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OF THE 

UNITEO STATES OF' AMERICA 
TO THE: 

UNITED NATIONS 

ME:MORANDUM February 18, 1999 

TO : WH-Sta~f Sacret~ry 

FROM: USUN/W-Rebecca cooper 

SUBJECT: Photo~ of th~ President and Vice P~esident 

Ambassador Richardson would lika a signed picture from both the 
President and Vice Preeident to donate to Public School 60 in New York. 
!t would ~e nice 1r the pictures ~ead, ~To P . S . 60, Best Wishes" along 
with thG aignaturee. 

The Ambassador would also like th• aame picturea for Zai.n&b and Ayesha 
Moss, two girls who attend the school. Each girl should get ha~ own 
pi0tures of the Preeidcnt and the Vice ~residene signed ~To Zainab, Best 
Wishes" and "To Ayesha, l\J.1 My Beat•. Pleaee ecnd all the photos to the 
Ambassador ' s Washington office in the Seate r>epartment. Room 633J, ~~o~ 

c st. NW, Washington, D.C., 20520. Thank you. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS ON CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE 

BAL TIM ORE, MD 
February 19, 1998 

Acknowledgments: VP ~; Sec. Glickman; Administrator Browner; Sen. Sarbanes; 
Sen. Mikulski; Rep. Cummin~s; Gov. Glendenin~: Lt. Gov. Townsend; Mayor Schmoke; Living 
Classrooms Foundation Pres. James B.ond; MD Waterman's Assoc. Pres. Larry filmns. [simz]. 

For the past quarter century, our nation has joined together with uncommon resolve 
around a common-sense proposition -- that our natural resources are gifts that we must turn over 
to the next generation, enhanced and not impaired. This morning, the Vice President and I saw 
that the next generation is taking matters into its own hands. 

When I was young, I didn't have the opportunity to study bays up-close, but rivers were 
in my blood. I spent some of the happiest days of my life along the Buffalo River in north 
Arkansas; My great uncle, a fine fisherman, passed away not too long ago, at the age of 91. He 
didn't care much about politics -- in fact, he didn't vote much unless a family member was in the 
race. When I first ran for governor, I asked him what he thought I ought to do if elected. He 
said, I want you to make sure that all our rivers are clean and pure so the fish will run and the 
kids can swim in the springtime. That was a vision I always tried to live up to. That is a goal we 
all have a chance to achieve. 

For 25 years we have made great progress in cleaning America's waters, largely by 
controlling pollution from factories and sewage plants. Yet 40% of the nation's waters are 
still too polluted for fishing and swimming. That is unacceptable. We must act boldly to 
address the largest remaining challenge: curtailing the runoff from farms, city streets, and 
other diffuse sources of pollution. Every child deserves to grow up with water that is pure 
to drink, lakes that are safe for swimming, rivers that are teeming with fish. We must act 
now to combat new pollution challenges with new protections to give Jlll our children the 
gift of clean, clear water in the 21st Century. 

Every time our nation has acted to protect the environment -- whether it was curtailing 
acid rain or banning deadly pesticides -- pessimists have warned that our efforts will hurt the 
economy. But today, our economy is the strongest in a generation, and our environment is the 
cleanest in a generation. We have forged a new approach to environmental stewardship that 
promotes results, not rules -- that sets national environmental goals, but challenges communities 
and the private sector to find the best ways to meet them. 

And that approach is just one illustration of our efforts to shape a new kind of 
government for the 21st Century -- a government that is leaner, more flexible, a catalyst for new 
ideas, a government that gives the American people the tools they need to restore the links of 
community, s~eguard their natural treasures, and make the most of their own lives. 
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This is the approach the Vice President insisted on back in October when he directed the 
EPA and USDA to come up with a plan that would ensure clean, safe water for all Americans. 
And that is the approach embodied in the Clean Water Action Plan we unveil today. 

First, we must forge partnerships through an innovative approach that gets everyone to 
focus on entire regions -- not just on individual factories, sewage plants, and farms -- and come 
up with the most cost-effective strategies for meeting our clean water goals. Second, we must 
work closely with the states to identify areas with the worst pollution problems, and we will give 
local communities the tools and resources they need to restore and protect their precious water 
resources. Third, we must provide incentives to our farmers to take the actions that are needed to 
reduce polluted runoff from their fields and pastures. Fourth, we must protect the public health 
through new strategies to safeguard the water we drink and the fish we eat. 

To help meet these clean-water goals, I have set aside, in my balanced budget, an 
additional $2.3 Billion over next 5 years -- and I challenge Congress to approve this request. If 
my plan is implemented, and Congress gives us the resourcess necessary to act, then we will be 
able to finish the job set out in the Clean Water Act a quarter century ago: restoring our 
waterways and providing clean, safe water for every American. 

And I ask the Congress to work with us, as they did in passing the Safe Drinking Water 
Act, to provide new, more flexible tools to protect our water by reauthorizing an even stronger 
Clean Water Act this year. 

In the past five years, one of the most encouraging things I have seen is a new willingness 
on the part of Americans to sit down around a table and figure out how to protect natural 
resources in ways that make sense for entire communities. 

The Vice President and I have seen this in Lake Tahoe, the Florida Everglades, and here 
in Maryland -- where farmers are setting aside tens of thousands of acres to establish buffers 
between farms and fragile waterways. In fact, I am proud to announce that we have just 
signed an agreement worth more than $200 Million to bring a program like Maryland's to 
Minnesota, the land of 10,000 lakes. 

No nation on earth was born with a greater endowment of clean, clear water for nurturing 
its people and its soil. At the dawn of the new millennium, let us use this sunlit moment of 
prosperity to restore and extend this heritage for generations to come. Thank you and God bless 
you. 

### 
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To thank them for their efforts 
to support your policy toward 
Iraq, and to ask for their 
continued support. 

Leaders Lott and Daschle have 
put tremendous energy over the 
past two weeks into drafting 
and trying to move through the 
Senate a concurrent resolution 
of support. Both spoke in 
support of the policy on the 
Senate floor on February 12. 

Senators Warner and Levin 
travelled with Secretary Cohen, 
and sent back regular reports 
to their Senate colleagues to 
try to build support for the 
policy. 

Senator McCain worked closely 
with Senator Lott this week to 
try to move the concurrent 
resolution of support through 
the Senate. 

senators Biden and Helms tried 
to be supportive voices at 
contentious Senate consultation 
sessions on February 11. 
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Talking points are attached at 
Tab A tor the leaders, at Tab B 
for Warner and Levin, and at 
Tab C for McCain, Biden, and 
Helms. 

Mara Rudman, x69171 
Bruce Riedel, x69121 
Joe Marty, x69121 

February 14, 1998 

Leaders 
Senators Warner and Levin 
Senators McCain, Biden, and 
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POINTS TO BE MADE FOR 
TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH LEADERS CONCERNING IRAQ 

• I want to thank you for the support you have shown in your 
public statements both on the Senate floor and directly to 
the press. 

• It's important that both adversaries and allies see that 
there is unity in Washington on the need for Iraq to comply 
with its obligations. 

• Thanks also for the time you've taken to work with 
Madeleine, Bill, and Sandy. We appreciate your views and 
are working to make sure your concerns are met. 

• I know you put an enormous amount of time and energy into 
trying to move a strong Congressional resolution of 
support. I appreciate your efforts, and agree that such a 
resolution would send the right political signal to the 
world. 

• It will help increase the chances of getting Saddam to back 
down without the necessity of using force, and strengthen 
our position in case he remains obstinate and we are 
obliged to act. 

• It would also be a boost for the brave military personnel 
who are on the front line in the Gulf. 

(AS NECESSARY: "DAY AFTER" ISSUES) 

• If, in the aftermath of force, Iraq allows UNSCOM back in, 
that is good. Unless it does so, there is no prospect for 
ending sanctions. But if it does not, here's how the world 
will look to Saddam in the weeks and months after force is 
used. 

First, Iraq's weapons of mass destruction threat and 
capacity to lash out at its neighbors will be significantly 
diminished. Won't destroy everything. But we can have a 
real impact. 

Second, Saddam will know that we will act again if we have 
evidence he is reconstituting his weapons capabilities. We 
will closely monitor Iraq's activities, never stop 
watching. 
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Third, sanctions cannot be lifted so long as UNSC0M is 
unable to complete its mission. Sanctions hurt the Iraqi 
regime. Sanctions cost Iraq $110 billion in oil sales. 
Imagine the armed force Saddam would have today had he 
invested even a fraction of this money in his military. 

Fourth, we will strictly enforce the No Fly Zones in 
southern and northern Iraq. Our airforce already controls 
the skies from the southern suburbs of Baghdad to the 
Kuwaiti border and over northern Iraq - both reducing the 
threat Iraq poses to neighbors and denying him his own 
sovereignty. His own military is reminded every day that 
Saddam has lost the skies for the Iraqi air force. 

• I think he will have been sent a clear message about both 
.American resolve and American capability. 
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POINTS TO BE MADE FOR 
TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH SENATORS LEVIN AND WARNER 

CONCERNING IRAQ AND THEIR TRIP WITH BILL COHEN 

I want to thank you for accompanying Bill on his trip to 
the Gulf region. I understand you sent back regular 
reports to your colleagues, which was very helpful. 

What were your overall impressions of the trip? 

I appreciate your willingness to continue to help 
senate by sharing your experiences and views when 
Senate returns . 

I believe that such a resolution would send the right 
political signal to the world. 
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It will help increase the chances of getting Saddam to back 
down without the necessity of using force, and strengthen 
our position in case he remains obstinate and we are 
obliged to act. 

It would also be a boost for the brave military personnel 
who are on the front line in the Gulf. 

I hope it may still be possible to have the Senate take it 
up when the Congress returns, though I understand that we 
should only do so if we can move it fairly quickly and with 
a constructive debate. Let's keep working together on this 
in coming days. 
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(AS NECESSARY: "DAY AFTER" ISSUES) 

• If, in the aftermath of force, Iraq allows UNSCOM back in, 
that is good. Unless it does so, there is no prospect for 
ending sanctions. But if it does not, here's how the world 
will look to Saddam in the weeks and months after force is 
used. 

First, Iraq's weapons of mass destruction threat and 
capacity to lash out at its neighbors will be significantly 
diminished. Won't destroy everything. But we can have a 
real impact. 

Second, Saddam will know that we will act again if we have 
evidence he is reconstituting his weapons capabilities. We 
will closely monitor Iraq's activities, never stop 
watching. 

Third, sanctions cannot be lifted so long as UNSCOM is 
unable to complete its mission. Sanctions hurt the Iraqi 
regime. Sanctions cost Iraq $110 billion in oil sales. 
Imagine the armed force Saddam would have today had he 
invested even a fraction of this money in his military. 

Fourth, we will strictly enforce the No Fly Zones in 
southern and northern Iraq. our airforce already controls 
the skies from the southern suburbs of Baghdad to the 

. Kuwaiti border and over northern Iraq - both reducing the 
threat Iraq poses to neighbors and denying him his own 
sovereignty. His own military is reminded every day that 
Saddam has lost the skies for the Iraqi air force. 

• I think he will have been sent a clear message about both 
American resolve and American capability. 



TabC 



.. 

• 

• 

• 

1111 

and ~EN,~,, 

~i4c,,i, 
I want to thank you for the support you have shown for our t?~ 
policy toward Iraq. ~~'ct-~i· ~. 
It's important that both adversaries and allies see that U\' lf.1 \l<?, . 
there is unity in Washington on the need for Iraq to comply ~ ~~ '<-( 
with its obligations. G ~ 

Thanks also for the time you've taken to work with 
Madeleine, Bill, and Sandy. We appreciate your views 
are working to make sure your concerns are met. 

~ b ~ ~ 
and ~(~1: , ~ 
~~(~ 

In that regard, I understand you have raised questions Cg~(~L r(~ 
about what happens in the aftermath of force. If Iraq ~k(;1 
al lows UNSCOM back in, that is good. Unless it does so, @J -~~ ~9tri ~ 
there is no prospect for ending sanctions. But if it doesi~; ~"-1t,~~ 
not, here's how the ·world will look to Saddam in the weeks ' ,L"t ~{~!f 
and months after force is used. ~ ~~'lv~~ 

First, Iraq's weapons of mass destruction threat and ~¼ ~6-xi '\ «t\ 
capacity to lash out at its neighbors will be significantlv~~ ~ 
diminished. Won't destroy everything. But we can have a~~ ~ 

::::n:~:::~ will know that we will act again if we have~~~~\/ 
evidence he is reconstituting his weapons capabilities. We G~'"-. fr'\"¼, 
will closely monitor Iraq's activities, never stop h,"'11 Ii 
watching. . ,;:-

Third, sanctions cannot be lifted so long as UNSCOM is ~ ·#_ 
unable to complete its mission. Sanctions hurt the Iraqiht/ ~~(, • 
regime. Sanctions cost Iraq $110 billion in oil sales. :,-t{~ ,I'! 'f!.J 
Imagine the armed torce Saddam would have today had he (¼_ ' t, '( ' x:. 
invested even a fraction of this money in his military. ~(~'1/t(,~Srn 
Fourth, we will strictly enforce the No Fly Zones in l(. . '(/<t X~ 
southern and northern Iraq. Our airforce already controls ~' .· ' '<J,i ~: f. 
the skies from the southern suburbs of Baghdad to the ' ~~A\./ 
Kuwaiti border and over northern Iraq - both reducing the 1 ~ ~ ':~ 
threat Iraq poses to neighbors and denying him his own ((";'\ ~ ,~~ 
sovereignty. His own military is reminded every day that \jJ~-, I~ ~J 
Saddam has lost the skies for the Iraqi air force.~ 1,, ~ ~~~' , 

£ (!)i ~~\ a(._4,1 -1, d i-~ 
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• I know you have supported Trent and Tom's efforts to move a 
Congressional resolution ot support. I appreciate it. I 
agree with Trent and Tom that · such a resolution would send 
the right political signal to the world. 

• It will help increase the chances of getting Saddam to back 
down without the necessity ot using force, and strengthen 
our position in case he remains obstinate and we are 
obliged to act. 

• It would also be a boost for the brave military personnel 
who are on the front line in the Gulf. 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington. D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 13. 1998 
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Recently I watched Secretary Bob Rubin 
Jesse Jackson's Rainbow Coalition. As usual, 
about the economy and investment. 
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comments 

Those comments and your inspired State of the Union address have led me 
to send you this note. Mr. President, you dt 
what you have been able to accomplish reg~ 
factors that have led to today ' s good budget 
think fonner President Bush's agreement to 
movement in 1990 was a profile in courage 
opposed him. I also believe your leadershii: 
over every stone to unify Democrats to pass 
tisan budget effort showed your consistency 
policy and nwnerous other events also clear 
the credit goes to you. 

Mr. President, you know I have writte1 
bully pulpit to push resolution of our long-tc: 
problems so that the fund still will be strong 
comments during the State of the Union add 
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(and that of many others) on this issue has~ .................. ,vu .. ,~-•.Y uavc ~1vcu mt: 

Republicans (and Democrats) a high hurdle to jwnp over before they waste on tax 
cuts all the effort that has been expended to get our Nation' s debt under control. It 
is gratifying to know the expensive lessons of our 1981 tax cut bidding war have 
been well learned. 

It won' t be easy. While you've given all Democrats an agenda to support, 
even Gephardt and the liberals, neither they nor the Republicans will want 
to compromise. Keeping the budget discipline - paying for every new 

. ... 



r :_J-
~ 

• 

~ c.. \-··\__'--'- -' -s \ t,\<-c .1.. C 
l ~\.._\._\.._~ 6, \~~ \.l\ 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 13. 1998 

Recently I watched Secretary Bob Rubin' s televised address to 
Jesse Jackson' s Rainbow Coalition. As usual, I agreed with his wise comments 
about the economy and investment. 

~ 

Those comments and your inspired State of the Union address have led me 
to send you this note. Mr. President, you deserve heartfelt congratulations for 
what you have been able to accomplish regarding the economy. There are many 
factors that have led to today's good budget news - I have told you before that I 
think former President Bush's agreement to help start the deficit reduction 
movement in 1990 was a profile in courage since every Republican in Congress 
opposed him. I also believe your leadership in 1993 was pivotal. You had to tum 
over every stone to unify Democrats to pass that effort, alone. Last year' s bipar­
tisan budget effort showed your consistency. Alan Greenspan' s sound monetary 
policy and nwnerous other events also clearly played a role. However, much of 
the credit goes to you. 

Mr. President, you know I have written you before, urging you to use your 
bully pulpit to push resolution of our long-term Social Security Trust Fund 
problems so that the fund still will be strong when our children retire. Your 
comments during the State of the Union address gave me heart that my counsel 
( and that of many others) on this issue has been heard. You clearly have given the 
Republicans (and Democrats) a high hurdle to jwnp over before they waste on tax 
cuts all the effort that has been expended to get our Nation's debt under control. It 
is gratifying to know the expensive lessons of our 1981 tax cut bidding war have 
been well learned. 

It won't be easy. While you've given all Democrats an agenda to support, 
even Gephardt and the liberals, neither they nor the Republicans will want 
to compromise. Keeping the budget discipline - paying for every new 
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expenditure - is key. It is also what will make it hard. You will win with 
America even if you fail to see your initiatives enacted. 

Regarding Social Security, Mr. President, now that you' ve begun the educa­
tional debate, it is time to focus on solutions. You know of my deep concern over 
the efforts of many to privatize the system. Broad privatization would be a 
clisasrer for those most in need of a safety net. I was pleased to read your remarks 
at Georgetown University on this issue. Social Security is the strongest and most 
successful representation of the responsibilities that bind us - across income 
levels and across generations. Anything that weakens that bond only would 
damage our Nation. 

Mr. President, I still believe you should offer the solution. Win, lose, or 
draw, your proposal would be remembered in his~ry. You are as popular now as 
any President has ever been. Use that popularity to resolve these long-term issues. 

• The Medicare Commission that just has been formed looks like a disaster in 
the making. From afar, it appears that the inmates were put in charge of the 
asylum. I doubt that Bill Thomas - who seems to have gotten himself promoted 
to chairman of the group over the consensus choice of John Breaux - will want 
to compromise. So far, that effort just reaffirms my dislike for commissions. If 
you must establish a Commission on Social Security, work hard to fill it with 
people who have only the best interest of the American people at heart. 

With warm regards, I am 

P.S. Bill, I know what you are going through. It wasn't too long ago that I was 
hounded by the press and zealous prosecutors. My only advice is just to 
continue to do your job. Don't let them force you to hide and fail to achieve 
your goals. You are in my prayers. 

l 
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Presidetlt WilUam J. Clinton 
The White HCU!e . 
1600 Pennsylva:aia Avenue 

• Washi:gtc,n, DC 20500 

Dear M.r. Presidcllt, 

We. Bishop Mcmb~ of Pax c;:hristi USA and ocher bisbopa. arc writing tc you ta ~press 
our profcnmd mcml concerns about tll~ U.S .. Jed sancti0ns against the people af Ira.q. In 
ccnscictU:a, we DigC you to wl !orthc;immedate liftiDg'ofthe sanctiom by the u.~. Sec;urity 
CouucU. to end all U.S. support for Ilise sanctions, ;:md ta refi'a.in. from any militacy attian m the 

ot o II I 

eurrem dispute. • 

ln 1993, on tlu, 't-0.ia a:rrnivanary of our pastor'dl letter> r'thc Challcngs of P~" we lJ.S. 
C:athcli~ Bishops issued -'1."he Raxvcst 'of Justice ;s Sown in i'eace;' In this doc:wn~t. we 
acl.:n,owleciged that '"in tb.c aftermath of the Cold War. a:onom;ic:.sanctions have become a ::iore 
common f0rm of i11tmiational pressure ... ~· a means· o! combating ag__,ores~icn shon: of military 
intc:rve:otion .. ,Ill sac:h ~ue [iu which thi:y have bcn,n applied) we ha.v~ consulted close~ with the .. 
~hurch in th~ cQUntry aff~ * h~ve b~ guided by i'l&judgm.cnt."" 

!n our dcc:ument; ~c bavs an~ar~ four criteria. for the assessment of the: mctjtlity of 
tbe use of sanctions: • • • • · .. ' • • 

• C~ about tho limited eff'cctiveness of sancti~ and the harms c:ausod to 
civilian populatioDS ~uin: that cornprdlensive sanctions be considered Qllly in 
rosponsc:: to •~cmor. irave and "~mg inj,:stice after less ~e:eivc measures 
have been tried arid with clear and reason&ble ~ndilions set for 1heir rcr:noval. 

• • 1"be harm ca.used by ~am:tiOU6 should be prcportio~ to che good likely to be . 
aclliavcd; sanc!ions ~ r,,oid pve md. irnvmibl~ harm to the ~iviliac 
popUlslion. lhcr&fore. 'naef.io:ns. ~ould be: tattet~ as m~h as l)OS&.lale against 
those ~tl)' respom1ole far the injustice, distinp1biag between the govemmm:,.t 
·3l'ld tbe people .. .Bm~ when aoplayed. must makl! ~ic,m for 1he 
fundamental h~an nccd.s of the civilian popu1atioa.. Th~ cieDia1 ofbmc needs 
may not be used as ~ weapon. • • 

• The eonaerat lo sanetions 1,y· substantial porr:iom of?.hc affected. popw-Ltion is 
moral1y rcl~a:nt. 

• Sanctions should always be pm of~ broad=- precess of diplomacy ailtlcd at 
findi:ig an ;fiectivo aol~on to tbe.i~usdco. • ,, 

, .. . •. 
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We find that after s~en years, the sanC'tiom against Ira'l '-ialate these mteria. 

Sa:nc:tioas have talcan the lives·of well Q'Vcr one million PersoilS. 60 ~ent of whom are 
chilciren under 5 yoa:s of age. The 199! bombiug campti!Jl dcstn:lyc:d electric. water and sewage 
plants. as well as agricultural, food. cci 'modical pt1)dQt;tiou facilities. All of these stN.c:tures 
cantiuuc to 'be inapc::ntive., or faneticm ai sub-minimal levels. because the: sanctions have made 1t 
impos:1i'blc tc 'buy spare parts for tbcir_~epair. 

!bis bombing ~paign. together 'With the total embargo in pla~ s.mee August 1990 U1as, 

and is, aA attack agamst me civilian-popuJarion ofJraq. Such countc:r .. popularian warfare has 
been uno.i.uivocally condemned by the :most authoritative teach.mg body 0fthe Catholic: Church.. 
!he St;(;ond Vatican Council (1962-1965). 

lndepccdmt agencies continue ti:> document the devastatmg impa.ct sanctions an, having 
on w ci\'ilian population. These include the United Nariol'l's awn World Health Organization 
(WHO) md ch~ Feed an.d A~lNral ·Orgwza?ian (F AO). In 1996, UNICEF reported that 
~500 children Wfll'II dying monthly. 

Leaders ofthe church i11 Iraq ttll U$ ,:hat smcrions m.usr ezid. Far ~ in August 
1997. ~hbisbop Gabriel ~ab. of~ So"tlwn ltegian of Iraq, stated: "EJ,idemics rage. 
wang _a-way inbnts and i:ac sick 'by tru:-th?u.sands. Those thildren ~ ltlt9ive di.aedSe succumb 
ta malnutrition. which s~ts their physical and mental development. Our 'ltuarion is 
uabearablc! ... We apr,c:£1 ~ thl!I pmple.of c:cnsoienco to work 'IZ> end the blockade ofhaq ... Let it 
be kaown that lb.solution 986 (the so-callQd 'oil-~r-fooci' ~l\ttiQll.) has sc::rved ro divert world 
attmticn, from the tn.gcd_V. 'l"hi!C in some respects aggravating jt•· 

In fua., cmly S3 p~ent of money received for the sale: of oil is available tg Iraq. !bin)' 

pc:rce:Jt nfthc money ralized. from the oil rcv~uc::s is pai!i to Kuwait, and a sizenblc arz.i.c.nmt 

covers wrio~ com of tbc U.N. ~enS&s in IIaq. The !ood md m=cme for Iraqi cbil~ and 
the rest of civilian populatian. ftom hsoluticiri 986, ~ wmcwtly dcLaYecl largely because cif 

the extr&:1'tdi=aty complexity of the procadmes for the implcment,atfon 0f the resolution. 

Mr. President, whatever the intent of these sanctions. \lie ~ CQmpelled by ibis 
asseam1e:nt t.c judge. them to be! s violation ~f moral teaching, specifically as artiGwatcd. ....;thin 
tbc Catliclic: tnclition. rn fact, the wi~tions are· not onJy in violatic,n of the teaching of the 
Cm.clic Church. but they violate thc;·'hurrw1 _rights of I!3qi people. because they deprive um«.ent 
pecipl1 from food and medicine, easic elements for normal life. We call-for the immeciiate 
c~on ofsanc:tiom against.Inq. . .-,·: 

1 , 0 : 1 

We ~ly hcpt you 1Nill .r,ive catcful c:cDfldcratian tc the mmal issue& we llave raised. 
Mr. ~sidcet. due to Ule ccomity of th~ hom1,I~ situation in~ we-n:,pectfull,y request a 
tnecting with you. This would give '1S .a c:h2m:e to furchcr illusttate o1U" position 1:111 the Jnq 
simetiCllS. We are willing to work with you in~ tc find a traly ju.,t path to pc:K,e in the 
'Middle East . 

.. i/llH ' - • -- • - - • 
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Ju.af'l 1'. .Anllbe, Former Auxiliary Bishop of l.D1 Ansel• CA 
\liC'!or H. Salke, eishap af Croelcstl,ri. MN ' 
Joseph M, Breitenbeck. Former Bmticip of Graner Rapids, Ml 
l<e~n M. Britt, At.ixitiary Bishop of Oetrc,lt, Ml 
Cnarlu A. Suswell, Farmer 8.Lshcip at F'1.iebla. CO 

~ Charles J. Chspul 0FM Cap., Bishop of Deriver, CO 
Jahn G. Chedid, Eperc:h af Our Lady or ~nan of Lo& Angeles 
Matthew H. Clark. Bishop of Rochester .. N'r 
PiatrlcJt R. Cdoney, Bi:&hcp Gt Gaylgrd, Ml 
Thomas J. Costello, Alnlilary Bishop of,~~e. PN 
Nicholu J-il. D"Alltanio, AUXiliary BiStlop df Ne,, orteans, LA 
Jc,seph P. Oelat1ey, 8ichop of Ft WorU'I, TX 
Robert W. Oonneuy. AU11l~ry Bkhop of TOlaclo. Ot-t 
Jgg,:pt, A. Ferrarfc, Former Bish<lp of H1:1r10lulu, 1-41 
John J. Pitz,arriek, Former 81shGp of Brewnsvllle. TX 
Patrick F. i::1ores. Ardlbishcip of Sal'I A,,tl:lntai 'J"X 
n,omas GumbletDr'I, AUsiliary Bishop a1 D@treiit, Ml 
Rid'l.a~ C. Hanifer,, 8ishop of Colorado Springs, CC 
Jo.npn L. M~e. BiShcp of Biloxi. MS • 
Wlliam L. Hlgl. 8ishQp of Lil)'afel!e. IN 
Jams Hcffman. e~ of Toi-. OH 
Hawa~ J. Hubbat'd. Bishap af Albany, NY 
Raymond G. H~. Farmer Arehbishap of Saamle, WA 
Whllam A, Hughes;, Former Sia1"110p cf Co,.,lr,;ton, l(Y 

lbr-M?im Ibrahim. Bl.shop Epa~h l!a St.Thomas the ~c,stle, Ml 
Joseph L. lmesdl, Bisnop of JoUtt. IL . . . 
Raymcnd A Luclcer. Bishop of New \Jim: MN 
Len,)' 'T'. Mautiiese11, Former Bishop of Ainartlo, TX 
Jc,hr, E. McCarthy. Bishr.,p of Auatm, 'TX · 
Law,ence J_ Mc;Nemel'8. Bishop of Grancf Island, NB 

-J1:1hn J __ McR.aith. BlShcp of Ownesbora. KY 
Dale J _ MeJcz.elc, Bishop d Gary, IN • • 
Donald w _ Montrose, Bishop af S1Dctcn:in, CA 
Fl"l!r,cis P. Murphy. Audiary Ef'ISf'!oi, r:if ~ MD 
M"tenael J, Murphy. Fl.'Sffl'l8r Bishop d Erie. PA 
James o. Niedergesas, Fcmlar Bi!ltlop of Nashvllle. iN 
Witrarn C. Newman, Audillry Bishop of Baltimore, MD 
Gerald F. 01<~. Former Bishop of Cavef'lport, lA 
Alben H. otte..,.,.,etler. Fcrmar Bishop of Steubenv,lle. OH 
MiQhael Pfeifer. OMI, Bishoi:J of San .Ange lei, .TX 
l<el'\rlem J. Po..,1$1'1, Former Biahop ol Latiaing. Ml 
Francis "- Quirin, Fcrmer Bishop of Sacramento, CA 
James A. Quinn. Auzlliary Bishop of Clevalalif. OH 
Peter A. Rasaua. AUXtllary Blah op of HartfcrG. CT 
Walter J. Sl!t!oenhliff'. ~orn,er ~irary Bishcp af Oettait, Ml 
Rid'lans J. Stltla, ~RIIY Blst,op rJf Mi~ukee, WJ 
John J. S~r. Bishop ofSeintAi,glJ3til;e, FL 
Joseph M. SIMl!van. ~lf"ca,y BilhOO ef ~-eoldyn. NY 
Wal,erF'.Sulliwan. Bishop ~Rictlniond, VA ·-
l<eririeth 5. Untener, Blahcip of S.ainaw, Ml 
Rene A. Valero, ~tiary 8fshcp of Srooldyt:i , NV 
Oaniel F. W~h. Bishc;:, of Las Vegu, NV 
J. l<er,driu. WIiiiams. Bist,op DI Lexlr,,tori. ~ 
G.ivsir,o Zavala. Au.ziriary Schelp of LOIi Atlples, CA 

1~ 20 '98 :ta=s? 282 332 1915 



Millison, Cathy L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ryu, Rexon Y. 
Thursday, February 19, 1998 2:06 PM 
@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
FW: Catholic Bishop's letter [UNCLASSIFIED] 

FYI - Originals should be out there somewhere; Joe Marty is drafting response off the faxed version that we have. 

---Original Message-
From: Ryu, Rexon Y. 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 199812:10 PM 
To: Marty, Joseph H. 
Subject: Catholic Bishop's letter [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Spoke to Fenton Communications. They sent two hard copies: one to White House Press and one to "the White House 
directly." Do you want me to try and track down one of the originals or is knowing that they were sent satisfactory? 

1 



333 SEVENTH AVENUE• NEW YORK . NY 10001 • ( 212 ) 563-4000 • FAX (212 ) 564 - 9058 

KAsHRUTH DIVISION February 17, 1998 

PrHidant 
MANDELL I. GANCHR0 W, M.O. 

Chairman 
PROF. SHIMON KWESTEI. 

ViclJ Chairman 
DAVID FUND 

Rabbinic Administrator 
RAB81 MENACHEM GENACK 

Rabbinic Administrator /1950- 1972) 
RABBI ALEXANDER s. RosENBEAO 

Ms. Ann Lewis 
Assistant to the President 
Director of Communications 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20502 

Dear Ann, 

Enclosed is the next missive to the President entitled "Human 
Anonymity and the Divine Plan". The author is Rabbi Judah Cooperman who 
is the founding Dean ofMichlalah- Jerusalem College, in Israel. 

Sincerely, 
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Rabbi Menachem Genack 
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i1"Y ,,u!:l~rn ;,)n 'V"Y 

Human Anonymity and the Divine Plan 

The birth of Moses is recorded in the bible (Exodus 2: 1-2) "A man went from the 
House of Levy and he took a daughter of Levy. The woman conceived and gave birth 
to a son". This son is none other than Moses, the greatest Law giver in history, who 
gave Israel and the world the Pentateuch (the 5 books of Moses), which has been the 
beacon of moral law to this very day. 

How strange to find the birth of Moses, our teacher, recorded in the annals of history 
in an anonymous context. Later in the same book of Exodus (6,: 20) the bible records 
"Amram took his aunt Yocheved as a wife and she bore him .. . Moses". Would it not 
have been simpler to write the names of the parents of the illustrious Moses when the 
bible recorded his birth, and the miracles pertaining to his salvation by Pharoah's 
daughter?! Instead of this, we are held in the suspense of strict anonymity. The only 
hint which is given, as to whom the child really is, is the name given by an Egyptian 
lady. 

It would appear that the theme underlining this method of recording history from the 
anonymous to the specific is as follows: 

The Divine plan for the redemption of the people of Israel was devised and planned, 
and ready for execution. There is absolutely no doubt regarding the willingness, the 
determination and the ability of the Almighty to put his plan into effect. The only 
question was, who would have the merit to be an active partner with the Almighty in 
bringing this plan into fruition. Amram and Y ocheved, who were amongst the leaders 
of the Israelites in Egypt, brought a son into this world, who was gifted with those 
unique qualities, essential for any partner with the Almighty in this historical upheaval. 
However, at the time of the birth of this savior, all the names are in strict anonymity, 
because it would depend on the determination of these actors on the stage of history, 
whether or not they would be privileged to fulfill the roll assigned to them. (Destiny, 
in this view, is self-determined not predetermined) 

Had these three actors failed to live up to expectations, it would have forced the 
Almighty, as it were, to seek his partner elsewhere. In that event, the names would 
have remained anonymous to this day. It was their determination and their ability to 
live up to the great expectations of them, that took them out of the anonymity of 
Chapter 1 and recorded them for posterity in Chapter 6. 

Happy is the man who has the merit to utilize his great G-d given abilities to participate 
as a vibrant actor in the G-d given plan. -< C ('Ill C ',? f\.J'{\ )(\CA)· . 

• ) 0 'i) ~ ~ \ /· F- I , 

li\ Michlalah - Jerusalem College 
Al Shem Hannah Wolfson 

P.O.B. 16078•Bayit Vegan•Jerusalem 91160 0'''V'"'h1l' n'J•l6078 .1.n 
Tel: (02) 675 0911 • Fax: (02) 675 0917 :tip!) • (02) 675 0911 :," 

http:/ / www.michlala.edu 
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ROBERT A. BELFER 
767 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10153 _,._ 

·.:.l 
Phone: (212) 644-2259 Pu: (212) 644-2230 

February 18, 1998 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

With the swirl of controversy surrounding the potential bombing of Iraq by the Unitt:!d 
States, I would like to share a ·few thou~hts with you. In the I 9)0's, ftaly invaded 
Ethiopia, Japan invaded Manchuria, and the Nnzi~ moved into the Snar in violation of the 
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should not deter us from doing what is both right and necessary. 

My concern in this area has expressed itself in establishing the Belfcr Center for Science 
and Interm,tional Affairs at the Kennedy S1,;hool of Government at Harvard. Vice 
President Gore was kind enough to spenk at our Inaugural Symposium Inst O1.:tob~r JI st. 
The Center is concerned with mutters of security, broadly defined tll range from the 
environment to control of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction . Senators 
Nunn and Lugar were both honored at the opening Symposium for their contributions in 
this nrea. 
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Phone: (212) 644-2259 

February 18, 1998 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

ROBERT A. BELFER 
767 Fifth A venue 

New York, New York 10153 ·-4, 

.~ 

F~: (212) 644-2230 

With the swirl of controversy surrounding the potential bombing of Iraq by the United 
States, I would like to share a ·few thoughts with you. In the I CJ:10's, rtaly invaded 
Ethiopia, Japan invaded Manchuria, and the Nnzis moved into the Snar in violation of the 
Versailles Treaty. The world failed to respond, thereby complinntly accepting, if not 
condoning, acts of aggression - the result, World War JI. 

In the nineties and the next century, the challenge to the world i~ avoiding prol iferation 
of weapons of mass destruction. To qutlte Tom Friedman in the New York Times of 
Febn.iary 17th, "If Iraq - already a repeat user of poison ijas - is able to snub its rmse at 
the U.N. weapons inspectors, then the world's ability to fight the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction elsewhere would be fundamentally compromised. Libya 
and its friends would all be less afraid to develop gerin weapons and nukes . We would 
all end up in a much more dangerous world . That's why Saddam hns to be stopped.'' 

Being the world's policeman is an unenviable task, even when we are acting pursuant w 
U.N. resolutions . However, no other country hns the military capability to act like we 
do, nor has any country the wonderful quality of our lifestyle here and more to lose than 
we. While the self-seeking conduct of the Russians, French and others is regrettable, it 
should not deter us from doing what is both right and necessary. 

My concern in this area has expressed itself in establishing the Belfer Center for Science 
and Internc,tional Affairs at the Kennedy S1,;hool of Government at Harvard. Vice 
President Gore was kind enough to speak at our Jnaugural Symposium Inst O1.:tobtir JI st 
The Center is concerned with mutters of security, broadly defined to range from the 
environment to control of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction . Senators 
Nunn and Lugar were both honored at the opening Symposium for their contributions in 
this area. 
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The President 
F1:bn.1t1ry 18,

1
1998 

Page Two ... 

Mr. President, my involvement with the Kennedy School is an attempt, however small, to 
make the world a safer pince for my children and grandchildren. I would hope, as you 
view your role in history, that you share this view and take the steps necessary to make 
the world safer for Chelsea and her children. 

With all good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

I f~'~/~>::~ // f / / . ,,. I 

Robert A Bclfcr 

RAB :vbs 

Il l ,..... .._ . -,,, 'I' ,-., .... ,-.,'I' ,.., -,, 
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM 
TO: The President 

FROM: Guy L. Smith 

With the situation with Iraq reaching a very critical stage, I wanted to again tell you that 
Americares stands ready to help you advance U.S. interests. If Kofi Anan succeeds. 
which I realize is a long shot, then it appears that we would step back from immediate 
hostilities. 

If the Anan Mission were to get an agreement that provided UNSCOM with unfettered 
access, or for any other erason you chose not to proceed with hostilities, AmeriCares 
stands ready to immediately begin dispatching as much as $ SO m11J1o" •• 1f 
medicines and medical supplies from the people of Amertrn • · -., 1 '\ / c,, ~ _,_ 

It seems that, should we pull back from any 
Iraqi people from the American people, . 
form of compliance from Saddam. 

We fully recognize that the shortages of criiticai 
leadership has purposely bogged down the Oil 
process. And, the idea here is to get out in fror 
medicines to specific locales in Iraq where the s 
notion of Americans being in Iraq bringlr. 
for Saddam's propaganda machine to toe 
such a move would get a positive reaction in the wt 

As we did in the North Korea, we would only l 
would require that our people monitor the distributk 

DETERMINED TO BE AN ADMJNISTRATIVE l 

MAR.KING INITIALS: Of, DATE: ~ / s i ~Of9 
~ o\ 9-or-tt-iL\:-s 



Several weeks ago, after my earlier note to you, we met with representatives from the State 
Department and we also had a discussion with Iraqi UN Ambassador Hamdoon. State 
outlines the various hurdles for humanitarian aid to Iraq and we very helpful. Hamdoon 
was very receptive to the idea (this was well before the situation had deteriorated to where 
we are today). 

Mr. President, Bob Macauley, AmeriCares chairman, wanted you to know that AmeriCares 
will only act in U.S . interests, and we will , of course . do nothing without your guidance 
and approval. 

AmeriCares can have a plane in the air to Baghdad within 12 hours of you authorizing us to 
go. 

Further. we can. on a very discreet basis (we would prepare an air shipment for some 
"other" purpose) get reqady to fly so that we can be there instantly. 

Let me know what you think. 

Sincerely, 

Guy 

P. S. Thank you again for your help to Abigail in her quest to join The White House staff. 
She has had very fruitful discussions with Vanessa Weaver of Bob Nash's staff, as well as 
with Steve Silverman. 

CONTACT: Guy L. Smith, Vice Chairman, AmeriCares. 161 Cherry Street. New Canaan. 
CT 06840; Tel: 203-972-5500; Home Tel: 203-629-1264 
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' CONFIDENTIAL-MEMORANDUM 
TO: The President 

FROM: Guy L. Smith 

meriCares 

les, Sandy Berger, Don Kerrick 

With the situation with Iraq reaching a very critical stage, I wanted to again tell you that 
AmeriCares stands ready to help you advance U.S . interests. If Kofi Anan succeeds. 
which I realize is a long shot, then it appears that we would step back from immediate 
hostilities. 

If the Anan Mission were to get an agreement that provided UNSCOM with unfettered 
access, or for any other erason you chose not to proceed with hostilities, AmeriCares 
stands ready to immediately begin dispatching as much as $.SO million worth of 
medicines and medical supplies from the people of America to the people of Irag_..,_ 

It seems that, should we pull back from any bombing, that a gesture towards the 
Iraqi people from the American people, might be useful to the U.S. in gaining some 
form of compliance from Saddam. 

We fully recognize that the shortages of criitical medicines and food is because the Iraqi 
leadership has purposely bogged down the Oil for Food procurement and distribution 
process. And, the idea here is to get out in front of the process by very visibly gening 
medicines to specific locales in Iraq where the shortages are especially acute. Just the 
notion of Americans being ln Iraq bringing medicines will make it difficult 
for Saddam's propaganda machine to too badly distort the action. Further. 
such a move would get a positive reaction in the west, as well as in the Arab states. 

As we did in the North Korea, we would only provide medicines to civilians. and we 
would require that our people monitor the distribution to insure complete transparency. 

DETERMINED TO BE AN ADMINISTRATIVE 

MARKING INITIALS: OlJ DATE: 8) 5 }d--0\ C\ 
c7\ o \ 9.-ot--iri '-\- s 1 
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