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MEMORANDUM TO TODD STERN 

FROM: Natalie Wymer 

DATE: September 6. 1997 

RE: Op Eds 
• 

• 

i

The following list shows a statu ort of various contacts doing opinion editorials around the 
,..............yitaitt. - . - ' 

, country, I have just listed our c. ,,,., -,,,,. s tre and the relevant newspaper. 

Writing 
Cynthia Roaenzweig 
New York Daily News 

Robert Stempel 
Detroit Free Press 

Nancy Bacon 
Detroit News 

Bill Moomaw 
Hartford Courant 
NOTE: Wrote onc for Scripps Howard chain which was recently published. 

Karl Rubago 
San Antonio Express-News 

Stephen Decanio 
Orange County Register 
NOTE: Yes, but can't do in next couple weeks. 

Under consideration 
Ken Lay 
Dallas Morning News 

Steve Percy 
CIeveland Plain Dealer 

Bud Cherry 
Miami Herald 

Terry Thorne 
Houston Chronicle 

1 - 
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Cans pending 
Richard Sandor 
Chicago Tribune 

Stan Changnon 
Chicago Sun Times 

William Reeves 
San Francisco Chronicle 

James McCarthy 
Boston Globe 

Jerry Mahlman 
Philadelphia inquirer 

Walter Oechel 
San Diego Union Tribune 

NanCYBACON 
DetroilNews 

Michael Glantz 
Rocky Mountain News 

Jane Lubchenco 
Portland Oregonian 

Michael McElroy 
Boston Herald 

Rita Colwell 
Baltimore Sun 

Bill Easterling 
PiltsburBh-PostOalcttC 

Gerald North 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

Norm Christianson 
Charlotte Observer 
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Don Wilhite 
Omaha World-flerald 

Jerry Franklin 
Seattle Times 

Tony Earl 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Herman Shugart • 
RiChMond Times-Dispatch 

Hazel O'Leary 
St. Paul Pioneer Press 

Oklahoma City Daily Oklahoman 
(Paul working as a result of PCSD) 

• 

Steven Hamburg 
Providence Journal Bulletin 

Robert Shope 
Austin American-Statesman 

Eric Barron 
Allentown Morning Call 

Tulsa World 
(Paul working as a result of PCSD) 

Lawrence Kalkstein 
Wilmington News Journal 

Newspapers likely to be assigned soon 
Ncwsday 
Ncwark Star Lcdgcr 
Minnepolis Star Tribune 
New York Post 
Phoenix Arizona Republic 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Atlanta Constitution 
Buffalo News 
Kansas City Star 
Denver Post 
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Sacramento Bee 
Columbus Dispatch 
Louisville Courier-Journal 
Indianapolis Star 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 

NOTE: Letter to editor recently published from Gary Groesch. See attached. 

Newspapers yet to be assigned 
The majority of these newspapers are in significantly smaller media markets than those in the lists 
above. 
St. Petersburg Times 
San Josc Mercury News 
Orlando Sentinel 
Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel 
Tampa Tribune 
Seattle Post-intelligencer 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Philadelphia Daily News 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 
Des Moines Register 
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union 
Little Rock Democrat-Gazette 
Palm Bcach Post 
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot 
Asbury Park Press 
Dayton Daily News 
Riverside Press-Enterprise 
Birmingham News 
Hackensack Record 
Akron Beacon Journal 
Fresno Bee 
Toledo Blade 
Raleigh News and Observer 
Grand Rapids Press 
Nashville Tennessean 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 
Columbia State 
Tacoma Morning New Tribune 
Salt Lake City Tribune 
Spokane Spokesman-Review 
Knoxville News-Sentinel 
Long Beach Press-Telegram 

-4 - 
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Albuquerque Journal 
Sarasota He rald-Tri bune 
Lexington Herald-Leader 
Roanoke Times and World-News 
Worcester Telegram and Gazette 
San Francisco Examiner 
Wichita Eagle 
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AalfrON PHELPR.IR., At blither 
LINDA DENN Preatitenr. 

• 
JIM AMeN38. &Now 

MUER KOVACS. Managing Editor, :Venn 
DAN SHEA, Managing E‘ittor. New 

LYNN CUNNINGHAM, Moistest la the Editor 
• 

MALCOLM scams, Editorial Pao Editor 
TERRI moNcALE. Deprag BrittorIal Page Editor 

• 
RAY unarzTr. V. P., Oenentnifitaager 

DAVID FRANCIS. V. P.. DusðneasMouncee 
ROBERT O'NEILL, V.P.. Advertising 

ART ANZALO NE, V. P., Auditing 
MORRIS sciourania, V.R. Circulation 

JR.R.ST ADAM, V. P., Credit 
CHRIS RUPPERT. V.P., Data Proceaohig 

crtAwFortpcnnziou.4 v,P siatetesing Services 
P. Br"! ADAMS, V.P.. Asraonnef 

RAY MALY. VP-Produet ion 
WAYNE BENJAMIN. VP, Purrhasino 

ANTHONY PAURATORE, VP.. Transportation 

tatt ̀Mutts- e 
PraLacket in 1 t1.57 

• 
GEORGE WILKINa KKNDALL 

and FRANCIS A. LUM8DEN, Pub:Wien, 1837-1864 
ALVA MaRRIS HOLDRAOK, Puigialier, 1964-1867 

ELIZA HOLOROOK NICHOLSON, Pablither, 1867-1886 
NICHOLDuN 'wrens, ̂ anther. 1890-1914 

ASKTONPRELP8, Publisher. 18141822 
LEONARD& NiciiGiBON, Pnblieher, 1910 1862 

JOHN F. TIMS, Pabliiihan 1982-1867 
ASHTON PHELPS SR., Planation 19671976 

- 
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YOUR OPINIONS i Letters 

Fixing global warming good for state's economy 
Nov.0114,014 

I have good news for thou who 
think solutione of the problem of 
global warming are too expensive 
("Warming threatens state, but 
solutione too expensive," July 6). 
They are not, especially com-
pared with the do-nothing alter-
native. 

The solutions sre inexpensive, 
can be implemented quickly and 
especially benefit the Louisiana 
economy, 

Louisiana i* by far the state 
roost at risk from global wartn-
ing. According to the prestigious 
2,100-member United Nation* 
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change, approximately 
9,000 square utilise of low-lying 
wetlands and salt marshea in the 
United States will be inundated 
by a sea level rise due to gtobal 
warming, an estimate used by 
president Clinton in * recent 
speech. 

Half of the damage — 4,600 
square miles, an area nearly the 
size of Connecticut — will be 
sliced out of southern Louisiana. 

Louisiana's productive wet-
, I • • 

landa, conservatively valued at 
$100 billion, would be largely de-
stroyed. No othar state comes 
cloee to this level of damage. 

Energy efficiency (e.g., com-
pact fluorescent lights, super-ern-
cient refrigeratora, motors with 
variablegrpeed drives, etc.) is the 
cheapest and fastest way to avoid 
producing carbon dioxide. 'rho 
U.N. paners spudy concludes that 
"10 percent to 30 percent energy-
efficiency gains above present 
levels are feasible at little or no 
net coat." 

The panel also concludes that 
"the potential tin (reductions in) 
greenhouse gas emimaions Ez-
ceeds the potential for auergy-use 
efficiency becauaa of the posaihn-
ity of switching Aide and energy 
sources." 

In the short run, switching 
fuels means changing from coaL 
which emits much carbon dioxide 
per unit of energy. to natural gal!, 
which emits far less. 

Louisiana, which has no coal, 
ie second in natural gas produc-
tion in the United States and 
supplies one third of the domes-  

tic natural gas market. Marketing 
natural gas to replace coal would 
enhance Louisiana'• recent en . 
ergy industry rebound and create 
thousands of new jobs. 

In short, Louisiana has the 
most to lose geographically frorn 
a do-nothing or go.slow policy 
and the most to gain econom-
ically from slowing carben diox-
ide atmospheric buildup now. 

Coal-etate politicians such as 
Sen. Robert Byrd, D.W.Va., must 
be very grateful to Louisiana's 
elected officials, who are evi-
diently satisfied to follow hie 
thinly veiled efforts to scuttle a 
meaningful international carbon 
dioxide treaty. Meanwhile, the 
workrs hest ciltnate scientists ere 
predicting that youthern Louisi-
ana's wetlands and culture are 
condemned to disappear beneath 
rising sea levels within our child-
ren's lifetime*. 

Where is Louisiana's leader-
ehip? 

B :i8:;:? 
Auianllollll/ordable 
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. - -. -.::,...:., .. heat in our atmosphere, thua making We poinshle.. :*  of policies to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, for l . _ 

• .., • ._ ••;--.. Human-induced climate change, however, is the. ' which total benefits outweigh the tota) costs, , , „. - %W. tt- . 'li \, .._ . ‘ N  . `. resuh of our massive burning of fosait fueh which . Thia group inspired gve  a my ca eggues alii la;  . .. -.,-. throw this heat-trapping function out of balance. to write a statement urging the United States toy,' -....-- , , ( ) 
. 

$ - • -, i The result Is global climatic disruption. '.. - take a leadership role in reducing greenhouse-gas t...• . 
,,, • , 

c.A— : 4 ; , The conseclueoces il disturbing the balance ef .t  emissions. This is Particularly importat as die int , , .., ( , gases in our atmasPhere are becoming eelf-evident. - ternational negotiations oc crenate change rapidly !. 'p , .../ • , ..., - , \ -- , , , . Rising sea-levels will threaten small island nations ,: approach a December meeting in Japan, expected to F .. • 
- -.....---- ....!- , // 

ery . aid coastal areas generally. It becomes more likely i•-•, . produce an international agreement to reluce L. . ., 1 ', . , Out infectious diseases such as dengue fever, chol-:. , greenhousegas emissions. In just a few math:4P t 4 
!,, ' 

era, and encephalitis will sfread la new territories. I-- i more thin 2,000 scientists hive answered our all to ' ,,, ' . r 
..._ , ill In my MO field, additional pressures will be : sign the statement. . ',., _ , . , , .i. • , . f , , r . .i 44 )-/. created on already threatened species, As we con- ' ' Leadership now by die Unitid Siateiitill ed;taini- i .,-, 

'i • time to increase carbon dioxidein tbe atmosphere, ty incux the wrath of the fossil fuel industry, tot he • • P .'. (i .., . ; • 
we will create a world iocreasiogly unlike the one v• wil) scoa he remembered and cherishedby the-world ..,- ',..• 4 I., ' 
that bas been so favorable to our expanding civiliza•-• : . as it positions tie United States to Lead the wodd iv i - . ,, -• ' ..)ndi .. 

OM tion, a worid that islikely to have more frequent and ,. *.. energy efficient technologies. . - ,..,  , , ilo h 0, i:,,, .  . tisa " severe Marini, with more flooding in some areas and ̀-' . • .,, .. . . . • . i i , • ...t •0. '4.:( ' t-~ .4 a -i 

. 
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' lice 1971,  I have led the Mlaa°4 l awcrnir'':` Intergovernmental Panel on 1  Climate Change R,. . 
) cal Garden* we ef the premier teseerch ::,- reached a ominous in. 1$95,r among Its 2,500i •,..... 1 Institutions in the world, in a race to catil-: r independent scientists, that harness are hits &Di '. 

kv and understand plants from the tropical !_v
irapact on global climate.  It weut. ort to predict i.. i .." i ruin forest and other areas in an effort. to $);o  ,furtner.tetsperattie. increase:I of between, 1.6 and r 

build global sestainatal4 Through the years, I have :I.. 6.3 degrees Fahrenheit during theism {'~' century and! , / often said that tbe destruction of each area of rain .' tr-a  further  . Bearievel rim of between .six,
jachee. tio.,, 

forest is cme more atep toward creating a world in 1;2:: three feet by 2100. • i. .4:  .4t!..;;;, i - •••, ,  whick we cannot live. . . . , ,,.. !".... ,, This is not a world anyone iwouldivish On thenext 
Global warming is the lifeLsortaloing Pbehomerion .. 7  generation.Foromately, it's avoidable. In fact, more i • - ̀  

whereby our aunospbere retains some of tbe son's . . that 2,000ticoriomists recently came OIL ill support f 

• 

- • 

more droughts in othera. . • . , , . . - =Pete:IL' Rau I director of the Missgsr I Botesi 1  . • ; 
Although shafting out .eireibisay away from •ral Garden uad Itotas secrete:1y of tie U.S. Nationall. a . _ - 

dependence on fossil fuels may ,sound difficult, it , Academy 41 Sciences. , i - • . i i - F ;  • • :I I.: 
• • 
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White House Climate Change Task Force 
73 i Jackson I'lace, N,W • Washington, IX. ZIItill3 

--1•_ 

FAX 
To: /Vak/  
organization/Title: 

Fax: 4S a - 22 / s Phone: 
L.gsliifsluding_cover): Date: 

I 

From: Andfrei/V kaAlele-41' S  
Phone: 

Message: Ajcff . 

Hereali5+0fCailSmadeiS17a|vS 
cot a ct s . 

- 3  AZ n • i 7 oft e. c"C no co e,s wc.ie "4 a oig_ 
yet ol pressconlSct was not 
aVailable . 

[ ?Z 
F£i?+2T: !j 

nAt, r €51 /5 ,Se eixip fa 6-1 Cv hrfry • 

Aect5e rail 9 tie si-? ro-s-)  
-wmwasaJim 

' • Fax 2(12 I 162 
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WHITE HOUSE CLTM ATE CHANGE TASK FORCE 
STATUS ON CABINET Policy CAI i s 

Brucc Babbitt, Secrctary, US Department of the Interior . 
(Press: Stephanie Hanna O208-6414; Scheduling: Maura McManirnon @ 2M-7351) 

PUBLICATION STAMS 

NeW01CSTiCX-PCaYUnC Not interested 
Ph\lCniXAJiZC/11/1Re/lUbliC: Re-assigned to Glickman 
PillsbllrBh PO.SI.Oazee Left message 
}1onland Ore80nian Scheduled ncxt week 
SanL)ieR/lUni/n.Trib11ne Scheduled next week 
5:an Franl:iscll Chrlmicle Dep. Secretary 
Seallll Po51-Mlelli8encer Left message 

• 

Carol Browner, Administrator, USEPA 
(Press: Stephanie Cutter @ 260-9828; Scheduling: Brendan O'Neil @ 260-(k80) 

Chicago Tribune 
Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel 
Hartford Courant 
Miami Herald 
Newark Star-Ledger 
Orkmdo Sentinel 
Palm Beach Post 
Philadelphia lnquirer 
St. Petersburg Times 
Tampa Tribune 

Scheduled for Monday 
Will write 

Will write 
Scheduled for Tuesday 
Will write 
will write 

Dan Glickman, Secretary, US Depanment of Agriculture 
(Press: Jitn Petterson @ 720-4623; Scheduling: Mary Beth @ 720-3631) 

Delroil:News 
Indianapoli:i Slur 
Kansas CioI Slar 
Louisville C'ourier.JIurnul 
MinneaP01iSS811r.Tri11Une 
OklahOrnaCitYI)Ui/YOk/ahOnZan 
Omahaworld.Herald 
PN11crlix ANZONa Repllblic 
Sr Paul Pioneer Press 
SI. L711is Posl Lispulch 

In Phoenix next week 
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Frederico Pena, Secretary, US Department of Energy 
(Press: Brooke or Carmen O 586-4940; Scheduling: Marcus King @ 586-5534) 

PUBLI('ATION 

Boston Herald 
Denver Rocky Mountain. News 
Detroit Free Press 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
Houston Chronicle 
Milwaukee Journal 
Orange County Register 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 
Sacramento Hee 
San Antonio Express-News 
San Jose Mercury News 
/ 

STATI TS 

Not interestcd in writing but will talk 
Pena placed call (not sure if they will write) 
Pena placed call (not sure if they will write) 

Requested Pena to suhmit op-ed 

Not interested 
Re-scheduled for next week 

Pena placed call (not sure if they will write) 

Tim Wirth, Undersecretary for Global Affairs, JUS Department of State 
(Press: Sumne Petroni 01> 647-5442t Scheduling: Sandra Ulmer CO' (i47-6704) • 

Note: information provided below is from the scheduler, not press contact. Press contact out 
until Monday) 

Allanla Cnsjmlion 
BultimIre Sun 
B/I/ln CllBe 
Charlotle Obsmer 
ChicaRo SIn.Time,\ 
Cleveland PluinDeuler 
ColumbusDispulch 
Dulla.liMIrnin8 New1: 
Uenverposl 
lIL:liario 
LOn81SlanaNeWYOrkNeW:1/la¥ 
NeWYOrk/ailYNeW5 
New York PoI: 
SeaMIe Timeis 

• 

Scheduledlor Monday. 

Wirth placed call 
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MEMORANDUM TO TODD STERN 

FROM: Natalie Wymer 

DATE: September 12, 1997 

RE: Op Eds 

Here is an updated status report of various contacts doing opinion editorials around the country. I 
have attached some recent regional opinion editorials (Chicago Tribune and Boston Globe ) that 
have appeared. . 

NATIONAL 
Written 
John Browne, BP 
Denied but now working different news hook. 

Writing 
Ken Lay , Enron 

Thomas Kasten, Trigen 

Roger Sant, AES 

Richard Sander, Chicago Board of Trade 

Ev Erlich 

Under Consideration 
Fred Buckman, PacificCorp 

Charles Bayliss, Tuscon Electric 

Frank Nutter, Reinsurance Association 

Calls Pending 
William Reilly 

• 

Bill Ruckleshaus 

George Mitchell 

Need to Call 
Norm Augustine 

1 



REGIONAL 
Writing 
Cynthia Rosenzweig 
New York Daily News 

Robert Stempel • 

Detroit Free Press 

Nancy Bacon 
Detroit News 

Bill Moomaw 
Harfford Courant 
NOTE: Wrote one for Scripps Howard chain which was recently published. 

Karl Rabago 
San Antonio Express-News 

Stephen Decanio 
Orange County Register 
NOTE: Yes, but can't do in next couple weeks. 

Bud Cherry 
Miami Herald 

Walter Oechel 
San Diego Union Tribune 

Michael Glantz 
Rocky Mountain News 

Tony Earl 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Ken Lay 
Houston Chronicle 

Stan Changnon 
Chicago Sun Times 

Steve Percy 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 



Calls pending 
William Reeves 
San Francisco Chronicle 

James McCarthy 
Boston Globe 

Jane Lubchenco 
Portland Oregonian 

Michael McElroy 
Boston Herald 

Rita Colwell 
Baltimore Sun 

Bill Easterling 
Pittsburgh-Post Gazette 

Gerald North 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

Norm Christianson 
Charlotte Observer 

Don Wilhite 
" Omaha World-Herald 

Jerry Franklin 
Seattle Times 

Herman Shugart 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

Oklahoma City Daily Oklahoman 
(Paul working as a result of PCSD) 

Steven Hamburg 
Providence Journal Bulletin 

Robert Shope 
Austin American-Statesman 

3 



Eric Barron 
Allentown Morning Call 

Tulsa World 
(Paul working as a result of PCSD) 

Lawrence Kalkstein 
Wilmington News Journal 

Warren Washington 
Denver Post 

Ronald H. Pulliam 
Atlanta Constitution 

Michael A. Mullett 
Indianapolis Star 

4 
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Thitago Tribune 
Tiiesslay, Septesither 9, 1997 
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A call to not repeat our fuelish mistakes 
• • • 
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Me total cost to our economy due to cartel oll 
Prices has been staggering—Se trillion from 1972 to 
1991. acoordiag to a report by analyst David Greene 
of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. That figure 
nearly eqaals the entire amount spent oa defense 
during the period. and is twice the total interest paid 
on the national debt over the mine time. It also 
approaches the entire minion* output of ma nation 
tbr one year. - 

Tbe report goes on to prodlct that 'It given OPEC 
price hike in tbe future will almost surely cause a 
pester loss of U.& wealth than in the past became 
the U.S. will be importing more oil" 

Using the entire strategic petroleum reserve would 
barely dent tbe impact. and there is Little hope that 
well be able to produm mom oil at home compared 
to the rest of the world. Of the estimated remaining 
sources of oil land there natal left). 55 percent is 
located beneath OPEC canaries while Just 6 percent 
is in the U.S. - 

Given our current on consumption pace, the 
question Is not if the next oil price shock will come, 
but simply when. The only surefire way out of our 
destiny b to find viable alternatives to oft. 

There ts another equally compelling reason for - 

action. 011 ts a fossil Nei that emits carbon dioxide 
and other pollutants when burned. lt is a cause of 
luntsearing air pollution that triggers osone action 
days in Chicago and otber urban ems. It is also a 
contributor to tbe build-up of greenhouse gases in 
the upper atmosplate global wanning—that many 
scientists believe is causing Earth's climate to  

change. The resulting weather changes, terming 
disruptions and spread of diseases may have grave 
and very expensive impacts. 

At the calebrated1162 Earth Summit ln Brazil. 
industrial mains Including the U.S. listened to the 
climate scientists mid pledged to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions to RIO keen by 2000. We adopted 
primarily minatory programs to reach that target. 
but it has beams dear that the effort win fall far 
Mort. Now President Clinton has committed the U.S. 
to presenting a new plan for reducing greenhouse 
gases at an international negotiating session later 
this year. To rank 192) levels by 2010, the U.S. would 
have to reduce arrant emissions of carbon dioxide, 
the minor greenhouse gas, by somewhere around 20 
percent 

Dozens of economists from industry. academia. 
government and other neaps have studied the 
potential mats of such a reduction. Some predict 
huge costs while others predict new technologies 
would actually boost the economy. In Wt. 2,50D 
leading economists recently signed a statement 
organized by the research group Redefining Progress 
whirl) said that "sound economic analysis shows that 
there are policy options that would slow climate 
change without bartnIng American living standards. 
and these measures may in fact improve U.S. 
productivity.-

But reset important, a new summary of these 
major cosi studies by the World Resources Institute 
indicates that the worst-case predictioa for reducing 
greenhouse gases by 20 percent—which would meaa  

significantly reducing our dependence on foreign 
o13—could cost the U.S. economy less than an OPEC .7 
oil price shock during that time. 

By 2010, the Department of Energy predicts that t 
OPEC market share of tbe world's oil supply could 
reach a record high of just under 43 percent. While a 
massive price shock would repeat history and plunge 
our economy into another deep recession, gradual 
reduction in our dependence on oil would ease the 2 
impact white creating new jola and new markets fbr 
other finis. Another advantage of aetion is that • ^ 
ending our dependence on foreign oil is a one-time — 
effort but OPEC oil price ehocks can happen again 1: — 
and again. 

In the end. even if the cost approaches the blithest , 
predicted tend It most likely will not) and even ft, 
there is no envireemental and publlc health benefit ' 
trots reductions (and tbere most )llrsty wtll be), 
President Clinton could pay for dramatic reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions simply in the arotded 
cc•st of a coming recession caused by our dependence 
on OPEC oil. Ire chmper to act now than to stare ant, 
the window and watt for our history with oil to 
repeat 

Chris Dean:),  directs the Chicago oflite of 
Environmental Media Services. o nats-profft 
environmental research and cornmuniastions 
organization. 

• 
. 
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MONDAY, JULY 7, 1997 
— 

ROSS GELBSPAN 

Thinking big 
for the planet 

A
s President Clinton noted eloquently at 
Earth Summit II in New York, we are now 
confronted by "clear and compelling" scien-
tific evidence of the potentially devastating 

impacts of heat-trapping coal and oil emissions in the 
upper atmosphere. - 

He cited a list of potential consequences that have 
been predicted by the world's leading 2,000 climate 
scientists reporting to the United Nations. They in-
clude rising sea levels that could swamp part of Flor-
ida, Louisiana, and other coastal areas; the spread of 
infectious diseases such as malaria, dengue, and yellow 
fever to higher elevations and northern latitudes; and 
increasingly severe hurricanes, floods, and droughts 
across the nation and around the world. 

While the president spoke vaguely about reducing 
greenhouse gases, his adviser, Katie McGinty, saH 
that 15 percent reductions in the United States of car-
bon dioxide — the most important greenhouse gas — iv 
2010 would be "impossible." Most environmental orga-
nizations — as well as governments in Britain, Ger-
many end elsewhere — have called for a 15 percent cut 
in our oil and coal emissions. A coalition of island na-
tions that fear being flooded out of existence by rising 
sea levels has staked cut the most ambitious position, 
calling for 20 percent cut below the 1990 level in our oil 
and coal emissions. 

Such cuts promoted by politicians, business lead-
ers, and even environmentalists don't reflect science, 
only what is politically feasible. Those cuts will not 
stave off massive, costly, and deadly disruptions to our 
existence. Regardless of what is politically acceptable 
or economically permissible, the laws of supply and 
demand do not supersede the laws of nature. The sci-
ence tells us that we must cut emissions by 60 to 70 
percent in order to stabilize the global climate. 

The good news is that if we step back and think 
big, we can see that a large-scale effort to keep this 
planet hospitable to civilization by eliminating use of  

fossil fuels would also create an unprecedented global 
economic boom. 

What is needed is a global partnership — enforced 
by the world's governments and implemented largely 
by the world's energy giants — to achieve a 10-year, 
worldwide transition to renewable, climate-friendly 
energy technologies. Such an effort should involve the 
major oil and coal companies in defossilizing their en-
ergy supplies in conjunction with solar, wind, and fuel 
cell manufacturers. It would create millions of jobs all 
over the world. It would reverse the widening econoni-
ic gap between the North and South. And in short 
order, the renewable energy industry would eclipse 
high technology as the central engine of growth of the 
global economy. 

On a worldwide scale, we should begin diverting 
part•of the $2 trillion-a-year revenue stream from big 
coal and big oil to finance windmill plants in India, fuel 
cell factories in Germany, solar farms in the Middle 
East, photovoltaic factories in El Salvador, and hydro-
gen gas plants in Cleveland. The ultimate goal must be 
to replace all our coal-fired electrical plans, our oil-
fired furnaces, our gasoline-burning cars with renesy,-
able energy sources with no decline in our standard gf 
living. All that requires is the ramping up of renewable 
energies to mass production and economies of scale 

President Clinton's announced grant of $1 billion to 
developing countries for solar, wind and fuel cell ener-
gy was a nod in the right direction. But we must go 
farther. We should at the very least begin by switching 
the $25 billion in annual government subsidies for fos-
sil fuels to support the development of climate-friendly 
energy sources. That alone would propel renewable 
energy into the big league of global industry. 

Acknowledging the failure of his earlier, voluntaljr 
approach, the president said his next task would be th 
"convince the American people and the Congress that 
the climate change problem is real and imminent." Ile 
should begin by pointing out both the true scale of the 
crisis and the enormous opportunity it provides to crè-
ate a healthy and prosperous future in which continu-
ing development proceeds to meet human needs while 
observing the limits of the planet. 

Anything less will leave us with a profoundly irn-
poverished and almost certainly chaotic prospect. 

Ross Gelbspan, a Pulitzer Pri2e-winning journalist, 'is 
author of a new book, "The Heat Is On." 
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