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Meeting with Ricki Seidman
6/5/93
ACO

Podesta states that exercise is a performance review, not aninvestigation. Others are possibly conducting investigations,and she could be called upon.
When did you first hear about the travel office?
RS doesn't remember, but does recall hearing vague storiesabout possible corruption (possibly from Jeff Eller). Butno specifics. Doesn't recall any contacts between Dee Deeand HT or Darnell.
(On the Friday before the White House correspondents dinner)HT and Marki Post met with Ricki. They were conducting areview of the President's image in the media, and part of itrelated to travel (she doesn't remember whether it was presstravel or the President's travel locations). She has a"very vague" recollection of HT referring to the travel.office.
Friday, May 14 meeting in Mack's Office:
RS has no recollection of anything leading up to that
meeting. She went to see Mack on another unrelated matter,and ran into Jeff Eller outside Mack's office (he was tryingto have an impromptu meeting with Mack). Eller tells RSthat there are serious problems with the travel office, andthe employees needed to be fired that morning or else thingswould go awry with the press. RS says there was an
implication that WHTO employees knew something was coming,and there was worry because they were friends of the press.
RS was surprised at how upset Eller was, and RS wanted himto "have a hearing" with Mack (so she stayed to help Eller
get a meeting). In the meeting, Eller said that peopleneeded to be fired right away -- mentioned possiblekickbacks and skimming. Vince Foster was also called intothe meeting and insisted on "deliberation." RS says there
was a question whether employees would be surprised by anaudit. Eller thought that employees already knew "this was
coming" and may, bhhave destroyed documents. RS had a sensethat the decision to fire employees had already been made.Eller left the meeting thinking that employees were going to
be fired by the end of the day.
RS believes the reason it was decided that employees should
remain in the office during the audit was to allow the
auditors find out what happens in the office, not that the
report was needed to fire then.

CGEPR 0396

Meeting with Ricki Seidman
6/5/93
ACO

Podesta states that exercise is a performance review, not an
investigation. Others are possibly conducting investigations
and she could be called upon.

When did you first hear about the travel office?
RS doesn't remember, but does recall hearing vague stories
about possible corruption (possibly from Jeff Eller). But
no specifics. Doesn't recall any contacts between Dee Dee
and HT or Darnell
(On the Friday before the White House correspondents dinner)
HT and Marki Post met with Ricki They were conducting a
review of the President's image the media, and part of it
related to travel (she doesn't remember whether it was presstravel or the President's travel locations). She has a
very vague" recollection of HT referring to the travel
office
Friday, May 14 meeting in Mack's Office:
RS has no recollection of anything leading up to that
meeting. She went to see Mack on another unrelated matter,
and ran into Jeff Eller outside Mack's office (he was tryingto have an impromptu meeting with Mack). Eller tells RS
that there are serious problems with the travel office, and
the employees needed to be fired that morning or else things
would go awry with the press. RS says there was an
implication that WHTO employees knew something was coning,
and there was worry because they were friends of the press.
RS was surprised at how upset Eller was, and RS wanted him
to "have a hearing" with Mack (so she stayed to help Eller
get a meeting). In the meeting, Eller said that people
needed to be fired right away -- mentioned possiblekickbacks and skimming. Vince Foster was also called into
the meeting and insisted on deliberation." RS says there
was a question whether employees would be surprised by an
audit. Eller thought that employees already knew this was
coming" and may have destroyed documents. RS had sense
that the decision to fire employees had already been made.
Eller left the meeting thinking that employees were going to
be fired by the end of the day.
RS believes the reason it was decided that employees should
remain in the office during the audit was to allow the
auditors find out what happens in the office, not that the
report was needed to fire them
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Anyone think that firing the employees would be a negativepress story?
RS says Eller was focused on this and thought the presscould "hit us" because they were friends with the employees.Eller thought that we'd be hit if we didn't get ahead of thestory. RS also remarks that she was not involved in thedecision to fire the employees. She indicates that therewas a broad feeling that they were "bad" employees.
RS's next memory is the day that Dee Dee briefs the press onthe firings. She says that George and Dee Dee handled thepress entirely, and they didn't meet with RS in any formalway.

Any knowledge of the press handling of the FBI?
RS recalls being given a copy of a two-sentence FBIstatement. Someone tells her "this is the FBI release."The following day, she recalls that Collingwood comes tomeet with GS and adds a sentence to the previous statement.She recalls a two-sentence statement being released, then athree-sentence one being prepared.

: :

(Note: Podesta recalls a Thursday senior staff meeting whereGS states the need for a FBI statement; GS indicated thesame need more forcefully in the Friday senior staffmeeting).
Does RS have any recollection of receiving a call not todisclose the FBI investigation to the media?
RS only remembers a conversation with Vince Foster after thefact.
Any established communications procedures for disclosinginformation on criminal investigations?
No. RS does remember a conversation in GS's officediscussing whether disclosing the FBI's involvement would behelpful. They discussed the efficacy of putting the FBI intheir chronology. In hindsight, she thought the FBIdisclosure was inappropriate. She "winced" at the Fridaymeeting with the FBI when someone indicated a preferenceregarding the content of their statement.
On Friday, May 21 a meeting was held in GS's office toprepare for George's press briefing (attendees includedLarry Herman, a Peat Marwick press person, Ricki, Marla,George, Dreyer, Dee Dee, Loraine, Nussbaum, Foster, Kennedy,
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Anyone think that firing the employees would be a negative
press story?
RS says Eller was focused on this and thought the presscould hit us" because they were friends with the employeesEller thought that we'd be hit if we didn't get ahead of the
story. RS also remarks that she was not involved in the
decision to fire the employees. She indicates that there
was a broad feeling that they were bad" employees
RS's next memory is the day that Dee Dee briefs the press on
the firings. She says that George and Dee Dee handled the
press entirely, and they didn't meet with RS in any formal
way.

Any knowledge of the press handling of the FBI?
RS recalls being given a copy of a two-sentence FBI
statement. Someone tells her this is the FBI release."
The following day, she recalls that Collingwood comes to
meet with GS and adds a sentence to the previous statement. : :

She recalls a two-sentence statement being released, then a
three-sentence one being prepared.
(Note: Podesta recalls a Thursday senior staff meeting where
GS states the need for a FBI statement; GS indicated the
same need more forcefully in the Friday senior staff
meeting)
Does RS have any recollection of receiving a call not to
disclose the FBI investigation to the media?

RS only remembers a conversation with Vince Foster after the
fact
Any established communications procedures for disclosing
information on criminal investigations?
No. RS does remember a conversation in GS's office
discussing whether disclosing the FBI's involvement would be
helpful They discussed the efficacy of putting the FBI in
their chronology. In hindsight, she thought the FBI
disclosure was inappropriate. She winced" at the Friday
meeting with the FBI when someone indicated a preference
regarding the content of their statement
on Friday, May 21 meeting was held in GS's office to
prepare for George's press briefing (attendees included
Larry Herman Peat Marwick press person, Ricki, Marla,
George, Dreyer, Dee Dee, Loraine, Nussbaum, Foster, Kennedy,
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and Collingwood {briefly in the middle of the meeting}). 09asked RS to-help figure out the HT, Darnell involvement.There was also discussion of whether the Peat Marwick reportwas ready for media release that day. She does not rememberif Eller was involved at that point.
RS also reviewed Bernie Nussbaum's statement. Says GS wasupset that he was being "hung out" by Bernie. Bernie wasworking on a statement as to the appropriateness ofcontacting the FBI. GS really wanted exoneration fromBernie on the appropriateness of issuing the FBI statement.GS was also concerned about his bringing Collingwood intohis briefing. GS wanted Bernie to say that the White Houseissuance of the FBI statement was ok.
RS went to speak with Bernie on Friday evening (May 21)about his statement.
(note: Podesta also attended that meeting. Podestaindicates that our rationale for having the FBI acknowledgethe investigation was the White House had already disclosedthe information. Thus, they decided that a statement fromBernie was not needed. He notes that Janet Reno had alreadyindicated her displeasure and inappropriateness at theinitial direct contact with the FBI.)

: :

#

RS also spoke with HT several times that evening to convincehim not to appear on Nightline. She recalls that PennySample was in Dee Dee's office that day.

The "unfiring" of employees:
RS remembers GS informing her that Mack decided to order aninternal investigation of the travel office affair. GS waspreparing to release this to the media. RS told GS that hewould be killed by the media with only this information torelease. RS and Dee Dee convinced Gearan that the fivetravel office employees needed to be placed onadministrative leave; Gearan called the employees. RS alsodiscussed with GS the need to convey to the media that itwas inappropriate for them to have involved the FBI fromacommunications standpoint.
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and Collingwood {briefly in the middle of the meeting}). 09
asked RS to-help figure out the HT, Darnell involvement
There was also discussion of whether the Peat Marwick report
was ready for media release that day. She does not rememberif Eller was involved at that point
RS also reviewed Bernie Nussbaum's statement. Says GS was
upset that he was being hung out" by Bernie. Bernie was
working on a statement as to the appropriateness of
contacting the FBI. GS really wanted exoneration from
Bernie on the appropriateness of issuing the FBI statement.
GS was also concerned about his bringing Collingwood into
his briefing. GS wanted Bernie to say that the White House
issuance of the FBI statement was ok.

RS went to speak with Bernie on Friday evening (May 21)
about his statement.

(note: Podesta also attended that meeting. Podesta
indicates that our rationale for having the FBI acknowledge : :the investigation was the White House had already disclosed
the information. Thus, they decided that a statement from
Bernie was not needed. He notes that Janet Reno had alreadyindicated her displeasure and inappropriateness at theinitial direct contact with the FBI.)

RS also spoke with HT several times that evening to convince
him not to appear on Nightline. She recalls that Penny
Sample was in Dee Dee's office that day.

The unfiring" of employees :

RS remembers GS informing her that Mack decided to order an
internal investigation of the travel office affair. GS was
preparing to release this to the media. RS told GS that he
would be killed by the media with only this information to
release. RS and Dee Dee convinced Gearan that the five
travel office employees needed to be placed on
administrative leave; Gearan called the employees. RS also
discussed with GS the need to convey to the media that it
was inappropriate for them to have involved the FBI from a
communications standpoint
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Any sense that Eller was motivatedCornelius? by his relationship to

Yes. That occurred to her after the Friday meeting withMack.

End of Notes
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Any sense that Eller was motivated by his relationship toCornelius?
Yes That occurred to her after the FridayMack meeting with

End of Notes
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Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is
indicated below.

Divider Title: Peter Siegel
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