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MEMORANDUM FOR TODD STERN mekt
FROM: PHIL CAPLAN POD NOTnw),

owtSUBJECT: Rep. Frank Tejada

Rep. Tejada, who recently had brain surgery for cancer, is a decorated Vietnam veteran
(Navy). It is my understanding that Rep. Ed Pastor and Rep. Bill Richardson are, on
Tejada's behalf, trying to get Tejada a higher medal than the one he received after
Vietnam.

My understanding is that this "upgrade" request was run through proper channels at DoD
and a recommendation from a DoD committee was forwarded to Secretary Dalton for
Tejada to receive the Silver Star. Tejada (or his backers) wants the Navy Cross ~ three
steps higher.

Dalton has supposedly said that the only way for the committee's recommendation to be
overruled is for the President to do so.

This first came up 2-3 weeks ago through Jen Palmieri (who got involved because the
Members had been working on Janet Murghia). I checked it out with Clerks and Mil
Office who said a President has never intervened in such an internal DoD decision and
recommended very strongly against doing so in this instance.

It came up again yesterday when Leon talked to Rep. Pastor and agreed to meet with
him - tomorrow at 2:30 pm. Pastor is going to deliver a letter to Leon requesting that
Tejada get the medal he wants. Pastor knows that the President will likely not
intervene and that the most Leon will do is pass the letter along to Dalton for his
consideration.

Henry Cisneros said to me yesterday that he thought this outcome (ie, the President not
intervening) was probably fine, but that we should be sure to thoroughly consider the
request.

Jen Palmieri is trying to get paper on this so that we can research it more fully. Clerks
and Mil Office are on standby to help when we need.

& Jen Palmieri 2 SV
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Award of the Silver Star for CM FrankM. Tejeda

On March 13, 1996, the CM initiated a visit with the Marine Corps House Liaison Officer to present
evidence ofhis heroism while serving in Vietnam in 1966. While having already been awarded a
Bronze Star and Purple Heart for other heroic actions and injuries, the CM had not been recognized
for this particular firefight.

The CM offered a written statement from a Mr. Hamilton who was the squad corpsman at the time.

Sergeant Tejeda was a squad leader in Company E, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment
(approximately 13 Marines and one sailor). While on patrol, the squad was caught in an ambush.

Sergeant Tejeda returned fire covering his men while he directed them to safety. Upon reaching
the safety of the tree line, Sergeant Tejeda realizing one ofhis men had been hit and was still in the
rice paddy, returned to the injured Marine (the Marine had been KIA instantly) and carried his
body to safety. Sometime during the course of the day, Sergeant Tejeda had been wounded in the

leg and carried the deadMarine while so wounded.

The written testimony ofMr. Hamilton and the name of the company executive officer were
provided to the Awards Branch of Headquarters Marine Corps. The Marine Corps tracked down the
executive officer for substantiation and received a written account from him which indicated he had

knowledge of the event, but had not personally witnessed the actions of Sergeant Tajeda.

On April 3, 1996, the Commandant of the Marine Corps, Genera! Krulak, forwarded to the Secretary
of the Navy a recommendation for the award of the Silver Star for CM Tejeda. The Silver Star is the
third highest award for heroism. The Navy Cross and the Congressional Medal ofHonor rank above
it. In its deliberations on this recommendation, the Awards Branch could find no other substantiation
other thanMr, Hamilton's and the executive officer's "second hand" knowledge. The Awards Branch
also compared this action with other awards ofboth the Silver Star and the Navy Cross that had been
awarded during the Vietnam conflict.

The Secretary of the Navy approved the award of the Silver Star. The Marine Corps House Liaison
Officer met with the CM and indicated the CM was disappointed with the award, A subsequent
meeting between the House Liaison Officer, CM Tejeda and CM Ortiz resulted in Mr. Tejeda
expressing again his disappointment that the award was not higher than a Silver Star.

Again in June, the House Liaison Officer asked CM Tejeda ifhe would accept the Commandant's
offer to have the Silver Star presented to him at an Evening Parade at 8th and I any Friday evening
during the summer, in San Antonio, or at a Sunset Parade at the Iwo JimaWar Memorial a Tuesday
evening during the summer. In late July, the CMC sent a letter to CM Tejeda offering to present the
award at an Evening Parade on August 30th. To date, the CM has not responded to the offer.

The award recommendation was made under the provisions of section 522 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996 which provided a one year time frame for which awards for
heroism for actions during the Vietnam Conflict could be presented without regard to waivers
otherwise required for timely submission of such awards.

The award is being reviewed by the Navy Secretariat.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

1650
MHM-2
APR 3 996

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

WASHINGTON, DC 20380-1775
iN REPLY REFER TO:2 NAVY ANNEX

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Subj: AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR MEDAL IN THE CASE OF MR. FRANK M.

TEJEDA, JR., A FORMER MEMBER OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS

Ref: (a) Sulotitle C, Section 522, National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996

Encl: (1) Personal Award Recommendation (OPNAV 1650/3) w/ encls

1. The reference provides for the processing of awards based upon
valor in action in the Republic of Vietnam without regard to any
time limits. 'The award in the case of Mr. Tejeda is in this
category and therefore no Congressional action, concerning waivers,
is required.
2. The enclosure is submitted in support of the subject award.
Mr. Tejeda's official records have been reviewed which verify that
he was wounded in action on 17 January 1966, but there is no
decumentation concerning any other personal awards for action on
this date, The actions described are clearly heroic and, should
have Mr. Tejeda's actions had been recognized at the time, it is my

strong belief that the award of the Silver Stay Medal would have
been approved,, Therefore, I strongly yecguapefa approval

the Marine Corps
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

2 NAVY ANNEX
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PERSONAL AWARD RECOMMENDA; ION
OPNAV 1650/3 (Rev: 3-76).5/N 0107-LF-0165015

MILAWDSBR HQMC 004/010

FROM
Mr. Thomas N. Best (Former Executive Officer,
Co E, 2dBn, 9thMar

TO (Awarding Arithority) ~

Secretary of the Navy
1. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBIIH

450-72-5456
14, EXP, OF ACTIVE DUTY
NA

2. NAME (Lust, first, middle)

TEJEDA, rank M., Jr. NA
3. COMPONENT (USN, USNR, USMC, USAICR, ete)

15, ST. DETACHMENT DATE

16. NEW DUTY STATION (Home tddeess seperation curiclpated)

USMC None
4. GRADE/FATE 5. GESIG/NEG/ 17. UNIT AT TIME OF AGTION/SEAVICE 18. DUTY ASSIGNMENT

MOS 0331 Col:E,,2dBn, OthMar Squad Leader
6. HOME $7 ATE 7, BUIC/RUC (During Active Service) 19, PREVIOUS PERSONAL DECORATIONS AND PERIOD
NA NA HECOGNIZED

@. RECOMMENDED AWARO 9. COMBAT BY
PH

Silver Star Medal D ves Dino
<10. 20, PERSONAL AWARDS RECOMMENDED=NOT YET

wa nore O ManITORIOVS Mia APPROVED None
11, NUM6EA OF AWARD OF THIS MEDAL 21. OTHER PERSONNEL BEING RECOMMENDED FOR

SAME ACTIONFirst
12. ACTION DATE/MGRITORIOUS PERIOD None .

17 January 1966 .

13. AREA OF ACTION/SERVICE
Republic of Vietnam
22. Icerrisy thatthe facts contiined in the suatmary of are known to me Ca matter of recard

SIGNATURE

(See Statement)

DATEOFIGINATOR
Ast:Lt, USMCNAME, GRAQE,

Thomas N.
OFiTLE

21 MAR 96Former XO, Co E,

FOR USE OF NDBDM ONLY

FROM: SECNAV (NDBDM)
TO: CNO(OP-09B19) CMC (CODE MSDM)
1. Reviewed and recorded, Forwarded for appropriate action.

2, Extraordinary heroism recommended © Yes

24, TO BE COMPLETED BY AWARDING AUTHORITY

23. FORWARDING ENDORSEMENTS BY VIA ADDAESSER(S). (Attach addit onal sheets ont y ds necessary)

OMGAT DATE
VIA COMMAND., RECOMMENDED AWARD SIGNATURE, GRADE FWD

{To be completed byMir ginatar) anges

Dves
Ono

O ves
Ono

COMBAT
DISPOSITION OF BASIC RECOMMENDATION HE ROISM SIGNATURE, GRADE, TITLE DATE

RECOMMENDED

D ves

Ono Oves Onosom 3%
INFO COPIES TO NO, ENCLOSURES ATTACHED

EXTRAORDINARY

O No D Not applicable

By direction

DATE:

Supersedes NAVPERS 1650/6 (Rev, 3-73) which may be ured
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in

presenting the SILVER STARMEDAL to

SERGEANT FRANK. M. TEJEDA, JR.
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as Squad Leader, Company
E, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines in connection with operations against insurgent communist (Vict
Cong) forces in the Republic ofViemam on 17 January 1966. During a patrol in the vicinity of

immediately engaged'the enemy and provided covering fire for his squad as he directed them to a

relatively safe wooded area. At this time, Sergeant Tejeda became aware that one ofhis Marines

had been wounded «nq was laying in the open area of the rice paddies. He immediately raced

across the fire swepfarea to recover the Marine who had, in fact, been killed in action. Totally
disregarding his own safety and although painfully wounded in the leg, Sergeant Tejeda returned
to the squad carrying his fallen comrade. His immediate actions in the face ofoverwhelming
enemy fire were instrumental in saving the lives ofhis fellowMarines. Sergeant Tejeda's
courageous acts were a testament to his loyalty, dedication, and professionalism. By his
devotion to duty in the face of great personal danger, Sergeant Tejedaupheld the highest
traditions of the Marine, Corps and of the United States Naval Service.

Da-Nang, hig squad came under heavy automatic and small arms fire Sergeant Tejeda

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy

hig squad came underheavyautomatic and sma arms fire
Sergeant Tejeda
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SERGEANT FRANK M. TEJEDA, IR
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as Squad Leader, Company
E, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines in connection with operations against insurgent communist (Vict
Cong) forces in the Republic ofViemam on 17 January 1966. During a patrol in the vicinity of
Da-Nang higsquad under heavy automatic and small fire Sergeant Tejeda
immediately engaged'the enemy and provided covering fire for his squad as he directed them to a
relatively safe wooded area. At this time, Sergeant Tejeda became aware that one ofhis Marines
had been wounded anq was laying in the open area of the rice paddies He immediately raced
across the fire swepfatea to recover the Marine who had, in fact, been killed in action. Totally
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traditions of the Marine, Corps and of the United States Naval Service

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy
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TRANSCRIPT OF FORMER HOSPTIAL CORPSMAN HAMILTON'S LETTER OF
5 MAR 96 (ATTACHED)

Dear Frank;
I'd like you to help me put the pieces together. I'm still try-
ing to put the operation in order, concerning Jan 66? When Kovak
got hit etc.
Hope you got my other letter. I know your busy and all that.
We went out on patrol and company stayed in the tree line area.
We were heading across the rice paddies and they opened up on us.
Kovak got hit and I couldn't figure out what was going on.
heard corpsman up, I moved you said you guys move up and go to-
ward tree line and hook up with company. I knew I couldn't do
any thing for poor Kovak. Never forget him. I look around you
have machine gunner covering us and your heading toward the vil-
lage. Time to kick butt your were running ziz zag and firing. I
see some people at a distance and then you came back and carried
and dragged Kovak to rear area. I didn't ask if you had somekills cause it was a little quiet and then they opened up again
as they always did when we tried to pick our dead and wounded.
believe you telling us to get out of the area and move to the
tree line. Saved my butt as well as saving all our hides. Frank
I need to verbalize this and give some credit. Again thank you
and do let me know if I left any thing out.

Thanks Buds

Rick "Doc"
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UNITED STATES MAHINE GUND:
HEADQUARTERS. FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC

FPO. GAN FRANCISCO 04660},

q 34 NOY

4n the name of the President of the United States. the
eCommanding General) Fleet Marine Force Pacific takes pleasure in presentin# the BRONZE STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT FRANK MARIANO TEJEDA, dR. no
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For heroic achievement in connection with oper-+ ations against the insurgent communist (Viet Cong) forces' -

while serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Third Marinés

across seventy-five meters of open ground under steadget re

during Operation
early morning hours

in the Republic of Vietnam. In the
of August 1965, while moving

platoon Wasassigned objec
heavy enemy sn

Sergeant TEJEDA's en onder
per fire, Fearlessly disregarding his :

in a vigoroussafety, Seggeant TEJEDA led his squad

directly through the enemy position, This action lted
the killing of one Viet Cong and the oapturt others
Along with their equipment. As a result of Wnt TEJEDA'sinstantaneOye reaction personal courage ul leader~
ship in the face of enemy fire his pla

:
to con-

¢ tinue on its assigned mission without ca Sergeant
dn keeping with the highest traditions of' p'United States
TEJEDA's initiative and courageous actiong.: oughout were

Naval Service."
Sergeant TEJEDA disauthorized to wear the Colmat nyt,

FOR THE PRESIDENT',

?
Vv. H. KRULAK e

.. LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS
COMMANDING =

eee

TEMPORARY CITATION

Noted
e

file on case
Med Branch

: :
:

:

c00/200) OJOH e702 869 Colo, 4g: 1TT 96/20/80
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

1650
MHM-2
APR 3 996

WASHINGTON, DC 20380-1775
iN REPLY REFER TO:2 NAVY ANNEX

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Subj: AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR MEDAL IN THE CASE OF MR. FRANK M.

TEJEDA, JR., A FORMER MEMBER OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS

Rez: (a) Subtitle C, Section 522, National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996

Encl: (1) Personal Award Recommendation (OPNAV 1650/3) w/ encls

1. The reference provides for the processing of awards based upon
valor in action in the Republic of Vietnam without regard to any
time limits. The award in the case of Mr. Tejeda is in this
category and therefore no Congressional action, concerning waivers,
is required.
2. The enclosure is submitted in support of the subject award.'
Mr. Tejeda's official records have been reviewed which verify that
he was wounded in action on 17 January 1966, but there is no

documentation concerning any other personal awards for action on
this date, The actions described are clearly heroic and, should
have Mr. Tejeda's actions had been recognized at the time, it is my

strong belief that the award of the Silver Sta Medal would have
been approved,, Therefore, I strongly yecgapefd approval

th arine Corps

HUMIC

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

2 NAVY ANNEX
WASHINGTON, DC 20380-1775

iN REPLY REFER TO:

1650
MHM-2
APR 3 (096

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Subj: AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR MEDAL IN THE CASE OF MR. FRANK M
TEJEDA, A FORMER MEMBER OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS

Rez: (a) Subtitle C, Section 522, National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996

Encl: (1) Personal Award Recommendation (OPNAV 1650/3) w/ encls
The reference provides for the processing of awards based upon1.

valor in action in the Republic of Vietnam without regard to any
time limits The award in the case of Mr. Tejeda is in this
tegory and therefore no Congressional action, concerning waivers,is required

The enclosure is submitted in support of the subject award2
Mx Tejeda's official records have been reviewed which verify that
he was wounded in action on 17 January 1966, but there is no
decumentation concerning any other personal awards for action on
this The actions described are clearly heroic and, should
have Mr. Tejeda's actions had been recognized at the time, it is my
strong belief that the award of the Silver Stay Medal would have
been approved,, Therefore, I strongly yecgapefd approval

th arine Corps



PERSONAL AWARD RECOMMENDA J
OPNAV 1650/3 (Rev. 3-76).8/N 0107-LF01G.5015

FROM TO (Awarding Arthority)Mr. Thomas N. Best (Former Executive Officer,
Co E, 2dBn 9thMar Secretary of the Navy
1, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBIIR 14. EXP. OF ACTIVE DUTY
450-72-5456 NA
2. NAME (Lust, first, middle) 15. EST. DETACHMENT OATE
TEJEDA, Frank M., Jr. NA
3. COMPONENT (USN, USNR, USMTC, USMCR, ete.) 16. NEW DUTY STATION (Home cddeess If separation cunelpated)
USMC None
4. GRADE/FATE S. ODESIG/NEC/ 17, UNIT AT TIME OF ACTION/SERVICE 18, DUTY ASSIGNMENT
Sergeant MOS 0331 Col:E, 24Bn, 9thMar Squad Leader
6. HOME STATE 7, BUIC/RUC (During Active Service] 19, PREVIOUS PERSONAL DECORATIONS AND PERIOD
NA NA HECOGNIZED

8. RECOMMENDED AWARD 9. COMBAT "Vv" BV
PH

Silver Star Medal 0 ves Ono
10. 4 20, PERSONAL AWARDS RECOMMENDED-NOT YET

MEnrTORIOVeo 0 wa APPROVEDHEROIC
None

11, NUM6EQ OF AWARD OF THIS MEDAL 21. OTHER PERSONNEL BEING HECOMMSNDED FOR
Pirst SAME ACTION

12. ACTION DATE/MGRITORIOUS PERIOD None .

17 January 1966.
13. AREA CF ACTION/SERVICE
Republic of Vietnam
22. thet the facts contiined in the sununary of action are known to me a matter of record

Former XO, Co E, 2d8n, 9thMar) (See Statement) 21 MAR 96
NAME, GRAQE, TLE OF ORIGINATOR SIGNATURE DATE
Thomas N. ist:Lt, USMC

23. FORWARDING ENDORS{IMENTS BY VIA ADDRESSES). (Arracit addit onal sheets onty us necessary')

DATEVIA RECOMMENDED AWARD COMBAT SIGNATURE, GRADE FWD(To be completed

D ves
Ono

o ves
Ono

a

24, TO BE COMPLETED BY AWARDING AUTHORITY
compat EXTRAORDINARY

DISPOSITION OF BASIC RECOMMENDATION HEROISM SIGNATURE, GRADE, TITLE DATE
RECOMMENDED

0 ves

Som Dno Dves Ono 3%
INFO COPIES TO NO. ENCLOSURES ATTACHED

FOR USE OF NDBDM ONLY

TO:
FROM: SECNAV (NDBDM) DATE:

1. Reviewed and recorded, Forwarded for appropriate action.

By direction

Supersedes NAVPERS 1650/6 (Rev, 3-73) which may be used

TO: CNO,(OP-09B19) CMC (CODE MSDM)
1. Reviewed and

2. Extraordinary heroism recommended ( Yes O No Not applicable
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VEU MRA LANA AEN vay

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STARMEDAL to

SERGEANT FRANK M. TEJEDA, JR.
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as Squad Leader, Company
E, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines in connection with operations against insurgent communist (Viet
Cong) forces in the Republic ofVietnam on 17 January 1966. During a patrol in the vicinity of
Da-Nang, higsquad came under heavy automatic and small arms fire. Sergeant Tejeda
immediately engaged'the enemy and provided covering fire for his squad as he directed them to a
relatively safe wooded area. At this time, Sergeant Tejeda became aware that one ofhis Marines
had been wounded «nd was laying in the open area of the rice paddies. He immediately raced
across the fire swept to recover theMarine who had, in fact, been killed in action. Totally
disregarding his own safety and although. painfully wounded in the leg, Sergeant Tejeda returned
to the squad carrying his fallen comrade. His immediate actions in the face of overwhelming
enemy fire were instrumental in saving the lives ofhis fellowMarines. Sergeant Tejeda's
courageous acts were a testament to his loyalty, dedication, and professionalism. By his
devotion to duty in the face of great personal danger, Sergeant Tejeda upheld the highest
traditions of theMarine Corps and of the United States Naval Service.

area

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy

MRA AEN

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STARMEDAL to

SERGEANT FRANK M. TEJEDA, JR
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as Squad Leader, Company
E, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines in connection with operations against insurgent communist (Vict
Cong) forces in the Republic ofVietnam on 17 January 1966. During a patrol in the vicinity of
Da-Nang higsquad came under heavy automatic and small arms fire Sergeant Tejeda
immediately engaged'the enemy and provided covering fire for his squad as he directed them to a
relatively safe wooded area. At this time, Sergeant Tejeda became aware that one ofhis Marines
had been wounded imq laying in the open of the Tice paddies He immediately raced
across the fire sweplatea to recover theMarine who had, in fact, ben killed in action. Totally
disregarding his own safety and although. painfully wounded in the leg, Sergeant Tejeda returned
to the squad carrying his fallen comrade. His immediate actions in the face of overwhelming
enemy fire were instrumental in saving the lives ofhis fellowMarines. Sergeant Tejeda's
courazeous acts were a testament to his loyalty, dedication, and professionalism. By his
devotion to duty in the face of great personal danger, Sergeant Tejeda upheld the highest
traditions of theMarine Corps and of the United States Naval Service

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy
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TRANSCRIPT OF FORMER HOSPTIAL CORPSMAN HAMILTON'S LETTER OF
5 MAR 96 (ATTACHED)

Dear Frank;
I'd like you to help me put the pieces together. I'm still try-
ing to put the operation in order, concerning Jan 66? When Kovak
got. hit etc.
Hope you got my other letter, I know your busy and all that.

We went out on patrol and company stayed in the tree line area.
We were heading across the rice paddies and they opened up on us.

Kovak got hit and I couldn't figure out what was going on. I
heard corpsman up, I moved you said you guys move up and go to-
ward tree line and hook up with company. I knew I couldn't do
any thing for poor Kovak. Never forget him. I look around you
have machine gunner covering us and your heading toward the vil-
lage. Time to kick butt your were running ziz zag and firing,
see some people at a distance and then you came back and carried
and dragged Kovak to rear area. I didn't ask if you had some
kills cause it was a little quiet and then they opened up again
as they always did when we tried to pick our dead and wounded. I
believe you telling us to get out of the area and move to the
tree line. Saved my butt as well as saving all our hides. Frank
I need to verbalize this and give some credit. Again thank you
and do let me know if I left any thing out.

Thanks Buds

Rick "Doc"

Ves UV MAR LAMA

TRANSCRIPT OF FORMER HOSPTIAL CORPSMAN HAMILTON'S LETTER OF
5 MAR 96 (ATTACHED)

Dear Frank;
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UNITED STATES MAHINE
HEADQUARTERS, FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC

&

;
PPO. BAN FRANCISCO. 9660) a

q OV

;

an the name of the President of the United States, the

34A
@Commanding General) Fleet Marine Force, Pacific takes pleas-ure in presentinf' the BRONZE STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT FRANK MARIANO TEJEDA, JR. nO
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"Por herole achievement in connection with oper-« ations against the insurgent communist (Viet Cong) forceswhile serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Third Marinés

directly, through the enemy position. This action reg ted
the killing of one Viet Cong and the capturingz of & others
along with their equipment. As a result of

dyring Operationearly morning
in the Republic of Vietnam. In the

of August 1965, while movingassigned objec
heavy enemy sn

Sergeant TEJEDAts platoon was en nder
per fire, Fearlessly disregarding his.o

Safety, Se TEJEDA led hia squad in a vigorous. asnty-five meters of open ground under steaacross sev re

t TEJEDA's
1 instantaneoys reaction personal courage, ul leader
ship in the face of enemy fire, his pla to con-
tinue on its assigned mission without ca Sergeant
4n keeping with the highest traditions of' States
Naval Service."
TEJEDA's initiative and courageous oughout were

Sergeant TEJEDA is.authorized to wear the "Vv",
a.

FOR THE PRESIDENT',

*
H. KRULAK ®. LIBUTENANT GENERAL, U. 9. MARINE CORPS

COMMANDING

TEMPORARY CITATION.
*

Noted

: :

4 Oec & Mog

+ file on case

:

:
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