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you made at the Dinner for 
Senator Harkin in Iowa on 
Friday, July 16.
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT TOM HARKIN FOR SENATE DINNER 

Private Residence
Des Moines, Iowa
July 16, 1998

Thank you very much, 
having me in your home. 
club. 1— — ----  --
trip.

The second reason I wanted to come down here is I love Tom 
Harkin and I am profoundly grateful. You know, I'm not sure -- 
and this is no offense to the people of Iowa -- but I bet you 
could get elected and reelected senator from Iowa without being 
the world's number one opponent of abusive child labor in foreign 
countries. He just did that because he thinks

First of all, thank you, Jerry, for 
The last time he took me to his golf

Now he takes me to his home. I can't wait for my third

So, anyway, we were there and having a good time.
said, "You know, you folks in Iowa ought to be glad to see me. 
I'm the first guy that's been here in weeks that's not running 
for anything." And I must say, after 24 years, most of which -- 
25 now -- most of which time I was running every two years, it's 
a little awkward for me to say that. But I want you to know that 
I am profoundly grateful to the people of Iowa for being so good 
to me and Hillary and the Vice President and Mrs. Gore, for 
voting for us twice, for supporting our policies, for giving us a 
chance to serve.

Thank you, Linda. Thank you all for being here. Governor, 
thanks for spending the day with me, with your Lt. Governor and 
your distinguished array of officials, and the First Lady from 
the great state of Iowa. I want to thank Tom and Ruth for giving 
me the chance to come down here and be with them. I want to 
say it's wonderful to see Congressman and Mrs. Smith. He did 
everything he could to educate me about agriculture before he 
left Congress, and I did the best I could to learn. I'm a little 
slow, but he's still working on me.

Let me say to all of you, first, I want you to know that 
I wanted to come here to say thank you to the people of Iowa. 
We had a big crowd over at the middle school earlier today when 
we were promoting one of the many initiatives Tom Harkin is 
identified with -- our efforts to get a modest tax cut through 
that will lead to $25 billion in construction, modification or 
modernization of 6,000 schools in this country. So we were over 
there and there were, I don't know, a few hundred people there. 
And the air-conditioning was out, so the atmosphere was warm -- 
and friendly. Secretary Riley and I, having come from the 
Washington heat, felt right at home.
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And we have to act

And you are very

And he would come --it wouldn't be politically correct 
to do so today, but in those days it was bearable -- he used 
to smoke these cheap cigars that he had in a cigar holder that 
he would grit in his teeth like that. He had this sort of 
highly prominent, well-chiseled nose, and he was a big, burly 
guy. And he was not particularly conventionally attractive.
Interesting --he had a beautiful wife who was our social studies 
teacher, who had a beautiful sister who was my geometry teacher.

guy
Now,

compassion, and effectiveness. I have rarely known anyone in 
public office that I thought was as truly good a person and as 
truly good a public servant as Tom Harkin. And you are very 
lucky to have him.

terrible dilemmas that our farmers are facing.
general consensus I think on what causes it.

bill that without a safety net this would happen sooner or later; 
unfortunately, sooner came before later. And we have to act 
there, and we will.

I just want to say a couple of things. Iowa is once again 
at the vortex of America's political concerns. And everybody is 
coming here to tell you how great they're going to be if you vote 
for them. One of the things I think we should posit is that most 
everybody who comes here will actually believe what they say. 
Having been criticized, as Tom noted inside, fairly mildly for a 
few years -- it has been my observation that most people in 
politics in both parties actually pretty much believe what they 
say and believe in what they do, and show up every day and try to 
pretty well do a good job.

Forty years ago this year, I took Sth grade science from a 
who was a coach and a science teacher named Vernon Dokey. 
to be charitable, he was not the most handsome man I had 

ever seen. And he knew it. He was -- he looked sort of like a 
grizzly bear that had been through a meat grinder but walked out.

He also is perhaps the foremost advocate in the United States 
Senate for the disabled, and perhaps one of the two or three 
foremost advocates for research and development in new 
technologies in sciences. There is hardly anybody who serves 
in either House in the United States Congress that has the 
combination of wide interests, deep knowledge, genuine 
compassion, and effectiveness. I have rarely known anyone in

it's wrong, and because he doesn't want children anywhere to 
suffer when children everywhere should be going to school and 

growing up with decent lives.

Yes, he's one of the greatest advocates for farmers this 
country has, and we've got an earful again today about the 
terrible dilemmas that our farmers are facing. And there's a 
general consensus I think on what causes it. Tom and I both 
said back in 1994 or '95 when they passed that Freedom To Farm
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When I

", I look in the mirror and I smile 
you're beautiful," and he said, "Now, if you

And to me,
It was not about 

Washington rhetoric, personal destruction, and who looked good 
in the morning paper. It was about ideas, action, and people.

We were 13, and we were crazy and we were trying to figure 

out how the world works.
science class, he says.

' ‘ . Forty years later, I still
So if you notice when I fight with the Republicans,

Now, you think about that.
remember. !
no matter how hard I fight with them, I don't question their 
motives or their patriotism or their love of country. El--
think they're wrong, I say they're wrong.

But if that's what was guiding you, then we no longer 
believed that you couldn't, for example, balance the budget 
and still increase investment in education; that you couldn't 
have a strong and effective government and reduce the size and 
.burden of government. When you heard Tom say that the Vice 
President ran our reinventing government plan -- this is one of 
those -- if you do a survey on this, people say, "I don't care, 
I still don't believe it." People do not believe it, but we have 
the smallest federal establishment since 1962 when John Kennedy 
was President. We have eliminated hundreds of programs, and you 
can't name one of them. I'll give $5 to anybody in this audience 
who can name two of the hundreds of programs we have eliminated. 
And we have a more vigorous, more effective government.

And we believed that we could bring new ideas based on old- 
fashioned Democratic philosophy, that everybody who was willing 
to work for it ought to have opportunity in this country; that we 
had to change to meet the changes of the time; and that everybody 
who was a responsible citizen ought to be part of America's 
community. It was pretty simple, really.

So old Vernon Dokey says one day in 
science ciass, ne oayo, "You kids won't remember a thing I teach 
you about science, but I want you to remember some things I teach 
you about life." He said, "Now, look at me. I want you to know 
something. Every morning, I get up and I go in the bathroom, I 
throw water in my face, I put shaving cream on, I shave my face, 
I wash that shaving cream off,
and I say, 'Vernon, ;
kids remember that, you'll get a lot further in life."

Iowa and New Hampshire, because you go first, have a heavy 
responsibility to help to render judgment, if you will, for the 
country not only about candidates, but issues. What I want to 
say to you is that I came to the presidency in 1992, having been 
governor of what my predecessor affectionately called a small 
Southern state. And I loved every day of it. ’ - j -- --
politics was about ideas, action, and people.

It was about ideas, action, and people.
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So I say to you as you think about the future of your state 
and nation, there is evidence here. And what I want to say to 
you is, Tom Harkin and I -- I'm not running for anything and he's 
not running for anything right yet -- but we and all the people 
that are running who are in public office, we're still drawing 
a paycheck from you every two weeks, and we should show up for 
work, and we should do things.

And I would argue -- I don't want to repeat my whole State 
of the Union address -- but I want to tell you, I would argue 
three things for sure. Number one, we ought to do whatever we 

I tell all the Republicans and Democrats in Washington all 
the time, if we agreed on everything I'm asking us to agree on, 
there would still be stuff for us to fight about. There will 
always be something to have a next election on. But we get hired 
to show up for work. Now, the big question we have before us 
today is: what are we going to do with the surplus; what are 
we going to do with this period of bounty we have?

Well, four years later, we haven't inconvenienced a single 
hunter, and 400,000 people -- 400,000 people -- were not able 
to buy guns because of their criminal backgrounds at gun stores. 
So our arguments were right and their arguments were wrong. They 
said we couldn't balance the budget and we were going to provoke 
a recession, but we balanced the budget -- biggest surplus in 
history -- and we doubled our investment in education while we 
were doing it. So we have evidence here.

We've got the longest peacetime expansion in history, 
the lowest crime rate in 26 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 
30 years, the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years, very high 
wage growth, high business start-ups, the highest home ownership 
in history, the lowest minority unemployment in history. All 
that is only evidence of the important thing: all elections are 
about tomorrow. All elections are about tomorrow. And a good 
record is only evidence of what will be good in the future -- 
however, very important evidence.

For many of these things, we've had to fight with our 
friends on the other side, and Tom Harkin was always leading the 
fight. We said we could lower the crime rate, but you had to 
help these communities put police on the street and you had to 
take more guns out of the hands of criminals. Well, they said, 
if you try to put 100,000 police on the street, it wouldn't make 
a lick of difference, and if we checked the backgrounds of people 
that tried to buy handguns in gun shows, all you would do is make 
the hunters mad and criminals didn't buy guns at gun shows, 

anyway.
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do.
me,

We're in the shape we're in today because we made the tough 
choices and we kept at it, and that's what the country needs to 

And that's the gift I want to give you, that when you see 
you think I'm working and not enjoying the sunshine of our 

prosperity.

Now, these are big things. We should not wait for another 
election to deal with these big things. On the economy, the last 
thing we've got to do is to try to reach the people that aren't 
affected by the recovery. There are a lot of disabled people, as 
Tom would tell you, who want to go to work and could go to work. 
There are still people on welfare who want to go to work, who 
could go to work. There are whole regions of our country, from 
Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta, to the Indian reservations 
to the inner city that need new investment. And, of course, 
there is the problem of the farms, which you are very well 
familiar with.

But consider the irony of the lowest unemployment rates in 
the country being in Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, all these 
farming states where we're at risk of losing a huge percentage of 
our family farmers unless there is both an emergency response and 
a different long-term course that they have available. So I say 
to you, yes, have the election, yes, have the debate, but let's 
keep on working for what's good for America, and let's not avoid 
the big choices. Let's not pretend that we don't have to make 
them.

can to deal with the aging of America, because when the baby 
boomers retire, we're going to have more people retired and fewer 
people working to support them. If you want the seniors of this 
country to be able to have their Social Security and their 
Medicare, and you want them to have it in a way that is secure 
and does not bankrupt their children so they can't afford to 
raise their grandchildren, now is the time to set aside most of 
this surplus to save Social Security and Medicare and provide a 
prescription drug benefit with Medicare.

So I think that is a big deal. The second thing I think we 
ought to do is everything we can to keep this economy going and 
then reach out and touch the people who have not been affected by 
the recovery. And let me just say on the first, the way I want 
to save Social Security and Medicare will keep us from spending 
that surplus and devote the interest savings on the surplus to 
making Social Security last longer, so we'll make Social Security 
last for more than 50 years, make Medicare last for more than
25 years, and make the country debt-free in 15 years for the 
first time since 1835.
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me.

And 
you

your employer has to change coverage at some point and you're 
six months into a difficult pregnancy, you ought not to have to 
get another OB/GYN to finish your pregnancy.

If you are halfway through a difficult chemotherapy 
treatment, you ought not have to get another oncologist to

Now, every physician in this audience
This is
So all we

If you get hit in an accident, you should not have to go by 
the nearest hospital to one that's farther away because that's 
the one covered by your managed care plan. Now, if you are 
working for a small business and your small business -- 

So I talked to this kid and I said, where are you from? 
I said, well, how's your condition -- because I've seen 

finish your treatment.
will tell you this happens all the time in America, 
not some radical notion, this happens all the time.
said was that basically everybody in America ought to have the 
same protections that I gave all the people in the federal 
programs -- Medicare, Medicaid, the Federal Health Employees 
Program, the Veterans Program, by executive order. And we were 
actually attacked by our friends in the other party. Tom was 
attacked, because, they said, "Oh, you're relying on personal 
stories. You're trying to play on the emotions of the people." 
Well, get a life. I mean, what is politics about anyway? Why 
are we doing this?

Every time I come to Iowa, I think of two things. One of 
them, I got hit right between the eyes with today. When I was 
here for the flood in 1993, I'd go out to sack my -- you know, 
my sand bags, you were talking about that -- I'd go out and do 
my sandbag deal. And I look up and there is this child about 
so big, with a head about so big -- huge bones coming out of 
her eyebrows -- very short, large head, knobby elbows, gnarled 
knuckles, knobby knees. This child has brittle bone disease. 
She's 12 years old. She has been operated on already more than 
a dozen times. Her bones shatter at will. She has come all the 
way from Wisconsin to stand in the flood in Iowa to help people 
who are putting the sandbags up -- literally risking her life.

The last point I want to make is this -- I thought about 
this today when I was in Iowa. Politics is really personal to 

You know this debate we just had over the patients' bill of 
rights. Several doctors who are here today thanked me for that, 
thanked Tom for fighting for that. Look, here's the issue: more 
people than not are in managed care plans. A lot of them have 
done a lot of good; they've cut down on a lot of inflation and 
health care costs. But if your doctor says you need to see a 
specialist, no accountant should be able to stop your doctor from 
sending you to a specialist.
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Then that child started coming to the National Institutes 
You know, all this money
So am I playing on your

What else is life
This child has a chance at life.

And I'll tell you another story -- 1992, Cedar RapidsL Iowa, 
huge rally we're having out in front of Quaker Oats, 
working the crowd -- after the speech, grasping for votes, 
there is this lady there, t ' . ’ ’ 
African American baby.
said, this is my baby.
baby? She said, from Miami.
AIDS and no one would take her and she was going to be homeless, 
and so I took her.

And I'm 
■ And 

this tall, white woman, holding an 
And I said, whose baby is this? She 
And I said, well, how did you get this

She said, this child was born with

And I held her today and I said, Jemiah, how you doing? 
She is so beautiful. And I have seen her a half a dozen times. 
She is so beautiful and she said, "Oh, Mr. President, I'm giving 
myself my own shots now and I'm going to be just fine."

Now, this is a good story, right? But what you need to 
know is this woman was living in a rented apartment with her 
two kids because she had been left by her husband. And she 
barely had enough money to support her own kids, but she couldn't 
bear to see this child be left alone, so she took in the other 
child. Okay. Fast forward to today. Today, at that middle 
school, mama was there, since remarried, doing fine, with her 
daughter, giving me a report on her son, holding that beautiful 
child who is almost too big for me to hold. And she has come 
repeatedly to the National Institutes of Health.

of Health for help -- Tom Harkin.
is put in the NIH all these years.
emotions? You bet I am. What else is there? 
about? What is politics about?

know, she's actually done pretty well. There are a lot of 
children who have that disease who never get out of bed, they 
have to be prone for their whole life. But this kid is up 
walking. She said, "I told my parents I wanted to go down 
there." She said, "I can't hide my whole life, I've got to 
serve, I've got to be a citizen, I've got to do this like 
everybody else."

And you know what happened? Six years later I go to 
American University and give a speech and here is this girl, 
beaming, a freshman at American University, still growing, 
still getting stronger, still out there taking chances, doing 
things other kids wouldn't do with those problems, being brave. 
We didn't -- none of us -- Tom Harkin and I didn't have a lick 
to do with her courage, her bravery, her heart, her soul, her 
character. But because of what he did, she had a better chance. 
She had a better chance.
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Thank you very much.

Now, is this playing on your emotions? You bet it is. 
What is life about anyway? Tom Harkin didn't put a heart in 
that little girl or a heart in the mother. But she has a chance 
because of the kinds of things he's fought all his public life 
for. And it is a beautiful story.

So I just ask you to be faithful to your friend, Tom Harkin, 
to fight for the things we believe in. If your friends and 
neighbors wonder whether the President is right or whether the 
Republicans are right in saying we ought to take all the non­
Social Security surplus and spend it on a tax cut right now and 
make everybody happy right here before the election; tell them 
that you think we have earned the benefit of the doubt with our 
record, and that, you know, we should not squander this. We 
ought to think about our children's future. We ought to think 
about what we're going to do when the baby boomers retire. We 
ought to think about how we can make everybody a part of this 
economy. And remember the stories. That's part of what makes 
us who we are.

It's not about power. It's about ideas and action and, in 
the end, it's about people. When you breathe your last breath 
you are not going to be thinking about what some arcane political 
philosophy was that you embraced. You're going to be thinking 
about who you liked, who you loved, how you felt when the seasons 
changed, and what you're proud of that you did for somebody else. 
And I want to be part of a political party that tries to give 
those gifts to America.
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First of all, thank you, Jerry, for 
The last time he took me to his golf

I can't wait for my third

Thank you very much.
having me in your home.

Now he takes me to his home.
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AT TOM HARKIN FOR SENATE DINNER 

Private Residence 
Des Moines, Iowa 
July 16, 1998

of which - 
two years,

anyway, we were there and having a good time, 
'ou know, you folks in Iowa ought to be glad to 
he first guy^-tiiat's been here in weeks that's

And I must say, after 24 years, most

club. 
trip.

/
love Tom

And; .Sc

And I said1
see me^Dl'm
not running for anything

25 now -- most of which time I was running every 
it's a little awkward for me to say that. But I want 

you to know that I am profoundly grateful to the people of Iowa 
for being so good to me and Hillary and the Vice President and 
Mrs. Gore, for voting for us twice, for supporting our policies, 
for giving us a chance to serve.

-Ap,d jthe second reason I wanted to come down here is I 
arkin and I am profoundly grateful. You know, I'm 

not sure -- and this is no offense to the people of Iowa -- 
but I bet you could get elected and reelected senator from Iowa 
without being the world's number one opponent of abusive child 
labor in foreign countries. He just did that because he thinks

-

Thank you, Linda. Thank you all for being here. Governor, 
thanks for spending the day with me, with your Lt. Governor and 
your distinguished array of officials, and the First Lady from 
the great state of Iowa. I want to thank Tom and Ruth for giving 
me the chance to come down here and be with them. I want to 
say it's wonderful to see (Congressman and Mrs. Smith. He did 
everything he could to educate me about agriculture before he 

/'\left ■SiW-Congress, and I did the best I could to learn. I'm a 
little slow, but he' s^working on me

Let me say to all of you, first, I want you to know that
I wanted to come here to say thank you to the people of Iowa. 
We had a big crowd over at the middle school earlier today when 
we were promoting one of the many initiatives Tom Harkin is 
identified with -- our efforts to get a modest tax cut through 

^/that will lead to $25 billion in constructioiy^tf modification or 
^modernization of 6,000 schools in this country. And ^o we were 

over there and there were, I don't know, a few hundred people 
there. And the air-conditioning was out, so the atmosphere was 
warm -- and friendly. Secretary Riley and I, having come from 
the Washington heat, felt right at home.
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eji ^States Congress that has the 
itit deep knowledge, genuine compassion,

^observation that most people m politics in ootn parties actual 
pretty much believe what they say and believe in what they 
show up every day and try to pretty well do a good job.

bocomo-"—
concerns.

Forty years ago this year, I took Sth grade science from a 
guy who was a coach and a science teacher named Vernon Dokey. 
Now, to be charitable, he was not the most handsome man I had 
ever seen. And he knew it. He was --he looked sort of like a 
grizzly bear that had been through a meat grinder, but walked 
out.

And he would come --it wouldn't be politically correct 
to do so today, but in those days it was bearable --he used 
smoke these cheap cigars that he had in a cigar holder wtegnh he 
/'would grit in his teeth like that, had this sort of
^highly prominent, well-chiseled nose, and he was a big, burly 

guy. And he was not particularly conventionally attractive.
Interesting --he had a beautiful wife who was our social studies 
teacher, who had a beautiful sister who was my geometry teacher.

I just want to say a couple of things. Yotr* 1*0 • -go i ng -1 q 
Iowa is once again at the vortex of America's political 
And everybody is coming here to tell you how great 

/they're going to be if you vote for them. One of the things

' I think we should posit is that most everybody who comes here 
will actually believe what they say. Having been criticized, as 
Tom noted inside, fairly mildly for a few years -- it has been my 
observation that most people in politics in both parties actually 

md

foremost advocates for research and development in new 
technologies in sciences. There is hardly anybody who serves 
in either House in the Unit,
combination of wide interes^

1 and effectiveness. I have rarely known anyone in public office 
that I thought was as truly good a person and as truly good a 
public servant as Tom Harkin. And you are very lucky to have 
him.

He also is perhaps the forpmost advocate/)for the disabled, 
the ai*feerhaps one of the two or three

foremost advocates for research and development in new

it's wrong, and because he doesn't want children anywhere to 
suffer when children everywhere should be going to school and 

xy growing up j»^decent lives.

Yes, he's one of the greatest advocates for farmers this 
country has, and we've got an earful again today about the 
^terrible dilemmas that our farmers are facing. And there's a 
general consensus I think on what causes it. 4sssk Tom and I both 
said back in 1994 or '5 when they passed that Freedom To Farm 
bill that without a safety net this would happen sooner or later; 
unfortunately, sooner came before later. And we have to act 
there, and we will. . .  >
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/ I teach you about scierxoe, 
y I teach you about lifb.^ H

t /Sh. 
yCyv<

remember.

When I

responsibility to helpXo render judgment, if you will, 
i/country <dSB»K not only/cefndidates, but issues. What I

gTand people.

community.

President ran our reinventing government plan 
those -- if you do a survey on this, people sayQ>I

Y'

m---------
'Y/^aid,'' hfew, 

in life?7

So old Vernon Dokey says one 
•ou kids won't remember a thing 
■."nt you to remember some things 

.,’/irow, look at me. HwaMteiib I 

Every morning, I get up and I go in

But if that's what was guiding you, then we no longer 
believed that you couldn't, for example, balance the budget 
and still increase investment in education; that you couldn't 
have a strong and effective government and reduce the size and 
burden of government. When you heard Tom say that the Vice 
President ran our reinventing government plan --^this is one of 
those -- if you do a survey on this, people sayy?I don't care, 

v I still don't believe it;// People do not believe it, but we have 
the smallest federal establishment since 1962 when John Kennedy 
was President. We have eliminated hundreds of programs, and you 
can't name one of them. I'll give $5 to anybody in this audience 
who can name two of the hundreds of programs we have eliminated. 
And we have a more vigorous, more effective government.

fashioned Democratic philosopi
work for it ought to have opp<
/had to change to meet the changes of the tins

1 who was a responsible citizen ought to be pa- 
It was pretty simple, really.

Now, you think about that. Forty years later, I still
So if you notice when I fight with the Republicans, 

no matter how hard I fight with them, I don't question their 
motives or their patriotism or their love of country, 
think they're wrong, I say they're wrong.

And we believed that we could bring new ideas based on old- 
"bhat everybody who was willing to 
unity in thi ^country; that we 

that everybody 
€ of America's

Iowa and New Hampshire, because you go first, have a heavy 
’ ” , for the

What I want to 
say to you is that I came to the presidency in 1992, having been 
governor of what my predecessor affectionately called a small 
Southern state. And I loved every day of it. And to me, 
politics was about ideas, action, and people. It was not about 
.Washington rhetoric, personal destruction, and who looked good 
in the morning paper. It was about ideas, action^and people.

were 13, and we were crazy and we were trying to 
figure out how the world works.) . 
day in science class, he say^-?-

, but 
He said

want you to know something, 
the bathroom, I throw water in my face, I put shaving cream on, 
’ shave my face, I wash that .shaving cream off, I look/Ln. the 
mirror and I smile and I sayCVVernon, you're beaut if ulCZ&And he 

if you kids remember that, you'll get a lot further
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i/ A many of these things^we've had to fight with our friends

.ended a si

we
So we have evidence here.were doing it.

■que<
of th<

Xried to b' 
hunters mai

-- I don't want to repeat my whole state
Jut I want to tell you, I would argue three 

Number one, we ought to do whatever we can to

I would ar 
4on addres

things^-fbr sure.

So I say to you as you think about the future of your state 
and nation, there is evidence here. And what I want to say to 
you is, Tom Harkin and I -- I'm not running for anything and he's 
not running for anything right yet -- but we and all the people 
that are running who are in public office, we're still drawing 
a paycheck from you every two weeks, and we should show up for 
work, and we should do things.

A
------ ----------  -- ---- ------- - ---  -------------- 

/recession, but we balanced the budgets' biggest surplus in 
histor^rhnd we doubled our invest merit' in education while

We've got the longest peacetime expansion in history, 
the lowest crime rate in 26 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 

/30 years, the lowest unemployment ratein 30 years, very high 
/ wage growth, high business start-upsAraghest home ownership in 

history, the lowest minority unemplo}nnepfc in history. All that 
is only evidence of the important thing$z. All elections are about 
tomorrow. All elections are about tomb¥row. And a^gpod record 
is only evidence of what will be good in the future.,* however, 
very important evidence.

I tell all the Republicans and Democrats in Washington all 
the time, if we agreed on everything I'm asking us to agree on, 
there would still be stuff for us to fight about. There will 
always be something to have a next election on. But we get hired 
to show up for work. Now, the big question we have before us 
today is: What are we going to do with the surplus; what are 
we going to do with this period of bounty we have?

, the lowest unemployment rate in 
wth, high business start-upsAmg] 

the lowest minority unemplo^iriesfc

lorrc

on the other side, and Tom Harkin was always leading the fight. 
We said we could lower the crime rate, but you had to help these 
communities put police on the street and you had to take more 
guns out of the hands of criminals. Well, they said, if you try 
to put 100,000 police on the street, it wouldn't make a lick of 
difference, and if we checked the backgrounds of people that 

handguns in gun shows, all you would do is make the 
and criminals didn't buy guns at gun shows, . anyway.

Well, four years later, we haven't inconvenienced a single 
hunter, and 400,000 people -- 400,000 people -- were not able 
to buy guns because of their criminal backgrounds at gun stores. 
So our arguments were right and their^^vere wrong. They said 

we couldn't balance the budget and we were going to provoke a
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/ Appalachia to the Mississippi Delt^tb t 
the inner city that need new invesj^rtent.

then
by the recovery.
want to save Social Security and Medicare will keep us from 
spending that surplus and devote the interest savings on the 
surplus to making Social Security last longer, so we'll make 
Social Security last for more than 50 years, make Medicare 
last for more than 25 years, and make the country debt-free in 
15 years for the first time since 1835.

We're in the shape we're in today because we made the tough 
choices-and we kept at it, and that's what the country needs to 
do. And that's the gift I want to give you, that when you see 
me, you think I'm working and not enjoying the sunshine of our 
prosperity.

c^eal with the aging of America, because when the baby boomers 
retire, we're going to have more people retired and fewer people 
working to support them. And you want the seniors of this 
country to be able to have their Social Security and their 
Medicare, and you want them to have it in a way that is secure 
and does not bankrupt their children so they can't afford to 
raise their grandchildren, now is the time to set aside most of 
this surplus to save Social Security and Medicare and provide a 
prescription drug benefit with Medicare.

But consider the irony of the lowest unemployment rates in 
the country being in Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, all these 
farming states where we're at risk of losing a huge percentage of 
our family farmers unless there is both an emergency response and 
a different long-term course that they have available. So I say 
to you, yes, have the election, yes, have the debate, but let's 
keep on working for what's good for America, and let's not avoid 
the big choices. Let's not pretend that we don't have to make 
them.

j So I think that is a big deal. The second thing I think we 
ght to do is everything we can to keep this economy going and 

reach out and touch the people who have not been affected 
And let me just say on the first, the way I

Now, these are big things. We should not wait for another 
election to deal with these big things. On the economy, the last 
thing we've got to do is to try to reach the people that aren't 
affected by the recovery. There are a lot of disabled people, as 
Tom would tell you, who want to go to work and could go to work. 
There are still people on welfare who want to go to work, who 
could go to work. There are whole regions of our country, from 

the Indian reservations to
And, of course, there 

is the problem of the farm, which you are very well familiar
with.



6

billme.

sai<-- 

n -- yc?

If you are halfway through a difficult chemotherapy 
treatment, you ought not have to get another oncologist to

Now, every physician in this audience 
This is
So all we

If you get hit in an accident, you not 'ta. have to
go by the nearest hospital to one that's further away because 
that's the one covered by your managed care plan. Now, if you 
are working for a small business and your small business -- 
your employer has to change coverage at some point and you're 
six months into a difficult pregnancy, you ought not to have to 
get another OB/GYN to finish your pregnancy.

So I talkeci to this kid and I said, where are you from. 
And she sajicK-- and I said, well, how's your condition -- because 
I've seen -- y<5u know, she's actually done pretty well. There

Every time I come to Iowa, I think of two things. One of 
them, I got hit right between the eyes with today. When I was 
here for the flood in 1993, I'd go out to sack my -- you know, 
my sand bags, you were talking about that -- I'd go out and do 
my sandbag deal. And I look up and there is this child about 
so big, with a head about so big -- huge bones coming out of 
her eyebrows -- very short, large head, knobby elbows, gnarled 
knuckles, knobby knees. This child has brittle bone disease. 
She's 12 years old. She has been operated on already more than 
a dozen times. Her bones shatter at will. She has come all the 
way from Wisconsin to stand in the flood in Iowa to help people 
who are putting the sandbags up -- literally risking her life.

programs
Program, the Veterans Program, by executive order.
actually attacked by our frr
attacked, because, 1
stories. You're trying to p
Well, get a life. I mean, what is politics about anyway? Why 
are we doing this?

finish your treatment.
will tell you this happens all the time in America, 
not some radical notion, this happens all the time, 
said was that basically everybody in America ought to have the 
same protections that I gave all the people in the federal

Medicare, Medicaid, the Federal Health Employees
And we were 

'.^nds, in the other party. Tom was 
they said,cC3h, you're relying on personal
ir-i rx-t nlay on the emotions of the people /^'

The last point I want to make is this -- I thought about 
this today when I was in Iowa. Politics is really personal to 

You knov^. && this debate we just had over the patients' : 
of rights. Several doctors who are here today thanked me for 

that, thanked Tom for fighting for that. Look, here's the issue: 
More people than not are in managed care plans. A lot of them 
have done a lot of good; they've cut down on a lot of inflation 
and health care cost. But if your doctor says you need to see a 
specialist, no accountant should be able to stop your doctor from 
sending you to a specialist.
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African American baby.
said, this is my baby.
baby? She said, from Miami.
AIDS and no one would take her and she was going to be homeless, 
and so I took her.

And I held her today and I said, Jemiah, how you doing? 
She is so beautiful. And I have^een her a half a dozen times. 
She is so beautiful and she said>-/^h, Mr. President, f'm giving 

myself my own shots now and I'm going to be just fine~r

thi 
/walking 

\ / She saior^u

Now, this is a good story, right? But what you need to 
know is this woman was living in a rented apartment with her 
two kids because she had been left by her husband. And she 
barely had enough money to support her own kids, but she couldn't 
bear to see this child be left alone, so she took in the other 
child. Okay. Fast forward to today. Today, at that middle 
school, mama was there, since remarried, doing fine, with her 
daughter, giving me a report on her son, holding that beautiful 
child who is almost too big for me to hold. And she has come 
repeatedly to the National Institutes of Health.

Then that child started coming to the National Institutes 
of Health for help -- Tom Harkin. You know, all this money 
is put in the NIH all these years. So am I playing on your 
emotions? You bet I am. What else is there? What else is life 
about? What is politics about? This child has a chance at life.

And I'll tell you another story -- 1992, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
huge rally we're having out in front of Quaker Oats. And I'm 
working the crowd -- after the speech, grasping for votes. And 
there is this lady there, this tall, white woman, holding an

And I said, whose baby is this? She
And I said, well, how did you get this

She said, this child was born with

And you know what happened? Six years later I go to 
American University and give a speech and here is this girl, 
beaming, a freshman at American University, still growing, 
still getting stronger, still out there taking chances, doing 
things other kids wouldn't do with those problems, being brave. 
We didn't -- none of us -- Tom Harkin and I didn't have a lick 
to do with her courage, her bravery, her heart, her soul, her 
character. But because of what he did, she had a better chance. 
She had a better chance.

are a lot of children who have that disease/jnever get out of bed, 
hey have to be pr^H^Dfor their whole life. But this kid is up-.. 

She saicC^T'' told my parents I wanted to go down there'/—' 

: can't hide my whole life, I've got to serve, ^-I-'ve got 
to be a citizen, I've got to do this like everybody elseC^^
She
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.^Ji-eput51ican&";«r* right
Social Security surp

Thank you very much.

It's not about power, 
it's about people.

about what some arcane political 
You're going to be thinking

d, how you felt when the seasons

It's about ideas and action and, in 
the end, it's about people. When you breathe your last breath 
you are not going to be thinki
philosophy was that you embrac
about who you liked, who you T
changed, and what you're proud of that you did for somebody else. 
And I want to be part of a political party that tries to give 
those gifts to America.

Now, is this playing on your emotions? You bet it is. 
What is life about anyway? Tom Harkin didn't put a heart in 
that little girl or a heart in the mother. But she has a chance 
because of the kind of things he's fought all his public life 
for. And it is a beautiful story.

So I just ask you to be faithful to your friend, Tom Harkin, 
to fight for the things we believe in. If your friends and 
neighbors wonder whether the President is right or whether the 

.... ‘ : and saying we ought to take all the non-
 y surplus and spend it on a tax cut right now and 

make everybody happy right here before the election; tell them 
that you think we have earned the benefit of the doubt with our 
record, and that, you know, we should not squander this. We 
ought to think about our children's future. We ought to think 
about what we're going to do when the baby boomers retire. We 
ought to think about how we can make everybody a part of this 
economy. And remember the stories. That's part of what makes 
us who we are.
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First of all, thank you, Jerry, for 
The last time he took me to his golf

I can't wait for my third

Thank you very much.
having me in your home.

Now he takes me to his home.

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT TOM HARKIN FOR SENATE DINNER 

Private Residence
Des Moines, Iowa
July 16, 1998

club.
trip.

Let me say to all of you, first, I want you to know that 
I wanted to come here to say thank you to the people of Iowa. 
We had a big crowd over at the middle school earlier today when 
we were promoting one of the many initiatives Tom Harkin is 
identified with -- our efforts to get a modest tax cut through 
that will lead to $25 billion in construction, modification or 
modernization of 6,000 schools in this country. So we were over 
there and there were, I don't know, a few hundred people there. 
And the air-conditioning was out, so the atmosphere was warm -- 
and friendly. Secretary Riley and I, having come from the 
Washington heat, felt right at home.

So, anyway, we were there and having a good time.
said, "You know, you folks in Iowa ought to be glad to see me. 
I'm the first guy that's been here in weeks that's not running 
for anything." And I must say, after 24 years, most of which -- 
25 now -- most of which time I was running every two years, it's 
a little awkward for me to say that. But I want you to know that 
I am profoundly grateful to the people of Iowa for being so good 
to me and Hillary and the Vice President and Mrs. Gore, for 
voting for us twice, for supporting our policies, for giving us a 
chance to serve.

The second reason I wanted to come down here is I love Tom 
Harkin and I am profoundly grateful.. You know, I'm not sure -- 
and this is no offense to the people of Iowa -- but I bet you 
could get elected and reelected senator from Iowa without being 
the world's number one opponent of abusive child labor in foreign 
countries. He just did that because he thinks

Thank you, Linda. Thank you all for being here. Governor, 
thanks for spending the day with me, with your Lt. Governor and 
your distinguished array of officials, and the First Lady from 
the great state of Iowa. I want to thank Tom and Ruth for giving 
me the chance to come down here and be with them. I want to 
say it's wonderful to see Congressman and Mrs. Smith. He did 
everything he could to educate me about agriculture before he 
left Congress, and I did the best I could to learn. I'm a little 
slow, but he's still working on me.
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I just want to say a couple of things. Iowa is once again 
at the vortex of America's political concerns. And everybody is 
coming here to tell you how great they're going to be if you vote 
for them. One of the things I think we should posit is that most 
everybody who comes here will actually believe what they say. 
Having been criticized, as Tom noted inside, fairly mildly for a 
few years -- it has been my observation that most people in 
politics in both parties actually pretty much believe what they 
say and believe in what they do, and show up every day and try to 
pretty well do a good job.

Forty years ago this year, I took Sth grade science from a 
guy who was a coach and a science teacher named Vernon Dokey. 
Now, to be charitable, he was not the most handsome man I had 
ever seen. And he knew it. He was -- he looked sort of like a 
grizzly bear that had been through a meat grinder^ but walked 

out.

He also is perhaps the foremost advocate in the United States 
Senate for the disabled, and perhaps one of the two or three 
foremost advocates for research and development in new 
technologies in sciences. There is hardly anybody who serves 
in either House in the United States Congress that has the 
combination of wide interests, deep knowledge, genuine 
compassion, and effectiveness. I have rarely known anyone in 
public office that I thought was as truly good a person and as 
truly good a public servant as Tom Harkin. And you are very 
lucky to have him.

And he would come --it wouldn't be politically correct 
to do so today, but in those days it was bearable --he used 
to smoke these cheap cigars that he had in a cigar holder that 
he would grit in his teeth like that. He had this sort of 
highly prominent, well-chiseled nose, and he was a big, burly 
guy. And he was not particularly conventionally attractive. 
Interesting -- he had a beautiful wife who was our social studies 
teacher, who had a beautiful sister who was my geometry teacher.

it's wrong, and because he doesn't want children anywhere to 
suffer when children everywhere should be going to school and 
growing up with decent lives.

Yes, he's one of the greatest advocates for farmers this 
country has, and we've got an earful again today about the 
terrible dilemmas that our farmers are facing. And there's a 
general consensus J think on what causes it. Tom and I both said 
back inT^TorWShen they passed that Freedom To Farm bill 
that without a safety net this would happen sooner or later; 
unfortunately, sooner came before later. And we have to act 
there, and we will.
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had to change to meet the change/of"the |ime^Znd°thatYeverybody 

who was a responsible citizen ought to be part of America's 
community. It was pretty simple, really.
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1 We have eliminated.
Eg^erriment.

i

I
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- — aim who lOOKea gooa
It was about ideas, action, and people.

And we believed that we could bring new ideas based on old-
r>-noH t r* nn'i _____ i .

1

■J
i

1

1

responsibility to help to render judgment, ii
country not only about candidates, but issues
say to you is that I came to the presidency in 1992, having been

People do not believe 
the smallest federal establishment since 1962 wh^r.1 
was President. We have eliminated hundreds of^L^

We were 13, and we were 
out how the world works. 
science class, he says, 
you about science, but I want 
you about life." He said, "Now, 
something. Every morning, I ge^. 
throw water in my face, I put shavi

Southern state. And I loved every day of it. 
politics was about ideas, action,'and peopled 
Washington rhetoric, personal destruction 
in the morning paper. 7'

if that's what was guiding you, then we no longer 
that you couldn't, for example, "balance

But if
believed that you u, iui roaiance the budaet
and still increase investment in education;" LLau 
have a strong and effective government and reduce 
burden of government. r1
President ran our reinventing government plan --
those -- if you do a survey on this, people say
I still don't believe it." P-- 1 1 l"*“'" '

can't name one of them. I'll give $5 to anybody^^this audience 

who can name two of the hundreds o- Programs
And we have a more vigorous, more effective

■
V

NOW, you think about that. Port.y years later 
remember. •’* ri~+' — * _;
no matter how hard I fight with thein^' 
motives or their patriotism or their^love^of 
think they're wrong, I say they'rg

iowa and New Hampshire, because you go first, have a heavy 

judgment, if you will, for the
What I want to

that you couldn't

When you_heard_Tom

this is one of 
"I don't care,
it, but we have

crazy And we were trying to figure
"YS° Ve:i’non Dokey says one day in

you kids wdn't remember a thing I teach 

remember some things I teach 
I want you to know 

and I go in the bathroom, I
Jct cream on, I shave my face,

°L^at ^LP?e?^!!S?5Hffectionately called a small 

And to me.
It was not about 

and who looked good

You tc 
loqk at me.
up

LP?hi.hat..PPP3 CfeT”.°“' ^’^“mirior'lnd I'amTlZ

™, JLsOt ??EbEe..,'P?1?. ? fight with the^Republicans, 

, I don't question their 
country. When I
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So I say to you as you think about the future of your state 
and nation, there is evidence here. And what I want to say to 
you is, Tom Harkin and I -- I'm not running for anything and he's 
not running for anything right yet -- but we and all the people 
that are running who are in public office, we're still drawing 
a paycheck from you every two weeks, and we should show up for 
work, and we should do things.

And I would argue -- I don't want to repeat my whole State 
of the Union address -- but I want to tell you, I would argue 
three things for sure. Number one, we ought to do whatever we

Well, four years later, we haven't inconvenienced a single 
hunter, and 400,000 people -- 400,000 people -- were not able 
to buy guns because of their criminal backgrounds at gun stores. 
So our arguments were right and their arguments were wrong. They 
said we couldn't balance the budget and we were going to provoke 
a recession, but we balanced the budget -- biggest surplus in 
history -- and we doubled our investment in education while we 
were doing it. So we have evidence here.

For many of these things, we've had to fight with our 
friends on the other side, and Tern Harkin was always leading the 
fight. We said we could lower the crime rate, but you had to 
help these communities put police on the street and you had to 
take more guns out of the hands of criminals. Well, they said, 
if you try to put 100,000 police on the street, it wouldn't make 
a lick of difference, and if we checked the backgrounds of people 
that tried to buy handguns in gun shows, all you would do is make 
the hunters mad and criminals didn't buy guns at gun shows, 
anyway.

We've got the longest peacetime expansion in history, 
the lowest crime rate in 26 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 
30 years, the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years, very high 
wage growth, high business start-ups, the highest home ownership 

’ - ’ All
’ll elections are 

about tomorrow. All elections are about tomorrow. And a good 
record is only evidence of what will be good in the futureQA -----
however, very important evidence.

I tell all the Republicans and Democrats in Washington all 
the time, if we agreed on everything I'm asking us to agree on, 
there would still be stuff for us to fight about. There will 
always be something to have a next election on. But we get hired 
to show up for work. Now, the big question we have before us 
today is: /hat are we going to do with the surplus; what are 
we going to do with this period of bounty we have?

\ in history, the lowest minority unemployment in history, 
that is only evidence of the important thing: /11 elect! 

about tomorrow. All elections are about tomorrow. goo
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But consider the irony of the lowest unemployment rates in 
the country being in Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, all these 
farming states where we're at risk of losing a huge percentage of 
our family farmers unless there is both an emergency response and 
a different long-term course that they have available. So I say 
to you, yes, have the election, yes, have the debate, but let's 
keep on working for what's good for America, and let's not avoid 
the big choices. Let's not pretend that we don't have to make 

them.

can to deal with the aging of America, because when the baby 
boomers retire, we're going to have more people retired and fewer 
people working to support them. If you want the seniors of this 
country to be able to have their Social Security and their 
Medicare, and you want them to have it in a way that is secure 
and does not bankrupt their children so they can't afford to 
raise their grandchildren, now is the time to set aside most of 
this surplus to save Social Security and Medicare and provide a 
prescription drug benefit with Medicare.

So I think that is a big deal. The second thing I think we 
ought to do is everything we can to keep this economy going and 
then reach out and touch the people who have not been affected by 
the recovery. And let me just say on the first, the way I want 
to save Social Security and Medicare will keep us from spending 
that surplus and devote the interest savings on the surplus to 
making Social Security last longer, so we'll make Social Security 
last for more than 50 years, make Medicare last for more than
25 years, and make the country debt-free in 15 years for the 
first time since 1835.

We're in the shape we're in today because we made the tough 
choices and we kept at it, and that's what the country needs to 
do. And that's the gift I want to give you, that when you see 
me, you think I'm working and not enjoying the sunshine of our 

prosperity.

Now, these are big things. We should not wait for another 
election to deal with these big things. On the economy, the last 
thing we've got to do is to try to reach the people that aren't 
affected by the recovery. There are a lot of disabled people, as 
Tom would tell you, who want to go to work and could go to work. 
There are still people on welfare who want to go to work, who 
could go to work. There are whole regions of our country, from 
Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta, to the Indian reservations 
to the inner city that need new investment. And, of course, 
there is the problem of the farm; which you are very well 

familiar with. '
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One of
When I was

done a lot of ~
■health care cos   
specialist, no'accountant should be able to stop your doctor from 
sending you to a specialist. <*-

The last point I want to make is this -- I thought about 
this today when I was in Iowa. Politics is really personal to 

You know this debate we just had over the patients' bill of 
rights. Several doctors who are here today thanked me for that, 

Vthanked Tom for fighting for that. Look, here's the issue: /ore 

people than not are in managed care plans. A lot of them have 
ood; they've cut down on a lot of inflation and

But if your doctor says you need to see a

If you get hit in an accident, lyou should not have to go by 
x~*the nearest hospital to one that's farther away because that's 

the one covered by your managed care plan. Now, if you are 
working for a small business and your small business 
your employer has to change coverage at some point and you're 
six months into a difficult pregnancy, you ought not to have to 
get another OB/GYN to finish your pregnancy.

If you are halfway through a difficult chemotherapy 
treatment, you ought not have to get another oncologist to 
finish your treatment. Now, every physician in this audience 
will tell you this happens all the time in America. This is 
not some radical notion, this happens all the time. So all we 
said was that basically everybody in Americaought to have the 
same protections that I gave all the people in the federal 
programs -- Medicare, Medicaid, the Federal Health Employees 
Program, the Veterans Program, by executive order. And we were 
actually attacked by our friends in the other party. Tom was 
attacked, because, they said, "Oh, you're relying on personal 
stories. You're trying to play on the emotions of the people." 
Well, get a life. I mean, what is politics about anyway? Why 

are we doing this?

Every time I come to Iowa, I think of two things.
them, I got hit right between the eyes with today. Uh 
here for the flood in 1993, I'd go out to sack my -- you know, 
my sand bags, you were talking about that -- I'd go out and do 
my sandbag deal. And I look up and there is this child about 
so big, with a head about so big -- huge bones coming out of 
her eyebrows -- very short, large head, knobby elbows, gnarled 
knuckles, knobby knees. This child has brittle bone disease. 
She's 12 years old. She has been operated on already more than 
a dozen times. Her bones shatter at will. She has come all the 
way from Wisconsin to stand in the flood in Iowa to help people 
who are putting the sandbags up -- literally risking her life.

So I talked to this kid and I said, where are you from^ And 
I said, well, how's your condition -- because I've seen -- you
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Iowa,
And I'm

And

Then that child started coming to the National Institutes 
You know, all this money
So am I playing on your

What else is life
This child has a chance at life.

African American baby.
said, this is my baby.
baby? She said, from Miami.
AIDS and no one would take her and she was going to be homeless, 
and so I took her.

walking, 
there." 
serve,

know, she's actually done pretty well. There are a lot of 
children who have that disease who never get out of bed, they 
have to be prone for their whole life. But this kid is up 

She said, "I told my parents I wanted to go down 
She said, "I can't hide my whole life, I've got to

I've got to be a citizen, I've got to do this like 
everybody else."

And I'll tell you another story -- 1992, Cedar Rapids, 
huge rally we're having out in front of Quaker Oats, 
working the crowd -- after the speech, grasping for votes, 
there is this lady there, this tall, white woman, holding an

And I said, whose baby is this? She
And I said, well, how did you get this

She said, this child was born with

Now, this is a good story, right? But what you need to 
know is this woman was living in a rented apartment with her 
two kids because she had been left by her husband. And she 
barely had enough money to support her own kids, but she couldn't 
bear to see this child be left alone, so she took in the other 
child. Okay. Fast forward to today. Today, at that middle 
school, mama was there, since remarried, doing fine, with her 
daughter, giving me a report on her son, holding that beautiful 
child who is almost too big for me to hold. And she has come 
repeatedly to the National Institutes of Health.

And you know what happened? Six years later I go to 
American University and give a speech and here is this girl, 
beaming, a freshman at American University, still growing, 
still getting stronger, still out there taking chances, doing 
things other kids wouldn't do with those problems, being brave. 
We didn't -- none of us -- Tom Harkin and I didn't have a lick 
to do with her courage, her bravery, her heart, her soul, her 
character. But because of what he did, she had a better chance. 
She had a better chance.

of Health for help -- Tom Harkin.
is put in the NIH all these years.
emotions? You bet I am. What else is there? 
about? What is politics about?

And I held her today and I said, Jemiah, how you doing? 
She is so beautiful. And I have seen her a half a dozen times. 
She is so beautiful and she said, "Oh, Mr. President, I'm giving 
myself my own shots now and I'm going to be just fine."
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You bet it is.laying on your emotions?

','A

Thank you very much.

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

It's about ideas and action and, in
When you breathe your last breath 

not going to be thinking about what some arcane political

ypu 
hingi 
hetfterUi« 
ght/<^ndjs.'

It's not about power.
the end, it's about people.
you are i.. . 
philosophy was that you embraced. You're going to be thinking 
about who you liked, who you loved, how you felt when the seasons 
changed, and what you're proud of that you did for somebody else. 
And I want to be part of a political party that tries to give 
those gifts to America.

Now, is this
What is life about(anyway? Tom Harkin didn't put a heart in 
that little girl on a heart in the mother. But she has a chance 

Xi because of the kind^of things he's fought all his public life

for. And it is a beautiful story.

So I just ask >u to be faithful to your friend, Tom Harkin, 
to fight for the thinJgfe we believe in. If your friends and 
neighbors wonder whetnertiie President is right or whether the 
Republicans are rights^n^Xaving we ought to take all the non­
Social Security surplus and spend it on a tax cut right now and 
make everybody happy right here before the election; tell them 
that you think we have earned the benefit of the doubt with our 
record, and that, you know, we should not squander this. We 
ought to think about our children's future. We ought to think 
about what we're going to do when the baby boomers retire. We 
ought to think about how we can make everybody a part of this 
economy. And remember the stories. That's part of what makes 

us who we are.
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I'm a little

ie.

And ISo,

Jerry, for 
to his golf 
for my third

Thank you very much.
having me in your home.

Now he takes me to his home.

First of all, thank yo 
The last time he took me 

I can't waitclub.
trip.

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT TOM HARKIN FOR SENATE DINNER 

Private Residence
Des Moines, Iowa
July 16, 1998

anyway,
said, "You know,
I'm the first gn 
for anything." /.

Let me say to all of you, 
I wanted to come here to say 
We had a big crowd over at 
we were promoting one of t 
identified with -- our eff 
that will lead to $25 bill 
modernization of 6,000 
there and there were. 
And the air-conditioni 
and friendly. Secret/
Washington heat, fel/

w,e were there and having a good time, 
you folks in Iowa ought to be glad to see me. 

.y that's been here in weeks that's not running 
And I must say, after 24 years, most of which -

25 now"-- most /of which time I was running every two years, i_ 
a little awkward for me to say that.

it's
Si ' . But I want you to know that

I am profoundly grateful to the people of Iowa for being so good 
to me and Hyllary and the Vice President and Mrs. Gore, for 
voting for Xis twice, for supporting our policies, for giving us a 

chance to serve.

eing here. Governor, 
your Lt. Governor and 

lid the First Lady from 
nk Tom and Ruth for giving 
with them. I want to 
and Mrs. Smith. He did 

■out agriculture before he 
left"Congress, and I did the best/l could to learn.

slow, but he's still working on

first, I want you to know that 
hank you to the people of Iowa. 

ie middle school earlier today when 
many initiatives Tom Harkin is 

6rts to get a modest tax cut through 
ion in construction, modification or 

schools in this country. So we were over 
I don't know, a few hundred people there. 
,ng was out, so the atmosphere was warm -- 
ry Riley and I, having come from the 
right at home.

The/second reason I wanted to come down here is I love Tom 
Harkin /nd I am profoundly grateful. You know, I'm not sure -- 

and this is no offense to the people of Iowa -- but I bet you 
could get elected and reelected senator from Iowa without being 
the world's number one opponent of abusive child labor in foreign 
countries. He just did that because he thinks 

Thank you, Linda. Thank you all for 
thanks for spending the day with me, wit' 
your distinguished array of officials, 
the great state of Iowa. I want to th 
me the chance to come down here and 
say it's wonderful to see Congressm. 
everything he could to educate me
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And you are very

k

it's wrong, and because he doesn't want children anywhere to 
suffer when children everywhere should be going to school and 
growing up with decent lives.

And he would come --it wouldn't be politically correct 
to do so today, but in those days it was bearable --he used 
to smoke these cheap cigars that he had in a cigar holder that 
he would grit in his teeth like that. He had this sort of 
highly prominent, well-chiseled nose, and he was a big, burly 
guy. And he was not particularly conventionally attractive. 
Interesting --he had a beautiful wife who was our social studies 
teacher, who had a beautiful sister who was my geometry teacher.

I just want to say a couple of things. Iowa is once again 
at the vortex of America's political concerns. And everybody is 
coming here to tell you how great they're going to be if you vote 
for them. One of the things I think we should posit is that most 
everybody who comes here will actually believe what they say. 
Having been criticized, as Tom noted inside, fairly mildly for a 
few years -- it has been my observation that most people in 
politics in both parties actually pretty much believe what they 
say and believe in what they do, and show up every day and try to 
pretty well do a good job.

Forty years ago this year, I took Sth grade science from a 
guy who was a coach and a science teacher named Vernon Dokey. 
Now, to be charitable, he was not the most handsome man I had 
ever seen. And he knew it. He was --he looked sort of like a 
grizzly bear that had been through a meat grinder, but walked 

out.

Yes, he's one of the greatest advocates for farmers this 
country has, and we've got an earful again today about the 
terrible dilemmas that our farmers are facing. And there's a 
general consensus I think on what causes it. Tom and I both said 
back in 1994 or '5 when they passed that Freedom To Farm bill 
that without a safety net this would happen sooner or later; 
unfortunately, sooner came before later. And we have to act 
there, and we will.

He also is perhaps the foremost advocate in the United States 
Senate for the disabled, and perhaps one of the two or three 
foremost advocates for research and development in new 
technologies in sciences. There is hardly anybody who serves 
in either House in the United States Congress that has the 
combination of wide interests, deep knowledge, genuine 
compassion, and effectiveness. I have rarely known anyone in 
public office that I thought was as truly good a person and as 
truly good a public servant as Tom Harkin. And you are very 
lucky to have him.
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I

I put shaving cream on, I shave my face,
I look in the mirror and I smile 

,  1 And he said, "Now, if you 
you'll get a lot further in life."

Now, you think about that. Forty years later, I still 
remember. So if you notice when I fight with the Republicans, 
no matter how hard I fight with them, I don't question their 
motives or their patriotism or their love of country. When I 
think they're wrong, I say they're wrong.

We were 13, and we were crazy and we were trying to figure 
out how the world works. So old Vernon Dokey says one day in 
science class, he says, "You kids won't remember a thing I teach 
you about science, but I want you to remember some things I teach 
you about life." He said, "Now, look at me. I want you to know 
something. Every morning, I get up and I go in the bathroom, I 
throw water in my face,
I wash that shaving cream off, i iuuh 
and I say, 'Vernon, you're beautiful?"

kids remember that, ;

Iowa and New Hampshire, because you go first, have a heavy 
responsibility to help to render judgment, if you will, for the 
country not only about candidates, but issues. What I want to 
say to you is that I came to the presidency in 1992, having been 
governor of what my predecessor affectionately called a small 
Southern state. And I loved every day of it. And to me, 
politics was about ideas, action, and people. It was not about 
Washington rhetoric, personal destruction, and who looked good 
in the morning paper. It was about ideas, action, and people.

And we believed that we could bring new ideas based on old- 
fashioned Democratic philosophy, that everybody who was willing 
to work for it ought to have opportunity in this country; that we 
had to change to meet the changes of the time; and that everybody 
who was a responsible citizen ought to be part of America's 
community. It was pretty simple, really.

But if that's what was guiding you, then we no longer 
believed that you couldn't, for example, balance the budget 
and still increase investment in education; that you couldn't 
have a strong and effective government and reduce the size and 
burden of government. When you heard Tom say that the Vice 
President ran our reinventing government plan -- this is one of 
those -- if you do a survey on this, people say, "I don't care, 
I still don't believe it." People do not believe it, but we have 
the smallest federal establishment since 1962 when John Kennedy 
was President. We have eliminated hundreds of programs, and you 
can't name one of them. I'll give $5 to anybody in this audience 
who can name two of the hundreds of programs we have eliminated. 
And we have a more vigorous, more effective government.



4

So I say to you as you think about the future of your state 
and nation, there is evidence here. And what I want to say to 
you is, Tom Harkin and I -- I'm not running for anything and he's 
not running for anything right yet -- but we and all the people 
that are running who are in public office, we're still drawing 
a paycheck from you every two weeks, and we should show up for 
work, and we should do things.

And I would argue -- I don't want to repeat my whole ^tate 

of the Union address -- but I want to tell you, I would ax^ue 
three things for sure. Number one, we ought to do whatever we 

We've got the longest peacetime expansion in history, 
the lowest crime rate in 26 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 
30 years, the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years, very high 
wage growth, high business start-ups, the highest home ownership 
in history, the lowest minority unemployment in history. All 
that is only evidence of the important thing: All elections are 
about tomorrow. All elections are about tomorrow. And a good 
record is only evidence of what will be good in the future; 
however, very important evidence.

Well, four years later, we haven't inconvenienced a single 
hunter, and 400,000 people -- 400,000 people -- were not able 
to buy guns because of their criminal backgrounds at gun stores. 
So our arguments were right and their arguments were wrong. They 
said we couldn't balance the budget and we were going to provoke 
a recession, but we balanced the budget -- biggest surplus in 
history -- and we doubled our investment in education while we 
were doing it. So we have evidence here.

I tell all the Republicans and Democrats in Washington all 
the time, if we agreed on everything I'm asking us to agree on, 
there would still be stuff for us to fight about. There will 
always be something to have a next election on. But we get hired 
to show up for work. Now, the big question we have before us 
today is: What are we going to do with the surplus; what are 
we going to do with this period of bounty we have?

For many of these things, we've had to fight with our 
friends on the other side, and Tom Harkin was always leading the 
fight. We said we could lower the crime rate, but you had to 
help these communities put police on the street and you had to 
take more guns out of the hands of criminals. Well, they said, 
if you try to put 100,000 police on the street, it wouldn't make 
a lick of difference, and if we checked the backgrounds of people 
that tried to buy handguns in gun shows, all you would do is make 
the hunters mad and criminals didn't buy guns at gun shows, 

anyway.
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Now, these are big things. We should not wait for another 
election to deal with these big things. On the economy, the last 
thing we've got to do is to try to reach the people that aren't 
affected by the recovery. There are a lot of disabled people, as 
Tom would tell you, who want to go to work and could go to work. 
There are still people on welfare who want to go to work, who 
could go to work. There are whole regions of our country, from 
Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta, to the Indian reservations 
to the inner city that need new investment. And, of course, 
there is the problem of the farm, which you are very well 
familiar with.

But consider the irony of the lowest unemployment rates in 
the country being in Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, all these 
farming states where we're at risk of losing a huge percentage of 
our family farmers unless there is both an emergency response and 
a different long-term course that they have available. So I say 
to you, yes, have the election, yes, have the debate, but let's 
keep on working for what's good for America, and let's not avoid 
the big choices. Let's not pretend that we don't have to make 

them.

We're in the shape we're in today because we made the tough 
choices and we kept at it, and that's what the country needs to 
do. And that's the gift I want to give you, that when you see 
me, you think I'm working and not enjoying the sunshine of our 
prosperity.

can to deal with the aging of America, because when the baby 
boomers retire, we're going to have more people retired and fewer 
people working to support them. If you want the seniors of this 
country to be able to have their Social Security and their 
Medicare, and you want them to have it in a way that is secure 
and does not bankrupt their children so they can't afford to 
raise their grandchildren, now is the time to set aside most of 
this surplus to save Social Security and Medicare and provide a 
prescription drug benefit with Medicare.

So I think that is a big deal. The second thing I think we 
ought to do is everything we can to keep this economy going and 
then reach out and touch the people who have not been affected by 
the recovery. And let me just say on the first, the way I want 
to save Social Security and Medicare will keep us from spending 
that surplus and devote the interest savings on the surplus to 
making Social Security last longer, so we'll make Social Security 
last for more than 50 years, make Medicare last for more than 
25 years, and make the country debt-free in 15 years for the 
first time since 1835.
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me.

Will
/'t,

I

One of
When I was

 .d she said -^^nd I said, well, how's your condition -- 
I've seen -- you"know, she's actually done pretty well.

If you get hit in an accident, you should not have to go by 
the nearest hospital to one that's further away because that's 
the one covered by your managed care plan. Now, if you are 
working for a small business and your small business --

The last point I want to make is this -- I thought about 
this today when I was in Iowa. Politics is really personal to 

You know this debate we just had over the patients' bill of 
rights. Several doctors who are here today thanked me for that, 
thanked Tom for fighting for that. Look, here's the issue: More 
people than not are in managed care plans. A lot of them have 
done a lot of good; they've cut down on a lot of inflation and 
health care cost. But if your doctor says you need to see a 
specialist, no accountant should be able to stop your doctor from 
sending you to a specialist.

your employer has to change coverage at some point and you're 
six months into a difficult pregnancy, you ought not to have to 
get another OB/GYN to finish your pregnancy.

If you are halfway through a difficult chemotherapy 
treatment, you ought not have to get another oncologist to 
finish your treatment. Now, every physician in this audience 
will tell you this happens all the time in America. This is 
not some radical notion, this happens all the time. So all we 
said was that basically everybody in America ought to have the 
same protections that I gave all the people in the federal 
programs — Medicare, Medicaid, the Federal Health Employees 
Program, the Veterans Program, by executive order. And we were 
actually attacked by our friends in the other party. Tom was 
attacked, because, they said, "Oh, you're relying on personal 
stories. You're trying to play on the emotions of the people." 
Well, get a life. I mean, what is politics about anyway? Why 
are we doing this?

Every time I come to Iowa, I think of two things.
them, I got hit right between the eyes with today. Nl. 
here for the flood in 1993, I'd go out to sack my -- you know, 
my sand bags, you were talking about that -- I'd go out and do 
my sandbag deal. And I look up and there is this child about 
so big, with a head about so big -- huge bones coming out of 
her eyebrows -- very short, large head, knobby elbows, gnarled 
knuckles, knobby knees. This child has brittle bone disease. 
She's 12 years old. She has been operated on already more than 
a dozen times. Her bones shatter at will. She has come all the 
way from Wisconsin to stand in the flood in Iowa to help people 
who are putting the sandbags up -- literally risking her life.

So I talked to this kid and I said, where are you from.
because
There
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, Iowa,
And I'm 

And

are a lot of children who have that disease who never get out of 
bed, they have to be prone for their whole life. But this kid is 
up walking. She said, "I told my parents I wanted to go down 
there." She said, "I can't hide my whole life, I've got to 
serve, I've got to be a citizen, I've got to do this like 
everybody else."

And you know what happened? Six years later I go to 
American University and give a speech and here is this girl, 
beaming, a freshman at American University, still growing, 
still getting stronger, still out there taking chances, doing 
things other kids wouldn't do with those problems, being brave. 
We didn't -- none of us -- Tom Harkin and I didn't have a lick 
to do with her courage, her bravery, her heart, her soul, her 
character. But because of what he did, she had a better chance. 
She had a better chance.

And I'll tell you another story -- 1992, Cedar Rapids,_ 
huge rally we're having out in front of Quaker Oats. I—d I 
working the crowd -- after the speech, grasping for votes, 
there is this lady there, this tall, white woman, holding an 
African American baby. And I said, whose baby is this? She 
said, this is my baby. And I said, well, how did you get this 
baby? She said, from Miami. She said, this child was born with 
AIDS and no one would take her and she was going to be homeless, 
and so I took her.

Then that child started coming to the National Institutes 
of Health for help -- Tom Harkin. You know, all this money 
is put in the NIH all these years. So am I playing on your 
emotions? You bet I am. What else is there? What else is life 
about? What is politics about? This child has a chance at life.

Now, this is a good story, right? But what you need to 
know is this woman was living in a rented apartment with her 
two kids because she had been left by her husband. And she 
barely had enough money to support her own kids, but she couldn't 
bear to see this child be left alone, so she took in the other 
child. Okay. Fast forward to today. Today, at that middle 
school, mama was there, since remarried, doing fine, with her 
daughter, giving me a report on her son, holding that beautiful 
child who is almost too big for me to hold. And she has come 
repeatedly to the National Institutes of Health.

And I held her today and I said, Jemiah, how you doing? 
She is so beautiful. And I have seen her a half a dozen times. 
She is so beautiful and she said, "Oh, Mr. President, I'm giving 
myself my own shots now and I'm going to be just fine."



8

Thank you very much.

It's not about power, 
the end, it's about people.

Now, is this playing on your emotions? You bet it is. 
What is life about anyway? Tom Harkin didn't put a heart in 
that little girl or a heart in the mother. But she has a chance 
because of the kind of things he's fought all his public life 
for. And it is a beautiful story.

It's about ideas and action and, in
LUC cnu, j-l. o When you breathe your last breath
you are not going to be thinking about what some arcane political 
philosophy was that you embraced. You're going to be thinking 
about who you liked, who you loved, how you felt when the seasons 
changed, and what you're proud of that you did for somebody else. 
And I want to be part of a political party that tries to give 
those gifts to America.

So I just ask you to be faithful to your friend, Tom Harkin, 
to fight for the things we believe in. If your friends and 
neighbors wonder whether the President is right or whether the 
Republicans are right and saying we ought to take all the non­
Social Security surplus and spend it on a tax cut right now and 
make everybody happy right here before the election; tell them 
that you think we have earned the benefit of the doubt with our 
record, and that, you know, we should not squander this. We 
ought to think about our children's future. We ought to think 
about what we're going to do when the baby boomers retire. We 
ought to think about how we can make everybody a part of this 
economy. And remember the stories. That's part of what makes 

us who we are.
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August 24, 1999

Dear Majority Leader:

The tax bill passed by Congress would reverse the fiscal discipline that has been so critical to 
making the American economy the strongest it has been in generations. The tax bill would 
spend 100 percent of the non-Social Security surplus. The tax and budget framework that you 
are asking the American people to endorse is by any standard untenable, and would require 
nearly 50 percent cuts in essential government functions, everything from education to air traffic 
control to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

You continue to minimize the likely consequences of your tax cut by including the implausible 
legislative assumption that the major provisions expire after nine years and virtually all of the 
provisions are repealed after ten years. This scenario would create uncertainty and confusion for 
taxpayers, and it is highly unlikely that it would ever be implemented. If the tax cut were 
continued, its problems would grow even more severe. The tax cut would cost about $2.7 trillion 
dollars between 2010 and 2019, just at the time when the baby boomers begin to retire, Medicare 
becomes insolvent, and Social Security comes under strain. If your tax cut became law, it would 
leave America permanently in debt.

Thank you for your recent letter discussing some of the major challenges facing America as we 
enter the next century.

Rather than break our fiscal discipline, we should work together to pay off our national debt, 
devise a bipartisan plan that modernizes Medicare with better quality, competition, and 

These are the broad considerations that reinforce my decision to prevent this legislation from 
becoming law. It would also be irresponsible of me to sign legislation that, as written, would 
force an automatic cut of $41 billion in Medicare over 5 years and the eventual complete 
elimination of $19 billion in farm safety net programs.

Having gone from a $290 billion deficit in 1992 to a balanced budget and growing surpluses 
today, we have an historic opportunity to work together in a responsible way to pay off the 
national debt and strengthen Social Security and Medicare. It is essential that we maintain the 
fiscal discipline that has helped strengthen our economy, fuel record investment, and lower 
interest rates and mortgage payments for tens of millions of families.

If you were unable or unwilling to make cuts of this magnitude, the clear and predictable 
consequence of such an untenable tax and budget plan would be to divert hundreds of billions of 
dollars of the Social Security surpluses from promised debt reduction, while providing no money 
for Medicare or Social Security solvency, and still requiring cuts in domestic priorities like 
education, healthcare, law enforcement, science and technology, the environment, and veterans 

programs.



Sincerely,

I look forward to working with the Congress in the coming months to put first things first - by 
paying off the national debt, maintaining fiscal discipline, and meeting our fundamental 
challenges for the future.

prescription drugs, while extending its solvency past 2025, and extend the solvency of Social 
Security. Once we have met these basic obligations, the budget I presented to Congress shows 
that we can still meet our long-term needs for military readiness, education and other critical 
programs, while leaving room for a $250 billion tax cut targeted to working families.

The Honorable Trent Lott 
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-1601
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August 18. 1999

Dear Mr. President:

, and

im

relief, surely you must agree with us that

In addition

develop new
But the truth is that the

join us in delivering both.

Sincerely.

HnwTeo ON RCCVCUO 'AM*

** TOTAL PAGE.01 **

Con
reducing the national debt.

Mr. President, our
to the aforementioni . .
about encouraging Americans to save, then surely you

Trent Lou
Senate Majority Leader

T'he i lonorabic William J. Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

J. Dennis Hastert
Speaker of the House

OTongreS# of tije 3&niteb States
Washington, 20515

XZX ■ rou ha,;;^.. -ignore socia Seeuri.y and Med^e. ye.«plan reaeeves S2.2 
TUhon Vr SoJal Securiry and Medicare rrfonn over Pre near decade^ You have «d rh.r rhe surplus

pay do«n .he narional deb., yer our plan redueea .be da^

stock market to neip  „;„5 {ax This js unjuSt. family farmers and small
business owners are suing by the death tax. They pay taxes on their income acid property throughout their lives yet 
me socmen, again tax’., Lm when they die. The tax code makes it impossibie for them to pass their farm or

national debt. We commend you for recently agreeing to support our Social Security lock-box plan 
As vou know, the lock-box will save the entire Social Security surplus to be used only for Social Security and 
Medicare This will accomplish two of our shared goals: it will pay down the national debt until we have 

plemented plans to secure Social Security and Medicare for future generations.

icd'proposals, our bill also expands Roth IRAs, 401 (k)s and education IRAs. If you are serious 
P P •---- j must support this legislation. Furthermore, this legislation

extends ‘

Too often, partisan squabbles center on who deserves credit for this budget surplus 
Amen J people J’.he opef who ccee.ed i., end.. is dley who deserve fairness end mx relief. We hope you will

moLdLn your plan Mr. President, .here is no hones, reason .0 veto .his common-sens, .ax relief legislation.

This is unfair. Tens of millions of Americans are investing money injhe

tax. This is unjust. Family farmers and small

in recent weeks, you have vowed to veto common-sense tax relief, claiming that this money should be 

spent on '

r~r\ vri 11_ i i

issues of basic tax fairness must be addressed- 
Amencans just because they are married.

turns around and punishes these investors with the capital gains

small business on to their children. This is un-American.

tax bill addresses basic American principles of common sense and fairness.

must support this legislation. Furthermore, this legislation
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Background on the National Academy Foun<1a*ion
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• Opportunity: Students have the opportunity for education, for internships they have the 
chance to earn college scholarships, college-level credits, attend a corporate board meetings., 
and meet workplace mentors.

• One program that is working is the National Academy Foundation - a direct link between irmw 
City schools and growing corporations in need of qualified workers. To me, it’s the model of a 
constructive way that the private sector can take the lead in transforming our society. To me, 
it’s a model of how to tap the untapped potential that is right here before us, The NAF provides:

• Access to education, access to training, access to jobs, to mentors, and to the business 
contacts that will help students land corporate entry-level jobs.

• Education: NAF partners with nearly 300 public secondary schools nationwide to 
provide specialized business curricula. NAF prepares its teachers through a 
comprehensive training program, separate and above what their local schools provide.

• Inclusion: The students are overwhelmingly minorities including African Amarir.a-n^ 
Latinos and Asian-Americans. They represent our future.
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• The private sector needs to do more. We need to support the models that are working and 
expand them to the neighborhooda where not enough people are working. We need to hameps 
the private sector to be part of the solution.

• Now is precisely the right time to encourage private investment and private sector 
solutions for the problems facing the inner cities - just as we do to encourage investment 
abroad.

• The New Market Initiatives - if enacted by Congress - will make it more attractive for 
corporate America to search a little harder for opportunities that they might have misled 
before.

• Through new tax incentives and investment vehicles, this package of initiatives will spur 
economic development in the most economically devastated communities in the country. 
This is smart business and sound economic policy.

• These programs will help Us do more at home to unleash the potential of these untapped 
markets.

• I believe markets have worked fairly well; but from time to time, the government can 
give the invisible hand a bit of a nudge.

• Results: The numbers are extraordinary. NAF started in one school in Brooklyn in 1982 and 
since then we’ve grown to 300 sites in 37states and we’ll be in 350 by September! We have 
20,000 graduates and this year alone, we have another 26000 students currently enrolled. We 
are now adding more thati 50 sites every year. Most importantly, though nearly half of 
NAF’s students are identified as being at risk of dropping out of high school, more than 
90% of NAF graduates go on to 2 and 4 year colleges! When it comes to tapping the 
incredible potential and creating new markets here at home, there is no more powerful single 
force than getting our kids to stay in school, go on to college and enter the workforce.
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• And next week, I am pleased to announce that Lncent and other major technology 
companies will be Joining with me in Anaheim at the National Academy Foundation’s 
Annual Conference to create a new Academy for Information Technology. The new 
Academy Will join the existing Academy of Finance and the Academy of Travel and 
Tourism. It will be specifically designed to prepare students for the jobs of tomorrow. 
Today (6/30) the Department of Commerce released a study describing how our schools 
are not preparing our kids for the Jobs of tomorrow. This new academy Is part of the 
solution to this problem.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

June 30, 1999

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

Amy Harmon of the New York TimesTO:

Call should be made en route from Chicago to AndrewsDATE:

Joe LockhartRECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

See AttachedBACKGROUND:

Amy Harmon (212)556-1505

June 30, 1999DATE OF SUBMISSION:

ACTION:

CONTACT PERSON AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

To advance a New Markets story for a piece the New York 
Times is working on for Sunday
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• The private sector needs to do more. We need to support the models that are working and 
expand them to the neighborhooda where not enough people are working. We need to harness 
the private sector to be part of the solution.

• Opportunity: Students have the opportunity for education, for internships, they have the 
chance to cam college scholarships, college-level credits, attend a corporate board meetinga 
and meet Workplace mentors.

• Now is precisely the right time to encourage private investment and private sector 
solutions for the problems facing the inner cities - just as we do to encourage investment 
abroad.

• The New Market Initiatives - if enacted by Congress - will make it more attractive for 
corporate America to search a little harder for opportunities that they might have missed 
before.

• Through new tax incentives and investment vehicles, this package of initiatives will spur 
economic development in the most economically devastated communities in the country. 
This is smart business and sound economic policy.

• These programs will help us do more at home to unleash the potential of these untapped 
markets.

• I believe markets have worked fairly well; but from time to time, the government can 
give the invisible hand a bit of a nudge.

• Results: The numbers are extraordinary. NAF started in one school in Brooklyn in 1982 and 
since then we’ve grown to 300 sites in 37states and we’ll be in 350 by September! We have 
20,000 graduatoe and this year alone, we have another 26000 students currently enrolled. We 
are now adding more than 50 sites every year. Most importantly, though nearly half of 
NAF’s students are identified as being at risk of dropping out of high school, more than 
90% of NAF graduates go on to 2 and 4 year colleges! When it comes to tapping the 
incredible potential and creating new markets here at home, there is no more powerful single 
force than getting our kids to stay in school, go on to college and enter the workforce.

• One program that is working is the National Academy Foundation - a direct link between 
City schools and growing corporations in need of qualified workers. To me, it’s the model of a 
constructive way that the private sector can take the lead in transforming our society. To me, 
it’s a model of how to tap the untapped potential that is right here before us. The NAF provides:

• Access to education, access to training, access to jobs, to mentors, and to the business 
contacts that will help students land corporate entry-level jobs.

• Education: NAF partners with nearly 300 public secondary schools nationwide to 
provide specialized business curricula. NAF prepares its teachers through a 
comprehensive training program, separate and above what their local schools provide.

• Inclusion: The students are overwhelmingly minorities - including African AmitricH-n^ 
Latinos and Asian-Americana. They represent our future.
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• And next week, I am pleased to announce that Lucent and other major technology 
companies will be joining with me in Anaheim at the National Academy Foundation’s 
Annual Conference to create a new Academy for Information Technology. The new 
Academy will join the existing Academy of Finance and the Academy of Travel and 
Tourism. It will be specifically designed to prepare student! for the jobs of tomorrow. 
Today (6/30) the Department of Commerce released a study describing how our schools 
are not preparing our kids for the jobs of tomorrow. This new academy Is part of the 
solution to this problem.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALLS

TO:

Zr/'c/o.
Thursday, June 18, 1999DATE:

Larry SteinXT*RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

Representative Rod Blagojevich (D-IL)
(202) 225-4061

Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)
(202) 225-3661

Representative Connie Morelia (R-MD)
(202) 225-5341

Representative Bart Stupak (D-MI)
(202) 225-4735

As you know, Representatives McCarthy and Roukema 
offered an amendment on H.R. 2122, the Mandatory Gun 
Show Background Check Act, which, similar to the 
Lautenberg Amendment, would have closed the gun show 
loophole. The House failed to approve (193-235) the 
amendment at around 1:30am on Friday morning.

Representative Nita Lowey (D-NY)
(202) 225-6506

Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY)
(202) 225-5516

To thank the House Members who lead the debate and the 
effort to gather votes in support of the McCarthy 
amendment.

WASHINGTON

June 18, 1999





DATE OF SUBMISSION: June 18,1999

ACTION: 

I really appreciate your leadership, your steadfast work, determination 
and commitment to this issue.

I want to thank you for your tireless efforts in leading the debate and 
for securing as many votes as possible on the McCarthy Amendment 
and against the Dingell amendment.

I will keep working until the Congress stands up to the gun lobby and 
makes the common-sense measures passed by the Senate the law of the 
land.

TALKING POINTS:
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TO:

Thursday, June 18, 1999DATE:

Larry Stein/J^RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND: As you know, Representatives McCarthy and Roukema 
offered an amendment on H.R. 2122, the Mandatory Gun 
Show Background Check Act, which, similar to the 
Lautenberg Amendment, would have closed the gun show 
loophole. The House failed to approve (193-235) the 
amendment at around 1:30am on Friday morning.

Representative Rod Blagojevich (D-IL)
(202)225-4061

Representative Connie Morelia (R-MD)
(202) 225-5341

Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY)
(202) 225-5516

Representative Bart Stupak (D-MI)
(202) 225-4735

Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)
(202) 225-3661

Representative Nita Lowey (D-NY)
(202) 225-6506

To thank the House Members who lead the debate and the 
effort to gather votes in support of the McCarthy 
amendment.

WASHINGTON

June 18, 1999
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TALKING POINTS:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: June 18, 1999

ACTION: 

I really appreciate your leadership, your steadfast work, determination 
and commitment to this issue.

I want to thank you for your tireless efforts in leading the debate and 
for securing as many votes as possible on the McCarthy Amendment 
and against the Dingell amendment.

I will keep working until the Congress stands up to the gun lobby and 
makes the common-sense measures passed by the Senate the law of the 
land.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 30, 1999

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

Amy Harmon of the New York TimesTO:

Call should be made en route from Chicago to AndrewsDATE:

Joe LockhartRECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

See AttachedBACKGROUND:

Amy Harmon (212)556-1505

June 30,1999DATE OF SUBMISSION:

ACTION:

To advance a New Markets story for a piece the New York 
Times is working on for Sunday

CONTACT PERSON AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER:
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PRESIDENT:MR.

behalf.

If you prefer not to call, 

we will send a letter on your 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

Sean Maloney^*
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June 19, 1999

PRESIDENT:MR.

we

behalf.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

If you prefer not to call, 

will send a letter on your

Sean Maloney^^*
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June 18,1999

RECOMMENDED PHONE CALL

Mrs. Jan BullockTO:

ASAPDATE:

Minyon MooreRECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

CONTACT INFORMATION: (512) 499-0624

DATE OF SUBMISSION: June 18,1999

ACTION:

To express condolences on the death of former Lt. 
Governor Bob Bullock, her husband.

Lt. Governor Bob Bullock passed away on Friday morning, 
June 18, of a heart attack after a battle with lung cancer and 
pneumonia. He is survived by his wife, Jan, and their two 
adult children, Lindy and Bobby. The funeral is tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, June 19, at 2:00 pm.

Bob Bullock served in public life for over twenty-five 
years. He served as Texas’ state Comptroller for 16 years 
before becoming Lieutenant Governor in 1991. He also 
served as Secretary of State and in the state Legislature. He 
retired from public life last year.

Jan Bullock was very helpful to the Clinton/Gore campaign 
in 1992.



July 12, 1999

MR. PRESIDENT:

VT, VA, WV, and D.C.

Sean Maloney

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

Following your announcement last 
week, we executed the attached 
document for LIHEAP funding on 
your behalf today. The funding 
will benefit CT, DE, ME, MD, MA, 
MI, NH, NJ, NY, NC, OH, PA, RI,



THE WHITE HOUSE

MR. PRESIDENT:

Sean Maloney
>

7IC

.We executed the attached document 
for LIHEAP funding on your behalf.

WASHINGTON

July 12, 1999
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The President

The White House

Sincerely,

Ji-

Enclosure

Submitted for your consideration is a request to make available emergency appropriations 
for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Your approval of this request would 
make available previously appropriated funds to the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) to address the needs of 16 eastern States - and the District of Columbia -- 
that are suffering from extremely hot weather conditions.

The Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act of 1999, as included in Public Law 105-277, provided $300 million 
for LIHEAP contingent upon the President submitting a budget request to the Congress and 
designating the entire amount requested as ah emergency requirement. HHS analysis of weather 
conditions to date shows that these 16 States and the District of Columbia have suffered 
particularly severe heat. We will continue to monitor conditions across the country.

I recommend that you designate this request for $100 million as an emergency funding 
requirement in accordance with section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985, as amended. No further congressional action will be required.

Jacob J. Lew
Director

I have carefully reviewed this proposal and am satisfied that it is necessary at this time. 
Therefore, I join the Secretary of Health and Human Services in recommending that you make 
the requested funds available by signing the enclosed letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives.

Estimate No.
106th Congress, 1st Session

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20503



The Speaker of the

House of Representatives

Sir:

Sincerely,

Enclosure

I designate the amount made available as an emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as amended.

The details of this action are set forth in the enclosed letter from the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. I concur with his comments and observations.

In accordance with provisions of the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 1999, as included in Public Law
105-277,1 hereby request and make available appropriations of $100,000,000 in budget authority 
for the Department of Health and Human Services’ Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program. These funds will enable the Department to support the needs of 16 States in the 
Eastern United States -- as well as the District of Columbia - that are suffering from extreme hot 
weather conditions. These States are Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON



$100,000,000

At this time, $100 million of the total $300 million in contingent funding is required to 
support needs arising from the extreme hot weather in Connecticut, Delaware, the District of 
Columbia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia.

EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS: AMOUNTS PREVIOUSLY APPROPRIATED 
MADE AVAILABLE BY THE PRESIDENT

The Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act of 1999, as included in Public Law 105-277, provided 
$300,000,000 for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), contingent 
upon the President submitting a budget request to the Congress and designating the entire 
amount requested as an emergency requirement. None of these funds have yet been designated 
as an emergency fund and made available.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Low income home energy assistance program
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July 2, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

CC:

Representative Kanjorski and Better America Bonds (BABs)SUBJECT:

O- T

Paul Weinstein Jr.
Domestic Policy Council

Gene Sperling 
Bruce Reed 
Larry Stein 
Ron KJain

Second, Representative Kanjorski will ask that we provide private entities with the 
authority to issue Better America Bonds along with local, state, and tribal governments. 
Treasury opposes this change because of the significant potential for fraud with regards to the 
bonds and the misuse of the open spaces they are designed to preserve. In addition, state and 
local governments might also oppose such a proposal because it would drain resources from their 

efforts to preserve open spaces.

During your New Markets trip next week. Representative Kanjorski may seek your 
support for two controversial changes to your Better America Bonds proposal. First, he will ask 
that we alter the selection criteria to limit BABs to those areas that are economically distressed. 
Such a limitation would defeat one of the main purposes of BABs, to promote regional 
cooperation between suburban, urban, and rural communities. In addition, such a change would 
cost us the support of a number of Members in suburban and rural areas, including possibly the 
chief sponsor in the Senate, Max Baucus. We are also concerned that some in the environmental 
community would react negatively to limiting the number of applicants based on economic 
conditions. To relieve some of his concerns, you could tell the Congressman that approximately 
one-third of the BABs would be used to cleanup “brownfields” which tend to be located in 
distressed communities. We have asked EPA to make sure that there are potential “brownfield” 
sites in the Congressman’s district and that they consider the unique characteristics of these sites 
when developing program guidelines.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT: President Clinton's New Markets Initiative

Cc:

Currently underway is an exciting venture - involving the relocation of the New 
Jersey Nets basketball organization - to develop and revitalize Newark. New Jersey. Tn

the New Jersey Nets franchise. In a rare and extraordinary act of generosity, these two

2y AMy:2tj

/

Memorandum
Via Fax and By Hand Delivery

7'

Ms. Jodi Sakol
U.S. Department of Treasury

Fredda L. Plesser
Vice President & Associate General Counsel, SIA

June 2,1999

Michael Barr, Treasury 
Cheri Carter, White House 
Jay Dunn, White House

Notably, the two individuals who purchased the team did so through an entity 
known as the Community Youth Organization ("CYO"), which is a 38% stakeholder in 
the New Jersey Nets franchise. In a rare and extraordinary act of generosity, these two 
individuals determined from the outset that all profits derived by CYO from the team's 
activities will be distributed to the beneficiaries of CYO, which consist of programs 
dedicated to improving the quality of life for inner city youth in Newark and other New 
Jersey cities.

In connection with the President's laudable New Markets Initiative and 
specifically, the upcoming roundtable and national tour of underserved urban and rural 
areas in need of revitalization, I am pleased to forward the following information for your 
consideration.

V

! . < 
♦

ugatLciuau wgaju^aijon -- io aevetop ana revitalize Newark. New Jersey, 
scope, magnitude and mission, this project seems to fit precisely within the goals of the 
President's New Markets Initiative. Almost 20 years ago, the Federal government 
designated Newark as an enterprise community, in the hopes of reversing the economic 
and social decline experienced during the late 1960's and 1970's.

It is my understanding that the President is not only personally familiar with this 
project and its principal owners, Lewis Katz and Raymond Chambers, but has expressed 
his strong support as well.

7

. 4



■JUN.10.1999 5:09PM SECURITIES INDUSTRY NO.750 P.3/11

New Jersey Basketball Associates. LLC

New Jersey Basketball Associates, LLC (the "N.J. Nets") recently purchased (in 
1998) the New Jersey Nets basketball franchise of the National Basketball Association. 
As is evident from the company's mission statement and bylaws, the new ownership of 
the NJ. Nets is committed to the revitalization and development of Newark and to 
improving the quality of life for inner city youth. Indeed, one of the company's three 
fundamental tenets is to foster "a new paradigm of behavior in sportsmanship, behavior 
and role modeling for the entire organizations to support the establishment of outreach 
programs that will enhance the overall [Newark] community."

Lewis Katz and Raymond Chambers are the principal owners of the N.J. Nets. A 
full organizational chart is available, if necessary.

Following on the heels of the urban success stories of Baltimore (Camden Yards), 
Cleveland (Gund Arena/Jacobs Field) and Denver (Coors Field), one of the primary goals 
of the new Nets team ownership is to revitalize downtown Newark. Through the entity 
known as Newark Sports and Entertainment Village, LLC (the "Village"), the Nets 
ownership is working to provide Newark, New Jersey with an integrated sports and 
entertainment facility by developing a 40-acre site. The cornerstone of the Village will 
be an 18,500-seat NBA world-class sports arena to host over 200 events throughout the 
year. The arena will be the home to the New Jersey Nets (basketball), the New Jersey 
Devils (ice hockey), a future WNBA (women's basketball) franchise and for the Seton 
Hall Pirates (college basketball). As well, the facility will be usable for concerts, 
professional wrestling, the circus and other such entertainment events. As part of this 
revitalization project, the construction of a 30,000-seat, outdoor stadium for use by Major 
League Soccer (the New York/New Jersey Metrostars) as well as for international soccer 
competition is planned.

Connecting the arena and stadium will be over 1,00,000 square feet of new office 
space and a 400-room hotel with a variety of dining, retail and entertainment 
establishments in close proximity.

As part of the underlying mission of the overall redevelopment plan, the Village 
will sponsor spons and management education and training for jobs in the sports and 
communication industries and will help the teams promote and provide community 
service initiatives throughout the city and state.

A preliminary economic impact analysis performed by Arthur Anderson LLP for 
the project estimates that the project will have the following impact on the area: 4,800 
one-time construction jobs will be created during the construction of the Village, and 
7,800 permanent new jobs from annual operations will be created. In addition, the 
personal income generated for those participating in the construction of the various 
facilities will be $362 million, temporary purchases of supplies and materials in 
connection with the construction is expected to be approximately $325 million and 
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It is anticipated that Phase I of the project, which includes the soccer stadium, the 
arena and the hotel, will be completed by 2003.

ongoing personal income generation in the form of permanent jobs for area residents is 
anticipated to be approximately $389 million.


