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,I By Warren M. Hem 

what they.are allowed to do. 
.~·Many families.that come to me for 
late-term abortions ..;,., after 24 to 26 

• 'BOULDER. Colo. weeks of pregnancy o~ later - want 

A.
atched the 'Senate de- the ,fetus to be ,.dellvered intacl ,I 
• bate on late-te_rm never make a guarantee; my first 
abortions this week, objective is to make the.procedure.as 
r was• struck by the safe as possible for the woman. But 
surreal quality of th~ having the fetus delivered intact ,Js 

. remarks: • The ora• safer at some stages of pregnaJ!CY 
tory from both sides had nothing to than performing an abortion with for-

' do with the anguish faced by my ceps and dismembering the fetus In 
, patients and their families, yet the the womb. And sometimes there are 

. results will profoundly affect 'their other reasons to keep the fetus intacL 
lives. ... A couple came to • me recently In 

Families sometimes ask me to do despair. The woman's fetus was miss-
things that might be Ulegal if the bill Ing both arms and most of one leg and 
the Senate passed on Wednesday or had other defo~ities lndlca~ that 

. . . if it were born alive at term 1t would 
\ ,, an~ like 1t· eve.r ~omes law. . . be severely lmpairec!," physically and 
_ The b I s sponsors say 1t would only mentally, and would likely never gain 

ban a procedure that abortion foes consciousness The woman and her 
caJ! "p~tal birth" ah?rtion, . In husband want~ the fetus to be deliv• 
which a livmg fetus Is partially deliv. ered lntacl I was able-to do so. • -. 
ered 8?d Its s~ull collapsed so It can •- After the abortion, my $taff and .I 

j be dehvered mtact. But the legisla- wrapped the fetus· Iii_ a ~ ·blanket 
tlon ls so v:1811e.ly worded that doc• and presented it to'the couple. It was 
tors have little idea of what would now their stillborn baby. "Ilte yro'1'ian' 
really be banned under it . gently and lovingly stroked Jt ~th her, 

.. ~ . , -~,·' .. , , ,,· ",.«..-.:-,-,,, .. , .... ,, It.ls true that the Senate does not • fingers.Sheweptallttle.Her1iiusband _ 
~ ~~ ~ '!.M~.,,t.:,~,~;:'~i';'h.:~ nave the votes to override a likely held his head 1n his hands and was • 

. Presidential veto . . But the foes of silent. After five or' 10 minutes, she 
abortion will keep sponsoring legisla- folded the blanket and covered her 
tion that keeps doctors guessing about baby, and I took It away. 

If the · bill to ban "partial birth" 
Warren M. Hern is the director of abortion were to become law, could I 

:Boulder Abortion Clinic. be prosecuted In a case like this? 

By Bruce McCall 
\\ '1 ~ ~ ;; ~-
be tw~nty-fourth of May 
'he Queen's birthday 

' th ___ ...... _ •• ..,c:iu, -r- . e 
Agreement and the expilrt of hockey 
to Arizona, of Celine Dion and'$hanla 
Twain _to. the top' of the.' B\llboard 
charts and of Hortons restaurants to 

A6solu~ty. Could I be convicted? I 
don't so, but I don't know. One 
reason ts • that the term "partial 
birth" abortion does not occur any­
where itn medical literature - the 
Senate'1ants· to ban a procedure that 
doctori'.don_ '.t think ex!~. • • 1 • 

One ~lght also think I would be 
safe ~use the fetus was already 

f ;JI 'K' _____ _ 

•tc. I could be 

1i;lrrested. Or 
-r·maybe not.-

dead when I delivered It.· But the 
legislation ts so_ vague that there is no 
way to find out except to see If the 
sherift'arrested me. If I were nervous 
abouif,e1ng arrested, I would be bet· 
ter off. not performing any late-term 
abortions at all. 

That, of course, ts the Intent of the 
bill: to keep doctors from performing 
any abortion. All the various Congres­
sional proposals to ban "partial birth" 
abortion have shared this unconstitu· 
tional vagueness. "This legislapon 
leaves doctors unable to determine 
whether the' medical care they are 

:· we don't get a holiday 
'

0 '11 all ru~ ,away. 
the American Midwest, there Is a 
vivid sense of ,swagger in theland of _1., 

• ihe butter tart. - ·•· ' 
Canadians are shrugging off that 

old Vtctqrian solemitlty and gotng·tor-

• -

' "Ustb. They are ready for a whole • 
,, n~ttonal holidays. Here 

tlons ,on h~w t? fill 
Canada could 
I, use a few~:: 

1ir1- ~~ 

providing ts a criminal act," says Jan- ' 
et Benshoof, president of the Center 
for Reproductive 1 Law . and Policy, 
"Moreover, it prohibits second-tri­
mester abortion'· In violation of the 
Supreme-Court's guaraittee that wom• 
en can make these -private ,choices • 
free of governmental Interference.''. 

But ~e part of th!! blll ts not va~: • 
It makes no distinction between sec;· 

• ond-trimester abort,lons, ,,and thqse l 
performed after the fetus Is v1ai,1e. _ 
"Partial birth", at?ortion_s would .~ v 
banned even when. the woman,'s 1 
health ts Jeopardized and whel) there ; 
is a serious fetal abnormality. ,;_: t 

The American Medical Assocta:~ E 
tion's support of the blll - after !he"' 
sponsors made a few "compromises''\i1, in language intended to better protect C 
doctors from criminal prosecution - ·• a 
was misguided and cynical, The bill, 
as amended, protects only doctors 
who are performing complicated 
term· deliveries; the A.M.A.'s sham 
protections would leave doctQrs who 
perform abortions vulnerable to pros• 
ecutlon. That's . why the Am~rican 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecol-
ogists stlll opposes It. . • • 

President Clinton ts right to object 
to this dangerous measure. And he 
would do well to be suspicious of all 
such attempts to limit late-term abor-
tion - even those "compromise" pro- b 
posals from legislators who claim to s1 
support abortion rights. D c 
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and at 10 P.M. sharp the Prime Min- b 
ister goes on national TV to eat an o 
entire meal without gravy, ketchup u 
or Worcestershire sauce. p 

Technoday: Canada's pretty .dam y 
proud of hernew-found'progress' In the · rr 
sclenc\lS. And Technoday on, April 1 
will advertise it with live demonstra-• tJ 
tions on the lawn :!)f the Par~ainent' Ir 
building In Ottawa. Eh-Matte .- 'It 11, 

automatically delivers a low-voltage p. 
jolt whenever the wearer is about to si 
say "eh" again. For those venturing 
south of the 49th parallel, the Canu- c. 
catcher sounds a shrill alarm when: b< 
ever Its wearer• ts about to,~ hood• k 
winked by an American merchant.· 

And perhaps most Inspiring of all, w 
long-<liscussed plans for Yank Day - di 
when•pedestrians could cross-against p< 
the red light at deserted Intersections, n, 
booing would be permitted at sporting r, 
events and kissing in public O.K.'d - ~ 
have been df'I/PPed., •;Soon enough," ! 
crows one typical Canuck, "it'll be the 
Yan''" 0 rml• ting us! Or at least we 
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Chief of Staff 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

MAY 2 2 1997 
'91 MAY 23 PM5:33 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE MCGUIRE 

Attached is a memorandum for the President, from Secretary 
Shalala, regarding using trigger locks to secure handguns thus 
preventing access to the firearm by anyone other than authorized 
personnel. 

o)~~ 
William V. Corr 

Attachment 
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, 0.(;. 20201 

MAY 2 2 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

'97 MAY 23PM5:34 

I appreciate and- fully support your memorandum of March 5, 1997, 
on the necessity of Federal agencies setting an example of using 
trigger locks to secure handguns. The_ two agencies in -the 
Department of Health and Human Services which permit their 
personnel to store weapons at a location other than a Government 
facility are the Office of Inspector General and the Office of 
Criminal Investigations at the Food and Drug Administration. 
They have taken steps to procure trigger locks, as outlined in 
your proposed legislation, to prevent access to the firearm by 
anyone other than authorized personnel. Please be assured that 
these devices, along with instructions for their proper use, will 
be distributed to all employees in these agencies who store 
Government-issued firearms in their residence, or any other 
location when they are not being carried. The Office of 
Inspector General represented the Department in a March 27, 1997 
conference call with Stephanie Sanford of the Office of Cabinet 
Affairs to discuss issues regarding proposed agency policies. 

Your leadership, and the example of all Federal agencies, should 
help make a great difference in the protection of all our 
citizens, especially our children. 

Donna E. Shalala 
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