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MEMORANDUM February 18, 1998

TO: WH-Staff Secratary
FROM: USUN/W-Rebecca Cooper
SUBJECT: Photos of the President and Vice President

Ambassador Richardson would like a signed picture from both the

Pregsident and Vice President to donate to Public School 60 in New York.
*t would be nice irf the pictures read, “To P.S. 60, Begt Wishes” along
with the signatures. :

The Ambassador would also like the same pictures for Zainab and Ayesha
Mosg, two girls who attend the school. Each girl should get her own
pictures of the President and the vice President signed "“To Zainab, Best
Wishes” and “To Ayesha, All My Best”. Please send all the photos to the
Ambassador’s Washington office in the State Department, Room €333, 2301
C st. NW, Washington, D.C., 20520. Thank you.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON SUTED LJaidiay
REMARKS ON CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE
BALTIMORE, MD
February 19, 1998

Acknowledgments: VP Gore; Sec. Glickman; Administrator Browner; Sen. Sarbanes;
Sen. Mikulski; Rep. Cummings; Gov. Glendening; Lt. Gov. Townsend; Mayor Schmoke; Living
Classrooms Foundation Pres. James Bond; MD Waterman’s Assoc. Pres. Larry Simns [simz].

For the past quarter century, our nation has joined together with uncommon resolve
around a common-sense proposition -- that our natural resources are gifts that we must turn over
to the next generation, enhanced and not impaired. This morning, the Vice President and I saw
that the next generation is taking matters into its own hands.

When I was young, I didn’t have the opportunity to study bays up-close, but rivers were
in my blood. I spent some of the happiest days of my life along the Buffalo River in north
Arkansas. My great uncle, a fine fisherman, passed away not too long ago, at the age of 91. He
didn’t care much about politics -- in fact, he didn’t vote much unless a family member was in the
race. When I first ran for governor, I asked him what he thought I ought to do if elected. He
said, I want you to make sure that all our rivers are clean and pure so the fish will run and the
kids can swim in the springtime. That was a vision I always tried to live up to. That is a goal we
all have a chance to achieve.

For 25 years we have made great progress in cleaning America’s waters, largely by
controlling pollution from factories and sewage plants. Yet 40% of the nation’s waters are
still too polluted for fishing and swimming. That is unacceptable. We must act boldly to
address the largest remaining challenge: curtailing the runoff from farms, city streets, and
other diffuse sources of pollution. Every child deserves to grow up with water that is pure
to drink, lakes that are safe for swimming, rivers that are teeming with fish. We must act
now to combat new pollution challenges with new protections to give all our children the
gift of clean, clear water in the 21st Century.

Every time our nation has acted to protect the environment -- whether it was curtailing
acid rain or banning deadly pesticides -- pessimists have warned that our efforts will hurt the
economy. But today, our economy is the strongest in a generation, and our environment is the
cleanest in a generation. We have forged a new approach to environmental stewardship that
promotes results, not rules -- that sets national environmental goals, but challenges communities
and the private sector to find the best ways to meet them.

And that approach is just one illustration of our efforts to shape a new kind of
government for the 21st Century -- a government that is leaner, more flexible, a catalyst for new
ideas, a government that gives the American people the tools they need to restore the links of
community, safeguard their natural treasures, and make the most of their own lives.
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This is the approach the Vice President insisted on back in October when he directed the
EPA and USDA to come up with a plan that would ensure clean, safe water for all Americans.
And that is the approach embodied in the Clean Water Action Plan we unveil today.

First, we must forge partnerships through an innovative approach that gets everyone to
focus on entire regions -- not just on individual factories, sewage plants, and farms -- and come
up with the most cost-effective strategies for meeting our clean water goals. Second, we must
work closely with the states to identify areas with the worst pollution problems, and we will give
local communities the tools and resources they need to restore and protect their precious water
resources. Third, we must provide incentives to our farmers to take the actions that are needed to
reduce polluted runoff from their fields and pastures. Fourth, we must protect the public health
through new strategies to safeguard the water we drink and the fish we eat.

To help meet these clean-water goals, I have set aside, in my balanced budget, an
additional $2.3 Billion over next 5 years -- and I challenge Congress to approve this request. If
my plan is implemented, and Congress gives us the resourcess necessary to act, then we will be
able to finish the job set out in the Clean Water Act a quarter century ago: restoring our
waterways and providing clean, safe water for every American.

And I ask the Congress to work with us, as they did in passing the Safe Drinking Water
Act, to provide new, more flexible tools to protect our water by reauthorizing an even stronger
Clean Water Act this year.

In the past five years, one of the most encouraging things I have seen is a new willingness
on the part of Americans to sit down around a table and figure out how to protect natural
resources in ways that make sense for entire communities.

The Vice President and I have seen this in Lake Tahoe, the Florida Everglades, and here
in Maryland -- where farmers are setting aside tens of thousands of acres to establish buffers
between farms and fragile waterways. In fact, I am proud to announce that we have just
signed an agreement worth more than $200 Million to bring a program like Maryland’s to
Minnesota, the land of 10,000 lakes.

No nation on earth was born with a greater endowment of clean, clear water for nurturing
its people and its soil. At the dawn of the new millennium, let us use this sunlit moment of
prosperity to restore and extend this heritage for generations to come. Thank you and God bless
you.
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TO: QQ@(_, ators tt.\g:schle, ner,
Letin, vh, Biden, and H\&hs

DATE: February 14, 1998
RECOMMENDED BY: SAMUEL R. BERG
LARRY STEI
3
PURPOSE: To thank them for their efforts

to support your policy toward
Iraq, and to ask for their
continued support.

BACKGROUND: Leaders Lott and Daschle have
: put tremendous energy over the
past two weeks into drafting
and trying to move through the
Senate a concurrent resolution
of support. Both spoke in

: F'pcl support of the policy on the
ESQA%DN Senate floor on February 12.
Stewn

Senators Warner and Levin
travelled with Secretary Cohen,
Qo> and sent back regular reports
to their Senate colleagues to
try to build support for the
policy.

Senator McCain worked closely
with Senator Lott this week to
try to move the concurrent
resolution of support through
the Senate.

Senators Biden and Helms tried
to be supportive voices at
contentious Senate consultation
sessions on February 1l1l.



TOPICS OF DISCUSSION Talking points are attached at
Tab A for the leaders, at Tab B
for Warner and Levin, and at
Tab C for McCain, Biden, and

Helms.
CONTACT PERSON AND Mara Rudman, x69171
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: Bruce Riedel, x69121

Joe Marty, x69121
DATE OF SUBMISSION: February 14, 1998
Attachments
Tab A Points to be made to Leaders
Tab B Points to be made to Senators Warner and Levin
Tab C Points to be made to Senators McCain, Biden, and

Helms.



Tab A
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POINTS TO BE MADE FOR
TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH LEADERS CONCERNING IRAQ

I want to thank you for the support you have shown in your
public statements both on the Senate floor and directly to
the press.

It’s important that both adversaries and allies see that
there is unity in Washington on the need for Iraq to comply
with its obligations.

Thanks also for the time you’ve taken to work with
Madeleine, Bill, and Sandy. We appreciate your views and
are working to make sure your concerns are met.

I know you put an enormous amount of time and energy into
trying to move a strong Congressional resolution of
support. I appreciate your efforts, and agree that such a
resolution would send the right political signal to the
world.

It will help increase the chances of getting Saddam to back
down without the necessity of using force, and strengthen
our position in case he remains obstinate and we are

obliged to act.

It would also be a boost for the brave military personnel
who are on the front line in the Gulf.

(AS NECESSARY: “DAY AFTER” ISSUES)

If, in the aftermath of force, Iraq allows UNSCOM back in,
that is good. Unless it does so, there is no prospect for
ending sanctions. But if it does not, here’s how the world
will look to Saddam in the weeks and months after force is

used.

First, Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction threat and
capacity to lash out at its neighbors will be significantly
diminished. Won’t destroy everything. But we can have a
real impact.

Second, Saddam will know that we will act again if we have
evidence he is reconstituting his weapons capabilities. We
will closely monitor Iraq’s activities, never stop
watching.



Third, sanctions cannot be lifted so long as UNSCOM is
unable to complete its mission. Sanctions hurt the Iraqi
regime. Sanctions cost Iraq $110 billion in oil sales.
Imagine the armed force Saddam would have today had he
invested even a fraction of this money in his military.

Fourth, we will strictly enforce the No Fly Zones in
southern and northern Iraq. Our airforce already controls
the skies from the southern suburbs of Baghdad to the
Kuwaiti border and over northern Iraq - both reducing the
threat Iraq poses to neighbors and denying him his own
sovereignty. His own military is reminded every day that
Saddam has lost the skies for the Iraqi air force.

I think he will have been sent a clear message about both
American resolve and American capability.
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POINTS TO BE MADE FOR
TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH SENATORS LEVIN AND WARNER
CONCERNING IRAQ AND THEIR TRIP WITH BILL COHEN

I want to thank you for accompanying Bill on his trip to
the Gulf region. I understand you sent back regular
reports to your colleagues, which was very helpful.

What were your overall impressions of the trip?
I appreciate your willingness to continue to help us in the

Senate by sharing your experiences and views when the
Senate returns.

I know that at different points you have raised some

questions and concerns about our policy toward Irag. We
appreciate hearing them and are working to make sure your
concerns are met.

their resolution of support through the Senate. Your
participation in that debate may be what they need to get y
it done.

It’s important that both adversaries and allies see that
there is unity in Washington on the need for Irag to compl
with its obligations.

I believe that such a resolution would send the right
political signal to the world.

It will help increase the chances of getting Saddam to back @, Gﬁ?
down without the necessity of using force, and strengthen ﬁ?,q
our position in case he remains obstinate and we are ?%
obliged to act.

It would also be a boost for the brave military personnel
who are on the front line in the Gulf.

I hope it may still be possible to have the Senate take it
up when the Congress returns, though I understand that we
should only do so if we can move it fairly quickly and with
a constructive debate. Let’s keep working together on this
in coming days.



(AS NECESSARY: “DAY AFTER” ISSUES)

If, in the aftermath of force, Iraq allows UNSCOM back in,
that is good. Unless it does so, there is no prospect for
ending sanctions. But if it does not, here’s how the world
will look to Saddam in the weeks and months after force is

used.

First, Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction threat and
capacity to lash out at its neighbors will be significantly
diminished. Won’t destroy everything. But we can have a
real impact.

Second, Saddam will know that we will act again if we have
evidence he is reconstituting his weapons capabilities. We
will closely monitor Iraq’s activities, never stop
watching.

Third, sanctions cannot be lifted so long as UNSCOM is
unable to complete its mission. Sanctions hurt the Iraqi
regime. Sanctions cost Iraq $110 billion in oil sales.
Imagine the armed force Saddam would have today had he
invested even a fraction of this money in his military.

Fourth, we will strictly enforce the No Fly Zones in
southern and northern Iraq. Our airforce already controls
the skies from the southern suburbs of Baghdad to the
Kuwaiti border and over northern Irag - both reducing the
threat Iraq poses to neighbors and denying him his own
sovereignty. His own military is reminded every day that
Saddam has lost the skies for the Iraqi air force.

I think he will have been sent a clear message about both
American resolve and American capability.
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POINTS TO BE MADE\FOR ﬁ\\hdhm \Xé
TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH SENATORS MgCAIN, S, and BADEN
\

CONCERNING IRAQ

I want to thank you for the support you have shown for our
policy toward Iraq.

It’s important that both adversaries and allies see that
there is unity in Washington on the need for Iraq to comply
with its obligations.

Thanks also for the time you’ve taken to work with q
Madeleine, Bill, and Sandy. We appreciate your views and
are working to make sure your concerns are met.

In that regard, I understand you have raised questions
about what happens in the aftermath of force. If Iraqg
allows UNSCOM back in, that is good. Unless it does so,
there is no prospect for ending sanctions. But if it does
not, here’s how the world will look to Saddam in the weeks?
and months after force is used.

First, Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction threat and
capacity to lash out at its neighbors will be significantl
diminished. Won’'t destroy everything. But we can have a
real impact.

Second, Saddam will know that we will act again if we have
evidence he is reconstituting his weapons capabilities. We
will closely monitor Iraq’s activities, never stop
watching.

Third, sanctions cannot be lifted so long as UNSCOM is .
unable to complete its mission. Sanctions hurt the Iraqi
regime. Sanctions cost Iraq $110 billion in oil sales. Aﬁk
Imagine the armed force Saddam would have today had he Qh
invested even a fraction of this money in his military.

Fourth, we will strictly enforce the No Fly Zones in
southern and northern Iraq. Our airforce already controls
the skies from the southern suburbs of Baghdad to the
Kuwaiti border and over northern Iraq - both reducing the
threat Iraq poses to neighbors and denying him his own
sovereignty. His own military is reminded every day that
Saddam has lost the skies for the Iraqgi air force Cgét



I know you have supported Trent and Tom’s efforts to move a
Congressional resolution of support. I appreciate it. I
agree with Trent and Tom that such a resolution would send
the right political signal to the world.

It will help increase the chances of getting Saddam to back
down without the necessity of using force, and strengthen
our position in case he remains obstinate and we are

obliged to act.

It would also be a boost for the brave military personnel
who are on the front line in the Gulf.
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Dear Mr. President:

Recently | watched Secretary Bob Rubin
Jesse Jackson's Rainbow Coalition. As usual, comments

about the economy and investment.

Those comments and your inspired State of the Union address have led me
to send you this note. Mr. President, you de ' 2 j1 Q44K
what you have been able to accomplish regz _ )
factors that have led to today’s good budget g ..d t T Renkhendt
think former President Bush’s agreement to _
movement in 1990 was a profile in courage ‘E’—" e F ('d'
opposed him. I also believe your leadershig
over every stone to unify Democrats to pass \-(’ ,/
tisan budget effort showed your consistency <
policy and numerous other events also clear

the credit goes to you. ‘ :

Mr. President, you know I have writter
bully pulpit to push resolution of our long-te
problems so that the fund still will be strong
comments during the State of the Union add
(and that of many others) on this issue has buci uvawinu. 1 vu vicanty nave given we
Republicans (and Democrats) a high hurdle to jump over before they waste on tax
cuts all the effort that has been expended to get our Nation’s debt under control. It
is gratifying to know the expensive lessons of our 1981 tax cut bidding war have
been well learned.

It won’t be easy. While you’ve given all Democrats an agenda to support,
even Gephardt and the liberals, neither they nor the Republicans will want
to compromise. Keeping the budget discipline — paying for every new

1347 oble Strect, (hicago. Tllinocs 60622
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The President il
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Recently I watched Secretary Bob Rubin’s televised address to
Jesse Jackson’s Rainbow Coalition. As usual, I agreed with his wise comments

about the economy and investment.

Those comments and your inspired State of the Union address have led me
to send you this note. Mr. President, you deserve heartfelt congratulations for
what you have been able to accomplish regarding the economy. There are many
factors that have led to today’s good budget news — I have told you before that I
think former President Bush’s agreement to help start the deficit reduction
movement in 1990 was a profile in courage since every Republican in Congress
opposed him. [ also believe your leadership in 1993 was pivotal. You had to turn
over every stone to unify Democrats to pass that effort, alone. Last year’s bipar-
tisan budget effort showed your consistency. Alan Greenspan’s sound monetary
policy and numerous other events also clearly played a role. However, much of
the credit goes to you.

Mr. President, you know I have written you before, urging you to use your
bully pulpit to push resolution of our long-term Social Security Trust Fund
problems so that the fund still will be strong when our children retire. Your
comments during the State of the Union address gave me heart that my counsel
(and that of many others) on this issue has been heard. You clearly have given the
Republicans (and Democrats) a high hurdle to jump over before they waste on tax
cuts all the effort that has been expended to get our Nation’s debt under control. It
is gratifying to know the expensive lessons of our 1981 tax cut bidding war have
been well learned.

It won’t be easy. While you’ve given all Democrats an agenda to support,

even Gephardt and the liberals, neither they nor the Republicans will want
to compromise. Keeping the budget discipline — paying for every new

1347 Hoble Stneet. (hicago. linois 60622




The President
February 13, 1998
Page Two

expenditure — is key. It is also what will make it hard. You will win with
America even if you fail to see your initiatives enacted.

Regarding Social Security, Mr. President, now that you’ve begun the educa-
tional debate, it is time to focus on solutions. You know of my deep concern over
the efforts of many to privatize the system. Broad privatization would be a
disaster for those most in need of a safety net. I was pleased to read your remarks
at Georgetown University on this issue. Social Security is the strongest and most
successful representation of the responsibilities that bind us — across income
levels and across generations. Anything that weakens that bond only would
damage our Nation.

Mr. President, [ still believe you should offer the solution. Win, lose, or

draw. vour proposal would be remembered in histgry. You are as popular now as

any President has ever been. Use that popularity to resolve these long-term issues.

" The Medicare Commission that just has been formed looks like a disaster in
the making. From afar, it appears that the inmates were put in charge of the
asylum. I doubt that Bill Thomas — who seems to have gotten himself promoted
to chairman of the group over the consensus choice of John Breaux — will want
to compromise. So far, that effort just reaffirms my dislike for commissions. If

you must establish a Commission on Social Security, work hard to fill it with
\_people who have only the best interest of the American people at heart.

With warm regards, I am

Dan Rostenkowski

P.S. Bill, I know what you are going through. It wasn’t too long ago that [ was
hounded by the press and zealous prosecutors. My only advice is just to
continue to do your job. Don’t let them force you to hide and fail to achieve
your goals. You are in my prayers.




1547 Moble Streer
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The President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500
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President William J. Clinton

The White House _

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
‘Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr, President,

We. Bishop Members of Pax Christ USA and other blsb.onl, are writing o you o express
our profound moral concerns about the U.S. led sanctions against the peoplé of Irag. In
conscience, we arge you to call for the immediate lifting of the sanetions by the U.N. Security
Coundil, to end all U.S. suppoert for Ih:sc sanctions, and to refrain from any military action in the
ctrrexnt dispute. _

In 1993, on the 10° zmmrsa:y of our pastoral letter, “The Challenge df?cabe,"' we U.S.
Catholic Bishops issued-“The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Paace” In this document, we
acknewledged that “in the aftermath of the Cold War, cconomic sanctions have become a more
common form of international pressure...as a means of combating agaression short of military
intervention...[n each case [in which they have been applied] we have consulted closely with the
church in the ccrmrry affectcd and have been guided by its judgmeat”

Inour docummt, we have anunma:ed four critenia for the assessment nf the morzlity of
the use of ganctons:

. Concc:m.s about the limited efEecnvancss of sametions and the harms caused to
cvilian populations :equmz that eomprehensive sanctions be cansidersd cnly in
respense to aggressian or grave and ongofng injustice after less coercive measures
have been tried and with clear and reasonable conditions set for their removal,

o ﬁehmuudbyahcnmshouldbcpmpmuomtn the goad likely to be
aclieved; sanctions should gvoid grave and irreversible harm 1o the givilian
population. Therefore, Sanctions should be targeted a8 much as possible against
those directly responsible for the infustice, distinguishing between the government
-and the people.. Embargoes, when cruployed, must maks provisjons for the
fundamental human needs of the civilian population. The depial of basic needs
may not be used as 8 weapon.

s The consent to sancl ons 'by :ubstznual porﬁons of the aﬁb:ted population is
. morally relevant 3

@ Sanctions should a]wzys be pzh-: of 2 broader proccss of dlplnm.acy aimed at
finding an urIa:tva adlunen to the injustics,

L
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We find that after seven years, the sanctioas against Iraq viclate these cxiteria.

Sapctions have taken the lives of well aver one million persens, 60 percent of whom are
children under S yoars of age. The 199 bombing campaign destroyed electric, water and sewage
plants, as well as agricultural, food end medical production facilities. All of these structures
continue o be inoperative, or functiox at sub-minimal levels, because the sanctions have made it
impossible to buy spare parts for their repair.

This bombing campaign, together with the total embargo in place sinee August 1990 was,
and s, aa attack against the civihan-population of Irag. Such counter-popularion warfare has
been uneguivocally condemned by the most authoritative teaching body of the Cathalic Church,
The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965).

Independent agencies continae to document the devastating impact sanctions are having
on the civilian population. These include the United Nation’s own World Health Organization
(WHO) and the Food and Agriculrural Organizatian (FAO). In 1996, UNICEF reparted thar
4,500 children were dying monthly. . :

~ Leaders of the church in Iraq tell us that sanctions must ead. Far exanple, in August
1997, Archbishop Gabriel Kassab, of the Southern Region of Iraqg, stated: “Epidemics rage,
taking away infants and the sick by the thousanda. Those children who survive disease succumb
1o malnurrition, which stunts their physical and mental developtent. Onr sitwarion is
upbearahle!.. We appeal w the people.of censsience to work 1o end the blockades of fraq...Let 1t
be kapwm that Resolution 986 (the so-called ‘cil-for-foed” reselution) has served to divert werld
attention from the tragedy, while in some respects aggravating 1t.”

In fact, only S3 percent of moncy received for the sale of oil is available 1 Iraq. Thirty
percent of the money realized from the oil revenues is paid to Kuwait, and a sizeable amount
covers various coets of tbe UN. expenses in [raq. The food and medicine for Iraqi children, and
the rest of civilian population, from Resolutian 986, arc constntly delayed, largely becanse of
the extragrdinary complexity of the procedures for the implementation of the resolution.

Mr. President, whatever the intent of tese sanctions, we are compelled by this ‘
assessment t judpe (hem to be a violation of moral teaching, specifically as articulated within
the Catholic tradition. [n fact, the sanctions are not only in violation of the teaching of the
Cathelic Church, but they violate the'hurnan rights of Iragi pecple, because they deprive innocent
peopls from food and medicine, basic elements for normal life. We call for the immediate
cessation of sanctions against Irag, . ..

We sincerely hope you will give carcful consideration to the moral jssues we have raised.
M. President, due to the cnormity of the hornble situation in Iraq, we respectfully request a
meeting with you This would give us.a chance te furthey illustrate our position on the Irag

sanclions, We are willing to work with you in wying to find 2 traly just path to peace in the
Middle East ,

Sincerely Yours,
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Juan A Arzube, Former Auxilfary Bishop of Los Angeles, CA
Yictar H, Balke, Bishop of Croakston, MN
Jaseph M, Breitenbeck, Former Bishop of Grand Rapids, M|
Kevin M. Bntt, Auxiliary Bishep of Detrait, M|
Charles A. Buswell, Former Bishop of Pueble. CO
v Charles J. Chaput. OFM Cap., Bishep of Denver, CO
Jahn G, Chedid, Eparch of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
Matthew H. Clark, Bishap of Rochester, NY
Patrick R. Cacney, Bishep of Gaylerd, M|
Thomas J. Costellp, Auxiliary Bishop of Syracuse, NY
Nichelas N. D'Antaniie, Auxiliary Bishop &t New Orleans, LA
Jeseph P. Delaney, Bishop of Ft Werth, TX
Rebert W. Donnelly, Auzliiary Bishop of Toledo, OM
Jeseph A. Ferrario, Farmer Bishop of Honolulu, HI
Jahn J. Fitzpatrick, Former Bishap of Brawnsville, TX
Patick F. Flores. Archbishop of San Antonio, TX
Thomas Gumbieton, Auxiliary Bishep of Defrait, Ml
Richard C, Hanifen, Bishep of Colorado Springs, CO
Joseph L. Howze, Bishop of Biloxi. MS
wiliam L. Higi, Bishap of Layafatte, IN
James Heffman, Bishop of Toledo, OH
Howard J. Hubbard. Bishap of Albany, NY )
Raymend G. Hunthausen, Farmer Arehbishop ef Seattie, WA
witlam A, Mughes, Fermer Bishop of Covington, KY
Ibrahim (brahim. Blshop Eparch o St. Thomas the Apostie, MI
Joseph L. Imesah, Bishep of Jeliat, IL .
Raymend A. Lucker. Bishop of New Uim, MN
Lermy T. Matthiesen, Former Bishop of Amarille, TX
John E. MeCarthy, Bishep of Austin, TX '
Lawrence J. McNamers, Bishop of Grand Island, NB
- John J. McRaith, Bishop of Ownesbora, KY
Dale J. Melezek, Bishop of Gary, IN .
Denald W. Montrose, Bishop of Siocktan, CA
- Francis P. Murphy, Auxiliary Bishop of Ballimore, MD
Michae! J. Murphy. Farmar Bishop of Erie, PA
James D. Niedergesas, Formar Bishop of Nashvilie, TN
Willam C. Newman, Auxfiiery Bishop of Baltrmare, MD
Gerald F. O'Keefe, Former Bishop of Davenport, 1A
alben H. Ottenweller, Former Bishop of Steubenville, OH
Michael Pfaifer, OM], Bishap of San Angelo, TX
Kenneth J. Povish, Former Bishop of Lansing, Mi
Francis A. Quinn, Former Bishop of Sacraments, CA
James A. Quinn, Auxlliary Bishep of Clevaland. OH
Peter A. Rosazza. Ruxiiiary Blshop ef Hartferd, CT
Walter J. Seheenherr. Former Auxifiary Bishop of Detroit, MI
Richard J. Skiba, Auxiiiary Bishop of Milaukee, Wi
John ., Snyder, Bishop of Seint Augustine, FL
Jassph M, Sullfvan, Auxifary Bishep of Brooklyn, NY .
Walter F. Sullivan, Bishop of Richmond, VA
Kanneth E. Untener, Blshop of Saginaw, Mi
Rene A. Valere, Auxiiary Bishop of Braoklyn, NY
Danisl F. Waish, Bishep of Las Vegas, NV

J. Kendrick Williams, Eishop of Lexington, XY QD
Gavaino Zavala, Auzifiary Bshop of Los Angeles, CA \¥» -zml-t“
L] f—ﬂ
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Millison, Cathy L.

From: Ryu, Rexon Y.

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 1998 2:06 PM

To: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary

Subject: FW: Catholic Bishop's letter [UNCLASSIFIED]

FYI - Originals should be out there somewhere; Joe Marty is drafting response off the faxed version that we have.

--—-Original Message--—

From: Ryu, Rexon Y.

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 1998 12:10 PM
To: Marty, Joseph H.

Subject: Catholic Bishop's letter [UNCLASSIFIED])

Spoke to Fenton Communications. They sent two hard copies: one to White House Press and one to "the White House
directly." Do you want me to try and track down one of the originals or is knowing that they were sent satisfactory?
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February 17, 1998

Ms. Ann Lewis

Assistant to the President
Director of Communications
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20502

Dear Ann,
Enclosed is the next missive to the President entitled “Human
Anonymity and the Divine Plan”. The author is Rabbi J udah Cooperman who

is the founding Dean of Michlalah - Jerusalem College, in Israel.

Sincerely,
2 - LEESY

. & M e s

Yo

W

Rabbi Menachem Genack
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Human Anonymity and the Divine Plan

The birth of Moses is recorded in the bible (Exodus 2: 1-2) “A man went from the
House of Levy and he took a daughter of Levy. The woman conceived and gave birth
to a son”. This son is none other than Moses, the greatest Law giver in history, who
gave Israel and the world the Pentateuch (the 5 books of Moses), which has been the
beacon of moral law to this very day.

How strange to find the birth of Moses, our teacher, recorded in the annals of history
in an anonymous context. Later in the same book of Exodus (6,: 20) the bible records
“Amram took his aunt Yocheved as a wife and she bore him... Moses”. Would it not
have been simpler to write the names of the parents of the illustrious Moses when the
bible recorded his birth, and the miracles pertaining to his salvation by Pharoah’s
daughter?! Instead of this, we are held in the suspense of strict anonymity. The only
hint which is given, as to whom the child really is, is the name given by an Egyptian
lady.

It would appear that the theme underlining this method of recording history from the
anonymous to the specific is as follows:

The Divine plan for the redemption of the people of Israel was devised and planned,
and ready for execution. There is absolutely no doubt regarding the willingness, the
determination and the ability of the Almighty to put his plan into effect. The only
question was, who would have the merit to be an active partner with the Almighty in
bringing this plan into fruition. Amram and Yocheved, who were amongst the leaders
of the Israelites in Egypt, brought a son into this world, who was gifted with those
unique qualities, essential for any partner with the Almighty in this historical upheaval.
However, at the time of the birth of this savior, all the names are in strict anonymity,
because it would depend on the determination of these actors on the stage of history,
whether or not they would be privileged to fulfill the roll assigned to them. (Destiny,
in this view, is self-determined not predetermined)

Had these three actors failed to live up to expectations, it would have forced the
Almighty, as it were, to seek his partner elsewhere. In that event, the names would
have remained anonymous to this day. It was their determination and their ability to
live up to the great expectations of them, that took them out of the anonymity of
Chapter 1 and recorded them for posterity in Chapter 6.

Happy is the man who has the merit to utilize his great G-d given abilities to participate
as a vibrant actor in the G-d given plan.

Topa  CapréRonAnt

\ Michlalah - Jerusalem College J

Al Shem Hannah Wolfson
P.O.B. 16078 « Bayit Vegan«Jerusalem 91160 D5v1v e m2a+16078 .1.n
Tel: (02) 675 0911 = Fax: (02) 675 0917 :opo « (02) 675 0911 :H0
http://www.michlala.edu




ROBERT A. BELFER
767 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10153 &,
1 g
Phone: (212) 644-2259 Fax: (212) 644-2230
February 18, 1998
The President ey 1y PN e

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President;

With the swirl of controversy surrounding the potential bombing of Irag by the United
States, | would like to share a few_thoughts with you. In the 1930’s, [taly invaded
Ethiopia, Japan invaded Manchuria, and the Nazis moved into the Saar in violation of the
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should not deter us from doing what is both right and necessary.

My concern in this area has expressed itself in establishing the Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard. Vice
President Gore was kind enough to speak at our Inaugural Symposium last October 3 1st
The Center is concerned with matters of security, broadly defined to range from the
environment to control of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Senators
Nunn and Lugar were both honored at the opening Symposium for their contributions in
this area.
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ROBERT A. BELFER
767 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10153 &,
1 -
Phone: (212) 644-2259 Pax: (212) 644-2230
February 18, 1998
The President JE L8 1y ey qu

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

With the swirl of controversy surrounding the potential bombing of Iraq by the United
States, | would like to share a few thoughts with you. In the 1930’s, [taly invaded
Ethiopia, Japan invaded Manchuria, and the Nazis moved into the Saar in violation of the
Versailles Treaty. The world failed to respond, thereby compliantly accepting, if not
condoning, acts of aggression - the result, World War II.

In the nineties and the next century, the challenge to the world is avoiding proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction. To quote Tom Friedman in the New York Times of
February 17th, “If Iraq - already a repeat user of poison gas - is able to snub its nose at
the U.N. weapons inspectors, then the world’s ability to fight the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction elsewhere would be fundamentally compromised. Libya
and its friends would all be less afraid to develop germ weapons and nukes. We would
all end up in a much more dangerous world. That's why Saddam has to be stopped.”

Being the world's policeman is an unenviable task, even when we are acting pursuant to
U.N. resolutions. Ilowever, no other country has the military capability to act like we
do, nor has any country the wonderful quality of our lifestyle here and more to lose than
we. While the self-seeking conduct of the Russians, French and others is regrettable, it
should not deter us from doing what is both right and necessary.

My concern in this area has expressed itself in establishing the Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard. Vice
President Gore was kind enough to speak at our Inaugural Symposium last October 3 1st
The Center is concerned with matters of sccurity, broadly defined to range from the
environment to control of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Senators
Nunn and Lugar were both honored at the opening Symposium for their contributions in
this area.
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The President
February 18,,1998

Page Two

s

Mr. President, my involvement with the Kennedy School is an attempt, however small, to
make the world a safer place for my children and grandchildren. [ would hope, as you
view your role in history, that you share this view and take the steps necessary to make
the world safer for Chelsea and her children.

With all good wishes.

Sincerely,

3 L e
/ / P i ’

Robert A. Belfer

RAB vbs
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~-CONFIDENTIAE MEMORANDUM

TO: The President
FROM: Guy L. Smith

les, Sandy Berger, Don Kerrick

Dear Mr. President:
With the situation with Iraq reaching a very critical stage, I wanted to again tell you that
AmeriCares stands ready to help you advance U.S. interests. If Kofi Anan succeeds.

which I realize is a long shot, then it appears that we would step back from immediate
hostilities.

If the Anan Mission were to get an agreement that provided UNSCOM with unfettered
access, or for any other erason you chose not to proceed with hostlities. AmeriCares
stands ready to immediately begin dispatching as much as $5£0 millior - of

medicines and medical supplies from the people of Amerir~ «- a/1a/4%

It seems that, should we pull back from any
Iraqi people from the American people,
form of compliance from Saddam.

We fully recognize that the shortages of criitical
leadership has purposely bogged down the Oil
process. And, the idea here is to get out in fror
medicines to specific locales in Iraq where the s
notion of Americans being in Iraq bringir
for Saddam’s propaganda machine to toc
such a move would get a positive reaction in the wt

As we did in the North Korea, we would only } é\
would require that our people monitor the distributic \Thk A

DETERMINED TO BE AN ADMINISTRATIVE

1
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Several weeks ago, after my earlier note to you, we met with representatives from the State
Department and we also had a discussion with Iraqgi UN Ambassador Hamdoon. State
outlines the various hurdles for humanitarian aid to Iraq and we very helpful. Hamdoon

was very receptive to the idea (this was well before the situation had deteriorated to where
we are today).

Mr. President, Bob Macauley, AmeriCares chairman, wanted you to know that AmeriCares
will only act in U.S. interests, and we will, of course. do nothing without your guidance
and approval.

AmeriCares can have a plane in the air to Baghdad within 12 hours of you authorizing us to

go.

Further, we can. on a very discreet basis (we would prepare an air shipment for some
“other” purpose) get reqady to fly so that we can be there instantly.

Let me know what you think.

Sincerely,
Guy

P.S. Thank you a%ain for your help to Abigail in her quest to join The White House staff.
She has had very fruitful discussions with Vanessa Weaver of Bob Nash’s staff, as well as
with Steve Silverman.

CONTACT: Guy L. Smith, Vice Chairman, AmeriCares. 161 Cherry Street. New Canaan.
CT 06840; Tel: 203-972-5500; Home Tel: 203-629-1264
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SCONFIDENTIAE-MEMORANDUM

TO: The President

FROM: Guy L. Smith

With the situation with Iraq reaching a very critical stage, I wanted to again tell you that
AmeriCares stands ready to helﬁ you advance U.S. interests. If Kofi Anan succeeds.
e

which I realize is a long shot. then it appears that we would step back from immediate
hostilities.

If the Anan Mission were to get an agreement that provided UNSCOM with unfettered
access, or for any other erason you chose not to proceed with hostilities, AmeriCares
stands ready to immediately begin dispatching as much as $50 milllon worth of
medicines and medical supplies from the people of America to the people of Iraq.

It seems that, should we pull back from any bombing, that a gesture towards the
Iraqi people from the American people, might be useful to the U.S. in gaining some
form of compliance from Saddam.

We fully recognize that the shortages of criitical medicines and food is because the Iraqi
leadership has purposely bogged down the Oil for Food procurement and distribution
process. And, the idea here is to get out in front of the process by very visibly getting
medicines to specific locales in Iraq where the shortages are especially acute. Just the
notion of Americans being in Iraq bringing medicines will make it difficult
for Saddam’s propaganda machine to too badly distort the action. Further
such a move would get a positive reaction in the west, as well as in the Arab states.

As we did in the North Korea, we would only provide medicines to civilians. and we
would require that our people monitor the distribution to insure complete transparency.

DETERMINED TO BE AN ADMINISTRATIVE
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