
coplcd 
Spev 11 lq 
Iavull o 
BOWleS 

The  
Economist 

DECEMBER 2OTH 1997 

Asia and the abyss 

(-) 

e :Y fHEPRf! ! 9H7SSEEA 

As
.

 1997 draws towards a close, it is safe to 
say that the most important phenome-

non of the year has been the financial turmoil 
in Asia. Some might cite instead Binyamin 
Netanyahu, Saddam Hussein, Deng Xiao-
ping, the Princess of Wales, Tony Blair, Dolly 
the sheep, even the Spice Girls: but in truth it 
is Asia's condition that has raised the most 
important questions, and could have the 
most far-reaching consequences. Is the tur-
moil a local issue or might it harm the rest of 
the world? Does it signify the failure of a par-
ticular economic or political ideology, which 
might thus hold lessons for others? And, most 
pressing ofall: is the turmoil over? 

It is best to start bycombining the last and the first ofthose 
questions. When economic slowdowns, plunging currencies, 
collapsing banks and struggling companies were confined to 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines, the story 
could be considered as being principally of local importance. 
These economies are small, and their trading and investment 
links to the rest of the world are modest. But when the story 
moved north-eastwards to South Korea and japan it took on a 
new seriousness. These are two of the world's largest econo-
mies which, contraty to popular perception, are also two of 
the world's largest importers as well as sending their invest-
ments all over the globe. A financial calamity there could 
bring on a worldwide slowdown or even slump. 

So is one likely? The answer, alas, is that such a calamity 
can still not be ruled out. In Korea, this is principally because 
shoring up the counttys banks requires the right government 
policies, which in tum requires a govemment—and the coun-
try was voting on December 18th for a new president, whose 
government will not formally take office until February 25th. 
In Japan, however, the uncertainty is not the result simply of 
circumstance. Faced with a renewed slump in confidence 
among consumers, investors and depositors, and the likeli-
hood of a spate of collapses among the country's biggest 
banks, the government needed to act clearly and decisively. A 
big tax cut was required to stimulate the economy; and a 
huge, preferably open-ended, amount of public money had 
to be made available to keep banks afloat while they are 
merged, sold, closed or otherwise revamped. Yet the Japanese 
government's response has been neither clear nor decisive. 

On December 17th Japan's prime minister, Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, did announce a ¥2 trillion ($16 billion) cut in 
income taxes, plus an Y85o billion cut in corporate taxes. But 
this will applyonly for oneyear, and merely reverses the fiscal 
tightening his government enforced last spring. News has 
also emerged of a plan to issue N110 trillion-worth of govern-
ment bonds to finance bank rescues. Yet the plan is vague, 
with no details of how the rescues will work nor whether  

more moneywill be made available if it turns 
out to be needed (see page 47). Mr Hashimoto 
says his aim is to stop the economic troubles 
"originating in Japan from causing global de-
pression". That is a fine aim, and his plan was 
a step in the right direction. But the risk re-
mains of a Japanese collapse, which worsens 
the broader Asian collapse, and then causes a 
worldwide recession. 

No model, but a broader moral 
That brings on the wider questions. How 
could this have happened, in a region where 
growth was proceeding swimmingly, where 
the "fundamentals" of high savings, top-

notch education and technology, and social peace seem still 
to apply? Has the "Asian model" gone wrong? 

At a time of financial collapse, the "fundamentals" are vir-
tually irrelevant. In 193o, America's fundamentals were 
strong, and barely a decade ahead lay the country's greatest 
militaty triumph and its emergence as an economic, political 
and technological superpower. Nevertheless, it was about to 
enter the Great Depression. That is what big financial col-
lapses can produce, when combined with disastrous macro-
economic policies—in America's case, sharp monetary tight-
ening, plus fierce protectionism. 

That, in all its simplicity, is the only general lesson that 
can be brought to bear on Asia's troubles. The economies in 
difficulty do not share anything that can be sensibly de-
scribed as an "Asian model", still less an ideology. Thailand, 
Indonesia and South Korea have as much, or as little, in com-
mon as do France, Britain and Italy, say: although, like all 
capitalist economies, they choose from the same tray of in-
gredients, their mixtures of policies and structures have been 
different. They have not, contrary to many pundits' claims, 
shared a common desire to have the state directing economic 
progress and private investment. Compare these economies 
with India's, say, and you will see that what stands out is their 
willingness to use relatively open markets rather than state 
direction to generate growth; compare them with each other, 
and what stands out is a wide difference in the state's role, as 
wide as that between France, Britain and Italy. 

Like those European economies, though, what they do 
share is a region, and close economic links. In the good years, 
the Asians' increasing exchange oftrade and investment with 
each other, and even their tourists' desire to lie on each others' 
beaches, helped make their growth mutually reinforcing. 
Now that a bad year has arrived, this effect has gone into re-
verse. And it is being exacerbated by three characteristics that 
are widespread, though not ideological: first, that fast growth 
had concealed, or even encouraged, the existence of many 
poorly run and poorly regulated banks; second, that some 
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Asian governments have been slow to accept that tough reme- some possible goods, but also plenty of possible bads. 
dies were needed to avert banking collapses, instead prefer- That, as with so much else at a time of financial turmoil, is 
ring, like Malaysia, to blame outsiders; and, that in several mere speculation. All that can be said for sure about Asia's 
East Asian countries worries about political instability troubles is that they are serious, and that the risk of them 
threaten to make economic uncertainties even worse. spreading to the rest of the world is also serious. Whether lo-

This third worry applies particularly to South Korea and cally or globally, however, the basic lesson remains that of 
Indonesia (see page 49). But it could also apply to China, America in 1930. Deflations and depressions are avoidable. 
whose economy has so far been relatively unscathed but Financial collapses make them possible, because they destroy 
which next yearfaces the task ofprivatising its vast state enter- the confidence on which economic activity depends. But 
prises. That hard task will be made even harder by Asia's 

�
- hat makes them happen is policy mistakes: closing your

weakening economy. The risk is that the associated pains economy, blocking capital flows, ignoring banking collapses, 
could break apart the collective leadership that has run China blaming foreigners, choking off the money supply. Let gov-
since the death of Deng, in February, raising the prospect of ernments dwell upon that, over the holidays. 

Persecuting Bill 

It is a close call, but America's trustbusters are right to wony about
Microsoft's attempts to tighten its grip on the personal computer 

I
NTEL'S Andy Grove may have turned paranoia into a busi- seamlessly and customers will escape the inconvenience of 
ness philosophy, but for Microsoft, the other half of the having to install a separate program themselves. 

"Wintel" twosome that towers over the personal-computer But there are also arguments against allowing Microsoft 
business, the persecution is real enough. Bill Gates's software to do what it wants, at least for the time being. It is too simple 
firm is not only facing a host oflegal challenges to the way it to say that he who controls the browser market also controls 
does business, but is also confronted by a formidable alliance the Web, but browsers do form a sort of gateway that can in-
of competitors who are out to end the Windows monopoly of fluence the way people use the Internet, by promoting some 
the desktop operating system. content at the expense of others. Ever since 1994, when 

To a degree, the legal and commercial threats are related Netscape burst on to the scene with its Navigator browser, 
When Microsoft feels vulnerable to competition it fights its Microsoft has been playing catch-up. However, the effort it 
corner with greater vigour. Because that tends to mean using has put into it-giving its browser away, bullying PC manu-
the muscle that comes from owning the desktop, it attracts the facturers to install it and improving it until it is at least the 
unwelcome attentions of competition authorities, who are equal of Netscape's latest offering-is some indication of 
then spurred on by the possibility that Microsoft's domi- what Microsoft thinks is at stake. 
nance of the personal computer may not be impregnable af­
ter all. This explains why, despite some idiosyncratic logic(see 
page 100), Judge Thomas Jackson was probably right to stop 
Microsoft from forcing PC makers to install its Internet 
browser as a condition for licensing Windows 95-

Regulators should only act when they believe that firms 
are engaging in practices that will reduce competition, in 
ways that could raise prices or suppress innovation. They 
must also be confident that by intervening they will make 
things better, not worse. In software, the need for regulators to 
tread softly is especially great A market in which thousands 
of companies enjoy enviable growth, and in which consum­
ers get ever-improving products at ever-lower prices, should 
not need much help from flat-footed competition police. 

That said, Microsoft's market power would give even the 
coolest regulator some anxiety. The issue before Judge Jack­
son, although superficially narrow-whether Microsoft had 
breached an earlier consent decree forbidding it from ''tying;, 

products to sales of Windows-is one that really does matter: 
should Microsoft be allowed to integrate its Web browser, In­
ternet Explorer, into the Windows operating system? 
Microsoft's arguments for doing so have merit Just about ev­
erybody who buys a PC these days wants to gain access to the 
Internet, so a browser should be standard equipment If it is 
standard equipment, it follows that it should be fully a part of 
the operating system, because that way it will work more 

Heading off Java 

Microsoft's critics allege, and Microsoft fiercely denies, that it 
is also intent on using its browser to prevent Java, a new soft­
ware language whose supporters claim for it a "write once, 
run anywhere" capability, from fulfilling its potential. Sun 
Microsystems-Java's inventor-is suing Microsoft for at­
tempting to balkanise Java into different versions. The threat 
to Windows is that Java "applets" or mini-applications can 
be downloaded from the Internet to run on any operating 
system. This has led rivals such as Oracle, IBM and Sun to 
promote the network computer (NC), a slimmed.<fown ma­
chine that can download applications when they are needed, 
as an alternative to the complex PC 1t is this combination of 
forces that, the Justice Department believes, has made Micro­
soft so determined to elbow Netscape into history. 

Next year will see the release of new Java-based applica­
tions for the business market and the launch of various inex­
pensive NC-type devices. If they work as billed, admittedly a 
big "ir', companies and consumers stand to benefit as the 
resulting competition makes computing cheaper and easier. 
But it is a gamble, and should be treated as such. The current 
injunction awaits a report on Microsoft by a Harvard law 
professor in May. That will be a good time to consider 
whether to let Mr Gates off the leash again. 
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Does the exchange of courtesies between Iran and America spellag dPoV ES 
estrangement? Only if the outside world continues to help Mr Khatami 12-29 -I 
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BRAVELY, Muhammad Khatami stretched out his finger-
tips, even to the Great Satan itsel£ He had respect, said 

Iran's new president on December 14th at the end of a re-
markably harmonious Islamic gathering in Tehran, for "the 
great people of the United States", and hoped that through a 
"thoughtful dialogue we could get closer to peace and secu-
rity and tranquillity." President Bill Clinton responded 
promptly and warmly, though whether he is yet prepared to 
abandon the discredited "dual containmenr policy that 
banished Iran, as well as Iraq, from civilised discourse re-
mains unclear. He would welcome such a dialogue, he said, 
so long as it covered matters ofAmerican concern. These, he 
reiterated, were Iran's support for international terrorism, its 
efforts to disrupt the Middle East peace process and its devel-
opment of weapons of mass destruction. 

America's positive response to Mr Khatami's overture is 
welcome. Much has changed since the 1980s, when America 
burnt its fingers trying to back "moderate" in an Iranian re-
gime that was playing a good-cop, bad-cop routine. These 
days, the power struggle is sincere, and crucial. Mr Khatami 
was elected, by a landslide 70% of voters, because he was 
thought to be the man who would shepherd a liberalised Iran 
back from the world's ostracised fringe. But he is fiercely re-
sisted by Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran's "supreme leader, 
who has become the voice for all who resist social and politi-
cal change. Victory could go either way. 

Mr Khatami has to tread carefully, above all in promoting 
relations with the West. But the Islamic conference was a big 
coup for him, setting the stage for a dramatic improvement in 
Iranian-Arab affairs. In the past, Arab rulers feared Iran as an  

exporter of revolutionary thought: now, at 
emphasis is on tolerance, co-existence and st. 

Some of America's old concerns may be o 
importance. With the advent of Israel's Likud 
the line dividing those who support the peace pr• 
those who oppose it is blurred. Nor is Iran's curren 
ship of international terrorism incontestable: all th 
is that it still has some control over Hizbullah, whi 
get Israel out of Lebanon, and over Islamic Jihad, a 
estinian group that has been inactive for some ti 
though the thought of Iran's mullahs with a nuclea 
indeed scary, it is hard to get a country to drop a pr• 
that it denies having. Better, perhaps, if Iran's nucl 
programme were fully approved and safeguard 
if Iran could free itself of its paranoia about the a 
surround it, including America's in the Gulf. 

The Saudi channel 
The urgency is to get American-Iranian commu tion go-
ing. But to expect early, and open, government- ern-

4 ment talks may be to overrate the extent of Mr Khatami's  
thority: the advantages ofcalmer relations with America have 
to creep up on Iran, not explode in the mullahs' faces. 

Saudi Arabia, which long resented Iran's Islamic preten-
sions and feared its meddling, is now offering its services as 
broker to advance an Iranian-American dialogue. It might be 
an idea to take advantage of this curious channel, at least to 
get things started. Iran's anti-western hardliners would be the 
only ones to gain if nothing solid were to emerge from Mr 
Khatami's and Mr Clinton's exchange of smoke signals. 
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Europe needs to repair relations with Tudcey, fast 

IF THE European Union summit last weekend ever comes 
to be regarded as historic, it is likely to be because of a his-

toric mistake. Unless matters are put right, historians may 
look back to the Luxembourg meeting and judge it to be the 
occasion when Europe needlessly offended Turkey, thus in-
creasing that country's sense of exclusion, its reluctance to re-
form, its awkwardness over Cyprus and NATO and perhaps 
its readiness to embrace either Islamic or quasi-military rule. 
Not bad for two days' work. 

A main purpose of the summit was to decide how and 
when the EU would open talks with prospective new mem-
bers to the east. On this, the summiteers took their text from 
the Gospels and decided that the first should be last, and the 
last first. So five applicants only recently freed from commu-
nism (the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and Slo-
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venia), plus Cyprus, would be given priorit 
munists would be taken second; and into 
alone, would fall Turkey, which has been wai 

Perhaps the West Europeans did not thu 
the Turks. The Luxembourg communiqué, a 
key is as eligible as the others. Yet equal elig 
does not mean equal treatment, as Turkeys will., 
has been quick to note. He has gone into a huff(see page 74). 

In truth, Turkey is not yet as eligible as most of the others. 
The five Central Europeans would certainly be easier to bring 
into the club, not least because they are smaller and richer. 
Moreover, Turkey is far from measuring up to West European 
standards of democracy. The rights of man do not rank high 
among the concerns of most of those who run the country, 
especially among the police and army. A bloody war against 

17 



i 
• 

• 

i 

~~'`-~~,~,.~~qs„ 

Khatami's Iran "?-j& l-"' 
LEADERS 

\ 
\ 

. 
. ) 

Does the exchange of courtesies between Iran and America  spell 
-PiEdPoVE 

estrangement? Only if the outside world continues to help Mr Khatami 12-27  ' 
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promptly and warmly, though whether he is yet prepared to 

abandon the discredited "dual containment" policy that 

banished Iran, as well as Iraq, from civilised discourse re-

mains unclear. He would welcome such a dialogue, he said, 
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sisted by Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran's "supreme leader", 
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ing. But to expect early, and open, government-t ern-

ment talks may be to overrate the extent of Mr Khatami's 

thority: the advantages of calmer relations with America have 

to creep up on Iran, not explode in the mullahs' faces. 

Saudi Arabia, which long resented Iran's Islamic preten-

sions and feared its meddling, is now offering its services as 

broker to advance an Iranian-American dialogue. It might be 

an idea to take advantage of this curious channel, at least to 

get things started. Iran's anti-western hardliners would be the 

only ones to gain if nothing solid were to emerge from Mr 

Khatami's and Mr Clinton's exchange of smoke signals. 

The Luxembourg rebuff 

Europe needs to repair relations with Turkey, fast 

I F THE European Union summit last weekend ever comes 
to be regarded as historic, it is likely to be because of a his-

toric mistake. Unless matters are put right, historians may 

look back to the Luxembourg meeting and judge it to be the 

occasion when Europe needlessly offended Turkey, thus in-

creasing that countrys sense of exclusion, its reluctance to re-

form, its awkwardness over Cyprus and NATO and perhaps 

its readiness to embrace either Islamic or quasi-military rule. 

Not bad for two days' work. 
A main purpose of the summit was to decide how and 

when the EU would open talks with prospective new mem-

bers to the east. On this, the summiteers took their text from 

the Gospels and decided that the first should be last, and the 

last first. So five applicants only recently freed from commu-

nism (the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and Slo-
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venia), plus Cyprus, would be given priority; other ex-com-

munists would be taken second; and into a third category, 

alone, would fall Turkey, which has been waiting since 1963. 

Perhaps the West Europeans did not thus mean to insult 

the Turks. The Luxembourg communiqué, after all, says Tur-

key is as eligible as the others. Yet equal eligibility evidently 

does not mean equal treatment, as Turkey's prime minister 

has been quick to note. He has gone into a huff (see page 74). 
In truth, Turkey is not yet as eligible as most of the others. 

The five Central Europeans would certainly be easier to bring 

into the club, not least because they are smaller and richer. 

Moreover,Turkey is far from measuring up to West European 

standards of democracy. The rights of man do not rank high 

among the concerns of most of those who run the country, 

especially among the police and army. A bloody war against 
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separatist Kurds consumes much of the south-east and spills 
over into Iraq, where Turkey has thousands of troops. And no 
end to the fighting is in sight. The war demands a political 
settlement, ideally based on a system of regional autonomy, 
but only force is on offer. 

No wonder, perhaps: the army, which has seized power 
three times in the past 40 years, still exercises undue influ-
ence over Turkish politics. In June, acting as self-appointed 
guardians of the countiys secularism, Turkeys generals in ef-
fect removed from office the coalition government led by the 
Islamist Welfare Party. The generale hand is not hard to de-
tect in the unwise attempt now under way to have the Con-
stitutional Court declare the party illegal. It is equally evident 
in Turkeys uncompromising stand over Cyprus. If the Turks 
were imaginative enough to offer a few concessions, such as a 
cut in their forces in northern Cyprus, and to advise the Turk-
ish-Cypriots to give up some land in return for a settlement, 
then the pressure would be on their Greek and Greek-Cypriot 
antagonists to respond. But the generals are obdurate. 

With shortcomings like these, Turkey may well seem un-
suitable as a member of the EU. Yet the Turks do not expect 
instant admission. They expect, and deserve, only treatment 
as favourable as that given to the second group of applicants, 

r 

which includes Bulgaria, Slovakia and other less-than-perfect 
democracies. The benefits for Turkey would be considerable. 
In time there would be economic dividends, but long before 
that the mere expression of willingness to treat the applica-
tion seriously would have helped all those Turks who are try-
ing to promote democracy, to settle the Kurdish problem and 
to reduce the influence of the generals. 

Exclusion, resentment, defiance, trouble 
If such encouragement is not given, the opposite may hap-
pen. Turkey may become more Middle Eastern in its ways, its 
government may become more military-influenced and re-
pressive, and its people more resentful and perhaps more 
worryingly Islamist. By that time, however, it is quite possible 
that Cyprus—where hopes for a settlement are now yoked to 
the Cypriot application to join the Eu—will have moved to- 
wards crisis point. The drift towards belligerency would then 
be much harder to stop. 

Since the West needs a friendly, co-operative partner at 
the eastern end ofthe Mediterranean as much as ever—Iraq is 
vile, Iran uncertain, Central Asia and the Caucasus hardly 
placid—the Luxembourg rebuff seems astonishingly ill 
judged. Amends should be made as quickly as possible. 
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Britain's Labour government has had a wobbly month. Part of the reason is 
inexperience. But part arises from philosophical confusion 

THE confident stride with which Tony Blaies government 
entered office on May 2nd has turned into a series of trips, 

stumbles and zig-zags. None has been serious on its own; and 
in time all might turn out merely to have been caused by the 
natural inexperience of a party that was out of power for 18 
years. But some of the problems arise from a deeper difficulty, 
which could, in the end, pose a real danger. 

That difficulty is that, for all the talk of "New Labour and 
"modernisation", the leadership of the party still seems un-
sure of quite what it thinks about some basic philosophical 
issues. The fuss over the offshore, tax-avoiding trust held by a 
Treasury minister, Geoffrey Robinson (see page 8o) does not 
reflect any apparent wrong-doing by Mr Robinson but rather 
the fact that his boss, Gordon Brown, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, has felt the need to attack exactly the sort of tax-
avoidance schemes which his colleague has been exploiting. 
For Mr Brown, using legal means to reduce your tax liability is 
immoral: the rich must pay their "fair share even if it exceeds 
their legal share. And yet he and Mr Blair appointed a tax 
avoider to his Treasury team. That, ifyou think tax avoidance 
is immoral, is rather like appointing an adulterer to advise 
the government on how to strengthen the family. 

This reflects a wider ambiguity about Laboues attitude to 
business. At the Department of Health, the private sector is 
still regarded as irredeemably wicked, and competition is a 
dirty word. The health white paper published in mid-Decem-
ber supposedly abolishes the limited amount of competition 
between hospitals introduced by the previous Conservative 
government. There is no question of inviting private medical 
firms to tender for some NHS work, even though such con-
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tracting-out has improved other public services. The govern-
ment has abolished tax relief for private medical care for the 
elderly—apparently on purely ideological grounds, since this 
will actually add to the bill paid by the state. Ministers are 
also in a flap over whether to let the NHS hire spare beds in 
private hospitals to head offa predicted winter crisis. 

At the Department for Education and Employment, pri-
vate is sometimes good, sometimes bad. The assisted-places 
stheme and nursery vouchers, two means by which parents 
were given state money to buy private education, have been 
scrapped. But the department recently announced a pilot 
scheme in which the state would pay for older pupils to go to 
private schools, to study for A-level exams in subjects not of-
fered in local state sthools. And David Blunkett, the educa-
tion secretary, has even suggested privatising local-education 
authorities which fail to improve. While Mr Blunkett insists, 
like other ministers, that "competition is out, co-operation is 
in", he will not be scrapping the Tories' league tables of 
schools' exam results. Competition is still in, then. 

But surely Labour has cosied up to business, by appoint-
ing to its ranks Mr Robinson as well as Lord Simon, a former 
chairman of BEI Yes, but cosying up seems to mean handing 
out privileges with one hand—relief for Formula One motor-
racing, for film-makers, for coal mines—while still attacking 
wealth and profits when the government feels like it. That 
may be tempting, when you are being assailed by your own 
supporters for efforts to cut welfare spending on lone parents 
and others. Yet competition and choice, not suspicion and 
control, should be the watch-words. And consistency. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCARES THE pliEsual 

Plenty of gloom 

that being wrong proves them right 

IN 1798 Thomas Robert Malthus inaugu-
rated a grand tradition of environmen-

talism with his best-selling pamphlet on 
population. Malthus argued with impec-
cable logic but distinctly peccable premises 
that since population tended to increase 
geometrically (1,2,4,8 ) and food supply 
to increase arithmetically (1,23,4 ), the 
starvation of Great Britain was inevitable 
and imminent. Almost everybody thought 
he was right. He was wrong. 

In 1865 an influential book by Stanley 
Jevons argued with equally good logic and 
equally flawed premises that Britain would 
run out of coal in a few short years' time. In 
1914, the United States Bureau of Mines 
predicted that American oil reserves would 
last ten years. In 1939 and again in 1951, the 
Department of the lnterior said American 
oil would last 13 years. Wrong, wrong, 
wrong and wrong. 

This article argues that predic-
tions of ecological doom, includ-
ing recent ones, have such a terri-
ble track record that people should 
take them with pinches of salt in-
stead of lapping them up with rel-
ish. For reasons of their own, pres-
sure groups, journalists and fame-
seekers will no doubt continue to 
peddle ecological catastrophes at 
an undiminishing speed. These 
people, oddly, appear to think that 
having been invariably wrong in 
the past makes them more likely to 
be right in the future. The rest of us 
might do better to recall, when 
wamed of the next doomsday, 
what ever became of the last one. 

Empty imaginations 
In 1972 the Club of Rome pub-
lished a highly influential report 
called "Limits to Growth". To 
many in the environmental move-
ment, that report still stands as a 
beacon of sense in the foolish 
world of economics. But were its 
predictions borne out? 

"Limits to Growtir said total 
global oil reserves amounted to 

Ic&4> ULG 

55o billion barrels. "We could use up all of 
the proven reserves of oil in the entire 
world by the end of the next decade," said 
President Jimmy Carter shortly afterwards. 
Sure enough, between 197o and 199o the 
world used 6oo billion barrels ofoil. So, ac-
cording to the Club of Rome, reserves 
should have been overdrawn by 5o billion 
barrels by 199o. In fact, by 199o unex-
ploited reserves amounted to 9oo billion 
barrels—not counting the tar shales, of 
which a single deposit in Alberta contains 
more than 55o billion barrels. 

The Club of Rome made similarly 
wrong predictions about natural gas, silver, 
tin, uranium, aluminium, copper, lead and 
zinc. In every case, it said finite reserves of 
these minerals were approaching exhaus-
tion and prices would rise steeply. In every 
case except tin, known reserves have actu-
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ally grown since the Club's report; in some 
cases they have quadrupled. "Limits to 
Growth" simply misunderstood the mean-
ing of the word "reserves". 

The Club of Romes mistakes have not 
tarnished its confidence. It more recently 
issued to wide acclaim "Beyond the Lim-
its", a book that essentially said: although 
we were too pessimistic about the future be-
fore, we remain equally pessimistic about 
the future today. But environmentalists 
have been a little more circumspect since 
199o about predicting the exhaustion of 
minerals. That year, a much-feted environ-
mentalist called Paul Ehrlich, whose words 
will prove an inexhaustible (though not in-
finite: there is a difference) reserve of 
misprediction for this article, sent an econ-
omist called Julian Simon a cheque for 
$570.07 in settlement of a wager. 

Dr Ehrlich would later claim that he 
was "goaded into making a bet with Simon 
on a matter of marginal environmental im-
portance." At the time, though, he said he 
was keen to "accept Simon's astonishing 
offer before other greedy people jump in." 
Dr Ehrlich chose five minerals: tungsten, 
nickel, copper, chrome and tin. They 
agreed how much of these metals $1,ooo 
would buy in 198o, then ten years later re-
calculated how much that amount of metal 

would cost (still in 198o dollars) 
and Dr Ehrlich agreed to pay the 
difference if the price fell, Dr Si-
mon if the price rose. Dr Simon 
won easily; indeed, he would have 
won even if they had not adjusted 
the prices for inflation, and he 
would have won if Dr Ehrlich had 
chosen virtually any mineral: of 35 
minerals, 33 fell in price during 
the 1980s. Only manganese and 
zinc were exceptions (see chart 1). 

Dr Simon frequently offers to 

doomsayer, but has not yet found 
repeat the bet with any prominent 

a taker. 
Others have yet to cotton on. 

The 1983 edition of a British GCSE 

school textbook said zinc reserves 
would last ten years and natural - 

: gas 3o years. By 1993, the author 
had wisely removed references to 
zinc (rather than explain why it 
had not run out), and he gave natu-
ral gas 5o years, which mocked his 
forecast of ten years earlier. But 

I still not a word about price, the 
misleading nature of quoted "re-
serves" or substitutability. 

So much for minerals. The 
record of mispredicted food sup-

Forecasters of scarcity and doom are not only invariably wrong, they think 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCARES 

plies is even worse. Consider two quota-
tions from Paul Ehrlich's best-selling books 
in the 197os. 

Agricultural experts state that a tripling of the 
food supply of the world will be necessaty in the 
next 3o years or so, if the 6 or 7 billion people 
who may be alive in the year 2000 are to be ade-
quately fed. Theoretically such an increase 
might be possible, but it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that it is totally impossible in 
practice. 

The battle to feed humanity is over. In the 197os 
the world will undergo famines—hundreds of 
millions of people are going to starve to death. 

He was not alone. Lester Brown of the 
Worldwatch Institute began predicting in 
1973 that population would soon outstrip 
food production, and he still does so every 
time there is a temporary increase in wheat 
prices. In 1994, after 21 years of being 
wrong, he said: "After 4o years of record 
food production gains, output per person 
has reversed with unanticipated abrupt-
ness?" Two bumper harvests followed and 
the price ofwheat fell to record lows.Yet Mr 
Brown's pessimism remains as impregna-
ble to facts as his views are popular with 
newspapers. 

The facts on world food production are 
truly startling for those who have heard 
only the doomsayers' views. Since 1961, the 
population of the world has almost dou-
bled, but food production has more than 
doubled. As a result, food production per 
head has risen by 2o% since 1961 (see chart 
2). Nor is this improvement confined to 
rich countries. According to the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, calories con-
sumed per capita per day are 27% higher in 
the third world than they were in 1963. 
Deaths from famine, starvation and mal-
nutrition are fewer than ever before. 

"Global 2000" was a report to the presi-
dent of the United States written in 198o by 
a committee of the great and the good. It 
was so influential that it caused one CNN 
producer to "switch from being an objec-
tive journalist to an advocate of environ-
mental doom. "Global 2000" predicted 
that population would increase faster than 
world food production, so that food prices 
would rise by between 35% and 115% by 
2000. So far the world food commodity in-
dex has fallen by 5o% (see chart 3). With two 
years to go, prices may yet quintuple to 
prove "Global moo" right. Want to bet? 

Perhaps the reader thinks the tone of 
this article a little unforgiving. These pre-  

dictions may have been 
spectacularly wrong, but 
they were well-meant. But 
in that case, those quoted 
would readily admit their 
error, which they do not. It 
was not impossible to be 
right at the time. There 
were people who in 197o 
predicted abundant food, 
who in 1975 predicted 
cheap oil, who in 198o pre-
dicted cheaper and more 
abundant minerals.Today 
those people—among 
them Norman Macrae of 
this newspaper, julian Si-
mon, Aaron Wildavsky—are ignored by the 
press and vilified by the environmental 
movement. For being right, they are called 
" right-wi ng". The truth can be a bitter medi-
cine to swallow. 

Hot headed 
Meanwhile, environmental attention 
switched from resources to pollution. Can-
cer-causing chemicals were suddenly said 
to be everywhere: in water, in food, in pack-
aging. Last summer Edward Goldsmith 
blamed the death of his brother, Sir James, 
on chemicals: all cancer is caused by chem-
icals, he claimed, and cancer rates are ris-
ing. Not so. The rate of mortality from can-
cers not related to smoking for those 
between 35 and 69 is actually falling 
steadily—by 15% since 195o. Organically 
grown broccoli and coffee are full of natu-
ral substances that are just as carcinogenic 
as man-made chemicals at high doses and 
just as safe at low doses. 

In the early 198os acid rain became the 
favourite cause of doom. Lurid reports ap-
peared of widespread forest decline in Ger-
many, where half the trees were said to be 
in trouble. By 1986, the United Nations re-
ported that 23% of all trees in Europe were 
moderately or severely damaged by acid 
rain. What happened? They recovered. The 
biomass stock of European forests actually 
increased during the 198os. The damage all 
but disappeared. Forests did not decline: 
they thrived. 

A similar gap between perception and 
reality occurred in the United States. 
Greens fell over each other to declare the 
forests of North America acidified and dy-
ing. "There is no evidence of a general or 
unusual decline of forests in the United  

States or Canada due to 
acid rain," concluded a 
ten-year, $7oom official 
study. When asked if he 
had been pressured to be 
optimistic, one of the au-
thors said the reverse was 
true. "Yes, there were po-
litical pressures ... Acid 
rain had to be an environ-
mental catastrophe, no 
matter what the facts 
revealed." 

Today the mother of all 
environmental scares is 
global warming. Here the 
jury is still out, though not 

according to President Clinton. But before 
you rush to join the consensus he has de-
clared, compare two quotations. The first 
comes from Newsweek in 1975: "Meteorol-
ogists disagree about the cause and extent 
of the cooling trend ... But they are almost 
unanimous in the view that the trend will 
reduce agricultural productivity for the rest 
of the century?" The second comes from 
Vice-President Al Gore in 1992: "Scientists 
concluded—almost unanimously—that 
global warming is real and the time to act is 
now?" (The italics are ours.) 

There are ample other causes for alarm-
ism for the dedicated pessimist as the cen-
tuty's end nears. The extinction of ele-
phants, the threat of mad-cow disease, 
outbreaks ofthe Ebola virus, and chemicals 
that mimic sex hormones are all fashion-
able. These come in a different category 
from the scares cited above. The trend in 
each is undoubtedly not benign, but it is 
exaggerated. 

In 1984 the United Nations asserted 
that the desert was swallowing zim hect-
ares of land every year. That claim has been 
comprehensively demolished. There has 
been and is no net advance of the desert at 
alL In 1992 Mr Gore asserted that 2o% of the 
Amazon had been deforested and that de-
forestation continued at the rate of 8om 
hectares a year. The true figures are now 
agreed to be 9% and 2,1m hectares a year 
gross at its peak in the 1980s, falling to 
about tom hectares a year now. 

Just one environmental scare in the 
past 3o years bears out the most alarmist 
predictions made at the time: the effect of 
DDT (a pesticide) on birds of prey, otters 
and some other predatory animals. Every 
other environmental scare has been either 
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of the Sahel. Westerners have 
forced inappropriate mea-
sures on puzzled local inhabit-
ants in order to meet activists' 
preconceived notions of envi-
ronmental change. The myth 
that oil and gas will immi-
nently run out, together with 
worries about the greenhouse 
effect, is responsible for the 
despoliation of wild land-
scapes in Wales and Denmark 
by ugly, subsidised and there-
fore ultimately job-destroying 
wind farms. School textbooks 
are counsels of despair and 
guilt (see "Environmental Edu-
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wrong or badly exaggerated. 
Will you believe the next one? 

Environmental scare sto-
ries now follow such a predict-
able line that we can chart their 
course. Year 1 is the year of the 
scientist, who discovers some 
potential threat. Year 2 is the 
year of the journalist, who 
oversimplifies and exaggerates 
it Only now, in year 3, do the 
environmentalists join the 
bandwagon (almost no green 
scare has been started by 
greens). They polarise the issue. 
Either you agree that the world 
is about to come to an end and 
are fired by righteous indignation, or you 
are a paid lackey of big business. 

Year 4 is the year of the bureaucrat. A 
conference is mooted, keeping public offi-
cials well supplied with club-class tickets 
and limelight. This diverts the argument 
from science to regulation. A totemic "tar-
get" is the key feature: 3o% reductions in 
sulphur emissions; stabilisation of green-
house gases at 199o levels; 140,000 ritually 
slaughtered healthy British cows. 

Year 5 is the time to pick a villain and 
gang up on him. It is usually America 
(global warming) or Britain (acid rain), but 
Russia (cFcs and ozone) or Brazil (defor-
estation) have had their day. Year 6 is the 
time for the sceptic who says the scare is ex-
aggerated. This drives greens into parox-
ysms of pious rage. "How dare you give 
space to fringe viewsr cry these once-fringe 
people to newspaper editors. But by now 
the scientist who first gave the warning 
is often embarrassingly to be found 
among the sceptics. Roger Revelle, 
nickname "Dr Greenhouse, who fired 
AI Gore with global warming evange-
lism, wrote just before his death in 
1991: "The scientific basis for green-
house warming is too uncertain to jus-
tify drastic action at this time." 

Year 7 is the year of the quiet 
climbdown. Without fanfare, the offi-
cial consensus estimate of the size of 
the problem is shrunk. Thus, 
when nobody was 
looking, the popu-
lation "explosion" • ,  ;00 - 
became an asymp-
totic rise to a maxi-
mum ofjust 15 bil-
lion; this was then 

! 

downgraded to 12 billion, then less than to 
billion. That means population will never 
double again. Greenhouse warming was 
originally going to be "uncontrolled". Then 
it was going to be 2.5-4 degrees in a century. 
Then it became 1.5-3 degrees (according to 
the United Nations). In two years, ele-
phants went from imminent danger of ex-
tinction to badly in need of contraception 
(the facts did not change, the reporting did). 

Doom kills 
ls it not a good thing to exaggerate the po-
tential ecological problems the world faces 
rather than underplay them? Not necessar-
ily. A new book edited by Melissa Leach 
and Robin Mearns at the University of Sus-
sex ("The Lie of the Land", published by 
James Currey/Heinemann) documents just 
how damaging the myth of deforestation 
and population pressure has been in parts 
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cation", published by the Institute of Eco-
nomic Affairs), which offer no hope of win-
ning the war against famine, disease and 
pollution, thereby inducing fatalism rather 
than determination. 

Above all, the exaggeration of the popu-
lation explosion leads to a form of misan-
thropy that comes dangerously close to fas-
cism. The aforementioned Dr Ehrlich is an 
unashamed believer in the need for co-
erced family planning. His fellow eco-guru, 
Garrett Hardin, has said that "freedom to 
breed is intolerable". If you think popula-
tion is "out of control" you might be 
tempted to agree to such drastic curtail-
ments of liberty. But if you know that the 
graph is flattening, you might take a more 
tolerant view of your fellow human beings. 

You can be in favour of the environ-
ment without being a pessimist. There 
ought to be room in the environmental 

movement for those who think 
that technology and economic 
freedom will make the world 
cleaner and will also take the pres-4 sure offendangered species. But at 
the moment such optimists are 
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distinctly unwelcome among 
environmentalists. Dr Ehrlich 
likes to call economic growth the 
creed of the cancer cell. He is not 
alone. Sir Crispin Tickell calls eco-
nomics "not so much dismal as 
half-witted". 

Environmentalists are quick to 
accuse their opponents in busi-
ness of havi ng vested interests. But 
their own incomes, their advance-
ment, their fame and their very ex-
istence can depend on supporting 
the most alarming versions of ev-
en, environmental scare. —The 
whole aim of practical politics", 
said H.L Mencken, "is to keep the 
populace alarmed—and hence 
clamorous to be led to safety—by 
menacing it with an endless series 
of hobgoblins, all of them imagi-
nary." Mencken's forecast, at least, 
appears to have been correct. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N GTO N 

December 22, 1997 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PR31.DENT  

. , !og , - 
12-29 —91 

'97 DEC 22 pti12:1 

FROM RAHM EMANUEL 

SUBJECT THE ECONOMIST AND BUSINESS WEEK ARTICLES 

I thought you would find the attached articles interesting. The first article is from the 
December 20 issue of THE ECONOMIST and the second is from the December 29 issue of 
BUSINESS WEEK. 
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LEXINGTON 

THE standard line on Bill Clinton is that he talks well and 
does little. The truth, so far as 1997 is concerned, is closer to 

the opposite. He has accomplished, or helped to accomplish, 
rather a lot: he has fixed the budget and enlarged NATO, and 
these are big things; he has made modest but useful progress on 
health care and education. But, for much of the year, he has 
talked rather little. He has avoided the cameras and the White 
House briefing room; he has failed to present his administra-
tion's various schemes as part of one grand vision. Hence the 
mounting talk that he is aimless, exhausted, a lame duck. And 
hence the importance ofhis news conference on December i6th, 
which ran for 94 minutes and may have been the longest in 
America's presidential history. 

The conference was, in large 
Om brilliant. Mr Clinton again 
showed that he is the world's best 
telecaster. He is handsome, hir-
sute, and highly articulate on any 
subject that comes up. He knows 
the Greek-Turkish issue. He knows 
anthrax vaccines. He knows the 
Washington, oc, school system. A 
week before the press conference, 
the New York Times had pub- 
lished a long article suggesting 
that Mr Clinton's eye had shifted 
from the political ball to the golf 
ball. After the conference, most 
joumalists in the audience must 
have found themselves wishing 
that they could master so many . -•- j 
subjects and be half as sporty. 

Mr Clinton's most impressive 
answers concerned race. The "na-
tional dialogue that he has 
launched on this subject has been (~~ 
widely ridiculed: there is no point 
just talking, say the sceptics, and 
anyway the dialogue has shut out opponents of the administra-
tion's policies. The president jumped on a questioner who al-
luded to these criticisms. The dialogue, he said, was in fact sup-
ported by concrete actions: the administration has proposed 
college scholarships for students willing to teach in poor black 
areas, and is pushing new measures to eliminate discrimination 
in public housing. Besides, the president went on, critics are 
starting to get theirsay. Resentments are being aired, which is the 
first step towards assuaging them. 

What, asked another questioner, did the president feel about 
ffi armative action? Again, this is a subject on which he has been 

ridiculed: "Mend it, don't end it," he has said, as though a rhyme 
were a substitute for a decision. But it was hard to listen to Mr 
Clinton's answer without feeling some sympathy. Americans, he

rt said, believe in three things: promotion by merit, oppounity 
for everyone, and a hand up for people who have had a hard 
time. This third thing—preferences for the underprivileged—
may be hard to reconcile with strict meritocracy; but, reconcil-
able or not, both notions are appealing. After listening to Mr 
Clinton, many felt that he was grappling honestly with difficult 
choices rather than merely waffling—that he was having a dia-
logue on race inside his own head, as one commentator put it. 

And yet, if Mr Clinton's performance was brilliant in parts, it 
was awful also. For, just as he succeeded in casting his misty 

-1
 

views on race in an appealing light, so he missed the opportu-
nity to wrap his policies, in a grand vision. His opening state-
ment, which should have been an opportunity to explain his 
vision for his three remaining years in power, was brief and dis-
tinqtly disappointing; and though he promised later to sum up 
his agenda in a sentence, it tumed out at several paragraphs. 

This was frustrating, and not just because Mr Clinton can 
explain things so compellingly ifhe chooses to. It was frustrating 
because Mr Clinton does have a governing idea, and it is a good 
one. Unlike left-wing Democrats, he accepts that the globalised 
economy and technological change are not merely inevitable 
but positive, for they offer new ways for Americans to get richer. 

Unlike most Republicans, he 
 wants to help people who lose 
from this turmoil. 

This middle view explains 
many Clinton policies: more free 
trade, so that America's economy 
can grow-, more education subsi-
dies, so that people are equipped 

,~ {~ to deai with economic change; 
more effort to protect people from 
losing their health insurance, so 
that those who cope poorly with 
change are spared the worst hard-
ships. Misconceived government 
programmes to help the vulner-
able might blunt incentives and 
drive up taxes. But MrClinton has 
proved his sensitivity to these 
dangers by signing welfare reform 
and balancing the budget. 

This is not merely coherent in 
policy terms. It also offers a cure 
for the administration's main po-
litical headache. For the past year, 

~-~ . the Clintonites have been plagued 
by Dick Gephardt, the Democratic 

leader in the House and the partys heftiest left-winger. Mr Gep-
hardt has levelled two accusations against the president: that he 
cares insufficiently about vulnerable folk, and that he lacks vi-
sion. If Mr Clinton had made more of an effort to explain him-
self this year, both charges would seem laughable. 

The president's mistake is best illustrated by the fight over 
fast track. He failed to explain why freer trade deals are good for 
America, especially when linked to efforts to help parts of the 
country where expanded trade brings unemployment. Instead, 
he put off the issue all through the year, then finally cast it as a 
narrow issue of presidential prerogative. Mr Gephardt, mean-
while, did not hesitate to present his resistance to fast track as a 
principled stand against globalisation and all its works. Having 
thus occupied the high ground, Mr Gephardt succeeded in 
blocking fast track and humiliating the administration. 

And so, despite his reputation for smooth talk, Mr Clinton 
wasted opportunities in 1997 because his talk was inadequate. 
He has lost the bright communications advisers of his first term; 
and his appetite for press conferences was dulled by their ten-
dency to be dominated by questions about scandals. Perhaps a 
new yearwill mark a change.The president will give his state-of-
the-union message in a month's time.And, remarkably, the sub-
ject of scandal was barely raised at all during this week's mara-
thon press conference: a yeaes-end relief for MrClinton. 

* 

a 

• 

~'~~~~= ;~- 

i 

- 

1 

• ...1.; • 

. 
( - - 

i~~--~ 
A - ' _ 

1,(3 
•• 

..': -. ~r...rn : 

30 THE ECONOMIST DECEMBER 20TFI 1997 



' t )• • . 

Democrats ininst that Lott's chance 
of wooing Bingaman are slim One 
reason is that Bingamanis intri 
by the chance to be the ra  .t ,  ' . Democrat on the Senate A  
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Washington Outlook 
EDITED BY OWEN ULLMANN - -   

CLINTON STILL HAS BIG IDEAS 
- NE JUST CAN'T SELL THEM 
A

s his State of the Union address draws nigh, Bill Clinton 

popularity most reelected Presidents only dream of. Yet he 
cant convert those high-octane poll numbers into legislative 
horsepower. 

is uneasily confronting the central dilemma of his second 
term: With a 60% approval rating, he enjoys a level of 

Call it The Little Presidential Engine That Couldnt. With 
Congress in hostile GOP hands—and likely to stay that way 
through 2000—and the international policy environment turn-
ing chilly for U. S. interests, the President is struggling to 
shape a new agenda. During a Castro-
esque 90-minute news conference on 
Dec. 16, he test-marketed some giant-
sized themes for 1998: reining in run-
away entitlement spending, simplifying 
the tax code, floating a new tax credit 
for child care, and finding ways to 
spread the benefits of the economic ex-
pansion to the working class. Already on 
the table is a "Bill of Rights" for pa-
tients to help cushion Americans from 
the excesses of managed-care combines. 

Sounds swell. But White House aides 
trying to convert Clinton's activist im-
pulses into actual policies glumly admit 
that the boss lacks the political stroke to make most of his ini-
tiatives happen. "You'll see a Clinton that does a lot of foreign 
travel and runs a very opportunistic Presidency," says one 
outside adviser. "Hell pounce on situations as they present 
themselves, to underscore that he still has power." 
HELUSH YEAR. That, at least, is the plan. The reality is that 
Clinton is fast exhausting his little pile of political chips. The 
failure to gain congressional "fast-trace trade-negotiating 
authority, coupled with the Republicans' ability to block many 
personnel picks, have cost the White House momentum. To 
complieatP the picture, '98 looks to be a hellish year on the Hill 
(page 80). Clinton will be caught between antagonistic Re-
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publicans and liberal Democrats loyal to House Minority 
Leader Richard A. Gephardt of Missouri, who has been skew-
ering Clintonism as a pallid form of GOP market worship. 

This is not a climate in which Presidential proposals thrive. 
Yet Clinton's need to demonstrate government's relevance 
drives him to flirt with mega-issues such as income inequality, 
the downside of global competition, racial polarization, and the 
threat to Social Security posed by aging baby boomers. 

Clinton's solutions, however, dont measure up to the prob-
lems. Social Security's coming insolvency disturbs him, but his 

threadbare answer is a bipartisan re-
form commission. Workers who lose jobs 
to foreign competition concern him, but 
the best the Clintonites can cobble to-
gether is a $2 billion job-displacement 
fund. The growing pool of uninsured 
Americans (41 million at last count) dis-
tresses him, but a new stopgap insur-
ance plan for fiftysomething workers 
who lose benefits when they take early 
retirement would put just a small dent 
in the problem. 

Perhaps tax reform best demon-
strates the divide between Presidential 
ambition and action. Intellectually, Clin-

ton has always been drawn to the idea of penalizing con-
sumption and killing tax preferences for business and well-off 
individuals. But his economic advisers keep telling him that an 
early embrace of tax reform would let Republicans hypnotize 
America with pleas for an alluring flat tax. The likely result: 
The Prez will lay out broad criteria for reform, while contin-
uing to push micro tax breaks that are its antithesis. 

When Clinton goes before Congress to lay out his vision, 
the overarching theme will be "unfinished business" during 
prosperous times. Not exactly poetry. But it's to be expected 
from a President who sees his powers ebbing day by day. 

By Lee Walczak 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N GTO N 

December 24, 1997 
• 

THE PRESWIT q43 SEM 
11. 2-q - 1̀-1 

N IkltE MEMORANDUM FOR THE SIDENT 

FROM: Jennifer Pahnietifft 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Frank Raines . 

I understand that you and Frank Raines discussed the possibility of setting up a short budget 

meeting for Friday aftemoon. Frank expects the meeting will take a half hour. There will be no 

other attendees. If you concur, the preference is to hold this meeting in the Residence. Please 

advise what time you would like to hold this meeting. 

5:00 pm, Ftiday 

Other 1 

6,4 
0 

COPlZd 

B,wIeS 
- PalnileRI 



?(`--
JACK VALENTI 

CHAIRMAN 
AND 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

October 2, 1997 
1600 EYE STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC. 20006 

TELEPHONE: 202/293-1966 

TELECOP1ER: 202/452-9823 

(A,--gut,vvati 
cc,plec-I 
EI\\aI\UC\ 
Blu,cn7c  

qal a 
3oWICS 

------- . - 
 ..ir.'" .„...._,.._ 
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MOTION PICTURE ASSOCIATION 

Audiovisual Entertainment 
For Global Audiences 
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When you appear at the National Italian American 

Foundation's gala dinner on October 25, one of those present 

will be the Deputy Prime Minister of Italy, Walter Veltroni. 

He is described in Italy at that country's version of Bill 

Clinton: High velocity intelligence, persuasive skills of a 

superior kind always on display, and a visionary reach to the 

future. 

But you would find most relevant his introduction to the 

Italian language edition of your book BETWEEN HOPE AND 

HISTORY. 

I think you will find his comments intriguing - and most 

complimentary of your presidential labors. You will enjoy 

meeting him, chatting with him. 
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THE AMERICA OF BILL CLINTON 

Insights by Walter Veltroni 

'fhe America of the :1990's has become the America of Bill Clinton, just like the preceding 
ade belonged to Ronald eagan, the 1960's to the Kennedys, and the 1930's to Franklin Delano 

i de . .. .• .• Ro sevelt. I .i. 
; During these ycars 14ave kept a close and attentive eye on this experience which, beginning 

ba k in 1992 when I went to; the Convention of the Democratic Party in New York City, struck me 
s n interesting one for deinoerats all over the world. ln fact, after many years of candidatures 

ba -sd on the principle  of .rFpresentatiotr and the sum total of social and ethnic minorities, the 
: )e ocrats choose a leader whose political position and language spoke to the entire country. 
, We now know how things went from then on, and during these  years America has changed 
.., a cat deal. Et has regained a sense of assuredness and self-confidence. A country founded as 
1 al ays on a sound and soliil basis of respect for individual freedoms, but also far ahead in the ; ref rrn of its own welfare • Osten]. A country niore attentive than during Reagan's time to the 
1 
1- 

pr lems of poverty and so 'al outcasts, and where a large percentage of citizens no  longer  looks 
Up n the federal governmentl as the adversary of tax payers, but as an instrument for the protection 

•t an promotion of equal opPortunities: in brief, a federal system whiCh in no way disowns  but 
k ac lly defends the essence lof the American drearn, the possibility offered to all to progress and 

filo e forward, to reach their Own goals, and always have new horizons. . 
.i 
i. ..4. When BilI Clinton entered the nationwide  political arena  in  the  United States he was 
I' . rectived with a great degree of skepticism, both at home and abroad. The commentaries of many i 
; ob rvers granted lirnited credit to this young governor of Arkansas, and also cast doubts on the 
! go rnance qualities and institutional abilities of this representative of the baby boomers; almost as •• 
r if t imply that the place in history for that generation — someone who was 15 to 20 years old when 
i. Jo F. Kennedy was assassinated, had attended Berkeley or Colurnbia University during the years 

of tudent protests, had adinired and shared the values of the new Hollywood motion picture 
... ind stry, and had danced to the sounds of the Beach Boys or the Supremes — had to be confined to 

alb it important roles in Antfrican society, but never involve positions of great responsibility, and 

! Even after the presiddntial elections in November 1992, numerous, commentators ascribed 
Clif ton's victory over George; Bush to decisive factors such as the late reawakening of the American 
eco omy and the many votei cast for Ross Perot. And even two years  later, in  the wake of the 

l con essional elections in November 1994, people began to speak about Clinton's political downfall ; 
foll wing the resounding suceess of Newt Gingrich and his felIow Republicans. 

. What actually happeiled, however, was an entirely different scenario, and the book now 
•i• . av able to Italian readers is 'particularly important, because it clarifies the reasons why consensus . . aro d Bill Clinton grew stroilger. As a result, it offsets the many simplifications which nowadays 
1 con nue to accompany the political life of this American president. ;-• 

i• • 

• 

• 

. nev r government positions: ; - • • — ' ' • ' 
, . , Hidden to a gmit degiree behind the skepticism towards Bill Clinton and Al Gore was the 

. Con iction that some of the arstanding values of the 1960's, beginning with pacifism and refusal of 
, At rica's intervention in Viet Narn, were not compatible with exercising offices which entailed 

res onsibility for leading the ;country. Lastly, the limited confidence accorded to Clinton was based 
. on e idea that the swellingi wave triggered by Reagan was still moving strong, and that, in any 
1 cas , it was nigh unto impossible to offer a winning alternative  to  that movement. 
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Here's just one example of hasty and superficial judgment: Clinton's success and his 
f liarity with the use of th mass media. Bill Clinton is undoubtedly a good communicator. When 
'he speaks there is clarity an simplicity in what he says. As we saw during the two debates on TV 
Wi h Bob Dole, Bill Chiltonf las-  tha rare gift of being able to get on to the same wave length as the 
pe son to whom he is speakirg; to understand the reasons behind the doubts and questions assailing 
th citizens listening to hint. In a political age of swift and incisive statements — the so called `one-
11 rs' — these are important haracteristics, but, in my opinion, they are never decisive elements for 

k 

S eping political success. ' 
Behind the heightenOd awareness for communication and for a modern use of the mass 

rn dia, from the outset of t/-e 1990's Bill Clinton and the new Democratic Party of America have 
pr posed new values and ntiw programs -to the country; programs and values based on rigor and 
So 'clarity, on innovation as kell as on long standing convictions so deeply rooted in the' history of 

crica. . 
In 1992, Clinton's platform caught on with Americans. An increasing percentage of 

erican voters began to L3ten more attentively to the words of this candidate of the Democratic 
P- ty. And they did so becatise they were fed up with the progressive reduction of Reagan's and 
lit •h's politics to sheer rhet4ric, with the solemn promises never kept (e.g. " Read my lips: no new 
t es", said Bush), with the administration acting as a mere bystander while unemployment, 
po erty, and forms of inequi.ility skyrocketed, with the uncontrolled increase of the federal debt and 
th question marks this stamped on the future of new generations. 

The state of mind (i)f the majority of Americans was interpreted in an extraordinarily 
ef ctive way by Mario Cuotpo in his speech to the Democratic Convention held in New York City 
in 1992. "How could the life, of Americane, .Cuomo asked, "have ever fallen so low that the 

erican dream seems--,brokpn, that so many dratnas, so many tragedies afflict this great country?" 
then governor of the State of New York went on to buttress the very reasons for the existence of 

th Democratic Party, and iis inbred concern for an American society where millions of children 
dr p out of school and inevi ably end up in the streets, where "they learn the sound of guns before 
ha ing heard the sounds of an orchestra", or, "have children when they are still childree. 

This new platform; however, didn't just propose anew the traditionally cornpassionate 
att tudes of the Democrats.. I e force and strength of the platform's messages stemmed from the 
re• ism and concreteness of, e proposals advanced to provide jobs for millions of persons, combat 
th degradation of society, d offer greater certainty to insecure citizens frightened by the awesome 
i ease in crime, with respect to which even a deterrent as ferocious and far rernoved from our 
Eu opean culture as the dead penalty, revealed the full extent of its cruel uselessness. Above all, the 
ai of these proposals was to bolster once again the bonds of a national community which was 
in easingly estranged and ever more divided, not so much due to the spread of multiculturalism 
an political correctness, but rather because of the weakening and waning of the common values of 
so darity and collective projess. 

In effect, at the beginning of the 1990's America was a country where so many weaknesses 
w gaining the upper harql: from the deterioration of public infrastructures to  the increasingly 
pr arious state of public schooling, from an unbridled upsurge in health care expenditures to the 
w ning of living conditilons in the outlying neighborhoods of large cities, frorn a loss of 
p chasing power to a gray highly uncertain future. • 

Clinton's platform responded to these problems with the awareness that the market is not 
al ays able to come up with' suitable and especially swift answers. And thereforc it is the duty of a 
in ern national administraf4on to intervene in all those cases where the spontaneous endeavors of 
th forces of the economy ar not able to guarantee the results awaited and expected by citizens. 
• In the eyes of the aveirage American, however, this pro-intervention platform did not evoke 
ih fears of `big government!, nor did it expose its flank to the accusation customarily made in the 
p t about how alI the DemoCrats wanted to do was `tax and spend'. 

2 



In fact, and this is only one of many possible examples, Clinton's proposals included limits 
an changes regarding the; ways federal transfers would be made for low income or poverty 
Fi ations. The platform liketwise contemplated a substantial reduction in the total working force of 
th federal administration. ; 

. However, the force eh-  the economic and social renewal project championed by Bill Clinton 
an his running mate AI GO , resided in setting the reduction of the federal debt as the priority goal 
of he administration's effo . And they planned to do this by making sharp cuts in spending, while 
als avoiding any perpetuati n of the error of American supply siders as well as both the Reagan 
an the Bush administrations, which, on three different occasions, had been able to convince voters 
to believe in the fairy tarti that lower taxes would have led to a reduction in blatant fiscal 
ini alances. 1 

Hard facts have endTrsed the proposals of the Dernocratic administration which took the 
oat 1 of office in January. 19193_ •In• my opinion,' rarely 'has an outgoing president stood before the 
An erican voters for re-eleefion with such a convincing and =deniable series of economic and 
Sot. al results. 

It is important to : ilwell for a moment on the economic successes of the Clinton 
adr inistration which are so Well illustrated in the first part of this book, since the outcome of the 
No ember elections deperi4ed priniarily on them. After years of the trite identification of 
ca servativc administration with economic development, and Democratic administrations with 
tax s and the excesses of ife welfare state, an executive branch led by a Democrat achieved 
rna rocconornic results of onistanding acclaim. 
. Let's take a look at these results. First of all, a growth of more than 9% in GDP during the 

pe od 1992-1996, along with a formidable 22% increase in investments. Likewise, there was a 
• tut ultuous expansion of emPloyrnent: Clinton had promised to create 10 million new jobs, and he 

did just that. Contrary to w`iat people ordinarily believe, however, these were not just jobs for 
'h burger flippers", but weil paid jobs. Trends such as these made it possible for the United States 
eco omy to compensate for.lie negative effects of the downsizing being done in many companies, 
an such trends cannot be xplained merely on the basis of the high degree of mobility and 
fle. ibility in the Arnerican la or market. 
• Quantity-substantial d quality-profound development. Robust development widespread 

thr ughout the country. MorOver, it took place in the substantial absence of pro-inflation tension 
fac rs; e.g., the average ann increase of consumer prices was below 3%. • 

As planned in the ori - • piatfcirni script, the cornerstone of Clinton's economic policy was 
the eduction of the federal dqbt, in terms of both quantity and incidence on GDP. Defense spending 

. wa - also reduced. At the sarn4 tirne, however, access to welfare benefits was tightened. 
• The markets rewardekl the concerted efforts to reduce the debt. The credibility of the 

ma euvers to curtail spendirg in a great way facilitated the decline in medium and long term 
inte est rates, and their stabpity at what historically speaking were very low levels. Since the 
Arn rican economy, as we kriow, is inuch more sensitive than European, ones to swings in interest 
rate , the trend in the cost of knoney turned out to be a fundamental element in development during 
the ast four year period. Justlas it was an essential factor for the growth Of the equity market, which 
Was already able to count on the excellent trend in corporate financial reports. 

Against this backgirotind of robust and non-inflationary growth, the Clinton administration 
m important choices in other fields as well; from the measures limiting the indiscriminate sale of 

• wea ons to the ones applied to the consumption of cigarettes. The ad.ministration also placed much 
mo of a focus on environmental issues than in the past Spending in the field of education likewise 
rec ved more attention. Quit obviously, there were moments of uncertainty as well as defeats. For 
ex ple, the administration lqst the challenge over the reform of the health care system. Clinton had 
ma the greater protection of tens of millions of people bereft of health care a core element of his 
pla rm, and had launched his program with utrnost personal conviction. But all too strong turned 
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,o to be the resistance field d by all kinds of lobbies, !rpm those of the insurance  companies, to the 
o s contrary in principle t -) any new interference a n  the part of the federal government in the 

t 

Co try's economic life. : . . 
In the realm of iperriational relations the Democ; atie administration can be proud of a series 

•. ..• , • . . 

pf ndeavors crowned by su cess; from the Dayton Agrecments to the ongoing attention dedicated 
to problems in the Middle, ,East, from the return of democracy to Haiti to active support for a 
so tion to the Irish questicip. And all this in an international scenario where the weight of the 
Or itcd States had been booqed by the end of the bipolar system, and by thc review of its own role 
in he re-engineering process, underway in the United Nations. 
. ln view' of the tangiible results achieved, it is really misleading to interpret Clinton's 
re urrection' over the last two years as the outcome of a simple shift on his part towards the right 

wi g of the American politifal camp. Comments like this were most frequent especially after the 
re tit approval of the reforM of the welfare state, a reform accused of being nothing more than a 
Wa ercd down version of th4 radical Republican proposal to cut back drastically on public support 
to itizens. 

First of all, Clinton's i welfare state actually tends to create conditions so there would be no 
lit ong bond between the federal governrnent and someone assisted by it. This outlook was already 
ex ressed in the 1992 electorial platform, and is strengthened in this book. 

Secondly, the Republican victories in the November elections of 1994 put the  Arnerican 
pre ident in the most elassie',a1 and dangerous of situations: cohabitation. Compromises with the 
Re ublican majority in Congress were inevitable. The alternative would have been the paralysis of 
the American institutional Ostem, where, as we know, set against one another arc a very 
ant oritative Congress, and 4i.presidpqt endowed .with equally strong powers. 
,  In actual fact, it .suffic!ed for Clinton to bide his tirne and await the clearer rnanifestation of . 
the excesses already quite distinct in the "Contract With Americe launched by Newt Gingrich, the 
rie speaker of the House (.3' Representati.ves. And, especially in the tug-of-war struggle over the 
red ction of the federal debt, American people appreciated the way the president defended those 
cla ses which would have Ileen affected the most by the drastic cuts in health care spending 
4 cated by the Republicans!. 

The battle between Clinton and the rnajority in Congress at the end of 1995, and the outset of 
f 9 , brought to the forefront a further element worthy of being highlighted, and that is how close a 
reI ionship there is betweeri bill Clinton's vision and program, and the average American's ideas 
and mentality. Whoever knows and loves the United States of America is well aware of the great 
for evoked by words such as `opportunity', `responsibility', and `community', words which set 
the one for this book. These !are words, concepts and ideas which dwell deep within the complex 
and contradictory phenomenon of American democracy. 

In fact, the idea of opliortunities is the idea of equal opportunities. America is known for its 
abil ty to be an implacable co4ntry as welI; a country where an individual's talents are put to the test 
day after day, and where the. Outside support of society's stalwart institutions — from the family to 
the ublic administration in ali its forms — is less solid than in European countries. 

In addition, it is a co6ntry where individuals firmly and deeply believe in the values of 
co tition, and, in America; this is not just a purely economic matter. Competition, rivalry, and 
one upmanship are also the product of a rather well entrenched faith in the individual abilities of 
per ns to "get the job-..don4", and be successful in the face of any and all adversity This is 
pr cally an heroic and often romantic attitude towards life, and traces of it can be found in Bruce 
Spri gsteen's songs, Herniingway's novels, and most of Arnerican movies. But competitiveness 
ni be exercised with the sarne rules applied to everyone, and respected by everyone. Everyone has 
to able to count on the same opportunities when they are at the starting blocks. 

This true and sound competitive spirit also generates another essential element in thc DNA 
of ericans: responsibility. the sense of the maturity and dignity of the individual, and the way 
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e field of public finanees, and, in the short term, will have to undertake an indepth and 
ageous re-engineering otlits own welfare state. 

One first aspect: Clinion's policies have shown that it is possible to reduce the public debt 
out having the weakest ilasses of the population bear the brunt of the adjustment, and at the 

time bring about a subEtantial increase in income, investrnents and employment. And all this 
out any inflationary tren4s. Everything due to the effects of credibility on financial markets, and 
subsequent favorable rriovernent of interest rates. The initial months of the Olive Tree 
inistration were marked by the obstinate pursuit of this strategy. And in the space of a few 
ths our country had reg'sµned financial stability in terms of its own currency's exchange rate, 
prices. Knowing that stihh a strated paid off in the United States constitutes a very strong 
ce of encouragement to cirntinue along this road. 

A second element oif stimulus stemming from Clinton's words has to do with new 
nolooies. The new generation of Arnerican Democrats is harvesting the most dynamic, 
tructive and creative aspcts of the information technology revolution The capillary spread of 
puters in the world of buisiness and manufacturing is not being lived in an apocalyptic way as 
dvent of the age of new lechnological unemployment. Nowadays, the computer sector is acting 
locomotive for a growir0 slice of the American economy, while at the same time improving the 
ity of the services offered and the products being made in a myriad of companies hard at work 

er the country.  
Basic knowledge of iiiformation technology and network communication are quite justly 

idered the new alphabet cif the upcoming millennium. Therefore, something which must be part 
arcel of the cultural ass4ts of any citizen. Our country still has a long way to travel along this 
ay, and the model of the United States is not necessarily a realistically feasible one for us. In 
ake of the American experience, however, it is quite certain that the public administration can 
ry much indeed to foster', and promote the diffiision of the `computer culturel; from the blanket 
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. us of personal computers schools, to the creation and support of data banks, and investments in 
rrnation technology tructures. 

Nonetheless, perhapsl the most compelling foodfor thought to be gleaned from a reading of 
• ih -e pages has to do with t* intibkni of reviriiingthe rules of the welfare state, which our country 

tackle already in 1997 frhe American example shows that an overall reduction of the central 
emment's weight in the bconomy is entirely compatible not only with the greater efficiency of 
lic services, but also wiih the possibility to create a true country of opportunities. A country 

wl ise objectives and aims I are not Iimited to mere rcdistribution in order to mitigate income 
in ualities. but also involV creating conditions so everyone, and especially young people, can 
Co it on similar conditions schooling, training, and getting a start in the world of labor. 
. The challenge of eq al opportunities assumes grandiose dimensions in the United States, 
iv re there are blatant eco omic inequalitics as well as equally conspicuous social and racial 

lems. But in our counto as well, thc state of opportunities implies a real revolution in the 
wh lc way of conceiving the ipublic administration and State support to individuals. 

We in Italy may not have social differences as evident as they are in some parts of urban 
At erica. Perhaps our familips are still able to ensure a greater degree :a cohesiveness and social 
int gration than in the Uniteil States. And, albeit affected by efficiency shortcomings, our national 

lth care system continueis to be inspired by pro-universal principles far removed from the 
pri ciples which haveprevailed in America. 

And yet the great challenge of equal opportunities is an equally arduous one in our country 
as ell. Contrary to the Uni4d States, and the America of Bi11 Clinton in particular, still lacking in 
ou country is that dynamic ttbility, that courage, that `changing gears' Which makes it possible to 
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•• c ..B9F .in July 1955 1 .. Rome Married to Flavia Prisco, with two 
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i •  •::ifr9 1976 to 1981i. Member of the Lower House of Italian 
f • 

* • . . • 
.  

. Martina and Vittoria. Member of the Roman local council 

D uty Prime Minister, Minister of Cultural Heritage, Italy. 

ament since 19817. Leading member of the opposition until the 
:.Afpr 1996 general elOctions, after which he is appointed as Deputy 

1 . ,Pri,  e Minister and YMinistqr . of Cultural Heritage of the Prodi 
. ...goy rnment. He faliours reforms of the Italian political system 

1 ' tow rds an anglosmOn-like bipolar system. He a!so advocates a 
lea er, less costly piiblic administration, by cutting red tape and 
.iMp oving the quality. of public management. His goals as  culture 

• . 1 .min ter are the • in0ease in cultural demand and a greater 
• i vement of the i$rivate sector in funding and managing the 

ordinary wealth Of Italian museums and art treasures. 
:•-•Arp ng his past acOvities, he has been (from 1992 to 1996) : i - • 1: man of the cially.....4Vnitay. former official organ of Partito • :  

. • 46 ocraticO deila'sirilstra (Pds). He has also been a film critic for. , • , 
4. eekly magazin6 1 Venerdi. He has published several books on , • • 
1.  • a and on politi , such as II sogno spezzato, about Robert 
) •:Xen edy, or La be.  politica, a long interview • on his political 
~:. - aphy and on th prospects for Italian democracy. His latest 

. 1 • l)d,o is Governared4 sinistra; on the first year of •governement of 
•: ,1110: live tree coalitiori. 
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ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR R. NICHOLAS BURNS 
AT THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN GAL - 

ON NOVEMBER 8, 1997 IN NEW Y 
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aapcellor Mellows, Hospitaller Rice, Canon 
lientlemen. 

"Pray for the Peace ofJerusa 

Those powerful words from so long ago were on my min 
present tonight experienced the great honor and the great privilege 4 

in the glorious Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine here in I\ 
"Pray for the Peace ofJerusalem". The Biblical meaning of 

connotation. Jerusalem is a city which is the focus of tonight's clinni 
the Order of Saint John. And rightly so. 

For Jerusalem is a city like no other embroiled in our times 
Sixty years ago, the British mandatory government in Palc 

revolt, a general insurrection of Palestinian Arabs remarkably simila 
commission formed to investigate the causes of that revolt traced i 
problem of our time", the British concluded, "is rooted so deeply 
today in 1997 as it was then back in 1937 and as it was a thou 
fervently that Jerusalem was literally the center of the earth, pourec. ---__-, 
Holy Land from Infidels. 

When walking the streets of Jerusalem in our time today, one is faced with the irnrnense task of 
deciphering and making sense of thousands of years of history, of overlapping layers of civilizations — of 
Hebrews and Assyrians, Greeks and Persians, Saracens, Franks, Turks, Napoleon, the British; of Empire. of 
Saints and warriors, despots and princes, of all of the peoples, the thought and faith and belief that have made 
Jerusalem the focus of so many western and eastern dreams and of so much history. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. That is really the work of the Saint John Ophthalmic Hospital in the 
Sheikh Jarrar neighborhood of East Jerusalem. 

Now, you might ask, what is an American Diplomat soon to be sworn in as Ambassador to Greece. 
doing here talking to us about Jerusalem and the Saint John Hospital. Good qucstion. Now, let me give you the 
answer. 

I was invested in the Order of Saint John today and I am here tonight because there is no city on earth 
more important than Jerusalem. My wife and daughters and I lived there for two years in the mid-1980's. My 
position in the American Consulate General was to coordinate American economic and humanitarian assistance 
to the Palestinian population on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. It was an extraordinary job--the most 
challenging I have ever had. We lived on a hill in  East Jerusalem in an Arab neighborhood close to Mount 
Scopus, Hebrew University, the Mount of Olives and the Old City of Jerusalem itself. 

It was called Ammunition Hill because it was the site of a great and decisive battle of the Six Day War 
in June 1967, thirty years ago. The battle which raged resulted in the Israelis securing that strategic location 
critical for their eventual capture of the entire city. And that battle revolved around the very hospital that our 
Order supports so magnificently and with so much benevolence-the Saint John Ophthalmic Hospital. 

And while the Israelis occupied then, and still do, many of the homes and institutions in that part of 
town, they left the hospital alone, in part because it provides such unique and vital services to the local 
population. 

When I arrived in Jerusalem just shy of twenty years after the Six Day War, my family and I were given a lovely, old stone house with a pretty garden--directly across the street from the Saint John Hospital. As our girls were toddlers, we spent a lot of time in the garden and this is what we saw. 
We saw, nearly every day of the year, Palestinians from rural West Bank villages, and from the great 

towns of Hebron, Bethlehem, Ramallah, Jericho and from Jerusalem itself, lined up on our street before the 
Hospital awaiting treatment. Most were poor and many elderly. [nvariably, as is the custom among Arabs, who prize family above all else, entire families would accompany the patient for the day, camping out on the Hospital grounds or on the sidewalk before our home. They came in great numbers and they received expert care from prescriptions for eyeglasses to cataract treatment to advanced eye surgery. We came to know that Hospital well. My oldest daughter learned her Arabic there on the Hospital swingsets. I played a regular tennis match with the Warden on the Hospital tennis court--which I hope has been repaved! And we came to know well the many 
doctors and nurses who worked at the Hospital as volunteers from Canada and Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

We should all be most proud of the Saint John Hospital. Unique in that part of the world, it is the only 
institution that provides expert eye care for the poorest people in the Holy Land. Its Mobile Eye Clinic is the 
only chance that many isolated Palestinian villagers will ever have to receive decent care. 

The Hospital's service and mission is in the best tradition of the Order of Saint John. And the work of 
the Hospital is critical to thousands of people. It must continue and it must grow and prosper for the sake of the 

- - - - - 
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ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR R. NICHOLAS BURNS 
AT THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN GALA DINNER ' 

ON NOVEMBER 8, 1997 IN NEW YORK CITY 

The Prior, Chancellor Mellows, Hospitaller Rice, Canon John Andrew, Mrs. Barbara Alton on her 
birthday, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

"Pray for the Peace ofJerusalem" 

Those powerful words from so long ago were on my mind this afternoon when many of us who are present tonight experienced the great  honor and the great privi lege of our Investiture in the Order  of 
Saint John in the glorious Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine here in New York City. 

"Pray for the Peace ofJerusalem". The Biblical meaning of those words is clear as is their rnore modern connotation. Jerusalem is a city which is the focus of tonight's dinner and of the work of the American Priorvy of the Order of Saint John. And rightly so. 
For Jerusalem is a city like no other embroiled in our times in a terrible and bitter conflict like no other. Sixty years ago, the British mandatory government in Palestine was struggling to cope with the Arab revolt, a pneral insurrection of Palestinian Arabs remarkably similar to the Intifada of the late 1980's.  A British commission formed to investigate the causes of that revolt traced its origin to one dominant factor: alNlo other problem of our time", the British concluded, "is rooted so deeply in the past". Britain's conclusion is as true today in 1997 as it was then  back i n  1937 and as it was a thousand years ago when  Crusaders, believing fervently that Jerusalem was literally the center of the earth, poured out of Europe to rescue, they thought, the Holy Land from Infidels. 
When walking the streets of Jerusalem in our time today, one is faced with the immense task of deciphering and making sense of thousands of years of history, of overlapping layers of civilizations — of Hebrews and Assyrians, Greeks and Persians, Saracens, Franks, Turks, Napoleon, the British;  of 

Empire. of Saints and warriors, despots and princes, of all of the peoples, the thought and faith and belief that have made Jerusalem the focus of so many western and eastern dreams and of so much history. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. That is really the work of the Saint John Ophthalmic Hospital in the Sheikh Jarrar neighborhood of East Jerusalem. 
Now, you might ask, what is an American Diplomat soon to be sworn in as Ambassador to Greece. doing here talking to us about Jerusalem and the Saint John Hospital. Good question. Now, let rne give you the answer. 
I was invested in the Order of Saint John today and I am here tonight because there is no city on earth more important than Jerusalem. My wife and daughters and I lived there for two years in the mid-1980's. My position in the American Consulate General was to coordinate American economic and humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian population on the Wcst Bank and Gaza Strip. It was an extraordinary job--the most challenging I have ever had. We  lived on a  hill in East Jerusalem in an Arab  neighborhood close to Mount Scopus, Hebrew University, the Mount of Olives and the Old City of Jerusalem itself. [t was called Ammunition Hill because it was the site of a great and decisive battle of the Six Day War in June 1967, thirty years ago. The battle which raged resulted in the Israelis securing that strategic location critical for their eventual capture of the entire city. And that battle revolved around the very hospital that our Order supports so magnificently and with so much benevolence-the Saint John Ophthalmic Hospital. And while the Israelis occupied then, and still do, many of the homes and institutions in that part of town, they left the hospital alone, in part because it provides such unique and vital services to the local population. 
When I arrived in Jerusalem just shy of twenty years after the Six Day War, my family and I were given a lovely, old stone house with a  pretty garden--directly across  the street  from the  Saint John Hospital. As our 

girls were toddlers, we spent a lot of time in the garden and this is what we saw. We saw, nearly every day of the year, Palestinians from rural West Bank villages, and from the great towns of Hebron, Bethlehem, Ramallah, Jericho and from Jerusalem itself, lined up on our street before the Hospital awaiting treatment. Most were poor and many elderly. Invariably, as is the custom among Arabs, who prize family above all else, entire families would accompany the patient for the day, camping out on the Hospital grounds or on the sidewalk before our home. They came in great numbers and they received expcrt care from prescriptions for eyeglasses to cataract treatment to advanced eye surgery. We came to know that Hospital well. My oldest daughter learned her Arabic there on the Hospital swingsets. I played a regular tennis match with the Warden on the Hospital tennis court--which I hope has been repaved! And we came to know well the many doctors and nurses who worked at the Hospital as volunteers from Canada and Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States. 
We should all be most proud of the  Sai nt John Hospital. Unique in that 

part 
of 

the world, 
it is 

the only
 

institution that provides expert eye care for the poorest people in the Holy Land. Its Mobile Eye Clinic is the only chance that many isolated Palestinian villagers will ever have to receive decent care. The Hospital's service and mission is in the bcst tradition of the Order of Saint John. And the work of the Hospital is critical to thousands of people. It must continue and it must grow and prosper for the sake of the 
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Palestinians who depend on it so greatly. I commend all of you for continuing the great medieval tradition of 
service to the poor that the Order of Saint John has always exemplified. 

I am hopeful about the Hospital's future for many reasons—because of the generosity of this Order, 
because of the centrality of the Hospital's mission and because of its permanence in the city of Jerusalem. The 
present hospital, as I mentioned, is located on a hill to the north of the Old City. But if you walk in the Old City 
today from the Moslem Quarter and the Muristan towards the Jewish Quarter, you will come across a lovely 
street and a school playground. There you will see a stone memorial to the Saint John Hospital that the 
Crusaders built in the eleventh century. Jerusalem is a city that has been subjected to conquests throughout its 
history and very few institutions have survived in it for a millennium. 

But the Saint John Hospital, which the crusaders conceived originally and which we support today, has 
survived and is playing the role that the Knights of Malta intended. Congratulations to all of you for making 
that possible and may this work continue. 

The Saint John Hospital is an oasis in a turbulent city at a turbulent time in that city's history. Its 
doctors and nurses carry out their work today amid the titanic struggle between Palestinians and Israelis which 
governs life in Jerusalem and provides the context and setting for the work of the Saint John Hospital. I won't 
bore you with my views on the current politics of the peace negotiations or with their long history. But I would 
like to provide a few very brief reflections that I hope might help to make sense of the Palestinian-Israeli 
struggle for those of you who have not lived within it. 

All of us outsiders must pray for the Peace of Jerusalem and hope that it will arrive soon and remain 
ascendent for our new century and millennium. That must be the wish and the prayer of Christians, Moslems 
and Jews. And as we watch that conflict unfold, I think it is terribly important to recognize one central fact--
both Palestinians and Israelis have a right to be in the Holy Land. I say that because so much of the present 
political debate polarizes with each side arguing that the other should have their rights subjugated or denied, 
arguing about who was there first, arguing about who has what right to what privileges and land, institutions and 
political power. Arguing about whether the other group even has a right to be there at all. . 

The fact is that Palestinians and Israelis were born historically to the same land and the same history. 
Both peoples are Semites, united by the same patriarchs and matriarchs, by the same history of conquest by 
others. Their fates, their histories, their geography are intertwined. And they are fated to live together on the 
same land. How much better it will be for all of them if they choose one day soon to live in peace, and not in 
war, to forego violence and car bombs and murder and to choose instead peaceful negotiations and compromise. 
The great historian Barbara Tuchman noted that "More blood has been shed for Palestine than for any other 
spot on earth". In our time, now that we are seeing the end of mankind's bloodiest century, the Arabs and 
Israelis must choose negotiation over confrontation, peaceful discourse over violence, peace over war. 

It is easy to become discouraged with the twists and turns of the peace negotiations that have been 
underway in one way or another for nearly half a century now. Some people argue that the peace process is a 
sham or dying or dead already. Many say that my old boss Warren Christopher chased illusions in traveling 
twenty-four times to the Middle East in a fruitless search of peace. 

I couldn't disagree more. Actually, more progress has been made during the last four years in rooting 
peace in the Middle East than during any comparable period since the founding of Israel in May, 1948 and the 
start of the five Arab-Israeli wars. Israel is now at peace with Jordan, as well as Egypt. Israel and the 
Palestinians have signed two agreements which have opened up dialogue, relations, self-rule and the hope of a 
final resolution of their differences. That process is rocky and fitful. Despite much progress, Israel and the 
Palestinians must still journey many miles before they can be truly at peace with each other. But they are far 
better off talking and meeting and arguing than they were in the four past decades leading to our own when they 
were literally at war with each other. 

Perhaps the cynics among us are willing to give up on Peace because it is too hard, too exhausting, too 
complicated. But, surely that cannot be the answer to a war that has ravaged the Holy Land for forty-nine years 
in its latest incarnation. I prefer to think that people like Benjamin Netanyahu and Yasser Arafat, King Hussein 
and Madeleine Albright will persevere and find a way forward. That is certainly what Secretary Albright 
intends to do. 

And I suspect that none of you would be here this evening if you, too had decided to give up on the 
work of peace. While I cannot predict the future any better than you can, I do believe from the bottom of my heart that we will see peace in our lifetime in the Middle East. And when that great day comes, I propose that the people in this room who belong to and support the Order of Saint John and its work in Jerusalem will deserve a small part of the credit. 

Peace will not be achieved by Presidents and Prime Ministers and Diplomats alone. For peace to be 
lasting and true, it must be whole and deep. The work that this Order is doing is at the heart of the work of peace. By caring for the victims of the Middle East wars, for the poorest of the poor in Jerusalem, we are part of the larger, historic quest for peace. 

So, as we leave here tonight, we should give thanks for this Order, rededicate ourselves to it and remind 
ourselves from time to time of ancient words that call us to a new mission today--pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem. 

Thank you very much. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE • 
WASH I N GTO N 

December 24, 1997 THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

MEMORANDUM TG THE P SIDENT 
• ;•• 

FROM: STEPHANIE STREETT 
5s 

AVIVA STEINBERG AS c".:oplc.-
3 0‘,„) 1C5 

SUBJECT: TRIP TO HILTON HEAD, SOUTH CAROLINA AND ST. THOMAS st y, c  

COPY: SYLVIA MATHEWS 3fe./(7 
JOHN PODESTA 
PATTI SOLIS-DOYLE 

Hilton Head 
• 

You, the First Lady and Chelsea will be departing for Hilton Head on December 30th. The flight 
time is one hour and twenty five minutes. We will have an official airport greeting upon arrival 
but the rest of the next two days will be closed press. Attached is a copy of the Renaissance 
Weekend schedule of events. We assume that if you would like us to schedule or arrange 
anything for you in Hilton Head or the Virgin Islands, you will let us know. 

Per your request, we have scheduled a meeting for you with Arnie Aronson, the Medal of 
Freedom winner, on Tuesday directly prior to your departure. 

What time would you like to depart Washington for Hilton Head on December 30th? 

lo'reqt\ 

Virgin Islands 

You, the First Lady and Chelsea will depart the morning of January 1st from Hilton Head en 
route to St. Thomas. The flight time from Hilton Head to St. Thomas is three hours and you lose 
one hour in the time change. Again, we will have an official airport greeting upon arrival and all 
other days will be closed press. We are currently working under the assumption that you and the 
First Lady will remain on the island of St. Thomas for the duration of your vacation. Craig Smith 
and Fred Duval do not believe you and the First Lady need to go to St. Croix for any political 
reasons. 

What time would you like to depart Hilton Head for St. Thomas on January lst? 



Currently, we have you scheduled to return to Washington on the evening of January 4th. 
However, the First Lady is currently scheduled to remain in St. Thomas for the night of the 4th 
and departing for Puerto Rico for the day on January 5th. 

Do you still plan on returning to Washington the evening of January 4th? 
Note: You are currently scheduled for events on Monday January 5th. 

Yes No 
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We don't need 
microscopic look at 
their past 

Two good men — James Stew-
art and Charles Kuralt — died re-
cently. As sad as these losses are, 
they left in their passing a mira-
cle. 

In all of the press reports I saw, 
there was only unqualified adora-
tion for the two. The quality of 
their character dominated the 
news. It was wonderful to re-
member once again that there 
were. indeed, good people among 
us. 

Emerson's comment that 
"character is that which can do 
without success" was a life 
theme for both of these men. 
They achieved fame not because 
they deliberately sought it, but 
because they used their gifts and 
talents to celebrate all that is 
good about mankind. 

Even in the sadness of their 
passing, it was good to be re-
minded that life well-lived and 
generously shared benefits us all. 

The terrific life stories of 
Stewart and Kuralt were a wel-
come diversion from the stan-
dard fare of meanness and micro-
scopic examination more com-

Bemard Rapoport is a member of 
he Board of Contributors, 32 Central 
*sans who write columns regularly 
,r the Tribune-Herald. He is chairman 
nd chief executive officer of American 
'come Life insurance Co. 

BERNARD 
RAPOPORT 
Board of 
Contributors 

mon when we see reviews of 
someone's life these days. 

Unfortunately, it probably 
won't be too long before some 
investigative reporter in the 
name of "truth" will discover 
that one of them cheated on an 
arithmetic test in the third grade 
that one of them received a 
speeding ticket 30 years ago or 
even that — God forbid -- one ot 
them actually voted for a Demo-
crat for president. Whatever dirt 
is dug up, it will be thrown at our 
feet in the name of "truth." 

The philosopher John Wilkin-
son cautions us that virtue is not 
in truth, but in meaning. While 
certain things may be true about 
someone, we need to ask, "What's 
the point of telling everything? 

Isn't the intent of such practicc 
to bring down to destroy? 

1 recall when my son. Ronnie. 
was 9 or 10, one of my good 
friends said, "B. would you mind 
if I gave you some constructive 
criticism about Ronnie?" 

I looked at him and quietly 
said. "Yes. I would mind." 

How much "truth" do I really 
need to know about my own son? 
More importantly, why was my 
friend wanting to tell me: for 
truth's sake or for some other 
reason? Was there really anv sal - 
utary effect from such disclo- 
sure? 

Another great -philosopher.' - 
Henny Youngman — put it like 
this: "Of course tell the truth. 
Just don't go around telling all ot 
it." 

Do I want to know any more 
about James Stewart and Charles 
Kuralt than the good things I've 
been reminded of in recent days" 
For me, all the truth I need to 
know is that from the heaverv, 
goodness descends. And we are 
all the richer for it. 

cop,ed 
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o do great things, we need great goals. The Presidents' Summit for America's Future id an unprecedented opportunity to set the great 

goal we the people need in order to turn the tide for millions  of young Americans. Specifically, the Sumnzit's goal is to bring together 

millions of individuals  and thousands of public and private organizations  to ensure that America's young people have access to the resourced effor

they need to lead healthy, fulfilling, and productive lived. Ad President Clinton said, Our goal is to nzobilize Americas  citizen  power in a united 

t to solve our common problems, especially those that threaten our young people." This effort will require  the harnessing  of all forme  of leadership—from government official", corporate CEO.", and nonprofit  directors to 
grass-

roots organizations  and 
citizens—to ensure  that  all children and youth have accede to the fundamental resources  th • an ongoing relationship with 

a  caring adult—a mentor, tutor;  coach; 
ey need:

 • safe placed and structured activitiee  during non-school bours to learn and grow;  • a healthy start and healthy future; 
• a marketable  skill through effective education;  and • an opportunity to give back to their communities  through their own service. The power and promise of citizen service is demonstrated by more than a million Americans  who serve our communities and youth each day 

through AmeriCorps, Learn  and Serve Anzerica, and the National Senior Service Corps. This publication highlights  just a few of tbe programs  and 

individuals  getting  things  done for and with America's youth. An estimated two-thirds  of national service progr teach  ams focus  on the needs of young people through a  variety of conununity-driven activitied,
 including 

of children  and 

ing, tutoring, mentoring, organiztizg afterschoolrogranw, creatbzg safe havens  and safe corrt.Vors, and leadingyounger people  in service activities. 
y outh 

National service participant' serve with co 
p 

mmunity groups,  schools, colleged, budinesses, child care centers, and  other organ Predident Bush once said izations to meet the needs 
. 

, "Any dd'inition of a successful life nutst include  serving  others." To make service the common experience  of every 

American, we nutst start with our youngedt citizens. The true power of national service is not only bow it serves youth, but also how it challenged  and 

enables the young  to serve. National service  looks at young people not as problems  to be solved, but ad resource." to be tapped. 
The Corporation for National Service is proud to be one of the two original sponsors and organizer." of the PrestPente' SunurtitforAinerica:'  Future. We llfe

will continue  to work with our partners in the publk, private, and nonprofit sectors to make effective citizen  service an tiztegral part of the American  way of 

—and a strategy for meeting the goals for America:' youth. The following pages demonstrate  what we the people can do when we serve togethen Harris Wofford 

Chief Executive-Officer 

Corporation  for National Service 
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Louise 
Jackson In the SLICE Corps in rural Kentucky, twenty-five AmeriCorps members teach 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
FOSTER GRANDPARENT SLICE CORPS reading skills to 122 second- through fourth-

As a Foster Grandparent, 

Louise Jackson has dedicated 

graders. This intense one-on-one attention has produced dramatic results. 

SIMPSON COUNTY, KY .Students' reading comprehension 

her life to serving families 
has inzproved by an average of three levels, and more than one-third have 

— improved their comprehension by more than four levels. The AmeriCorps affected by child abuse. Since 

members aLro conduct home visits to increase parental involvement in school 

activities. Consz2ered one of the mo.rt effective school success programs in the 

country, SLICE Corps has been recognized as a national modeL 
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she joined the Foster 

Grandparent Program in 

1973, Louise has served 

through the D.C. Superior 

Court, assisting dozens of 

families and teaching parents 

the skills necessary to raise 

children. In 1985, Louise, a 

great-great-grandmother, 

adopted twin babies when 

their abusive mother released 

custody of them. At seventy-

nine, Louise continues to visit 

the homes of victims of child 

abuse, before returning home 

to her two healthy fourth-

graders. 

✓ 
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Marilyn 
Concepcion 
CITY YEAR 
PROVIDENCE, R.I. 

|
r

 :::r :kT?t SCb004,ateamOftbim0@erArnRriCanSir\tbe 
EXPERIENCE CORPS RetizJanJSCni,r VI Senior Volunteer Marilyn Concepcion grew up 

in Puerto Rico and moved to 
Providence at age ten. Four years 
ago, she was a high school dropout 
working on an assembly line. She 
then joined the City Year 

AmeriCorps program in 

Providence, where she tutored 
and taught English to elementary 
students. During her year of 
service, she earned her GED and 
gained the confidence she needed 
to apply for college. Marilyn 
recently finished her first year at 
Brown University, where she is 
studying to be a pediatrician. 

Program (RSVP) are ..rerving together to bring about far-reaching and 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 4 .ru—rtantive inzprovement.r in the acade-
mic and extracurricular &vex of .rtudentx in one of the poorejt communitiex in 
the nation. Known as the Experience Corp.r, the volunteerx work directly with 
children throkgh tutoring and mentoring, develop literacy program'', encour-
age parent and grandparent involvement, lead community Jervice event.r for 
children, organize afterschool and .rurnmer program&  and recruit volunteerx. 
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young 'Dreamers?' He orga-

nizes athletic events for dis-

- 
• 

VIIMMOW SO.S, 
' i . 

-~-~ 1 4N; 

I 

_-; 

- 4 

— A i 
' 

OR • PROTECT • NURTURE • TEACH • SERVE • MENTOR • PROTECT • NURTURE • TEACH • SERVE 
• 

he Reverend 
aul Frankin 

!HAVE A DREAM FOUNDATION 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

The Reverend Paul Franklin, 

an ordained Baptist minister, 
4 

is an AmeriCorps member 

with the I Have a Dream 

Foundation in Dallas. An ex-

collegiate football player, Paul 

serves as a role model for ,  

Parents and Children nrking Together (PACT), a Learn and Serve 

PARENTS AND CHILDREN America pro-

gram at Harcurn College, truins inner-city PhiladeCohia parents to be volunteer 

WORKING TOGETHER tutors in their children's 

classrooms The parents receive college credits a.r participants Liz the program. 

BRYN MAWR, PA. "'art year , s__ty parents provOed 480 at-

risk chi...0ren with 6,000 hours of individual tutoring. Ninety percent of the stu-

dents increased their reading skiltr, and 40 percent of the parents obtained jok: 

advantaged children and 

teenagers and coordinates 

drug awareness seminars, 

sumrner camp activities, and 

college tours. He also serves 

as a tutor for elementary 

schoolchildren in an inner-

city housing project. His own 

work toward a college degree 

is an inspiration to the young 

Dreamers. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE CORPS MILWAUKEE, WISC. 

Luis Pi.zamo, a former gang 
member and drug dealer, was able 
to turn his life around by serving 
as an AmeriCorps member with 
the MilWalukee Community 
Service Corps. Luis served in the 
same community where he used to 
deal drugs, helping at-risk youth 
build self-esteem and find alterna-
tives to joining gangs. After he 
completed his service with 
ArneriCorps, Luis went on to 
found HOMIES (Helping Out 
MilWaukee In Every Struggle), 
which helps young people break 
away from gangs. 
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Javier 
Frausto 
BUILDING UP LOS ANGELES LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 

A few years ago twenty-year-old 
Javier Frausto was the victim of a 
drive-by shooting in his East Los 
Angeles neighborhood. As he 
recovered, he decided to do all he 
could to reduce violence and make 
life better foryoung people in his 
community. As an AmeriCorps 
member with Building Up Los 
Angeles, Javier worked in an 
afterschool program where he 
mentored and tutored students. 
Javier used his own experience 
to speak out against violence and 
to teach young people how to set-
tle conflicts peacefully. He is 
now studying to become a social 

Volunteers in the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program  (RSVP) 
of Greater 

GRANDMA PLEASE PROGRAM Cleveland serve after school at  least one
 day a tveek several neborhood CLEVELAND, OHI0 centers  throughout the Cleveland area. They tutor students, serve as mentors, and teach arts and craf ts. RSVP of Greater Cleveland  also 

operates,- a ”Grandma Please" project, which matches seniors,- by telephone to children who need afterschool assurances and contacts. Grandma  Please volunteers  protude a friendly and caring  voice to latchkey kids and proae mentoring  and tutoring support. Today, the Grandma  Please program operating in twenty-sir schools, receiving more than 130 calls each tveek 

- - - 



- Mar - - 
Hop ins 
FOSTER GRANDPARENT 
SACRAMENTO, CALIF. 

Foster Grandparent Mary 

Hopkins, a victim of child abuse 
herself, has dedicated the past ten 
years to helping neglected and 
abused children who have had 
similar experience& Mary, age 
seventy-one, currently serves at 
Sacramento County's Juvenile 
Hall, a locked facility for young 
women. A mentor and counselor, 
Mary encourages women to aban- 
don lives of crime and complete 
their education. Recently, Mazy 
helped a young mother regain cus-
tody of her child, and with Mary's 
support, the mother earned her 
nursing degree and is now assist-
ing abused children. 
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Through the Neutral Zone, .rupported by the Boeing Corporation, AmeriCorpx N E UTRA L ZO N E member., addre.r..rjuvetzile crime, gang activity, .rchool..rucce4r, youth homek.Arne.r.r, atzd other ir.rue.r affecting h4,h-
MOLINTAINLAKE TERRACE, WAsH. risk youth. In the program', rfir.rt year violent crime in Moutztainlake Terrace decreared by 30 percent. The Neutral Zone offer.r a leite-nht program  for 300 to 400 high-ritk youth, a xtreet .rchool operating ..oix dap- a week, out-of-xchool-time 

activities for K-12 youth, and a program to enhance xtudent ,rucce.r.r in .rchool.r. 
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Sahisha 
Blount 
PUBLIC ALLIES 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

When twenty-year-old Sahisha 
Blount teaches people about the 
dangers of AIDS, she does so from 
personal experience—her brother 
Richard died from the disease. In 
1995, Sahisha was an AmeriCorps 
member with Public Allies in 
Chicago. She served with the 
Arnerican Red Cross, where she 
taught  AIDS awareness to schools, 
teen centers, and community 
groups. Two months into her ser-
vice, her brother Richard was diag-
nosed with AIDS. Richard's health 
deteriorated quickly, and he died in 
February 1996. His death made 
Sahisha even more committed to 
her service, and she has trained 
more than 700 people in AIDS and 
HIV awareness and has certified 
an additional twenty trainers.  

imnum 
ing ization rates  in 

Idaho, where only 61 percent of 40i-en age two or I DAHO younger are fully immunized An Ameri  RSVP collaboration, the Corps*VISTA and 
proj ect educates parents of newborn children 

about
 the inzportance of child 

immunization. Idaho Baby Track has heed commu-nities set  up free immunization clinics and information booths at festivals and fairs. At the e4,hteen participating hospitals, 90 percent of parents are 
now

 enrolled in theprogranz and are matched with RSVP volunteers  who work with t6em to ensure that immunization appointments are made and kept. 
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James 
Newman 
FOSTER GRANDPARENT 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 

A Viwer 
file !Ms( 

I Welve years, James Newman  has 
calvd Au. hundreds 4,f irmil,led 
eliildreit mid wells ill lilt' IlS.VVIII-

atric ward of the Elmhurst 
Hospital Center in New York 
City. James, seventy-seven, assists 
emotionally disturbed children 
during  their hospital stays that 
range from three weeks to four 
months. He comforts the children, 
encourages them, and helps them 
with their homework. Many chil-
dren and their families have stayed 
in touch with James foryears 
after leaving the hospital. 

AmeriCow members  serving w 
A ith Appalachia Access provide  direct heat PPA LA CH IA A CC ESS care services to families ti twenty-one Appalachian 

countiex---giving free inzmunizations to chiOren, ATHENS, 
OHI0 &ea& and cerviCal cancer screenings  for lmv-income women, di.;roninating infor 

p 
mation on and testing 

for HIV/AIDS, and nwidinq arra/residents with free transportation to  health care 
a . With the ars/s ppointments  tance of the  AmeriCorps 

member.", chi9hood immunizations have increased .rignificantly, and nearly _3,000 re.fidents have received new information on topics such as drug prevention, household poison prevention, teen pregnancy, and 6a6y wellness and nutrition. 
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Tong 
Nguyen 
TEXAS HEALTH STEPS PROGRAM 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Tong Nguyen, a sixty-one-year-
old Vietnamese refugee, served as 
an AmeriCorps*VISTA member in 
the Texas Health Steps Program in 
Houston, informing residents of 
low-income neighborhoods about 
available health services such as 
Women, Infants, & Children 
(WIC), immunizations, and 
medical and dental checkups. 
Tong and two other Vietnamese 
refugees introduced Vietnamese 
families to the benefits of preven-
tive health care and translated 
printed materials for the communi-
ty. They subsequently joined the 
staff of the organization  so they 
could continue their service. 
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^tNTORPROTECTNURTURE 
.TEACH.SERVE.ENTOR.PROTECI.NURTURE 

.TEACH 

AmeriCorps members serving with the Nashville Health Corps he4) improve the NASHVILLE HEALTH CORPS health of 500 chi9ren of low-income 
families 6y advising  parents on proper nutrition and NASHVILLE, TENN. early chi9hood health, assessing family health 'irks, and increeising acce.rs to  health education. Through home visits to teenage girls and other high-risk women, the AmeriCorps members provide information and s upport on a wide variety of topics, including immunization, nutrition, growth, and development, and give referrals to appropriate services. As a result of the AmeriCorps member/service activitie..r this yeat; 9 5 percent of the children they serve are fully immunized, more than 80 percent are growin at their normal w4ht and height , g and 9 9 percent are free of abuse and neglect. 

• 

• 
- 

• • • 



, 
i •. , , 

0"4.1,• 
0,7e

,  0 
• - 

••''; ' 

. , - 
• 

' 
a 

• • • )- - • 
• . ^ •+ 

• - 
, , 

L 
• 

. • . _ 
; • • 

, 

;.•

A. • — 
E`• 

t • . i ' - ir , . • 

.1, • , 
, . '~w :7rriJ-. , 

4 0' r 
T• ' 

i 
. • ; ' r - 

, • , • 

" , • 
*,-"Dr 

• 
. • _ ' 

• 
• • • - 

- 
•• a - I •. . • • i 

i •  

. , 
J . • 

• - 
t•-.4 

- 

1 . a 
/ ' 

c 

L '‘" 

, 1 - 

7: . , 
:••• 

. . 
marketable 

• : 
skit/ thro k - 

_ . 

e ectit " . 

- - i - • - 
•, ' 4 - , • - - • • 

• , •.•• - 
• 

• 

• 

•• • 
D• • 

• 
- • • 

i 
f 

7.° • 
• 

- — , 
• • . • , • 

- 
- 

\' 
..• I ♦ " f , • .,„ 

:!--` 
„ . . „ V} 

4 , ' 

, . . 
a '0.4! • ' - 

) 
• 

. , 
-,reN 

. 
' 

, 

• • •• 
• 

I • 8 • 

h 
: , • it • 1 .,..' • - • 

- • 
A - -•• •

, • • • - 

\ 



! 

1 

. 
r - ' 
r 

• r 

e 
0 i 

Ito 

' 

_ - & .- ! i • btKVE • MENTOR • PROTECT • NURTURE • TEACH • SEF 
Charles 
Smith 

PROJECT CHALLENGE 
MESA, ARIZ. 

RSvPv01Unteerandaretired 
A\MY oAicer, Charles S,nith has 
iiT edHW hOUrSavveek Si Ce 

!993WthtbeA|ZOnaNati 
j 

r8SYOUthC0|PSPr08 
Pro;ect Chaue|IBe. Pro;ect 

|aenBeiSaGve.|nOnthreSiden. 

!a|Pr08ra|nfOrhiBhSCh00i 
dropouts between the ABeS oE 
sixteen and ei8hteen. Students 

amtheirGEDS,PerfOm]00 

OUrSOfCOmmUniOServie 
d 

e10PlifeandCitiZenShi 
ki||S 

AnCiBood health habits, and ,nain. 
tain physica1 fitness. CharIes. 

S\XtY-elBht, is a mentor .md roIe  
e|tOtheYOUn8reSidentS l 

h|pinBthemtsuccd 
by 8a B 

!heSkiStheYneedtOtUrnti:S'B ll 
Iivesaround. 

-1
Through the Twenty-First Century Scholars program, AmeriCorps 

members /VEN 
—FIRST mentor; counset and provide 

acadernk 
achievement 

sessionsfor Scholars, who are eighth- to twelfth-grade low-i CENTURY SCHOLAR ncome 

S ituae,ts. A exchange for 
a ful4 state-sponsored tuition scholarship, Scholars pledge  to keep a 2.0 grade N DIA NA point average, apply for financial aid, and stay  free 

from
 drugs and alcohoZ 

AmeriCotAr 
members h4, keep Scholars on track, mobilize 

the community, 
recruit volunteers, lead Scholars pr , and their parents in 

service
 gjects, and work with 

counselors and teachers to bui9 strong 
support between families and schools. The effort focuses  on sixteen 

the 
urb t an and rural 

communi-
ies throughout 

state . The AmeriCorps 
members have 2 already coun.reled 6-0 Scholars, tutored more than 450 Scholars, mentored mot? than 800 

Scholars, and recruited over 1,000 volunteers statewide. 
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Victoria 
Roberts 
PROJECT FIRST 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 

Victoria Roberts, an AmeriCorps 
member with Project FIRST 
(Fostering Instructional Reform 
through Service and Technologo in 
New York City, works with elemen-
tary school children to teach them 
computer skills and help them use 
those skilh as a tool for studying. 
With her experience  in system 
development, trng, and manage-. 
ment, Victoria  is able to bring a 
wide array of technological tools 
and applications into the library and 
classrooms. Through the learning 
environment that Victoria helps cre-
ate, students enhance their critical 
thinking and problemsolving skilh 
and gain skills that they will use 
throughout their education and 
their professional lives. 

High School The
 ðchool had the highe.rt dropout rate in the dirtrict and war H I G H SCHOOL con.ndered the mart vioktzt ðchool tvext-ern ilfaj.rachuxettx. At the same time, the xtudentx recognized the need for an SPRINGFIELD, MASS. improved and expanded health facility 

for the ðchool and a grou,o of ../tuderar and teacher./ got together to purðue the 
Idea. The .rchool received a Learn and Serve ilmerka grant to he‘o xtudent./ build a community and 

ðtudent health service,/ center in the  h4,h ðchool co Carpentry, 

cou 

electrkat and act-ruction &Oen& have worked on  the 
project ar part of their rxework Thankr  to grant,/ and donationsfivm local buxitze4rex, the &Oen& 

will complete a $1 millionfacilityfor 
approximately $70,000 School offkialr 

..ray the project  har 
ðpartedparitive changed-, making learning nzore relevant for 

xtudentx  atzd 
dranzatkally reducing dikipline problem/. 

i67 j% C : 1  trkt r. PUTNAMVOCATIONAL
P nm. 4w6S,:b ITL Pumanz  Vocational 

• . 



Chris 
Dudding 
ARKANSAS DISABILITY COALITION 

FORT SMITH, ARK. 

As an AmeriCorps*VISTA mem­

ber, Chris Dudding has developed 

a community planning project to 

bring together the disabled com­

munity in Arkansas. Working with 

the Arkansas Disability Coalition, 

Chris secured funds and recruited 

volunteers for the project, which 

has helped disabled children par­

ticipate fully in their communities. 

Chris' commitment to this project 

partly stems from the fact that he 

is disabled himself. Stricken with 

meningitis as a child, Chris is 

almost completely deaf. He is now 

pursuing a law degree and plans to 

practice public interest law. 

..•·.··.:· 

_ _  - 1 1,u 1 tCT · NURTURE · TEACH . -SE 

In YouthBui!J, AmeriCorp.r memher.r age .rixteen to twenty-four I.earn con-

y O LJTH B LJ IL D LJ SA .rtruction .rk.il.l, whif.e rehahilitat-

ing abandoned hui!Jing.r and con.rtructing new hou.ring for home&., and Low­

income peopf.e. The AmeriCorp.r memher.r attend aca2emic cla.uu for haLJ the 

time, ma.rtering ha.ric .rk.il.l, and preparing for their high .rchool equival.ency 

diploma. A major empha.ru u placed on proviJing opportunitiu for young 

peopf.e to develop f.ea2er.rhip .rk.ilLr. The AmeriCorp.r memher.r aLro .rerve in 

other way.r, incl.uding tutoring ef.ementary .rtudenlf and organizing food dri­

vu and environmental cf.eanup.r. Currently, 700 YouthBuilJ AmeriCorp.r 

memher.r .rerve at twenty-one .ritu throughout the nation. 
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Dara 
Cole 

PALS PROGRAM 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

Dara Cole, a twenty-two-year-old 

AmeriCorps*VISTA member, helps 
adult Hmong refugees learn English 
and living skills in a unique way—
by recruiting high school students 
to be teacher& As the coordinator 
of the People Assisting with 
Language Learning Skills Program 
(PALS), Dara recruits Hmong teens 
to tutor Hmong adults in English at 
community centers in public hous-
ing projects. Dara also has brought 
in other commtmity tutors and liter-
acy workers. Dara's enthusiasm and 
dedication to service has started a 
chain reaction among the Hmong 
youth, who now view service as an 
important part of their lives. 

ii:i: nlUeraC3|COrPSUPPOrteJbY Learn 

n
0 .II .0NALAmrk ariOb:b i S 

nJnrinnttttringkmntryb|t,BnWinr 
ing 

!I
.

? YC ORjSn , Z 9n  
nproements in tbe stlDents ac@emie s,Lccess. At Lincoh Higb Scboo| Pbi43|pb frmpk,80 prntf.nJ-griI,r 6 b bn ttrJ are no re@ y ai tbeirgraile ke4 compareJ itb 57 pcrcent b0m tbe tutors bgn brrprt m inmw in piti bbir nJ 6iqbr mtitiin 
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Sean 
Whitten 
AMERICORPS*NCCC 
CHARLESTON, S.C. 

Through his service as a team leader 
in A.meriCorps*NCCC (the 
National Civilian Community 
Corps), Sean Whitten has led a 
team of eleven in completing  several 
projects such as restoring trails, 
building homes for low-income 
families, serving at a nursing home, 
and tutoring elementary students. 
Sean and his team have been 
deployed to help fight disasters all 
over the country, such as floods 
and fires. Last year, Sean rescued 
a young hiker who had been lost 
for two days in the Smoky 

Mountains of Tennessee. 

The Young  Heroe s program ir a City Year initiative in eight cities around th, YOUNG H E R O ES United States. Its primary objectivi is to kad a diverse group of seventh- and eighth-graders  into active citizenship, CITY YEAR including service. Several City Year Boston corps members created the program, which spans at kart eleven Saturdays. Young Heroe.r have renovated housing, delivered meals to people with HIV/AIDS, cleaned schook, and led hundreds of adults and children into service—in Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Columbia, Columbus, Providence, San Jose, and San Antonio. 

- - + 

- - - - 

1 \ - - - 
" 

- . - 

i 

1 

• 
-.~~~`: - ~- ~` . 

' . 
• - - , 

i 



Perry 
Martin 
VIRGINIA TECH 
BLACKSBURG, VA. 

A communications studies student 
at Virginia Tech, Perry Martin has 
used service to improve his own 
community He has been a Special 
Olympics buddy, has served as a 
rnentor to third-grade students, and 
has participated in many other ser-
vice activities. Most recently, as 
part of an Appalachian communi-
ties course, he developed a partner-
ship between the university and his 
hometown of Newport, Virginia. 
Working closely with five commu-
nity organizations, including the 
town's elementary school and its 
voltmteer center, Perry identified 
projects for students, trained the 
site supervisors, and placed forty-
two students in projects. 
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AmeriCorps*NCCC (the National Civilian Comnumity Corp) a full-time AMERICORPS*NCCC rextdential.rervic e program in which 1,000 men and  women age ehteen to twenty-hur meet urgent community needr while developing skill.r  in teamwork, leaderxhip, and citi-zen..rhip". NCCC member., tutor children and adult.); renovate xchools and housing, develop afterrchoolprogramr, improve  the safety of public building..r for di:fabled citizen.r, build traiLr, and re-rpond to natural dixa-rtertr like floodr and forext 
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AmeriCorp.r has opportunitiu in hundre'J.r of program.r Learn and Serve America promotes .rervice as a uarning The Nalionaf Senior Service Corp.r i.r looking for o/Jer 

AMER.ICOR.PS acrou the nation for LEARN AND SER. VEopportuni- NATIONAL SENIORAmerican.r 

indivuJua.& of all ages who want to devote a year to J'ervice. ty through eumentary and .recondary J'chool.r, colleges and who are willing to commit their time and J'lci!Lr to improve 

1-800-942-2677 AmeriCorpJ'memberJ' AMER.I CA univer.ritie.r, and community SER. VICE CORPS livesand communi-

tutor chi!Jren, J'erve as mentorJ' for teen.r, renovate low- organization.r. Participaling J'tudent.r of all ages develop tiu through program.r acroJ'J' the nation. Service opportu­

income hoUJ'ing, immuni:a chi!Jren again.rt preventaMe ( 2 Q 2) 6 Q 6-5 Q Q Q and uarn from J'er- 1 -8 Q Q-4 2 4 -8 8 6 7 nitiu are avaifabu 

duease.r, restore nalionaf parks- and coastlines, and partic- vice activitiu thal fink .rchoo& and communitiu and meet in the Fo.rter Grandparent Program, which maiches J'enior.r 

ipate in hundredJ' of other .rervice project.r in the areas- of important need.r. Service-uarning activitiu inc!ude teach- with chilJren and youth with exceptional needJ'j the Retired 

education, public .rafety, the environment, and other ing younger chi!Jren to read, designing a neighborhood and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), which inc!udes 

human needJ'. In exchange for their year of J'ervice, playground, .rtarting a .rchoof recycling program, and con- activil:iu fi!ce tutoring and mentoring at-rulc youth, teach­

AmeriCorpJ' memher.r earn a J'maff living allowance and .rtructing hoUJ'e.r. Student.r who participale in the.re pro- ing Engfi.rh to immigrant.J; and organizing neighborhood 

an award for higher education or vocalionaf training. Two gram.r often earn higher grade.rand better underJ'tand their walch group.r; and the Senior Companion Program, who.re 

of the many program.r thal are recruil:ing now for faff communitiu' need.r. memberJ' help other .renior.r five in'Jependentfy. 

opening.r are AmeriCorp.r*NCCC (the National 

Civilian Community Corp.r ), in which peopu age eigh-

teen to tu,enty-four five: on one of five: campUJ'es and .rervt: 

in te:ams-, and AmeriCorps-* VISTA (VofunturJ' in 

Serl'ict: to America), whoJ't: me:mht:rJ' live: and .rerve in 

I.ow-income communitieJ' to help ove:rcome prohums- filce 

'/Literacy and poverty. 
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"Everybody can  6e great because everybody can serve." 

—Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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CORPORATION 

FOR NATIONAL 

OSERVICE 

• 

December 15, 1997 

Dear Friend: 

As you make plans for celebrating the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., many of 

You have already reported that service to Your community will be an integral part of 

honoring Dr. King. We look forvvard to working with you to make the King Holiday a 

day of action to meet community needs, not a day ofrest and recreation. 
I am sending you a brochure thit provides some ideas for service on the King Holiday. 

We are working closely with our partners for this day: the King Center for Nonviolent 

Social Change, the Points of Light 
Foundation, Do Something, and the United Way of 

America. Please note Do Something's Kindness and Justice Challenge, a ten-day 

competition in service leading up to the holiday. You may wish to interest your local 

schools in participating. We also enclose a 
commemorative poster for you to display. 

For more information, links to our partners and updates, please visit our website at 

www.nationalservice.org
. 

As Coretta Scott King said, "The greatest birthday gift my husband could receive is if 

people of all racial and ethnic backgrounds 
celebrated the holiday by performing 

individual acts of kindness through service to others. 
Remember, it's not a day off- - it's 

a day on!" 

Sincerely, 
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ChiefEXeCiiOfaCer Enclosures 

ONAI. SERVICE: 
GETTING 

THINGS DONE 
Ts • Learn  and 

Serve America  • Nacional Senior Service Colps 

i 

tele
1201  New York 

Avenue, N
 

phone:202-606-5 W. • Washington, 
D.C. 20525 •wbsite:

 wwwnationalservice.orp 
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Executive Officer, Corporation for National Service 

Service was at the heart of Martin Luther King's 
philosophy and action. The King Holiday and 
Service Act of 1994 aims to transform the obser-
vance of Martin Luther King's birthday into a day of 
service that reflects King's life and teaching—bring-
ing people together, breaking down the barriers that 
divide us, and working to solve our problems 
through citizen action. 

The national service and community volunteering 
network can play a vital role in fulfilling the promise 
of the King Holiday. Americans involved in sustained 
national and community service—from school-age 
students engaging in service-learning, to AmeriCorps 
members performing a year or more of service, to 
participants of the Senior Corps sharing their experi-
ence and talents, to citizens working through volun-
teer centers—can recruit, train, and organize millions 
of other volunteers in a day of service. Join people of 
different backgrounds to meet communities' needs 
by serving together on Dr. King's day. 

Identify a community need that the vigorous effort 
volunteers of all ages can help meet. Then seek pa 
ners in the process who share your concern and 
should be a part of the solution. 

Think especially of the talents and resources that y 
people possess. All young Americans should be gi 
the opportunity to see themselves, and be seen by 
ers, as resources and leaders. Help them discover a 
realize their greatness through service to others. 

Reach out to the young and not-so-young through 
churches, mosques, and synagogues, Volunteer 
Centers, service-learning coordinators in high scho 
the YMCA, the YWCA, Boys and Girls Clubs, Urban 
Leagues and United Ways, civic and fraternal grou 
and their school service clubs, scouting organizatis 
sororities and fraternities—wherever people gathe 
serve the public good. 

Engage local merchants and employers, asking for i 
kind donations and the participation of their employ 

Persuade the K-12 school systems, college and uni 
sity leaders, and teachers' associations to plan a d. 
when all students and teachers—with parents and 
school volunteers—are asked to work together on  s 
or more service projects. 

Many service projects are getting underway—or buil 
on previous efforts. Join them or create similar proje 

* Hands On Charlotte (North Carolina) is following 
on the Presidents' Summit for America's Future . 
making sure that two of the five fundamental 
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CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL SERVICE 1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20525 



* The Jackson Servant Leadership Corps, the Foundation of the Mid-South, the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi, and a dozen church youth groups will join AmeriCorps members for seven hours of service Projects will include preparing and clean play spaces, renovating 
substandard honuisig 

outdoor
ng,  nizing community clothing 

closets, and  prepariorga-ng an serving meals to the homeless. • 

„goo 
ruv LUTHER KIN% JR. DAY OF SERVICE ly On, Not A Day Off. 

• 

resources-safe places to learn and grow and an ppportunity to give  back  through 
service—are met for lundreds of children. Young volunteers from Hands )n, the Boy Scout

 Explorers, schools, and comm roups will provide educational 
and recreational

 unity
 ctivities for 400 children in 10 safe places on a day hen many of their parents are working and the hools are closed. 

* The King Center, Hands On Atlanta, Atlanta Community Food Bank, and others will bring togethe 500 people from across Georgia for a "Citizen Servic Summit." The three-day call to action will culminate in up to a dozen service projects all across the city of Atlanta on the holiday. 

uthBuild in Philadelphia, Pa., will begin the day th three community clean-ups, then will create 'nmunity gardens and repair the school pla yground cing. After the painting, 
cleaning, and 

ghborhoods will host 
community fairs p tola celnting, the ebrate full range of cultures in 

the  neighborhood, with frytelling, mural painting, and mask-maki, vide information on
 community services.ng 

and to
 

lents from Community School District 23 in N.Y., will organize a food and coat drive for ommunity. On the holiday, stu 

tio
 

dents and iteers will fan out for a 
door-to-door collecn 

parent
. ood and clothing collected will be distributed ghout the winter. 

Service Charleston, the Mayor, the Volunteer r, and AmeriCorps' National Civilian Community will kick off "98 in 98," a campaign to chal-young and old to volunteer 98 hours in 1998. ln hools, Youth Service Charleston will Iaunch ng Soul Mates"—a program that trains fourth-h-graders to read to and mentor first- and -graders. 

* Farm Share in Florida City, Fla., will sponsor a food gleaning and distribution on the King Holidy, ing volunteers from local high
 schools, their a  client 

recruit
 base, and local churches. After it is gleaned from the fields, the food will be distributed in a local park where children will participate in organized games and educational sessions on Dr. King. 

* Frostburg State University and the University of Maryland are collaborating with AmeriCorps and other youth and service corps to expand and enhanc accessibility for people with disabilities at the Frostburg's arboretum. On the Kin Holiday, they will break ground on  the MLK Reflectiong and Education Inclusive Outdoor Recreational Area, and the buildin and landscaping will continue with the help of the corps and disabied persons until it is opened during National Volunteer Week in the spring. 

. 

"The greatest birthday gift my husband 
could receive is if people of all racial and ethnic backgrounds celebrated the holiday by performing individual acts of kindness 

through service to others. Remember, Zt'S not a day off it's a day on!" 

—Coretta Scott King 
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* feeding the hungry, packing lunches, delivering meals, 

* restoring a school and adding to its resources 

stocking a pantry 

Do Something! 
Schools across the nation will 
celebrate the King Holiday by 
participating in the national 

Kindness & Justice 
Challenge—an educational 

and interactive introduction to 
character education, leadership 

training, and community 
service. In the two weeks 
leading up to the holiday, 

students will perform Acts of 
Kindness (helping others) and 

Acts of Justice (standing up for 
what is right). By doing so, they 

and their schools will be eligible 
to win computers, other prizes, 

and national recognition. 
Register for the Kindness & 
Justice Challenge online at 

www.kichallenge.org or call 
Do Something at (212) 523-1175 

college degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject and verb agree to ser You don't have to  know about Plato and Aristotle to  serve.... You only 
ve.

need heart full of grace. A soul 
generated by love. And you can be that  servant."a 

"Everybody can be great because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR . 

"Make a career of humanity...and you will make a greater person of yoursef g ; areater nation of your country, and a finer world to live  in." 
"Every man must decide whether he will walk in the creative light of altruism or the darkness of destructive selfishness. This is the judgment. Life's persistent and most urgent question is `What are you doing for others?" 

'At the heart of all that civilization has meant and developed is ccommunity'—the mutually cooperative and voluntary venture of man to assume a semblan of responsibility for his brother" ce
 

"I have the audacity to believe that people everywhere can have three meals a 

for 
day for their bodies, education and  culture for their minds and dignity, quality and freedom their spirits.  I believe that  what self-centered men have torn, down, other-centered men can build up." 

KING HOLIDAY 1998 
This year conlmunities and individuals will remember and honor Dr. King with a day that reflects his proposition that 
"'everybody can be great because anybody can serve"—a day that brings out the greatness in people by bringing them togeth-er to make a difference in their comniunities. 

Here are a few of the ways that we can bring people together 
through service on this day: 

* tutoring children and adults 

* donating blood and helping register bone marrow and organ donors 

* renovating low-income and senior housing 
* participating in local neighborhood watches 
* teaching literacy to those in jail or prison 
* celebrating history and heritage with senior citizens and veterans 

* building a playground on a vacant lot 
* helping to break the cycle of crinle, fear, and violence by encouraging twenty-four hours of peace 
* removing graffiti and replacing it with a community-designed mural 

* joining a Habitat for Humanity build for the day and conimit-ting to serve for the next seven Saturdays 
* adopting a neighborhood for the day, clearing debris, repair-ing walks and fences, and beginning a community garden 
* recording books for the blind 

* restoring the beauty of a public space  

* helping people through the winter, weatherizing homes, providing warm clothing, digging them out of the snow 
* planting trees, installing window boxes for the homebound 

Worried about too num!! snow? Do a "big dig" and shovel out neighborhood schools, senior citizens' homes, and libraries. 

* bringing in health care professionals to provide screening and inoculations 

Questions? Call the Corporation's Public Liaison Office at (202) 606-5000 or visit the website at www.nationalcon,i,n „„. 



December 9, 1997 

TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM:  

DiIeCtOIOfSChedUIin8 

ThW800dMaShaII,JI. 

?GOPeS 

iefOfSia£00ratiODfONatiOnaISen|iCe 
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ave the President (and potentially other White House 
principals) 

participate in a service 
project that promotes 

service 
and literacy on the  Martin 

Luther King, Jr.  Federal 
Holiday, pa 

January  19,  1998. 
The President 

would rticipate  in
 assembling 

single shelf
 bookcases with children, decorating 

the bookcases, 
and

 
reading to children. 

The purpose  of this event is to promote 
rvic
the King Holiday as a day 

ge. Overall, children who 

of service to  others, advance national
 see and the America would receive  their o 

Reads Challen 

participate  in the 
event

 
approximatel 

wn a bookshelf and a 
collection of

 y five books to begin their 
hildr o

r (simple) home bookc  ary. The 
service would involve c en working with 

wn home lib
adults to assemble ases and to decorate and personalize the

 bookshelf. In addition, there will be reading circles for children. This is an excellent opportunity to promote key presidential 
initiatives. The most obvious are national service and America 
Reads. But this events also encompasses other presidential 
initiatives spearheaded by the Corporation for National Service. 
For instance, many of the children and adults who will participate 

in this service project are tutors and participants in the DC Reads 
initiative, and many of the college students involved are doing their 

tutoring as part of the work study initiative. 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 
Three years ago the President s legislation designating 

the
 

Martin Luther 
King Holiday as a  

igned 
day of service. The Corporation 

for National Service has lead responsibility,
ng with the  King alo Center for making this  day of 

service a  rea lity. As the President 
announced in his radio

 address  on  November 29, the Corporation e MLK holiday. 

has just made
 $225,000 in grants to support service activities on 

th  

We have made very Holida 

enter, the  United  W 

good progress  in  establishin 
King 

y as a day of service. g the This year our national 
partners in this 

effort are  the King C
ay, Do something and the 



Points of Light Foundation. The President's participation in a service project marking the King Holiday will (1) be an appropriate way for the President to publicly recognize the Holiday; (2) bring new attention to the Holiday as "A Day On, Not a Day Off;" (3) advance the specific Presidential initiatives of national service and the America Reads Challenge. 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: The President actively supported the bill making the King Holiday a day of service and signed the legislation at a Rose Garden ceremony on August 23, 1994. The President announced the new MLK Day grants 10 days ago on November 29, 1997. 

Monday, January 196, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

Travel Time 5 minutes 
Event - 60 - 90 minutes 

DATE/TIME: 

DIJRATION: 

LOCATION: TBD - possibly the MCI Arena; possibly the Martin Luther King library. 

AmeriCorps members from the National Civilian Community Corps; AmeriCorps Alums; reading tutors and participants in the DC Reads Initiative and Everybody WINS; Corporation for National Service, Points of Light Foundation, and United Way Staff; and possibly representatives of the National Basketball Association (NBA) and team members from the Washington Wizards. 

The service project would have various stations working simultaneously. Children and parents or tutors would work alongside AmeriCorps members assembling single shelf bookcases, decorating and personalizing the bookcases, participating in the reading circles and watching book dramatizations. When they depart, children would receive 5 books along with their bookshelf to start their home library. 

The President would participate in the project by helping to assemble and decorate bookcases with children, reading and enjoying performances with the children, encouraging the reading and setting  the example of participating  in 
service to

oy of
 others. 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF 
EVENT: 



REMARKS 
REQUIRED: Optional, depending on how we structure the event. 

MEDIA 
COVERAGE: We intend to make the Washington event the focus of national 

media coverage on the MLK Day of Service. We expect a high 
degree of interest. 

PROPOSED 
ATTENDANCE: Approximately 1000 - 1500 people (500 children with parents or 

tutors) 

RECOMMENDED 
BY: Harris Wofford 

CONTACT: John Gomperts 
Chief of Staff 
Corporation for National Service 
202-606-5000 x121 
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J ENGINEERING 

INTERIORS 

3 7- 7 

EST. 1915 

ATLANTA 

WASHINGTON DC 
OMAHA 

HOUSTON 

DALLAS 

SAN ANTONIO 

PHOENIX 

LOS ANGELES 
HONOLULU 

TOKYO 

HONG KONG 
DUBAI 

BERLIN 

MADRID 

1 

i 

I 
i 

i 
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a LED A DALY 
1 

J 
PLANNING November 1997 
ARCHITECTURE 

Committee for The William Jefferson Clinton 
Presidential Library 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

RE: Qualifications for Architectural, Engineering and 
Interior/Exhibit Design 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This preliminary booklet of LEO A DALY'S related experience and qualifications is meant to express our genuine interest in becoming involved with this most prestigious project. 

LEO A DALY was founded in 1915. We are an international, multi-disciplined planning, architectural, engineering and interior design firm with sixteen offices worldwide. LEO A DALY is currently ranked as the second largest design firm in the United States, according to Building Design & Construction magazine. Recipients of both national and international awards and citations, the firm is currently staffed by more than 700 dedicated design and engineering 
professionals. 

There are completed DALY projects in more than 50 countries, as well as in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. It is this wealth of experience that we will bring to the Clinton Presidential Library and to its visitors from around the world. 

We are very excited about this project and fcel we are well suited for the challenge. We have extensive state-of-the-art library experience, a creative exhibit team and excellent design credentials. We hope to have the opportunity to present specific details when it becomes appropriate. 

1201 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW 
TENTH FLOOR 
WASHINGTON DC 20036 
TEL 202.861.4600 
FAX 202.872.8530 



As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions or would like additional information. 

Thank you for your time. We look forward to the opportunity to be 
of service. 

Sincerely, 

LEO ALY 

Charles D. Dalluge, V. P. 
Corporate Director 



The 
William Jefferson Clinton 

Presidential Library 

Table of Contents 

I 
"Success Criteria for a Good Library" 
Library Experience and Qualifications 

II 
A Similar Project...The Pope John Paul II Cultural Center 

An Interactive Library, Museum and Cultural Facility 

III 
The Right Exhibit Consultant 
Dr. Edwin Schlosšberg (ESI) 

IV 
LEO A DALY 

Design Experience and Qualifications 

V 
LEO A DALY 

General Relitted Information 



r, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 7DE6 29 0,1:V 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

KENNETH E. BENTSEN, JR. 

December 24, 1997 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President • 

The United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

I hope you and your family will enjoy this grapefruit from the Rio 
Grande Valley in South Texas, which we believe is the finest in the world. I 
appreciate the assistance you have provided to me throughout the year on 
issues of importance to Texas and the 25th District, and I look forward to 
continuing to work with you on our many mutual concerns. 

I hope you have a happy and restfiil holiday season and a year ahead 
that is as productive and successfiil as 1997. 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

c4. 
Kenneth E. Bentsen, Jr. 
Member of Congress 
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A FLAME OF HOPE 
THROUGH DECADES 
OF REMEMBRANCE 

1750 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20006 
WEB SITE: kip:\ \www.ngLorg 
E-MAIL: CLASPADAewow.com 
PHONE: 202-783-4665 
FAX: 202-783-1168 

NO 
G REATE R 

LOVE 

December 19, 1997 '97 DEC 29 PH1:27 
i 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

(
) c 1 / ) 
/ 

t  I ( 1 
J 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN, 110741M3 

CARMRLLA LASPADA 
FOUNDER AND CEO 

TED WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

DR. LOUIS M. SAVARY, PhD. 
execurrys nat PRESIDENT 

MARK MONROE 

GENERAL OMAR N. [(RAMAT, USA 1:1 ; 
s 

- 

TREASURER 

NGL BOARD OF ADVISORS 

PETER ARNETT 
HANK AARON 
STEPHEN AMBROSE 
RICH ASHBURN 
BONNIE BLAIR 
JOHNNY BENCH 
U.S. SEN. JOSEPH BIDEN, JR. 
JAMES BRADT 
THE HONORABLE JESSE BROWN 
JUDGE JOSEPH C. BRUNO 
PAUL BUCHA 
ART BUCHWALD 
CAROL BURNETT 
BUFTY CAFRITZ 
U.S. SEN. JOHN CHATRE 
BILL COSBY 
TOM CRUISE 
THE HONORABLE BOB DOLE 
GEN WAYNE A. DOWNING, USA (RBT) 
U.S. REP. VERNON J. EHLERS 
MRS. DAVID EISENHOWER 
MRS. GERALD FORD 
JOE TRAZIER 
U.S. SEN JOHN GLENN 
WAYNE GRETZKY 
U.S. SEN. CHUCK HAGEL 
BOB HOPE 
AMBASSADOR NATHANIEL HOWELL 
U.S. SRN. DAMEL INOUYE 
MRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
AMBASSADOR JAMES R. JONES 
JACK KEMP 
U.S. SEN. EDWARD KENNEDY 
U.S. SEN. BOB KERREY 
JACKIE JOYNER-KERSICE 
AMBASSADOR BRUCE LAINGEN 
TOMMY LASORDA 
ANTHONY LASPADA 
JACK LEMMON 
ERIC LINDROS 
U.S. SEN. TRENT LOTT 
U.S. SEN. RICHARD LUGAR 
U.S. SEN. JOHN McCAIN 
JOE MONTANA 
A.L. MONROE 
ARTHUR MOORE 
U.S. REP. JOHN MURTHA 
JOE NAMATH 
JACK NICKLAUS 
sec:err O'GRADY 
ARNOLD PALMER 
JOE PATERNO 
JAMES J. PETERS 
GEN COLIN POWELL, USA (RAT) 
BILL RECHIN 
CAL RIPKEN, M. 
DANIEL M. ROSS 
PETE SAMPRAS 
WILLARD SCOTT 
OZZIE SMITH 
ROGER STAUBACH 
JOHN SWEENEY 
U.S. SRN. STROM THURMOND 
JOHNNY UMITAllguAvau,s-mre 
JAKE WEST 
MORT WALKER 
ALFRED WHTTEHEAD 
ELIE WIRSEL 

I hope you are enjoying this hectic holiday season. I'm sending a few 
presents for Chelsea-- the No Greater Love pillowcase and calendar. 
These same gifts have been sent to the children of Americans who lost their 
lives in service to our country or by an act of terrorism. Also, enclosed is a 
small gift for you. 

I appreciate your support for our cause. I enjoy working with your fine 
staff members, John Podesta, Bob Bell and Jim Seaton and look forward 
to our continued relationship in 1998 in serving our great country. 

I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 

10 G=~I{/v~1~ ~/~~~la~ 

Carmella LaSpada 
Founder/CEO 
No Greater Love 

P.S. Socks may feel he has been upstaged lately by Buddy so I'm sending 
him a Christmas sock. 
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Patricia Parisi 
434 Spring Avenue 

Ridgewood NJ, 07450 

December 4, 1997 

The White House '97 DEC 29 PH1:27 

Dear Mr. President, 

Congratulations on the fantastic town hall meeting in Akron. Not surprisingly you were so 
able to articulate the core issues. You brought out the heartfelt concems of the community. 
This is an excellent beginning. 

I want to share with you the parallel events that took place at the high school in Ridgewood, 
NJ.; Stephanie Jones went to high school here. I organized the event for the ED regional 
office. Students from the high school civics class and the Martin Luther King Jr. club watched 
the broadcast . The principal, the mayor, and the committee for racial healing also 
participated. The students sat through their lunch period and listened intensely, as did the 
adults. At the end of televised portion our group opened for discussion. The group of fifty or 
so would have stayed all day, if we could have. Our students echoed the opinions of the 
students in Ohio. They agreed that all people want to be thought of and treated as 
individuals. The individual hates to be seen as spokes person for an entire race, black or 
white. I am waiting to get their written comments. 

ou, the adults were not thrilled to know that age thirty is old. They were, none the less, 
d to participate. The mayor spoke of working to improve relationships for all people in 

tow • e end of his comments he offered to open up our town hall to the larger community 
and co the dialog. Could you hope for a better result? By the way, these same students 
wilt iverildiavolo thank you in person for opening 

You should also know that your education agenda is taking root. In the three and one half 
years that I have been working in the regional office of the ED I have seen important changes. 
New York and New Jersey now embrace high standards for all students. Both states have 
committed new resources to literacy and early learning. Your plao for technology in the 
classroom has taken off like wild fire, it never would have with ouOyour leadership. Secretary 
Riley is loved and respected by all. 

As we approach the holiday season take pride in the fact_that you have improved the quality 
of life for young Americans. Your policies increase opportunities available to so many 
disadvantaged. Your vision for a better America is germinating. 

Thank you for letting me participate in the building of this grand vision. 

Your friend, 
12-29-97 
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