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MEMORANDUM 

TO: MR. TODD STERN, WH1TE HOUSE 

FROM: KELLY SIMS, SCIENCE POLICY DIRECTOR KA/ 
‘ 

SUBJECT: SIX MONTH STRATEGY 

DATE: JULY 8, 1997 

Following are some ideas that would help to establish a public consituency on climate 
change for the Clinton Administration. It is, quite simply, a public relations campaign. The 
general public still thinks there is a debate about the science and they still confuse global 
warming with ozone depletion. 

We would broadly recommend that you go local. We have gotten the most traction in US 
coastal areas (sea-level rise). The President needs to speak about this regularly. You need to 
continue to send the message that climate change is underway and that the science is clear. 
You need to convince the American public that by exercising leadership, the US will gain 
financially through increased exports and more jobs. 

We would recommend that you start by re-establishing the science on this issue. 2,500 
scientists just recommended immediate reductions in greenhouse gases. 30 of them are 
National Academy of Science members. They could be invited to an event with the 
President. 

We've brainstormed an "action" list for each of the Cabinet members. I hope this is helpful. 

Babbitt: Emphasize the impacts of climate change on national parks and US 
territories (mostly island states) 

Cohen: Chair an interagency task force on oil dependency. For the first time, the US 
has gone above the 50% mark since the 1970's in oil imports. Reducing our 
dependency on foreign oil makes sense from a national security perspective 
as well as encouraging energy conservation and promotion of renewables. 
Would suggest involving State, CIA, DOE, Treasury, Commerce and 
Veterans Affairs. Also, do an energy audit of the Pentagon. 

Ozone Action 
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Albright: Needs to deliver a major address on climate. Has not done this yet. Could 
also try to negotiate a voluntary commitment from developing countries at a 
high level. Good photo opportunities as you implement the billion dollar in 
AID projects that President Clinton announced. 

CEA/NEC: Develop an estimate of the financial costs of climate change itself. The 
interagency economic analysis has not been a true cost/benefit analysis to 
date. 

Herman: Devise and present an economic justice package for coal miners. This needs 
to be done soon. 

Daley: Work to improve our export markets for renewable energy (India is now #2 
in wind energy exports) via trade missions, benchmarks for percentages of 
exports and collaboration with those industries who stand to gain 
substantially from reducing carbon emissions (natural gas, buildings sector, 
renewables, etc.) Emphasize the job creation potential. 

Pena: Launch a "Race for the Sun" initiative with a challenge to our national labs to 
innovate for the 21' century a less energy intensive economy. 

Browner: Host a conference of state environmental commissioners on climate change. 
Several states have now developed "action plans" like Oregon and 
Massachusetts. Should highlight the success and challenge the laggards. 

Rubin: Meet with the top reinsurance CEOs from Europe and the United States. 
Have Frank Nutter from the Reinsurance Association of America organize 
this. 

Shalala: Highlight the health effects of climate change: prepare a new set of standards 
for what to do in the event of a heat wave or outbreak of vector-borne 
disease. Maybe attend a 911 training session. 

Riley: Develop standards for educational materials in classrooms (in reference to 
Joby Warrick's article in the WAPO on how oil companies think teachers are 
"environmentally biased"). 

Glickman: Visit drought-stricken (or flooded) crops and talk about climate change the 
next time either event happens. Work on urging a precautionary approach 
with the farming community— an "insurance policy". 
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President Bill Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 - 

The accoxnpanying letter comes from a group of ecologists frozn around the 
country who have studied the potential impacts of global change on biotic 
systems, many of whom are the leading intcrnational cxpert on a 
particular dimension of this problem. As you will read they all have deep 
concerns about the ecological conscquences of rapid climatic change. The 
letter calls for a "prudent course" that would "limit climate change to the 
lowest rates feasible given em1ssions that have already occurred". 

Sincerely yours, 

• 

. 

Harold Mooney 
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May 21, 1997 
• 

President Bill Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

• 

Dear President Clinton; 

Ecologists' Statement on the Consequences of Rapid Climatic Change 

Climate change driven by emissions of greenhouse gases is projected 
to occur at a very rapid rate, significantly 'faster, on a sustained . global 
basis, than rates of climatic change during the past 10,000 years (1). Rapid 
climate change coupled with pollution, habitat fragmentation and habitat 
loss may lead to the decline and disappearance of many plant and animal 
communities that might otherwise survive a future climate that is 
relatively stable but warmer. 

We believe that this situation constitutes a dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate system, one that may not "allow ecosystems 
to adapt naturally to climate change" as is called for in the Framework 
Convention on . Climate Change (1992). Accordingly, we bclieve that the 
prudent course would be to limit climate change to the lowest rates 
feasible given emissions that have already occurred. These correspond to 
global rates of warming of no more than 1 degree C per century. 

Much of the current debate over liiniting global climate change has 
focused on targets for stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations many 
decades in the futurc. However from an ecological standpoint, it is the 
rapid rate as well as the total magnitude of climate change projected to 
occur that is pertinent to the future well-being of plant and animal 
communities and to the continuous availability of goods and services they 
provide to our society. Global mean temperature could increase by as much 
as 1-3.5 degrees C (2-6 degrees F), over the next 100 years. At higher 
latitudes, which include large portions of the Unitod States, temperature 
increases could be much greater. 
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Rapid climate change is more dangerous to plant and animal 
communities than gradual climate change even if the total amount of 

. change that eventually occurs is exactly the same. • 
During rapid climate change, disturbances like fires, floods, erosion, 

droughts, storms, pests and pathogen outbreaks 'may increase with adverse 
. effects on ecosystem functions as important as water supply, soil fertility 

and carbon sequestration. After disturbance, aggressive, 'weedy' species, 
including exotics that outcornpete native vegetation, may come to dominate 
these areas. In some US temperate forests, rapid climate change could lead 
to widespread tree mortality, wildfires and replacement of the forests by 
grasslands. Species that .are long-lived, rare, or endangered will be 
severely disadvantaged. • 

In an increasingly developed world, there .are fewer and fewer.  .area: 
available in which native trees and plants can grow. Cities, highways, 
agricultural fields and other human activities limit available habitat and 
create barriers to the migration of plants and animals. In fact, many • 
natural areas now can be considered 'islands' in a sea of developed land. 
Protectcd areas like national parks and forests were established with 
current climates in mind. Rapid climate shifts may reduce appropriate 
native habitats within protected areas while development outside the 
boundaries of the protected areas would make much of the neighboring 
new habitat unavailable and limit corridors for species to migrate to 
suitable new habitats. It would be difficult to imagine, for example, how 
the imperiled species of Everglades National Park, such as the Cape Sable 
Sparrow and American Crocodile, could migrate north into the urban and 
agricultural landscapes of coastal and central Florida and successfully re-
establish themselves. Overall, climate change, in combination with existing 
anthropogenic habitat disruption and loss, could lead to steep declines in 
worldwide biodiversity. 

Furthermore, conditions for plant and animal communities are 
considerably less hospitable now than, prior to the industrial revolution. In 
inany cases, plant and animal populations are less healthy and ecosystems 
less resilient to further disturbance due to environmental stress from 
human-made pollutants and habitat degradation. These stresses rnay 
reduce significantly an individual's or ecosystem's ability to cope 
successfully with climate change. , 

Climate change may also result in rapid sea level rise. Rapid sea 
level rise causes beach erosion and threatens coastal marshes and 
mangrove forests. While many of these coastal natural areas have kept 
pace with historic rates of sea level rise, faster rates may lead to 
inundation of marshes and mangroves more rapidly than new wetlands 
can form. Onshore human development will further hamper new 
establishment of coastal natural areas. Loss of habitat for a substantial 
number of species of birds, fish, shellfish, microorganisms and animals 
could result. Marshes and mangroves also protect shorelines from storms 
and high tides and act as filters for pollutants such as sewage and . other 
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effluents. Their loss would lead to liicreased erosion and degradation of 
onshore human development. 

It is difficult to quantify precisely the response of a particular • 
species or group of species to climate change. Because there are only 

sparse records of this type of rapid clithate change available, we have little 

to guide our estimations. Scientists do know the following. Climate 
determines the distributions of rnany species. Significant climate change 
has in the past and will in the future require many species to shift their 
ranges. Species vary in their ability and opportunities to adapt or migrate. 
The rate of projected change is enough to threaten seriously the survival of 
many species. Pollution and human alteration of the landscape have 
reduced considerably the ability of plant and animal communities to 
adjust to rapid climate change. Ecosystems will experience a rate of 
sustained climate change that is unusually rapid and, for many\ areas, 
unprecedented during the past 10,000 years. The more rapid that rate, 
the more vulnerable to damage ecosrtems will be. 

We are perforniing a global experiment on our natural ecosystems 
for which we have little information to guide us. While plant and animal 
communities rnay be able to eventually adapt to a stable climate system 
that is warmer than the existing one, many species may not be able to 
survive a rapid transition to that new climate. The prudent course would 
be to limit climate change to the lowest rates feasible given current 
atmospheric accumulations of greenhouse 'gases. These correspond to 
global rates of warming of no more than 1 degree C per century. 

(1) Climate Change 1995 - Impacts, Adaptations and Mitigation of Climate 
Change: Scientific-Technical Analyses. Contribution of Working Group II to 
the Second Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Editors R.T. Watson, M.C. Zinyowera, R.H. Moss. Ca:abridge 
University Press, p. 21.  

cc: 
Vice President A1 Gore 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20500 

Secretary Madeleine Korbel Albright 
Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20521 

Under Secretary Timothy E. Wirth 
Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20521 
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Secretary Dan Glickman 
Department of Agriculture • 

200-A Whitten Bldg. • 

1400 Independence Ave. SW • 

. . 
• • 

.Washington, DC 20250 • 

• 

• 
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Secretary Federico Pefia 
U.S. Department of Energy, Headquarters 
Forrestal Bldg. 
1000 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington, DC 20585 • 

• Secretary Bruce Babbit 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

• 

• 

Ms. Carol M. Browner 
Administrator 

• 

United- States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dr. D. James Baker 
Administrator 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
14th and Constitution Ave. NW. 
Washington, DC 20230 
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Signatories of Ecologists' Statement 
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Dr. Fakhri Bazzaz 
• 

H.H. Timken Professor of Science 
Biological Laboratories 
16 Divinity Ave. 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

Dr. Janine Bloomfield 
Environmental Defense Fund 
257 Park Ave. S 
New York, NY 10010 

• 

. • Vs , ' " t r , t•••• . 

.51:;;:177.ZJ-t*thAttl.*i4-1Ati4am:Lt•; 
• 

• 

• 



• • • 

• a _ •• • . • . , - 1 L 
• 

• , , 

F.S.CbBP 
DCPB Ct0?I=8BareBiOIOBY 
UYOIN70{CafOB 
BOIkCIOY,CA94720 

n 
• 

• 

Dr. James Clark 
• 

Department of Botany 8t Division of Earth Sciences • 

and Quaternary Ecology and Earth Surface Transformations 
Duke University 
Durham, NC 27708 

Dr. Margaret B. Davis*,0 
Regents' Professor of Ecology, . 

• 

Department of Ecology, Evolution and Behavior, University of Minnesota, 
Saint Paul, MN 55108 

• 

Dr. Paul Ehrlich* 
Bing Professor of Population Studies 
and Professor of Biological Sciences 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 94305 

• 

Dr. Christopher Field 
Departinent of Plant Biology 
Carnegie Institution of Washington 
290 Panania Street 
Stanford, CA 94305 

Dr. Jerry F. Franklin# 
Professor of Ecosystem Analysis 
College of Forest Resources 
University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 98195 
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• 

Dr. Diana Wall Freckman, Director and Professor 
Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory, 
Associate Dean, College of Natural Resources 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, CO 80523 

• • 

Dr. Gene Laens*,0 
Director and President, Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
P.O. Box AB 
Millbrook, NY 12545 
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Dr. Jane Lubchenco*,# 
• 

Wayne and Gladys Valley Professor of Marine Biology • 

' . Department of Zoology, Cordley 3029 • 
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Oregon State University  
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Dr. Harold Mooney*,# 
Paul S. Achilles Professor of Environmental Biology 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 94305 

• 

Dr. Louis F. Pitelka, Director and Professor 
Appalachian Environmental Laboratory 
Center for Environmental & Estuarine Studies 
Gunter Hall  
Frostburg, MD 21532 

Dr. David S. Schimel 
University Center for Atmospheric Research .. 
Climate System Modcling Program 
P.O. Box 3000 
Boulder, CO 80307 

William H. Schlesinger 
J.ames B. Duke Professor 
Department of Botany 
Duke University 
Durham, NC 27708-0340 
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Dr. Steve Schneider 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 94305 
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Dr. Herman H. Shugart 
W.W. Corcoran Professor and Director, Global Environmental Change 
Pro gr am 
Department of Environmental Sciences 
University of Virginia . 

Charlottesville, VA 22901 
• 

• 

Dr. Boyd Strain 
Professor of Botany 
Duke University 
Durham, NC 27708-0340. 

Dr. G. David Tilman • 

Distinguished McKnight University Professor and 
• 

Director, Cedar Creek Natural History Area, 
University of Minnesota . 
St. Paul, MN 55108 • 

Dr. Peter Vitousek* 
Clifford G. Morrison Professor in Population and Resource Studies 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 94305 • 

*, Mexnber, National Academy of Sciences 
#, Past President, Ecological Society of America 
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Ecologists Warn Clinton On Warming 
They want action to curb emissions 

Elliot Diringer, Chronicle Staff Writer 

Twenty-one leading ecologists, warning that rapid climate change could wipe out 
countless species, are calling on President Clinton to back swift action to curb 
emissions contributing to global warming. Stanford biologist Harold Mooney was 
the driving force behind the letter, in which the scientists urge a goal of limiting 
increases in global temperature to no more than 1 degree Celsius -- 2 degrees 
Fahrenheit -- every 100 years. "We are performing a global experiment on our 
natural ecosystems for which we have little information to guide us," the ecologists 
wrote. "While plant and animal species may be able to eventually adapt to a stable 
climate system that is warmer than the existing one, many species may not be able 
to survive a rapid transition to that new climate." Atmospheric scientists project that 
increases in carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases produced by fossil fuel 
burning and other human activities will nudge up global temperatures from 1 to 3.5 
degrees Celsius (2 to 6 degrees Fahrenheit) by the year 2100. The letter, sent to the 
president Wednesday, comes as the administration prepares for the latest round of 
negotiations to establish new targets for emissions reductions. A 1992 treaty calls 
on industrialized countries to reduce emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2000, but 
few nations will meet the target. A new agreement setting targets beyond the year 

• 2000 is to be signed later this year in Japan. The United States favors establishing 
• binding targets but so far has proposed no specific numbers. Some nations are 

calling for modest or significant reductions, but others advocate allowing emissions 
to continue rising. The ecologists note in their letter that from a biological 
standpoint, the pace of climate change may be far more critical than its ultimate 
magnitude. They warn that at present emission rates, the planet is likely to heat 
faster than at any time in the past 10,000 years. Apart from increased drought, • 

flooding and disease, they say, such rapid change — could lead to steep declines in 
worldwide biodiversity." The scientists project that weakened forests would give 
way to grasslands, that parks and preserves could no longer protect endangered 
species and that marshes that serve as vital nurseries for marine life would be wiped 
out. Administration officials could not be reached for comment on the letter, which 
was signed also by biologists Paul Ehrlich, Steve Schneider and Peter Vitousek of 
Stanford. 
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January 21, 1997 

President Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to you as physicians and health professionals concerned about the potentially 
devastating and possibly irreversible effects of climate change on human health and the 
environment. We urge you to take prompt and effective actions -- both domestically and 
internationally -- to achieve significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 

There is mounting evidence that climate change, of the scale currently projected, would have 
pervasive adverse impacts on human health and result in significant loss of life. Potential 
impacts include increased mortality and illness due to heat stress and worsened air pollution, 
and increased incidence of vector-borne infectious diseases such as malaria, schistosomiasis 
and dengue, diseases related to water supply and sanitation, and food-borne illnesses. 
Expanding populations of pest species, impaired food production and nutrition, and extreme 
weather events such as floods, droughts, forest fires and windstorms would pose additional 
risks to human health. Infants, children and other vulnerable populations -- especially in 
already-stressed regions of the world -- would likely suffer disproportionately from these 
impacts. 

As individuals trained in medicine and science, we strongly support the credibility and 
integrity of the Second Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), released in December 1995. This report concludes for the first time that observed 
changes in climate are not simply the result of natural variability, but that "the balance of 
evidence suggests a discernible human influence on global climate." The weight of the 
evidence and scientific consensus are sufficient to warrant immediate action. 

As public health professionais who believe firmly in the wisdom of preventive action, we 
endorse strong policy measures to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere 
at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system, 
as called for in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Taking steps 
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now to prevent disease, illness, and injury will not only diminish the potential for wide-
spread human suffering but reduce the high costs of treating illnesses which might have been 
avoided. 

As citizens of the United States, we understand that our nation has the highest total C02 
emissions in the world and the highest per capita emissions of any major industrialized 
country. We recognize an obligation and opportunity for the U.S. to assume leadership in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. U.S. leadership would lend credibility to international 
negotiations and help build support for the measures necessary to address climate change on 
a global scale. 

We commend the Administration for its recently announced commitment to negotiate an 
internationally binding and verifiable agreement establishing targets and timetables for 
meaningful reductions in emissions of C02  and other greenhouse gases. We strongly support 
this position and ask you to ensure that the United States plays a leadership role in moving 
the international community toward this objective by the end of 1997. 

At the same time, we urge you to take immediate action domestically to advance policies 
designed to increase efficiency in the use and production of energy in the United States, and 
to accelerate the development and transfer of energy-saving and renewable energy 
technologies worldwide. Numerous studies, including IPCC's Second Assessment, conclude 
that such policies can achieve significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions at little or 
no cost. 

Mr. President, the time has come to act. The science is credible, and the potential impacts 
profound. Prudence -- and a commitment to act responsibly on behalf of the world's 
children and all future generations -- dictate a prompt and effective response to climate 
change. We urge you to make this a top priority of your Administration as we move toward 
the 21st century. 

Sincerely, 

1464j7f / 92/ 441, 
G~°e'"~.a~,~ ('`~~~~.'`J~ 

Robert K. Musil, PhD Janeen W. Stout 
Executive Director Director of Environmental Programs 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Physicians for Social Responsibility 

cc: Vice-President Al Gore 
Administrator Carol Browner, U.S. EPA 
Timothy Wirth, Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs 
Kathleen McGinty, Council on Environmental Quality 



Environment Committee, Physicians for Social Responsibility: 

Chair: 

Daniel Kerlinsky MD 
Child Psychiatrist 
University of New Mexico 
Children's Psychiatric Hospital 
Albuquerque, NM 

John M. Balbus MD, MPH 
Asst. Professor of Medicine 
George Washington University 
Washington, DC 

Howard Frumkin MD, DrPH, FACP 
Assoc. Professor & Chair, Environmental 
& Occupational Health 
Rollins School of Public Health 
Emory University 
Atlanta, GA 

Michael McCally MD, PhD 
Professor of Community Medicine 
Mt. Sinai School of Medicine 
New York, NY 

Janet A. Phoenix MD, MPH 
Manager, Public Health Programs 
National Safety Council 
Washington, DC 

Ted Schettler MD, MPH 
Co-Chair, Human Health and the 
Environment Project 
Greater Boston PSR 
Boston, MA  

Jefferson Dickey MD 
Greater Boston PSR 
Boston, MA 

Philip Landrigan MD 
Director, Division of Environmental 
& Occupational Medicine 
Depaitment of Community Medicine 
Mt. Sinai Hospital 
New York, NY 

Willard S. Osibin MD 
Private Practice, Family Medicine 
Pacific Regional Director, PSR 
Templeton, CA 

David P. Rall MD, PhD 
Asst. Surgeon General (retired) 
U.S. Public Health Service 
Washington, DC 

Timothy K. Takaro MD, MPH 
Fellow in Occupational & Environmental 
Medicine 
Harborview Medical Center 
Seattle, WA 



Additional Signers: 
(Affiliations are for idennfication purposes only) 

Saade Abdalleh MPH 
JB Grant 
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, MD 

Alan Abelsohn MD, CCFP, DEH 
Chair, Environmental Health Committee 
Ontario College of Family Physicians 
Toronto, Ontario, CANADA 

Deborah Abramsky 
New York, NY 

Sidney Alexander MD 
Consultant Cardiologist 
Laney Hitchcock Medical Center 
Chestnut Hill, MA 

A.R. Alston 
APHA 
Washington, DC 

Lydell Anderson MD 
Public Health Physician 
Long Beach, CA 

Salvador R. Balzidon 
Water & Sanitation Sector Coordinator 
CARE Guatemala 
Guatemala, GUATEMALA 

Ellen Barfield 
St. Anthony, Newfoundland 

C. L. Barnett 
Trustee Assn. for the Protection of 
the Adirondaks 
Schenectady, NY  

Salah Abdulrahman 
School of Public Health 
University of South Carolina 
Columbia, SC 

Herbert L. Abrams MD 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 

Liane Adams 
Boston University 
Attleboro, MA 

Elaine Allen MD 
President, PSR/NYC 
Staten Island, NY 

Elizabeth Anderson DrPH, RN 
University of Texas Medical Branch 
Galveston, TX 

John M. Balbus MD, MPH 
Asst. Professor of Medicine 
George Washington University 
Washington, DC 

Martha Barbiceux 
University of Illinois 
Chicago, IL 

Tom Barlow 
Visiting Scholar 
PREL 
Honolulu, HI 

Cynthia F. Bearer MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Pediatrics & Neuroscience 
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland Heights, OH 



Mary Ann Beattie MD 
Clinical Assoc. Professor of Pediatrics 
University of Kansas School of Medicine 
Wichita, KS 

Gloria Beckles MD 
DDT/NC CDPHP/ CDC 
Atlanta, GA 

Lorna Best MPH 
Rego Park, NY 

Nancy Birkhimer 
Fellow, School of Public Health 
Boston University 
Plymouth, MA 

Edward Bornsler 
Boston University School of Medicine 
W. Newton, MA 

Alison Breen 
Davis, CA 

Martin Brown PhD 
National Cancer Institute 
Derwood, MD 
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Columbia University 
Brooklyn, NY 
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Research Assistant 
George Washington University 
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Physician 
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Atlanta, GA 
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University of Wisconsin 
Madison, WI 

Jamee Bhyamen 
New York, NY 

Mark R. Bixby MD 
Unit Director, Residency Program 
Univ. of Minnesota/North Memorial 
Family Practice 
Edina, MN 

Sumana Brahman 
Health Sector Coordinator 
CARE Guatemala 
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University of New Orleans 
New Orleans, LA 

Victoria Brown 
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Washington, DC 
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University of Florida 
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Burlington Board of Health 
Burlington, VT 
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RESOLUTION ON GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE 

Whereas the Second Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has 
determined that observed changes in climate are not simply the result of natural variability, but that "the 
balance of evidence suggests a discemible human influence on global climate," 

Whereas there is growing consensus that climate change on the scale currently projected would have 
pervasive adverse impacts on human health and result in significant loss of Iife; 

Whereas these effects include increased mortality and illness due to heat stress and worsened air 
pollution, and increased incidence of vector-borne infectious diseases such as malaria, schistosomiasis 
and dengue, and diseases related to water supply and sanitation; 

Whereas expanding populations of pest species, impaired food production and nutrition, and extreme 
weather events such as floods, droughts, forest fires and windstorms would pose additional risks to 
human health; 

Whereas infants, children and other vulnerable populations, especially in already stressed regions of 
the world, would likely suffer disproportionately from these impacts; 

Whereas these effects could interact with and multiply the adverse impacts of other ecosystem 
disruptors, including toxic pollution, increased depletion of stratospheric ozone, habitat fragmentation, 
and deforestation; 

Whereas global climate change would also have profound effects on other species and on ecosystems 
and the life-support functions they provide; 

Whereas numerous studies conclude that increased efficiency in the use and production of energy and 
accelerated development and transfer of energy-saving and renewable energy technologies worldwide 
can achieve significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions at little or no cost; 

Whereas nuclear energy production poses significant risks to human health arising from reactor 
operation and radioactive waste transport and disposal, and increases the potential for the proliferation 
of nuclear weapons; 

Whereas the United States has the highest total C02  emissions in the world and the highest per capita 
emissions of any major industrialized country, and has a special obligation to play a leadership role in 
reducing global greenhouse gas emissions; 



Whereas the weight of the evidence and scientific consensus are sufficient to warrant immediate action 
to stabiiize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate system as called for in the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate change; 

Whereas taking steps now to mitigate climate change would prevent disease, illness and injury, 
diminishing the potential for wide-spread human suffering, and also reducing the high costs of treating 
illnesses which might otherwise have been avoided; 

Therefore be it resolved that PSR, accepting the credibility and integrity of international 
scientific consensus on climate change, 

Endorses strong policy measures to increase efficiency in the use and production of energy in 
the United States, favoring the development of non-polluting and sustainabie forms of energy 
production rather than those that pose risks to health and the environment such as fossil fuel 
combustion and nuclear power; 

Endorses, as a matter of U.S. foreign policy, the acceleration of the development and transfer of 
energy-saving and renewable energy technologies worldwide; 

Urges U.S. leadership in concluding an internationally binding and verifiable agreement 
establishing targets and timetables for meaningful reductions in emissions of C02  and other 
greenhouse gases; and 

Supports adequate funding for climate change research programs, including further research on 
the potential impacts of climate change on human health, and programs to develop and 
disseminate safe renewable energy technologies. 
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