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EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF T HE PRESIDENT

28-Feb-1996 08:24pm

TO: Evelyn S. Lieberman
FROM: Todd Stern
Office of the Staff Secretary
CcC: Teresa Wildman
SUBJECT: cabinet reports
Ev —— I agree with you that the President reads and cares about

the Cabinet Report and that we shouldn’t unduly cut it. I just
think that a Report in the 10-15 page range is more than
sufficient. 1It’s just a matter of being sensibly selective. I
don’t think the President needs to hear about stuff like "Maryland
is not in compliance with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission’s Interstate Coastal Fishery Management Plan for
Weakfish." (I’m not making this up.) Or that the Jonathan
Corporation of Norfolk, Va. agreed to pay back wages to its
workers. Or that the Senate Commerce Committee is holding an
oversight hearing chyaired by Sen. Pressler on February 29. (Why
on earth does the President need to know that?)) Or that DOT has
heard arguments from NYC and the Port Authority on whether
passenger facility charge revenues at Kennedy and La Guardia
airports must be included in the Port Authority’s gross revenues.
Etc., ate., ebte.

This is the President and some proper cut has got to be made about
what can fit into that amazingly large and absorbent brain of his.
There’s just way too much drivel in these reports. 1I’d be happy
to show you my full markups if you really want. And happy to
discuss this with you more. tds
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EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

25-Feb-1996 11:35am

TO: Evelyn S. Lieberman

FROM: Todd Stern
Office of the Staff Secretary BFﬂr

SUBJECT: cabinet reports

FYI -- a little running battle of mine. These Reports are
absurdly long. I have marked several recent ones up for Kitty to
show what could easily be cut out. This week’s is 19 pages --
which is down from the 23-24 pages we’ve been getting lately. But
anything over 10-12 is frankly unnecessary and anything over 15
should be a hanging offense.

I’m not seeking your intervention in this -- I just thought I’d
clue you in since Kitty is liable to start not appreciating my
hard 1line.

Cheers. tds
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

36 JAN26 eT7: 37
January 26, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: KITTY HIGGINS

SUBJECT: Summary of Cabinet Weekly Reports
January 21-27

Budget Amplification Activities: This week, members of the Cabinet conducted budget
amplification messages with regional media in 39 cities. Attached are several press clips
reflecting the past few weeks’ efforts of the Cabinet and sub-Cabinet to amplify your budget
message.

FEMA Weekly Update: Due to flooding, you declared major disasters in New York,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia this week. Pennsylvania and West Virginia are now
receiving both Individual Assistance and Public Assistance. New York is receiving only
Individual Assistance at this point, but may receive Public Assistance early next week. Your
meeting with the Pennsylvania delegation had a very positive impact. Secretary Cisneros
will visit Pennsylvania Saturday, and Deputy Secretary Rominger will visit the State
Tuesday. FEMA will have senior level presence in the State each day next week including
Deputy Director Ryland, Monday. James Lee Witt will visit New York Monday, and West
Virginia Tuesday. You are likely to declare major disasters in Ohio and Virginia for
Individual Assistance due to flooding shortly.

FEMA has taken 10,000 calls thus far for flood victims seeking help, and has already set a

record for response time with checks already in the mail by late Wednesday for some
victims.

Additionally, you declared major diasters this week for limited snow removal in Connecticut,
Rhode Island and Massachusetts. James Lee Witt chaired a Washington, D.C. metro area
conference to discuss snow response and coordination. A report is due shortly.
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° Commerce will Release the Following Economic Indicators:

Advance Retail Sales January 30
Quarterly Financial Report - Retail, 3rd Quarter for 1995 January 31

- Housing Vacancies February 1
International Trade ~ February 2.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

° BLS Will Release the Following Economic Statistics that were delayed due to the Federal
Government Shutdown: :
Producer Price Index January 31 (postponed from 1/11)
Consumer Price Index February 1 (postponed from 1/12).
Employment Cost Index February 13 (postponed from 1/30)
Major Collective Bargaining Settlements

in Private Industry February 16 (postponed from 1/30).

Other postponed releases will be rescheduled as soon as possible.

°

America’s Job Bank Usage Increases: There has been a significant increase in the usage of
America’s Job Bank (AJB). America’s Job Bank on the Internet provides job information to
employers and the unemployed beyond the employment service’s local offices. In the past
week alone, AJB usage has increase 19.3 percent to approximately 168,000 "hits" per week.
Point Communications, an independent reviewer of Internet services, named America’s Job
Bank to its Hall of Fame. Magellan, an online directory of Internet sites produced by the
McKinley Group, gave AJB its highest rating -- four stars and PC Magazine included
America’s Job Bank in its list of the top 100 web sites.

Guam, Puerto Rieo and the Virgin Islands will also receive grants

° Garment Enforcement Activities in New York: Four more investigations involving
garment contractors in the New York City area have been successfully concluded. Fines
totaling more than $50,000 have been paid to more than 150 workers.

Cabinet Weekly Summary Report, January 21-27, Page 4



—pdid $428, 74 employees for mi ayrolls durjrdg nine ths in—19935.

° G.I. Bill for America’s Workers: House and Senate conference negotiations on H.R. 1617
and S. 143 have begun. These two bills contain many elements of your G.I. Bill for
- America’s Workers.

° Contracts Covering Petroleum Industry Workers Expire Next Week: On January 31,
340 contracts covering 40,000 petroleum industry workers expire. The workers are
represented by the Qil, Chemical and Atomic Workers International Union. On January 19,
the union rejected a settlement offer advanced by Amoco on behalf of other major producers.
Other major producers involved in the talks include Sun Qil, Chevron, Mobil, Shell, Texaco,
and Ashland. Negotiations are continuing.

NYC Office Bailding Workers Break Off Negotiations with Employers: On Jahyary 20,
after more than 13 hours of*talks, negotiations broke off between the Service Employes
ternational Union (SEIU) and the employer group representing about 1,000 New York City
office buildings. The strike by some~30,000 cléaners, porters, and elevator operators
continyes. The stoppage began on January 4, after the union’s bargaining.committee rejected

a "final™effér from the Realty Advisory Board, the industry group. No new talks are
scheduled.

° AFL-CIO Positions Announced by Sweeney: On January 24, AFL-CIO president John J.
Sweeney announced the following: Arthur Coia, president of the Laborers’ International
Union of North America, will chair the executive council’s organizing committee. Gerald
McEntee, president of AFSCME, will head up the political action committee. Doug Dority,
president of the United Food and Commercial Workers, will chair the public affairs

committee. And Albert Shanker, president of the American Federation of Teachers, will
chair the education committee.

R F- ATI

° Tank Barge Grounding and Oil Spill in Rhode Island: On January 19, the tank barge
North Cape aground off the Rhode Island coast. Approximately 820,000 gallons of heating
fuel spilled into Block Island Sound. This is the largest oil spill in the state’s history and
significantly impacts the coastal ecosystem in the area of the spill. Coast Guard
Commandant Admiral Kramek, Secretary Pena, and Administrator Browner went to Rhode
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DOT Travel Questioned: The House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee chaired
by Rep. Wolf (R-VA) will probably hold a press event at the end of next week to criticize
the DOT’s travel for FY1995. The committee is basing its comments on material provided
by the DOT Inspector General and will focus on DOT officials who, in the committee’s
judgment, traveled excessively. DOT is reviewing travel records to prepare its response.

nifial"Decision of Chrysler-Noncompliance Witl{ Vehjcle Safety Stands d: Inap
release on Jauary 23, the\National Highway Traffic Safety Administration SA)
anndunced its initial decision that more than 91,000 Model Year 1995 Chrysler
Dodge Stratus passenger cans manufactured before May 15, 1995, do nat meet its

andaxd for seat belt anchorage strength. “- a final decision of honcompliance\by the
[LSA Administrator, ther’an order to fecall the<¢ehicles may be made.

Safety Recall of Cose6 Child Seats: Or January 24, the NHTSA annoynced a safety rec?
of 15,378 Dreamrid¢ Ultra infant seats manufactured by Cosco, Inc., of/ Columbus,\OH
because they“dq_nof fest the standard for crash safety.

§6.5"Million in Transi¢ Grants to Philadelphia: Federal Transit dmini‘sn;ator Lintonand 74/
Rep. Foglietta (D-PA) announced the award of \federah\funds for three transit-related projects ﬁ.’,

in the City\of Philadelphia. The first grant of $34,000 is a Livable Communities Initiati Jh, ¥

grant for a plapning study\of the North Philadelphia TranSportation Center. Tha second wid

annoyncement is\an intent to award $3 million in ¢apital fun¥s that will enable the
outheastern Pennsylvania Transportation uthority, (SEPTA) Yo implément the res

p. study and rehabilitate the North Philadelphja station of the Bfoad Street sub

The thixd grant of $3.3\millipn to Philadelphia Will grovide funds fOr the Erie Avenue
Intermodal Terminal Imprevements Project. Fhes

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Fla, e
Administrator Inspects Flood Damage in Several States: On January 22, SBA
Administrator Lader joined FEMA Director Witt, Transportation Secretary Pena, and N
Highway Administrator Slater in a tour of the flood damage in Pennsylvania. On January
23, he travelled with this group to Maryland to survey flood damage in that state.

Rhode Island Declared Disaster: Administrator Lader approved a disaster declaration for

the state of Rhode Island due to the oil spill from the grounded barge North Star that has
devastated the beaches and waterfronts of that state

SBA Disaster Program to Expire: Funding for the SBA Disaster Program is expected to
expire at the end of February or early March. Staff from Congressional, Financial and
Disaster offices met with CJS appropriation subcommittee staff to discuss this issue. Since
the start of FY96, SBA has approved 12,728 new disaster loans for $365.0 million which
resulted in $403.1 million in obligated funds after cancellations, increases, and decreases.
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(HHS) regarding an interpretation of the Multi-Ethnic Placement Act of 1994 (MEPA).
Recent negotiations between MN and HHS have failed to resolve HHS’s assertion that MN is
not in compliance with MEPA and that Federal funds would be terminated under Title VI.

During the coming week, the Civil Rights Division hopes to meet with HHS and the Office
of Legal Counsel to discuss the matter.

Government-will Refrain from filing Ciyil Forfeiture Actions Against Tribes Involyed in
New México Gaming: In Pueblo of Sania Ana v. Kelly)the parties signed 3 stipulatio
setting aside a hearing on a motion for preliminary injunction. The Tribes will withdraw
their mandamus and injunctive relief motjons. In exchange, the government/agreed to refra
frol filing civil forfeiture astions during/the pendency of the actten. The Tribes have also
agreed\npt to block highways, anqd to veluntarily close down their operatiofis if the judge
ultimately finds that the gaming is unlawful.

Solicitor General To Defend Constitutionality of Statute Concerning Indecent Cable
Programming: On or before January 29, DOJ will file a brief on the merits in the Supreme
Court in Denver Area Educational, Inc. v. FCC. The government is defending the
constitutionality of Section 10 of the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition
Act of 1992, which deals with indecent programming on cable television. The provision’s
constitutionality was upheld by the D.C. Circuit sitting en banc.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

CDC Report on Tobacco Use Released: On January 25, the CDC released a new report
summarizing data on tobacco use in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. This is the
first compilation of state-based data on the prevalence of tobacco use, the health impact and
costs associated with tobacco use, tobacco control laws, and tobacco use prevention and
control programs. According to the CDC report, tobacco use remains the leading

preventable cause of death in the United States, causing more than 400,000 deaths each year
at an annual cost of more than $50 billion.

New Hampshire Medicaid Waiver: The Granite State Parntership for Access and
Affordability in Health Care, a statewide section 1115 demonstration proposal, would expand
the cutoff for Medicaid eligibility for pregnant women and children from 170 - 185% of the
Federal poverty level, and extend Medicaid coverage to the uninsured up to 155% of the
Federal poverty level. The plan would also eliminate categorical and asset requirements,
create a public insurance product to provide health care coverage to low income workers,
and provide a broader array of community services for the frail elderly and disabled. The
State submitted a revised proposal June 20, 1995 and met with the Administrator on June 26
to discuss various options for health reform. Based on these discussions, the State has
submitted a new concept paper for reform of its health care system. An issues letter was
sent to the State by HCFA on October 20. HCFA is currently awaiting the State’s response.
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IL Medicaid Demonstration: HCFA is working with the State of Illinois on the final terms
and conditions of Illinois’ section 1115 Medicaid demonstration project, entitled "Illinois
MediPlan Plus." The statewide health care reform demonstration has goals of increasing
access and quality of health care and limiting rising costs through the increased use of
Medicaid managed care. Depending on the outcome of the State’s review of the terms and
conditions, HCFA could approve the demonstration in February.

Record IRS Collections for Delinquent Child Support: In the next few weeks, HHS will
report that a record of over $828 million in delinquent child support was collected from
Federal income tax refunds for tax year 1994. The amount was nearly 18% higher than the

previous year. Over 1.1 million families benefitted from this critical support. As the report
becomes available, HHS will work closely with the White House.

Approval of PA Medicaid State Plan Amendment: HCFA staff met with the State of
Pennsylvania on January 26 to discuss possible settlement of a plan amendment which
provides for the reimbursement of nursing facilities. Although HCFA had disallowed a
related previous amendment, modifications recently made by the State have improved its
chances for approval. Discussions will continue on the previously disapproved waiver.

Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) Payments to be Withheld from AL: Early next
week HCFA will withhold approximately $18 million in DSH funds from the State of
Alabama because of inappropriate managed care arrangements. HCFA has determined that
the managed care arrangement exists only on paper and serves only as a dummy corporation
to use impermissible donations to move DSH money from non-public to public hospitals in
excess of limits imposed by the statute. HCFA is trying to work with the State to identify a

way in which the State can legitimately operate this program within federal guidelines
without a loss in federal financial participation.

Large Volume of Questionable State Medicaid Claims: HCFA'’s routine reviews of fourth
quarter FY 1995 expenditure reports have identified $1.59 billion ($888 million Federal
share) in questionable claims for Federal matching funds from 13 states. HHS assumes most
were filed because the states anticipated new legislation that would use FY 1995 as the base
year and hold states harmless for previously disallowed claims. Virtually all of the $1.59
billion represents claims from 9 states: HI, IL, MA, MI, NH, NC, OH, TN, and DC. The
balance was submitted by AK, MN, NE and WI following standard practice, HCFA will

defer payment of these claims until the states in question submit documentation adequate to
support the expenditures.

New Surgery Guide Encourages Consume . Optlons A new brochuteno be

released in the nexweekt A and Research will encourage
consumers to learn more about the risks and beneﬁts of elective-Surge and to help them
make myre informed decisions in nsultano with their doctors. One : feans _has

surgery every year, according to the pnal Center for Health Statistics:
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New Member of President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports: On February 8§,
Secretary Shalala will swear in former Buffalo Bill’s quarterback, Jim Kelly, as the newest
member of the President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports.

Milk Hormone: This week, the media reported on a purparted "new study” that concludes
that milk from dairy cows injected with a hormone known as recombinant Bovine
Somatotropin (RBST), used to stimulate milk production, contains increased levels of an
insulin-like growth factor that causes an increased risk of breast and colon cancers in
humans. FDA and other prominent health organizations consider the study, which is actually
a compilation of previously released information, to be inaccurate and FDA stands by its
earlier statements that the drug is safe and poses no significant health risk.

OIG Issues Draft Report on Improper Medicare Payments: On January 23, the Office of
the Inspector General issued a draft audit report identifying $21.1 million in potential
improper billings and subsequent payments for nonphysician outpatient services rendered
within the diagnosis-related group (DRG) payment window for the period of January 1992
through December 1993. As a result of prior OIG reviews on this subject, HCFA has
recovered over $100 million in improper payments. The OIG has a joint project underway
with the Department of Justice to recover overpayments, assess penalties and interest, ensure
refunds of coinsurance overpayments to beneficiaries, and take measures to help ensure
hospitals have the necessary systems in place to curtail this situation. Coordination with DOJ

is expected to result in recoveries in excess of $200 million, which includes the amount
identified in this draft report.

Los Alamos Computers to Help Hunt for Medicare Fraud: This week, HHS signed an
agreement with Los Alamos National Laboratory to allow the use the laboratory’s
supercomputers to help identify perpetrators of Medicare fraud. Under a 2-year, $6 million
contract with the HCFA, Los Alamos will use modermn computer techniques to analyze

Medicare transactions. Los Alamos also will recommend improvements that should reduce
fraud and payment mistakes.

Press Inquiries: The New York Times is preparing a story about the "political pressures of
policymaking in an election year." Elaine Sciolino interviewed Secretary Shalala for the
piece, in addition to Secretaries Reich and Riley. These three Cabinet members have been

working closely with the White House Press Office and the public affairs staff at HUD and
Labor to ensure that they articulate a consistent message.
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VA Governor Approves Controversial Lending Policy: This past week, under the

leadership of Governor George Allen, the Board of Directors of the VA Housing

Development Authority (VHDA) voted to exclude all unmarried couples (straight, as well as

gay and lesbian) from seeking FHA-insured loans for homeownership. The Board essentially
limited the state’s FHA borrowers to the stricter definition of "families" rather than to the
broader term "households.”" A Democratic appointee to the Board has asked HUD to

determine whether this new policy violates the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, which prohibits
discrimination based on marital status. If so, VA may be barred from participating in the

FHA loan program. VHDA asserts that the policy complies with all fair lending laws %)

Secretary Tours Flood-Ravaged Pennsylvania: On January 27, Secretary Cisneros will \YQCD'V“IQ
tour flood-damaged areas in Pennsylvania with Rep. Paul Kanjorski and FEMA officials.

Pending OMB approval, HUD may announce nearly $1 million in disaster relief funds fo
Shickshinny Borough and Hanover Township in the Wilkes-Barre area.

HUD Foreclosur¢ on Property: On January 22, HUD nofified the~qwner of Lake/Grove
Villages, the site pf the January 18 fire that killed 4, that D had begup foreclogure
proceedings on the eight-buildingapartment complex. The owners have bésq in financial
default for several years and had a long history of building code violations. Ibwas only
coingidental that the foreclosure notice came after the fire, Local HUD officials have
already\identified and met with another private management firm to discuss the posstble
transfer of owrlership of the development.

HUD May Take Control of Housing Authority of New Orleans Next Week: D may
assume control of the troubled Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO) as early as
January 29. Secretary Cisneros mets with Mayor Morial on January 26. HUD is prepared
to declare HANO and the City in breach of its contract with HUD to resolve management
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deficiencies at the housing authority. HUD is currently working with the Mayor on a new
agreement which will give him an opportunity to play a role in the federal efforts to stabilize
the housing authority. HUD intends to assume management of HANO with the full
cooperation of Mayor Morial. The declaration of breach includes a dissolution of the current
Board members of the housing authority and installation of a management team composed of
HUD staff and outside experts. HUD briefed the New Orleans Congressional delegation in
late December on this matter and will give them proper prior notification.

° Reintroduction of Wolves in Yellowstone: This week, thirty additional wolves were
reintroduced to Yellowstone National Park and central Idaho’s national forests. The
reintroductions continue to generate press but the Department is trying to keep the events
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low key to emphasize that the reintroduction of wolves should not be viewed as an unusual
event. USDA'’s Forest Service is cooperating with the Department of the Interior Fish and
Wildlife Service in the transportation and release of wolves into the areas. Yesterday’s

Denver Post had an article about the wolves reintroduction entitled “"Wolf Project 96 a
howling success".

F_AGRI

o Farm Bill Update: On January 23, Secretary Glickman called a meeting with a bi-partisan
group of House and Senate Members to discuss lack of consensus on farm bill legislation.
By law, the Secretary must implement the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1949, which will
be both expensive and difficult to administer, unless Congress passes a farm bill. House and
Senate Agriculture Committee Chairmen Roberts and Lugar, Reps. de la Garza and
Stenholm,and Sens. Dole Daschle attended the meeting. Chairman Roberts today said that he
intends to mark up the Freedom to Farm Act on January 30. The Secretary is optimistic that
by working with House Committee Democrats, we can work to ensure that the legislation
includes provisions closer to the Administration’s positions.

® Upcoming Trip to Asia: On January 25-February 3, Secretary Glickman will travel to
India, China, and Korea to discuss trade issues with various government officials. In India,
among other things, he will meet with senior officers of the Ministry of Agriculture for the
signing of a memorandum of understanding on agricultural exchanges and tour Punjab
Agricultural University and several small farms. The Secretary will tour a typical market
place or open a market promotion event in China. He will also host a lunch for importers of
U.S. agriculture and food commodities. While in Korea, Secretary Glickman will meet with

bulk commodity trade representatives. The traveling party includes only five people who will
be using commercial airlines.

° Forest Plan: A strategy team is being orgdnized\in the Pacific Northwest to implement
eqondmic objectives of ysur Forest Plan byl allowing states a greater rple in the
Jobs-in-the-Woads program.\ Final team selection is expected by the end of Januaxy.

Representatiyes involved in theé\process will|hold status visits with White House and\federg

agency officials during the week of Februagy 19-23. Secretary Glickfnan is planning atrp to
Lr;e Pacific Northwest for the end ofNFebrn

° Travel Inquiry: GSA informed USDA that the House Government Reform and Oversight
Committee is conducting an inquiry into Executive Branch travel. The Committee has
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requested copies of all senior federal travel reports and other information related to
compliance with your February 1993 Executive Order regarding use of government aircraft.

Government Overturned In Rescissions Act Timber Case: District Court Judge Hogan
(Oregon) rejected the government’s interpretation of the 1995 Rescissions Act, potentially
forcing the Forest Service to release 57 timber sales totalling 230.56 million board feet, and
the Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management to release two timber sales in
Oregon and Washington, totalling 10 million board feet. While the Rescissions Act allows
the sales to be withheld if an endangered or threatened bird is "known to be nesting” in the
timber sale unit, Judge Hogan rejected the government’s approach of using a scientific
protocol that infers nesting in a timber sale unit if a bird was observed flying into a nearby
stand. Judge Hogan held these sales could only be withheld under the Rescissions Act if the
agencies had direct observation or evidence of current nesting within the boundaries of the
timber sale. The January 19 decision in NFRC v. Glickman is the fifth time Judge Hogan
has rejected the government’s interpretation of Section 2001(k) of the Rescissions Act, and
two of his previous decisions are on appeal to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. The
Department of Justice is also planning to appeal this decision. Judge Hogan has granted a 60
day stay during which the government need not release any timber sales.

Demonstration Expected During Rocky Timber Sale Logging: Logging activities are
expected to begin next week on the Rocky Timber Sale on the Olympic National Forest
(Washington) and Forest Service personnel anticipate a number of controversial
demonstrations by environmental groups over the Rescissions Act (Section 318 timber sale).
The agency is operating under the law and has explored alternatives and made modifications
to the sale. Representative Dicks was interested in seeing a federal buyout of this sale, but
efforts to buyout the sale were not successful. The Umpqua National Forest (Oregon) was
the site of a demonstration last week by 200 people concerned about the Rescissions Act.

Rainbow Family To Gather In Southern Region: The communal grgup~Rainbow Fanfil}xis
planning a regional gathering in Florida sofnetime inynid-February to fest the
dpnstitutionality of the.non-commercial gfoup use regulation, which bg¢came effective on
September 29, 1995. It\s likely the group will not obtain\a permit a§ required ungder thgse
reg\latians. If the group dees not find a suitable site in Flokda, it may move to Georgig.
The Xegional gathering has takeq placg/on the Ocala National Fagesy/in recent years. \Fgrest
Servicevofficials are working closély with other federz i
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series pf trade-testrictive moves by countries in the region in response to™Eruit fly detections.

duador has required fumigation for California produce since December 1993, and Argentina
has\banned all Califorpia produce ‘since October\]995. On January 24, Secretary Glickman
disctissed the issue witih\Colombials Ambassador to the United States. He called Celombian
authokities and, we underdtand, was able to work out\a solutiory that will enable U.S. fru
from tie Pacific Northwest to.be imported.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

review its suc

nuclear wea

acquisitions

of Energy and
for.

grial has beep used

R

ense’s inventory of plutonium and\discuss what that ma

° New York Times Travel Story: The New York Times is planning to write a negative story
on Secretary O’Leary’s travel in Sunday’s edition.

® Hearing on Department Travel Cancelled: The House Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations of the Commerce Committee cancelled the hearing scheduled for January 25.
They stated that the Department of Energy has not been cooperative in providing them with
the documents with effective oversight. Secretary O’Leary does not believe this to be the
case. The Department of Energy has provided the Committee with over 20,000 pages of

documents on the trips that they have sought information on. The hearing has not been
rescheduled yet.

1.
$10 Millien Grant to Metrdpolitan'Denver Region: S'week, the Departme ta therized f:;kp
$10 ion nding for the National €onversion Pilgt Projest. This project uty
displaceéd workers.from the Rocky Flats Site, a former |nuclear weapons production facility TX
to xaanpfacture waste~containers from recycled~scrap metals used in\the weapons productio ‘?
process.

° News Story on Nuclear Weapons Containers: ABC News may broadcast a story on the

evening news next week on the production of Transportation Safe Nuclear Weapons
Containers. During the previous administration, the Department spent $23.5 million on a
program to develop and produce accident-safe containers for Air Force nuclear weapons, in
spite of the fact that the Air Force did not want to use them. An additional $5 million was
authorized for this program in 1993.
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