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SOUTH DAKOTA 
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OTEBOOK 

January 8, 1_~3 
TOLL FREE 1.-2~1 . 'll~ , 

My f 
,l,.,,.um,l,. J ~ncl-~ t. of tho us. Trad, Rep.-e,entative. 
_pa I: !~,r• ~9~ According to Daschle spokeswoman 

It ma be ·a tad e~g to ~t Ranit Schmelzer, the Senator says 
to Wii~g letters of ference fot~' he doesn't remember how he me~ 
ple 'o'n~;barely lmOJ 1 but nevertlt~ ···t Huang, who became Deputy Assistant 
less~ t's the poliitio taken by sfil"i.:}! Secretary at Commerce, and has no 
atej;rrlriprity leadef,rom Daschl :I "~' recollection of any "economic devel­
sbd\~en it com'.? his hearty Jee~ opment projects" the two of them col­
OllJ.lneP:dation:ofone Jj ):in Huang toJ laborated on. But Huang did arrange 
th: :Qliaton ~ifion ~am in 1993~1- an April 1991 fund-raising lunch in 
"I• • veJmown.fop,p Huang for ~ urfJ. l.os Angeles for the Senator. Daschle 
years, having,worl(ed with him on a~ has returned the roughly $3,000 
n~'be.'.of eoon9-tfilc d~ elopme'» • raised at that lunch from Huang and 
prof ·:» Dasc@.e wro~ to transj his wife Jane; James Riady, who was 
~,~ Ric~~ y. "I can; ,I Huang's boss at Lippo; Maria Hsia, 
so~attest to Jonn's strong back , ~- ; who would later co-chair the infamous 
gro d}D trage!iuid P cific Rim .. ,,;;~ 1996 Buddhist-temple fund raiser 
~-" Hua.ng1 w. o ~ become the attended by Al Gore; and.several oth­
syifi6off,of shadx_ De,m~ratic fwrdtrajs~ ers. Daschle was not alone in recom-
ing,· . then ari' executive with the'lf'. r mending Huang: the businessman 
Ina n~-based:Uppo Group CQ~ ?;. was also tipped for a job in a recently 
gloi;netate, and in)~~ed in positw~ released 1992 Democratic National 
at~ minerce, Treasury and the o'l6ce Committee memo. - Sy Vlwca Novak ~r , 1fr..i 

TIME, MAY 12, 1997 

Don't Step 
On My 
Weekend 
It's been a-trying 
couple of weeks 
for Harrison , 
Ford. First;his'' ' 
leading la<ly in'!! 
the µpcoming ;.,. • l 

, Si.x.D<llJs/Seven., .. 
N~, Al\P,e ;t_(.:i .~ 

•• HE!i::he; oveilrugnt ', 
-~-e,t:ij';; • .,1':',~ " ~ 

,.~ .. ~ ', 
• t W.%!9's ~n~;,wost famqw; les-

b~~en;.bed~ed thafiiox 
~-i.an~ yni: want to O~ their 
J jom,t $2001irull1on productiQ.D, fi­
.·ii~nic, on Jul)'.-~. ~ -right up ~gainst 
~'.flus1}ig:su' :eH)icture,Ai~' Force 
• '~ '-•-'• ~ 1-::.• ___ ..J by Co b' ; , . "'=mg1;e ~ um 111. 

/M.~,;_,_.. ord·Bp:generated a lofofloot 
t,i for :PNamQuntq:ver the }'ea!Si play­
~<fugyaj:ioµs ln~~ones o~Tom 
~:)ciaiicy,h,e~!pie ttm: reminded 
. , P~ount$'f:tfult in a F~ call 

' to ,sfutli.o ~fonathan Dolg~n, in 
.,:;whi~ be.$Ju~ecfthat Do~en 
•\ kin~f ~~t/lff#.ic t4e ~ell l t of 
''"1his way. The$~er JS alre!idY 
. crowded ~ -th ~y cin • ice­

~- oe ~ :;n_cluding Qmspimc!/·J.'heo­
;· .ry;~mni')feI Q~n andJiilia 
t lfu~~~dOO~to 
-~:openpnJu:ly~ ·,."' . 

fP.i~ mi~%ti~ve known,t<>r a, 
while that ,T~ simply wtiilldn t 

·_., be shipshaJk:ilnhne for its :J'ufy 2 
• , release date.·wtnit's not clear~ 

whether the ~ be rea:df in 
tim6 for anY- swpme-r date. ~ 

~ unpalatable altema'.tive is tQ hold it 
for Nov.ember. Until then, Fox in­
curs more tlian $5 m,plion a in.on 
in interest chatges. • ; 

Fox studio chief Bill >Mecljaiiic 
says_th~ Titanic footage looks 
great and the decisi6n to ni~'e the 
movie will seem a 16. smarter, 
once the public gets a look at i 
But given the jam-packed-~ n, 
there's no place to Mt'.~this ~ n 
liner. Meanwhile, A~f!Force One 
has been generating great b~. 
Should the Ford Biel.< be;!orc&l 
into a battle with TitaJ @;au~­
ences will have- to choose beteen 
the two, giving Titan?Q,.a: chance to 
sink yet again. -If)' Kim 
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Appearances 
~ be deceiving, 

··Herman says • 
By Edward T. Pound aet off Ille &f'OWld. Waver 
USA TODAY was blred to market-the pro, 

ject In sul>Salwa Africa. 
Alexis Berman, tbe ronner Last ran. In a move ber 

White HOUie aide wbo was lawyer aid was unrelaled to 
sworn In as Labor leCretlry the project, Weaver became 
1bilr1day, acknowledlel she a major Democratic ~ 
abould bave been more ~ contributor. She ·and .ber m­
flll about appearances 1n her ter ave mo,ooo to ~ or­
cleallDO wltb a fl1eod and po&atioos. 1111.e and federal 
former bullDell ISIOClate. campl,lp records lboW. 

Herman'• ltltement wu Waver allo took Rabman 
her ant public commeat ca to a fUDd.raller In subwtlan 
repcr1.1 suaestlnc tbat sbe Walblllgllla ·~ be ipOke 
may; bave med b.er Wlllte brlety with President Qin-
House office to beoeftt a ton. Herman attended the If• 
friend, Vaoeua W.eaver, a fair. 
WashiDP' m91rrnen1 'XIII- RabmaD met Hennao 1ast 
'IUllaol. Al dlredor of the Of. May 22 at a botel bar In 
Ice ot Public UalloG tor tbe Wubloaton. Weaver an~ 
past tour yean, Berman pro- Yene. w6o bave llnce fallen 
Yided extraordinary White out, arraiipd tbe aet.toaetb­
House 11009 to Wea\ler and er. AccclrdlJII to Yene. hh-
10111e ot ber cllellls. maa ·delcrlbed tbe cllJBcul. 

ID respome to a cootlnulog tle1 lo-1ettlog a federal 
USA TODAY IDquiJy, Her- , liceole tor tbe project. • 
man aid In a OD May 28; 
ltltemeot last accordlo1 to 
week tllat ~ baokln& re•. 
lie . offlcl ala 00l'dl, Rabman 
"IDU!lt llU IP&' bepil payln& 

. clal care to 115,000-a• 

=1:.:'!: • =.ito1n1: , 
tbe appearance men ta and 
ot lmproprl• Bullnea Devel-
dy." opmentl, the firm then 

Herman acuowled&ed owned bY wa.ver and Yene. 
Ille "lllould bave been,more Weaver, Rahman and the 
attentive to tbe ract tbat. even Wlllte HOUie sttooalY dlsput,. 
social l.oteractiou ml&bt, ed Yaie'I ll000UDt of the 
without DIY tnow\edle. 91!:rVe uieedn&, They aid It wai ID 
a commercial purpo11 tor lnnoo,Jous lOClal Ptberina of 
others." However,· she -llid, on)y a tew mlnuta 1'he ateJ. 
lbe had "Dever' Uled my poll- Ute project. Ibey aid, never 
don ID lbe Wlllte BOUie" to• came up. Tbe ~ House 
list-Weaver. allo said Berman met Rah- • 

The :White House said man ~ few" mqre ~ but 
ThuJ'lday lbe siatement ad- bad "Do reoollectlon" ot ever 
dremesaownberofmeetiogs dllclmtni the project with 
iDvoMDa Btrman, Weaver b1m. . 
and otben. 1be atelllte l)'ltem Is the 

E. Lawrence Barcella, wbo bral,Dcblld or a IIDl1l Wlsb­
ls Wf1!1:ver'1-la'wyer, llid she. ID&IOD cixnpaoy nan:iecs ~ 
had not tried to explott her bile c«amuolcatiocil IIoki­

, frleDdlhlp with Berman. . !hp, I nc., or MCRI. Lui 
Weaw,: boual1t .Berman-. April, MCBI reconts show, 

maoaaemeni comullln& com-. Rahman aar'led to help tile 
pany ID 1993. Delptte quea- company llod oveneu ti• 
t1on1 about tbelr u.. 111e Seo- DIDCIJll. But uan oClclals 
ate never explored their aid be wu not autbortzed to 
relatiOOlblp durlna Berman's retain.the Weever-Yene Inn. 
Labor oodrmalion heartJlls. . • Last year, MCHI cim• 

In levVll lmtaDcel, lier- Pll&Ded to will llceOlfl ap­
man offered Weaver and proval from tbe Federal 
bullDea lt9C)Clales acass to Communications CommJs.· 
White Bouie meet1J11s. or » llon. Tbe company tailed but 
clal flllldloaL . bas aDOCber request peodlJll. 

In aDOtber CIR, Herman Tbe'Wblte BCUle'ald Her-
met with Weaver and a S1np, man was not iDYolved ID !be 
pore aecutlve liamed Abdul FCC matter. BowevrJr, her of• 
Rahman. Rahman hired ace did hive aome CODllct 

• WeaverllltlPrina, ~after with lbe nauJatory a,eocy. 
meet101 with Berman, OD JUiy 2, leWll'l1 ween 
Waverandberpu1Der,~ after ber Int 'meedna with 
rent Yene. Yene llld Ber• Rabman, Ber,nao'1 omee 
man's pi'elence helped land torwanled to tlie FCC i letler 
Rahman • a cUent. tram .a, Rahman aaJdate 

Rahman - then pruD0(- complalnlog t'Mlt lbe FCC'I .. 
log a SIJ blllloa pobl1 ate1- nandal llaDdards were bl­
llte-lelephooe project. which Med qa1mt MCBI and ,odler 
needed a federal Uceme to • IIDlll CCJml)IDleL • 
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By GL£WS BcaK ISS 
S1Q//l!lportar Q/Tttr< W.-u,l;1utY.T Juul\HAI, 

w ASHINGTON-,. After months or delay 
and partisan blckerlnC, the Senate'VOted 
y~terday to confirm Alexis Hennan as 
·1abor semtary, filllnc out the final spot 
In President Clinton's second·term cabl· 
net. , . 

The 85· 13 vote c;ame quickly after . 
the White House qreed to drop planJ for a 
labor-friendly exec-

• ytive order that 
many GOP senators 
opposed. • The Re­
publlcaJ)I, led l!Y· 
Oldahoma Sen. Don 
Nickles and backed 
by business iJ'OIIPS, 
had vowed to block 
Ms. Herman's nom· 

•. !nation lndeflnltel~ 
unless Mr. Cllnton 
backed down. . °,';,,'. • 

1n th d ch [' . •, • . . een,ea 11, .'::, :,. 
side. cla1med . vie- • • :· AJe:r:ti H,nnaii • tory. . ___ _,.;. 

construction money to unlQn-only contrnc• 
tors. They accuse the president of promls­
·lng the deal to organized labor a.s payback 
for labor's support In last fall's elections. 

Denlae Mitchell, the ArL-ClO's spokes· 
woman, said labor was "Just as tlckled as 
can be" with yesterday's outcome: "I think • 
the presl4ent helped the ~publicans save· 
face on this," she said. • . 

With Ms. Herman's nomination loc?ked • 
In the Senate, both sides were earer to find • 
a solution. Democrats were complalnlnf .. 

. U!at G(:)P delays were hurtinf the. Labor, : , 
Department. where .there are several key i 
JQbs to be filled. . . . ; 

Ms. He~ 49 years old 111d·a native I 
of MobQe. Ala., flnt came to Wuhlncton . :, 
with the carter administration and wts : 
appointed to bead the Labor Department's ' 
~men's·bureau. She later formed.her own : : 
buslne~. advlstn, employers on Issues .or 1 
racial .ana ·,ender dl\'.erslty. lh the first I 
Clinton. term, Ms. Herman was . director. • 

. of the.WJilte ~e Office pf Publlc·Llal· 
son, worldnf to build arua;roots: lilppott • 
for th_e prealdent's polldea. • • • 

Tbe executive «der would bave· re- MeanWblle. ·a. mucb bllnr 1aue ~ 
quired federaI•aiency beads to consider • still be unresolved: the r!cbt' of President 
uslne unlonllke labor ,qreements on all Clinton ·tQ • Issue execuUve' orders . that 
federally funded construction projects. In· • Republicans don't like. Sen. Nickles bad 
~.tead, Mr. Cllnton.llid ~ would i11ue an ,complained bitterly 1n recent ween.that , 

. • ex~Uve metnorandum on tbe matter, Mr. Clinton was overstepplnf bis bounds · 
wlllcb, aC(Ordln, to White House offic~. with execuUve.proclainatlons. AJ an-ex~-
carrles much the same weJibt b~t would ple,be pointed to Mr. Cllntoil'a executive 
expire alon, with Mr. Cllnton I pres!• memorandum to the Food and Dn1' Ad-
dency. An order, however, could stand . :mlqlstratlon reqttldn&' retailers to check 
Indefinitely unless revoked or chan,_ed bY. picture ldentlficatlons of tobaC(O buyers· 
a future chief executive. • . . Z7 

"I don't think I would define this as a age, or Y011JlRr. 
compromise," said Gerald w. M~tee. "I feel very stronfly that Conrress 
president or the American Federation or needs to ·reassert Itself u the le,islative 
State, County and Municipal Employees .. branch, and .we can't allow the White 
union. The difference between an execu· Ho~ to legislate. thOugh executiye or­
Uve order and a memorandum. he said, "Is . der, Sen. Nickles said rece.ntJy. 
a difference without distinction... • But with Republicans ~ntromn, both 

But on the Republican side, GOP sena· the .House and Senate_, ·th~ i.dmlnlstraUon 
tors and pro-business croups safd the hl!S ·become increu!i1,1y ·dependent on 
president backed doWn executive decrees to carry out the presl• 

"'Tbe executive bnUlch does not have dent'~ arenda. • . 
the power' to ·cbani'e laws, and th.ls pro- . Me;mwhlle, on CD.p\tol Hill, some Dem· . 
~ would clearly jlave. done· that;''. said ocrats .allied with labor complalned pr!• 
Sen. Nickles. '.'I have been ~ured by_ vately that th_e White House bad given 11P , 
White House officials that they wlll not too much (l'OU!ld to Senate Republicans by • 
Issue this order.:· • abandon1n, the executive order. 

Critics say the proposed order woulil • -Mlchtul K. hlsbJI 
have shifted bllllons of dollars of federal cpntrilntled to this arUclt. 

' ----. ··-· _ ...... 
THE WALL STREET JOURN~ 

7"-THURSDAY, MAY ~, 1997 

. \ 

.. . ,•. 



~ -I 
:r: 
C 
:0 
en 
ocn 
)>l> 
=-< -I ·o 
~o 
~):-=-< -.. -co 
co 
.....J 

• 

-Herman wins · 
confirmation 
for Labor.job 
By Jemlca Lee 
USA TODAY 

.,~:, , :·· ~-··:z--.:~.:i~':!1=~:.,.~:,,~1:' .. ~=j-~~~-t:~·.--~• •• ~-
. ·. -~.: .. . ... 

Negotiators near deal 
on $100B net tax cut 

• • • • 
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• ·Alier lnipasse/Se,:,at~ 9~.nfirms. . 
• <. Clinton's Ch~ice··ror.LQborJ~os~ • 

• • • 2 Sides 'claim : Victory With ... Uni~ns Co,npromise-

AI · • ., ·~•RX-9~ ~~ ...... -. 
WASHINGTON, April 30 _.After . in&. substantial," said Senator Ed>· 

• months of delay, thf .Senate .. today . ward M. Kennedy of Massachusetts, 
approved Alexis • Herman u Secre- the semor Democrat• on the Labor 
tary of Labor. Her nomlnat.lon, held : Committee. , · 
up lnitlally'over her role In campalan He said unionized labor "will be 
fund-raisin&, was cle!ll"ed after a • consJdered and &iven Important new 
compromise' with the ·White House emphuls,by all Federal agencies~ 
ended an Impasse over union labor appropriate Federal construction 
on Federal contracts. projects." . , , _....,::._ ___ '--_'--.----:-

The conflnnatlon vote was 85 to 13 • Off the Seqate floor, powerful lob-, Intelligence unfilled. The Presidents 
and provided an antlcllmactlc post- bYln& groups on· both sides of the first choice for the Job, Anthony 
script to ·the bitter partisan dispute . dispute continued their fight · Lake, withdrew his nomination un-. 
that had wlllrled for months around i "The WlthllrawaJ of this proposed . der a barrage of political .Cl_!l.estlons 
Ms. Herman's QQmlnatlon and had , executive order Js an outright vie-, and the White House,then nominated 
threatened to block Senate action on tory for American taxpayers, con- George Tenet, .a career employee of an array of unrelated measures. • • · 

The vote came after President Continued ~II_ J?Ei~ ~6. th~~t' Clinton nominated ~-
Clinton backed away. (rom his lnten- Herman, the director of tJie Whl. te , . tion to Issue an executive order that Continued From Page Al· 
would have dlr~ Federal. agen-· ---- House Office of Publlc,Llaison. .for 
cles to consider awarding larae Fe!f- • structloii workers and business, and ,Labo.r Secretacy «.i. Jan. l.' . . . ,. •. . 
era! constrUctlon projects to compa- . While ·members on b()th lid!!' .of ·· 

' nles With unionized labor.: • a repudiation of big labo('s attempt the aisle Initially -.poke' favorably o!. ., 
~ buy With political contributions, a • -•-·••A- ''"'ckly' The Senate majority leader, Trent : union monopoly of Government con-- the ~ the_ po............. 'tj · 

Lott, said Mr. Clinton had • agreed ltnlction projects .. said Bruce Jos- ran Into a storm of political prob ems 
instead to achieve his aim bY, Issuing ten senior vice president for the • u Senate. Republicans Investigated 
a 'President/al memorandum of un- ·united . States· Chamber of Coma-~~ H~ !lad !~pro~~: 

• demanding: R,epubllcans • bad·. 00,- . merce. : , ly m1Dd her White House Joo With 
_Jec~_?.ot. ~Y. to,!he Government 1 

. The chambei wu one of.the lead- . politics. She· wu able to convince 
• encouraglna unionized labor buf also ers in-the 'lobbYtn& effon • against the.. Republicans on the ~r Commit• 

to the notion of Mr. Clinton &overnura pr~ executjve order. • tee that she had ·not crossed ·the line . 
by executive-orders. Such orc,ers r~ • On the other side, the A.F.L-C.I.O. But 

00 
sooner had she put those 

main In effect after the President ! leveled ·.its political broadside at the questions and prob\ems to r~t than 
who Issued them leaves office. Mem- ·~ePUl>,licans. · lier nomination became a· polltical 
orandums do not. ' "By dragging their ~eet with one pawn In the fight over the Federal 

In a· brief statement that did Qot . partisan excuse after another, the act guidelines . • 
mention the labor agreeJllent, P~~I- Republican Senate_ leadership has· co!~ aide to o~e of the Republl• 
dent Clinton thanked the Senate for kept the.Labor Department Without or ' e otlatlons 
its stroll& show of support" _of Ms. a new leader for four months.''. John can leadeMrs ::i1!i th~t~c! and the 
Herman's nomination. • J. Sweeney. the president of the huge between r. es . 

"There was never any 'question I labor federation; said ID a statement White House on a deal ~gan nearly 
that she was highly qualified to be "The delays ID this process have two , weeks ago, shortly after Mr. 
Secretary of Lal>or," he said. • • I been totally·outrageous." • Nickles put a hold on the no!Jllnatlon. 

M,. Lott and Senator Don Nickles Today's vote all but completes Mr. -~ After· a series of meettn&s lnvolv-
of Oklahoma, ,Whc:> bad held up the, Clinton's second-term ~!net, }ea,v-· In& senior staff members and l~ting 
vote on the nomination, were amona _!g<inlythe~of Director of Central • about flve·hoiJrs all together, the two . 
t2 Republicans who voted :with' 43 •• • - sides finally. reached agreement on 
Democrats In favor ot Mrs. • Her- A r,,, ·:&1. J / • Tuesday night · . . 
man's • confirmation. The n votes ,,:er uie uea lS . , The deal was sealed this afternoon · 

:is~~ her all CllJJle from .~ep~~U- '~de, each side. is-·, when the A~ ifellv:re:r~ . 
The deal-Ulat broke the~eglslatlve. • • ' - · .. · letter to Mr. Nickles signed. Y 

l~gjam provided a political face-sav- • quick (o claim an sldne B. Bowl~. the Whl~ House ' 
Ing for all .the players Involved, but •• chief of staff, promising to drop the 
each side was quick to claim outright ou,· trig ht· victOT)'. 'executive order and to Issue a_ memo-
victory. __ ,;.____________ randum Instead.· ,. ",I didn't ,have a problem with 
Alexis Herman being Secretary .of 
Labor as much as I had a real prob­

. lem With. What I perceived to. be 
legislation by executive orders," 
said Mr. -Nickles, the majority .whip 
and .second In rank to Mr. Lott 

Mr. Nl~es sald that the Ad1t11Dls­
tratlon's "proposed memorandum 
was not legally binding. But White 
House aides and allies In the Senat!! 
argued that the memorandum would 
have tlie same effect as the proposed 
·8.l'ecutlve order. 

. ithe Nefu ijork (!!Unt£f 
j THURSDAY, MAY 1, j997 
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Clµitori. ~- -~,e~=i 
B~ R6publicans. u;y the aec.u· 

· ha· ·.c·ks··, - tive ordeJ' would have required 
·.~b~~1: 

• ' .tracta. Mr. Nlcklel placed a bold on ·. d - . Mia Herman .. 'Jlomin•tloa until · own on -.·the~=.e~~~ 
. that . the administr'ati°'1 does not 

um-· o. ns· •. i.~=:i~executive~rder .. ~ • 
. An executive order sometimes 

. ' • . carriel'the rule of law but always, -

.. Sena· te then·· OKs · 1 .extends beyond tho current pres: 
, . · . ident'I term, a White House offi. 

H .- g5· 13 claluld.Amemorandumexpirei ennan - ' ' attheendofhiamm: ' • 
. • 'Senate 14.Qority Leader 'lk'ent . . . 8 Lott earlier yesterday aid he wu 

~ Laurie Kellman \ tryina to teach the White House it 
~- _ can't dictate to the Republican-
President Clinton backed down controlled Congress·. • 

t'romlssuiJli~executiveorderta• "Tt,ley're lllYUli, .'Do it our wa.y 
vprlng union shops in federal con- or we're not' goin& to do it at all.' 
tract bl(is,. resolvine a "hostaae" That'l ·not the way it wo~,"-Mr • . 
situation on Capitol Hill' and Lott told·reportms .at an afternoon 
clearini the way for Alexis Her-· brleflna. • • • 
man's conftrmatlon u labor·aecre• ~e are in the majority. We do 
tary. .. • have a rfiht to have 8QID8.o! our • 

· • The Senate approved her confir- • iaauea conlidered," he added. "'lbe 
matlon _85-13 about an hour after, wayyou- unrayel .• • Gordian. knot 
Mr. Clµlton lasued a leas-binding . like that la one strand at a time. 
"memorandum,!' thus ~tine~· OQ~ Y0\J aWt, once you Quit aay­
demand of. Repllbllcan4 w~ until in& w5· t u're not roin& to do and 
then had re!uled to brini up. the. start • what you can do, you 
vote on Mias l{ennan. . . . can the whole thine!' 

"The majority leader and I .are , 'rhe deal ltnJclc yesten!w ends 
pleased the White House under- ·01:19 ot ~ "hOSlaie." situations, 
stands the Senate's concerns that • •. and Is likely to lOO&ell up the sec­
this executive order far exceeds • ond standolr that by early }'Uter· 
~e constitutional authority of the . day had bro\1&11t Senate businea& 
eia:cutlve branch," llid Sen. Don to a halt • • . 
Nickl~. who had placed a "bold" : Earllerthisweek,SenateDemo­
o.n Miss ~~)s nomination~- . crata .threatened to bl.Qck virtually 
til ,the White ~ouse backed off. . ai, Jell:islatlve action until Republf- • 

'The executtve branch does not . cans brQU(ht the Herman nomina• 
have the power to chanre la)vs, and .Ji!ln..to. the floor. 'Iwice this· week, 
this proposal woµld clearly have . - .. •- • 
dorie that" he said.' they prevented· a vote on relief 

Thl: white House insisted yes- fundinJ.for flood victims for that 
terday that the president 111ve •up reason. • 

• nothin& •ubstantlve becaUse even But : thou11h Democrats' 4e-
the executive .order wu·lntended mln?5 were met with. Mlss ·Her-
only to "encouraae" qencies to man.• , c_onfjrmatlon,. the . relief . 
. hire union. shops for ·1overnment ~din& face, a toU(h road. Repub-. • 
contracts aeco'rdln1 to ' White hca~s ipslst on att1chin1 an 
}iouse spokeslnan Barry,"Iblv:- amendment ~t would prohibit 

''This wu always l.ntended to be ·future :rovernment shutdowns, a • 
. • directive, It was never iptended mea,ure ·Mr. Cllnto_n baa threat· 

to.be mandatory," Mr., 1biv ~d.-. . • ened to veto. 
In -. statement, Mr. • Clintllll Mr. Nickle, said negotiations 01) 
- • the deal bepnaround 2 p.m.. Tuea-

Stt HERMAN, page A2{) day, when-adminlatratioa offlc::lala • 
,-- . . . ·. . . . ' sent qyer.a revised aecutive order 

HERMAN· 
Froin page Ai • 
thanked the Senate tor its "ltrOni 
show of support' for Alexis Her­
~· There was ·never. any quea-

• tton that she wu lilirhlv Qualified 
to be secretary ot iaborJ• . • 

Senate Democra,ts applauded 
the deal that ended II foW'-month 
111 between her approval by a Sen· 
ate committee and. yesterday's 
vote. • . • 
. "It was uni~take for the Repub­

lican leadership. to hold her nomi• 
nation hostage on a separate labor 

-~said would not carry the rule .. 
,. 'of law, "but would be suaestlve." :. 
. He said·the ~. White House 
Director of Le1W1tj.ve Attair.s 

~ John Hilley and Deputy Chief ot 
Staff· John Podesta, called back • • 

.• around 12:30 p.m. yesterday to say 
I they•.would send OYer a memoran­

dum instead. Mr. Nickles received 
it just before 4 p.m., and Miss Her- • 
man was confirmed just p,fter s. 

Hl:~ easy confirmation was no 
surpnse, althourh her early road 
to the ·Cabinet was roU(h as Re• 
publican senato.rs &rilled her on 
whether she crossed the line be­
tweeJ1 her official duties and 
Democratic fund raising. • . . 

.. . . 
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Tbmapn. tho Cliataaawill beleavq W~ tbamehuiD a 
litdolels tblllfouryemw. md odds lie they IRID't Pi bade to 
Ad:mms. . • 

. •Calibuia,herotbeycome? . 

------:-.- . ,, 

I • 

• ~ ~wilh 1DiafllliaaaCcallh. Sborcpl__ 
pi-cad tho illtleari1>' aCtho OD10ina irnoNtiP'i<-.1, ~ 111r1 i'Bldll. 
LouiiFroehbaw aiwc 11:io WbiieHamemlylimited ~a(~""- -.-
llfflllliptcn haw bmd. . • • • . . . 

HermaD Wim Sma1e Coaftrmatiop to La~r 
Seeretary'Po,t (Wulm)By EdwiD Caen aad 
Jon Peterson (c) 1997,LoaAqelesTim• 

BatFroehmetem:ticrdlil-.-wi1h SammlR. ''Smdy"Bcqar, tbe, 
Jnlidmt'• mtiaaal IIICUdty advil«, Remo lllid, to make 11n ''bo,.. 
til:y illbma1 C ; D■i .. wilh 1be DDelk a(tbe c:rimiDal ilni.■apriaa • 

• Haldi iododlsa apr-sclilmay atRmo'a illlillmco~a, 
iacb ''■pmfic md credible mdax," aC'lfflllldoiol by blab •'· 

WASHINGTON Aklxia Herman, wboltonmriDltiol to be Laber 
ICUdlr)' bid been kmi~ fiDally ~ ~ ~o!ioo 
WedDelday lfta-PraidmtCliolm ibabw1 plmatormie a 
~pro-labor e:xoculM order tdling fmll apciea to hire 
1IDion worlca1 iD COIIIU\IC00II projects. • . 

The paidml'• stntegic rdrelt may have reeolved. political 
~with Senate R.epublicaos. but it CCJWll aobFfD21" labor 
group,. Jmt llltF~iDLol.AnacJ,is. V10Cl'reli4mtAI Gorcbld 
p,oaiilod. ptberina of.union dii.abim tblt tbo admiDillnti0D woold 
isme tbo new ni1oa to atrqtbm orpmzed labor's blDd iD dealiop 
with tbo huDdroda ottbousands d.firms tblt do buimea wilh tbo 
fmenl~ . • • .' 

Instead of 111 executive order, Cllnlm DOW will i11ue a manorandwn 
1o 1he same drcct a dllo,e tblt tbo While HoUlc md its Democratic 
Illies iD 1he Senate insisted bell'1 DO IUbstaolive diffen:nce, 

Traditionally, Ill c:xec:mive order is·viewed U IDCl'O pmnaoall than 
• ~ mcmc:nodum. ,, 

But White Hour ,pokesrn111 Barry Toiv, while~ to 
deacn'be the quid-pro-quo U a victory, a■id 1bat " became 1he 
directive is -iially iDteodcd to Gl00Ul'lge apacies. rllberthan 
have a~ c:fl"cct, there's really DOt a lat~ ditliRDoc. ■ • 

Rq,ublicam 11111 bUlinea iolereat,, for lbeirpart. rousmaJ:y hailed 
1he chanp u a vidmy. The OOP-clamioawd ~~to 
approve Haman's 1¥YDiDo!ioo ">' a voco of.SS-13. Sbe wu ~ lutof. 
Cliolm'a CabiDct-levcl appointea whole ocmlhmatioD WU pmdina. 

. Afterward. AFL-CIO ~ John 1. Sweeney~ a 
lhreo-parapph atatemeDt 1hat laviahly pnilcd Haman but WU lilent 
OD 1he UDdertyini colllrowny, which WU tbc RU0D tblt Republicam 
held up her IIOID1Dlticn. • • 

DllriDi the impme. ~ Rq,ublicaQs, l.cd "1 Dao Nickles, 
R-Olda., the u■iataut majmty leader, held firm apin,t ~ ~ 
onla' even after tbo Wbite.Hcai1e olfaed to rewrite i1, Smite OOP 
90Ul'CCS said . , . .' 

" We held fast OD a memo,• ,uid CDe 1op aide. 
The brealclbr9uih WIS reached Tueldly oiibt during I telepbooe 

cooversati00 between tbo presidalt 11111 Senate Majority Leader Trent 
Lott. D-Miss., IQUr0eS said. . 

.. Lott floated the J1\CIDO idea and the White House bit," ouc top OOP 
swfersaid. 

Looming avcr the c:cotrovcrsy has been tbo early j~ between 
Gore and Howie Minority Leader Richard Oephardt, D-Mo., for 1he 
Democntic presidential 7¥YDrnl!im iD 2000. Gore has been wooing 
biJ labor, in.part becaule Gephardt is believed lo have tli,c inside track 
with this traditiccally Dcmoc:nlic COllllilXlaley. . • . 

• " We're very plcuod with tbc outcome.• OimJy Tauoo, Oote'• 
spokcsW0UIID, Slid Wednesday. '' There is DO aubllantiw di1reff;occ 
between 111 exocutiw order 111d a mano. • . 

But Ni.cldcl qued there ia ••• lil"ificmt di1{a'al0C" between 1he 
two, 11YiDi Clinton would have been.' ' legislatinJ by executive orda" 
UDderthe praiden1 cnpl plan. Unlike 111-=i\'Oordcr, N'icklea 
said. •· a mano doesn't have the clfoct otlaw.• 

. Raio Tell, Senate Sbe Won't Be Presaured in 
Donation'Probe (Wuhn) By Robert L. Jacklon 
( c) 1997, Lo■ An1ele■ Time■ 

WASHrnGTON • Attlmt:j Oalcral Janc:tRm> faced oft Wednesday 
apiDst Senate Rq,ublic:ans who accused bt:r ot,oooflic;t of. interest, 
telling. Senate ccmmittcc abc will DOt IPYC in IO pressure • ' frcm 

. C0nJl'CIS Ila' ID)'0DC else" to wk ID independall ooumel lo • 
investiaat,e Dcmocratic fund.raising practices. 

Clasbizia wilh ~ ottbc Scnatc-Judicimy ~~ Reno 
in.si,tcd " l'vc JOt to JO by 1he facts",in her oft.stated decisim IO lcccp 
tbo probe iD the haDds of. career prwccUIOrS md tbo FBl 

Panel chairman Orrin 0 . Hatch. R-Ut.lh, 111d other OOP membcn 
said Rm) WU~ the Jaw' and iJl)Cring a clear 9()llflict of. 
intaat en her part in rnaiol•iniq,1 o00trol over the inquity. . 

Reno allowu preaed ~ wbat lhe bu told the Whi1e House about 
a11eptiODs 1hat Chim 1CJUab1 to ~ lut year's premdential 11111 

admioianlim cGk:la1a, a uidard D aid WU nece■my bd:re atie 
could wl ..ppoiol:umlt a(. ■pecial 00IIDld. • . • , 

Haldi ■aid •• docply troublini revelaticm" about milliaos aC dalln . 
iDbeiptlioled mcm,yfrom frimda aod aq,porta■ a( Prelidmt .' 
Cliolm ■bouJd JIIIDlllfe ID oullidc iDvatiptim. · 

Citioa publioopiDicDpolla tblt ■bow -1)' 60 paoait approval for -
app,jotznmt r( Ill indq,m<lent "OIIIIICI, Hatdi ■aid: ''The timch:a■ 
camcir AfttJaJej Omrnl Rm> to camidcrthopublic's mpicin 
roprdiqhlllrdocilioa."· •. • 

Bat Remo nplied. ··rm DOt po& to do thiDp bucd en poUa. rm 
' aoioatodo1bem bucd ODCMdcDce." • 

And, a · lllid, if'e'Vidmce cmqod a( ID~ caotlict a(~ 
rllber tbanjlllt the appearlD00 ot 00D abe would c:hanp her mind ~ 
··11111 DOt P.Di ~ violate my oath iD this mutec became d.preaure 

frcm any quirtc:r DOt from the media, DOtfrom Cooaress D0I" from 
~dle,"lhetatified. . 

SC1i. Fred D. 'IbomplOD. R-Tam., wbo will ccmduct CCll8J'CSSioml 
bcciop this IUIIIIIICl' OD political fund.raisilla a11cpiom. uid Rm> 
wuwroog. . . 

• He called campai1111 fiDmce •• 111-ot murky law wbcrc they may 
be I crimiDal violatiOD,' I uidard IUfficialt to wllI'lllt ID oUbide 
C0Ullld. • 

Democnta en tbo p-1 ptnl1y praiaodRmoir '' ltidao&to your 
p:,m. • iD tho words aCSai. Di.llloe.FeimtciD. D-Ca1if. And Sal. 
PllrickJ:I..eahy, D-Vt.. aid "110 matter bow 101111d her lep1 • 
·juclpia lQII ~ d.thefaeca, ifabe rdmea ~do whit tho • 
_Rq,ublicm majority iD Coqrels Wll!ls: a will be called OD~ 

garpct• - . . . 
Amoai· tbo ~ m1y Sal.~ ·D. Feibgold. D-W-11., • ·· 

lcadioa propoomt al campaign_finmce rd'aml. urpd Raio to c:baage 
bermiod. . ' 
'' 11'1 important for the Amaicm people to feel 00llfidml tblt this 

iDvatiption will be froo from any political inf1ueiice. • FeiJ:laold said 

• Shutdown Plu Put■. Clinton, Coll&ffSI . 
on Colliaion Coune (Wubn) By Janet Hook 
(c) 1997,IA■ Aqela Time, • 

WASHINGTON Praidall Clintoo md Coqrels are OD a coUisial 
C0Ul'IC aver a Republican e:f!'ort to avoid a repeat ~the 1995-~ 
aoYa'DDlCDt shutdown~ became-a political disutctfor 1he GOP .At 
111ke ia tbo fate of. a rnid-yar cmcrgaicy approprialiom bill lhat 
provides about $8 billim for a hodie podge ofhiah-priority itam, 
iDcludio& ~for U.S. puccloocp~ fCX0CI iD ~ IOd disutcr 
,rclidh 23 mtea. . 

The Sem1e ~ Crc:ornutee Wedncaday approved that 
Ullllt-pus bill, lfta-tackiog ~ a far-rcacbioa ND M ?Jl"Ot to bcp the 
gowmmeot opcnlm& if there ii 1110Cher'budpt irnp.- this fall. It 
would do ao ~ liJltJrnJtictl\y exlm4inafuodioJ·lfta-tbo ai4otthis 
fi.lCll year en Sept 30, but at reduced levds tblt Dcmocnll deem . 
uoacceptablc • . . . 
,Cliolm has tbrcatmed to \ld.o tbo disutct rdielbill if it iDcludes 1he 

budaot-c:uttina ID'lCDdrneot ~ Danocnts accused Republicans of 
boldioJ 1be diault:r rdicfDlCllllfC bolt■F. to ,tbeirJlllti.an apda,OD 

tbo budpt md other areas. 
" The people iD tbelc 23 --.,need help ~~it DOW, and it is 

groa!y IIIIWl'to thtm to me this iostrurncnt•cf diasler ~ u a 
vdiicle for political pin." a■id Sal. Robert C . . ~ D-W. Va. 

'Ilic dilputc comes u a bipartism team of conpaiooal md 
ldrniDillration c6:ials c:iootiDuc dfcxts to reach.a budget cc,mprornis'c 
for the comioa fiacal year. Sources say aii liffJClllmt is near, u . 
nqotiaton have nanowi:d difrcralCCS oo tax cuts, defeme spending. 
Medicare uviois and other cbnestic programs:. • 

But Smatc Minority Leader Tom Duchle, D-SD., wamcd it would 
be a '' death blow" to the budget tllla if Republicans J)l'CSS ahead wilh 
lhtu: caotrova'Sial •-rhutdown bill. • • 

A! tbo center of dilputc ia the apj:,ropriatiOIIS bill lhat includes 
fuodiD& for tbo BolOia opcnlioo. a DUlritiad program for warnm md 
diildrm md diluter aid: : 

The JDQDC)' bill. became ~the ccrtamty k will ~ be 
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Senate Democrats Block GOP BillinDispute Over Herman Nominatio~ 

. -·:, 

f 

f . 
0,.Hdenl>ewar . ......,....., __ 

: Semte Democnta ,eater-day 6locked one 
~ .. •Unatenedtoltjllieotiiers 
II a lat ol wils aiaed at bai, aclion 011 tlie 
~....i..maollalior~ 
~M.-em-. . • 
·, Votiml53to46.acJll!Jllallcr-tJlnes.the 
Sellllle fel•tel'ell fttet lhoct ol the 60.!iceded 
~ ~ afi o-allic lilillasttt apimt a .. 
..-ed by Sea. PN Co¥'erdel (R.:Ga.) ti, 
aj,e ....... ....., from .. bat the IIIOlt 
aeriolll...,ilnnaib. • 
? BellDI qmmD O'l'el' the~ ibel 

·.• a power ibaale •ilrfe ~ ~ 
'ttaigoii bqdltidel-dllt tleaensto brirw the 
,... ... .,,,_~to•~bal. . 

·\;-~ ·"',;:·:..,.:· ";_,.: ~ 

~-Wiac Hermm llostage to lhd ~ ae ready to act•~ ~"Tlle~(eelspretty~abiatla Qllillfoetdtllei.ol"raartiactocilCortlaa 
bte Presidelt ClatlJII to back off a proposed • mm, '1 daa't lhiak tben't ~oppc:c .... b ~~bat _ _ certailllJ .-e wil-. • '-lloodl" to defeat IL Leahy aid Im -

• tlleallhe order dieJ 00lllaid wmld raalt in •to-~ ca odlerlepiatlon."llid II- .q to cli9c:uss the isala" rib Nlc:l:b,ald pre. . ataDdiD& by bia dan. 1i11i1ti1ic dllt the JQa ll 
eJdiidiw 1o111•oniwll CXIIDl)l!llles from wit- llllrity Lader '1111w A. Dlldlle (l),S.Dl . ileaW ....-Midllel Mc:Qnj.•'l_lle. di. the bra cWfiaitioaol a aoapro&. .._ ar­
aiw Wen!~ -~ ·TIier de- ~ wil trt .-lodaJ-tnd 1J!a-. pate .irc,ald IIQC-4elaJ -~ OIi llerw'a pniatioa,tbat WOllld belbieldedfrom ...... 
ICl'lle the lllder • W for llliauippart . day lo lriak'' tlle' o-allic fiilitar, _. + ♦-J..j.. be ldcW. -· • . • -~ Seutt Replbllclm -at oa ~ 
l)f CW. 11 llll ,-,, dectiaa ailil qae tllat Democnta alil dla re.t willle tile w... o..:·-,.~ i. lllo tilalt • CICri emani111 JdcmrCGamlttee - w 
it aoa1i1 be .iimbed •• .. ror appn,n1 by ,atenlli•·,..__ 4 ~-~ ,..-,to • CJ!l l"plrtila.f6c-,, witUepHca_'irpw I --~ itap:iclal coa&imlioa procea ..i .. 

die=~~ ,f wllll.Sea. ~~~-rc.~~:i =~!:i}=~ . :;:c=~i:~ 
-&!wild ll l.-e4, (l>Maa) called "al em- wllooi,olel the i.•a"Wetll :.r.laaoa - maaacaec111iemo1111111ylllffllllile~ c;,-(R.Tell.)u.twoaldbaweaiffll~ 
dlecipati:alem1laldialclecftdilslbe-Sei.- lblellws,"acainlilctolilntllJ. .... • alllweil .. to~mallltlll'nwrie:r_ lcw .. powers to Yock ac,pelale cwt 
--~ llnie mpaaded br_blac:tinc the 'fOUlleer W)ite ..,_.~ le ,...... .. .... lbit ~ ~ -- fblt. .mniiees. Al!o rejected - • propoal from 

:.-=1o'.!i1!'~..:.ee:-=~ ·!:: :C.lyti.e,.~:.-o:~--- ,e~PalrktJ. ~ -(D-vt.)~tlllt ~~ra:-=... ~ . 
~ w,e ail they 111.e ao qimrd onter oa ~~Id-_._~ a. • the_lla·mcbn ao!ro+l,tllltlt -61i- . ~ • aemton from the -.ee's baae • 

rib 1fe1-a wil IIIPl'O¥e lier iiamimdoa • pirW .; 1111P' ~ to;,n_a ·-e- •. led die ~ Kia JQia rn. llalliay lnlllb. .cate ii order far Ille preaideat to will ~ 
•10oailldlea1111ractaci9pltleil~ me. . · • · :._ · • • - • • · •Co,adellit.aleilyileniedl.tall(1~~- ....,artfarllia)dcialdlolca. _ 

.._: .· 
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POLITICS & POLICY 

Alexis Herman Is Pawn-in Feud Over Executive Order _ 
By GLENN B t lllUNS 
And GEILW> F. SEia 

5'aJ/ Rrporter,· 0/ Tur. WAU.. STll..ln':T' JOUANAL 

WASHINGTON - Wltllln minutes after 
the Senate ratified tile International treaty 
to ban chemical weapons, a smUlng Presl· 
dent Olnton strode Into tile White House 
press room to tllank tile many Dffl!OCralS 
and Repilbllcans who aupported tile pld. 

'This ,ote Is vivid proof that we an 
stronger u a nation when we wort to-
gether, .. he said. • 

Happy blpartlsansblp, 1J1ouCb. Is about 
to gift way to raw JJO'lffl' potltlcs:. And 
Alexis Herman Is caupt In the plnc:ff. 
• Ms. Hmnan ls the presldeat's nomlaee 

to run the Labor Department. and sbe Is 
the lone nominee slill uncmflnned In Mr. 
Clinton's second cabinet. SIie Is frozen In 
place thJi week while Dmlocnts and ~ 
publicans try to resotfe a bitter lmpuse of 
unsettled potltlcal 8CIOlts. Flood aJd ror tile 
Midwest. blpartlsan mmlty and tile Senate 
ltsell all may . become bostaces . of tile 
slnlclle before .It Is cmr. Amonc -the 
Ironies Is tllat tile same Ullloo leaden who 
Initially: real.sled the dlolc:e of Ms. Herman 
now find tllemselYa ftcbtinr-bard to Aft 

: her embattled nomination. • 

GOPCballenge 
Senate Republicans, led by OOalloma 

Sen. Don Nickles, baft -eci IP delay Ms. 
Herman·, c:onfinnallon until Mr. a!nloll. 
bacts down rrom a lalJor.rrlendl) encu­
tlve order bis admlnlslrallon promised the 
AFL-00. Under tllat proposal, Coftffl" 
ment agenc1es·wou1c1 be told lo look more 
kindly on union coml)ln}es In deddlnf on 
construction .contracts. Bllllons ol dollan • 
In federaUy !uncled construction projects 
could eflectlmy be resened ror union·· 
only contractoD. •. . • 

Republicans argue tllat the executhe 
order Is. an attempt lo declat'e • Utroucti 
executltt fiat somethlnc tllat should be 

. legislated. TIiey ~ It also Is a ~ by 
the White Hoose to labor unions ror 
the millions the unions spent belplng Dem-
ocrats In tile 1996 electlon. _ . 

• "ll'sapayoff,"dedaresGOP.Sen.Judd 
Gregg or New Hampshire, a member of the . 
Senate Labor Oommltlee. ''Tbett's a ftl'Y 
strong leellng on OID' 11lde. Tbere's a will· 
lni,,ess to go to the mat ... It's an attempt 
to tell agencies ,~ ~ll!M'r run union con• 
tracts through ,., -· ;n contract." GOP 

Collision or Cooperation? Herman, who once loomed u one ~ the ! 
pres1c1ent•• most controwen1a1 nom111ees. I 
And, Ironically, tt·bu lorced people Into • 
post~ on her nomlDalloll rar dlffereot j 
tllan those tlley ortc\llallJ held. 

tn addition to Ille Alexis Hennan nomination, here a,e the olllef 
big lssoes Pr!Sident Clinton and Congress now confront 

■ THE-BUDGET: Talks between the White House ind - lb. Herman, an aide In Kr. atntoa's I 
Wllltt House, WU ne,er Ol'plllu,d lsbor's 
top cliolce to bead the Labor Depu1ment. . 
Now labor Is raQytac belllnd her. . 

COngress have been sputtering aJono IOf'several weeks: hong 
up on fundamental questlons of spending cuts and Medicare 
funding. Is something happenlng behind tile scenes between . • Repmllcall Iii the Senate, meamrlllle, , 

find lllemseMs lorpedolnc - er at ~ 
delaylll( - a nomination Ibey doa't dlsllb 
aD that muclL Some Jll'l><lOf bullDea 
rroupl quietly eedone Ms. Henaan, wbo . 
allowed la ber Joli u bead of Wlllte lfouR 
llallon an a.blllty lo wort wllb the ballnell 
CDIIIIIIUlllty. lforeoftr, ballness lobby1ltl 
fleW her u betnc far lea Jn:1lllloa tllln 

President Clinton and Senate Leader Trent Lott? 

ii CRIIA: President Clinton must ask lor an extension of 
Clh·s Most Favored Nition trade staluS by June 3. National­
security and refiOious conservati'les lnc:rwlngly oppose an 
extension. WIii they now put extra piessure on senators who 
crossed ihem by wting lor the dlemleal weapons treaty? 

■ CHaJ IIEAl11t Sens. Edward KMlnedy and Orrin Hatch propose I tobacco tax lo 
Qerieme funds to· glY1! the states to give health comage to uninsured c:llldRn. can 
$_en. Hatch win aver skeptical Re,ulJllcans? 

• beroutspotea pndecem, Robert Reldl." 
What's nae. - ll/!pallllcam -­

pect UiatMI.. Benaaawm'tbeu bmlda· 
ble a roe u - oCller labor aec:retary 
candldata mtcltt be becaUle of ethical 

senators ba-,e shot down lalb of a compro- • 
mlse In wblcb the eitecutfYe order would • 
lfmply be delayed for· 45 days wblJe the 

• • Herman nominatlca proceeds. . 
White Houle officials IO far refuse to 

bad: down, AYlnr tlley might dllcuss the 
tlmtnr or wordlnf or the order but -'t . 
arree to sbdYe IL And labor leaden lffll't 
Inclined to let Mr. atnton orr the boot. At 1 
news confereooe tut weet. AFLaO Presi­
dent .Jo:lm SWeeney rerusec1 to - dllcuss 
.a lint tietween Ms. Herman's coaflm.tlon 
-and the. president's proposed order. : 'It's 
really beyond Insult," he said. • 

TIie White House b still lrJtnc to strike 
bipartisan poses, 1n part by stronc1Y sue· 
eesttnr u 1s about to name RepubUcan 
Go<r. WIiiiam Weld ol Massachusetts &J Its 
next ambassador to Mexico. Still, the list of 
those caugbt Ip tlleunlon dispute Ibis week 
may crow beyond Ms. Herman. who bad 
been approved by the Labor O>mmlttee 
before this spat erupted. Smale Demo­
cratk: Leader 11lomas Daschle bu. threat· 
et)ed to Shut down the Senate untU Republl· 
cans relent and allow Ms. Herman's nomf.' 

~ nation tci proceed. 
Disaster Rellef BW 

Now Senate Republicans are_ :quietly j 
~neuYeringDasch' · t1o use that ~-~_paint I · 
"""'· "' nlo an UOCOffhu, uu,n:; cor-
ner. Oneolthe iteni, ,., i1•1!'0rtaiicetohead I 
for the Senate noo.- •• •elt, they note, 

maJ well be a speodlJIC bill !bat lndudes qoatioal, tlllt llaft-nlrle1hl'lllllld lier, • 
blllioas o( dllllan In disaster relief. That Bdcre Ille WU qlllelly apprOffll by tbe 
Wlldd Include mooey for Sen. Dudlle's Labor puel _. Ila .-th. Repa!Jll­
OWII Soutb Datota, U ftli U forYidlml of CU lmestlpton looteil bud IDllo acema• 
Ille Ilea Yi17 publldr,ed receat lloodl Ill dons 111at sbe -•flier c:liJef relatkllilllp 
nelcbborlnr North Duota. wllb the late a..erce SecretarJ Roa 

Tbatmeans,Republlcanisa,, tbatSen. Brown Iii prom 1a 11er on1luslaels dell­
Daicble may bebl the awhard position of btp and to win fawn for former buslnea 
boldlnr up ~ retJer ror bis 11ome umates. But lawmakers decided 1111re • 
reclon- Alternately, Ir he brtnp tllespml· . were no lerioul ettdcal lfroblems. 
Inf bill to Ille Senate floor, Sen. Qreasays Sllll, - bllllDelS IJllllpi tbat doll 
he or - other GOP lawmaker nay • ree1 o atroac11 about Ille deculhe_ 
attadl an amendment order1nc Mr. atn-- u do Olaitlaaloa bultllellel an 
ton to drop bis plans for the exeoatlft qdher ta Ille ftibt. 'l'be reani. - ­
order on union contradlnc. Tbat. too, say, II a 1lelld !bat bllllneDes llaft to:\ 
could put Sen. Dudlle In Ille · awtward betw unlte to offJet tbe tlnd of polltlcJI 
position of maneumlilf IO stop mofflllellt. power ailom dlsplayed la lut ,ear'l eiec­
on Ille. blU er acquleldnc to Repul)llcan . t1qn.· "TIie lqllca&m are falrty Jdcll," 
demands. . • • says Nldlolu Callo, a ronner GOP White 

.Oddly, the dls\lUle now 11u crowa to 111e House aide w11o ..,. represents business . 
point that It bu Jlttle • to do with Mi. . lftlffllti bl Wublnctoo- • I 

• 
. , .. ~ • •••. •• .• :>:..; . .; 

·_ ·: ': ".: (:: . 
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9 04/24/97 -09:29:00 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Todd Stern 

cc: 
Subject: FYI - AP story 

Date: 04/24/97 Time: 08:29 
CWALTER MEARS: Herman stalled by labor dispute she didn't start 

WASHINGTON (AP) This time, the hangup in the Senate doesn't 
involve the qualifications of President Clinton's Cabinet nominee, 
or her past, or the household help, or the controversy over 
Democratic fund raising. Alexis Herman's confirmation is stalled in 
a dispute over a labor issue she didn't start and can't settle. 

So Clinton is once again embroiled in a major confirmation 
dispute, the eighth of his presidency, in a process he has said 
should be disciplined and moderated. 

The other cases ended with withdrawals, one with Senate 
rejection. That won't happen to Herman, who already has the 
unanimous endorsement of the Senate Education and Labor Committee 
to become secretary of labor . 

Her nomination is hostage to Republicans bent on blocking an 
executive order that Clinton plans to issue to change federal 
contracting guidelines and promote labor agreements on construction 
projects. 

Clinton pledged that action to the AFL-CIO, saying his order 
will • • encourage federal agencies to consider using project labor 
agreements for any construction contracts they manage." 

To GOP opponents, the Herman nomination was a target of 
opportunity to stop him. • • All of a sudden, they decide that maybe 
they can get me to change some of the executive actions I have 
taken to try to prevent anti-union activities when it comes to 
government contracts by saying we just won't give you a secretary 
of labor,'' Clinton told a United Auto Workers conference Sunday. 

There are other avenues for opposition: a bill, which Clinton, 
of course, could veto, or an appropriations amendment to bar 
spending to implement such an order, or a court challenge like the 
one that reversed an earlier executive order on labor rules. 

But the nomination is the easiest and most immediate way to 
challenge the president. • • I want to use whatever tools are 
available to get their attention and make sure they quit attempting 
to legislate by executive order, " said Sen. Don Nickles of 
Oklahoma, the deputy GOP leader. He also said he won't let the 
nomination go to a vote unless Clinton relents. 

Under the confirmation system, any senator can put a hold on a 
nomination and keep it in limbo . 

A private foundation panel recommended in 1996 that the practice 
be ended, confirmation filibusters barred and the whole process 



.. 

• 

• 

streamlined. ' • It often disables the government as key appointments 
languish and federal agencies and departments go without 
leadership," the Twentieth Century Fund report said. Clinton 
praised those recommendations on the day he nominated the new 
appointees, including Herman, to his second-term Cabinet. 

That was more than four months ago. Questions involving fund 
raising and her role as head of the White House office of public 
liaison were raised and answered in writing before she finally got 
a four-hour confirmation hearing on March 18. There was no 
controversy, and the committee approved her for final Senate 
confirmation. Then the nomination collided with the disputed 
executive order. 

Under it, labor agreements covering wages, hours and work rules 
would be weighed in the awarding of contracts for federal 
construction projects. That would favor unionized contractors. 

Opponents contend that it is a political payoff to organized 
labor and would increase construction costs. Democrats counter that 
it already is widely used in state projects and can save money by 
setting rules in advance and avoiding work stoppages. 

Beyond that, there's the dispute over Clinton's authority to set 
contract guidelines by executive order. Republicans contend that 
improperly intrudes on congressional authority and would allow him 
to legislate by fiat. 

No matter that it has happened before, by order of a Republican 
president, on the other side of the same labor issue. On Oct. 23, 
1992, nearing the end of his unsuccessful campaign for a second 
term, Bush issued an executive order seeking to open federal 
construction work to nonunion contractors by forbidding the use of 
project agreements to keep them out. That weighed in on the side of 
nonunion contractors, who then endorsed Bush. 

There was no similar outcry about usurping powers then, Sen. 
Christopher Dodd, D-Conn., reminded GOP critics. 

EDITOR'S NOTE Walter R. Mears, vice president and columnist 
for The Associated Press, has reported on Washington and national 
politics for more than 30 years. 
APNP-04-24-97 0842EDT 
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White House spurns 
-GOP offer on Herman 
Sena~· Democrats threaten l~gislative logjam 
Bv Patrice Hill 
M~TIMII 

The White House turned a deat ear ya­
terday to a GOP compromile offer to break 
the l<>ilam over the Alexis Herman nomina• 
tion u DemOCflts threatened to tie up the 
Senate·until she is conftrmed u labor &ec• 
retary. 

Several ·conservative senators are hold· 
Ina up the c:onftnnation until Mr. Clinton 
withdraws an executive order he la draftin11 
\bat would promote unionization or federal 
construction projects. The White HOUie hu 
been• lnaistilli that the two Issues be 
decoupled. 

In talks with the White House, Sen. Don 
Nickles, Oklahoma Republican, said he 
suaested that President Clinton turn the • 
executive order Into leeiaJation and present 
It to Conare,a, enabllna the nomination to 
110 throU&b. • 

"Tbia ls the way to reaolve it ... We'll 
consider it ln the leaisJative process,.. he 
said. Republicans contend that Mr. Clinton 
does not have the lepl authority to impose 
new pro-union requirements on rederal 
contractors without conarusional action. • 

The Senate Labor and Human Resourcea 
Committee hu asked the administration to 
explain and defend the executive prder in a 
h • Wednesday. • · • • 
~lcklea Mid the White Houae "wun't 

too re,polllive" to his offer and appean to . 
have every intention or 1101ni throuah with 
plans to issue the order, which coula atrect 
$200 billion of federal and state construe• 
tion pl'Qfectl. • ' •. ' . 

Business poups are ~tenini to block 
the order in court But Democrats say it la· 

. within the preaident'I lepl authority be­
cauae·it offers auidance rather than a man­
date for rederal contractors to· follow. 

"He'd be llivinll up his preroptive. I 
think It'd~ foolish" for the president to till 

• the executive order and 1Ubmit leilalation, 

I 
said Gerald w. McEn~; president or the 
American Federation of State, County and 
~~pa,1 -~ploye~, ~ AFlrCIO affll. 

Demoaats start • ~ 
blocking Senate action on 
nonessential bills until the­
,:iomination is freed. 

late, in a brieftni with reporters. 
"He's 11ot to be able to·uae the veto - to 

be in control," he said. "It'I obvious that the , 
nomination is ~ held captiv.e by the· 
leadership of the Republican Party to aet 
the president to back otf . ... That's a dla-
arace." 

· Mr. McEntee said the AFlrCIO would 
"raise the level of the problem" bytryina" to 
whip up public opposition to file Herman 
roadblock. ~ should be resolved in the 
court ot public opinion," he said. 

Labor lll'Oupl ltaied a rally ln front of the 
Ca itol yesterday al with civil riahts 
anS women'! oraaniza~ who are push• 
ina"the Herman nomination. 

AFL-CIO President John Sweeney called 
the· Republican roadblock "the most offen­
sive kind otpolltlcldna." He said the union 
hu contacted more than 105,000 of its 
members, and -nearly 60 percent have 
qreed to phone their senators in protest 

Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun, Illinois 
Democrat, .-Id holdinll up the nomination 
WU like "beatinll your wile .... We've had 
it with the viol~ that hu been vilited 
upon Alexia Herman." • • 
~ u they IIIPke.. SeData Minority : 

Leader 1bln Duc&le 'told reportera tbac' 
Democrat, may start blockinll Senate ac. 
tion on nonessential billa until the nomina­
tion ii treed . .But be said be would· allow 
uraent items~ 110 throuih, IUCh u ~ 
relief for flood victima in the Mi,dweat. 
• Separately, Sens. Edward M. Kennedy of 
Masaachuaetta, Chris Dodd of Connectfcut 
ai\d' Paul Wellltone ot Minneaota.told labor 
and civil rfahta leaders that they would step 
~P their ffiht for the_ nomipation. . 
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. :,a·-SHINGTON. 
: :~ Cs-·gave·· $215 •million 

.rA D co~o..i elections 
_,..- Palltlcal ldlaD·commlttw ~ man tlllll mu 

mlllloa to eo. 111d Sealle calldldltll In die lllt ~ 
eycle, and lor die Int time Republlcul ID each dlimber 
sat more PACmmiey lban Democ:rall. dleFedenl Eleclloo. 
c.om,,,lllkm-llld -Tuelday. PEC NCGrdl znk bid: to ~871. 

.::35£~~=~ .1-, .-=-._--=--.:l:-itr--.l::--;t~j~1'.'"""""':f:'"':'41-:.-s:-:-:i-

•uoan TAUS: Buci,lt tlla lbat raime • .,.. • e n· 't1· "I I', 
tween tbe amtaa ldmlnlmlloo 111d die Republlcaa eoo- ~ '1 tt f. I I • pa could bAcunpllcated by 10 ~ ~ n J;; I f i 

=..-::,-.i::~sr ~ • I e ,~,,"u!'ltlsla _L 
• lllllltlllcludeareno • In~ , ,a · f..s f.!11! -

• :f::E'=:"'°,::.'?':"~ ~ i l i H ! . 9•111-~,~ 
.:'1n~c:a:~ ~ ~f,giiftl ;~! l 

1
. !l I !~t 

men11 are made 1n federal bend11; ,..,_ t''(I :1 ~ i f ll I , · · * I j Iii ! 'ti 
'· ::.:i:':i:::ea::= "! ii!! & •i Ii! : I.I.I' 1]11Jlgli =_.. ::.!.:::!:.~.! . ti.I mttl• u§I z 111111 /Ii . 

backofKamu,oneor~.~e-::.,s:e=:= . • ! -111~11
11:111, - ~ II, f aJ1

1
1

1 
t 

~~:-,Jo1m~~~~~~ ~ ;11 ~ et- ~ ·1,, • • i • 1af_ll!'Sll 
Grams or , James Inhofe ot Oklaboma, RJclwd • • 

11 • 1l J:i 6 It - I · I ~~·I! ii .e 

~~:i::r:~~ ~1:"a:: ·J ';1 s ;11 'l:d i _ 1111 ~ :;;:,.,~~~-:=n~~':'= J!Rag~r• ilig-a ■- a ! . ll 1~~ 
drops plans ~-~ve orders to lteer men federal a,o. l~~,lj l! i I J f I - < I l ~ -; ~ 
=:n,w:::=~~11

CIDI~~ j Q ff r-ats~~llB I 
leplatln&byex&:uuveon1er. 1rsw::~IIIICOllllltutlon- ~ 6 • s jJ ~ ~ 8 · 
E5:°2!~5=:~~:ea:i.e:: !' S l1li~!1~~~1 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE: Common cau.,e 111d the 1996 0 j !! !fa i I I ;J_g, 

coumeJ. Common cause president Ann "McBride and the 2 ; :: ii "i .l ,r :f1~~==~beai;:~~n:e~ ~ !i!is !~J! .ef 
group's lawyer, Fred Wertheimer, said Attomey GeneniJ · • ~ iS .g ~ f-!11 .S E 11: 

• JanetRenolsWroailnaytnamany1VadswerellllDCed .e ... !I • t: 0 

with "Iott money" not IUbject to restrictions. Parties .CID • = . 13 I ~ ~ I j ,s 11 
raise unllmltecl" amounts or IUCh money for aeoera1 pany C: .. U ,! j J I .8 

• building. But C.Ommon cause says the Democratic and ~ rlJ a ~ I J J lS J !I! s 
~====:es;:~~~~= Q . ? 11f 11 l!i ~~;J 
lobbies for stricter campalp laws. ~ ,: -• a i -~ ii ii _ g II 

ESPY INVESTIBATION: Ron Blackley was IDdlcted • J ~,1 s "' s:i !!! 
on charges that he lied about acceptlna $22,000 from pd, I ti I.fl :;-::i 
vate buslneas while he was clllef or /lfd to thei,,Agrlcul- , ,:, e:- ., ~ 
ture Secretary M.lke Espy. Blackley II Innocent, his lawyer • l'I • ll !;I t, I . 

~~~=:~::m'tti! • . 3!~1i~!~1 
1~ and bas denled·any wro~ol111, 1.5 i .s j §;:.,:, .s 

GOP FAVORITES: Retired eener- -5ll ., !>-
0
-c i I! j I~ ~ i 

al C.olln Powell contlllues to be the ""C f .!I 111 .._ - § 
presidential chOlce of Republican < ~g j!.llt ,11J "}·>. · 
voters. supported by 379' or m r&- ;,,.~ f:: Iii !I! F .e, g 
spondents In a USA TODAY /CNN/ • • 111 ... i:5 ~ ~ E 
Gallup Poll Texas Gov: George W. 
Bush, son of the fonner president, Is 
tied with .1996 VI~ presidential nomJ. 
nee Jack Kemp for secood at 14%. 
Next are fonner vice president Dan 
Quayle, 11%; fonper Transportation ............ S ~ 
and Labor secreU!ry Ellmbeth Dole. ~ 1111 lhe 
7%; publlsher Steve Forties, 69'; New • presidential choioe 
Jersey Gov. OUistle Whitman, 3%; 
and ronner Tennessee aovernor Lamar Alexander, 2%. 
Bush and Quayle are favored by more women 'than men, a 
plus In I party that had tt'OUble 8llrlctiD& female Voters In 
the '96 election, • ~ Richard Benedetto 

• Wrttten by Paul ~vill With Ital and wire repons 
'f, . . 

Jl 

•·----

USA TODAY 
WEDNESDAY. _APRIL 23. 1997 
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1ALSO IN WASHINGTON ::✓., ANOTHER DELAY:. President Clinton's nomlna, 

lion of Ellen Seidman to head the Office.of Thrin Sir 

• -~on 1oi:.·b1•es' 1..ro.-d :x:n-=-. -:-"i-:!I regulates fe<ler:llly insured savings 
.IJ I U llill , and Joans, was delayed by questions over the extent or 

. , her role in organizing a White House fund-f'l\ising .r.or c· hellll· ·ca1 anns··pact -~ event with top ~nke~.-The-~loted Press said, 11 • Seidman, a speoal White House assiSbntJor econom- . 
• .: . . le policy, has been meeting with Senate banking com-

President Olnton is tobbylng hard for passage of mlttee membeB to discuss '!!e Moy_ 1996 colfee 
the chemical weapons treaty that the Senate VOl~ 00 . ltlatch,_w_blc~ sbe_,dldn\ attend. . . _ ••. 

~-~":=~'1t_'::~ = U:: • BOMB INVESTIGATION: ~n has~~ im-
. Monday. Debate begim Wednesday. Demoaats faYJ)I' • livdy linked to the J~ ~ ~ng that killed 19 US. ' 
the~ but need at least 22 RepubUcam'to get the semcenien at a, {llihtary hoiisi__ng complex In Saudi 
two-thirds ~e required for ratikatlon. The pact, ap, Arabia. ~ense Secretary William Cohen said. -i:i,e 
proved by 72 natlom, takes elfect April 29 with or evidence cooceming the Khobar ToweB' bombing 
·without us. pertk:lpatlon. Foreign Relatlom Olalr- . thus far _1s fragmentary, Incomplete and very drcum- . 
man Jesse Helms, R-N.C., ls strongly opposed. He says stantial, Cohen said. "We do not have·8!1Y concrete 
there's no yerllcatloo and It wlU hurt us. com-ft'- evidence of any country bell)g directly linked to the • 

• - • .-, ....... • bombing.• Ne,n repor1! have said there Is increasing. 
Majority_ Leadet' Trent Lott, R·Mm.. Is u~tted. evidence of Iran's ~ but Cohen said the 
HERMAN NOMINATION: Senate Minority ~ -.__ FBI has not completed Its Investigation. "'More evi- • 
er Tom Da!chle urged Republlcam to •vote on the • cleoce Is to be gatb~ and inrould ~ premature . 

·oom1nat1on of Alexis Herman to be Labor'~ . . and ~live to try and lay ~ respons1bi~ty at the • 
• but c:onceded the chance of a vote this week "loob feet of any country ~ any particular group, be said. , 

ab9o1utelJ nil. • Herman was to be voted on BAS& CLOSINGS: 1be Army said iWs now saving 
last week, but Senate Majority• more from base closures and•teallgnments than It Is 
Leader Trent Lott. R-Mlss., spending In the program that all'edS 803 bases world­
nixed it because of GOP angier wide. Tbe Anny, In Its ninth year of a 13-year pn> 
OYer President Clinton's pend- gram. ezpectS to save $996 million a year. ln mid­
Ing executive ordeB to make April. sa~ overtook the SS.l !>ill!on cost of the ~ 
federalconlractlngfrlendllerto • alignment, the Armysaid. ...- ,, . 

~~~~==· TRUIIAN SUITE: Irs1-ts2 yearssi~~ 
• Congress on labor 1:ssues, and .rt baberdasber Hany .Trvman vacated swte No. 274. 

they don't want to vote on Her- .of tbe Rµssell ~ Olke Building to beal!ne Prest- • 
. , . ., inan until Olnton clarUles bis· -~ Franklin Roosevelt's vice p~denl Monday, an-

• ...,,_ ·~• • planDecf executive orders.. . other~ showed off the new di&, to _!Which be • 
to connct Issue "Ibey are -boldlng ber bcJ&- . had moved. rm not sure rm Trumanesque, said the 

• tage to this rederal contract ~ _occupant, Repu~n Sen. Ch,:tsl?J>h~ Bond. 
matter," said D89cbfe,- OS.D: Olntoo a~ed •to Im)ust from~ Thel~rooms111telscoveted· 

: un1oo members SUnday to lobby senators to"conlrm ollcespace and. since TrumaJ_I s days. had been occu-
Hennan. • - • pied at various limes-by Sem._ Barry Goldwater, R-

Her nomination Initially was stalled OYer questions Artz.; F.dmund S. Muslue. D-Maine; Uoyd Bentsen, D­
about her role In the Democratic rund-ralslng 5C8Jl<lal Texas;_ and David Pryor, Q-Ar";. 
when she was White House director ~f public liaison. Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports 

By Tom Squitieri . 
USA TODAY .' • •• - ' 

Wtiitewater ~ ioumei 
Kenneth Starr will ask for an exi-

• slon or the two special grand JI!~--", 
' probing t!te failed Whitewater ~ It 

deal and related activities.' • 
- Starr Is expected to ask tbe court>; 
Ibis week to keep the grand ~ Inf. 
Uttte Roclt active for at ten an ad-i 

. dltlonal six months. 1bat panel's I :a,;: l 
month term expires oo,May 7. The • 
term for another grand pry ID Wlt!lt-"" 
ill#OO reviewing Wbltewater. testi-+ 
l110llJ expires In mid-May., •• 

When an lndepebdent_mim,el ls-: 
appointed to ·Jead a probe. a graniil • 
jury Is called to _bear !eslimooY Ud', 
eYldence to determine whether lit-~ 
dlctments In a criminal case should', • . • ,. . • • .,. -­
be Issued. SUch grand juries are ap- . Starr. Says,_ James McDougal lm'prowled new kifo,,llliol'I on lt"e cw ', 
pointed for a_~. but prosecutors - ,·· • . . • • • 
can ast for two silt-month extensions. - • lied artier about OintOll'I umJhe. While Bou,e ollclals.. Slarr ls laft:lti. 
1be cun-ept grand Jury Is the secood ·, meot "to save my own skin.",: • . gating wbetber. tbmi!J jobs . wen ID,_ 
oo the probe In Uttle Rock; the Int Abo 111st weetr, White BoU9e cblef • tended as "busb !DOOCY" to limit&. 
beard testimony ror two years. . of std--ErstlDe Bowles and pr& bell's~ ·with ~C&ltm:N• 

Slarr wants the Uttle Roell grand dentlal a,ua,elor Mack~ te,. • MeaDwhUe, the Olntoas' Whitew. 
jury extended becau,e be believes tiled before the Uttle RGCk panel. ter lawyer, David Kendall, 11111 t. 

, be IIIL'i new Information provided by , That grand jury bas expanded Its come a potential witness la tbe grand . 
convldecl Whitewater felon James ~ .focus to eiauntne the c-in:urnstaoc:es pry probe of paymelllS lo Hubbell. 
McDougal and OCbers. • - • __ -:. !UJTOUDdiDg jobs glWG to Webster Jbe Wlilte Rome cooirmed Noo-

McDoupl _was sen~ to three. Hubbell between his reslgnaUon day tlllt ICmdall attended a Mardi 
years In prison last week oo ~ -• from his Jmtlce Department post la . 1994 meeting ID the White-Bou9e 
of loan fraud. Sfarr.sa1d then that" ; Mardi 1994 and bis p1ky plea to with the Clnlom and some _. 
McDougal was-providing new details fraud and tax eYmioD In December. members. 1bat meeting Is being • 
on what President Olnton knew •• Hubbell, a ronner partner_ at the veslipted by SlarT. ~ Wblle 
about the Whitewater land ~ls. . Rose Law Flnn with Int lady Hlllary Hou,e a1cles attended, that could~· 

McDougal had regularly appeared Rod ham Olntoo, was paid more than elude the Olntom from clalmlng at­
before the Uttte RocJt Jucy. But In an $◄00,000 ID 1994 In various jobs ar- torneJ,dlent privUege or mauen cl& 
Interview M.ooday, be_ said be had ranged for him. In pan, by senior cm.,ed with Kendall that day. 

USA TODAY 
TUESDAY. APRIL 22. 1997 
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_/ -Dispute lllay 
have~ 
·on Herman 

.MONEYLINE 

nor-· tion =-~-
By Edward Weaver and Yene. 
USA TOD Yene aid a comract was· 

signed. In late May 1996. "I • 
• Two~o ~ partners In a have the 11.&ned contract," 
.consultlll& Wbole tlel to Yene aid. "l do not lie," 
Whlt.e . aJcle Alals ~ Weaver•• lawyer Jeffrey 
man may ve cJou4ed her Fr1ed, to questloolng Yeoe'I 
·110mlnatl to be ,ecretaJy ot credlblllty, said DO written 
Labor charPI Sunday qreement ever ezilted. ln. the 
.ID a bl~ dllpute linked to pat week, moreQVer, Fried 
their deallnp wttJl a Singapore hal said In 1etter1 to USA TO­
,bus!Dea exec:uUve. DAY that Yeoe bad dlaemJ. 
: At the center of the ~ naled "falN documenll" 
·Vanessa Weaver, a toimir Fried acknowledaed the· 
buslnea IIS!iOdate ot Berman. WeaveJ1.Yene arm was , paid 
the d1rec:tor of the White Home ::i;;,proxJmately three 
omce of Public Llalloa; Lau- by Rahmao'I arm. 
.rent Yene, a fonner partner of Global Aero Desllll Centre. 
.Weaver's In a Wuhlngtoo coo- But, .he lllcl, ''tbe·only agr-. 
sultlll& Drm; and Abdlll Rah· ment that existed was an oral 
:man. a Singapore exec:uUve. UDdenlaDdlDt' between Rab-
: Tbe dispute amooa the tor- man and the Weaver-Ylne 
.mer business anodats II note- arm ID late June. 
;wortby becaWIII of the potenllal . Rahman •worked with a 
11ama,e their activities could Washlngloa arm named Mo­
have on Berman's Labor DOml- bile Qvnrnnolcatlom Boldmp : 
.nation. She faces a ccoarm. to llelp It and over.. blM> 
tlon vote In the Senate. Ing tor Ill prOl)09ed $1.1 blllloo 
: In lnt.emews, Yeile, a Cam- at.ellite project. 1be compuy 
eroon native. maiDla1m he and said he was ot uwe ·use. and 
.Weaver were h1red by Rab- wasootauthor1zecrtoenterlnto 
man because of their "White any aareerneiit w1111 Weaver 
Bouse oonnedlons." Yene 111d and Yene. Mobile hal been 
be Introduced Rallman to Ber- seeking an FCC license for lb 
man In May at the Four Sea- proposed &lobal satelllte t.elo-
sons Hotel 1n Washlnatoo. phone l)'ltem. • 
Yene's aedlbllUy hal been UD- Mobile CommunlcaUons 
~er heavy attack by Weaver Ollet EDalttwl-David Castle! 
and the White Bouse.· 11&1 saJd his company never 
: Yene llld lie and Weaver l)8ld any money to Rahman, 
y.,ere h1red by Rahman to ~ Weaver or Yene. Last mootb, 
mote a proposed Sl.l blllloll· he dacrtbed both Rahman 
~t.e P.TOJed. A llceme ap- and Yeoe • · ,elf,prornoten, 
plication Is pending at~ fed- . US,. TODAY maJed last · 
eral ConufUlD!catlons Commll- week ·that Berman gave 
~on ~- The White BoUle Waaver unusual a«. to the · 
acknowledges that Berman White Bouse. Sornetlrnes, 
and Weaver are trleads.. Bow- Weaver broupt aJoa& hllb­
~. I White House- tpOkel- powered corporate'cJleoll. 
rnanllld Berman did DO lllanlf· Yeoe 8ll'Md reomlllY to an,, 
Jcant ta tor Weaver. • swer questSoas from USA TO-
• Tlle d pute Sunday .cen• DAY about his 8rm'I deallngs. • 
lered oo a wrUtell COD- IDcllldlq Ill dor1I wttJl Rall-. 
tract had been aecut• man and,~. toltgo up 

. ed Rallman and the Coaao u a clleot. USA TODAY 
Yleave1:: ene !Inn. Rahman bad uncovered documen.tl 
1115 ,not JMondl,d to a ctoan trom oCbm re1atma to tile 
met1S1189eeklng cunment oo W~Yeoe arm'I dort to 

p Wltb Bermu, w1D buslna from O)qo. 

FED NOMINEE: PNlldeat 0latoll • ·to name 
Rqier Feraua,a. a~ wll1t CCNJltlDI '1m McXlmey 
A Co. to tile Federai ~ ·Board It be J)IIN beck· 
around cbeai, Reuten ~ Sunday, attributlnl the 
fntormatloo to an unnamed U:S. oGlda1. F'e,rJIIIOII, 45. has a 
law degree and· doctorate ID ecooomlcl rtorn BarYvd 
Unlvmlt,y. Tbe ollldal said Ferauni, Wllo II black, was 
apeded to be propmed •a~ to the ceotral ballt 
board a1o1!1 wU11 Un1ver11ty of Ml\diJpn economist ~ 
ward' Grarnllch. Grarnlldl'I Cllldlidlcy '.WIii ~ by 
anolher o1llc:lal 'lbw'lde,y. • • • 

• --··-.. . -~ .... . 
ON HOLD? AJl'l'oacll Cemmunle1dom qreed u 
t,u,y ·US West's domeltlc rnobU&1)lloDe bullDells, but Ille 
deal II tbree,teoed by a drive ln.Walblngtoo to ellmlnate a • 
tu break uy. to 1be merpr. 1be lale WOUid make San 
~ Alr'l'ouch IICCilld. • 011b' to AiltT In the 
--- bGllnes. AirTouch - to lllae ltDck. worth 
aboath ll.blDm.at~tlcie;~ , ~ - bllllcG.llt ·Wilt . • ., .·3:-=»2~~· ~ \ 
boldeis,ot .US.Welt lledla Grow>. a unit of US WIii. But~ ( 
bill !Dtn)duc:ed ID Congrea oo Wodllelday would eliminate 

• the tu break for deals IDIIOUD09CI' after t1lat date. Tbe • 
complnk'jl "'lld tf t. lepl•Uoa paael, they would ,eek 8D 
~ptloo becalllfJ they· have been ID talb tor lllOl1lhl. 

USA TODAY 
MONDAY. APRIL 21. 1997 
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putemay 
have bearing 
on Herman ..... 

1-tenn.n:Nospedal 
fClvors for friend, 
Whl1e House says. 

• • • nommation 
By Edward T. Pound 
USA TODAY 

Two lormer partners ln a 
0>nsulUng 11ml whose ties to 
White House aldc Alexis Her­
man may Ila~ d01,1ded her 
nom1D8tton to be secrcuuy of 
Labor traded cbzu'ges SUnday 
1n a bitter dispute ·linked to 
their t\ealtng9 with a Slnaapore 
bustnem exccuttve. 

At the center of the dlspute: 
Vanessa Weaver, a rormer 
b\S.ness 8$0Clate ot Herman, 
the director ot the White House 
omce of Publlc IJalson; Lau­
rent Yenc, a tonnet partner o1 
Weaver's 1n a Wasll1ngt.On COil• 
Wll1ng ftrm; and AbdUl Rah· 
man, a Singapore executive. 

Ihc dlspute amocg tl:le for• 
mer business aBC1a1es Is note­
worthY because of the potential 
damage their activities coUld 
have on Hennan 's Labor nomi­
nation. She faces 11 conlinna· 
t1on vote In the Senate. 

ln·lntervtewa. Yene, a cam­
et00n r.ativc, ma!DtaJns he and 
Weaver were lllred by Rah· 
man became ot thelr "W'1it~ 
Rouse ccn11.ect1ons." Yene said 
be Introduced Rahman to Her• 
man In Mey at the Pour Sea· 
sons Hotel In Washington. 
Yene's credlbllity baS been un• 
der heavy attaclc by Weaver 
and the-White House. 

Yen.e said be and Weaver 
were hired by RnhmaD to pro­
mote a pror,osed $1.1 billion 
satellite proJect. A llcense ap, 
pUcal1oD is per.ding at the Fed­
eral Communicatioos Commis­
sion (FCC), Ihe White House 
acknowledaes that Herman 
a.ad W&iver are friends. How­
ever, a White House· rpok~ 
man aald Herman did no li&Olf· 
leant favors tor Weaver. 

'I'he dispute Sunday cen­
tered on Wbcther a written con• 
tract bad actually been execut­
ed between Rahman and tile 
Weaver-Yc,ne firm. Rahman 
bas DOt responded to a den.en 
l'Nll!ISages seeking comment on 
b/11 dealings witll Herman. 

Weaver and Yene. 
Yene sald a contract was 

Signed. ln late May 1996. "I 
II.ave the signed contract," 
Yene said. ''I'do ool lie." 

Weaver's lawyer Jottrey 
Fried, In questioning Yene's 
credibility, said no written 
agreement overemtea. In me 
past week, moreover, Ft1ed 
has said In lettets to USA TO­
DAY that Yene had dl$ernl~ 

. Dated "false documents.+· 
Fried acknowledged the 

Weaver-Yenc ftnn was pald 
tor •·a~proxlmately three 
months' by Rabrnan's ft.rm. 
Global Aero Design CWre. 
But, he Bald. "the on!y lli1'86-
ment ~ ex:ISted was an oral 
understendiog'' between Rah­
man. an(t the Weaver-Yene 
11rm In late June. 

Rahman worked with a 
Washlllgton 11nn named Mo­
bile CommUll.lcatlo~ Holding, 
tO help It find overseas Jlnanc­
lng tor Its proposed $1.1 billion 
safelllh!i project. The company 
said he was of lllUe use, and 
was not aulllorit.e(t to enter Into 
any agreement with Weaver 
and Yene. Mobile has been 
seeldng an FCC license for its 
propo91!d global sate.ll.lte tele­
phone system. 

Moblle Communications 
Chief Executive David castiel 
has said hJs compaey never 
pnk1 nny money to Rahman, 
Weaver or Yene. Last .month, 
he dcscrtbed both Rahman 
and Yene as selt-promoters. 

USA TODAY revealed last 
week that Herman gave 
Weaver unusual access to the 
Wb.ite Hou$e. Sometimes. 
Weaver brought aloag h.igb­
powered corporate cllenl's. 
. Yeoe agreed reccnay to an­
swer questloos 1rom USA TO­
DAY about his mn's d.e.alings. 
lnduding tts etrorts with. Rab­
man and. aeperntdy, to stgn up 
Congo as a Client. USA TODAY 
bad uncovered documents 
from otbers relattq to the 
Weaver-Yene 1irm's etlort to 
will business trom Con&o, 
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Herman's Cabinet Nomination on Hold (Wubn) 
By William Dou&lu (c) 1997, New1day . . 

WASHING TON Alexis Hemwl's oonfinnati011 u labor secrewy 
remained in limbo Thursday u White House officials and Senate 
Republicans failed to re,olve a labor issue that is blocking the vote . 

• 'Both sides presented their views and we didn't ~ away with 
my cooclusicm or progress,• said Joe Lockhart, a White House 
spokesman. '' We'll hive to cootinuc to ~one for 101De sort of 
agrcemait• 

But sane senators said Hemwl's coofinnltion will remain in limbo 
until Presidait Clintco backs away fi'om a proposed executive order to 
change~ cootracting rules regarding labor agreements. . 

• • AlcxiJ Herman's nomination is DOI going anywhere in the Senate. 
until we have USIUllllCes that the administration is not going to 
continue to try to legislate by executive order," said Gayle Osterberg. a 
spokeswOIJllD for Sal. Don Nicldes, R-Olda., who atteDded 
Thursday's meeting. 

Hcnnall seemed beaded for coofumltiOD after the Senate Labor 
Committee unanimously approved her nomination lut weelc. But 
Senile MijoritfLeadet Trent Lon:R-Miss.: postponed a fliff Senate· 
vote to protest C,liD':°°'s proposed chaoaes in federal cootractjng rules. 

The changes. outliDed by Vice Presidait Al Gore in 'February, would 
CD~ur&ge federal agCDcies to oonsider maltjng coordinated 
agr=neots with labor, including unioos, ~ govemment-1\mded • 
projects. Wednesday, C!inton restated bis in~tion to sign the order. 

Lott aod other RepubliCIDS say Clinton is ,trying to circumvent 
Coogress with the order. Teo Republicao members of the Senate 
Labor Committee backed Lott and w-ged CliDtoo ' · in the s1roogest 
tenns to recx>clSider this initiative. and DOI promulgate this or any 
similar executive order.• 

Another potential problem for Hermao surfaced when published 
reports this week said she hid used her position u bead of the White 
House Public Liaisoo ,Office to help a businesswomaD friend. 
. The reports say Hemwi invited V&IICSSI Weaver, who beads a 

Maiyland-bued IIIIDlgemeDl coosulting fum, to the White House 
nearly 30 times. Weaver sometimes brought business associates to the 
White~ wit!i her to meet Hemwl or attend brieµnga or 
ceremomes, the reports said. • . • 

HcnDIII his said that she did DOI use her position to help friends or 
bu.,inm IQOCiates. . . • • 

GOP Lawmaken Glad to Have Gin&rich Ethics Meas­
Behind Them (Wuhn) By Charlea.V, Zehren (c) 1997, 
Newsday • 

WASHINGTON Whit retired Smite Majority Leader Bob Dole 
dubbed • •. • · 
a ·'long-term investment" in the future of the Republic8JJ Party yielded 
immediate dividends Thursday u relieved members of the fractious 
majority rallied arouod unbowed House Speaker Newt Gingrich. 
R-Oa. 

• • There's a lot of happiness. It's obviously coming to a cooclusion. •· 
said Rep. Marie Foley, R-Fla.., after Gingrich toolc the tloor and 
explained bis plan to borrow $300.000 from Dole to personally pay 
his ethics peoalty. ' 

Copgressiooal RepubliCIDS expressed the hope that Oingrich's • • 
decisioo will shift the focus in the 105th Congress io issues related to 
the J:,udgct. taxes, deregulatioo and tort refomi that hive languished 
amid the preoccupation with scandal. '' We have a elem slate," wd 
RepubliC8JJ strategist Eddie Mahe. "Let's move on.• . 

Still, Republicaos. Danocnts 811d indepmdent wlysts Thursday 
asserted that ~ch's acti011 would do liitle to defuse the bitta- • • 
political atmosphere that has l!llde Capitol Hill compromise 011 

nagging policy questioos diflicult if DOI impossible. . 
~ch's ~t abo enforced widespread public cyllicism, 

said Paul Hcodric of the Center for Responsive Politics, 
a DOD-partisan Washingt.oo. D.C.-.bued government watchdog group. 

' 'All of this clearly illllSlralCS how the political and campaign 
~ _systems we have in the United States are e:ffectively damaging 
~ ability of cl~ officials to govern. Both sides of govemmeot the 
Hill and ~ White House are not f\Jnctiooing eff'ectively ," Heodric 
said. . • 
~ speaker bclped his standing llll(Xlg Republicans. said Rep. • 

Michael Forbes, R-N. Y., the first Republican to oppo,e publicly his 
re-election II speaker fur this sessioo. Neva1he1ess. Fabes aped . 
the underlying problem remains. '' The Amqican people loolc at the 
White House 111d Congress and still uy, ·You're boCjl in the cesspool.' . . 

The '!Nay the loao is structured, Gingrich will not owe his first 
payments 1mtil 200S, three yem after be his said be would quit as 
speaker. Citing the long clicot lineup at the Wuhingtoo law firm Dole 
said be would join, Char)CJ Lewis of the Cam for Public Integrity 
asked~ corponlC interests would be~ Gingrich 

, fiDaocia1ly fur four years. "This entire - is vay unoettling. • Lewis 
said. .. ' ' 

Such an ~ may wonen the public's already c:oosiderable 
cynicism toward it, inltihltia11 i~ WuhiJiitoa. said Mafk RouJl. ID 
usociate professor of politi_cal science at American University in 
W.~ "And ooeJIIClllba ofCoogress paying one peoalty is DOt 
80lll& to change that," Rozell said. • 

As Oingridi delayedbia decisi011011 how to pay the peoalty. he faced 
a growing revolt from within his own rmlcs, fueled further by past 
heavy haDdedoess toward other Republicw and his flip-flop on if and 
when Congress should consider a tax cut 
_But Gingrich's s:peech Thursday appeared to salve the wounds 8Dd 

should aid his political recovery witbio bis own party; said Joe 
Temna of the Hot1iDe political news service. ··Newt his made a lot of 
people 011 his side 01'.the aisle-afot more·comfortable," 'rerrana sai_d. 

··This gives Oingridi uphill lDOlllentum, • $lid SIIZIDDe Oanneot, an 
expert 00 political ICIDdab for the Americao Enterprise Institute. a 
WuhiJiitoa, D.C., think tlnlc. 

Gingrich's IIIDOUDCeineDt seemed to catch Democnts flat-footed. 
But by late Thursday they marshaled a virulent response, accepting the 
speaker's decision to pay personally the $300,000 fine, but 
questiODing whether be would actually abide by the tenns of Dole's 
loan. . . 

··Gingrich is never tver, tver, ever, ever, ever. ever, tver, ·ever, ever 
-going to pay that IDOllCY baclc to Dole,• said Rep. Gary Aclcerman, 
D-N.Y. "So are we going to lctup?Let upl Letup! What could be 
worx? Newt lwb't reached into bis pocket fer a dusty dime!" 



cans wd GOP 1awma11ers make new -olfen,-Mally eenlMnt.-«Uldellnes frlendlleF to labor unions. No tur-

Sena. •e· v o ~""ft~ . ff~ l r W1tfTf1UfER: Former"\vhlte House cllief of stalf want to force RepubUcans to write their own balanced ther meetln&"S are plamled. 
,IJ -.. ,1,~ •~ :A . Thomas -Jack"' Mclarty appe8ffiS before a Utile IJucl8et. wbk:b could be ioec1 apln!Jt tbem 1n eledlolls • • CTION 

Rock federal grand jury ln\leStipll113 payments to became It Ukely would have deeper spending cuts than CORRE : Among politlcal c:ontributon Ill• ll9t 

On Che,-mwcal anus treaty Whltewaler w1tnes Wellster Hubbell Mclarty, now an a bipa.r1i9an plan. Budg!!t tallls resume Wednesda_ y._ • Tilur,clay from MoCher Jona, Jon Conine says be did 
~aa.a advl9er to Presldm OIDfoQ, trled to Ind prtvate jota not Fon a Commer0II ~ trade misloll. 

. • - :. - fOI' Hubbell lo 1994 liefore be resigned from the J\lltlce CHILD CA8E.: Presidelll Q1$lD and Int lady HIiia- • • 
Tbe Senate agreec1 TbursdaY to voce OD tbe dHimlc:al • Departmellt trblle wider 1t..estipdoo ror bUklnC bis r, Rodbam atnton joined re,earcbel:, and cbllckare Powell: NO' warning of chemicals 

weapons treety next week. Id al!lo pe:9LWJd a ,eparate former law parmers. Hubbell pleaded gwlty and ezpertsal tbe Wb11,e Bou:9e COOference OD Early Oilld 
bill tbal ane view as an '1tel'J)atlve to the lntenladoaa1 agreed ID coopen11e dll WhlleWafb.pco,eculon In- Detelopmenl-and LeaminC to blgbllgbt the benells of Retired ~ Colla Powell, the IOp U.S. mllllaiJ 
pad. Tbe OilltOCl edmiDlstratlol\ bas pmbed bard for 11p11 • Clinton's Arbmal bU9IDe!I dealinp. Pro9ec»' e8,ty nurb1rq of cblJdrell by pamltl. TIie Olnlom leadel' durtllg the PenilD Gulf WW, 1014 tbe Sen■ile-
ntllcalloo of. Ifie trealy to bail ~ weapons,. 1on !:nteolma'lf lttbeatreqts 10 Ind wort fOl'H• a19o-, tbe occ:aslOD to pum tor more spendlna·QII eransoommlttee lbatbe never Ft.• CA warnlllt~ 
wMcb bM bee11 approved by 72 Mdom. . • bell were lnteDded eo keep him from cooperad.ns ea,ty edac#ion,_ child care aod beellll care. - ~ weepoas mlgllt be pre,eat wbm U.S. trOOIJI 
' ~ -ForeJp ReladoosRJ.MO 0laU" . ID g_ Loa11, ~ lndepellltent ooumel ~ b1eW up an Iraqi anna dump after die lNl 'ric:IIDry. 

lmll .1e9e Be:bm, ,..._ an 't · ileda Smr 1QeCl a federal aweaJs court to ap11o1c1 t11e FUND-iAISINI PROBE: "None of -. • • • 
pooem, baslli;Owed proer-GO "caavk:tiom <JI SlmD McDoUIIII and tonner ArbDm A1tonttt!J General Jaod Rmo I'&- ~-id, -"lled 

: Under a M'lt agseemm.·tbe S- • per1" Jim GuyTllcbr' lorWhilenlercrtmes. "1be Jel:ted 'Republk:M criddlm. of ea:, rw 10 be-
Ille will opm ll bf;lart of debele evkleDce Is aotsllm. Iii fad It ls OYelWbelmll&" SlalT her ded!bl D0t eoteet .. Incle- lle.e that the: . 
OD tbe.lre■lY 'W~ wldl a filld tbe jlld8,el. McDoapl tmd Tocleray ~CODYlo- pendmtcoumel tl>iave,dplelM>- • blowing up of 

.. :f' ~~ ~ ..= dons are laliud.by varloUserron clurlngtbe tr1al. :-.:-~ ~ =-~:::~ 
mdlb-J• a,ald 1111 tbe treaty. I. Y. POLITICS: Oaf. GecxJt and die DemoctatlC Puf;y. ·511e troopS IO a bmnl 
A~ bill that tbe Senate . P11U1 aid llr'ldumpllg Lt Oaf. aid a ~ Departmem last for which they 

i:m-1'~ • partr,Une.,_ would BdsJ ~ -Ra from bl., force II c:ontlDQj!W Its IDW9tlp- were n'ot pre-
• • • ban cj~).i.tcat and biological re eleh tiaret De:d year, dl- tl0G. •N. tllll polDI, we can't Ind .. ...:.._--. ~-:' pared." 

.._ Bl II no ~-wtdlln tbe USA, lmpOlle Ing her~ musal to wor1i ipeCllc and credil,le. eYideDCe ,__ -,· • .,., .. Sb1m bJ U.S.· 

.._.. tor ""Y ~ ···• · ~ and r&- •part· ;,, «II' ilDlfecl team." TIie 1llll - c::affl'fJd _... ... Im l!Jl0lt1g pcalca and allied war• 
• Ire ... ......_.SE: other -J ..--.· qu ..,....,..~. It II not. two 1lave dlsa8reed OD a lllllllber Ylolaled al federal law," 'Reno planes OD Iraqi • 
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UJlllmW' ~ tbe treid1, l■kS sen...._ and educadoG baDdnl, Poel6- • die be!Jl 111111g I can do _II Ignore the polltlcs, !pore tbe logical weapom 
8-,,e, leDU DelDOaS OIi Che_ forelp reildcm penel. ble replac ~ Palallf said, t. ,, pre9lffll," - Gery Flelds 91t11i1 an, part of a 

• . • • dude 111t1e S\lpeme Court Jm- • broader lnqulry • FEC SEBS RECOIDS: ne-Pedenl ElecdOD ti0e 11arv Dooo11ue ·anc1 P1rb • McCaugt-, Role: PAPBWAll: T11eDe1emeDepartme11t,'ftidlmes 1mow111tmaybe 
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• Illa~ law,et Jim Bopsf.· . - Olact ~ ty's race to D'Amato, a dlreMenD RepubU- . • • gaa 1114 be ns b'1lllrllled at bow long It took ID 11t· 
• • • • ~-· • • CU' !ncvrnbeot ~ odler 'DelQQCnlll eo are 111& IIEIIIUII .IIOIIIIATION: Pres1c1eDt CDntoa and ~ aboUt cbeink:ill ~ IDcldeDII. • 
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Records Show Favors· for Nominee's Friend 
ByCHR~TOPHERDREW 

and MICHAEL WINES 
WASHINGTON, April 15 - In the 

last four years, Alexis M. Herman, 
President Clinton's nominee. to be 
Secretary of Labor and her aides at 
the Whlte House have done several 
personif and bustneSS favors for a 
close friend of Ms. Henn.an who 
bought her management-cons~ltlng 
firm ln 1993, lntervtews and Govern­
ment records show . • 

Ms. Herman. who direCtS • the 
White House omce of Publlf Liaison, 
has Invited the friend, Vanessa J. • 
weaver, to the White House more 
than two dozen Umes ancttaken Ms. 
Weaver's sister on a trade mission, 
the records show. On several occa­
sionS, Ms. Weaver took buSlness as­
sociates to the White House to meet 
with Ms. Herman or ~ttend policy 
briefings and ceremonial events. 

Ms. Herman's assistanCe has pro­
vided a high-level entree for Ms. 
Weaver, a former Procter & Gamble 
manager who moved to the Washing­
ton area from Los Angeles a few 
years ago . 

With the Senate expected to vote 
soon on Ms. Herman's nomination, 
the new lnformation raises questions 
abnut whether she and her aides 
helped supply Ms. Weaver with ac­
cess and prestige to expand her con,, 
suiting buSlness. Ms. Weaver's com­
pany, Alignment Strategies Inc., ~d­
vises large corporations on raetal 
diversity and othe, issues, Including 
some that could come under the La­
bor Departmen~•s purview. 

Toe White House issued a two­
sentence statement by Ms. Herman 
today rejecting the notion that any of 
the visits had been improper. It 
read: "I am not aware of and have 
norparttcipated ln any effort by any­
.>ne I know to profit commercially 
from their relationship to me or from 
my position ln the White House. Fur­
ther, I would not condone any such 
activity If It had occurred ... 

But former associates contend 
th!ll Ms. Weaver sought to benefit 
from her ties to Ms. Herman in seek· 
Ing various types of business. For 
Instance, In October 1995, Ms. Her­
man had lunch at the White House 
with Ms. Weaver and Mlrellle Lis• 
souba, the daughter of the President 
of Congo, at a time when Ms. W~aver 
was trying to put together busmess 
deals In Africa. 

Last year , one of Ms. Herman's 
aides forwarded to the Federal Com• 
municatlons Commission a letter 
from an Arizona satellite executive 
who complained to the White House 
about the agency's licensing process. 

White House officials malntalned 

that Ms. Weaver, who did not return 
calls for comment, was not lnvolved 
in the satellite project at that time. 
But they acknowledged that ·shortly 
after the letter was passed to the 
F.C.C., Ms. Weave began_worklng_ 
with a Slngapo buSlnessman in­
volved ln the same $500 million 
project Ms. Weaver and her sister, 
Caryllss Weaver, paid at least 
$50,000 to attend il>emocratic Party 
fund-raiser In a Ylrglnia suburb of 
Washington last October, where the 
Singapore buslnessman. Abdul Rah· 
man, briefly met President Clinton. 

Ms. Herman also attended the 
fund-raiser . 

A White House spokesman, Joseph 
Lockhart, said Ms. Herman had 
talked to Ms. Weaver about riding to 
the fund-raiser with her and Mr. 
Rahman but had not ended up going 
with them. 

Ms. Herman has declined to grant 
interviews while her nomination is 
under consideration. But Mr. Lock· 
hart said that the lunch concerning 
Gongo and other contacts between 
Ms. Herman and Ms. Weaver were 
iMOCUOUS and that Ms. Herman had 
not done any substantial favors for 
Ms. Weaver. He said tha while Ms. 
Weaver might have sought to benefit 
from the relationship, "there's noth· 
Ing that shows that Alexis was ac­
tively assisting in this." 

Mr. Lockhan and other Federal 
officials, Including some at the 
F.C.C., said Ms. Herman had never 
personally Intervened In the satel­
lite-licensing process, which Is still 
pending. 

The new questions are the latest in 
a series of issues that have arisen in 
Ms. Herman's nomination process. 
The Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee delayed voting 
for several months amid questions 
about her political campaign activi­
ties and her personal finances. 

But the committee unanimously 
approved her nomination last week. 
The Senate majority leader, Trent 
Lott of Mississippi, has said he will 
llke to bring it to a vote by ti,::. !:. " 
Senate soon. 

By all accuun.s, Ms. Her ,o ... , a.1d 
Ms. Weaver, a 43-year-<>ld psycholo­
gist with a doctorate, have been 
friends since the mid- to late-1980's, 
when Ms. Weaver worked for 
Procter & Gamble In Cincinnati and 
It hired Ms. Herman's company, 
A. M. Herman & Associates, as a 
consultant on diversity issues. 

Ms. Weaver later moved to Call· 
fomia, leaving Procter & Gamble I~ 
1991 and focusing on building busi­
ness for her own firm, Alignment 
Strategies. Mr. Lockhart said Ms. 
Herman had lent Ms. Weaver money 
to buy a house In California and had 
also hired her to help with consulting 
projects. 

Ms. Weaver's company also got 
major contracts on Its own, with 
companies like Procter & Gamble 
and Quaker Oats. Randy JacksOn, a 
former vice president at Quaker 
Oats, said that Ms. Herman had noth­
ing to do with Ms. Weaver's contract 
there and that the company was 
pleased with her work. 

Ms. Herman, then a top official at 
the Democratic National Committee, 
also hired Ms. Weaver to help with 
the 1992 Democratic National Con­
vention in New Yor1t. Afte.r Mr. Clin• 
ton was elected that year, Mr. Lock· 
hart said, Ms. Weaver, as a volun• 
teer, helped Ms. Herman set goals 
for the Clinton-Gore transition and 
for the Office of Public Liaison. 

In October 1993, nine months after 
Ms. Herman took the White House 
job she sold what was left of her 
bu;lness to Ms. Weaver for $~.000. 
And in early 1994, Ms. Weaver 
bought a $1 million _house in Pot?" 
mac, Md., and bleml~ Ms. Herman s 
old business into Alignment Strat• 
egles, records show. 

Ms. Weaver's reputittlon within In• 
dustry circles was ·a1so growing; in 
1994, she and a co-author published a 
book about workplace Issues called 
"Smart Women, Smart Moves." 

One of her promotional biogra­
phies emphasized her White House 
ties, listing her work for the Clinton• 
Gore transition and the W'\lte House 
Office of Public u:uson •.mder "Cli­
ent services." 
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All told, Ms. Weaver has visited 
the White House at least 29 times in 
the last four years, according to Se­
cret Service records. 

Several visits, panicularly In 1993 
and 1994, appear to have been social 
occasions - lunch with Ms. Herman, 
quick visits with relatives in tow and 
the White House tours that Adminis­
tration officials routinely arrange 
for friends. 

Thi! visits took on a more profes­
sional cast in late 1994 and In 1995 
the year in which Ms. Weaver opened 
a second consulli.ng business, de­
signed to appeal to foreigners who 
sought American investment and po­
litical access. Customers or her two 
consulting firms began to appear 
with Ms. Weaver at the White House. 

In September 1994, for example, 
Ms. Weaver and her sister took Mr. 
Jackson, the Quaker Oats executive. 
to the White House for a ceremony 
marking the President's signing of a 
crime bill. Also that month, Ms. Her­
man and Ms. Weaver had lunch at 
the White House with two Procter & 
Gamble officials. Mr. Lockhart de­
scribed the session as a meeting of 
old friends because Ms. Herman also 
had known them from her consulting 
days. 

In October 1994, Ms. Weaver took a 
partner in her international bu_siness 

A White House 
connection gives a 
consultant a high­
level entree. 

venture to the White House twice, for 
a briefing on business opportunities 
on Haiti and, the next day, to see a 
ceremony honoring President Jean-

; Benrand Aristide of Haiti. 
That December, Ms. Herman In• 

vited Ms. Weaver to a Christmas 
dinner attended by President Clinton 
and his wife, Hillary. And in early 
1995, she Invited Ms. Weaver to par­
ticipate in White House conferences 
and events with various business and 
political leaders involving affirma­
tive action and women's work issues. 

In October 1995, Ms. Herman had 
lunch in the White House mess with 
Ms. Weaver, one of her business 
panners and two senior officials of 
the Congo Government, including 
Ms. Lissouba. Ms. Lissouba was in 
charge of her country's successful 
program of selling off state-<>wned 
businesses. 

The White House said the lunch 
had come about because Ms. Her­
man had met Ms. Lissouba several 
months before at a dinner pany at 
Ms. Weaver's house, had found her 
engaging and had invited her to visit 
the White house should she return to 
the United States . 

At the time, Ms. Wea.ver, who had 
done field work for her dissenation 
in Zaire, was trying to expand her 
business in Africa Mr. Lockhart said 
she was representing an American 
company that wanted to build a man• 
ufacturing plant in Africa and was 
considering Congo. He said Ms. Lis­
souba hoped that the plant would be 
built in Congo, though the company 
later decided on another locatJon. 

Mr. · Lockhart said Ms. Herman 
had not been aware at the time of the 
issue of the manufacturing plant • 

"There is no evidence that the 
lunch was in any way related to any 
official business," he said. 

Mr. Lockhart said Ms. Herman 
had also sometimes tapped Ms. 
Weaver for help. In early 1996, Ms. 
Herman asked Ms. Weaver to 6ring 
representatives from several client 
companies to the White House to 
discuss issues of corporate responsi­
bility. 

Ms. Herman took Ms. Weaver's 
sister on a trade mission to Mexico in 
April 1996, and she invited Ms. 
Weaver to go on a similar mission to 
London and Amsterdam, though Ms. 
Weaver did not go. 
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u111 lot~ WU not ID¥Olv9d pllile empb•PJM liar Wb1ta Ba11N offlc:lal ~ bl aald. 
Ill the laleWta projlet at 1llll lime. tlet, lildQs bar-" for tbe QIDlm- M(. Locldwt uld .... Herman 
But they acJmowlldpd tllat lhortly Gore trllllltJOII and Iba Wblta llouN lied a1ao ~- lapped Ml. 
attar tbe IIUlr WU palNd to tbl Offlc. cl Pllbllc lJalal UDdlr "CU- WUftl' f!)r bljp.111 early 1 .... M&. 
F.C.C., .Ms. Weaver bepD wortdlll aot ~ llfflllA!l ukad ~ w-r to bnn, 
with a Stnaapore . bul'-mali i. • All told, Ma. WMWI' bu v1IUed l'lpnNIIWivll from MWral cllent 
volvtd III tbl 11111(1 $500 mWloD tb1 Wblla 11ouN ll 1aa1t • 11ma ID companlll IO tbl Wblta HoUle to 
project. Ma. ,.._ 1111d lier lllter, tbe &ul fDur ,-n. 8CCIOr'IIIIII to S.. dllcml "-ot c:orporata_mponal­
cary1111 • w-r. paid ll leut cnt servlcuec:ordl. blllty'. • ' , 
$50,000 to attand I Dlmocrallc Party 5ewra1 v111U, parUallarty lll'ltl3 Ma. ller!U/I took Ml. Wtawr'I 
hlNkalMr ID a. Vlrpila IUburt> of and IN4, j,ppear fill llaft II.a eodal lillerljll a trade m1ulCIII to Nalco ID 
WllhlnltaD, lllt October, where tbe occullm- llmdl wllb Ms. Herman,, April I• • 1114 1111 IDv1tad Ma. 
SI.QppOrt bu11-maa, Abdul Rab- qwck 'Nltl Wllb rtlallwl ID tow 111d ·"-to 11> oo a llmllar'mluloo IO 
111111, brldly met Pr-.idall CllnlGII. tbe Wbll.e s- 1D111'11111l A.clmlDi. Laadcm 111d Amlta'dam, tbou&b Ma. 

M&. Herman allo att8llded die • Ulllon. Gffldala f!1Ut1De1Y lfflllll Weaver did not 111, 
flllld-raller. • for frimd&. • • . - . , 

A Wblta House lpOlcnman 10MPII 1be Yll:lll t.oplt 1111· a rm .pnit• • 
Lockbart; aa1d Ms. Barma bad 1iGaa1 ~ 'ID fate 1-. 111d ID lffl, . 
talked to M&. W~wr about r1dla& IO· 1111 yur ID wblcb M&. Waavv opeDed 
the fund.ralMr wllb lier and Mr. a NCODd -- ......_ ci. • • 
Rahman but bad not ended up plll alpad to appeal to foretprs .wbo ' • 

wl~~~dedlnadto~ i =~o:=:.:i~ 
Interviews while lier nomtn•tloa '- COIIIUlliD& flrma bepD 10 appear 
unci.r consideration. But Mr. Lock• wUII u.. Weavv at 1111 Whit.a lloula. • • 
hart wd that tbe llmc:b COIICll1IIIII 111 5ep1ambar IIH, for aamp1e, • 
CoQlo 1111d otblr cantacU ~ Ms. w- and lier .. IOOlt Mr . . 
Ms. Herman 1114 Ill. Waavv wen J~ tbl Quaker Oats euc:utlw, 
1nnoc:uo111 1111d that M&. Berman bad to 1111 Wblta llouN for a c:efWIIIIIIIY 
not dGM IIQY IIIIIIIIDtlal favon for mar1da& tbe.l'nlldearlllPilll ct a 
NI. Waawr. JI• 111d tllat wblle Ma. crime b1JL Allo tllat IIIOlllh, Ms. Bar• 
WtavvmJ&bt bave,oupt to~ - and Ma. II- 111d luDdl Ill 
f.- tbt ffll!loalblp, "'lllln'I IIICII- ' 
IQ& tllal ·lbowl tllat Alall - ~ 
uwty---■ l!IIL" ' 
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Herman Vote.IsDelcl}r.ed Dru_e_PLQmotes Hjs Wife· as a :.Caru!idat.e.. 
WASHINGTON, April 15 (AP) Mr. Gore repeated the prom- By RICHARD L BERKE laws because l know that no first- 90Ucit _donaUons for blmlelf. " I 

-AngrythattheCllntonAdmln-, lsesonMondayat•conrerenceor CAMBRIDGE, Mass., April 15.- class democracy c.n tolerate sec- would. never call~.- It's . , 
lstratlon has promised organized A.F.L-C.LO . . bulldlng and con- Bob Dole stepped badt Into publk: ood-cJus dthens. And I lll)Oke up for demeanJng." be iald, refenlnl to . . . 
labor dlanges in Federal contract structlon trade unions. He also view today to promote his wife. Eliz. tbe d.lsabled bealule lf a mind Is a revelations about fund.ralslag ~ ~-• • , • 
~. Senate Republk:ans said on Monday that both changes abeth Hanford Dole, as a contender terrlble tbJng to waste,., Is a spirit." tadoos from tbe White BOUie.'. 
today once again delayed ac:don • would be made tbrougll executive for the White House anil to polish bis ~r. Dole was greeted wtth the kJnd Only ID Jest did Mr. Dole speak of 
on Alexis Herman's nomlnaUon' order. . 1 legacy after his own failed bid last of ,warm _respome that bis aldes Mr. Olnton's polltk:al probl,ms. Re­
to be Labor Secretary. Tbe United States Clwnber of year. loaged~ordurlagthecaDIP"lan: four ferrtng tO bis fall oft a podluDJ In 

A Senate vote on the nomlna- Commerce and other business ln his first inajor addresa 11oce bis staDdlng ovadoaS . and mostly re- adoo, CaUt. lat ,ear, llr. Dole • ~ : : 
lion had heel ~ for groups oppose the plan, whJch defeat by President atntoa nearfy ." • ~ qoestkn. Aid: "lfelldow'adurlaatbeelec:tlaD. 
Wednesday, but Seliator Trent they say wpald Increase costs to m mon.tbs qo. 11r. Dole told 1t11- Mr. Dole. 73, eeesned more relaxed Claton waited Ul1 afterwards.": 
Lott cl Ylfllaslppl. tbe majorlty tupayerL dents and faculty at RarftJ'd Unlftr- tbNl be did dmtng_mac:b of tbe cam- Mr. Dole's visit here toda1 was . _ ,.·. _ 

• . leader, Aid today that _tbe DOIIU' Republic:am and business or- ,ally that wbfle bis clays In polldcl palp.· and bis sharp humor came ICIIDetblaa of a reunion with bis for- , . 
nation and tbe Labor Depart- potutlonl have called • the were over that ,,.. not tbe case for throuch. as when be quipped that be mer frteDds 111d adYllen. Ill addltlan 
ment's budget were "In doubt" dllages a payoff for labor's sup- "the Dole who yet may reside at lD libouk? have pklted Ticer Woods as to Ma. 11m. Mr. Dale'I' klnldme r 
because of lbe promlsed c:oatract port of Democrats ID tbe 1996 Pennsylvania AYel!Ue.~ Repeatedly, his ni11n1D1 ~ lllltead of Jack cblef of staff, Shella Burb. Ii tbe ! .;,"° ~ 
changes. electloos. : '· be tnampeted Mn.. .. Dole's creden- Kemp. · • eucutlft deaD • at tbe Keanedj .: ;. ~ i).. 

"There Is big concern develop- • "Tbls blatant poOOca) paybadt t1a1s as a two-time Cabinet member . M.r. Dole. wbo was Semite JDAJority • Scbool. Mr. Dole ...,. appeared bere 
Ing'' that Mr. Clinton Is again_ CIIID0t. and 1!'il1 not, be tolerat· and ·now bead of tbe Red Cross. leader- before be redred last year, tbli aftemocm. at a claa ~ bf . . ' : 
trying to use exeaallYe orders to ed." said Repraeotatlve John A. • . Mr. Dole also reminded the llldl- showed no sips of rear-et-· atlnc nu . former Seaator ~ Slmpeoo of W,f. . :i 
drcumvent tbe Republlcan-aJo- Boelmer, RepubUcan of Ohio. • ence of bls record cio behalf of' the Hamon, 11'9 polltlcal director last 0111Ja& aace No. 2 In tbe leadellb(p. • l , . ~ 
ttoDed Congress, Mr. Lott said. • Ms. Berman's nomination had dlsad;apuged - -,mett,q that year wbo Is oa a Banard·fellonblp llr. Dolf>• ••did last week dlat •• 

_. In February Vice Presldellt Al already been del-,ed for months often wa oblcured as be 10Q1bt to dds aemester, llr. Dole~- to be WIii jomlDg tbe WlllblQston law ·; ;' • ~ 
Gore told tbuacudveaJUDCllpt . wblle JI~ lavatlgated appeal tocooservatms last year. Be bowlbe•~ "lliarlnaourlnll&htSon firm-of.Verner, Utpfert, BenllW'd, r .. 
tbe A.F .L-C.I.O. that the c:baDaeS wbedler she used ber position as noted that 1le .WIii one,.. castigated bow we almolt wan.."· • McPbenon • Bllld. . • , ~ 
would encounge t:edenl aaen- dlrecfor of tbe _White Bw Office during the campallo for not bmal • A fnr' tlmel toda1 Mr. Dole a> Despite a few ip,ent,w ~ - •, . 
des to consider labor qreementl q( Public Umoa for pollfJcal mudl "to the V word - -'llslono" and • cmed the IJftSJ of belllg ~ on Ing bis polldaa Gil py ~ Mr. •• ~ . .' 
for Government-fin~ proJ- gain. But her nomination bearing IOUgbt co erase that Impression. _ lllm tbaD oa Mr. alDtoa. ·But be re- Dole wa ID0ltly welcomed tocta;y a ,. - ,_ .. , • ~ '. 

-ects and to bar conlnlds to com-. went_~ -as Ms.• Berman "I belleYe In a Gaftmmeat-that Is ma,,t·attw:trtas llr. Qlat.aD, and re- a 'rictor, not -a 1mer, Aa IOC:bael ~- .-
panles that do not have "satlsfac- artfully dodged quenes·trom Re-· nettber IDtrustve nor ~.. .marbd ooly obllqaely oa tbe Demo- Passante, a ~ .told him. . , •. 
tory labor and employment prac- publicans coocerned •tbout the Mr. Dole declared to a crowd of more -cratlc ~ c:oatroveny, ~ " rm vk:e president of the 'coliep . , . ::\ • , 
Uces." • c:oatract accusaUons. than 800. "I \ioted for clvll 'rlibU 11.sdDg that be never made calli to Democrats.~ l _lllteyou ...,...,.~ .: i •>:·~·. 

,.. QtlJtNturffOtkithuts • .. ·• 
• ' I '. . ! 

WEDN~DA Y, APRI~. 16, 1997 

.. , . . .. ·· ·•·-"· 

. . • . . J· 
• - ;j!. 
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• nal Security Council staff, in a meeting on 
e 2, 1995. The United States wants to see 

oil pipeline built from the Caspian region, 
ut it prefers a multinational consortium as 

the sponsor. So Tamraz was bucking U.S. 
policy, which he says is too heavily influ­
enced by Big Oil. But Heslin had a CIA 
background memo on Tamraz and didn't 
like what she saw-for he is a controversial 
figure even in the Middle East. Those who 
know him at the CIA say that he has been a 
valued intelligence source for years-he 

• was even assigned his own "handler'' at the 

agency- and that he more than once put his 
own life in danger to help CIA operatives in 
Lebanon. The dark side is that Tamraz, in 
the view of one State Department official, 
has a "used-car salesman's mentality" and 
has had at least some brushes with the law. 
In 1989 a Lebanese court charged him with 
embezzling $200 million from a bank. In 
1992 a Jordanian court convicted Tamraz in 
absentia for the same fraud and sentenced 
him to two years in prison. A French court 
has ordered him to pay $56 million in con­
nection with a financial dispute, and there is 

an outstanding Interpol warrant for his ar­
rest. All of this- "the good, the bad and the 
ugly," as he puts it- is just politics, accord­
ing to Tamraz, and was readily available to 
everyone he dealt with in Washington. But 
Heslin not only decided against his pipe­
line-she and the NSC staff recommended 
that he should no longer attend White 
House functions. 

Having tried and failed to interest the 
NSC in his pipeline project, Tamraz took his 
case to the DNC. Like other potential 
donors, he wanted a chance to schmooze 

The Democrats' 
Charity Shuffle 

T
HE PITCH WAS HARD TO RESIST. LAST FALL 
a Democratic National Committee official 
called Michael St. Martin, a Louisiana trial 
lawyer and big party donor, with a swell 

idea: there was a way St. Martin could help the 
Clinton campaign and get a nice tax break at the 
same time. How? By giving money to Vote Now 
'96, a Miami-based nonprofit. So, two weeks before 
the election, St. Martin wrote a tax-deductible 
check for $5,000. "I wish I could have given all my 
money to that group," St. Martin told NEWSWEEK. 
A generous thought, but Vote Now was doing just 
fine: it took in more than $3 million to turn out vot­
ers in largely Democratic neighborhoods. It is ille­
gal for any charity to raise money for a partisan pur­
pose-or to work in tandem with a political party. 
The Justice Department wants to know ifVote Now 
was doingjust that. •. 

Last July, Bill and Hillary Clinton hosted a din­
ner for Gary Barron and Hugh Westbrook, Vote 
Now's two top officers and former party fund rais­
ers. One of the guests was Alexis Herman, now 
Clinton's nominee for labor secretary, who has ad­
mitted that her staff may have talked to the two 
men about cooperating on voter-registration drives. 
Later, NEWSWEEK has learned, DNC Chair Don 
Fowler ordered his staff to raise $500,000 for Vote : 
Now. When the funds didn't come in immediately, 
Barron "would call up 10 times a day," one fund 
raiser says, demanding to know where his money 
was. At least one White House official also tried the 
hard sell: Harold Ickes directed a supporter to wire 
$250,000 into Vote Now's bank iccount. The DNC 
told donors that their gifts would be tax-deductible 
-and promised that Vote Now would not have to 
disclose the names of its contributors. 

It still hasn't. But sources say the list includes a 
Canadian energy company that would have been 
barred from donating to any U.S. campaign. Where 
did the money go? Sources say a sizable chunk went 
to an offshoot of] esse Jackson's Rainbow Coalition. 
A Vote Now lawyer insists the Miami group knows 
nothing about any "inappropriate" fund raising. But 
FBI agents want to question Vote Now officials, and 
Justice is expected to issue subpoenas. 

DANIEL KLAIDMAN and MICHAEL lSIKOFF 

u A nru 01 ,nn~ lrl.l'PUT«:uri:-~1< 
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NATIONAL ISSUE 

HERMAN TIED TO ALL TRADE TRIPS 
Labor Nominee Set Up Briefings, Brown Aide Says 

By Pa .. Sperry 
Jn~.,tr,r ·., Bu.,int.t, na//y 

When Ron • Brown left his 
post as chairman of the Demo­
cratic National Committee in 
'93 to become head of the 
Commerce Department, he 
took several fund-raisers with 
him. 

Brown tapped DNC finance chief 
Melissa Mou to head Commerce's 
Office of Business Liaison. He made 
DNC executive Rob Stein hi~ chief of 
stafl' and Mehmie Long his special 
assistant. 

Brown didn't stop t l,rrc. lie named 
Melinda Yee a scnio 1iser and John 
Huanc deputy assistant s~retary. Both 
led Asian fund-raising in California 
during the ON Cs '92 campaign. 

The DNC alumni all had a role in 
Commerce's foreign trade missions -
trips that critics charge were illegally 
used to raise cash for President Clin• 
ton's re-el~tion campaian. 

But one alumna - -.. Alexis Herman, 
Brown's closest aide and protege at the 
DNC - clidn't follow him to Com• 
merce. She inatead took a top White 
House post. 

That didn't stop Herman, though, 
from staying in close touch with Brown 
and her former DNC colleague~ al 

,, _______ _ 
In order to reach our very 

aggressive goal of $40 
million this· year, it 

would be helpful if we 
could coordinate the 
following activities 
(including) official 

delegation trips abroad. 
Donocmric Nc1tional C11mmin11t 

memo, /994 

--------,, 
Commerce. 

As director of White House public 
liaison, she was in charge of"outreach" 
to the business comn1unity. That duty 
Included working directly with Brown's 
office and Moss' Office of Business 
Liaison on the controversial trade 
misaiona. 

As Clinton's pending nominee for 
Labor secretary, Hc:nnan has done a 
good job of distancing herself from the 
Commerce activity. She breezed 
through her confirmation hearing in 
live hours last week, despite questions 
about her role In Democralic Party 

L~AD£RS A SUCCESS 

fund-raisini. 
Two Republicans asked Herman 

whether executives who went on Com• 
mcrce tr.de mi33ions were picked be· 
cause they were big Democratic donors. 
Herman said only that she led two trade 
mission• for buaineuwomen - in 
October '95 and April '96 - and didn't 
even know their politics, let alone their 
aivin1 habits. 

"To this day, I can't tell you who wu 
11 Republican and who waa a Democrat 
on those trade missions," she said. 

But Herman is a political pro. critic., 
point out. She terved as Brown'• chief 
of staffot the DNC from '89 to '91. And 
her role in lhe Commerce junkets wasn't 
limited to just two trips. She helped 
arrange briefin~ for 11even1I othcn. The 
White House denies that Herman waa 
involved. 

In fact, she worked on "all of them," 
including a '94 China trip that's coming 
under increasing scrutiny, according to 
a deposition from Brown's top adviser 
at Commerce, James Hackney. 

Haclcney, who left Commerce in 'iJS. 
was subpoenaed by U.S. District Judge 
Royce Lamberth to testify in a civil ca~ 
brought by Judicial Watch Inc. The 
public-interest law firm is suin~ Com• 
merce for trade miMion documentJ that 
the agency rofoaed to release despite 
Freedom of Information Act requests. 

Judicial Watch charges that spots on 
trade trips were sold to fat-cat Demo­
cratic donors. 

Continued on J'agt .436 

Campbell Soup's Johnson: 
Always 'Raising The Bar' To Keep F/rm Up To Potential 

By Marlly• Mach 
ln°w!.flnr ·., R11.,inim nni/y 

It's show time. And Campbell 

"People want a boss who can show "Many times in the past few yean. 
them l,u~iness can be fun," s11id John• we've said we've done it,'' he said. "But 
son, who thinks his peers ore often too I say, we hnve to raise the bar; we have 
:1erioU$. "If we can laugh at ourselvcii, to go at it _again. The aim is to be the 
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NATIONAL ISSUE: Herman Tied To All Trade Trips 
Contlnutdfrom Pa,t Al 

In his testimony Jan. 21, Hackney 
said he routinely called Herman to 
amngc White House bricfinB• for U.S. 
business exc:cutim1 guing on the trips. 

"We 11m.nged rnr businesses that 
were going on a particular trade mission 
to be bricrcd by the White House or to 
sec the president before the mission got 
under way . . . or to ~ the via: 
president," Hackney said. 

Which trade missions? 
"All oflhem," Hackney said. 
In ract, Herman shepherded the 

executives throuah the briefinas. 
"She brought them in for meetings at 

the White Hou,c to talk to the prcsillcnt 
about their concerns and their issues," 
Hackney said. 

The briefings were held one ur two 
days before the mission, Hackney said. 
Meeting the executives along with Clin­
ton and Brown at each briefing wen: 
Vice President Al Gore, then-Sc:cn:tary 
of State Warmi Christopher, then•Sec· 
n:tary of Dcrensc William PCTTY, then­
National Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake and his deputy, Sandy Berger, who 
now hu Lake's job. Other otlicials also 
attended. 

Hackney, who attended the briefings. 
said administration officials mainly just 
diacuued the country where the exec­
utives were heading so that they had "a 
sense ofwbat they were geuinll into.'' 

Brown's trade missi~ did produce a 
reported S20 billion in overteaa con• 
tracts. But documents show there was 
more to the trips than just generating 
busincu. Raising camr,ai1n cash was 
al,oagoal. 
■ One '94 UNC memo to the White 

House reads: "In order to reach our very 
aggressive go1tl of $40 million this year, 
it would be helpful if we could coordi­
nate the followil)g activities: . . . 4. 
official deleption tril"' ahroad." 
■ Another memo, found among for• 

mer Clinton aide Harold Ickes· subpoc• 

Compa1y lnex 
AT IT Corp All ChlwoftColp 
Ai'-ffllillllC. All a,weor, 
Al!Ml~llle ,.. Cllco~lnc 
AlleltCor, A25 C.-Ccilar.o 
Mlllloln ........ lrc Al Co,-lrc 
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C....!lytltfl'S M ~·,i,,c 

nacd files, lists perks awarded to DNC 
managing truatccs. "Annual trade mi•• 
sions" is finh rrom the top. A 1111Nging 
trustee is a donor who gives $100,000 or 
more a year. 
■ Alw, 1 DNC brochure obtained by 

the Chicago Sun-Times in '95 llru 
events big donor11 qualify for. Apin. the 
trade junket• show up: "Managing 
trus1ec1 an: invited to participate in 
foreign trade miaion.s, which affords 
opportunities to join party leaders in 
meeting with businea leaden abroad." 

Though DNC officials went on tr■de 
missions, the party never financed any 
of them. Commerce did - with tax 
money. 

Herman has denied that political 
giving was a f11dor in pickina who 101 to 
go on the trips. Haclcney, who served on 
Brown's 10-mcmber committee that 
picked trip participants, also denied any 
political favoritism, addina that donor 
data "would have been irrelevanL" 

!tut the executives knew that political 
money tal~cd - accordin& to their 
letten to Brown and other Commerce 
officials and their notes ofmcctinp with 
lhote officials. 
■ One executive made no bones about 

why he should get to go on a trip to 
India. In a September '94 lettcr to Stein, 
Brown's chief or staff, the executive's 
lawyer strened his client "w111 an early 
financial supporter of the Clinton-Gore 
campaign and a very gcncroUJ donor to 
the party's 1992election errort." 
■ Another executive angling for 11 

seat un the India trip wrote a letter to 
Commerce's Moss. "You can be aaun:d 
or our continued support of the Demo­
cratic National Committee," he said. 
■ After a busineawoman wu picked 

to go on a '94 trip to Ruuia, she wrote 
Brown to thank. him. "I look forward to 
repaying the generosity of the Dep.n­
ment of Commerce in the monthl 
ahead," ,he said. " Melim (Mou) and I 
are keeping in touch about the latter." 

or 111 the trips,_the August '94 junket 

to China loob the moat auspicious. 
Brown took a delcption of 24 exec­
utiva there on Commcn:e's piano. DNC 
records show that 15 of them p~ to the 
Democrats either on their own or 
throuah their firm&. 

One firm was Entergy Corp., which 
owm Arbnau l'ower & U&bt. A June 
'94 memo from Entetl)' businea mu­
ager Chris Brown record• a meeting 
with Commcn:c olfll:ial Jude Kearney. 

"Met with Jude Kcamcy regarding 
Secfftary Brown'• upcoming trip to 
Chi~. Indicated competitive natue of 
being selected to ride on the plane with 
the Secretary," Chris Brown wrote. 
"Also indicated that politics of the 
situation were important and ho 11 a 
polidcal appointee would puah tbca: 
that were politically connected." 

Kearney, a former Ointon 1ta1Ter in 
Ark■nKS, denies making auch com• 
mcnts. 

Executives weren't the only ones who 
thought donation, were I criterion for 
winning a seat on Brown'• trips. Appar­
ently so did some White HoUIC otlicials. 

'In a '94 memo to Commerce's Office 
of Business Uaison. White Houao aide 
Reta Lewis recommended a Washington 
lawyer, Gerald McOowan, for trips to 
Indonesia and India. In the first par­
agraph, she noted he'• a "feUow Ointon 
classmate, early Clinton campaip sup­
porter and ONC manaain1 IJUSlce." 

Charles Lewi, of the libenl Center for 
Public Integrity 11ys he's troubled by 
such documents. He taid they "IUl)pOrt 
the notion that favonble treatment wu 
given to friends of Ron Blown, Bill 
Clinton and the Democtatic Party." 

Herman's office coordinated with 
OBL on the White Hoaae bricfinp. 
"ThOllC were the two pointa or contact." 
Hackney testified. 

"And Alexis Herman wu in charae 
from the White Houae end?" Judicial 
Watch CounlCI Larry Klayman asked 
durina the deposition. 

"Yes," Hackney repliod. 
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Sert3:tOrs Go Easy' • •• • 
j On Labor Nominee 
. Hennan Appears Headed for Confirmation ~ 

By Frank Swoboda 
Waoblnct011"-S(.«Wriler 

Herman also ~ a strong &havi" 
ci ~ from bfack leaders in Con­
gress and in the Washingtoo ammuni::· 
ty.-The overflow crowd in the hearing-. 

Wrth support froql powerful Republi- rocxn was a who's who <i promineQt, 
cans. Alexis Hennan appeared headed blacks, from Reps. Charles B. Ranae' 
for easy Senate approval as secretary of and Jesse Jackson Jr. to Transportatia;i 
labor yestenlay after a brief and geritle Secretary Rodney E. Slater and W• 
confirmation hearing that barely ingtai Mayor Marioo Barry. 
touched on her possible White House Warner asked her about her T01e in 
role in last year's fund-raising efforts by setting campaign policy that would de-
the Democratic Party. • monize Republicans. She disassociated • 

Herman, who would be the highest- hmelf from that description. • 
ranking black W0IIWl in the Ointoo ad- ~ . from Warner, the only_ other 
ministration. is .the only member <i the leStionill about the fund.raisina ~ 
Cabinet yet to be oonfirmed. Senate La- ~from Sens. Susan Collins (R~ 
bor Committee Owrman James M. Jef- "Maine) and T"llll Hutchill9on (R-Ark.): 
fords (R-Vt) said the committee would who l:riefJy asked Hennin whetiapar­
vote on Herman's nomination shortly . ticipants ln trade missions at the' Ccxn­
after the two:week Easter recess. merc:e Department were aelected be-

Jeffords had put off Herman's <Xlflfir- cause of campaign contnbutioos and 
mation hearing for three months while party affiliation. 
the committee looked into allegations Herman only said that she led two • 
that she improperly had used her posi- trade missions in October 1995 and 
tion as White House director. d public Ii- April 1996 and had 110 idea whether ihe 

business --.L. ....:.the.,.;,,. - "---aison during the first four years of the l"-"I"" ''" w 't' ,.,_." J.Jl:::111\r 

Clinton administration to help raise - ===See~~E=:::':::C::::11:::,CoL:=1::==-
• money for the president's reelection 
campaign. The hearing took place after '. :::BiDlAN,Fromce' • 

=~and~~ aa~ ··or Repoblicans;•Oiie d the·trips. 
s{ie~was fer~ eubepreoeurs, 

members their concerns. • and & .. ~ . had to·advertiae 
Hemian' s nomination appeared as- fot tic:ipa)Jts. 

su.red when Sen. John W. Warner (Va.), -~~-of tile i....:..~ . 0-.1&. 

who was one of the few Republicans to ,_: . , ,. ' .. ~ .the =~ 
question her about her posstl>le •fund- .... .. .............. ....._ ~ 
raising role, told the llOOlinee yesterday ~ ~~ ~ . ~ ~ -~ . <#-- labor 
thaup tot ~~-ttherveea:~ t~_Y you're ~ ,;~ !19. ~ me cf~ temm, 

•_-w,. . ~JUU ..... ti>·~ CDl!pel}lltioo a 
Perhaps the biggest indication of . et4ucCdll8:Jt'~,the O·•i-1•·-111 ~ 

Herman's confirmation chances came at ,and Health. Ad. . In. almost aD ClleS. 
' the start of the hearing when Herman, .ff~"ddt!Y avoided making any 
a native d .M~A.l:a.:i~~uced _ commitment for action other than. 
by Sen. Richard 'C. Shelby and Rep;· : qreeiig~to ltUdy 'the iitmtion an,f'c» 
Sonny Callahan, two powerluJ cooserva:-• J ~it with rim ihbe m c:amnned· 
tive Republicans from her heme stale..· : · : 'sen. airistopher J. D0IH (I)-Cm).), 
Callahan-produced a~-d ~ : ·• aemd as diainmn d theJ>emo• 
for H~ ~ ~ entire Ala~~ \mlc~ ~ durini much 
cqressiooal delegatioo. • lcttfie.-~. • • imolv-

. ~. who pr~~ the cm=·. mg ~wiie~,.:,Berman 
tenbous coofinnation hearings of A& . • . 
thony Lake to be director of the Centraf.: fer~ up to ~ p.ib1ic 8a1ltiny ~ 
Intelligence Agency said it was time to,, the~ <Xldfim!3ti00 irooesa. 
move Herman's ~lion to the full~ ; In in ~ reference. to Lake's 
Senate. He called Herman's oomination· .' ·:~ d Im ~tion Mcmay as 

, a -signal accomplishment" and .aaid CIA ~ • . podd siid. "It's ,etting 
"she' a earned her way the hard way"l harder ~ hai-der to ~ gobcJ people to 
She's cble her work." ·• • ~ in ~ .Mriiie ·ll!d •cm-

• eent~~~~tp-~ :.~~ 
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By MICHAEL WINES - -Docum~ts mia"e public this win- • •. t: ., _ , 
,G) WASHINGT. ON, March 18 _ The ter as part of Conares,lonal Inquiries ~ J ,I .s 91 j ~ f_ t lj ~ .! .S ~ _a 1! l 

• -.... Senate Labor committee questioned • Into Democratic fund-rals.tna allowed , 'i5 S ~ S ~ J ~ f i >- e l! J :i: ! 
~ Alexis M. Herman for four and one- Ms. Herman was Intimately Involved • ! 6 ! : I s, l! lll ,I a. 

• ,_ half hours tod~ to a loci-awaited In plannJna Mr. Cllntoli's re-election. 8 ; S .s I t-! :3 ti_ 
2 

i 5: i 
11 

• _ .8 
.... heartn& on her nomination u Labor Documents allo lbowed that Ms. j e ts g ,: ti i c la ii ,a 5 ~ l! 

. (J Secretary. But to the surprise of Herman had attended ,ome of the :I J .9 = i f;~_ ~ s -8 :;i 1- '2--s1 5 
some, the committee touched but White Houae coffees that Mr. Clinton t' !I j j • • S 5 f - f ; -£i ~ briefiy and lt&htly In Its prolon,ed 1ave for major Democratic Party f I ! s ~ t-l) j = l:si r 'ii : 8 i ='i -

...... Inquiry on her pa.st political actM• donors and their friends. ' tj ~ ; r., ! Ej ~ 5
1 

:I r;, ,8 '- :! r °S ;:; ii 
~ ties. Al! those efforts drew (!ll Ms. Her- ~ .. 'S? ~ ti . ~ _; ~ J ~ ~ J .c t ~ 

Instead, the aenaton mostly quea- man s White Hou. experience, 15 . . ~ _ :i! <> ., 
• ~ tloned Ms. Herman about her vtews which more or ~ amounted to S ,I j 2 r! -ti€ f 1 !" i .B B .S :i 1l i!; 
...., on labor Issues and the task of mov- ~achlnl out to many of the same ~ } 

1 
.. 8 .S j ~ I "of · ! ~ - .: ~ r! 11 ., :s! 15 

:.::: Ina the· poor orr welfare and Into 1roups. But the Adminlstratlon ar- !I o. · $ :! ~: ~ :a ,. ~ r.- ii ~:I ~ -g i! s 
,... decent-payln& Jobs; about workplace &Ued that Ille had performed her ti JI <> 'iii "" !l :: =· E ld > s. ii_ .:S 

• ~ safety and the calculation of mtnJ. political dutla ID off-hours and that, 
• ~ m}lm wases for workers.on Federal In any case, none of her ICUons were 1i ~ If tjl I et ! i. a fl 

coostruction proJect1, and about a Improper. ~ ., I !I - Jl I! ~ ~ !!( I h ~re of other bl& and small matters The dlalrman of tbe Labor Com- 18 H 51· · J Ji '2 "SI E 
w llnrelated to politics. . mtttee. Senator Jame, M. Jeffords of S la ; ~ ., 

• . Then they quit, IIVlnl every Ind!• Vermont, disputed that today, aaytna j J ., ,1 • g ~ ;cation thaf most or them would vote that the political mindset that ~ • • t.J lj I ~ i 1 1
1
1 f}. 'Si . 

,.. 10 send Ms. Herman's nomination to seemed to permeate Ille White Hou.e • • ::S fi ~ .f I A! g • ,!! 0 51 -! ! 
.-.0 the Senate floor when they return ~ - Herman•• outreach office Q ! i S J 'Ii • '2 • 'j 15 i • 

from a SJ>rin& recess nut mcdth. 1 last year wu UOUbltn,. :f: · j I i-,0. 8 .; .r 
...., ""From what I've been able.to fol: "I think the nominee made 10me t G ! S § j _g fl. f 

• • low thll afternoon. you're up to han- ·mistakes," Mr. Jeffords aald. "For• I .9 S • l5 § .e ~ dlln& It," Senator John w. Warner, tunately!oraltofus,theatandardfor ~ Sff J! cj !if 'SI :!) ,~ c:;;.. Republican or VlrJlnla, told Ms. Her- public office Is not perfection. But •1= :i I ti 1l ~ Z: Iii Iii~ Z lS 
man near the end of the session. neither Is It aufflcient to say •every. ~ ; J! 'iJ = I! i ~ 5 G :5 'S? i ._ E 

~ --- That mw a huae round of ap- body does 11.• They doo't." •'a• _Ill .s 8 :l =~~:a ca:: .s _g 
Q) plausa from the 1a1Jery, supporters Ms. Herman tater conceded that, . 
""" that Included Ms. Herman's 92-year- saytna: "lbellevethePresldenthlm- •.!I'S f' ,c !,?;-.SJ tS lloX"S?.:. 5! 
"" old arandmou;ier, her high-school self has Hid certain actMtles took -S .t:l s ;a ! ~ -~ g ii ! · i! ~ l)omeroom teacher and black civil• place that were not appropriate and g'j f ~.§ II ·,c ~ 'iz ~ = ~ o = 
~ ilt&hts and political fl111res, tncludlna should 'hot have hapeene<l l certain- ..,_, • : = • ~ g l! o; it .. -::i 1i ., - - !I 

Transportation Secretary Rodney ---• '-' "' 5 !! :,,, .. i = .2 -S 5 = ,• :l ~ 
a... rater and the Mayor of Washlnlt00, ; ly ~ate my,e':' with the com- = ... i t-f =.. l.:1 .e -a• 1 lJ i f .. C) arlon S. Barry Jr, : ments. . ....._ = ~ r ,:; j!! ::> 'i ¢: .S .c ti 

-C The hearing was 119methlng of an l Ms. He.rman followed standard . ~ Fo J i ;i ~ ,I < l5 ! ti oo= 
. tlcllmax to the three monthJ of , form for Cabinet nomtneet. She said a,: S:: I! di · = ::! ~ melodrama· that followed President • u Uttle a.s .pos,tble, tried to qree k f BJ i l5 j :I i 2 l H It! S I ~ 
._ l Clinton's choice last De<:ember of even with her tdeoloalcal oppolltes, =-- - 51 J ~ S ;; ,8 i i ~ I s 
~ Ms. Herman, then thl! head of the and made 110 promises, even to her :,: 1= i • '"' J 8 ::;i :I' , g f r 

C: White House's outreach· proaram to most avid suppocten, • .. f 8' SI J:; J5 f I • , 
0 cftl.zena ana business. Her resolve drew belly llll&ha l ii ts ~ f • 

Critics raised· doubts 'almost tm- When she sidestepped Senator Paul I= ~ med\ately about many of ~ . Her- Wellstooe, a Ube(II Democrat from · ~ I a,: I f · 'i . ,! J SI, ] ,1 ~ 
~ man's pa.st dealln,s In and out of • MlnnesotL Mr. Wellstone tried sev- C: j -., 1 ti •

1 
i~ .,a, j ti f .! ti g , 

C: GQvcmment: whether she h~ er'al times to extract a pledp for a CJ ~ = < ; = :! 'i !i 
• .... helped steer contracts to friends In ltUdy • of whether l!l'OIJ'IJDI that s fl ti Jl I! I !I e • 

the last days or the Carter Admlnll- move welfare recipients tnto paytna 0 · s i :s is i;; = s. • I e tratlon, Where she was ,a mid-~! Jobs end up dlaplaclna the wortJna • <J 1 ti I l5 ,~ i-J I l! § .s. 0 Labor Departmentofflcfal; whether poor, only to hear Ms. Herman re- 5 :a "" I 'I ·i .!I 
~ - anyofthosefnenda'badsteei:edbusl_. putedly aay lhe would "consider'' • .rs- ·~ i I'.. 8' c:;;.. ness to a prtvate consultJna firm she • the auaestton and have a "conver "& -a 2' 

a.., later established; whether she had sallon" later If the need arose. • • ~ I j • j i ■ ! § • ~ J j ii. j 
..8 traded on her Democratic political Frustrated. In an amtable sort of -== C 1! 1! J! ij • -, .. Jl j ~ E 

clout to secure a lucrative share In a way, Mr. Wellstone finally iave .!I 8 .. Iii 'g F - t-

i downtown Washtnaton bulldlnl ''All I can say ts," he said, "you~ C)C: 1 :I ! ) JI!~~. [ " I 1 f-g ?t CJ project, and whether she Improperly 1otna to be lood." ) .S !! 9 u= I f .5 t'.? :;:; = E '" 
.._· ., mixed her Job 1n the Clinton White ell 1J- I !I ~ li s ,si e ~ ?t::: 
~ House with politics. a,.., < ,'I! ;a ii .a - ti ~ ~ •: 
~ The Labor committee lnvestJ&at- 0 = ill - I: E 8;:; = il :S .c 

• - ed those Issues until early this .._. 
""" month. Today the panel ~leased a CJ · ~ • 1i i 5 i .11 J • • •. ~ ~ -5 

I ~ thick ltlclc of questions It had asked C: I ] ,8 I s-~ :! r ~ Ii' = ::E 
..._,, Ms. Herman, al0111 With her repUes. ~ oo ,.1·11 :I · i! J 111! 

c., Notblnl In Che documents appeared - - = = 
! C'-1 to Indicate that Ma. Herman Jlad S .ff J 1 f J 8 f S"" :I § j 
« .a... committed any serious lmpropr1- -C: ; l5 11 ~ Q, etlealnherprtvateandGovemment • •°t:: ~ .:::iisSI El Jtl_ flli 

• 

z .._, careen. • ~ • .l!j 81 ·1s ~ ., Potentially the most lj!nou, aJle. • . . . • • ill . • i! ~ , ,._.,...,....._ ........ ,_ , -~ ~,. i I ·1J1·s! I : j ~ : tn the CJJnton vnute HOUJe. ~ ;; • i .hs ll ! · I i I i J 
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Herman's Senate .f!earing . 
Has-Very Few Rough Spots 
B11 a WAU. Sl"'r.ET JOCRNAL Sta.ff Reporter 

WASHINGTON - After a two-month 
delay marked. by partisan wrangling, 
labor-secretary n9mlnee Alexis He~an • 
faced fe:,v tough questions in her confir· 
matlon hearing before a Senate panel. . I 

Senate Labor Committee members 
mainly wanted to know her· vtews·-on 

. various labor Jaws, welfare reform. JOI> 
training and the Occupational Safety and • 
Health Administration·. But some grilled· ' 
Ms. Herman about her rote In the 
Clinton White House, where, as director 

• ol the Office of Public Liaison, she had a 
hand In a few coffee meetings between 
Mr. Clinton and Democrat!<; donors: 

One of the hearing's tensest moments 
occurred ~hen GOP,'Sen: Jo~ Warner of. 
Virginia questioned Ms. Hemran about 
her onetime association wUh a political 
group made up or black businesspeople 
. that allegedly characle~lzed Republicans 
as "enemies of civil rights,." 

"Those certainly were not my words , 
or words I have been known to use;" Ms. 
Herman said. In the· end, Sen. Warner 
praised the nominee. 

The panel ls expected to forward 
Ms. Herman's nomination to the full 
Senate when Congress returns . after 
Easter. and she ls expected to be con·J 
firmed. • 
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LABOR: HERMAN CONFIRMATION rs ON TRACK 

One day after the Senate confirmation process "claimed a 
victim" in Tony Lake, Labor Sec . -designate Alexis Herman 
"appeared headed toward congressional approval" after her Senate 
hearing that "trod lightly on allegations that she mixed politics 
and policy" as WH Public Liaison dir. The confirmation hearing 
came after weeks of delay as GOPers "sifted through information 
pertaining to her business dealings as a consultant in the early 
1980s and her conduct" in the WH. Some GOP senators "suggested 
that Herman may have used her position to drum up campaign 
contributions" for Pres. Clinton's reelection. But "in a sign 
Herman may have overcome concerns previously raised about her 
nomination," by the end of her four-hour hearing she "won 
accolades" from Sens. Tim Hutchinson (R-AR) and John Warner (R­
VA) , "who had earlier signaled they had doubts about her fitness 
for the job" (Healy, L.A. TIMES, 3/19). MSNBC' s Reid: "No 
grilling going on up here today. [Herman] has gotten nothing 
but softballs and she has had no trouble swatting them out of the 
park" (3/18). In a "gentle chastising," Senate Labor and Human 
Resources chair Jim Jeffords contended, "I am troubled by the 
culture which gives rise to so many missteps" (Kasindorf, L . I. 
NEWSDAY, 3/19). More Jeffords : "I think the nominee made some 
mistakes ... . Fortunately for all of us, the standard for public 
office is not perfection. But neither is it to say 'Everybody 
does it . ' They don't." Herman later "conceded": "I believe the 
president himself has said certain activities took place ~hat 
were not appropriate and should not have happened. I certainly 
associate myself with the comments" (Wines, N.Y. TIMES, 3/19). 

PROSPECTS: After the hearing senators "gave every 
indication that most of them would vote to send" Herman's 
nomination to the Senate floor. Warner: "From what I've been 
able to follow this afternoon, you're up to handling it" (N.Y. 
TIMES, 3/19). With the support of "powerful" GOPers, Herman 
"appeared headed for easy Senate approval." Perhaps the "biggest 
indication" of Herman's chances came at the start of the hearing 
when she was introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL), a fellow 
Alabaman, who produced a letter of support for Herman by the 
entire AL cong . delegation (Swoboda, W. POST, 3/19). W. TIMES'. 
Blomquist: "Though her nomination once seemed in doubt, Alexis 
Herman breezed through her only Senate hearing ... and appears to 
be a shoo-in for labor secretary" (3/19). NEWSDAY's Kasindorf 
writes Herman "appeared headed toward a long-delayed Senate 
confirmation" (3/19). If confirmed, Herman would be the highest 
ranking black wo_man in the Clinton admin. and the first black 
woman to become Sec. of Labor (L.A. TIMES, 3/19). 

LAKE EFFECT: Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK), asked about the impact 
Lake's withdrawal would have on Herman's nomination: "If 
anything, it ought to help it a little bit .... [It] may work in 
her favor" (MSNBC, 3/18). In an "obvious reference to Lake's 
withdrawal," Sen . Chris Dodd (D-CT) argued, "It's getting harder 
and harder to get good people to serve in government. Advise and 
consent does not have to be abuse" (W . POST, 3/19) . 
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. w1sH1N·~o11~·1·.ijojii;j~i"t••-_-_~-;~~~~~=. 
Labo .. fi. II "His symJJJthy le&. 01ntoo said. • • • I 

• r D0111J.Deena_y. SPENDING AMENDMENT REJE~: As~ ; 

has her day m• Senate • . tlie Seaate IOUDdly rejected a proposed c:orptttutiooal amend- I 
. ~ - menfthat would have let Coogres., set ~ and contrlbu- • 

tion llmlts ori campaigns tor federal'omce. /fbe vote.was 61~ 
Alexis Berman, lifted by strong bipartisan support, • ed ap1nst the proposal, which also would have allowed states to 

through a four-hour c:on!nnati011 hearing Tuesday on. er set contribution and spending llmlts for state and loeal-elec­
nomillatioo to be secretary of Labor. . tlolls. Amendment supporters argued that mooey haS over:· 

1$'0duclionsbythreeA!abemaRepubllca1111etthetonefor • whelmed the election-proces and.that 1lmlls are needed to 
what became a lovefest for the once-emhaU1ed g p~ a repeat of tmproprleUes lite thoee of last year. Oppc>-
longtime Democratic Puzy olllclal and White Home r Denlll focused on the plan's potenlial to 1lm1t free speech. 

~b!~=~===~ ts, GULF WAR FALLOUT: CIAomclals~ Tue!daythatthe 
~1 belleve'she will do a f:)Od·Job," Sen. R1chird Shelby R· pobonpsfalloutfrom U.S.Annydem9',ltionofanlraqt-chem-

Ala., said of the Mobile native. '1 hope [the committee] • lcal weapom stockpile after the 1991 gulf war may have been 
expedite the htartng and move on to the aoor." less widespread than previously believed. 

• ~ Rep. Son,. 1be CIA has determined that demolition of al)out 650 Iraqi 
ny C81lahan of Mobile rockets coo«alolng dlemlcal agents ID a shallow "ptt" south of 
dlsml!sed crt11c1sm • that Khamlsiyah took place on two d8,ys, March l0 and 12, rather 
"She's too par1lsan and than on Mardi 10 aJooe. said CIA spokeswoman Carolyn O!r 
too welk:ollnected" to be born. That raises the poslblllty that the clood of gases created 
COll11'll)ed by a Republl- by the explosions. was smaller and covered a IIIIJ1"0wer' area, 
can majorlly. He aid the· becaUle not all 650 rocltets were demolished at ooce. 
tame point could be The Pentap haS aclmowledpd that the demolition work 
made ·or IDOlt Jawmak- could have led to IDadvertel;lt ezposure of U.S. troops to poison 
en ID Coogrea. , pses. Although there Is no proof, some believe these-expo, 

Sitting alone at a wide sures explaiD the mysterlgus l'1lf war IUDelles suffered by 
lable, lferman, G, enu- thousands of veterans. . • 
merated the pis she'd 
set If coolrmed: prepare COOLEY CONVICTED: Former repretentatlve we Coo­
workers for "llfelo111 ley'1 habit of stretchlD& the truth cail8bt up wtlh him Tuesday 
learning." help-people • ~ be was CXllvlc:ted of falsely clalm-
~.~,!'e _tiWl_...;.... 11on.,:: :.:·.;,, lnglD the state Voters' Punphlettbathe 
1H1WU,:, 1U .wu,... • ,:' served witb tbe _Anny Iii tll,e ~ 
worJters. "redremem ae- war. Cooley, 64. was placed on two 

• curlty,'! guar8.l!tee "ate years' probation and ordered to per-
., __ Ar and equal.opportunity form 100 houri of commuoltr service. 

Htrman: Avoided ll'tf refer9nc:e 1D workplaces" and· help He allo must 'pay $7;110 In 11.nes and 
delay of-hw Serlatl hNnngl • • workerS ~ work • prosecution COSIS. • ' 

and family demands. Cooley,. who dropped hll ~ectlon 
Hemian's hearing was loll& ID~ 1be committee -1t• bid last year under preasure (ram GOP 

ed 10 weeks after Preddent .Qloton nomiDatecl her to set a leaders, had listed "Anny, Special 
• heaJin& date while It IDvestlpled what role she ~ ID tbe Ar Forces, Korea" a.moo& hls quaUacatlom 
•White Jlouse fUDd-nillDg tcandal. Ber OClce bas beeo ldeotl- Cooley: Felle claim ID 1994 pamphlets for the primary and 
6ed as a COOl'dllladlla point for a colee wlth.Pn,ddent CllDton In V0llilr' guide ;ener-a1 eJectloas. However, documents 
that brou&bl toeetber baDk J'llll,llatGn and baimn 1'1lo coo, and . witnellel showed Cooley never 
tributed to~ t>emocrattc Pu1y. . served ID~ 
. Sen. SUsan COlllns, R-Maine, sought and received written re-
sponses to 1110re than 30 quest!om llivolvln& White House fWld. CHINA TRADE STATUS: A. coalltton of conservative 
i'ais!ng, After the heartn& she said of Herman: "She performed . groups,~-and leaders laUllched a campaign Tu',Sday for 
well. I plan to vote for her. I thiDk she11 be easily CXll!rmed. ~ COllgra,to ~ OIIDa's most.favorecklation SlatuS. And a 
The committee ts expected to voce on her nomination some- Dumber of RepuJ>Ucan cooa, essuk!ll who have supparted 
time ID mid-April. . . -Jealca Lee ttadeprlvlle,esforOIIDaarenowrecooslderinathe!rpositioo. 

PRESIDENT'S KNEE: Three of President Cl!Dton'a more -~~::;:~~ ==~ 
mlllldane worries now that he'utuclt llttin& out recoYerY fJ'Qm by Rep.'Gerald R-N.Y.; commeomton Pat Buchanan 
lalee suraeey: keeping his bum leg IIJ'ooi, !ttlng 1nto·hls trou- and~ Barnes; Gu')' Bauer of the Family Relearch Cowldl; 
sers and maneuvertna around the bathtub. ~ been an l.nter- and Terry Jelrey, editor of Human Ewnt& They offered a list 
estiDg leanung experience, rather humblloa," CllDton said of reascm for 1Bk1D& away Ollna'I prlvlle,es: Ill human rlgbts 
Tuesday of hls Cll0vale90e00e after knee IIIUJer'Y last weekend. record, Ill ballooollll trade surplus with tbe United Slates, an 

"Some of It's sort of emharrasslng." he added. "I bad to learn accelerating mllltary buildup. Its sale of weapons to terrorist 
how to get lo and out of a shower again. you know, with a walk· nations and recent alleplioas that It tried to buy IDluence 
er and all that kind of stuff." with lllepl cootrlbutioas to U.S. campaigns ID 1996. Congress 

Ointon, who had surgeiy to repair a tom tendoD, said he was must vote ID June on whether to renew or ~ OIIDa's 
doing two one-bour sessions of physical therapy each day to trade status. That status means tariJfs on Cllinese lP)Ods 
k~ his leg muscles from deterloratina- B19 allo joked that shipped to the USA are no hlaber than tliose levied 011 other 
~ weight _whlle off his feet Is a big coocem. . nattoos. - Richard Benedetto 

USA TODAY · 
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HERMAN: WH WILLING TO TALK WITH GOP ABOUT NOMINATION 
"A jittery" WH 4/16 sent "let's talk signals to Republicans 

who are threatening to derail" Alexis Herman's confirmation as 
labor secretary. GOPers are putting off the confirmation to 
protest Clinton's "pro-union changes in federal contract 
guidelines" (see HOTLINE, 4/16). A "conciliatory" WH Press Sec. 
Mike Mccurry: "We're working hard to unsnag the snag .... We're 
trying to get her confirmed." Mccurry said while Clinton still 
intends to "proceed" with his executive order the WH is working 
with senators and it is "impossible to say what the final shape 
of the order might be." Senate Min. Leader Tom Daschle accused 
GOPers of holding Herman "hostage," but said he'd consider some 
legislative clarification on the labor-union order. GOP aides 
said the "administration is seeking a meeting with their leaders 
to discuss the Herman debacle." Asked why GOPers "would hold up 
confirmation of a black woman to the Cabinet," ·an aide replied: 
"She's caught in the cross fire -- nobody's targeting her. But 
there is the potential of more questions arising about her" 
(Rauber, NEW YORK POST, 4/17). 

POTENTIAL QUESTIONS: USA TODAY's Pound reports a DC 
consulting firm headed by Herman's close friend & ex-business 
assoc. Vanessa Weaver "prepared a detailed plan of services it 
wanted to provide to the Congo government two weeks before Herman 
met with" officials from that nation. A draft of the three-page 
plan "raises new questions about the account given by Herman ... 
concerning her dealings with the Congo officials and the 
consulting firm." Herman has maintained through a spokesperson 
that her WH luncheon meeting with Congo president's daughter 
Nireille Lissouba and a 10/12/95 meeting with another Congo 
official were "social in nature." The meeting was arranged by 
Weaver and her then-partner Laurrent Yene of the consulting firm 
International Investments & Business Developments. "Although 
there is no indication of illegality, the lunch meeting raises 
questions about whether Herman was attempting to use" her WH 
position "to assist Weaver." Yene, who has had a falling out 
with Weaver, "alleged that Herman promised to help him and Weaver 
with a public relations contract" with Congo. He said Lissouba's 
proposed trip to the u.s was discussed at the October 1995 
luncheon with Herman." And he said Herman gave Weaver "advance 
word" of VP Gore's plans to stop in Congo for a brief meeting 
with Pres. Lissouba 12/95 . WH spokesperson Joe Lockhart 
"denounced Yene as a liar," saying no business was discussed at 
the luncheon, and Herman did not provide advance info on Gore's 
trip (4/17). N.Y. TIMES' Drew & Wines report Weaver and her 
sister Caryliss gave $150,000 to Dems last fall, three times the 
amount the sisters had previously reported (4/17) . 
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.• •. ·•15•i'l•lf lj:i.'llp 
. ' . • • .-.:_ 1,f f··1·illl1t Jll' j j 

Jeffreys: Fried. ~ lawyer woriliii • • • I j ::, ~ I ft t . • "5 ~ ,. ffl i l 
rorvanesaaweaver,aareedtomake . "8 ·• ,I :9 11j • fJ~~g! 

• 8 CHRISTOPHER DREW mcist ot the dollatlolll ID ear1y 0cto- if 8 =· "" ii · 32 J ! 
y ud MICHAEL WINES . • •: • ber,. about . two WttU i:r:~ ! 111 g j-,J •• J : • ., c 

. '" WASHINGTON, Ap~ 18 - TWo ·= tbt-:.:tif!!:1-not lblked to • ' f f l-11 'lS I ~1 · ~: 11 ! i 
- builDiilwomeD 1't\C)le c10M till to Ml. weaver's wort for Mr. Rahman. !' ~ :S 15 ,~ ~ = ii 1· .S 11 15 
~ ~ M.-.Berman. President Clln· Mr Fried said Ms. weaver made ' 1· f .: J · ~ !gli ,! C: too._ cbolee for Labor Secretary, the cloaadolli fo,- two reuoos. • • ij ll "51 ::a . = ii § 

• - .haveralsedquestloosabollt-Ml.~er- "She oow.lW the flDaDcla1 wh.ere- lad~ -5 Iii . .Sb- .8 c..! 8 b e man'• oomloalloq. pve $150,000 to withal ·to do ·that," he said, and she • 

0 Democratic PartY ~tlou IJJ._a "feels vecy stronJIY about support- • f j · !J ,if i S lj ,_
1 
.. '5 ti• j ; i• j 

strtna of dooallons lu~ fall,. DeJno- !,Ill lssueS sbe . feels pawoaately • ! I! . 1 • IS • ... 
~ critic PartY records show. about." • . • ' , ~ .8 S ~ 11 J = ~ · 
c;,.. The donJtiOIII were made about He said. for IDstaoee, that she pve ,c • : g .ei,~ • JI I !I J s e 

S... the time 11W one or the women. to ,the California Democratic PartY l! § . 

1
:si g l! -8 ~ .. .!!I I! ~ 

_g ~=!.:~ ~-:r: ::: .!:=:4 ==;: • l>-1 :s! fllll~ls e f !·a 1· ~-'"it §l! 
Jlllll sseo mlWoD lllelllte project to a 'lilrlna 111d _contract'• preferences: 

1
1 • . r:-

1
. c,g l .!iJ 

..., fllnd-ralsilll ewnt wblre be met based 011 race and -sex. I I 111 ! • ti ,a • f O -
~ , Presldent..Cllntoll. 'lbe uttillte executives were after • f :< . ·, i t:1 J JI Ir 81 · .!:i C 

• ~ The fllUN Is three times what the a 1ucrat1ve· tefecommuplcatioQS • , ·., ~ ::i •· j I i; 11 .::: 51 1~ z 8 
$.. two women. Ms. Weaver and her prlze:theiiahlltoplaeeaoarmada' ~ -.J:1 ... 111 ' .. iiJ111: ajS 
~ =·~=:-~~~-· :;:=ir;~\lfffl-:~-""· d ·~-~~:·1~~1!~ JI ' I 11i g'j Weaver's COIIIUltlni firm, AUsnmellt . I • ,j! a a Ji i II . z ;a s s ~ Iii . .s 
• t: =~= ~: I A 5!ngapo~ . • ·. _.. ·' ,. ·; l[§ :f • .-J! 11•1 1· i Ji_ 
~ TIie wuvm• ~ 1n t11e • bru,nessman meets · :i J l • ~ a 5 Iii I • I-• 
~-=:r~=~J:. Cli~to~;~~-~dv_~ ·, -.~. ;:•'11··11·~".J~-i .~ .~J 
'-" ~ White ouse offlclaJj ac- make contributiom. " · ~ 1.:) I i ! j < . i .1 ·rs 

' . ~ -~=:~ ~~ .~ .. fro~ -~__:._rUl ~ ' d:i. • ... F ! 'Sil~ ·1a 11" tlff 3il
1
s 

• C') wtlh aq Admlnlstratloo official Ill- ·. a,.... • ~"- • t i ilr 6 11 if : 
• .., volved ID M!tlni telecommunlca7 1be Federal C.Ommunlcatlolla , ·JJ ) •. .• lii·t:1 5 Jlij.5· 

cs ~ ~.............. ::::":" .c:.-.::: .! • ., 1:l ..... f I , ilr 11 ... 5 i .. I . Q;: '. an~ this week amid dis- woru. In 1995'. tbe ~ awarded . : • !::: . w ~ :< a 1.& R f t-R = . 
• · 11W !u. Herman hid IDvlt- three ~ to bu11Deu COIIIOr- r ~ , .6 I l! ~ .11 . I i!I . . 

""CS .o:_ao;:::~to~=· ===·=~~ ._--.... 1 ·• "i-a11 • • .Jd~,,t!i~t•·1· § 'aoddmeotllerfavorsfor•ber.Ms. ootyetp~tbey.qould~ord~ $ ·1 111,f ~~s 181 ·E r ;- i'~ver bollaht M•: Herman's man- • 11.roJecu. ... _ ... ,__ _,: __ ..,.~ft • ..., ' JI , If: f: .. , 
..... fatmeot COIIIUltlna firm lo 199J and TboM ...,_ ,-ve ,._. --. · · · • It~- ti ! f 
• tdv1lel corporatlolli on racial diver- • ever since to will ftnaocla1 a,nd P!)lltl- ,• i I 2 ~ .15. I 

~ - ilty and other luuel.. - . cal IIIPPC>rt. One' of them 11 ·a W'ub- • . • ) 1· -~ B • . 
ii;;J Ms. 'Herman- also attended the • lnltoll venture. Mobllt C.Ommlllllca- . • . • • :_.. :i • ti· • 
~ . Demoeratlc PartY event where ihe tlOIII HoldlDp Inc., which AYl· lt ft • i:: . • , J!: r. ~ • 

• man, hid hlll photos~ tiken with area, where: Pole-anll-wlre. pbone • "" • • JI ,. : . • Jill: 111 
j'dr CIID ·•· • systemsaretoaapemlve. ~. • r"C 11::i, • :,g,.5!. ti ti i 

i. 'ija~in tor tbe Senate Labor • Tbe cblef· fSUC!lt1ve ot that - • '1J "151 :a 1 i 111 ;-~J a a i! ·j \l 
and HllmaD ~ Committee tute.~CBWplO,IIDavlclCU- 8 s~li! .. I 1Jl·~e.e ' i 
said It did DOl uamlnl tbe satellite tlll. a Amer'lcan. wbo ~ 11 :- ,:1 .,; :c :Sil I ~ i f 
YIIUUrl before 90C1J11 to llldone Ml. • complained ttiattbe co~ • • ~ • -a· e ::a li . I £i B I! -a.,:, 

·----·:··=· erman•• nomD,etton Jut net. 1be co~•• • {tn:ane!!!.~rds . ;::i- . • 
~ majorltyluder,Senator~L:ott - wereblued~amaller,·JDl,oor- .. • j,!11 flf!~llj& i~sll 

• = . t-- :::::-:=-:::~~:~ ~~wbohl&~':'co!:·· a ·!'11·· 1a·.j.E!jol .. ali1 .. 1 ·~ 
.:; ~ oomlnatloo becauat of a dispute wllh PIIIY, SplctrWD ,t.stro Inc., that ..., I· · •'@ .§ l • I }! 

~ ~ :~:~::: :::i1:=°E~--~ ~1.81··· Al11· ~-fi l:! . •• il:i)l:J,j ' we ' ...:i spoblmao, said today dial Ms. Htr• cratk: fund.~ .• ind. Mr. 'l1loa!P" • .._.. ; & ' 1-I ' . f J 
0 · ~ ::v~aot;:'~~: -Lutto~u;'~tbe- : t ·.,

1
1, • .11it1llt,·1•fl : 

. ~ -~ -=~~· .. i:-: ~H:=~u::.· s·-· ;,1.t11a 1 ' ~a'I ~! .i: 

.• ~ •. :>:' ===-~~::-~tom,, __ ~ -,:.co~:.!!™'f'O: • ~ - i li~~-~l·r til; ~~f 
ti, ~ Neither of the Weavers had made :with a letter to i. Herman aide, who ,1 ..._. 1 5 ; '5 J :f ,I 6 ff :l ~ f 2i, Cl) donatlonl to the Democratic Party In sent It -on. without i:oll!JD9IU. to the \ ' ~ . . . • . 

• : ~ • ~ =~r:trl:ited the~~. .
11=· ~e inonth. Mr. ~ ' ~ :· ·,SJ Ji li; · JI iii 1 

...:;::. ...., Dtmocratlc National C.Ommlttee 1ut called Ma. Htrmao directly, She re- 1 • ! II. Io i ! 111 I Iii t1 l f '" ;. 
h3\ • ::z:: Au,u,t, anc1 \'ecords lbbW that the • ferred- him to Grea Simon. then ·the : • 

1 
• ti fo1· • ti 

l-e, , E-. Weavers pel'Dlall.y coatrlbuted a to- ' chief domestic policy ad'vller to Vice '' • ' i 111 J I llll! .s a ' 
tal. of $150.000 lut OCtober and No. . President Al Gore. Mr. ~ met· • .' .,.. ,i J g B I! S j I 
v~ber· to the oatlollal committee Mr. CUtlel ID late ·May and then • .. ~ ,'el: J 5 ti I , 
and to 'Democratl~ Ol'JID1zarions In -called an F.C.C. ~ to utabout ', V), .• ~ .I i i ti , . 
New J~;catlfornla. O.Ol'li• and the project's statua; _ • • • • C:: gj Z ~j :"8 ii"' 8 . i lj 
~ • · si!!:':'~-=·~ • . .S .. !.§· 1.J· If Jzi-f. i.Ji ) 
; ' ·:-:· . ~~'.::; .... ~WNW•.· • • s ~ §·ii .l ~Ji·1~iji1·i .. =====---= · cj ,, • ~...-1·IIJ1t,~-Ii I '! =Blllplo.pllcld-Gllllrtwo • · -~---..... ~-- • ··.' 
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• Herman on Hold . 
' 

: Trent Lott postponed Alexts· li~- close to 6,000 times over.-
rtian's Senate contlrmatlon vote as· • Bruce Josten of• the U.S. Clamber. 
~bor Secretary Tuesday. You've·got . of Commerce .probably spoke for a lot 
to wonder about ·the political opera- of American businesses, large and 
tion. up at the Clinton· White ·Ho~,. small; when he. commented this week 
The Hennan conflnnation would be that "the Vice President shollld' work 
dne of the stlilkiest GOP ·.votes of the .to· require that all govenuilent con­
xear; insofar as she was at the eye of tracts be awarded ·to the lowest bid· 
tjl,e Indogate fund-raising -~ In der, not the biggest campaign contrib­
the White House. But almost on the · utor." As a result of the Davts-Bacon 
very day the Republicans are about Act, the goverrunent a1i'eady ls paying 
(o hold their noses .to-wave through too mu~.for its ·roads, tµghways and 

. Ss. Herman, the White House pro- . buildings. The executive order will 
,:eeds . to . ienore the democratic .Push oonstructlon bills eyen.hlitier. 
urocess-for. the about umpteenth tune Reflecting a ·J3J&' .Gov~t • 
I!)' using an executive order to-d~ mind-set, the ~rder also 'permits gov• . 
a giant' and truly outrageous favor t.o ernment agen¢es toneaotta:te 4iredlv • • 
J!ig Labor. , . with unions, .b~ :the p~ 
._. Al Gore, the heir-apparent to .BW sector oontnictors who are actually re­
Clinton's politics, dangled the new or- • sponsible for delivering: the work. Fl· • 
¢er Mon~y before a meeting of con- ·na11y, this purportedly pro-worker ges: 
$'Uc.tion and building unions. The~- tute shuts out many 1>9~t1a1 con· . 
~tive • order would allow fede~ struction workers . themseJYes by' 
~ncles that fund construct;ton p_ro- excluding the 80'1o of them w~o:don_'t 
j¢ets to "determine" what kind of belong to u,nions. This, •fn~dentally,­
forkers they want to hire, and to re- . includes many minority workers, who 
~. if they~ choose; that a project are already.disadvantaied·by Davis- . 
$8 µnlon workers. :. • " Bacon. No surprise here; all they gave • 
:: Another hoot: Fede~ agency par• the AdminJstrat1on was their votes. 
ijclpation is supposed to~ voluntary: .. Tom Daschle.~ t.o Mr. Lott's 
~e bottom Une 1s that this 1s a S200 move by charglnf- tl)at Ms .. Herman 
blJllonset•asldeforthe.AFL-C[O.Any· was being "held hostqe." Hardly._ 

. one who wondered · wby -the unions The National Labor' Relations· Board 
w~t to the mattress !91' ~ Clinton In will ?MJ the center tqi 1Uij11dlcatlng the . 
the last el~tion can now see the Ioiic: . consequences of the executive . .order, • 
Excused by Mr •. Cllnton from obeying . ~ .the Labor'Secretary's offlcetradi• 
qie Supreme Court's Beck declslon, .tionally advise$ the .NLRB. · Once 
J9hn Sweeney spent S3$ mill101') on TV agaln, Ms. • Herman Is _ e!ltangied In . 
a$ to support Democrats last.year. this White ~ouse's' hyper-political . 
~ - Cllpton Is now rewarding ·him· machiiiatlpns . 

.­. . . 
,Asides ::: 

t-ioUywoodShutters D~crats '. full ~tory is tha:t group members were 
• :::.Leave It to Hollywood liberals ,to . • •. il}creasingty dlsappoln~ 'With the re­

cloak self-Interest 1n the ~ of fusal of Presiden~ Cllnton and _other 
vwtue. The Hollywood Women's Polit· Democrats to embrace their. '60s'Uber­
ieal Committee disbanded this week . allsm. "Motive,. utde, ~t least the 
after raising_ S6 ~n .for liberal et- HWPG deserves credit t~ retusin(to 
~rts over the past d~. "We will no be repeatedly ~ed by politi~ans. 
lbhger collaborate with a system that . Wl)U!d t1iat some memb,ers of the busl· 
uroinotes the beying and sell1ng of po- . ness community_ .under,stood :the • De-
llttcal office," Its statemen~ said. rbll. mocrats so well. • 

THE °\VALL STREET JOURNAL .,, 
, THURSDAY, AP~ 1?, 1997 ' ' 
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AM-Herman,600< 
After long delay, Labor nominee finally has her day in Senate< 
By KEVIN GALVIN Associated Press Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) After weeks of delays, Labor 

Secretary-designate Alexis Herman finally had her day at a 
Senate confirmation hearing Tuesday and got a generally 
favorable reception from Democrats and Republicans alike. 

Several Republicans at the hearing referred to the campaign 
fund-raising problems that have dogged the Clinton White House 
and had delayed Herman's nomination, but the same senators 
indicated they would be more interested in discussing labor 
policy. 

Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., chairman of the Labor and Human 
Resources Committee, referred to the hundreds of written 
questions Herman and the White House responded to before the 
hearing could be scheduled. 
·· I appreciate the patience of the nominee and the 

cooperation of the White House itself. I think the vast 
majority of questions have been answered and need not take up 
our time today," Jeffords said . 

Nevertheless, Jeffords referred to what he said were ethical 
lapses at the White House and said he hoped Herman, who served 
as director of the White House Office of Public Liaison, would 

live up to a higher standard at Labor. 
" I think the Office of Public Liaison made mistakes. And I 

think the nominee made some mistakes," Jeffords said. 
" Fortunately for all of us, the standard for public office is 
not perfection, but neither is it sufficient to say ·everybody 
does it.' They don't." 

Anthony Lake's withdrawal as Clinton's nominee to lead the 
CIA was fresh on everyone's mind, but even Republican Sen. 
Richard Shelby, a key Lake opponent, turned out to introduce 
Herman, who hails from his home state of Alabama. 

In her opening remarks, Herman, 49, avoided any reference to 
the delay of her hearings, focusing instead on her agenda for 
the Labor Department. She said helping welfare recipients move 
into the working world, shoring up retirement security, 
guaranteeing safety and equality on the job and improving 
worker training would lead her list of priorities. 

" We must make sure that every workplace supports families, 
respects diversity and fosters cooperation between employers 
and workers," she said. "The best way to achieve these goals 
is to expand opportunity and security for all workers." 
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Sen. Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts, the panels ranking 
Democrat, sought to steer attention away from the questions 
about Herman's involvement in political affairs at the White 
House. 

"This hearing isn't really about all the activities in the 
White House," he said." This hearing is about your record." 

Kennedy and the AFL-CIO worked against Herman's nomination, 
but they have stood squarely behind her since Clinton named her 
as his choice. • 

Jeffords' committee staff had looked into a controversial 
coffee klatch for bankers organized by the Democratic National 
Committee and attended by Comptroller of the Currency Eugene 
Ludwig. 

Clinton admitted it was a mistake to include Ludwig in a 
political event. 

White House memos supported Herman's contention that she was 
unaware of the DNC's role in the event. Although her office 
invited Ludwig to the meeting, the White House said she was not 
involved in the arrangements. 
A longtime advocate for women and minorities, Herman, 49, 

came from a politically active home in Mobile, Ala. 
Her father sued the Democratic Party to let blacks vote and 

became Alabama's first black wardsman. ·When she graduated from 
Xavier University in New Orleans, she returned home to help 
desegregate her old high school. 

She was a protege of the late Ron Brown, and served as his 
chief of staff at the DNC from 1989 to 1991 . 
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U.S., Russia Sti11 at Odds Over NATO Plans 
(Washn) By Roy Gutman (c) 1997, Newsday 

WASHINGTON After four intense days of top-level talks, Russia 
and the United States are still marring over NATO's expansion plans 
and may resnain at odds even after the summit in Helsinki later this 
week, the White House said Monday. 

"Russia will not change its positica on NATO =large:nee; 
Yevgeny Primakov, the Russian foreign minister, told reporters 
Monday after an hour of talks with President Clinton, who is 
recuperating from surgay to repair a knee injury. 

In Moscow, President Bais N. Yeltsin predicted the summit will be 
the most difficult he has faced. "There has not been such a difficult 
meeting as this between me and an Amesican president (former 
Presided) Bush or Bill Clinton," he said in an intaview. 

Yeltsin said his opposition to NATO expansion is based not oo fear 
of an attack but of a Westan "blockade of Russia, " which we 
cannot allow." He also aiticized NATO exercises around Russia. 

How can we accept a military organizatiai activating around our 
borders and openly at that?" he said. 

The summit was scheduled in Helsinki, Finland, after Yeltsin's long 
recovery from a heart-bypass opaation and a bout with pneumonia. 
Monday, the Rnssian lcader took delight in pointing out the role 
reversal. 

"They said that a sick Yeltsin and a healthy Clinton would come to 
Helsinki, and it turns out the other way around; he said. 

The White House also toned down expectations for the summit, set 
fa Thursday and Friday. Spokesznan Mike McCurry said Primakov 
had made*" good commitmae to addressing the disagreanems but 
predicted the Helsinki summit will not resolve all. 

"There will lacely =din= to be disagreements after the annmit in 
Helsinki. I can't imagine that we will resolve all the issues that are 
pending" he told reporters. Other major issucs to be addressed, in 
addition to NATO, are failure by the Russians to ratify the START 2 
treaty and Uwe U.S. economic ties, including aid, to Russia. 

The State Department said meetings with Printakov have gone 
almost around the clock since Friday, and the discussions were 
"coopaative and, in sane cases, productive." 

"But ifs really hard to predict where we're going to aid up," 
spokesman Nicholas Burns told repeaters. 

One reason is the sudden inaease of Russian rhetoric. A few days 
ago, Russies anabassador to the Czech Republic warned that Moscow 
may recoosider its economic relations with Prague if the latter, as is 
almost certain, joins the Western alliance. The State Department 
sharply rejected the Russian position. 

" There's no place in the new Europe for those kinds of public 
threats of retaliation," Bums said. 

A main area of disagreement centers on a charter that is to 1ay out 
Russia's relations with NATO. There were indications last week that 
Yeltsin had dropped his insistaice that this be a legally binding 
documag. Primakov indicated the Russian positica remained 
unchanged, telling reporters Monday that the United States 
"undastands our arguments in favor of the binding character of the 
document' 

White House spokesman McCurry said the U.S. position remains 
that the agreement should be "politically binding" meaning a signed 
statement by heads of state and governmad. 

Passage of Time Appears to Help Labor Sec. Nominee 
Herman (Washn) By William Douglas (c) 1997, 
Newsday 

WASHINGTON Time may prove to be Alexis Harnaes best , 
friend. 

Nearly three months ago, when President Bill Clintca tapped 
Haman, former director of the White Houses political liaison office, 
to become seautny °flake, naysayas wae aplenty and her 
nommation was in doubt. 

Republicans, led by Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Ivfiss., 
questiaied Haman's role in White House coffee meetings attended by 
DCMOCratie Party officials and banking executives and waxlered 
about her personal financial dealings. 

Organized lake balked at Hermads selection and Sen. Edward 
Kainedy, D-Mass., the ranking Danocrat at the Saute Lebec 
Committee, made it known that he and the micas wanted Clintca to 
choose former Sen. Harris Woffact, D-Pa. 

But now, White House officials and coogressional lawmakas are 
quietly saying they expect Haman will be =firmed despite what is 
lately to be a contentious hearing befire the Senate Labor Ccromittee  

Tuesda
W

y. 
A hite House that was frustrated about the delay in Haman's 

confirmation bearing she is the last appointee to go through the 
process now says the waifmay have been a blessing in disguise. 

" Oddly, the time lapse has worked in her favor," said White House 
spokesman Joseph Johns= "People have answered the questions 
(ahout ber). For a majority of things, reasonable explanations have 
been provided. Six weeks ago, you would have had 
a different impressica of her than you will at the hearing" 

White House officials and Herman have used the time to plead her 
case and diffuse any negatives that could cost her the labor =teary 
job-

In late January, Haman met with Lott after the senates-  cast doubt ai 
her nomination because of her alleged involvanag in arranging a May 
13 coffee meeting at the White House with Clinton, Demoaatio 
Natiesal Canmittee officials, 17 praninad banking executives and a 
senior Treasury official who regulates the industry. Clinton officials 
later admitted that the gathering improperly mixed political down 
with federal regulates. 

White House officials also provided documents they say prove that 
Haman, whose office coordinated the meeting, had no direct role in 
inviting the Treasury official, Canptroller of the Curraicy Eugme 
Ludwig, to the gathering. Haman was out of town when Ludwig's 
name was placed on the guest list, according to the documents. Whai 
Herman learned of Ludwig's invitation, she concluded the meeting was 
a political gathering and did not attend, the documents say. 

Hamaes office arranged about 15 of the 103 coffee ineetings held 
at the White House and attended about seven, adnainistratica officials 
said. 

The administration's explanation of the May coffee meeting seaned 
to sati* Lott, who said her prospects for confirmation "'looks better 
than it did when it came out &at there was a possibility she arranged 
or attended a meeting that involved regulators, the regulated and 
cainpaign officials" 

While trying to mollify Lott. Haman and administratica officials 
have campaigned for support from some Danocrats and organized 
labor, 

Shatly after Haman's selection in December, she paid a courtesy 
call ca Kennedy. 

It was more that he supported Sen. Wofford than being against Ms. 
Haman," said Jim Manley, a spokesman for Kennedy. " She will be a 
fine labor seaetary and he (Kennedy) is coofident that she will be 
coofirmed awe she goes for the committee; 

Herman has been wooing organized labor, too, meeting some union 
leaders peruaally and speaking by phone to others. 

Although union officials publicly followed Kennedy's lead in 
backing Haman, acme have gambled privately that Wofford who 
had an 88 parent lifetime voting record in support of labor issues 
backed by the AFL-CIO would have been a better choice. 

But Peggy Taylor, the AFL-CIO's legislative director, said, " all of 
an experiences with her irt the past camle of months have generated 
a lot of adhusiasin." 

Still, with all the controversy surrounding Herman, hes suppotters 
feared the White House would abandon ha-. 

' ' We have a little histay hem; said Rosemary Danpsey, Naticaal 
Organization for Wanees naticaal vice pendent, refaring to 
Clinton's withdrawal of suppect of civil rights expert Lani Guinier fcc 
a smior Justice Department position in 1993. "They should not let 
her fall by the.wayside." 

By last month, the White House showed its support fey Haman, 
who is black, by asking black colleges, wornees groups, and labor 
goups to speak out about the delayed cadumation hearing. 

While the Clinton administratica has tried to smooth Hamaes 
coofirmation hearing, sane potadial bumps remain. 

Lott and other Republicans have said that a repeat Haman prepared 
for Clintai's re-election campaign that outlined strategy for improving 
the president's support in the black canmunity violated the Hatch Aet, 
a fedaal law that bars government employees from participating in 
certain political activities. 

The White House defaided Herman, saying political appointees are 
allowed to do politleal work as long as they put in a 40-hour week on 
their govaunent job. 

Senate investigatas have also pored over a 1982 deal to determine 
whether Herman, who was then operating her own consulting firm, 
used political camecticas to get a share of a 8200 million 
development project along Washington's Pennsylvania Avenue while 
putting in little or no mazy. Haman recently sold her share fcc mere 
than 8500,000. 

Haman wu not available for comment, but friends sod supporters 
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underwent Friday. "Hes sick about it" 
The official also expressed concern that Lake's expaience would 

discourage other qualified individuals from public service. "A whole 
lot of people who might want to aerve are going to have second 
thoughts. That's sad." 

Lakes sudden decision to end his bid to become Clinton's third CIA 
director in four years came in the midst of two weeks of often fractious 
confirmation hearings by the Senate Select Commiftee on Intelligence, 
where Lakes four-year tenure as Clinton's closest foreign policy 
advisor came under intense scrutiny. 

In his letter to Clintoo, Lake said that he was withdrawing because 
of new signals the White House had received over the weekend of the 
blehlood of bather delays before the Republicans on the Senate 
intelligence committee would bring his nomination to 
a vote. That finally convinced him, Lake angrilyrwrote, that his 
nomination bad becoine ' football in a game with constantly 
moving goal posts." 

Lake added that afta months ddelays, "I have finally lost 
patiane." 

Lakes nomination was announced by Clinton in December, but the 
Senate intelligence panel had delayed the confirmation hearings twice. 
The delays, Lake ccenplained, " are hurting the CIA and NSC staff in 
ways I can no longer tolerate." 

Lakes decision stunned Senate leaders, who were planning to hold 
further hearings on Lakes nomination Tuesday. Sen. Richard C. 
Shelby, R-Ala., the intelligence committees chairman and Lakes main 
adversary, said he was not told of Lakes decision until late Monday 
night 

Shelby insisted that, despite Lakes expectation of further delays 
from the Senate, the committee was planning to vote on Lakes 
nomination by Thursday. 

Yet Shelby, who had been signaling his displeasure with Lakes 
nomination for months, also made it clear Monday night that he 
thought Lake was the wrong man for the CIA job. 

Lake "lacked managerial skills at evay level: Shelby said 
Responding to criticism that the confirmation process had turned 

harshly partisan, Shelby added the Senate bad "an obligation to 
rigorously examine anyone for a position as sensitive as CIA, 
especially =M0W who brought as much controversy to the position 
as Mr. Lake. ... I believe he got a fair shake from the committee, but a 
fair shake doesn't mean a rubber stamp." 

White House officials stressed Monday that Lakes withdrawal was 
not the result of any looming bombshell uncovered by the Senate or 
the media, but rather by his own weariness with the torturous process. 
"He just saw delay and delay and delay: said one administration 
officiaL 

Still, several lingering controversial matters surrounding Lakes 
tenure at Clinton's National Security Council bad been at the heart of 
GOP =cans about his nomination. 

While Clinton has not focused on possible replacements yet, those 
most lficely to be considered include Acting CIA Director George 
Taxt, who was (MCC staff director for the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, and Deputy Attorney General Jamie S. Gorelick, who was 
considered for the post befixe Lake was chosen. 

Lake was nominated to replace John Deutch, who resigned in 
Decanber after less than two yews at the CIA. Clinton's first CIA 
Directoc, R. James Woolsey, iesigned at the aid of 1994, after getting 
enmeshed in the Aldrich Ames spy scandal and finding that he was 
largely shut out of access to the president. 
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an Now Expected to Win Confirmation to Labor 
Post (Washn) By Melissa lifealy (c) 1997, Los Angeles 
Times •  

WASHINGTON When Sen. James M. lofted', R-Vt, drew up a 
list of more than 100 questions for President Clinton's lake 
secretary-dmignate last month, he insisted his aim was to focus the 
nomination hearings of Alexis Herman on ber approach to the job, not 
her past business dealings or her role in the fund-raising scandal 
engulfing We Clinton administration. 

Yet one after the other, Jetfords' questions concerned Herman's 
behavior as a private-sector coosultant and, later, as a key political 
aide to first the Danocratic National Committee and then the White 
House. With those questions answered, Jeffords maintained, GOP 
lawmakers would turn their attentions to Haman's views on labor and 
wockplace matters. 

But it's not hlely to turn out that way. 
In the end, Herman, 49, is widely expected to win Senate 

confirmation following hearinp that begin Tuesday before the Senate 
Labor and Human Resources Committee, chaired by Jeffords. Even 
me of Herman's early detractors Senate Mr*xity Leader Trent Lott, 
R-Miss. appears ready to back her. " There may be a lot of smoke but 
... shell probably squeak through: said a GOP Senate aide, who 
added that Republicans have failal to find an infraction serious 
enough to deny Herman the job. " Shell get a little rougbed up. but 
shell make it" 

But even as tbey move closer to confirming her, lawmakers' 
persistent focus cc Herman's political and business dealings are likely 
to keep them from learning much about her priorities as the Clinton 
arlministratiar's point person on labor and workplaoe issues. 

They know that Hennan, who is black, has been a key Clinton k 
administration liaison to the-African-American community and is a 
firm supporter of affinnative-action policies that have been under 
attack all Capitol ILA. And they know she is a committed advocate for 
women in the werkplace, having been director of the Labor 
Department's Women's Bureau during the Carter administrafica. 

Republican senators know also that Haman unffice Robert Reich, 
the Maid academic she would replace re the Labor Department is 
a Pragmatist, a political operative they will lftrely find it easier to work 
with on policy matters. As directoc of the White Mine Office of 
Public liaison, Herman met regularly with business leaders to forge 
their support for administration policies. 

But it is precisely that political background, in the minds of many 
GOP lawniakers, that has made Herman so vulnerable to questions 
that could tie her to the Clinton administratiods questionable 
ftmcl-raising practices. 

"This has become mostly about politics be,--Rine shes a political 
choice," said one Republican staff inember 012 Capitol LEL In 
Herman, the president appears to have rewarded a kagtime political 
lieutenant, the aide said, not an ideological crusader. "If Clinton had 
picked a clone (of retired Labor Secretary Robat Reich), you might 
see more of a discussion &policy." 

Indeed, Herman won the nomination over former Sat Harris 
Wofford, D-Pa., an ardent liberal. A Watford nomination would have 
spared the administration the embarrassment of a nomination mired in 
its widening fimd raising scandal. But it would have prompted a testy 
exchange over the government's role in always-simmering labor 
dispute& 

• 

Panel Rebukes Torricelli for Clahns in Guateinala 
Murder Cases(Washn) By James Risen (c) 1997, Los 
Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON In a rare public rebuke to a fellow member of 
Cougress, the Republican tnajaity of the House Permanent Select 
Conmittee on Intelligence has concluded that Sen. Robert Taricelli, 
D-NJ., made false allegations about the CIA's role in two high-profile 
murder oases in Guatemala involving a U.S. citizen and a rebel 
married to another American. 

But in its final report on the lingering controversy at tbe CINs role 
in Guatemala, the House intelligence panel still agreed with earlier 
goVernment investigations that the CIA's paid informants in the 
Guatemalan army were involved in serious human rights abuses, that 
CIA officials knew oftheir involvanent aad kept that information 
from Carp= 

"The statutory requirement that the congressional intelligence 
comnittees be kept fully and =rattly informed of all intelligaice 
activities was violated by the leadership of the CIA" in the Guatemalan 
case, the House report found. 

3/ I (3 ri 1 



• 

~ 

co 
co ......., 

• 

·Liberals to turn out for Herman 
By Jessica Lee 
USA'IODAY 

Leaders of the nation's major dvil 
rights, labor and femloi!t groups are ex• 
peded to make a symbotic appearaoce to­
day at a Senate bearing oo Alelis Her­
man's mrnlnat',oo to be Labor secrecary. 

lbeas,embly'ofu:b~ ~ 
cratic ~ actlvlsls Is an e:cpres:ioo .lf 
support for ao Africmh\mericao woman 
- a frteod ol most of them - whale ca­
reer has fcqed links to the party's most 
bnpor1am llberal mosffl,,enc;la . 

Her CXJOlrmatioo appears to be nured. 
But the orchestrated turnout Is IDteoded to 
sem! ooUoe to Presidem Clntoo diat IOIDe 
ot bis becters are concerned bis admbm-

• tratioo has few promlneat UberaJs left. 
NAACP Presidem Kwml Mfllme, Cor· 

eaa Scott King Doroday Befpt oldie Na­
tional Coundl ~ Negro w~ ·11artan 
Wrigbt FMmao nf the Cldldrm's Defeme 
F\md,Judidl LJdrtman of the Women's~ 
gal Defense FUnd. members of the Coo-

I . 

greso;1ona1 Black caucus and 
union repreeotattves are ex­
pected at the bearing. . 

In the Alabama legislaDU"e 
today, a resolution was to be ol­
fered caillng tor Herman's coo­
tlrmatlon. Some Alabemians 
were organlzlng a. bus bip to 
Wmhlngton for the bearing. 
Herman, 49, Is a natlw ot Mo­
bile. 

now Is White House director of 
public Ual9on. 1t is her respoml­
blli(y to marshal support for 
Olnton's lnltiatives among busi­
ness groups, minorities, women 
and others who will cbamplon 
the cause. 
. That job proved to be a hur­

dle for her oomlnatioo when 
critics ldendled her omce as 

- the ooordlnating point tor the 
The Labor CoounlUee de­

layed schedullog a bearing tor 
10 weeks 1fhlle i,,vestipting 

Hemwl: Nominee White HOU!e colfee tlatches 
for Labor post that brought major Democratic 

donors together with Olnton 
and adminisCration olldals. whether Herman was lowlYed In tund­

raislng ln the White House. which would 
be illegal Inwstlptors found nothing to 
dlsquallty her, Senate Majority Leader 
Trent LDU said. He says Herman Is llkely 
to be allllrmed by the tun Senate In April. 

The committee planned CXlly one day of 
bearing\ another IP>d sign for her. I 

Herman. a former Democratic Party of. 
ldal who worted oo ~ preddel.::lal cam­
paigns or Jes.,e 'Jacaoo and Bill atntm. 

• Critics also questioned whether Jlennan 
traded political favors for hundreds of 
tboo!ands nf dollan In prolts 00 cozy busi­
ness deab, lncludl.ng W&sblngton'!II Peon­
sytwnla Avenue redeYelopment project. 

But senate Investigators found "no 
~ gun." said Labor Committee 
OWnnan James_ Jelfords, R-Vt. 

► Lakewlhllews,1A 

• 
I 

/ 

. 
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.;✓ Hownottosenda-m~etoM:exico. • 
. . 

The impressive bipartisan opl)()Sitioo to Presi• waters. Aa Rep. l,ee HamWoo, the l'llllkiD& member 
dentClintoo'scert:iflcationcifMexicoasafully ot the Internaliooal Relatioos Committee, argued, 
cooperating drug-war ally evaporated last such a list of demands, DO matter bow worthy, could 

week as quickly as It had built up. That's too bad, not have been made at a worse time-less than fbur 
because President Ointon's deci.sion to certify Mex- months~ Mexi<:o's natiooal ccillgressional elec­
lco will now assuredly stand. Neither Mexico nor the tions,• political parties trip O\lel' ooe another crili• 
Clinton administration have received the message • cizing the United Stales. No Mexican politidan could 
they both need to bear from Congress-namely, the have publicly acguiesced within this time frame. 

• sense of huge disappointment wltb Mexico's pertbr- The amendment al!o unnecessarily introduced a 
mance as an ally In fighting il1epl drugs. slew ot attacb against the Clintoo administration's 

Six days after President Ointon wroogheadedly dnig ~guaranteeingthatscoresof Democrats 
certified that Mexico had "cooperated fully'' in the would feel compelled to vote against any resolution 
drug war, the House International Relations Com- inc:orporatingsuchanamendment RepublicanRep. 
mittee passed a resolution disappl'OYingofthe certi- E. Clay.Shaw otF1orida, the spoosorotthe original 
6catioo bya voceof'Z7-S. TheNVJllDitteeAJsoapproved resolution, rightly decried what be called a ''poison 
an amendment that would have allowed the president, pill" for Democrats. In the end, fu,! amendment pro, 

citing vital natiooal interesls, to waive the cor- vidlngfor a 90-<lay ~ and Jambasrinithe Ointon 
ding sanctions, which include cancelling any administration barely passed in a mostly party-line 

reign aid to Mexico unrelated to fighting drugs vote. Just as Mr. Shaw had feared, however, the 
oppooing any loans Mexico might seek from amendment.was suft)clently partisan to give many 
national lending agencies such a, the Inlerna· Democrats good reason not to wee fbr the final res­

tiooalMooetary Fund. In the House, tb'oresolution as olution, which passed 251-175, 33 votes shy of the 
thenamendeddrewthesupportofSpealcerNewtGin- two-thirds majority needed to override the presi­
gricband Minority lader Dick Gephardt In the Sen- . dent's expected veto. Meanwbile, the Senate seems 
ate, Republican Jesse Helms and Democrat Barbara . to be ~ from its earlier resolve and 
Baxerwerepursulnga~approach.ltdoe.sn'taet appears to be coaleaclni around a DOD-binding res-
any more bipartisan than that . olulion that will criticize but not decerlity Mexico. 

In order to assuage the coocerns of bon:lel'-state Thus, what beaan a, a laudable bipartisan effort 
Republicam, wboWIXl'ied that decertification was 1µo in bQth chambers to reverse President Clinton's ill• 
harsh (it's not), the House considered an amendment • advisedcertiftcationha, Dl1W ~ Into a partisan • 
tlJat would have ~ deoer1ificalion fur 90 days. • dispute most notable for its failure to •accomplish 
However, to p?'eYellt deoer1ificatlon the amendment what looked soachlevable a week ago-a veto-proof 
Ill-advisedly required Mexico to publicly submit to a decerlitlcalion Had such a 8oal been reached, eyen 
lawidry list o! demands that it belieYes·compr(Jllise if Mr. Clinton Issued the waivercanrellingtbesanc­
its~ The demaqds ~ allowing us. tl.ooa, Mexico would have been Oil notice that much 
drug agents operaling in Mexico to arm themselves more would be expected of it .in the Immediate 
fur sell-defense, extraditing more drug ofl'enders future. That would have been the lime to privately 
wanted in the United Stales and~ US.~ demand the sortofreuonable<XY>N':SSMlDS tbatwere 
Guard ships to pursue drug runners lil Mexican so publicly raised last week. 

>f< Questions for Alexis Herman 
, after a two-month delay, LaborSecretary 

nominee Alexis Herman will beainberSenate 
confirmation hearings. Miss Herman's nomi­

nation was put on bold fur so long by Senate Labor 
andHwnanResourais ())tnmjttw. OlllirmanJaines 
Jeft'ords becauseo!questiQnaaboutherpoli&aland 
finaDdalac:tivities during hermanyyearsa,aDeroo-
cratic Party activist. • 

Alexis Herman has been involved in some troubling 
matters. First and foremost among them is the 
fundraislng that went Oil at the C1intDn White House 
during the 1996 reelectioo campaiiJ'l when she was 

--... y ·, bead oftbe Office otPublic Uaison. Miss Hennan, to 
\ be8in with, arranged and'partldpated in some oldie 

., cotrees wlthBiDClimmfur~dooon rneetlnp 
"': that netted $Tl mil1im (and COUllling) ... the Clin­

\ ton/Gore caOIP'riin, 'Ind that~ well have been in 
~o!lawsapinstf\mdraisinainthe Wbite 

'\HOWe, er on government property in aeneraL 
$he also did some things •in her role a, minority• 

outaach coordinator that have raised eyebrows. 
She produced a plan c:alling fur adm1nlatratioo om. 
fials 10 use their positions to serve as amba.uadors 
~r Mr, Clinton to the Aftjcan American communi­
• "belpjngto educate ... notcampali71UJi";'sbe rec-

ended an increase in such surropcy in tbe six 
befin every 1996 primary electloo. She set 

p.p av House l?ased "fax netw.ork'' to keep thou­
Wlds of African American Democrats apprised 
~ day o! Mr. Clinton's "daily talking P!)ints, cal­
endars r"upc«DiDg""ients. stump speed)es, descrip­
tiom of major 1egislatiw victories, qency accom­
pJishmeots and other materials." And she arranged 
to include the Democratic~ (m,mjttw, In the 

network. The White House is, to be sure, the p~­
dent's political operation; but previous administra­
tions have been more rigorous about not crossing the 
line into campalgnlnji, 

Senators coosldering her rvxninatioo were also 
coocemedal:loutthe3.3 ~lnll!:restsbe&Qtintbe ' 
1980sln thePeonsylvania.AvenueMaricetSquarereal 
estate deYelopment- with DO appareut'iuvestment · 
from her, fur a partnerSblp w f'Adirnates I.a worth 
betwam ~.ooo and Sl roiilion. ni,, erpJaoatioo 1a 
that she was IP\"21 the pertnershlp to tulflll the devel· 
q,er'aaffirmatiyeactionquota&Notlhatitmablsitmzy: 
the mar,, palatable, but such qucaHl1llnfi free part• 
nersblps seem tobe atandald operadua procedure. 

BeJbre he scheduled her bearing, Mr. Jeffords 
Insisted on cunpreheosive answers from the nomi­
nee - in writina ~ about these issues. Apparently, 
she answered to hl-Mdst'.acdaa, a well as totbe sat• 
isf'action of other Republicans, Including ~ 
Leader'Il'entLott. 'Ibey now seem to think Miss Her-
man will will coofirmation. • 

-As.Labaro11111d!l .... memberSen.DanComputit. 
"lberearestillsomequestia:ls~buttbattlmu­
ally the ca,e,with mostn, rninees Ithlnkgieoeralzywe 
Slartwith tbeimpressloo lhattbepresidentde&ervesto 
bavetheteamaroundblmbewam,~if~ncte:mct• 
Jywbowewould~~tbattljusttheway~sup­
posed to work; ooe mtaht eYen wish Demoa:m bad,. 
hewn 1Xi that sensible view when they were in the • 
mlU(llity and .the GOP held .the White House. But 
there'ssjmplyno~lhattbequestlmsabout:Mjss • 
HertnamOXldtx::tare~ Tu:l&equeslioosandber 
explanalic:rs deaenie the most tborouab bearini-in 
the run Senate as well as in the Laborn,uwirree 

~e nJ-ijbtgtot{ifmes· 
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 1997 · 
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He Fetll BIi Pahu .OfatOII Uadqoe1 luaee 8ar&ery 
(Betbe,da) BJ Saau Beokelm-■ . (c) 1997, Newlday . • 

BBTHESl'.)A. M4 Surpoar p...,_A\llynpcired I OQGlflteeted 
tar illl'nllidcat Climm's lq Frid■)' ill 12.tlll-lllO!ll"'proclOdunsthat 
docitcri 111d MIit u we0·. pcmibJo but will llow 1bo ll0nDl1ly. 
actiwproaidlll& 1 bitllldl'lqllbJll!Xlfhlrl • tblnpy. 

Tbepr..idcat, wbo,aocardmf1odocean. q,boatbdi:n, 
dlainl at lier die-..,. iDlilted tbltbe will 1olWIIDki 
Tueedayfor I plamed IIJllllllit wilhJbmlaa Baril N. 
Yeltlia. Doci1m1 aid Climm would probebly • ill tho NIDCDll 
Naval Modical Cadlr hen atlealtuaiil 

CliDlml tarelbo qoack-icep llmlD above his a. after 
lllllllblia, Ill tho batltm lllp u be- • the Hobe Sound, FIL. 
atale rlpro Flfcr Ona Normanjlllt after 1 Friday. Ho WII 
tllcm to a local bolpita1. wbll'O doct0n RICll:-imded that be­
cr1bapcdic aqeom bin. 

aqeom - ·they m.y be able to-tbo ICCtioaa c:Lthe ripped 
tendon bade foFlber. Moro C01111D01lly. tho . 1111111 drill llMl't / 
Vfll'j -0 bob.In tho laicocep 1brou&h • to 1bn:,ed tho IUbnl ti,.,. 
.....uechin1 tbo tmdco &m1y to tho bcoe. 

Clintoo IUlrcred ID IIIIUIUU 1lclr that 
tbip tb.lD typical. his c,loct0ra Aid. 
ckillod bolel In his laicocep for 
tmdaD properly. 

bip:rinhis 
'tcbed it up but ■I.lo 

• the iDjurod 

''Tllo....-, itlelfis not• bis • uidDr. KamedlYme. dindar 
rLOocrpWubiqlmU . • 11p<X11medicinc_cmta'. " Tllo 
rebabilitatioo is tbo toup 

C1iDl0ll will WIJClcwilb I 
rebuild IIIUIClea. Tllo odds pd. Fine Mid, that C1inlai will have 

. 111> lipi&aat a■ d lllq1h or movanmt in his rq,aircd knee. 

Puaa1e ofTlme Appun·to Help Labor Sec. ~omiDee Cliutlm. his \"llicc pipod into I bolpital 
bu derlbo ....-, mdod. Mid, ' ' Iteel 
" ltop pviq my doct0n ~hard time about 
FiDatoHdrmld. Wobaw'tol'). ' 

• ind toldniparterlto • Herman (Wuhn) By WUllam Dou&Ja, (c) 1997, f 
• to HoJlinki. Wo'ro all Newlday 3 / I 7 q -, 

WASHINGTON Time m.y prove to be A1cxi1 Haman's best • 
" I jlllt bid ID anhJcq brw. • tho 

110 injuriel illmy lifo, at in 25 ,_. rL 
atblctic acdvity, l'YO bellll ranabbly 
bappca.batlwubUlltothatQres 
than I. hoard my a. pop and tunlOCl 
hittbopouad." 

" l'YO bid aJmoll 
I lot fL olber 
Accideata 

' I beUllr adiJcte 
caiptmebef'orel 

DoctlX'I llid that UDdcrDDnllll'c:il. :\'IIIIQIIIIICCldlC.f probably wwld 
oot rec• .,..,, d that• plllimt wbo bid · mdalQDO adl ....-, 
takcaloaJtlipt.ButDr.David • wbopcrmrmodtbo • 
opcnlioa. DOtod that the pniaidmt'1 p Air Force One; is not 
I typical p-,er jot Tllo preaidao1'1 1JW1r physician. Dr. Camic 
Mariano, uid Ibo 111d ODO fLtbo wbo pcrmrmod tbo ....-, 
would trawl with C1iman. 

Tbe lllfFIYWII pabp.ed with ID 
adminilta'Od to tbo lpillll oord to 
Becamctbo p'ClidmtramincdC0D111:P11 
-110 pec,cf tor I tempar-.y 1nllllf'cir 

Durina tbo opentioa. docton Mid, 
Lyle LoYdt llld TIJl!IIIY BufrcU. One 
buff it. lhlt'1 wut-'re FiD1 to do 
Houl"lpOb:arnanMibMoCuny. 
Ahr be lcaWII tho bolpita1. the 

hetic,wbichis 
bait c:Lthe body. 
tho opcntioa. ther-c 

• powcn. 
to tho music d 

Mid, ''Low, it IDd 
• ICC0rdins lo White 

TySmol to relieve the pain, uid tho .tboliok>filt 
CliDloo wu be:iiiJ fitted tor I lq Friday a wwld not require 

I cast, doct0n Aid. Tbe bnce will his lq to exlmd and pYC 
him l0IDO mability wbilo bcipiq it lllblo to prew,at rouvury. 
He ia expc,cled to 1110 c:rutcbes tor lime. 

OhatOD11 Knee IDJW'1. ·co 
(Wulm) By Earl Lane (c) 

WASHINGTON In~• 
OD ~ llep, J'rolideat Clintm joins 
have Janied bow ouily 111d • 
is put UDd« llr-. 

OD ODe, Experts Say 
7, Newaday • 
iD his ript a. by IIUD'lbliog 
otbcrl dhis ,enaa1i0a wbo 
ID lpll Ja. CID fail wbm it 

But the ■JrFl'J to rcipairtho I tom quadriccpl tmdco is 
C00licknd routiuo. rponi1Ji@ • Friday, and'be lbould be able~ 
rcP1111C joaiq and olber aparta • • • wilhiD tine or blr moalha. • 

For now; CliDl0a. 50, will have am to 1110 crutchol and libly 
will have his a. immobilized • 1 cut or brace tor six wecb or 
-. tbey llid. 

•• All ywr tmdcol and 111· i--~ llldjoints-cu •JO" pt 
older; llid Dr. Llwrmcc chairman d athopcdica at 
Univa'lity McdicaJ Cmlcr at Brook. N. Y. "They laid to pt 
wmcr.• 

The quadriccpl is I ClOlllb' c:Lfaur mmclCI It the !root c:Lthe 
thiah that mcrp into I lincwy rcpolib tmdco that lltadiol to the 
kDecclp. Tbllt tmdco • tho powa-to exlmd and bend tho knee. 

" l!JO'l didn't bavu QUIC~PI tcDdcm. ywr kooe wouldjlllt 
buckle bmeath JO"." llid Dr 

O 

llll!Ul Sba&r, dindar c:Lthe 
divilioo ot 1p0111 medicine Ocaptown UDiYa'lity. 

Rips dtbe quadricepl 1R I fact rllifc 1D10111 prUClliaaal 
llhldcs wbo lln:a the durqjuaipina and IUIIIUlli, But tbo 
injwiCI wo 1n1 C01111110D tbo middle apd wtia.e t.som 
become moro amccptiblc tcarins cluriq IIIY IUddm IXIOYaDelll or 
--lp"Ci1Jist1..wl • 

The tendon typically 1c1r1 or detlcbol at the point where it C0IIDeCts 
to the bc,ccap. l!thcre is cnauah tmdao llill ldl OD tbo boac. 

timl 
, ~ tlne moothl ago, wbal Praida:itBill CliDloo tapped 

Haman. tanner director c:Ltho White Howe', political lililoo office, 
to become ICICrellly dJabor, D&}'llya'I were aplenty IDd her 
nornioetioo wu in doubt. 

Rq,\lblicaol, Jed by Sen■le Maj«ity Leader Trait LoU, R•Mm., 
q,lOIDODOCI Haman'• role in White Houlc co&c meetiop ltlelldcd by 
Danocnlio Party olliclab 111d baolcing CIXCCUlivea and WODdercd 
■bout her penan■J fimllcial deaJiop. 

Orpoized labor b&llcod at Hamm', aclcctiOD IDd Seo. Edward 
Kmocdy, I).Maa, the ranking Dc:moc:nt OD the Smale Labor 
Oxornittoc, m■do it lcnown that be and tho uoi0111 WIiiied Clintoa to 
cbooee tanner Sen. Harris Wolfard, D-Pa. 

But 'DINI, Whito Houlc official, and conarcaioaal llwmaken are 
quietly IIYiDa tbey expect Haman will be 00llfirmcd clcapito what ia 
likdy to be I COO.u:ntioul bearing bef'orc the Smale Labor Committee: 
rue.day.' ' 

A Whito Houlc that WIS 1iullratcd about the delay in Haman's 
caa1innatico bearioa she is the 1ast appointee to ao throuJb the 
~ 'DINI 11)'1 the wait m.y have bem a bJcaios in diJaui,e. 

•• Oddly; the time 11p1e 1iu worbd in her uvor: uid White Hou1c 
apokcRNn Joeepb Jdmloo. ''People have IDIWCfcd the qllCltiooa 
(■bout her). For I majority dthinp. rcuooable explanati0111 have 
bocD provided. Six wecb IJO, you would haYO bid 
a di&.reut imprcaica dher lban JO" will at the bcuioa-• 

White Houle officia1I IDd Haman have UIOd the time to plead her 
cue 111d diffiilo uiy nepliva that could colt her the labor ICCrdary 
jab. . 

In 1ato JIIIUII)', Haman met with Lou 11\« the ICllll0r cut doubt OD 

bor IIDIDiollioa becau.e dher allcpl involvement in uranaini • May 
13 oof!'cc mecwi, at the White Houlc with Clioloa. Dcmocntic 
NID0Dll Ccmmittee officiall. 17 pnllllioeot baolciq csxecutiva IDd 1 

aeai« Trw.■ury officill wbo rqulatCI the indilllly. Clintm c6ials 
- admiUed that 1be Ptbaitl& iwpop.:rly mixed political donln 

. with fcdcn1 re,u1aton. • 
White Houle c:A:&aJ, ■I.lo providc,d docorncmr, Ibey II)' prove that 

Haman, wtia.e office 00C:Wdiolled the mcdio&, bid 110 direct role in 
iDvitiDJthe T,-iry -~• Canpcrollcr mthe Cumaoy Euacne 
Ludwii, to tbo ~ Haman WU out fLfawD wbm Ludwig's 
IIIIDC WII placed 011 the plClt Jilt, ll000rdioa to the docnrnm11 When 
Haman loamed dI.udwig'1 iovitatioa, she CODCludod the meetioa wu 
• political ptborins IDd did not IUcDd, the docorncot1 gy. 

Haman'• office arriopl about' 1 S of the 103 coffee meetinp held 
at .the Wbirc Houle IDd ltlelldcd about aevai. administration officials 
llid. 

The administration's expilnatioo dthe May coft'ce 111CCtios ICC:IDed 
to utilfy LoU. wbo llid her pr0lpCCII for confirmatior:i • ' loob bcaa­
tbaa it did wbm it came out that there wu I poaibility she uraopl 
or ltlmded • meetioa that involved regulaton. the nauJaled IDd 
campaip officiab. 0 I 

While tryia, to mollify LoU. Haman 111d adminiscration officiaJ, 
have c:ampaipcd tor 111pp0rt from iuiic Democnts IDd orpniud 
labor. • 

Sbor1ly 11\« Haman's ICJcctioo iii Dccicmber. she paid I COUr1cly 
call OD Kmocdy. • 

•• Ir WU more that be-11Upp011.cd Seo. Wofford lban be:iiis apinlt Ms. 
Haman," uid Jim Manley, • ■pokCIO>■o h Keuocdy. •·She will be 1 

fine labor lOCl'dlry and be ()Camedy) is CODfidcmt that she will be 
COllfinDed caco she pa for the cammiuee. • 
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REVIEW & OUTLO~K. 

I .Nothing Personal . 
I • 1 

One ot the channs of the Clinton administration. But Jim Woo!Sey was 
Presidency has been 1~ audacity. • a first-rate .CIA chief, until he proved 
Only a pre~ldent with, .remarkable .too independent for this p~sident. 
nerve, for example, would now be'dar- The CIA Is a secret, . enforcement 
lnr the U.S. senat.e to promote two se- arency wliere such Independence ts. 
nlor members of h1I White House staff vital; especl!llly In an administration 
to the cabinet amid a still rrowtnr as (lven to comer cuttlnr as this one. 
scandal over White House campaign With the FBI now publicly feuding 
finance. The only thin&' more remark· with Mr. Clinton over who knew what 
able would be If the . Senate went and when about Chinese lnfiuence, It 
along. stretches belief that a member of hlS 

We say this not because we have White House responsible for China 
anything personal against the twonom· policy would now go to run the CIA, In 
lnees, Anthony Lake for CIA and Alexis charre or Intelligence that-might bear 
Herman for Labor. In a normal pres!· directly on the China-campaign con• 
dency, tlley'd deserve normal Senate nections. 
deference. But considering the polltlcal Ms. Herman's case Is almost as 
moment or this unfolding s~dal, egre(lous from the point or view or do- , 
these nominations are less about the In· mestlc politics. Her office played a role· 

~ 
, .... :' ..::: 

divlduals than about the character of . In hosting the notorious White Housi: 
this presidency. Their nominations are coffees, though she now claims she 

~ 
t-

• an In-your-race challenge to the advise herself didn't. Even If that's true, we O') 

and consent powers of the Senate. know she was a former aide and cpnfl· O') 

Though both nominees are trying dant to Ron Brown, the late. commerce ~ 

to keep their distance from the cam- Secretary whose department Is at the .. 
palgn-flnance web, they both sat In center ·of campaign-finance suspl· 0 t-
the highest White Ho~e counclls. As clons. Who knows what we might learn 

..., ~ 
national secwity adviser In Mr. Clln• about the quid pro quos that came out 

~ 
::x:: 

ton's first term; Mr. Lake was the of John Huang's commerce shop? C) 
chief coordinator of a foreign policy Ms. Herman Is also a proven expert 0::: more preoccupied wt.th doml!stic poll· In the art of gaming the political sys• 

~ tics than any In memory. Ms. Herman tern, ·another hallmark of this pres!• 

~ ran the White House·offlce of public 11· dency. Her political promlrience In 
alson, which Is tasked with the care Washington, D.C., won her an lnvlta· • 
and feeding of political , supporters. ·tlon In the 1980s to join a real esta:te .. 
These are not Innocent bystanders. partnership without making any per· ~ >4 

Just In the last week, we learned sonal. Investment, giving her a freebie 

~· ~ that FBI officials tipped off two NSC ownership stake now worth more than 
underlings last June. about Chinese SS00,000. To be sure, It must have been 
government . Intentions to lnfiuence hard to resist such offers, since even a: z 
U.S. politics. Mr. Lake says he was the government gave them a stamp of 

t:il 0 . never told because the FBI advised the approval, but It's then also hard to 
: pair to keep It to themselves. 'J'.he FBI Imagine Ms. Herman as a spoke.smari =~ : replies that Its agents told the NSC no for average working folk at Labor. 
. such thing- and why would they tell . More Important than these cases, E-4 
• the NSC If not to have the Information • however, Is the credibility of this pres· 
: influence official policy? Stranger ldency. Amid story after new cam· 
'. still, one of those FBI agents assigned palgn story, Mr. Clinton maintains he 
: as liaison td the NSC, Edward Appel, did nothing wrong-indeed he Insists 
: ls now quitting the White House fqr that what he did was right, because 
; undisclosed reasons. \ \ . for llie good of the country he had to 
: • Attorney General Janet Reno also·: · defeat the Republlcans. He also 
: now says she tried to tell Mr. Lake , pledges complete cooperation with all 
: about the Chinese tie last May but '. Investigators, even as his fund-raisers 
. couldn't get him on the phone. Maybe \ take the Fifth before congress or have 
: Ms. Reno would have had better lu~k fled the country: If he ls serious about 
tr she'd tried talking to sandy Berger, . cooperating, why doesn't he Implore 1 

. then Mr. Lake's deputy and now sue• J~hn Huang and the rest to explain l 
: cessor as NSC ·adviser, who we know e~rythlng they knpw? , • 
• attended the weekly White House 'If Mr. Clinton wants his nominees 
• campaign strategy meetings all last confirmed, he can always show he's 
: year. This Is unheard 9f among for· serlqus about coming clean. Until he 
: eign-policy advisers, who usually try • does,\!or a Republlcan Senate to con· 
. to distance themselves from campaign firm White House staff nominees 
· work. With so many new and odd de· would ,be to give him a free pass. It 
: velopme.nts, the Senate • can be for· wouid only eonflrm what most of the 
: given If It doesn't tak!! Whit~ House . public seems to believe about the fund• 
; explan_ations at face value. raising scandal, which Is that all 

We're symJ)athetlc to those who politicians are equally sleazy. It Re-
• say that Mr. Lake, with his' intelll• publicans give Mr. cllriton a pass on 
: gence and ·experience, Is about as th~se nominees, It will be a sign that 
• good as we're going to get from.this theydonottakethelrdutiesserlously. 
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CONFIRMATIONS: THE LATEST ON HERMAN 
N.Y. TIMES' Wines reports Labor Sec.-designate Alexis Herman 

"helped secure one seat" on a Commerce Dept. trade mission to 
Mexico in '96 for a company owned by Vanessa Weaver, who bought 
Herman's private consulting firm in '93. Months after buying the 
house, Weaver and her sister Caryliss each donated $25,000 to the 
DNC. That "seeming confluence of government service, friendship 
and politics is the latest of several similar episodes that had 
held up" Herman's Senate confirmation hearings . On 3/14, a WH 
spokesman defined the mission and Herman's involvement as 
"proper" and added "it was unrelated to the Weavers' subsequent 
political donations. " WH officials maintain that Weaver bought 
the consulting firm from Herman in '93 after Pres. Clinton chose 
her to lead the WH Office for Public Liaison. Federal financial­
disclosure records indicate that Herman "originally valued her 
company at $250,000 to $500,000, but sold it for $50,000 to 
$100,000." WH spokesperson Joe Lockhart said that "although he 
did not know why the Weavers made their donations, they were 
unrelated" to their purchase of Herman's company or the trade 
mission. Lockhart: "I guess you'd have to ask them .... I'd 
presume they're supportive of the party" (3/15). 

"POISED TO WIN?" N.Y. DAILY NEWS' Ball writes that Herman, 
"barring a surprise," appears "poised to win the Senate's 
blessing." Her nomination was in "peril" about questions 
surrounding WH coffees and questions concerning her financial 
background. But "unlike the multi-day blistering" that CIA Dir.­
designate Tony Lake received, Senate GOPers have only set aside 
one day to "grill " Herman. One GOP aide noted there was "no 
groundswell among conservatives to go get her . . .. She'll 
probably get dusted up, but that's probably it . " Senate sources 
indicate it "partly" has to do with the fact that "there's little 
appetite among the GOP's white, male club to take on a black 
woman." Herman's nomination "still riles" some labor activists, 
"who see Clinton's decision as a snub of epic proportions . " 
However, sources said that Clinton has "pledged to let labor have 
a say in other key" gov't jobs, like assistants to Herman or 
posts at the Nat'l Labor Relations Board (3/16). 
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• • Herman ~ided f a.rticip,~rit on Trade Mission 
•• • • i ' ' :- .:i . ' 

. • · aeiatect Artides • • • 
• □ Co_veraae ofthe Cabinet Seleqion 

By MIC~L-.WINES • 
, , I 

W ASHINGTON -.- President Clinton's nominee for labor secretary. Alexis 
Herman, helped secure a seat on a Commerce Department trade mission 

last year for a company owned by the woman who bought Herman's private 
consulting firm in 1993, the White House said Friday. 

Months later, the buyer, a Maryland doctor named Vanessa Weaver, and her 
, sister each donated $25,000 to the Democratic National Committee: 

• .j • 

That seeming co~u~il~ of government service, fiien4ship and politics' is the 
h1test ofseY.eral similar episQdes tpat had held.up Senate.hearings on Hemian'.s. · 

. nomination for weeks while'investigato.rs look~ for improprieties .. 

• Friday, ~ Whlie.:H~u.se·~pokes~~ ~efended.th~-tri~ ~ d H~~~•s involv~~en; ......... • • • , 
in it as proper, and said it was·unrelated to the Weavers' subsequent political • • 
donatioris. • • • • . • . . • • • • • . · • · 

... 
: \. . • ' ' . J: ·\; : ·. • . : . . . : • 

A Republican spokesman for the Senate' Labor'Cpmmittcc: sajd Herman's 
confirmation hearing, the final step before a: Senate vot'e on her appointment, 

• would proceed as schedu,led next Thursday. The spokesman refused to say 
whether the committee's investigators knew of the trade mission _or whether .they , 
were looking into· its circumstances. . . . 

. .. . . ' ' ' 

Herman., Clintorfs liaison to business an~ citizen groups at the time, was the 
. senior federal official on the Commerce Department mission. It took 

representatives of 17 small businesses owned by women to meet potential 
customers in ·Mexico last April. 

Among the businesses was Alignment'Strategi'es,.a suburban Washington 
• company that prepares business ~ssments. Dr. Weaver is the president of 
Alignment Strategies. Her sister, Caryliss Weaver, the vice 'president, 
represented the·company on -the Mexi~ trip. 

. ~ ' . 

·, ' -' 
. 1. ·,_ 

I ; 
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ALEXIS HERMAN'S BAGGAGE 
GROWS HEAVIER 

THE NOMINATION OF ALEXIS Hennan as Labor Secretary, due for a 
Mar. 18 Senate hearing, is hitting even heavier weather and may be delayed. 
Some senators want to scrutinize two overseas trade missions for women 
business owners that Herman led in 1995 and 1996 for the late Commerce 
Secretary Ronald Brown. One ex-Commerce official says it was "definitely 
strange" to tap Herman, a White House aide, to lead the trips--but felt her 
close tie to Brown was the reason. 

The senators are particularly interested in one plane guest on a trip to 
Mexico: Caryliss Weaver, vice-president of Alignment Strategies, a Potomac 
(Md.) consulting firm that bought Herman's diversity consultancy, A.M. 
Hennan & Associates, two years earlier for between $50,000 and $100,000. 
Weaver and her sister, Vanessa, Alignment's owner and president, gave 
$50,000 to the Democratic National Committee in November. Neither sister 
would comment. A White House spokesman says although Hennan 
suggested Alignment be invited, "it's ridiculous to assert that was some kind 
of payoff for buying her business." 

Also under scrutiny: meetings her White House office hosted for 
policymakers, on government time, with women's groups and other special 
interests. Senators suspect the events were really political--and thus illegal. 
Clintonites say they weren't. 

By Paula Dwyer 
EDITED BY URRY LIGHT 

l sloN ur I aw HoMt I aw cottftkH I aw PLUS! I •w ~11 .. v ! stAltCH I coNYA«:T "• I 

Business\Veek 

Updated Mar. 13, 1997 by bwwebmaster 

03/14/97 09:57:28 
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By MICHAEL WINES.·· 

WASHINGTON, March 11 - Nobody 
doesn't lllte Alexis Herman. 

~t-also enahleii r.fs, .Hermali to i:b:alieijge 
. tadsm. SIie cooe sneaked away fl'pn:fc:lass- • 
I mates at a school event, the annual Christ 

the King parade, to demand that a church 
official explain why black student;s never Ask childhood friends abollt President 

Clinton's choice to be the next Secretary of 
Labor, and they recall how the tougb-mln!i-

.., ed bla4t youngster from Mobile, Ala., faced 
,-... down a Cathollc prelate over racial dis-

- performed the celebratloll's symbolic high• 
light, crowning the Virgin Mary . 

Ms. Herman's father once t00k her high 
school-class on ·an unusual field trip: to a 
meeting of the Alabama· Citizens _Council, 
the front for the Ku IQux ~an. 

~ crimlnatiOll. An admirer remembers when 
~ she lent her. good dresses In the 1970's to 
......., • ~ black women lntervt~ for offlce jobs. 

II·\ ~ Democrats marvel over her management of 
''They started throwing things at us," 

said Paulette Lewis, a classmate and still a 
close friend. "Popcorn ooxes; cans, what· 
ever. 1bls Is the kind of upbringing we bad." 

'4,,/ the party's 1992 convention, the one that 
K.. O helped pump up BW ~too•s support In 
..,... polls by 20 percentage points. 
O r'\ Sbe has been known to &1ve presents to co-

Q 
~ .,,,. 
j 
,j _ 

Q •" 
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:) 
~ .. ~ 
~ 
~ 
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~ workers after tough· worltweelts. One man 
says she briefly CODS1dered becornlng ll nun. 

~ "People who like ber really like her,'' 
" \ says Lamolid Godwin. who grew u_p across 

rorging Frie~dships 
With the Influential 

"-' ; the street"from Ms. Herman In the 1950's. . Most Pure Heart-of, Mary Hlgh School. 
~ "Most of the people she~~, beco,,me ~ ~ ~~a!~ ... a_~ln- ... °..mHcerer: .-,L4 ber fi1eslds remain lierfrlends orever. p,wu....... •-.1· ..........., ....,. 

Wh1ch, lately, Is her.biggest problem. man's era: a Marine general and-ambassa· 

to-. 
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• Toe Senate Labor" CQDlllllttee lnvestigat· dor; an ad~ to Preslden! Ronald Rea• 
ed Ms. Herman for two and a half moo~ • gan; doctors; Investment bankers like Mr. 
before scheduling a hearing on bet nolJllna• Godwin, a managing director of Smith Bar­
tlon for next T\lesday. 1be delay bad less to : ney Inc. • . 
do-with her resum6, a Horatio Alger story of • Ms. Herman graduated from a Catholic 
P,luclt and hard work, thap with the friends ·. university - xavter· University of Louis!-
- powerful,_sometimes c:ootroverslal Dem· ana, In New Orleans - and returned to 
ocrats ...., she made on the way up. Mobile. She jotned • catholic Charttl~ In 

Ms.. Herman's ooofirmatioo now seems nearby Pascagoula, ~ lobbying the city 
liltely, but questions about those nlatl_on; shipyard to · glye apprenticeships to un­
shlps had tbreateDed .her. nomlnatioo aoo . sldlled·bl.aclt laborers. 
angered her suppo~rs, • • · She was good at It, blessed with self. 

"Alexis Is not.somebody~•• along foi; _, confidence and an ability to bridge gaps 
the ride," .said Ricld Sefdman. a . ~ : between blacks- .and whites. Mr. -Godwin, 
House· aide during Ms. Herman'.s recent , then -working on minority-employment p~ 
tenure as the Presldentlal ~ to. bust· • grams for the southern Regional Council, 
ness and the public. ''She's a hlgbly Pr!Jlci- touted ber to Ray Marshall, a member of the 
pied person." • • • ooundl's executive committee. . Mr. Mar• 

Few dispute that. But the story Df Ms. shall brought her to Atlanta to: work on .a 
Herman's rise to lnfluen,ce, so Intertwined : projeq to persuade corporations to hire 
with powerfullrlends, suggests bow delicate ; coneg..educat-ed black wom~ for office 
:i ~ betweeSl; politlcl .and principle : -~~. ~ ~ ~~ ~elusively. by 

1be Whl~ House decllned to make Ms. I •.. • "I ·was amazed," Mr. ;Marshal\ ~d· r-e­
Herman, .(9, available for an Interview, cit• . cently. "She did a better job than I would 
Ing her upcoming confJrmatloD hearing. But ba ., . . · . 
associates desqtbe a woman who learned -~~ 8 Federal grant, Mr. M~all ex­
early. ~ skin color does not dete~e panded Ms. Herman's pi:oject anti merged It 
success. • ••••• · - •• ··-·••· ••. wtth a ~ew ¥0.rk City nonprofit group, the 

. .Recruitment and Tr:aln1ng Program._ Work-

Reliaion. and Politics . ,1ng_tbere was another SOUtherner, wbo had • 
t,• Imp~ Mr, Marshall on a project to · 

. Side PY "Side ~tegrate· the coostructioli indµstiy. Jils 
. . ·.name:~u-~G. Green.. . . .,· 

·Ms. Herman grew up ID Mobile when : • )4r. Gi:eeo yns already well~ When 
white ·resistance t-o lntegr:atioli W'5 peaking , F~ ·troPPS ·torclbly Integrated schools · . 
and Southern blaclcs were aw~ to j in utt.ie Rodt, Ark.,.bi 1957, Mr.Green was 
their political power. Her mother .• was a .; aJ:!1011&:the first~ stildents-~r:ted II!to 
reading. teacher. Her father, • mortician, Central.11lgb. His coolness bad made him 
was one of the first blacks elected t-o-Ala- something of a .ciVtl rights I~ He and Ms. 
bama's Democratic Party organization.. Herman became.fast friends. 
Friends recall watching natlonal political Mr'. Marshall ·.and· Mr, Godwin, mean­
conventions ID the Herman living room, her ·while; had m~ o,i" (Q run a task force on : 
father provldlng commentary. • the rural SOUth: whose directors · Included· 

Religion ·most shaped Ms. Herman's Georgia's Governor, ·Jlmmy,·Caiter. "We 
youth. Her catholic parents shunned segre- were having dinner at the Initial meeting of 
gated state education and enrolled her In · • the ta.Sit force,'' Mr. Godwin said, "anci 
parochlal schools - stW segTI!gated,. b!,lt . Governor Carter said he was thinking about 
employing white priests and nuns whose • running for President This was 19n At the 
tutoring was colorblind. • time, we all thought It was far-fetched." 

"The nuns and the priests k~pt us from But President Carter chose Mr. Marshall 
becoming racists,'' Mr. Godwln·said. "The as his · Secretary of Labor. Mr. Marshall 
best people we knew were white - peot,le. named Mr.-Green an assistant secretary, 
we spent the whole day with, who were the Mr. Godwin his head of national employ­
best examples of moral ~av,l,or. We. had ment programs and Ms. Herman director of 
the Klan bombing churches, but we had • the women's bureau: 
these people OD our side. It made It easy to , 
un<rerstand that the problem was not us; the 
problem was the Klan." . • 
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Aetording to Mr. Godwin, who sltetclied . 
out Ms. Herman's life In ~ the three. 
admlolsteted bUlloos of doUarS In grants 
much lllte those they liad one&~ and · 
although Ms. Herman did oot dispenSe mon­
ey, she became a top adviser to Mr. Green· 
and Mr. Marshall. • 

. They also became political flgur_es, If ml­
nor ones. Ms. Herman had worked on the 
Atlanta mayoral campaigns of Maynard H. 
Jackson and Andrew Yc,ung. She was also 
an early supporter of Marloo ~- Barry Jr., 
and got to kllow Ronald H. Brown. a Natlon-

_!I_ Urban LeaJUe execut!Ve and r;>emocratic 
Party figure. . 

At a 1980 testlmollJal dinner In Mobile, she 
met another rising pollUcal figure: the. Rev. 
Jesse Jacltson, then the head of OperaUon • 
PUSH, the group that.targeted companies 
With poor mlnorlty-employment practices. 

After Mr. carter lost the 1880elecdoo, Mr. 
Green and .Mr. Herman fonned a firm that 

• advised bu.slneSses OIi marketing and ml-
norlty-hlrlng Issues.. 

Within months, • Republlcan critics ac­
cused Mr. Green ot shoveling almost 300 
FederaJ co1ittacu and p-ants to cronies In 
the last rnoothsot Mr. Carter's term. includ­
lug contracts to the Recndtrnent and Train­
lug Program and Operation PU~H. They 
also accused Green-Hennan ·• A.ssoclates, 
the new consultlog firm, of cashing .In .by 
obtalnlng subc:Qntncts frQm some of those. 
same crooJes. 

1be Labor 'Department, the Senate and J 
, United State Attorney's office .all lnvestlgat­
.ed. Tbouah some Federal employees testi­
fied to irfegularlties, others called the corn-. 
plalots trumped up. No charges were filed. 
Mr. Godwin and Mr . . Marshall, who now. 
holds an endowed chair In economics. and 
public affairs at the University of Texas, 
call the affair a polltlcal Sl1lear. 

In faet, friends ot Ms. Herman and Mr. 
Green now say, Green-Herman & Associ­
ates did benefit later from Mr. Jackson, who 
sometimes recommended their OOllSUlttn& • • 
firm to companies taqeted by ·Operatloo 
PUSH. But that, they say, i:eflected ncit 
favor-tradini but Mr. Jactsoo's growing 
frtendship wtth the two and h1s con.fldence In 
their firm.· 

Building a Machine 
As Fortunes Rise 

Ms. Herman•s1poUtical and fiDandal for­
tunes rose In tandem. In 1982. she supported 
Mr. Barty's ~ Clmpalgn for Mayor 
of Washington. In 1984, she worted for Mr. 
Jackson's Presidential campaign. About the . 
same time, the developer of a Pennsylvania· •• 
Avenue tract near· the C&pltol made Ms. 
Herman a partner, atvtng her 3.3 percent of 
an offlc&and-condornfnium complex for lit-
tle or no money. 

lben and now, such sweetheart deals are 
·a common way of satisfying the afflrma­
tive-actloo demands of government boards 
that hand out lucrat!Ve contracts. Ms. Ber­
man later sold part of her share and recent­
ly valued the remainder at $500,000 to $1 
mlll1on. . . 

Mr. Green sold bis Interest 1n the consult­
Ing flrm to ~ - Herman In the mld-1980's 
and entered Investment banking. In 1988, 
Ms. Herman Joined Mr. Jackson's second 
Presidential campaign and found • herself 
worldng with Mr. Brown, bY now a promi­
nent lawyer and lobbyist who was organ­
izing Mr. Jackson's conventlOn. 

George Bush's triumph In 1988 left the 
Deµiocratic alliance In tatters. Mr. Brown 
sought the chairmanship of the Democratic 

- . 
National Committee, and won. Ms: Herman 
became bis deputy ~d, In 1992, the _organ-
izer of the party's national convention. . 

Together, they built an Impressive finan­
cial and polltlcal_ machlne..Just as In~ 
goula and Atlanta, ·Ms. Herman's deftness 
at organtzmi blacks, wtiltes, rlcb and- poor • 
al'OWld a common purpose stood out. . • 

She and Mr . . Brown also came .under • 
attack for wbat U.S. News and World Report. 
called the" lavish use of .perts lite. limou" 
sines, P.rivate Jets and a Centn1 Part apart, 
ment rented durtng. planning for the 1992, 
conventioll, which was held In New York 
City. . . 

:ro some others' dlsJllay, Ms. Herman 
continued to run her comuJt1og·t1rm while 
runn1n& Democratic politics. ·ln· one cue, 
her firm was paid $600,000 to advise the 

. wlnniDi bidder for a $7~ ·mllllon Federal 
office-project near the White House, a plum 
fou,ht over at both ends of Pennsytvanla 
Avenue. Cl'ttics later complained that sbe. 
acted as a political fixer In the cornpet1t1oo. 
an accusatloll the White House has denied. 

When Mr. Clinton became Ptesldent.·Mr. 
Brown became Commerce Secmary. Ms.. 
Herman went to the White House as bead of 
the office ot public liaison ~ In effect, the 
grass-roots OrJanil:er of support for Admin-
istration poUdes. • 

1be Job was ostensibly DODpolitlc:al, bufby 
Its nature, lt bas almost IDevltabl_y tamioo 
a political cast.•lbls time. thai WU 4o@ly­
true: the office helped draft Mr. Cllntoo's 
plans to wtn over etlmlc IJ'OUPI In his 1~ 
campaign. Ms. Herman's deputy ran a 
group tbat taixeted Asian-Americans. An­
other aide worked cm wootna the Jewtsb 
vote.· 

AID0Q& other campJl&n duties, Ms. Her­
man supervised the ltralelY to wtn black 
voters. Her second In command was an old.• 

• friend, Mr. Green, who by then was a·filePd 
of the President's. too -:- and ooe pf the 
Democratic. Party's .• bla~ IOft-~ 
fund-raisers. He also. promoted bulmess. 
deals,· Including ventures with another Ar· 
kansan and Presidential friend, Yah lJ.Qg 
(Olarlie) Trte. • 
, All those roles couverged In the lS96 cam­
paign. •Mr. Green appeared at some of the 
now-Infamous White House coffees with.ma: 
Jor party donors. In February 1996, be. and 
Mr. Trte arrange for atteodano- et ooe 
coffee by one of their business prospects, 
Wan Jung. an eucutlVe In an arms-aport 
busfness Identified as a weapons s.muggllng 
front for the Cltlnese military. • 

Ms. Herman al.$0 attended some coffees; • 
her office Invited a Federal banking regula­
tor· to one such sessJon, attended by big 
donors from the banking industry. 

r,ts. Herman has Insisted that she played 
no part In that Invitation, arid that her work 
for Mr. Clinton's re-election was properly 
performed on personal ttme. 

senate Investigators have since scrubbed 
that and the rest. of Ms. Herman's pasi. 
After long tho\lght, they seem agreed that 
nothing there bars her confirmation. 

'--
'L 
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• ·'.te:~ff0u§~~ Alexis· Herrilait~,e.dito·nat • itnf air-: ... 
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Toth; Editor. ··. '·;'_ l ft # : :. . '\ _:·s~~esSen, Dopd's~sitii n;elatin~toth~.ap~intmcnt 
Your edi toriai of March 5·, calling for the Senate to ·· •. of a special counsel into campaign finance ;ibuses of the 

reject the nominatiorfof ,\lexisH~rman for secretary . . :"_ • .. 7:, .-, ., last election. . . 
of labor demonst.rates·a basi'c _ignorance of the issues . , :· ,. ~- ---• Sen. Dodd does not wreject the notion that a special 
surrounding this·r:l'omination. You argue·that Ms. : :-1 : • • • : counsel is neceswy," but thinks that the attorney gener-
Herman should be! rejecteq becaus~ ofwmounting.evi-• al~ ahd not politicians-should ultimately be the one 
dence of her key role in' the spurious fundraising· • to make the decision, based on the law and all of the per-
practices of the DNC [Democratic National • - rt• 'li.il,,.,,,...u, tinentfacts in the matter . . 
Committee]." _But in fact th·ere is'isn 't any wmounting Marvin Fast 
evidence." . . 

Ms. Herman has conceded that her office was in- • •. 
volved"in arranging ex·actly one out of 103 White House 
coffees. That was the result of an internal miscommuni­
cation at the White House leading Ms. Herman and her 
staff to believe that the event was official, not political. 
Publicly released correspondence and records·confirm • • : 
her account, and Senate Majority Le?,der Trent Lot~ (R· • 
Miss.) has accepted her explanation .. 

Your argument for rejection becomes even harder to 
understand by charging, w As DNC ~hainnan and 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown's <l:~puty, she~ clear­
ly in the middle of tawdry practices that are the subject 
of two congressional investigations.~ 

For the record, Ms. Herman left the DNC in 1992. 
The current congressional investigations are looking in­
to fundraising in 1995-96. Ms. Herman also never.served ,. 
as deputy to Ron Brown while· at the Commerce • • 
Department. • .. 

In short, The Hill argues Ms. Herman should be re: 
jected because of a controv~rsy she clearly waS not in­
volved in. Thankfully, the Senate will deal with·this issue 
in a more thoughtful and professional manner. Ms. 
Herman will have a chance to make her case when the 
Senate Labor Comi'nittee holds a hearing on March 18. 
After listening to Ms. Herman;we're confident that the 
Senate will confirm her.nomination. 

The Hill should also be boid enough to admit mis­
takes and join in endorsing_Ms. Herman's nomination. 

Joseph Lockhart 
White House Spoli.esman 

. . 

EIIERS 
TO THE• EDffl)R 

• ' ' 

whi_ch obviously l;lndermines the impartiality of the:,,. • 
piece ~nd quite possibly betrays the· writer's ( or the pa• 
per's) bias. • .. 

I ~ope The Hill's future reporting will reflect a new 
commitment to accurate and unbiased journalism. . 

Rep. Charles T. CanadY. (R-Ba.) 
Chairman, House Judiciary Subcommittee 

on the Constitution 

Yale beats Harvard on Hill, 
says Rep. Smith (Yale. -'69) 

Communications Director 
Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.) 

Landrieu· is not, repeat not, 
first La. woman senator 
To the Editor: 
• Regardjngyou~ Capitol Ambitions column of March 
·5, will you people please, finally get it thrc;,ugh your 
heads that Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.) is riot 
Louisiana's first woman senator? She's not even 
Louisi~a•s first elected woman senator. In 1935, Rose 
Mc~nnt:ll Long was first appointed, then elected, to . 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of her husband, 

-Sen. Huey P. Lo~g. . . . • •• . 
Also,_ I bet Susan Platt was also an aide to Rep. Frank 

. Guarin,i (D-N J.) , n~t.~Rep. Frank Guiliani.~ ·, 

Michael Harrison 
. Legislative Aide 

Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas) 

(~itM's note: We stand a,mcted, and would further note 
that&n, RoseMcConneU£ongwas also thtmotherofSen. • 
Russell B. umg (D-La. ), and tht sister-in-law of &p. George 

To the Editor: S. umg(D-La.), aswtllasacousin ofRtp. Gillis W. umg(D-
In your March 5 article, wHarvard lays claim to La.)and&p. CathmneS. umg(D-La.). However, shtwas 

congressional brain power," The Hill sloped shame- notrelaledt-O Rtp .. Spetdy 0. umg(D-La. ), qr-tJJanyoftht 11 . 
lessly to ,one side in the traditional Yale-,Harvard ri- other um.gs wlw have served in Congress, beginning with ., 
valry. PimeumgofNtwHampih~ wlwwasamtmbtrofthi· .. • 

For the record, there are 21 Yale grads in Congress Continental~ in 1784-86. Susan Platt was, indud, 

. . . 

.. 

Canady ~p~t~~- . 
abortion article 

and apparently 38 from Harvard, a number which ex- . an aidt_t-Ofo/fflfT Ref>'. ft:anfa,Gl.ulrini_ (D-NJ);rather than the 
pansively includes all those "fellowships" that your un: · . .fiJJ.i{ ' • • ~--: -arilt. • • ni. • we-;nust •. JuuJ. him CJ?n-'. 1 ~ _. ,. .. , '1: ,, 

• named Harvard source cites ast.ountiri • o~ • • ,_ • ~to-". • ·-:::; • • • · -- ... • '"' --
To the Editor: ,. ----~ 1ai..sim:~,r.-• ·, • • • • 
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:.GOP Mul,S 
Fighting Bill's -

"' Dread Judges 
When It comes to President Clinton's , Mr. -Hatch;sAefense was that by coop­

nominees, Republicans have been almost eraUng then he'd have more standing to 
as generous as the Rladys. Even Alexis .lnfiuence the White House then and now . 

. Hennan, she of the '500,000-for-no-lnvest• But re-election seems to·have canceled the· 
ment windfall, seems likely to ret a F to White House end of this deal. 
speak for the workillf inan. Early In this Coorress Mr. Clinton 

So It qualifies u news .that, behffid the sent up 21 judicial picks without coDSUlt• 
scenes, . Senate Republlcana art • rett1n1 ; Inf Mr •. Hatch. My IOU1'C8I say he first 
ready to •rrumble, and maybe even rum· I heard they were comtnr via a Senate De- _ 
ble, over Mr. Clinton'• jll4lldafoomlnees; mocratlc aide. When Mr. Hatch 'sent 

"Qn the cabillet, the president deserves . 1 word back that he wanted to be consulted 
the benefit ot the doubt.• says Sen. Slade fi11t, the White House repllt}(l-no dice. 
GQrton, a moderate trom Wuhlnfton • Mr. Clinton may yet rerret playinf Mr, 
state. put reprdlnf judges, he adds, "It's Hatch for a patsy. . 
perfectly lerttlmate to vote ap1nst some- Rspeclally because a majority of·hls 
one for ~ !1fetlnle Jppolntme!)t based on Senate GOP -colle,a,ues are also pushlnf 
ldeolOaY;" . • · . • • . ,.. for a ·tou(her llne. -One Slfn ls a apeclal 

U he~ hls·comrades mean lj. 1tidres .task force of senators11reparlnr new Nies 
w1U be a,maln battle(TOUnd or-.. Clln· for handllnf Judlc1al plcu ... One of Mr. 
tQn's second .. tenn: Republicans have • Hatch's own tuk·foi'ce proposals Is that If 
awakened to the tact that. almost without the ~te House doesn't consult, In Jd· 
notice."tfie·presidept. hu been ·remaklnr -:vance, with the home-state senator. of a 
the third branch o! rovernment. ije. made nominee, ·that senator could veto· the pick. 
more flrlt•tenn nomlnatlons-202-than • Other Republlcans would then ro alonr .. 
• Ronald Reapn or deorp'Buah or Richard • • Another Idea Is requlrlnr a roll call vote on 
Nixon, and with only four roll call votes. every nominee. . 
By the end oflour more years, Mr. Clinton In a little-reJ><?rted F~b. 18 speech In 
could have·replaced 50'fo of the federal ju• U1!',h, Mr. Hatch torched decisions by Clin' 
dlclary. , ton jud(ea-by name and by_ cue. Of·the 

Allled with Jimmy Carter remnants, 30 . Clinton ap-
Cllnton Judfes art already positioned to polntees to the fed­
yank the courta '1a:ck In auctlvlat.llberal era! appeals bench; 
dlrectiQn. There aN already portents. A he said 22 have writ· 

. Ctll(ornla Carter aPP,Olntee threw out a ten or Joined llber!lJ 
referendum outlawlnr racial preferences activist decisions. 
only days after vo.tera passed It. . • These judgeJ, he 

A Clinton. appointee, Guido Calabresl, added, want to .ac:-
found a New York law aplnst ldlllnt one- compllsh . through 
self . to . be quaint and out-of,date, >J a the courts what "the 
_phUosopher ldnJ,. he'• -much more hip. .President hlmaelf 
Numeroua Clinton nominees have wued hu been unable to - ,. 
dissents that ·woutd have overturned· achieve and unwUI· Orrin-Hatch 
criminal convlctlona had they .Jieen In the Inf publicly to admit • • 
majority. , to.". And be prom!Jed more ~ re-

• All of this hu put judicial activlam back views of Mr. Clinton's judldal pieµ. 
at the top of the GOP l(enda. A new Pro- Not that this will be euy. Moat noml• -
ject on the Judlduy, aporisored by the nees doo't adnrtile tbeir actlvlam and 
Ethics and ~bile. Polley Center ·here, }ome (Supreme COUrt Jliatlce David 

• • • Souter) ~(Ulse It. Judicial Ofhts can also 

P W h be loud- and messy, maklnf senators 
Otomac . . 8_~ squel{'llsb. Ll~rals (and some i:onaerva'. 

tives) w1U try to distill every fight to abol" 
By Paul A. Giiot tion, scartrig GOP moderates. Most of the 

media w1U be on the other side of these cul· 
. tural fights. . • 

starts Monday to collect Information on On the lack' of consultation, one early 
possible Cl\nton .picks well before they are test of GOP Senate resolve w1U be Helene 
n9mlnated. White, a liberal Michigan Jud(e noml-

Judre R9bert Bork has &Uffested Umlt· nated without a word to GOP Sen. Spencer 
Ing Judicial review-an 19ea belnf-plcked Abraham. AJ for Ideology, the nominee to 
·up by Republicans around the country. watch Is Seatue lawyer Marraret McKe• . 
One such Idea· Is already moving through· own, who one GOP source says sends "red 
the Washington state House. , , nap ~I over the place" as a liberal pollU· 

Inevitably, this throws a apotll(lit on ·1 cal activist but has no Judicial paper trill. 
Omn Hatch, the· Senate Judiciary chair- ·sven Washington GOP Sen. Gorton, for all 
man who hates political fifl)ts bUt may end of his fervor, hasn't yet taken a position on 

• UP leadlnr a few. No senator has a reputa: Ms. McKeowp. , . • .. , 
tlon more out of line :,vlth reality._ Far from By debatinr these Jud(es, Republicans 
beln( a bomb-thrower, he's one of the Sen· can befin to educate the public In advance 

. ale's ·most congenial souls. He's been 'of the .likely fight over any Clinton choice 
known to cut .deals with his fastfrlen~ Ted. for the closely divided· Supreme Court . . • 
Kennedy. Mr. Hatch wu, so kind ,to Mr. , Senate Democrats changed Judicial his· • -
Clinton's nominees In his first ,four years tory with .their cam palm aralnst Rearan: 
that a · pair of the GOP's .bl&test leral . nominees. Republicans may return the fa-

. names paid the· senator a visit urrtnr him vor. 
to ret tougher: • 

'';I 
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Herman shouldn't become. another Guinier 
N

o more IM,ni Guinier, 
plea~. 
. Remember Lllni 
Guinier, the,Univer­

sity or Pennsylvania law 'prof es-
. sor and civil rights lawyer who 
. was pilloried as the "quota 

queen"? She was unfairly de­
nied an opportunity to become 
n~~istant attorney general for . 
civil rights because her nomina­
tion for ihe post was withdrawn. 
She was never granted a hear­
ing to defend her controversial 
writings. 

Now there's Alexis Herman. 
Her nomination as secretary of 

• labor seems "to be endangered 
by rumors, innuendoes and in­
accuracies," according to Rep. 
Maxine Waters, California • 
Democrat and chairman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 

Despite her career of helping 
to train and educate the work• 
in(: p00r, particularly women, 
Miss Herman's conTirmation 
hearings have been held up by 
those posing questions about 
campaign fund-raising practices 
at the White House, where she 
wns recently director of the of• 
ficc of public liaison. 

What do Alexis Hermnn and 
tM,ni Guinicr hnve in common? 

Besides heing blnck, fcnmlc 
profc~ionals, neither wns i;ivcn • 

the chance to face accusers in 
public, despite outatandlng 
qualifications. 

Some detractors already are 
suggesting that Miss Herman's 
nomination be withdrawn based 
on sensational, though unsub­
stantiated, allegations. She is 
the only Cabinet nominee who 
has yet to be scheduled for a 
hearing. 

What could be worse than 
beinJ tr.led, dyed and fried in 
pubhc without being given the 
opportunity to make your case? 

" Is It fair that the profes­
sional career and stellar reputa­
tion of Alexis Herman is be.Ing 
buried In the ashes of deceptive 
and damaging delay, spins of re­
petitive misinformation and in­
nuendo - all of which point to 
the possible abuse of the hear­
ing process?" l!Sked Dorothy 
Height, president of the Na-

tional Council or Negro Women, 
last week. 

She spoke along with a num• 
ber of women and women's 
groups that are coalescing 
around Miss Herman, vowing 
that they will not allow her to 
become another Lani Guinier. 

From national organlz.ations 
such as the American Associ­
ation of University Women, 
Wider Opportunities for Women 
and the Feminist Majority, to lo­
cal women.such as Barbara 
Skinner and-Juanita Britton, the 
womenfolk are lining up to sup• 
port Miss Herman's nomination. 

At a news conference last 
week on Capitol Hill, they de­
manded that Sen. James M. Jef­
ror<ls, Vermont Republican, who 
heads the Committee on Labor ' 
and Human Resources, set a 

• confirmation hearing date. They 

also highlighted her expertise 
and experience, which more 
than qualify her for the labor 
post. 

Ms. Britton, of BZB Interna­
tional ln Southeast Washington, 
has been passing out men.for 
·the past month asking that "Sis­
ters Unite to Get Alexis Her­
man a Date" by encouraging-, 
women to write, call and fax 
the.ir representatives in Con­
gress and Mr. Jeffonb in Miss 
Herman's behalf. 

"It will not be enough to ex­
press our support for designate 
Alexis Herman to each other. 
We must bond to present a : 
united front, to take action, 
make history and a difference:• 
she writes. 

Yvonne Scruggs, executive 
director of the Black Leader­
ship Forum, contends that the 
delay In Miss Herman's confir­
mation hearing is "Inviting the 
stabbing or a thousand rumors." 
She says the labor secretary­
designate has been subjected to 
"a confirmation strategy of re­
petitive, ad>ltrary and largely 
irrelevant questions to Miss • 
Herman outside of the tradi­
tional and familiar context or a 
scheduled hearing." -

Lani Guinier maintained un• 
til the bitter end that she would 

~Jc Was~ittgtou ~ittte~ 
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have been confirmed had she 
heen givt:n the chance. Even 
Sen. Arlen Specter, Pennsylv~ 
nia Republican, went on the 
Senate floor to say it was unfor­
tunate that she was ne,•er 
heard, as he, too, questioned the 
fairness or not allowing nomi• 
nees a fair hearing. 

So what of Miss Herman? 
Yesterday, she responded to 

the latest round orquestions put 
to her by Mr. Jeffords, af\er 
which he said he would set a 
date in two weeks if he was sat­
isfied with her answers. 

Enough. 
At the-vety lejist, Alexis Her­

man should have her day in 
court set now. Not becau~ she 
j:; black and female and would 

• represent in the Cabinet that 
' pbrtion of the nation's electorate 

that gave President Clinton 89 
percent of their vote. • 

Alexis Herman should have 
her day in court because she's 
qualified to become the secre­
tary of labor. 

As for the rest, Miss Herman 
should be given the same op• 
portunitY as any other nominee 
to answer any and all allega­
tions and charges in a fair and 
impartial confirmation hearing. 

Then, let the chips fall where 
they may. 

I' 
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IN BRIEF 
Yogurt May Replace Meat 
In Som·e School Lunches 

Children may soon be getting yogurt stead of 
meat in some school lunches under a nge"aJ>:-. . 
proved by the Agriculture Department over the 
strong objections of cattle producers. 

School food service officials were·told f the deci-
sion over the weekend by Mary n Keeffe, 
USDA's acting undersecretary for i 
and consumer services. The revised 
lished in written form later tlµs w 
spokesman said. 

School officials have predicted yo 
with kids. Child-cu-e providers and e food industry 
have been pressing for th!! chang for at least 15· 
years, but the Agriculture, De t balked out of 
concerns about the lack of iron other nutrients 
in yogurt. . 

The department already allows me meat substi- • 
tutes, induding cheese, beans, e sand peanut but• 
ter. 

Yogurt would add variety to I dies. it's easy for 
children to digest and it req • es ·no preparation, 
proponents said. Under the USDA rule, four· 
ounces of yogurt · may substit te for an ounce of 
meat. 

School lunch programs, w • 
dren nationwide, are a huge 
dustry. The federal gov 
of tlie meals and sets requir 
tion and content. 

The National Cattleman' 
gued that there already. we 

25 million clliJ. 
or the food in-- • 
• • the cost 

for their nutri-

tutes in school lunches. US provided schools with 
146 million pounds ofbe" f during the 1995•96 
school vear. "We remain ·tted to the fact that 
beef offers more nutrien than yogurt does," said . 
Alisa Harrison, a spokesw n for the beef industry 
group . . 

- Associated Press 

Probing Loss of C emical Arms Logs 
■ Deputy Defense Seer tary John White yesterday 
ordered the Defense· De rtrnent's inspector gener­
al to in\'estigate the I of most of the Gulf War log 
on chemical weapons al. rts. 

White directed the • r general to determine 
whether computer or per_versions of the log can 
stilr be foµnd and if no why not. 

A progress· report given to Congress last week 
said all but 36 pages f the about 200 pages of logs 
of gas alerts during · e 1991 war may be lost. Con• 
gress wants to kno if any of the a!erts showed gas 
was actually relea near U'.S. troops. 

The alarms wer sounded during Iraqi Scud mis­
sile attacks or any ther possible use of gas and then 
called off as soon experts ,determined no gas had 
been released. 

Gulf War co ' der Norman Schwan:kopf told 
1he Senate Arm Services Committee last week 
that he recei\'ed o report of an actual gas release 
throughout th. War. 

The retired general said he was therefore 
shocked when Defense Department aMounced 
last year that _up to 20,000 U.S. troops may have 

been nearby •n U.S. engineers blew up an Iraqi • 
weapons dump immediately after the war that 
proved later ·10 have contained gas weapons. . 

White o~dered the.inspector general, wh eads a 
team of full-time professional investigator . to take 
over the investigation from Bernard ostker, 
White's special assistant for Gulf War • esses. 
• Rostker' s staff said in the pro gr report given 
to the Senate Armed Services Co ttee that part 
of the log may hav~ have been des oyed by a com­
puter virus and more was • • after Gulf _War 
files I.Nere shipped to the U.S. ntral Command's 
headquarters in Tampa, Fla. 

"While our study is incom te and will now be 
continued by the IG, I have no evidence thus 
far . that anyone intenti y destroyed the log," 
Rostker said in a statemen . 

The progress report I t support to defense offi­
cials' argument last y against an aUegation that 
the eight ,days of the lo covering the Iraqi weapons 
dump explosion had di ppeared. 

The report said of the log was lost. not just 
eight ,days of iL 

- Reuter 

Herman Hearings Scheduled 
• After w~ of delays, Sen. James M. Jeffords (R· 
VL) yester,day finally scheduled.a confirmation hear­
ing for Labor Secretary-designate ~ M. Her­
man, saying tie found her explanations of her private 
finances and conduct as a White House aide to be 
Madequate. • 

Jeffords, chairman of the Senate Labor and Hu· 
man Resources Committee, set her hearing for 
March 18, following, a weekend in which his staff 
pored through a five-inch stack of documents provid­
ed by the White House in answer to Republican 

. questions. "The fact that we have gone ahead and 
scheduled a hearing indicates lhat, in general, 
they're adequate," said committee spokesman Joe 

• Karpinski. • 
• However, Karpinski held out the possibility of 
follow-up questions for Herman, who was .chief 
White House public liaison during Clinton'.s first 

. tenn. Among other things, she has come under 
scrutiny for lier office's involvement in political ac-
tivities. • 

The White House welcomed Jeffords's action. 
"We think when the full committee has a chance to 
hear from Alexis Herman, they'U agree that she'U be 
an outstanding secretary of, labor," said spokesman· 
Joe Lockhart. 

_:-Peter Baker 

• The National· Marine Fisherie rvice yesterd~y 
proposed measures to try e uild Atlantic sword-
fish stocks by limitin ess to the fishery. • 

With swordfish s estimated at"67 percent of 
optiniwn level ild the average size of landed fish at 
84 pounds mpared with to 266. pounds 30 years 

. ago, the ency said commercial harvesting capacity 
must be ·ted. • 

.:.. Reuter 

ibeluasJJingtoni,0051 
. TuESDAY, MAROI 4, 1997 



__ ,,.. ·--

CAPITAL ROUNDUP 
Labor nymination . ,. 
set to move forward 

Tbe Senate appear.; ready to move forward with 
two of President OlntDn's Slalled Cablm;.t .nominees,_ 
but a roadblock was tbroWn up on the nomination of 
the ~ U.S. ambassador to communist Vietnam. 

-Hennan: CluestiOnS 
about Md-raising 

Oo Monday, tbe Labor and 
Human Resource-s Committee 
set a Marcil 18 hearing for 
Alem Herman, whose nomina­
tion to be Labor secretary has 
been Slalled for two months 
over questions about her role In 
Democratic fund-raising when 
she headed the White House of­
ace of public liaison. 

The White House released 
memos to support Herman's 
contention that she was un­
aware of tbe Democ:rallc-Na­
tional Committee's role in a 

Whlte House co!ree that broogbt together bankers and 
the top banking regulator. Also at Issue Is how Her­
man got a linancial interest in a Washington real es­
tate development 'that is now wortb as much as 
$500,000, although she didn't put up any mooey. White 
House aides defend Herman's role In tbe devel~ 
ment on tbe basis of afflrmatlve action. 

PENA NOMINATION: A vote may be 1mm1neni 
or·Federico Pena's nomination to be Energy secre­
ta.j'. Senate Energy Committee Clalrmao Frank 
Murkowsi, R-Alaska, scheduled a news conference to­
day on the nomination. Murkowsld twice has delayed 
a vote on the appointment while be negociates with 
the Q.lnton administration over its opposltloo to Mur­
kowski's proposal for a temporary nuclear ~ 
dump in the Nevada desert. The fedenJ) government 
is supposed to take possession of spent nuc;:lear fuel 
from power plants beginning in January, but the ad­
ministration says a storage site won't be ready until at 
least 2010. 

VIETNAM ENVOY: Sen. Bob Smith, R-N.H., vowed 
to do "everything in my power". to block the nomina­
tion or former congressman Pete Peterson to be am­
bassador to Vietnam, pending Investigation or wheth­
er President Qinton's decision to restore relations 
with Vietnam was a payo!r to campaign contrlbutors 
with Asian business interests. Smith dted the refusal 
or a former Commerce Department o1klal and Dem­
OCT'ltic fund-raiser to testify to Congress about illegal 
foreign contributions.~ John Huang Is rdusing to testi­
fy before Congre!B," Smltb sal.d. ~No testlmoay, no 
ambassador. It's that simple." Smith said be-was also 

. opposilli the nomination because he believes Viet­
nam should be more forthcoming on the fate of Amer• 
icans stiU missing rrom the Vlecnam War. 

BUDGET AMENDMENT: TheSenatetakesupto­
day the proposed constitutional IU'llelldment to re­
quire a balanced federal budget Republican sponsors 
seem to have 66 votes for the measure; they say 
chances are slim they'll get the extra vote needed for · 
passage. GOP leaders were talking with Democratic • 
opponents who might switch If some changes are 
made in the proposal. The biggest stumblll!i block, 
one that Republicans say is non-negotiable, Is keeping 
Social Security funds in the budget calculations. 

GULF WAR SICKNESS: The Pen~n·s inspec­
tor general is taking over the investigation Into miss­
ing Persian Gulf war log; that tracked reports about 
chemical weapons during the 1991 conaict A prelimi­
nary report said last week that more than three-quar­
ters or the records are missing. Nearly 100,000 veter• 
ans, one or every seven who went to the gulf, have 

cornplalned ofmystirlous Illnesses, anifmany blame 
a l)O!&ble ~ to chenuCal weapons or other as­
pects of their service there. Commander Norman 
Schwarzkopf says he doesn't think the IJ'OOpS were 
ever exposed to chemk:al weapons. 

POLITICS: Tbe race to lll a vacant congressional 
seat In New Mexico will pit Democrat Eric Serna, 47, 
agaJmt Republican Bill Redmond, ◄3. They were ch<> 
sen by S13te party leaden.. Tbe May 13 election will Ml 
the seat of BUI RlchardsOn, a Democrat who was 
named antbaSldor to the Un.lted Nations. The distrlct 

·is heavily Democntic. • 
••• ► U.S. Rep. Mark Neumann, R-Wis., said he llltely 
will run tor the U.S. Senate seat now held by Dem<> 
crat RWRIJ Felngolcl, who was elected in 1992. Fefn. 
pd bas not said whether he will seek a sea>nd term. 

RELIGIOPS DISPUTE: 
Congre9s Is being asked to Inter· 
veoe in Alabama's controversy 
over display of the Ten Com­
mandments In ail Etowah Coun­
ty Judge's courtr_oom. The 
House today is to consider a res­
olutioo by Rep. Robert Ader· 
bolt, R-Ala., to ~ congres­
sional support for display of the 
religious rules in government • ., 
omces and courthouses. A me Aderhol: Com-
!$ not ~ - It may be ~ mandmenls bi1 
ferred to a committee. "Our na-
tioo was built upon the JudeoOuistian principals 
which are embodled In tbe Ten Commandments." 
Aderholt said. Alabama Gov. Fob James threatened 
last month ,to use the National Guard and state troop: 
ers to keep the Ten Commandments on display if the 
American Ovil Ubertles Un.loo wins a lawsuit chal­
lenging tbe practice. 

ALSO ... 
► CORRUP110N CASE: Herbert Becker, former 

head of the Justice Department's Indian affairs oll!ce, 
has agreed to plead gullty to felony charges of con41ct 
of interest and of lilJng for $3,226 In false expenses 
while representing Indian clients as a private lawyer. 
► JOURNALIST ARRESTED: The Secret Service 

arrested a Reuters reporter at the White House after 
discovering she is wanted on a theft warrant in Iowa 
City, Iowa. Her name wasn't released. 

Forbes, Kemp lookmg to 2000? 
Publisher Steve Forbes. whose llat-cax plan made 

tum a brief star In the 1996 Republican presidential 
sweepstakes, Is said to be eyeing another White House 
run In 2000. So too ls 1996 GOP vice presidentiaJ can­
didate Jack Kemp. And to malte sure voters don't for­
get them, they bo(h will start airing radio ads today 
c:alllng for a hlln on lhinHrlmester abortions. 

• Kemp Is joined in his ads by 
former Education secre.tary 
Wllllam Bennett. Sponso~ b_y 
the Family Research Coundl, a 
comervative-lssues lobby, the 
Kemp-Bennett ads begin airing 
In Washlngt01\ D.C., and Los 
Angeles, with add.ltiooal buys 
coming OD syndicated talk-ra• 
dlo shows. Total cost: $20,000. 

Forbes' SI0,000 ad campaign 
USA TOOA• will air on 600 radio statiOllS na­=:n tionwlde for one week. It is 

sponsored by Americans For 
Hope, Growth and Opportunity, 

an issues-advocacy group that Forbes helps anance. 
He does not speak on the ads, but his name Is men­
tioned at the end as the sponsoring group's honorary 
chairman. The Forbes group is also airing radio ads in 

• Iowa supporting Republican Gov. Terry Branstad's 
plan for a 15'.i tax cut. Cost: $5,000. 

- Richard Benedetto 

By Paul Leavitt 
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;tCwlY memba-1 are minorities, tbc Army said. • 

_.;rsy sasaid that while most oftbc aocuscn are white, that 
......,......-mirrored racial breakdown of ,oldic:rs 11 the ,chool: Trainees are 

about 58 white, 30 perca11 blaclc. and 12 pera:nt • 
and •• other,. officials said. 

The only Aberdeen ICCIIXI" who has SOOC public, 
Jessica Beckley, is white. 

In addition to tbc 13 men who have been Connally 11 
Aberdeen, seven more currenl.ly are UDder invcsti • 011. NAACP 
ofli.cials say oooe of these men is white; Army cials dcdined 
comment 

The Anny said it was unable to provide racial breakdown of the 
accused at other bases where a number sexual harassment 
allegations lwve surfaced. including R Leonard Wood, Mo., Fort 
J:ickson, S.C., and Fort Sarn Texas. 

Ofli.cials did say that 11 Fort Wood, two sergeants have 
been jail_ed for sexual mi and a third has been acquitted of 
charges. One of the jailed ser ts was white and tbc sccood 
Hispanic. The acquitted man as black. officials said. 

Leroy Warren Jr., an national board member from 
Montgomery County, Md. said tbc group .. isn't in tbc business of 
protecting people who cxxnmitted crimes.• But he said the 
,ulhorities ··aren't g • g the white guys. TheR's a dual system of 
J ustioe at the Penta in this couolJ)'. • 

Warren also tbc military authorities of uying to keep female 
soldiers from baclcing ay from 101De allegatioos that.Ibey know are 
founded on faulty information. 

··They came out too fast with thex cases. and they know some of 
them are going south,• he said. • 

~,"ir'l1 
Hcarini=s on Labor Secretary Nominee to Bqia 

March 1s· (Washn) (c) 1997, Los Anzeles Times 
WASHINGTON The chainnan of a key Sem1e pmcl agreed 

.\.ionday 10 schedule a confinnatioo bcariog 011 March I g for President 
Clinton's cmbanled choice for Labor sccm.ary, satisfied with Alexis 
M. Herman's rcspooses to more than JOO questioos 011 her 
professional and political past. 

Snagged in the growing controversy cooce:miog White House 
:undraising activities, Herman has been scrutinized by the Sem1e 
ubor and Hwnan Resoon:es Committee OD wbdbet she improperly 
·mixed her duties as a White House aide with politicking for the 
1>r.:sident. As a result, her confirmatioo hearing kept being postponed. 

The decision by committee chairman James M Jeffords to schedule 
J h.:.mng for Hennan does mean she is a shoo-in for coofirmation. 
~on~essionel aides say she can still o.pect a grilling from pmcl 
members. Herman. who would become tbc first black officw 10 bead 
:he uibor Oep1111men1, served until rccently'as director oCthe White 
! louse office of public liason. 

WASHINGTON OUfLO.OK: Certification of Mexico 
ls Drui= Diplomacy By Ronald Brownstei (c) 1997, 
Los Ani=eles Times _ 

\l.'ASHINGTON It's fair to say that diplomati euphemism isn't a· 
· .:al per.iOll8J strong point for Thomas C:ODSl&l)tlne. the caieer cop 
nnming the Drug Enforcement Adminislrati At a House 
. iovcmment Refonn and Oversight Commi hearing last wedc oo 
:--1e:-;ican corTUption and the drug trade, hi aisp, straightforward 
. m,;wers made him stand out like a cabbi in a chum school. • 

Witnesses from the Justice Dep and the Bo,dei-Patrol 
J.:0ected the committee's questioos wi mannered platitudes about 
• ton[!ible results born of cooperation" and ··clear progress in 

~.:goinin[! conll'OI" of the border. Co tine had none of iL In his 
\/cw York nntfoot's drone, he deljv ed an Wlrelenting indictment of 
\lt:.xico's perfonnance. 

Hts bill of pmicul:irs was dizz} . g. Though Mexican President 
:.:mc:sto l.:dillo's government has more than 1.200 officials on 
.:olTUption charges, Constantine id, none has ever been successfully 
:'rosecutcd. Lew to drug smugglers by corrupt Mexican officials 
:m ·e repc.11edly compromised joint U.S.-Mexico task focoes 
:stablish.:d in Juarez, Monterrey and Tijuana. 

Court papers tiled in a case involving two drug-gang assassins 
:tppr.:h.:nded in the United Sillies indicate '' that the State Aaorncy 
Gs"lleral and almost 90 percent of the law-enforcement officers, 
;,ros«utors and judges in Tijuana and tbc_ State of Baja California ... 

arc oa tbc payroll" oCtbc smugglcn. Mcaowbile, murdcn of law 
euforccmeut officials routinely go unsolved aaoss Mexico, and tl!e 
leaders of the major Mc:xic:an drug cartels • • -,e livina fi:ecJy ... and 
have sulrered little, if any, inconvenience.• • 

AJ for Gen: Jose de Jesus Gutiem:z Rcbo o, tbc Mexican 
govenmiait drug cz.ir reccnlly IITeslcd for collabonting 
with Mexico's largest drug car1tl. • said: • ' My assumption 
is that any (mfonnatioo) available to him been compromised 
completely." 

It is in tbc midst ofthis
0

swamp that nic"""""Clinton decided Friday 
10 • • ca1ify" ~ as fully in tbc stNggle against drugs. 
With that ruling, Ctinroo rejected for SICrDc:r ptmisbrncnts: either 
flat-<IUl dea:rtifica1ion which would ve required him to cut off most 
forejgn aid or a middle course that d have labeled Mexico out of 
complimoe while providing a • 'll&ti interest" waive:!' to keep the 
aid flowing. 

Mexioo's cettificatioo reflected~- widespread belid in the 
administration that sanctioos w have triggered a fundamental 
breach in relati6os just wecb. ore Clinton is scheduled for his first 
trip to Mexieo. But Clinton's dec}Sion 10 avoid penalties this yeM may 
amount to linle'morc than bo1<li4g a lid on a boiling pot with all the 
risk of eveutuaJ explosion that suggests. 

In the near term. Clinton's : g is likely to Sland. Congress could 
stiU vote during the next 30 to demand sanctions. But Clinton 
would inevitably veto such a lutioo, and even coo~onal 
bard-liners acknowledge they would have great difficulty 
allracting the two-thirds ma • necessary to override such a veto. 

Yet tbc breadth olbi • c:oalitioo that has instaotly mobiliz.ed to 
overturn the catificatioa to an ominous change in the weather 
for Mexico. I...asc year, Jc found little support, even among 
Republicans, when he oo Clinton not to cui.ify Mexico. Now 
evco a steady prooessioo Democrats is urging tbc president 10 
withhold c:atificatioo. 

Last year, Sen. John • R-Ariz., was ooc of those who told 
Dole that decettilicatioo as a mistake. Now McCain isn't so sure. 

• 'I think that the merits doccrtificatioo are minimal." McCain Sllid: 
''But 11 the same time, y just can't keep, in dl'ect, condoning sane 
of tbc things that are bappei:w· ig in a COUDtJy that you care so much 
about." 

McCain is ambival for good reason. Catifying Mexico as fully 
cooperating in the drug ar is like certifying the world as flat: an 
insult to inefutable fi Ahr all the Mexican narco-scandals jostlinp 
Clinton's own fund. • • g difficulties OD the front page, Mexico may 
read c:atificatioo to that there is oo Jc:vel of corruption suflicicnl 
10 trigger paialties. 

Yet it's far from c.l that ~lions would inspire a more serious 
anaclc OD oorruption Mexico. Many experts believe the most 
immediate effect w be to provoke an intmse anti-American 
backlash fi'qn Mcl(¥:ans who understandably point out that drugs 
wouldn't pour the border without the magnet of unchecked U.S. 
demand. 

One senior U.S. t>rosecilllOr with extensive cxpericncc along the 
border warns that a " nationalist wave• would .. cut the legs out• 
from Mexicano supporting grcata cooperatioo with the United 
Stale$. On obj ve grounds. Mexico may not de9erve oei-tification. 
this prosecutor tinues, " but the p~ is that (decettiiication) 
would backfire. 

AJ these coo • g u-gumc:nts suggest. Mexico, like China; 
• incrcasingly di des Washingtoo into oompeting camps. One side 

argues for tive • • cngagcmeni- 10 encourage gradwil progress; 
tbc other ions coofrootationaf truth-telling to shocJ: systems 
slcilled at dcfi ting reform . 

In dealing th both countries, Clinton has given the reins to lhe 
tbc voices demanding c:onfrootation are growing louder. 
Mcxioo, through which two-thirds of the cocaine 

United States now travels. Al the House Government 
Refonn and versight Committee hearing last weelc, leg.islators such 
as Bob B R-Ga., and Mari.: E. Souder, R-lnd., openly questioned 
whether • o himself could be uusted. 

A • officials say th~'s no evidence to impu@JI Zcdillo. 
But those • ammatory questions should warn Clinton and Zcdillo 
alike that ithout more 1&ngible progress against the drug tide, their 
policy of nciliatory engagement may soon become politically 
untenable • the United States. 

.. Unless are some changes in Mexico." McCain said, a 
moderate • these precincts. · ·there are a Jot more problems ahead.· 
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A Very Tempting Target 
Alexis Herman rose in Ron Brown's freewheeling 
world-and that has the GOP asking questions 

BY KAREN BRESLAU 

R
ON BROWN NEEDED 
help. It was July 1988, 
and the Democrats were 
about to convene in At­

lanta, where Jesse Jackson was 
threatening to spoil Michael 
Dukakis's moment While 
Brown, a lawyer-lobbyist, un­
dertook the delicate task of 
weaving Jackson's agenda into 
the party platform, he brought 
along his friend Alexis Herman 
to organize convention logistics 
for the haphazard Jackson oper­
ation. After that Herman rarely 
left Brown's side. When he be­
came party chairman a year lat­
er, Herman helped him trans­
form the sleepy Democratic 
National Committee bureau­
cracy into a machine capable of 
electing a president When he 
went to Commerce under Bill 
Clinton, intermingling politics 
and business, Herman was in 
the White House, serving as 
gatekeeper to special interests 
eager for Clinton's time. And 
when Brown's plane crashed in 
Croatia, Herman planned his 
elegant state funeral. 

Now both Herman and her 
world are on trial. As Clinton's 
nominee to head the Depart­
ment of Labor, the once ob­
scure 49-year-old White House 
aide, former business consult­
ant and Democratic activist 
would become the highest 

A dramatic rise: Herman, Clinton's nominee for La­
bor secretary, is a shrewd behind-the-scenes operator 

ranking African-American woman in the 
administration. Herman must first con­
vince a GOP Senate that she didn't go too 
far mixing partisan politics and official 
business-and given the questions about 
Democratic fund raising. she is a very 
tempting target Is Alexis Herman the su­
perachieving civil-rights pioneer the White 
House says she is, or is Herman-as her 
critics suggest-a Clintonite who shame­
lessly traded access for political and per­
sonal favors? 

Her rise is undeniably dramatic. The 
daughter of a Mobile, Ala., teacher and a 
politically active father who was the first 
black wardsman elected in the state since 

Reconstruction, Herman attended segre­
gated parochial schools. A deeply religious 
child, she absorbed the- social teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church. After earning 
a degree in sociology from Xavier Univer­
sity in New Orleans, she compiled an im­
pressive do-good resume: Catholic Serv­
ices social worker and board member of 
the National Council of Negro Women. At 
the age of 29 she was a top official in Jim­
my Carter's Labor Department Herman is 
a label-defying Democrat: she worked 
closely with Jesse Jackson in the 1980s, yet 
during the pro-business Clinton 1990s she 
maintained such close ties to corporate 
interests that organized labor was in-

- -------

itially reluctant to support her nomination. 
During the Reagan years Herman be­

came a management consultant She prof­
ited from some of the same job-training 
grants she had been involved in awarding 
when she worked for the government 
Herman ran a lucrative consulting prac­
tice, advising major corporations how to 
implement affirmative-action guidelines. 
Critics charge that many of her clients 
were coerced into hiring her by Jackson's 
Operation Push, which boycotted compa­
nies that failed to diversify their work 
forces. (Herman's supporters claim her 
clients were happy with her work, and 
some have in fact written letters of recom­
mendation to the Senate Labor Commit­
tee.) The White House has promised that 
Herman will answer all questions about 
her business and White House conduct in 
her confirmation hearing. 

Senate investigators would also like to 
know how Herman earned a $500,000 
pront from a share of a Washington devel­
opment project she received for providing 
minority-contracting advice, without mak­
ing any initial investment . Meanwhile, 
they are also looking into allegations that 
Herman misused her .. expense account to 
support first-class travel, deluxe accommo­
dations and personal entertainment while 
serving as Democratic National Commit­
tee staff director under Brown. Some of 
the DNC habits proved hard to break. 
When Herman joined the Clinton White 
House in 1993, she complained that as an 
assistant to the president, she was entitled 
to a car and driver. She wasn't: Clinton 
bad eliminated the perk. 

Republicans are most intrigued by Her­
man's role in organizing "coffees" between 
Clinton and Democratic donors. The White 
House has acknowledged that Herman's 
office of public liaison helped to arrange at 
least 15 coffees, including one last May at 
which bankers met with the federal officer 
charged with regulating their industry-a 
session the White House later admitted 
was inappropriate. Herman says a deputy 
bad prepared the guest list and that she 
herself had not attended the meeting. 

Worried by rumors that the administra­
tion was going soft on Herman's nomina­
tion, chief of staff Erskine Bowles invited 
100 representatives from women's, labor 
and civil-rights groups to the White House 
to announce a "full-throttle effort" on her 
behalf. This week Senate Labor Committee 
chairman James Jeffords will finally sched­
ule Herman's hearing. "If anybody wants to 
vote against her, for whatever reason, 
they're plainly free to do that," Clinton 
says. "But she deserves a hearing, and if she 
gets a hearing, she's going to be.confirmed." 
That is by no means guaranteed-as Her­
man, a student of political hardball, no 
doubt knows. With MARK HOSENIIALL 
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Official's ,Blending of Duties Questioned 
She aald she sat In on perhaps one 

place Uaboo employees In a delicate meeUng a week In the first year or l 
posit.Ion, ao a separate White House more of the Clinton Admlnlatratlon. 
political • office normally handles when the President was seeking , 
such partlaan ooncems. business support for changes In tax I 

By CHRISTOPHER DREW 
WASHINGTON, March 2- When 

business 1obbJ1sts went to the White 
HOUie for brieflql on leglslaUve 
propoa)s Ill tbe first two years of the 
CUntoo AdmlalltraUon, some were 
surpriled to ftDd a staff member of 
the Democntlc Natlollal Committee 
then. 

1be briellap were held by the . 
White HOUliOfflce ol Public lJalloo, 
which wu beaded by Alem M. Her• 
man, now Prealclent Clinton's noml• 
nee to be Sec:ret.ary of Labor.·eurrent 
andtormerGcMnunentoffidals say 
the Democrldc atr member, caren 
Wllcmr, wu there to do something 
that the Wblte Hou,e Is legally 
barred from dalng: ptt.lng business 
group1 to lol>by on capitol Hlll for the 
Presldent'a prcpoeall. 

1bll coordludoo between Ms. 
Herman'• Office and the Democratic 
commltt.ee, which bu not been prevl• 
OUlly reported, II one of a series of 
ties that have nlled questions about 
how lbe and lier aldea blended thel.r 
offlclll and polltlcal roles. The ques• • 
tJona have Jeopardized her nomlna• 
tloa. desiitte atrona aupport for her 
from tbe Prelldeat and labor and 
WOmell'IIJ'OUPI, 

Senator Trent Lott of Mississippi, 
the majortty leader, uld last week 
that Ka. Herman "atlll wlll llkely be 
cooflrmecl." But the Senate Labor 
Committee II lootlnl Into her actlvJ. 
tlel and bu not ICheduled hearings 
on the nomlnatloo • 

MOit of the concema about Ms. 
· Hermlll have atemmed from the fu. 
ror Oftl" flmckalslng practices by 

. Government olflclals and other links 
between her cifflce and the Demo­
cradc Party. 

, ____ y __ ,_ 

Alexis M. Herman, nominee foe 
Secretary of Labor. 

But the attendance at dozens of 
briefings In 1993 and 1111M by Ms. 
Wilcox raises another coocern. 

The main tuk of the liaison office 
Is to explain the President's policies. 
to Interest groups, Including busl· 
ness, labor and civic organizations, 
In hopes of galnlng their support for 
his legislative proposals. But the of. 
floe's staff, and other White House 
employees, are prohibited from 
prodding supporten to lobby mem• 
bers of Congress.for those plans. 

That law Is one of several restric­
tions Intended to keep separate the 
governmental responsibilities of the 
White House and the po11tlcal needs 
or the President SUch restrictions 

l>eople who worked In the Ualaon laws, health care policy and the de­
office In RepubHcan ac1mlnlstratlons velopment of economic empower• • 
uld they never Invited party offl• ment zones. "Occasionally," she· 
clals to briefings at the White House. said, "w~ would talk about what I I 

"That Is partisan poUtlcal activity was doing with ~ f).N.C." to rally • 
that Is divorced from Government," support for the proiA>saJs. • 
uld W-,ne H. ya11s, who had a UaJ. At most of the meetings, either Ms. 
eon role In the Nbcoa, Ford and Rea- Herman or Amy Z1sook, who wu 
aan Administrations. "It Is not a then Ms. Herman's assistant In 
wise and appropriate thing to com- charae of business liaison, would tallt 
mlngle them." about what the President WU tryln& 

Ms. Herman bas declined all Inter• to do and answer. questions. 
views while her nomination Is pend• Ms. Zisook, nld In an Interview 
Ing.· But Joeeph Locthart, a Whlte . that Ms. Wilcox would later follow up 
Houae apotesman, uld Ms. Her-I with 10me of the bualMss aroupa. 
man's offlce_dld nothing wrong:''Tile "We couldn't ask people to lobby, 
D.N.C. acdvely does grass-roots lob- and she could," Ms. ZJsook ·aald. 
bylng on behalf of the President's "We'd usually say, 'We need your 
programs," he said, "and for a help' or whatever without being •~ 
D.N.C. penon to come over and at• clflc. And she'd later talk to them 
tend one ol tbeae briefings Is both about bow they could best help." 
permtsslble and legitimate." . Mr. Lockhart said that Ms. Wilcox 

But aome Republlcans disagreed. • held the business llalton Job at the 
While acknowledging that the Re- D.N.C. until May 1994, when she went 
publican Party helped promote poll- to work In the White House Uaboo 
cles Wilen Republicans were In the office, though she WU •Wl paid by 
Whlte House, Frank J. Donatelll, wllo the Democratic committee. Mr. 
was a deputy In the liaison office tn Lockhart said Ms. Wilcox did nothing 
the Reagan Administration, said Ms. to promote business lobbying wblle 
Herman's office "clearly went be- she wu In that White House job. 
yond what we did" In Inviting a party The White House acknowledged 
official to attend briefings with out• last •month that It had employed . 
side groups. . about 2d workers In ~nt yean who 

"I'd be uncomfortable with that wen: paid by the committee. Amid 
becau9e It wu almost like a d1ttct news reports about It last week, Ad· 
haodoff of the lobbying," he said. ministration officials decided to ahlft 

Ms. Wilcox, who was then director to the White House payroll the few 
of business outreach at the D.N.C., aides now In that situation . 
said she got Involved In the briefings 
because "I had done a great deal of 

! work lo the ~lness community'' as 
a corporate lobbyist before that and 
knew some or the participants. 
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ALEXJS HERMAM, BILL CLINTON'S MO~EE FOR LABOR SECRETARY, IS U.MDER 

BY 

- ~ . 
t- ~~.\. 

J~ j~'fuurv 26, 1996, at 8:30 in the morning, 
• , ~ :,:!-..:!,,~--~, ,. • F H~iattien.ded one of the now-infamous ·c:of-

,_._, • hcla? Map Room of the White House. Her-
. • .~ w. _,,,~- . : 

0

...-asWhitie House director of public liai-
' ,: • "'!'"' • •ft; is nO"tV Bill Clinton·, choice to be bbor 
-~~~oincd an impressive: lineup. The president 
w:is there, :u were: Semtor Christopher Dodd, co-c~r 
of the Democratic National Committee, Don Fowler; 
the other DNC ccx:hair, ~rvin Rosen, the party's top 
moncy-raisa, and big CO!ltribuion l.~ .Dirk~ a t'f cw­

Yorlc investment banlcer who ~vc $411,000 to the 
Dcmo=ts in 1995 and 1996. 

Just the day before, on the ~5th, HcnNn fooli: some: 
time out of hc:-r schedule for a 4=00 p.m. coffee. This 
one mo mdudcd the president and '°me of those who 
had would attend the next ~y·.s meeting-plus more 
heavy donors, miong them Pauline l<Anchanal:ak. the 
tn~etiow Thai-American bu.sincssworrun whose f:un­
ily donated more t.'un $5~6,000 10 Dc:mocr.atl in recent 
ycao (m\lch of th. t money was later returned by the 
DNC). And the month before, on Dccc:m~ 13, 1995, 
Herm:in attended yet another coffee, ag.1in with the 
pres.idenl Fowler, White Howe politic:-J.1 honcho Harold 
Ickes, .1nd major dor-ou l&c Leonard B:u-r.1clc, a lawyer 
from Philaddphu who contributed $134,000 (:ind ~ta 
night in the Lincoln bedroom), and F. Kenneth Bailey 
a.-i<.lJohn Eddie Williams, two Tom lawyers who g;ivc 
$457,700 bct"-·ecn them . 

Bno:-: You is an imu"tigatiVfJ writer {orT rS. 

The A.merlc:on S~otor • Matd, C997 

YORK 

Hc::nnan dido 't justs.it in on the gatherings; she helped 
ainnge some of the more tNn 100 •coifc:a" that were 
:it the he.rt of Bill Clinton', plan to use the White 
Hou.sc as the main fundraisingtool in bu campaign for 
re-election (the c:offeesr.liscd a tot.I ofS%"7million). fo 
addition to her help in the money cb-sc, Hemun­
onc of the highcst-nnking bl~cks in the Clinton White 
Howe-suaucd~ther top job in the CUnton am­
paign when she lll3S put in chafge of an unprcccclcntcd 

. "outrea.eh" prognam tug~ a whole ranbow of ~ting 
groups: African Americ.a.ru, Hispanics, Asi.lru, the dis-
abled, and others. • 

Today there :u-c scriow c-oncc:ms about whether Her­
man's fundni~znd minority~ ac:tMticsvio­
lated the Hatch Act. a law that bm some types of polit­
ical activi.ties- md specific:illy li:>rbids fundrauing-by 
administx:ltion offi~ls. Hc:r actions haYC c:-.iused conc:cm 
on Capitol Hill. where the Sena~ Labor ~d Hwnan 
Rcsowca Cot"Tlmitt_~ will hold confumation he::mngs. 
'"There arc :2 lot of mernben who arc very uneasy about 
her confirm;itioo; ~ ys a source v.ithit1 the Rq,ubli­
can leadership. -rhc:Tc arc plenty of urum,wercd quer 
tions, ,nd if she~ nJcked up into tile whole aggrcs.sivt: 
White Howe fun~ising situation, it's going to be c-:iwc: 

fur pause: 
The: pause came when Rc-publiaru put Hem1.1n's 

confirnution hearing, on hold so they could invcsti­
g.it.e hcr politic4I activities. But if critics focw single­
mindedly on Herm;in·s role in the White House 
fundrai,ing m:achinc, they might overlook the scriow 
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quotiCJl'.s that e:xi,t :ibout her 
entire crecr in W.uhington. 
Before she cvc-r rais.cd a dol­
lar for 5ill Clinton, Alc:ru 
Herrn.2n devdoped .:in 
impressive ability-sharp­
ened by her longtime asso­
ciation with her two men­
tors, Jesse Jaclcson :md the 
btc Ron Brown-to exploit 
Washington'£ network of 
r.icW scksides :md insider 
deals to malce herself 
wealthy. Mixing money and politics is not something HeITIWl 
learned in the Clinton White fiowi It's so~cthi~she's been 
doing all her public life. - - -

THE SET•ASH>E Sn 
Hcnuan has been a major figure in bbdc Washington for twen­
ty years. Origin.illy from Al:ib2nu.,, ,he fim joined the fedenl 
government in 1977 :i.s Jimmy Carter's choice to head the 
Women's Burc.u in the Department of Labor. Ousted by the 
Rcagui victory in 198o, she formed her own burincu, 6m 
bown as Green-Hcml4n and liter as AM. Haman & Auo­
ci.:ites. It was during th.t time tiut she beg.an to take advan­
tage of the .iffimutivc action syitcm !Mt Sl'vcms how busi­
neu is done in Yhshington. 

Hemun's businc.s.s partner \1/i.S another departing ~r 
Labor Department official, Ernest Creen. In the words of one 
glowing profile from the time. their !inn 1pccializcd in -o,r;a· 
niutional dfecti\1Qe$$ and devdopu:ig corpor.te s~tcgics for 
diversity, muJticultt,~lum, career m.:uugc:mcnt minority/dis­
advantaged bwincss cnterprw;, community :tnd public n:li· 
tioru, and inugc enhancement" Even though that de5crip­
lion nicely captures the jargon of the diversity business, it 
doesn·t rc'11y present an accurate picture of what Gteen-Hc-r-­
rnan actually did. 

A few y~n after the comp.ny w;u formed, a Cencr:,J 
Accounting Office study rcvc;ilcd that in the wt days of the 
Carte, .administution Ernest Crcen rushed to· spend more 
than $100 million in fedcr.J grant money before the Repub­
licam could get their hands on it. Green w--s pwhing the 
money out the window so fut that he ,ent telegrams to reci~ 
ienb-largdy unioru llrld interest groups that had supported 
Carter's r~lcction campaign-telling them to start spending 
the ca,h even befure con~cts could be signed. One of those 
contracts, for $2 million, went to Jesse Jack.son's Operation 
PUSH. L 11ien, when_ Green ;md Herm:m left the government 
.. nd founded their compwy. one of their first contracts Qmc 
from Opaation PUSH. Jt was a niftydcu. and it got Crccn-Hel'-

1J;icbon. Herman. and Green go w~y bi.ck together. Green is 
somdhlcg of a civil rights legend. h.iving been one of the -Little 
Rode Nine; the first bbc~ st\,dcnb to attx:nd C entt:;i} High School 
l ftc:r the Brown v . Boc,d of £ducacion decision in 1954. i-lcrm:in 
has :ilso known Jackson for yc:ars. 
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man off to a good start. 
(Ernest Crc:cn did not 
return sever.11 c:.uls asking 
for comment. Herm:in 
declined to provide any 
specific answcn to written 
questions submitted by 
T.AS, but a White lio~e 
spo.lcesman ~id ~t-any 
alleg:2tions t:lut-Ms. Her­
nun improperly benditcd 
from her worlc as head of 
the Women's 5ureau~t:the 

U.S. Deparhnent ofuhor .i.re untrue.") ~ _; 
-ln the 198o's. Emert Green left the fum (he is now m2nag­

ing duector at T ,broa a .Brothen in W~hington) 'ind Herman 
changed the twnc to A.M. Herman & Associates. Ju she had 
with the original P.USU dc:al. Herman continued to benefit 
from her relation.ship with Jesse Jadao~_.l)wing thOK )'Cll"S, 
Jadoon used PUSH to threatm m2jor c01p0r.1tions with boycott3 
unless they adopted quotas for bbck hiring :.nd contr.Jctiag­
and also contributed h> PUSH and re4t.od organiz.ttions. When 
a comp;iny-Jaclcson's Wgrls includea Coca-Cob, Bwgc::r 
King. and the Southland Corporation. which owns -,-El~n 
stores-gave in :.r.nd signed aw covenant• with.Jac:hon, the tc.,._ 
crc.1d would ,uggat that A.M. Herman & As.soda~ be hired 
to · monitnr• the :igtttment More business for Alexis. Accord­
ing to the financial disclosure: form she filed upon cntaing 
the White House in 1993, Burger King w;is amonr; the com­
panies that paid signific.mt ·divasity consulting· fees to A.M. 
Henn.an & Assocfatc:s. 

Other corpo~tions that bought Ham.n's $CJ'Vices included 
Procter & Camble, ~C Peat M:nwick. :ind Levi Stnuss. 
Today. thcy:ucreluctant to say just what she did for their corn­
p2nics. "We rally don't ducuss our contract or business ~la­
tionships," a spolccsnun for Le-.-i Str.lun said. "We do not dis­
cuss the details of worx consultants provide to ui," •~id a 
spo'L:cswornan for 'KPMC Peat Marwick. •1 think it may h:ivc 
been so;-ne work in the human relations :iro.~ :s2id a spokes­
woman for Proctrr & ~tnblc:: who wa, unable: to provide any 
other ddails. 

Curigusly. on her fin:mcial disclosure funu, Hcmun s:aid she 
received no sal.aiy from ~M. Hcm.;m & ~ta. She did say 
that she took a Sli,974 "distribution" from the furn. And she list­
ed lix companiC3 tlut. lilc.:: Bu:rgu King and Procter & Camble, 
paid her diversity coruuJti.ng setvices fees of at lG.st $5,000 
each. L, ,II, 1he csti=ted A.M. Herm.an & &sociates' value 11t 

between Si50,oooand $500,000. (Executive: br,mch financial 
disclosure fonns allow officials to list the value ohs.sets within 
broui c:it.egories. like S250,ooo-S;oo,CXX). They are not requited 
lo reveal c;a.1ct figures. And for the conlUlting worlc, Hcrm:m W2$ 

simply required to list the companies who had ~id her -com­
pensation in excess of$5.ooo.~ It could h11vc b~ ~r more.) 

3y the tirnc Harnan filed her next financ:iaJ <lisclos\trc fum,, 

in May 1994. she Slid she had soldA.M. Herman & Associates 
lcvcr.11 rnonths ~ft~ joining ~c White House staff. She wrote: 
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that ihc: received b<:twecn S50.coo ~ !>100,000 for the co:n­
p.ny, but di.cl not rcve;zl to whom it had been sold. It is difficult 
to estab)ii"l whether that infunriation is COtTCCl The District of 
Columbia Dcp;irtmc.,t of Finance and ~c.wc, which keeps 
rc:cordl of business licenses :md tr.uuactions, }14J no record of 
:my i:1le involviugA.M. Heman & As&ociatei. Hcmi.an herself 
rcfuscc to answer a writ!:cn quCltion on the subject submitted 
by T AS. And he-r fonncr swubn(. Cieri.a Cuticrrcz, now a top 
Conlmcrcc Department official abrupdytcnnuutcd a phone 
inC{Uiry on the subject. 'Tm wrry. I do not ta.lie to the press, · _she 
said. "',-\.M. Henmn & ~ociatcs u long d~d and buried. 
Thank }'DlJ (hang up)." .. 

BUILDIMC AfoR.TVMli 
By the mid-198o's. Herman ~d bm1ched out from dh·enity 
consulting to bk.e ~tin sever.I Wllh!ngtoa rc:.il csb~ d~ls. 
1\vo lines ofher firunciil discl~rc sutouent rC'ICal parocu­
larly intriguing lr.lns.ictions. One wts her intaest in iomcthing 
3hc calls the "Western Assoc. Ud. Ptnhp."The other rcfm to her 
Rbtioruhip with a company ~lied the FTPM Pmncrdup. Both 
c:ntric::s refer to Hcrm~n·~ role in controvcrsul. apcnsivc, and 
highly political construction projects. 

"FTPM P-.anncnhip" is the p·:ntncnhip that ii now finislti°' 
the m=ivc Fcde:al Triangle building two blocks from the 
White HolUC in downtown W;iShington. It u tne b~cst fed­
col building project since the Pentagon. and it h.u a price 
bg to match: ;in atimated $710 million doll.an, which is twice 
the origin~ estimate and lilcely to rise before the final cost is 
tallied (in a dcliciowly (>CTVCflC tum of cvctlts, thi5 sy=bol of 
e,q>fflding government has reca1tiy beei'l re-named the ~ruld 
Reagan Building). • 

The building is the wt remaining project in a 30-yc.:u cam• 
paii:n to till seven! gapsalo~ ~nsylvmia Avcnuc .• i\s late as 
the 1970's, the street, which was lined by grand govcrnrl'\ent 
buildings on the south ~de. had stretch~ of shabby buildi~ 
along the north. The idea of turning Pcmuylv.mia Avenue into 
a gr..rul boulev-.rd began in the Kcnncdyadmitli$tntion, where 

.-its primary proponent wa, ~ young l.abot Dcputxncnt offic:ul 
rl4mcd ~nid Patrid Moynihai:l: Work was slo_w. but __ by the. 
time of the Nixon administntion Moynifun and iithcr like­
minded W25hir.gton uuidas had succecdcd in creating; i. quasi­
~rnxnCTit entity called the Pcnnsylvuaia Av.:nuc: Dcvclop­
ment Corporation. The Corpor-ation had the powct to use 
government money to buy 4nd along the avenue and h~ld 
CQmpctitiom .mong dr:vdopeu who bid to builci grand projecb 
in the pl::ice of run-down storefronts. 

By all accouot3 the proc= of buying the: land and giving out 
contnd:3 w.u highly politic.:.11. even by Washington st.ind.21dJ. 
Dc,,clopccs had to please rhc prc:sidcntiaJly appointed mem­
bers of the Corpo14ton, but they auo had to ple.isc: the D.C. 
uuyor-,l1brion Barry- who lud his oW"O ,ay in the Coipo• 
tation'l decisions. Ever since being elected nuyor in 1978, 
B.irry had ~de it clc::ir that developers would h,vc to "p,y lo 
play." That m~nt de"Clopccs-.i mor.ly white group-wouJc 
have to include rcinarity partllers in a projcctif thcy hoped to 
h.:!vc 3ny cluncc of winning .i ::ontnct. DCVCJopcrs qu1ddy rc:il-
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iu::d thzt fricnch of Marion Bllll}' w::rc ~cllcnt c.indidatCl for 
inclusion. They lxc.i:n~ what ate known as "face: parlncrs,M 
which rd.crs to minoritiu who :ire given .i piece of 1 bi~ 1c:al 
csta!e de.ii but play little role other than giving the umlcrta"k­
ing an appea rmc:e of div:r.sity. 

Developers were .ilso required to submit an affumativc 
action pl.an guanntecing that a cert.in a moo.mt of the sulx-on­
tracts involvcd-wmeti.mcs as high as 3; pcrccnt-wo\\ldgoto 
minority firms. "Whal you necdifyou'tc gaingto·~lop a.huge 
project lt"kc ( f edaal T rungle J is a politic.ally connected minot• 
ity contoctor," gys one olx.a,,cr intimately f.amiliar l"ith the 
commercial tc.l otate scene in Wa,hington:· "It inoculates 
you irom a whole -..,uiety of problems· with the )OQl and fed­
cril :ovcmroenu. 

'Thar, where Alexu Hemun eime in. ·she~ connected -
l'O Ron Brown, to Jeu,: Jackson, and throur;h them to Marion 
&t1y; s:ay,_ the ral estate ohsavcr. ·she was wm:.d." And she 

. -, also connccl:cd to Bob Mendelsohn, who wa, part of the 
d::vclopm..-ot team that won the Fedenl Trian;lc contx.c:t. "I 
\new Alexis when we were both in the Cartcr-administl3tion," 
Mendchohn R)'l- "Emic ( Grcm] and/Jc,cii furmcd a c:ompmy 
to develop and implement affim~tive action prep-ams, :nd I 
bega,l ming them from the he~." Mcnd~lsohn paid H~ 
rtW1's com~ny S6oo.ooo to dellgn an aBinnativcaction_plan • 
fur Federal Tri:mglc. Ar..d he made sure that Hcnnan's &cc 
was up front and cent.er when it came time to take his cue 
bd"ore the Penruylv.mi; Avenue Dcvdoprnent Coipomion. 
•1 alway, hadAlo:u participate in ourpr~bbons bo:ausae s~ 
did such an excellent job of articulating ow affirmative action 
J)t"Ogram; Mendelsohn says.. "She: is simply the best." 

She wu somdhing more than that By the time the con tr.let 

competition w.u in its last sugcs, Herman had been lured by 
Brown to be the dcputyduirwom:1n of the Dcnlocntic Ni&tion­
al Committee. Her politic~ clout went up~ kwnotehes. And 
by the: time she mo,-cd to the DNC, the competition for the 
Fcder.1! Tri.ngle contract had !>c:Comc a 6c:rce battle invol~ 
the city gcvcmn,c:n:. the White House. and Congren. Osten­
sibly h:rcd to de-vise an affimutivc action pbn for the devcl­
o~s. Herman found herself traveling l'O Capitol Hill to lobby 
for Mcndelsohn"s te.am. S0111c in Congress thoug~t it wa.s 
i~pp{opri.ate fur a top D NC official-who wielded alhoru of 
DNC power, lil:c the power to distribute party money to, say, 
the polil:ie2l c:.m~gos of members of Congtesi-to lobby 
for her o~ine.ss. 

Mendelsohn dcni~ he used Hcmun's clout "I ncvc:rail:.cd 
her to do any lobbyi."lg,- he s:ays. Lobbying or not., Mendel­
sohn ·s l=m won th~ bidding. But ether dcvclopcn who bid on 
the contr.lct became angry when they lc:.arned th:it Mcndel­
sohn 's winning bid w-..s signifio.ntly highctthan the losi11gpro­
pouls. Some felt th:it Herman had hdpcd \n a political fix 
t\at n=rcd th~ job to her team. Certainly, thole opponents 
thought. it wasn't ~er affifm;Iti,i:action plan that won the day. 
·c remember thci: :ifnrrn:itivi: action pl:m did not appear to 
have much suhstmcc.- sa}'l ;.i member of a team th.at bid fur the 
contract but la.st "'They had .i couple off:lcc~pk·. but it did 
not in~-olvc hiring a lot of minority co:ilr.lcton." In rcsporuc to 
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3 wnttcn quC$tlon onthe~b­
ic:ct, :1 Wnit:: House 
spokc.srnao says only tlut DliA04 A),,4 

wAM Herm:m & lusoc:iatCJ' 
role in ~ the Fedenl 
TriAnglc project "'llspropcr.w 

The Federal Triangle pro­
ject w:ii reminiscent of Her• 
man's role in~ earlier Penn- JOB OF 

sylvacia AYCnue project The 
phQ.le -Watcm Asloc. Ltd. CRAM," HE~Ei.S~M 
Ptnhpw in her fuanci.11 ~ 
closure report is a short way 
of rckrrin& to Bcrro..:m·s interest in the development part­
nership Ni lSuilt M:uh:t S~re. :1 fr.., blocks dowii the street 
from Fcdcr.i.l lrmlglc. For H~n. ~~t Square wa.s an 

, even richer dc.t tNn fedCDl Triangle; she valued her per· 
sonal interest in the pmncrship ~t between Ssoo.coo and 

, $1.000,000. • • • . · ~ · • .... · · · 

A decade ago, ~!;ct Square ..as an empty lot on the nor:h 
side of Pcruuylvanfa Avenue between the Capitol and the 
White Ho~. Today it u :1 murive ~ced structure: that 
rivals the m:assi,rc: gnoito-&ccd government. office buildings 
:icron the street Its semi<in:ubr colonmde fronts one mil· 
lion u1u:.ue feet of office space. ihops. restaurants, md ~ndo­
miniwns.. 

The nwndC"ClopetofM.arl.ctS~ ~:inodi.erF>liticafly 
connected butinCfflTlan n:imcd Herbert Miller. A f1:W years 
earlier, he ~ ,olvcd his p.-oblems with :inothcr big dcvclop-­
mcnt by giving eCfUity cuts to~ of M:.YQr B.ln)''s cl0$<:$t 
cronies. The WtUhmgtzm Pott reported 1hat50mc were med to 
put up Si.ooo in re cum fur in~rcsts th:it wc:rc worth hundtcds 
of thousands of dollan; othcn were gjYCn a cut in return fu-rllCm­
i~l work. For ~kct Square, Millci's company wotkcd in 
associ:ltion ..with Mendelsohn. When it car:'le time ta bid f.,r the 
contr~ct, Mendelsohn mew th.at the Pcnruylv.ani:a AYcnuc 
Di:-t'clopmcnt Corporation would demand minority puiici­
pation. "Whether it ~ a. go.ii or a suggc.rtion or a rcqufrc­
ment l don'trcc.:ill."' Mendelsohn S2.ys, "'but [the Cofl)O~tion) 
made it known to w th21t they were vt:ry intc.rctcd" in .adding 
minority pmoers to the project. 

So he twncd apin to Alexi, Haman. The developer, ~,re 
her an equity stale il'I the project-3-3 pcrccl"lt of the d~1-
which Hcmun later valued at bc~-cc:n· $ 500,000 and_ 
$1,000,oco. But the que.stion is: Did she inYCSt any mon..,y in the 
projoct? Di.d she pctfunn some work cqu:il to 3. 3 percent of M:u­
ket Squ.2cc7 tfe~n declined to uuv,er 1 written quC$tion on 
the subicct rubmittcd by TAS. Mendelsohn responded to the 
quut:ion by s:;iying. "l don't thin"- it's ma~ritl." but added 1ut 
Henn:ui might luve i;ottcn her stalcc in a :tum for developing 
and ovcnccing an .lfnr.tiative ~c:tion plan for the project 

ln the CTid, it doCln't nutta how H~ ended up with her 
chunx of_Mark.et Sqwrc. The ~on rcqcired tlut face ~rtn.c:n 
be involved. and she~ there to pro..,;de !he b ee. ·she was 
wocth the money: la)'S a Washington rul estate observer. 
·whether she did any work or n ol " 
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600,000 TO LmfoCc;; tM STYl.E 
ln 191!8. during the height of 
her involvement in IOC.11 
real estate projects, Her­

,1Cn~1DJ1,-n: lt4 OUR m:m too'k time out to woik 
for Jesse Jack.son', presi­
dential campaign. She 
worked closely with Ron 
Brown-)acksQn', cam­
p.tign. • ttunager-and 
joined the Dcmocntic 
Nzti~.Committec: when 
Brown took over the next 

year. During hez time with the DNC, .she remained head 
of ~M. Heenan & Associ:atcs. 

The 1=rty job Jud ~l bc:ndits. Fiut. the money was 
good. Herman's fiNn=i discJ031,1rc fonn iays ,he was paid 
$144-681 in 1992-thc year in which she pbnncd and RO the 
New Y~Jc con~tioi:i. B~ the DNC position didn't just pay 
Heiman a good sawy; it auo created new b~as for her at 
A.M. Henmn & Alsoc~cs. Th~ is no~<7t>l>t ha conoee­
tioru to Brown and the DNC helped her tremendously. fot 
o:a.mplc, in the Fec3er.al Tri:m&fe deal. And. accotding to an ;utj. 
de in U.S. News 6- Worl.d. ~port, BfO""l1 aho clircctcd that 
Oi'IC moaey be deposi~ in Aibms Natio,~.i &nk_ where 
Heenan ictved on the board of dircctou.2 

tt w-.un't long bc:fure there were reports that-Hemun was 
taking part in the big spending t~t ehatacteri%Cd Bro,,.-n's 
tcnw-e ;rt DNC. The U.S. Ncwt story reported the ONC p:ud 
sever.l I thou=d dollau fur expenses run up by HcITT1.n, 
including chuga for home dccol~ting. The party alto paid a 
h~ price for her wtc in limowincs. During the Chrim-rw­
Ncw Year holicby at the end of 1gcp, for example, the uug:2-
z:nc reported that He=n 'l)cnt $6,015 fur limos. which 
included $7)4 in tips for her driver and S5io in car-phone bills. 
U.S. Ne111r also reported that the DNC moved Heamn into 
a ~.oo<>-4-month ap:irtmcnt on Central Par~ South while 
she planned the conVTiltioa. and the nugazine said the DNC 
pajd ,evet.ll thousand dolbrs to cover expenses on Hcnmn's 
pcrsoNI American Expras card. 

Herman's fin:in~l disclosure rt:tancnt, re~ the land o(, 
cxtc:ruive ctcdit ~d bilb th:rt f.lccd the DNC. Ha first statement 
in 199) listed an American Express bill of between $10,000 and 
$15,000. Wa next statement indic::ated ~she had switched to 
i revolving c1cdil Qrd. a~in with a monthly b:il.ince between 
$10,000aruU15,ooo. Bythcncxtycar. 199>• the monthly balance 
iud &,own to lxtwecn S15.000 and $50,000. "'here it rcm2incd 
in 1996. Her mtcmcntsabo ~1 a seven~ ear loan between 
$15,000 and S;o,ooo. And an ~~cured loan bctwc-cn $15,000 

11\.11 in 1 1!. her 19 9 1 iru:omc Qmc to at lust S:09,6!!, and. given 
the V3~cncu of nninci:il disclosure forms. pOSlibly m:Jc.h more. 
Hc.:msn ~n Ii.rte<! $5,000 in income from i •ch:a:ib.blc affic• put 
on by the B~timoic: ~!omni c:Nplc:1 of the fntcmity !Ceppa Al~ 
f'n. {lt u unclear "'-hcdic:r He=n ,.~ J>Jid fo, Jbg;ng the r.ifffc: or 
\I.inning it.) 
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a.tld $50,000 from ha bwinCl:$, A.M. HCllt\an & As.sowtes (the 
statement s.:t}'l the loan wa, repaid by 1994) . 

In addition., Herman at times carried mortgages on fo~r 
houses; the W~ngton condominium where she lived, 3 renul 
house in a w~lthy Wamington nci&fiborhood {~though she 
c.illed the home a renta1 propcrty, listi~ its value at between 
5%;o.ooo and S;oo.oo, she c.id she receivo:I no iocomc from the 
house), a v:acation home at a n:sort in .Sasye. Vuginia, .nd a 
howc in ha- hometown of Mobile, Abb;una. The mortga~ 
totaled at lcastS2,o,ooo o.nd perh:lps :u much as ~,ooo. 

ce 

• 

Once in the White Hou.se, she sold her rental house to a 
mend. but thee are questions about the c:ircumstmcc of thcsalc. 
Herman said the ~on-whichshepbc~ bclw=n $50.000 
and $l0o.ooo- toox place on Dea:mber6, 1993. But real~ 
records in W.uhington indicate ~t the: sale cctually took place 
on J:muary 31. 1995. and was for $366,000. In a later financial dis­
closure $titcmcnt, Haman said ~t the buyer~ auumcd the: 
mortgage. ~ough real emtc rccot'ds ~ that the bu)Utook 
out his own mo~oe in a diHacntamowrt U'0ln Haman's orig­
inal mortgage. ln response to written qocstions from TAS, Her• 
man declined to give any specific answers, but a White House 
spokesman~ that "Ms. Hc:rman'speuon:u finan~! ~t:ion . 
has been appropriately and pcopcrlydisdOKd." 

OUTREACH FOR DOLLARS 
Civ¢n Hemun's connc:ctions, combined with her experience 
in Dc:moaatic fundmsing-not to mention her eye for~ slwp 
dC31-Bill Clinton must bvc thought he h:ui found the pencc:t 
pcnon for the job o!Whik Howe director of public HailOn. ln 
the job-a IOO$elydenned position that in large pm in.voJved 
imintaining relations with the libu;l intcre.,t group, that sup­
ported Bill Clinton for president-she could mik.e use of all 
those contacts g:tincd through Brown, Jac.bon, and the diver-

".. sity business. [fhosc con bets even included Brown-like tndc 
mwion.s. Sec .. Come F1y With Mc: opposite.) 

So it's :-iot rurpri.sing that Clinton ,lso turned to Hennan 
when the time came to dr-..R a ~bn brgcting minorities for 
special voter • outreach- and fundraiJing. In J3DI.WY 1996, Her­
m;m rcecived a memo from tbrold lclc.cs directing hc:r !.O d~l­
op .1 ·n.itionu p lan• ;u-ida "sta~ plan'" to wiri more black ..-otes 
for Clinton. The fust thing Hemr.m did was to put together 

.-the: White Howe •AfriC:4n American Woning Croup." She 
created a bluA>rint for a ~mlcs.s oper:i-ti(?n ~n wjlich the Whi~ 
House, the DNC. :i.od th~ Clinton/Core: .Reelection Cofu-. 
mittcc would "'ork together to win the black vote. She recruit­
ed staff from her own office plus othcrJ elsewhere in the gc,v­
emmcnt (including Rodney Suter. the head of the Federal 
Highway Administr.ition who is Clinton', choice to be: Sccrc-
1:uy of Traruport:.ltion). 

Herman bcg;,n hc_r stntcgy with the a:13umption thatClin• 
ton had the black vote in the bag. MAfrican Amcric:in veteu,ft 
she wrote, ";uc among the most consistent ind loyal ,up­
porte~ of ~he Democratic P"ty.· The problem was, nol 
:::iough of them voted. which meant th:it wturoing out the 
vote will be the: name of the ~me.- Herman g-.ivc her Afrie.1n 
American Working Croup three prim:zry goals. The 6rst was 
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to push Clinton's record. The second ur.is to cceatc gcb.out-the-­
votc: project,. And the third ~as to ~i~c:.,ti.'y-a ~drc: of ~on­
tributon in the black community th:it will work :or the Pres• -· 
idcnt's re-c.lcction.~ • 

As pa.rt of her pbo, Herman crated another group, ~Afric:m 
luncrican.s fur Clinton-Core '<f,; ;md made Ernest Gr~n­
rcmembcr him? -the duinmn. She w1otc tlut as "an entice­
ment to contribute; a group of wcll-tv-do bleclu w<1Uld be 
invited to join yet another newly crc.atcd or~niz.:ition, the 
Af.ic.an Amcric.n Lc:a.daship forum. Contributing mcmbe:. 
would ·1>< 25ordc<i the opportunity to intcr.ict with senior 
Adrnioirlntion officuls .•. throu.,crh policy bridingl. lunchcoru. 
and workgroups: tn adc:l:tion, Haman wrote that it v,.u ~riti­
cal that the Wbih: Ho-.isc lcnow which contributon were most 
dClCrvint; of•pcncnal attention beyond . .. invitations to While 
Howe :uf.tlr.s. • • 

Hc~n ~ho rccommcndc:d ttut the: White House field ~ 
team of "surrog-te ~.s.• Th.cy woul<l be ,dminis~on o£!i.. 
cials-including hetUlf-who would spread Clintt,n's mes.sage 
before: doicm of black-oriented conventions, meetings. and 
other gatheri~ ~round the c:ounny. Concerned .ibout the 
H:itch Act. H~n. Wl'0tc that the spc:cch-TTUking. .is she crwi­
sioncd it, would not technically q~ify ~ cam~ng: . . . .· . ' . . . : ... 

hgcncy Ju:-roptu w,11 eal"I)' out these ai:tivitics ~ plrt of their nor­
mal jobdutiain1996. "t"Ntu, thcywiU be helping to e.ducatethe 
Afria.tl lunCT1c:.zn public &11d uy interest groups about Clinton 
Admlnistr.iti.on a=mpluhff\Ctlt:s-not cirn~iining. ~o,,,ev1:r, 
we will aim to csc.afate the l~el of Jurrog:ite actinty in the m 
week. preceding e:ich primliry. 

Th~~ mu.sion Herm20 .set E:Jr her African American Woo:-
ing Croup w;is simple: atbd R...-pnbliQru. • 

In ;,ro11aJing Afric.:m An:eric.ns to support the Prcsidrnt in 1~. 

Wl: lia~ lo ed. the: ":is)lt me!Sll~.- for c::ic.1111yle ... p~lcction 
fOC\~ sroup., oi blac:l, ~teu in Vir~ fCYclcd t.~t the m;in 
:1ngcrof blacbw;u di:~ ;itthcit =bet one enemy-Gov,:,: 
nor George Allc:o. S~fic piece of csm)U,ign litrut-.re W1::e 
~n cr;-:tcd to bi~light this Del ThU1, In the 19CJ6 Prcside.tlti:u 
d.ection, ~ migbtfuid th3t som" bl::ic::lcs nuy -11 be rt'Orc inspiru! 
to go to the polfs in ~c:i~r oumbcr3 to \/Ote~imt the "encmi:::s 
o( civil rights~ th.an for the DemOt"ratie undiditc. • 

It would be :i viol.ttion of the Hat-eh Act for Hcrm.an to 
d~votc :.m cxtcmive amount oftir:te to the Clinton campaigx>. 
Coatrary to Henn.m's own nieroo cited aboYe, White House 
officim imist th.at .ill thi.s politicll stratc~ and Qm~tlg 
was done 011 Hew.an', °'"'n time-in addition to her full-time 
job dS hC4d of the Office o:Pubhc Li::iuon. And they s:ly th::it 
government l"CJOurccs were not wed to d~se and _implement 
the pl.an (aJthouYl the White HouJc did rcilllbu~ th<; bx­
payefS .S917for the computers used to write Hc.r.n.:in's pbn). A5 
for her role in the White House fundr.ii.sing "coifecs.~ admin­
i.stntion -a!Eci.ls ins.ist th.at Hemi..:l.n waJ not doing anything 
improper. Sc..indal spohsm.an l.:mny O:lvis repeatedly told 
reporter~ that ·there was no fund-raisin~ ;icti -.,ity or~ni~ed by 
the Whi:e House orthc OPL (Office of Public Llaisonl.• 
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Ttu: COP'S CA.LL 
Bdorc anyo:-ie thought she mig.\t face a con.fin-nation fighl 
Hcnn4-ll n~d to work turd ju.st to win her nomination to he 
Labor Sccret:uy. Nearly every natioOJ.I l.bor leader oppo1cd 
her, and several believed she w;i3 not qu:ilifie4 for the job. 
Pow-crfu.l Dcmocr.ts on the Hill, induding Ted l<.cnncdy. the 
ranking r..inority mcnbcr on the Labor and Hurn:m~urecs 
Comrnittcc-~c:ke<l forttld' ~nmyl~nia Sctutor Harris Wof­
ford imtc::id. Yet many black leaden-chief amon~ them Jesse 
J::ickson-stronr;Jy supported Herma."\. The.standoff put Bill 
C!i11ton io a to~ spot he had to choose between two of his 
most V2lucd constituencies, org;mizcd bbor 2nd _African A:ncr­
icans. Wl!en he chose the latte-r, it is safe toay that many in 
labor ~re inccrucd. ~1 thinlc for any body who's .i Democrat 
it's an aps>-Uing appointment.~ says one activist. -rhu was an 
ufront to libor, which only spcntS35 million on t.be Democ­
r .. t:s lart yar." 

Still, it is irnpott.intto remember th.at.it fim Hc:nnan', con-
6nn:ition pr0$J>CCb lool:ed quite good. Although .some Repub­
lic.ans privately wd they had conecnu ~bout lhc Grcen-Hcr­
a-.an contr,ctscauu and the F~ Triangl~ ~l they doubted 
those would be cnou,h to cause Hennan any se~w prob­
bru. "Jim Jdfonb is .a bleeding heart Rcpubli::an," said enc 

• obia-,ero{ the I...bor and Hwmn Resources Committee chair­
man who will ptaidc over ttcmun·s coofirma.6on hearings. --Ct 
wiU t:uc a smolcing ho..,jtzcr to cawc ha any trouble.• Perhaps 
Rcpublians didn't tbinlt Hcrm.in·s background p~ any 
~riow qucrtiom, or ~rhaps they wire ~d fu app= to be 
hectoring ,I high-razwng bbd. woman OT viobting the lpirit of 
oip::ir.isan coope.--:tion~ on ~pitol Hill these d.1~; whatever 
the~ Hcanan'$ nomination loolccd safe. 

All that cl-~ when ~tion.s of Hcmzn's funcbimig 
:nd politi~ .icth-irics came out in late January. A! t."iat point 
Ri:puLlicm ,ourcu began to t:i lk openly uf vroblcms ..,;th the 
nomirmtiv1 L The committee: decided lo hold off" nn ,chedulins 
eon6mution bc..trings until lkrrrum re$pon<lc:cl to .. set of 
dctulc:d questions aOO\lt ha role in the funclnising .ind con­
ncetion.s to John Huang and other 6gurcl in the growing $CU1-

d.il. ~d Emest Crccn's ~me rumced when the \\'c:shingttnt 
Tirrl2S reported th;t he pbycd a major role in brin~,g a noto­
rious Chin:sc arms dc.ile-r to the \1/hil!: Howe-and m:ade a 
large contribution to the DNC immcdi.atz:ly aitc- the meeting. 

In the end. R.cpublic:uuoun:cs gy, the Senate leadership will 
h;vtjo clecidc: Should they acccpt:1 oo opcntor Wt.e He.rm.in. 
or shot1ld they nnlc her nomination and talce the riu: that a 
more ·effective liberal candi~te will bkc h=-t place? - sh~ 
would be: m extremely wecl: labor secretary. which wouldn't be 
;,i bad thin; ncc=ily: one: Senate aide sn~. Another Rcpub-­
li= addJ, ·she may be a bettc: nominee !h;in Hams \\.'of. 
furd. who might be the baccup if her nomin.:ition is t\lbed.· 

Th::it stntcgy could be too elev-er l,y half. Rcpu~licaru who 
undcrcstim.itc Hcmlan forget she: "'•l .. m;.1jor p..rt of the Clin­
ton n.-.dcction m)Chinc:, which could hardly be called w,:::3i: or 
i.1dfecti~. Hcnu;;n's c::irccr prol/Cl she lcnoWl hQ\\' to work~ 

syn.on lfR.cpublicaru """,t to ch.trige th~t .S-.(lb:m, confincir.g 
Alexis Hcm\311 will just,rulcc: the job h..irder. '~ 

TCT;:L P .0<;? 
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·sHINGTON 
~-... wants to open audits 
to rove it is nonpartisan . 

Tbe IRS wants to J>l'OV'e to tupayen It Is aot C0lld»etiq 
poUtlcally IDlldvated audits of tu:,aempl lfOUPI. Same 
CCCllel'Y8dYe lfOUJI' such as tbe J1ertt1ae FouDdadon, Qtl. 
mis Aplmt Governmell1 Wale and tbe Nadonal Rile~ 
soc:latioa, have IUaesrecl tbll tbey are beiQI audited be­
Clllle they oppoee Cllmon admlDbtrldon polk:lel. 

• -'a\!IIC":'"""l IRS CtcY1111ti11011er l4arpret MU-
• ' Der Rk:bardloo says Ille bas ISked 

, ~ . • for perqmsloa from Coogres' 'Joint 
• Committee oo 1Uadon to comment 

publldy on aome audi1S. A rarelY , 
used provbloa of tax law permi11 tbe 
1nterDal Revmue Service to correct 
mt,eteterneoll ,If fact about audits If 
the corrnnlttee 'lpprcMS. 

Ricbanlson wontestblltbe 11.-
dons are eroding public c:oaldaw I 

., In the IRS. "We have had a fair, lm-
Rk:t..mou: lnl>m'· partial and nonpirtisan enforcement 
tial • tba,ment • of tbe IDleraal revenue 1awa: Ille 

said at a beartll8 of tbe National 
Commission oo RestrudUrlng the IRS. 

House Ways and Means Cclmrntttee CbalrmaD Bill Ar· 
cber, R-Texas. Is reviewing tbe requat but II ccacerned 
about malotalolng !lie c:oaldenllal1ty of p-oups belQlaudit• 
ed. Be says It might be better for CclQlreS to CODduct an • 
iJlvesUll'Uorl ' - Anne WDleUe 

j WHITEWATER FALLOUT: 1be ROie Law Firm .ID IJt. 
j tie Rod(, Where Int lady Blllary Rodllam QlDtoa was a 

• • will relmburle the~ $252,200 toll!lale a 
btllingfllSpl.~ over wort for tbe aYIDp and loan lndmttf, 

reguJat.ors 111d. Clmtol1"1 lealll wort for Madilon 
rJM, .. Mhl, an Arlamlas srd. tbat Is at tbe core of tbe WJdt&. 
water CD¥~~111, attracted tbe att8lldoa of ~ 
Alldbl ID 1 found tbat 10meRale= were ata­
slve. Improper, unallowable « ~ doclzmentecl . 
lbe Federal Depmlt Imurance c«p. questioned $445,000 
of the $1.4 rn1U1oo tile law Inn billed tbe permnent. and 
~ led to th~ lettJement 'Qie blllln&dispute ·~ 
arate from tbe WhHewater iDdepeDdent COWllel"I c:rlmlJlal 
lovestlplloo ol tile atntons' Arlamlas buslDell deellop. 

HOUSE CIVILITT: After months o1 b1Uer debate over 
BOUN Speaker Newt Qhlarlch and otber par1lsaD Issues. 
nearly half tbe members ol tbe BOUN have signed up for 
t11ree4ay retreat to eocomaae dvWty and better working 
reJatiomblpl 1be arouP. about equally divided between 
Democndland Republkam. will tra'le1 to Bersbey, Pa., for . 
meednpaod IOdaJlzl111that bt&in March 7. lbe Pew Ow­
hable Tnast Is paying ezpemes. "'Ibere Is nothing worse , 
than tbe poUtlcs of liate. It just gm lo and gnaws and erodes 
everything we believe In,• said Amory_ Hougbtoo. R-N.Y. 

ALSO ... 
► SOIOOL SEAR.CB: ~ Democrats are seeklDg 

pbOC01 and vkleoCapes ol dilapidated public schools to sup­
port President Clotoo'I propoeed $ll bllJloo In Incentives for 
ICbool rmovatkm. More.than to Senate Democrats sent 
letters to thonSBods of eJernenlary and secondary school 
prlDdpaJs asking for evidenoe of ~ 9Chools. 
► PUERTO RICO VOTE: HOim lepladoo lotroduced 

wltb'S2spomors would aeta referepdwn by the end of 1998 
tor nllkleDII of Puerto Rlcotocbooleamoaasaatehood. the 
mrrmt CIOIDID0llwealth ltalllS or iDdependeDce. C.ongress 
would have tbe IDal say. ·Puerto Rico bas been UDdeT U.S. 
cootral 1iDce tbe ~ War ln 1898. 

3 ainton nominees gaining ~und 
1bere were newlip ollUpportClll capitol BDl for three 

nrmlnees for C1otoo admlDlstndloa pcm. 
• ► ADtbclay Lake, oornloaled to 

bead the ClA, picked up teDladve 
aq,port frrm two key Repul>Ucaosoo 
tbe ~ JnteJHr,w Commlttee. 
Selll. Jobll Chafee ol Rhode Island 
and Rk:hanl J.uaar ol Jndlana lDdJ. 
Clled 'that they will vote for Lake, 
who was President Olntoo's Dllional 
IIICUrlty advber. 

But Foreign Relaliom Committee 
Olalnnan Jesse Helms, R-N.C.. ac-

• • - cu,ed Lake of enpglng lo "poUtical HOUSE AGENDA: Republicans c,oocerned over. tile . ua: Picks up key pmesmaosblp" and a "clear pattern 

I
to this years coagremiooal semiOD P asurances GOP support . of c:oatempt and disregard" for Con-

from jortty Leader Dick Armey that the leadersblp will gresa. Helms died Lake's role in ad-
"step the pace and act." Armey, R·Trm. iald the IIFD" miDlltral1oo dedslolls coocernlng Iranian anm sales to 
da ude tax reform, rel1reinelltleCW'Uy, forelp ~ Bom1an Muslims and C11Dese mlsle sales to Iran. 
cy "the development of values and cuJIUre." Tbe Int Tbe White House bad l'O Immediate comment oo the ac-

tive pieces of leglslatiClll to pus the House tbls year a•dons 1be Senate Jntelllgpoce Committee has twice de-
dealt th overseas family plaDDlng funds with no abar1k1n i.ied Lake"I beuln& now let for Man:b 11. . 
restriciiOoS and relnmtemient °" an a1rt1De tlctet tu. Allor- ► Democrats say the nrmloadon ot Federta, Pena as 
lion rilbtsand tax Increases are not GOP raJJymgcrlel. And Ener&Y aecretary Is being delayed to force Clotoo to ~ 
two propoaed comtltudonaJ amendmeols that ReplbUcam vene Ills oppasldon to building·• temporary nuclear-waste 
have cbarnplooed - a requirement ot a balanced budlilt st.ora,e site In Nevada. Sea. Dale Bumpen, IMrk., said lrs 
and ~ term limits - 1'1111 into roadbloclll. "lmfalr to bold. plrfec:llyJIOCI mmbo91aieJD. per1lclllat 

,. • lslue. .. 1'9a'I CIDlllrmadon lltiI1 Is apec:ted. 
SERR Y MAND ERi NB: New ► Mart.lllan a dozen women's and dvU rights groups ra1-
York's 12th Coogres!llooaJ Dlstr1ct Jilil to support Labor aecremry nominee Alms Herman. 
was lotentlooally drawn lo IUdl • . J.et coa1rmat1oo· Is lll1re4 In the Democratic fllDd.ralsiJlg 
way to ensyre an ethnic mlnority ICIDdal because tbe White House public Jlalson omce she 

. would be elected, a tbree-Jud&e fed. beaded was Involved ln polltlcal meeting\ between regula-
eral pane1 sa1c:1 1n teWn& the are I kn and thole they reauJated. Her amrmat100 bearlng 1s 
Iqlslatlrre to redraw the dlsttic:t by apect.ed to be ln rnld-March after the senate Labor Com-
July 30. lbe predoollnaotty l{lspanic mittee gm more written aoswen to Its questions about her. 
12th Dlslrtct was ntctnamed tbe 
"Bullwinkle District" because Its ., .By Pllul Leavitt 
boundary outJlne through Brooklyn. 
Queens and Maohanao resembles V411azquez: Demo- • 
the canooo mooae. The )lcfieS lilld crat holds Nit 
that "race became the predominallt 
factor" lo drawing the boundarles; Rep. Nydia Vela;quez, a 
Democrat, woo the seat lo 1992, 1994 and 11196. She p ~ 
tween 77<K> and 92<K> of the vote. 1be c:hallellge to the district 
was brougbt by Angel Diaz, who lost to Velazquez ln 11192. 
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Senator to announce 
balanced-budget stand 

- ---- - ---
GOP POLL: No longer able to unify around the Cold Wu 

: and muscled out of th~ political center by President eunioo: 
Republicans are searching for new issues that will tran­
scend internal divisiom and win more votes. "We're not the 
saiµe GOP~ Reagan carried to victory iµ 1980," said 
A,nthony Fabrmo, who conducted the poll. It shows tlie • 
GOP with no dorntoant core, but splintered into ave groups 
spanning P.COllCIIIlic, social and moral issues. And it found 
signi4cant crurerences over abortion, trade, gun control. 

The fate of the balanced-budget amendment should be- . ~ and ~e:5: "We~ to 6nd new issues that polarize 
come clearer today when the only uncommitted senator, ! m our favor, saJd Fabrfzio,_wbo was Bob Dole's cbiet poll­
Robert Torricelli, D-N.J., announces whether be will supply stermak. "We should not flsbt ~ that are clearly popular. It 
the yes vote that supporters may need .for victory. . . . ~ us look Draconian." - Richard Benedetto 

Opponents were optimistic that LAB,... NOMINATION 

N> 

Torricelli, a freshman who favored un : Alexis Herman, after • two 
the amendment as a House member, months of Senate investigation into her private ~ 

. would oppose it now. "I think there ~ and .activities as White House director of public ll­
should be some changes,• be said at aisoo, appears beaded for codrmation as Labor seQ"etary 
one point. Opponents also hope that next month. '"1 lmow of 00~ attlm point as to~ sbe 
Democrats who bad been on both would~ be alldrmed. 'lbere Is no smoking gun," said 
sides in the past might yet vote no. Labor Committee Oiainnan James ~dords, R-Vt Senate 

~pporters picked up an important Republican Leader Trent Lott also said Herman "will likely 
vote Tuesday when another uncom- be con6nned." Jeff~ said bis ~ttee bas requested 
mitted first-term Democrat, Sen. ~ to 110 D)Ore ~ about Democratic fund-rais.. 
Mary Landrieu of Louisiana. said she mg in the White House, l)O,!Bible use of pernment employ­
would keep a campsugn pledge to ees for polltical adivities and cootradlctory responses to · 
support the amendment previom quesUoos. Sen. Edward Kennedy, ~said.he 

Democrals sr; the measure could expects answers no later than lbwsday. "We hope to have 
eaf into Social Security trust funds and ~ borrowing a hearing the week of Mardi 10," be said - . Jessica Lee 
for long-term capital investments. A proposal to keep Social • . • • 

Torriceli:Wilhe 
vote yes or no? 

Security out of the budget calculatioos went c1own ~ in ,. Senate OKs famdy-plaoning bill 
the Senate Tuesday night A vote on the balanced budget . • . • 
amendment is expected next week. •. - .Till Lawrence • _.._ The Senate gaye 6nal congres.gon-

• , al approval to release $385 million 
GULF SICKNESS: Army bnm in the gu1t war suspect- tor overseas family pJaooing projects 
ed an Iraqi ammunition dump contained chemieal weap- with no restrictions on abortion-relat-
oos, but didn't alert U.S. troops who blew it up less than two ; ed activities. •The vote was 53-46 to re-
weeks later, a Pentap report shows. Senators who have lease the funds Saturday. The bill 
criticized the Pentagon's handling of medical complaints by i ~ to President Ointon. 
some gulf war troops seized on the report Sen. Jay Rocke- Abortion toes· failed in a bid to 
feller, D-W.Va., said it shows o.mdals lied and he accused weave restrictions barring recipients • 
the Defeme Department and CIA Of a "cover-up of major of U.S. funds from participating in 
proportions." Bernard Rostker, the Pentagon's chief gulf abortioo-related activities. 
war investigator, .said there was no cover-up but there were ,., "This vote is not about funding 
''missed opportunities" to communicate. He said there were ~~ == abortion," said Sen. Patrick Leahy 
reports mentioning that chemical weapons mjght ~ stored ..... - ~ . D-Vt He said it is meant to addl"5 
at the Khamisiyab site before it was demolished in early • "the most serious environmental 
Marcil 1991. He did not explain why troops weren't warned. problem of all - . unchecked J>OPUla}fion growth - an<f°to 
The report is still clasgled, Rastker said, because the CIA help prevent unwan~ p~es and abortions." 
says release would disclose "sources and methods." l 
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----------------Resolution Sought 
To _Pena Standoff 

Tryine to break the looni over 
President Clinton's IIOlllmticn « 
Federico Pena to be energy sec::re­
tary, White House Olief « Stiff 
F.rskine B. Bowles and Sen. Frank 
fl Mmkonki (R-Alaab) met,_ 
terday, with on irnrnediate retolu­
tioo to the~ 

A Senate EnerJy and Nmnl 
Resources Committee vote OD 
Pena· 1m been delayed wl:ile the 
panel battles the White House over 
a prq>oeed ml:el:in ~ site for 
nuclear waste in Nevada, which 
the administration oppoees. 

Bowles tried to ease Murllon­
ki's coocems about the: adminiitla­
tion's J)0litioo-« at least to tepl-' 
nte the 'VCt.e on Pena &-om the 
waste dispute. Aides ~ both 
men to talk apii. Tbe meetm, 
took place one ~ after the ener­
lY panel p)ltp0IJed for a tec:ODd 
time a \IOte 011 Peiia. 

WliteHcueaideland111ofS. _ 
clal &.e to tbe C'UJlfflittee llid ====== Peia'will be eaily cmfinnrd, 
M~Seaate~ 

Lader Tnat Lou (R-Mia) fad 
-~----dlltAlail 

l ... eem.. Clntm'I --- fO 
be llbal- lllnllly.._ "d willlllely 
be cm(iuoed. • But he Aid the 
rwniDatioo ri CIA Director,deiia­
mte Anthony Lake 'baa ICIIDe ~ 
~ questicm.. Both IICIIJim. 
tioq have been delayed while 
RepWicmw wk answen lo <IID' 
tiona about the DClllaleeS' put IC> • 
tMties. 

. '11ie Selllte Labar 111d a.. 
Ream:es O:mnittee •■nn:ed 
Miall,dlltitWaulll••--­
far Hema two web ... tbe 
White HoUle llllftl'I IDqairies. 
wlida it platollDllit.by'nu. 
day. 

-Aseoc:bW Prw 

Normandy Monameat 
I! Pilloried for failm& to build a 

. promiaed wall to hcmol' Ameriam 
vcteram in Fraooe, a Wubiigt.on 
foundation stiD hopes to do 90 and 
pay df aP(.laximatdy $3.S million 
in debts. 

Tom &ker, executive director 
d the Battle cl N«"lmlldy FOlllldt-

tioo, said yesterday that the orga-' 
nization bas reauited a oombe'r cl 
"lroimpeacbahle peop1e• - retired 
four-car generals. a jldge and a 
former member cl Coogres.s-w 
beJp bui1d the wall. 

The foundation, headed by 
Pierre Salinger, the Kennedy 
White House ia-ess aeamr, and 
former ABC Newa oonespondent, 
ii under imieqatiaa bf the FBI. 
Baker aid Che imeltiptiao till i). 
cmed 011 the amniimbll « AA­
thouy C. Stout, a bmiDell mcu­
~ who aeated the fomdatioo 
and was fon:ed out cl it in 199t. 

A number of veterans have 
aqlaiaed that ~ blidation ~ 
oepted the $40 danatians required 
to~ their mmes on the wall but 
failed lo build it. '1t'1 Yery sad that 
we ~ .iust ccme thn:qih me 
~ cl [Wond W,r ll] oeJeln­
ticm aod to have left tbele Yet.er· 
ans . with such a taste in their 
momhl,. Baka- said. 

TbtixPfatii,, howeYel'.,: 
ply 1'111 out cl miey, be aid. .. AJ. 
tbculb It Im DeYa' declared belt 
bankrupt, it ii bankrupt,. Baker 
llid. Be said the foJPdatrcJ has 
been •m~ -xi the "deep pock­
ets' cl its current directoo to keep 

' afloat: • . 
Baker, the orpnizatioil.. pro 

lloooesecutiYe, aid tJ,,o botatica 
hopes that Cqras -.ii mlcJle • 
leplatbi to have the American 
Battle Moourne«s C,0@MiNioa a ~ 
federal aa,eocy, rnainlal a~ ~ 
al prdm tfii- fooodatica lult ea. • • ~ 
er at the bfttWield 'Ibe bmda- ~ 
tioo stiD owes about $500,000 for 
that prciect, plus $3 rnllb in db­
er~ 

. Tbe new board will be asked to • 
look ir wealthy doo0IS to eme 
the f0Wldatioa'1 debts and build 
the wall, Biker aid. Tbe bnla­
tic«, was aeated in 1985 to help 
Oll!DWJl()l'llte the 50th mwnl-

' rJ cl ~ Alied maaioo cl £mope 
aod ..... fmded with '$3 million in 
federal fllllila ailed tbrllQ&lt the 
aiel d • iiiiil"ilMlltne 00ml Jin> 
duoed by the U.S. Mint.: · • 

8am' bad 110 qmmJ with a re­
omt 10001mt 011 CBS, "60 'M.· 
uid' that portrayed tlw- bmdatioo 
II failini to make~ 011 0 com­
~ -"People Ulldentand why 
the wal was not built,~ be sail 

- Bill McAJUa1er 

QU}tttlosJJingtonfo.st 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1997 r --

d said the decision could 
CPTC rqulationa « other 

futures, eocoungina traders 
and aell O\W the couoter, ratb-

00 the CBOT and other ex• 

future " exc:bange markets 
know them is now at risk; said 
Oiaimiao Patrick H. Arbor. 

and CBOT Praident Thom­
u R. ~ c;alled Oll ~ ~ 

t Jepbtiori that ,roald let ex­
axnpete' Oil ID equal footing 

• ~mmeta. 
hi&h ~ ruling comes as 

Coqgrea ii comidering a propoaa] to . 
c:lereeuJate scene kinds cl trading in 
futures and optioiJs. A bill sp0ll90Rd 
by Sen. Richani Lugar CR-Ind.) in­
ciude\ P.~UXII to explicitly eumpt 
off-exchange currency optioos from 
CFTC regulatioa. But the C0Grt said 
those cootracts are already ex.empt. 

... , 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Jessica R. Arons 

cc: 
Subject: WOMEN'S AND CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS RALLY BEHIND LABOR NOMINEE 

Date: 02/26/97 Time: 13: 18 
HWomen's and civil rights groups rally behind Labor nominee 

WASHINGTON (AP) More than a dozen women's and civil rights 
groups banded together Wednesday to urge Senate confirmation 
hearings for Alexis Herman, President Clinton's pick to be 
secretary of labor. 

' ' Is it fair that the professional career and stellar reputation 
of Alexis Herman is being buried in the ashes of deceptive an 
damaging delay, spins of repetitive misinformaton and innuendo, all 
of which point to the possible abuse of the hearing process?" 
asked Dorothy Height, president of the National Council of Negro 
Women, Inc. 

Herman's nomination has been delayed while Senate Republicans 
investigate whether she improperly mixed politics with her duties 
as Clinton's director of the White House Office of Public Liaison. 

Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., chairman of the Labor and Human 
Resources Committee, has said he will schedule a hearing as soon as 
the White House forwards Herman's responses to the committee's last 
round of questions. 

White House officials say the responses should be presented by 
the end of the week. 

The advocates said Herman's work on behalf of women and 
minorities, and her previous experience as head of the Women's 
Department of the Carter administration Labor Department, make her 
a good fit for the secretary's job. 

' 'Alexis Herman is highly qualified for the position of U.S. 
secretary of Labor," Height said. ' 'She's lived a life of taking 
on responsibility.'' 

Height was joined Wednesday at a news conference in the Capitol 
basement by representatives of the National Organization for Women, 
the Feminist Majority, the American Federation of Teachers, the 
Women's Legal Defense Fund, the Young Women's Club of America, the 
National Women's Political Caucus and other groups. 

Feminist Majority President Eleanor Smeal decried what she said 
was Herman's ' 'trial of a thousand leaks." 

' 'She has been right there, fighting for the benefits of working 
people," Smeal said. ' 'She is eminently qualified for the job." 
APNP-02-26-97 1326EST 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Holly Carver 

cc: 
Subject: EDITORIAL: CLINTON MAKES TWO DUBIOUS NOMINATIONS 

Date: 02/25/97 Time: 03:26 
EDITORIAL: Clinton Makes Two Dubious Nominations 

The Providence Journal-Bulletin, R.I. 
Knight-Ridder/Tribune Business News 

Feb. 25--President Clinton's nomination of Labor Secretary-designate 
Alexis Herman seems increasingly imperiled as allegations of political 
corruption continue to swirl around this longtime political operative and 
Democratic Party fund-raiser. 

Indeed, one measure of her supporters' nervousness may be seen in the 
angry declaration from AFL-CIO president John Sweeney that the Senate's 
reservations are "outrageous," and his call for "immediate hearings on the 
nomination of this African-American woman" -- as if congressional concerns 
were centered on her race, and not on the fact that she is a veteran 
political operator with a lot of dubious baggage. 

When partisans like John Sweeney start playing the race card to defend 
Cabinet nominees, you know they are running out of serious arguments. 

Another troubled nomination is that of former National Security Adviser 
Anthony Lake to be director of Central Intelligence. While many of Mr. Lake's 
supporters have derided legitimate concerns about his fitness for the post -­
ascribing opposition, for the most part, to the John Birch Society! -- The 
Washington Post's Jim Hoagland, no right-wing activist, raises an interesting 
point. 

In defending his CIA nominee, President Clinton has bragged that Mr. 



• ., . ' 

Lake was the architect of U.S. policy in Bosnia, and an early advocate of 
expanding NATO, relaxing opposition to the Chinese communist regime, and, as 
Mr. Hoagland puts its, "sticking a finger in Britain's eye by pushing for a 
settlement in Northern Ireland." 

"On these issues and others," asks Mr. Hoagland, "will the President get 
an unvarnished view from Langley?" The answer, in all likelihood, is no -- if 
Anthony Lake is in charge at the CIA's Langley headquarters. Behind his 
mild-mannered demeanor, Mr. Lake is famous for his in-fighting skills and, 
w ithin the White House councils, the relentless advocacy of his own point of 
view. 

As Mr. Hoagland points out, what the country needs at the moment is a 
CIA director who will not be afraid to tell the President the truth, even if 
the truth is at odds with White House policy. There are good reasons to doubt 
that Anthony Lake is the man for that task. 

When the last CIA director, John Deutch, was asked by Congress in 
September about Saddam Hussein's military occupation of northern Iraq, Mr. 
Deutch responded honestly: Saddam had been strengthened by the move, not 
weakened, as the White House was suggesting. That was the end for Mr. Deutch: 
He was unceremoniously dumped as CIA director by President Clinton, with the 
help and advice of (who else?) Anthony Lake. 

ON THE INTERNET: 
Visit projo.com, the online service of The Providence Journal-Bulletin, 

R.I., at http://www.bhip.com/ 

(cl 1997, The Providence Journal-Bulletin, R.I. Distributed by 
Knight-Ridder/Tribune Business News. 
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someone the President truete," notes CBC member Elijah E. CUmings (O-~ryl;jllld.}, 
who also sits on the House transportation .and infrastructure conwittees. 

Both Harman and Slater will face enormous challenges in the next four years 
' if confirmed. llvin Thorncon, a po1itiaal analyst, professor and chairman of the 
department of political science at Howard Onivaraity, aaya affirmative action 
battles will be fought on both fronts . tttabor is where a lot of attirm.ative 
action is carried out and enforoed,• says Thornton, "and billions of contracting 
dollars are filtered th.ougb trangportatiou whioh will ha- to get over Adarand 
hurdles and work around thoge typeg of court deoisions . • Despite the influence 
and power that cabinet secretaries have, Thornton wonder~ whether BeJ:SaD and 
Slater will be limited by Clinton's tendency to mioromanag-e dome5tio policies. 

"Ron lilrown, who dealt with high fin~ce on the iuternational 1,1tage, il,l th• 
iitanda.rd in cerms of the desirable level of power," adds Thornton. Although 
Barman and Slater a~e :both part 0f Clinton's inner circle, "that ie the level to 
Which blacks must ai.pira.w 

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, Alexia Berman; Picture 2, Rodney Slater, Picturas 1 and 2 by 
AP/WIDE WORLD 
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SECTION: Editorial; Pg. Pg. A6 

L8N~TH: 453 wordg 

HEADLINE: secretary of set .Asides? 

eor,y, 

The nomination of Alexi~ Herman, President Bill Clinton'» choice for labor 
secretary, has hit a snag. The Senate Labor and Human ~esouroes Committee wants 
to know how she acquired a 3 .3 percent ownership interest in the Market Square 
p roject on Pen.n~ylvaniQ Avenue with no invc~tment ol her own money. 

Part of the controversy surround9 Ms . He:t'lllan's work as a consultant who 
created and monitored affirmative action plans for developers during the 1980s. 
5he was brought in on a waslti.ngton real estate development deal as one of l2 
limited partners. Although she put up none of her own money, Ms . Merman received 
$ so,ooo in 1987 when one partner sold 70 percent of the project . she still owns 
about l percent of the project, which ia now worth as much aa $ soo,ooo . 
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Ms. Be1:111an'a role in the deal was not unique. Majority developers routinely 
m••t £•d•~•l affirmative aetio~ goala £or gcrvo:i=ment contract• .by bringing in 
•minority partners. But these set-aside quota progr~ma are an open invitation for 
abuae. 

The pro0ees i& s\Lbve~ted when deve lopment contracts involve "front companies" 
minority•OWrt•d firrna -- that enter into arran9ements with white-owned 

companies for the sole purpose of taJcing advantage of set-aside programs. In 
many instances, the minority partners are rewarded not for the investment, 
experience or talent they might bring to the Oe~l, but ror tlleir biological 
o~raoteriatiaa. 

Is the eame true for Ms. Berman' ■ nomination tort~ ot!ice she 1s seeking? 
Certainly, any administration should try to be ~a inolueive as possible. But 
wba.t wo~ld Ma. Ke-.n bring to the job? Her role aD a conau1tant in obt•ining 
eet aeides? Her role, as director or the White HOWie Public Liaison Office, in 
producing a memo for the 1996 Clinton•Gore 0ampaign that tracked the racial 
makeup of the campaign operatives in every state? 'Ia this appointment basically 
• politic•l p•yoft for an expert on political race-norming? 

In recent yea.re, the courts have ruled that the kind or preference program.e 
Ms, Herman ha.a capitalized on are constitutionally 1ndefeneible. The Supreme 
court has said. race-1:lased preterenoes are-_al;J.owal)1e only 1.r Chey are "narrowly 
tailor•d" to addr••• identifiablo past di•orimin.a.tion. 

All labor ee0retary, Ms . HerJDM would be one of the enforcers of federal equal 
opportun1ty laws. She would have a large say 1n tne arraire or many or the 
nation•a bua:l.neaaea . 

GOv~rnment, of oourse, should encourage firms owned by women and minorities 
to eeek contracts and apply for jobs. But this invitation should be limited to 
the lca~t intru5ivc means available to achieve a reaeonable government intere•t. 

Is Ms . Harman the person to do that in an i•rtial manner? 

LOAD-DATJ!i1 February 25, 1997 

"' 

~ A member ol the n«d .tu~, n&.= DOUO 
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► HILL BRIEFS 

D The White House reacted favorably Monday to a 
suggestion by Senate Majority Leader Lott for the 
appointment of four outside experts to propose any ad­
justments in the consumer price index as part of this 
year's budget negotiations. According to an Associated 
Press report, Lott Monday during an appearance be­
fore the National Association of Broadcasters said the 
panel of outside experts should be appointed by Presi­
dent Clinton and Congress. "Give them a limited 
amount of time to give us a [CPI] number, and that's 
the one we'll use," Lott said. White House Press Secre­
tary Michael MeCuny told reporters the administration 
supports the idea of creating a special panel of econo­
mists to weigh the CPI issue. "We've said the same 
thing," McCuny said of Lott's idea. 'That's where we 
think the debate ought to be resolved." 

D Senate Labor and Human Resources Chairman 
Jeffords tentatively plans to hold hearings on the notni­
nation of Labor Secretary-designate Alexis Herman two 
weeks after he receives complete answers to questions 
submitted by the committee to Herman and the White 
House, a spokesman said Monday. The spokesman em­
phasized those answers must be "complete" before Jef­
fords will ~Ja.edule hearings. Toe submission of incom­
plete answers will only delay the nomination process, 
he said White House Press Secretary Michael McCuny 
Monday said President Clinton still is confident Her­
man will get a hearing and will be confirmed. 

0 The Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance Monday 
warned against congressional attempts to revive an 
1866 law allowing counties to claim road rights-of-way 
in federal lands. Congress repealed the law in 1976, but 
grandfathered-in valid existing claims. SUWA Execu­
tive Director Mike Matz said supporters of the law may 
tty to "slip a mickey" into the reauthorization of the In­
termodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act coming 
before Congress this year by inserting provisions reviv­
ing the rights-of-way law. Matz said the law endangers 
parks and wilderness areas by permitting local govern­
ments to build roads in them. Several Western counties 
are pressing claims on public lands. Congress last year 
said regulations under consideration at the Interior De­
partment for processing the claims could not take effect 
unless authorized by Congress. A Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee spokesman said the com­
mittee has no plans to take up the issue. 

0 The Electric Utility Shareholder Alliance Monday 
kicked off an advertising campaign designed to reach 
members of Congress that portrays typical shareholders 
as retirees living on less than $50,000 a year. Running 

National Journal's CongressDaily/A.M! • ! 

in Washington publications in coming weeks while 
Congress is in session, the ads respond to the con­
tention that public utilities are vast, faceless corpora­
tions. Alliance Chairman Bill Steinmeier in a statement 
said 64 percent of utility stock is owned by individual 
investors. The organization is allied with the Edison 
Electric Institute representing investor-owned utilities 
that is seeking tQ limit the extent of federal legislation 
to deregulate electric power and promote competition. 
Separately, a group of business and non-profit con­
sumer associations and companies last week announced 
the formation of a coalition to advocate competition iii 
electricity. Known as Competitive Utility Rates for 
Everyone, or CURE, the group is seeking enactment of 
federal and state legislation to bring a choice of electric­
ity providers to all consumers by 1998. 

a Attorneys researching the contested election of Sen. 
Mary Landrieu, D-La., met last week to review mate­
rial, and are expected to submit to the Senate Rules 
Committee this week their analysis and recommenda­
tions on the case, according to sources. The committee 
may then meet to consider the findings during the first 
or second week of March. GOP nominee Louis 
(Woody) Jenkins lost to Landrieu by just under 6,000 
votes, but has alleged the Landrieu campaign bought 
votes and that some people voted more than once or on 
behalf of dead people. Republican attorney William 
Canfield and Democratic attorney Robert Bauer are re­
searching and analyzing Jenkins' accusations. 

D House Majority Whip DeLay and House Ways 
and Means Chairman Archer have sent a letter to 
Federal Transit Administration Director Gordon Linton 
urging the agency to reopen funding to the Houston­
area transit authority, the Houston Chronicle reported. 
The FrA recently suspended more than $50 million in 
federal grants to the Houston Metro because the transit 
authority no longer uses an FTA-approved affirmative 
action program for contracts. Metro abandoned the 
program because a U.S. district judge considering.a 
lawsuit by contractors ordered.it to stop, saying he 
likely will find the program unconstitutional. ''Metro is 
caught between two branches o/ the government telling 
it to do two completely different things," Archer and 
DeLay wrote. They called on the FfA to "find a solu­
tion short of cutting off funds" while the problems are 
sorted out. Contractors are challenging Metro's pro­
gram to subcontract 21 percent of all contracting work 
to woman- and minority-owned businesses. Delay 
said Linton's letter suspending Metro's -grants "smacks 
of arrogance," and vowed Congress will review the 
FfA's budget. 



WASHINGTON 
White House denies 
data on inquiry sought 

The White House denied Monday that President Clnton TERM LIMITS: U.S. Term Umlts, a lobbying group, said 
asked the Justice Department for Information on Its lnvesti- 18 House membel1 could be subject to "lcarlet letter" nota­
gatlon of whether the Chinese government bad tried to ill&- • tlons on the next .election ballot Voters In nine states have 
gaily tunnel money to the Democratic National Committee. approved a requirement that such notatlon.1 be on the ballot 

Rep. Dan Burton, R·lnd., chairman of the House Govern- next to the name of any representative who didn't follow 
ment Reform and OveBigbt Committee, bad written to At• the state's wishes on term limits. The Howie last week re­
tomey General Janet Reno saying he was Hgravely con- jected various term limit proposals. Three of the 18 are 
cerned" If the report were lnle. from Arkansas, whose scarlet letter provision was Slnlcl< 

White House spokesman Mike McCurry said Bur100 H~ down. The 18: ThOIJIIIS Allen, D-Ma1ne; Blll Bamu, R-Neb~ 
parently has ~ erroneous lnfonnatloo." McCurry added, Dou& Beruecer, R-Neb~ Marion Berry, D-Art.; Pat Danner, 
'The president sought and obtain e Justice I)e. D-Mo.; Diana DeGette, D-Colo~ Jo Ann Emerson. R-Mo.; 
panment Information that to Pl'Ollll!~.uiauct Dick Gepbardt. D-Mo.; Joel eeaey, R<olo.; Kenny Bulshof, 
this nation's f~ cy and natlooal leCUrlty " R-Mo.; Aa Hutcblmon, R-Ark.; Scott Mcinnis, R-Colo~ Dan 
McCUrry re SCblefer, R-Col~ Bob ScbaJrer, R<ol~ David Slalgg.\ D­

EE: President Clnton went to 
whose nomination to be LabOr leClrf!tll~ 

n e Democratic tund-ralslng scandal. 
Among the questions Is whether 

I 

J 

Herman, as a White 8ou,e employ­
ee. may have violated the law when 
her omce or Public Uabon Invited 
Comptroller of the CUrrency Eugene 
Ludwig. a federal banking rea,.ilator, 
to a political meetlD& with Olnton 
and bankers. 

Olnton, at a White Bouse meeting 
with presidents or bla~ colleges and 
unlvenltles Monday, said Herman 
Hdld a superb Job for III as director of 
public liaison (and) with your help 
will be a great secretary of Labor." 

Col~ Ike Skelton, D-M~ Vic Snyder, D-Arlt.; and James 
Talent, R-Mo. (Supreme CGm1. IA) 

NO CLONING: Senate Democratic Leader Tom Dascbie 
f South DaJal(a quipped that" the prospect of cloning a bu• 

belJll has prompted a list or people he wants to be sure 
not cloned. '-rhere Is, a list that 111 dlvuJ&e at some point 

In e tuture." be said with. a smile. 

FICATION: A story Monday should have said 
"Mack" Mclan;y ls"Presldent Clnton's special en­

Latin America, and It was In that capacity that he 
times In 1996 with Mark Jimenez, a Miami busl­

wbole company has extemlve deallnp In Latin 

chairman keeps low profile 
_ _ . • - l.ah?r Committee Cbalrman Jim J Nlcbol9on, the new chairman of. the Republican 
Jelrords, R•Vl, said Hermans conftrmatlon bearfna II Ilk&- N Committee and the party's leading spokesman, Is I 

ly to take place In March, depending on when the White I a low national pre11 proa!e. JD dee nearly six I 
ouse responds to questions abollt her and barrtn& tu.rtber he has tllnled down most requesu tor major proa!e 

tlons 1'-t might cloud the nomination. • . tervlews and l)Ollponed 1.qvltallons to appear on the net• . 

N•·:r ••uSION· works' SUnday political talk sbows. 
" -. • Expandlna the U.S.-led N Meanwhile, his newly elected 

l tary to former satellite states ot the Democralic counter1)al't. Colorado 
will cost the States no more than on•. year Gov. Roy Romer, Is making the me-
for 10 years, the said In Its llrst com- dla rounds, even thougb his party 1s 
prebenslve rt!port on the subject U.S. payments would be under lire for poalble illegal tund-
less than 1091, or the total llnanclal burden, Wblcb will fall raising. Romer faced the music Sun-
moslly on the new members and the 15 other current mem- day 011 ABC's This Week. 
bers, omcials said. The admlnlstatlon put the total cost at Political reporters are beginning to 
$27 billion to $35 billion. The Congremtonal Bucllet omce a wooder whether Nlcholson, far less 
year ago said the cost could reach S 125 billion. experienced with the media than 

'Cravenly,' president takes the time 
Romer, Is a. little unsure of blmselt 
having to follow the loquacious Haley 
Barbour In the GOP post Not ao, says 
spokeswoman Mary Crawford: "He's 
had bis pr1or1tles In places other than 

the media. like putting together a llnance staff and taking 
care of a $10 m1llloo debt" left over-from the '96 campaign. 

°'wford ays Nlchollon, a former Republican commit• 
teeman trom Colorado, also Is tending to party-building 
bustnes, appearing last weekend at the C8llforlnla Slate 
GOP cooventlon In Sacramento and In Delaware Monday 
at a late GOP dinner. • 

But the Wllshlngton media are getting restless and calling 
for the Repulbllcan chief to come out and play. Be patient, 
Crawford says. "He's eetting ready to devote a little more 

. lrGo,y-....- time to IL" - Richard Benedetto 
Freebie: President Clinton shows off an $18 watch he 
was given by Barry Munltz. chancellor of the Ca.lllomla 
State University system, after the president said the 
large numbers were easy on his aging eyes. 'It's the 
first watch I've ever seen that I don't need gla.sses for,' 
sald the SO.year-old president 'The more expensive 
they are, the smaller the numbers gel' Munltz., who 
chairs the American Council on Education that Clinton 
was about to address, took off the watch and gave It to 
Clinton. 'And cravenly, as we politicians are, I took It • 
without blinki~g.' Clinton said. 

I 

By Paul Leavitt 
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Going to Bat for a Nominee 
Preaid~ Clinton praised hia nominee for Labor 
Secretary. Alexis M. Herman, lower right, in a White 
House ·m.ceting yesterday with preaidenta of black 

1, .. 

colleges and wuveraities. Mr. Clinton aa.id Ms. Her­
man, whose nomination ·has been stalled in the 
Senate, "will be.a '1'eat Secretary of Labor." 

Sl1t New !!fork Sime~ 
TUBSDA Y, FEBRUARY 25, 1997 



· No Herman hearing pending query result 
By Brian Blomquist 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

A Senate committee won't bold 
a hearing on President Clinton's 
nominee for labor secretary, 
Alexis M. Herman, until three or 
four weeks after she has answered 
about 100 questions related to her 
role in the Democratic fund­
raising scandal, her personal fi­
nances and other issues. 

Sen. James M. Jeffords, Ver­
mont Republican and chairman of 
the Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee, sent the que­
ries to Miss Herman on Friday. He 
said they deal with "five different 
areas:' but be wouldn't be specific. 

However, Mr. Jeffords already 
bas shown an interest in: 

• How Miss Herman, while she 
was chief or staff at the Demo­
cratic National Committee, came 

to own about $500,000 worth of 
downtown property without put­
ting up any of her own money. 

• Miss Herman's role in a fund­
raiser attended by Mr. Clinton, 
DNC officials, 17 bankers and the 
comptroller of the currency, Eu­
gene Ludwig, whose invitation 
came through Miss Herman's of­
fice. 

• Whether Miss Herman and 
Ernest G. Green, as high-ranking 
officials in President Carter's La­
bor Department, inappropriately 
accepted consulting fees from re­
cipients of grants and contracts, 
which they se_nt out in the final 
days of the Carter administration. 

• Whether Miss Herman vio­
lated the Hatch Act by directing a 
White House working group aimed 
at getting blacks to vote for Demo-
crats. . 

• What role Miss Herman had in 

hiring an employee of the DNC to 
work as a "volunteer" in the White 
House Office of Public Liaison, 
which she directed. 

Despite recent pleadings for a 
swift bearing from the White 
House, labor leaders, and groups 
representing blacks and women, 
Mr. Jeffords said yesterday the 
schedule for a hearing "is very ten­
uous right now." 
• The purpose of the questions, 
Mr. Jeffords said, is to allow sen­
ators to focus on Labor Depart­
ment issues when the hearing fi- . 
nally takes place. 

"What I'm trying to do is to get 
the hearing focused on the Labor 
Department and what kind of sec­
retary she would make:• be said. 

He said the other senators on the 
• panel would "at least_have the an­
swers" in written form to ques­
tions about Miss Herman's busi-
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ness dealings and other issues. 
Mr. Jeffords said the commit- ' 

tee's Republican staff came up 
with the questions to ask Miss Her­
man. He said ()emocratic staff 
members were not asked to coine 
up with their own questions. 

The White House effort to save· • 
Miss Herman's nomination has in­
tensified in the last several days. 
Mr. Clinton said yesterday Miss 
Herman would make a "great"•la­
bor secretary. He also spoke in her 
behalf last Thursday. • 
. At a White House meeting with 
presidents of black colleges and 
universities, Mr. Clinton singled 
out Miss Herman, saying she "did 1 ,, a superb job for us as director of 
public liaison [and] with your help 

1 
will be a.great secretary of labor." 

On Friday, White House Chief of 
Staff Erskine Bowles met with 75 \ 
representatives from labor, wom-
en's and ci~rights groups to urgel 
them to ratchet up their support 

• for her confirmation. 



.. 
'. 

' ... .. • . 



Wellstone's trek in~~ ~t~~n her database 
. _ ~._.-.$en. Paul Wellst~~-tQ__ ._ ~y think that surely your me: 

- - · . • Mlk in the footsteps-m'Mtierni. umtaining private information 
Kennedy, whose visit to Mlssis- about race and religion that uni­
sippi 30 years ago publicized bun- versities and companies-are pro-
ger and poverty in the South." hibited from collecting about you, 

In May, the Minnesota Demo- will be denied to anybody outside 
crat will retrace Mr. Kennedy's the office," the columnist said. 
1967 trip to the Mlsmsippi Delta, "You may be mistaken. Clinton 
Associated Press reports, hinting lawyers have written Congress 
at a possible run for the presi- repeatedly that 'the Privacy A.ct 
dency by the senator in 2000. [S U.S.C. 552a] does not apply' to 

"I am going to travel the length the White House Office. 
and breadth of this country, as "Unless~-
Robert Kennedy dld 30 years ago lenged, thaµneans that tbe4ata 
and as Eleanor Roosevelt dld dur- will _(O ~1o the Clinton 
Ing the Depression, to observe In :row. There It available 
the race or American pcJYerty- to all'," Mr:Sa11 ... -a1.i 
not from behind a Senate desk, .-' 
but in the streets, the villages and 
neighborhoods of those in dis- . 
treas:• Mr. Wellstone said at Har- i 
vani University recently. , • de 

Peter Edelman. a former J<en./ 
nedy aide who last year quit the: 

e more we loot at Presi­
Clinton'a nomination or 
• Herman Ill be labor secre-

Ointon administration to protest 
welfare reCorm lejislation • • 
by the president, ls.helping Mc 
Wellstooe plan the trip. • 
former Kennedy aide, • 
Goodwin, Is encouraging the 
eral senator to run for presi 
reporter Philip Brasher sai 

The White House's 
financed computer da 
not only "an unpreceden 
abuse or federal power In 
fund raising:• but an Inv 
privacy, too. 

So writes New York Times col• 
umnist William Satire, who says 
the computerized list of 355,000 
names represents "the rape of in• 
divldual privacy." 

The columnist calls the data· 
base "Hlllary's Ust," because the 
first lady was personally involved 

• the more we wonder what 
the White House could have been 
thinking," the Wall Street Jouma) 
says in an editorial. 

"A.mid a campaign­
contributions maelstrom, they 
name a person - the director of 
the White House Office of Public 
Liaison - who la almost certainly 
at or near the eye of the stonn 
(yes, we know, she-was oblivious 
to lt all, never came in contact, 
etc.). Now comes evidence of the 
rankest sort or quo1a.llllllll[erin£ 
by the person nominated to heaa 
one of the nation's most work· 
force-sensitive offil:4:S." the news­
paper said. 

. The editorial cites a chart ere• 
\ated for and "ln consultation 
• "th" a working group headed by 

Herman that recommends 
q In hiring blacks for the 
Clinton -election campaign. 

Beca Labor Depar1ment 
polices affir ·ve-action policl.es 

Inside 

or companies 
with the 
tary'a position 
someone with 
sensitivity, two 
ously li1 evidence 
nee," the newspaper 

Haddnfor 
Sen. 1bo:1Harkln 

candidate rqr governor 
but the liberal 
yet ready to commit 

"Don't try • 
he said ln a 
Iowa Public 
sponse to questl 
centp 
state an e 
quit her job 

But some • 
ments might to 
thlnkhewiU 

"We need 
in thls state, 
ershlp that people 
of thls t's 
wha ble," be said . 
i Sunday. 

ls March 1998. 

• Sen. 'n-ent Lott, Mississippi Re· 
publican and Senate 1111,jority • 
leader, complained to broadcast· 
ers yesterday· about liberal bias at 
the 'IV networts. 

Mr. Lott's words to the National 
Association or Broadcasters. 
whose president ls Eddie Fntb - • 
a former classmate at Ole Miss -
held speclal weight because Mr. 
Lott last year saved the industry 
from • billions Cor future 
~channels. 

"Eddie, I grit my teeth and 
bold ll.lY tongue because or my 
friendship with you;· But the net· 
worb fet under my skin ,ome. 
ti.mes, have to tell you." Mr. Lott 
said. , 

"I still think they are prej• 
udlced. I still think they are bi• 
ased toward the liberal side and a 
number-of other areas," Mr. Lott 
said, when asked by a broad• 
caster in the audience how the in­
dustry coµJd improve. 

Mr. Lott quiclcly added he 
hasn't had any difficulties with 
the networks himself and said Re• 

publicans are part of the prob­
lem. Associated Press ~ports. 

'•··CiiffiPutii 6ackflre 
Computer users opposed to 

state regulation of the Internet 
have flooded the Nebraska Capi­
tol with e-mail Some legislators 
are outraged, saying the "harass· 
ment" underlines the need for 
government action. 

A number of senators who 
were buried under hundreds or 
messages say the campaign 
shows exactly why regulation ls 
needed, United Press Intern&· 
tional rewrts. nie avalanche or 
anti-regwatory mail, said state 
Sen. Owen Elmer, '"just com· 
pletely jammed up the works." 

Some senators recelved 64 let· 
ters ln one day from the same 
person, the Omaha World-Herald 
said. The peak volume hit 300 
messages per day. 

Giant sucking sound 
"'lbat Slicking 1101J11d you bear 

ls reaching for Chris Dodd." Roll 
can said yesterday. 

The comment concluded an 
editorial that outlined the Con· 
necticut senator's links to shady 
fund ralai.ng by the White House 
and Democratic National Com· 
mittee when Mr. Dodd was gen­
eral chairman of the latter. 

Timely gift 
President Clinton yesterday ac­

cepted an S18 watch as a gift 
from Barry Munitt. chancellor or 
the California State University 
system, and used It as a 
campaign-finance re!orm prop. 

"I took it without blinking," Mr. 
Clinton told the American Coun• 
cll on Education, w~ chairman 

is Mr. Munitz. "It's the f°ln>. 
I've ever seen that I don't -
glasses for. The more expensiv.:, 
they are, the smaller the numbers ,. 
get." • 

Mr. Clinton raised his wrist to 
show the audience his new watch, 
after saying: 

"We're all ln a lather Up here In 
Washington these days about 
campaign contributions. Every­
body hates them, but nobody 
wants to go to public funding. So 
we seem destined to some period 
of hand-wringing. 

"And since we're in the spirit or 
full disclosure, I have to tell you 
that, in addition to my coming 
here today, I received a gratulty, 
which I intend to dlsclose to the 
whole world." 

Gay outreach 
President Clinton-yesterday 

created a l)OSition In the Public 
Liaison Office to handle outreach 
to homosexuals. 

Mr. Clintoo named ruchard 
Socarides, a homoseltUal aide, to 
the posf ot specla1 assistant to the 
president and aenior adviser for 
public lialsoo. 

"In hla new ~ Socarldes will 
serve the py and lesbian com­
munities as well as addltiooa1 
constltueociea," the White House 
said. An 81lminlatration offldal 
said Mr. Socarides will also ban· 
die White House outreach to la· 
bor, civil rights, health and lilV I 
A.IDS groups. 

Mr. Socarl.des has served Oil 
the boards or directon of the 
Lambda Legal Derense and Edu­
cation F\md and the C., and Les· 
bian Alliance Against Delama· 
lion. He was a leadlnK orpnlzer 
in 1995 of the first Wliite House 
conference on HIVI.AIDS. 
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Jeffords says panel ready to hold Jabot nominee's hearings 
n,~/ltJJ 

·-~ MONTJ>iUER - U.S. Sal. 
.hmt:s JeB'onfs, l-Vt., raid his 
LboJ and HlllltlD Rtso1rtes 
Commillee ldl flltllly llold heir· 
iJIS on 'Prcsiwt Ctiaa's em­
liaaal DOl!linoc lO i~ lie u­
bor l)qiartmeal. 

~ Jdfoids, who m 1ppoiud 
lflaimtan of 1k comlllinu this 
'flt', said lie wovld sdic•de 
~p on tk Joo,-dd,)d 
pominaliol ot Am Htmu. 
1)e htatit,s ... , been Dn 101d 
~ Suate Rtpublicans invcsti­
~ Hemian's rolc in Democntic 
il~effints. 

-i 9il be mnouociq ll<lld1y 
IJ!at, deptndias OI cetta1o tbql, 

we will be koldiog hearia&s, • Jef. 
fU'ds ml. "We'Yc llOt sc( I Uk 
atllrispejnt." 

Hermn's 1ommarion hs 
boeo pbped ahaosr Crom ils i• 
« J)tiOI two axmths af&O "by lea· 
nlions ilat Ille Wbjte Hoose fl. 
£ice 1he mmagal dariai Cf11tno's 
firs! 1cm1 ns iapropedy iu­
vol¥d iD ~c W{ais­
in,. MOIi otkt ldirities, the 
c.llb i!Yited I mer fedcnl 
bank ttpltlOr lo alfcml I Whitt 
Roua mectin& lietW'Cal Clitm 
md Democruc coalri,ttcn io 
1M banki III iDcf mtry. 

Hemao ir Lie only - or 
Cliniaa's Cabinet c6oics wbo 
Im IOI beto C<llllJl1ltd or placed 
011 the Scnale'r c:ani. re.- a 
fflalll, 

Jelfords' t'Olllmbee bu been 

al the mnr.r : 
of. irmsti- ·: 
J tliOI ud •• 
tlJe incrcaq I 

criticism Offl 
lhe stalled 
I OIIUJltk>o. 

teuon. tJiq' re ,aolY. fJec hi do 
that Bat Jbe desems a k1tn11, 
A11d Jf she gets ~ heating. she's 
&ai llJ Co be o:dinwt.· 

. Jdfords said Saturday !UL lbc 
mfl1s bn been laqdy ~ result 

.l.asl ""- of new disdosms abolit fJer. 
Clidoo alffl-
..1.:-J tbal _,..__..... mo'11ckiafundmsi111-
,._, ... ,. Jama hffotls 
le/fords bs "llt Mile Baise bas bu11 
aJGed IDo kNlc llili Heima.n a...u:... • • ... id. •c­
bnJqs and thll "it'sdme ID get ,......,,,. it a;,, ,.. a ":"'1 

oo ._.b lhi.L • . day t.bc,c's tan new mdatm 

"I cfoa't know 1lllt tu bas .. , l~ thiqs _w>s btal io­
CJCS' beca I peaao aallinakd lot ,olYcd 11. - Her 10YOM1DC11 ln ; 
=mrr of Jaber 1ba1 had as Mike Boese .fud nisq a 
mvc!t bJOad nppod .ia tlie llmi- what's MlldiDJ np llU llOIII.I• 
Desi 111d lie llbor COll'Dllll~a, • .lt8tioa.. 

~: ~ 1a ~,.;: 
0

Jelbds aid II., ilteods IO l). 

a.is his panel's mi~• oo i,SOC$ • nn: Lke hearings, wl!t11 they d 
RI., lo Ramn's qtalifk,cioB Late pltce. co110CDtra1e 01 .iuuc 
• labm-semtlt)'. rtlatin ID htr btq semtacy u 

"We 111 cfOUII ~ fag we nol oomntrltt on lmlcvmcic:s 
dOllld be dain, in order ID,_ Jdarda 1ail. 

# ., .4 - I ~ ♦ • N,. • • O . !P, :~ C ". 'fl J?'j • E2!i 
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_;_---REVIEW &' OUTLOOK 

· · Quota Person 
The • more we look .at 'President chart ls th~ proerammattc m1nd-set 1( 

Clinton's nomination -ot Alexis Her- . displays. -Indeed, the ~ .1s of a.; 
. man to be Labor secretary 'the )nore : . piece with the very same sort o{'.docu~ 
we wonder what -.the , .White. Ho.use ~. ment ~ AU(ijSt laid out ~c, 
could have been ··~ . Ali'qif a\ ·:.:fl\lQ~~l!ll~.fordel~.tO:~e 
campatgn-eontributlons .: .maelsU'Om, : ·Democ.niliC:;;~ventlon-"~l ;,-.8.Q~ . 
they name a· person-pi~.:~ ~·1ot-' : .. .unpf~ent •• ~tlve : act;lon~~ 
the White House Office-of Publlctlai- grams with specific goals and tlmeta· 
son-who ls-almost certa1nly at or bles for: African Amertcans, Hlspan· 
near the eye of the storm .(yes, we tcs, Native Ame~~. ~lan/Paclflc 
know, she was oblivious to ltall, never Americans and women,-· :~Review & 
came 1n contact, etc.). Now comes ev.· Outlook, .. ~11te Qu<>~ : Gon!~~~" . 
ldence of the rankest sort -of quota- 8/ 26/ 96). ••. • •• • ~· ·\' • .t·:·,~·;... • 
mongerlngbythepersonno~tedto , _: •. one exculpatocy·.~nse 'uf ;a11 \ 
jhead one of the nation's _most work· . th1s mlght be that:the· ~ocrats}·tn- •I 
jforce-sensltlve offices. . • • • terruu • political .atranrements ~are 
I The White House tells us that the their own_ business. we· agree. The 
,chart below was part of a larger memo more compelling image to:-~~lherge 

• • . fropi .these practlcesr ·how· 
ever, ls,•.~t:of a 1*-tY.•~ '-

ti~ . ~d ·::~ti~.nt t\\•. ons .. e , · n_o,;.ma,_. . 
amli a- cclWI •-· ccn ~moderM8'rJie~~~ 
- - _,.._ - · ouf for .- tiroadiir piilin~·~conJ~ 

.sumpt,ton. Indeed. li was 
IIS • wtdefyreported Ql!li.Mr. Clln­
... • ton was. under enormous post­

election pressure 1n naming 
his CabiI1i!t from • "women" 
and "labor" and "minori· • 
ties." • ... .... 

And yet once Ms. Heiman 

... 
• II -

!M 1s Secretary· Herman we're 
. ·SUpposed to believe that- all 
this .Democratic reality foe$ 
away, that the operat1Je the­

._ ory 1s "mend it, don't etid it," 
• and thaUn tuaormal,,rubm,18· 

Ill stons to .. ·the ~r-.:pepart- -
111111 .-~ent .Texaco won1:,i1'ife,.to : 
ea prod~ a ~ Just_:~ :tlle"_. 
.... ' . .one.Alexiili :. • • ~e~ '· 

... : ' for ' the Clln~ .. •,:· • ·-:. . 
..... 1...; ," ' ~ ;!'~ ,,; 

•
' ' _.... . • • .. ~~. ··,·~:;f.;,":_ 

AB cases like ,Texa(:018~· • 
show, the ~ .are~\-
out to be .the decade 1n whlchj 
our 114tl.onal controversy over-~ 

. . • , . ·-race moves beyond the acad~. 
created for and "in consultation with" emy , to reside :In .-the corporation. 
a working group headed by Ms. Her- Along with the EEOC, the. Labor I;>e- .. 
man during her White House• tenure. partment ls '&t ctmter stage,. l.(8.bor'.s.­
The memo 1s t1Ued "Proposal to ·En• Offl,ce ofFederal.Coiitractt:»mpllancf 
hance Administration Ou~ to the Programs re~ly polices m°'1 ~r:::, 
Afrtcan·Amerlcan Community Jn twle .500 companies on thelr ·aftlima• 
1996." Its .existence was first i:eported tlve action practices1:;tl\l'O)Jih the fed-' 
by two weeklies, the Forward and Hu• eral contract· connection, Labor. has 

• man Events. . the power to re&'Ulate more:than. half . 
: Now. 1t 1s obviously a_pproprla~ for 9f the .~omy. Pre.dJelY :for .. these. • 

·,
1
the White House to reach out to the reasons,;;.:the ~ .'~~!s Job 
Afrtcan·Amertcan commwiity, and should:¢o:to:~~~tjµdi, • 
agrressively, 1n a Prealdential' cam· m~t~~f.ffl1ra1ti'1Q.t::ob­
paign. What 11 striking about th1a . .' v1ously 'iiiividqce',m'.tiifs iiominee. . 

• • ·~ .. ~!.:~,,-.,.?.:.·~ .''\·~ . • 1i.~ .. ; 



• . 'Rat In Ii box' 
Sull!I McI>ou& th, convicte4 

Whitewater tliuie, la dol!li jail 
time for refuain& to answer ques­
tions before a iP'Md Jury. But she 
ii happy to speak out on national 
television, eapeclally when the 
111bject Is independent co.unsel 
Kenneth W. Starr. 

'Mr. Starr "Is like a rat In a -. 
box," Mrs. McDoupl ~d In an 
interview with 'Iony Snow 'of "Fax 
New, Sund«y!' . 

"Someone hit, one side, and b1r 
l'l1lll to tho other aide. They hit 
that aide, and he runs to the other 
side: He Is tr\lly trapped." 

Alked it abe woulcf be willlna 

Inside 

to teatity beCore a arand Jury with 
a different Independent counsel, constitutional rlabt to-participate 
Mn. McDoupl replied: "Abao- • In pollt!ca, a constitutional riabt." 
lutely. 'Ibis Is-°' ~d lnveatlia• Mr. McCoonail aald. 
tion. I don't tb=iill: •• out • 
there doean't • t Ken- IJberallam fNUX 
neth Starr bu a riabt• ~-bid · 
hatred .ot the president llld tM--...... • ···"'Corlaervatlvel haw dellpted 
tlrst lady." ' IAJ!li!ntina out. that CilnlOG : 

·• 

·CS 

dreoed In their c:lotb1na lmmedi· 
Twelve w.... • atelybeloreand4urinathe1994 FonnerNewJme1• . Jim 
~ caau>alan." wr1te1 Irwin M. SteJ. Florio baa decided aplnat • 

Sen. Mitch McConnell, appear- zer~ ot ~tory poUey · for a rematch wilh Gov. 
lni OD NBC'I "Meet the Preas," atudiea at the American enter- 1bdd Whitman In November, 
tofd Sena. John McCain and Rua- • prile 1nititute. • New York Time, report,. · 
sell FelDaoid that their camJ>&lin• "But they m lea eaaer to ad· Mr. ~~t, wu 
llnance•re!onn bill II "blatanUy mlt that 1hat waa then alid tbll II ZWTOWiy· by Mrs. Whit• 
UIICODltltutional." • now, that llnc.e ~ bill ,ee. man In i!Xlhfter MrYtni ooe 

"I Just lot, two <!«ya 110, a let• ond term, the pruldent bu redll- • tlnn. . • .: 
ter tram the Amerlean Civil Lib- • COY9Nd the vlrtuee of activllt . . Mr. Florio aa1d be W!?illd 111p-
ertiea Union, slaned by their iiovernment. new tu:ai and a • port Rep. Robert E. Andrews, 
counael, represe11q tbeJr na- budiet doomed to perpetual lm• who replaced Mr, Florio in Con-
tional view on tbil year'I version ·balance. • . areu "'hen the Jatte,r became 

• of McCaln-FeinaOld," aald Mr. ·"Tbil la ooe CilntDn tllp-flop 1ovenior in 1989, 
McConnell, l<eQtuc:lcy Republl•. that ~:to la· . Tbe 59-~Mr. Florio aa1d 
can. "It II unconstitutional in at nore, !orto acm,w it would tbll doeszi1tmean he'l out ofpo:. 

• -leut 12 clitferentwaya, and . . . . be to admit that redux U~ life. . • . 
with all due respect-to JIIY trlend . II abroad In tbe land," Mr. Stelzer . ·. "I am not IOin& twr/," he told 
Rua, Ilill B~dley'a IOt It fi&bt. U . Aid.in the Weekly Standard. .. . . the newspaper. • 
you want to pt Into tbll fteld, " . . . Ullfornmately tor CQGMr• • 
you're IOin& to haw to amend the Yltiwl, 'fflllitthey bead tbe . . To ttae ·po1nt 

The Democratic Senatorial 
Clmpalp Committee la bavlni .. 
bard time drawini any lntere.t In 
a March 24 fund-raiser In Los 
ADcelea, eventhouib President 
Clinton will appear. • 

The reason: The dinner will 
• take place OD the IIIIDO night u 

the Academy Award.a, "which 
ranks far bJaber !)D Hollywood's 
acale ot priorities than breakina 
bread with. the.president," says 
US. News & World Repon, 

Pim Amendment to ifve the aav· . orNidemolf it the tfacal pua, -
ernment the l>0\'1$1' to control all they will loee the 1laht to make· It't bard to keep.a IOCref in tbe • 
of tb!,-5tica1 speech." • ~t IIDl11er and lea in~ Wbite·Houae, wrftea Loa Alieelol • Publlaber Steve Forbes Is let• 

Forbes'""1sion 
Mr. old, Wiacollsin Demo:· trusive. For Clintoll b,a1 learued . Times eollllllllist Janw PIDJcer. lni very much like a presidential 

crat. and • McCain, Arizona two tricks with wblcb they cannot ton, who abould·lalow. He worked candidate, but he says be will 
Republlcan, arsuec1 that their lea· seem to cope: corporate Joot1na • there for Prealdent Blifb.' wait UDtil after the 1!198 electlona 
lalatioa bad palled muater with • and recuJation by ltealtb." • • , Al an example. Mr. Pinkerton before maklJli up bll mind. 
COllltitutional ICbolm. But Mr. • • • pointa to Robert L. ~. ca• "In 2000, on the Republican 
McCoonell, adclrualna host Tim """"'.'. ~- 7p;:.,:0;.;t•;•·":ic1reami:'.::=....,· ..... reer lntelllpnce otncer liow wilh lide, lt'I wide open,". Mr. Forbes 
Ruaaert. c:ontmued·tnc!nnce bll the National Security Courlcil. • told Rptariana at a·luncbeon In 
lne-apeecb ·ll'i\llDIDt. • Reform hri:y fc~ ~ , - . ~thoush bll 'title la director • Wllininiton. Del, Jut week. , 

"We're talldria about 8ivlni.to Perot iln\nillns out a third try - for Allan aff&lrs, l!1e la !!l !act ft~ • He !'&I tbrouah a list ofpoasi- • 
tbe IOYernment the power to abut for the presidency. • leveU down in tbe White House • • ble rivall for the GOP. IIOllllna· 
up Individuals, eroupa, candl· "My dream II that tbe two par- bureaucracy:'~-~ • tlon, lncl\ldlna defeated vice pres: ' . 
dates and parties, and what. tia will face the problema mid.- . . writea. • ldentlal candiilate Jack Kemp, 
kicked otr tbla debate, nm, it'I lolve the probJema that caUIOd ua • "He reporta to a apecia1 uaia- retired Gen. Colin Powell, Ohio 
linponant to remember, la llleaal to-create ibla party •. ," Mr. Perot tant to the prealdent; wbo reporta Rep. John R. .Jwlcb and 'Ima' • 
contrlbutlona. Thia la an ln(looe.: Aid OD NBC~ "Meet the Preu" . to a depuv aaiaWJt to·the pre,- . Gov. Gecqe W. Bulb, Reuters 
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BC-Organization Woman,780 

WASHINGTON TODAY: Money and politics are common themes with Herman 
With BC-Bio Box-Herman 
By DONALD M. ROTHBERG= Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) Rumpled, gruff, street-smart Paul Tully always opened thE 
meetings with exaggerated politeness. ''Madam, and how are you today?'' 
Slender, cool Alexis Herman unfailingly responded in her soft Alabama drawl, 
''I'm just fine, Paul.'' 

Then the battle began, Tully demanding more money for Democratic campaigni 
and Herman keeping a firm hand on the purse strings. 

In that 1992 campaign year, Tully, then the Democratic Party ' s political 
director, smelled victory and was always looking for more money for this or 
that House or Senate campaign. As party executive director, Herman was the 01 

who often had to say no. 
Now, President Clinton is pressing a Republican-run Senate to say yes to 

Herman's nomination to be secretary of labor . 
''She deserves a hearing and if she gets a hearing she's going to be 

confirmed,'' Clinton said last week. Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., chairman of 
the Senate Labor Committee, has said he will not schedule a hearing until he 
gets answers to questions about Herman's past activities. 

As so often is the case with Herman, most of the questions involve money 
and politics, particularly her work for Democratic causes while on the White 
House staff. 

Among the questions being asked : _What role did she have in arranging- the 
White House coffee klatch that gave political contributors from the banking 
industry a chance to chat with the president and the government's chief 
banking regulator? 

White House officials say documents show that Herman did not attend the 
event and did not know that it was arranged by the Democratic National 
Committee and that Comptroller of the Currency Eugene Ludwig was on the gues· 
list. 

Yet Herman's strongest supporters describe her as highly organized, a 
master of detail. 

''Alexis is a very strong manager,'' said Mark Steitz, who was 
communications director of the DNC when Herman was executive director and 
Tully was running the political division . 

''The skill of knowing how to understand people, understand situations an· 
manage them, those were the things that allowed her to be the tough cop to R 
Brown's always smiley, funny cop,'' said Steitz. Brown, who later became 
Clinton's commerce secretary, was party chairman and Herman's political 
patron. 

When Clinton took office in 1993, Herman was named director of the White 
House Office of Public Liaison. ~ 

Clinton has described Herman as one of Brown's closest advisers. When the 
commerce secretary was killed in a plane crash in the Balkans last April, 
Herman played the lead role in making arrangements for his funeral. 

Herman's White House job involves building coalitions around issues and 
working with constituency groups, especially when they are unhappy. Her 
ability to mingle and sooth ruffled feelings earned her the sobriquet ''Quee 
of Schmooze. ' ' 

' 'I feel like I've known Alexis forever,'' said Bill Lynch, who was a 
deputy mayor of New York during the administration of David Dinkins. Lynch 
worked with Herman and Brown when they joined the Jesse Jackson presidential 
campaign just before the 1988 Democratic National Convention. 

''She has this kind of genteel facade,'' said Lynch . ''But she's tough as 
nails inside and takes no prisoners.'' 

The 49-year-old Herman was born into politics in Mobile, Ala. Her father 
sued the state Democratic Party to force it to give blacks the vote. He late 
became the first black ward leader in the state. 

President Carter named her director of the Women's Bureau in the Labor 



Department . When she left government service, Herman formed a company tc hel 
recruit black women for corporations . 

The Rev. Calvin Harper worked with Herman in the mid 1980s . when he was ir. 
charge of recruiting for the research and development division of Procte~ & 
Gamble Co . 

Herman was hired to help employees ''develop the skills to help them 
function in the corporate environment.'' 

Harper cited the case of a black woman with a doctorate in biochemistry 
who was having difficulty fitting in at Procter & Gamble. 

''A good scientist but having trouble working into the system,'' he said. 
Herman pointed out the need to get the woman plugged into the informal c~mpa 
network that involved socializing over lunch or at the company fitness club. 

''Alexis was able to make that kind of thing happen and this young lady 
now is probably at the associate director level,' 1 said Harper. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Donald M. Rothberg has covered politics and national 
affairs in Washington for The Associated Press since 1966 . 
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Jeffords's shady tactics 

By Thomas Oliphant, Globe Columnist, 02/23/97 

WASHINGTON 

Off his independent record and as a product of 
fair-minded Vermont, Senator James M. Jeffords 
should know better than to play the race card. 

The fact that he doesn't demonstrates just how deep 
and ugly America's historical race stain is. 

The new chairman of the Senate Labor Committee 
can shout till all of his state's famed dairy cows come 
home that he refuses to hold a hearing on the 
nomination of Alexis Herman to be secretary of labor 
because he is trying to resolve "questions" and 
" issues" about her. He loves to use the word "fair." 

But that's all baloney, and worse. 

The deeper truth is that Jeffords's decision to cast his 
lot with Lott (as in Trent) and help orchestrate a 
smear· campaign against Herman that has no 
evidentiary basis is taking temporary root in the most 
foul of soils. 

The only reason Jeffords's tactics have held up the 
nomination so far is that they feed off the unspoken 
asswnption that there must be something to 
investigate in the background of a highly successful 
business consultant and politician (driving a Jaguar, 
no less) who happens to be a black woman. 

The premise is accepted by white people and is 
especially pernicious because the acceptance is 
instinctive, tacit and unexamined - all evidence of 
how serious our continuing national problem 
remains. So is the fact that most white people recoil 
in horror when the underlying prejudice in their 
behavior is analyzed. Jeffords already recoiled, but 
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·that doesn't let him off the hook. 

The fact is that white men from both parties with 
Alexis Herman's background and record in 
government, business and politics have been 
confirmed by the dozens for senior positions in 
defense, intelligence, energy, housing, transportation, 
scientific work, and Jeffords has routinely voted for 
them. 

The fact is that his refusal to air the Herman 
nomination in public - which would result 
immediately in her confirmation - has nothing to do 
with White House coffees or other campaign matters. 
In private, one-on-one discussions with senators 
(including Lott), there is no question she hasn't 
answered. 

But it gets worse. The real source of the political 
trouble is Jeffords' desire to turn her professional life 
for the past decade-plus upside down and inside out. 
It's been done to her before and always with the same 
result: nothing, not even a charge. 

The origin is in 1981, after the Republicans had taken 
the Senate and Ronald Reagan the presidency. Sen. 
Orin Hatch, Republican of Utah, then the Labor 
Committee chairman, decided to probe postelection 
contracting decisions by the Carter administration. 
The only two Labor Department officials put under 
his microscope happened to be black: Herman and 
Ernest Green. 

Nothing happened. No charges, no evidence, no 
broken rules, much less broken laws. Just success, 
and the evidence of that has been on the public record 
in the form of her financial reports ever since she 
joined President Clinton's senior staff. 

The same material, however, was abused by Jeffords 
last November in seeking to block Herman's 
nomination, and that same material has been 
regularly recycled out of his committee into the 
media to raise ''questions" that Jeffords then cites as 
grounds to postpone the hearings at which he would 
have to ask them before TV cameras, and Herman 
would have the chance to answer them under oath. 

So would a number of Fortune 500 companies ready 
to cite Herman's record of accomplishment as their 
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retainer. 

It is one of the genuine absurdities of modern 
Washington that Jeffords is in effect the source of the 
very "questions" he says the news accounts of the 
same old material raise. In fact, the Jeffords tactic 
assumes Herman can be nibbled to death without a 
hearing, that Clinton will fold. And behind that is the 
instinctive, race-based suspicion of a black woman's 
success. 

That assumption's cover has now been blown by 
Clinton himself. No more private attempts to broker 
the nomination. This is now a campaign, and the 
word from the president is that it is personal. It is 
also aided by the participation of two powerful forces 
that backed other candidates until the president made 
his decision: the labor movement and Jeffords' 
ranking committee Democrat, an increasingly upset 
Edward M. Kennedy. 

Jeffords's refusal to act needs the shadows to succeed 
because he has no case to make publicly, where he 
would have to confront Herman and her business 
allies. 

But what he has done is more sinister than merely 
blowing smoke from the dark shadows. It is the 
political equivalent of night riding. 

Thomas Oliphant is a Globe columnist. 

This story ran on page e 7 of the Boston Globe on 
02123/97. 
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_·:Call the· La~r 
Is there a Justice Department equiv~ent of coordinating· White· House invitations with D.~.¢. 

police radio? If so, it is time for· the dispatcher to fund-raising. • • . 
broadcast something like this: Calling the Attorney The activity fits a pattern. A number of undis­
Geperal! Calling the Attoi;ney General! A Federal puted journalistic accounts have shown that well 
law enforcement official is needed at the Executive before the election, Mr. Clinton and his deputy chief 
Mansion. That location is about 1,200 yards from of staff, Harold Ickes, were p~anning how to raise 
your office and can be identified by the presence of . and spend the television advertising money needed 
tourists, Democratic National Committee employ- to rebuild Mr. Clinton's approval rating. There are 
ees and strangers bearing gifts. • laws ·restricting such fund-raising and limiting the 

>1t can be argued, of course, that the tintinnabu; political activities of Government employees. One 
latlng outrages of President Clinton's fund-raising of the Issues before an independent . counsel or 
are.·no joking matter. But a burst of horrified Justice's· public integrity section will be whether· 
a~usement still seems a defensible response to the ·. Mr. Ickes, while o~ the Federal payroll, and at the 
evients of the past week, when we learned that the President's direction, was the de facto director of 
Wpite House has been crawl~g for the last four the campaign's organizational and financial arms. 
y~s with salaried D.N.C. employees and that John Presidents and their White House aides • are 
Huang may be bargaining for immunity before he inevitably • involved in campaign planning. • But_. by 
will explain his marveloµs talent for turning Asian openly bartering Presidential-invitations for politi­
bcisinessmen into Clinton donors. • • cal contributions, and by- relentlessly mixing the 

' On this Sunday, as on last Sunday, we start our .official and the political, this Administration has 
review of these events by ponder~g the -where- gone so far beyond the normal rules of _political· 
abouts of the nation's Attorney General, Janet Reno. behavior and the traditional interpretation of Fed­
We hate to be repetitious, but General Reno's insist- eral law that even so dogged a Democrat as Pat 
ence that she is waiting for "credible evidence" Moynihan has now concluded that the matter is too 
before appointing an independent co~sel has now h 

hed th 
• f . di B th d ds. sensitive for handling by the investigators w o 

r:c . e ~mt o mm essness. y e stan ar report to Ms. Reno. . • 
!t\~ t applied m the Cart~r, Reagan and Bush Admin- So far the Attorney General seems- to have 
1slrat1ons, the threshold for appointing an independ-• ' • . 
ent counsel has been reached and passed. If she will relied on the coincidence theory to delay her ap-
b~t look, Ms. Reno will see a pervasive pattern of pointment of an independent cpunsel. In other 
r~ckless behavior and an array of suspicious incl• • words, it-is still officially regarded as a coincidence, 
d~nts that cry out for an independent counsel. rather than a provable and possibly illegal quid pro 
.I It is -possible, of course, that no Federal bribery quo;·that John Huang's·campatgn' donors got meet­

or, i;:onflict-of-interest laws hav:e been broken, but · ings with Mr. Clinton or· policy discussions from his 
~y· common-sense observer has to be impressed Administration. Mr. Huang's decision to invoke the • 
with the utter recklessness of the .Clinton and D.N:C. Fifth Amendment rather than give requested docu­
fund-raising operations; Toe NBC News report that ments to Congress severely wounded the coinci­
D.N.C. staff members have been working inside the , den.ce theory. So did th~ report in The Washington 
White House for the last· four years ·ts th~ latest Post that Rawlein Soberano, a vice president of the 
proof of that recklessness. For decades, both Repub- American-Asian Business Roundtable, has accused· 
lican and Democratic Presidents have observed a . Mr. Huang of asking him ·to launder contributiops • 
. general protocol of separation between the Prest- · From President Clinton -right down to the lowll• 
dency and party activities. But it seems that no real est D.N.C.-paid "volunteer," this outfit raised mon­
compartmentalization ever existed in the Clinton ey as if there were no 'rutes. Maybe they were lucky 
. Administration. Indeed, the NBC report established or smart enough to have stayed inside .-the laws 
that some of these D.N.C. employees had access to governing bribery and political activities by Fed­
White House computers and worked directly for eral employees. ·But there are so many indications 
such high-ranking figures as Alexis Her.man, whose to the contrary that only an independent counsel can . 
Office of Public Liaison was already suspected of deliver a .judgment that the public will trust. 

- ....... / . __ - •· 
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