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U.S. Department of Labor Office of the Secretary

Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
230 South Dearborn Street

Chicago, lllinois 60604

AT THE TABLE REPORT m
. 4

10 BETSY MYERS, DIRECTOR
WHITE HOUSE OF WOMEN’S INITIATIVES AND OUTREACH

FROM: LOIS O’KEEFE
SECTY’S REPRESENTATIVE, DOL
REGION V, CHICAGO

WHEN: APRIL 9, 1996 _

WHERE.: INDIANA AUDITORIUM, GOVERNMENT CENTER, INDIANAPOLIS, IN

HOST: JOANNE SANDERS, ASST. DIRECTOR, INDIANA AFL-CIO TRAINING
INSTITUTE

ATTACHED: LIST OF ATTENDEES, and several “What I want the President to Know” Sheets

The event was hosted by Joanne Sanders, IN AFL-CIO, who is responsible for women’s outreach
for the AFL and was a key organizer in establishing a statutory Women’s Council for the state of
Indiana. She is a member of many boards dealing with women’s interests and has a wide
network in the women’s community throughout the state. Regional appointee Hannah Rosenthal,
HHS Region V, participated for a small portion of the event (scheduling conflicts). The event
was covered by Tony Swinger, Statehouse reporter for the Network Indiana Wire Service and
portions of the interview were played on April 10 on one of the Indianapolis news station. I'm
getting a tape from him.

There were 39+ women in attendance at this ‘at the table’. Issues raised:

JHealth care: concerns about the stresses placed on women in the 90's-—-the sandwich generation
responsibility for caring for children and aging parents, filling the gaps that government is
abandoning. Specific anecdotes about the loss of health care due to plant closings, downsizing and
the problem of access due to pre-existing conditions. Many spoke of the need for health care
reform and the critical need for stronger prevention and early intervention in child abuse and
neglect; similar comments regarding violence against women. A telling comment: that there are
many federal and state programs which COULD offer assistance but their rules, standards and
guidelines conflict--stressing the importance of co-ordination of benefits. Several comments were
made about the need to address teen pregnancy with more prevention on the father’s side, rather
than just concentrating on the women. These comments spun off a discussion about the need for
more emphasis on family planning(funding doesn’t match need) and again, more coordination of
services for women.

Social Services: discussion the poor provision of and access to quality affordable child care. 1
million Indiana kids have working moms and ‘employers should be encouraged’ to provide on-site
day care (from a small business owner). <This owner suggests using Commerce or the SBA to
promote on-site day care within the business community. Others suggest that school systems be



rewarded for co-locating day care and community services on site, including adult supervision for
teens.

Economy: New jobs creation is great but too many of the new jobs are low paid service sector
jobs and too many women are working two or more of these jobs to make ends meet. “What are
we going to do to ‘force’ employers to pay for training? Are we going to force women on
welfare into low wage, dead end jobs?

Miscellaneous: Wants President to know that there is support for his efforts to regulate tobacco
with respect to children’s access...teenage girls are the fastest growing group of users.
Drug and alcohol abuse by pregnant women with kids: hard to find treatment for the
family.
Schools are too stretched, classes too large, to do much more than to concentrate on
kids with disabilities (learning, behavioral).
Legal services: poor women need more, not less, access.
Sexual harassment on the job....EEOC is not working

The President should:
Not back away from affirmative action for women and minorities
Should promote ‘living’ wages so that women can escape the cycle of dependence.
Should support public education...not diversion of funds to private schools.
Be aware of the mergers going on within the health care industry...limits level of care

This is a summary of the concerns raised. One comment that was repeated several times: to thank
the President for establishing these ‘at the tables’...first time any of the participants were ASKED
by the WH about their concerns.

My 'isolated' concern: although this is only the second 'at the table' that the Region V appointees
have done, I worry about the 'representativeness' of the women who attend these events. They
tend to be in leadership positions in their respective fields or organizations and not from the ranks
of the workforce or homeforce if you will. I have a few ideas about how to remedy this, assuming
a remedy is needed. The simplest solution is to have the sponsors of these events ask 'leadership'
to bring at least one of their organization's members with them. Another is to do more of these 'at
the tables' with community based organizations or in concert and at the invitation of elected
office-holders who do 'town hall' meetings. Assuming the latter doesn't cross any political or
ethical lines.



WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)
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To:  Betsy Myers, White House Office of Women’s Initiatives and Outreach
From: Lois O’Keefe; DOL secrep, Region VyChicago - clac | pe 2 Drmun~
cc:  Nancy Kirschner, DOL IGA Director SBA

’H ann {,Lfm__, [2.05 e~

Date: <July 1,1996 L KS

re: Women at the Table event, UAW Women’s Conference, Black Lake training center,
Black Lake, Michigan, June 24-25, 1996

The UAW Women’s Conference is in it’s 26th year. Carolyn Forrest, UAW VP and Director of
the Women’s Conference, contacted the WHOWIO in April, requesting a speaker from the
Administration to keynote at the conference on June 25. Forrest’s office was referred to me.

In the course of discussing the conference and the issues the UAW wanted me to address (all
Administration issues on women, work, employment and training) I told Forrest’s staff about the
Women at the Table activities and they decided'to host several on the 25th, in lieu of their regular
workshops and contingent on other appointees being able to attend and participate. The
conference at that time had 200 female delegates committed to the week-long training. I was able
to get commitment from RA’s at HHS, SBA and EPA to participate. As it turned out, there were
300 delegates attending by the week of the event and the EPA RA had to cancel. The SBA and
HHS RA'’s therefore had groups of 75 each, and I had a ‘large’ group of 150. These ‘At the
Table’ sessions occurred on the afternoon of June 25. I gave a keynote speech in the morning of
the same day.

The keynote remarks were both generally and specifically about both the Administration’s
activities on behalf of women, and the Labor Department’s programs and initiatives for women.
The two sets of issues dovetailed perfectly, given the DOL’s Women’s Bureau’s activities and I
was able to announce our Sept. 4 sattelite interactive forum for women, tentatively titled “Don’t
Work in the Dark”, which will take place in all of DOL’s ten regions. I was also able to showcase
the Administration’s concerns about the American family and the POTUS?’ initiatives on education
tax credits, domestic violence, violence in the workplace. Drawing freely from both the POTUS’
and the Secty’s speeches on family preservation, the importance of education and training for kids
and adult workers, as well as workplace protections, set in the context of ‘American values’, the
response from the 300 women was really overwhelming in it’s support. Simply put, it doesn’t get
any better than this(did).

As mentioned above, my ‘women at the table’ group was 150 women strong. Actually a little
unwieldy but the concerns raised were diverse and intense. Key topics were job security and
family-friendly policies that the government SHOULD be promoting or possibly enforcing such
policies. Child care and day care for working women came up again and again. There were
specific concerns raised by women who were single heads of households about their children’s
exposure to drugs and violence in their schools, and more generally comments about crime.

There were very strongly held concerns about striker replacement and NAFTA impact on job loss,
the trucking industry and the agricultural community. There were also questions raised about the
export of US jobs offshore and the current tax policies that appear to encourage the loss of family
supporting jobs. Here again, these comments were both intense and angry and a consensus of
agreement seemed to form around the importance of government DOING something to do
something to change these trends. There were comments about health care reform, in the sense
that the Administration should not give up on it’s promise to do something about this issue.



Betsy, this is more or less a generic description of the Michigan event. You will get a clearer
picture if you have a chance to look at the ‘what I want the President to know’ forms I’m fed-
exing to you today. The conferees, nearly all women (7-8 men) had an average age(eyeballing
here) of 40, and all of them held elected positions in their locals. I was told that of the 300 in
attendance, nearly 200 of the women were at Black Lake for the first time. Which is to say, these
conferees are activists in their locals, as well as office holders. Not surprisingly, the intensity of
concern around workplace issues was expected, but I was struck by the women’s concern about
the working poor, who tend not to be organized, and about issues that are reflected across a
broad spectrum of women from At the Tables held across the country.

I always think the last ‘At the Table’ I've done is the best so far. That is true in this case as well,
except that the size of the group and the scope of their concerns may be the best microcosm of
women’s concerns ‘outside the beltway’ that I have seen to date. I expect that Hannah
Rosenthal, HHS, and Inez McNeeley Brown, SBA, will be submitting their individual reports on
their groups at the conference.

Submitte¢/by Lois O’Keefe, DOL on July 1, 1996

ju O ed



WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
| P

s A A2 L4 (> = e ’_' AV -4 -,

PLEASE PRINT:

Name: - . ; &

Address: #7090 Mpopsrirns (7

City y asumbron) _State sty Zip Sposy
Phone: (fr) 78/ 74¢&

Fax:

Date of At the Table a\,ﬂg , 95 /9% ,
Appointee Host of At the®able  ¢(4//). &, BM W Cymearz ﬂ,f,._m‘




WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT [ WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton: : .
L. L. 7 Lt ) (I757 OF 42
A/ Z, mm =2 6 2P 2.5 ok
At 20 S Lbme ok 2 Y.
-/,,’mmm4 S Ao
g -_-/7 7 / > A7 7#‘
G b3 Plupogal Beiggs Vea ere L7 Zn agp oy
/m,, WM L0 n Shil) | pghed o
Yy - Jand v
" p 4 LY -
3 D2t > il A 25207 Lo z o /s
M‘ VI 2V owe m AT /A7 e 720 /
m-,ﬂﬂm‘wa'zrﬂ v e/
/ey OnAue Yo fholecd Fhbe gl coprfe
edyotte . 2o [0 (2 Papsias 2 deepdd /o)
VMJM/IMW A
[ Nore - Y220 A0t ?(

#6//0 R A oy s

éiéep%ﬁl{é gz 77 42/%7%4%5’- /.
PLEAS :
o

Name: d/ﬂih

Address: &= ' v
City State,7Z, Zip %7/
Phone: /7 B S5V

Fax:
Email:

Location of At the TaMM{MM5 WJ
Date of At the Table -5 -F&
Appointee Host of At theTable__ 2/ 3 VK eeke




WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton: ,
L/ et ol Ce pous ditetivi don L 22 lC o pplate

2.0 07 Coarn me@wwmanwmm
MWw_LM MW D Foid

%‘c-z e b,ﬂ u'd 77 -_"L’..".{f_l

iz P mﬂl ‘_W Aatehpy T2 LY po

MRy () Z2o.s b Xdhol p 20()\ L 2 gaK
r ; 7 12 74 . V.0

PLEASE PRINT:

Name: JAC@ Y& L s/ E (J/")c,é’nf ) FRAW Ken Fréld
Address: 9/3 £A7 Y Ave

City /yn/e£ A0/ D State 7 Zipofdt 0
Phone:£09- 472~ £§P5E

Fax:

Email:

Location of At the Table Z£L % 4 s42, &WL Mﬂm
Date of At the Table__ ¢ - 25 75
Appointee Host of At theTable L5645 o /A!/ 2 F £




WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear Presjdent Clinton:

W T

PLEASE PRINT:
Name: Lgupa A, 6 QxR
Address: /2094 /45 B 4Lk

City Jes 7 Bdeé StateZg, Zip 2dah b
Phone: 3/9- 253 - %30

Fax:

Email:;
Location of At the Table (/A LN/ (. Azion/ CENTER
Date of At the Table Q 92@:
Appointee Host of At theTable




WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Cllnton
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton: )
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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U.S. Department of Labor Office of the Secretary W i

Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
230 South Dearborn Street

Chicago. lllinois 60604

July 8, 1996
Betsy Myers, Director
White House Office of Women’s Initiatives and Qutreach
708 Jackson Place

Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Betsy:

Enclosed please find another ‘wave’ of responses from the UAW Women’s Conference at
Black Lake, MI on June 25. These forms are still coming in and I will forward them as they arrive
at my office.

I’ve had a great deal of feedback regarding the 3 ‘At the Tables’ at this convention and all
of it has been positive.

I have a business women’s roundtable in Gary, IN scheduled for the second week in
September and am working on a large event in OH the third week of that month.

Sincerely,

N /
[ fife
Lois O’Keefe

Secretary’s Representative
U.S. Department of Labor



CAROLYN FORREST. VICE PRESIDENT
INTERNATIONAL UNION. UNITED AUTOMOBILE. AEROSPACE AND
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENT WORKERS OF AMERICA. UAW

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO
VICE PRESIDENT FORREST

1
j 8000 EAsST JEFFERSON
l (313) 926-5356 DETROIT. MICHIGAN 48214

25e
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Sue Goulding
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear Prmudent C!mton
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT [ WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW

(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton: (;ZB,/ _ / f
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT 1 WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT I WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee host of the At the Table)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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The Report From At The Table

Presidential Appointee Host: Suzanne Morrell

Department/Agency: U.S. Department of State

Address: Office of Protocol
2201 C Street, NW S/CPR Room 1232
Washington, DC 20520

Phone: 202-647-4121

FAX: 202-647-3980

Location of Roundtable: Home of Ellen and Laurence Morrell

221 Flame Avenue Maitland, FI, 32751
Date of Roundtable: January 3, 1996
Local Contact: Ellen Morrell

Address of Local Contact: 221 Flame Avenue Maitland, FL 32751
Phone of Local Contact; 407-830-4440

Number of Participants: 26
(See attached At the Table Roundtable Sign-In Sheet.)

Brief Description of Participants:
Majority were working women. Some were retired teachers. Most all were
mothers - about 5 did not have children. It was not a racially diverse group.
Several religious denominations were represented. All political ideologies were
evenly represented. All participants are involved, issue oriented people.

Main Topics Discussed:
Education and preventative education; Health care; Welfare reform; Personal
responsibility and accountability; Capital Gains/double taxation; Illegal
Immigration; Environment (clean air and water); Clean-up economic waste in
Washington; Abortion

Most Important Conclusions:
“We are lucky we live in Central Florida.” Orlando is a very mobile community
with a broad range of concerns. All the issues discussed seemed to boil down to
one concern - The Economy. What’s happening in Central Florida is reflective of
what is happening to society: It is common to have 2 working parents or single
parent households. Parental support is diminishing. Public schools are declining.
In a very conservative community, many blame the Federal Government for the
decline. They don’t see the State programs helping either (i.e. Florida Lottery).
Basically, I heard them saying they want the highest quality of everything but
don’t want to pay for it unless they see the results, which they are not seeing.



Somehow, the money allocated for programs is not making it down to the local
level.

They are concerned with health care provisions for the self-employed or those
employed part-time. Regarding welfare, one very vocal participant sees the
Federal government promoting the non-family. There are inequities with IRA’s
causing penalties to married couples.

Cultural activities are declining in Central Florida.

Very optimistic group - they aren’t losing hope.
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At the Table

Roundtable Sign-In Sheet

Presidential Appointee Host: Suzanne Morrell

Location of At the Table: = Home of Ellen and Laurence Morrell
221 FJ : Maitland. Florida 32751

Date of At the Table: January 3. 1996

Participants at the Roundtable

Ms. Linda Batman

200-122 Maitland Avenue
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701
Telephone:  407-339-5666
FAX: 407-339-1532

Ms. Betty Ann Bazemore
733 Clifford Drive

Orlando, FL 32804
Telephone:  407-422-8805
FAX:

Ms. Joan Chumley

2454 Grand Teaton

Winter Park, FL 32792
Telephone:  407-677-5151
FAX: 407-677-7252

Ms. June Condron

2047 Santa Antilles Road
Orlando, FL 32806
Telephone:  407-896-3816
FAX:

Ms. Marilyn Crotty

150 Spring Cove Trail
Altamonte Springs, FL. 32714
Telephone:  407-862-2772
FAX:



At the Table January 3, 1996

Ms. Carol Cycmanick

3430 Golfview Boulevard
Orlando, FL. 32804

Telephone:  407-425-6349
FAX: 407-788-1714
E-Mail: CYCMOM@AOL

Ms. Debby Day

311 Altamonte Bay Club Circle
Number 204

Altamonte Springs, FL. 32701
Telephone:

FAX:

Ms. Sally Downs

1410 S. Summerlin Avenue
Orlando, FL 32806
Telephone:  407-422-0290
FAX:

Ms. Marcie Farrell

2309 Sweetwater Country Club Place
Apopka, FL 32712

Telephone:  407-884-8243
FAX: 407-884-6288

Ms. Sharon Flatow

500 Maitland Avenue

Suite 130

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701
Telephone:  407-260-5666
FAX: 407-260-9790

Ms. Judy Fraden

105 Rollingwood Trail
Altamonte Springs, FL. 32714
Telephone:  407-862-5394
FAX: 407-862-7891

Ms. Judi Greene

302 Cynthia Court
Maitland, FL 32751
Telephone:  407-831-8193
FAX:



At the Table January 3, 1996

Ms. Melinda Helbraun

697 N. Longview Place
Longwood, FL 32779
Telephone:  407-869-4796
FAX:

Ms. Brenda Hutchins
612-205 Kenwick Circle
Casselberry, FL 32707
Telephone:  407-260-6204
FAX:

Ms. Ginger Jarvis
Telephone:
FAX:

Ms. Dana Morrell

221 Flame Avenue
Maitland, FL 32751
Telephone:  407-830-4440
FAX:

Ms. Ellen Morrell

221 Flame Avenue

Maitland, FL 32751

Telephone:  407-830-4440
FAX:

E-Mail: Superslow]1 @AOL

Ms. Yvonne Opfell

2735 Rouse Road

Orlando, FLL 32817
Telephone:  407-277-7730
FAX: 407-277-9755

Ms. Evelyn Peisner

310 Wild Olive Lane
Longwood, FL 32779
Telephone:  407-774-1414
FAX: 407-629-6349



At the Table January 3, 1996

Ms. Carol Phifer

1510 N. Fern Creek Avenue
Orlando, FL 32803
Telephone:  407-896-2718
FAX:

Ms. Renee Roberts

1754 Taylor Avenue

Winter Park, FL. 32789
Telephone:  407-645-0647
FAX:

Ms. Gail Robinson
219 Flame Avenue
Maitland, FL 32751
Telephone:

FAX:

Ms. Jeanne Rodriguez
7278 Della Drive
Orlando, FL. 32819
Telephone:

FAX:

Ms. Tammy Sobieski-Joy
1030 Herman Avenue
Orlando, FL. 32803
Telephone:  407-896-2233
FAX: 407-896-7410

Ms. Barbara Weinrich

1232 Anchor Court

Orlando, FL 32804
Telephone:  407-295-7710
FAX:

Ms. Hope Wilson
220 Flame Avenue
Maitland, FL 32751
Telephone:

FAX:
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To:  Betsy Myers

From: Lois O’Keefe

re: Women at the Table, Ameritech, Chicago, July 25, 1996
Host: Francine Soliunas, head of Labor-Relations, Ameritech

This was the event that Carolyn Colvin of SSA couldn’t make so I filled in for her. There were +/- 15 women,
most of them friends of Francine. Judges, attorneys, MD’s, ph.d.’s, others from Blue Cross/Blue Shield
corporate.

Nearly the entire discussion revolved around children. By the way, for some reason this group thought that they
were to discuss concerns about Social Security because Colvin is from SSA. I explained that their agenda was
my agenda.

Concerns about children ran the gamut....poverty, education, crime, abuse, welfare. Francine commented that
there are too many layers of govt regs, from federal on down, that hamstring agencies’ abilities to coordinate
services and benefits. In addition, inability to get information about programs TO the local and state agencies is
problematic.

Teen pregnancy was actively discussed as were truancy problems. All of the women felt strongly that
community involvement with kids, be it crime or education, etc etc, was key and that individual commitment was
the lock for that key. These women don’t just talk the talk, they are active in their communities, act as mentors,
and the judge actually takes in foster children( Bertina Lampkin). They spoke at length about the need for more
mentoring programs for kids, especially for young girls and that this country is losing the battle for its children.

There was a rather intense discussion of the concept of “in the best interest of the child,” where child abuse

and/or neglect cases were concerned. Judge Lampkin hears cases on child abuse and she and others felt the
cultural imperative of returning children to dangerous dysfunctional households needs to change to a ‘child

safety’ culture.

Quite a lot of discussion took place around their interest in pushing corporations to do more in terms of social
responsibility, including instituting family friendly workplace policies AND paying workers a living wage. One
of the older participants reminded us that during WWII, many factories provided child care for their female
workforce. The women said the administration should push harder for corporate responsibility. Concerns were
also raised around the role of the media, specifically television and movies, about the kind of shows they produce
and that kids see. Specifically they mentioned violence against women in films as part of the devaluation of
women in this society, which the children than absorb.

Finally, the discussion turned to the way federal monies are distributed at the state and local level and the
concerns they had about block granting federal program dollars. They said that monies aren’t equitably
distributed now, according to real need, and that state and local politics would worsen the situation via block
grants. They advocated more job creation in the impoverished neighborhoods so that communities could rebuild
themselves. Along those lines, concern was expressed about cities having enough money for environmental
cleanup, particularly in the central cities. Others spoke to the issue of the elderly, particularly the poor elderly,
and proposed cuts in Medicare and Medicaid, still others to the reality of the glass ceiling and how audits and
reviews of companies receiving federal funds/grants/contracts ought to occur around companies progress on
glass ceilings. They noted that the ratio of women at the corporate level has not substantially changed. This
group of women was extremely thoughtful and while friendly toward the White House, expressed real concern
about the welfare reform bill and what it would do to children.
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