Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE
001. letter [Personally Identifiable Information] [partial] (2 pages) 02/22/1995  b(6)
COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
Staff Secretary
Todd Stern
OA/Box Number: 8789
FOLDER TITLE:
Chron Files: Friday, January 3, 1997
2019-0774-S
153346
RESTRICTION CODES
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C, 2204(a)| Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]
P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA| ' b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA|
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA| b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA| an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA|
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA|
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA| b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information [(b)(4) of the FOIA|
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]| b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA| b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.



January 3, 1997

g7 JAN 333
MEMORANDUM FOR TODD STERN
FROM: G. TIMOTHY SAUNDERSf
Executive Clerk
DAVID KALBAUGH““(
Assistant to the Executive Clerk
SUBJECT: Request for President’s Signature on Certificates

of Appreciation - Pageant of Peace

We have received from Alison Bracewell, Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs, a letter from Pete Torres, Federal
Relations Programs, Office of the Resident Representative,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), requesting
that the President sign 19 Certificates of Appreciation for
members of a sixth grade class who helped decorate the CNMI
Christmas Tree on the ellipse.

According to Alison Bracewell, this request came to the White
House without prior notification. We have no record of
certificates of this nature being issued in the past. A search
of the files in Records Management show further that nothing has
been issued to any other individuals who helped decorate the
other 50-plus trees on the ellipse this year.

As you know, the Pageant of Peace is primarily run by the Park
Service, not the White House. I recommend against issuing these
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Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

2121 R STREET. N.W,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008

PHONE: (202) 673-5869
FACSIMILE: (202) 673-5873

December 27, 1996

Ms. Allison Bracewell

Executive Assistant

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
1600 Pennsylvania, Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Bracewell:

Enclosed are certificate of appreciation requesting for President William J. Clinton's
signature in appreciation to the San Antonio Elementary School 6th graders for contributing
Christmas Tree Omaments that decorated the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands Christmas Tree in this year Christmas Pageant of Peace.

After signing the certificates, please be sure to send them back to us as soon as possible.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If this office can be of any assistance to you,
please let me know.

Sincerely,

A —

Pete A. Torres
CNMU/Federal Relations and Programs

Enclosure



This Certificate Is Presented To

Doris Thompson

In Appreciation For Contributing Christmas Ornaments To
Ihe 1996 THristmes Pageant of Peoace

The White House Ellipse, Washington, D.C.
Presented this 5th day of December, 1996

JUAN NEKAI BABAUTA WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Resident Representative President, United States of America ||
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EDWARD ALBEE

for his searing dramas that portray the complexities of human relaﬁonships
against the backdrop of turbulent social change. His gift for illuminating
universal truths through vivid contemporary language will be a lasting

legacy to the American theater. wh A



SARAILCALDMELL M
P \u
for her pioneering work in spreading the joy of opera to audiences cvefywhcre.\'\
Renowned for her creative achievements as conductor, producer, and

director, she has made lasting contributions to the development and

appreciation of opera in America and around the world.



HARRY M. CALLAHAN

for an inspiring career as a distinguished photographer and influential teacher.
Marked by a uniquely personal vision, his award-winning photographs

reveal beauty not only to the eye, but also to the heart and mind.



ZELDA FICHANDLER

for her enterprise and innovation in helping quality theatrical productions reach
ever widening audiences. .From founding the Arena Stage in Washington,
D.C., to directing plays, managing theater groups, and teaching the craft
of acting, she has contributed immensely to the success of oeés\g"mpomry

American theater.



EDUARDO “LALO” GUERRERO

for a distinguished musical career that spans 60 years, two cultures, angi a wealth
of different musical styles. With humor, passion, and profound insight, he
has entertained and enlightened generations of audiences, giving powerful

voice to the joys and sorrows of the Mexican American experience.



LIONEL HAMPTON

for a lifetime of contributions to music. An incomparable master of vibes and a
gifted composer, he has dedicated his extraordinary talent to the growth and
evolution of jazz. Lionel Hampton has made a lasting imprint on this truly
original American art form.
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BELLA LEWITZKY

for her imaginative work in the field of modern dance, far{more than 50 years{t
4.,1- Lowns sd «6roeA
Consistently-breakingmewground, she has broadened the art and appeal

of choreography. Through the Dance Theater of Los Angeles and the
Lewitzky Dance Company, she has inspired new generations of dancers
and choreographers to challenge themselves by pushing the limits of their

art,



the Metropolitan Opera.
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ROBERT REDFORD

| W
for a distinguished career in film as actor, director, and producer and for his
thoughtful advocacy of the arts. His creative work has delighted millions

of filmgoers, and his founding and guidance of the Sundance Institute has

helped revitalize contemporasy film as an art form.
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for creating books w" that enrapture children while freeing adults to
remember and rediscover their own childhood. His illustrations, like his
characters, are so striking and mysterious, yet so familiar that we

recognize ourselves in them.



STEPHEN SONDHEIM

for his extraordinary contributions to American musical theater and film. With
distinctive melodies and a mastery of language, he has put contemporary
American life to music, eloquently expressing the hopes and heartaches of

modern human experience.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

"B EC 17eMi1:56
December 17, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR: Kathy Wallman
Phil Caplan

Fred Dohse n “1
o

FROM: David Beaubaire
Special Assistant to the Cabinet Secretary
And Director of Surrogate Scheduling

The following materials regarding Steven Roye were sent to me by an acquaintance of mine.
I am forwarding it on to you for your review and appropriate action.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me at extension 6-2572.

Thank you.



LESLIE B ABELL 1777 SAN VICENTE BOULEVARD

LAW OFFICES

MYMAN, ABELL, FINEMAN 8 GREENSPAN

THOMAS J FINEMAN

SUITE 880 ROBERT M ANGEL
MICHAEL K. GOLDOSMITH A BROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
ERIC R. GREENSPAN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90049-5061 JAMES G. KORSEN
ELZAGETH VAL GREQTAY TEL (310) 820-7717 a enor

JEFFREY TAYLOR LIGHT
ROBERT M MYMAN FAaX (310) 207-2680

OF COUNSEL

THOMAS PATRICK ROWAN

MATTHEW H SAVER
IRA B. SELSAKY

December 3, 1996

David Beaubaire

Office of Cabinet Affairs
0ld Executive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: STEVE ROYE

Dear David:

Steve Roye, a journalist with whom I went to high school is
currently imprisoned under a life sentence in Thailand.

I would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed materials.
If you believe it is appropriate, please forward them to the

person best equipped to help Mr. Roye.

It was nice seeing you at breakfast recently. I assume I will see
you in Washington in the coming weeks.

I hope all is well with you.

of/MYMAN, ABELL, FINEMAN & GREENSPAN

RMM/ph
Enclosures

G:\RMM\POLITICA\BEAUBAR.LTR



Dear President Clinton;

My name is Michael Berk. I created and Executive
Produce the TV series "Baywatch". But the drama I am
writing you about is all too real.

An Emmy Award winning, fifty year old American journalist
named Stephen Roye, who received a Civilian Gold Medal from
President Reagan in a White House ceremony, was sentenced to
death in Thailand. Stephen is now serving a commuted life
sentence in a Thai prison. He has been there over two years
and his health is failing.

I hope that after reading this letter you will find it
appropriate to encourage the King of Thailand to approve a
pardon request that is currently being prepared. The King
is expected to review this request in December. We have
been assured that many Thai officials believe Stephen Roye
is innocent and would like to send him home. But they need
to "save face." A mention from you, or a high-ranking
member of your staff, on Stephen's behalf, would surely
accomplish that.

Stephen went to Thailand to write a story about drug
smuggling from Asia to the U.S. He documented this on his
passport application. There is additional documentation
that Stephen went undercover as a "mule" to get the story.
But when he tried to back out, as was his plan, the drug
smugglers threatened to harm his mother and son unless he
agreed to carry a suitcase with 3 kilos of heroin. When
they showed Stephen his mother and son's addresses, Stephen
believed their violent threat was real and reluctantly
agreed. Stephen intended to turn himself and the drugs over
to U.S. Customs authorities once he reached New York, But
Stephen never made it on the plane. He was arrested at the
Bangkok airport. Stephen cooperated with the DEA, resulting
in the arrest of the real drug smugglers in Amsterdam and
New York.

It should be noted that Stephen Roye has had a long career
as an anti-drug activist, including producing a gowerful
anti-drug documentary staring David Toma called "Taking the
High Out of High School" for which he won several
prestigious awards.

The Baywatch Production Company
5433 Beethoven Street + Los Angeles, CA 90066
310-3029135 + Fax 310-302-9189



I have known Stephen Roye my entire life. He does not
fit the profile of a "mule". He's not the kind of man who
would willingly smuggle drugs. Many people in the United
States agree with that assessment and support Stephen,
including Congressman Howard Berman. His letter of support
is included, as is a DEA Agent's letter, and other documents
demonstrating Stephen Roye's character.

There is precedent for this request we humbly ask of
you. Several years ago Prime Minister John Majors wrote a
letter to the King of Thailand on behalf of two women who
were being held in a Thai Prison for drug smuggling. It was
a personal note, not through official government channels.
The King granted Mr. Majors request and set the women free.

Stephen Roye's family is desperate to get their son
home. His parents are elderly and infirm. Stephen has
been their sole means of support. I have offered Stephen a
well-paying job when he is released.

I have included a short video which will personalize
Stephen's plight. I pray you, or someone you designate,
will take five minutes to view it. I am convinced you will
agree with George Terwilliger (former Assistant Attorney
General under President Bush) who believes Stephen is
innocent and has fought for his release.

Mr. President, Stephen Roye is one of the good guys
and should not spend the rest of his life in a foreign
prison. One word from you could bring him home. Thank you
for considering this request.

Respectfully;

ket Bod

Michael Berk
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U.S. Department of Justice

Drug Enforcement Administration
American Embassy

95 Wireless Road

Bangkok 10330 Thailand

February 22,1995

Thomas P. Furey
Consul General
American Embassy
Bangkok, Thailand

Dear Mr. Furey:

On Octobexr 14, 1994, Royal Thai Customs Officers arrested U.S. Citizen
Stephen C. Roye (DOB:| (,5 | at the Don Muang International Airport.
Mr. Roye was in possession of 3,300 grams gross heroin when arrested.
The seized heroin was secreted in a false (removable) side of Mr.
Roye’s suitcase. At the time of his arrest, Mr. Roye held U.S.
passport #035164738 as he attempted to board XKIM Flight # 8738 to
Amsterdam. :

On October 20, 1994, Mr. Roye agreed to be interviewed by Special
Agents of the DEA. At the outset, Mr. Roye asserted he was concerned
about the safety of his family due to possible reprisals from those
involved. Despite his initial reluctance, Mr. Roye eventually provided
a very detailed account of his involvement in this smuggling venture.
During this and subsequent debriefings, Mr. Roye identified the
individual who "recruited” him as a courier while in the Los Angeles,
Ca. area. In addition, Mr. Roye provided the DEA with the nazes and
descriptions of two other couriers who accompanied him to Bangkok., It
should be noted that both couriers were subsequently arrested
. attempting to smuggle significant quantities of heroin. One courier

was arrested in Amsterdam, by Dutch authorities while the second was
arrested by U.S. authorities at JFK International Airport in New York.

Based upon the preceding information, as well as Mr. Roye’s
willingness to further assist in this investigation, it is the opinion
of the DEA that Mr. Roye has made every effort to assist both the DEA
and Thai counterparts. If there are any additional questions
concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to call.

aﬁely, . Iy
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STATE HOUSE. TRENTON. N. J.

ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION .
By Assemblymen LitTarL, GENOVA a0d HAYTAIAN -

Wumzas, WOR, the highly respected and widely viewed television Chaanel 9,
which broadcass from the Town of Secaucus, Hudson Couanty, and is the
ocaly commercial celevision station in the State of New Jersey, is to be com-
mended for siring “MIA: We Can Keep You Forever,” a notewocthy program
oa the host of soldiers who are still unsccounced foe, taken as prisooers oc
listed as missing in action during the Vietnam War; and,

Wxnnsas, This exemplary documentary, which originaced in the United Kingdom
and which was produced by Lioa Heart Television, a divisica of BBC -
 chroaicled the plight of the Americans, Australians sod Koreaas who, since
the cessation of the War in 1973, have become “noapersons,” their very
existence denied by the Vietnamese, Cambodisas and Laodoas, coafirmed
oaly by their anguished families' memories and their meation oa the inaumer-
able MIA listings of their governments; and, B .

WHEREAS, A special mention must be made of WOR saff members Peter A. Leoae,
Rosenweig aod Sceven Roye, co-executive producers of the panel discussica

' : with American officials that followed the broadcast, program host Tom Duna,

. sews directoe Tom Petrer, production assistant Kevin Schwab, and news-
castors Sars Lee Kessler, Jennifer Valoppi and Reg Wells for their informa-
tive and incisive participation in the Jasuary 31, 1987 broadcast; and,

Wanaas, It is both proper and fitting that the members of this House pause in
their deliberations to remember and hooor those courageous and unfortunace
persons who have yet to return to their homes, and to extend empathy w
those families who cannot resolve the face of their loved ones; now, therefore,
Be It Resolved by the Gemeral Assembly of the State of New Jersey;

That this House bereby congrarulates television sation WOR, aad it saaff -
for the scheduling and airing of "MIA: We Can Keep You Forever” and ocher
fine examples of its commitment to quality programming and extends best wishes
for the continued success of WOR; and, ;

Be It Furtber Resolved, That a duly suthendcaced copy of this resolution,
signed by the Speaker and actested by the Clerk, be cransmirtzed to television seatioa
WOR, Channel 9.

LT XEXIT] ll.ln1.,!'rI1-|\HH"H}HH'.HHHIlH! DO O o O o o e e A o (K=
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Clerk of the General Assembly
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Academy of Television Arts & Sciences

LOS ANGELES AREA EMMY AWARDS
1981

Honors N

TEN O’CLOCK NEWS

STEVE ROYE, Producer
STEPHANIE BRADY, Executive Producer
KHIJ-TV

Nominated for
REGULARLY SCHEDULED DAILY NEWS

'( ; President
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 THE WASHINGTON, D.C. GHAPTER OF
THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF TELEVISION ARTS AND SCIENCES

WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA TELEVISION ACADEMY AWARDS

- Honors
'STEVE ROYE

 for contributing to the winning of an Area Television Academy Award

THE NEWSCENTER
WRC-TV, NBC 6:00 PM News

Chosgn an
P ‘o : _ . OUTSTANDING NEWSCAST

 DUTL e |

President



; Academy of Television Arts & Sciences

LOS ANGELES AREA EMMY AWARDS

1977

Honors

THE 10 O'CLOCK NEWS

STEVE ROYE

KHIJ-TV.

Nominated for
NEWS — Small Staff — SERIES

TV WY

H
President ;



ACADEMY
.OF

TELEﬁSION ARTS & SCIENCES

p

H onors

STEVE ROYE

STEPHANIE RANK BRADY

Cine

!!-J-s

for contnbuhng to the winning of an
Arza Award

NEWS PROGRAM ENTRY

THE 10, o_'g:Loc_rg 'NEWS




April 30, 1995

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

[ am a longtime television journalist currently working as a News Anchorman at
Newschannel 8 in Washington DC. I have been with my current station since 1991.
Before that I worked for several organizations, including Fox Television and CBS.

I have known Steven Roye since 1977. We worked together at KHJ television in
Los Angeles, California from that year until 1983, when I left the station. Steve was the
Producer and I was a News Anchorman on the station's Ten O'Clock News. In that time,
Steve was not only a trusted colleague, but he became a valued friend. That friendship has
continued through the many years since.

. Il:nowStmRoyetobeadevotedfam’ly_man—agbodﬁthatohiuonAdam
and a responsible and loving son to his parents. I know him to be a most responsible
citizen, incapable in my judgment to be guilty of the crime of which he is accused. I also
know him to be a first class journalist, and I have no doubt he fully intended his trip to

- * Thailand to become part of an effort to help rid the streets of his hometown of the

pervasive drugs that have made life so dangerous. I know for a fact he repeatedly outlined
the purpose of his trip to several people, including law enforcement officials, before
beginning the journey. Those were not, I feel, the actions of a man intent on smuggling
drugs.

I urge leniency and understanding on the part of the court for a man who is deariy
missed by his family and friends, and who is clearly a victim a.nd not a criminal.

C;ﬁTHAI\I ROBERTS
' c““isz'
wemor

My Commission Expires March I, 1997
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THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

ON THE NOMINATION OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE GRADUATE DIVISION, LOS ANGELES
HAVE CONFERRED UPON

STEPHEN CARL ROYE

 'THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF JOURNALISM
WITH ALL THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES THERETO PERTAINING

GIVEN AT 1LOS ANGEILES THIS FOUKI"EENTH DAY OF JUNE
IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-NINE

GOVERNOR OF CAH!OlNla AND
. PRESIDENT OF THE REG

CHANCELLOR A

DI.AN OF THE GRADUATR DIVISION
LOS ANGELES
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July 21, 1995
By Airborne Express
Kittiporn Aroonrat, Esq.
Kamnuan Chalopathump Law Office
61 Buranasars Rd.
Bangkok, Thailand 10200
Dear Mr. Aroonrat:

I was asked by Ms. Miriam Moorman, and Ms. Marianne Merrill to provide you with
verification of Mr. Stephen Roye's employment with RKO General, Inc. as a News Reporter

- and Executive Producer from 1977 to 1987. I have reviewed the records of the Corporation,

and they confirm that Mr. Roye did work in that capacity. Specifically Mr. Roye worked
from February 28, 1977 until July 29, 1983 as News Writer and Producer for KHJ-TV our
Los Angeles television station. On August 1, 1983 Mr. Roye was promoted to Executive
Producer and transferred to WOR-TV, the company's television station in New York City.
Mr. Roye continued to work as an Executive Producer at WOR-TV until March 23, 1987
when the station was sold to another company. :

Enclosed herewith is a Notarized Corporate Secretary Certificate verifying the authenticity
of the employment records attached thereto including Mr. Roye's Employment card, and
Pension card. In light of the circumstances, I am willing to do whatever is necessary to have
the documents authenticated and verified through the Apostilliary process, or otherwise as
necessary so that they are admissible under the rules of your court system. I regret to say
that I am woefully unfamiliar with the laws and procedures of your country, however, I
would be happy to help in anyway that I can from this side of the globe. I hope that the
enclosed will suffice, however. It is very important that you notify me immediately if further
verification our authentication is required. My fax machine is on 24 hours a day, everyday.

While I do not know Mr. Roye personally, his employment records give every indication that
he was a fine and dedicated employee. Please contact me at your earliest convenience either
by fax or phone if you need further or additional information. Good luck, and please extend
our best wishes to Mr. Roye. _

Sincerely, |
S_\) - Lo
cc: M. Mermill Derek Kaesgen N

wi/attach Counsel

Generot Inc. + TS Ghent Road, Akon, Oho 44333-3300 + (218) 8694200
o ess B FAX: (216) 8494272



RKO General, Inc.
Corporate Secretary's Certificate

I, Edward R. Dye, hereby certify that I am the duly elected Corporate Secretary of RKO
General, Inc., a Delaware, U.S.A., Corporation, and that the attached photocopies, affixed
with the Corporate Seal represent true and accurate copies of the Corporation's employment
records. . | further certify the attached records accurately reflect the Company's employment
of Stephen C. Roye from February of 1977 until March of 1987 as a News Writer and
Executive Producer working for the Corpomnons Broadcasting Division.

QF’ £¢¢
Edward R. Dye J

Corporate Secretary - RKO Genml, Inc.

I, Julie W. Cook, Notary Pubhc. hereby certify that Edward R. Dye this 21st Day of July,
1995 signed this certificate in my presence at Fairlawn, Ohio (Summit County), U.S.A. and
that Edward R. Dye produced evidence of his identity to me and of his positions as Corporate
Secretary of RKO General, Inc..

M. g /
Jllie W. Cook (Date)
Notary Public
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re Kantor memo Whaling/Canada
Another packagewill be coming in from Commerce |

w/recommendations which will come through
NSC or USTR.

Should this go to POTUS? or to RM since
another a decision memo will be forthcoming??
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THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

.‘@ j Washington, D.C. 20230
Frargy oF

DEC 12 1996 —’ﬁ/;‘&/%y

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Section 8(a) of the Fishermen’s Protective Act of 1967, as
amended (Pelly Amendment) (22 U.S.C. 1978), requires me to
certify to you when I determine that nationals of a foreign
country, directly or indirectly, are conducting fishing
operations in a manner or under circumstances which diminish
the effectiveness of an international fishery conservation
program. By this letter, I am certifying to you that Canadian
nationals are engaged in whaling activities that diminish the
effectiveness of the International Whaling Commission (IWC)
conservation program.

This summer, Canada authorized its native people to hunt two
endangered bowhead whales. One whale was taken on August 17 in
the eastern Canadian arctic from a population of uncertain stock
structure that may number as few as 450 animals. Another whale
was taken from the western Canadian arctic on July 24. Canada is
not a member of the IWC. It withdrew from that organization in
1982, stating that it no longer had "any direct interest in the
whaling industry or in the related activities of the IwWC."
Furthermore, the hunts were conducted contrary to the IWC’s
advice. The IWC expressed particular concern about the prospect
of whaling in the eastern Canadian arctic, where bowhead stocks
are still highly endangered and are not known to be recovering.

The Pelly Amendment authorizes you to restrict imports of
products from certified nations to the extent such restrictions
are consistent with the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.
My recommendations concerning import restrictions will be
provided to you in time to meet the Pelly Amendment’s 60-day
Congressional report requirement.

R

I have notified the Secretaries of State and of the Treasury and
the Chairmen of the Council on Environmental Quality and the

.Marine Mammal Commission of this certification. I have asked the

Secretary of State to advise the Government of Canada of this
action.

Sincerely,
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U.S. DE OF COMMERCE

The Secretary of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The President
The White House
Washington, D.c.
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The President

The White House o
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing you today to enlist your support for a major
single most important opportunity I know to make high standards for teachers a reality in every
school in this nation in the next four years. I speak, of course, of the work of the National Board
for Professional Teaching Standards to create a national, voluntary certification and assessment
and professional development system for accomplished teachers.

The nation knows how important education issues are to you. Your support for national
standards for students and teachers, for improving the technological capabilities of America’s
schools, for helping America’s students achieve access to the best education we can offer, for
helping America’s parents and grandparents place faith, once again, in the safety and quality of
our schools - all this is so vitally important for the future well-being and competitive edge of our
nation and her ability to achieve a just society for her citizens.

But we also know, Mr. President, that these goals are simply not achievable if our
teachers do not meet the challenges that world-class standards impose. You put this to the nation
straightforwardly when you endorsed the report of the National Commission on Teaching and
issued a Directive to the Secretary of Education to implement many of the teacher reforms called
for in that report. Your Directive also recognized the important contribution National Board
Certification will make in meeting our national education goals and the standards we governors
set in our states.

Your support for the work of the National Board has been a linchpin of our success thus
far. As Governor of Arkansas, you led the National Governors’ Association to support the
Board’s creation and on more than one occasion you personally wrote all members of the US
Congress urging federal funding for the NBPTS. As President, your administration, particularly
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Secretary Riley, has supported the work of the National Board and has taken steps to incorporate
the work of the Board with relevant federal education programs and initiatives so that the
Board’s work is not in isolation, but augments your goals for education of America’s children.
In October of 1995, you welcomed the nation’s first National Board Certified Teachers in a
White House ceremony.

Your education campaign for this second term, as you described recently in the speech
before the Democratic Leadership Council, is grounded in the belief that as a nation we must
have national standards, and high standards, for teachers.

Now is the time to make these high and rigorous standards a reality for our teaching force
to work toward and achieve. National Board Certification, with its critical professional
development components, offers the single most important comprehensive opportunity to make
these high standards for teachers a reality in every school in this nation. No other single reform
has such potential systemic reform.

I ask you today to commit your leadership for a campaign of renewed and enhanced
support to help complete the nation-wide system of National Board Certification for America’s
teachers during the next four years. Your leadership would be comprised of two elements:

* A commitment to increased federal funding for the development, implementation
and access for teachers to the National Board Certification system.

Secretary Riley has submitted a request to the Office of Management and
Budget to provide such assistance to the National Board. His request would
provide $21 million to the National Board in FY 1998 - $16 million above
the current federal support level of $5 million. We ask that you support this
request.

This increased support level for the five-year budget period would guarantee
completion of the full system - with more than 80 percent of the system’s
completion occurring by the school year 2000-2001, bringing high teaching
standards within the reach of every school in America.

Besides funding the basic development and implementation activities, this
request also would provide federal matching funds to encourage states and
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localities to provide fee supports for teachers to stand for National Board
Certification.

* Your commitment to asking America’s corporate and foundation leaders to undertake
an expanded campaign to provide private support for the all important development
and marketing of standards-based professional development materials as well as
candidate support, outreach and mobilization efforts with the states and localities
necessary to bring National Board Certification within reach of all of America’s
teachers.

We ask that you launch this campaign in a White House event early in the
year. The fundraising goal of the private sector campaign would be $60
million - roughly matching the increased federal support level.

America’s teachers are beginning to taste the benefits of National Board Certification.
Almost 2000 teachers have already gone through early offerings of National Board Certification.
This school year, more than 800 teachers are seeking National Board Certification in six
certification fields which reach close to 45 percent of the country’s teaching force. Thirty states
and localities have now taken action to provide some incentives and rewards for teachers to seek
National Certification.

The National Board has enjoyed strong support from the foundation and corporate
communities and from the federal government, but at the present rate of development, it will take
many years to complete the National Board system. We believe America’s teachers do not want
to wait, and America’s school children can not afford to wait. The time is now to bring this
reform into every classroom in the nation. With this comparatively small commitment of
increased federal funds, and with your “bully pulpit” to open the coffers of the private sector for
one final push, we can achieve this goal.

I look forward to your reply on this.

My warmest personal regards.

’

K= n s s 24l
Jgmes B. Hunt Jr.

JBH/jk
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husband had not travelled 200,000
s but several million miles. She
referring to his media-given nick-
e, “long voyager”.

[e has made several trips and has
d in three elections,” she said in a
nt interview.

1avalit’s ambition to be prime min-
r was no secret, but he remains an
ma as far as being a national leader
mcerned. There is much talk about
skill as a strategist at national
regional levels - a reputation built
during his younger days in the
1y and his tenure as Army com-
wder-in-chief.

ut there is also talk about the man
n creating confusion by his com-
ity of mind. Some people are con-
1ed more about the people sur-
nding him than about the man
self.

'hat is certain about Chavalit is
t he likes to say “yes” to everyone.
ie is a kind man. He might agree
0 to different weddings being held
the same time, but obviously he
not attend them all and ends up
ng to none of them,” said Amnuay
avan, a close associate who is tipped
yecome the new finance minister.
is supporters claim Chavalit is also
sarner and adapter.

hey argue that his oratory skills
‘e improved over the years. Once he
s asked in an interview with this
vspaper how he could work with so
ny advisers. He was then interior
rister. He replied he had learned
m being overloaded with people and
ay none of them are around any
re.

\n advertising executive who worked
h him on the election campaign said
avalit is quite precise and makes
ick decisions. But some observers
' he can be indecisive and tends to
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Clinton to

First lady given
‘warm welcome
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S-Thai relations

MIMDIMI" PUMPUANG

The Nation

US President Bill Clinton arrives in
Bangkok tonight for an historic visit dur-
ing which he will see a different Thailand
from the one which greeted former presi-
dents Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon
when they visited in the 1960s.

The visits by the two previous American
presidents, in 1966 and 1969 respectively,
were aimed at strengthening relations cru-
cial to the US’ involvement in the Viet-
nam War.

M Analysis: A4

Clinton’s visit is, to the contrary. intend-
| ed to reassure Thailand and other South-
east Asian countries of America’s commit-
ment to Asia and the Pacific, where peace
now largely prevails and political ties have
become more intertwined with business
relations.

Thai and US diplomats said the brief
visit to Bangkok is an opportunity for him
to show America’s interest in Asia and
boost trade with Thailand. During his stay,
Clinton will be made aware that the occa-
sional economic friction between the two
countries has not soured bilateral ties.

Thailand and the US remain trusted
and reliable friends and can work towards
mutual prosperity, global peace and stability.

Clinton will outline his administration’s
policies towards Asia, especially South-
east Asia. The statement will touch on the

long history of bilateral relations and coop-
| eration in political, economic, security and
social interests.

It will also reiterate the US commitment
to Asia and the Pacific and comment on
transnational issues of bilateral and glob-

| al concern, including drugs, international
| crime and terronism, and the universality

I and principles of democracy and human
noe AR

R

Hillary Clinton speaks to students at the Maechan Wittayakhom School
Rai after her arrival in Thailand. The school is a participant in the Thai Women

- maenkand

in Chiang
of
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. rights. Yesterday in Manila, Clinton and Chi-
| nese President Jiang Zemin opened a new

chapter in Sino-US relations by agreeing on
. & framework for summitry over the next two
I years (See A9).

Clinton and his wife Hillary, who flew in
yesterday for a tour of northern Thailand.
- will have a busy schedule during their brief
fi’ stay as guests of Their Majesties the King
§ and Queen on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the King’s Accession to the
Throne.

In addition to an audience tonight with
Their Majesties, who will host a state ban-
quet for the American couple tomorrow
ji evening, the US president has a tight sched-

ule during his one-day stopover.

i After meeting the prime minister in the
i morning, during which an agreement on the
| avoidance of double taxation will be signed,
i Clinton will receive an honorary doctorate
H In political science from Chulalongkorn
1 University.

Hillary Clinton’s arrival was hailed with

the performance of a traditional dance and
. Breetings from students, their parents,
America’s Ambassador to Thailand William
Itoh, and Thailand’'s Ambassador to the
Unﬁtzd States,
g First Lady expressed her delight
: mﬂlﬂ)ebeautymdgramofthedmrswho
greeted her at Chiang Rai international
airport.

Her brief visit to the northern city was full.

US First Lady Hillary Clinton watches as a northern Thai classical dance is
ceremony at Chaing Rai Airport yesterday.

Clinton to stress US-Thai security ties

Her first stop was Maechan Wittayakhom
School. The school is a participant in the Thai
Women of Tomorrow project.

The TWT programme is aimed at com-
batting child prostitution by providing edu-
cauon beyond the sixth grade for girls and
teaching them ways to make a living other
than the sex trade. The TWT offers train-
ing in vocational areas such as gem cutting
and sewing.

The president’s wife is an avid support-
er of children and women’s rights and has
singled out poverty, lack of education. and
prostitution as major examples of the
exploitation of women and children.

She told the students how impressed she
was with Chiang Rai, especially the beau-
ty and warmth of the people. She also
declared the students were “examples and
pioneers in Thailand and throughout the
world” for making decisions for themselves
about their futures.

“When a young woman is educated. a
family prospers. When a young woman has
a good and decent job, a family prospers.
When a family prospers, a country prospers,”
she said.

The first lady visited three young women
who participated in TWT. and their fami-
lies. She met them at Jaw Pa Kha viilage,

a predominately Ahka village, where one of

the young women lives.

She said she was impressed by the
women'’s achievements and also by the sup-
port their families and villages gave them
in education. She said she applauded their

performed on her behalf during a welcoming
She arrived for a brief visit and headed for Chiang Mai later in the day.

far-sightedness in educating girls and turn-
ing away short-term benefits that could
have been gained through exploitative
means.

Although the US president’s wife is |
regarded as an international voice for |
women, one of the mothers in Jaw Pa Kha |
village raised the question of establishing
a similar programme for boys. The moth-
er cited the high unemployment rate in
the region. |

The first ladv's final stop on her whirlwind |
tour of Chiang Rai was Dhamajarik vil- |
lage, located down the hill from Jaw Pa Kha.
There she was greeted hy the village head
and presented with a hand-crafted silver
bracelet. a Yao style purse, pillow cases, a
key chain. and a table cloth.

She then walked along the dirt road, met
villagers and looked at their wares.

The mostly Yao village was advised of
her pending arrival a week-and-a-half ear-
lier.

Although they were excited about the
visit, some were shy and tried to hide in the
shadows of their stalls. But one inhabi-
tant was easily spied. A little boy had
donned a pair of Groucho Marx glasses,
was spotted by Hillary Clinton and had
his photo taken with her.

She complimented the people of Dha.ma-_
jarik on their jewellery and craft skills.
But members of her entourage were more
taken by this than she was: they bought sau-
venirs. including manv lacquered boxes
and a Yao stvie hat.
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US First Lady Hillary Clinton sees an exhibition at a Mae Chan school during her visit to Chiang Rai
province. The exhibition features a US-supported project to eliminate child exploitation and prostitution.
PHOTO: TAWATCHAI KEMGUMNERD

STATE VISIT

Security blanket thrown over
Bangkok for Clinton’s visit

Commanders hold
meet to review plan

Post reporters

lice and, military authorities
~have thrown a security blanket
over the city for United States’ Presi-
dent Bill Clinton who is due tonight
for a 27-hour state visit.

Army bomb disposal squads yester-
day conducted a final round of inspec-
tion of Ratchadamnoen Avenue and
police dogs were mobilised for ran-
dom checks of areas through which
the presidential motorcade will pass
during his brief but busy visit.

First Lady Hillary Clinton arrived
yesterday for a visit to the northern
capital of Chiang Mai and Chiang
Rai. She will return to Bangkok to-
night and join her husband at Don
Muang airport where Air Force One.
the presidential jet carrying Mr Clin-
ton and his entourage from Manila, is

expected to touch down at 9.30 p.m.

Top Metropolitan Police command-
ers met for three hours vesterday to
review their plan. At the end of the
meeting Metropolitan Police Com-
missioner Sophon Varatchanont said
all city police units have been put on
alert in what is seen as the biggest
security mobilisation since the Asia-
Europe Meeting in Bangkok last
March.

Meanwhile. city officials are work-
ing round the clock to ensure all deco-
rations are in place along the route
Mr Clinton's motorcade wiil pass on
the way to the Grand Palace.

Thousands of American and Thai
flags have been planted along the
route, while flyovers along the path
have been decorated with lights and
flowers to welcome the US leader,
City Clerk Prasert Samalabha said.

From the airport Mr Clinton’s mo-
torcade will head for the Don Muang
tollway, Yommarat. Phitsanulok
Road. Ratchadamnoen Avenue and
on to the Grand Palace.

Three huge platforms — at the air-
port’s cargo terminal, Mission Hospi-
tal in Yommarat and Phra Nakorn
Vocational School — have been erect-
ed draped in the Stars and Stripes and
Thailand’s red. white and blue ban-
ners, each 13.50 metres long and five
metres wide.

The cig clerk. who inspected the
preparations yesterday, said the task
was almost complete with the excep-
tion of a few finishing touches here
and there. and pleaded with city resi-
dents not to steal the flags as hap-
pened during last month's visit of
Queen Elizabeth II of Britain.

At the airport Mr Clinton and his
wife will be received by Crown Prince
Maha Vajiralongkorn and Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn who will es-
cort the presidential couple to Chitr-
lada Palace for an audience with
Their Majesties the King and Queen.

HILLARY HAILS ANTI-SEX TRADE
EFFORTS
See page 2

Six 1lle
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Researchers: politics
is corrupted by trade

he trade in drugs, arms. contra-

band, smuggled oil. cheap labour
and sex threaten the long-term eco-
nomic stability of Thailand. Chula-
longkorn University researchers
have warned.

They say the illegal businesses are
together worth 600-800 billion baht a
vear —— 15-18 percent of the country's
gross national product.

And theyv corrupt the political pro-
cess and lead to such ills as vote-
buying.

The findings were made by re-
searchers working with the umversi-
tv's Economics Faculty's Political
Economy Research Centre under the
sponsorship of the Asia Foundation
and the Thailand Research Fund

Twelve research papers outlining
the findings will be presented at a
seminar entitled “The Illegal Econo-
my and Thailand’s Public Policy” in
Bangkok next month,

Academics carried out their re
search between October 1995 and Oc-
tober 1996.

They estimated the annual value of
the six illegal businesses between
1993 and 1995 was 600-800 billion
baht.

"“The discovery not only revealed
the monstrous size of the illegal busi-
nesses but also helped unlock the
mystery of how some influential peo-
ple had been able to become political
leaders at local and national level
over the past two decades.” said re-
search team leader Sangsit Pirivar-
angsan.

He said it also explained why there
was so much political corruption.
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CLINTON’S VISIT

Hillary hails anti-sex trade efforts

US First Lady visits
girls at risk in North

Tassanee Vejpongsa

n her first official visit to Thai-

land the United States’ First
Lady Hillary Clinton has shown a
keen interest in how the kingdom's
private and government sectors deal
with the problem of child prostitution
in the northern region.

Mrs Clinton was greeted by the
provincial governor and US officials
on her arrival at Chiang Rai Interna-
tional Airport in the afternoon.

She then travelled directly to the
Maechan Wittayakhom school in the
province’s Maechan District for a
first hand view of a project the school
has implemented to eliminate child
exploitation and prostitution.

The project, set up two years ago
and titled “Thai Woman of Tomor-
row"”, was made possible by initial
funding from USAID (Thailand).

Later, the project also received
funding from both the government
and private sectors. An estimated
1,000 educational scholarships were

awarded to girls in risk groups in the
four provinces of Chiang Rai, Chiang
Mai, Lampang and Payao.

After being briefed on the pro-
gramme by one of its founders, Dr
Chakrapand Wongburanavart, Dean
of the Faculty of Social Sciences,
Chiang Mai University, Mrs Clinton
expressed her high regard for the help
given by all parties involved in the
programme and its subsequent
SUCCess.

“The programme, which the US is
pleased to have assisted in the begin-
ning, is an example of how to prevent
young girls and women from suffering
exploitation and abuse,” said the US
first lady.

The project aims to give young
women with no.opportunity to further
their education the opportunity to
gain skills and knowledge. This then
puts them in a good position to find
an acceptable and rewarding job, in-
stead of being forced into prostitution
because of poverty.

Mrs Clinton also had a message for
those young women who have already
been given the chance.

“You who are students, are exam-
ples and pioneers for young women in
Thailand and the rest of the world

who are looking for an opportunity to
decide what is best for them and their
future,” she said.

After her speech, the school staff
presented Mrs Clinton with a gift.
The US first lady then viewed an exhi-
bition on the school’s various activi-
ties before leaving to visit a scholar-
ship student at her home in Jor Pa
Kha village.

The lucky student in question was
Pornpimon Merlae, 18, who received
a scholarship from the programme to
further her study after graduating
from elementary school.

Later, Mrs Clinton briefly visited
Thammajarik village where she spent
30 minutes shopping for hilltribe
products in the local market. She
bought a wooden box for herself and
was also presented with a handmade
silver bracelet by a group of villagers
dressed in traditional Yao clothes.

One 4-year-old Thammajarik vil-
lager wearing fake eyeglasses and a
plastic nose covering his face got a
close photo opportunity with Mrs
Clinton after he walked past and
caused her to laugh.

After the visit, she went directly to
the airport from where she was to
travel to Chiang Mai.

A painting of Bangkok’s historical landmarks has been put up on a
pedestrian flyover in front of Don Muang airport to welcome Us
1 , who is due to arrive tonight on a state visit.

Cigarette
measure ‘not
yet in force’

industry’s most prestigious awards - the World Travel Market 1996 The draft regulation forcing tobac-
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Glohal Award - for its achievements in cruising in Asia. dil'nLt'; f)?r:x:;:'::'ti::;;d (_.‘ilg:t]}:‘: :::gtrhee

Public Health Ministry has yet to be

brought into force despite being ap-

proved by the cabinet early this
month.

The regulation will come into ef-
fect 180 days after it receives the sig-
nature of the health minister.

However, due to imminent change
1 1 | B of povernment. Publiec Health Minis-
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Star Cruises is pruutl to have won one of the world travel
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We have been recognised as “1he engine powering the new
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Asian cruise marliet...(rpeniug up the Jjovs of cruising to more pcuplc in

the regi(m,.,wi!h on board facilitics and itineraries sensitive to
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issued to support Article 11 of the
1992 Tobacco Products Control Act,
which forces tobacco firms to reveal
the ingredients of each brand of their
tobacco products to the ministry.

According to the regulation, the
ministry will have full authority to
reveal the ingredients or information
on a particular brand if it is consid-
ered harmful to health.

Based on the guidelines of the
World Health Organisation and the
International Agency for Research in
Cancer, the ministry has to make sure
that the ingredients added to tobacco
products are not to a level that is
harmful to health,

Out of over 100 additives present in
each cigarette. 42 are considered dan-
gerous and able to cause cancer.

L piRffibe MIEM WAlLlVIILICU 1w [lal-
ket by introducing advertising and
promotions directed towards non-
smoking women and youth.

The articles placed pressure on the
Clinton administration to address the
problem, said Dr Prakit Vathisathoj-
kit of Moh Chao Baan Foundation's
Action on Anti-smoking Campaign.

“My concern is that Mr Clinton
will be more conservative in his poli-
cies during this next administration
and in all likelihood may not wish to
hinder US industries’ expansion
abroad,” said Dr Prakit, also a spe-
cialist in chest and lung diseases at
Ramathibodi Hospital.

Dr Hathai urged the US president
to invite Asian health officials and
children to the White House on World
No Smoking Day, May 31.

Mrs Clinton earns
praise, scorn in RP

Feminists call her
a ‘PR girl’ for US
Manila, AFP

US First Lady Hillary Clinton
called here yesterday for greater
efforts to improve women's rights
worldwide but got scathing treatment
from radical feminists who called her
a “public relations girl” for US in-
terests.

Mrs Clinton, one of the most visible
international campaigners for wom-
en’s rights, spoke to more than 5,000
members of Philippine women's
groups on the sidelines of an Asia-
Pacific economic meeting attended by
her husband, US President Bill
Clinton,

She said there had been “‘a remark-
able and unprecedented effort to cre-
ate more balance within our global
society and more balance in people’s
individual lives” in countries across
the world.

But Mrs Clinton stressed more
needed to be done as the world moves
into a new century and spoke up for
the millions of women from develop-
ing countries suffering from abuses as
migrant workers,

“Women deserve to be respected
and compensated for the work they
do, wherever they do it,” she said.

Mrs Clinton, who was introduced
as a ''spectacular role model,” ad-
dressed her speech to “the women of
Asia” and was interrupted several
times by applause inside Manila's

newly opened World Trade Center ex-
hibition complex.

But a small group of radical femi-
nists scoffed at Mrs Clinton and wives
of other leaders of the 18-member
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(Apec) forum, which has been op-
posed by various anti-US groups here.

Radio reports said several dozen
demonstrators belonging to Manila’s
Gabriela feminist group staged a brief
rally outside the heavily guarded con-
vention complex, where APEC-relat-
ed meetings were being held.

A statement from Gabriela dis-
missed the women's meeting attended
by Mrs Clinton and other wives of
APEC leaders as “one big Tupper-
ware party” and described her as “the
foremost PR girl for US economic and
political dominance in the world.”

But at the meeting Mrs Clinton,
dressed in an aqua suit, basked in
praise from mainstream, middle-aged
Philippine campaigners for women’s
rights and praised the former US colo-
ny’s contributions to promoting de-
mocracy and women's rights.

She lauded President Fidel Ramos
for addressing ‘““the difficult and sen-
sitive issue of family planning,”
which has earned him the ire of bish-
ops in the largely Roman Catholic
Philippines.

“Your president and your govern-
ment also deserve praise for their ur-
gent campaign to end the illegal re-
cruitment of Filipinas for overseas
jobs, jobs in which the rights of wom-
en and girls are routinely violated in
other countries,” she said,
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Getting a new lease on life

WE CARE: Unicef joins hands with Bangkok hotels to give poor young northern girls a second
chance in life by giving them marketable work skills and a prospect of job security
BUSSARAWAN TEERAWICHITCHAINAN

arly this year. Kongtib Samdiew. a 20-
year-old Shan girl from Chinng Rai, felt
completely  lost after inishing  high
school
As she could not further her studies
because her family was too poor, she seemed des
tined to a life of low-paid, unskilled work

Although born and bred in Chiang Rai, as a
Shan, Kongtib is regarded as a non-citizen resident
and cannot claim Thai nationality, And without a
Thai identification cad, Kongtib ean never find
job security.

Not willing to give up, Kongtib kept asking
herself how she could achieve financial security so
she could support hey ageing parents?

“I didn't want to end up in the sex trade like
many of myv neighbours Nor did 1 want to be an
underpaid labourer in Nangkok's suburban fac-
tories,” Kongtib murmured. "1 was facing a dead
end in my life”

A few months later. however, a piece of good
news came to her. She was introduced to the Youth
Career Development Programme organised by Uni-
cefl and six leading Bangkok hotels to train under
privileged girls from northern Thailand in the hos-
pitality industry

Kongtih's hope rose when together with 34 other
yvoung women between 17 and 20, she was accepted
into the programme in July. Last weck. the proud
Shan girl and her friends were awarded certificates
upon completing the M-week training course,

More important than the certificate is the inner
security and =elf.confidence Kongtib feels nr re-
flected in her plans for the future

“l want to stay in Bangkok to find n job in the
hotel business and study for a degree in accountan-
cy ot Ramkhnmhaeng University. After getting the
degree, F will return to my hometown to work s an
nceountant.” she says with enthuginsm.

Building such confidenee was one of the main
aima of the course aecorlding to kev organiser, Dr
Kitiya Phornsadjin. whe is the project officer for
Unicefs Programme for Children in Especially Dif-

Left: While the pm?fﬁs for many children in the North are bleak, some
e

are getting a second chance at building a confident and secure [uture.
Above: Four of the northern trainees in their chefs uniforms. Relow: A
trainee shows her flower arranging skill. - Photos by SOMKID CHALITVANIT




Beult Uieoumstantes
When young people feel positive about their
future, they develop selfesteem nnd pride, Dr Ki
tivar believes.
selfesteem is necessary for one to make a ratio-
nal choice. But the problem is how to empower
them and make them see that there are joh opportu-
nities apart from the dangerous path young women
often take,” Dr Kitiya adds,

Giiving these girls cducation is one answer. Pro-
viding them with marketahle vocational skills 15
another equally, if not more, important solution.

n 1995, in cooperation with the Pan Pacific
Hotel, Unicef initiated the Youth Career Develop-
ment Programme and recruited ten girls from
northern Thailand as trainees. The aim was to
improve their career prospects and long-term fi-
naneinl security by giving them basic vocational
skills

“Yeumg women in the North are at the greatest
ik of biang sexually exploited,” says Dr Kitiva
“That 15 why we consider them a priority.”

Il ten trainees in the programme’s first year
were uffered jobs with the hotel prompting five

more hotels - the Grand Hyatt Erawan, the For-
tune Blue Wave Hotel, the Regent. the Shangri-La
andd the Sheraton Grand Sukhumvit — to join the
programnes this year

Most of the 35 tranees came from Chiang I
which 1~ notorious as a source of girls for the sex
trade. While some are Thai, other are from minor
itv hilliribes such as the Akha and Shan. Despite
their different backgrounds, they all share a com-
mon legacy of entrenched poverty and the risk 1t
hrings ol being exploited.

“Mx family is poor. My parents grow corn but
Wt = nat our land They are just poorly-paid woik-
vra” savs Aree Chuensrimongkol. 20, from an
Akha hilltribe in Cluang Raio “Pm the Ofth of nine
children, but the first to get an education.”

Aree was only able to finish Matthayom Three
carlier this year with a scholarship from the Devel

opment and Education Programme for Daughters
and Communities Centre non-government organi-
sation. Despite her secondary education, Aree still
felt uncertain about her future.

“My older sister wanted me to go south,” she
says, using the euphemism for entering the sex
trade. “But | wasn't ready. | was too young.”

] was always confused about my future; about
what | wanted to be. Now I know. I'm happy that
I'm going to have a profession ... to be a cook.”

The 35 girls were divided into small groups that
went to each hotel where they were taught various
huspitality =kills and basic English.

Although they trained scparately. they lived to-
gether at the Girl Guide's Association near Victory
Monument and soon forged a strong sisterhood.

“We usually got up at five in the morning. When
we finished our daily routine, we hurried to catch
the bus to our hotels,” says Wanlee Chuenwanarat,
a 17-year-old Akha girl, adding that this is her first
time in Bangkok.

Each training day began with either an English
lesson or a hospitality skill training cluss with the
afternoon devoted to practising what they learnt.
Fvery Saturday a guest speaker would give a lee-
ture about their particular area of expertise.

*“The programme is not about creating employ-
ment in the hotel industry. It’s about empowerment
and giving an opportunity With the completion of
this programme, these young girls have the choice
about how to live their lives.” emphasises pro-
gramme organiser and Pan Pacific gencral manag:
er, Douglas Louden.

Each month, the trainees attended o workshop
on social topics such as Aids and family planni

“We also informed them about child rights, child
exploitation and the problems and situations of
their communities,” adds Dr Kitiya.

Some people were concerned the girls would not
want to return home after they were exposed to the
Juxurious life they saw in the plush hotels they
worked in.

“Before beginning the programme, we talked
about this concern seriously. We decided that if we
didn't bring these girls here to train them, it is
highly likely that they would come by themsclves
and end up in much more dangerous places.” says
Dr Kitiya. “But if we can ensure them a better
future, it is worth doing s0.”

After the course. the girls can follow their will.
They can return home or accept any job that might
be offered by the hotels.

Whatever they choose, the programme is « sign
that the private sector is aware of the prob-
lems of child exploitation and prostitution and is
willing to help with youth development.

“Though we and our NGO (non-government or-
ganisation) allies work closely with poor communi-
ties, there is a limit to what we can achieve on our
own. With expertise and financial support from the
private sector, more young people can be helped.”
explains Dr Kitiya.

“With a little help from each company. the pri-
vate sector can effectively introduce these under
privileged young people into the world of work,”
Dr Kitiya goes on.

Reflecting their new opportunities, Wanlee
Ch

at, a 17-year-old Akha hilitribe girl,

recalls her bitter past.

“1 used 10 dream asbout being an astronaul so
that [ could come close to the stars high above,”
Wanlee says. "I knew, though, that the dream was
too high for me.”

Disappointed. she turned her attention to more
earthly matters and set her sights on getting a
teaching degree and being a khru doy - a teacher
on the hill.

“] want to help my younger peers in my hilltribe
to get a higher education. In our village, we have
only a primary school. Very few can afford to
further their studies down the hill.” she explains.

But Wanlee has little hope of achieving her
drenm as she only finished secondary school. How-
ever, after completing the hotel hospitality train.
ing course, the Akha girl has set her sights high
once more

“I will get a job in a hotel in Chiang Mai or
Chiang Rai so | can afford my own education und
get a teaching degree.”

With the Youth Career Development Pro-
gramme. Wanlee got her second chance

Nute: Anvone interested in the Youth Carcer Devel-
opment Programme can call Dr Kitiva Phornsadja
at Unicef on 280-5931 ext 912 or the Pan Pacific Hotel
on 6329000 (fax 632.9011)

O “We Care” 15 u weekly series honouring people
who beliere in giving. You can show you care by
supporting the projects featured. You can also let us
know ubout people who unselfishly help others so we
can honour them in these pages. Fax “We Cure” on
240-3666 or call 240-3700 ext 3208 or 3212.

SINCE 1735 THERE HAS

NEVER BEEN A QUARTZ BLANCPAIN WATCH.

AND THERE NEVER WILL BE.

personal jewelers since 1946

Tok Kwang Jewelers Lp, 224-226 Sdom Road (Nex! lo Naral Hotel). Tel. 233-0858, 234-8154

Tok Kwang, The Regent Bangkok_ 155 Rajadamd Road Tel 250-0735-6
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Shows compassion
for Aids victim at
shelter for prostitutes

S First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton confronted Thailand’s
ftragedy of child prostitution, giving
jeomfort to a girl dying of Aids and
idespairing at the plight of thousands
bf youngsters sold into flesh trade.
Visiting a shelter for prostitutes
from the poor ethnic hilltribes. Mrs
linton said that the girls had few
Pptions.

“I don't know if [ could have done
well as vou if [ had never held a
_dcil before [ was 25 vears old.” she
id.

# On her second dav of visit to Thai-
d, the first lady toured the New

First Lady Hillary Clinton among hilltribe women and girls at New Life Centre yesterday.

Life Centre, a shelter for 151 hilltribe
girls at risk of being sold into prosti-
tution or already rescued from broth-
els. It was founded in 1987 by two US
Baptist missionaries with 40 vears
experience in Thailand. Paul and
Elaine Lewis,

Mrs Clinton was told of one case
where an HIV-positive girl was kept
working in a brothel until she was too
sick.

As the US first lady left. she walked
to a wheelchair-bound girl from the
shelter’s hospice for Aids patients.
touched her wrist and spoke some
words of encouragement. The girl
pressed her hands together in a wai.

The girl, Mi Cha Ach Mae, 18, has
an estimated two weeks to live. Sold
by her tamily as a maid when she was
10. she eventually was forced into
prostitution. Police raided the broth-
el where she worked a year ago. Medi-
cal tests revealed she was HIV-pos-

itive,

The first lady mentioned the coop-
eration between Thailand and the US
to fight Aids, citing the vaccine tests
in Thailand and joint research on
Aids.

Mrs Clinton later visited Doi
Suthep and Chiang Mai University.

At the university, the first lady
gave a J30-minute speech which
touched on democracy, market econo-
my, women's and children’s issues.

She said investment in human re-
sources, especially women and chil-
dren, is key to sustaining social and
economic development. “No country
can move forward into the 21st centu-
ry if half its population is left on the
margin,” she noted.

She called for investment in educa-
tion for girls. saving it was doubly
beneficial. [t will enable voung wom-
en to plan for their future. seek and
hold jobs that will earn them increas-

o —

Minister Chavalit Yon

ton
Aemnhng to omﬁmg Deputy Pre-
mier and Foreign Minister Amnuay

Viravan, Mr Banharn will represent
the government at the “formal” re-
ception for Mr Clinton due to be held
this morning at the Bhimarn
Palace.

Gen Chavalit will have a “private”
meeting with the US leader this after-
noon, Mr Amnuay added.

Speaking to reporters separately, -
Gen Chavalit said he expected the '
meeting with Mr Clinton to be mainly -
an occasion for introductions, as only

about 10-15 minutes had been allotted
for it.

Otherwise, there might be general -

discussion about cooperation in this
part of the world, and ways of achiev-
ing it, Gen Chavalit added.

Asked if he would raise the ques-
tion of Thailand suffering a trade def-

icit with the US for the first time in .
many years, Gen Chavalit said he -
thought this would be unlikely as .
such a discussion would require time *

and preparation at the level of of-
ficials.

According to the Thai Farmers
Bank's research unit, Thailand dur-
ing the first six months this vear suf-
fered a deficit of 2.9 billion baht. the
first time in 12 years with what is one
of the country's oldest trading
partners.

Hillary decries trafficking of girls for sex

ing income.”

She said Thailand was well repre-
sented at the United Nations Fourth
World Conference on Women in Beij-
ing last year.

"“Today, the National Commission
on Women's Affairs, working with a
growing NGO movement in Thailand,
is taking steps in various ways to
improve the status of women through
community action to help battered
women and spare them from enslave-
ment of forced prostitution, to name a
few.” said Mrs Clinton. She praised
the Thai government and NGOs for
their 1mpresswe accomplishments on
women's issues.

The first lady also praised Thailand
for providing shelter to refugees from
Burma. She however said the refu-
gees would not be able to return home
unless there is a dialogue between the
Burmese junta and pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Route 1, Box 72
Tichnor, AR 72166
December 10, 1996

The Honorable Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500-2000

Dear President Clinton:

The Gillett Farmers and Businessmen's Club would like to
cordially request the honor of your presence, along with your
spouse or guest, at the Annual Coon Supper. It will be held
on January 10, 1997, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Gillett
High School gymnasium. -

This occasion helps to recognize and support the athletic
department of Gillett High School. So, it is with great
honor and pride that we ask you to join us in the fun and
fellowship of this annual event.

Respectfully yours,

‘ /2. -Camu intnejgeen 70U
L:b\ggtlgyffj\AA/vaL | '

Butch T ' 7
Pgo;ramugzzzrman ‘ \Sz$uiu1t) X ’

R.S.V.P. (501-548-2526)

%?S_——-_.___
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PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20500-2000
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The President of the United States of America

and Mrs Hillary Rodham Clinton.
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The President of the United States of America
and Mrs. William Jefferson Clinton

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500
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OF MANY THINGS

WO DISTANT but pleasant
memories of the great Lena Horne: As a
boy of seven, I returned from the movies
and told my mother, who was cooking
dinner, that I had just seen “the most beau-
tiful lady I ever saw.” Intrigued by my
enthusiasm, my mother figured out whom
1 meant from my convoluted descriptions
of scene and plot, and she said with a
smile (it turned out she was a big fan) that
“the lady” was Lena
Horne and that I had
excellent taste.

Exactly 23 years later,
I was driving through
the crowded Yale-
gownie section of New
Haven in heavy traffic,
when the radio offered
Lena’s electric version
of the Jerome Kern/
Dorothy Field song “A
Fine Romance.” I grew
so attentive and anxious
not to miss the hint of a
beat that I pulled over
and double-parked in
mid-street to luxuriate,
thereby avoiding count-
less collisions but
prompting countless curses.

Lena Horne has that effect on people.
We Jesuits at America House can gladly
testify to it, after being graced by her vis-
its here in recent years. In person, Lena is
very different from her public persona.
She is soft-spoken, completely un-theatri-
cal, highly intelligent and articulate
(unlike most stars), and gifted with a
warm sense of humor and a potent grasp
of human folly. Like most singers, she has
an exceptionally pleasant speaking voice,
rhythmic and flexible, and an ease with
emphasis the rest of us simply envy. No
other star—her career began in 1933!—
knew well so many artists in the entertain-
ment world. With some coaxing, she will
recount (usually funny) stories about Fats
Waller, Duke Ellington, Count Basie,
Billy Holliday, Tony Bennett, Billy
Strayhorn, Louis B. Mayer (“Im-possi-
ble”), Ava Gardner (her closest friend at
M-G-M), Artie Shaw—and the effect on
the listener is much like following
W. B. Yeats in his poem “The Municipal
Gallery Revisited” and appreciating his

AMERICA (ISSN 0002-7049) is
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closing lines: “Think where man’s glory
most begins and ends,/ And say my glory
was I had such friends.”

At long last the public will be able to
see the “true” Lena Horne and appreciate
what we at America House already know.
On Monday night, Nov. 25, at 9 P.M.
(ET), PBS stations will be presenting an
hour-long documentary entitled “Lena
Horne: In Her Own Voice.” It is an excel-
lent production, the
latest in the outstand-
ing biography series,
“American Masters.”

The title is accurate
in that the narrative is
provided by Lena
Horne herself through
well-selected snippets
of interviews through-
out her life. Her story
is a gripping one,
recounted with hon-
esty and occasional
passion. It is also
immensely educative
(especially for our
younger generations),
because it reminds us
of sad chapters (within
living memory, to boot) of our country’s
history of bigotry. The presentation, like
Lena herself, is never hokey or sentimen-
tal, however; the events speak for them-
selves and need no embellishment.

Other “voices” complement Lena’s own
narrative. The best by far (and here is a
prejudice of mine showing) is the voice
of her daughter, Gail Lumet Buckley, who
is a columnist for AMERICA. Other com-
mentators are the singers Bobby Short
and Joe Williams, the journalist Liz Smith,
the comedian Alan King, the actor Ossie
Davis. All offer insight but are mere spear-
carriers in the drama.

My only minor complaint is that we
don’t hear enough of Lena singing. For
some unfathomable reason, she is self-dep-
recating about her talent, when in truth she
is a terrific singer. We are treated to
snatches of her singing performances in
M-G-M movies and in TV duets with
Frank Sinatra and Judy Garland, but this is
like offering one peanut to the munchy-
starved. Thank the Lord for CD’s and, of
course, for Lena Horne. G.W.H.
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