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The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-«03 
(202) 224-5«4 

June 24, 1997 
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_ All Americans rejoiced as we watched the Russian people gain freedoms that had been 
denied them while under the bondage of communism; we support their aspirations for the 
personal liberties we have enjoyed for two hundred years. This is why we are deeply concerned 
by the threat posed to those liberties by a discriminatory bill on religious association now 
wending its way through the Duma. If this bill were to become law, the Russian people would be 
denied the fundamental right of religious freedom. Only those religious associations in existence 
during the height of the Cold War, when atheism was the official philosophy of the Soviet State, 
would be allowed to operate freely. 

We thank you for raising this issue with President Yeltsin on Friday and we join in your 
opposition to the Duma's religious discrimination measure. History shows that religious 
repression always precedes political repression. If the current measure is not turned back, it is 
likely that other basic human rights and democracy will soon be under attack. We remember 
President Yeltsin's heroic defense of democracy and human rights six years ago and we expect 
that he will veto any legislation restricting those freedoms. 

As members of the Appropriations Committee that provides the money for Russian 
assistance, we want you to know that we appreciate, stand with and support your personal efforts 
to communicate the high level of concern that all Americans have on this issue. 

Sincerely, 
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