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3/16/97
TO: PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON

FROM: KATHY KEMP, PRES., ASSIMILATE, INC. CLEVELAND, OHIO
216-961-3060; SAME--CALL FIRST; E-MAIL--KATHYKEMP@AOL.COM

RE:
Dear Bill,

HI! | guess my quotation, "It only takes 30 seconds to become
disabled!" has a whole new meaning for you! (I'm probably the
only person in the United States who is "gutsy" enough to say
that to the President!)

When | suggested the you and other officials try being "disabled"
for a day or a week, | didn't want you to take me LITERALLY!
However, you're knee injury will be a learning experience--it's
hard to be disabled!!! The White House is only partially
accessible; when | took the tour, | had to use the elevator near
the kitchen (it was interesting, however).

Fortunately, you'll be disabled for only a short time and you'll



be surrounded by your staff when you need assistance. | do NOT
have that option. Since the State only gives me $7.00 per hour
to pay people, it's almost impossible to find reliable personal
assistants.

Perhaps you will put a greater emphasis on personal assistance
services, now. [f the members of Congress were in a similar
situation, these services may be easier to pass into law.

| hope you'll feel better ASAP!

With Friendship,

Kathy Kemp, Presidential Delegate
to the White House Conference
on Small Business
Assimilate, Incorporated
3665 W. 48
Cleveland, Ohio 44102
(216)961-3060; FAX--Same--call first
E-Mail--KATHYKEMP@AOL.COM
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JIM DORSKIND:
President William J.Clinton
The White House Please coordinate
the reply.

Dear Bill:

The enclosed statement of partial-birth abortion by a
group of medical doctors is the most accurate I have found. They
say it is never medically indicated. They say that children
with the same conditions as those of the five women you
showcased when you vetoed the partial -birth abortion act, are
reqgularly treated by physicians across the country. Even when
their children suffer these and other serious conditions, never
is the partial-birth abortion medically indicated. Moreover they
say that partial-birth abortion can be dangerous and potentially
life-threatening to women.

I send you this statement hoping you will reconsider
your veto and reverse is when the opportunity offers itself.

With renewed thanks for your world wide peacemaking, I

Yo§r old friend,
Z‘ .
Richard T, Mgggéle ; Sele

am,




Physicians Ad Hoc Coalition
For Truth
Speak of Partial BirthAbortion

The Physiclans Ad Hoc Coalition for
Truth (PHACT) was formed because
we, a3 physicians, can no longer stand
by while abortion advocates, the
President of the United States, and
newspapers and television shows
continue to repeat false medical clalms
to members of Congress and to the
public about partial-birth abortion.

A partial-birth abortion is the
killing of an infant who has already
been almost completely delivered
vaginally outside of his or her
mother's body.

Congress, the public — bur most
importantly women—need to know .
that partial-birth abortion is never
medically indicated to protect a
mother's health or her future fertility.
On the contrary, this procedure —
which has never been evaluated in
mainstream, peer reviewed literature
~—can pose a significant chreat to
both her immediate health and future
fertilicy.

MEDICALLY INDICATED?

When he vetoed the Partial-Birth
Abortion Ban Act, President Clinton
showcased the stories of five women
who made the decision to have partial-
birth abortions because, he said,

“their own lives, thelr health, and In
some cases, their capacity to have
children in the future were in danger”
due to the conclitions thelr unbom
children suffered. The conditions
clted Included excessive cerebrospinal
fluid in the head (hydrocephalus),
inability to swallow leading to an
excess of amnlotic fluld collecting In
the mother's womb (polyhydramnios),
and genetic abriormalities character-

Ized by an extra chromosome (trisomy).

We, and mary other doctors across
the United States, regularly treat
women whose unbomn children suffer
these and other serious conditions.
Never is the pastial-birth procedure
medically indicated. Rather, such
Infants are regularly and safely deliv-
ered live, vaginally, with no threat to
the mother's health or fertlity. Some-

Physlclans' Ad Hoc Coalition for Truth

1158 South Yuhingon Sirest, Suie 190, enandeia, W 22314, (705603 9004

times, as with hydrocephalus, it is first
necessary to drain some of the fluid
from the baby's head. And in some
cases, a cesarean section (s indicated.
In no case ls it medically necessary to
partly deliver the child vaginally, and
then terminate his or her life before
completing the delivery.

MEDICALLY DANGEROUS.
In fact, partial-birth abortions can be
dangerous and potentially life threat-
ening to women. Forcibly dilating the
cervix over several days risks creating
an “incompetent cervix,” a leading
cause of future premature deliverles.
It is alsb an irivitation to Infection, a
major cause of subsequent infertility.
Reaching into the womb to pull a child
feet first out of the mother (intemal
podalic version) could risk tearing the
uterus. Forcing scissors through the
base of the skull is a partially “blind"

 procedure, done by feel, risking direct

scissot injury to the uterus, and lacera-
tlon of the cervix or lower utering seg-
ment, resulting in immediate and mas-
sive bleeding, threatening shock or
even death of the mother.

Now you know the facts.

We urge Congress to overtum |
President Clinton's veto of H.R. 1833..

& Gy Dol of Oosteerics &
WMO&{W Gyrecology, ML Sinal Medical
Wright State Unhersity Canter, Chicago, 1L
Chalrman, Dept. of Ob/Gyn Member, Association of

Villey Hospltsl, OH Professons of Ob/Gyn

James Jones, MO,
Professor/Chak, Ob/Gyn Matemal Fetal Maedicne
New York Medical Colege Butterworth Hospital

Curtie R Cook, M.D,

Chailr, Ob/Gyn Michigan State Colege of
5L Vincent's Hosoltal & Human Medicine
Madicsl Canter, NYC




. JIM DORSKIND:
CHRISTOPHER REEVE

Please coordinate

TOU DOROKAWD FOR
March 20, 1997 REPLY ?
President Clinton e = ;
The White House - —
Washington, D.C. 20502 B

Dear Mr. Clinton,

I was sorry to hear about your unfortunate accident but glad to know you will make a full
recovery and that your activities won’t be limited in the future. The sight of you in a

wheelchair was very moving but also a helpful image for all Americans particularly the
disabled.

At the risk of becoming a pest, I'm taking this opportunity to ask your support for
legislation introduced last week by Senators Specter and Harkin which would require
insurance companies to donate 1 penny out of every dollar they receive in premiums to
the NIH. It is estimated that this would provide an additional $6 billion dollars annually
for research.

I feel it is an excellent proposal because it does not raise taxes, the insurance companies
can afford it and they ultimately receive the additional benefit of having to pay for fewer
claims. And as I am sure you're aware, recent studies have shown the cost effectiveness
of research, is of course a crucial factor in the balanced budget debate. As America ages,
the attendant health problems will not go away unless we give our best researchers the
funds they need to stay ahead of a developing crisis.

Thank you ag'ain for all the helpful comments you have made so far about research since
the convention last year. Now is the time for all of us to push into high gear.

With best wishes for a speedy recovery,
Sincerely,
Christopher Reeve

signed by Michael Manganiello
Special Assistant to Christopher Reeve

CR/sh

BEDFORD, NEW YORK 10506
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UNITED NATIONS:

the Heart-Home
of the World-Budy

We believe and we
hold thal each man has
the potentiality of reach-
ing the Ultimate Truth,
We also belleve that man
cannot and will not re-
main imperfect forever.
Each man ls an instru-
ment of God. When the
hour strikes, each Indl-
vidual soul listens to the
inner dictales of Ged.
When man listens to
God, his Imperfections
are turned Into perfec:
tlona, his ignorance into
knowledge, his searching
mind Into revealing light
and his uncertaln reality
into sll-fulfilling Divinity.

* %

SRI CHINMOY: THE PEACE MEDITATION AT THE UNITED NATIONS
85-45 149-Sri Chinmoy Street * Jamaica, New York 11435

March 18,1997

The Honourable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President, -

On my return from Germany, I was shocked to learn
that you have undergone knee surgery. 1 am praying to God
for your quickest recovery. I heard that the doctors want
you to take rest for six months, but 1 pray to God that
very soon you will be able to run again.

Prayerfully yours
in the Supreme,

CHANDINI MARGARET BACHMAN "g - ¢

2869 28th § W, # B v )
W“hlnnon.tor?;o‘:os-tugg 7-7 g )be (1 /ﬂ,
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- ‘}I. ~ sl J'-.I, f 1 hi

Gy (M o Sri Chinmoy
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JIM DORSKIND:

Sri Chirtmoy: The Peace Medltation ar the United Natlons Is an asscciation of Please coordinate
Uniled Nations delegalos, staff. NGO representatives and accredited press the repl

correapandents holding fwice-uxekly peace meditations and other progrmimes By
al United Nations Headquarkers.




THE WHITE HOUSE
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET

INCOMING ] i
DATE RECEIVED: MARCH 19, 1997 P
, 335 T 1
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE GEORGE BUSH o DA R P,
SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO ENSURE THAT THE FDR Q;:p\g4,7
MEMORIAL INCLUDE A STATUE OF PRESIDENT ;
ROOSEVELT IN A WHEELCHAIR 4y<s
NO - ————
ACTION L
ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
NANCY HERNREICH ORG 97/03/19 1. 14 e
REFERRAL NOTE: JIM DORSKIND:
___ Y
REFERRAL NOTE: please coordinate
/__I _the reply.
REFERRAL NOTE: :
A
REFERRAL NOTE:
A S -
REFERRAL NOTE:
COMMENTS: ATTACHED CARD FROM THE HON. GEORGE BUSH
DATED MAR 6 97 RE SAME
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: "MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES:
MI MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C)

***********************************************************************

*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION . *QUTGOING *
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: *
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS *
*C-COMMENT /RECOM *B~NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * ; OF SIGNER *
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A T S
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF * ;
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* H o W - OUTGOING * ;
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * ' : * R * )
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * ; * * *
*X-INTERIM REPLY . * *
***********************************************************************

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE -
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590 .
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING |

* LETTER AT ALL.TIMES AND SEND 'COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS e
MANAGEMENT. @i+ _ 3 : e e

s e

ok el a2 A
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GEORGE BUSH

March 6, 1997

Dear Mr. President,

As you may know, the National Organization on Disability has been
leading the national effort to ensure that the FDR Memorial include a
statue of President Roosevelt in a wheelchair.

As Honorary Chairman of N.O.D., I write you to ask that you give
thoughtful consideration to joining this effort.

Entreaties to the FDR Commission have thus far been unsuccessful.
This is unacceptable. The passion of the disability community is aroused
and they held their first demonstration at the Memorial site last month.

The time has come to listen to the entreaties of America’s 49 million
disabled citizens who form a nucleus of the 73 percent of the American
public, as polled by Lou Harris, who feel FDR should be depicted in his
wheelchair. Franklin Roosevelt should be portrayed as he was — a man
coping with an enormous physical disability and doing it with admirable
fortitude. He was an inspiration, not a disgrace, to the American people.

I urge you, as I do the Commission members via copies of this letter, to
announce that the FDR Memorial will include a statue of FDR in his
wheelchair.

Sincerely,

é“ /3 A
The President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

QQ
P.O. BOX 79798 - HOUSTON, TEXAS 77279-9798 MAR | T 1997
PHONE (713) 686-1188 - FAX(713) 683-080I
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pal PRESIDEMT HES SEEN

2.24-47
2-a8 8 Ak
_\K_. DDV"QK\ (\Cj ‘GC: o
Office of the Ambassador 5 :
n Unitad States Embassy to Austria R\ /
Boltzmanngasse 16, A-1091 Vienna, Austria )
Tel: (43-1) 31339 2414 Fax: (631) 3177828 < S
10
TELEFAX N
DATEN March 12, 1997
TO: T president JIM DORSKIND:
FROM: Ambapsador Swanee Hunt please coordinate
the reply.

' [\-‘ NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER GIVE UP.
WINSTON CUHRECHILL

10°d STO"JIN ¥C:61 26.23W C1 % 14l
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1440 NEW YORK AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
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The Langley School March M 1997
Bron Puecdnt C&MLUJ

Zdlw.wc. defw,jw, '57(4,4674—/
and me»@mduj%m wanTzA

1411 Balls Hill Road, McLean, Virginia 22101-3499  (703) 356-1920  FAX (703) 790-9712
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@The Qathedral School

1616 Spring Street _501-375-7997  Little Rock, Arkansas 72206

2o -9 4
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| March 14, 1997
N O "

—_—

Dear President Clinton,

My first graders spent the month of February learning about “Special

JIM DORSKIND:

Please coordinate
the reply.

Americans”.We read about former presidents and what the job of being the president
might be like. We also learned about the White House. We are proud that a former
governor of our state is such a Special American. We think you are doing a great job.

The grandmother of one of my students is Margaret Whillock and she has kindly

offered to deliver our messages to you. | hope you enjoy reading them.

Sincerely,

Jhtar Maywell.

Teresa Maxwell
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SQQ \(; T FRESIDENT HAS SEEN
\Qs Brian'Greenspun sends copy of his column contending that the Lincoln Bedroom uproar ‘

is "much ado about nothing."

S

((%:?work to be done in Washington, and this is an expensive waste of time.
THE PRESIDEMT HAS SEEN
2-24-97

MHM
AR —

P (serin

.o

The White House is the President’s home for four years
at a time, and it is his right to choose who can visit and who can sleep there. There is

_.

Lincoln Bedroom

HONEST ABE would have done more.

“.In the latest “much ado about nothing contro-
versy” that the American people have allowed to
consume the time and
energy of official
Washington, the focus is
on the Lincoln Bedroom
in the White House and
who stayed there and for
how much.

As if we haven’t had

| i L SR R R R R IR R )

enough of the Democrats
and Republicans trying to out-investigate each
other, this latest flap about the potential abuse of

e S TR R T sl S L e

P i e i it i o

+— WHERE | STAND

the White House bedrooms in search of campaign

" cash may take the cake.

First, a caveat. If the Chinese government had
some grand or not-so-grand scheme to subvert our
government through certain operatives who got
close to the Clinton White House, then we need to
find out what, if anything, happened.

But if the issue revolves around what friend of
the president stayed at the White House and how
much he or she may have contributed to the re-
election effort, then I submit the hounds are bark-
ing up the wrong tree. If, indeed, the polmmarm
are intent on wasting more of our mone
remember, they have spent more than $50 m:l]:on

uproar much ado about nothing

on Whitewater already and, much to the chagrin
of Rush Limbaugh and the conspiracy buffs, Vince
Foster really committed suicide — then trying to
find harm done by inviting friends, relatives and
supporters to sleep in the Lincoln Bedroom will be
a giant disappointment.

Before I go too far, let me admit that I was one
of the very fortunate few Americans who have
been able to spend a night or two at the White
House. When my wife and I were invited by the

resident early in his first term to stay at his
ouse, we were thrilled beyond description. The

SEE WHERE, 4D



B Where

CONTINUED FROM 1D

opportunity to visit, let alone sleep over
at the White House, was an honor and
privilege few could ever hope to achieve.
So, there you have it. I am biased.
I said that we were invited to stay at
the president’s house because that is
- exactly what the White House is for four
. years at a time. The people elect a presi-
' dent and give to him that beautiful home
for him and his family for the length of
his term. It is his right to choose who can
- visit and who can sleep there. No one
- else’s.
© I've tried to figure out what the big
~ deal is that the president chose to invite
- those people who were his friends and

. supporters but, alas, I am at a loss. I sup-

. pose those who want us to believe _
President Clinton did something wrong
would have us believe that he would have
been better off to invite his enemies or
those who supported his opponent’s elec-

' tion to stay at his house. Like many other
things that happen inside the Beltway,

“that would make no sense at all.

. With so much talk about the Lincoln

. Bedroom, I started thinking about how

‘ other presidents might have acted. I

* must admit that the thought wasn’t origi-
nal. I have received more than a few calls

- from friends, Republicans and

. Democrats, expressing surprise and a
healthy amount of cynicism at those
who'd like us to believe that this stuff

- never happened before. “Who are they

. kidding?” was the most common reaction.

Since his name has been bandied
about so much, I concentrated on

President Abraham Lincoln and ques-
tioned whether he would have approved
of future presidents using the room bear-
ing his name to thank or reward their
friends and benefactors. I came to the
immediate and inescapable conclusion
that Honest Abe not only would have
approved of what Bill Clinton did but he
would have encouraged it. :

There was perhaps no darker time in
our nation’s history than the Civil War
and no more lonely a period for an incum-
bent president than those fateful years
when the president’s decision to turn
North against South and brother against
brother cast a giant cloud over the states
in our Union. If ever a president needed
friends he could lean on and supporters
he could count upon, it was Abraham
Lincoln.

. To deny the fellowship and good coun-
gel of friends is to further remove the
president from the people he has been

elected to serve. To deny him the opEo -
0

tunity to be surrounded by people w
might tell him a different kind of truth
than that which would be conveyed by
those who work for him is to further iso--
late the man we expect to stay in touch.
President Lincoln would have been the
first to understand the need for social
contact with friends, especially those who
were financial and moral supporters.
What those who want to make a big
deal about the White House guest list
hope to achieve is not yet clear other
than to further cloud the political skies
inside the Beltway. I believe, though,
that the mere fact that friends and sup-

‘gorters were invited to sleep beneath the
1

0,000 headboard that Mary Lincoln

purchased — much to the outrage of
those who paid attention in those days —
will amount to little more than another
expensive waste of time.

There is real work to be done in
Washington. Balancing the budget is one
piece of business that has to be accom-
plished. Saving Medicare is another wor-
thy goal, as is making sure that Social
Security is solvent when those of us in
the baby boom generation come a calling.
There is not that much time left to con-
tinue the constant distractions that polit-
ically motivated hearings and calls for
special counsel tend to promote.

It is enough to admit that the money

needed to fuel national political cam-

paigns is obscene and that the people
charged with the responsibility to fix
those things should spend the time need-
ed to do just that rather than the politi-
cal games-playing that gets back-slaps in
the cloakroom but achieves little else.

President Lincoln never slept in the
bedroom that carries his name. But a lot
of good and patriotic Americans have.
And they have done so at the invitation
of every president who called the White
House home. President Clinton’s friends
have been equally honored over the past
four years. ;

If Honest Abe were around today, he
would tell his fellow Republicans to pay
attention to the business at hand and
mind that they stay out of the president’s
affairs. He would tell them even more
than that, but a family newspaper is not
the place in which to print such advice.

BRIAN GREENSPUN is editor of the Las
Vegas SUN.
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March 22, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR}NI)ENT

FROM: TODD STERNWA -®4
HELEN HOWELL

SUBJECT: FDR Memorial

The attached Echaveste/Higgins memo recommends that you (a) accept the FDR Memorial
Commission’s invitation to speak at the dedication ceremony on May 2, but (b) first speak out on
the controversy over whether FDR’s disability should be depicted in the Memorial.

Background. As presently planned, the Memorial depicts FDR in two sculptures, which have
already been designed and constructed -- one showing him in the rear seat of an open car waving,
and the other, a 10-foot bronze statue of him seated with a cape concealing his wheelchair.

The Roosevelt grandchildren are split on whether FDR should be portrayed in his wheelchair.
Senator Inouye, who co-chairs the Commission and is a disabled WWII veteran, strongly opposes
depicting FDR in a wheelchair. So does Charles Krauthammer, who suggests, instead, that
FDR’s wheelchair be displayed. The Commission, incidentally, is arranging for a replica of
FDR’s wheelchair to be displayed, along with two photographs of him in his wheelchair and
handout literature that discusses FDR’s disability. On the other side, the disability community
strongly believes FDR’s disability should be depicted and is planning a protest at the ceremony.
Many opinion leaders, including Presidents Bush and Ford, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Hugh Sidey,
George Will and Maureen Dowd support depicting FDR’s disability.

Last May you stated in a speech your hope that “[T]hey’ll find a way to make sure that the
American people know that this great, great President was great with his disability.”

__ Option 1: Call for a delay in opening the FDR Memorial until an additional sculpture of FDR
in his wheelchair is included. This option would delay the opening of the Memorial by at least a
year. Supported by disability community; opposed by Inouye and by FDR’s grandchildren.

\/_ Option 2: Proceed with May 2 ceremony but call on Commission to design and incorporate an
additional wall mounted sculpture of FDR in his wheelchair by a specific date. All the Roosevelt
grandchildren except one would support this option as do Maria, Kitty, Erskine, Sylvia, John
Hilley and Carol Rasco.

__ Option 3: Let Commission proceed without further intervention.
It would be helpful if you could make a decision on this by Monday. The FDR Memorial

Commission has been quite persistent about your attendance of the May 2 event, and Stephanie
would like to give them an answer as soon as possible.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 12, 1997

DECISION MEMORANDUM

TO: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MARIA ECHAVES
KATHRYN HIGGINS

SUBJECT: THE FDR MEMORIAL CONTROVERSY

ISSUE FOR DECISION

Whether you should speak out on the FDR Memorial controversy and recommend to the FDR
Commission that another sculpture be commissioned depicting FDR in his wheelchair.

BACKGROUND

The FDR Memorial Commission, on which you serve as Honorary Chair, is responsible for
overseeing the design of the FDR Memorial. The Memorial was first authorized by Congress in
1955, and has been subject to numerous delays. For the past two years, the Commission has
been criticized because the FDR Memorial does not depict him as a man with a disability.

The seven acre Memorial site on the Tidal Basin includes four sections portraying each of
FDR’s terms. The President is depicted in two sculptures at the Memorial, both which have been
already designed and constructed. The first is a wall mounted sculpture that shows FDR in the
rear seat of an open car waving with his tophat to the crowd. The second is a ten foot high
bronze statue of FDR seated with a cape concealing his wheelchair (Tab B).

The Commission, chaired by Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) and former Senator Mark Hatfield
(R-OR), has invited you to speak at the FDR Memorial dedication ceremony on May 2, 1997.
The disability community, which is dismayed that the sculptures at the Memorial fail to depict
FDR in his wheelchair, is planning a protest at the ceremony.

The Roosevelt grandchildren are split on whether FDR should be openly portrayed in his
wheelchair. Curtis Roosevelt, in a letter to the Commission said, “Let me say quite emphatically
that FDR would have been very disturbed. He was a very private person and went to great
lengths to avoid any discussion or comment on any illness that might be plaguing him.” But
Anne Roosevelt, on behalf of herself and seven other grandchildren wrote, "Were he alive today,



we are convinced that he would wish to have the people of this country and the world understand
his disability. He would be comfortable, possibly eager, in light of current increased
understanding of disability issues, to share awareness of his and others types of disabilities with
others...While we wish no delay in the construction of the proposed Memorial, we urge adequate
inclusion of all facets of the man as he was, not as some think he ought to have been."

Senator Inouye, a disabled veteran from WWII, member of the Commission for the past 25 years,
and current Chair of the Commission, has strongly opposed including a statue of FDR in a
wheelchair. He stated, "I for one would not want to redo history. FDR was Commander-in-
Chief of the greatest fighting force in the world and he wanted to be viewed as a strong leader. I
would hate to see the man exploited after he was dead." But national opinion leaders, including
President Bush, President Ford, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Hugh Sidey, George Will, and Maureen
Dowd have voiced strong support for including FDR's disability in the Memorial. A Harris poll
indicates that 73% of Americans said the Memorial should include "visible recognition of FDR's
disability."

Last spring, you wrote a note to Carol Rasco on the subject that stated, "I agree...FDR was for
continuous forward movement. In today's world, I think he would insist on being shown in his
wheelchair." In May 1996, you spoke out publicly on this issue in a speech to the President’s
Committee on Employment For People With Disabilities by stating, “I hope with Christopher
Reeve that as the Roosevelt Memorial becomes a reality, with your efforts to remove the stigma
of disability, they’ll find a way to make sure that the American people know that this great, great
President was great with his disability.”

The Commission, which designed the Memorial to be accessible, has taken several actions to
address the controversy including:

0 Arranged for a replica of FDR’s wheelchair to be displayed at the Memorial. (Some in
the disability community believe an empty wheelchair is even more offensive because it
separates FDR from his disability.)

0 Arranged for two photographs of FDR in his wheelchair to be displayed at the Memorial.
) Included discussion of FDR’s disability in the National Park Service handout literature.

If you choose to make a public statement on this subject, we would first need to consult with the
Roosevelt Family and Senator Inouye. At this time, there appears to be three available options:

Option #1:  Call for a delay in the opening of the FDR Memorial until an additional sculpture
of FDR in his wheelchair is included.

Pros: Strong support from the disability community.

Cons: Again delay the opening of the Memorial by at least a year.
Strongly opposed by Senator Inouye.
The resulting delay would be opposed by FDR’s grandchildren.



Option #2:

Option #3:

Proceed with the Memorial Dedication Ceremony on May 2, but call upon the
FDR Commission to design and incorporate into the Memorial an additional wall
mounted sculpture of FDR in his wheelchair by a specific date.

Pros: Support from the disability community.
Support from all Roosevelt grandchildren except Curtis.
Support from most syndicated columnists.
Cons: Opposed by Senator Inouye.
Criticism by some of adhering to political correctness too rigidly.

Let the Commission proceed without further intervention.
Pros: Support by Senator Inouye.

Cons: Disability protest at the Dedication Ceremony.
History.

RECOMMENDATION

Option #2: Participate in the FDR Memorial Dedication Ceremony on May 2, but call upon the
FDR Commission to design and incorporate into the Memorial an additional wall mounted
sculpture of FDR in his wheelchair by a specific date.

APPROVE:

DISAPPROVE:

If approved, we would recommend the following action:

Legislative Affairs:  Consult with Senator Inouye’s staff and organize a meeting with

the President and key Congressional leaders.

Cabinet Affairs: Consult with Interior and National Park Service to determine

time required to commission an additional sculpture.

Public Liaison: Consult with Roosevelt family and determine venue and timing

Attachments:

for Presidential statement prior to May 2 Dedication Ceremony.

Tab A: Members of the FDR Memorial Commission

Tab B: Picture of the main FDR statue at the Memorial

Tab C: “FDR as He Was,” Sen. Inouye Op Ed, Washington Posts 7/2/96

Tab D: “Truth in Memory,” Hugh Sidey, Time Magazine 5/23/96

Tab E: “Don’t Hide His Source of Strength,” George Will, Washington Post 5/96
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Charles Krauthammer

FDR in a Wheelchair? No.

Should the Franklin Roosevelt memorial
now going up near the Mall in Washington
ahowRooaenhnawhukhm?Thememoml

think not. There will be three repre-
sentations of FDR in stone, none acknowledg-
ing his disability.

This has aroused the protest of many, from
disability activists to Roosevelt grandchildren
to ordinary pundits. To airbrush out this cen-
tral reality in FDR's life, they charge, is a his-
torical travesty.

The weakness of the critics’ case lies in its
central premise: that FDR would have wanted
himself portrayed in a wheelchair, Yes, they
admit, he did not permit himself to be photo-
graphed in a wheeichair. Yes, he relentiessly,
obsessively hid his condition from the Ameri-
can people (and in the age of radio could get
away with it). Yes, on occasion he even lied
about it, a8 when he told an interviewer: “As a
matter of fact, I don't use a wheelchair at all
mptahtdekncbenchmmwbeelstoget
about my room while

But, claim the critics, FDR did all this for
political reasons. Given the prejudices of the
age, he needed to conceal his paralysis. The
American peopie would never have chosen a
disabled man to lead them. Now, however, in
this more enlightened age, he wouid have been
pleased, even proud, to be portrayed with his .

lthlmarsmt.lth:lnmlt
posits that if FDR had not run for the presi-
dency but had remained a lawyer or taken
some nonelective palitical position requiring
Do pandering to voters, he would have bad no
quaims about cruising through society in a
wheelchair

This is just plain wrong. FDR's extraordi-
nary, artful contrivances were designed to
hide his disability not just from voters but from
everyone. He concegled his paralysis not just
for reasons of politics but for reasons of pride.
HehndaliedﬁumdmL'FDRnfuaedm

acimowiedge unpleasant facts,” writes Hugh
Gdhg!mmhnmpubbook‘FDRaSplend:d

,d.'.-f

Deception.” “They were simply avoided, dis-
missed, or denied. They were certainly not
discussed either in public or private.”

Or private. Not once, for example, did he
ever even discuss his paralysis with the person
closest to him in his life, his mother. In fact,
upon her first visit to him after he was stricken
with polio, FDR conspired to put on what hiog-
rapher Bernard Asbell called “a major act of
cheer, nonchalance,” greeting her with: “Well,
I'm glad you are back, Mummy, and I got up
this party for you.” .

When a man has more than 35,000 pictures
taken of him, of which exactly two—twol—
show him in a wheelchair, you don't need to be

“He lived a life of fierce
denial.”

a psychiatrist to figure that something more
than political calculation is at work here. And
it was not just the White House photographers
who, in Jeague with him, would police their
own by “accidentaily” knocking to the ground a
camera that had captured FDR wheelchair-
bound. Gallagher notes that whenever FDR
himself would spot someone taking such a pic-
ture, he would direct the Secret Service to the
offender, and they would expose the film.

It is absurd to claim that FDR would have
wanted to be memorialized in stone in a man-
ner that in real life he would not even allow to
be depicted in a photograph. That is why at
the unveiling in London of a statue showing
FDR standing, Eleanor Rooseveit noted how
pleased she thought her husband would be to
see himself so portrayed.

Nonetheless, monuments are not built just to
make a person jook the way he would have liked.
They have other purposes. Such as, for exampie,
raising consciousness about disability by showing
that the greatest president of this century was in

fact seriously disabled. This is a worthy purpose,
not easily dismissed. Does it justify violating the
seif-image, the pride, the intentions of the man
whom we are ostensihly honoring?

How to weigh the wishes against the facts?
First, acknowledge the facts. In some part of ;
this muiti-chambered memorial, FDR's wheel-
chair and braces ought to be displayed. The
exhibit should say: Here is what he had to con-
tend with, here is what he overcame, here is
what he tried to make sure the world would
never see. (Explain that the black paint at the
bottom of the braces was to make them disap-
pear against his black socks and pants.)

Second, scrap the bas-relief depicting him
standing alone. He could not stand unaided.
The bas-relief is based upon one of the many
pictures of FDR holding the arm of his son
with one hand and a cane with the other, ex-
cept that son and cane have been brushed out
of existence, like Trotsky out of Stalin’s por- -
traits of the Russian revolutionaries. FDR
shnuldbeahownnmthcphom.smdmgm
his wonderfully deceptive, subtly ambiguous
way: You don’t know that he is clutching his
son's arm as fiercely as he really is, and you
don't know whether the cane is anything more
than just another of his trademark props, like
the cape and the cigarette holder.

Finally, no statue of him sitting in a wheel-
chair. The fact is (Gallagher again) that FDR
spent very little time in his wheelchair, He
used it mostly to get from one place to anoth-
er, then would transfer—into the back seat of
his touring car or the front seat of the Ford he
loved to drive or the regular chairs he used in
the Oval Office or at the dinner table. Show
him sitting in one of thasechairs. Thit is
where he spent most of his life.

FDR defined himseif in many ways—Ileader,
father, warnior, reformer, scourge of the power-
ful, friend of the afflicted. Friend of the afflicted.
not one of the afflicted. You do not memoarialize
a man by imposing on him an identity that he
hmﬁnmmmumn!nﬂ.
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The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Daniel K. Inouye

FDR as
He Was

It & dme to identify,. then set aside the
misinformation swirling about the Franklin
Delano Rocseveit Memarial, so the truth of
e matter can be tald. The FDR Memorml
Commission has never saught to hide. ignore,
bury or conceal the facis of President Raose-
velt's disability.

The FDR Memarial forthrightly recognizes
FDR's toummph over pelia in many ways:
Following 2 direetive from the commission's
cachsirmesn, an setive investigation is under

_ﬂu.o_ﬁnd_w_{_ud one of FDR's
) obtained {ar display
be

5
entry building photegraphs of FDR,
including one of the twa known photegraphs of
him in 2 wheelchair. These photographs will
be available on posteards at the memorial shop
along wAth 3 variety of histerical materials
about the life and times of FDR

[a the memonial 3 time [ine of the major
events of FDR's lfe. carved in granite, wil
state, "1921 stricken with poliemyelitis—he
never 2gain walked unaided ® In addition, free
National Park Service handout literature for
visitors wAll include 3 discussion of tha pres:-
dent’s disability.

In compliance with the spirit and the letter
of the Amencns with Disabilities Act, the
FDR Memerial was desigred, from the begin-
riing. with the disabled in mind. This is the
first memerizl in Washingten purposzly de-
signed to bs totally wheelchair accessible,
with many areas {or rest and contemplation.
Also, 2 major bas-relref saiprure titled “Social
Programs” includes S4 detailed images. esch
with braille for the sight-impaired.

The commission was estahlished by Con-
gress in 1955 to plan, design and construct 3
national memorial to President Roosavalt. Af-
ter much deliberation, the commission chese a
theme that would celebrate the man and
embody his tmes. The memenal will ba 2
historical narratve ' of President Rossevelt's
service Lo the people of the United Suates by
‘depicuing the issues and cvents dunmng the
stark days of the Great Depression and the
powerfl drama of Werld War (],

There is ne sculpture of FDR standing

remldad am ssss =ad ia Fhaclar Cennirham.

Taking Exception

e

mer's piece ["FDR in a2 Wheelchair? No.”
aped, June 14]. Any such presencation weuld
h:hl::stoti:zur maccurate, therefare. inaccept-
4Qie.

Of the 10 sculptures in the memenial, three
depict the public persens of FDR as president,
commander in chief and world leader. These
FDR sculprures were inspired by resl-life
sitmtions, and they shaw the president as he
actually appeared at the time. seated. without
a wheelchair or crutches present. This is, of
course, the way FDR deliberately and pains-
akingly presented himseif ta the public.

We know frem FDR's two eldest grandchy-
€ren, Eleanor Roosevelr Seagraves and Curtis
Roosevelt, both of whom lived: for several
years in the Roasavelt White House, that FDR
Was an jatensely private persan who consid-
erod his disability 3 very private manter, They
both casfirm the historical accuracy of the
memonal's porteayal of their grandfather. An-
other grandson of Franklin and Eleancr, David
B. Roasevelt, has been ap active member ot
the commission sinee 1992,

In regard to the idea of including a sculpture
of President Rootavelt in 2 wheelehair in the
memorial. Curtis Roosevelt wrote to the com-
missjon: "Let me s3y qute emphatically thit
FDR would have been very disturbed. He was
a very pnvate person and \wenl to greal
lengths to avaid any discussion or comument on
any ilaess that might e plaguing him.”

I'have served on the FDR Memorial Com-
mission for 25 years, | now have the distinct
privilege of co<hiiring the commission wAth
my friend and colleague, Mark Hatfield. This
memorial to one of :America’s greatest presi-
dents should Nave been built Jong ago. The
delay is truly an embarrassment to thase of us

. Whao continue to build upon President Roose-

velt’s policies for 3 more abundant life for all
Amenans. .

Ar 3 press conference on Nov. 18, 1938.
President Roosevelt was asked about 2 cen-
troversy concerning the construction of the
lefferson M=morial. He saia there was a lot of
Ylim-famming that this dear old cpita! of
ours has been subjected to,” but “the facts are
very simple.” He went en (o say that after
years of discussion about all aspects of the
Jeffeesan Memanial, “the constituted legal au-
thorities decided on a design aad that design is
being buile.” So it is with the FDR Memonal,

Construction of the FOR Memorial is on
schedule. and compietion is expected in Lhe
spring of 1997,

- ‘- . - - . F e
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minutes a week for four weeks on [nside
Politics. And Fox's Rupert Murdoch last
vear opened the bidding with an hour of
orime time on election eve.

Oddly enough, the proposals all come
just as events overtake the imperatve.
Thanks to the Intemet, talk radio, c-spaN
and cable talk shows, voters this year have
more direct access to candidates than ever
before. The very day that ABC announced its
offer of an hour in prime time, Bill Clinton
was live on cNBC discussing Senate gndlock
over the minimum wage. Then, minutes lat-
er, C-SPAN—the All Dole All the Time net-
work when the Senate ts in session —showed
the majority leader rebutting the President.
[nternet Websites like Time-cNN's AllPoli-
tics (httpwww.allpolitics.comy) routinely
include the full text of campaign speeches.
But advocates are quick to retort that a
third of U.S. households don't have cable
and many that have it don’t tune 1n to pub-
lic-affairs shows. The point is to reach the
audience that has dropped out, which s
why Taylor was hoping for a five-minute
lead-in to Friends instead of & chunk out of
Tom Brokaw.

The pristine new forums certainly won't
replace the dastardly 30-sec. spots. The can-
didates will still spend whatever they can af-
ford, running whatever ads are most effec-
tive. [n fact, some commentators argue that
getting rid of negative ads should never have
been a goal in the first place. “Attackis an in-
dispensable part of palitics. If the attack is
fair, accurate, in context and relevant to gov-
ermance, we ought to encourage it." says
Kathleen Hall Jamieson, dean of the Annen-
berg School for Communication at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. “] prefer asking, ‘Is
free TV time going to reduce the amount of
illegitimate attacks? The answer is yes.”

Which raises the question of whether
the candidates would be keen on this re-
form. [n 1992 the candidates were careful
to limit their appearances to events they
thought they could control. All three were
invited to appear for an hour on Meet the
Press, for instance; not one of themn accept-
ed. So while both parties’ candidates en-
dorsed the scheme, it remains to be seen
whether Dole and Clinton wail relish the
idea of being locked in a room together
during prime time with no way out except
through the tube.

Yet in a TIME/CNN poll last week, 63% of
voters surveyed said they believe free TV
time would make for a better race. That by
itself may make it worth a try. For if it re-
duces even slightly the evnicism about poli-
tics, it could help voters feel more engaged
in the process and perhaps restore their
faithin it —Reported by Tom Cuary/
New York and Mark Thompson/Washington

r

[ruth in Memory

Omission of FED.R.s handicap is a crime against his spir

HERE WAS A FUND RAISER FOR THE CONTROVERSIAL F.D.R MEMORIAL T
other day that traveled all over Washington and included real Roosev
martinis (3 to 1) at the Tidal Basin construction site. It ended with a priv:
White House dinner of lamb and artichokes at $10,000 a plate and gross
about haif a million. Bill and Hillary Clinton were eloquent in praise of their ;
roes Eleanor and Franklin Rooseveit to their black-tie audience of 200. Actors Jz
Alexander and Edward Herrmann, who had played the Roosevelts on televisi
gave readings, and there was a scratchy old recording of the real Eleanor sing:
(sort of) High Hopes, which brought both gales of lsughter and misty eyes.

The problem was that the crucial and defining fact that Rooseveit condu
ed his presidency from a wheelchair became a forgotten footnote to the Wh
House proceedings and, indeed, to the whole memorial idea. In the warm gi:
of the White House it was easy to ignore the growing clamor at the gates abc
a memorial that is taking $42 million in tax money and has no depiction
Franklin Roosevelt in a wheelchair, (Or,
for that matter, of Eleanor’s fur stole, now
considered too controversial.)

In a Harmis poll a while back, 73% of
those asked said the memorial should in-
clude “visible recognition of F.D.R.'s dis-
abilities.” The National Orgamization on
Disability, which claims to represent the
interests of 50 gullion disabled Amen-
cans, thinks that to ignore F.D.R's dis-
ability in the monument is 2 major cultur-
al blunder. “It would be unconscionable to
have schoolchildren visit the memorial
five years from now, or 500 years from
now, and have no sense of the challenge
F.D.R faced,” says Mike Deland, the or-
ganization's chairman.

Historian Doris Kearns Goodwin has .
become the spokeswoman for a loose e ;
confederation of scholars who likewise Ned E":.'r' ;:’::?;_ M“ i:l“n
are appalled at the ides of going ahead Satisen o
with the memorial as designed. “Roosevelt’s polio made his spectal relations:
with the American people possible.” she said last week. “Not to allow that to
shown would be a fundamental distortion of history, a real loss.” The Rooses
heirs, who at first seemed supportive of a historically cleansed memorial, se
to have tipped the other way, with many favoring 2 change. The National Or
nization on Disability has agreed to pick up any extra cost if a new sculptur
needed, since the three F.D.R. pieces are already at the foundry.

Oddly, the c.0.r.’s soon-to-be presidential nominee, Bob Dole, him:
partly disabled, while privately supporting a change in the F.D.R. Memoriai
so far not gone public. Nor has his rival of next fall, Bill Clinton. There s a s
gular silence about the issue at the White House, even though Clinton is h
orary chairman of the memonial.

One guy spoke up. Former President George Bush took two seconds to th
about the issue and whipped off a letter declaring, “I think it would be a sha
if at least one of the figures in the memorial did not show him as a man who |
a disability ... a courageous man who had infantile paralysis and still led our
tion.” Last week, on one of his furtive visits to Washington, Bush summoned )
land and Alan Reich, president of the disability organization, to his guest qu
ters on Jackson Place, across the street from the White House. In those shadc
old chambers where so much of our early history played out, Bush sat down v
his two friends in wheelchairs and said, “We've got to keep this one going.”
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(eorge F. Will

Don't Hide
His Source

Ot Strength

Conuoversis wncermag the Memonai (o
FFrawin Kouseveit drc todav s evidence chat
thus 1s an 3ge in wiud owe canot Nnd common
Aonse wathout a scarch warrant.

Recause ol uepiaton aboul prsibie pro-
lests by the anuma nehts lobbv. the statue of
Fleanor Rooseveit wall not vepict her weanuog
ner famubar 1ur wvap. laa FDR's qgarerte
NOKCT, SeEN I 30 Manv Dnotowrspns. Wil Not
oe 1n evidence. That hulder. orten cienchea 1 a
touthy smue lumunaung FDR's large upturmed
head, was cuiblemanc of the iccuous @punu-
ness that wds s greareat wil [0 3 shaken
counury and « peects af ms pulitical philosmny.
1t the agarctte holder must b bamusherd, lest
sin flounsii.

More senousry wrong 5 die deasion that
none ul (he three scwes of DR 1 the
7.5~acre mermonal will demct rum 1n 2 wneel-
diar. We walow waist deep 1n 1 confeaswonal
culture, 10 wiuch any lunanc cau yet oo telewi-
00 fo cuidess unnatural Acts with llamas. yet
we will not truthtulty depict Gus century's must
unportant pressdenl n 3 wav (hat 1s, (o say no
Mok, porunent to understanduig num.

The deasion bas been guuc (0 conmmue 1n
Slote 4 reucence about FDR's dsahility. a
retience that m s jifetume was reured by
public sensibthtues that vow have heen nappuy
swmomnrted. Thc decamion reveals .uidusion
about the propur pont of the memorul.

Defenders of rmat devosnn sav it would be
wTuug 10 “Tewvise the rewurd” —rhat 1t would be
unfustoncal to wsplay what FOR successtully
mncealed trom the Amencai people, mast of
wom aid Ht undersand e realty ol his
dliction (1 hdnks (0 2 LCODRTAUVE Priss wOCPS.
onlv one vl U more trun 125,000 photo-
graphs w thre FDR Lbrary at Hydc Park shows
mmon s wheelchur,; But Suelity o FDR's
vishes 15 ot quduy the de<ign of the mewon-
al: FIR toid Felbx Franifurter he wanted oy
a starkly sumple memoriu 1o iarger than s
desk. the sort of memonal tn mim that already
exsts ar the Nutional Archuves

A statement by the FOR Memunad Com-
mission Jlmast impues (hat the proxet 1S a
cetebragon ot the New Deal If that . s, the
neck warh it L he statcment says the memonad
4 duaigies ] 1o <evve not a3 & MoTUMANRT tn the
i, NP IC 2 newr ol (ememBrancy, cuilew-
malon and mduie to ki3 worm.”

But tdl i « wsunrtinn wathout a dtference.

The work of the last 13 vears nf FDR's lLfe
Lot properh be contempiated wichout refer-
ence to the atilicliou that left hun « paraplege
for e last 21 vears of his ine. He probably
would nut have hecumie president, and certaur
iy wowid not have become (he inng-headed and
iough president ne  was, Withoul passioy
throutn the rumacu ol polbo.

"IMC can betteve hat Mdiy of TUs works were
Mistdnes and >nil beucve pe snowd he celehra:-
ed fur the gaantry that the disease demanded
Tom num but need nut have ebaten. No scnous
persoa duubts that F K playcd a large role in
the making of modern Amenca, and 1t 13
PASBING stTanye Lu sunpose that the disease d:d
nnt catalvze the aanstinrmalun of the aennnair
voung swcl. skaang along va charm and con-
necuuns. wito the brillant and broadly empd-
thetw palrunan

“Too orten.” FDR once saa. “is the biog-
rapher tempted to cuime tumsed o that
comparauveiv bref panod after the tmimpet ot
fame has directd Uie cves of the worid upon
fum whose ife stwry he wntes  From that
statement Ceoffrey Ward dertved the utle of

T0 4S6621E

the frst volume of his unsurpassed brographry
ot FDR, “Before the TrumpeL”

Ward's second volume, which recounts
FDR’'s nse from a bed of pan to the seat of
power. is titled “A First-Class Temperament.”
That comes [rom Oliver Wendefl Holmes's
L:mous assessment of FDR: “A second-class
mrellect. But a first-class (emperament” No
reaser of Ward can doubt that the tempera-
meat FDR exlubited i the 19303 and 19408
was forged in the 1920s. The won entered into
lus soul when he performed. with heroc ebu-
lience. the excrocatng exerases necessary o
make i legs readv far steel braces.

So. let’s see FDR portraved at the memoral
in a wheeichair. Perhaps we snouid resist the
temptauon (o have hum holding somethmg that
would accuratety depict one of hss most noble
taients and tus unquencnable capaary far piea-
sure—a martm shaker. But let's see that
cigarette holder—whuch, he ooce breenly ex-
plamed to an mamnng boy, he user “because
my ductul told me 1o sy as far awsy from
Qgarellcs as possible.”
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Wilson H. Hulley

March 20, 1997

Dear Mark:

We have discussed the FDR Memorial in the past. Today, the controversy surrounding the
presentation of President Roosevelt in a wheelchair as part of the Memorial must be resolved.
I understand that Anne Roosevelt, representing the family, favors as artistic depiction of FDR's
disability within the memorial.

I presume the Memorial Commission continues this pivotal discussion. Given the diversity of
thinking, 1 would like to propose a compromise for your consideration. Develop a statue with
FDR in a wheelchair shaking hands with a small group of disabled war veterans. When FDR
visited veteran’s hospitals, he would use his wheelchair to move among patients.

Also, when FDR spoke to a Joint Session following his return from Yalta, he was wheeled in
and out of our nation’s Capitol. Mark, I believe strongly that one of the statues at the Memorial
must show President Roosevelt in a wheelchair. Just as it would look very strange for a
photograph of me without Star, my assistant dog. Mark, you never saw Harlen Watzek, your
dear compatriot and my stepfather, at any public activity without his two steel "Canadian style”
crutches. His crutches were part of his whole personage.

I agree with the National Organization on Disability, President George Bush, and 49 million
Americans with disabilities on this critical national issue. And, I will do all that I can to ensure
that the FDR Memorial is wholly realistic to the physical life of a dedicated American, a
President who overcame a tremendous physical impairment and who lived each day with

inspiring courage and distinction.
Sin/cerdy/

The Honorable Mark Hatfield

P.O. Box 8639

Portland, Oregon 97209
Through: Jackie

cc:  The Honorable George Bush
L President Bill Clinton
Justin Dart

3704 Woodbine Street - Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
Voice (301) 951-3562 - Fax (301) 718-0491
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