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RICHARD RANDAZZO
SUPERVISOR
TEL. (914) 534-3770

TOWN HALL
183 MAIN STREET
CORNWALL, N.Y. 12518

FAX (914) 534-4342

ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK

May 31, 1997
JIM DORSKIND:
Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

2 . Please coordi
President of the United States inate

the reply.

Dear Mr. President:

First of all, welcome back to the great Hudson Valley Area. I hoped your time spent here
and at West Point has been enjoyable. I will be brief and to the point on an issue that has
been front page in our daily newspaper (copies of articles enclosed) and close to the heart
of veterans and residents in our area. The problems may be local or they may systematic,
which in either case is of grave concern to all of us.

A crisis has surfaced in our two local veterans hospitals, Castle Point and Montrose.

Since the first story broke about staff reductions and dramatically increased mortality rates
at these hospitals horror stories have been told about treatment received and conditions
that exist at these facilities. These stories come from veterans, their families and hospital
staff. If the information is even partially correct every American should be appalled.

The Congressional Representatives from New York and primarily the Hudson Valley Area
have called for an investigation and hearings. The indication from the newspaper articles
is that they are meeting with resistance from the Veterans Administration. I would hope
in the interest of our veterans and our citizens that appropriate steps would be taken by
the administration to conduct a thorough review, not to place blame but to correct any
deficencies and restore the confidence in the V.A. Hospital system.

I have spoken with our county commander of the American Legion and he informs me
that the Legion is attempting to work with the Veterans Administration to develop short
range and long range solutions to these and other problems.



In the interest of our veterans, many aging, requiring quality medical care I ask that you
review this unconscionable situation and direct a swift and immediate response from the
Veterans Administration. Only then can we restore the confidence and credibility that is
demanded by the nature of this service offered to our veterans who have served our nation
honorably and proudly at our time of greatest need.

Thank you very much Mr. President. God be with you as you continue to lead our great
country.

Respectfully and Sincerely,

Richard Randazzo \)
Town Supervisor
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John Meyers of Middletown receives a drink from his daughter Anne Nelson while at Ca_sl!e Point véterans hospital.
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blame rests
on staff cuts

BETH MULLALLY y
Writer Y
CASTLE POINT — The death rate has

*  doubled at two local veterans Hospitals

since October, when deep staffing cuts
and a major reshuffling of resources

tol4deaﬂlsperlonm

Between Jan. 1 and April 29, 71 men
died at Castle Point. In previous years for
that same four-month period, there was
an average of 36 deaths.

The death rate is rising even as the
hospital’s patient ity has

from 278 beds to 196 . The hospital
has an 82 t occupancy rate.

- At the FDR Veterans Hospital in Mon-

Penny Koustoubekis, director of public -
affairs at Castle Point, said about 200 jobs
have been eliminated at both hospitals
since .last fall when the of

Veteran Affairs began to streamline and

restructure services.
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-3 to look at that data (death rates) and |
draw conclusions. We're still in the pro-  * |:
cess of ing our services and being -

Meyers, 81, visits with her husband John, 78, at the Castle Point VA

Medical Center in Dutchess County recently.

JEFF GOULDING/The Record
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Building gutted:;
fire investigated

GARDINER — A warehouse for
the Kiss My Face Cqrp. was des-
troyed by an early mo blaze
Sunday, Gardiner Fire Chief Marc
Alexander said yesterday.

Alexander said the fire started in
the south side of the 200-foot by 80-
foot structure, located on Route 44/55.
Thg- cause is being investigated, he
sai

About 80 ters from Gar-
diner, Shawangunk Valley, Modena
and New Paltz responded to the mid-
night call and had the fire under con-
trol by 3:30 a.m. No one was injured.

The warehouse stored bars of soap
and moisturizing lotion.

— RICHARD A. D’ERRICO

Port man charged
with raping woman
PORT JERVIS — A West Main
Street man was charged with raping
a woman in his apartment early
Sunday. i _ - :
Jonathan B. Wright, 37, of 138 West . %, e
Main St, was charged with ' ' 3
ﬁrf{tdesme rape.a f:tlogy : : a5 2
is accuser, a Port Jervis woman, . ) wot e P R CU TR JEFF GOULDING/The Recort
told police she was at Wright’s house John Meyers’ ID bracelet fies on a table near his bed. It should Wbmm . e
and awoke in his bedroom to find him - '
having intercourse with her at about
3 am. She went home and a relative ospl a
called police.
The woman was treated at m
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; : : were functioning well at that point. through his back into his kidney to lower kenly sent him back to Montrose. 3
%(;,n;:ltu% a’ﬁ’ﬁgﬁ%‘d z;:dcnrey] Court Four months ago, the preps(s)ure in his the pressure and ensure drainage. hospital social worker intm'ueged the ™
and sent to Orange County Jail .in kidneys started to rise dangerously. He was sent back to Montrose several  transfer and he was returned to Castlel®

el : il Something was wrong, and his daughter = days later. But within two days, he had  Point.
gpptmnnceeu S $20,0glmom£.en CRET ot feared he would go into kidney failure. blood in tube. He was sent back to the He has been in a bed there ever since.
He needed a sonogram to determine Bxgnf . . dn’t ¢ hi “Th e‘gglt should have be:ln a simple &
Requests for cash Jelemi  Biisiow dbiriln gie el fotoad i

the cause of the prob




———— e ———— e e e COROIVEQ Y was darawrn’ out 16F so
m’s been in bed for seyeral

; - " over Martin Luther Ring weekend” when  done was to irrigate (flush out) the tube,” long that ,
( not Trom local PBA ﬁmimé‘ﬁﬁ&}%mm en-?,_saiers. Nelson. They sent him back to - Iggsnuxa;’ said Mrs. Nelson. “He:can’t
MONROE — The Monroe Police | : By then, the medical unit at Montrose ~ Montrose. * ="7e his legs, He can’t feed This
Association is not run- had been closed down. At that point, all * He went back and forth several times kindofder:‘.eﬂorahonshmmlnever. ve

a telephone fund-raiser, the nursing home patients had to go to the  during February and March because of  happened. J
said yesterday. PBA President ' Bronx when tﬁgydeve.loped a medical Simplwlm related to flushing the © Two days ago, when Mrs. Nelson
Robert Compasso said some Monroe problem. But a fight over her father . . tube, Mrs. Nelson. ' 5 visited her father, she found him staring
residents have received e calls ensued between Montrose and the Bronx, ;7 _ On March 31, he was sent back to the /.. at empty space from his bed. He. dn’t
for another department’s raiser | - said Mrs. Nelson. : _ L--;'Bron:onceagaiq.“uonqt:satoldmehis;ﬂremw his wife, Kathleen Meyers., or
and think their money is going :Td call the Bronx and they'd tell me - tube fell out of his back” said Mrs. Nel- %/ his ty d
to the Monroe PBA or DARE pro- Montrose should handle it by giving him - son. “But when I called X
Commo said the Monroe some (intravenous) fluid and antibiotics,”  said the tube The water pitcher at his bedside  was
and D

do not she said. “T'd call Montrose and they said  couldn’t have fallen out.” empty. There was mold growing in the
tﬂe telepho he definitely had to go the Bronx fo find On that visit, he was kept at the Bronx  suction tube behind his bed. There was

solicit money over ne. A
out what was causing the kidney failure.”.  for the weekend because there was no  no soaﬁein the dispenser at the sink in the
Stretch of Route 17 At Mrs. Nelson’s insistence, her father  transportation back to Montrose. - ward shared with four other men.
was sent to the Bronx on Friday of Martin April, a decision was made to trans- There was a dirt-encrusted spoon in_the
cl 'ng resch juled Luther King weekend. But nothing was fer to Castle Point, so he could be  drawer next.to his bed. And John Meyers

§
i
o
]
:

done to treat his condition, so she went treated in the medical unit there. seemed hungry. ’ '

SCOTCHTOWN — The state down on Sunday. He arrived without a discharge sum-  Mrs. Nelson went down-the hall to a
Department of Transportation has Doctors there said they didn’t have the mary detailing the medications he was refrigerator and brought back a container
rescheduled its project to remove the radiology staff to do the needed testing  Supposed to be on. Among them would  of Ensure, a high-protein drink. He drank
Sands Road overpass on Route 17. because it was a holiday weekend. A son-  have been listed his hormone medication, ily through the straw that his wife

The transportation department will ogram would have to wait until Tuesday. which controls his prostate cancer. eld to his lips. He asked for more, And
close the highway in both directions “I knew enough that if they waited until “His Castle Point doctor told me she  he drank a second container in a matter
starting at 6 am. May 20. The road Tuesday his kidney would blow,” she said. - wanted to do surgery to remove his testi- - of minutes. ) =
will be reopened at 9 am. May 21. “His pressure was unbelievably high, and  cles to control his prostate cancer,” said “He’s not eating,” said Mrs. Nelson. “I
Traffic will be detoured between Exit there was absolute;y_no urine output.” . Mrs. Nelson. “I said, ‘didn’t you read his  know he’s a difficult man, and he probably
118 and Exit 119. She said she badgered the resident on  chart? He’s on medication for that’ She tells the nurses to go away, that he’s not

duty until the right medical staff was told me she didn’t have time to read his “hungry. But it’s their job to make him eat.
Compiled from local reports ed in to treat her father. A sonogram  chart.” ‘He’s just ing away, and someéone
was done and a tube was inserted Two weeks later, Castle Point mista-- needs to take the time to help him.”

Senate approves cash for EMT training on TV

By MARC VIOLETTE ‘ better emergency health care in Orange County. .. sure they were paying attention.” :
Ottaway News Service “Video education makes sense and the technology - Walton said legislative approval was not necessary
ALBANY — The state Senate has approved money for there,” said Sen. Joseph Holland, R-New City, the bill’s “But our county health d ent didn’t have the-

a trial project in Orange County that would enhance sponsor. “But the bottom line is that the people of ]
training for local ambulance crews by allowing them to ger:ln e County will get better-trained EMTs and better m°"°7'£°hgeém¥ program off the ground so we went to

take specialized training by cable TV. care from them.” s
courses The project was develo Walton said the program would have other benefits
o relays T8 woin sende the packai s i B8 s apg o) talac BT man e Lo btk aps e Wkl b, upgrade their
Assembly where Jacob Gunther, R-Forestburgh, is ingly pressed to fit state-required training sessions into training, including: no classes canceled for bad wea&g
sponsormgthemeasure ) -+ their Eght schedules. SRt ""a consistency in training, which is lacking when the
The legislation approved authorizes $30,000 to operate “Most of our people have busy work lives and family ~are different instructors. g DT
the video program for one year, after which it responsibilities,” said Walton, Emergency Under the proposed program, video classes in such
will be evaluated. If it proves successful, the program  Megical Services Coordinator for Orange County. “And  topics as burn treatment, respiratory failure and frac-
could be used as a model for other mid-Hudson coun- many of them are limited by time and factors in  ture treatment would be offered on local cable a number
ties and eventually the entire state. T getting  additional training for eir state of times, enabling EMTSs to match the broadcast offer-
. Supporters of the plgect say it will simultaneously recertification.” ings with their own schedules. .
increase the skill level of volunteer emergency medical Walton said that video training sessions broadcast ~ “The TV curriculum will match the state criteria for

while making it easier for them to get the  gver Jocal access cable channels “would let them get the - - recertification,” said Walton. “And they won’t have to
training they need. ining they need right at home and the =30 ot o it enter o SIZHE 5 Wesk foF Wokky
| But the result, say proponents of the plan, will be  would bo followed b -tegtme 2pe o 1060 classes at a ime to go the Sdsses they mead - - e




STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
LANSING

JOHN ENGLER
GOVERNOR

June 11, 1997

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am delighted to support a request for an apppearance at the White House
by the Black History Touring Group of Jackson Public Schools, Jackson,
Michigan. This group's recent performance for the Michigan Legislature was
well received by lawmakers, who were actively involved in the performance and
who still talk about this unique presentation of black history and culture.

As the only one of its kind in Michigan, a group of students led by
advisor/teacher Shirley Pitts has interacted with audiences over the past several
years through songs, skits, poetry and dramatic readings. Black history and
culture have been brought alive in an educational and entertaining manner for
thousands of Michigan students. The group's performance would be an
inspiration for an audience at the White House. It is important to recognize and
promote the outstanding programs in our public schools, and I hope you will give
consideration to the Black History Touring Group's request for an invitation.

JE:mc

cc: Dr. Gregg G. Mowen, Superintendent
Jackson Public Schools
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
RADIO ADDRESS ON FREE TV AND CAMPAIGN REFQ
EAST ROOM Pv12:50
June 27, 1997

Good morning. Today I am speaking to you from the East Room of the White House, where
I am joined by hundreds of America’s brightest high school students. These Presidential
Scholars are here in our nation’s capital to learn how our democracy works. And we know we
can make it work much, much better. I want to talk to you about steps I am taking to open up the
airwaves so voters have the loudest voice in our democracy — and about Congress’ responsibility
to clean up the campaign finance system.

America’s democracy is the oldest and most successful in the world. But we know that
there is something deeply wrong with the way we pay for elections. Our campaign finance laws
were last rewritten 27 years ago. For a long time, those laws worked well. But they have been
overwhelmed by a flood of money. Spending in Congressional campaigns has risen six-fold in
the last two decades. That's over three times the rate of inflation. Now both political parties are
locked into an ever-escalating arms race, as they compete to raise more and more money. It takes
" too much time that should be spent on the public’s business. And it raises too many questions.

In my State-of-the-Union Address, I challenged the Congress to act to stem this rising tide
of campaign money, by passing comprehensive, bipartisan campaign finance reform by July 4 -
the date we celebrate the birth of our democracy. Unfortunately, Congress has made little
progress toward reform since that time, and it is clear that legislation will not pass — will not even
be voted on — by Independence Day.

We shouldn’t wait for Congress to act — and I’m not waiting. Within my power as
President, I have acted to advance the key elements of reform, and I will continue to do so.

First, I have petitioned the Federal Election Commission to ban so called "soft money"
contributions — the large contributions from corporations, labor unions and individuals that both
parties raise. The FEC will begin formal proceedings on my request next month.

Second, our Justice Department will fight in the courts to uphold efforts to limit campaign
spending. We know how a spending spiral can have dangerous consequences. But for two
decades, court cases have made it very hard to enact tough limits. Right now, strong spending
limits passed for local elections in Cincinnati and judicial elections across Ohio are being
challenged in the court. We believe spending limits are constitutional, and if we need to, we will
make that case to the highest court in the land.

And we are acting to address the greatest single reason for out of control costs: spending: on



TV. In 1972, candidates spent $25 million for political ads; in 1996, $400 million. We’re the
only major democracy that does it this way — and it doesn’t have to be this way. We can make
our most powerfully effective medium a powerful force for expanding democracy. Free TV time
can help free our democracy from the grip of big money. For years, I have supported giving
candidates free time. In fact, Vice President Gore proposed legislation to do that a decade ago.
Now we are working to make it happen.

In March I called on the Federal Communications Commission to require broadcasters to
give candidates free time as a condition of receiving a new, lucrative license for high-tech digital
TV. That’s the least we can ask of broadcasters, who are given access to the public airwaves at
no cost, with only the requirement that they meet a basic public obligation.

Today I am appointing two distinguished Americans to lead a commission that will help the
FCC decide precisely how free broadcast time can be given to candidates, as part of broadcasters
public interest obligation. Les Moonves [moon-vess] is the President of CBS Entertainment and
one of America’s most prominent and creative broadcasters. And Dr. Norman Ornstein, resident
scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, is one of America’s best known political scientists
and a renowned expert on campaign finance reform. Their commission will explore the details
of free time for candidates -- and other public interest obligations, such as children’s
broadcasting, which may need to be updated.

All of these steps are important. But they are no substitute for legislation. Congress must
act to pass comprehensive bipartisan legislation. Senators John McCain and Russell Feingold,
and Representatives Chris Shays and Marty Meehan, have strong legislation that would limit
spending, end soft money, ban foreign contributions, and give candidates free or reduced rate TV
time. I am pleased to report that Senators McCain and Feingold have announced they will bring
their bill to a vote later this summer. This will be a chance to see who’s for real on the issue of
reform. Needed change has been filibustered to death in every Congress for a decade. Now the
same people who filibustered reform before — whose obstruction gave us this system — have
vowed to do it again. Let’s not let them get away with it. When Senators McCain and Feingold
try to bring their bill up for a vote, I want every senator to realize that a vote for a filibuster is a
vote to continue undue special interest influence — soft money contributions — and out of control
spending.

When it comes to fixing our campaign finance system, let’s make this summer a time of
not of talk but of action . . . not of recriminations, but of results. We have a rare chance to
restore the trust and earn the participation of the American people. The way we pay for elections
is broken: it’s high time we fix it. I ask for your support. And thank you for listening.
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Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota

“Preparing young people for responsible citizenship in our global community.”

17 June 1997

The Honorable William J. Clinton
Hillary Rodham Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Clinton:

Congratulations to Chelsea on her recent graduation from Sidwell Friends. We feel privileged
to have played a part in her "growing-up" years, as she has become such a well-spoken young

woman. We hope that she will continue her language studies at Stanford and wish her the best
of luck as she goes west!

This letter comes to you for two reasons.

First of all, we invite both of you to accept the first international award of Concordia
Language Villages, The Global Citizen Award. .

. ———

The Global Citizen Award recognizes the achievements of those who exemplify the
characteristics of a responsible global citizen. The mission of Concordia Language Villages is
to prepare young people to achieve that end...to understand and appreciate cultural diversity,
to communicate with confidence and cultural sensitivity in more than one language, to think
creatively and critically about issues that transcend national boundaries, to express empathy for

our neighbors in the global village and to promote a worldview of peace, justice and
sustainability for all.

We respectfully request that you accept The Global Citizen Award. In addition, a corporate
donor will present a $25,000 contribution to our villager scholarship fund in your names.
Having the First Family of the United States accept this award will truly be an honor for all of

us at Concordia Language Villages and will, for all past, present and future villagers, validate
their goal of becoming responsible global citizens.

As your schedules permit, we will be happy t

award, should you choose to do so. We anxiously await word of your decision.

Secondly, we are pleased to announce that President Roman Herzog of the Federal Republic of
Germany has just recently agreed to become the official patron of the German Language
Village. With this gesture, he conveyed his appreciation for the outstanding effort that
Concordia Language Villages is making towards enhancing proficiency of German in this

CONCORDEN TANGUANGE VILLAGES, ¢ oncordia College, 201 8th S, Moorhead MN 56562
Administrative Office: Moorhead (218) 299-4544, (800) 247-1044 in Minnesola, (800) 222-4750 outside Minnesota
FAX: (218) 299-3807, E-mail: clvoffice@village.cord.edu, Web: http://www.cord.edu
Bemidiji Office: (218) 586-2214, FAX: (218) 586-3630

an equal opportunity employer



country, as well as knowledge about modern Germany and understanding and friendship across
the Atlantic. He is considering a trip to Waldsee at the end of July during his state visit.

We have enjoyed strong support from German Ambassador Juergen Chrobog, as well. This
spring he endorsed our program to the German corporate community in Washington, D.C.,
thereby enabling us to raise sufficient scholarship dollars to send 12 inner-city children from
the D.C. area to a two-week session at Waldsee this summer.

As always, we appreciate the connection that we have to you both and to Chelsea. We recall
fondly your many visits to Waldsee and sincerely hope that you will find your way to northern
Minnesota again. Language and laughter is ever present on the shores of Turtle River Lake.

Sincerely yours,
Uvidhne

Christine Schulze

Executive Director



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTORN

To: ,_-‘J( o

From: The Staff Secretary

Phe il & flusy <o &

We shodd 10spor ‘H‘h"\l" aLghW(d:; (&[
o, il i ol e

Elunt
i i %f i"r‘g?owlf_

(}M (} o 5"7 be L’u}
W% o be shole fam e otber X g?‘

?M"’ f



/

/ HURST LAW OFFICES
201 WOODBINE
HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 71901 FAX (501) 623-9391
" (501) 623-2565
& nuw-”;:?s:w.:: ! ,3.? JUN 13 PHS.-Sl
T CEAY JANSHE April 3, 1997

Mrs. Peggy Maruther

133 Circle Drive

Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901

Dear Peggy:

Naturally I am disappointed with the results of the effort to prevent the
destruction of my home at 100 Conway Terrace in Hot Springs. I am
certainly not disappointed in your efforts or the efforts of Congressman Jay
Dickey in trying to resolve this matter, but it appears to be bogged downin v
the beaurocratic regulations. '

As you know, the entire city is focused on efforts to improve the north
end of the city of Hot Springs and specifically the Park Avenue area. It is
crucial to that effort to maintain the quality of homes on Circle Drive,
Conway Terrace and the adjacent city streets. This is the only way that we
can really combat the rise in crime and immoral activity in this part of Hot
Springs.

[ would propose one more effort to try to obtain the return of this
property and would propose that I be allowed to reacquire the property by
payment of $150,000 to the National Park Service or the appropriate
governmental entity. As you know, I have spent thousands of dollars in
maintaining and improving this property during the past 18 years and major
maintenance is needed at the present time but I simply cannot justify
continuing these types of expenditures if the property is going to be simply
destroyed in the next couple of years.

I would be happy for you and/or Congressman Dickey to tour the
premises at any time and I am sure you could readily understand my dilemma
in this regard. I believe my offer would generate funds for the government

PO. BOX 1197, HOT SPRINGS, AR 71902-1197




and certainly there can be no gains by the government or the public from the v/
destruction of this home.

I truly appreciate all of your efforts and the assistance of Congressman
Dickey, and frankly 1 am amazed at your energy. Both of you should be
commended and I certainly will always remember this kindness.

s

QBH:dt

Way 13, /997

I am now the City Director for District 1, which includes your 'old"
neighborhood. My objective is to turn around the neglect and decline of
"our" neighborhood. I am working day and night in an effort to secure
the positive features which we have and convert the negative into a
positive. As you know Bob Hanson and the '"Clinton Connection'have worked
unselfishly to fix up your old home. I am working with code compliance
to help beautify the property across the street and to "rezone" Park
Avenue so as to discourage the drugs and prostitution that has bred in
our local motels on Park Avenue. Mr. Q. Byrum Hurst helped me secure my
office by agreeing to be my campaign manager and I won. During the last
election I won again and have , like you, four more years to complete my
job. I now need some help to save Q. Byrum's (Jr.) home. He has three
more years and its gone. His dad during a low point in his life agreed
to sell it to the National Park. Q. Byrum and Rita have raised their
family there and of course, you know that is the home in which he was
raised.He wants to buy it back. That one home remaining could not possibly
hurt any enviromental situation. His dad did not HAVE to sell and if he
didn't the home obvisously would not now be doomed.But it was a low point
in his life and he did. I am asking that you help Q. Byrum Jr.,our
neighborhood and therefore the City of Hot Springs by sparing this one
home and allowing the government to receive some monies from a'good
neighbor" who loves where he lives and brings history and stability back
at a time when we SO need it. Thanks for your consideration.Kumar & I
are praying for you and your family,they have been so unfair to you.

cerely,
i

Peggy Maruthur (501)624-1965

Dear President Clinton,
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