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In re: Your request that I send you amemorandum on the steps that
ought to be taken next to address the problems of race in America.

Mr. President, itwas a pleasure to see and talk to you again at the
ceremony for the National Medal of Science recipients. As I indicated in our brief
conversation your speech on race in Austin, Texas was outstanding. I was very
pleased when you asked me to send you amemorandum on my thoughts ofwhat we should do next. Below are my thoughts.

I think that the idea of a national Commission to study and review the
national state of race relations is a very good idea at this time. To support thework of this Commission I think that you should give several additional
speeches on race similar in tone and compassion to the speech you delivered in
Austin. I believe that these speeches should emphasize interracial unity to
overcome the racial divide rhetoric.

These speeches might point out that our nation's response to racial
discord has been disappointing. In discussing the problems we have a tendencyto invoke the kind of rhetoric that exacerbates rather than alleviates urban and
metropolitan racial tensions. Ever since the 1992 Los Angeles riot, the media has
focused heavily on the factors that divide rather than those that unite racial
groups. Emphasis on racial division peaked in 1995 following the jury's verdictin the O. J. Simpson murder trail. The racial divide, as depicted in themedia,seemed as wide as ever.

The extent of the racial divisions in this country should not be minimized.The different reactions to the Simpson trial and the verdict in part reflect the
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fundamentally dissimilar racial experiences of blacks and whites in America-the

differences has obscured the fact that African Americans, whites, and other
ethnic groups share many common concerns, are victimized by many common
problems, and have many common values, aspirations, and hopes.

t the emphasis on racial
former burdened by racial injustice, the latter
and hatred. Nonetheless, you should point out

As I point out inmy new book (Tobless Ghettos: How the Disappearance
ofWorkAffectsUrban Life), which will be published next summer by Knopf, if
inner-city blacks are experiencing the greatest problems of joblessness, it is to a
large extent a more extreme form of economic marginality that has affected most
Americans since 1980. Solutions to the broader problems of economic
marginality in this country, including those that stem from changes in the global
economy, will go a longway toward addressing the problems of inner-city
joblessness, especially if the application of resources includes wise targeting to
the groupsmost in need of help. Discussions that emphasize common solutions
to commonly shared problems promote a sense of unity, regardless of the
different degree of severity to which these problems afflict certain groups. Such
messages bring races together, not apart, and are especially important during
periods of racial tension. You should point out, however, that in comparison
with the rhetoric on racial divisions interracial unitymessages have been
infrequent and are generally ignored in the media.

You should also emphasize in your speeches on race that it is important to
recognize that racial antagonisms, or the manifestation of racial tensions, are
products of economic, political and social situations. In a 1992 op-ed article in
the New York Times, entitled "The RightMessage," I used this argument to point
out why it is important for political leaders to channel the frustrations of average
citizens in positive or constructive directions during periods of economic duress.
I discussed your 1992 political campaign and I pointed out that you not only
explicitly acknowledged the growing racial tension in America and the need for
political leadership to unite and not divide the races, but you had actually
developed a public rhetoric that reflected these concerns. This campaign rhetoric
warned Americans against the distraction of pitting race against race; it urged
citizens to associate their declining real incomes, increasing job insecurity, and

4 growing pessimism with the complex but real sources of these problems. I
pointed out that the use of this positive public rhetoric during a period of intense
racial tension enabled you to bring together antagonistic racial groups in an
effective political coalition during the primary elections-even in Louisiana where
a majority ofwhite voters supported the former Klansman David Duke in the
1991 gubernatorial election. Unfortunately, the media failed to record the

| significance of this event.

A vision of interracial unity that acknowledges distinctively racial
problems but, nonetheless, emphasizes common solutions to common problems
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is more important now than ever. Such a vision should be developed, shared,and promoted by all leaders in this country, but especially bypolitical leaders.

Mr. President, I have in mind a vision that promotes values of racial and
intergroup harmony and unity and rejects the commonly held view that race is
so divisive thatwhites, blacks, Latinos, and other ethnic groups cannotwork
together in a common cause. This vision recognizes that if a political message is
tailored to a white audience, racial minorities draw back, just as whites draw
back when a message is tailored tominority audiences. The foundation of this
vision emphasizes issues and programs that concern the families of all racial and
ethnic groups so that individuals of these groups will see theirmutual interests
and join in a multiracial coalition to move America forward; it promotes the idea
that Americans have common interests and concerns--ranging from employmentto the the toll of crime and drug trafficking in their neighborhoods~that crossracial and class boundaries. This vision encourages Americans to see that the
application of programs to combat these problems would benefit everyone, not
just the truly disadvantaged; to recognize that the division between the suburbs
and the central city is partly a racial one and that it is vitally important to
emphasize city-suburban cooperation, not separation; and, finally, to endorse the
idea that all groups should be able to achieve full membership in society becausethe problems of economic and social marginality rest with the inequities in
society at large and notwith group deficiencies.

Mr. President, in the introduction ofmy new book, Iobless Ghettos, I
discuss these points because I feel that a public rhetoric of interracial unity is an
essential and important first step in addressing the problems of race in the
United States, including those that are related to the jobless ghetto. You drew
frommy last book, The Truly Disadvantaged. in your 1992 campaign. I think
that you will find my new book evenmore useful given the problems that have
emerged since then. I will make sure that you receive an advanced copy. The
campaign will be in full swing when it comes out.

Youwill note that I am not recommending that you call for new programs.If you appoint a national Commission to study race in America, the appropriatetime to discuss programs would be in reaction to the Commission's
recommendation. What is needed now is a change in the public discourse onrace. As President of the United States you could be an effective voice in
promoting this change.

If I can be of further help, please letme know. Iwas pleased to learn fromVice PresidentGore that you found thematerials from the discussions on racethat we had at his house useful.
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Date: 11/03/95 Time: 08:52
Clinton Says Subtle Form of Racism to Blame for Widening Rift

WASHINGTON (AP) After mulling over the nation's racial
problems, President Clinton said he believes a subtle form of
racism is to blame for widening differences in the way blacks and
whites view American society.This racism, Clinton said, ''still permeates a lot of our social
intercourse in America,'' erecting barriers between Americans and
affecting blacks more often than others.

''These preconceptions that, somehow, African Americans don't
share our same values when, in fact, so many African Americans have
got to go the extra mile to embrace and live by the values ... I
think, is a mistake,'' he said.

He said he is working on a plan to combat racism, ''but I'm not
ready to talk about it yet. I don't want to raise a lot of false
hopes. / /

Clinton's musings came during a one-hour, 20-minute exchange
Wednesday with a dozen members of the Trotter Group, an association
of black columnists and editorial writers. The Associated Press
obtained a transcript of the discussion on Thursday.The group is named for William Monroe Trotter, the black editor /,of the Boston Guardian who, in 1914, carried his concerns about
segregation and lynching to President Woodrow Wilson at the White CO (House.

Clinton said he is giving considerable thought to following up
on the Oct. 16 Million Man March in Washington and his speech on
race, given that same day at the University of Texas.

He said he is considering appointing a commission, like the 1968
Kerner Commission, to study America's racial divide. It would have cs!
a specific duty, such as organizing some kind of dialogue'' on
race he said.

A few members of Congress asked Clinton for such a commissionlast month, arguing that race has become a hot national issue since
the acquittal of O.J. Simpson for the murder of his ex-wife and her

response,'' Clinton said. ''The last thing I want to do is study a

Asked if he had analyzed his perceptions about black men and

was organized by Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan andcriticized by some as a platform for Farrakhan's anti-Semitic andracist rhetoric.
never thought (the march) was basically about Mr. Farrakhan.I thought it was basically about white folks,'' Clinton said,

and about black men's desire for whites to see them as concerned
family men, not criminals. ''I'm, frankly, surprised it didn't
happen earlier.' '

Clinton cited his record in defense of several key programs as
proof of his commitment to racial fairness. He credited his defenseof affirmative action as a key reason Republican leaders in
Congress didn't pursue a ''wholesale repeal'' of race- and
gender-preference programs this year.Asked why black public figures specifically Jesse Jackson,Michael Jackson, Simpson lawyer Johnnie Cochran Jr. and Farrakhan
appear to be criticized as racist or anti-Semitic for statements

friend.
''There needs to be both a personal response and a policy

problem that we already know about and to give any of us, includingthe president, an excuse for inaction.'/
black leadership since the march, Clinton said he had. The march



more often than whites, Clinton said he felt some ''have been
unfairly criticized.''

''The issue is not to try to find somebody that white people can
hate, just like some black leaders are made the object of hate or
disdain,'' Clinton said. ''The issue is to try to force people who
do that to come down off their high horse and talk about the real
issues.//
APNP-11-03-95 0848EST
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Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965

what I hope to have encompassed in this
legislation. Of course, there will be amend-
ments and changes, and extensions and dele-
tions, But I think that our message will go
to the Congress Monday. Perhaps the bill
will accompany it. If not, it will go there
very shortly.
We will not only expect the Congress to

give fair and just consideration to the ad-
ministration bill, which they have been ask-
ing for for several days now, but to give

Mar. 15 [107]
consideration to any one suggestion, as they
always do.

So if you will be back at 9 o'clock Monday,
we will have a briefing on the details of the
message.
We thank you for enduring us this after-

noon.
Merriman Smith, United Press Interna-

tional: Thank you, Mr. President.
Nore: President Johnson's thicty-eighth news con-
ference was held in the Rose Garden at the White
House at 3:45 p.m. on Saturday, March 13, 1965.

107 Special Message to the Congress: The American Promise.
March 15, 1965

[ As delivered in person before
4 joint session At 9:02 p.m. ]

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, MMembers of the
Congress:
I speak tonight for

the destiny of democracy.
I urge every member of both parties,

Americans of all religions and of all colors,
from every section of this country, to join
me in that cause,
At times history and fate meet at a single

time in a single place to shape a turning
point in man's unending search for freedom.
So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it
was a century ago at Appomattox. So it
was last week in Selma, Alabama.
There, long-suffering men and women

peacefully protested the denial of their rights
as Americans. Many were brutally as-
saulted. One good man, a man of God, was
killed.
There is no cause for pride in what has

happened in Selma. There is no cause for
self-satisfaction in the long denial of equal
rights of millions of Americans. But there
is cause for hope and for faith in our democ-
racy in what is happening here tonight.

? For the cries of pain and the hymns and
protests of oppressed people have summoned
into convocation all the majesty of this great
Government-the Government of the great-
est Nation on earth,
Our mission is at once the oldest and the

most basic of this country: to right wrong,
to do justice, to serve man.
In our time we have come to live with

moments of great crisis. Our lives have
been marked with debate about great issues;
issues of war and peace, issues of prosperity
and depression. But rarely in any time does
an issue lay bare the secret heart of America
itself. Rarely are we met with a challenge,
not to our growth or abundance, our welfare
or our security, but rather to the values and
the purposes and the meaning of our beloved
Nation.
The issue of equal rights for American

Negroesis such an 1ssue. And should we
defeat every enemy, should we double our
wealth and conquer the stars, and still be
unequal to this issue, then we will have failed
as a people and as a nation.
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For with a country as with a person,"What is a man profited, if he shall gain thewhole world, and lose his own soul?"There is no Negro problem. There is noSouthern problem, There is no Northernproblem. There is only an American prob-lem. And we are met here tonight asAmericans-not as Democrats or Republi-cans-we are met here as Americans to solvethat problem,

in every American heart, North and South:"All men are created equal"-"governmentby consent of the Boverned"-"give me Lib.erty or give me death,!' Well, those are notjust clever words, or those are not just emptytheories, In their mame Americans havefought and died for two centuries, and to-night around the world they stand there asSuardians of our liberty, tisking their lives,Those words are a Promise to every citizenthat he shall share in the dignity of man,This dignity cannot be found in a man's
Possessions; it cannot be found in his power,or in his position, It really rests on his right

his children, and provide for his family ac-
cording to his ability and his merits as ahuman being,
To apply any other test-to deny a manhis hopes because of his color or race, hisreligion or the place of his birth-is not onlyto do injustice, it is to deny America and todishonor the dead who gave their lives forAmerican freedom,

THE RIGHT To VOTE

Our fathers believed that if this nobleview of the rights of man was to flourish, it
282
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must be rooted in democracy. The mostbasic right of all was the right to chooseyour own leaders, The history of this coun-try, in large measure, is the history of the
expansion of that right to all of our people.Many of the issues of civil rights are verycomplex and most difficult, But about thisthere can and should be no argument.

excuse the denial of that right. "There is noduty which weighs more heavily on us than

Yet the harsh fact is that in many placesin this country men and women are keptfrom voting simply because they areNegroes.
Every device of which human ingenuityis capable has been used to deny this right,The Negro citizen may go to register onlyto be told that the day is wrong, or the houris late, or the official in charge is absent.And if he persists, and if he manages toPresent himself to the registrar, he may bedisqualified because he did not spell out hismiddle name or because he abbreviated aword on the application,

He may be asked to tecite the entire Con-
stitution, or explain the most complex pro-visions of State law. And even a collegedegree cannot be used to prove that he canread and write,
For the fact is that the only way to passthese barriers is to show a white skin,
Experience has clearly shown that the

existing process of law cannot overcomesystematic and ingenious disctimination,No law that we now have on the books-and I have helped to put three of themthere-can ensure the tight to vote whenlocal officials are determined to deny it.

kan

seme neAge

right to vote, There is no reason which

Every American itizen must have an equalThis
the

ion in the histo of can
ithThe great phrases of hat sound the duty we have to ensure that right

to be treated as a man equal in o
to all others, It says that he shall share

Pportunity And if he manages to fill out an applicafreedom he shall hoose his leaders,
tion h€

educate
is given a test, The registrar issole judge of whether he passes this test,
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Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965
In such a case our duty must be clear to

all of us. The Constitution says that no
person shall be kept from voting because of
his race or his color. We have all sworn an
oath before God to support and to defend
that Constitution. We must now act in
obedience to that oath.

GUARANTEEING THE RIGHT TO VOTE

Wednesday I will send to Congress a law
designed to eliminate illegal barriers to the
right to vote.
The broad principles of that bill will be

in the hands of the Democratic and Repub-lican leaders tomorrow. After they have
reviewed it, it will come here formally as a
bill. I am grateful for this opportunity to
come here tonight at the invitation of the
leadership to reason with my friends, to givethem my views, and to visit with my former
colleagues.
I have had prepared a more comprehensive

analysis of the legislation which I had in-
tended to transmit to the clerk tomorrow but
which I will submit to the clerks tonight.But I want to really discuss with you now
briefly the main proposals of this legislation,This bill will strike down restrictions to
voting in all elections-Federal, State, and
local-which have been used to deny Ne-
grocs the right to vote.
This bill will establish a simple, uniform

standard which cannot be used, however in-
genious the effort, to flout our Constitution.

It will provide for citizens to be registered
by officials of the United States Government
if the State officials refuse to register them.
It will eliminate tedious, unnecessary law-

suits which delay the right to vote.
Finally, this legislation will ensure that

properly registered individuals are not pro-hibited from voting.
I will welcome the suggestions from all of

55-047-66-vol. 123
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the Members of Congress-I have no doubt
that I will get some-on ways and means to
strengthen this law and to make it effective.
But experience has plainly shown that this is
the only path to carry out the command of
the Constitution.
To those who seek to avoid action by their

National Government in their own commu-
nities; who want to and who seek to main-
tain purely local control over elections, the
answer is simple:

Open your polling places to all your
people.

. Allow men and women to register and
vote whatever the color of their skin.
Extend the rights 'of citizenship to everycitizen of this land.

THE NEED FOR ACTION

There is no constitutional issue here,
The command of the Constitution is plain.There is no moral issue. It is wrong-
deadly wrong-to deny any of your fellow
Americans the right to vote in this country.There is no issue of States rights or na-
tional rights. There is only the struggle for
human rights.

I have not the slightest doubt what will
be your answer,
The last time a President sent a civil rightsbill to the Congress it contained a provisionto protect voting rights in Federal elections.

That civil rights bill was passed after 8 longmonths of debate. And when that bill came
to my desk from the Congress for my signa-
ture, the heart of the voting provision had
been eliminated.
This time, on this issue, there must be no

delay, no hesitation and no compromise with
our purpose.
We cannot, we must not, refuse to protect

the right of every American to vote in everyelection that he may desire to participate in.
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And we ought not and we cannot and we
must not wait another 8 months before
we get a bill, We have already waited a
hundred years and more, and the time for
waiting is gone.

So I ask you to join me in working long
hours-nights and weekends, if necessary-
to pass this bill, And I don't make that
request lightly. For from the window
where I sit with the problems of our country
I recognize that outside this chamber is the
outraged conscience of a nation, the grave
concern of many nations, and the harsh
judgment of history on our acts,

WE SHALL OVERCOME
J

But even if we pass this bill, the battle will
not be over. What happened in Selma is
part of a far larger movement which reaches
into every section and State of America. It
is the effort of American Negroes to secure
for themselves the full blessings of American
life.
Their cause must be our cause too. Be-

cause it is not just Negroes, but really it is
all of us, who must overcome the crippling
legacy of bigotry and injustice.
And we shall overcome.

As a man whose roots go deeply into
Southern soil I know how agonizing racial
eelings are. I know how difficult it is to
eshape the attitudes and the structure of
ur society.
But a century has passed, more than a

hundred years, since the Negro was freed.
And he is not fully free tonight.

Tt was more than a hundred years ago that
Abraham Lincoln, a great President of an-
other party, signed the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, but emancipation is a proclamation
and not a fact.
A century has passed, more than a hun-

dred years, since equality was promised.
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And yet the Negro is not equal.A century has passed since the day of
promise. And the promise is unkept.
The time of justice has now come..---I tell

you that I believe sincerely that no force can
hold it back. It is right in the eyes of man
and God that it should come. And when
it does, I think that day will brighten the
lives of every American.
For Negroes are not the only victims.

How many white children have gone uned-
ucated, how many white families have lived
in stark poverty, how many white lives have
been scarred by fear, because we have wasted
our energy and our substance to maintain
the barriers of hatred and terror?

So I say to all of you here, and to all in
the Nation tonight, that those who appeal to
you to hold on to the past do so at the cost
of denying you your future.
This great, rich, restless country can offer

opportunity and education and hope to all:
black and white, North and South, share-
cropper and city dweller. These are the
enemies: poverty, ignorance, disease. They
are the enemies and not our fellow man, not
our neighbor. And these enemies too, pov-
erty, disease and ignorance, we shall over-
come.

:

AN AMERICAN PROBLEM

Now let none of us in any sections leok
with prideful righteousness on the troubles
in another section, or onthe problems of our
neighbors. There is really no part of Amer-
ica where the promise of equality has been
fully kept. In Buffalo as well as in Birming-
ham, in Philadelphia as well as in Selma,
Americans are struggling for the fruits of
freedom.
This is one Nation. What happens in

Selma or in Cincinnati is a matter of legiti-
mate concern to every American. But let
each of us look within our own hearts and
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our own communities, and let each of us
put our shoulder to the wheel to root out
injustice wherever it exists.
As we meet here in this peaceful, historic

chamber tonight, men from the South, some
of whom were at Iwo Jima, men from the
North who have carried Old Glory to far
corners of the world and brought it back
without a stain on it, men from the East
and from the West, are all fighting to-
gether without regard to religion, or color,
or region, in Viet-Nam. Men from every
region fought for us across the world 20
years ago.
And in these common dangers and these

common sacrifices the South made its con-
tribution of honor and gallantry no less
than any other region of the great Repub-lic-and in some instances, a great manyof them, more.
And I have not the slightest doubt that

good men from everywhere in this country,from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico,from the Golden Gate to the harbors alongthe Adantic, will rally together now in this
cause to vindicate the freedom of all Amer-
icans, For all of us owe this duty; and I
believe that ail of us will respond to it.
Your President makes that request of

every American,

PROGRESS THROUGH THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

The real hero of this struggle is the Amer-
ican Negro. His actions and protests, his
courage to risk safety and even to risk his
life, have awakened the conscience of this
Nation. His demonstrations have been de-
signed to call attention to injustice, designedto provoke change, designed to stir reform.
He has called upon us to make good the

Promise of America. And who among us
can say that we would have made the same
Progress were it not for his persistent brav-

Mar. 15 [107]
ery, and his faith in American democracy,For at the real heart of battle for equalityis a deep-seated belief in the democratic
Process. Equality depends not on the force
of arms or tear gas but upon the force of
moral right; not on recourse to violence but
on respect for law and order.
There have been many Pressures upon

your President and there will be others as
the days come and go. But I pledge you

where it should be fought: in the courts, and
in the Congress, and in the hearts of men.
We must preserve the right of free speechand the right of free assembly. But the

right of free speech does not carry with it,
as has been said, the right to holler fire in
a crowded theater. We must preserve the
right to free assembly, but free assembly does
not carry with it the right to block public
thoroughfares to traffic.
We do have a right to protest, and a

right to march under conditions that do not
infringe the constitutional rights of our
neighbors. And I intend to protect all those
rights as long as I am permitted to serve in
this office.
We will guard against violence, knowingit strikes from our hands the very weaponswhich we seek-progress, obedience to law,and belief in American values,
In Selma as elsewhere we seek and prayfor peace. We seek order. We seek unity.But we will not accept the peace of stifled

rights, or the order imposed by fear, or the
unity that stifles protest. For peace cannot
be purchased at the cost of liberty.
In Selma tonight, as in every-and we

had a good day there-as in every city, we
are working for just and peaceful settlement.We must all remember that after this speechI am making tonight, after the police and
the FBI and the Marshals have all gone, andafter you have Promptly passed this bill, the

tonight that we intend to fight this battle
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people of Selma and the other cities of the
Nation must still live and work together.
And when the attention of the Nation has

gone elsewhere they must try to heal the
wounds and to build a new community.
This cannot be easily done on a battle-

ground of violence, as the history of the
South itself shows. It is in recognition of
this that men of both races have shown such
an outstandingly impressive responsibility
in recent days-last Tuesday, again today.

RIGHTS MUST BE OPPORTUNITIES

The bill that I am presenting to you will
be known as a civil rights bill, But, in a
larger sense, most of the program I am rec-
ommending is a civil rights program. Its
object is to open the city of hope to all people
of all races,

Because all Americans just must have the

right to vote. And we are going to give
them that right.
All Americans must have the privileges

of citizenship regardless of race. And they
are going to have those privileges of citizen-
ship regardless of race.

But I would like to caution you and re-
mind you that to exercise these privileges
takes much more than just legal right. It
requires a trained mind and a healthy body.
It requires a decent home, and the chance
to find a job, and the opportunity to escape
from the clutches of poverty.
Of course, people cannot contribute to the

Nation if they are never taught to read or
write, if their bodies are stunted from hun-
ger, if their sickness goes untended, if their
life is spent in hopeless poverty just drawing
a welfare check.

So we want to open the gates to oppor-
tunity. But we are also going to give all
our people, black and white, the help that
they need to walk through those gates.
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS GOVERNMENT

My first job after college was as a teacher
in Cotulla, Tex., in a small Mexican-Amer-
ican school. Few of them could speak Eng-
lish, and I couldn't speak much Spanish.
My students were poor and they often came
to class without breakfast, hungry. They
knew even in their youth the pain of prej-
udice. They never seemed to know why
people disliked them. But they knew it was
so, because I saw it in their eyes. I often
walked home late in the afternoon, after the
classes were finished, wishing there was
more that Icould do. But all I knew was
to teach them the little that I knew, hoping
that it might help them against the hard-
ships that lay ahead.

Somehow you never forget what poverty
and hatred can do when you sec its scars on
the hopeful face of a young child.
I never thought then, in 1928, that I would

be standing here in 1965. It never even oc-
curred to me in my fondest dreams that I
might have the chance to help the sons and
daughters of those students and to help peo-
ple like them all over this country.
But now I do have that chance-and I'll

let you in on a secret-I mean to use it, And
I hope that you will use it with me.
This is the richest and most powerful

country which ever occupied the globe.
The might of past empires is little compared
to ours. But I do not want to be the Presi-
dent who built empires, or sought grandeur,
or extended dominion.

I want to be the President who educated
young children to the wonders of their
world. I want to be the President who
helped to feed the hungry and to prepare
them to be taxpayers instead of taxeaters.

I want to be the President who helped the

poor to find their own way and who pro-
tected the right of every citizen to vote in
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every election.
\ I want to be the President who helped to

end hatred among his fellow men and who
Promoted love among the people of all races
and all regions and all parties,
I want to be the President who helped to

end war among the brothers of this earth.
And so at the request of your beloved

Speaker and the Senator from Montana; the
majority leader, the Senator from Illinois;the minority leader, Mr. McCulloch, and
other Members of both parties, I came here
tonight-not as President Roosevelt came
down one time in person to veto a bonus
bill, not as President Truman came down
one time to urge the passage of a railroadbill-but I came down here to ask you to
share this task with me and to share it with

this to be the Congress, Republicans and
Democrats alike, which did all these things

Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965 Mar. 15 [108]
for all these people.

Beyond this great chamber, out yonderin 50 States, are the people that we serve.Who can tell what deep and unspoken hopesare in their hearts tonight as they sit there
and listen. We all can guess, from our own
lives, how difficult they often find their own
Pursuit of happiness, how many problemseach little family has, They look most of all
to themselves for their futures. But I think
that they also look to each of us.
Above the pyramid on the great seal of the

United States it says-in Latin-"God has
favored our undertaking."
God will not favor everything that we do.

I cannot help believing that He truly under-
stands and that He really favors the under-
taking that we begin here tonight.

It is rather gur duty to divine His will But

the people that we both work for I want

NOTE: The address was broadcast nationally,See also Items 108, 109, 409.

108 Special Message to the Congress on the Right To Vote.March 15, 1965
To the Congress of the United States:

Tn this same month ninety-five years ago-on March 30, 1870-the Constitution of the
United States was amended for the fifteenth
time to guarantee that no citizen of our land
should be denied the right to vote becauseof race or color,
The command of the Fifteenth Amend-

ment is unequivocal and its equal force uponState Governments and the Federal Govern-

Section 1 of this Amendment provides:The right of citizens of the United States to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account
of race, color, or Previous condition of
servitude,

By the oath I have taken "to preserve,
Protect and defend the Constitution of theUnited States," duty directs-and strong
Personal conviction impels-that I advise the
Congress that action is necessary, and neces-
sary now, if the Constitution is to be upheldand the rights of all citizens are not to be
mocked, abused and denied,
I must regretfully report to the Congressthe following facts:

Constitution is today being systematicallyand willfully circumvented in certain State
and local jurisdictions of our Nation.

local governments acting "under the colorof law," are denying American citizens the

ment is unarguable. I. That the Fifteenth Amendment of our

2. That representatives of such State and
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The command of the Fifteenth Amend-

ment is unequivocal and its equal force uponState Governments and the Federal Govern-

Section 1 of this Amendment provides:The right of citizens of the United States to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account
of race, color, or Previous condition of
servitude,

By the oath I have taken "to preserve,
Protect and defend the Constitution of theUnited States," duty directs-and strong
Personal conviction impels-that I advise the
Congress that action is necessary, and neces-
sary now, if the Constitution is to be upheldand the rights of all citizens are not to be
mocked, abused and denied,
I must regretfully report to the Congressthe following facts:

Constitution is today being systematicallyand willfully circumvented in certain State
and local jurisdictions of our Nation.

local governments acting "under the colorof law," are denying American citizens the

ment is unarguable. I. That the Fifteenth Amendment of our

2. That representatives of such State and
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met Jesse, strangely enough,
through Ross Perot," said Felix Ro-
hatyn this week, recalling the "Six
Degrees of Separation' coincidence
that led him into an unexpected alli-
ance with Jesse Jackson.

Mr. Rohatyn, the investment bank-
er who masterminded New York
City's fiscal comeback in the mid-
1970's, was on the phone with Mr.
Perot, talking about building schools.
Mr. Jackson, who was in Mr, Perot's
office, conveyed his desire to meet
with Mr. Rohatyn about the crisis in
America's cities. Next thing you
know Mr. Jackson and Mr. Rohatyn
had joined forces on a plan called
"Rebuild America," Co $500 bil-
Ion for investment ip' generating
jobs and repairing the infrastructure
in-the nation's rotting urban core.
That was in 1992. In 1995, one week

after the Million Man March and
counting, the rebuilding of urban
America not only remains a dream
deferred but a dream hardly talked
about by politicians of either party.
Speaking with both Mr, Jackson and
Mr. Rohatyn in separate interviews
since the march, I was struck once
again by how much of official Wash-
ington's post-march babble is, by
contrast, beside the point.
"The two men go thelr own ways

and, unsurprisingly, part company
on one crucial matter in the march's
aftermath. Mr. Rohatyn - like many
others, myself among them - was
"very disappointed" by Mr. Jack-
sén's decision "to put himself
squarely on the side of separatism"
by appearing on the podium with
Louis Farrakhan. Jesse really
wanted to do something symbolic, he

negotiate the New ity bailout,

Washington
aversion therapy.

should have stood with the- black
marchers and said nothing,' Mr. Ro-
hatyn added. 'The marchers, with
great unity and dignity, reminded
the country we have aproblem.That'
was the message, not what was hap-
pening on the podium."
Mr. Jackson's lukewarm rationale

for Mr. Farrakhan - as a potentially
positive force for voter registration
and black-Jewish dialogue ~ re-
mains unpersuasive, But his defini-
tion of the marchers' message paral-
lels Mr. Rohatyn's and can hardly be
dismissed. As Mr. Jackson speaks of
the need for devising a "bipartisan
national urban policy" that goes be-
yond either the current welfare de-
bate or the Farrakhan slogans of seff-
help, so Mr. Rohatyn elaborates that
the cancer of race begins in the citles,
with black despair and white flight: have a race problem."')."If we don't deal with it in the citiés,
we can't deal with it at all, Clinton,
Gingrich and Dole must stand up and
say we're going to jointly deal with
urban problems, in ways thar meet
"the objectives of white communities
and taxpayers as well as of minor-
itles who are dying in cities with no
school system worthy of the name, no
jobs, no medical care and no hope of
entering the 21st century."

None of thiswill be easy, of course,
or cheap. When Mr. Rohatyn had to

he told the various factions: ''There
are no alternatives that involve
pleasure and pain, there are only
alternatives that involve pain and
agony. The ideal {s to avoid agony.You can't avoid pain."
Today's politicians do not like to

talk in public about policy alterna-
tives that involve pain. And so no one
in political office offers any scheme
to rebuild America, whether a varia-
tion of Mr. Rohatyn's dormant idea
or something new. Bill Clinton deliv-
ers a fine speech on racism the
morning of the march - without
venturing concrete policy prescrip-
tions. Republicans conveniently. em-
brace the spirituality of the march as
its principal message - as if the
marchers' pride and dignity will re-
build America ali by themselves.
Well-meaning Congressmen of both
parties, white and black, call for a
new Kerner Commission to redefine
the problem - an idea rightly dis-
missed by Mr, Jackson as well as by
Mr. Rohatyn (''We don't need a new
commission to study whether we
have a racial problem- we know we

:

All the while, our cities continue on : i

an apocalyptic spiral that Mr. Roha-
tyn sees as "close to irreversible,"
As the likes of Mr. Farrakhan, Ben-
jamin Chavis and thelr white ex-
tremist counterparts scheme to ex-
ploit the crisis, we wait and wait for

:

.some leader in Washington who
might regard the Million Man March
as anh urgent cue to action, however
painful, rather than as merely a cost-
free political opportunity to pat the
marchers on the head.
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October 23, 1995

ofSociology and Public Policy Tu (312) 702-0894

To: President Bill Clinton

From: William JuliusWilson

In re: Your request that I send you a memorandum on the steps that
ought to be taken next to address the problems of race in America.

Mr. President, itwas a pleasure to see and talk to you again at the
ceremony for the National Medal of Science recipients. As I indicated in our brief
conversation your speech on race in Austin, Texas was outstanding. I was very
pleased when you asked me to send you amemorandum on my thoughts of
what we should do next. Below are my thoughts.

I think that the idea of a national Commission to study and review the
national state of race relations is a very good idea at this time. To support the
work of this Commission I think that you should give several additional
speeches on race similar in tone and compassion to the speech you delivered in
Austin. I believe that these speeches should emphasize interracial unity to
overcome the racial divide rhetoric.

These speechesmight point out that our nation's response to racial
discord has been disappointing. In discussing the problems we have a tendency
to invoke the kind of rhetoric that exacerbates rather than alleviates urban and
metropolitan racial tensions. Ever since the 1992 Los Angeles riot, themedia has
focused heavily on the factors that divide rather than those that unite racial
groups. Emphasis on racial division peaked in 1995 following the jury's verdict
in the O. J. Simpson murder trail. The racial divide, as depicted in themedia,
seemed as wide as ever.

The extent of the racial divisions in this country should not be
The different reactions to the Simpson trial andthe verdict in part reflect the

minimized
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fundamentally dissimilar racial experiences of blacks and whites in America-the
former burdened by racial injustice, the latter largely free of the effects of bigotry
and hatred. Nonetheless, you should point out that the emphasis on racial
differences has obscured the fact that African Americans, whites, and other
ethnic groups share many common concerns, are victimized by many common
problems, and have many common values, aspirations, and hopes.

As I point out inmy new book (Jobless Ghettos: How the Disappearance
ofWork AffectsUrban Life), whichwill be published next summer by Knopf, if
inner-city blacks are experiencing the greatest problems of joblessness, it is to a
large extent a more extreme form of economic marginality that has affected most
Americans since 1980. Solutions to the broader problems of economic
marginality in this country, including those that stem from changes in the global
economy, will go a longway toward addressing the problems of inner-city
joblessness, especially if the application of resources includes wise targeting to
the groupsmost in need of help. Discussions that emphasize common solutions
to commonly shared problems promote a sense of unity, regardless of the
different degree of severity to which these problems afflict certain groups. Such
messages bring races together, not apart, and are especially important during
periods of racial tension. You should point out, however, that in comparison
with the rhetoric on racial divisions interracial unity messages have been
infrequent and are generally ignored in the media.

You should also emphasize in your speeches on race that it is important to
recognize that racial antagonisms, or the manifestation of racial tensions, are
products of economic, political and social situations. In a 1992 op-ed article in
the New York Times entitled "The RightMessage," I used this argument to point
out why it is important for political leaders to channel the frustrations of average
citizens in positive or constructive directions during periods of economic duress.
I discussed your 1992 political campaign and I pointed out that you not only
explicitly acknowledged the growing racial tension in America and the need for
political leadership to unite and not divide the races, but you had actually
developed a public rhetoric that reflected these concerns. This campaign rhetoric
warned Americans against the distraction of pitting race against race; it urged
citizens to associate their declining real incomes, increasing job insecurity, and
growing pessimism with the complex but real sources of these problems. I
pointed out that the use of this positive public rhetoric during a period of intense
racial tension enabled you to bring together antagonistic racial groups in an
effective political coalition during the primary elections-even in Louisiana where
a majority ofwhite voters supported the former Klansman David Duke in the
1991 gubernatorial election. Unfortunately, the media failed to record the
significance of this event.

A vision of interracial unity that acknowledges distinctively racial
problems but, nonetheless, emphasizes common solutions to common problems
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ismore important now than ever. Such. a vision should be developed, shared,
and promoted by all leaders in this country, but especially by political leaders.

Mr. President, I have inmind a vision that promotes values of racial and
intergroup harmony and unity and rejects the commonly held view that race is
so divisive thatwhites, blacks, Latinos, and other ethnic groups cannotwork
together in a common cause. This vision recognizes that if a political message is
tailored to a white audience, racialminorities draw back, just as whites draw
back when a message is tailored tominority audiences. The foundation of this
vision emphasizes issues and programs that concern the families of al} racial and
ethnic groups so that individuals of these groups will see theirmutual interests
and join in a multiracial coalition tomove America forward; it promotes the idea
that Americans have common interests and concerns-ranging from employment
to the the toll of crime and drug trafficking in their neighborhoods--that cross
racial and class boundaries. This vision encourages Americans to see that the
application of programs to combat these problems would benefit everyone, not
just the truly disadvantaged; to recognize that the division between the suburbs
and the central city is partly a racial one and that it is vitally important to
emphasize city-suburban cooperation, not separation; and, finally, to endorse the
idea that all groups should be able to achieve full membership in society because
the problems of economic and socialmarginality restwith the inequities in
society at large and notwith group deficiencies.

Mr. President, in the introduction ofmy new book, Iobless Ghettos, I
discuss these points because I feel that a public rhetoric of interracial unity is an
essential and important first step in addressing the problems of race in the
United States, including those that are related to the jobless ghetto. You drew
from my lastbook, TheTruly Disadvantaged, in your 1992 campaign. I think
that you will find my new book evenmore useful given the problems that have
emerged since then. I willmake sure that you receive an advanced copy. The
campaign will be in full swing when it comes out.

Youwill note that I am not recommending that you call for new programs.
If you appoint a national Commission to. study race in America, the appropriate
time to discuss programs would be in reaction to the Commission's
recommendation. What is needed now s a change in the public discourse on
race. As President of the United States you could be an effective voice in
promoting this change.

If I can be of further help, please letme know. Iwas pleased to learn from
Vice President Gore that you found the materials from the discussions on race
that we had at his house useful.
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To: President Bill Clinton

From: William JuliusWilson

In re: Your request that I send you amemorandum on the steps that
ought to be taken next to address the problems of race in America.

Mr. President, itwas a pleasure to see and talk to you again at the
ceremony for the National Medal of Science recipients. As I indicated in our brief
conversation your speech on race in Austin, Texas was outstanding. I was very
pleased when you asked me to send you a memorandum on my thoughts of
what we should do next. Below are my thoughts.

I think that the idea of a national Commission to study and review the
national state of race relations is a very good idea at this time. To support the
work of this Commission I think that you should give several additional
speeches on race similar in tone and compassion to the speech you delivered in
Austin. I believe that these speeches should emphasize interracial unity to
overcome the racial divide rhetoric.

These speechesmight point out that our nation's response to racial
discord has been disappointing. In discussing the problems we have a tendency
to invoke the kind of rhetoric that exacerbates rather than alleviates urban and
metropolitan racial tensions. Ever since the 1992 Los Angeles riot, themedia has
focused heavily on the factors that divide rather than those that unite racial
groups. Emphasis on racial division peaked in 1995 following the jury's verdictin the O. J. Simpson murder trail. The racial divide, as depicted in the media,
seemed as wide as ever.

The extent of the racial divisions in this country should not be minimized
The different reactions to the Simpson trial and-the verdict in part reflect the
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fundamentally dissimilar racial experiences of blacks and whites in America-the
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ethnic groups share many common concerns, are victimized by many common
problems, and have many common values, aspirations, and hopes.

As I point out inmy new book (Jobless Ghettos: How the Hppearance
ofWork AffectsUrban Life), which will be published next summer by Knopf, if
inner-city blacks are experiencing the greatest problems of joblessness, it is to a
large extent a more extreme form of economic marginality that has affected most
Americans since 1980. Solutions to the broader problems of economic

economy, will go a longway toward addressing the problems of inner-city
joblessness, especially if the application of resources includes wise targeting to
the groupsmost in need of help. Discussions that emphasize common solutions
to commonly shared problems promote a sense of unity, regardless of the
different degree of severity to which these problems afflict certain groups. Such
messages bring races together, not apart, and are especially important during
periods of racial tension. You should point out, however, that in comparison
with the rhetoric on racial divisions interracial unity messages have been
infrequent and are generally ignored in the media.

marginality in this country, including those that stem from changes in the global

You should also emphasize in your speeches on race that it is important to
recognize that racial antagonisms, or the manifestation of racial tensions, are
products of economic, political and social situations. In a 1992 op-ed article in
the New York Times "The RightMessage," I used this argument to point
outwhy it is important for political leaders to channel the frustrations of average
citizens in positive or constructive directions during periods of economic duress.
I discussed your 1992 political campaign and I pointed out that you not only
explicitly acknowledged the growing racial tension in America and the need for
political leadership to unite and not divide the races, but you had actually
developed a public rhetoric that reflected these concerns. This campaign rhetoric
warned Americans against the distraction of pitting race against race; it urged
citizens to associate their declining real incomes, increasing job insecurity, and
growing pessimism with the complex but real sources of these problems. I
pointed out that the use of this positive public rhetoric during a period of intense
racial tension enabled you to bring together antagonistic racial groups in an
effective political coalition during the primary elections-even in Louisiana where
a majority ofwhite voters supported the former Klansman David Duke in the
1991 gubernatorial election. Unfortunately, the media failed to record the
significance of this event.

A vision of interracial unity that acknowledges distinctively racial
problems but, nonetheless, emphasizes common solutions to common problems
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ismore important now than ever. Such a vision should be developed, shared,
and promoted by all leaders in this country, but especially by political leaders.

Mr. President, I have in mind a vision that promotes values of racial and
intergroup harmony and unity and rejects the commonly held view that race is
so divisive thatwhites, blacks, Latinos, and other ethnic groups cannotwork
together in a common cause. This vision recognizes that if a political message is
tailored to a white audience, racial minorities draw back, just as whites draw
back when a message is tailored tominority audiences. The foundation of this
vision emphasizes issues and programs that concern the families of all racial and
ethnic groups so that individuals of these groupswill see theirmutual interests
and join in amultiracial coalition to move America forward, it promotes the idea
that Americans have common interests and concerns~ranging from employment
to the the toll of crime and drug trafficking in their neighborhoods--that cross
racial and class boundaries. This vision encourages Americans to see that the
application of programs to combat these problems would benefit everyone, not
just the truly disadvantaged; to recognize that the division between the suburbs
and the central city is partly a racial one and that it is vitally important to
emphasize city-suburban cooperation, not separation; and, finally, to endorse the
idea that all groups should be able to achieve fullmembership in society because
the problems of economic and social marginality restwith the inequities in
society at large and notwith group deficiencies.

Mr. President, in the introduction ofmy new book, Iobless Ghettos, I
discuss these points because I feel that a public rhetoric of interracial unity is an
essential and important first step in addressing the problems of race in the
United States, including those that are related to the jobless ghetto. You drew
frommy lastbook, The Truly Disadvantaged. n your 1992 campaign. I think
that you will find my new book evenmore useful given the problems that have
emerged since then. I willmake sure that you receive an advanced copy. The
campaign will be in full swing when it comes out.

Youwill note that I am not recommending that you call for new programs.
If you appoint a national Commission to study race in America, the appropriate
time to discuss programs would be in reaction to the Commission's
recommendation. What is needed now is a change in the public discourse on
race. As President of the United States you could be an effective voice in
promoting this change.

If I can be of further help, please letme know. Iwas pleased to learn from
Vice President Gore that you found the materials from the discussions on race
that we had at his house useful.
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