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Sm.tl, apukltng snowflakes, 
gently, one by one, 

rede a whole new world 
of beauty as they fall... 

Small acts of kindness 
given heart to heart 

transform our lives with love, 
the greatest gift of all . 



T H E WHI TE HOl l SE 

December 18, 1996 

Alan Dershowitz is coming out with a new book titled The 
Vanishing American Jew, In Search of Jewish Identity for the 
Next Century. It is a sequel to his best seller Chutzpah. Mr. 
Dershowitz wrote to you ( attached) asking that you "say 
something positive" about the book that could be used on the 
book jacket. 

Counsel strongly advises against this and will decline for you 
unless you indicate otherwise. 

. : . . 



A!.-\N M. DERSHOWITZ 
Pdix Prur11ifururr Proftssor ~f l.a.t1• 

President William J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20S02 

Dear President Clinton: 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 
1575 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

CAMBlUDGF. •MASSACHUSETTS• 02158 

December 11, 1996 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

Congratulations! Your victory was wonderful. The bridge to the 21st Century is secure. I have 
just tried to forge another bridge to the 21st Century, namely a Jewish bridge. I have completed a new 
book on the Jewish future in America ... It is a sequel to Chutzpah which was on the #1 New York Times 
best seller list. In my new book, The Vanishing American Jew, In Search of Jewish Identity for the Nert 
Century, I call for positive Jewish ideals for the coming century. I explore predictions concerning the 
demographic demise of the Jewish community in America as a result oflow birth rates and high 
assimilation. Demographers are predicting that we will virtually disappear by the end of the 21. st Century. 
I know you will agree with me that would be bad for not only Jews but all Americans. 

In my book I credit you with being the single most important force for ending institutional anti­
Semitism in America. I write proudly about the Rosh Hashanah on Martha's Vineyard synagogue where 
you become the first American President in history to attend Jewish high holiday services. I also 
characterize you as the first President for whom Jewishness was not a negative factor in appointing 
people to any office. 

I am hoping you might be willing to say something positive which could be used on my book 
jacket. May I respectfully propose the following: 

"The future of American Jewish life is important to all Americans, since: American 
Jews have contributed so much to our nation's history. Alan's Chutzpah on behalf 
of Jews around the world has been an important force. [His views deserve careful 
consideration."] 

Anything like the above would be wonderful. 

Keep up your extraordinary work on behalf of all the values we share. 

Happy Chanukah and Merry Christmas. 

Alan M. Dershowitz • 
Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law 

AMD/fej 
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Why Jews Should Vole for CHnton 

The 1992 presidential 

election should not even 

pose a close question 

for American Jews who 

care deeply about Israel 

and Jewish values. The 

Clinton-Gore ticket is 

one of the most strongly 

pro-Israel combinations 

in recent history, And 

for those of us who believe that sup­
pon for brae( ls good for America and 
good for world peace, electing the 
Clinton-Core tkket will serve the over• 
all interesu of the United States. 

Moreover, Preaidem Bush has bcr.n 
the most strident!>· anti-Isr.1.d Anted­
can president in recent history. De~pite 
current cffons ta revise history by 
claiming that Bush ha., helped Israel 
in numerous ways, the reality is that 
George Bush has never liked brae!. 
When he was vice-president, he gener­
ally aligned himself with the Caspar 
Weinberger wing within the National 
Security Co\.lncll. ~ president, he and 
his then-secretary of state, Jitn Baker, 
have tilted this nation', foreign policy 
away from support for Israel and to­
ward a more pro-Arab and pro-Pak~ 
tinian stance . 

Perhaps the most dc~tructive single 
act of perfidy toward Israel was the 
Bu~h administration's decision to re­
nege-even if only temporarily-on its 
promised loan guarantees to help seule 
R11:\sian immigrants. Never before has 
an American adinini~tration linked hu• 
mntiifarirm ;iid-if loan guarantee~ to 

.92 MDMfljf. ocroau 199: 

thou!rand lobbyist.~ 1111 tlll' a reliable borrower can 
even be called aill-to the 
disputed political policiej 
of a sister democracy. The 
impact of the Bush admini• 
stration's reneging is be­
yond calculation, since it 
sent auch a negative mes­
sage to the tens of thou­
sands of Russian Jt!ws who 
were seriously considering 
aliJah. The message was 
that unemployment and 
h,owing 1hortages for new 

ALANM, 
DERSHOWITZ 

I lill work.Ing the otl1t:r ~itlt• 
of the quellion. Wr i,t1,1 
one lilt.le lonc:ly guy down 
here doing iL" Tiuit ill-con­
ceived Jtatemcnt gcn~­
rued a torrent uf anti­
semitic mall and phone 
calls to the \\'bite I loU$t. 

praising President nu~h 
for finally standing up to 
jewilh power." I do not ac­
cuse President Bu5h of 

immigrants would continue indefinitely 
In Israel, and that they faced extremely 
bleak prospects for themselves and 
their families if they decided to up­
root lhcir live, in Russia . 

Many RuMianjews, who might well 
have made aliJah had lhe loan 

guarantees gone through, lindoubtcdly 
changed their mindi; and dec:ldcd to 
take their chances in Russia, dcllpltc 
continuing thre.au of in$tability and 
scapegoating of Je'l<tfS. In my exten,iivc 
work with Ru~,ian Jews. I have heard 
more than 2 f~w of them cxprcsi: I'(!~ 

erv-,uion~ about moving to Israel on 
the b~is of a fear that they would be­
come unemployed and homelt:~~- These 
Jews were counting on lhe loan gu;\r­
antet!!I to signal a change in what 
awaited them in Israel, and the Bush 
signal wa:1 a stop .,ign. Thu.~, one of 
the most important potential aliyut in 
the history of Zionism ha!i been cur• 
tailed, hopefully only temporarily, in 
significant parr bccaus<' of the Uui1h 
adminilltratlon •~ !ihortliightccl decii<ion . 

Then there was the way Prcsidenl 
Bush dcall here at home with tht: c011-

flict over the loan guammccg. Wbcn 
gra~~rootJcws from all o\·cr lhc coun­
try-your friends and families and 
mine-went lo Washington w t!XCrci.~c 
their first Anicndmcnt right en .. peti­
tion the go\'ernmcnt for c1 rcdrc.u of 
gric .. -ances," Prc~ident Bu~h le,..ckd hi~ 
infamous attack 011 Jews who canie to 
lobby their repre~entative!I: Whik 
cl~iming to be Mup against powerful 
forces ," he desrribcd the situation hy 
~aylng, uThcn: were 3on1t:thing like a 

antisemitism, but hl5 com­
ment was surely Insensitive to the real­
ity Lhat people who are·anti.,ernltic find 
support in any prcs\dendal expression 
that relnrorccs the canardli of "cxc-cs­
sivc Jewi.~h power• and Jewish "dual l•>Y· 
alty." 

Nor has lhe Bush adminiimation 
merely' been anti.Shamir, as opposed 
to anti-(mael. Ale.hough relation~ may 
be improving somcwh:tl following tlw 
June hraeii elecdons;thc Bush admh1-
istration 's pollc:lea fly ln the fac<' of a 
nearly unanimous Israeli conS<'mu~ 011 

a wide range of issues, from the :,talu~ 
ofjcrnlllllcm LO the elurn ofthC' (;ola11 
I kight.~ and the entire WE'st Bank. iu­
cluding C\'<:n those portions of it lhal 
arc crucial l() Im1<:l's security. 

C Iimon and Core, on the olhc:r 
hand, hi,·e deep and long-term 

commitment~ to lsn1.el. Senator GoH' 
ha., been om· of lsrael'.s scauncl1cst sup­
porters in the Congress over thr p:lSt 
16 yc-ars. He has supported aid to Js. 
racl, opposed arm!I sale~ to lsrat'l 's <-'ll· 

cmics. oppo~cd the granting of vi,ms 
to Y3~~r Arafat and supponecl the loan 
guaranlces to bract. He hM c1l:m bl·t·11 

an important friend of Russian J~"T} 

Gov,~rnor Clinton, too, has alway~ bc:cn 
in li.rael's corner, despite the fac1 thnt 
1hc state he has governed h:u a :;m:1ll 
Jewish populalion, ki he Slid in a n:­
cent speech, "I have believed in sup­
porting Israel al long ag 1 h:wc known 
anything about the i.que.1

' CoH·rnor 
Clinton and his wife visited Israel i11 
1981 with his pastor. He explained: 

"For the last several years until 11<' 
died. I \l:as very much under the inlh1· 



cnce of my pa~tor ;n a 

Why Jews Should Vote tor Bush 
Not by Henry Kissinger of Arab force will lie 

small Baptist church , 
"r not-so-small church . 

We tried, folks .... Last June, as election fe11er was rising, we decided ahlc to defeat her 
militarily and when h­
rae I feels secure 
enough to make con­
ccs.\ions that will not 
endanger her security. 

Little Rock, Arkan­
:ias . He was a close 
friend of hracl and 
began visiting t:vcn 
before the Stale or Is­
rael wa:1 created. And 
when he was on his 
deathbed, he said to 
me that he hoped 
some da~· I woulq have 
a chance to run for 
president but that if [ 
c:ver let Israel down , 
God would never for­
give me." 

to ask two prominent, insightful public figures to write for MOMENT on why 
Jews should vote for each of the candidates-Alan Dershowitz for Clinton 
and Henry Kissinger for Bush. 

Dershowltz said yes and the director of strategic planning of the Bush/ 
Quayle Campaign agreed on the phone to work to obtain Kissinger's 
statement. On July 6, 1992, we wrote the Bush/Quayle Campaign with 
details regarding the length and due date for Or. Kissinger's article and 
requested confirmation of the forthcoming article. Associate Editor Yosef 
Abramowitz received confirmation in our office by phone four days later. 

On other issues of 
concern to the Je"isli 
community-the 
separation of church 
and st.ate, civil liber­
ties, a woman's righ, 
to choice-President 
Bush ha, been on the 
wrong side and Gov-' 
crnor Ointon on· the 
correct side. Mott par­
ticularly, when it 
comes to the Su• 
preme Court and the 
judiciary in general, 
the Bush appoint­
ments have been me­
diocre at best and di­
Sc"\Strous at worst. The 
nomination of Clar­
ence Thomas wu bad 
enough, but when 

Dershowitz submitted his statement on time, even doing a revision 
soon enough to meet our publication schedule. . 

Governor Clinton 
has castigated Presi­
dent Bush for his com­
ment.1 about the Jew­
ish effort to lobby in 
favor of loan guaran­
tees: 

The campaign told us that the Kissinger statement would be late. We 
were told, however, that he did ha11e in his hands a draft article that 
needed revisions. There would be a delay whRe he worked on It. Our 
design deadline was long gone. Frequent calls from MOMENT led to 
assurances from the campaign office that Bush's distinguished Jewish 
supporter, Max Fisher, and the White House were urging Kissinger to-get 
his piece to MOMENT. Don't call the Kissinger office, we were instructed; 
leave everything to us. Still no article. 

NI am very con­
cerned about the dam­
age that has been 
done to our relation­
ship to Israel by the 
.. ·,h administration . 

Then, as the Wal/ Street Journal reported in an article on the Bush 
campaign on August 14, MOMENT was finally told by the Bustv'Quayle 
Campaign-over three weeks after our deadline-that we would not 
receive anything from Dr. Kissinger. (Subsequent calls to Kissinger's 
office Informed us that he never told anyone at campaign headquarters 
that he would write the article.) 

Some say that we should never have believed the repeated assurances 
• from Bush/Quayle headquarters that the promised artlcle would come. 
We did. -S.F.S. 

.;ident Bush 1ll presi conference on . 
September 12 [1991) was one of the 
~'Ont days in the hbtory of our cwo 
nation's relationships. His cidlous re­
rtt3rks against the American Jewish 
t:ommunity and its efforts to partici­
pate in our system or democr.acy were 
an affront to the basic right of all 
A..merican!I to speak. frc-ely and to try 
:o influence the political process. 

"In the intervening months, this ad­
ninistration has pressured Israel rc­
entlessly to make .one-sided conccs­
ion~ in the peace process. It has ig-
1orcd the cruel and crippling Arab 
,oycott and other road blocks to peace 
1 favor of focusing only on those 
1ings that Israel has done with which 

dingrees. The administration has 
nposed condition5 on loan guaran­
·cs to Israel while granting more th,m 
12 billion in loan guarantees to Arab 
~tiom, Including Iraq. without one 
:1glc condition. 
"Its rejection of 1,racfs rcquc:~t for 
unanitarian assistance for hundreds 
J•1ousands of Russian immigrants ha~ 

,sed new hardships on these inno­
, ll refugees seeking to begin new 
cs. Thi:i is no wa~· to treat a steady 
end , a naunch ally and a stable de-

mocracy, llnd, .. as prealdent. I will put 
an end to it. Because of the develo(>­
mcnu In Israel, which are encourag­
ing to all of us who hope for peace, 
thi3 administr<ltion will now spend the 
next four months trying to make you 
forget the l:1~t four year:s. l\ut you 
should not forget the cold shoulder 
and even the back of ics hand the ad­
ministration gave to Israel." 

I f you agree ...,ith me that Presidem 
Bush hu been bad for Israel, bad 

for Jews and bad for all Americans duf'­
ing his fim term, just imagine what a 
disa~ter he could be during a second 
ccrm-whi!ri he i.f 1101 utlting rttler.tion. A 
second-term presicienl i, not as con­
Slrained by domestic electoral consid­
erations as a first-term president-and 
is thus far less responsive to constitu­
ents such u the Jewish vote and .Jew­
ish organizaliom. He can do what he 
really believes In foreign policy. And if 
his first term i~ an}· guide, what he bc­
lieve:1 about israel docs not bode well 
for l:lrael'~ security and for the pros­
pect~ of peace in the Middle East . 
Peace in the Middle East "ill only come 
when che Arabs rcaliz<' thal Israe l is 
here to stay and that no combination 

President Bush de­
clared him to l>c the 

most qualified lal'l-yer in this country 
for nomination to the Supreme Court, 
he insulted the intelligence o( all 
Americans. Even apart from judicial ap­
pointments. the Bush Justice Depart• 
mcnt has pressed for overruling Su­
preme Court deci~ions prohibiting re• 
ligious pr-.1.ycr-almo~t always Chrisllan 
in content-at public school events, 
has advocated the overruling of &w v. 
Wadt and hu called for an: anachro­
niAtic construction of the Bill of Rights 
Lhat docs not t.'\l.:e imo account the 
dra.nic change:i; that have occurred in 
this country since it wa11 a primitive 
eighteenth-centur}' rcvoluLionary soci­
ety ln which onl)' white , Protestant, 
l:lnd-ownlng males ,,·rote the laws and 
voted for the lawmakers. 

By every standard-Israel.Jewish val­
ues, civil libenics, the economy-the 
choice for American Jews in 1992 is 
clear: President Bush must not be given 
a second tt>rm durinsi; which he will be 
even wone for je'f'ish cor:icerns and. for · 
the concern~ of all Americans. We have 
a real alternative th:n will be good for 
Jews and for all Americans: President 
Bill Clinton and \'ice-President Al 
Gore. ei 
·o Alan M. Dc1"1howiti 190'.? 
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TO: TODD STERN 
EVELYN LIEBERMAN 

FROM: JIMDORSKIND~~ DATE: December 19, 1996 

COMMEMORATIVE PROCLAMATION REQUEST 

Commemoration Title: 

Commemoration Date: 

Requestor Name: 

Request Date: 

Congressional Support: 

Contact Telephone#: 

History: 

NOTES: 

Religious Freedom Day 

January 16, 1997 

Dr. John Palo, Executive Director, Alliance fdi98M~~?aq m~b8Jm 
of Religion Day 

October 17, 1996 

None 

None 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The President issued "Religious Freedom Day, 1996" on 
his own initiative on January 16, 1996. 
There was no request for a proclamation in 1995, and none 
was issued. 
The President issued "Religious Freedom Day, 1994" on 
January 14, 1994, at the request of Congress. 
President Bush issued "Religious Freedom Day, 1993" on 
December 9, 1992, at the request of Congress. 

The President should probably issue this proclamation given its 
history and his commitment to and interest in the subject of 
religious freedom. 

Please indicate approval or disapproval of a PROCLAMATION, or another 
recommendation: 

TDS L -~--------



T 11 I•: \V 11 IT E II O ll S I•: 

December 18, 199(iHf Pfi!EStOEJH HAS SE.[;--; 

i .) \ o-0 \'\ (., 

Sally Katzen and Elaine Ka.,marck are recommending that you 
approve a final rule to cHange the date on which Social Security 
checks are mailed out for new recipients. Checks would be 
mailed on the second, third or fourth Wednesdays of each 
month (rather than on the third day, as is now the case), 
depending on a recipient's birthdate. The change wouldn't 
affect current recipients. 

This is a customer service idea proposed last year by the Vice 
President. It is designed to relieve the crush that occurs every 
month -- burdening Social Security toll free lines, the U.S. 
Postal Service, and banks -- when 50 million checks go out all 
at once. When the proposed rule was published in the Federal 
Register, there was very limited comment, almost all favorable. 
AARP and the Paralyzed Veterans of America have not raised 
serious objections. Treasury, the Fed, the Post Office and the 
banking and business community are supportive. 

Downside risk: the later monthly payments will generate income 
to the Trust Fund from the "float" -- some $1 billion over five 
years -- and new beneficiaries could feel angry that this money 
wasn' t ending up in their pockets, or cheated compared to 
current beneficiaries, who would still get paid on the third day 

<, of the month. Leon does not object to the new rule, but 
ftrongly believes that congressional outreach must be done 

~ ~ , \before any final decision to go ahead with the rule. 

~ ~ ~ A~rove Approve contin~t on 
~¼~~le~ cong. consultation'y_ Disapprove_ Discuss_ 

¼. r. ~ Todd St~ 

• ~ \ Phil CaplanK,,J/ 
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'SHf. PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
1)-lc)ol'i (.,, 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: .ELAINE C. ~AND SALLY KA TZE$-

SUBJECT: SOCIAL SECURITY PAYMENT CYCLING 

BACKGROUND 
In the spring of 1995, the REGO team and 0MB undertook a review of SSA as part of the 

second comprehensive management review of the government. In discussing obstacles to even 
more successful customer service on the part of SSA, the Vice President heard from the SSA 
team that ID1. monthly social security payments (about 50 million) are currently paid on the third 
of each month. This results in peak workloads for SSA and the banking and business 
communities. Currently, SSA's award winning toll free help line receives more than two million 
calls on the day after payments are received, compared with just over 400,000 calls per day 
during the rest of the month. The result is that SSA cannot serve the citizens as it should when 
they have questions about their checks. At the beginning of the month citizens hear busy signals 
all too often; by the end of the month the SSA toll free lines have excess capacity. 

The burden of sending out so many checks on the same day (about 25 million payments 
are by check and the other 25 million are paid electronically) affects other segments of the 
economy as well. U.S. Postal Services' deliveries spike upwards of about 25 million one day 
each month. The once a month flood of deposits is so overwhelming that banks literally have to 
stop all other business and devote their entire operation to processing the payments. Criminals 
know that all Social Security checks are sent out on the same day and target fraud and theft. 

Finally, SSA has made great strides in their 1-800 telephone service and in automation. 
They intend to retire the baby boom with no increase in the number of workers that they have 
now--because of the productivity increases they have achieved. Failure to even out the workload 
throughout the month in time for the baby boom will severely jeopardized their ability to retire 
the baby boom and improve customer service. 

REGO RECOMMENDATION 
The Vice President suggested to Commissioner Chater that it was time to change the one 

day a month system and even out payments over the entire month. The SSA team welcomed the 
suggestion and proceeded to conduct research, including focus groups, on the change. They 
found that as long as we did not change the date that checks were sent to current beneficiaries but 
started the new system for new beneficiaries Qllll'., future beneficiaries felt that it was worth 
making the change in order to achieve improved customer service. 

The proposal was announced on April 12, 1995 by the Vice President as part of the 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Franklin Roosevelt ' s death. He noted that "Social 
Security is one of FDR's most important legacies to the nation" and that we would have "a 
system ready for the next century, providing world class service to its customers." 
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It made the front page of most national newspapers and of most national and local 
television shows. SSA readied their phone systems to receive hundreds of thousands of calls 
from current retirees who were assured that their payment date would not change. There were 
not negative stories. 

THE RULE CHANGE • 
Shortly thereafter, SSA began working on all the things needed to change fhe rule, and by 

the time it was ready to put into the Federal Register for the required comment period, we were 
into 1996. Throughout the extensive public comment period, the rule received only 17 
comments (a very small number for a major regulation change), virtually all of them were 
favorable. In addition, SSA conducted an outreach meeting at which only two organizations, 
AARP and Paralyzed Veterans of America, chose to attend. Neither raised any serious 
objections. Treasury, the Post Office, the Federal Reserve System and the banking and business 
community were strongly supportive. 

DELAY OF THE FINAL RULE 
Before the rule went final, however, Leon Panetta asked for a review. After extensive 

discussions, the Vice President agreed with Leon that finalizing the rule in the summer of an 
election year could invite political demagoguery by the Republicans. Given the importance of 
the rule to SSA, they too agreed that its final implementation should be delayed until after the 
election in order to make sure that it did not, in some way, become political fodder. 

WISH TO GO AHEAD WITH THE RULE 
We believe that it is now time to finalize the rule so that SSA can begin payment cycling 

with new beneficiaries sometime next year. However, given the sensitivity with which every 
change in Social Security is viewed, we felt it was best to review the pros and cons so that you 
are aware of any and all consequences. 

Advantages (discussed above): 
- better customer service; 
- less fraud and theft; 
- less burden on banking system and postal system; 
- enables further improvements in the service given on SSA's award winning 1-800 

telephone service; 
- first step towards getting the system ready to handle the baby boom retirees. 

Disadvantages: 
- because new beneficiaries (who would have received their checks on the third day of the 

month after they turned 65) will now receive them on the second, third, or fourth Wednesday of 
the month--depending on their birthdates--the Trust Fund will save some money on "the float." 

- "the float" is not big in terms of the size of the Trust Fund but it does amount to nearly 
$1 billion in savings over the next five years because the numbers we deal with in SSA are so 
huge. We will not advertise the savings since the purpose of this change is customer service, not 
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savings. However, because this is a major rule, there is an accompanying cost-benefit analysis 
which would be available to anyone on request. 

- if someone picks up on the saving issue it could result in new beneficiaries feeling they 
were "cheated" out of money owed them, even though there is no statutory requirement to make 
these payments on the third of the month. For each beneficiary, the lost interest income will be, 
on average, $.25 per month. It could also result in politicians using this to say we are "cutting" 
benefits (a charge that we did not want to respond to in the midst of a political campaign). 

- new beneficiaries may compare their payment dates with current beneficiaries and feel 
somehow "cheated." This could result in a situation similar to the "notch" baby situation that has 
plagued government for years. 

DECISION 
Go ahead with the final rule -------

Do not go ahead with the rule _____ _ 

Need more discussion ----------
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 19, 1996 

MEMORANDUM TO THE ~~;im~-11 

FROM: STEPHANIE STREETT 'CJ 
SUBJECT: SCHEDULING DECISIONS 

CC: EVELYN LIEBERMAN 

ACCEPT 

Date of Event: 

1/7/97 

1/17/97 

Jan. tbd 

Jan. tbd 

PENDING 

Date of Event: 

12/20/97 

Description of Event: 

Reception For the Women's Leadership Forum, 
White House 

Breakfast Reception For the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors, White House 

Meeting With Noach Dear 

Ron Klain says it is fine to do this meeting after the 
first of the year. 

Meeting With Senator Kennedy 

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the legislative 
agenda for the upcoming year. 

Description of Event: 

5 Minute Phone Call Interview With Michael Frisby 
of the Wall Street Journal 

Frisby is writing a piece on Walter Moseley. 



1/7/97 - 1/10/97 

1/21/97 - 1/23/97 

1/25/97 

1/28/97 

Jan. tbd 

Jan. tbd 

2/13/97 - 2/14/97 

2/23/97 - 2/25/97 

REGRET 

Date of Event: 

1/12/97 

White House Event Honoring the 1996 Stanley Cup 
Champions, the Colorado Avalanche 

The Avalanche will be on the east coast during this 
time. 

Speech at Opening Ceremony of the National Women's 
Business Center at the Small Business Administration, 
Washington, DC 

Alfalfa Dinner, Washington, DC 

~.. Carnegie Hall Gala in Honor oflsaac Stem, New York 

~ The Main Hall auditorium will be dedicated in honor 
Of Isaac Stern's life-long dedication to Carnegie Hall. 

Meeting With Father Leo O'Donovan 

He has asked to see you at some point in the future to 
discuss your second term. 

Photo With Alex Forger, Outgoing President of the 
Legal Services Corporation 

Visit the UCLA Academic Health Center, Los Angeles, CA 

This center is a comprehensive cancer center. You could 
meet with cancer survivors and research staff which 
would highlight the Administration's efforts in cancer 
research, including tobacco and youth. 

Speech to the American Council on Education, Washington, 
DC 

lli~i.QU..Qf Event: 

Dedicate the Jewish Community Center' s Newly Renovated 
Site "Center in the City," Washington, DC 



1/27/97 

Jan. tbd 

Speech to Georgia Campaign For Adolescent Pregnancy 
Prevention Conference, Atlanta, GA 

( 
Town Hall Meeting at the Home of Weldon and Connie <; Latham 

/~ 
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TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20500 

DATE: _)_1_,,._(.;_)_ 

Staff Secretary 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

December 18, 1996 

One year ago today, the Administration announced a freeze on implementing the 
crossborder trucking provisions of NAFTA. Today, we still face a serious policy logjam. 
Your leadership is needed to find a fair and swift solution to this vital trade issue. 

Mr. President, you courageously supported NAFTA in your first term because you 
knew it was good for America - good for the economy, good for business, and good for 
consumers. The NAFTA partnership is essential to our nation's future. 

The freeze on crossborder trucking is not just a trucking issue. With over 85 
percent of U.S.-Mexico trade moving by truck, NAFTA's overall success hinges on 
efficient crossborder trucking operations. Continued imposition of the freeze has strained 
our relations with Mexico, stymied resolution of other essential bilateral transportation 
issues, and denied the United States the benefits of expanded trade. 

Like you, we are committed to moving traffic safely on our nation's highways and 
across our borders. However, the safety argument used to delay the border opening was 
based upon unsupported claims. Since the delay, state enforcement officials and the 
governors of the four Southern border states have said they are fully prepared to enforce 
the nation's safety regulations. 

NAFTA promised to bring North American trade into the 21st century. You 
helped build the bridge that can bring us there. Now we are counting on your 
leadership to let us cross. Thank you for your help with this important matter. 

as Donohue 
President 
American Trucking Associations 

Sincerely, 

E 
President 
National Industrial Transportation League 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
December 18, 1996 
Page Two 

Pilip-'A. Vasquez .;, ,., 
President 
Commercial Vehicle Safety 

Alliance 

Jose Nino 
President & CEO 
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 

Ambassador Everett E. B i s 
President 
Counci I of the Americ 

Gene S. Bergoffen 
President & CEO 
National Private Truck Council 

Richard L. Lesher 
President 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

~ ~ a~~ 
'Albert C. Zapant 
Executive Vice President 
U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce 

National Association of Manufacturers 

Andrew H. Card, Jr. 
President & CEO 
American Automobile Manufacturers· 

Association 

~#W>t-
Carlos Moore 
Executive Vice President 
American Textile Manufact 

Frank . ittredge 
Presiden 
National Foreign Trade Council 

Institute 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
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The following individuals have also requested that their names be added as 
signatories to this letter: 

Joel D. Anderson 
Executive Vice President 
California Trucking Association 

Tracy Mullin 
President 
National Retail Federation 

Richard Newpher 
Executive Director 
American Farm Bureau Federation 

Vic J. Sheppard 
Managing Director 
New Mexico Motor Carriers Association 

Terry Smalley 
Executive Vice President 
Arizona Motor Transport Association 

William W. Webb 
President 
Texas Motor Transportation Association 



SIGNATORIES TO DECEMBER 18 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT CLINTON 

Mr. Joel D. Anderson 
Executive Vice President 
California Trucking Association 
11251 Beacon Boulevard 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
(916) 373-3500 

Mr. Gene S. Bergoffen 
President 
National Private Truck Council 
66 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 600 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 683-1 300 

Ambassador Everett E. Briggs 
President 
Council of the Americas 
1310 H Street, N.W., Suite 690 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 639-0724 

Mr. Andrew H. Card, Jr. 
President & CEO 
American Automobile Manufacturers 
Association 
1401 H Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 326-5500 

Mr. Thomas Donohue 
President & CEO 
American Trucking Associations, Inc. 
2200 Mill Road 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 838-1800 

Mr. Edward M. Emmett 
President 
National Industrial Transportation League 
17800 N. Moore Street, Suite 1900 
Arlington, VA 22209 
(703) 524-5011 

Mr. Jerry J. Jasinowski 
President 
National Association of Manufacturers 
1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 
1500 North 
Washington, D.C. 20004-1790 
(202) 637-3000 

Mr. Frank D. Kittredge 
President 
National Foreign Trade Council 
1625 K Street, N.W., #1090 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 887-0278 

Mr. Richard L. Lesher 
President 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
1615 H Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20062 
(202) 659-6000 

Mr. Carlos Moore 
Executive Vice President 
American Textile Manufacturers Institute 
1801 K Street, N.W. Suite 900 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 628-0099 

Ms. Tracy Mullin 
President 
National Retail Federation 
325 7th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 783-7971 

Mr. Richard Newpher 
Executive Director 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
600 Maryland Avenue, SW, #400 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 484-3600 



Mr. Jose Nino 
President & CEO 
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
1030 15th Street, N~W., Suite 206 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 842-1212 

Mr. Terry Smalley 
Executive Vice President 
Arizona Motor Transport Association 
2111 West McDowell Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85009 
(602) 252-7559 

Mr. Vic J. Sheppard 
Managing Director 
New Mexico Motor Carriers Association 
4809 Jefferson Street, N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
(505) 884-5575 

Mr. Philip A. Vasquez 
President 
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 
5430 Grosvernor Lane, Suite 130 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
(301) 564-1623 

Mr. William W. Webb 
President 
Texas . Motor Transportation Association 
P. 0. Box 1669 
Austin, TX 78701 
(512) 478-2541 

Mr. Albert C. Zapanta 
Executive Vice President 
U .S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce 
1726 M Street, N.W., Suite 704 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 296-5198 
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Stafford. "When people cross the pick­
gives "1l!Mge!l1int more power. It 

f<r somebody to go on strike." 

'!rS Jon Jeter. Tara Mack and 
dilio contributed to this story. 

: WORMATION a£I 
·orate profile of Giant Food and the 
r, dick on the abolJe link on the 

. , .. 
(

, t I' 
) i • : • 

•. TEAMSTD\S 
UNIDM 

LOCAJ:.~9 
- --

of The Post's Web site at 
rJ.111tJShingtonpost.com 

IYI.MRYMOIIRIS-THE~,ost 

Te■maten Don camp11e11 and Chuck RamHy picketed yesterday at a Giant In McLean. 

Shoppers food Chain 
Agrees to Buyout 

SHOPPERS, From El 

'le other partner has to decided whether to buy 
r sell at that price. 
Once Dart made the offer to buy, the Hennans 

1d 60 days to decide what to do. Instead of wait­
g. they immediately agreed to sell, putting the 
·essure back on Dart, which is required by the 
,-eement to come up with the purchase price in 
sh within 60 days. Both sides rejected specula-
111 that Kenneth Herman had, in effect, called 
irt'sbluff. 
'"The other guy offered to pay $210 million to 
y half the company. We took it," said Dennis 
xk, a New York lawyer who represents the 
-nnans. 
Dart's financial records show the company has 
·y about $10 million in cash, but attorney Larry 
iafran, chairman of the executive committee of 
rt. said the company is confident it can raise 
money in time. 
We believe we can," Schafran said. "We have ar­
~ for the possibility that this would happen." 
afran would not say where Dart might raise the 
1 or who Dart would bring in to run Shoppers 
d. which is managed by Kenneth Hennan's son, 
ert, and some other family members. 
Ne are looking forward to an orderly transition 
d discuss management issues with the Her­
s,• said Schafran. "We are respectful of the Her­
s and all at Shoppers who worked as hard as 
bad to make Shoppers the ~ that it is and 

111k bward to continued growth.• 
iarces familiar with the finances of Shoppers 
rasing the money to buy the business would not 
diflicult as it appears: Shol)pers has about $100 

,n in the bank and anyone who buys the compa­
lllld immediately tap that •liank account, which 
I provide ahnost half the $210 million purchase 
. In effect, a buy.er would only need to. raise 
million or $12Omillion to get Shoppers. The 
e-arned $18.5 mDlion in profit last year, more 
;9Jllgh money to pay the interest on $120 mil-
1 debt at today's rates. • 
lfflll3lket sources have said Dart could try to 
11 lhe money from a bank or from one of sever-
11 Street firms that speciali2le in financing cor­
• buyouts. Another possibility, they have sug­
:i, is that Dart might turn to some other 
narket chain for help in financing the purchase 
ming the Shoppers stores. 
,sting in Shoppers is one of the few ways that 
side supermarket chain could break into the 
igton market. which is dominated by Giant 
llC. and Safeway Stores lnc., supermarket in­
sources said. 
ipers' checkouts rang up sales of $836 million 
11', giving the chain about 13 cents of every 
;pent in local supermarkets. The Hermans 
~t up Shoppers by emphasising low prices 
frills. while the strategy of Giant and Safeway 
D to push their broad selection and service. 

A Lost Chance on Health? 
TRENDLINES, From El 

Means health subcommittee, 
considered the savings "beyond 
anything that any professional 
health policy person felt 
achievable." 

But as the chart on Page El 
indicates, it turns out that Clinton 
and Magaziner were actually not 
optimistic enough. 

Back in the fall of 1993, the 
government's best estimate was 
that the nation would be spending 
$1.613 trillion on health care in 
the year 2000 if no changes were 
made in health policy. Now, three 
years later, the same analysts are 
predicting that health spending in 
2000 will be only $1.446 trillion. 
Another downward revision is 
expected later this month. 

There is both irony and 
tragedy in how all this played out. 

The irony is that, in the end. it 
didn't even require a major 
government effort to squeeze 
significant savings out of the 
health system. Faced with the 
failure of health refonn and the 
prospect of insurance premiums 
continuing to rise at twice and 
three times the rate of inflation, 
employers began to shop around 
for better deals. Insurers, feeling 
the spur of competition, 
demanded discounts from 
hospitals, labs and doctors. A 
wave of mergers and acquisitions 
swept through the industry. 

The benefits came quickly. In 
1994 and 1995, health insurance 
premiums rose well below the 16 
percent that government 
actuaries had predicted­
somewhere -between 1 percent 
and 7 percent, according to 
various private studies. 

In addition, this slowdown in 
private health spending was 
mirrored in the government's 
two big health'plans, Medicare 
and Medicaid. Back in 1993, the 
Congressional Budget Office 
estimated these two programs 
would spend $482 billion in the 
year 2000. The latest estimate is 
now down to $379 billion. or an 
annual "savings" of more than 
$100 billion. 

"I will freely tell you I didn 't 
anticipate the magnitude of these 
changes," Aaron said yesterday 
from Stanford University, where 
he is spending the year. 

"While the politics of their plan 
were all wrong, I'd have to admit 
they were right on the 
intellectual argument of what 
a,mpetition could produce." 
added Abernethy, now a vice 
president at a large health 

maintenance organi1.ation in New 
York. 

At the White House yesterday, 
Magaziner said any satisfaction 
he takes in anticipating the 
slowdown of health costs is tinged 
with the disappointment in not 
being able to use a portion of 
those savings to achieve universal 
health insurance. Instead, the 
"savings" have now seeped back 
into the economy in the form of 
higher profits for companies, 
higher wages for workers and 
lower inflation for everyone. 

On the government side, the 
savings have led to a more rapid 
reduction in the federal budget 
deficit. 

But there also has been a 
downside that gets little attention 
in the new centrist world of 
Washington policymaking: The 
number of uninsured Americans 
continues to increase at the rate 
of more than 1 million per year. 

"What Bill Clinton understood 
better than anyone else was that 
there was this golden opportwuty 
for Wliversal health care in this 
country because there was so 
much fat in the public and private 
health systems," Magaziner said 
yesterday. "But the unwillingness 
of the Washington health 
establishment to acknowledge the 
possibility of those savings 
contributed-significantly, I 
think-to losing that opportwuty. 
That's the real tragedy." 

Among those who worked with 
Magaziner-and who were 
skeptical of his savings 
estimates-was David Cutler. a 
health economist at Harvard 
University. 

Cutler yesterday noted that 
while a more competitive health 
industry has lowered private 
insurance premiums, it has also 
made it more difficult and 
expensive for sick Americans to 
obtain any insurance at all. 

And while competition has 
forced inefficient hospitals to close 
and medical specialists to live with 
lower incomes, it also has led 
them to reduce the amount of free 
care they give to the indigent, the 
level of training they offer to 
medical students and the size of 
the discounts they offer to the 
government's Medicare and 
Medicaid programs. 

"In the last few years, we hare 
been pleasantly surprised by how 
much money we have saved.'' said 
Cutler. "But we should also be 
chagrined at how dramatically we 
have been ignoring public goods. 
The truth about a really 
competitive health market is that 
it is both leaner and meaner." 

i 
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UNIVERSln' OP VIRGINIA 
DEPilTMBNT OP ENGLISH 
219 BRYAN HAU. 
CHARLO~, VA 2290! 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D .C. 

Dear President Clinton: 

RITA oovliii· 
Ca,llmanwealth Professor of English 

December 18, 1996 

'96 DEC 19 PM3:36 

As you know, I thought it was a marvelous gesture to invite Maya Angelou to read a poem at 
your first inaugural. After all, literature as an art form has always had a leading role in defining our 
perspectives as individuals and as a people, and poetry in particular can capture the essence of our 
identities. 

In my capacity as former U.S. Poet Laureate, please allow me to make a suggestion in the 
spirit of the tradition that President Kennedy began when he invited Robert Frost to read at his 
Inauguration, and that you continued so beautifully. I propose to invite Stanley Kunitz, in all 
respects the Grand Old Man of American Poetry, to read a poem at your second Inauguration. Mr. 
Kunitz, on whom you bestowed the National Medal of Arts at that memorable event in the White 
House when I had the honor to read a few of my poems in the East Room a.ft.er dinner, would be 
uniquely qualified for this, and I am sure he would do a tremendous job. 

I dare to call Stanley Kunitz, who is nearly as old as our century -- 92, and in excellent shape 
in every respect•- quintessentially .American. A Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner 
and fonner Consultant in Poetry at the Library of Congress (the position that is now called Poet 
Laureate), Mr. Kunitz continues to write and publish magnificent poems in the best American 
tradition - complex and yet accessible. I believe that his choice as the Inaugural Poet would set 
numerous positive signals for our Nation. 

I am sorry that I will not have the chance to meet you and Hillary at Renaissance in Hilton 
Head this year {family matters prevent me from attending), but I am looking forward to seeing you at 
the Charles Frankel Prize ceremony on January 9. 

With my very best wishes, as always, 

~~ 
Rita Dove 

TOTAL P.02 
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FAX TRANSMISSION FROM THE OFFICE OF 
RITA DOVE 

UNlVERSITY OP VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGUSH 
219 BRYAN HALL 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22903 

Commonwtalth Profmor of Eng.i.sh 

Ann Stock Social Secretary, The White House 
To: 

BAR.BAR.A LeVAN, 
EXECIJilVE SECRETARY 

TEL. (804) 92+-6'18 
FAX (804) 924-147& 

---- - ------ -----------------
202-456-6235 December 18, 1996 

Fax#: Date: --------------- -----------

1 of _2_ pages 

Dear Ann, 

I am faxing you, on the next page, a letter to the President. Would you be so kind and see 
to it that it is brought to his attention? Thank you I 

I hope you're thriving, and wish you a joyous holiday season. 

Best wishes, 

Rita Dove 
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FAX COVER SHEET 

TO Nancy Hernreich 

DATE December 10, 1996 

FAX 202 456-6703 

FROM Daniel Halpern 

FAX [ 609] 466-4706 

PAGES 2 [including cover sheet] 

Deax- Nancy. 

We were all very dismayed to learn that the POET LAUREATE OF THE 
UNITED STA TES will not be delivering the Inaugural Poem. 
Nevertheless, I thought I try one more thing: As you can sec from the 
enclosed, Mr. Hass was on the front page of the New York Times 
yesterday, in an article written by the important journalist Francis X. 
Clines. Mr. Hass js certainly the most visible poet in America, and 
should really be given a chance ro write something for the inauguration. 
Would it be possible for him to compose a poem that could be read along 
with the poem by Miller Williams? -- which would acknowledge the 
government post Mr. Hass he now holds? "A POEM FROM THE POET 
LAUREATE OF THE UNITED STATES" son of thing. 

I hope the President will agree to this; many poets around the country are 
very concerned. that not involving Roben Hass makes a mockery of the 
Poet Laureate position. 

Let me know if I can provide anything. And thanks for your ongoing 
patience (and goodwill!) in this matter. 

Regards, 

~ 
Daniel Halpern 
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NBW YORK, MONDAY, DBC"f?MBBR 9, 1996 

A Poet's Road Trip Along Main Street, U.S.A. 
Dy r-RANCJS X. CUNC::S 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 8 - Sometimes he hlls upon n 
lyrical scrap or hruku amid Ille hum of lhe crosstown 
sub\vny. Out csscnu,,ny the Poet Laurcalc or the United 
Slates has p111 aside consulllng his muse In raver or 
proselytlung Rolarlnns. 

"I thoughl an Interesting thing to do woulrl be to go 
wllerc poets t.1011·1 go," explained Robert Hass, heading 
Into his flnnl rour monlhs In one or tile odder capllal jobs, 
one that he hns shn11cd to become more like a missionary 
drummer in lhc provinces or commerce than as a pcr­
rormlng bard in cclcbrlly .coffeehouse.-. . 

. "I thought the lhlng lo tnlk about ii. nol poetic 
'uplifl,' " he snld, "bul Ille lacl lhnl basic literacy in 1111s 
country Is In n scrlc;us crisis." 

With lhat, Mr. Hass, a celebrated 5.S-ycar-old poet .ind 
crltt<:, offered n vivh.J scholnrly synopsli; or lhe decline or 
American literacy as he paid a rare v_lsU lo his oUlcc at 
1he Librnry or Con~rcss. He celebrated. the "heroic" 
lilcracy levels ol a ccn1ury ago, when there was a nnlionnl 
hunger to rend and gcncrnl lilerncy was nl 05 percent. He 
deplored lhe bleak evidence or current nee that finds haU 
the eighth graders In Texns reading al the fourth-grade 
level. 

''This ls the omce of Poetry and Literature; lhls has 
10 stop," Mr. Ha.c;s said. in a desperate emphnsls or his 
concern as he sat In soliludc In his auic office overlooking 
lhe CnpUol dome and described his altempl to be an 
activlsl laurcalc. 

Ostensibly, he Is one of lhe more powerless loners 
among lhc legions of appointees In Washington. But Mr . 
Hass chose to resort lo the bnslc shirr or his art, mere 
words. and lo spend much or the losl two years in tho 
laurealc's posl traveling to business and civic me-clings 
across the nation with a straight-prose alarum that litera-
cy standards have been plummeting.. . 

"One thing I round out about this country was that 
there are thousands of business arid service organizations 

Conllnllf?d 011 Pllge DB, Cohim~ J. . . : 
~; ,- I •• i 

' 

Paul Howlr01nJl1t N,w York ll,q11 

Robert Hass, the n.\lion's poet laut"catc, is campaign­
ing lo improve education and inc_reasc literacy. 



- - -- ---- .-- --• 11 I t,\.JI I '-,1\.JV '- V' j, L..a'-'nl II, 

UNIVEBSrn' OP VlllGINIA 
DBPAJtTMBNT OP ENGLISH 
219 BRYAN ff.u.L 
CHARLO'ITBSVILLE. VA2290! 

~ - ill Clinton Thre::sJ House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Clinton: 

RITA DOVE 
Ca1111110,ia,ea/th Profmor of BngliJh 

BAJIBtULeV.U 
BDC'U'11VE SBaELG 
• TBL(IN)9ZA-a 

PAX (804) '24-W 

As you know, I thought it was a marvelous gesture to invite Maya Angelou to read a poem at 
your first inaugural. After all, literature as an art form bas always bad a leading ~ole in defirnns t>ur 
perspectives as individuals and as a people. and poetry in particular can capture the essence of our 
identities. 

In my capacity as former U.S. Poet Laureate, please allow me to make a suggestion in the 
spirit of the tradition that President Kennedy began when he invited Robert Frost to read at his 

I 

Inauguration. and that you continued so beautifully. I propose to invite Stanley Kunitz, in all 
respects the Grand Old Man of American Poetry, to read a poem at your second ~guration. Mr. 
Kunitz, on whom you bestowed the National Medal of Arts at that memorable event in the White 
House when I had the honor to read a few of my poems in the East Room after dinner, would be 
uniquely qualified for this, and I am sure he would do a tremendous job. 

I dare to call Stanley Kunitz, who is nearly as old as our century -- 92, and in excellent shape 
in every respect -- quintessentially American. A Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner 
and former Consultant in Poetry at the Library of Congress (the position that is now called Poet 
Laureate). Mr. Kunitz continues to write and publish magnificent poems in the best American 
tradition - complex and yet accessible. I believe that hls choice as the Inaugural Poet would set 
numerous positive signals for our Nation. 

I am sorry that I will not have the chance to meet you and Hillary at Renaissance in Hilton 
Head this year (family matters prevent me from attending), but I am looking forward to seeing you at 
the Charles Frankel Prize ceremony on January 9 . 

With my very best wishes, as always, 

~~ 
Rita Dove 

TOTAL P.02 



FAX TRANS:MISSION FROM TiiE OFFICE OF 
RITADOVE 

UNlVEllSITY OP VlRGlNIA 
OEPARThmNT OF ENGUSH 
219 BB.Y.hN HAll 
OiAAL01iESVILLE, VA 22903 

Co111mo11w,a/th Profuror of English 

Ann Stock, Social Secretary, The White House 

BAB.BARA LeV AN, 
RXECU'l1VE SBCllETAR.Y 

'IEL. (804) 924-6618 
PAX (104) 924-1471 

To: ---------------------------202-456-6235 December 18, 1996 
Fax#: Date: -------------- ----------

1 of _2_ pages ______________________ , __ _ 
■ ....... -------------

Dear Ann, 

I am faxing you, on the next page, a letter to the President. Would you be so kind and sec 
to it that it is brought to his attention? Thank you I 

I hope y~u're thriving, and wish ya,.i a joyous holiday season. 

Best wishes, 

Rita Dove 
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FROM JIM&DIANE BLAii 

5015756044 

TO 12024566703 
, 

LIA PRESS PAGE 01 

'.96 DEC 19 AMlO:oo 

Miller w;m,ms has served as Vwting- Professor of U.S. Litenture at the University 
of Chile and Fulbright Prolessor of American Smdics ar the University of Mexico. 
For seven yesrs he was I member of the poetry facultf at the Bretd Loaf Writen 
Conference. In 1976 he was made a Cellow of the American Academy in Rome. 

He has represented the Sute Department on reading and lecturing tours throughout 
Lt tin America, Europe. and the Middle· and Far East. He h2s published stories, 
mnsladom, poems. and cridcal essays in. most of the semlnatJ·ournals and mass 
circulation mapzines in the United States tlld many in Cana a, Latin America, and 
Eu.rope. His own poems have been translated into several languages. 

He is Director of the University of Arb.mas Press, University Professor of English 
and Foreign Language, tt the Onlversity of Arkansas, put-president of the American 
Litera1 Tnmlaton Association tnd served as Latin American editor for Tb 
Reader a Eaqdapedia. 

His work has been recognized by the ~ Bcllaman Poetry Prize, the Amy Lowell 
Award in Poetry presen.md by Hamrd University, the New York Arts Fund Award 
for Significet Contribution to American Letters, the Prix de Rome for Literamre oE 
the American Academy of Ans and Letters, a Doetor of Humanities degree from . 
Lander College, a Doetor of Humane Letters degree from Hendrix College, the Poets' 
Prize, tho Chari~ Raod1U Citstio.n fur Contribution to Poeuy as a Spoken Art, the 

• John Wllllam Corrington Award for Li~ Excellence, and the Aademy Award for 
literature of the Am.erian Acad,my of Ans and Letters, uid hu been named Socio 
Bcnemcrito dell'Assoduione of the C.Atro Rom2nesco Trilns.u in Rome. 

His tW"enty-m books in.elude a history or American railroads (with James Alan 
McPherson), cri.timl works on John Ciudi and John Crowe Ransom, translitlons from 
the Spanish of Nicanor Parra and &om the Rolllfflesco of Giuseppe Belli. Patterns ,of 
PQCUJ; An 'Enqr:Japcdia of Forms, Rm! llDa A Po:m .Mwi? (with John Ciardi}, 
and stftral volumel of his own poems. the most recent of which arc I,Jvini on the 
Sudicc: New and 5clemed Poems, AdJnmna:::,::~~ and Points of Pcp,rmcc . 
.5mmn Am has released on LP and cassette _____ ·uer Williams- on which 
\NiJ.liams· reads twenty-three poems Crom the span of his career. Miller WiJliarns and 
the Pacey of tbe Paaiadac, :i book of critical essays by thineen scholars and poets, is 
..-nllabte from the University of Missouri Pms. 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

FROM JIMi DIANE BLAI R TO 12024566703 

\. 

Nancy Hernreich, Harry Thomasson 
Diane Blair 
Halpern letter •• 

P002 

~ -~~~ 
~j 

~ 
sorry that The Great Poet Controversy continues. Since 
I think the more poetry the better, I see no reason why-~ 
The Poet Laureate should not also read a poem, somewhere, ( 

a poem at some black-tie affair during the Carter 
inauguration -- but I think it would be ludicrous to haveit 
poems read by both Miller Williams and Robert~ at 
the inaugural itself. (As though the Jtrkansas pal 
couldn't do a sufficient job, _so a real poet was 
necessary as a backup. You've seen Miller's bio.) 

Just for everybody's information, being Poet Laureate 
does not entitle one to writing an inaugural poem. 
Robert7rost, whom the world remembers at Pres. Kennedy's 
inauguration, _was not the Poet Laureate. Maya Angelou, 
who did such a magnificent job at Pres. Clinton's first 
inauguration, was not the Poet Laureate. Republicans 
don't do poetry, so there's no precedent there. 
The Poet Laureate (I think the title was changed by 
Congress 'in recent years to sound more like the British) 
is appointed by the Librarian of Congress to be a poetry 
consultant. The President- elect should be able to 
choose a poet of their own choice if they wish a poem to 
be read at their inauguration. 

And if, like this particular President, they happen to 
actually like poetry, then let many flowers bloom and 
ask the Poet Laureate to deliver a poem

9
at some other 

inaugural occasion. b DEC 19 AMl0:00 

. '96 DEC 19 AMl0:oo 
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December 17, 1996 

Ms. Betty curry 
Office of the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. curry: 

'96 DEC 19 PH4:oo 

Enclosed please find a letter from me to the 
President relative to a presidential 
appointment for Arthur Schechter. I would 
greatly appreciate your assistance in 
conveying this letter to the President and a 
copy to Mrs. Clinton. Thank you again. 

Sincerel~ 



December 17, 1996 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

'96 DEC 19 PH4:oo 

Congratulations on your great victory! You and Mrs. Clinton have worked very 
hard, and we all appreciate your efforts. 

I am writing on behalf of Arthur Schechter. He is one of Texas' finest! He 
is an outstanding citizen, a wonderful attorney, wonderful husband, wonderful 
father - a most devoted, loyal, hard working friend and supporter. 

You won't find anybody that would work harder than "Butch" on your behalf. I 
personally have known him for many many years (as a teenager!) He adores you 
and Hillary - he truly wants to serve you. I know that being an Ambassador 
would mean more to him than anything at this point in his life, and I hope that 
you will give him strong consideration for the position that he so desires. 

Besides being so smart, he has a wonderful personality, great sense of humor, 
very outgoing - well, he would first fit the "job description" perfectly! 

Thank you so very much for your consideration of this fine Houstonian. 

War~est; .- regards, 
, I I 

-t} SU 
Elyse~er 

cc: Mrs. Hillary Clinton 



December 17, 1996 

Mrs. Hillary Clinton 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

Congratulations on your great victory! All of us who campaigned for you in 
this area are proud and pleased to have been part of your victory. 

I am writing this letter of support for a presidential appointment for Arthur 
Schechter. Arthur has been an inspiration and a role model for so many people 
in Houston for his remarkable record of service, civic leadership and 
dedication. I personally have known him for many years since I was a teenager! 
I know that being an Ambassador would mean more to Arthur than anything at this 
point in his life, and I hope that the President will give him strong 
consideration for the position that he so desires. 

Thank you so very much for your consideration of this fine Houstonian who 
greatly respects you both, and please accept our very best wishes for a 
distinguished, productive, and happy term of your office. 

, I 
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MEMORANDUM FOR T.SIDENT 

CC: 

FROM: 

THE FIRST LADY 

ANN JORDAN 
TERRY MCAULIFFE 
DEBBIE WILLIIlTE 

~ss DEC 19 PM3:36 

SUBJECT: 

Harold Ick@ 

The Inaugural Gala 

Gary Smith would like to know if any of the following are unacceptable to you as 
possible performers at the Inaugural Gala. Given the press of time for Gary to contact talent for 
the Gala, I would appreciate your reaction by tomorrow (Friday) at the latest. 

~ette Midler 
.. ~avid Copperfield (CBS considers "huge" draw) 

~ -Baby Face ... with Kenny G 
°"James Taylor/ Martin Luther King tribute with Eastern H.S. Choir 
\,Morgan Freeman 
~Santana 



MEMORANDUM TO 

CC: 

From: 

Re: 

18 December 

T~IDENT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT 
THE FIRST LADY 
MRS. GORE 

Leon Panetta 
Evelyn Lieberman 
Erskine Bowles 
Maggie Williams 
Ron Klain 
Skila Harris 
Don Baer 
Ann Jordan (w/o enc.) 

· ·.ff t;ESIOt !'-!T YAS ~EEf 
• C l,, ·" I ;).0 I I 

Terry McAuliffe (w/o enc.) 
Deborah Willhite (w/o enc.) 

Harold Ickes&· 

"An American Journey: Weekend on the Mall", 
Saturday and Sunday 18 and 19 January 

Attached is the most current draft of the proposal for the 
activities on the Mall during Saturday and Sunday of Inaugural 
weekend. Entitled "An American Journey", this draft, dated 17 
December 1996, summarizes the proposed physical set up and the 
various proposed events and activities to take place on the Mall. 
In addition, museums adjacent to the Mall are being encouraged to 
put on exhibits and sponsor events that fit in with the overall 
thematics of the events on the Mall. 

Quint Davis, the long time producer of the New Orleans Jazz 
Festival, and who "produced" the events on the Mall for the 1993 
Inaugural, has been retained by PIC 97 to "produce" these two 
days on the Mall. 

The basic focus of the Mall events will be a celebration of 
America's families and its children. Through music, exhibits and 
other presentations, these events will focus on America's past, 
present and future. 

It is contemplated that there will be 7 large tents between 7th 
street and 14th street. The tent on each end will present a 
history of American music from its earliest days to the present. 



The next tent in from each music tent will be for food, 
presenting regional and other American gastronomic delights. 

Of the center 3 tents, one will be focused primarily on education 
and younger children. 

The second of the 3 center tents will focus on computer and 
information technology. 

The third of the 3 center tents will present top level actors, 
entertainers, noted authors and others presenting American 
history and culture through various ways. 

Please call if you have any questions or wish to discuss. 



MEMORANDUM TO 

CC: 

From: 

Re: 

16 December 1996 

T~DENT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Leon Panetta 
Erskine Bowles 
Maggie Williams 
Ron Klain 

Harold Icke@ 

Debra DeLee 

THE !:>RESIDENT HAS SEEH 
\.).l<>cict<., 

'96 DEC 19 PM4:54 

On 13 December I met with Debra DeLee who is very interested in 
joining the Administration, preferably in the White House, 
although she would certainly consider an appropriate position in 
an agency. She is winding down the Convention and will be 
occupied in that regard until the end of January, after which she 
will no longer be on the payroll. 

For many years she worked at the National Education Association 
where she rose to the position of Director of Government. 
Relations. As such she was responsible for NEA's legislative 
operation, political operation, and policy as it related to NEA's 
legislative agenda. She was also responsible for managing NEA's 
political action committee, then the third largest in the 
country. As Director for NEA she managed a large staff and 
several budgets. 

During January 1993 she became the Executive Director of the DNC, 
at the very strong urging of the White House. She became Chair 
of the DNC during November 1994 after David Willhelm resigned . 
In early 1995 she became CEO of the 1996 Democratic National 
Convention. 

She has considerable managerial talent. She did an excellent job 
both at the DNC and at the National Convention. In my view, 1996 
was the best Democratic National Convention in decades. In 
addition, she has close links with a number of key groups which 
are critical elements in the base of the Democratic Party. At 
the request of the White House, she has taken on several very 
difficult jobs, at times when few others showed the slightest 
interest, and performed very well at each. Given her talent, her 
handling a number of very difficult situations at the DNC, her 
outstanding performance in connection with the Democratic 
National Convention, and her unquestioned loyalty to this 
Administration, I urge that she be given every possible 
consideration. 



Dear Mr. President: 

United States Department of State 

Under Secretary of State 
for Economic, 

Business, and Agricultural Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20520-7512 

Serving you and Secretary Christopher as Under 
Secretary of State for Economic, Business and Agricultural 
Affairs has been a great honor and a great personal 
pleasure. After four wonderful years, it is now time for me 
to return to my home and my family in New York. I am thus 
submitting this letter of resignation. 

Participating as a member of your Administration in the 
creation of a new international economic policy has been the 
most gratifying experience of my professional life. With· 
your leadership, we have used economic policy to underpin 
our traditional goals of peace and security in the Middle 
East, Russia, and Haiti. Through the Uruguay Round, NAFTA, 
APEC, the Summit of the Americas and the New Trans-Atlantic 
Agenda, we have built a new economic architecture and laid 
the foundation for U.S. prosperity and influence. In your 
Administration, the State Department in Washington and our 
embassies around the world have supported U.S. businesses -­
and thus U.S. jobs -- as never before. 

Thank you for this unique opportunity. I wish you and 
your new team even greater success in the coming four years. 

The President, 
The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely, 

~.-J 

J~n E. Spero 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

I Z - z_o 'o/ ~ 

The enclosed is referred for 

your information. 

q_ l ~r-,7 W 

G. Timothy Saunders 
Executive Clerk 
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