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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
RE: WOMEN'S BUREAU REPORT
DATE: APRIL 22, 1996
BACKGROUND:

In an effort to increase Inter-agency communication and coordination I am forwarding
a report of activities engaged by the Women's Bureau and, of course, supported by Secretary
Reich. If you find the same useful, I would hope to submit them periodically for your
information and use.

As you know I was recently appointed as Acting Director of the Women's Bureau
(3/12/96). Your office, as well as many other colleagues, has offered me invaluable guidance
and support and I hope I may reciprocate by increasing awareness of the issues concerning
American working women and assisting this administration to effectively address their

concerns. The following strategy is being used in an effort to accomplish this goal:
INTER-AGENCY COORDINATION:

White House Initiative on Women: The WB's is excited by the prospects of increased
coordination regarding activities affecting working women between these two offices. Since
my appointment the following major activities have been undertaken:

a) At the Tables: Using Betsy Meyer's initiative and format I have held 5 "At the
Tables" during my first field trip to New York the week of 4/15. Each roundtable was
attended by approximately 30-40 women. The feedback has been incredibly useful and
enriching---even for those of us who perceive themselves as "experts" on women issues.

The following groups were touched:
) Minimum Wage/Low wage earners/ Unemployed Women

0 Home Care Workers -- Union and Non Union

0 Downsized/Contingent Workers

o Latina/Hispanic Women/NGOs

0 Teen mothers/College women/younger work force



The message received on behalf of the President:

0 Minimum Wage is not for teenagers alone. A 60+ woman explained how after
4 years as Home Attendant--caring for others--she had remained at minimum wage working 6
hours a day, 5 days per week. Although the wages barely provided for her needs, she
preferred to work than to go on Welfare. She needed an increase to buy clothes for her
grandchild who was starting school. She changed jobs and now she still makes minimum
wage BUT works 8 hours a day--6 days.a week!

0 Raise Minimum Wage--Help Kids Stop Selling Drugs! Several women and men
stated that it was impossible to have kids not fall for the temptation of selling drugs if their
mothers were bringing home minimum wages---barely paying rent and feeding them! Also,
jobs available in urban setting for College graduates pay around 15,000 dollars. How can kids
be persuaded to go to school when there are no jobs and those that exist pay minimum or
close to minimum wages. One young college educated worker said: Why follow Mom's
footsteps or mine ($18,000 after 8 years working and with BA). Why make $4.25 and hour
when you can make $425!!

0 Working Poor Need Help, Too! Public assistance is demeaning and they don't
want it. Those on it are forced to stay in the system because the jobs they are sent to pay
minimum wage with no medical benefits. What happens when their kids are sick? How can
you pay for child care, transportation to work, clothes and medical care on $170 per week? If
you are working for $10,000 or 12,000 a year and something happens--rent goes up, etc. and
you fall behind---where do you go? If you are working there is no help. Welfare treats you
like a cheat! If you lose your job and just want temporary help--no one helps you get a job.
Welfare strips you of your dignity. They should pay for transportation or child care so you
can support your family! They should help with rent so you can keep your job. But in order
to get help--yousmust loseit all first!

0 Training and Education must be meaningful: Public Assistance offers training
but they force you to take any job. You study to have a skill and then they say take the first
job you get. A woman had sacrificed children's care to attend Community College and be a
child care provider. Was told to take job at fast food place at minimum wage---why did they
waste my time making me think I could do better? Can't get support to go to 4 year college---
how can I break out of minimum wage? Young women stated that minimum wage is not
enough to help family and go to school. Minimum wage hurts teens that want and need to
help their families. Young urban women feel education is not accessible. Education leads to
low paying jobs anyway. If you're a teen mother you are treated as a disgrace. Mistakes are
made--helps us get ahead...don't keep us down by not providing child care! Pay attention to
our schools---our kids.are neglected...how can they move ahead?? Where is our future?

0 Cuts in jobs hurt! We have no where to go! Women from all walks of life
expressed frustration and fear. Women victims of downsizing feel that their skills and talents
are devalued. Discrimination based on age and sex remains a true concern. There is a
disconnect with the corporate world. A sense that no one cares what happens to them! Jobs
are being fragmented--then "outsourced"! You then become a "consultant" paid by the project!
little or no benefits--interrupted pay cycles--no loyalties and inability to network. It's worst for
young educated women as one captured the sense--' I am 24 years old, under paid and over
worked...and I will always be this way! There is not a woman's face on the downsizing stories
published. The government needs to look into what is happening and take a stand!



0 Poor working women are downsized, too! Home care attendants are care givers.
We take care of elders and spouses so that others may live their lives...keep their jobs. But,
what about us? We have spouses and elders, too...and we can't take care of them. If we work
full time it is 12 hours a day! We have no pensions, no benefits and work for minimum wage
or a bit above. Managed care is cutting our hours. Many are now left with 4 hour days or 4
hour weeks. If you qualified for medical benefits---you lose them! You can't live on this but,
you don't qualify for public assistance because you are working! There is training to keep up
with certifications but, this training gets you no where. If you are cut out...you can't get
another job. You don't have time to train or educate yourself. Employers should be required to
offer training that leads to upward mobility...if they are cutting hours---that leads to another
job!

0 Child Care, Child Care, Child Care: Throughout all conversations, women were
unanimous in clamoring for child care services. Also quality of work life services. Ability to
visit schools and take care of family needs without fear of losing jobs.

The above are mere summaries of the many statements--some heart wrenching--- made to me
during the roundtables. Women wrote many of their concerns, although their writing cannot
substitute for their personal accounts. At the WB, I intend to follow up with many of their
concerns--where relevant to our mission. I look forward, however, to a discussion with you
and others on how to address these concerns in a coordinated and comprehensive manner.
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HCC

Home Care Council of New York City
425 East 25th Streat, 8th Floor - New York, NY 10010 - (212) 481.4429

MEETING WITH IDA CASTRO, ACTING DIRECTOR
US. DEPT. OF LABOR/ WOMEN’S BUREAU
AND NYC HOME CARE WORKERS
APRIL 15, 1996
3:00PM - 5:00PM

AGENCY NAME BOROUGH HOME CARE WORKER

Bronx Jewish Community Council Bronx Gregoria Santana
Home Attendant Services, Inc

Council for Human Services H.C.S Manhattan Mayra Bustamante
v FEGS Home Attendant Serv Manhattan Grace Johnson
\/10/‘ Pomonok Home Services, Inc Queens Merle Bernard
RAIN Home Att.end_ant Services,Inc. Bronx Felicia Shaw
‘/ Saint Nicholas Human Support Corp.  Brooklyn Ramonita Rodrigucz
-/ Saint Nicholas Human Support Corp. Brooklyn Ann Middleton
J Saint Nicholas Fluman Support Corp.  Brooklyn Inez Kennedy
Services for the Underserved H.C.S  Brooklyn Edith King
Stella Orton Home Care Agency Staten Island Bernadette Skinner
Sunnyside Home Care Project, Tnc.  Queens Winston Rivera
/ The Caring Neighbor, Inc Manhattan Rachel Blagrove
Post-it" Fax Note 7671 |03 g112]q, [rages™ |

o Oe. Magy Mogphtee [ Sandra alaveta
Comert PSDOL/ Wi [ HCCAYC

Frhone # ! Phone l(]‘ l%) bb.')-'s&'f‘l": ¢ Z3¢
P 12) 337- 2294 [ (fven)
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

Dear President Clinton:
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

Dear President Clinton:
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

Dear President Clinton:
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

Dear President Clinton:
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(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

ear President Clinton:

he (NerepRe ol The Miniup? V\//%—C‘£
NﬂvL ;%@L"o«{f CLAT redd 15 ue In [
~f

-~ Ta Len kK ey f’é’f’nrOHC“' DA
: for) oy BALPL L1l A ffr‘(v r’/\
[ lome @ zQpTTIZr{g, /_6’17; e el yn e Th. -

NAME: Noﬁmﬂ Cum mﬁq@%

ADDRESS;_£3) [1u e BLI ) pﬁi’ @4
Clenklvst” KN & 11203

PHONE:__ 7@ lues |4 35 @

FAX: 4 ) . /

E-MAIL:

Location of At the Table:

Date of At the Table:

Appointee Host of At the Table:

Local Contact Host:




WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

Dear President Clinton:

_u,%,,w ,é-r- Zhs /a: : P .

Z’gé( Z?_ 2 éz::: Lo é o E£ Ei:ﬂ!‘-“é Lo Z./._n., P ;___Z:.';i
esmading

ol  oAlho

2. Wl it Ll Tt P AN TR W L S

NAME: ~ {w/gp/-a_ - Ep(i»-rcj{
ADDRESS: 5 3/ foa. f e L S/°
Loraerd e ags

Ny (1692
PHONE: /2 _t"7¢p— 075 <
FAX:
E-MAIL:

Location of At the Table:

Date of At the Table:
Appointee Host of At the Table:
Local Contact Host:




WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

Dear President Clinton:

V- Z (Crr LoZe Ferr Tl frescclont . %&é e

1plos . gl bopirsficie oo ii Hiolios, , Lo llem

C it T - Lo & lee’8 | |

4

NAME,/*”/(&{J—-‘./ @/{ e

ADDRESS: 22/2 Elhtire b sfy=’
oo d: Lepeyg, /\/9’ e - A7 Zc
PHONE: ‘%7 52 ¢y
FAX: i
E-MAIL.:
Location of At the Table:
Date of At the Table:
Appointee Host of At the Table:
Local Contact Host:




WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
(Please return to the Presidential Appointee Host of the At the Table.)

Dear President Climon:
1oL WeRK TN Homwe CARE.
BechSE Of THE cT RAcK TN MEDNCARE AND.
Mz:fDé'éﬁ; My WORK Howup@s TS cut BACK .
Alse Now T Am pon Empliye ;MY Lurenploy
iS  fun 0aT - ) vy
ITT ZS VERY JHARD Tb REEL UP wiTH KEWT
LAGHT GHS AND PHINEG , AnD HISO Grocire: ~

2_PLEHSE He(P (1T [ PROCGRAM THAT [(KorKinG
Profrle IS et oF WRK (AN HHUE St ETHING
10 fanTe So THEY cBN PBEr7eRTHEY SELL.

NAME:_ MRS -<TenniFer  PHILLIPS .
ADDRESS: é?@ RoGers Ave RHPLI1-D.

rookKluyp. N-Y- 1224
PHONE: (- )IK> 2. ¥~ 2441
FAX:
E-MAIL:
Location of At the Table:
Date of At the Table:
Appointee Host of At the Table:
Local Contact Host:

HCoRW MK
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WHAT | WANT THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW
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