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My Résumé Is Enclosed

It may be a tad embarrassing to admit
to writing letters of reference for. peo-
ple one barely knows, but neverthe--
less, that’s the position taken by Sen-
ate minority leader Tom Daschle’s -
staff when it comes to his hearty réc- °
ommendation of one John Huangt to
the Clinton transition team in 1993.

“I-haye known John Huang for four * ~

years, having worked with him on
number of economic development

projeets,” Daschle wrote to trans;tmn; :

team head Richard! Riley. “I can per-
sonally attest to John's strong back- -
grmmd in trade and Pacific Rim -
issues.” Huang, who has become the
symbol of shady Democratic fund rais-
ing; was then an executive with the
Indonesia-based Lippo Group con=
glomerate, and interested in poattons
at Commerce, Treasury and the office

- ‘.. . I, =

: mgmmgznatf

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-4103

January 8, 1993

of the U.S. Trade Representative,
According to Daschle spokeswoman
Ranit Schmelzer, the Senator says

he doesn’t remember how he met
Huang, who became Deputy Assistant
Secretary at Commerce, and has no
recollection of any “economic devel-
opment projects” the two of them col-
laborated on. But Huang did arrange
an April 1991 fund-raising lunch in
Los Angeles for the Senator. Daschle
has returned the roughly $3,000
raised at that lunch from Huang and
his wife Jane; James Riady, who was
Huang’s boss at Lippo; Maria Hsia,
who would later co-chair the infamous
1996 Buddhist-temple fund raiser
attended by Al Gore; and several oth-
ers. Daschle was not alone in recom-
mending Huang;: the businessman
was also tipped for a job in a recently
released 1992 Democratic National
Committee memo. —By Viveca Novak

Served as interim or acting appomte:e durmg part or all of wamng penod

Source: Senate Historical Office

. :'joint $200 million

.wh_:ch he requested
' kindly get Titanic the hell

- release date. What's not clear i

HOLLYWOOD NOTES

couple of weeks
for Harrison
Ford. First, his
leading lady in’*
the upcoming -
Six Days/Seven . |
Nights, Annie _ -
Heche, overnight
becamethe
world’s second most amo
bian. Then he learned th

tanic, on July 25—ri

his way. 'Ihesummera]ready

open on July 25,
_Thestud'losl_lavemwnfor_

be shipshape in tim

whether the film can be ready in
time for any summer date. The
unpalatable alternative is to hold i it
for November. Until then, Foxin- |
curs more than $5 million a month
in interest charges.

Fox studio chief Bi Mecham
says the Titanic footage looks
great and the decision to make th
movie will seem a lot smarter
once the public gets a look at
But given the jam-packed season; '
there’s no place to park this ocean
liner. Meanwhile, Air Force
has been generating great buzz.
Should the Ford flick be forced
into a battle with Titanic, aud
ences will have to choose be
the two, giving Titanic a chan
sink yetagain.  —By Kim

TIME, MAY 12,1997
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man offered Weaver and
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ahman. Rahman hired
spring, days after
meeting with Herman,
Weaver and her partner, Lau-
rent Yene, Yene said Her-

Rahman as a client.
was promot-
ing a $1.1 billion satel-
which

.

opments, the firm then
owned by Weaver and Yene.
‘eaver, Rahman and the
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Communications
ibgs, Inc., or MCHI.
April, MCHI records
to help the

Rahman
company find overseas fi-
sald he was not authorized to
retain the Weaver-Yene firm.
Last year, MCHI cam-
to win

In several instances, Her- paigned
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: HermanTi Conftrmiedas Labor Secretar?

After Clinton Alters Planto Help Unions

By GLENN BURKINS

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREXT JOURNAL

WASHINGTON - After months of delay
and partisan bickering, the Senate-voted
yesterday to confirm Alexis Herman as
labor secretary, filling out the final spot
in President Clinton's mnnd-tu-m cabi-
net.

The 85-13 vote came quickly after
mewmuﬂnuuurmwmm fora.
labor-friendly exec- —_—
utive order that

Ms. Herman's nom-
fnation indefinitely
unless Mr. Clinton

The executive order would have re-
quired federal-agency heads to consider
using unionlike labor agreements on all
federally funded construction projects. In-
stead, Mr. Clinton said he would issue an
‘‘executive memorandum” on the matter,
which, according to White House officials,
carries much the same welight but would
expire along with Mr. Clinton's prul
dency. An order, however, could stand

indefinitely unless revoked or changed by

a {uture chief executive.
'Iﬁmtﬂﬂnklwotﬂddeﬂnethlsasa
compromise,” said Gerald W. McEntee,

e president of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees

union. The difference between an execu-

tive order and a memorandum, he said, “is .

a difference without distinction.”

But on the Republican side, GOP sena-
tors and pro-business groups said the
president backed down.

“*The executive branch does not have
the power to change laws, and this pro-
posal would clearly have done that," said
Sen. Nickles. 1 have been assured by
. White House omcials that lhey will not

issue this order."
the p order would

Critics say
have shifted bmlons dollars of federal

2

construction money to union-only contrac-
tors. They accuse the president of promis-

‘ing the deal to organized labor as payback

for labor’s support in last fall's elections.
Denise Mitchell, the AFL-CIO's spokes-
woman, said labor was *just as tickled as
can be" with yesterday’s outcome. I think ~
mepresidemhetpedtheaapubllmnve
face on this,"” she said.
Withm.llemmlnomlnauonw

in the Senate, both sides were eager to find

a solution. Democrats were complaining ..
that GOP delays were hurting the Labor '
Depcmanl.'herethmmmmlkey

Ms. Hema.n.tlsyuuoldmdawm
of Mobile, Ala., first came to Washington

]
!
1

with the Carter administration and wis -

appointed to head the Labor Department's

women's bureau. She later formed her own 8

business, advising employers on issues of |
racial and gender diversity. In the first |
Clinton .term, Ms. Herman was director -

.oflhewmu!{om()fﬂcenrmncuu

withexecuﬂvepmdamauom Asanexam-
ple,- he pointed to Mr. Clinton's executive
memorandum to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration retallers to check
picture Identifications of tobacco buyers
age 27 or younger.

“I feel very strongly that
needs to reassert itsell as the legislative
branch, and we can't allow the White
House to legislate. though executive or-
der,” Sen, Nickles said recently.
But with Republicans controlling both
the House and Senate, the administration
has become increasingly dependent on
executive decrees to carry out the presi-
dent’s agenda. *

Meanwhile, on Capltol Hill some Dem- |

ocrats allied with labor complained pri-

vately that the White House had given up

too much grouhd to Senate Republicans by °

abandoning the executive order.
—Michael K. Frisby
contribuled {o this article.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1997
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After Im,basl'se;'Set__l.afe Conﬁrms

 Clinton’s Choice for Labor Post

2 Sides Claim W&on IW'ifH.Uniéns Compromlse

‘ R y JERRY GRAY
T - Breaiant

WASHINGTON, April 30 — After
- months of delay, the Senate today
approved Alexis Herman as Secre-
tary of Labor. Her nomination, held
up initially over her role in campaign
fund-raising, was cleared after a
compromise with the White House
ended an impasse over union labor
on Federal contracts,

The confirmation vote was 85 to 13
and provided an anticlimactic post-
script to the bitter partisan dispute
that had whirled for months around
Ms. Herman's nomination and had
threatened to block Senate action on
an array of unrelated measures.

The vote came after Président
Clinton backed away from his inten-
tion to issue an executive order that

would have directed Federal agen-

cles to consider awarding large Fed-
eral construction projects to compa-
-nies with unionized labor. -
The Senate majority leader, Trent
Lott, said Mr. Clinton had
instead to achieve his aim by issuing
a Presidential memorandum of un-

ing substantial,” said Senator Ed-
.ward M. Kennedy of Massachusetts,
,the senior Democrat-on the Labor
‘Committee. -

He said unionized labor “will ‘be
“considered and given important new
emphasis by all Federal agencies on
appropriate Federal construction
projects.”

Clinton gave up noth- -

Off the Senate floor, powerful lob-
bying groups on both sides of the

, dispute continued their fight.’

i “The withdrawal of this proposed
.executive order is an outright vic-
tory for American taxpayers, con-

Continued on Page A2
Continued From Page Al

" struction workers and business, and
a repudiation of big labor’s attempt

. .o buy with political contributions, a
union monopoly of Government con-
projects,” said Bruce Jos-

ten, senior vice president for the

Intelligence unfilled. The President’s
first choice for the job, Anthony
Lake, withdrew his nomination un-.
*der a barrage of political questions
and the White House then nominated
George Tenet, a career employee of
the C.LA. - '

President Clinton nominated Ms.
Herman, the director of the White
House Office of Public,Liaison, for
Labor Secretary on Jan.7." - . '

While members on both sides of".
the aisle initially spoke favorably of -
ran into a storm of political problems

" as Senate Republicans investigated

derstanding. Republicans ‘had. ob- URited States' Chamber of Com-.whether Ms. Herman had improper-

_jected not only to the Government's '

encouraging unionized labor but also
to the notion of Mr. Clinton governing
by executive orders. Such orders
main in effect after the President
who issued them leaves office. Mem-
orandums do not,

In a brief statement that did not

mention the labor agreement, Presi-
dent Clinton thanked the Senate “for
its strong show of support” of Ms.
Herman’s nomination.

There was never any question
that she was highly qualified to be
Secretary of Labor,"” he said. .

Mr. Lott and Senator Don Nickles

of Oklahoma, who had held up the

vote on the nomination, were among
42 Republicans who voted with 43
Democrats in favor of Mrs. Her-
marn's ' confirmation. The 13 votes
against her all came from Republi-
cans. AR

. The deal that broke the legislative
logjam provided a political face-sav-

ing for all the players involved, but -

each side was quick to claim outright
victo :

ry. :

J‘u“-l _didn’t \have a problem with

exis Herman being Secretary of
Labor as much as [ had a real prob-
-lem with’ what I perceived to be
legislation by executive orders,”
said Mr. Nickles, the majority whip
and second in rank to Mr. Lott.

Mr. Nickles said that the Adminis-
tration’s proposed memorandum
was not legally binding. But White
House aides and allies in the Senate
argued that the memorandum would
‘have the same effect as the proposed
executive order. '

re-

merce, : i

. The chamber was one of the lead-

ers in-the lobbying effort against the
proposed executive order. '

* On the other side, the A.F.L-C.1.0.
| leveled its political broadside at the
| Repubndc:ns.

“By dragging their feet with one
| partisan excuse after’

* . ly mixed her White House job with

politics. She’ was able to convince
- Republicans on the Labor Commit-
tee that she had not crossed the line,
But no sooner had she put those
questions and problems to rest than

~ her nomination became a- political

pawn in the fight over the Federal

another, :
R li 1 rship contract guidelines. -
k:&ua’:mm soci t mmohﬁ: A senior aide to one of the Republi-

a new leader for four months,” John can leaders said that negotiations
J. Sweeney, the president of the huge between Mr. Nickles' office and the

] labor federation, said in a statement. White House on a deal began nearly

¢ “The delays in this process have ‘two weeks ago, shortly after Mr.
totally outrageous.” " Nickles put a hold on the nomination.
Today’s vote all but completes Mr. . After a series of meetings involv-
Clinton’s second-term Cabinet, Jeav- ing senior staff members and lasting
Ing only the job of Director of Central " gy sive hours all together, the two
; sides finally reached agreement on
the o Tuesday night. = &

Aﬁj" the dea’ls : " ' The deal was sealed this afternoon
ma ach side.i when the Administration delivered a_
. :’ eac lh f‘de " letter to Mr. Nickles signed by Er-

Ui £ skine B. Bowles, the White House

q : !C. o C. aman chief of staff, promising to drop the
Oﬂtﬂght ' vtctmy. execitive order and to issue a memo-

randum instead.

L g

&

e New Pork Times
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- mation 85-13
Mr.

“terday that the president gave up

‘hire union shops

Clinton &2

backs .

downon &

unions
Senate then OKSs
Herman 85-13

Ex Laurie KeiTJ.r.r.\an A \

.resolving a “hostage”
situation on Capitol Hill and
clearing the way for Alexis Her-
man’s confirmation as labor secre-

The Senate her confir-
an hour after

' Republicans
then had refused to bring up the.
vote on Miss Herman. i o
“The majority leader and I are
pleased the White House under-

stands the Senate's concerns that |

this executive order far exceeds
the constitutional authority of the |.
executive branch,” said Sen. Don |
Nickles, who had placed a “hold” |:
on Miss Herman's nomination un-
til the White House backed off.

“The executive branch does not
have the power to chmge laws, and
this proposal would clearly have
dorie that,” he said.” |

The White House insisted yes-

nothing substantive becatise even
the executive order was intended
only to * e” agencies to
s for government
contracts, according to’ White
House spo Toiv.

“This was always intended tobe |

a directive, it was never intended
to be mandatory,” Mr. Toiv said. -
In a statement, Mr. Clinton

see HERMAN, page A20 -

From page Al :
show of support for Alexis Her-
man. There was never. w
tion that she was Egglrz qualified
1o be secretary of T
Senate Democrats applauded
the deal that ended a four-month
lag between her approval by a Sen-
ate committee and yesterday’s
vote. 4
“It was a mistake for the Repub-

lican leadership. to hold her nomi-
nation hostage on a separate labor

| man was

Massachusetts, - ranking
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_tion to, the floor. Twice this week,

"they prevented a vote on relief

funding for flood victims for that

§

But though Democrats’ de- °

mands were met with Miss ‘Her-

man’s - confirmation, the relief .

funding faces a tough road. Repub-
licans insist on attaching an
amendment that would prohibit
future

. ons on
the deal began 2 p.m. Tues-
day, when officials -
sent over a revised executive order -
- 'of law, “but would be ve” -
He said the House

“ . John Hilley and De, Chief of
.thanked the Senate for its “strong * mm Back

Her easy
surprise, although her early road
to the Cabinet was rough as Re-
publican senators grilled her on
whether she crossed the line be-
tween her official duties and
Democratic fund raising.
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Thntmh(hﬂmwﬂlhelsm“’dmﬂhmﬁmns
little less than four years, and odds are they sren't going back to
Arkansas.

California, here they come?

Herman Wins Senate Confirmation to Labor
Secretary Post (Washn) By Edwin Chen and
Jon Peterson (c) 1997, Los Angeles Times ¥

WASHINGTON Alexis Herman, whose nomination to be Labor
mmmwmmsﬁmm
Wednesday after President Clinton sbandoned plans to issue a
Mmmmmﬂmﬂuﬂwww
union workers in construction projects.

The president's strategic retreat may have resolved a political
standoff with Senate Republicans, but it could antagonize labor
groups. Just last February in Los Angeles, Vice President Al Gore had
m.mdmmmnhmmm
issue the new rules to strengthen labor’s hand in dealings
with the hundreds of thousands of firms that do business with the

Instead of an executive order, Clinton now will issue a memorandum
to the same effect a change that the White House and its Democratic
allies in the Senate insisted bears no substantive difference.

Traditionally, an executive order is viewed as more permanent than
a presidential memorandum. .

But White House spokesman Barry Toiv, while declining to
describe the quid-pro-quo as 8 victory, said that **because the
directive is essentially intended to encourage agencies, rather than
have a mandatory effect, there's really not a lot of difference.”

Repnﬂmndbnmmﬁrmmmww
the change as & victory. The GOP-dominated Senate proceeded to
epprove Herman's nomination by a vote of 85-13. She was the last of
Clinton's Cabinet-level appointees whose confirmation was pending.

Afterward, AFL-CIO President John J. Sweeney issued a

R-Okla., the assistant majority leader, held firm against an executive
adwmnﬁa‘h%}hmd‘udbmﬁh.“@?
sources said.

*"We held fast on & memo,” mqu)ndn.

The breakthrough was reached Tuesday night during a telephone
WMMMMWMMTM
Lou,D-Ms. sources said.

Imﬂwedthemoldumdthc%wﬂmubu. one top GOP
staffer said.
mgmﬂ:emmhubmlheuinodmymgbem
Gore and House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt, D-Mo., for the
Democratic presidential nomination in 2000. Gore has been wooing
big labor, in part because Gephardt is believed to have the inside track
mmwmw
z We’rawrypleuodw:ﬁ:ﬂwum Ginny Terzano, Gore's
spokeswoman, said Wednesday. ** There is no substantive difference
between an executive order and a memo."
two, saying Clinton would have been."'legislating by executive order”
under the president original plan. Unlike an executive order, Nickles
said, " a memo doesn't have the effect of law." -

Reno Tells Senate She Won't Be Pressured in
Donation Probe (Washn) By Robert L. Jackson
(c) 1997, Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON - Attorney General Janet Reno faced off Wednesday
against Senate Republicans who accused her of conflict of interest,
telling a Senate committee she will not give in to pressure **from

. Congress nor anyone else” to seek an independent counsel to

insisted *'I've got to go by the facts"in her oft-stated decision to keep
the probe in the hands of career prosecutors and the FBL

Panel chairman Orrin G. Hatch, R-Utah, and other GOP members
said Reno was misreading the law and ignoring a clear conflict of
interest on her part in maintaining control over the inquiry.

Reno also was pressed on what she hbs told the White House about
allegations that China sought to influence last year's presidential and

congressional elections with an infusion of cash. WM
mhmdhmmhdlﬂ
wmmmummwwmqm
have found.
But Frech met earlier this week with Samuel R. * Slndy'B:w ﬂ:l_,
president's national security adviser, Reno said, to make sure **be was

_ fully informed consistent with the needs of the criminal investigation

mmmwmummuh

Iacks “*specific and credible evidence” of wrongdoing by high ¢
mm.wuammmu

~ could seek appointment of & special counsel.

Hatch said ** deeply troubling revelations” about millions of dollars
mhwﬂquﬁmhmﬁndwdm
Clinton should mandate an outside investigation.

Citing public opinion polls that show nearly 60 percent spproval for
appointment of an independent counsel, Hatch said: ** The time has
come for Attorney General Reno to consider the public's skepticism
regarding her decision."-

Btkmrq:had. *I'm not going to do things based on polls. 'm

to do them based on evidence."

And, she said, if evidence emerged of an sctual conflict of interest

rather than just the appearance of one she would change her mind. |

**] am not going to violate my oath in this matter because of pressure
from any quarter not from the media, not from Congress nor from
anywhere else,” she testified.

Sexi. Fred D. Thompson, R-Tenn., who will conduct congressional
bearings this summer on political fund-raising allegations, said Reno
Was wrong.

}huﬂadmﬁnmm m:ﬂd‘mutthwhnclhym
be a criminal violation,” a standard sufficient to warrant an outside
counsel. 2

Democrats on the panel generally praised Reno for **sticking to your
m‘hh“dh%?ﬁﬂmmm
Patrick J, Leahy, D-Vt, said **no matter how sound her legal
judgment and appraisal of the facts, if she refuses to do what the
Rqﬁhmmﬂm(:mamwmﬁawmuunndmth

carpet”
Among the Democrats, oaly Sen. Russell D. Feingold, D-Wis., 8
hdm'pwdwﬁnmmmnmwm

mmhthbMuﬁdﬂmm
investigation will be free from any political influence," Feingold said.

'Shntllownl’lumamton,cw =

on Collision Course (Washn) By Janet Hook
(c&l”?.lMAngelu Times

'ASHINGTON President Clinton and Congress are on a collision
course over & Republican effort to avoid a repeat of the 1995-96

shutdown that became a political disaster for the GOP.At

stake is the fate of a mid-year emergency appropriations bill that
ptmﬂuamsswhmﬁrlhodppodaedhdrpmﬂym
mnhﬁn;ﬁmdm;ﬁxvs.pmdmcpmqfaumamamddtm

relief for 23 states.
m,mammcmmmwmwm
must-pass bill, after tacking on a far-reaching amendment to keep the
government operating if there is another budget impasse this fall. It
would do so by sutomatically extending finding after the end of this
fiscal year on Sept. 30, but at reduced levels that Democrats deem

Clinton has threatened to veto the disaster relief bill if it includes the
budget-cutting amendment. Senate Democrats accused Republicans of
holding the disaster relief messure hostage to their partisan agenda on
the budget and other aress. ’

**The people in these 23 states need help and need it now, and it is
grossly unfair to them to use this instrument ‘of diaster relief as a
vehicle for political gain," said Sen. Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va.

The dispute comes as a bipartisan team of congressional and
administration officials continue efforts to reach a budget compromise
for the coming fiscal year. Sources say an agreement is near, as
negotiators have narrowed differences on tax cuts, defense spending,
Medicare savings and other domestic programs.

But Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle, D-5.D., warned it would
be a *'death blow to the budget talks if Republicans press shead with
their controversial anti-shutdown bill

At the center of dispute is the appropriations bill that includes
Mhh“mammhmmﬂ

. children and disaster aid.

The money bill, becanse of the certainty it will eventually be
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POLITICS & POLICY

Alexis Herman Is Pawn in F eud Over Executive Ordeﬂ

Herman, who once loomed as one of the '
nominees.

By GLENN BURKINS
And GeraLp F. SEis
Staff Reporters of Tur WaLL STREET JOURNAL

Collision or Cooperation?
In addition to the Alexis Herman nomination, here are the other
big issues President Clinton and Congress now confront:

B THE BUDGET: Talks between the White House and
Congress have been sputtering along for several weeks, hung
up on fundamental questions of spending cuts and Medicare -
funding. Is something happening behind the scenes between

it we work President Clinton and Senate Leader Trent Lott?

Happy bipartisanship, though, is about M CHINA: President Clinton must ask for an extension of
Bm;tmwknvm:&oﬂh And. China's Most Favored Nation trade status by June 3. National- P

exis Herman s caught pincer. mmmmmwoppm an . showed in her job as head of White House

Ms. Herman is the president’s nominee | gqension, Wil they now put extra pressure on senators who Mexis Herman ~ |  laison an ability to work with the business
to run the Labor Department, and she is crossed them by voting for the chemical weapons treaty? e .
the lone nominee still unconfirmed in Mr. view her as being far less pro-union than
Clinton's second cabinet. She is frozen In I CHILD HEALTH: Sens. Edward Kennedy and Orrin Hatch propose a fobacco tax to outspoken + Robert Reich.
mimugwwmgmmm enerats funds to give the states to give health coverage to uninsured children. Cah peam.:h.nam“'thum::-
unsettled political scores. Flood aid for the | Se™- Hatch win over skeptical Republicans? ble a foe as some other labor secretary
Midwest, bipartisan comity and the Senate candidates might be because of ethical
itsell all may.become hostages of the  senators have shot down talks of a compro- - may well be a spending bill that includes  questions, that have swirled around her.
struggle before it Is over. Among the  mise in which the executive order would * billions of dollars In disaster relief. That Before she was quietly approved by the
ironies is that the same union leaders who  simply be delayed for 45 days while the  would include money for Sen. Daschle's Labor panel earlier this month, Republi-
initially resisted the choice of Ms. Herman - Herman nomination proceeds. own South Dakota, as well as for victimsof  can investigators looked hard into accusa-
now find themselves fighting hard to save White House officials so far refuse to  the heavily publicized recent floods in tions that she used her close relationship
GOP Challenge timing or wording of the order but won't That say, thatSen.  Brown to profit in her own business deal-

Senate Republicans, Oklahoma  2ETee toshelve it. And labor aren't Daschle may bein the awkward positionof  ings and to win favors for former business
Sen. Don Nickles, have vowed o delay Ms inclined tolet Mr. Clinton off the hook. Ata  holding up disaster relief for his home associates. But lawmakers decided

by &w Clinton, €W conference last week, AFL-CIO Presi- region. Alternalely, if he brings the spend- _ were no serious ethical problems.

backs down froet 5. loscieaily dent John Sweeney refused to even discuss  ing bill to the Senate floor, Sen. Greggsays _  Still, even business groups that don
tive order s aiuletrntion the 2linkbetween Ms. Herman's confirmation  he or some other GOP lawmaker may feel s strongly about the executive
‘f“‘fmo Under that promised and the president’s proposed order. “It's  attach an amendment ordering Mr. Clin- as do construction businesses are
A » *would be toid to look more  TEAlly beyond insult,” he said. ton to drop his plans for the executive together in the fight. The reason, some
ment agencies in deciding on The White House is still trying to strike order on union contracting. That, too, say, Is a belief that businesses have to;
kindly on union companies f dosiars poses, in part by strongly sug-  could put Sen. Daschle in the awkward better unite to offset the kind of political
construction contracts. Billions gesting it is about to position of maneuvering to stop movement. power unions displayed in last year's elec-

g
i
%‘
E
:
f
{
e
&
E
E
|

only mmwum.m&nma demands
contractors. caught union dispute this week Oddly,
Republicans argue that the execuliVe .,y ooy beyond Ms. Herman, who had  point that It has littie-to do with Ms. interests in Washington. l
order Is an attempt to declare T e I s s
“mnl‘.!h‘hte l“mt:ltdnﬂd:; before this spat Labor Commi wiges :
. legislated. They say a reward erupied. Seute_nelm_ g
iexmiaies Ty iy ¥ ds B o) cratic Leader Thomas Daschie has threat HE WALL STREET JOURN.

the millions the unions spent helping Dem-
ocrats in the 199 election. A
*“It's a payoll,” declares GOP Sen. Judd

Gregg of New Hampshire, a member of the

Senate Labor Committee. ““There’s a very
strong feeling on our side. There's a will-
ingness to go to themat. . . It's an attempt
to tell agencies !~ either run union con-

tracts through + - io contracl.” GOP

ened to shut down the Senate until Republi-
cans relent and allow Ms. Herman's nomi-
nation to proceed.
Disaster Relief Bill
Now Senate Republicans are quietly 1
maneuvering to use that threat to paint |
Sen. Daschle into an uncomfortable cor-
ner. One of the itemis -«f isportance to head :
for the Senate floor = ~ek, they note, i
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Record Type: Record

To: Todd Stern

cc:
Subject: FYI - AP story

Date: 04/24/97 Time: 08:29
CWALTER MEARS: Herman stalled by labor dispute she didn't start

WASHINGTON (AP) This time, the hangup in the Senate doesn't
involve the qualifications of President Clinton's Cabinet nominee,
or her past, or the household help, or the controversy over
Democratic fund raising. Alexis Herman's confirmation is stalled in
a dispute over a labor issue she didn't start and can't settle.

So Clinton is once again embroiled in a major confirmation
dispute, the eighth of his presidency, in a process he has said
should be disciplined and moderated.

The other cases ended with withdrawals, one with Senate
rejection. That won't happen to Herman, who already has the
unanimous endorsement of the Senate Education and Labor Committee
to become secretary of labor.

Her nomination is hostage to Republicans bent on blocking an
executive order that Clinton plans to issue to change federal
contracting guidelines and promote labor agreements on construction
projects.

Clinton pledged that action to the AFL-CIO, saying his order
will * “encourage federal agencies to consider using project labor
agreements for any construction contracts they manage."'

To GOP opponents, the Herman nomination was a target of
opportunity to stop him. ° " All of a sudden, they decide that maybe
they can get me to change some of the executive actions | have
taken to try to prevent anti-union activities when it comes to
government contracts by saying we just won't give you a secretary
of labor,"" Clinton told a United Auto Workers conference Sunday.

There are other avenues for opposition: a bill, which Clinton,
of course, could veto, or an appropriations amendment to bar
spending to implement such an order, or a court challenge like the
one that reversed an earlier executive order on labor rules.

But the nomination is the easiest and most immediate way to
challenge the president. " °| want to use whatever tools are
available to get their attention and make sure they quit attempting
to legislate by executive order,'' said Sen. Don Nickles of
Oklahoma, the deputy GOP leader. He also said he won't let the
nomination go to a vote unless Clinton relents.

Under the confirmation system, any senator can put a hold on a
nomination and keep it in limbo.

A private foundation panel recommended in 1996 that the practice
be ended, confirmation filibusters barred and the whole process



streamlined. * "It often disables the government as key appointments
languish and federal agencies and departments go without
leadership,'" the Twentieth Century Fund report said. Clinton

praised those recommendations on the day he nominated the new
appointees, including Herman, to his second-term Cabinet.

That was more than four months ago. Questions involving fund
raising and her role as head of the White House office of public
liaison were raised and answered in writing before she finally got
a four-hour confirmation hearing on March 18. There was no
controversy, and the committee approved her for final Senate
confirmation. Then the nomination collided with the disputed
executive order.

Under it, labor agreements covering wages, hours and work rules
would be weighed in the awarding of contracts for federal
construction projects. That would favor unionized contractors.

Opponents contend that it is a political payoff to organized
labor and would increase construction costs. Democrats counter that
it already is widely used in state projects and can save money by
setting rules in advance and avoiding work stoppages.

Beyond that, there's the dispute over Clinton's authority to set
contract guidelines by executive order. Republicans contend that
improperly intrudes on congressional authority and would allow him
to legislate by fiat.

No matter that it has happened before, by order of a Republican
president, on the other side of the same labor issue. On Oct. 23,
1992, nearing the end of his unsuccessful campaign for a second
term, Bush issued an executive order seeking to open federal
construction work to nonunion contractors by forbidding the use of
project agreements to keep them out. That weighed in on the side of
nonunion contractors, who then endorsed Bush.

There was no similar outcry about usurping powers then, Sen.
Christopher Dodd, D-Conn., reminded GOP critics.

EDITOR'S NOTE Walter R. Mears, vice president and columnist
for The Associated Press, has reported on Washington and national
politics for more than 30 years.

APNP-04-24-97 0842EDT
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White House spurns
GOP offer on Herman

Senate Democrats threaten legislative logiam

1I?xPatrioe Hill
WASHINGTON TIMES

The White House turned a deaf ear yes-
terday to a GOP com| offer to break
the logjam over the Herman nomina-

Several conservative senators are hold-
ing up the confirmation until Mr. Clinton
withdraws an executive order he is
that would promote unionization of fed
construction projects. The White House has
been inl:iltlna that the two issues be

In talks with the White House, Sen. Don

Nickles, Oklahoma lican, said he
that President Clinton turn the
executive order into legislation and present

it to Congress, enabling the nomination to

lﬁﬂ!m“f-
mwiﬁﬂwﬂmwﬂ
t process,”
said. Republicans contend that Mr, Clinton
does not have the legal authority to im
new pro-union requirements on fi
contractors without co
The Senate Labor and Human Resources
Committee has asked the administration to
explain and defend the executive order in a

b Nicio idthe WriteHousowasn
too ve" to and appears to
have every intention of with
lans to issue the order, which affect

00 billion of federal and state construc-

tion projects, -
Business groups are threatening to block
the order in court. But Democrats say it is

. within the president's legal authority be-

|

cause-ltoﬂenrﬂdammhermnnm-
da_;uﬁfo's ders r.:cmt:m:tm'lm'tofutltwwi;I ;
e vl.nq up rerogative,
think it'd be foolish ﬂorthepguidmtmkﬂl
the executive order and submit legislation,
said Gerald W. McEntee, president of the
American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, an AFL-CIO affil-

s R |

action.

Democrats may start
blocking Senate action on
nonessential bills until the~
nomination is freed.

iate, in a briefing with reporters.
“He's got to be able to use the veto — to

be in control” he said. “It's obvious that the -
nomination

; itsﬂ;b:inaheldcapdvebyﬂm

o to get
T T
grace.

”
rlM!.l:theIswlo!'ggp#hhm bymld
“. » m
whi lic opposition to the Herman
w."[‘hhshoﬂdberaolvedlnthe

members, and nearly 60 percent have

agreed to phone their senators in protest.
Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun, Illinois
... We've had

was like “be

it with the violence that has been visited
uponAleud.g:ymn.“ 4 iy
Even as Senate Minority ;
Leader Tofm reporters that
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“ACs gave $215 million

*_n congressional elections

Political

-sald Tuesday. FEC records go back to 1878.

58 ; .
GOP candidates for En:mth Dmu.ﬂ;

$98.9 million. Another !
d.ldmmcmtrlhmumn 15% from the 199384 cycle.

BUDBGET TALKS: Budget talks that resume today be-

tween the Clinton administration and the Republican Con-
gress could be complicated by 10 conservative

mww%m
in domes-

i
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loophole in every agree- talks

R
i
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La and Jesse Helms of North Carolina, Rod
Grams of James Inhofe of Oklahoma, Richard *
Shelby of iina and Bob Smith of New Hampshire.
HERMAN NCMINATION: sen. Edward Kennedy, D-
Mass,, Republican leaders of “political ex-
tortion” in h Labor secretary Alexis Her-
man “hostage anti-worker bias.” GOP leaders say
they won't a vote on Herman until President
drops for orders to steer more federal con-
muwmwmmwa%
al
legislating by exécutive order. It's illegal, it's unconstitution-

campaigns of President Clinton and Bob Dole broke cam-

residential campaigns to break the law. Common
?obblestormiaerampa!pllw&e »

ESPY INVESTIGATION: Ron Blackiey was indicted
on charges that he lied about accepting $22,000 from pri-
vate businesses while he was chief of staff to then-Agricul-
ture Secretary Mike Espy. Blackley is innocent, his lawyer

said. A special prosecutor is investigating accusations that

1994 and has denied any wrongdoing.

GOP FAVORITES: Retired gener-
al Colin Powell continues to be the
presidential choice of Republican | :
voters, supported by 37% of 411 re- &

spondents in 8 USA TODAY/CNN/  [g&i
Gallup Poll. Texas Gov. George W. [
Bush, son of the former president, is "
tied with 1896 vice presidential nomi-
nee Jack Kemp for second at 14%.
Next are former vice president Dan
Quayle, 11%; former Transportation
and Labor mﬁy Elizabeth Dole,
7%; publisher Steve Forbes, 6%; New
Jersey Gov. Christie Whitman, 3%;
and former Tennessee governor Lamar Alexander, 2%.
Bush and Quayle are favored by more women than men, a
plus in a party that had trouble attracting female voters in
the '96 election. ; ~ Richard Benedetto

Espy got illegal gifts from interests he regulated. He quit in
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~ ANOTHER DELAY:. President Clinton's nomina-

; JALSO lN WASI."NGTON < tion of Ellen Seidman to head the Office of Thrift Su-
Clinton lobbies hard i v ey guors over e cxenc

- -+ = ic policy, has been meeting with Senate banking com- .
"~ President Clinton is lobbying hard for passige of « Mitlee members to discuss the May 1996 coflee
 the chemical weapons treaty that the Senate votes on - klalch, which she didnlatiend. = - . o

_ < |~ Monday. Debate begins Wednesday. Democrats favor 1 K 4

. |- the treaty but need at least 22 Republicans to get the ' SeTvicemen at a military housing complex in Saudi .
two-thirds Yote required for ratification. The pact, ap-  Arabia, Defense Secretary William Cohen said. "The
proved by 72 nations, takes effect April 29 with or  €vidence concerning the Khobar Towers: bombing

-without US. participation. Foreign Relations Chair- _thus far is fmgmentary, incomplete and very circum-
“ man Jesse Helms, R-N.C,, is strongly opposed. He says stantial,” Cohen said. “We do not have any concrete

~ Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., is uncommitted. reports have said there is increasing

-ﬁﬁ <HERMAN NOMINATION: Scrate Minority Leag- FBI has nol completed its investigation. “More evi-
= N\ er, Tom Daschie urged Republicans to vote on the ' dence.is to be gathered and it would be premature .
.'mﬂmﬂaﬁdﬂeﬁsﬂeﬂmwbelxbwm.-'mmwmw"'dhym?mwwmm'

erman was 1o be voted on- - BASE CLOSINGS: The Army said it is now saving
Jmﬁsg,;ﬁmmﬁ more from base closures and realignments than it is
Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., Spending in the program world-

whenshemelleHmdimor?rmbncllnm wri by Paul Leavitt with stall and wire

~_her ‘role in organizing a White House fund-raising .

for chemical arms pact - i e et s .

* Thursday. “He's making progress, but we’ there 5 b L &= o ¢
._-_-yet'_l- White House spokesman Mike M&t)::yménm INVESTIGATION: iran has not been posi- -

there’s no verification and it will hurt U.S. companies. _€vidence of any country being directly linked to the . |-

but conceded the chance of a vote this week “looks - €€t of any country or any particular group,” he said.
absolutely nil.” :
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Vanessa Weaver, a formér

man in May at the Four Sea-
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Yene's credibility has been un-
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Yene agreed to an-
swer questions TO-
DAY about his firm's dealings,
m its efforts % Rah-
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nomination

Edward T. Pound
SA TODAY

Twe former pariners In a
consuiting firm whose ties to
White House aide Alexis Her-
man may have clouded her
pomination to be secretary of
Labor {raded cbarges Sunday
in @ bitter dispute linked to
their dealings with a Singapore
business executive.

At the center of the dispute:
Vanessa Weaver, a former
business associate of Herman,
the director of the White House
Office of Public Llalson; Lau-
rent Yene, a former partner of
Weavers in a Wi con-
sulting firm; and A Rah-
man, a Singapare executive,

The dispute among the for-
mer business associaies is note-
worthy because of the polential
damage their activities could
have on Herman's Labor nomi-
nation. She faces a confirma-
tion vote in the Senate.

In interviews, Yene, a Cam-
eroon native, maintains he and
Weaver were hired by Rah-
man because of thelr "White
House cennections.” Yene said
he introduced Rahman to Her-
man in May at the Four Sea-
sons Hotel in Washington.
Yene's credibility has been un-
der heavy attack by Weaver
and the-White House.

Yene said be and Weaver
were hired by Rahman to pro-
mole a propused $1.1 billion
satellite project. A license ap-
plication is perding at the Fed-
eral cations Commis-
sion (FCC). The White House
acknowledges that Herman
and Weaver are friends. How-

ever, a White House gpokes-
man said Herman did no signif-
icant favors for Weaver.

The dispute Sunday cen-
tered on whether a written con.
tract had actually been execut-
ed between Rahman and the
Weaver-Yene firm. Rahman
has not responded to a dozen
messages comment on
his dealings with Herman,

Herman: No special
favors for friend,
White House says.

Weaver and Yene.

Yene said a contract was
signed, in late May 1996. “I
have the signed contract,”
Yene said. “T do oot lie."

Weaver's lawyer Jeffrey
Fried, in questioning Yene's
credibility, sald no written
agreement ever existed In the
past week, moreover, Fried
has said In letters to USA TO-
DAY that Yene had dissemi-

. nated “false documents.”

Frled acknowliedged the
Weaver-Yene firm was paid
for “approximately three
months” by Rahman's firm,
Global Aero Design Centre.
But, he said, “the only agree-
ment that existed was an oral
understanding” between Ral-
man, and the Weaver-Yene
firm In late June,

Rahman worked with a
Washington firm named Mo-
bile Commuanications Holdings
}o help it find overs:as financ-

for its proposed §1.1 billion
s:%elmn project. The company
sald he was of liitle use, and
was not authorized to enter into
any agreement with Weaver
and Yene. Mobile has been
seeking an FCC license for ifs
proposed global satellite tele-
phone system,

Mobile Communications
Chief Executive David Castiel
has said his company never
a&;ﬂd any money to Rahman,

eaver or Yene. Last month,
he described both Rahman
and Yene as self-promoters.

USA TODAY revealed last
week that Herman gave
Weaver unusual access to the
White House. Sometimes,
Weaver brought along high-
powered corporate clients.

_ Yene agreed recently to an-
swer questions from USA TO-
DAY about his firm's dealings,
including its efforts with Rab-
man and, s , to sign
Congo as a client. USA TODA
had uncovered documents
from others relating to the
Weaver-Yene firm's effort to
win business from Congo.
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Herman's Cabinet Nomination on Hold (Washn)
By William Douglas (c) 1997, Newsday

WASHINGTON Alexis Herman's confirmation as labor secretary

remained in limbo Thursday as White House officials and Senate
Republicans failed to resolve a labor issue that is blocking the vote.

"Both sides presented their views and we didn't come away with
any conclusion or progress,” said Joe Lockhart, a White House
spokesman. ** We'll have to continue to work for some sort of
agreement.”

But some senators said Herman's confirmation will remain in limbo
until President Clinton backs away from a proposed executive order to
** Alexis Herman's nomination is not going anywhere in the Senate

until we have assurances that the administration is not going to
continue to try to legislate by executive order," said Gayle Osterberg, a
spokeswoman for Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla., who attended
Thursday's meeting.

Herman seemed headed for confirmation after the Senate Labor
Committee unanimously approved her nomination last week. But
Senale Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., postponed a full Senate
votewpmuClmmnspmpondchm;amfedmlomwmgmln

The changes, outlined by Vice President Al Gore in February, would
encourage federal agencies to consider making coordinated
agreements with labor, including unions, on government-funded
projects. Wednesday, Clinton restated his intention to sign the order.

Lott and other Republicans say Clinton is trying to circumvent
Congress with the order. Ten Republican members of the Senate
Labor Committee backed Lott and urged Clinton **in the strongest
terms to reconsider this initiative, and not promulgate this or any
similar executive order."

Another potential problem for Herman surfaced when published

reports this week said she had used her position as head of the White

House Public Liaison Office to help a businesswoman friend.

‘The reports say Herman invited Vanessa Weaver, who heads a
Maryland-based management consulting firm, to the White House
nearly 30 times. Weaver sometimes brought business associates to the
White House with her to meet Herman or attend briefings or

Herman has said that she did not use her position to help friends or

GOP Lawmakers Glad to Have Gingrich Ethics Mess-
Behind Them (Washn) By Charles V. Zehren (c) 1997,
Newsday

WASHINGTON What retired Senate Ma;mtyLeaderBob Dole
dubbed

a ""long-term investment" in the future of the Republican Party yielded

immediate dividends Thursday as relieved members of the fractious
majority rallied around unbowed House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
R-Ga.

*'There's a lot of happiness. It's obviously coming to a conclusion,"
said Rep. Mark Foley, R-Fla., after Gingrich took the floor and
exphmedhsplmtobmwSBOOOOGﬁomDolclopenonallypay
his ethics penalty.

Congressional Republicans expressed the hope that Gingrich's
decision will shift the focus in the 105th Congress to issues related to
the budget, taxes, deregulation and tort reform that have languished
amid the preoccupation with scandal. ** We have a clean slate,” said
Republican strategist Eddie Mahe. *'Let's move on.” .

Still, Republicans, Democrats and independent analysts Thursday
asserted that Gingrich's action would do little to defuse the bitter
political atmosphere that has made Capitol Hill compromise on
nagging policy questions difficult if not impossible.

Gingrich's announcement also enforced widespread public cymcm
said Paul Hendrie of the Center for Responsive Palitics,

a non-partisan Washington, D.C.-based government watchdog group.

**All of this clearly illustrates how the political and campaign
finance systems we have in the United States are effectively damaging
the ability of elected officials to govern. Both sides of government the
Hill and the White House are not functioning effectively," Hendrie
said, :

The speaker helped his standing among Republicans, said Rep.
Michael Forbes, R-N.Y., the first Republican to oppose publicly his
re-clection as speaker for this session. Nevertheless, Forbes agreed
the underlying problem remains. ** The American people look at the
White House and Congress and still say, ' You're both in the cesspool.’

The way the loan is structured, Gingrich will not owe his first
payments until 2005, three years after he has said he would quit as
speaker. Citing the long client lineup at the Washington law firm Dole
said he would join, Charles Lewis of the Center for Public Integrity
asked whether corporate interests would be carrying Gingrich
financially for four years. ** This entire thing is very unsettling," Lewis
said.

Such an arrangement may worsen the public's already considerable
cynicism toward its institutions in Washington, said Mark Rozell, an
associate professor of political science at American University in
Washington. ' Andmemanbudeuspaymgmepmaltywmt
going to change that," Rozell said.

As Gingrich delayed his decision on how to pay the penalty, he faced
a growing revolt from within his own ranks, fueled further by past
heavy handedness toward other Republicans and his flip-flop on if and
when Congress should consider a tax cut.

‘But Gingrich's speech Thursday appeared to salve the wounds and
should aid his political recovery within his own party, said Joe
Terrana of the Hotline political news service, ' Newt has made a lot of
people on his side of the aisle alot more comfortable," Terrana said.

" This gives Gingrich uphill momentum," said Suzanne Garment, an
expert on political scandals for the American Enterprise Institute, a
Washington, D.C., think tank.

G:nmchsmumﬂnmtmedwuwhmwﬂn—foo{ed
But by late Thursday they marshaled a virulent response, accepting the
$peaker's decision to pay personally the $300,000 fine, but
questioning whether he would actually abide by the terms of Dole's
loan.

Gmgnd: iS DEVer ever, ever, eVeT, EVET, EVET, EVEr, EVET, eVeT, ever
going to pay that money back to Dole," said Rep. Gary Ackerman,
D-N.Y. *'So are we going to let up? Let up! Let up! What could be
worse? Newt hasn't reached into his pocket for a dusty dime!"
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general Colin Powell, the top US. military
the Persian Gulf war, told the Senate vet-
that he never got a CIA warning that
weapons might be present when U.S. troops

anmhadmmm_m 1991 victory.

any to be-
lleve that the’

these bunkers
was exposing our
troops to a hazard
for which they
were _not pre-

pared.’

Strikes by US.
and allied war-
planes on Iraqi
chemical and blo-

; By Oary Carmeron, Rewters.
Powell: No reason to belleve
troops were exposed to hazard

chronic . illnesses
affiicting thou-
sands of Gulf War

veterans, ~
Powell, who was chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said he was frustrated at how long it took to get-
information about chemical exposure incidents.
*1f 1 was still in office I would benplumlpﬂhﬁ
the intelligence community to get to the
tom of this,” Powell said. .

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports.

USA TODAY
FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 1997
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Records Shmb F avors for Nohinee ’s Friend

By CHRISTOPHER DREW
and MICHAEL WINES

WASHINGTON, April 15 — In the
last four years, Alexis M. Herman,
President Clinton’s nominee to be

ment records show. .
Ms. Herman, who directs- the
White House Office of Public Liaison,

s

has invited the friend, Vanessa J.

ton area from Los Angeles a few
years ago.

With the Senate expected to vote
soon on Ms. Herman's nomination,
the new information raises questions
helped supply Ms. Weaver with ac-

prestige to expand her con-

cess \

sulting business. Ms. Weaver's com-
pany, Alignment Strategies Inc., ad-
vises large corporations on racial
diversity and other issues, including
some that could come under the La-
bor Departmern:’s purview.

The White House issued a (wo-
sentence statement by Ms. Herman
today rejecting the notion that any of
the visits had been improper. It
read: “1 am not aware of and have
not participated in any effort by any-
one 1 know to profit commercially
{rom their relationship to me or from
. : in the White House. Fur-
ther, 1 would not condone any such
activity if it had occurred.”

But former associates contend
tha. Ms. Weaver sought to benefit
{rom her ties to Ms. Herman in seek-
ing various types of business. For
instance, in October 1995, Ms. Her-
man had lunch at the White House
with Ms. Weaver and Mireille Lis-
souba, the daughter of the President
of Congo, at a time when Ms. Weaver
was trying to put together business
deals in Africa.

Last year, one of Ms. Herman's
aides forwarded to the Federal Com-
munications Commission a letter
from an Arizona satellite executive
who complained to the White House
about the agency's licensing process.

White House officials maintained

that Ms. Weaver, who did not return
calls for comment, was not involved
in the satellite project at that time.
But they acknowledged that shortly
after the letter was passed to the

F.C.C., Ms. Weaver began working
e businessman in-

with a Singapore :

volved in the same $500 million
project. Ms. Weaver and her sister,
Caryliss Weaver, paid at least
$50,000 to attend a Democratic Party

. fund-raiser in a Virginia suburb of

Washington last October, where the
Singapore businessman, Abdul Rah-
man, briefly met President Clinton.

Ms. Herman also attended the
fund-raiser.

A White House spokesman, Joseph
Lockhart, said Ms. Herman had
talked to Ms. Weaver about riding to
the fund-raiser with her and Mr.
Rahman but had not ended up going
with them.

Ms. Herman has declined to grant
interviews while her nomination is
under consideration. But Mr. Lock-
hart said that the lunch concerning
Congo and other contacts between
Ms. Herman and Ms. Weaver were

Mr. Lockhart and other Federal
officials, including some at the
F.C.C, said Ms. Herman had never
personally intervened in the satel-
lite-licensing process, which is still
pending.

The new questions are the latest in
a series of issues that have arisen in
Ms. Herman's nomination process.
The Senate Labor and Human Re-
sources Committee delayed voting
for several months amid questions
about her political campaign activi-
ties and her personal finances.

But the committee unanimously
approved her nomination last week.
The Senate majority leader, Trent
Lott of Mississippi, has said he will
like to bring it to a vote by thz .
Senate soon.

By all accouns, Ms. Hevinan and
Ms. Weaver, a 43-year-old psycholo-
gist with a doctorate, have been
friends since the mid- to late-1980's,
when Ms. Weaver worked for
Procter & Gamble in Cincinnati and
it hired Ms. Herman's company,
A.M. Herman & Associates, as a
consultant on diversity issues.

Ms. Weaver later moved to Cali-
fornia, leaving Procter & Gamble in
1991 and focusing on building busi-
ness for her own firm, Alignment

Ms. Weaver's company also got
major contracts on its own, with
companies like Procter & Gamble
and Quaker Oats. Randy Jackson, a
former vice president at Quaker
Oats, said that Ms. Herman had noth-
ing to do with Ms. Weaver's contract
there and that the company was
pleased with her work.

Ms. Herman, then a top official at
the Democratic National Committee,
also hired Ms. Weaver to help with
the 1992 Democratic National Con-
vention in New York. After Mr. Clin-
ton was elected that year, Mr. Lock-
hart said, Ms. Weaver, as a volun-
teer, helped Ms. Herman set goals
for the Clinton-Gore transition and
for the Office of Public Liaison.

In October 1993, nine months after
Ms. Herman took the White House
job, she sold what was left of her
business to Ms. Weaver for $23,000.
And in early 1994, Ms. Weaver
bought a $1 million house in Poto-
mac, Md., and blencad Ms. Herman's
old business into Alignment Strat-
egies, records show.

Ms. Weaver’s reputation within in-
dustry circles was also growing; in
1994, she and a co-author published a
book.about_workplace issues called
“Smart Women, Smart Moves."

One of her promotional biogra-
phies emphasized her White House
ties, listing her work for the Clinton-
Gore transition and the White House
Office of Public Liaison under “cli-
ent services.”



All told, Ms. Weaver has visited
the White House at least 29 times in
the last four years, according to Se-
cret Service records.

Several visits, particularly in 1993
and 1994, appear to have been social
occasions — lunch with Ms. Herman,
quick visits with relatives in tow and
the White House tours that Adminis-
tration officials routinely arrange
for friends.,

The visits took on a more profes-
sional cast in late 1994 and in 1995,
the year in which Ms. Weaver opened
a second consulting business, de-
signed to appeal to foreigners who
sought American investment and po-
litical access. Customers of her two
consulting firms began to appear
with Ms. Weaver at the White House.

In September 1994, for example,
Ms. Weaver and her sister took Mr.
Jackson, the Quaker Oats executive,
to the White House for a ceremony
marking the President’s signing of a
crime bill. Also that month, Ms. Her-
man and Ms. Weaver had lunch at
the White House with two Procter &
Gamble officials. Mr. Lockhart de-
scribed the session as a meeting of
old friends because Ms. Herman also
had known them from her consulting
days.

In October 1994, Ms. Weaver took a
partner in her international business

A White House

connection gives a
consultant a high-
level entrée.

venture to the White House twice, for
a briefing on business opportunities
on Haiti and, the next day, to see a
ceremony honoring President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide of Haiti.

That December, Ms. Herman in-
vited Ms. Weaver to a Christmas
dinner attended by President Clinton
and his wife, Hillary. And in early
1995, she invited Ms. Weaver to par-
ticipate in White House conferences
and events with various business and
political leaders involving affirma-
tive action and women's work issues.

In October 1995, Ms. Herman had
lunch in the White House mess with
Ms. Weaver, one of her business
partners and two senior officials of
the Congo Government, including
Ms. Lissouba. Ms. Lissouba was in
charge of her country's successful
program of selling off state-owned
businesses.

The White House said the lunch
had come about because Ms. Her-
man had met Ms. Lissouba several
months before at a dinner party at
Ms. Weaver's house, had found her
engaging and had invited her to visit
the White House should she return to
the United States.

At the time, Ms. Weaver, who had
done field work for her dissertation
in Zaire, was trying to expand her
business in Africa. Mr. Lockhart said
she was representing an American
company that wanted to build a man-
ufacturing plant in Africa and was
considering Congo. He said Ms. Lis-
souba hoped that the plant would be
built in Congo, though the company
later decided on another location.

Mr. Lockhart said Ms. Herman
had not been aware at the time of the
issue of the manufacturing plant. -

“There is no evidence that the
lunch was in any way related to any
official business,” he said. -

Mr. Lockhart said Ms. Herman
had also sometimes tapped Ms.
Weaver for help. In early 1996, Ms.
Herman asked Ms. Weaver to bring
representatives from several client
companies to the White House to
discuss issues of corporate responsi-
bility.

Ms. Herman took Ms. Weaver's
sister on a trade mission to Mexico in
April 1996, and she invited Ms.
Weaver to go on a similar mission to
London and Amsterdam, though Ms.
Weaver did not go.
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Herman Vote Is Delayed

Istration has promised organized
labor changes in Federal contract
guidelines, Senate Republicans

Mr. Gore repeated the prom-

- ises on Monday at & conference of

|

 @he New3Hork Bimes

> Pennsylvania Repeatedly,
he trumpeted Mrs. Dole's creden-

Dole Promotes His Wife as

By RICHARD L. BERKE

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., April 15 —
Bob Dole stepped back into public
view today to promote his wife, Eliz-
abeth Hanford Dole, as a contender

! for the White House arid to polish his

legacy after his own failed bid last

year.
In his first major address since his

defeat by President Clinton nearly
six months ago, Mr. Dole told stu-
dents and faculty at Harvard Univer-
sity that while his days In politics
were over, that was not the case for
“the Dole who yet may reside at 1600

1 Avenue.”
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laws because I know that no first-

a Candidate.

solicit donations for himself. “I

would_ never call somebody — it's
demeaning,” he said, referring to
revelations about

o
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WASHINGTON

House committee declines
to widen fund-raising probe

dent Clinton s seeking $136 million for the endowment.

Mlil

p SUICIDE MONEY: The House voted to ban federal
funds for physician-assisted suicide, although no state al-
mmmmmmmmum

ulmmwmmm:&;t
ton at 61% and Vice President Gore at 57%. 97%. The most com-

' Congress
a the Oct. 1 start of the
Ly o DX

%Bmmmmmmm
rejected most of a mmaaamm
bySm.JohnGlmniliﬂuﬂdenm The plan
would have wiped out years of interest on of dol-
lars banks loaned to the Ohio Democrat’s campaign.

- FOLEY JOB: President Clinton will nominate former
House speaker Thomas Foley, 68, to be ambassador to Ja-
pan, The Associated Press reported.

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports.
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bonal Security Council staff, in a meeting on
e 2,1995. The United States wants to see

oil pipeline built from the Caspianregion,

ut it prefers a multinational consortium as
the sponsor. So Tamraz was bucking U.S.
policy, which he says is too heavily influ-
enced by Big Oil. But Heslin had a CIA
background memo on Tamraz and didn’t
like what she saw— for he is a controversial
figure even in the Middle East. Those who
know him at the CIA say that he has been a
valued intelligence source for years—he
was even assigned his own “handler” at the

agency —and that he more than once put his
own life in danger to help CIA operatives in
Lebanon. The dark side is that Tamraz, in
the view of one State Department official,
has a “used-car salesman’'s mentality” and
has had at least some brushes with the law.
In 1989 a Lebanese court charged him with
embezzling $200 million from a bank. In
1992 a Jordanian court convicted Tamraz in
absentia for the same fraud and sentenced
him to two years in prison. A French court
has ordered him to pay $56 million in con-
nection with a financial dispute, and there is

an outstanding Interpol warrant for his ar-
rest. All of this—“the good, the bad and the
ugly,” as he puts it —is just politics, accord-
ing to Tamraz, and was readily available to
everyone he dealt with in Washington. But
Heslin not only decided against his pipe-
line—she and the NSC staff recommended
that he should no longer attend White
House functions.

Having tried and failed to interest the
NSCin his pipeline project, Tamraz took his
case to the DNC. Like other potential

donors, he wanted a chance to schmooze

The Democrats’

Charity Shuffle

HE PITCH WAS HARD TO RESIST. LAST FALL
a Democratic National Committee official
called Michael St. Martin, a Louisiana trial
lawyer and big party donor, with a swell
idea: there was a way St. Martin could help the
Clinton campaign and get a nice tax break at the
same time. How? By giving money to Vote Now
’96, a Miami-based nonprofit. So, two weeks before
the election, St. Martin wrote a tax-deductible
check for $5,000. “I wish I could have given all my .
money to that group,” St. Martin told NEWSWEEK. ‘

A generous thought, but Vote Now was doing just
fine: it took in more than $3 million to turn out vot-
ers in largely Democratic neighborhoods. It is ille-
gal for any charity to raise money for a partisan pur-
pose—or to work in tandem with a political party.
The Justice Department wants te know if Vote Now
was doing just that. %

Last July, Bill and Hillary Clinton hosted a din- f
ner for Gary Barron and Hugh Westbrook, Vote |
Now’s two top officers and former party fund rais-
ers. One of the guests was Alexis Herman, now
Clinton’s nominee for labor secretary, who has ad-
mitted that her staff may have talked to the two
men about cooperating on voter-registration drives.

Later, NEWSWEEK has learned, DNC Chair Don
Fowler ordered his staff to raise $500,000 for Vote *
Now. When the funds didn’t come in immediately,
Barron “would call up 10 times a day,” one fund
raiser says, demanding to know where his money
was. At least one White House official also tried the
hard sell: Harold Ickes directed a supporter to wire
$250,000 into Vote Now’s bank account. The DNC
told donors that their gifts would be tax-deductible
—and promised that Vote Now would not have to
disclose the names of its contributors.

It still hasn’t. But sources say the listincludes a
Canadian energy company that would have been
barred from donating to any U.S. campaign. Where
did the money go? Sources say a sizable chunk went
to an offshoot of Jesse Jackson’s Rainbow Coalition.

A Vote Now lawyer insists the Miami group knows
nothing about any “inappropriate” fund raising. But
FBI agents want to question Vote Now officials, and
Justice is expected to issue subpoenas.

DarieL KLAIDMAN and MICHAEL ISIKOFF

BILL CLINTON:
In the race to
_.raise cash, his
, ‘utenants may
Ve gone too
" 1ar to take care

DON FOWLER:
The DNC chair
loved asking the
government for
favors—and
face time—for
big donors

of big givers

JOE MARQUETTE—AP

e i
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NATIONAL ISSUE

HERMAN TIED TO ALL TRADE TRIPS

Labor Nominee Set Up Briefings, Brown Aide Says

By Paul Sperry
Investor's Business Daily

When Ron Brown left his
post as chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee in
93 to become head of the
Commerce Department, he
took several fund-raisers with
him,

Brown tapped DNC finance chief
Melissa Moss to head Commerce's
Office of Business Liaison. He made
DNC executive Rob Stein his chief of
staff and Melaniec Long his special
assistant.

Brown didn’t stop there. 1le named
Mclinda Yee a senio  iser and John
Huang deputy assistant secretary. Both
led Asian fund-raising in California
during the DNC’s "92 campaign.

The DNC alumni all had a role in
Commerce's foreign trade missions —
trips that critics charge were illegally
used to raise cash {or President Clin-
ton’s re-election campaign.

But one alumna - Alexis Herman,
Brown's closest aide and protege at the
DNC — didn’t follow him to Com-
merce. She instead took a top White
House post.

That didn't stop Herman, though,
from staying in closc touch with Brown
and her former DNC colleagues al

n order to reach our very
aggressive goal of $40
million this year, it
would be helpful if we
could coordinate the
following activities
(including) official
delegation trips abroad.

Demacratic National Committee
memo, 1994

Commerce.

As director of White House public
liaison, she was in charge of “outreach™
to the business community. That duty
included working directly with Brown's
office and Moss’ Office of Business
Liaison on the controversial trade
missions.

As Clinton's pending nominee for
Labor sccretary, Herman has done a
good job of distancing herself from the
Commerce activity. She breczed
through her confirmation hcaring in
five hours last weck, despite questions
about her role in Democratic Party

fund-raising.

Two Republicans asked Herman
whether executives who went on Com-
merce trade missions were picked be-
cause they were big Democratic donors.
Herman said only that she led two trade
missions for businesswomen ~— in
October '95 and April "96 — and didn’t
even know their politics, let alone their
giving habits.

“To this day, I can’t tell you who was
a Republican and who was a Democrat
on those trade missions,” she said.

But Herman is a political pro, critics
point out. She served as Brown's chief
of staff at the DNC from 89 to '91. And
her role in the Commerce junkets wasn't
limited to just two trips. She helped
arrange briefings for several others. The
White House denies that Herman was
involved.

In fact, she worked on “all of them,”
including a *94 China trip that's coming
under increasing scrutiny, according to
a deposition from Brown's top adviser
at Commerce, James Hackney.

Hackney, who left Commerce in 95,
was subpoenaed by U.S. District Judge
Royce Lamberth to testify in a civil case
brought by Judicial Watch Inc. The
public-interest law firm is suing Com-
merce for trade mission documents that
the agency refused to release despite
Frecedom of Information Act requests.

Judicial Watch charges that spots on
trade trips were sold to fat-cat Demo-
cratic donors.

Continued on Page A36

LEADERS & SUCCESS

Campbell Soup’s Johnson:
Always ‘Raising The Bar’ To Keep Firm Up To Potential

_ By Marilyn Much
Investor’s Business Daily

It’s show time. And Campbell

“People want a boss who can show
them business can be fun,” said John-
son, who thinks his peers are often too
scrious, “If we can laugh at ourselves,

“Many times in the past few years,
we've said we've done it,” he said. *'But
| say, we have to raise the bar; we have
to go at it again. The aim is 1o be the
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(With one American in
ate is a fair sampling of the

1 whole.)
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NATIONAL ISSUE: Herman Tied To All Trade Trips

Continued from Page Al

In his testimony Jan. 21, Hackney
said he routinely called Herman to
arrange White House briefings for U.S.
business execulives guing on the trips.

“We armanged for businesses that
were going on a particular trade mission
to be briefed by the White House or to
sec the president before the mission got
under way ... or to see the vice
president,” Hackney said.

Which trade missions?

“All of them,” Hackney said.

In fact, Herman shepherded the
executives through the bricfings.

*She brought them in for meetings at
the White House to talk to the president
about their concerns and their issues,”
Hackney said.

The briefings were held one or two
days before the mission, Hackney said.
Meeting the executives along with Clin-
ton and Brown at cach briefing were
Vice President Al Gore, then-Secretary
of State Warren Christopher, then-Sec-
rctary of Defense William Perry, then-
National Sccurity Adviser Anthony
Lake and his deputy, Sandy Berger, who
now has Lake's job. Other officials also
attended, :

Hackney, who attended the briefings,
said administration officials mainly just
discussed the country where the exec-
utives were hcading so that they had “a
sense of what they were getting into.”

Brown's trade missions did produce a
reporicd $20 billion in overseas con-
tracts. But documents show there was
more to the trips than just generating
business. Raising campaign cash was
also a goal.

@ One '94 DNC memo to the White
House reads: “In arder to reach our very
aggressive goal of $40 million this year,
it would be helplul il we could coordi-
nate the following activitics: ... 4.
official delegation trips abroad.”

#® Another memo, found among for-
mer Clinton aide Harold Ickes' subpoe-

nacd files, lists perks awarded to DNC
managing trustces. “Annual trade mis-
sions” is fifth [rom the top. A managing
trustee is a donor who gives §100,000 or
more a year.

® Also, » DNC brochure obtained by
the Chicago Sun-Times in "95 lists
events big donors qualify for. Again, the
trade junkets show up: “Managing
trusiees are invited to participatc in
foreign trade missions, which affords
opportunities to join party leaders in
meeting with business leaders abroad.”

Though DNC officials went on trade
missions, the party never financed any
of them. Commerce did — with tax
money. -

Herman has denied that political
giving was a factor in picking who got to
go on the trips. Hackney, who served on
Brown's |0-member committee that
picked trip participants, also denied any
political favoritism, adding that donor
data “would have been irrelevant.”

But the executives knew that political
money talked — according to their
letters to Brown and other Commerce
officials and their notes of mectings with
those officials.

B One executive made no bones about
why he should get to go on a trip to
India. In a September "94 letter to Stein,
Brown's chief of stall, the executive's
lawyer stressed his client “was an early
financial supporter of the Clinton-Gore
campaign and a very generous donor to
the party's 1992 election effort.”

®m Another executive angling for a
seal un the India trip wrote a letter to
Commerce's Moss. “You can be assurcd
of our continued support of the Demo-
cratic National Committee,” he said.

u After a businesswoman was picked
to go on a "94 trip to Russia, she wroic
Brown to thank him. 1 look forward to
repaying the generosity of the Depart-
ment of Commerce in the months
ahead,” she said. “Melissa (Moss) and ]
are keeping in touch about the latter.”

Of all the trips, the August "94 junket

to China looks the most suspicious.
Brown took a delegation of 24 exec-
utives there on Commerce's plane. DNC
records show that 15 of them gave to the
Democrats ecither on their own or
through their firms.

One firm was Entergy Corp., which
owns Arkansas Power & Light. A June
'94 memo from Entergy business man-
ager Chris Brown records a meeting
with Commerce official Jude Kearney.

“Met with Jude Kearney regarding
Secretary Brown’s upcoming trip to
China. Indicated compctitive nature of
being selected to ride on the plane with
the Secretary,” Chris Brown wrote.
“Also indicated that politics of the
situation were important and he as a
political appointee would push those
that were politically connected.”

Kearncy, a former Clinton staffer in
Arkansas, denies making such com-
ments.

Executives weren't the only ones who
thought donations were a criterion for
winning a seat on Brown's trips. Appar-
ently so did some White House oflicials,

In a *94 memo to Commerce's Office
of Business Liaison, White House aide
Reta Lewis reccommended a Washington
lawyer, Gerald McGowan, for trips to
Indonesia and India. In the first par-
agraph, she noted he's a “fellow Clinton
classmate, early Clinton campaign sup-
porter and DNC managing trustee.”

Charles Lewis of the liberal Center for
Public Integrity says he’s troubled by
such documents. He said they “support
the notion that favorable treatment was
given to friends of Ron Brown, Bill
Clinton and the Democratic Party.”

Herman's office coordinated with
OBL on the White House briefings.
“Those were the two points of contact,”
Hackney testified.

“And Alexis Herman was in charge
from the White House end?" Judicial
Watch Counsel Larry Klayman asked
during the deposition.
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Senators Go Easy
On Labor N ominee

Herman Appears Headed for Confirmation

d!-lermnlhorene_mdawmgﬂm‘
: solidarity from black leaders in Con-
By Frank Swoboda

w&mhmm gress and in the Washington communic

With support from powerful Republi- room was a who's who of i
cans, Alexis Herman appeared headed Mmmmm
for easy Senate approval as secretary of and Jesse Jackson Jr. to Transportatiog
labor yesterday after a brief and genitle  Secretary Rodney E.
confirmation hearing that barely ngton
touched on her possible White House =~ Wamner asked her a
role in last year’s fund-raising efforts by ~ setting campaign policy that would de-
the Democratic Party.

Herman, who would be the highest-
ranking black woman in the Clinton ad- e only. oth
ministration, is the only member of the  questioning about the fund-raising activ:
Cabinet yet to be confirmed. Senate La- ities came from Sens. Susan Collins (R:
bor Committee Chairman James M. Jef- Maine) and Tim Hutchinson (R-Ark.),
fords (R-Vt.) said the committee would ~ Who briefly asked Herman whether par-
vote on Herman's nomination shortly ticipants in trade missions at the Com-
after the two-week Easter recess,

Jeffords had put off Herman's confir-
mation hearing for three months while
that she improperly had used her posi- trade missions in October 1995 and
tion as White House director of public i~ - AAPril 1996 and had no idea whether the
aison during the first four years of the business people on the trip were Demo-
Clinton administration to help raise See HERMAN, C11, Col. 1
money for the president’s reelection e r——
campaign. The hearing took place after -HERMAN, From C9

Herman had given the panel lengthy
written responses and discussed with its
members their concerns.

Herman's nomination appeared as-
sured when Sen. John W. Wamer(Va).

m«Repubﬁwn.Onedﬂnm
tgeud;mhmm
and the government had to advertise
&wh:nm

who was one of the few Republicans to ng most of the hearing, Republ-
question her sbout her possibie fnd- 0 of the committee asked
raising role, told the nominee yesterday yuﬁmwahwhdhw
that “from what I've seen today you're  items
up to handling” the Cabinet job. : pensaty
Perhaps the biggest indication of wdﬂtw&ﬁy
Herman's confirmation chances came at  and Health Act. In. almost all cases,
 the start of the hearing when Herman, an“deft
a native of Mobile, Ala., was introduced _ commitment for action other than

thony Lake to be director of the Central, 10 Standing up to the public scrutiny of

Intelligence Agency, said it was time to < ﬂ*'ﬂ‘&ﬁvmm
move Herman's nomination to the full %
Senate, He called Herman's nomination-, wm:wdofhsmmmkhﬂlyas
- a “signal accomplishment” and said CIA director, Dodd said, “It's getting
“she's eamedhe:waythehardway.i hardermdhar:hrtomtgmdpeoﬂeto
She's done her work.” - serve in government. Advise -and -con-
sent does not have to be abuse.” -

@bewaﬁmmnmﬁt
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Senators Quiz _l_.ibor Nominee on Labor Issu

ANOTHER HEARING

es, Not on Her Pblitical Ad‘ivity

By MICHAEL WINES

inquiry on her past political activi-
tles.

on labor issues and the task of mov-

TS

mu-mpmjecu.
to politics,

“From what I've been able to fol-
mm:lhemoon.younupwhm
dling it,” Senator John W. Warner,
Republican of Virginia, told Ms. Her-
man near the end of the session.

that included Ms. Herman's 92-year-
old grandmother, her
homeroom teacher and black civil-
ahts and political figures, includina
‘ansportation Secretary R
smer and the Mayor of Washtngtou,
arjon S. Barry Jr.

The hearing was something of ani Ms. Herman followed standard .

ticlimax to the three months of |
melodrama that followed President '
Clinton's choice last December of

Critics raised doubts almost im-
mediately about many of Ms. Her-
man's past dealings in and out of

~Government: whether she had

ness to a private consulting firm she
later established; whether she had
traded on her Democratic political
clout to secure a lucrative share in a
downtown Washington  bullding
project, and whether she improperly
mixed ‘her job in the Clinton White
House with politics.

The Labor Committee investigat-
ed those issues untll early this
month. Today the panel released a
thick stack of questions it had asked
;u I-Iu'nu::ll.'e along with her replies.

othing in the documents appeared
to Indicate that Ms. Herman had
committed any serious impropri-
eties in her prlvm tnd Government

WASHINGTON, March 18 — The
Senate Labor Committee questioned
Alexis M. Herman for four and one-

brlaﬂ'y and lightly in its prolonged

Instead, the senators mostly ques-
tioned Ms. Herman about her views

the poor off welfare and into
nt-paying jobs; about workplace
and the calculation of mini-
wages for workers on Federal
and about a
of other big and small matters

. Then they quit, giving every ind!-
‘cation that most of them would vote
to send Ms. Herman's nomination to
the Senate floor when they return

The New ﬁork Gum‘s

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1997

Herman had attended some of the
White House coffees that Mr. Clinton
gave for major Democratic Party
donors and their friends.

All those efforts drew on Ms. Her-
man's White House experience,
which more or less amounted to
reaching out to many of the same
groups. But the Administration ar-
gued that she had performed her
political duties in off-hours and that,
in any case, none of her actions were
improper.

The chairman of the Labor Com-
mittee, Senator James M. Jeffords of
Vermont, disputed that today, saying
that the political mindset that
seemed to permeate the White House
and Ms. Herman's outreach office

money laundering |
extradition procedures

to crack down on

fmmlmmlumnmmm. I

That drew a huge round of ap-
plause from the gallery, supporters

high-school

mistakes,"” Mr. Jeffords sald. ‘'For-
tunately for all of us, the standard for
public office is not perfection. But
neither is it sufficient to say ‘every-
body does it.' They don't.”

Ms. Herman later conceded that,
saying: "1 believe the President him-
self has sald certain activities took
place that were not appropriate and
should not have happened. I certain-

ly associate myself with the com-
ments."

form for Cabinet nominees. She sald

Frustrated, in an amiable sort of
way, Mr. Wellstone finally gave up.
“All I can say 1s,” he said, * ‘you're
going to be good."

Deal With Senators on'Mexico and Drugs Eludes VVhite House

el

Hill on Monday to try to win over the But Mrs. Feinstein and Mr. Cover-

senior aides and advisers to Capitol against suspected drug dealers.

Republican from Texas, sald this of having to veto such a bill to certify

peso and undermine investors’ confl- Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson, a wants to avoid the embarrassment
dence in Mexico.

By JERRY GRAY

WASHINGTON, March 18 — An

ing political pros-

votes to over- tor Dianne Feinsteln, a Democrat should be certified and that the Mexi- pect: decertifying a close political

mmm
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At issue is how specific to make ' evening. 'lthnbemm-ydlmamm aclmetnmugpl.rlmr

White House from California, who co-spmanred can Government should be pressed and trading partner.
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Herman'’s Senate Hearing
Has Very Few Rough Spots

By a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter
WASHINGTON — After a two-month
delay marked by partisan wrangling,
labor-secretary nominee Alexis Herman
faced few tough questions in her confir-
mation hearing before a Senate panel. -
Senate Labor Committee members
mainly wanted to know her' views-on
.various labor laws, welfare reform, job
training and the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration. But some grilled °
Ms. Herman about her role in the
Clinton White House, where, as director
of the Office of Public Liaison, she had a
hand in a few coffee meetings between
Mr. Clinton and Democratic donors.
One of the hearing’s tensest moments
occurred when GOP Sen. John Warner of
- Virginia questioned Ms. Herman about
her onetime association with a political
group made up of black businesspeople
that allegedly characterized Republicans
as "enemies of civil rights."” -
“Those certainly were not my words |
or words I have been known to use,” Ms.
Herman said. In the end, Sen. Warner
praised the nominee. ,
The panel is expected to forward
Ms. Herman's nomination to the full
Senate when Congress returns after
Easter, and she is expected to be con-
_ firmed.



LABOR: HERMAN CONFIRMATION IS ON TRACK

. One day after the Senate confirmation process "claimed a .-
victim" in Tony Lake, Labor Sec.-designate Alexis Herman
"appeared headed toward congressional approval" after her Senate
hearing that "trod lightly on allegations that she mixed politics
and policy" as WH Public Liaison dir. The confirmation hearing
came after weeks of delay as GOPers "sifted through information
pertaining to her business dealings as a consultant in the early
1980s and her conduct" in the WH. Some GOP senators "suggested
that Herman may have used her position to drum up campaign
contributions" for Pres. Clinton’s reelection. But "in a sign
Herman may have overcome concerns previously raised about her
nomination," by the end of her four-hour hearing she "won
accolades" from Sens. Tim Hutchinson (R-AR) and John Warner (R-
VA), "who had earlier signaled they had doubts about her fitness
for the job" (Healy, L.A. TIMES, 3/19). MSNBC’s Reid: "No

grilling going on up here today. ... [Herman] has gotten nothing
but softballs and she has had no trouble swatting them out of the
park" (3/18). 1In a "gentle chastising," Senate Labor and Human

Resources chair Jim Jeffords contended, "I am troubled by the
culture which gives rise to so many missteps" (Kasindorf, L.I.
NEWSDAY, 3/19). More Jeffords: "I think the nominee made some

mistakes. ... Fortunately for all of us, the standard for public
office is not perfection. But neither is it to say ’‘Everybody
does it.’ They don’‘t." Herman later "conceded": "I believe the

president himself has said certain activities took place that
were not appropriate and should not have happened. I certainly
associate myself with the comments" (Wines, N.Y. TIMES, 3/19).

PROSPECTS: After the hearing senators "gave every
indication that most of them would vote to send" Herman’s
nomination to the Senate floor. Warner: "From what I’'ve been
able to follow this afternoon, you’re up to handling it" (N.Y.
TIMES, 3/19). With the support of "powerful" GOPers, Herman
"appeared headed for easy Senate approval." Perhaps the "biggest
indication" of Herman'’s chances came at the start of the hearing
when she was introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL), a fellow
Alabaman, who produced a letter of support for Herman by the
entire AL cong. delegation (Swoboda, W. POST, 3/19). W. TIMES’.
Blomquist: "Though her nomination once seemed in doubt, Alexis
Herman breezed through her only Senate hearing ... and appears to
be a shoo-in for labor secretary" (3/19). NEWSDAY’'s Kasindorf
writes Herman "appeared headed toward a long-delayed Senate
confirmation" (3/19). If confirmed, Herman would be the highest
ranking black woman in the Clinton admin. and the first black
woman to become Sec. of Labor (L.A. TIMES, 3/19).

LAKE EFFECT: Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK), asked about the impact
Lake’s withdrawal would have on Herman’s nomination: "If
anything, it ought to help it a little bit. ... [It] may work in
her favor" (MSNBC, 3/18). In an "obvious reference to Lake’s
withdrawal," Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT) argued, "It’s getting harder
and harder to get good people to serve in government. Advise and

consent does not have to be abuse" (W. POST, 3/19). “1
‘qu
>



WASHINGTON

Labor nominee finally
has her day in Senate

Alexis Herman, lifted bymbiparﬂmu
through a four-hour confirmati m«fﬁ
nomination to be secretary of

Introductions mmﬂabmkspubuumsuﬂ:em!nr
what became a est for the once-embattled
longtime Democratic Party official and White House
of public liaison. Scores of African-Americans and civil rights,
mmrmmmmaamnm

“1 believe 'she will do a good job,” Sen. Shelby, R-

Ala..saidoftheuobﬂenllive."lhope[themmm]wn :

medltethehearingandmeontothe

ny&lhhanm
dismissed criticism

same polnt could be

49, enu-

confirmed:
Saraine” Rolp el
. elp people
make the from

By Aon Bamoncs, Ap AN oqual opportuni
Herman: Avoided any refonnolm workplacet" and help
delay of her Senate hearings workers balance work
H 'sh lomsinenmlna.%:mymwalt-
erman m-lui committee
o m%nmwmmmmmm
w
Whie House

scandal. Her office has been identi-
Mduaooordlnaﬂns for a coffee with President Clinton
that brought bank regulators and bankers who con-
tributed to the Party. .
sought and received written re-
involving White House fund-

Wmmnmmmdmmmm .

plan to vote for her. I think she’ll be easily confirmed.”
The committee is expected to vote on her nomination some-
time in mid-April. — Jessica Lee

PRESIDENT'S KNEE: 'l"hree of Pnsiden: Clinton’s more
mundane worries now that he's stuck sitting

kneewwkoe;ﬁughlsbumles

sers and maneuvering around m%mm
esting learning experience, rather Cl.lntm said
’“““"““’”“’“"“m“‘“"“":“d‘ﬁ’

“Some of it's sort of embarrassing,” he “I had to learn
how to get in and out of a shower again, you know, with a walk-
er and all that kind of stuff.”

Clinton, who had surgery to repair a torn tendon, said he was
ddnstwom&hwnmiomorphydmlm%omhdww
heep his leg muscles from deteriorating. He

weishtwhﬂeoﬂhjsfeethabiscwm

m%ﬂnm :

Atabﬂefnews with Vice President Gore in the
wmnmnedmammmmmngmmm
" propped on an embroidered footstool. For congruence, and
chudde,Gorestmilarlyprappeduphisleftleg i

“His sympathy leg,” Clinton said. } |

SPENDING AMENDMENT REJECTED: As expected, -

the Senate soundly rujoctadaproposed tional amend- |
mmtmatwauldhavelel and contribu-
tion limits on rorfederalom:e.mmmem i

a@mstthcpraposai,whlchalsowmldlmveﬂhwedmm ;
spending limits for state and local elec- .

?mmmwmmmedm has over-
money

whelmed the election process and that limits are needed to
prevent a repeat of like those of last year. Oppo-
nents focused on the pmualwﬁmnmespeech.

GULF WAR FALLOUT: C1A officials said Tuesday that the

mmwmmmmmsmmum

Rep. Bill Paxon, R-N.Y., chairman of House Republican lead-

_ership, is mmmwumm

by Rep. Gerald R-N.Y.; commentators Pat

and Fred Gary Bauer of the Family

and Terry J , editor of Human Events. They offered a list

of reasons for away China's its human rights

record, its trade surplus with the United States, an
buildup, its sale of weapons to terrorist

nations recent that it tried to buy influence

USA TODAY
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~ Labor nominee seems assured of Senate confirmation
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HERMAN: WH WILLING TO TALK WITH GOP ABOUT NOMINATION

"A jittery" WH 4/16 sent "let’s talk signals to Republicans
who are threatening to derail" Alexis Herman’s confirmation as
labor secretary. GOPers are putting off the confirmation to
protest Clinton’s "pro-union changes in federal contract
guidelines" (see HOTLINE, 4/16). A "conciliatory" WH Press Sec.
Mike McCurry: "We’re working hard to unsnag the snag. ... We're
trying to get her confirmed." McCurry said while Clinton still
intends to "proceed" with his executive order the WH is working
with senators and it is "impossible to say what the final shape
of the order might be." Senate Min. Leader Tom Daschle accused
GOPers of holding Herman "hostage," but said he’d consider some
legislative clarification on the labor-union order. GOP aides
said the "administration is seeking a meeting with their leaders
to discuss the Herman debacle." Asked why GOPers "would hold up
confirmation of a black woman to the Cabinet," ‘an aide replied:
"She’s caught in the cross fire -- nobody’s targeting her. But
there is the potential of more questions arising about her"
(Rauber, NEW YORK POST, 4/17).

POTENTIAL QUESTIONS: USA TODAY'’s Pound reports a DC
consulting firm headed by Herman’s close friend & ex-business
assoc. Vanessa Weaver "prepared a detailed plan of services it
wanted to provide to the Congo government two weeks before Herman
met with" officials from that nation. A draft of the three-page
plan "raises new questions about the account given by Herman ...
concerning her dealings with the Congo officials and the
consulting firm." Herman has maintained through a spokesperson
that her WH luncheon meeting with Congo president’s daughter
Nireille Lissouba and a 10/12/95 meeting with another Congo

official were "social in nature." The meeting was arranged by
Weaver and her then-partner Laurrent Yene of the consulting firm
International Investments & Business Developments. "Although

there is no indication of illegality, the lunch meeting raises
questions about whether Herman was attempting to use" her WH
position "to assist Weaver." VYene, who has had a falling out
with Weaver, "alleged that Herman promised to help him and Weaver
with a public relations contract" with Congo. He said Lissouba’s
proposed trip to the U.S was discussed at the October 1995
luncheon with Herman." And he said Herman gave Weaver "advance
word" of VP Gore’s plans to stop in Congo for a brief meeting
with Pres. Lissouba 12/95. WH spokesperson Joe Lockhart
"denounced Yene as a liar," saying no business was discussed at
the luncheon, and Herman did not provide advance info on Gore’s
trip (4/17). N.Y. TIMES’ Drew & Wines report Weaver and her
sister Caryliss gave $150,000 to Dems last fall, three times the
amount the sisters had previously reported (4/17).
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'l‘rent Lott postponed Alexis Her-
ma.ns Senate confirmation vote as’
Labor Secretary Tuesday. You've got
to wonder about the political opera- _
tlon up at the Clinton  White -House.

The Herman confirmation would be
dne of the stinkiest GOP votes of the
year, insofar as she was at the eye of
the ‘Indogate fund-raising -storm in

the White House. But almost on the

very day the Republicans are about
fo hold their noses to-wave through

. HMs. Herman, the White House pro-

geeds to ignore the democratic

process for the about umpteenth time -

by using an executive order to decree
& giant and rm!y outrageous favor to
g Labor. .

** Al Gore, the. heh\apparent to Bill
Clinton’s politics, dangled the new or-
der Monday before a meeting of con-
struction and building unions. The ex-

-«

. gcutive order would allow federal

agencies that fund construction pro-
jects to “determine” what kind of

. workers they want to hire, and to re- .
duire, cheysochoose,thatapmject_

llseun.lon workers.

.- Another hoot: Federal agency par-
licipation is supposed to be voluntary.
The bottom line is that this is a $200
bulion set-aside for the AFL-CIO. Any-

-onewhowonderedwhytheumom

went to the mattress for Bill Clinton in
melastelectioncannowseetheloﬁc

+ Excused by Mr. Clinton from obeying .

the Supreme Court’s Beck decision,
John Sweeney spent $35 million on TV
ads to support Democrats last.year.

Cllpton is now rewarding hjm

Herman on Hold

close to 6,000 times over.
Bruce Josten of the U.S, fma.mber

. of Commerce probably spoke for a lot

of American businesses, large and
small, when he commented this week
that “the Vice President should work
to require that all government con-
tracts be awarded to the lowest bid-
der, not the biggest campaign contrib-
utor.” As a result of the Davis-Bacon
Act, the government already is paying

too much for its roads, highways and .
. buildings, The executive order will
push construction bills even higher.

Government '

Reflecting a "Big
mind-set, the order also'permits gov-
emmentasendestonegoﬂatedimd!y
with unions, .bypassing -the private-
sector contractors who are actually re-

sponsible for delivering the work. Fi-
Saltr

| : by
excluding the 80% of them who-don’t

belong to unions. This, incidentally,

includes many m!nority workers, who
are already disadvantaged by Davis-

Bacon. No surprise here; all they gave -
their votes.

the Administration was th

Tom Daschle reacted to Mr. Lott's

mbmbychargmgthatm.ﬂeman

was being “held hostage.” Hardly.

The National Labor’ Relations Board

will be the center for adjudicating the
consequences of the executive order,

and the Labor Secretary’s office tradi-

tionally advises the .NLRB. Once

again, Ms. Herman is entangled in
this White House's m'per«noﬂﬁcal
machinations. -

= As1des

. Hol!ywoodShunersDemacmts

".Leave it to Hollywood liberals to
cloak self-interest in the guise of
virtue. The Hollywood Women's Polit-

ieal Committee disbanded this week

after raising $6 million for liberal ef-
forts over the past decade. “We will no
1dnger collaborate with a system that
mmnotesthebmﬁngandsellmgot

litical ofnce its statement said. The

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
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runstm'ytsthatmupmembmwere

- increasingly disappointed with the re-
‘fusal of President Clinton and other

Democrats to embrace their *60s liber-
alism. ~Motives aside, at least the
HWPC deserves credit for refusing to
be repeatedly stiffed by politicians.
Would that some members of the busi-
ness community understood . the De-

'mocratsmwell.
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Battie ever compensatory time and overtime
subject of House vote on Wednesday

allies see it, giving hourly employees the option of taking time off
instead of overtime lets them bank hours for later a day off for a
child's birthday party, say, or maybe an afternoon caring for an aging
parent.

But labor unions and President Clinton have denounced the proposal
s a none-ioo-subtle attempt by businesses to lower costs. In what is
shaping up as the first big union fight of the 105th Congress,
opponents of the bill, which is slated for a House vote on Wednesday,
mumwwdmmmm

compensatory time arrangements.

**voluntary”
*"It would allow businesses to make employees put in & lot of

overtime during their heavy seasons, then encourage (wWorkers) to take
time off when they don't need (it) anyway," said Peggy Taylor,
legislative director for the AFL-CIO, ** A lot of these workers need the
overtime to help make ends meet."

Taylor admits that in union surveys, workers initially react favorably
to the proposal, a top priority of the GOP. **But that favorable aititude
toward comp time disappedrs when you asked questions sbout, ‘Do
you think your employer would really leave it up to you?™ Taylor said.

Such statements are fighting words to the U:S. Chamber of
Commerce, which will take into account lswmakers' voles ca the bill
when it issues often-influential snnual ratings of the most pro- snd
-ﬂmm«m

**This would primarily affect the 90 perceat of the workforce that is

" pot unionized. This is another sticmpt by the unions to block giving

the workers what they want," said Frank Coleman, a chamber
m"l&.mhbﬂmmnﬂﬁﬂwﬂ
fhey want, and they'd have no reason to join unions.”

The Labor Department estimates there are 70 million hourly
workers in the United States, with about 50 million in non-uaion jobs.

R mwwhmmi;-bhumm

workers. For that reason, business lobbyists call unions hypocritical
for trying to demy private-sector workers the same comp-time choice
that their local chapters have negotisted with government employers.
**The difference is that public-sector employers are not driven to
squeeze the work out of their employees the way the privae seotor is,”

 retorted the AFL-CIO's Taylor

Business inferests also nole that President Clinton introduced a
similar proposal last year during clection season but now says he will
should be linked o an expension of the Family and Medical Leave

: Tucsday spproved a
comp-time bill called the **Family Friendly Workplace Act” along s
party-line voie. It is expected to come 1o the Seaate for a voio afler
Costgress returns from its Easter recess.

The bill before the House on Wednesday is the ** Working Familics
Flexcibility Act.” Its sponsor is Rep. Cass Ballenger, a North Carolina
Republican and former small businessman known for his hostility to .
organized labor. |

mbmwuﬂ-dulmr&mumm. .
Depression-cra law that guarsnieed overtime pay to hourly employees
who work beyoad the usual 40-hour week. The act does not grant
overtime pay to salaried professionals and managers.

That landmark labor law was passed when most workers were men
and most women stayed st home. But times have changed, sad so
should the law, Republicans say. These days, the retail and service
sectors drive the econoaty. More women are working, snd family
concerns are & Rew priority.

Indul.l 1994 Labor Department report found that the main issue
v_uuth.mk“hm)‘m‘ﬂdh‘h

**What we've talking sbout is being sbie 10 offer saother bencfit to
employees," ssid Nelson Litiercst, a lobbyist for the National
Federstion of Independent Business.

-Thlbulilmldn_llwwutpbmt‘nmm

pay ;
at time and a half if they chose. But for those who want a more
flexible schedule, the proposal would allow them to take an hour and a
half off at some later date for every hour of overtime worked.
Employers snd employees would be required to sign formal
agreements stating their arrangement. Under the proposal, employees

. would be sble to earm up 10 240 hours of comp time. At the end of the

year, employers would be required to pay the usual time-and-a-half
cash overtime wage for any comp-time hours not used.

In response to concerns sbout workers' rights, the bill stipulates that
sccepting comp time may not be a precondition of employment. It also
allows workers to file federal complaints against employers who try to

‘coerce them into such arrengements. Employers who lose would be
* forced to pay complainsnts double their wages for the overtime hours
worked.

In reality, the unicos argue, the process of filing a complaint would
be 30 cumbersome that most workers many of whom may lack time
and resources to fight a labor dispute would simply cave in to their
bosses. :

Clinton and the unions also worry about a provision

mesn
& worker's maternity leave or extended Vacation could be arbitrarily
canceled. : :

The business lobby says coercion is not in the interest of employers,
qdallyﬁ:nwhmmllm

**The small-business owner we represent is in a Main Street

business. They work hand-in-hand with their employees. They work
the cash register. They wear many hats,” said Litterest of the
independent business federation. -

**They look st this as another way to offer 2 benefit, becsuse 2 happy
workforoe is an efficient workforoe,” he said.

Senate Labor Committee begins
hearings on Alexis Herman By Mike Dorning
Chicago Tribune (KRT)

WASHINGTON Too bad for Anthony Lake that he didn't have the
good luck to be bor inl Alsbama.

Or 0 cae might have concluded Wednesday sfter the surprisingly
congenial confirmation hearing for once-controversial Labor
Secretary-designee Alexis Herman. The tone was set at the opening by
& laudstory introduction from her fellow Alabaman, Republican Sen.
Richard Shelby.

A day afier Lake withdrew from consideration for the CIA
directorship in the face of a determined campaign against him led by

_ Shelby, the conservative Alsbama seastor was sitting in front of the

Senaste Labor Committee, fill of kind words for Herman, whose
nominstion oaly a few woeks ago scemed doubtful. -

**She's camned her way by hard work. 1 know she will do 2 good.
joh.‘ddm finishing off a glowing biography of Herman's rise

from Mobile's segrogated parochial scbools 1 & high-level position in
the White House,

The hearing opened sfter nearly three months of delays because of
Republican questioas about her involvement as director of the White
House's Office of Public Liasoa in Democratic fund-raising activities.

Republicins wese especially concerned sbout her role in & White
House coffiee with President Clinton held for Democratic donors in the
banking industry. The event was attended by Comptroller of the
Currency Bugeae Ludwig, who had direct regulatory control over the
bankers at the session.

Heorman visited Seaate Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., in
late February to explain her activities and assure him she had not been
sware of Ludwig's imvitation to the coffee nor had she sttended. She
ﬁ-ﬂmmwﬁmhmm

" Committes.

Committee Chairman James Jeffords, R-Vt., opened the hearing by
declaring, ** The vast msjority of questions have been answered.”
Although he chided Herman for her office’s involvement in fond -

raising st the White House, he did s0 in a tone gestle by the standards

of the bitier partisanship of the campaign fiund-raising controversy.

"lﬁkm-ﬁm-ﬂﬁnl’mhﬂdm .

the standard for public office is not perfection. But neither is it

sufficient to say, "Everybody does it’ They don't," Jeffords said.
Herman was not asked directly sbout fund raising st the White .

House during the hearing, although two senstors questioned her about

3119197
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involvement in trade missicns while she was an official at the
Commerce Department. The administration has been accused of
favoritism toward Democratic donors in choosing business
representatives for trade delegations.

1 did not know who was a donor and who was not & dosor, quite
frankly, to the Democratic Party. That was not & part of my '
conversation with them,” responded Herman, who said she helped
mmtﬁuMbﬂhﬁmmm

msmumwamdmm
leaders, including Secretary of Transportation Rodoey Slater,
Harlem's Rep, Charles Rangel, D-N.Y., and Kweisi Mfume, president
of the National Associstion for the Advancement of Colored People.

Herman's 92-year-old grandmother, Margaret Dozier, slso flew in
hhhmchnhhmnmﬂﬁﬂp'lmsm .

Anthony Lake Withdraws his Nemination as .
Director of C.LA. By William Neikirk and
David 8. Cloud, Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON -Mar. 18—In s stunning political blow to President
Clinton, Anthony Lake withdrew his nomination as director of the
wmmwmmmmwﬁe
in w

Lake, who had served as Clinton's national security adviser, found

; mmwuuwmm

the administration's secret deal to allow Iran to sell arms in Bosnia,
sad his failure to sell off his financial assets as required by ethics
sy : :

The surprise pullout by the scholarly, soft-spoken Lake, one of the
main architects of Clinton's first-term foreign policy, gave
R@ﬂﬁmnmﬁuhw“mm
sinoe he was re-elected last November.

Lake told Clinton in & White House meeting that the GOP would
drag out his nomination for months, maybe even a year, in hopes of
damaging him and the sdministration.

*He thinks they are diddling him to death,” a senior admisistration
official said.

mmwwmuumwumw

. him for a year, if necessary, and leave the CIA job open. But Lake
™ declined, noting that the GOP was on the verge of issuing new
_mhummwmdh}m

“&ﬁ!mnmwﬂw&'uﬁam .
administration official. *'Everyoae is despoadent sbout it.”

In the end, Clinton said he respected Lake's decision and accepled
hmuhﬁdnﬂ.iﬁ#hm&um:
new CIA nominee is put forth.

mmuumummmnmwnq
wroagdoing snd added that the withdrawal shows “*the sad state our

" country is in now.”

mmwmﬁwmm)u-m

.nmmmumwmmuw

qualified to run the nation's spy agency.In & statement Moaday night
Shelby said, ** This nomination hes been wrought with coatroversy
from the beginning. Although I found Mr. Lake to be intelligent and
amicable, I contizned o lisve strong reservations about his fitness to
be director of the Ceatral 1 wish M. Lake well."

Some Democrats had also wondered aloud whether be possessed the
qualities necessary t0 run the sprawling intelligence buresuicracy.

mmdum“uhﬂwmmmw
the Seaste had he persisted, even though it would have beena -
rough-aad-tumble :

**No one here st the White House thought that Toay would not have
been confirmed,” the seaior administration official ssid. His '

description of a circus simosphere was not far from wrong. He told the

president that there appeared to be no ead to the investigstion into his
nomination. The final straw, he said, was his fear that a NSC staff

mmummmummusﬂmn
testify, .

Mnﬂuhmmmw«
forced to withdraw, and each time it happens, the president paysa

wmnpohdmmquﬁﬂmwmh
vulnersbilitics.

Mhﬁ@p@dlﬁm&umbwﬂbhh
ﬁlmﬁcﬁnd&shﬁﬂ;m even though his
National Security Council had warsed White House officials against
MMMMWMWhh

' Democrstic Party.
.. But Lake found his stewardship questioned in coonection with the

hdmmdtmmkthlwmﬂuhnﬂiwm
Sens. Richard Lugar of Indiana and John Chaffee of Rhode Island. -
As recently as last week, the White House was victory.

One White House official who had advised Lake last week to resist the
attacks on him said that he now regretied the advice. In a change in

tenor last Wednesdsy, Democratic Sens. Max Baucus and Bob Kerrey
dmmmmmmﬂmwmu

mmm

Supreme Court to hear arguments in
Communications Decency Act case.

* By Glen Elsasser Chicago Tribune (KRT)

WASHINGTON Former U.S. Sen. James Exon calls the Internet

the greatest invention since the printing press. Yet he was shocked by
mwmbh&mhmmmﬂdmh

 says this concern for children spurred his successful effort to enact the

1996 Communications Decency Act.
On Weddesday the Supreme Court will hear arguments in whatis -
being called one of its most significant cases in years. The

outcome will be a landmark ruling, expected in June, on an issne that
state and local governments are increasingly tackling with laws of
their own.

Themfoauummdhwumbh
crime for anyone to transmit or display to minors aay indecent or
pstently offensive material, Cmmhnnmuttwo—ywp-imm
and fine.

AWM&WWHMWMW
dhhwmmﬂymbmﬂnyﬂbﬁw
Internet users precise guidance on what is illegal.

Opponests say the lsw could pesalize the transmission of sexually
wmummmmm;nmnd
speech containing ** dirty words." 2

The Justice Department has asked the high court to uphold the
iindecency provisions, with Attorney General Janet Reno echoing the
same concerns that motivated Exon and his congressional supporters.

While the Internet provides new opportunities for leaming, Reno

" said in discussing the upcoming arguments, **it also has incredible
) waﬂm&oumhmmm

hurtful, particularly to children® -
Mmmm&hmhwﬂ
Technology, takes the view that if Reno and the government win, it
will destroy the Internet as we know it." 2

Siding with Berman is a diverse list of individuals and

mmmuu&m«m
booksellers, artists and photographers.

mmuwbmmwmm
they coatend, the restrictions could limit the Internet to
m-ﬁmuﬁu&n&rpmﬁmb
their information, such as commercial pornographers.

Last week Bruce Ennis, a Washington lawyer with the firm of Jenner
&Mpw\nwedwhlhwiﬂﬂl&sjmwm:m.
with the law. .

; m&ﬂmdhwhmwuh.ﬂnw

law would ban a vast rangs of speech, all of which is constitutionally
Mh%ﬂmdﬂﬂhm“ﬂh

&udnwﬂmﬁtbhwdwmtmlyhmm i,

that is posted to the Internet in foreign countries. A substantisl smount

of all this speech umwmwmm crlamu
abtoad.

Mslﬂmmbmlhemhwnm

‘workdwide adult bookstore and we're going to take half the dirty

videos, books aad magazines off the shelves, and you can look st the
rest,” said Ennis. ** That surely does not further the government's
interest in preventing minors from having access to indecent speech.”
Enais emphasized that it is not techaically possible for speakers to
screen for age on such popular Internet features as e-mail, listservs,
nowsgroups sad chatrooms.
mmﬂuwummumwum-
mwmummummu

: mﬂﬂ:hﬁm#uh“ﬂudh




Labor Nominee Herman Heads Toward Senate 3_ l-C[’ q e
(c) 1997, Newsday
.. WASHINGTON Secretary of Labor nominee Alexis Herman
sppeared headed toward a long-delsyed Senate confirmation Tuesday
after a committce hearing in which she endured Republican attacks on
White House mixing of politics with official business.

**I am troubled by the culture which gives rise t0 50 many missteps,”
Senate Labor snd Homen Resources Commitiee Chairman James
Jeffords, R- V1., said in gently chastising Herman, 49, a black woman
who directed the White House public lisison office during President
Clinton's first term. Jeffords strongly implied that Herman should have
spoken up to prevent the nation's top banking regulstor from being
imvited to a 1996 White House coffee with Clinton, bankers snd
Democratic fund-raising officials. Herman's office helped set up the
event, which she did not attend.

Jeffords, a political moderate, granted Herman & chanoe fo testify
only after she submitted to weeks of private grilling over her personal
involved ** outreach” to minority and other constituent groups. The
committee Tuesday released hundreds of pages of documents
mhmhmhlwmmhb
documents she denied playing sary role in campaign fund raising. '
**My pace may have been 100 slow to suit some, but my view is that
it is better to take some time and get it right,” Jeffords said.

The committes is not scheduled to vote on Herman uatil next moath,
afler Congress'two-week Easter recess. White House spokesman Joe
Lockhart, citing the lack of outright opposition to Herman voiced by
any commities member, predicied favorable votes by the commitiee
aad foll Senate.
Mﬁhﬂbﬂduwmll—pﬂ. -
senators’ questions dealt mostly with arcane labor policy. At no time ]
did the stmosphere near the hostility that Anthony Lake met from the
Senate Intelligence Committee before he withdrew his nomination to
be CIA director Monday. Along with Herman, Lake had been the only
Clinton Cabinet appointee still awaiting confirmation.
hhmmﬂmm:‘m-ﬂm
Sen. Richard Sheiby, R-Ala., the intelligence commitics chairman,
showed up to shake hands with the Mobile, Ala.-born Herman snd
openly support ber as a fellow Alabaman. **1 belicve she will do &

: mdjobumdhhw‘hhldhm“lhpjw
w&umdmnmum
Jeffords, reading an opening statement, said it was wrong for White
House sides such as Herman **10 be thrust into campaign roles.” He
was referring 1o a Clinton-Gore 1996 campaign plan that Herman
helped develop to corral blacks' votes.

Jeffords’ criticisms were * Mﬂdwmm
Lockhart said.

Herman told Sen. John Wasner, R-Va., that **] certainly disassociste
myself* from a memo written by the campaign working group she
headed urging attacks on Republicans as ** encmies of civil rights.”
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. After long delay, Labor nominee finally has her day in Senate<
By KEVIN GALVIN Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) After weeks of delays, Labor
Secretary-designate Alexis Herman finally had her day at a
Senate confirmation hearing Tuesday and got a generally
favorable reception from Democrats and Republicans alike.

Several Republicans at the hearing referred to the campaign
fund-raising problems that have dogged the Clinton White House
and had delayed Herman's nomination, but the same senators
indicated they would be more interested in discussing labor
policy.

Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., chairman of the Labor and Human
Resources Committee, referred to the hundreds of written
questions Herman and the White House responded to before the
hearing could be scheduled.

| appreciate the patience of the nominee and the
cooperation of the White House itself. | think the vast
majority of questions have been answered and need not take up
our time today," Jeffords said.

Nevertheless, Jeffords referred to what he said were ethical
lapses at the White House and said he hoped Herman, who served

. as director of the White House Office of Public Liaison, would
live up to a higher standard at Labor.

| think the Office of Public Liaison made mistakes. And |
think the nominee made some mistakes," Jeffords said.
“Fortunately for all of us, the standard for public office is
not perfection, but neither is it sufficient to say “everybody
does it.' They don't."

Anthony Lake's withdrawal as Clinton's nominee to lead the
CIA was fresh on everyone's mind, but even Republican Sen.
Richard Shelby, a key Lake opponent, turned out to introduce
Herman, who hails from his home state of Alabama.

In her opening remarks, Herman, 49, avoided any reference to
the delay of her hearings, focusing instead on her agenda for
the Labor Department. She said helping welfare recipients move
into the working world, shoring up retirement security,
guaranteeing safety and equality on the job and improving
worker training would lead her list of priorities.

""We must make sure that every workplace supports families,
respects diversity and fosters cooperation between employers
and workers," she said. ""The best way to achieve these goals

. is to expand opportunity and security for all workers."



L

Sen. Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts, the panels ranking
Democrat, sought to steer attention away from the questions
about Herman's involvement in political affairs at the White
House.

“This hearing isn't really about all the activities in the
White House," he said. " This hearing is about your record."
Kennedy and the AFL-CIO worked against Herman's nomination,
but they have stood squarely behind her since Clinton named her
as his choice. '
Jeffords' committee staff had looked into a controversial

coffee klatch for bankers organized by the Democratic National
Committee and attended by Comptroller of the Currency Eugene
Ludwig.

Clinton admitted it was a mistake to include Ludwig in a

political event.

White House memos supported Herman's contention that she was
unaware of the DNC's role in the event. Although her office

invited Ludwig to the meeting, the White House said she was not
involved in the arrangements.

A longtime advocate for women and minorities, Herman, 49,
came from a politically active home in Mobile, Ala.

Her father sued the Democratic Party to let blacks vote and
became Alabama's first black wardsman. When she graduated from
Xavier University in New Orleans, she returned home to help
desegregate her old high school.

She was a protege of the late Ron Brown, and served as his
chief of staff at the DNC from 1989 to 1991.
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U.S., Russia Still at Odds Over NATO Plans
(Washn) By Roy Gutman (c) 1997, Newsday
WASHINGTON After four intense days of top-level talks, Russia

and the United States are still sparring over NATO's expansion plans
and may remain at odds even after the summit in Helsinki later this

**Russia will not change its position on NATO enlargement,”
Yevgeny Primakov, the Russian foreign minister, told reporters
Monday after an hour of talks with Pregident Clinton, who is
recuperating from surgery to repair a knee injury. |

In Moscow, President Boris N. Yeltsin predicted the summit will be
the most difficult he has faced. ** There has not been such a difficult
meeting as this between me and an American president (former
President) Bush or Bill Clinton,” he said in an interview.,

Ydmmmmbmmmhbmdmtmh
of an attack but of a Western **blockade” of Russia, **which we
elmotal]ow He also criticized NATO exercises around Russia.
Ehvunwumptuﬁlma’snhﬂmw:omdur
borders and openly at that?" he said.

The summit was scheduled in Helsinki, Finland, after Yeltsin's long
recovery from a heart-bypass operation and a bout with pneumonia.

- Monday, the Russian leader took delight in pointing out the role
" reversal.
**They said that a sick Yeltsin and a healthy Clinton would cometo -

Helsinki, and it turns out the other way around,” he said.
for Thursday and Friday. Spokesman Mike McCurry said Primakov
had made a ** good commitment” to addressing the disagreements but

predicted the Helsinki summit will not resolve all

**There will likely continue to be disagreements after the summit in
Helsinki. I can't imagine that we will resolve all the issues that are
pending,” he told reporters. Other major issues to be addressed, in
addition to NATO, are failure by the Russians to ratify the START 2

_ treaty and fisture U.S. economic ties, including aid, to Russia.

The State Department said meetings with Primakov have gone
almost around the clock since Friday, and the discussions were
**cooperative and, in some cases, productive.”
“Mhrﬂhﬂbpﬁummﬂnsbmdm
spokesman Nicholas Burns told reporters.

One reason is the sudden increase of Russian rhetoric. A few days
ago, Russia's ambassador to the Czech Republic warned that Moscow
may reconsider its economic relations with Prague if the latter, as is
almost certain, joins the Western alliance. The State Department
MWMMM '

Msmphwhhmw&rq:eﬁrhhﬂdpublm
threats of retaliation,” Burns said.

Ammdwwmahhmthhyod
Russia's relations with NATO. There were indications last week that
Yeltsin had dropped his insistence that this be a legally binding
unchanged, telling reporters Monday that the United States

"*understands our arguments in favor of the binding character of the :

document.”
mmmmynﬁmu&mm

that the agreement should be **politically binding," meaning a signed

mbyhndtdmndm

Passage of'l'ineAppmuHelphborBec.Nom
Eu-nu(Wuh)lyWﬂh-Douglu (c) 1997,
Newsday

WASHINGTON Tmmmbhmwm
friend.
mmma&mmmmm
to become secretary of lsbor, naysayers were aplenty and her
nomination was in doubt.

WH&MW@MWMW,
questioned Herman's role in White House coffee meetings attended by
about her personal financial dealings.

Organized labor balked at Herman's selection and Sen. Edward
Kennedy, D-Mass., the ranking Democrat on the Senate Labor
Committee, made it known that he and the unions wanted Clinton to
choose former Sen. Harris Wafford, D-Pa.

But now, White House officials and lawmakers are
quietly saying they expect Herman will be confirmed despite what is
muu.mmmumwm

Tuesday.

A White House that was frustrated sbout the delay in Herman's
confirmation hearing she is the last appointee to go through the
mmmhm‘mthhemahkdngmdimg i

**Oddly, the time lapse has worked in'her favor,” said White House
spokesman Joseph Johnson. **People have answered the questions
(about her). For a majority of things, reasonable explanations have
been provided. Six weeks ago, you would have had
a different impression of her than you will at the hearing.*

White House officials and Herman have used the time to plead her
mumqmmmuuumm
job, :

In late January, Herman met with Lott after the senator cast doubt on
hmmbmd’hsaﬂawdmdmmmmuuny
13 coffee meeting at the White House with Clinton, Democratic
deCmﬁheMl?ptmbmkmgmﬂda
senior Treasury official who regulates the industry. Clinton officials
mmuummmmﬂm
with federal regulators.

mmmmwmmqwmm
Herman, whose office coordinated the meeting, had no direct role in
mmwmw«mw&m
Ludwig, to the gathering, Herman was out of town when Ludwig’s -
name was placed on the guest list, according to the documents. When

mmdmmummmm '

a political gathering and did not attend, the documents say

Herman's office arranged about 15 of the mmmw
at the White House and attended about seven, administration officials
said.

The administration's explanation of the May coffee meeting seemed
o satisfy Lott, who said her prospects for confirmation *looks better
than it did when it came out that there was & possibility she arranged
am.mummuwm
campaign officials.”

mmnmmmmmm
mw&wﬁmmmww
labor,

Mmm&mnm dupddnmuy
oallm

Itwumﬂﬂhmppuhd&m. Wuﬁ:dlhmhunswus.
Herman," said Jim Manley, a spokesman for Kennedy. ** She will be a
fine labor secretary and he (Kennedy) is confident that she will be -
confirmed once she goes for the committee.”

Herman has been wooing organized labor, tno.mnetmsmurﬁm
leaders personally and speaking by phone to others.

MMMMMMIN::
backing Herman, some have grumbled privately that Wofford who
had an 88 percent lifetime voting record in support of labor issues
backed by the AFL-CIO would have been a better choice.

But Peggy Taylor, the AFL-CIO's legislative director, said, **all of
mwwﬂhmhpﬂomhdmmm

a lot of enthusiasm "
Still, with all the controversy mumﬁn;l:hmu.hw
feared the White House would sbandon her.

*We have  litte history hére,” said Rosemary Dempsey, National
Organization for Women's national vice president, referring to ;

Clinton's withdrawal of support of civil rights expert Lani Guinier for

a senior Justice Department position in 1993, “Thqllmldm(lu
ber fall by the wayside."
Bylﬁnuﬁ.hmﬂ:ummmﬁrﬂum.
who is black, by asking black colleges, women's groups, and labor
groups to speak out about the delayed confirmation hearing.

While the Clinton administration has tried to smooth Herman's
confirmation hearing, some potential bumps remain. .
mnmwmau.mmm
for Clinton's re-election that outlined strategy for i

campaign improving
the president's support in the black community violated the Hatch Act,

a federal law that bars mwm_mh

The White House defended Herman, saying political appointees are
Mbdopdﬁmlwukukmgnhypﬂinaﬂhwa&m
their government job.

mwm:hwd»pudmalmddhm

.' whether Herman, who was then operating her own consulting firm, -

used political connections to get a share of a $200 million

" development project along Washinglon's Pennsylvania Avenne while
Mh%ummmm:ﬂdﬂhﬁnhm‘ M

than $500,000. .
lkn-uundlﬁbhmbmm-dm



last week said she is prepared for an intense and exhausting hearing.

Bom in segregated Mobile, Ala, 49 years ago, Herman was raised
in a political household. Her father, & mortician, sued the Democratic
PwnmnmhdnmeulbmmdAhbm'lﬁm E
black party officials.

After graduating from Louisiana's Xavier University, Herman
returned to Mobile to help desegregate her Catholic high school. She
traveled to Mississippi to help unskilled workers get jobs at shipyards
in Pascagoula, the hometown of Lott.

Herman arrived in Washington in 1977 to work with Marshall in the
Labor Department. When Carter lost his re-election bid in 1980 to
Republican Ronald Reagan, Herman and Emest Green, an assistant
labor secretary and one of the first blacks to integrate Little Rock,
Ark., public schools, formed a consulting firm that advised businesses
on marketing and minority hiring.

In 1988, Herman joined the Rev. Jesse Jackson's second presidential
campaign, where she met Ron Brown, who was to become Clinton's
commerce secretary until he died last year in & plane crash.

RENO AT LARGE: Clone Foes Are the New Witch
Hunters By Robert Reno (c) 1997, Newsday

If it is true, as many scientists hope, that genetics will dominate
science in the 21st century in much the way physics captivated the
20¢th century, we are off to a bad start.

In the real world, scientists are dreaming of pushing back new
frontiers of life creation while the pharmaceutical industry is salivating
at the profit opportunities involved in bicengineering. But in the larger
public sphere, ane of the seminal events in the history of biology, the
cloning of & harmless ewe called Dolly by & kindly Scottish geneticist
mm.muhwwm-m
between the infantile and the hysterical.

First of all, the Conservative government in Britain cut off finds for
the institute where the sheep was created. President Clinton,
determined not to underreact, decreed an entirely unnecessary ban on
fiederal funds for research in human cloning, reflecting a curious
pricrity for 8 nation that can't even ban asssult weapons. And
Congress held hearings last week, the purpose of which seemed no
mmﬂﬁnnhh“bhhﬂpd

with the creator of & newly famous animal who was named

tﬂuDthm They might have as usefully investigated Ringling

MMMWEMWWb
which the miracle of cloning might lead. The owner of & sterile
racehorse named Cigar said he would apply for permission to replicate
the beast. The ethics of cloning Donald Trump was debated.
Imaginations ran to such monstrosities as supercows with udders the
size of a Toyota, 200-pound watermelons that mature in a week, even
the possibility of resurrecting mummies in Egyptian tombs. Most of it
was the sort of foolishness that comes from having seen ** Jurassic
Park” t00 many times.

The real significance of the miracle that was achicved in Scotland is
that it could lead to cures for some of the most horrible diseases
known to man. in organ transplantation, cures for
Parkinson's disease and cystic fibrosis and inexpensive
therapy for hemophiliscs are just a few of the readily
benefits. And many of them will require the sort of research in human
cloning that horrifies those who sce it as a challenge to God's
monopoly on life creation or an offense to natural law.

Charles Darwin had an answer for these overwrought people when
be said, **What s book a devil's chaplain might write oa the clumsy,
wasteful, blundering, low and horribly cruel works of nature.®

There is, I suppose, a case to be made for the fear that some mad
scientist will get the idea of doing & mass cloning of Trump or of Newt
Gingrich. But this is an overreaction. Actually, scientists say that
" cloned animals will not be exact replicas of their progenitors. A
cloned cow, for instance, will inherit only a 70 percent similarity in
milk production, the rest being dependent on such things as uterine
environment and postnatal experiences.

So, if you cloned Donald or Newt, you might get a perfectly
well-mannered person. As a besotted Dolly Parton fan, I'll confess I'd
be intrigued by the idea of more of her running around bringing joy to
her public. Dolly the sheep was so named, you'll recall, because the
cells they used came from another sheep's udder. Dolly Parton isn't &
milk cow, of course, but if we cloned her, how could we be sure of
getting her sweet disposition, her lush and pleasing manner, her
wholesome, unself-conscious sensuality? Miss Parton says she doesn't
uﬂhnunﬂqnnddlh

** Although if's controversial, I'm honored,” she said. ** There's no

: + such thing as basassasad publicity.”

2

Good for you, Dolly. I knew I:in;uns
~ issue that has been badly lacking in the apocalyptic rantings Pﬂ"’
ndusSu. Christopher Bond, R-Mo.

limnnﬂﬂnddﬁqdmﬂnﬁhnﬂawdhpkyﬂoﬂ.’
be said.

He seemed perfectly willing, however, to play God with lives of
people who suffer from cystic fibrosis or Parkinson's disease by
calling for a permanent ban on human cloning research.

Next to all the posturing and swodning, the voice of Sen. Tom
Harkin, D-lowa, boomed with good sense.

**What nonsense,” he said. ** What utter nonsense to think we can

- hold up our hands and say, *Stop.' Human cloning will take place and

it will take place in my lifetime. I don't fear it. I welcome it."
Anyway, I suppose we have made some progress since the Middle
Ages. In those days they would have burned geneticists at the stake.
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underwent Friday. **He's sick about it."

discourage other qualified individuals from public service. ** A whole
lotdpwphwhomsltmmmnmhhmm
thoughts. That's sad." -

Lake's sudden decision to end his bid to become Clinton's third CIA
director in four years came in the midst of two weeks of often fractious
confirmation hearings by the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence,
whmlah‘sfowywm-um'ldmmm
advisor came under intense
Inhnldsbdmhhndﬂmbwumbm
of new signals the White House had received over the weekend of the
likelihood of further delays before the Republicans on the Senate

a vote. That finally convinced him, Lake angrilyswrote, that his .
mmmhﬂbm“apdﬁulmhasmwiﬂlm
moving goal posts.
Lahlddndlhtlﬁcmmﬂudddlyl.“lhwﬁnllhrlu(
patience.” .
Lh&mﬂmwmﬂh&ﬁnmmwh
Smmmmﬂumepndhﬂddw&omﬁmmhuhpm
The delays, Lake complained, ** are hurting the CIA and NSC staff in
ways I can no longer tolerate.”

Lake's decision stunned Senate leaders, who were planning to hold
further hearings on Lake's nomination Tuesday. Sen. Richard C.

Shelby, R-Ala,, the intelligence committee's chairman and Lake's main _

ﬂwy,lﬁhwumﬂdmmuﬂmm

night.

Shelby insisted that, despite Lake's expectation of further delays
from the Senate, the committee was planning to vote on Lake's
nomination by Thursday.

Yet Shelby, who had been signaling his displeasure with Lake's
nomination for months, also made it clear Monday nighit that he
- thought Lake was the wrong man for the CIA job.

Lake **lacked managerial skills at every level," Shelby said.
harshly partisan, Shelby added the Senate had **an obligation to
rigorously examine anyone for a position as sensitive as CIA,
especially someone who brought as much controversy to the position
‘a8 M, Lake. ... Ibdieuhﬂlﬁrﬁdmﬁmhmﬁhn,hn
fair shake doesn't mean a rubber stamp.”

WMMMMMMW-MVU&
not the result of any looming bombshell uncovered by the Senste or

’ '_ﬂnmda.bunﬂn'byh:mmmmnmlncu

**He just saw delay and delay and delay,” n:dmeuhnhﬂrm
official.

tenure at Clinton's National Security Council had been at the heart of
GOP concerns about his nomination.
. While Clinton has not focused on possible replacements yet, those
most likely to be considered include Acting CIA Director George
Tenet, who was once staff director for the Senate
Codnittee, and Deputy Attomey General Jamie S. Gorelick, who was
considered for the post before Lake was chosen. ?
Lhmwnwmmmmn
December after less than two years at the CIA. Clinton's first CIA
Director, R. James Woolsey, resigned at the end of 1994, after getting
enmeshed in the Aldrich Ames spy scandal and finding that he was -
mmndmbﬂum

Now Expected to Win Confirmation to Labor
Put{Wuh)BdehuHuly (©) IM.IMM
“hhlmukﬁlﬂl.n-“..dtwtpa

list of more than 100 questions for President Clinton's labor
secretary-designate last moath, he insisted his aim was to focus the

her past business dealings or her role in the fund-raising scandal
engulfing the Clinton administration.

Yet one after the other, Jeffords’ questions concerned Herman's
behavior as a private-sector consultant and, later, as a key political
aide to first the Democratic National Committee and then the White
House. With those questions answered, Jeffords maintained, GOP
lawmakers would tum their attentions to Herman's views on labor and
workplace matters. ,

But if's not likely to tun out that way.

In the end, Herman, 49, is widely expected to win Senate
Labor and Human Resources Committee, chaired by Jeffords, Even
one of Herman's carly detractors Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott,

R-Miss. appears ready to back her. ** There may be a lot of smoke but _

... she'll probably squeak through," said a GOP Senate side, who
addndﬂﬂkqmblnnhwﬁﬂedbﬁndnnﬁﬁmm :
enough to deny Herman the job. “Mg:tah!ﬁemshdw,
she'll make it "

Bmmuhqmdmbmghc lswmakers'
persistent foous on Herman's political and business dealings are likely
to keep them from learning much about her pricrities as the Clinton
administration's point person on labor and workplace issues,

They know that Herman, who is black, has been a key Clinton
administration liaison to the African-American community and is a

attack on Capitol Hill. And they know she is a committed advocate for
women in the workplace, having been director of the Labor
Department's Women's Bureau during the Carter administration.

Republican senators know also that Herman unlike Robert Reich,
the liberal academic she would replace st the Labor Department is
awm:pdhulwwhqwmlihlyﬁndkmbm
with on policy matters. As director of the White House Office of
mmmmmmmmum
their support for administration policies.

But it is precisely that political background, in the minds of many
GOP lawmakers, that has made Herman so vulnerable to questions
mm&u»mmm&m
ﬂnﬂ-mmgm

I&hbmmwlboﬁpdﬁubmﬁdnpolw
choice,” said one Republican staff member on Capitol Hill. In
thn.hpdduwbhwmuddnlmﬁupdm
licutenant, the aide said, not an ideological crusader, **If Clinton had

Ml@(ﬂmwwmem
see more of a discussion of policy."

Indeed, Herman woa the nomination over former Sen. Harris .
Waiford, D-Pa., an.ardent liberal. A Wofford nomination would have
whwuwmmmh

_its widening fund-reising scandal. But it would have prompted s testy
exchangs over the government's role in always-simmering Jabor '
disputes.

Panel Rebukes Torricelli for Claims in Guatemala
Murder Cases(Washn) By James Risea (c) 1997, Los

- Angeles Times

WASHINGTON hammrﬂbbnmmd
Congress, the Republican majority of the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence has conchuded that Sen. Robert Torricelli,
D-N.J., made false allegations about the CIA's role in two high-profile
murder cases in Guatemala involving a U.S. citizen and a rebel
married to another American.

Mhhﬂmmhm‘mmﬂna&u&
in Guatemala, the House intelligence panel still agreed with earlier
government investigations that the CTA's paid informants in the
Guatemalan army were involved in serious human rights abuses, that
mmmaumdmum
from Congress.

**The statutory th
thmdmhﬁmﬂdlﬂ

mmmwumaucwhum'
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nomination hearings of Alexis Herman on her spproach to the job, not
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bility
Clinton’s initiatives among busi-
ness groups, minorities, women
and others who will champion
the cause.
That job proved to be a hur-
when

and administration officials.

Critics also whether Herman
traded political favors for hundreds of
thousands of dollars in profits on cozy busi-

Washington's Penn-

Mfume, to be confirmed by the full Senate sylvania Avenue _

etta Scott Dorothy Height of the Na- The committee planned only one day of But Senate investigators found “no
tional of Negro Women, Marian hearings, another good sign for her. , smoking gun,” said Labor Committee
Wright Edelman of the Children's Defense Herman, a former Democratic Party of- Chairman James Jeffords, R-Vt. . t

gal Defense Fund, members of the Con- paigns of Jesse Jackson and Bill Clinton, » Lake withdraws, 1A
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~ How not to send a message to Mexico

he impressive bipartisan opposition to Presi-
: oooperaﬂngm bdrus 'an:-f ﬁfﬁ
-war evapora
week as quickly as it had built up. That's too bad,
because President Clinton’s decision to certify Mex-
ico will now assuredly stand. Neither Mexico nor the
scoso ofHign dlaappeizment Wi Mezloos pec:
sense of huge r-
mance as an ally in fighting illegal drugs.
Six days after President Clinton
certified that Mexico had “cooperated fully” in the
drug war, the House International Relations Com-
mittee passed a resolution of the certi-
fication by a vote of 27-5. The committee also approved
an amendment that would have allowed the president,
after citing vital national interests, to waive the cor-
; sanctions, which include any
foreign aid to Mexico unrelated to figh
agencies as -
tional Monetary Fund. In the House, the resolution as
then amended drew the support of Newt Gin-
grich and Minority Leader Dick

for self-defense, extraditing more drug offenders
wanted in the United States and permitting US. Coast
Guard ships to pursue drug runners in Mexican

, after a two-month delay, Labor Secretary
nominee Alexis Herman will begin her Senate
confirmation hearings. Miss Herman’s nomi-

nation was put on hold for so long by Senate Labor
and Human Resources Committee Chairman James
s e e T T e el
yearsasa
many :

Party
Alexis Herman has been involved in some troubling
matters. First and foremost among them is the
fundraising that went on at the Clinton White House
during the 1996 reelection campaign, when she was
heagluft_heomceofmbllcm Liaison. Miss Herman, to

IntheSen- .

waters. As Rep. Lee Hamilton, the ranking member
of the International Relations Committee, argued,
such a list of demands, no matter how worthy, could
not have been made at a worse time — less than four
months before Mexico's national congressional elec-
tions, as political trip over one another criti-
cizing the United No Mexican politician could
have publicly acquiesced within this time frame. E
The amendment also unnecessarily introduced a
slew of attacks against the Clinton administration’s
drug policies, guaranteeing that scores of Democrats

network. The White House i, to be sure, the presi-
dent’s political operation; but previous administra-

have the team around him he wants, even if it’s not exact-
1y who we would choose!” Now, thats just the way it's sup-
posed to work; one might even wish Democrats had ,
hewn to that sensible view when they were in the '
majority and the GOP held the White House. But
there’s simply no denying that the questions about Miss *
most ing —
the full Senate as well as in the Labor committee.

—_ ————

Ehe Washington Times |

TUESDAY, MARCH 18. 1997



Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately
scan such dividers. The title from the original document is
indicated below.

Divider Title: March 17, 1997




He Feels His Pain: Clinton Undergoes Knee Surgery
(Bdhuda)ly Susan Benkelman (c) 1997, Newsday
mmw-m

uhmm&mmh.ul p s that
domddMdelupnu'hhuﬁﬂM ﬂnnumﬂy
active president a bit and require months of physic Ibnpy

The president, who, according to doctors, re qahanb&n.
ﬁhlﬂﬂlﬁﬂ'hm.ﬁlduhwin ol to Helsinki
Tuesday for a planned summit with Russisn President Boris N,
Yeltsin. Doctors said Clinton would probably refnain in the National
Naval Medical Center here at least until Sunda

stumbling oa the bottom step as he was leaving the Hobe Sound, Fla.,
estate of pro golfer Greg Norman just after 1 ¢m. Friday. He was
taken to & local hospital, where doctors recorngmended that he see
arthopedic surgeons bere.

Clinton, his voice piped into & hospital news conference about an
hour after the surgery ended, said, I feel gyeat,” and told reporters to
“stop giving my doctors & hard time sbout going to Helsinki. We're all
going to Helsinki. We have to go.

"1 just had sn unlucky break,” the president said. **I've had almost
no injuries in my life, and in 25 years of njoming and a lot of other

hletio activity, I've boen kably freq of injuries. Accid

happen, but [ was fortunate that Greg Nofman, being a better athlete
than [, heard my knee pop and tumned arqund and caught me before I
hit the ground *

pot recommend that a patient who had just undergone such surgery
take a long flight. But Dr. David Adkisgn, who performed the
operation, noted that the president's plape, Air Force One, is not

a typical passenger jet. The president's fegular physician, Dr. Connie

Mariano, said she and one of the doctogs who performed the surgery
would travel with Clinton.

The surgery was performed with an epidural anesthetic, which is
administered to the spinal cord to numb the lower half of the body.
Because the president remained conscjous during the operation, there
wumnudtalmcmym presidential powers.

During the operation, doctors said, Clinton listened to the music of
Lyle Lovett and Jimmy Buffett. One of the doctors said, **Love it and
buff it, that's what we're going to do tq your knee,” according to White
House spokesman Mike McCurry,

After be leaves the hospital, the pregident will take Extra-Strength
Tylenol to relieve the pain, said the aresthesiologi

Clinton was being fitted for a leg brisce Friday and would not require
a cast, doctors said. The brace will aljow his leg to extend and give
him some mobility while keeping it fii

irly stable to prevent reinjury.
He is expected to use crutches for soge time.

Clinton's Knee Injury a Common One, Experts Say
(Washn) By Earl Lane (c) 1997, Newsday
WASHINGTON In tearing a tenflon in his right knee by stumbling

on a step, President Clinton joins miny others of his generation who
have learned how easily and painfiflly an aging knee can fail when it
is put under stress.

But the surgery to repair the p t's torn quadriceps tendon is

considered routine, specialists s: , and he should be able to
mmnﬂdﬁrm mhndlucrhrmth.
For now; Clinton, 50, will have fo leumhlunmmhundﬁhly

will have his knee immobilized irj a cast or brace for six weeks or
mu'e.thqnid.

**All your tendons and lig s and joints wear out as you get
older,” mdDrI.lmm chmmmufmhopodmat
Umwcmd Brook, N.Y. **They tend to get
weaker." '

The quadriceps is a combinafion of four muscles at the front of the
thigh that merge into a sinewy,/ropelike tendon that attaches to the
kneecap. That tendon provides the power to extend and bend the knee.

*“"If you didn't have & quadrigeps tendon, your knee would just
buckle beneath you," said Dr./Benjamin Shaffer, director of the

division of sports medicine af Georgetown University.

Rips of the quadriceps tendon are a fact of life among professional
become more susceptible t9 tearing during any sudden movement or

The tendon typically tears or detaches at the point where it connects
to the kneecap. If there is enough tendon still left on the bone,

surgeons said, they may be sble to sew the sections of the ripped

rebuild muscles. The odds gre good, Fine said, that Clinton will have
no significant loss of strength or movement in his repaired knee.

Passage of Time Appears to Help Labor Sec. Nominee
Herman (Washn) By William Douglas (c) 1997,
Newsday 3/1[q

WASI-WGTON Time may prove to be Alexis Herman's best
friend.

Nearly three months ago, when President Bill Clinton tapped
Herman, former director of the White House's political liaison office,
to become secretary of labor, naysayers were aplenty and her
nomination was in doubt.

Republicans, led by Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss.,
questioned Herman's role in White House coffee meetings attended by
about her personal financial deali

Organized labor balked at Herman's selection and Sen. Edward
Kennedy, D-Mass., the ranking Democrat on the Senate Labor
Committee, made it known that he and the unions wanted Clinton to
choose former Sen. Harris Wofford, D-Pa.

But now, White House officials and congressional lawmakers are
quietly saying they expect Herman will be confirmed despite what is
likely to be a contentious hearing before the Senate Labor Committee
Tuesday. '

A White House that was frustrated about the delay in Herman's
confirmation hearing she is the last sppointee to go through the
process now says the wait may have been a blessing in disguise.

*'Oddly, the time lapse has worked in her favor," said White House
spokesman Joseph Johnson. **People have answered the questions
(about her). For a majority of things, reasonable explanations have
been provided. Six weeks ago, you would have had
8 different impression of her than you will at the hearing "

White House officials and Herman have used the time to plead her
case and diffuse any negatives that could cost her the labor secretary
job.

In late January, Herman met with Lott after the senator cast doubt on
her nomination becsuse of her alleged involvement in arranging a May
13 coffee meeting at the White House with Clinton, Democratic
National Committee officials, 17 prominent banking executives and a
senior Treasury official who regulates the industry. Clinton officials
with federal regulators.

Herman, whose office coordinated the meeting, had no direct role in
thmMCmﬁuﬁwamyEum
Ludwig, to the gathering. Herman was out of town when Ludwig’s
name was placed on the guest list, according to the documents, When
Herman learned of Ludwig's invitation, she concluded the meeting was
& political gathering and did not sttend, the documents say.

Herman's office arranged about 15 of the 103 coffee meetings held
at the White House and attended about seven, administration officials
said.

mm.mdmmmmm
to satisfy Lott, who said her prospects for confirmation **looks better
than it did when it came out that there was & possibility she arranged
aw.mmmwdmmmmm
campaign officials.”

While trying to mollify Lott, Herman and sdministration officials
mmhwmmmmm

Sbmlylﬁﬂ}hmm'lm:nm she paid a courtesy
clllml(ﬂn'.dy

“*It was more that he supported Sen. Wofford than being against Ms.
Herman," said Jim Manley, a spokesman for Kennedy. ** She will be &
fine labor secretary and he (Kennedy) is confident that she will be
confirmed once she goes for the committee.”



}hmnh-bmmuwmdhbur mmmm

 leaders personally and speaking by phane o others.

Although union officials publicly followed Kennedy's lead in
mmmmmmmwm who
had an 88 percent lifetime voting record in support of labor issues
backed by the AFL-CIO would have been a better choice.

But Peggy Taylor, the AFL-CIO's legislative director, said, **all of
uwwﬂhhnhmdmhdmmw
alot of enthusiasm.”

mmmummmkw
wmmmmmw

**We have a little history here,” said Rosemary Dempscy, National ,
Organization for Women's national vice president, referring to
Clinton's withdrawal of support of civil rights expert Lani Guinier for
a senior Justice Department position in 1993. ** They should not let

" herfall by the wayside.”

By last month, the White House showed its support for Herman,
who is black, by asking black colleges, women's groups, and labor
groups to speak out about the delayed confirmation hearing.

mmammmmmmmmmb
confirmation hearing, some bumps remain.

Lott and other Republicans have said that a report Herman prepared
for Clinton's re-election campaign that outlined strategy for improving
the president's support in the black community violated the Hatch Act,
a federal law that bars government employees from participating in
certain political activities. -

The White House defended Herman, saying political appointees are
allowed to do political work as long as they put in & 40-hour week on
their government job,

mmmmmmnmuum
whether Herman, who was then operating her own consulting firm,
used political connections to get a share of a $200 million
development project along Washington's Pennsylvania Avenue while
putting in little or no money. Herman recently sold her share for more
than $500,000.

Herman was not available for comment, but friends and supporters
last week said she is prepared for an intense and exhausting hearing,
Bom in segregated Mobile, Ala., 49 years ago, Herman was raised
in a political household. Her father, a mortician, sued the Democratic
Party to make it more inclusive and became one of Alabama's first
black party officials.

After graduating from Louisiana's Xavier University, Herman
returned to Mobile to help desegregate her Catholic high school. She
traveled to Mississippi to help unskilled workers get jobs at shipyards
in Pascagouls, the hometown of Lott.

Herman arrived in Washington in 1977 to work with Marshall in the
Labor Department. When Carter lost his re-clection bid in 1980 to
Republican Ronald Reagan, Herman and Emest Green, an assistant
Iabor secretary and one of the first blacks to integrate Little Rock,
m.mmmm-mnmmumm
on marketing and minority hiring.

In 1988, Herman joined the Rev. Jesse Jackson's second presidential
campaign, where she met Ron Brown, who was to become Clinton's

commerce secretary until he died last year in a plane crash.




REVIEW & OUTLOOK

Nothing Personal

One of the charms of the Clinton
Presidency has been its audacity.
Only a president with. remarkable

. nerve, for example, would now be dar-

fing the U.S. Senate to promote two se-
nior members of his White House staff
to the Cabinet amid a still growing
scandal over White House campaign
finance. The only thing more remark-
able would be if the Senate went
along.

We say this not because we have
anything personal againstthe twonom-
inees, Anthony Lake for CIA and Alexis
Herman for Labor. In a normal presi-
dency, they'd deserve normal Senate
deference. But considering the political
moment of this unfolding scandal,
these nominations are less about the in-
dividuals than about the character of
this presidency. Their nominations are

* an in-your-face challenge to the advise

and consent powers of the Senate,
Though both nominees are trying
to keep their distance from the cam-
paign-finance web, they both sat in
the highest White House councils. As
national security adviser in Mr. Clin-
ton's first term, Mr. Lake was the
chief coordinator of a foreign policy
more preoccupied with domeéstic poli-
tics than any in memory. Ms. Herman
ran the White House office of public li-
aison, which is tasked with the care
and feeding of political - supporters.
These are not innocent bystanders.
Just in the last week, we learned
that FBI officials tipped off two NSC
underlings last June. about Chinese
government intentions to influence
U.S. politics. Mr. Lake says he was

- never told because the FBI advised the
. pair to keep it to themselves. The FBI
' replies that its agents told the NSC no

such thing—and why would they tell

- the NSC if not to have the information
- influence official policy? Stranger
- still, one of those FBI agents assigned
+ as liaison to the NSC, Edward Appel

. is now quitting the White House fqr

. undisclosed reasons.

"if she’d tried talking to Sandy Berger,

Attorney General Janet Reno alsc}

:now says she tried to tell Mr. Lake 1
: about the Chinese tie last May but
, couldn’t get him on the phone. Maybe

Ms. Reno would have had better luck

. then Mr. Lake's deputy and now suc-
. cessor as NSC adviser, who we know
“attended the weekly White House
' campaign strategy meetings all last
‘year. This is unheard of among for-
' eign-policy advisers, who usually try

to distance themselves from campaign

“work. With so many new and odd de-
. velopments, the Senate can be for-
. given if it doesn’t take White House

. explanations at face value.

We're sympathetic to those who

“say that Mr. Lake, with his intelli-
.gence and experience, is about as

good as we're going to get from this

administration. But Jim Woolsey was
‘a first-rate CIA chief, until he proved
too independent for this president.
The CIA is a secret, enforcement
agency where such independence is.
vital, especially in an administration
as given to corner cutting as this one.
With the FBI now publicly feuding
with Mr. Clinton over who knew what
and when about Chinese influence, it
stretches belief that a member of his
White House responsible for China
policy would now go to run the CIA, in
charge of intelligence that might bear
directly on the Chlna—ca.mpajgn con-
nections.

Ms. Herman's case is almost as
egregious from the point of view of do-
mestic politics. Her office played a role

“in hosting the notorious White House
coffees, though she now claims she
herself didn't. Even if that's true, we
know she was a former aide and confi-
dant to Ron Brown, the late Commerce
Secretary whose department is at the
center -of campaign-finance suspi-
cions. Who knows what we might learn
about the quid pro quos that came out
of John Huang's Commerce shop?

Ms. Herman is also a proven expert
in the art of gaming the political sys-
tem, another hallmark of this presi-
dency. Her political prominence in
Washington,
tion in the 1980s to join a real estate
partnership without making any per-
sonal investment, giving her a freebie
ownership stake now worth more than
$500,000. To be sure, it must have been
hard to resist such offers, since even
the government gave them a stamp of
approval, but it's then also hard to
imagine Ms. Herman as a spokesman
for average working folk at Labor.

More important than these cases,
however, is the credibility of this pres-
idency. Amid story after new cam-
paign story, Mr. Clinton maintains he
did nothing wrong—indeed he insists
that what he did was right, because
for the good of the country he had to
defeat the Republicans. He also
pledges complete cooperation with all
' investigators, even as his fund-raisers

) - take the Fifth before Congress or have
'fled the country. If he is serious about
cooperating, why doesn’t he implore
John Huang gnd the rest to explain

ing they know?

Mr. Clinton wants his nominees
confirmed, he can always show he’s
serious about coming clean. Until he
does, for a Republican Senate to con-
firm White House staff nominees
would be to give him a free pass. It
would only confirm what most of the
public seems to believe about the fund-
raising scandal, which is that all
politicians are equally sleazy. If Re-
publicans give Mr. Clinton a pass on
these nominees, it will be a sign that
they do not take their duties seriously.

D.C., won her an invita- -

MONDAY, MARCH 17, 1997 ,
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CONFIRMATIONS: THE LATEST ON HERMAN Ho‘jfl“\ﬁ- 3\‘_"‘(1’7

N.Y. TIMES’ Wines reports Labor Sec.-designate Alexis Herman
"helped secure one seat" on a Commerce Dept. trade mission to
Mexico in ‘96 for a company owned by Vanessa Weaver, who bought
Herman’s private consulting firm in ’93. Months after buying the
house, Weaver and her sister Caryliss each donated $25,000 to the
DNC. That "seeming confluence of government service, friendship
and politics is the latest of several similar episodes that had
held up" Herman’s Senate confirmation hearings. On 3/14, a WH
spokesman defined the mission and Herman’s involvement as
"proper" and added "it was unrelated to the Weavers’' subsequent
political donations." WH officials maintain that Weaver bought
the consulting firm from Herman in ’93 after Pres. Clinton chose
her to lead the WH Office for Public Liaison. Federal financial-
disclosure records indicate that Herman "originally valued her
company at $250,000 to $500,000, but sold it for $50,000 to
$100,000." WH spokesperson Joe Lockhart said that "although he
did not know why the Weavers made their donations, they were
unrelated" to their purchase of Herman’s company or the trade
mission. Lockhart: "I guess you’d have to ask them. ... I’'d
presume they’re supportive of the party" (3/15).

"POISED TO WIN?" N.Y. DAILY NEWS’ Ball writes that Herman,
"barring a surprise," appears "poised to win the Senate’s
blessing." Her nomination was in "peril" about questions
surrounding WH coffees and questions concerning her financial
background. But "unlike the multi-day blistering" that CIA Dir.-
designate Tony Lake received, Senate GOPers have only set aside
one day to "grill" Herman. One GOP aide noted there was "no
groundswell among conservatives to go get her. ... She’ll
probably get dusted up, but that’s probably it." Senate sources
indicate it "partly" has to do with the fact that "there’s little
appetite among the GOP’s white, male club to take on a black
woman." Herman’s nomination "still riles" some labor activists,
"who see Clinton’s decision as a snub of epic proportions."
However, sources said that Clinton has "pledged to let labor have
a say in other key" gov’t jobs, like assistants to Herman or
posts at the Nat’l Labor Relations Board (3/16).
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‘Herman Aided Participant on Trade Mission
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By _MICB.AEL'.WINES '

ASHINGTON -- President Clinton's nominee for labor secretary, Alexis

Herman, helped secure a seat on a Commerce Department trade mission
last year for a company owned by the woman who bought Herman's private
consulting firm in 1993, the White House said Friday.

Months later, the buyer, a Maryland doctor named Vanessa Weaver, and her
sister each donated $25,000 to the Democratic National Committee:

That seeming conﬂuence of government service, friendship and politics is the
latest of several similar episodes that had held up Senate hearings on Herman's
nomination for weeks while i mvestlgators looked for i 1mpr0pnet1es

: Fnday a Wh:te House spokesman defended the trip and Herman s mvolvemeiit. .
in it as proper, and said it was unrelated to the Weavers' subsequent political
donatioris.

A Republican spokesman for the Senate Labor Committee said Herman's

confirmation hearing, the final step before a Senate vote on her appointment,

would proceed as scheduled next Thursday. The spokesman refused to say

whether the committee's investigators knew of the trade mission or whether they
' were Iookmg into its circumstances.

\

Herman, Clinton's liaison to business and citizen groups at the time, was the

. senior federal official on the Commerce Department mission. It took
representatives of 17 small businesses owned by women to meet potential
customers in Mexico last April.

Among the businesses was Alignment Strategies, a suburban Washington
‘company that prepares business assessments. Dr. Weaver is the president of
Alignment Strategies. Her sister, Caryliss Weaver, the vice president,
represented the company on the Mexican trip.

lof2 i g ' : 3 . 03/15/97 05:09:5:
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ALEXIS HERMAN'S BAGGAGE
GROWS HEAVIER

THE NOMINATION OF ALEXIS Herman as Labor Secretary, due for a
Mar. 18 Senate hearing, is hitting even heavier weather and may be delayed.
Some senators want to scrutinize two overseas trade missions for women
business owners that Herman led in 1995 and 1996 for the late Commerce
Secretary Ronald Brown. One ex-Commerce official says it was "definitely
strange" to tap Herman, a White House aide, to lead the trips--but felt her
close tie to Brown was the reason.

Mexico: Caryliss Weaver, vice-president of Alignment Strategies, a Potomac
(Md.) consulting firm that bought Herman's diversity consultancy, A M.
Herman & Associates, two years earlier for between $50,000 and $100,000.
Weaver and her sister, Vanessa, Alignment's owner and president, gave
$50,000 to the Democratic National Committee in November. Neither sister
would comment. A White House spokesman says although Herman
suggested Alignment be invited, "it's ridiculous to assert that was some kind
of payoff for buying her business."

. The senators are particularly interested in one plane guest on a trip to

Also under scrutiny: meetings her White House office hosted for
policymakers, on government time, with women's groups and other special
interests. Senators suspect the events were really political--and thus illegal.
Clintonites say they weren't.

By Paula Dwyer
EDITED BY LARRY LIGHT

[SiGN UP | BW HOME | BW CONTENTS | BW PLUS! |EW DAILY | SEARCH | CONTACT US |

. BusinessWeek

Updated Mar. 13, 1997 by bwwebmaster

03/14/97 09:57:28
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Then Almost Brought Her Down

- _liahoenamed'_ Ms. Herman to challenge

By MICHAEL WINES * i Che ocs sasaked swiy B classs

WASHINGTON, March 11 — Nobody | mates at a school event, the annual Christ
doesn’t like Alexis Herman. the King parade, to demand that a church
Ask childhood friends about President gfficial explain why black students never
Clinton’s choice to be the next - performed the celebration’s symbolic high-
Labor,q.udmeyrecallhowthemgh-mmd- ﬂ@nmwnlngﬂwﬂrginmry
ed black youngster from Mobile, Ala., faced Ms. Herman's father once took her high
down a Catholic prelate over racial dis-*  gchoo] class on an unusual field trip: to a
crimination. An admirer remembers when . meeting of the Alabama Citizens Council,
she lent her. good dresses in the 1970's to the front for the Ku Kiux Klan. .
black women lntervl.ewing for office !0'5- 'um started thmﬂs t.hings at u-s,"
Democrats marvel over her managementof  g5i4 payette Lewis, a classmate and still a
the party’s 1992 convention, the one that j;ce friend. “Popcorn boxes, cans, what-
helped pump up Bill Clinton's support i ever This is the kind of upbringing we had.”
polis by 20 percentage points. _
Shehasal;ugfnkmwutogivepmeg;mw
workers after tough' workweeks. man : - 3
saysshebﬁdlymsidemdbmmgamq; Fo’rgmg FnendSh.lps
e e ez, With the Influential .
the street from Ms. Herman in the 1850's. . gﬁoat?ureﬂeaﬂ-ofﬂa:yﬁish&dmol.
“Most of the people she meets who become  where Ms. Herman was a class officer,
her friends remain herfriends forever.” produced

Which, lately, is her biggest problem. man'’s era: a Marine general and ambassa-
The Senate Labor Committee investigat-  dor; an adviser to President Ronald Rea-
ed Ms. Herman for two and a half months - gan; doctors; investment bankers like Mr.
D T LIy Stk miek e o e
; . ney Inc. - .

do-with her résumé, a Horatio Alger storyof ©  Ms. Herman graduated from a Catholic
pluck and hard work, than with the friends * ynjversity — Xavier University of Louisi-
— powerful, sometimes controversial Dem-  apa in New Orleans — and returned to
UeTRts — S mde oo theeay o Mobile. She joined Catholic Charities in
.Herman’s confirmation SeemS  nearhy Pascagoula, Miss., lobbying the city
angeredhe;‘:;tpportem who's. b She was good at it, blessed with self-
u;em"uldw mm confidence and an ability to bridge gaps
ride,” sald Ricki Seidman, a.White : po;peen blacks and whites. Mr. Godwin,
House aide during Ms. Herman's recent . then working on minority-employment pro-
tenure as the Presidential liaison to busi- - grams for the Southern Regional Council,
ggm“‘%,wb"“’%e"wm touted her to Ray Marshall, a member of the
PEFRUL . i council’s executive committee. Mr. Mar-
memmmm. shall brought her to Atlanta to-work on a

: 3 ;. project to persuade corporations to hire

s povert e, gt v et 28,k vormen for o
cait ia. : jobs that had been filled exclusively by
e e s declont b ke Mo | "L s v e s o
ing her upcoming confirmation hearing. But ~ cently. “She did a better job than I would

A : Using a Federal grant, Mr. Marshall ex-
earlylh_a_tsldnoollordgesmtdetermme Ms. H s project anid od it

success. e - . with a New York City nonprofit group, the
) . Recruitment and Training Pmm%l%r:&
. e 8t :ing there was another Southerner,
Religion and Politics . j8ere) M, Marshall on a project 10
o . g ) " . integrate construction .
Side by Side | name'was Emest G. Green. . .-

‘Ms. Herman grew up in Mobile when i Mr. Green was already well known.
white resistance to integration wds peaking , Federal troops ates

their political power. Her mothef was .| among the first black students escorted into
reading. teacher. Her father, a mortician, Central High. His coolness had made him
was one of the first blacks elected to-Ala- - gomething of a civil rights icon. He and Ms.
bama's Democratic Party organization. Herman became fast friends.

Friends recall watching national political = Mr. Marshall and Mr. Godwin, mean-

conventions in the Herman living room, her  while, had moved on to run a task force on"

: - the rural South whose directors-included
Religion most shaped Ms. Herman's . Georgia's Governor, Jimmy. Carter. “We
youth. Her Catholic parents shunned segre-  were having dinner at the initial meeting of
gated state education and lled her in - the task force,” Mr. Godwin said, “and’
schools — still segregated, but . Governor Carter said he was thinking about
employing white priests and nuns whoSe ' running for President. This was 1974. At the
tutoring was colorblind. time, we all thought it was far-fetched.”
“The nuns and the priests kept us from Byt President Carter chose Mr. Marshall
momlng :a:i:t& Mg mwmp;oﬂg;: as his-Secretary of Labor. Mr. Marshall
peopl knew — named Mr.-Green an assistant secretary,
we spent the whole day with, who were the  Mr. Godwin his head of national employ-
best examples of moral behavior. We had  ment programs and Ms. Herman director of
the Klan bombing churches, but we had - the women’s bureau.
these people on our side. It made it easy to |
understand that the problem was not us; the
problem was the Klan.” | :

forcibly integrated schools -
and Southern blacks were awakening to | in Little Rock, Ark., in 1957, Mr. Gréen was

i)~



e e

B b

According to Mr. Godwin, who
out Ms. Herman’s life in politics, the
administered
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although Ms. Heriman did not dispense
ey, she became a top adviser to Mr. Green’
and Mr. Marshall. sl gared 11w
They also became po o
nor ones. Ms. Herman had worked on the
Atlanta mayoral campaigns of Maynard H.
Jackson and Andrew Young. She was also
an early supporter of Marion S. Barry Jr.,
andgoltohnwamald!l.smaﬂaﬁm-

_al Urban executive and Democratic
Party figure. z
At a 1980 testimonial dinner in Mobile, she
met another figure: the Rev.

Jesse Jackson, then the head of Operation’

PUSH, the group that targeted companies
with poor minority-employment practices.
After Mr. Carter lost the 1980 election, Mr.
Green and Mr. Herman formed a firm that
advised businesses on marketing and mi-
nority-hiring issues. ’

Within months, critics ac-

Republican (
cused Mr. Green of shoveling almost 300 -

Federal contracts and grants to cronies in

" the last months of Mr. Carter’s term, includ-

t, the Senate and a
* United State Attorney's office all investigat-
ed. Though some Federal employees testi-
fied to irregularities, others called the com-
plaints trumped-up. No charges were filed.
holds an endowed chair in economics. and
public affairs at the University of Texas,
call the affair a political sgpear. .

In fact, friends of Ms. Herman and Mr.
Green now say, Green-Herman & Associ-
ates did benefit later from Mr. Jackson, who
sometimes recommended their consuiting
firm to companies targeted by -Operation
PUSH. But that, they say, reflected not
favor-trading but Mr. Jackson's growing
friendship with the two and his confidence in
their firm. )

Buﬂdmg a Machine
As Fortunes Rise

Ms. Herman's' political and financial for-
tunes rose in tandem. In 1982, she supported
Mr. Barry's re-election campaign for Mayor
of Washington. In 1984, she worked for Mr.
Jackson’s Presidential

Avenue tract near the Capitol made Ms.
Herman a partner, giving her 3.3 percent of
an office-and-condominium complex for lit-

tle or no money.
Thén and now, such sweetheart deals are

a common way of satisfying the affirma- .

tive-action demands of government boards
that hand out lucrative contracts. Ms. Her-
man later sold part of her share and recent-
ly valued the remainder at $500,000 to $1
million.

Mr. Green sold his interest in the consult-
ing firm to Ms. Herman in the mid-1980’s
and entered Investment banking. In 1988,
Ms. Herman joined Mr. Jackson's second
Presidential campaign and found - herself
working with Mr. Brown, by now a promi-
nent lawyer and lobbyist who was organ-
izing Mr. Jackson's convention.

George Bush's triumph in 1988 left the
Democratic alliance in tatters. Mr. Brown
sought the chairmanship of the Democratic

-

campaign. About the -
same time, the developer of a Pennsylvania-

around a common purpose stood out:

She and Mr. Brown also came under

attack for what U.S. News and World Report.
called the lavish use of perks like limou-
sines, private jets and a Central Park apart-

ment rented during planning for the 1992
convention, which was held in New York

Avenue. Critics later complained that she
acted as a political fixer in the competition,
an accusation the White House has denied.
When Mr. Clinton became President, Mr.
Brown became Commerce Secretary.

The job was ostensibly nonpolitical, but by
its nature, it has almost inevitably on
This time, that was

front for the Chinese military. )

Ms. Herman also attended some coffees;
her office invited a Federal banking regula-
tor'to one such session, attended by big
donors from the industry.

Ms. Herman has insisted that she played
no part in that invitation, and that her work
for Mr. Clinton’s re-election was properly
performed on personal time.

Senate investigators have since scrubbed
that and the rest of Ms. Herman's past.
After long thought, they seem agreed that
nothing there bars her confirmation. -
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Your editorial ofMarch b, callmg for the Senale to
reject the nominatidri of Alexis Herman for secretary

The Hill ®@ We y, March 12, 1997

of labor demonstrates a bésic i ignorance of the issues ., i A

surrounding thisnomination. You argue that Ms.
Herman should bé rejected because of “mounting evi-
dence of her key role in the spurious fundraising
practices of the DNC [Democratic National
Committee].” But in fact there is isn't any “mounting
evidence.”

Ms. Herman has conceded that her office wasin- .
volved in arranging exactly one out of 103 White House
coffees. That was the result of an internal miscommuni-
cation at the White House leading Ms. Herman and her
staff to believe that the event was official, not political.
Publicly released correspondence and records confirm
heraccount, and Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-
Miss.) has accepted her explanau'on

Your argument for rejection becomes even harder to
understand by charging, “As DNC Chairman and
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown's deputy, she was clear-
ly in the middle of tawdry practices that are the subject
of two congressional investigations.”

For the record, Ms. Herman left the DNC in 1992.
The current congressional investigations are looking in-

to fundraising in 1995-96. Ms. Herman also never served

as deputy to Ron Brown while at the Commerce
Department.

In short, The Hill argues Ms. Herman should be re-
jected because of a controversy she clearly was not in-
volved in. Thankfully, the Senate will deal with this issue
in a more thoughtful and professional manner. Ms.
Herman will have a chance to make her case when the

Senate Labor Committee holds a hearing on March 18,

After listening to Ms. Herman, we're confident that the
Senate will confirm her nomination.
The Hill should also be bold enough to admit mis-
takes and join in endorsing Ms. Herman's nomination.
Joseph Lockhart
White House Spokesman

Canady disputes
abortion artlcle

To the Editor:

TO THE EDITOR

which obviously undermines the unparuallty of the
plCCC and quite possibly betrays the writer’s (or the | pa-
per’s) bias,
I'hope The Hill’s future reporting will reflecta new
commitment to accurate and unbiased journalism,
Rep. Charles T. Canady (R-Fla.)
Chairman, House Judiciary Subcommittee
on the Constitution

Yale beats Harvard on Hill,
says Rep. Smith (Yale ’69)

To the Editor:

In your March 5 article, “Harvard lays claim to
congressional brain power,” The Hill sloped shame-
lessly to one side in the traditional Yale-Harvard ri-
valry.

_ Frgr the record, there are 21 Yale grads in Congress
and apparently 38 from Harvard, a number which ex-
pansively includes all those “fellowships” that your un-
named Harva:d source cites as t:ountm ' towards

theto- & =

states Scn. Dodd s posmon relaung to the appointment
of a special counsel into campaign finance abuses of the
last election. .

Sen. Dodd does not “reject the notion that a special
counsel is necessary,” but thinks that the attorney gener-
al—and not politicians — should ultimately be the one
to make the decision, based on the law and all of the per-
tinent facts in the matter.

Marvin Fast
Communications Director
Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.)

Landrieu is not, repeat not,
first La. woman senator

To the Editor:

Regarding your Capitol Ambitions column of March
5, will you people please, finally get it through your
heads that Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.) is not
Louisiana’s first woman senator? She’s not even
Louisiana’s first elected woman senator. In 1935, Rose
McConnell Long was first appointed, then elected, to
fill the vacancy caused by the death of her husband
Sen. Huey P. Long.

Also, I bet Susan Platt was also an aide to Rep Frank
Guarini (D-NJ.), not “Rep. Frank Guiliani.”

Michael Harrison
Legislative Aide
Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas)

(Editor’s note: We stand corrected, and would further note
that Sen: Rose McConnell Long was also the mother of Sen.
Russell B. Long (D-La. ), and the sister-in-law of Rep. George
S. Long (D-La.), as well as a cousin of Rep. Gillis W. Long (D-
La.) and Rep. Catherine S. Long (D-La. ). However, she was
not related to Rep. Speedy O. Long (D-La. ), or to any of the 11
other Longs who have served in Congress, beginning with
Pierse Long of New Hampshire, who was a member of the:
Continental Congress in 1784-86. Susan Platt was, indeed,

an aide to meep Frank Guaini (D-N, ] ), rather than the

opo NPT
‘House: Alex1s Herman editorial unfair
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'GOP Mulls
Fighting Bill’s
" Dread Judges

When it comes to President Clinton's
nominees, Republicans have been almost
as generous as the Riadys. Even Alexis
Herman, she of the §500,000-for-no-invest-
mentutdndln;}l.mmsukelytogetapauto
speak for the working man.

So it qualifies as news that, behifid the

scenes, Senate Republicans are getting |

ready to-grumble, and maybe even rum-
ble, over Mr. Clinton's judicial nominees.

“On the cabinet, the president deserves

the benefit of the doubt,” says Sen. Slade
Gorton, a moderate from Washington
state. But regarding judges, he adds, “It's
perfectly legitimate to vote against some-
one for a lileume appdntment based on
ideology."”
Hhemdhhmadumem#;ﬁnﬂgs
will be a.main battleground of
ton's second. term. Republicans have
awakeneqmthﬂmthat.a.lmutwimmu
notice, the president has been remaking
the third branch of government, He made
more first-term nominations—202—than
Ronald Reagan
Nixon, and with only four roll call votes.
By the end of four more years, Mr. Clinton
could have replaced 50% of the federal ju-
diciary. . i
Allied with Jimmy Carter remnants,
Clinton judges are already positioned to
~ yank the courts back in an activist liberal
. direction, There are already portents. A
California Carter appointee threw out a

" referendum outlawing racial preferences

only days after voters passed it.

A Clinton. appointee, Guido Calabres,
found a New York law against killing one-
self to be quaint and out-of-date. As a
philosopher king, he’s much more hip.
Numerous Clinton nominees have issued
dissents that would have overturned
criminal convictions had they been in the
majority.

All of this has put judicial activism back
at the top of the GOP agenda. A new Pro-
ject on the Judiciary, sponsored by the
Ethics and h.ablic Policy Center ‘here,

Potomac Watch
P By Paul A. Gigot

starts to collect information on

possible Clinton picks well before they are

nominated.

- Judge Robert Bork has limit-
ing judicial review—an idea being picked

‘up by Republicans around the country.

One such idea is already moving through

the Washington state House.

Inevitably, this throws a spotlight on'

Orrin Hatch, the Senate Judiciary chair-
man who hates political fights but may end
‘up leading a few. No senator has a reputa-
tion more out of line with reality, Far from
be!nz a bomb-thrower, he’s one of the Sen-

_ate's most congenial souls. He's been
known to cut deals with his fast friend Ted
Kennedy. Mr. Hatch was so kind to Mr.
Clinton's nominees in his first four years
that a pair of the GOP's biggest legal
names paid the senalor a visit urtlng him
to get tou,gher

or George Bush or Richard |

Mr. Hatch's defense was that by coop-
erating then he'd have more standing to
influence the White House then and now.
But re-election seems to have canceled the
White House end of this deal.

Early in this Congress Mr. Clinton
sent up 21 judicial picks without consult-
ing Mr..Hatch. My sources say he first
heard they were coming via a Senate De-
mocratic aide. When Mr. Hatch ‘sent
_word back that he wanted to be consulted
‘first, the White House replied—no dice.

Mr. Clinton may yet regret playing Mr. -

Hatch for a patsy.

because a majority of his
Senate GOP -colleagues are also pushing
for a tougher line. One sign is a special
.task force of senators preparing new rules
for handling judicial picks. One of Mr.
Hatch's own task-force proposals is that if
the White House doesn’t consult, in ad-
wvance, with the home-state senator of a
nominee, that senator could veto the pick.
Other Republicans would then go along.
Another idea is requiring a roll call vote on
every nominee,

In a little-reported Feb. 18 speech in
Utah, Mr. Hatch torched decisions by Clin-
tonjudm—by name and by case. Of the
30  Clinton ap-

added, want to ac-

complish - through
the courts what “the
president  himself
has been unable to -
achieve and unwill-

ing publicly to admit

Orrin Hatch
to.” And he promised more searching re-
views of Mr. Clinton's judicial picks.

Not that this will be easy. Most nomij-
nees don’t advertise their activism and
some (Supreme Court Justice David
Souter) disguise it. Judicial fights can also

be loud and messy, making senators
squeamish. Liberals (and some conserva-
tives) will try to distill every fight to abor-
tion, scaring GOP moderates. Most of the
media will be on the other side of these cul-
tural fights.

On the lack of consultation, one early
test of GOP Senate resolve will be Helene
White, a liberal Michigan judge nomi-
nated without a word to GOP Sen. Spencer
Abraham. As for ideology, the nominee to
watch is Seattle lawyer Margaret McKe-
own, who one GOP source says sends “red

. flags all over the place” as a liberal politi-

cal activist but has no judicial paper trail.
'Even Washington GOP Sen. Gorton, for all
of his fervor, hasn't yet uken a position on
Ms. McKeown.

By debating these judges, Republicans
can begin to educate the public in advance
of the likely fight over any Clinton choice

for the closely divided Supreme Court. .
. Senate Democrats changed judicial his- -

tory with their campaign against Reagan
nominees. Republicans may return the fa-
VOr.
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Herman shouldn’t become another Guinier

o more Lani Guinier,
please.
. Remember Lani
Guinier, the. Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania law profes-

. sor and civil rights lawyer who
. was pilloried as the “quota

queen™? She was unfairly de-
nied an opportunity to become
assistant attorney general for
civil rights because her nomina-
tion for the post was withdrawn.
She was never granted a hear-
ing to defend her controversial
writings.

Now there's Alexis Herman.
Her nomination as secretary of
labor seems “to be endangered
by rumors, innuendoes and in-
accuracies,” according to Rep.
Maxine Waters, California -
Democrat and chairman of the
Congressional Black Caucus.

Despite her career of helping
to train and educate the work-
ing poor, particularly women,
Miss Herman's conlirmation
hearings have been held up by
those posing questions about
campaign fund-raising practices
at the White House, where she
was recently director of the of-
fice of public liaison.

What do Alexis Herman and
Lani Guinier have in common?

Besides being black, female
professionals, neither was given

the chance to face aocusérs in
public, despite outstanding
qualifications

Some detractors already are
suggesting that Miss Herman's
nomination be withdrawn based
on sensational, though unsub-
stantiated, allegations. She is
the only Cabinet nominee who
Ig:: yet to be scheduled for a

ri

ng.

What could be worse than
being tried, dyed and fried in
public without being given the
opportunity to make your case?

“Is it fair that t:eermm-

lar reputa-
tion of Alexis Herman is being
buried in the ashes of deceptive
and ng delay, spins of re-
petitive misinformation and in-
nuendo — all of which point to
the possible abuse of the hear-
ing process?” asked Dorothy
Height, president of the Na-

tional Council of Negro Women,
last week.

She spoke along with a num-
ber of women and women's
groups that are coalescing
around Miss Herman, vowing
that they will not allow her to
become another Lani Guinier.

From national organizations
such as the American Associ-
ation of University Women,
Wider Opportunities for Women
and the Feminist Majority, to lo-
cal women such as Barbara
Skinner and-Juanita Britton, the

womenfolk are lining up to sup-
tion.

port Miss Herman's

At a news conference last
week on Capitol Hill, they de-
manded that Sen. James M. Jef-
fords, Vermont Republican, who
heads the Committee on Labor
and Human Resources, set a
confirmation hearing date. They

also highlighted her expertise
and experience, which more
than qualify her for the labor

post.
Mf.i BrisOutlm. of B&'B Interna-
tional in theast Washington,
has been passing out fliers.for
the past month asking that “Sis-
ters Unite to Get Alexis Her-
man a Date” by encouraging
women to write, call and fax
their representatives in Con-

and Mr. Jeffords in Miss

erman’s behalf.

“It will not be to ex-
press our support for te
Alexis Herman to each other.
We must bond to nt a
united front, to action,
make history and a difference,"
she writes. \

executive

Yvonne Scruggs,
director of the Black Leader-
ship Forum, contends that the
delay in Miss Herman's confir-
mation hea is “inviting the
stabbing of a rumors.”
She says the labor secretary-
designate has been subjected to
“a confirmation strategy of re-
retltive. arbitrary and largely

rrelevant questions to Miss

Herman outside of the tradi-
tional and familiar context of a_
scheduled hearing”

Lani Guinier maintained un-
til the bitter end that she would

Zhe Washington Times
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have been confirmed had she
been given the chance. Even ,
Sen. Arlen Specter, Pennsylva
nia Republican, went on the
Senate floor to say it was unfor-
tunate that she was never
heard, as he, too, questioned the
fairness of not allowing nomi-
nees a fair hearing.

So what of Miss Herman?

Yesterday, she responded to
the latest round of'questions put
to her by Mr. Jeffords, after
which he said he would seta
date in two weeks if he was sat-
isfied with her answers.

Enough.
At the vety least, Alexis Her-
man should have her day in
court set now. Not because she
is black and female and would

_ represent in the Cabinet that
pbrtion of the nation’s electorate

that gave President Clinton 89
percent of their vote.

Alexis Herman should have
her day in court because she's
qualified to become the secre-
tary of labor.

As for the rest, Miss Herman
should be given the same op-
portunity as any other nominee
to answer any and all allega-
tions and charges in a fair and
impartial confirmation hearing.

Then, let the chips fall whe
they may.
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Yogurt Mdy Replace Meat
In Some School Lunches

Children may soon be getting yogurt instead of
meat in some school lunches undér a change-ap-
proved by the Agriculture Department| over the
strong objections of cattle producers. =

School food service officials were'told pf the deci-
sion cver the weekend by Mary Ahn Keeffe,
USDA's acting undersecretary for fopd, nutrition
and consumer services. The revised ruje will be pub-
lished in written form later this wgek, a USDA
spokesman said.

School officials have predicted yoghrt will be a hit
with kids. Child-care providers and the food industry
have been pressing for thé changd for at least 15

years, but the Agriculture: Departnjent balked out of
concerns about the lack of iron and other nutrients
in yogurt.

The department already allows/some meat substi-
tutes, including cheese, beans, eggs and peanut but-
ter.

Yogurt would add variety to lynches, it’s easy for
children to digest and it requifes no preparation,
proponents said. Under the nep
ounces of yogurt may substityte for an ounce of
meat.

School lunch programs, which feed 25 million chil-
dren nationwide, are a huge
dustry. The federal government subsidizes the cost
of the meals and sets requirements for their nutri-
tion and content. ! )

The National Cattleman's Beef Association ar-
gued that there already were enough meat substi-
tutes in school lunches. USDA provided schools with
146 million pounds of begf during the 1995-96
school year. “We remain committed to the fact that
beef offers more nutrients/ than yogurt does,” said
Alisa Harrison, a spokeswoman for the beef industry
group. '

- Associated Press

Prohing Loss of Chemical Arms Logs
= Deputy Defense Secrgtary John White yesterday
ordered the Defense Department’s inspector gener-
al 1o investigate the los§ of most of the Gulf War log
on chemical weapons algrts.

White directed the inspector general to determine
whether computer or paper versions of the log can
still be found and if nof why not.

A progress report [given to Congress last week
said all but 36 pages pf the about 200 pages of logs
of gas alerts during the 1991 war may be lost. Con-
gress wants to know/if any of the alerts showed gas
was actually released near U.S. troops.

The alarms were/ sounded during Iraqi Scud mis-
sile attacks or any gther possible use of gas and then
called off as soon 35 experts determined no gas had
been released. .

Gulf War commander Norman Schwarzkopf told
the Senate Armed Services Committee last week
that he received jno report of an actual gas release
throughout thé Gulf War.

The retired |general said he was therefore
shocked when the Defense t announced
last year that up to 20,000 U.S. troops may have

| @helnaaj

USDA rule, four

et for the food in-

been nearby when U.S. engineers blew up an Iraqi
weapons dump immediately after the war that
proved later to have contained gas weapons.

White ordered the inspector general, whotheads a
team of full-time professional investigatory,

over the investigation from Bernard/Rostker
White's special assistant for Gulf War illgesses.
Rostker's staff said in the progress/report given

to the Senate Armed Services Co
of the log may have have been destfoyed by a com-
puter virus and more was missing after Gulf War

headquarters in Tampa, Fla.
“While our study is i
continued by the IG, I have
far that anyone intentiona
Rostker said in a statemeny.
The progress report les

plete and will now be
seen no evidence thus
destroyed the log,”

appeared. ]
5t of the log was lost, not just
eight days of it. " o
— Reuter

Herman Hearings Scheduled

m After weeks of delays, Sen. James M. Jeffords (R-
Vt.) yesterday finally scheduled a confirmation hear-
ing for Labor Secretary-designate Alexis M. Her-
man, saying he found her explanations of her private
finances and conduct as a White House aide to be
“adequate.”

Jeffords, chairman of the Senate Labor and Hu-
man Resources Committee, set her hearing for
March 18, following a weekend.in which his staff
pored through a five-inch stack of documents provid-
ed by the White House in answer to Republican
questions. “The fact that we have gone ahead and
scheduled a hearing indicates that, in general,
they're adequate,” said committee spokesman Joe

However, Karpinski held out the possibility of
follow-up questions for Herman, who was chief
White House public liaison during Clinton’s first

-term. Among other things, she has come under

scrutiny for her office’s involvement in political ac-

The White House welcomed Jeffords’s action.
“We think when the full committee has a chance to
hear from Alexis Herman, they'll agree that she’ll be
an ing secretary of labor,” said spokesman’
Joe Lockhart.

—Peter Baker

Rebuilding Swordfish Stoc
® The National Marine Fisheries Sétvice yesterday
proposed measures to try ild Atlantic sword-
fish stocks by limitin ‘ess to the fishery. -

With swordfish estimated at'67 percent of
optimum levels-4nd the average size of landed fish at
84 pounds e6mpared with to 266 pounds 30 years
ago, the afency said commercial harvesting capacity
must be limited.

— Reuter
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Labor ngmination
set to move forward

The Senate appears ready to move forward with
two of President Clinton’s stalled Cabinet nominees,
but a roadblock was thrown up on the nomination of
the first U.S. ambassador to communist Vietnam.

set a March 18 hearing for
Alexis Herman, whose nomina-
tion to be Labor secretary has
been stalled for two months
over questions about her role in
Democratic fund-raising when
she headed the White House of-
fice of public liaiSon.

The White House released
memos to support Herman's
contention that she was un-
aware of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee's role in a
:muummﬁumm&mmum;m

e top banking regulator. at issue er-
man got a financial interest in a Washington real es-
tate development that is now worth as much as
$500,000, although she didn’t put up any money. White
House aides defend Herman's role in the develop-
ment on the basis of affirmative action.

PENA NOMINATION: A vote may be imminent
or-Federico Pena's nomination to be Energy secre-
tavy. Senate Energy Commitiee Chairman Frank
Murkowsi, R-Alaska, scheduled a news conference to-
day on the nomination. Murkowski twice has delayed
a vote on the appointment while he negotiates with
the Clinton administration over its opposition to Mur-
kowski's proposal for a temporary nuclear waste
dump in the Nevada desert. The federal government
is supposed to take possession of spent nuclear fuel
from power plants beginning in January, but the ad-
ministration says a storage site won't be ready until at
least 2010.

VIETNAM ENVOY: sen. Bob Smith, R-N.H., vowed
to do “everything in my power” to block the nomina-
tion of former Pete Peterson to be am-
bassador to Vietnam, pending investigation of wheth-
er President Clinton's decision to restore relations
with Vietnam was a payofl to campaign contributors
with Asian business interests. Smith cited the refusal
of a former Commerce Department official and Dem-
ocratic fund-raiser 1o testify to Congress about illegal
foreign contributions. “John Huang is refusing to testi-
fy before Congress,” Smith said. “No testimony, no
ambassador. It's that simple.” Smith said he was also
opposing the nomination because he believes Viet-
nam should be more forthcoming on the fate of Amer-
icans still missing from the Vietnam War.

BUDGET AMENDMENT: The Senate takes up to-
day the proposed constitutional amendment to re-
quire a balanced federal budget. Republican sponsors
seem to have 66 votes for the measure; they say
chances are slim they'll get the extra vote needed for
passage. GOP leaders were talking with Democratic
opponents who might switch if some changes are
made in the proposal. The biggest stumbling block,
one that Republicans say is non-negotiable, is keeping
Social Security funds in the budget calculations.

GULF WAR SICKNESS: The Pentagon's inspec-
tor general is taking over the investigation into miss-
ing Persian Gulf war logs that tracked reports about
chemical weapons during the 1991 conflict A prelimi-
nary report said last week that more than three-quar-
ters of the records are missing Nearly 100,000 veter-
ans, one of every seven who went to the gulf, have

cunplamedolmmmmandmybhme

exposure to chemjcal weapons or other as-
pects of their service there. Commander Norman
Schwarzkopf says he doesn't think the troops were
ever exposed to chemical weapons.

POLITICS: The race to fill a vacant

namudambmdorlothet.lnned Nations. The district
is heavily Democratic.

“* p US. Rep. Mark Neumann, R-Wis., said he likely
will run for the US. Senate seat now held by Demo-
crat Russell Feingold, who was elected in 1992. Fein-
pﬂdhasnusnidwhem:rhewﬂlseekasemndm

IIEI.IBIOI.IS DISPUTE:
inter-

ty judge's courtroom. The
House today is to consider a res-
olution by Rep. Robert Ader-
hoit, R-Ala., to declare congres-
sional support for display of the

ers (o keep the Ten Commandments
Civil Liberties Union wins a lawsuit chal-

ALSO...
» CORRUPTION CASE: Herbert Becker, former
head of the Justice Indian affairs office,

expenses
Indian clients as a private lawyer.
» JOURNALIST ARRESTED: The Secret Service
arrested a Reuters reporter at the White House after
she is wanted on a theft warrant in Iowa

City, Iowa. Her name wasn't released.

Forbes, Kemp looking to 2000?

Publisher Steve Forbes, whose flat-tax plan made
him a brief star in the 1996 Republican presidential
sweepstakes, is said 1o be eyeing another White House
run in 2000. So too is 1996 GOP vice presidential can-
didate Jack Kemp. And to make sure voters don't for-
get them, they both will start airing radio ads today
mlungrurabanmthird-mmenborﬂons.

Kemp is joined in his ads by
former Education secretary
William Bennett.

Angeles, with additional buys
coming on syndicated talk-ra-
dio shows. Total cost: $20,000.
Forbes’ $10,000 ad campaign
will air on 600 radio stations na-
tionwide for one week. It is
sponsored by Americans For
Hope, Growth and Opportunity,
an issues-advocacy group that Forbes helps finance.
Het;gesn:;:(speakontheads.buthismmeismm
tioned at the end as the sponsoring group's honorary
chairman. The Forbes group is also airing radio ads in
lowa supporting Republican Gov. Terry Branstad's
plan for a 15% tax cut. Cost: $5,000.
— Richard Benedetto

USA TODAY

anti-abortion ad

By Paul Leavitt

3/4] am

N aTalal

"USA TODAY
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At the Aberdeen school, where soldiers leamn to
J heavy trucks and other gear, more than half the drill
and faculty members are minorities, the Army said. -~
said that while most of the accusers are white, that
racial breakdown of soldiers at the school: Trainees are
about 58 white, 30 percent black, and 12 percent Hispa
and " other,” officials said.
ThcmdyAbadunmwhohampnbhc.
Jessica Beckley, is white.
Inaddmunlo!heummud:ohwbomh'nuﬂy

Jackson, S.C., and Fort Sam
Oﬂ'lcmlsdldsayl!nllll’m .
bccnjai}edforsumﬂ scondugl and a third has been acquitted of

authorities *"aren't
justice at the
Warren also e hmmammmm

soldiers from backing away from some allegations that they know are
{ounded on faulty information.

“"They came out too fast with these cases, and they know some of
them are going south,” he said.

3 [+[1
Hearings on Labor Secretary Nominee to Begin
March 18 (Washn) (c) 1997, Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON The chairman of & key Senate panel agreed
Monday 10 schedule a confirmation hearing on March 18 for President
Clinton's embattled choice for Labor secretary, satisfied with Alexis
M. Herman's responses to more than 100 questions on her
professional and political past.

Snagged in the growing controversy concerning White House
iundraising activities, Herman has been scrutinized by the Senate
Labor and Human Resources Committee on whether she improperly
mixed her duties as a White House aide with politicking for the
president. As a result, her confirmation hearing kept being postponed.

The decision by committee chairman James M. Jeffords to schedule
4 heanng for Herman does mean she is a shoo-in for confirmation.
Congressional aides say she can still expect a grilling from panel
members. Herman, who would become the first black official to head
the Labor Department, served until recently as director of the White
! louse office of public liason.

WASHINGTON OUTLOOK: Certification of Mexico
Is Drug Diplomacy By Ronald Brow'nsle9 (c) 1997,

Los Angeles Times
WASHINGTON 1t's fair to say l.hlldlp o

Laipam!stmngpomlﬁl'fhumu the career cop
running the Drug Enforcement Administratigh. At a House
-iovernment Rel’ormmemsht huringlﬂweek

\l.'m:cssr:s from lhelnmu: D

regaining control” of the border, Congta
New York flatfoot's drone, he deliveyed an unrelenting indictment of
Mexico's performance.

His bill of particulars was dizzyig
Lmesto Zedillo's government has fired more than 1,200 officials on
corruption charges, Constantine said, none has ever been successfully
srosecuted. Leaks to drug smugglers by corrupt Mexican officials
a1ave repeatedly compromised joint U.S.-Mexico task forces
2stablished in Juarez, Monterrey and Tijuana.

Court papers filed in 2 case involving two drug-gang assassins
apprehended in the United States indicate *"that the State Attomey
General and almost 90 percent of the lawsenforcement officers,
prosecutors and judges in Tijuana and the State of Baja California ...

are on the payroll” of the smugglers. Meanwhile, murders of law
enforcement officials routinely go unsolved across Mexico, and the
lnduxd‘themqum&uwkh nhvmgl’ru}y . and

m&mmwwwﬁmw

administration that sanctions have triggered a fundamental
breach in relations just weeks Clinton is scheduled for his first
trip to Mexico. But Clinton's decjsion to avoid penalties this year may
mmmhﬂemelhmhdduﬁgahdmabumpdmlhduhe
risk of eventual explosion that suggests.

In the near term, Clinton's rufing is likely to stand. Congress could
still vote during the next 30 d s to demand sanctions. But Clinton
would inevitably veto such a fesolution, and even congressional
hard-liners acknowledge thaf they would have great difficulty

attracting the two-thirds majority necessary to override such a veto.
Yet the breadth of bipartisan coalition that has instantly mobilized to

overturn the certification tejtifies to an ominous change in the weather

for Mexico, Last year, Bob{Dole found little support, even among

Republicans, when he called on Clinton not to ceriify Mexico. Now
even a sieady procession gf Democrats is urging the president to
ithhold certificats :

Last year, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., was one of those who told

Dole that decertification Was a mistake. Now McCain isn't so sure.

**I think that the merits jof decertification are minimal," McCain said.
**But at the same time, ygu just can't keep, in effect, condoning some
of the things that are happening in a country that you care so much
about.”

McCain is ambivalent/for good reason. Certifying Mexico as fully

cooperating in the drug war is like certifying the world as flat: an
insult to irrefutable facts. After all the Mexican narco-scandals jostling
Clinton's own fund-raiging difficulties on the front page, Mexico may
read certification to mean that there is no level of corruption sufficient
10 trigger penalties.

Yet it's far from clepr that sanctions would inspire a more serious
attack on corruption jn Mexico. Many experts believe the most
immediate effect wopild be to provoke an intense anti-American
backlash from Mexitans who understandably point out that drugs

wouldn't pour across the border without the magnet of unchecked U.S.
demand.

One senior U.S. prosecutor with extensive experience along the
border warns that fuch a **nationalist wave" would **cut the legs out”

from Mexican offjcials supporting greater cooperation with the United

this prosecutor cpntinues, **but the paradox is that (decertification)
would backfire. :

As these conts ‘.’zmm”mm,mchm .
" increasingly diides Washington into competing camps. One side
argues for cooperative " engagement” to encourage gradual progress;,

the other champions confrontational truth-telling to shock systems
skilled at defegting reform.

In dealing with both countries, Clinton has given the reins to the
engagers. Buf the voices demanding confrontation are growing louder,
particularly gn Mexico, through which two-thirds of the cocaine
bound for the United States now travels. At the House Government
Reform and Oversight Committee hearing last week, legislators such

as Bob Bari] R-Ga., and Mark E. Souder, R-Ind., openly questioncd
whether Zegillo himself could be trusted.

Administfation officials say there's no evidence to impugn Zedillo
But those igflammatory questions should warn Clinton and Zedillo

alike that without more tangible progress against the drug tide, their
policy of cdnci awymygmlmymbmepoltucally
unuzuble the United States.

*“Unless {here are some changes in Mexico,” McCain said, 2
moderate ir these precincts, *"there are a lot more problems ahead *
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

POLITICS

A Very Tempting Target

Alexis Herman rose in Ron Brown’s freewheeling
world—and that has the GOP asking questions

By KAREN BRESLAU

ON BROWN NEEDED
help. It was July 1988,
and the Democrats were
about to convene in At-
lanta, where Jesse Jackson was
threatening to spoil Michael
Dukakis’s moment. While
Brown, a lawyer-lobbyist, un-
dertook the delicate task of
weaving Jackson’s agenda into
the party platform, he brought
along his friend Alexis Herman
to organize convention logistics
for the haphazard Jackson oper-
ation. After that Herman rarely
left Brown’s side. When he be-
came party chairman a year lat-
er, Herman helped him trans-
form the sleepy Democratic
National Committee bureau-
cracy into a machine capable of
electing a president. When he
went to Commerce under Bill
Clinton, intermingling politics
and business, Herman was in
the White House, serving as
gatekeeper to special interests
eager for Clinton’s time. And
when Brown’s plane crashed in
Croatia, Herman planned his
elegant state funeral.

Now both Herman and her
world are on trial. As Clinton’s
nominee to head the Depart-
ment of Labor, the once ob-
scure 49-year-old White House
aide, former business consult-
ant and Democratic activist
would become the highest
ranking African-American woman in the
administration. Herman must first con-
vince a GOP Senate that she didn’t go too
far mixing partisan politics and official
business—and given the questions about
Democratic fund raising, she is a very
tempting target. Is Alexis Herman the su-
perachieving civil-rights pioneer the White
House says she is, or is Herman—as her
critics suggest—a Clintonite who shame-
lessly traded access for political and per-
sonal favors?

Her rise is undeniably dramatic. The
daughter of a Mobile, Ala., teacher and a
politically active father who was the first
black wardsman elected in the state since

DAVID BARRY

A dramatic rise: Herman, Clinton’s nominee for La-
bor secretary, is a shrewd behind-the-scenes operator

Reconstruction, Herman attended segre-
gated parochial schools. A deeply religious
child, she absorbed the social teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church. After earning
a degree in sociology from Xavier Univer-
sity in New Orleans, she compiled an im-
pressive do-good résumé: Catholic Serv-
ices social worker and board member of
the National Council of Negro Women. At
the age of 29 she was a top official in Jim-
my Carter’s Labor Department. Herman is
a label-defying Democrat: she worked
closely with Jesse Jackson in the 1980s, yet
during the pro-business Clinton 1990s she
maintained such close ties to corporate
interests that organized labor was in-

itially reluctant to support her nomination.

During the Reagan years Herman be-
came a management consultant. She prof-
ited from some of the same job-training
grants she had been involved in awarding
when she worked for the government.
Herman ran a lucrative consulting prac-
tice, advising major corporations how to
implement affirmative-action guidelines.
Critics charge that many of her clients
were coerced into hiring her by Jackson’s
Operation Push, which boycotted compa-
nies that failed to diversify their work
forces. (Herman's supporters claim her
clients were happy with her work, and
some have in fact written letters of recom-
mendation to the Senate Labor Commit-
tee.) The White House has promised that
Herman will answer all questions about
her business and White House conduct in
her confirmation hearing.

Senate investigators would also like to
know how Herman earned a $500,000
profit from a share of a Washington devel-
opment project she received for providing
minority-contracting advice, without mak-
ing any initial investment. Meanwhile,
they are also looking into allegations that

| Herman misused her expense account to

support first-class travel, deluxe accommo-
dations and personal entertainment while
serving as Democratic National Commit-
tee staff director under Brown. Some of
the DNC habits proved hard to break.
When Herman joined the Clinton White
House in 1993, she complained that as an
assistant to the president, she was entitled
to a car and driver. She wasn’t: Clinton
had eliminated the perk.

Republicans are most intrigued by Her-
man’s role in organizing “coffees” between
Clinton and Democratic donors. The White
House has acknowledged that Herman’s
office of public liaison helped to arrange at
least 15 coffees, including one last May at
which bankers met with the federal officer
charged with regulating their industry—a
session the White House later admitted
was inappropriate. Herman says a deputy
had prepared the guest list and that she
herself had not attended the meeting.

Worried by rumors that the administra-
tion was going soft on Herman’s nomina-
tion, chief of staff Erskine Bowles invited
100 representatives from women’s, labor
and civil-rights groups to the White House
to announce a “full-throttle effort” on her
behalf. This week Senate Labor Committee
chairman James Jeffords will finally sched-
ule Herman'’s hearing. “If anybody wants to
vote against her, for whatever reason,
they’re plainly free to do that,” Clinton
says. “But she deserves a hearing, and if she
gets a hearing, she’s going to be confirmed.”
That is by no means guaranteed —as Her-
man, a student of political hardball, no

doubt knows. With Mark HOoSENBALL
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. Official’s Blending of Duties Questioned

By CHRISTOPHER DREW

WASHINGTON, March 2 — When
business lobbyists went to the White
House for briefings on legislative
proposals in the first two years of the
Clinton Administration, some were
surprised to find a staff member of
the Democratic National Committee
there.

The briefings were held by the
White Housé Office of Public Lialson,
which was headed by Alexis M. Her-
man, now President Clinton's nomi-

between Ms.

ror over fund-raising practices by
Government officials and other links
between her office and the Demo-
cratic Party.

Paul Hoselros/The New York Times
Alexis M. Herman, nominee for
Secretary of Labor.

But the attendance at dozens of
briefings In 1993 and 1894 by Ms.
Wilcox ralses another concern.

The main task of the liaison office

is to explain the President’s policies-

to Interest groups, including busi-
ness, labor and clvic organizations,
in hopes of gaining their support for
his legislative proposals. But the of-
fice’s staff, and other White House
employeés, are prohibited from
prodding supporters to lobby mem-
bers of Congress.for those plans.
That law is one of several restric-
tions intended to keep separate the
governmental responsibilities of the
White House and the political needs
of the President. Such restrictions

place liaison employees in a delicate
position, so a separate White House
political office normally handles
such partisan concerns.

People who worked in the liaison
office in Republican administrations
said they never invited party offi-
cials to briefings at the White House,

““That is partisan political activity
that is divorced from Government,"”
said Wayne H. Valis, who had a lial-
son role in the Nixon, Ford and Rea-
gan Administrations. “It Is not a
wise and appropriate thing to com-
mingle them.”

Ms. Herman has declined all inter-
views while her nomination is pend-
ing. But Joseph Lockhart, a White
House spokesman, sald Ms. Her-
man's office did nothing wrong. “‘The

But some Republicans disagreed.
While acknowledging that the Re-
publican Party helped promote poli-
cles when Republicans were in the
White House, Frank J. Donatelll, who
was a deputy in the liaison office In
the Reagan Administration, said Ms.
Herman's office “clearly went be-
yond what we did” in inviting a party
official to attend briefings with out-
side groups.

“I'd be uncomfortable with that
because it was almost like a direct
handoff of the lobbying,” he said.

Ms. Wilcox, who was then director
of business outreach at the D.N.C.,,
said she got involved in the briefings

because “I had done a great deal of

{ work in the business community” as
a corporate lobbyist before that and
knew some of the participants.

|

She sald she sat in on perhaps one
meeting a week in the first year or
more of the Clinton Administration,
when the President was seeking
business support for changes in tax
laws, health care policy and the de-

velopment of economic empower- °

ment zones. ‘‘Occasionally,” she
said, “we would talk about what I
was doing with .N.C.” to rally
support for the p i

At most of the meetings, either Ms.
Herman or Amy Zisook, who was
then Ms. Herman's assistant In

office, though she was still paid by
the Democratic committee. Mr,
Lockhart said Ms. Wilcox did nothing
to promote business lobbying while
she was in that White House job.

The White House acknowledged .

last ‘month that it had employed
about 20 workers in recent years who
were paid by the committee. Amid
news reports about it last week, Ad-
ministration officials decided to shift
to the White House payroll the few
aides now in that situation.
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i ??Muq 26, 1996, at 8:30 in the morming,

grpaniattended one ofthe nowuﬁamous “cof-

e :cckta‘.'y-}omcd an impressive !mcup The president

was there, 25 were Senator Christopher Dodd, co-chair

of the Democratic National Committee, Don Fowler,

the other DNC co-chair, Marvin Rosen, the party's top
moncy-raiser, and big contributors like Dirk Zaff, a New
York investment banker who gave $411,000 to the
Democrats in 1995 and 1996.

Just the day before, on the a5th, Herman took some
time out of her schedule for 2 4200 p.m. coffec. This
one also included the president and some of those who
had would attend the next day’s meeting—plus more
heavy donors, among them Pauline Kanchanalak. the
inysterious Thai-American businesswoman whose am-
ily donated more than $536,000 to Democrats in recent
years (much of that moncy was later returned by the
DNC). And the month beforc, on December 13, 19953,
Herman attended yet another coffee, again with the
president, Fowles, White House political hancho Harold
[ckes, and major donors like Leonard Barrack, a lawyer
from Philadelphia who contributed $134,000 (and got a
mght in the Lincoln bedroom), and F. Kenneth Bailey
and John Eddic Williams, two Texas lawyers who gave
$457.7c0 betwzen thcm

BYRrox YORK is an investigative wntcr;%rTa’S
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ermgs; she helped
amrange some of the more than 100 “coffces™ that were
at the heart of Bill Clinton's plan to use the Whtte
House as the main fundraising tool in his campaign for
reelection (the coffees raised a totzl of$z7nulhon} In
gddition to her help in the money chase, Herman—
onc of the highcstranking blacks in the Clinton White
House —sunagged another top job in the Clinton cum-
paign when she was putin charge of 2n unprecedented

“outreach” program targeting a whole rainbow of voting
groups: African Americans, Hispanics, Asians, the dis-
abled, and others.

Today there are serious concemns about whether Her-
man’s fundraising and minority activiies vio-
lated the Hatch Act, 2 law that bars some types of polit-
ical activities—and specifically forbids fundraising—by
administration officials. Her actions have caused concemn
on Capitol Hill, where the Scnats Labor and Human
Resources Committze will hold confirmation hearings.
“There are a Jot of members who are very uneasy about
her confirmasion,” says a source within the Republi-
can leadership. “Therc are plenty of unanswered qucs-
tions, and df she gets sucked up into the whole aggressive
White Housc fundraising situation, it's going to be cause
for pause.”

The pause came when Republicans pat Herman's
confirmation hearings on hold so they could invest-
gate her political activities. But if critics focus single-
mindedly on Herman's role in the White Housc
fundraising machinc, they might overlook the scrious

Herman dido't just sitin on the gathert
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questons that exdst about her
cnfire carecr in Washington.
Before she ever raised a dol-
lar for Bill Clinton, Alcxis
Herman developed an
impressive ability —sharp-
ened by her longtime asso-
ciation with her two men-
tors, Jesse Jackson and the
late Ron Brown —to exploit
Washington's network of
racial schasides and insider
_ deals to make herself
wealthy. Mixing moncy and politics is not somcthing Herman
lcamed in the Clinton White House. It's something she’s been
doing all her public life. - -

THE SET~ASIDE SEY

Heman has been a major figure in black Washington for twen-
ty yeass. Originally from Alabama, she fitst joincd the federal
government in 1977 as Jimmy Carter’s choice to head the
Women's Bureauy in the Department of Labor. Ousted by the
Reagan victory in 1980, she formed her owa business, first
known as Green-Herman and later as AM. Hemman & Asso-
ciates. It was during that time that she began to take advan-
tage of the affirmativc action system that governs how busi-
ness is done in Washington.

Herman's business partner was another departing Carter
Labor Department official, Emest Creen. In the words of one
glowing profile from the time, their firm specialized in “orga-
nizational effectiveness and developing corporate strategies for
diversity, multiculturalistn, career management, minonty/dis-
advantaged business enterprisc, community and public rela-
tions, and image enhancement.” Even though that descrip-
tion nicely captures the jargon of the diversity business, it
does't really present an accurate picture of what Green-Her-
man actually did.

A few years after the company was formed, a Cenerul
Accounting Office study revealcd that in the last days of the
Carter administration Ernest Creen rushed to spend more
than $100 million in federal grant money before the Repub-
licans could get their hands on it. Green was pushing the
money out the window so fast that he sent tclegrams to recip-
ientslargely unions and interest groups that had supported
Carter’s reelection campaign —telling them to start spending
the cash even before contracts could be signed. One of those
contracts, for $2 million, went to Jessc Jackson’s Operation
PUSH.! Then, when Green and Herman Icft the government
and founded their company. onc of their first contracts camc
from Operation PUSH. It wasa nifty deal, and it got Green-Her-

Yfackson, Herman, and Creen go way back together. Creen is
somethlcg of a civil rdghts legend. having been one of the ~Litte
Rock Nine,” the first black student to attend Central High School
after the Brown v. Board of Education decision in 1954. Herman
has also known Jackson for ycars.
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man off to a good start.

(Emcst GICCH dld not

retum several calls asking
for comment. Herman

declined to provide any
specific answers to written
questions submitted by
TAS, but 2 White House
spokesman said that “any
allegations that-Ms. Her-
man improperly benefited
from her work as head of
the Women's Bureau at the
U.S. Dcpartment of Labor are untrue.”)

In the 1980's, Emest Green left the firm (he is now manag-
ing director at Lehman Brothers in Washington) and Herman
changed the name to AM. Herman & Associates. As she had
wath the original PUSH deal, Haman continued to benefit
from her relationship with Jesse Jackson. During those years,
Jackson used PUSH to threaten major corporations with boycotts
unless they adopted quotas for black hiring and contracting —
and also contributed to PUSH and related organizations. When
a company—Jackson's targets included Coca-Cola, Burger
King, and the Southland Corporation, which owns 7Eleven
stores—gave in and signed a2 “covenant”™ with Jackson, the tew
crend would suggest that A.M. Herman & Associates be hired
to “monitor” the agreement More business for Alexis. Accord-
ing to the financial disclosure form she filed upon entering
the White House in 1993, Burger King was among the com-
panies that paid significant “divessity consulting™ feesto AM.
Herman & Associates.

Other corporations that bought Herman's services included
Procter & Gamble, KPMGC Peat Marwick, and Levi Strauss.
Today, theyarc reluctant to say just what she did for their com-
panics. “We really don't discuss our contract ot business rela-
tionships,” 2 spokesman for Levi Strauss said. “We do not dis-
cuss the details of work consultants provide to us,” s2id 3
spokeswoman for KPMC Peat Marwick “I think it may have
been some work in the human relations arca,” said 3 spokes-
woman for Procter & Gamble who was unable to provide any
other dctails,

Curiously, on her firancial disclosure forra, Herman said she
received o salary from AM. Herman & Associates. She did say
that she took 2 $21,974 “distribution” from the firm. And she list-
ed six companies that, liks Burger King and Procter & Gamble,
paid her diversity consulting services fees of at least $5,000
cach. [n all, she estimated A.M. Herman & Associates’ valucat
betwcen $250,000 and $500,000. (Executive branch financial
disclosurc fonns allow officials to list the value of assets within
brozd categomies, like S250,000-$500,000. They are not required
to reveal exact figures. And for the consulting work, Herman was
simply required to list the companics who had paid her “com-
pensation in cxcess of $3,000.” It could have been far more.)

By the ime Herman filed her next finandial disclosure form,
in May 19g4. she said she had sold A M. Herman & Associates
scveral months after joinung the White House staff. She wrote
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that she received between $50.000 and $100,000 for the com-
pany, but did not reveal to whom it had been sold. Tt isdifficult
to establish whether thatinformation is comect. The District of
Columbia Department of Finance and Reveaue, which keeps
records of business licenses and transactions, has no record of
any sale involving AM. Herman & Associates. Herman herself
tefused to answer a writien question on the subject submitted
by TAS. Aad her formerassistant, Cloda Cuticrrez, now a top
Commerce Department official, abruptly terminated a phone
inquiry on the subject. “I'm sorty, ] do not talk to the press,” she
said. “A.M. Herman & Associates is long dead and busicd.
Thank you [bangup).”  ~

BUILDING A FORTUNE

By the mid-1980's, Herman had branched out froa: diversity
consulting to take part in scveral Washington real estate deals.
Two lines of her financial disclosure statement reveal particu-
larly intriguing transactions. One lists her interest in something
she calls the “Western Assoc. Ltd. Ptshp.” The other refess o her
relationship with a company called the FTPM Partnership. Both
entrics refer to Herman's role in controversial, expensive, and
highly political construction projects.

“FTPM Partmership” is the partnership that is now finishing
the massive Federal Triangle building two blocks from the
White Housc in downtown Washington. It is the biggest fed-
erz building project since the Pentggon, and it has a price
tag to match: 3n estimated $720 million dollars, which istwice
the original estimate and likely to rise before the final cost is
tallied (in 2 deliciously perverse tum of events, this symbol of
expanding government has receatly been re-named the Ronald
Reagan Building).

The building is the last remaining project ina 3o-year cam-
paign to fill several gapsalong Pennsylvania Avenue. Aslate as
the 1970's, the strect, which was lined by grand government
buildings on the south side, had stretches of shabby buildings
along the north. The idea of turning Pennsylvania Avenucinto

3 grand boulevard began in the Kennedy administration, where

“its primary proponent was a2 young Labor Department official

named Danicl Patrick Moynihan. Work was slow, but by the.
time of the Nixon administration Moynihan and other like.
minded Washirgton msiders had succeeded in creating 2 quasi-
government catity called the Peansylvania Averuie Develop-
ment Corporation. The Corporation had the power o use
government money to buy land along the avenue and hold
competitions among developers who bid to build grand projects
in the place of run-down storcfronts.

By all accouats the process of buying the land and giving out
contracts was highly political, even by Washington standards.
Dcvelopecs had to please the presidentially appointed mem-
bers of the Corporation, but they also had to please the D.C.
mayor— Marion Barry—who had his own say in the Corpo-
ution's decisions. Ever since being elected ruayor in 1978,
Barry had made it clear that developers would have to “pay to
play.” That meant developers—a mortly white group —would
have to include minarity partners in a project if they hoped to
have any chance of winning a zontract. Developers quickly real-
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ized that fiends of Marnion Bany were excellent candidates for
inclusion. They became what are known as “face partners”
which refers to minoritics who are given a piece of 2 big rcal
estata deal but play little role other than giving the undertak-
ing an appearance of diversity.

Developers were also required to submit an afficmative
action plan guaranteeing that 2 certain amount of the subcon-
tracts involved —sometimes as high as 35 percent—would go to
minority fizms. “What you necd if you'te going to'develop 2 huge
project like [Federal Triangle] is 2 politically connected minor-
ity contractor,” says one observet intimately familiar with the
commercial rcal estate scene in Washington. “It inoculates
you from a3 whole variety of problems™ with the Jocal and fed-
cral governments.

That's where Alexis Herman came in. “She was connected -
to Ron Brown, to Jesse Jackson, and through them to Marion
Barry,” says the real cstate observer. “She was wired,” And she

- was also connected to Bob Mendelsohn, who was part of the

development team that won the Federal Triangle contract. “]
knew Alexis when we were both in the Carter2dmmistration,”
Mendclsohn says. “Emie (Green] and Alexis formed a company
to develop and implement affirmative action programs, and |
began using them from the beginning” Mendelsohn paid Her-
man'’s company $600,000 to design an affitmative action plan -
for Federal Triangle. Ard he made sure that Heyman's face
was up front and center when it came time to take his case
before the Pennsylvania Avenue Devclopment Corporstion.
“I aways had Alexis participate in our presentations because she
did such an cxcellent job of articulating our afhrmative action
program,” Mendelsohn says. “She is simply the best.”

She was something more than that By the time the contract
competition was in its last stages, Herman had been hired by
Brown to be the deputy chairwoman of the Democratic Nation-
al Commmittes. Her political clout went up a fewnotehes. And
by the time she moved to the DNC, the competition for the
Federa! Triangle contract had become a ficree battle involving
the city govemment, the White House, and Congress. Osten-
sibly hired to devise an affirmative action plan for the devel-
opess, Herman found herself traveling to Capitol Hill to lobby

" for Mendelsohn's team. Some in Congress thought it was

inappropriate for 2 top DNC official —who wielded all sorts of
DNC power, like the powsr to distribute party money to, say,
the political campaigns of mcmbers of Congresi—to lobby
for her ouwn-husiness.

Mendclsohn denies he used Herman's clout. “Ineverasked
her to do any lobbying,” he says. Lobbying or not. Mendel-
sohn's tearn won the bidding. But other developers who bidon
the contract became angry when they lcarned that Mendel-
sohn’s winning bid wzs significantly higher than the losing pro-
posals. Some felt that Herman had helped in a political fix
that steered the job to her team. Certainly, those opponents
thought, it wasn't her afirmative action plan that won the day.
“[ remember their afirmative action plan did not appear to
have much substance,” says 3 member of a team that bid for the
contract butlast “They had a couple of face peoplc, but itdid
not invelve hiring 1 lot of minority contractors.” In responsc to
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a2 wnitten Question on the sub-
ject, a2 Whits House
spokesman says only that
“AM. Herman & Associates’
role in asisting the Federal
Triangle project was proper.”

The Federal Triangle pro-
ject was reminiscent of Her-
man’s role inan earlier Penn-
sylvania Avenue project The
phrase "Western Assoe. Lid.
Ptrshp™ in her financial dis-
closurc report is a short way
of referring to Herman's interest in the development part-
nership that Built Masket Square, a few blocks down the street
from Federal Triangle, For Horman, Market Square wes an
even richer deal than Federal Trangle; she valued her per-
sonal interest in the partncrxhap at bciwcl.‘.ﬂ S;oo coo and
$iooc0,000. -

Adecadeagp, MaxietSqu::e wasmempty lcton !hc noﬁh
side of Pennsylvania Avenue between the Capitol and the
Whitc House. Today it is 3 massive granitefaced structusc that
rivals the massive granitefaced governmeat office buildings
across the street. Its semi-circular colonnade fronts one mil-
lion square feet of office space. shops, restaurants, and condo-
miniums.

The main developer of Market Square was another politically
connected businessman named Herbert Miller. A few years
carlier, he had solved his problems with another big develop-
ment by giving equity cuts to several of Mayor Bany's closest
cronies. The Washington Post reported that some were asked to
put up $1,000 in retumn for intarests that werc worth hundreds
of thousands of dollars; others were given 1 cut in retum fornom-
inal work. For Market Square, Miller’s company worked in
associztion with Mendelsohn, When it came time to bid for the
contract, Mendelsohn knew that the Pennsylvania Avenue
Development Corporation would demand minority partici-
pation. “Whether it was a goal or a suggestion or a requirc-
ment I don'trecall” Mendzlsohn s2ys, “but [the Corpor'atian]

. made it known to us thzt they were very mtcr:.rtl:d in adding

minority partoers to the project.
So he tumed againto Alexis Herman. Th: dcvclopers gave

her an equity stake in the project—3.3 percent of the deal —

which Herman later valued at between $500,000 and

$1,000,0c0. But the question is: Did she invest any monsy inths
project? Did she pedorm some work equal to 3.3 percentof Mar
ket Square? Hermman declined to answer a2 written question on
the subject submitted by TAS. Mendelsohn responded to the
question by saying, “I don't think it’s matenial.” but added that
Herman might have gotten her stake in tetumn for developing
and oversccing an affirmative action plan for the project

in the end, it doesn't matter how Hezman ended up with her
chunk of Market Square. The system required that face partners
be involved. and she was there to provide the face. “She was
worth the moncy,” says a Washington real estate observer,
“whether she did any work or not”
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LivinG 1N STYLE
In 1988, during the height of
her involvemnent in local
tcal estate projects, Her-
man took Eme out to work
for Jessc Jackson's presi-
dential campaign. She
worked closely with Ron
Brown—Jackson’s cam-
paign  manager—and
joincd the Democratic
Nationa] Committee when
Brown took over the next
year. During her time with the DNC, she remained head
of AM. Hemman & Associates.

The party job had several benefits. Fist, the money was
good. Herman's financial disclosure form says she was paid
$144,681 in 1992 —the year in which she planncd and ran the
New York convention. But the DNC position didn't just pay
Herman a good salary; it also created new business for her at
AM. Hetman & Associates. There is no doobt her conace-
tions to Brown and the DNC helped her tremendously, for
example, in the Federal Triangle deal. And., according to an arti-
cle in U.S. News & World Report, Brown also directed that
DNC money be deposited in Adams National Bank, where
Herman served on the board of dircctors.?

[t wasn't Jong before there were reports that Herman was
taking part in the big spending that chamacterized Brown's
tenure at DNC. The U.S. News story reported the DNC paid
several thousand dollars for expenses run up by Herman,
including charges for home decosating. The partyalio paida
heavy price for her taste in limousines. During the Christmas-
New Year holiday at the cnd of 1993, for cample, the maga-
zinc reported that Hermaa spent $6,015 for limos, which
included $734 in tips for her driver and S570 in carphone bills.
U.S. News also reported that the DNC moyed Herman into
3 $4.000¢-mounth apartment on Central Park South while
she planned the convention, and the magazine said the DNC
paid several thousand dollars to cover expenses on Herman's
personal American Express card.

Herman's financial disclosure statements reveal the kind of,

extensive credit card bills that faced the DNC. Her first stateroent
in 1993 listed an Amcrican Express bill of between $10,000 and
$15.000. Her next statement indicated that she had switched to
a revolving credit card, again with 2 monthly balance between
$10,000 and $15,000. By the next year, 1995, the monthly balance
had groem to between $15.000 and $50,000, where it remainced
i 1996, Her statements also reveal a sevenyrear car loan between
$15,c00and S,o 000. And an unsecured loan between 5:,.000

3al] in sll, her 1992 income camc to at least 5:09,6:8. and, given
the vagueness of financial disclosure forms, pessibly much more.
Herman even lirted $3,0c0 in income from 2 “chasitable raffl<” put
on by the Baltimorc alumni chapler of the fratemity Kappa Alpha
Pa. (It u undear whether Herman was paid for soging the rafflc ot
winming it.)
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and $50,000 from her business, AM. Herman & Associates (the -g‘atxﬂ- SRS
statement says the loan was rcpaid by 1994). ” & “v}'J?f;(,‘_ s
In addition, Herman at times carried mortgages oa four ' s
houses: the Washington condominium where she lived, a rental
house in a wealthy Washington neighborhood (although she
called the home a rental property, listing its value at between
S250,000 and $500,00, she s21d she received no income from the
house), 2 vacation horac at a vesort in Basye, Virginia, and 2
house in her hometown of Mobile, Alabama. The mortgages
totaled at least $250,000 and perhaps as much as $600,000.
Once in the White Hoyse, she sold her rental house to a
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friend, butthere are questions sbout the circumstances of the sale. A%
Herman s2id the transaction —which she placed between Ss0.000 33
and $100,000 —took place on December 6,1993. Butreal estate 754

records in Washington indicate that the sale actually took place
on January 31,1995, and was for $366,000. In 2 later financial dis-
closure statement, Horman said that the buyer had assuned the
mortgage. although real estate records indicate that the buyer took
out his own mortgage in a different amount from Hearman's orig-
inal mortgage. In response to written questions from TAS, Her-
man declined to give any specific answers, but 2 White House
spokesman said that “Ms. Harman's personal financial simation -
has been appropriately and propetly disclosed.”

OUTREACH FOR DOLLARS

Given Herman's connections, combined with her experience
in Democratic fundraising—not to mention her eye fora sharp
deal—Bill Clinton must have thought he had found the perfect
person for the job of White House director of public Jiaison. In
the job—a loosely defined position that in large part involved
maintaining relations with the liberal interest groups that sup-
ported Bill Clinton for president—she could make use of all
those contacts gained thtough Brown, Jackson, and the diver-
sity business. (Thosc contacts even included Brown-like trade
missions. See “Come Fly With Me,” opposite.)

So it's not surprising that Clinton also tumed to Herman
when the ime came to draft 2 plan targeting minorities for
special voter “outregch” and fundraising. In January 1996, Her-
man received a memo from Harold Ickes directing her to devel
op a "national plan” and a “state plan” to win more black votes
for Clinton. The first thing Herman did was to put together
-the White House “African American Wori:ing Croup.” She
created a blucprint for 2 seamless operation in which the White
House, the DNC., 20d the Clinton/Core Reclection Comn-

e
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mittee would work together to win the black vote. She recruit- A
ed staff from her own office plus others elsewhere in the gov- out
emment (including Rodney Slatcr, the head of the Federal & w' Nzi A o s S o S
. P e . i J-L ey g ke
Highway Administration who is Clinton's choice to be Secre- w Hox SC. "f(‘ ““ _-,. o i;‘:l.?ﬁ??:z“ gre
tary of Transportation). ’f;‘: Vi m_é?m':u 2 ‘ '.;;‘. iyl .’* *-—:."-f‘f ". e
S el oomep A AP M z

Herman began her strategy with the assumption that Clin-
ton had the black vote in the bag. “African American voters,”
she wrote, “arc among the most conisistent and loyal sup-
porters of the Democratic party.” The problem was, not
znough of them voted, which meant that “turning out the
vote will be the name of the game.” Herman gave her African
American Working Croup three primary goals. The Brst was
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to push Clinton's record. The second was to create getout-the-
vote projccts. And the third was to “identify-a cadre of con-

tributors in the black community that will work :':_:r the Pres- -

ident’s re~clection.”

As partof her plan, Herman created another group, “African
Amecricans for Clinton-Core '¢6,” and made Ernest Green—
remember him? —the chairman. She wrote that as “an entice-
ment to contribute,” 2 group of well-to-do blacks would be
invited to join yet another newly created organization, the
African American Leadexship Forum. Contributing membess
would “be afforded the opportunity to interact with senior
Admiaistration officials. ; through policy briefings, luncheons,
and workgroups.” In addition, Herman wrote that it was criti-
cal that the White House know which contributors were most
descrving of “perscaal attention beyond. ...invitations to White
House affairs.”

Herman also recommended that the White Houss field a
team of “surrogate speakers.” They would be administration offi-
cials—including herself—who would spread Clinton's message
before dozens of black-oriented conventions, meetings, and
other gatherings around the country. Concerned about the
» Hatch A<t, Herman wroke that the specch-making, as she envi-
sioned it, would not techmca}ly qualify as campmgmng'

Agencey surtogates will carry out these activi hcs as p:m of d‘wr nor- -

mal job duties in1996. That is, they will be helping to educate the
African Amenczn public and key interest groups about Clinton
Administration accomplishments —not campzigning. However,
we will 3im o escalate the level of surrogate activity in the six
weeks preceding each primary.

The last mission Herman set for her African American Work-
ing Croup was simple- attack Republicans.

In penuading African Amenicans to support the President in 1946,
we liuvt lo craft the “Hght message.” For waunple.. preelection
focus groupy of black voters in Virgiaia revealed that the main
angerof blacks was dizected 3t their number ane enemy — Gaver-
ner George Allen. Specific pieces of campaign litcrature weze
then craited to highlight this fict Thas, in the 1996 Presideatial
election, we might find that some blacks may well be more inspired
to go to the polls in greater aumbers to vote against the “encmizs
of civil rights” than for the Democratic candidate. |

It would be a violation of the Hatch Act for Hernuan to
devote un extensive amount of tirmc to the Clinton campsign.
Contrary to Flerman's own memo cited above, Whitc House
officials insist that all this political strategizing and campaizning
was donc on Herman's own time — in addition to her full-time
job as head of the Office of Public Liaison. And they say that
govemnment resourcces were not used to devisc and implement
the plan (although the White Houss did raimburse the tax-
payers $g17 for the computcers used to wnte Herman's plan). As
for her role in the White House fundraising “coffees,” admin-
istration v cials insist that Herman was not doing anything
improper. Scandal spokesman Lanny Davis repeatedly told
reporters that “there was no fund-raising activity orzanized by
the White House orthe OPL (Officc of Public Liaison] "
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Beforc anyone thought she might face a confirmation fight,
Herman had to work hard just to win her nomination to be
Labor Secretary. Nearly every national labor leader opposcd
her, and several believed she was not qualified for the job.
Powerful Democrsts on the Hill, incJuding Ted Kennedy, the
ranking rminority member on the Labor and Human Resources
Committee —backed former Pennsylvania Senator Harms Wof-
ford instead. Yetmany black leaders—chicfamong them Jesse
Jackson —strongly supported Herman. The standoff put Bill
Clinton in a tough spot: ke had to choosc between two of his
most valued constituencies, organized labor and Affican Amer-
icans. When he chosc the latter, it is safe tosay that many in
labor were incensed. “[ think for any body who's a Dermocrat
it's an appalling appointment,” says one activist. “This wasan
affront to Ia.bor, which only spent $35 million on the Democ-
rats Jast year.”

Sgll, it is important to remember that at it Honnan's con-
firmation prospects Jocked quite good. Although some Repub-
licans privately said they had concerns about the Green-Her-

man contractscams and the Federal Triangle deal, they doubted
thase would be cnough to cause Herman any serious prob-
lemns. “fim Jcflords is 3 bleeding heart Republizan,” s2id one

- observer of the Labor and Human Resowrces Comnitize chair-

man who will preside over Herman's confrmation hearings. “Tt
will take 3 smoking howitzer to cause her any trouble” Perhaps
Republicans didn't think Herman's background presented any
serious questions, or perhaps they were afraid to appear to be
hectoring 2 high-ranking black woman or violating the spiritof
“bipartisan cooperation” on Capitol Hill these days; whatever
the reason, Herman's nominztion looked safe.

All that changed when revelations of Haman's fundraising
and political activitics came out in late January. At that point
Republican sources began to talk openly of problems with the
nominativit The committee decided to hold off an scheduling
confirmation hcarings until [icrman responded to 2 set of
detailed questions about hex role in the fundrising and con-
ncctions to John Huang and other Bgures in the growing scan-
dal. And Emest Green's name surfaced when the Washington
Times reported that he played a major role in bringing a noto-
rious Chinzsc arms dealer to the White House—and made 2
large contribution to the DNC immediately after the meeting.

In the end, Republican sources say, the Senate leadership will
have o decide: Should they accepta slick operator like Herman,
ot shotld they sink her nomination and take the nisk that 2
more effective liberal candidate will take her place? “She
would be 2n extremcly weak labor sceretary, which wouldn't be
u bad thing nccessanly,” one Senste aide says. Another Repub-
lican adds, “She may be a bette: nominee than Hamis Wof
ford, who might be the baclcup if her nomination is tubed.”

That strategy could be too clever by half. Republicans who
underestimatc Herman forget she was a major part of the Clin-
ton reclection machine, which could hardly be called weak or
ineffective. Herman's carcer proves she knows how to work the
systean. If Republicans want to change that system, confirming
Alexis Horman will just inake the job harder. %
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wants to open audits

fity, an Arkansas S&L that is at the core of the White-
invest attracted the attention of regulators.

HOUSE Igsﬂﬂl: Republicans mg over the
slow s{art to this year’s congressional session got assurances
from Leader Dick Armey that the leadership will
“step g the pace and act” Armey, R-Texas, said the agen-
da mmmm.m%w
cy “the development of values and culture.” first

pieces of legislation to pass the House this year
dealt overseas family planning funds with no abortion
restrictions and reinstatement of an airline ticket tax. Abor-

York's 12th

“Bullwinkle District” because its
boundary outline through Brooklyn,
Queens and Manhattan resembles
the cartoon moose. The judges said
that “race became the

challenge
was brought by Angel Diaz, who lost to Velazquez in 1992.

Lake: Picks up key  Co7cd Lake of engaging in "political
' 1P ey and a “clear pattern
GOP support of contempt and ard” for Con-

gress. Helms cited Lake's role in ad-
ministration concerning Iranian arms sales to

decisions
Bosnian Muslims and Chinese missile sales to Iran.

The White House had no immediate comment on the ac-
cusations. The Senate Intelligence Committee has twice de-
layed Lake's hearing, now set for March 11. _

» Democrats say the nomination of Federico Pena as
delayed to force Clinton to re-

o A cpenct o

b More than a dozen women's and civil rtghmgmpsn}
lied to support Labor secretary nominee Alexis Herman.
Her confirmation is mired in the Democratic

" By Paul Leavitt

- - USA TODAY
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 1997
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o WASHINGTON
Senator to announce
balanced-budget stand

The fate of the balanced-budget amendment should be-
come clearer today when the only uncommitted senator,
Robert Torricelli, D-N.J., announces whether he will supply
the yes vote that supporters may need for victory. "

: Opponents were optimistic that
Torricelli, a freshman who favored
the amendment as a House member,
would oppose it now. “I think there

should be some changes,” he said at
one point. Opponents also hope that
Democrats who had been on both
sides in the past might yet vote no.
Supporters picked up an

vote Tuesday when another uncom-
mitted first-term Democrat, Sen.
Mary Landrieu of Louisiana, said she

Tormicelli: Will he would keep a campaign pledge to
vote yes or no? support the amendment.
Democrats say the measure could

eat.into Social Security trust funds and prevent borrowing
for long-term capital investments. A proposal to keep Social
Security out of the budget calculations went down 5544 in
the Senate Tuesday night. A vote on the balanced budget
amendment is expected next week. . — Jill Lawrence

GULF SICKNESS: Army brass in the gulf war suspect-

ed an Iragi ammunition dump contained chemical weap- {5
ons, but didn't alert U.S. troops who blew it up less than two - {554

report shows. Senators who have (&
criticized the Pentagon’s handling of medical complaints by | 558

weeks later, a

some gulf war troops seized on the report. Sen. Jay Rocke-
feller, D-W.Va., said it shows officials lied and he accused
the Defense Department and CIA of a “cover-up of major
proportions.” Bernard Rostker, the Pentagon’s chief gulf
war investigator, said there was no cover-up but there were
“missed opportunities” to communicate. He said there were
reports mentioning that chemical weapons might be stored
at the Khamisiyah site before it was demolished in early
March 1991. He did not explain why troops weren’t warned.
The report is still classified, Rostker said, because the CIA
says release would disclose “sources and methods.”

'USA TODAY

GOP POLL: No longer able to unify around the Cold War,
and muscled out of the political center by President Clinton,
Republicans are searching for new issues that will tran-
scend internal divisions and win more votes. “We’re not the
same GOP Ronald Reagan carried to victory in 1980,” said
Anthony Fabrizio, who conducted the poll. It shows the
GOP with no dominant core, but splintered into five groups
spaming?&mc.sodalandmmalmamnrmmd
significant differences over abortion, trade, control,
ainwandlam“WeneedtoﬁndnewisuagaI:polanze
sir. “We should not 1gnt ings tha are clearty popuies I
. “We not fight thi are clearly It
makes us look Draconian.” — Richard Benedetto

LABOR NOMINATION: Alexis Herman, after two
months of Senate investigation into her private business

: and activities as White House director of public li-
aison, appears headed for confirmation as Labor secretary
next month. “I know of no reason at this point as to why she
would not be confirmed. There is no smoking gun,” said
Labor Committee Chairman James Jeffords; R-Vt Senate
Republican Leader Trent Lott also said Herman “will likely
be confirmed.” Jeffords said his committee has requested
answers to 110 more questions about Democratic fund-rais-
ing in the White House, possible use of government employ-
ees for political activities and contradictory responses to
previous questions. Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass,, said he
expects answers no later than Th . “We hope to have
a hearing the week of March 10,” he said. — Jessica Lee

family-planning bill

The Senate gave final congression-
al approval to release $385 million
for overseas family planning projects
with no restrictions on abortion-relat-
ed activities. The vote was 5346 to re-
lease the funds Saturday. The bill
goes to President Clinton.

Abortion foes failed in a bid to
weave restrictions barring recipients
of US. funds from participating in
abortion-related activities.

“This vote is not about
abortion,” said Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt He said it is meant to address
“the most serious environmental

unchecked populgfion growth — and to

problem of all —
help prevent unwanted pregnancies and abortions.”
2
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Subject: WOMEN'S AND CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS RALLY BEHIND LABOR NOMINEE

Date: 02/26/97 Time: 13:18
HWomen's and civil rights groups rally behind Labor nominee

WASHINGTON (AP) More than a dozen women's and civil rights
groups banded together Wednesday to urge Senate confirmation
hearings for Alexis Herman, President Clinton's pick to be
secretary of labor.

* s it fair that the professional career and stellar reputation
of Alexis Herman is being buried in the ashes of deceptive an
damaging delay, spins of repetitive misinformaton and innuendo, all
of which point to the possible abuse of the hearing process?"'
asked Dorothy Height, president of the National Council of Negro
Women, Inc.

Herman's nomination has been delayed while Senate Republicans
investigate whether she improperly mixed politics with her duties
as Clinton's director of the White House Office of Public Liaison.

Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., chairman of the Labor and Human
Resources Committee, has said he will schedule a hearing as soon as
the White House forwards Herman's responses to the committee's last
round of questions.

White House officials say the responses should be presented by
the end of the week.

The advocates said Herman's work on behalf of women and
minorities, and her previous experience as head of the Women's
Department of the Carter administration Labor Department, make her
a good fit for the secretary's job.

* * Alexis Herman is highly qualified for the position of U.S.
secretary of Labor,"'' Height said. ~ “She's lived a life of taking
on responsibility."’

Height was joined Wednesday at a news conference in the Capitol
basement by representatives of the National Organization for Women,
the Feminist Majority, the American Federation of Teachers, the
Women's Legal Defense Fund, the Young Women's Club of America, the
National Women's Political Caucus and other groups.

Feminist Majority President Eleanor Smeal decried what she said
was Herman's ° "trial of a thousand leaks."

* *She has been right there, fighting for the benefits of working
people,’" Smeal said. * ~She is eminently qualified for the job."
APNP-02-26-97 1326EST
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EDITORIAL: Clinton Makes Two Dubious Nominations

The Providence Journal-Bulletin, R.l.
Knight-Ridder/Tribune Business News

Feb. 25--President Clinton's nomination of Labor Secretary-designate
Alexis Herman seems increasingly imperiled as allegations of political
corruption continue to swirl around this longtime political operative and
Democratic Party fund-raiser.

Indeed, one measure of her supporters' nervousness may be seen in the
angry declaration from AFL-CIO president John Sweeney that the Senate's
reservations are "outrageous,” and his call for "immediate hearings on the
nomination of this African-American woman" -- as if congressional concerns
were centered on her race, and not on the fact that she is a veteran
political operator with a lot of dubious baggage.

When partisans like John Sweeney start playing the race card to defend
Cabinet nominees, you know they are running out of serious arguments.

Another troubled nomination is that of former National Security Adviser
Anthony Lake to be director of Central Intelligence. While many of Mr. Lake's
supporters have derided legitimate concerns about his fitness for the post --
ascribing opposition, for the most part, to the John Birch Society! -- The
Washington Post's Jim Hoagland, no right-wing activist, raises an interesting
point.

In defending his CIA nominee, President Clinton has bragged that Mr.



Lake was the architect of U.S. policy in Bosnia, and an early advocate of
expanding NATO, relaxing opposition to the Chinese communist regime, and, as
Mr. Hoagland puts its, "sticking a finger in Britain's eye by pushing for a
settlement in Northern Ireland.”

"On these issues and others," asks Mr. Hoagland, "will the President get
an unvarnished view from Langley?" The answer, in all likelihood, is no -- if
Anthony Lake is in charge at the CIA's Langley headquarters. Behind his
mild-mannered demeanor, Mr. Lake is famous for his in-fighting skills and,
within the White House councils, the relentless advocacy of his own point of
view.

As Mr. Hoagland points out, what the country needs at the moment is a
CIA director who will not be afraid to tell the President the truth, even if
the truth is at odds with White House policy. There are good reasons to doubt
that Anthony Lake is the man for that task.

When the last CIA director, John Deutch, was asked by Congress in
September about Saddam Hussein's military occupation of northern Iraq, Mr.
Deutch responded honestly: Saddam had been strengthened by the move, not
weakened, as the White House was suggesting. That was the end for Mr. Deutch:
He was unceremoniously dumped as CIA director by President Clinton, with the
help and advice of (who else?) Anthony Lake.

ON THE INTERNET:
Visit projo.com, the online service of The Providence Journal-Bulletin,
R.l., at http://www.bhip.com/

(c) 1997, The Providence Journal-Bulletin, R.l. Distributed by
Knight-Ridder/Tribune Business News.
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someone the President trusts," notes CBC member Elijah E. Cummings (D-Maxyland),
who also sits on the House transportation.and infrastructure committees.

Both Herman and Slater will face enormous challenges in the next four years
if confixmed. Alvin Thornton, a political analyst, professor and chairman of tha
department of political science at Howard University, says affirmative action
battles will be fought on both fronts. "Labor is where a lot of affirmative
action is carried out and enforced," says Thornton, "and billions of contracting
dollars aze filtered through transportation which will have to get over Adarand
hurdles and work around those types of court decisions." Despite the influence
and power that cabinet secretaries have, Thornton wonders whether Hermam and
Slater will be limited by Clinton's tendency to micromanage domestic policies.

"Ron Brown, who dealt with high finance on the international stage, is the
standard in terms of the desirable level of power," adds Thornton. Although

Harman and Slater are both part of Clinton's inner circle, "that is the level to
which blacks must aspire.”

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, Alexis Herman: Picture 2, Rodney Slater; Pictures 1 and 2 by
AP/WIDE WORLD

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: Secretary of Set Asides?

BODY
The nomination of Alexis Herman, President Bill Clinton's choice for labor
secretary, has hit a snag. The Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee wants

to know how she acquired a 3.3 percent ownership interest in the Market Square
project on Pennsylvania Avenue with no investment of her own money.

Part of the controversy surrounds Ms. Herman's work asg a consultant who
created and monitored affirmative action plans for developers during the 1980sg.
She was brought in on a Washington real estate development deal as one of 12
limited partners. Although she put up none of her own money, Ms. Herman received
$ 50,000 in 1987 when one partner sold 70 percent of the project. She still owns
about 1 percent of the project, which is now worth as much as $§ 500, 000.
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Ms. Herman's role in the deal was not unique. Majority developers routinely
meet federal affirmative action goals for govermment contracts by bringing in

‘minority partners. But these set-aside quota programs are an open invitation for
abuse.

The process is subverted when development contracts involve "front companlies"
== minority-owned firms -- that enter into arrangements with white-owned
companies for the sole purpose of taking advantage of set-aside programs. In
many instances, the minority partners are rewarded not for the investment,

experience or talent they might bring to the deal, but for their biological
charaoterictioe.

Is the same true for Ms. Hezman's nomination for the office she is geeking?
Certainly, any administration should try to be as inclugive ag poggible. But
what would Ms. Herman bxing to the job? Her role as a consultant in obtaining
get asides? Her role, as director of the White House Public Liaison Office, in
producing a memo for the 1996 Clinton-Gore campaign that tracked the racial
makeup of the campaign operatives in every state? Is this appointment basically
a political payoff for an expert on political race-norming?

In recent yeara, the courts have ruled that the kind of preference programs
Ms. Herman has capitalized on are constitutionally indefensible. The Supreme
Court has sald race-based preferences are-allowable only il they are "narrowly
tailored” te address identifiable past disorimination. ‘

As labor secretary, Ms. Herman would be one of the enforcers of federal equal
OPPOrTUnLItY laws. She would have a large say in the affairs of many of the
nation's busineassas.

Government, of course, should encourage firms owned by women and minorities
to seek contracts and apply for jobs. But this invitation should be limited to
the least intrusive means available to achieve a reasonable government interest,

Is Ms. Herman the person to do that in an impartial manner?

LOAD-DATE: February 25, 1997
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Q The White House reacted favorably Monday to a
suggestion by Senate Majority Leader Lott for the
appointment of four outside experts to propose any ad-
Jjustments in the consumer price index as part of this
year’s budget negotiations. According to an Associated
Press report, Lott Monday during an appearance be-
fore the National Association of Broadcasters said the
panel of outside experts should be appointed by Presi-
dent Clinton and Congress. “Give them a limited
amount of time to give us a [CPI] number, and that’s
the one we’ll use,” Lott said. White House Press Secre-
tary Michael MeCurry told reporters the administration
supports the idea of creating a special panel of econo-
mists to weigh the CPI issue. “We’ve said the same
thing,” McCurry said of Lott’s idea. “That’s where we
think the debate ought to be resolved.”

Q Senate Labor and Human Resources Chairman
Jeffords tentatively plans to hold hearings on the nomi-
nation of Labor Secretary-designate Alexis Herman two
weeks after he receives complete answers to questions
submitted by the committee to Herman and the White
House, a spokesman said Monday. The spokesman em-
phasized those answers must be “complete” before Jef-
fords will schedule hearings. The submission of incom-
plete answers will only delay the nomination process,
he said. White House Press Secretary Michael McCurry
Monday said President Clinton still is confident Her-
man will get a hearing and will be confirmed.

0 The Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance Monday
warned against congressional attempts to revive an
1866 law allowing counties to claim road rights-of-way
in federal lands. Congress repealed the law in 1976, but
grandfathered-in valid existing claims. SUWA Execu-
tive Director Mike Matz said supporters of the law may
try to “slip a mickey” into the reauthorization of the In-
termodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act coming
before Congress this year by inserting provisions reviv-
ing the rights-of-way law. Matz said the law endangers
parks and wilderness areas by permitting local govern-
ments to build roads in them. Several Western counties
are pressing claims on public lands. Congress last year
said regulations under consideration at the Interior De-
partment for processing the claims could not take effect
unless authorized by Congress. A Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee spokesman said the com-
mittee has no plans to take up the issue.

() The Electric Utility Shareholder Alliance Monday
kicked off an advertising campaign designed to reach
members of Congress that portrays typical shareholders
as retirees living on less than $50,000 a year. Running

in Washington publications in coming weeks while
Congress is in session, the ads respond to the con-
tention that public utilities are vast, faceless corpora-
tions. Alliance Chairman Bill Steinmeier in a statement
said 64 percent of utility stock is owned by individual
investors. The organization is allied with the Edison
Electric Institute representing investor-owned utilities
that is seeking to limit the extent of federal legislation
to deregulate electric power and promote competition.
Separately, a group of business and non-profit con-
sumer associations and companies last week announced
the formation of a coalition to advocate competition in
electricity. Known as Competitive Utility Rates for
Everyone, or CURE, the group is seeking enactment of
federal and state legislation to bring a choice of electric-
ity providers to all consumers by 1998.

O Attorneys researching the contested election of Sen.
Mary Landrieu, D-La., met last week to review mate-
rial, and are expected to submit to the Senate Rules
Committee this week their analysis and recommenda-
tions on the case, according to sources. The committee
may then meet to consider the findings during the first
or second week of March. GOP nominee Louis
(Woody) Jenkins lost to Landrieu by just under 6,000
votes, but has alleged the Landrieu campaign bought
votes and that some people voted more than once or on
behalf of dead people. Republican attorney William
Canfield and Democratic attorney Robert Bauer are re-
searching and analyzing Jenkins' accusations.

U House Majority Whip DeLay and House Ways
and Means Chairman Archer have sent a letter to
Federal Transit Administration Director Gordon Linton
urging the agency to reopen funding to the Houston-
area transit authority, the Houston Chronicle reported.
The FTA recently suspended more than $50 million in
federal grants to the Houston Metro because the transit
authority no longer uses an FTA-approved affirmative
action program for contracts. Metro abandoned the
program because a U.S. district judge cons1dcrmg,a
lawsuit by contractors ordered.it to stop, saying he
likely will find the program unconstitutional. “Metro is
caught between two branches of the government telling
it to do two completely different things,” Archer and
DeLay wrote. They called on the FTA to “find a solu-
tion short of cutting off funds” while the problems are
sorted out. Contractors are challenging Metro’s pro-
gram to subcontract 21 percent of all contracting work
to woman- and minority-owned businesses. DeLay
said Linton’s letter suspending Metro’s grants “smacks
of arrogance,” and vowed Congress will review the
FTA’s budget.
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WASHINGTON

White House denies
data on inquiry sought

The White House denied Monday that President Clinton
medmelusﬂubepammm!mmnonmmmvsﬂ-
gation of whether the Chinese government had tried to ille-
gally funnel money to the Democratic National Committee.

Rep. Dan Burton, R-Ind., chairman of the House Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight Committee, had written to At-
torney General Janet Reno saying he was “gravely con-
cerned” if the report were true.

White House spokesman Mike McCurry said Burton “ap-
parently has got erroneous information.” McCurry added,
“The president sought and obtained_from the Justice De-
partment information that allows him to properiy-conduct

this pation's foreign policy and national securky afairs.”
"' dn’t-disc eI ol U Hon
I.ABﬂH IMINEE: Pusidentﬂintonwentto pa, for

ermian, whose nomination to be Labor se
ml the Democratic fund-raising scandal.
Among the questions is whether
Herman, as a White House employ-
ee, may have violated the law when
J her Office of Public Liaison invited
i Comptroller of the Currency Eugene
! Ludwig a federal banking regulator,
to a political meeting with Clinton
and bankers.
Clinton, at a White House meeting met
! with presidents ormwﬁm
. universities Monday, said
. “did a superb job for us as director of
J public liaison (and) with your help
will be a great secretary of Labor.”
- Labor Committee Chairman Jim
Jeflords, R-Vt,, said Herman's confirmation hearing is like-
ly to take place in March, depending on when the White

tion u’unﬂaltcbudmemmtnam
NATO.EXPANSION: Expanding the U.S-led NATQ i
itary alliance to former satellite states of the Soviet"Union
will cost the United States no more than $200-mllion a year
rormyeus,me o pinistrationsaid in its first com-

prehensive report on the subject. U.S. payments would be
less than 10% of the total financial burden, which will fall
mostly on the new members and the 15 other current mem-
bers, officials said. The administation put the total cost at
$27 billion to $35 billion. The Congressional Budget Office a
year ago said the cost could reach $125 billion.

‘Cravenly,’ president takes the time

By Gary Cameron, Reuers
Freebie: President Clinton shows off an $18 watch he
was given by Barry Munitz, chanoellor of the California

State University system, after ﬂ'rapresrdomuidm
large numbers were easy on his aging eyes, ‘It's the
first watch ['ve ever seen that | don't need glasses for,’
said the 50-year-old president. ‘The more expensive
they are, the smaller the numbers get." Munitz, who
chairs the American Council on Education that Clinton
was about to address, took off the watch and gave it to
Clinton. 'And cravenly, as we politicians are, | took it
without blinking,” Clinton said.

art mmmunmmmmnmm:
in the future,” he said with a smile.

CLARIFICATION: A story Monday should have said
Thomas “Mack” McLarty is President Clinton's special en-
voy fo uunmmmummmuammne

e times in 1096 with Mark Jimenez, a Miami busi-
NESSIT: whmmnmnyhumaniveduﬁngslnuﬂn

GO chairman keeps low profile

jes Nicholson, the new chairman of- the Republican
- Committee and the party’s I spokesman, is
peping a low national press profile. In

s, he has turned down most requests for major profile

nearly six |

invitations to appear on the net- |

nterviews and postponed
works' Sunday political talk shows.
Meanwhile, his newly elected
Democratic Colorado

counterpart,
Gov. Roy Romer, is making the me-
dia rounds, even though his party is
under fire for possible illegal fund-
raising. Romer faced the music Sun-
day on ABC's This Week.

Political reporters are beginning to
wonder whether Nicholson, far less
experienced with the media than
Romer, Is a little unsure of himself
having to follow the loquacious Haley
Barbour in the GOP post. Not so, says
spokeswoman Mary Crawford: “He's
had his priorities in places other than

the media, like tungloeu.henﬁmncemuandmng
mealntlﬂmlﬂkmdw" left over-from the "96

epub
teeman from Colorado, also is tending to party-building
business, appearing last weekend at the Califorinia state
GOP convention in Sacramento and in Delaware Monday
at a state GOP dinner.

But the Washington media are getting restless and calling
for the Repuiblican chief to come out and play. Be patient,

mﬁwdnyx“ﬂe'spningmdywdema little more
time to it"

— Richard Benedetto

By Paul Leavitt

USA TODAY -
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1997
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Going to Bat for a Nominee

President Clinton praised his nominee for Labor colleges and universities. Mr. Clinton said Ms. Her-
Secretary, Alexis M. Herman, lower right, ina White  man, whose nomination 'has been stalled in the
House meeting yesterday with presidents of black  Senate, “will be a great Secretary of Labor.”

|
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'No Herman hearing pending query result

By Brian Blomquist

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A Senate committee won’t hold
a hearing on President Clinton's
nominee for labor secretary,
Alexis M. Herman, until three or
four weeks after she has answered
about 100 questions related to her
role in the Democratic fund-
raising scandal, her personal fi-
nances and other issues.

Sen. James M. Jeffords, Ver-
mont Republican and chairman of
the Senate Labor and Human Re-
sources Committee, sent the que-
ries to Miss Herman on Friday, He
said they deal with “five different
areas,” but he wouldn’t be specific.

However, Mr. Jeffords already
has shown an interest in:

e How Miss Herman, while she
was chief of staff at the Demo-
cratic National Committee, came

to own about $500,000 worth of
downtown property without put-
ting up any of her own money.

® Miss Herman's role in a fund-
raiser attended by Mr. Clinton,
DNC officials, 17 bankers and the
comptroller of the currency, Eu-
gene Ludwig, whose invitation
céame through Miss Herman's of-

ce.

® Whether Miss Herman and
Ernest G. Green, as high-ranking
officials in President Carter’s La-
bor Department, inappropriately
accepted consulting fees from re-
cipients of grants and contracts,
which they sent out in the final
days of the Carter administration.

® Whether Miss Herman vio-
lated the Hatch Act by directing a
White House working group aimed
at getting blacks to vote for Demo-
crats.

© What role Miss Herman had in

hiring an employee of the DNC to
work as a “volunteer” in the White
House Office of Public Liaison,
which she directed.

Despite recent pleadings for a
swift hearing from the White
House, labor leaders, and groups
representing blacks and women,
Mr. Jeffords said yesterday the
schedule for a hearing “is very ten-
uous right now”

- The purpose of the questions,
Mr. Jeffords said, is to allow sen-
ators to focus on Labor Depart-

ment issues when the hearing fi-.

nally takes place.

“What I'm trying to do is to get
the hearing focused on the Labor
Department and what kind of sec-
retary she would make,” he said.

He said the other senators on the
panel would “at least have the an-
swers” in written form to ques-
tions about Miss Herman's busi-

| Zhe Washington Times |
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-for her confirmation.

ness dealings and other issues.

Mr. Jeffords said the commit- '

tee's Republican staff came up
with the questions to ask Miss Her-
man. He said Democratic staff
members were not asked to come
up with their own questions.

The White House effort to save
Miss Herman's nomination has in-
tensified in the last several days.
Mr. Clinton said yesterday Miss
Herman would make a “great” la-
bor secretary. He also spoke in her
behalf last Thursday.

At a White House meeting with
presidents of black colleges and
universities, Mr. Clinton singled
out Miss Herman, saying she “did
a superb job for us as director of
public liaison [and] with your help
will be a-great secretdry of labor” |

On Friday, White House Chief of

Staff Erskine Bowles met with 75 \ -

representatives from labor, wom-

en’s and civil rights groups to urgel
them to ratchet up their supp;gr‘:

-



> ByPete,rBaker et
’ WMMSWIM . .. ‘._ §ote

ASemtecmumtteeyesterdaypostpmedforﬂiesewﬂ.
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Peia for energy secretary, even-as another panel moved
dosertoscheduhngamxﬁrmatzmheatmgforﬁlmsh{.
Herman, his choice for labor secretary.

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Comm;ttee

had been slated to vote on Pena Wednesday but canceled

the meeting. The Sénate Labor and Human Resources Com-

mittee announced it would set a hearing for Herman two

weeks after receiving White House answers to inquiries. -
The up-and-downdevelopmentsreﬂectthetrwﬂeCﬁn—

ton has had in pushing through the final few members of his

new Cabinet. But White House officials said they do not be- |

hevethelatatdelayhemldsauysermsdanga'form
and they took heart from Herman's movement forward.
Pena’s nomination appears caught up, in part, in a dispute
between Sen. Frank H. Murkowski (R-Alaska) and the
W]uteHouseoverthestorageoimm.{earwaste. B
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eaxpectbusnessestotake steps
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t aspaxtcfananonmdefederﬂm-

competlt re-Who brought whistle-blower
,_-sm ~against the company and-who will
share the proceeds of the settlement with
thefeda‘algovemmentuuderaformﬂato
..be determined in court.

+:, The SmithKline labs ate the third largest

a -network of clinical laboratories in the coun-

try, conducting more than 100 million med-
. ical tests a year. Based in Collegeville, Pa.,
“ 'the company has 10,500 employees and
hadsalesof$l3bllhoniastymr awordmg
toacampanyspokmm

“ Jan “Leschly, chsefexaemtwem‘Snnth—
‘m Beecham; said in 2 statement that the

RO rat‘onels, “never intentionally violated
any ws;”-and that the decision to settle
thecase"*wasdnvenbythemommuspo—
w:thlengthyhﬁgahoa."
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Wellstone’s trek “If you are in her database, you
. Paul Wellston tq__ . _may think that surely your file,
in the footsteps TT— “Centaining private information

Kennedy, whose visit to Missis-
sippi 30 years ago publicized hun-
A South.

crat will retrace Mr. Kennedy's
1967 trip to the Mississippi Delta,
Associated Press reports, hinting
at a possible run for the presi-
de“fywmﬂ:mmmmmm
“I am to travel the

and breadth of this country, as
Robert Kennedy did 30 ago
and as Eleanor Roosevelt did dur-
ing the ression, to observe
the face of American poverty —

P
not only “an unpreceden!
abuse of federal power in
fund raising,” but an
privacy, too.

So writes New York Times col-
umnist William Safire, who says
the computerized list of 355,000
names ts “the rape of in-
dividual privacy.”

The columnist calls the data-
base “Hillary's List,” because the
first lady was personally involved

tical
of

in setting it up.

about race and religion that uni-
versities and companies are pro-
hibited from collecting about you,
will be del}led to anybody outside

repeatedly that ‘the Privacy Act
[5 U.S.C. 552a] does not apply’ to
the White House Office.

hasn't had any difficulties with
the networks himself and said Re-

publicans are part of the prob-
lem, Associated Press reports.

are outraged, saying the “harass-
ment” underlines the need for
government action.

A number of senators who
were buried under hundreds of

mittee when Mr. Dodd was gen-
eral chairman of the latter.

Timely gift

system, and used itas a

cam| -finance reform prop.
“I it without ing,” Mr.

Clinton told the American -

cil on Education, whose chairman

LY

is Mr. Munitz. “It’s the firs.

I've ever seen that [ don't nee

glasses for. The more expensive

they are, the smaller the numbers -

set-n .

Mr. Clinton raised his wrist to

show the audience his new watch,

after saying:

- “mﬁinammuphcrein

Washington these days about

campaign contributions. Every-
pt&)bh‘gﬂmding.So

wants to go to i

we seem destined to some period

of hand-wringing.

“And since we’re in the of

g
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" Jeffords says panel ready 0 hold labor nominee’s hearmgs

Tb.lmdﬂdfnn

- MONTPELIER — US. Sen,
James Jefords, R-Vt, said his
{abor and Human Resources
Commilice vl finally hoid hear-
ings on Presideat Clislen’s em-
batlled nomrinee to bead [he La-
bor Department,

+ Jellords, who was sppointed
vhaiman of the committes this
year, said he would schedule

mgs on the loog-delayed
pominetion of Alexis Hermaa.
The bearings bad been on hold
ﬂiehntekcpublmmman-
pﬂm'smkmDmnmtc

§ind-raising efforts.

we will be holding hearings,” Jef-
fords said, “We've not set & date
a1 (kis point,”

Herman’s nomination hss
bees plagued almost from its io-
ceptios two months #go by accs-
salions that the White House of-
fice she managed doring Clinton's
fisl feon was impropedy in-
volved In Democratic fund-(ais-
ing. Amoog ofber activiies, Lhe
olfice invited 8 senior federsl
bank regulalor lo sttend a White
House mesting betwsen Clinton
and Democratic contribylers i
Lhe banking industry.

Hetman is Lhe only one of
Clinions Cabinet choices who
hes wol beep confiemed or placed
on the Senate’s calendar for 2

“1 will be znnouncing Mandsy bearing,

that, depending o cerfain things,

..
- .
—

Jeffords' committee hes besn

al the center ;

of the investi- :
gition and
d:em

criticism over
the stalled

nomination.

m “Cl. . )
Chﬁmcg:— R V4
plained 1
Teffords hss Jamss Jeffords
menrﬂiﬂem’s
heanngs and thet “it’s time o get
on wilh this.”

*T doa't know that (bere bes
ever been 3 person nominsted for
secretsry of Jsbor thal had as
much broad suppod in the busi-
ness and the Isbor commonilies,”

Clinton ssid. *H anybody wants
lo voie against bey for whatever

. ———— = -

that. Baf she deserves a hearing,
Acd if sbe gets 3 hearing, she's
going to be confimmed.”

Jelfords said Seturday that tbe

" defays bave been laggely the result

of pew disclosures sbout Her-

_man's role in fund raisisg.

“The White House hes been
helding it up,” he said “Every

day there’s been new revelations

aboul (be things she’s been io-

volwed in. ... Fer iovolvement in

White Hovse fund raising is

wha's holding vp her nomi-

petion”
Jellords said he intends lo fo-

— —

relating lo Herman's qmalification  L2ke place, concentrale oa iss
as labor secretary. relative 1o her being secretacy 3

“We are doing everything we ot concentrate on lrrelevancie
should be doing in order 1o make  Jelfords said.




"REVIEW & OUTLOOK

Quota Person

The more we look at President

Clinton’s nomination of Alexis Her- -
ma.ntobeLaborSemtawthamm-'
e usaignufl ts f Iﬁe?;ttestoth
. quota ents for 3
-Democratic”convention—* ;and |

we wonder what the White. House

could have been ‘thinking. Amid a"-
cam -contributions mae!s“tmm i
peugs . dmpleément - afffrmative * action

they name a pemn—the director: ot
the White House Office of Public Liai-
son—who is almost certainly at or
near the eye of the storm (yes, we
know, she was oblivious to it all, never
came in contact, etc.). Now comes ev-
idence of the rankest sort of quota-

~mongering by the person nominatedto: -
{nead one of the nation’s mostwork ¢

iforce-sensitive offices.
The White House tells us that the
jchart below was part of a larger memo

Recam

created for and “In consultation with”

a working group headed by Ms. Her-
man during her White House-tenure.
The memo is titled “Proposal to En-
hance Administration Outreach to the
African-American Community Jn
1996.” Its existence was first reported
by two weeklies, the Forward and Hu-
" man Events.

! . Now, it is obviously appropriate for

I the White House to reach out to the

| African-American community, and
i aggressively, in a Presidential cam-

/paign. What is striking about this.

chartiathapmgmmmﬂcmmd-seut
displays. Indeed, the chartiis of a,
plece with the very same sort of-docu-

grams-with specific goals and fiffieta-
bles for African Americans, Hispan-
ics, Native Americans, Am.n/Paciﬁc
Americans and women” ‘(Review &
Outlook, “The Quota Oonvenﬁon.
8/26/96). ¥
One exculpatory We to all \

this might be that the Democrats* in-.

ternal *political atrangements :are |

their own business. We agree. The

more compelung image to’ emerse

from these pra.ctices.

b

#l ory is “mend it, don’t ehd it,”

! and that in its formal submis-

b slmlstotheu.borDepart-
.mernt Texaco won't]

.. i show, the 1990 .are tuminz
- | out to be the decade in which;

#| our national controversy over
emy to reside :in .the corporation.
Along with the EEOC, the Labor De-
partment is-at center stage.. Labor’s’
Office of Federal Contract Com;
Programs regularly ‘most For-
mnemcompa.nlesontheiratﬁrma
tive action practices;:through the fed-
eral contract connection, Labor has

thepnwertoremﬂatemorethanhalf _

pmduceachmjust m.’-_
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. ‘Rat in a box’
ik o
tewater
time for re

“Someone hits one side, and he’
runs to the other side. They hit
that side, and he runs to the other
side. He is truly tra 4

Asked if she be %
to testify before a grand jury
a different independent counsel,
Mrs. McDougal replied: “Abso-
lutely. This is-a tainted investiga-
tion. I don't j out
there doesn't beli Ken-

bid
hawred of e p tang thewe,_

mt.i.ud MecCain, Arizona
argued that their leg-

uhuonhldpmedmwvmh g
1, ad host Tim

Russert, continued to sdvance his
argument.

“We're talking about giving to

and and what .

kicked off this de 'ni:::.it's
t to remember, is illegal
. This is an Indone-

. sian rupee, We're what
kicked off this whole &o“i:m
influenced Amer-
ican elections, and I think it's ex-
t to remember

that American citizens have a

constitutional right to participate
in politics, a constitutional right,”
Mr, McConnell said.

Liberalism redux
‘-Wmmm
in their clothing immedi-

RUARY 24, 1997,

MONDAY, FEB

1989.

governor in ‘
TheS‘D-{uMldM: Florio said
uthil

doesn’t mean he's out of po--
“I am not going away,” he told

Yo the point

:,
i
:
i

)

Chung, the Taiwanese American-
who gave $366,000 to the Demo-
crats, as ‘a hustler!

“Yet Chung met with Clinton at
least 11 times, Indeed, in the

o
Sk
i

:
Ed
g
g
g
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WASHINGTON TODAY: Money and politics are common themes with Herman
With BC-Bio Box-Herman

By DONALD M. ROTHBERG= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) Rumpled, gruff, street-smart Paul Tully always opened the
meetings with exaggerated politeness. ~"Madam, and how are you today?''
Slender, cool Alexis Herman unfailingly responded in her soft Alabama drawl,
“"I'm just fine, Paul.''

Then the battle began, Tully demanding more money for Democratic campaign:
and Herman keeping a firm hand on the purse strings.

In that 1992 campaign year, Tully, then the Democratic Party's political
director, smelled victory and was always looking for more money for this or
that House or Senate campaign. As party executive director, Herman was the o
who often had to say no.

Now, President Clinton is pressing a Republican-run Senate to say yes to
Herman's nomination to be secretary of labor.

““She deserves a hearing and if she gets a hearing she's going to be
confirmed, '' Clinton said last week. Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., chairman of
the Senate Labor Committee, has said he will not schedule a hearing until he
gets answers to questions about Herman's past activities.

As so often is the case with Herman, most of the questions involve money
and politics, particularly her work for Democratic causes while on the White
House staff.

Among the questions being asked: What role did she have in arranging-the
White House coffee klatch that gave political contributors from the banking
industry a chance to chat with the president and the government's chief
banking regulator?

White House officials say documents show that Herman did not attend the
event and did not know that it was arranged by the Democratic National
Committee and that Comptroller of the Currency Eugene Ludwig was on the gues
liat.

Yet Herman's strongest supporters describe her as highly organized, a
master of detail.

““Alexis is a very strong manager,'' said Mark Steitz, who was
communications director of the DNC when Herman was executive director and
Tully was running the political division.

““The skill of knowing how to understand people, understand situations an
manage them, those were the things that allowed her to be the tough cop to R
Brown's always smiley, funny cop,'' said Steitz. Brown, who later became
Clinton's commerce secretary, was party chairman and Herman's political
patron.

When Clinton took office in 1993, Herman was named director of the White
House Office of Public Liaison. -

Clinton has described Herman as one of Brown's closest advisers. When the
commerce secretary was killed in a plane crash in the Balkans last April,
Herman played the lead role in making arrangements for his funeral.

Herman's White House job involves building coalitions around issues and
working with constituency groups, especially when they are unhappy. Her
ability to mingle and sooth ruffled feelings earned her the sobriquet -~ Quee
of Schmooze.''

~~I feel like I've known Alexis forever,'' said Bill Lynch, who was a
deputy mayor of New York during the administration of David Dinkins. Lynch
worked with Herman and Brown when they joined the Jesse Jackson presidential
campaign just before the 1988 Democratic National Convention.

“*She has this kind of genteel facade,'' said Lynch. ~"But she's tough as
nails inside and takes no prisoners.''

The 49-year-old Herman was born into politics in Mobile, Ala. Her father
sued the state Democratic Party to force it to give blacks the vote. He late
became the first black ward leader in the state.

President Carter named her director of the Women's Bureau in the Labor



-

Department. When she left government service, Herman formed a company tc hel
recruit black women for corporations.

The Rev. Calvin Harper worked with Herman in the mid 1980s when he was 1ir
charge of recruiting for the research and development division of Procter &
Gamble Co.

Herman was hired to help employees ~“develop the skills to help them
function in the corporate environment.''

Harper cited the case of a black woman with a doctorate in biochemistry
who was having difficulty fitting in at Procter & Gamble.

““A good scientist but having trouble working into the system,'' he said.
Herman pointed out the need to get the woman plugged into the informal compz
network that involved socializing over lunch or at the company fitness club.

*“Alexis was able to make that kind of thing happen and this young lady
now is probably at the associate director level,'' said Harper.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Donald M. Rothberg has covered politics and national
affairs in Washington for The Associated Press since 1966.

ok ko filed by:APE- (--) on 02/24/97 at 01:28EST ***x*
**%* printed by:WHPR(JMAS) on 02/24/97 at 08:34EST ***x*
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Jeffords's shady tactics
By Thomas Oliphant, Globe Columnist, 02/23/97
WASHINGTON

Off his independent record and as a product of
fair-minded Vermont, Senator James M. Jeffords
should know better than to play the race card.

The fact that he doesn't demonstrates just how deep
and ugly America's historical race stain is.

The new chairman of the Senate Labor Committee
can shout till all of his state's famed dairy cows come
home that he refuses to hold a hearing on the
nomination of Alexis Herman to be secretary of labor
because he is trying to resolve "questions" and
“issues" about her. He loves to use the word *fair."

But that's all baloney, and worse.

The deeper truth is that Jeffords's decision to cast his
lot with Lott (as in Trent) and help orchestrate a
smear campaign against Herman that has no
evidentiary basis is taking temporary root in the most
foul of soils.

The only reason Jeffords's tactics have held up the
nomination so far is that they feed off the unspoken
assumption that there must be something to
investigate in the background of a highly successful
business consultant and politician (driving a Jaguar,
no less) who happens to be a black woman.

The premise is accepted by white people and is
especially pernicious because the acceptance is
instinctive, tacit and unexamined - all evidence of
how serious our continuing national problem
remains. So is the fact that most white people recoil
in horror when the underlying prejudice in their
behavior is analyzed. Jeffords already recoiled, but

http://search.boston.com/globe/cgi-bin/.. ID=9718618191+0+0+0& W AlSaction=retrieve
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that doesn't let him off the hook.

The fact is that white men from both parties with
Alexis Herman's background and record in
government, business and politics have been
confirmed by the dozens for senior positions in
defense, intelligence, energy, housing, transportation,
scientific work, and Jeffords has routinely voted for
them.

The fact is that his refusal to air the Herman
nomination in public - which would result
immediately in her confirmation - has nothing to do
with White House coffees or other campaign matters.
In private, one-on-one discussions with senators
(including Lott), there is no question she hasn't
answered.

But it gets worse. The real source of the political
trouble is Jeffords' desire to turn her professional life
for the past decade-plus upside down and inside out.
It's been done to her before and always with the same
result: nothing, not even a charge.

The origin is in 1981, after the Republicans had taken
the Senate and Ronald Reagan the presidency. Sen.
Orin Hatch, Republican of Utah, then the Labor
Committee chairman, decided to probe postelection
contracting decisions by the Carter administration.
The only two Labor Department officials put under
his microscope happened to be black: Herman and
Ernest Green.

Nothing happened. No charges, no evidence, no
broken rules, much less broken laws. Just success,
and the evidence of that has been on the public record
in the form of her financial reports ever since she
joined President Clinton's senior staff.

The same material, however, was abused by Jeffords
last November in seeking to block Herman's
nomination, and that same material has been
regularly recycled out of his committee into the
media to raise "‘questions" that Jeffords then cites as
grounds to postpone the hearings at which he would
have to ask them before TV cameras, and Herman
would have the chance to answer them under oath.

So would a number of Fortune 500 companies ready
to cite Herman's record of accomplishment as their

http://search.boston.com/globe/cgi-bin/...ID=9718618191+0+0+0& W AlSaction=retrieve
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retainer.

It is one of the genuine absurdities of modern
Washington that Jeffords is in effect the source of the
very ‘"questions" he says the news accounts of the
same old material raise. In fact, the Jeffords tactic
assumes Herman can be nibbled to death without a
hearing, that Clinton will fold. And behind that is the
instinctive, race-based suspicion of a black woman's
success.

That assumption's cover has now been blown by
Clinton himself. No more private attempts to broker
the nomination. This is now a campaign, and the
word from the president is that it is personal. It is
also aided by the participation of two powerful forces
that backed other candidates until the president made
his decision: the labor movement and Jeffords'
ranking committee Democrat, an increasingly upset
Edward M. Kennedy.

Jeffords's refusal to act needs the shadows to succeed
because he has no case to make publicly, where he
would have to confront Herman and her business
allies.

. But what he has done is more sinister than merely
blowing smoke from the dark shadows. It is the
political equivalent of night riding.

Thomas Oliphant is a Globe columnist.

This story ran on page e7 of the Boston Globe on
02/23/97.
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eertt | Kiernan

‘Who can
pass this
test? .

he was bona it Mobile, Ala,, in

July of 1947,

or firat taste of politics

came early, when hey father sued the -
state’s Democerats 10 win black voting
rights in porty clections, Later he be-
came Alabama’s Nirst African Ameri-
can ward leader.

She attended a black Catholi¢ high
school, and was once suspended for

officials why only white stu-
dents were allowed to participate in
ithe annual religious pageant.

Later, armed with a college ::sm,
she returncd to Mobile and joi
successful efTorts to desegregate the
lcity’s parochial ¢chools. A social
worker with Catholic Charities, she
warked to inorease job opportunities
for shipyard workers. Next, in Atlanta,
she ran a program that placed minor-
ity women in management jobs.

in New York City, she

morked dt a consulting firm that man-
sdgod 30 priograms to approntice
women in nontraditional jobs. Her
succeas thegre caught the attention of
Jimmy Carter’s administration. In
1977 ahe was named head of the
Women's Bureau at the Labor Depart-

ant, The youngest person ¢ver to

that office, she was 30,

After the 1950 election, she opened
her own consulting firm, helping busi--
nesses develop training programs.
With clients like Burger King, Levi
Strauss and Procter & Gamble, she
was in high demand. On ona T

n Washington, D.C, = a mid-1980s
200 million development known as
arket Square — her Fny for coordi-
nating hiring of minority workers in-
cluded a fractional ownership.

' But dpu!i'llc: was in her blood. She
worked (or the Democratic Party,
managing Jesse Jackson’s bids at the
party conventions in 1984 and 1988,
and joining the Democratic Nationat
Committe¢ thercafler.

DNC head Ron Brown made her

hief of stalf for the 1992 conventlon,
When Bill Clinton won, she co-di-~
rected his transition team.

Then Clinton nemed her head of
{he White House Office of Public Liai-
son. Her éll)h was ro build public sup-
port for J:n.on policies, but she was

lso considered inMuential in deliver-

ng messages from the business com-
munity to the president.

Stephen [

Often her ofiice browght executives |
in o meet Clinton. In May she re- 3
calved a list ol bankers to invite for)
coflee with the president, The weok-
end belore, she jaarned it was not a
White [Housa svent bul a eamparign
meeting, and a banking regulator
would be there, so she did not attend,

Clinton won re-clection; some of
his si1afTers chose to roturn to private
ife, Labor Seoretary Robert Reich was
among thom, and in December she
was nominated [or his post. The presi-
dent’s cabinct. The anly Alrican
American woman in his eabinet,

It was a long, long way from 1947
Mobite. But then Lthe sther side of pol-
itics reared up. The u&ly side,

Now ghe is undor fire [or her own-
ership in Market Squars, because 12
years laler her | percent iz worth
$500,000, Critics ask, did she earn 1t?
‘Now she is suspected of using White
House resources for campalgn pur-
poses, at others on Clinton's team
clearly have,

In neither casc is she charged with

' dolng anything ilicgal. Senale GOP
leador Trant Lowtt met with her last
weok and said as much.

. Yet her confirmation {s stalled. The

' Senale Labor Commitice will not even
set a date for her hearing. Alver a life

.of accomplishment en behalf of
women, minorities and workers, she is
caught in the web of partisan spiders.

* This is what Washington has be-
come; this is partly wherc public dis-
gust develops. Arc we Jooking for
saints or o holdors? Is there any-
one whose past can withstand meticu-
lous, adversarial, public review?

Time to name names, Hers is
Alexis Herman. And who is the chaire

-

- man of the commlittee holding the

reins to her Mature, while also stalling
: notion on issucs conceming the na-
T tion's businesses and labor intorests?
. Why, it's Vermout's junior sonator,
Jamos JelTords.
“Olose ta FHame"” ix a weelkly comsmentary on
- prubilie Irs. To reach Stephen Riernan, call
" e
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" Callthe Law

~Is there a Justice Department equivalent of
police radio? If so, it is time for the dispatcher to
broadcast something like this: Calling the Attorney
General! Calling the Attorney General! A Federal
law enforcement official is needed at the Executive
Mansion. That location is about 1,200 yards from

your office and can be identified by the presence of

tourists, Democratic National Committee employ-
ees and strangers bearing gifts.

- 'It can be argued, of course, that the tintinnabu-
lating outrages of President Clinton’s fund-raising
are no joking matter. But a burst of horrified
amusement still seems a defensible response to the
events of the past week, when we learned that the
White House has been crawling for the last four
years with salaried D.N.C. employees and that John
Hiang may be bargaining for immunity before he
will explain his marvelous talent for turning Asian
businessmen into Clinton donors.

' On this Sunday, as on last Sunday, we start our
review of these events by pondering the where-
abotits of the nation’s Attorney General, Janet Reno.
We hate to be repetitious, but General Reno’s insist-
ence that she is waiting for “credible evidence”
before appointing an independent counsel has now
reached the point of mindlessness. By the standards
that applied in the Carter, Reagan and Bush Admin-

istrations, the threshold for appointing an independ--

ent counsel has been reached and passed. If she will
bitt look, Ms. Reno will see a pervasive pattern of
rgckless behavior and an array of suspicious inci-
dents that cry out for an independent counsel.

| Itis possible, of course, that no Federal bribery
or. conflict-of-interest laws have been broken, but
any common-sense observer has to be impressed
with the utter recklessness of the Clinton and D.N.C.
fund-raising operations. The NBC News report that

D.N.C. staff members have been working inside the

White House for the last four years is the latest
proof of that recklessness. For decades, both Repub-
lican and Democratic Presidents have observed a
general protocol of separation between the Presi-
dency and party activities. But it seems that no real
compartmentalization ever existed in the Clinton
Administration. Indeed, the NBC report established
that some of these D.N.C. employees had access to
White House computers and worked directly for

" such high-ranking figures as Alexis Herman, whose

Office of Public Liaison was already suspected of

B T ML

-

coordinating White House invitations with D.N.C.
fund-raising. & ' :

The activity fits a pattern. A number of undis-
puted journalistic accounts have shown that well
before the election, Mr. Clinton and his deputy chief
of staff, Harold Ickes, were planning how to raise
and spend the television advertising money needed
to rebuild Mr. Clinton’s approval rating. There are
laws restricting such fund-raising and limiting the
political activities of Government employees. One
of the issues before an independent counsel or
Justice’s public integrity section will be whether
Mr. Ickes, while on the Federal payroll, and at the
President’s direction, was the de facto director of
the campaign’s organizational and financial arms.

Presidents and their White House aides are
inevitably involved in campaign planning. But by
openly bartering Presidential invitations for politi-
cal contributions, and by relentlessly mixing the
official and the political, this Administration has
gone so far beyond the normal rules of political
behavior and the traditional interpretation of Fed-
eral law that even so dogged a Democrat as Pat
Moynihan has now concluded that the matter is too
sensitive for handling by the investigators who
report to Ms. Reno.. S

So far, the Attorney General seems to have
relied on the coincidence theory to delay her ap-
pointment of an independent counsel. In other
words, it is still officially regarded as a coincidence,
rather than a provable and possibly illegal quid pro
quo, that John Huang's campaign donors got meet-
ings with Mr. Clinton or policy discussions from his
Administration. Mr. Huang’s decision to invoke the -
Fifth Amendment rather than give requested docu-
ments to Congress severely wounded the coinci-
dence theory. So did the report in The Washington
Post that Rawlein Soberano, a vice president of the
American-Asian Business Roundtable, has accused

. Mr. Huang of asking him to launder contributions.

-From President Clinton right down to the lowli-
est D.N.C.-paid “volunteer,” this outfit raised mon-
ey as if there were no rules. Maybe they were lucky
or smart enough to have stayed inside the laws
governing bribery and political activities by Fed-
eral employees. But there are so many indications
to the contrary that only an independent counsel can -
deliver a judgment that the public will trust.

Rt e e
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