one of two things --
and I would argue both of them are wrong. One, just say, well, I've
worked really hard, times have been tough, I think I'll just relax
for a few years. Or two is to say, well, things are so good, nobody
can mess it up, so I think I will just indulge myself in some

diversion. As a country we cannot do that.

I tell you tonight, my friends, that the challenge

before us is what do we do with this prosperity, what do we do with



this confidence, what do we do with these cond times? T feel very

EUPR B ' Evind 1 ' Vo

time has come to thank God for our bloz~toy=nat e 13 0
intend to nse these hlessinos to meet the hir ~hallano e facine
America that will shape the future of onre ehildren, and to -~ back
and pick up those folks who have not participatad ir the benefits of

the last six years and give them a chance to 3o it as well,

(Applause.)

There was an old Mexican proverb that says, "El que no
siembra, no levanta" -- he who does not sow, doesn't get a crop. It
is time to sow the seeds of the future, to build the America we want

for our children. We cannot afford to rest; we have work to do.

And what is that work? First, we cannot rest until we
save Social Security for the 21st century. (Applause.) Now, what do
I mcan by that? Every person in this audizace thrills when cver
anyone refers to mi familia. Our family, our national family is
getting older -- I ought to know, [ am. I'm the oldest 52-year-old
man in America. (Laughter.) I am the oldest of the baby boomers,

all of you who are my age.

When all of us are retired, there will only be about two
people working in America for every one person drawing Social
Security. Now, we have three choices. We can do something now --
modest, but disciplined -- to preserve this system into the future,

with all of its benefits. Or we can do nothing until the crisis



occurs and we'll have two choices. Those of us who are older can
Tk L 3 T Nl A v, LI o : 1 '

of living of their children. Or:we canjust do withouta Tot efthe

benefits that have lifted half the seniore in America out of poverty

today. I don't think either one of those s i very good clioice.

In just a fow days we will have the first balanced
budget and surplus in 29 years. (Applausc.) Now, I believe if we
really care about our national family, we ought to stand up and say,
look, we know it's just a few weeks before the election. We know
there are those on the other side who say that we ought to have a tax
cut right now based on projected surpluses into the future. And we

know that's wildly popular at election time.

But we didn't get the lowest unemployment rate in 28
years and the first balanced budget and surplus in 29 years by doing
what was popular today. We did it by doing what was right for the
long run, and we'd like to at least see the ink turn from red to
black, then dry a little bit and save Social Security before we
squander this surplus. That is what I believe we should do.

(Applause.) Thank you.

Second, we can't rest until all our kids in all our
communities have a world-class education. (Applause.) Our budget --
our balanced budget provides for hiring 100,000 more teachers to
lower average class size to 18 in the early grades. All the research

shows that does more to help children lcarn and have permancnt



learning gains than anything else we can do. (Applause.)

It provides fuads to build or repair 5,007 sche ' wit!
kids the largest they've ever been in our classroom -- the lareest
number of students. It provides funds to hook up all Four
classrooms to the Internet, not just those of the wealthiest school

districts,

It provides funds to reward school districts who
undertake sweeping reforms like Chicago has. In Chicago today the
summer school -- the summer school -- is the sixth biggest school
district in America. Over 40,000 children every day during the
school year get three square meals at school. Yes, have high
standards; yes, end social promotion; but for goodness sakes, do
something for those kids that deserve a better shot and need more

help to succeed in life. (Applause.)

And our budget provides funds to hire 35,000 teachers to
go into troubled inner-city and other isolated neighborhoods by
saying to the brightest young people, we'll pay your way to college
if you'll teach off the cost by going into those tough neighborhoods

and giving those kids a world-class education. (Applause.)

No community in America has a bigger stake in this than
the Hispanic community. That's why I established an advisory

commission on educational excellence for Hispanics, and why I have



proposed a special $600 million Hispanic education action plan to
transform schonle with Hioh drop-out rates. to snpport TTiena-i-
colleges, to help adults who want to learn English or get a high
school diploma. to help all Latinos. voun~ and old. to reach their

dream. (Applause.)

And you and | know, yes, our children must master
English. That's why I fought for a 35 percent increase in bilingual
education -- (applause) -- to help 1,000 school districts improve
teacher training and add extra classes for students who haven't yet
mastered English. You know, when people go around and tell me all
about the failures of bilingual education, I say, well, look at the
number of school districts who have so many more children whose first
language is not English that don't have any teachers who have been
certified to teach them English. Let's solve the problem instead of

making it a political issue. (Applause.)

The Hispanic Action Education plan would help to train
20,000 teachers to help children with limited English. This is not
just a Hispanic problem anymore. Just across the river here in
Fairfax County, there are children from 150 different national and
cthnic groups. Being able to speak morc than one language is a gift
that more of us need. (Applause.) But in America, unless one of
those languages is English, our children can never reach their full
potential. This is not the subject of a divisive political battle.
Let's look at the facts, put our children before our politics, and do

what's right for the country, and actually give people the chance to



speak this language. (Applause.)

Let me also say we can't rest, with 160 million
Americans in managed care plans, unti! v nacea ctenna snfispanahk! -
patients' bill of rights that says doctors cuzht to make medical

decisions, not accountants. (Applause.)

Think of this. Don't you believe whatever your health
plan is that you ought to have the right (o sce a specialist if you
need it. 1f you walk out of this banquet tonight and, God forbid,
you get hit by a car, don't you think they ought to take you the
closest emergency room, not one halfway across town that happens to

be covered by your plan? (Applause.)

Those of you who are older, remember what it was like
when a child was first born into your family. How would you feel if,
because the mother or the father is in a plan covered by a small
business, if the small business changes health plans and you're six
months pregnant, or your wife is six months pregnant -- | think you
ought to be able to keep the same doctor until the baby is born. But
that's not what plans provide today. I think that ought to be a

right.

If you've ever had anybody in your family in
chemotherapy treatment, it's pretty tough. I've been there; a lot of
you have. You try to make jokes about whether your hair is going to

fall out. You try to deal with people when they get sick to their



stomach and they can't eat. Nobody ought to have to worry, in

addition to that, about whether in the middle of the chemntharany

treatment somebody is going to send you # [ott2r in the mail and say,
I'm N vou've ont o chanon Anctore van'va ant ta Aa T all v
again, you've got to start all over again. That L weorg That !

wrong, and we ought to stop it. (Applause.)

That's what we ought not to rest until we do. We ought
not to rest while any of our communities are still scgregated by

income or race. The government should lead the way in word and deed. I've asked Secretary Cuomo to crack down on
unfair housing practices,

to double the number of housing discrimination cases, to work with
you to undertake a major legislative overhaul so public housing will
help to deconcentrate poverty, mix incomes, and thereby mix people of
all races and ethnicities. We can't live together as one nation

unless we're able to live together in our own communities. And I ask

you to help me work together on this.

We can't rest until every neighborhood can reap the
benefits of our economic growth. That's why we should fund the
empowerment initiatives the Vice President and Secretary Cuomo have
worked so hard for -- to get more investment, more jobs, and more
opportunity into the neighborhoods which still have unemployment
rates that are too high and incomes that are too low. We can do it
now. If we can't do it now, with unemployment rates so low, when we
will ever be able to do it? We should not walk away from this

session of Congress without that empowerment agenda. (Applause.)



We should be proud that we have the lowest welfare rolls
in 29 years, that we made good on our promise to restore some

benefits to legal immigrants. (Applausc.)

But there is much more to be done. The pressures to
move from welfare to work are intense, and the transition can be
especially difficult for Hispanic women who lack language or job
skills. T want to make sure every individual has the tools to
succeed in this transition. That's why we fought for a
welfare-to-work fund in the balanced budget, to help people make it;
for $50 million more for transportation, for people who don't have
cars. And that's why I have proposed in my balanced budget a $21
billion child care initiative to add to what we fought for in the
welfare bill. Nobody should have to give up being a good parent to

succeed in the work place. (Applause.)

And we cannot rest until we do have an accurate census
count. I just want to make sure everybody in this room understands
the importance of that. Some in Congress would have us ignore the
best scientific methods for ensuring the most accurate count. That
is, methods that Republican, as well as Democratic, experts say is
the best way to make sure everybody geis counted. 1 don't know wlhiy
some people are afraid of having all Americans counted -- counted in
the drawing of congressional districts, counted in the delivery of
federal aid funds. In 1990, 5 percent of our Hispanic citizens were

not counted. Nearly 70 -- listen to this -- nearly 70,000 Hispanic



children in Los Angeles County alone were left out.

Now, we can do better than that. This is 2 fundamental
issue. This is a civil rights issue. If you holieve cvery Aot
counts, don't you also believe we have to connt cverv American?

(Applause.)

And while we're at it, once again I call upon the
Congress to give the 4 million people of Puerto Rico the right to
choose their own status. It is important. (Applause.) Now, in
December the Puerto Rican people go to the polls. The Republican
leaders of the Senate say, they will "consider" the results of the
referendum. 1 say I will respect the results of the referendum.

(Applause.)

Now, we cannot rest until we keep economic growth going
throughout the world, until we contain all this trouble our friends
in Russia and Asia are experiencing, until we do everything we can to
keep it from spreading to Latin America, which has been threatened by
global financial events that they had nothing to do with creating.
This is in our interests. The Latin markets are our fastest growing
ones. They are the people that are doing more every year to buy

American products as we build closer ties.

I have spent a lot of time on Latin America. Hillary
has gone to Latin America several times and is about to go again. We

always believed that in the future of America, not only would



Hispanic Americans become our largest minority, but Latin America
would become our closest partners for democracy as well as for

prosperity. (Applause.)

Now. when vou see all this debate in the paper ahont the
IMF, that's really what that's about. The literiional Monetary
Fund is the way that we work with other pcople (o help countries that
are doing the right thing get back on their feet and to try to stem
and limit this economic turmoil. [ ask youi hiclp in that. We need
to do it for the benefit of our own people, as well as for our

obligation.

Finally, let me say we cannot rest until we continue to
work to bring America together across racial and ethnic lines. Last
week, for the final time, [ met with my Advisory Board on Race and
received their report. Again, | say to you this is not a black/white
issue, this is not even a black/white/brown issue. America is
becoming ever more diverse. And it is our great, great asset as we
move toward a new century in what is not only a global economy but,
increasingly, a global society, where we face the same opportunities
and the same dangers. We have got to learn to stop using our racial
and ethnic differences as wedge issues in political campaigns and
start lifting them up as money in the bank for 21st century America.

(Applause.)

I see General McCaffrey out there, our drug czar. You

know, we had a meeting the other day with the new Colombian



President, a man who has actually had his own life imperiled for
standing up against narco-trafficking. No children anyvwhere have an
interest in anything other than doing evervthing we can to keep them
away from the dangers of drugs. Noch' Irai, Jithat recard t

or income, have an interest in anything other than an America which
educates all our childicii. <o people an: whiere in this countr !

an interest in anything other than an Adiciica wlich guataiiecs
quality health care to all of our kids and gives every working family
the dignity of knowing that if they work haid aid obey the law, at

least they should not live in poverty. That is the kind of America

we have to build.

And let me say that immigration has been and will be an
important part of that process. It is not only good for America, it
is America. (Applause.) And I say to you, we must continue to
welcome new immigrants, to encourage them to become a full part of
American society and to help them become citizens and voting
citizens, not stand in their way when they seek to do it.

(Applause.)

So I say to you, you have been very kind to me tonight.
You were enthusiastic. You cheered. You were happy. I had a
temptation to throw this speech away and give you an old whoop-de-do
-- (laughter) -- even though I'm not running anymore for anything.
But I decided it was the wrong thing to do because you need to know
what is really at stake, what is really going on, what really should

bring you here.



In a few weeks all of you and all our fe!lmw citizens
will be aiven a chance to go to the polls in Navamber and chanse what
to do with this moment. Will it be partisaishiip or progress? Wil

it be about people or politics? Will we squander the moment or seize

it? That is the decision before us. And as happy as I am and
grateful for the reception you gave me, that's not what this is
about. It's about you and your children and all the people out there

all over this country. That's what this is about.

Thirty years ago, Robert Kennedy traveled to California
to see a prostrate Cesar Chavez, who was fasting in penance,
bed-ridden, for the violence caused by the struggle for farm workers'
rights. That night they broke bread together at a Thanksgiving mass,
and someone read the words Chavez was too weak to speak, words |
would like to share with you tonight as I leave. Here is what he
said: "Our lives are all that really belong to us, so it is how we
use our lives that determines what kind of people we are." He said
later that that night was the night Robert Kennedy made up his mind
to run for President and, ultimately, to give his life for many of

the causes for which we struggle today.

My friends, you and I are bound by a commitment to
fulfill the legacy of this country's history, to deepen the meaning

of our freedom, to widen the circle of opportunity, to strengthen the



bonds of our community, and to stand against all those and all the

forces that would divide us, demean us. or hold ns back. Most

evershndy hesebagapsaonificrat Apperiyes stowe, Nasd syngiben belisu
can look back on parents and grandparents aiu gicai-giandpaiciis of
whom you are immensely proud but who overcame unimaginable odds and

braved great sacrifices so that one day 6.5 chillen or thed

children's chiidien could put on the cloti.co oo v gt wha cvnie

to a banquet like this tonight and be grateful to them for what they

did for us.

Once in a generation a country is in the position we
find ourselves in tonight. With this kind of success, this kind of
prosperity, this kind of confidence, this kind of opportunity to lead
in the world, we cannot rest, we cannot indulge ourselves. We have
work to do. We have work to do so that when our children and our
children's children reach their maturity, they will know that we did
what was right in this time, and we listened to the words of Cesar

Chavez.

God bless you, and thank you so much. (Applause.)

END 8:30 PM. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you, John. I sort
of hate to speak after that. (T.anohter) 11> mada 4 hetter cace
than I could have made for myself. I thank you. And I want to

thank Nayor Susan biainmes sor ner drictcaay i bic

I'm de!ighted to be back here again, or i, il w
Tech, and I do hope that because of this event tonight you'll
receive even wider publicity and you'll have throngs of children
coming here, learning all the things that they need to see about

their own future. (Applause.) Thank you very much.

[ want to thank all of you for being here tonight.
Some of you arc probably in danger of vy cxpusure. Thaic wic
several people here who were with Hillary last night in Seattle.

(Laughter.) And you've already heard the better of the two

speeches. T can tell you that. (Laughter.)

We've been working -- I was in Chicago today and she
was in Portland and Seattle last night, and we're going to, as
you know, spend the night with our daughter tonight. And then
I'm going on to San Diego tomorrow and then to Texas and then

back to Washington. But I can't thank you enough, all of you,



for the kind things that you said as I was going around before
the dinner about my family and what we're dealing with. And |
just want to thank you on a very personal basic. Fuvon Presidents
have to be people from time to time, and you made me feel like

one tonight and I thank you very much. (Applause.)

I also want to thank you for giving me a way to work
MilTeiits Ve Letinge O YW

were working in 1992, 1 felt that it was imperative that we
establish a strong rclationship with the people and the companies
in this area for what we could do togethicr to rebuild the
American economy, and then to build an American future that is

worthy of our people. And you mentioned a few of thosc issucs,

but it's just the last list of issues. We've worked on a lot of
things over the last 6 years, things that I never would have

knowa very much about and that most I cuid

ot probublly woaldidy
had it not been for your input and your consistent involvement,
and even sometimes your stimulating argument. And I thank you

for that.

[ don't know that that was the greatest endorsemcit
my Vice President could ever get, what John said. (Laughter.)
But it's not all bad. I do want to say something about him. |
thank you for working with him. As you all know, one of the

reasons | asked him to become my vice presidential partner is



that he had a background in technology issues far superior to
mine and a consuming interest in it. And all of you have fud it

and broadened it, and I'm very grateful to you.

I think that when the historians write about this
administration, they may differ on whether our economic or social
policies were right or wrong, but one thing i absolutely beyond
qu2stion, and U st the Viee Presid '
influence on more important issues iny *areas the
in the history of this country that ever held that job. And he's

made it ossitle for us to do a lot of the things '

done, and I'm very grateful to him. (Applausc.)

Now, if I could just run over -- you mentioned o
couple of things. We have worked out the so-called H-1B visa
issue. It will be coming to my desk soon. And it was done in a
way that's really good for everybody in America, besiae~in
addition (o permiding more visas of higl-sinilicd peopic w cuiiic
into our country and strengthen us, it also provides a lot more
funds to train our own people, to upgrade their skills. So it's

a good, good bill. It has the best of both worlds.

The sccuritics reform legislation is now in
conference and they're arguing only over some legislative intent
language that those of you who are working the issue are very
familiar with. But I think we'll be successful there. I think

we've reached a broad agreement on encryption policy and now you



just have to make sure you work with us on the implementation of
it so that the rules don't contradict the p. !icy, but instead

reenforece them. And I think we can do that.

There's legislation to implement the world
intellectual property agreements to which we are a part, and
there's some problems there, but I think that on balance it does

alotof sood. And Thope vou'll halp v oot " Ltand gt it

lescarvalh o 340 1 ¢ r '

3 2N keeps the Inte:

interrupted for a period of time by various kinds of local toxes

is making its way through Iz S:nate, and there are some

extrancous issues that are having an impa.i i i, but those of

you who are working it understand that and I remain committed to
'

it. And I think we can be successful there, And I think it's

very, very important.

One other thing I'd like to just say to you is a fut
of you are very concerned, as you should be for your own markets,
with the situation in Asia. And I am working very, very hard to
help those countries regroup, to restore growth and to limit the
reach of the contagion. I believe we're doing about all we can
do at this time, but we nced some support and I'll say more about

that in a minute.

Now, I mention these issues partly to make a

specific point to Silicon Valley, but partly to make a more



general point. Today I was at Moffett Air Force Base and we had
an open arrival. And typically, when we do this, a couple
hundred people will show up that are associated some way or
another with the base facility. There were about 600 people
there today, and they were all different kinds of people talking
about very specific things about their lives, things that had
changed -- the schools their kids were in. the Family and Mcdica!
Leave law, other thinnzs that we had all been involved! in

{eacther.

\

| enterad puhlic life because I thought ¥
give me an opportuiity to work with pecpie to Lalp thinn vuaiw the
most of their lives. I believed that Washington would serve
Amcrica better if we worried more about the o ple that lived
outside Washington than where people stood on the totem pole

inside Washington. And I think you believe that, too. And

that's what I ask you to think about tonight.

I'll be very brief. 1 want to mention to you what |
think are the central questions facing the country in this
election season which is unfolding rapidly now, and then what [
think are some of the central questions facing this country over
the next 20 years, because I ask you to I 22in thizkine about it.
We were talking about it at one of the tables tonight. And this
community has got to continue to be involved in America to help
us raise our imaginations and raise our visions toward these

long-term issues as well.



I tell all my fellow Democrats that contrary to what
you might think, the great enemy of our cause i thiz clectine ic
not adversity, it is, instead, complacency. Because oftentimes,
when people are doing well and things are doing well and they
have a high level of comfort and confidence, particularly if they
come through a very wrenching time -- 2nd our country came
through 2 pretty wrenching time in the luto 80z and il '00s,
indeed through ~ut the decade of the '8C. O LR
say, we'd like to relax a little bit. We're tired. Things are

anod for us now. We just want to not thialabavt thi= - the

case, 'this" is politics right now.

You live in a world that never permits t2f. heause
it's changing so fast. One thing I'd like v ack youtodoisto
think about how you can communicate that sense of urgency to the
rest of your fellow Americans. And that's what I hope to do here
tonight -- because even though people niay not understand it in

,

the way you do, if you're struggling to develop a new product, a
new service keep up with some new discovery, the truth is that
everyone else's life is more dynamic than most people realize as

well.

And while I am profoundly grateful that we have the
lowest unemployment rate in 28 years, and the lowest crime rate

in 25 years, and the smallest percentage of people on welfare in



29 years, and next week the first balanced budget and surplus in
29 years, and the highest home ownership in history, and we just
learned yesterday the lowest Affican Americanpovasty ruls evay
recorded, the biggest increase in wages in 20 years -- I'm
grateful for all that. The truth is that this is a dynamic

world. (Applause.) And so the right thing to do is not to rest

on that, but to build on it -- to ask ourselves, okay, what else

needs to be done.

Now, in this election season | think there are the
following major issues that, to me, are vorr impartant, Wa had o
big vote on onc in the ITouse today. There are some who oo,
well, we're going to have a surplus for the first time in 29
years and it's just a few wecks from the clection, 2o let's have
a tax cut. And cven though I'm not a candidute anyiioic wind woi't
be running for anything anymore, I understand the appeal of that
-- but I think it's dead wrong. For one thing, I'd just like to
scc the red ink turn to black and dry befure we start spending
again. (Laughter.) I've been working for this for six years,

I'd just like to see it dry, you know? (Laughter.)

And in a more serious way, in this world financial
situation we have been a pillar of stability and strength and
responsibility, and we need to communicate that to people. And |
know it's popular to offer a tax cut right here before an

election, but in this case it would be wrong.



And there's another reason it's wrong. It's wrong
because we finally have, I believe, a bipartican consensus for
making modifications in the Social Secu:™ oy that avil]
enable us to preserve it when the baby boomers retire -- and at
present rates, at least, there will only be two people working
for every one person drawing. And I can just tell you the baby
boomers are -- and a lot of you are too young to be one --
(laughter) -- but, basically, the baby boom generation is
everybody between the ages of 52 and 34, Aud whici that group
--only the present group in school is bigger than the baby boom
aeneration. And when that group retires nnless we act now in a
madest, wacasured, disciplined way -- w.. ' 10 ol doany g
until the time comes to face it, and with cvery year it will
become 2 more severe decision becausc »~u'l e clozer in time to
it -- w'll have the decision of either cutting bon its o
seniors so much that we'll erode the safety net, which today
accounts for 48 percent of the people on Social Security being

lifted out of poverty -- that is, they would be in poverty were

it not for Social Security.

Or, in the alternative, we'll decide we cuii't bear
that and we'll raise taxes dramatically to maintain the old
system, in which case we will undermine the Stundard of living of
our children and grandchildren, which would be equally wrong.
And that's not necessary. But in order to avoid it we have to

make an election-year decision and tell the American people the



truth that we ought to do something for the next 30 years and not
for the next 30 days, and save Social Security before we
entertain o tax cut out of thiz su-plus. T

important. (Applause.)

The second issue, if we want to continuc to lead the
world economy we at least have to pay our way. For eight months
now I've been trying to get the Congress to approve our
contribution to the International Monetary T'oid. Now, it's ot
perfect. And the IMF is having to make adjustments, 100, o
recoonize the new realities of the globa! ~conamy. But it isth»
ni0st umportant instrumieat {ur hiclping coaice, fust ol all,
reform as they should, and then if they ¢, ot Paclon this
feet; and, secondly, for helpine us limit the contagion thatic
now gripping so many Asian cconomics from bleeding over into
Latin America, for example, our fastest growing market as a

country, and into countries that have done a good job in managing

their own economies. | think it is absolutcly imperative.

And it's pretty hard to make an issue this,
normally, esoteric, an issue in an clection year. But I'n:
telling you, if we don't exercise our responsihility to try to
stabilize the global economy, as Alan Greenspan said the other
day, we cannot forcver be an island of prosparit; i a st of
dislocation. We have got to do this and I feel very strongly

about it. (Applause.)



The third thing that I think is very important is
that the education agenda be continually pushed forward, Fioht
nionthsaan I putbefore the Conggessiniy oleamll <u pevapi, based
on the best research about what is working in our schools. Among
other things in the balanced budget, not spending the surplus, it
would provide funds for another 100,000 tcach o3t b hired to
take average class size down to 18 in the carly grades. It would
provide a tax incentive program to rebuild, remodel or build
5,000 schools at a time when it's a big pro! o, Tt has the
funds to continue our part of hooking uj: 2!! the classrooms to
the Internet by the vear 2000. It has funds for onnther. aver a
severdl yoar paviad, 3,000 chader sehoel: = 870 S ;s Ponnad
TTastinge, for al' the work vou've done !.or> "0 71
California is leading the way, thank you very mush. (Applasse.)
And a lut of other things that are very, voiy
important, including paying the college expenses of 25,000 voune
people who can then pay their college expenses off by going into
inner-city areas and other arcas of teacher shortage und teaching
for a few years to pay their expenses off. It contains the best
examples of the most reform-oriented, big-city school system in
the country, which I visited again today, T thinl Cor the slnth
time, in Chicago, where they have ended cacial nromatinn Ant
under-performing students in what used to be thought of as the
)

worst big-city school system in the country -- [ went to a school

district today where 100 percent of the kids live in Cabrini Green, one of the most economically challenged housing
projects



in America. They have doubled their reading scores and tripled

their math scores in four years.

And there is no social promotion, but they don't
just throw the kids out. Every child that doesn't perform has to
go to summer school. And theyv have afier-schnnl totorine
programs, so that now the summer schoo! program in Chicaco is the
sixth biggest school district in America -- the summer school.

Over 40.000 children get three square men!s o v there,

But learning is beginning to occur because they have
standards and accountahilityv. but support. They don't treat
children who don't perform as failures; thev treat ther ac pann)e
who need more support and more help. And I think that's

important. (Applause.)

So we need to save Social Security. We need to fund
the IMF. We need to pass the education program. Two other
things I want to mention. I have worked very hard for the last
six year, along with the Vice President, to persuade the American
people that we can improve the environment and grow the economy.
And compared to six years ago, the air ic c'ean~_the water is
cleaner, the food is safer, lots of toxic waste dumps have been
cleaned up. But there are still people who just don't helieve
it. And we're having a huge environmental fight up there, and

protecting these environmental initiatives is very important.



Finally, I strongly believe that Congress ought to
pass a uniform patients' bill of rights for the country. And
there may even be some disagreement about that in this audicnce,
but I'd just like to tell you what my expericice iz here, There

are 160 million Americans in managed care plans. Forty-three hi

[{f=]

managed care companies o+2 sunporting this 12cislation. Why?

Because they provide these protections :1d they Lnow that they'ee

being punished in the marketplace for doing what they believe is

right.

Now, a lot of you are employers and you're concerned
about controlling costs, hut let me just tell vou some of the
thinas that are actually happening in Amorisa tadas T his
cities, if somebody walks outside a hotel and gets hit by a car,
depending on what the coverage of the plan is, they might drive
past three hospitals to get to an emergency room covered by the
plan, instead of going to the nearest emergency room. There are
places where, even if your doctor recommends you see a specialist
and says, I'm sorry, I can't do this, they still can't get to see

a specialist until they go through three or four layers of

approval.

Many times all these horror stories you hear about
people being denied care are not quite accnrate. Actually,
almost always, or more than half the time, the managed carc

company does approve the procedure, but the delays arc so great



that it's too late to do the right thing.

Another big problem for small businesscs (5 when the
employer changes providers, very often immediately olt the
employees are affected by it. Now, that counds reasonable.
Exzept if rou're pregnant, and you're siz: ntant! andy Yol
Shsendli s HAVE 10 81V @p your obstetnis . T
eight, and nine. If you're in the middle of 2 chemotherapy
treatment, you shouldn't have to give it up i th > middle ofth

treatment. That's what this bill does. And it also protects the

privacy of medical record, which I think is very, very important.

Sa T think thic patients’ bill of rights is t'
right thing to do for the country and [ hope it !l pass. Those
are the big issues, to me, that we ought to be fighting for.

(Applause.)

Now, in the election the voters will have a clear
choice. Do they want this kind of progress or do they want
partisanship? Do they want this to focus on people or do they

want this to focus on politics? And you can help us.

Now, if you look at the long run -- let n.c just
mention something very briefly, just a fow things that Twish
you'd begin to think about. How are we going to chunge Social
Security and Medicare so that we legitimatcly care for the

elderly without bankrupting their children and grandchildren?



What are we going to do? We'll be making those decisions -- |
hope and pray -- in the first six months of next year. How are

we going to do this? The Medicare Commission v apleie its

report and we will complete our year-long work vii Soci.1 Secnrity

in December.
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education, to rcally provide world-class cducation K throueh 12

in America? Everybody knows we've ¢t th2 hoest system of higher
cducation in the world, how are we goin_ tu give cvery child --
without regard to their circumstances in life -- that

opportunity?

Third question: How can we convince people that the
problem of climate change is real and the biggest long-term
environmental challenge, closely related -- especially in
California -- to the problem of ocean degradation, which is fast
becoming a global problem? And how can you here, who know it to
be true, convince people that there is no longer an iron link
between old-fashioned, industrial-era encrgy usage and economic
growth? Because, make no mistake about it, that in the end is
what is holding back our advances in the cnvironment. ! st
people who are in decision-making capacitics Lonostly beliove
can't grow an economy unless you use encroy in the way we've heon
using it for the last 50 years, and unless 3. o use dioic o the

same kind. You can hclp; you can make a Luge difference there.



Fourthly, what are we going to do over the long run
-- and it has to be done fairly soon -- to modify the world

2

financial system and the world trading =t >01 50 it works fo

ordinary people and it limits these huge boom-bust cycles witl.o .

I [

interrupting the fice flow of capital? T am vor

~
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after year of falling living standards, tha. | cople will full ow

of love with free markcets and free goverents.

It's only been the last three or four or five years
that, for the first time in all human history, more people are
living under governments that they chosc thomaclves than
dictatorships of one kind or another. T1.0. i a precious 2ift,
this gift of freedom, but we have to prove that it will work for
ordinary people. And the United States hus to take the lead in
that. And all of you have a huge stake in it -- a huge stake in

it.

Everything you want to do with the Internet rests on
the premise that people will get freer and ficer and freer, and
that it is a very good thing. And you kn. . [ cleve that
(Appliuse.) So we have got to deal witl .

And Dinaily, Tiust wsk you o help mie-- 1 2 L
last report of the President’s Initiative on Race last weck, and

I've got this on my mind, too. If you think about what I do in



foreign policy as your representative -- we're worried about
Kosovo today. What is Kosovo? It's an ethnic conflict between

Serbs and Albunian Muslims. What is o702 o0 500 Llddie East?

|
(LS N

It's an ethnic and religious conflict. I'ni guiiig v du
work on that next week. What is the conflict the we're

otabrating T hiope the final end of e M=l s Leotand? Ts 4

You may have been reading, a few yeais ¢z0 we 'l 2!
this horrible war in Rwanda where over tl.icc-quaricrs ol a
million people were killed in a tribal conflict. And now in the
Congo there are five different countries intervening in their
conflict there and part of it is the settling of uld scores amang

tribal conflicts.

Now, here in Silicon Valley you see pecple from all
over the world, from all different racial and cthnic groups and
religious and cultural backgrounds, finding a way to work
together to make common cause. And over the long run it may be

our ability to prove that we can preserve and advance the

American system and give deeper meaning to th:> Constitution of
the United States as we grow more diver. o, U anything else

that will permit us to be a powerful force for enad in the 21

century.

And so | say to you I hope you'll keep working on



that and I hope you'll keep lifting that up, because I see deep

in the heart of people all over the world thic almast compnlsive

diive w define themselves T i atin g fevano == i dhe it 2l
their life has imeaning because they are o Cthe "oen,” vl

the "other" is. And just the way you do things l.ereisa
il L i A T '
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constant, daily sebuke todlal, And that's sl at A
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other if we hope to be a positive force i, . laghig vat thic best

in pcople throughout the world.

Finally, let me just say that | believe thut the
best days of this country are still ahead of us. And T >lieve
that we have been given a precious gift, but an cioriious
responsibility. The real question before is, now that we have
all this prosperity, now that we have all this confidence, now
that we have this dominant position in the world, what are we
going to make of this moment? Arc we guing to relax? A we
going to feed on each other? Are we going to care for each other
and build a better tomorrow? I think I know what you're answer

is, and I want you to help me make that America's answer.

Thank you and God bless you, (Applause.)

END 10:16 P.M. PDT



