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Talking Points for Todd Stern 
Advisory Committee for Trade Policy and Negotiations (ACTPN) 
September 25, 1997 
12:00 - 12:15 

Background: You will be speaking to a group that includes the CEOs of more than 20 major 
corporations (latest RSVP list attached). None of the more environmentally inclined members of 
the Committee are expected to be present. You will be introduced by Mayor Susan Hammer of 
San Jose, California, who is the Committee's Chairperson. You should speak for no more than 
5-10 minutes. Donald Fites, CEO of Caterpillar Corp., was apparently the one who pushed for 
climate change to be on the agenda. He will speak briefly afler you are through. It sounds as if 
he may focus on the Byrd Resolution. {You should know that Caterpillar was the leading 
industry advocate for the U.S. to support the Three Gorges Dam project in China (with loans 
that would have allowed U.S. companies to participate in its construction). We chose not to do 
so for environmental reasons. Don't be surprised if Fites makes a pitch something like, "i f the 
Administration really cared about climate change, it would have supported the largest 
renewable energy project in the world and in so doing created thousands of American jobs.") 

• Thank you all for the opportunity to take a few minutes to bring you up to speed on the 
Administration's activities related to global climate change. This issue is a high priority 
for the President and is getting a lot of attention in the Administration currently. 

• As most of you are probably aware, we are in the midst of a policy process aimed at 
developing a U.S. position for the Kyoto Climate Conference this December, at which the 
world's nations are hoping to conclude a new agreement on greenhouse gas emission 
reductions. 

• The policy process is being run out of the White House by Gene Sperling and Dan 
Tarullo of the National Economic Council and Katie McGinty of CEQ. While you all 
may have a number of questions about where we stand on specific issues, I'm probably 
not your best resource. 

• As the person running the public outreach effort on global climate change, I can tell you 
that we are doing our best to solicit the advice of as many interests as possible on how to 
move forward productively. The President has personally met with industry leaders, 
scientific experts, environmentalists and others on this issue. Members of the Cabinet are 
traveling around the country and raising climate change with a variety of interested 
parties. And I can tell you that from the churches to the car companies, I've heard from an 
awful lot of voices myself. 

• The highlight of this effort will be the White House Conference on Climate Change 
which is coming up a week from Monday. Our goals for the Conference are to improve 
the basic understanding of climate change among the American people and to explore the 
technological, international, and economic aspects that would inevitably be a part of any 
sensible response. 

9 
4 

• 



• We recognize that a number of you have real and legitimate concerns about a range of the 
issues involved here -- whether it is the level of target and timetable we choose, the 
mechanisms for getting there, the role of developing countries, or the issue of early credit. 
While I cannot tell you where we will ultimately wind up on any of these points, I assure 
you that we remain interested in your constructive input. 

• The President has laid down several principles that set the parameters for any policy we 
develop, and these principles remain unchanged. We are committed to binding emissions 
targets, because we feel they represent the best way to ensure that countries live up to the 
commitments they make. We are committed to flexible implementation mechanisms, 
including international emissions trading and joint implementation. And we are 
committed to a global response that includes meaningful, equitable obligations from all 
countries. 

O Given the focus of this Committee -- not to mention the highly visible advertisement now 
running on television -- let me just say an additional word on the developing country 
issue. It has never been the intention of the United States to sign a treaty that would 
exempt developing countries from meaningful obligations to address climate change. 
Over the course of the last year, we have been the leading international voice calling for a 
global response. And when we announce our policy later this fall, you can count on a 
more specific elaboration of what we feel are appropriate developing country obligations. 

• I don't want to add much more other than to give you a brief schedule of the upcoming 
events. As I mentioned, the White House Conference takes place a week from Monday 
here in Washington. The fmal international negotiating session prior to Kyoto will occur 
in Bonn, Germany from October 20-31. And then the Kyoto Conference comes along the 
first two weeks of December. The Administration is likely to announced a detailed U.S. 
policy position sometime around the Bonn meeting. 



ACTPN Meeting 
Carlton Hotel 

Chandelier Room 
Thursday, September 25, 1997 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. • 

CAN ATTEND: 
Lester M. Alberthal 
George Ariyoshi . 

Curtis H.-Barnette 
'James Camerlo 
John Chambers 
Robert J. Eaton 
Walter Y. Elisha 
'George M. C. Fisher 
Donald V. Fites 
Ralph J. Gerson 
Maurice R. Greenberg 
Mayor Susan Hammer 
D. George Harris 
Rhoda Karpatkin 
N. David Leak 
Jack J. Valenti 
Jeanette Sarkisian Wagner 
Terry K. Watanabe  

Electronic Data Systems Corporation 
Watanabe, Ing & Kawashima 
RB International 
Bethlehem Steel Corporation 
National Milk Producers 

• 

Cisco Systems 
Chrysler Corporation 
Springs Industries 
Eastman Kodak Company 
Caterpillar, Inc. 
Guardian International Corporation 
American International Group 
City of San Jose 
Harris Chemical Group 
Consumer's Union of the United States, Inc. 
Pain Net Education, Inc. 
Motion Picture Association of America, Inc. 
EstEe Lauder International, Inc. 
Oriental Trading Company 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Talking Points for Todd Stern 
Rosenzweig Event 
October 14, 1997 

-(// 
(Y) 

i 

• Thank you all for the invitation to be here this evening. 

• Many of you were at last week's White House 
conference and let me in particular say how successful I 
thought that event was. Even in the few months that I 
have been working on tins issue, I think there has been a 
positive change in the way people are thinking and 
talking about it. That was reflected at the Conference, 
and i feel the Administration gained a good deal from 
listening to the range of views expressed. 

• As for other issues, I have to be honest in saying that I 
probably don't have an awful lot to tell you that will 
come as news. 

• As you know, the Admin.stration continues its process 
aimed at developing a U. 3. proposal for Kyoto. I 
anticipate that there is a t;ood chance that we will be 
ready to announce our position at some point during the 
negotiations which commence in Bonn next week. 

• While no final decisions Lave yet been made, we are 
making progress in zeroing in on the key elements of a 
policy position. Unforturately, I can't elaborate on the 
specifics very much. 

• You all heard the President when he outlined the four 
principles that will underpin our position, and those 
haven't changed. 



We believe the science is solid and justifies responsible 
action. 

We believe the U.S. must be prepared to commit to R-k,  \ ‘ < i—

binding targets and timetables for emissions reductions. 

We believe flexibility of implementation is key. And let 

me be clear. We are continuing to push strongly for 
international emissions trading and joint implementation. 

And lastly, we believe developing countries must play a 
meaningful role. 

There are, of course, other issues floating around. 

I know many of you are very much interested in the 
issue of early credit. As you heard from the Vice 
President, we're very interested in finding a good way to 
do it. 

Technology will also be a key component of any policy 
we announce. I applaud you for your work in thinking 
about a technology strategy to answer the challenge of 
climate change and hope we can find ways of working 
together in this regard as well. \ 

— 1 1-_11-,„ -tak, 
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Talking Points for Todd Stern 
September 11, 1997 
Opinion Leaders Presentation 

• This afternoon you will hear presentations on the science of climate change, the impacts of 
climate change, and the possible solutions for climate change, or to put it another way: 
what is it? why should I care? and what can we do about it? 

• One fundamental point to recognize about climate change is that it is a truly global issue. 
All countries emit the gases that cause the problem. 

• Recognizing this, over 150 nations, including the U.S., signed the Framework Convention 
on Climate Change in 1992. This Convention's goal is ultimately to stabilize the 
concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere at a level that prevents dangerous 
human interference with the climate system. 

• Achieving this goal is something that cannot be accomplished overnight and requires a 
series of steps. 

• The first step, which was agreed to in 1992, obligated all countries to begin taking actions 
to mitigate their emissions of greenhouse gases. It also contained the specific aim for 
industrialized nations of limiting their emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2000. 

0 In 1995, the Parties to the Convention met again to begin negotiating the second step 
which would kick in after the year 2000. Recognizing the increasingly serious scientific 
evidence on the nature of the problem and also the fact that many countries would not 
meet the first agreed step, it was concluded that more needed to be done. 

• This negotiation -- Phase 2, if you will -- is scheduled to conclude this December in Japan 
with an agreement to limit emissions after the year 2000. President Clinton is committed 
to developing a U.S. policy that both protects the environment and ensures continued 
economic growth. 

• While the specific policy is still being decided, you will hear today about the broad 
principles that we are using to guide us. 

• I hope this leaves you convinced that climate change is a serious issue that demands our 
attention and that you will join us in trying to communicate this message to the American 
public. Furthermore, as we continue thinking about and developing sensible policies, we 



welcome your participation. 
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