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"AT THE TABLE" - Facilitator: Shirley Harrington-Watso 

/ 

eon' 
Louisville, KY - February 21, 1996 was the site of much activity from 
members of the Clinton Administration. As First Lady Hillary Clinton 
prepared to meet and greet well-wishers at book-signing tour for her 
book, "It Takes a Village", Attorney General Janet Reno addressed the 
Kentucky State Assembly on the issue of domestic violence. Appointee, 
Shirley Harrington-Watson, served as host for an "At The Table" 
discussion with twenty women at the Downtown Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

This diverse group included 17 African Americans and 3 women of 
European decent. They ranged in ages 25-35 (3); 36-45 (4); 46-55 (11); 
and 65+ (1). There were 15 mothers. Of the twenty,; all were in mid-
level or managerial positions; and 10 single and 10 married in the group. 

The following are their priority concerns: 

1. To be respected as responsible individuals and treated as first class 
citizens with equal opportunities. Examples were given of sales persons 
calling their homes asking to speak to the man of the house. One 
women stated, "You know a husband must sign for his wife to get a car 
here in Louisville." Another lady added, "I recently called to get an 
appraisal on my home which is in my name, but because my husband 
wasn't there to authorize it, they would not come out to look at my 
home." A third woman stated, "I refuse to buy from anybody who ask 
those questions. I live along, its none of their business if a man is in my 
life. I pay my own bills." 

2. Having woman in positions of authority in government operations, 
not just one of two in top positions, but more women, especially in areas 
that impact the development of programs for women. "In implementation 
of government regulations, women must be a part of this decision-
making process. Consult women on women issues." 

3. A sustained level of commitment by the federal government to women 
business owners with more program support to encourage, educate and 
assist women who want to go into business. "If true empowerment for 
women in this country is to occur, more activity is needed to sustain 
economic development and growth for women in business." 

4. Health care coverage that transfers with pre-existing conditions from 
one company to another when a women changes jobs. Protection under 
federal/state laws that prevent companies from cancellation of insurance 
policies for women known to have extended medical conditions that may 
exist for years. Cost controls on medical care should become priority. 



5. Job security that does not diminish with privatization. Most felt that 
the federal government had the best record for opportunities in 
advancement for women. But they feared that contracting-out is going to 
reduce chances for advancement. Also, the contracting-out needs stiffer 
enforcement so that discrimination practices are prevented. Most 
preferred job-sharing with benefits instead of contractual part-time work 
arrangements, which carry no benefits. 

6. "Pay for performance" is old come-back process that is subjective and 
subject to abuse. They strongly stated that "this area must be controlled 
better this time." Many felt that in most agencies, the mid-levels are 
being reduced and this is the highest level for most women. One 
commented, "Now that this middle is being cut, how will affirmative 
action work. Women have been the last-in and then first-out based on 
down-sizing, re-organizations and now performance factors. We are 
going backward, down in the ladder and over the next ten years we will 
go back up to this mid-level only to be forced to retire with no hope for 
top positions." 

7. Want education systems to get in step with job market needs so that 
their children can compete. "The projections from international markets 
should be integrated into school curriculum. Our children will not have 
jobs if we don't change." stated one mother. Priority to higher education 
funding needs, and more funds available for students were also raised. 

The closing comments were about safety in the workplace and safe 
environments to and from workplace; no glass-ceiling as identified in 
recent past; and transition time be given with special consideration for 
single-parents who may be required to move with staffing cuts. 

Conclusion: 
A. Possible schedule of events within next six months to include an 
SBA conference for this area for women in or interested in business. 
B. Mail-outs that provide information on violence and crime with new 
laws that will help hopefully alter current trends. 
C. Public hearing on the status of women in Kentucky to focus on the 
opportunities of women and treatment by corporations and businesses. 
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