
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 20, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON MEDICAID GAG RULE 

The Oval Office 

11:05 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. I was just sitting here 
thinking that in the spirit of full disclosure the Vice President and 
Secretary Shalala may have a particular vested interest in health 
care issues -- that they both just got back from South Africa and 
when they got back he got on a plane and went to Los Angeles to speak 
to the AFL-CIO convention; he got back at 4:00 a.m. this morning. 
And she got on a plane and went to New York with me to a welfare 
reform event. And I don't see how either one of them are still 
standing up. (Laughter.) But they probably have a strong interest 
in what happened here today.-

- 

..Let me just make one other comment here, because this 
came up at the last press briefing I had, about the status of our 

nominations for the Cabinet and the Senate. I have been gratified by 
the treatment that the Cabinet members who have been confirmed have 
received by both parties, and the prompt dealing with their 
nominations. I said something about Mr. Lake when I last was with 
the press. 

The only other comment I want to make today is there has 
still not been a hearing scheduled for Alexis Herman. I think that 
is a big- mistake. She enjoys wide support among labor -- the labor 
unions endorsed her yesterday strongly -- and she has wide support 
among business. I don't know that there's ever_been a person 
nominated for Secretary of Labor that had as much broad support in 
the business and the labor communities. She's clearly well-
qualified. If anybody wants to vote against her for whatever reason, 
they're plainly free to do that, but she deserves a hearing and if 
she gets a hearing, she's going to be confirmed. And I think Senator 
Jeffords is a good man and a fair man, and I believe he will give her 
a hearing. But it's imperative that it ne done. It's now midway 
through February and I think it's time to get on with this. 

Thank you. 

END 11:15 A.M. EST 



fOll. V-eiwutx- 21-2..b 19 —1 

022011FO.txt 
So I think that our policy is the right 

policy. We will 
continue to engage strongly with China. I look forward 
to all the 
meetings which are going to occur, including Secretary 
Albright's 
trip and then the Vice President's trip later, and then 
the exchange 
of visits by the two Presidents. The policy we are 
following of 
engaging with China, to work where we agree and to 
honestly air our 
disagreements and work through them, is the right 
policy for the 
people of the United States and, indeed, for the world 
in the 21st 
century. If you imagine what the world will look like 
30 years from 
now, 40 years from now, we can do nothing other than 
what we are 
doing. It is the right thing to do. 

Let me just make one other comment here, 
because this 
came up at the last press briefing I had, about the 
status of our 
0 

nominations for the Cabinet and the Senate. I have 
been gratified by 
the treatment that the Cabinet members who have been 
confirmed have 
received by both parties, and the prompt dealing with 
their 
nominations. I said something about Mr. Lake when I 
last was with 
the press. 

The only other comment I want to make 
today is there has 
still not been a hearing scheduled for Alexis Herman. 
I think that 
is a big mistake. She enjoys wide support among labor 
-- the labor 
unions endorsed her yesterday strongly -- and she has 
wide support 
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among business. I don't know that there's ever been a 
person 
nominated for Secretary of Labor that had as much broad 
support in 
the business and the labor communities. She's clearly 
well-qualified. If anybody wants to vote against her 
for whatever 
reason, they're plainly free to do that, but she 
deserves a hearing 
and if she gets a hearing, she's going to be confirmed. 
And I think 
Senator Jeffords is a good man and a fair man, and I 
believe he will 
give her a hearing. But it's imperative that it be 
done. It's now 
midway through February and I think it's time to get on 
with this. 

Thank you. 

END 11:15 A.M. 
EST 
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Q Is the President doing anything to personally 
lobby on behalf of Alexis Herman's nomination? What's his view 
of the prospects of that nomination at the moment? 

MR. MCCURRY: He's followed very carefully her 
effort because we think it will be a successful effort to win 
confirmation. He gets reports on the discussions that she's had 
with individual senators. Hes been following very carefully the 
effort to identify concerns and answer concerns that senators may 
have, and he is confident that any concerns that have been raised 
have been adequately addressed by Alexis Herman. 

He has also indicated his willingness, if there is a 
need for it, to work on individual votes. But at this point, 
what the President is very keen on doing and what he has 
personally been involved with is trying to get a date for a 
confirmation hearing so that she can answer publicly any concerns 
that are out there. And he has pursued this privately with 
individual senators and is hoping that there will be a date set 
for her confirmation hearing quite soon. 

Q If I could follow up on that, the investment 
that she was in that was reported over the last weekend, where 
there was no money down for her participation in the investment, 
would that be acceptable under the President's new vision for 
affirmative action? 

MR. MCCURRY: The structure of that investment is 
not one that I am familiar enough to talk to. Mr. Lockhart has 
been and can help you. I'm not even sure whether that investment 
was done under any of the SBA programs that have historically 
been associated with affirmative action. I'd have to check 
further. But Lockhart has been working that and can walk you 



through those issues. 

, . 
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Q Anything on the gambling commission 

appointments this week? 

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not in -- anything on the gambling 

commission this week. 

Q Mike, can you share any reaction to the U.S. 
government to the situation in Mexico with their drug czar being 
apparently put under house arrest? 
0 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, the White House certainly shares 

the sentiments that have been expressed by General McCaffrey, 
that it is certainly appropriate that they've taken a law 
enforcement action, that they are appropriately pursuing this 
through their law enforcement efforts. And it is also 
simultaneously extremely disappointing to the United States 
government that the Mexican government has evidence of corruption 

as this high a level. 

Q Is the President doing anything to personally 
lobby on behalf of Alexis Herman's nomination? What's his view 
of the prospects of that nomination at the moment? 

MR. MCCURRY: He's followed very carefully her 
effort because we think it will be a successful effort to win 
confirmation. He gets reports on the discussions that she's had 
with individual senators. He's been following very carefully the 

effort to identify concerns and answer concerns that senators may 

have, and he is confident that any concerns that have been raised 

have been adequately addressed by Alexis Herman. 

He has also indicated his willingness, if there is a 

need for it, to work on individual votes. But at this point, 
what the President is very keen on doing and what he has 
personally been involved with is trying to get a date for a 
confirmation hearing so that she can answer publicly any concerns 
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that are out there. And he has pursued this privately with 
individual senators and is hoping that there will be a date set 
for her confirmation hearing quite soon. 

Q If I could follow up on that, the investment 
that she was in that was reported over the last weekend, where 
there was no money down for her participation in the investment, 
would that be acceptable under the President's new vision for 
affirmative action? 

MR. MCCURRY: The structure of that investment is 
not one that I am familiar enough to talk to. Mr. Lockhart has 
been and can help you. I'm not even sure whether that investment 

was done under any of the SBA programs that have historically 
been associated with affirmative action. I'd have to check 
further. But Lockhart has been working that and can walk you 
through those issues. 

Anything else? 

Q -- endorsing needle exchange program of HHS? 

MR. MCCURRY: The President supports the work of the 

Department of Health and Human Services, which has been looking 
very carefully at the issue of needle exchange. There was a 
report that Secretary Shalala I think either made available or 
received last week. The principal concern that we have is with 
public health and evidence that as a public health question 
needle exchanges advance drug treatment and drug rehabilitation. 

But the Department has been, under the circumstances allowed by 
law, looking at pilot projects that exist around the country. 

Q Mike, since you're talking about juvenile 
issues today, there was a proposal back during the campaign for 
drug testing of minors that were getting driver's license. Has 
the administration put forward legislation to enact that? Is 
that --

MR. MCCURRY: No, we have not -- the President 
instructed Secretary Pena and Secretary Shalala to report back to 

him further on that. They are continuing to work on that report, 
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i t 1 the budget. But lot me emphasize again 

1 I.. that, although I believe there le merit 

I !' to alter the Conatatution to require a. 

. I !' i balanced budget, if we alter the Con-
stitution at 2:05. by 2:10—which . is 0 
minutea later—We would not have 
ohanged by One penny either the Fed-
eral debt or Federal deficit_ Thar will 

passage, but I eay, as controversial as Ghettoes that we make individual y. Demooratio National Comatittee who 

this in, I agree with what the Senator Mr. President. I zee the Senator.frorn were Involved, and phe then did not at-

from Penneylvania paid on the floor Connectiout on the neer. I wanted to 

the other day. I agree with what  Con- say to the Senator that I need a bit of 
.tend the meeting herself,  but had not 

greesman NEUMANN and others are say-  the Mine in the 4-hour block. I hope he 
informed Mr. Ludwig about the nature 

ing in in the Hee. I agree with the pref.-  didn't •rnind. I wanted to make this .the invitation to him. 
of the meeting in order to withdraw 

entatiOn I arn making. Thie is an issue point. I hope to come back in  general  There  have teen other Questions 

that ie not ineignificant. SI trillion in debate. and T hope that the Senator  
10 years, and it,  is much more than tha.t ft.orn titah and I can engage on the con- 

raised about, the Anti-Defioiency Act. 
and perhaps other matters. Hat I think 

trt the 20 to 25 yeare that you have to nequenoes of thie language because 1 it is  vary irnportant when someone ie 

look out to see what will. be the con- think it is a trillion-doliar question  nominated  for a position and there is 

sequence or thin land of proposal. • tbat remains unanswered. I would like publiO controversy And publlc com-

Let tne frame it in a positive way. I to have P. dialog bank and forth rather .ment, that that individual have his or 

believe we ought to balance the Fed- than just presentations that vanieh  her "nay in court" to have a dater-

era] budget. I will eupport altering the into the air when the presentation* are tyanation made as to whether ehe. or 

Conetitution to place in the Constitu- completed.  I thank the Senator from he. may be qualified to handie the poet-

tion a requirement to balance the Fed-  Connectiout. • don. 
eral budget. We will vote on an alter- I yield the floor. • I thought it VMS very unfortunate, 

ne.tive, on a substitute constitutional mr. SPErrritR addreesed the Chair. when prof. La,ni Guinier was nomi-

., arnendment to balance the budget that The PRESIDING OFFICER. Mr. sE8-  nated for a key position. Assiatant At-

does that. I will otter it. I intood to SUMO]. The Senator from Pennsylvania torney General in the Department of 

vote for it. I will not vote for a con-  is recognized. 
JuetiCe, that her nomination was with-

etitutional amendment that, accom- Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President,  X have drawn without having an optiorttillitY 

plishes thia—that essentially redU0ea checked with the ManitgerA of both for her.to be heard. At that time, I met . 

by 10 years tho solvency of the current sides and he has agreed to yield me 6 with her and reed her w
uali 

ritin
ed. 

g&
 But 

a.nd I 
I 

s ooisi security system and guarantees minutes. I aek  uoanimeds consent that thought she  wee 
qfi  

that which we are supPoeed to be say- I may proceed as in morning business thought, surely, there 'should have been • 

ing will not be eaved and that witioh we for a period of up to 5 minutes• a. determination by the committee. I • 

are supposed to be caving cannot, by The PRESIDING OFFICER. without recall the• withdrawal of the nonlina-

virtue of the language of this oonetitu- objection, it ia so ordored. tion of Zoe Baird. who was up for At-

tioni a.rnendmeet. be available for uae torney General of the United States, 

only thing we do in this Chamber is 
ing to bring good people into Govern-

microscope, which is the way it is,  and 

people. I. wiu bet you that with a lot of 
,, 
.t thin Moues:Ion that's the mete. 'The 

bo to have a ohance to )ie heard and have 

i 

i 
Š1270 
atand up on the higheat desk in thie 
Chamber and bray and bellow and 
trumpet and t.alk about how they bal-
anced the budget. I cult every American 
to look at one number. What happened 
to the debt in that year in which they 
balance the budget? Tile anawer: They 
Day these balanoed the budget and they 
have to increaae the Federal siebt limtt 
by $150 billion, the seine year in whtel 
they •clairn .they balance the budget. 
Why? Reeauoe the budget has bean bal-
anced. 

And lt its not Piet me. I say to the 
Senator from Penneylvania, who is on 
the floor, be raiaed the same points the 
other day. There are Republicans in budget. Some want to IlUbatitUte that 

the Rouse, tcsvo or three dozen. that aa political rhetoric. But, ultimately. 
raised the earne pointa. I do not know the Question of whether we balance the 

how he and others will vote on final budget vrill be determined by the 

Ameriocin people, I think, want a. bal-
ance:4 budget and Ahould exPeot that 
we oan de what is necessary to balance 

the newspapers about miedonduot or 
only be altered by deoisions on taxing n
and epending made individually by Secretary of Labor. 

Members of this Congress, deciding There hae been e.n iseue raised about impropriety, the imprecision is left with 

what is a priority arm what isn't, how her handling of her ponition as liaison the publics that that is, in fact, the con-

rneoh should we spend or should we not for public matters in the Office of Pub- cluition, if the White Howie withdrawn 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD- SENATE 

spend, or how we raise revenuee or how 
don't we raise revenues. Only those de-
cisions will tiring U5 to a place we want 
to be—a balanced budget that provides 
for the long-term economic health of 
this country. 

My hope in that, in the corning days. 
when we firdeh this debate, we will 
have accornplialied ecnnething in that 
we Will en have resolved not only • to 
perhaps make a change in the. Con-
Stitution. if we can reach agreernent on 
how that, is done, but we will have re-
solved that wo should. as men and 
women. balance the budget. Changing 
the Conetitution ie not balancing the 

by Social Security recipients when lt and I recollect when Judge Ginaburg 

was promised. 
had been nominated for the Supreme 

Sometimes I get the feeling that  the 
Courtv neither ot thorn had •finithed NOMINATION OF ALEXIS M. HER-

MAN TO RE sECRETARY 0F 
LABQR 

talic to oureelvee. We just . talk baCk 
their hearinge. I think it le very irnpOr-

and forth with "eudgetapeak" end lan- 
tent, in  the,  context where we aro try-

guage and a priesthood of dialog that 
merit and, inevitably,  they are under a 

only.we understand ond that eeems al-  that is understandable. But they 
Meat totally foreign to the American 

might 

Mr, SPECTER. Mr, Presitieet. I have 
sought recognition t9 speak briefly on-
the issue of the pending nomination or 
Ma. Alexia M. Harman to be Secretary 
of 'Labor. and I urge that Ms. Herman 

wen a hearing on tho aul3ject 80 
that there nis.y be a deterininatien,  one • :their day in courrand have a chance tO 

way or the other. about her qualitioa- defend themeelvoe and have the DUblio 

tions to be Secretary of Labor. . know what has gone on. if they pass, 

I. talked at sorne lengtn to Alexis M. and it they de not, ao be it. Elut 

Herman yesterday. A requeet had been they ought to have that opportunity. 

made by the White House for tee to • .1 .resPected, the decision .rnade Ant 

meet with her, perhaps tn my capacity Judge.Sork back in 1987 vAien he want-

Se chairman of the Approprlatione Sub- ed the,  inatter to go forward' and to 

Committee that has jurisdiction over come tO a vote so that there would be 

the Department of Labor. And I Met a determination, because I think it is 

wlth Ms. Herman in the context of a very unfortunate and unwise that when 

number of questions that have baen somebody allows their nettle te be Pat 

raised about her qualifications to be forward and:you have these allegations 

liC Liitiettn, as to whether there had 
been Boma activities that went over the 
line in political activities or fundrais-
ing. I questioned Me. Herman about 
that at some length. although not in a 
diapositive iorm. But it seems to me 
that she ie entttled to be heard on the 
puhjece„and .t0.,,have:, a deeieion, made 
one way or the other filiout whether she 
ie nualified . 

I queetioned her' about the cir-
cumiltailoós where there' was a coffee, 
which ha4 etarted out in her depart-
ment, where she had iesued an invita-
tion to M. Gene Ludwig, 'who was 
Comptroller of the Currency, to a 
meeting with bangerS, at a Woe when 
she thought it was going to be a sub-
stantive meeting and it would not in-._ - 
volve fundraising. Later. ehe found out 
that there were indiViduale from the 
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My amendment removes this section 
6•  and would•lift the provialons of the 
balanOM budget ":amendMent under a 
declaration-  !of,  Wee' tit: TV the 1,  Unitiiel 
$ tates !boas ,alivilurrifnent and 'seribue 
military threat -tO natiOnat sentuity.. 
The requil,nment of heing engaged is 
tiro d. ' . 

The amendment that X offer would 
also oloarly define the role of Congress 
in certifying the existence of an immi-
nent tUact aerioue military threat. 
Under the current language, in aoction 
6 the courts could oonceivably be 

• 
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FebnaI21 1997 CON6 SS10N|LCOHDSENIE 8]27] the name—as the WMte House did with 
Prof. Lani. Guinier--or if the peraon 
doeen't move forward to a. hearing. 

I talked to rny colleague. Senator 
JEIPPOeDS, who chairs tne Labor Com-
Mittee. and Senator JerFORos has ad-
vised me that he 1s reviewing the out-
standing questions. and the prospects 
are that there, Wil1.  be a hearing. Diit ' after-. ineetine,viith . Herman a.nd 
having some Say Ovenher.DePartinent's aotiVitiei In my papacIty ea chairman 
of •the .Appropriations Subcommittee, I 
eid want to voioe my sentiments on 
thie eubjeot to urge that her nomina-
tion go torward. I do ncit have a final 
vlew aa to the Merits, vas or no. But I 
thlnk she le entitled to be heard. 

Aside frorn the allegations, that havo 
been made abbut her, she hae a very 
diatinguished rooord7  She le a graduate 
of Xavier DniverSity and has worked in 
the publio and private sectors. 8he hao 
qulte a dietinguished record as a busi-
nesswoman, Has served in the adminis-
tration of President Carter. and haa 
Berved in the turrent administration. 
She may well be qualified, or the eon-
trary may be the case. nut I think it 
ought to be heard eo she oan havo a de-
termination on the merit*. I thank my 
oolleaguee, Senator ItaTon and Senator 
DODD. for allowing me this time. I yield the floor. 

Mr. DODD, Mr. President. before 
turning to tha subject of my a.mend-
ment here. let me oornmend my col-
league from Pennsylvania for hia oorn-
mentos. I aidlociate mvaelf with hia re-
marks regarding- Alexis Herman and 
the hope expreetod by him that & hear-
ing will be held promptly for Alexia 
Herman. She deeerven that hearing. 

I have known Alexis' Herman for 
soma time. she le eminently qualified, 
Mr. Preeldent, to. fulfill the Desitloo of Secretary of Labor. There have been is-
Imes raieed, and the purpooe :for which 
we have heitringe is to allow those is-
sues to be aired and to Rive a pereon an 
opportunity to reepond. In the absence 
of that hearing; of couree, the allega-
tions remain. In many instances, aa the 
Senator from Pennoylvanla bate Pointed out, there is neier the kind of Oppor-
tunity to reepond with the sarne voice 
and the seine positioning with which 
the allegations are oftentilries Made. 

Under our eyetem it Jo abediutely eS 
Bantle.] in my view that she be given 
that opportunity. I KM totally eon-
fldent that she will respond to thoee is-
sues when she le asked publioly te re-
spond to them. It is• part of the proceee 
here going back yea.re that when people 
are nominated for high office • in any 
aslminiglratiou.they.are always advised 
p ot to respond Or oomnient tint to save 
their;.commenta for hearing:"Often-! 
times it hapPena • that the nominee is 
left in the position of having to face an 
assault of queetl ono thatare raieed and 
never gets the Opportunity to reepond 
because' you are advised to the con-  

this afternoon and raising this issue. I 
Join with him In urging .that our oom-
mittee—and I sit on the Labor Com-
mittee—set up a hearing aa soon OA, 
possible and move forward, Then, as the Senator from Venneyivanla has 
pointed out, the committee and/or thie 
body will expreat) its opinion one way 
or theo other...But. we wi11 resolve/ the 
matter and not leave the individual out 
there • to; hang, 4-lf4yex 
With all ef the appropriate suggestions 
that the Senator from Pennsylvania 
has made, el; we try to attract people 
to come oerve in our Government and 
they watett examples like this. it is 
very difficult to convinoe people to 
atep forward when they see what can 
happen to eomeone who is, In my view, 
entirely innocent of any of the allega-
tions raised but never gets the opPOr-tunity to addrece them.  

So I applaud my colleague. . 

IIALANCED jE3UDClET AmBNDMENT 
' TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the ioint resolution. 

been debated and will'be debated over 
the next. several days. • . • - 

Tho amendment that I raise, Mr, 
Peesident, does, not atidreet the 'tinder- • 
lying queetion -Of whether 'dr not we 
ought to have 11,' conetitntional amend-
ment to, balance, the.bpdget. ,ad-
d.resses.seetinn 6; and. 'Modell:1'6i .on/y. of. 
the propOsed 
what I belleVe to be •aveigy:.jegttimate 
Wile in doaling with the natienal tie"-
rity of thie country. ." ' • • 

This is an ainendment.  that I offer 

flaws :in thia aeotion: Let me .read this 
seetion. if I can. Section 6 Of the pro-
potted ainendment, not my amendment,-
the proposed constitutional amend-
ment, says: 

The Congress may wolve the provietono or 
this article for any fiscal year in•which a 
declaration of Wftr is ln afoot. The provisions of tbla artlele may be waived for any fiscal year in which tbe United States le engaged in military eonfliot which Cause!' an immi-
nent and !widow, military threat to national 
security and 15 se deolared by a joint remit)• tion adopted bY a malerity of tho whole number of eaoh House whieh becomes 1aw. 

First of all, this meet important Dec-
Mon currently contains language. In 
my view, thab would seriously under-
rnind—the distinguished Presiding orn-

le a former AttOrney General, and 
sorneone Who haa had a aerious amount 
of experience in judicial matters will 
appreciate that every word in the con-
stitutional amendment is not a caaual 
word. These worde. muot be- nelected 
very. very carefuliy. So 1 do not treat 
this lightly at all. 

"A declaration of war"—theee are 
the wore! that are most Of ooncern to 
Me—and ••'the United' Stadia is engaged 
ln a military conflict' which causes an 
imminent and serious military threat 
to natlonal security . . ." 

The provisions of the balanced, budg-
et are waived only if war is Ipolared, or 1f the Dnited States le "engaged." The 
balanced budget amendMent le quite clear • in Specifying that our 'Nation 
muBt engaged' ih milita.ry -COpfliqt_ 
before a waiver oan be granted. 

The problem. aa I see it, is that Pru-
dent foreign policy often requires re-
apending to serious threats bofore we 
actually become involved in military 
oonfliot. Yet. the language of thin 
amendment hi "fingaged"--hot "might• ho engaged or there le a -threat of en-
gagement"—but rather is ‘'engagecr in 
mliitary Conflict, 

Throughout our history Wife Natlun 
has' otten'Ilmild itself neeessarily en-
gaged in .conflict but yet in altuatione 
where immediate action was 'Mendel. 
The inilf war le :one - example that im-
mediately oomes to mind. I will discuss 
that example and •otheils in thii.débate 
ShortlY: 

Clonal amendment. I do not want my 
oolleaguee to have any illusions about 
that. But I am going to put aeide that. 
tienate and ask my colleagues to draw 
their attention to section 6 and an 
amendment that I will offer that I 
think addressee a legitimate oonoern. 

My amendment• corrects two serious 

asissiesourr NO. 4 
The PR...2SIDING OPPXCER. TJnder 

the previous order, the Senate will now 
resume consideration Of the Dodd 
amendment No: 4, with the time be-
tween now and 5:30 p.m. divided with 
107 minutes to Senator HATcH a.nd 55 
minutes to Senator DODD. 

M.r. DODD. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of the amendment I have of-
fered here this afternoon. We have oev-
Oral hours of debate: It may not be 1100-
sectary • to ooneuree all of that time. I 
will notify• my oolleagues. Othere may want to come over and address the 
issue. Although we have eet a gine of 
5:30 p.m. for a vote,. we may find our-
selves having exhausted, all of the bril-
liance on both sides of this amendment 
and abie to move to a. vote earlier than 
that. It would take unaillinolifi Consent to vote earlier, but that May bappen at 
eome time here this afternoon, • In the meantime. Z. • Prellident, let 
me state onoe again what this amend-
ment does. I urge .rny .colleagues anti 
others to pay attention. I. will put *side 
the debate of Whether ornet we ought 
to have a conštitutfonal'arnendment to 
balance the budget. That matter has 

which you could support .  and do no 
damage—in fact, - •woulfi think. 
strengthen—the• argument' • in aupport 
of the constitutional amendment & 
balanced budget. I myself have Barlow) 
underlying problem') with the conatitu-

trary. Then for whatever 'reason, if you never get that nearing, they atay Out 
there. 

So I applaud my colleague from 
Pennsylvania for coming to the floor 

• • 
• • 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you and good morning. Thank y 
ou, 
Larry. Thank you, Mr. Vice President. I want to thank the other 

officers and all of you who are here today for inviting me to com 
e 
by. There are a lot of members of my administration here. I kno 
w 
Secretary Rubin spoke earlier, and Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles 
is 
here; Gene Sperling, the Director of the National Economic Counci 
1; 
and Maria Echaveste, who is my new Assistant for Public Liaison a 
nd 
Alexis Herman's successor -- some of you may not know here. Mari 
a, 
where are you? Stand up there. I wanted you to know because she 
'11 
be relating to you. (Applause.) I want to thank you for the sup 
port 
that so many of you have given to Alexis Herman in the job that s 
he 
held and in the job that I'm confident she will hold as the Secre 
tary 
of Labor. 
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