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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
THE VICE PRESIDENT

B B Leon Panetta
Evelyn Lieberman
Erskine Bowles
Maggie Williams
Ron Klain
Skila Harris
Nancy Hernreich
Bruce Lindsey
Ann Jordan
Terry McAuliffe
Deborah Willhite

From: Harold Ickes(ﬁgp

Re: Inaugural

In 1993 the official Inaugural events included a reception for
the diplomatic corps on Monday 18 January at Georgetown
University School of Law. The President greeted the diplomatic
corps on the steps of North Hall and then proceeded to the Atrium
of the School for Foreign Service where coffee was served and the
President-elect made remarks.

Do you want a similar "reception" for this Inauguration?

On Tuesday 19 January, the President-elect hosted a luncheon in
the Great Hall of the Library of Congress for Governors and a
number of former Governors. Do you want a similar event for the
upcoming Inauguration?

Let's discuss.
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM TO TH SIDENT

FROM: Secretary Dan Glickman

SUBJECT: Civil Rights i~ m/\-/

I want to let you know about the actions I have taken to address concerns about racial
discrimination at the Department of Agriculture. USDA is a vast, decentralized Department that
has an unfortunately long history of civil rights and program delivery problems. I am firmly
committed to rooting out these problems, improving USDA’s service to minorities and socially
disadvantaged farmers and communities. There is not a simple solution, but I will get the job
done.

This is an issue we have been struggling with for some time. For example, when I took office,
the Department had a severe backlog of equal opportunity employment (EEO) complaints and
we had completely inadequate systems in which to resolve these complaints. We have a focused,
intensive effort to address this problem, and we are making significant progress, but obviously
there are also other areas of concern that we must address.

In fact, the recent press reports provide me with the opportunity to fix these problems. I am
using them as leverage against the institutional inertia that has hindered further progress.

Today I established a Civil Rights Action Team, which will be headed by Mr. Pearlie Reed.
Pearlie is a 27 year veteran of the Department of Agriculture, currently the Associate Chief of the
Natural Resource Conservation Service. Pearlie’s reputation as a leader and a manager is
impeccable and his selection gives strong credibility to this effort both within and outside the
Department.

The Action Team will develop a plan by mid-February to address two fundamentally important
issues -- (1) civil rights complaint and enforcement systems, and (2) improved program delivery
to minorities and socially disadvantaged farmers. In preparing this action plan, Pearlie will meet
with and listen to Departmental staff and constituency groups.

[ announced this action in a meeting this morning of all subcabinet officers, their deputies, and
agency administrators. [ instructed them to give Pearlie their full support. There will be some
resistance to this effort within the Department, but there will be consequences. I will hold the
leadership of the Department personally accountable for their vigorous cooperation with this
effort.

The creation of this Action Team does not relieve the Department’s leadership of their personal



responsibility and accountability for proactively dealing with civil rights and program delivery
issues in their mission areas. There is no more important issue facing the Department.

Earlier in the week, I issued the attached statement directing all USDA agencies, including State
offices, to establish an Outreach Office, reporting directly to the administrator or State Director.

[ also laid out a plan for a National Dialogue to address both civil rights concerns as well as ways
in which to improve our partnerships with and program delivery to minority and socially
disadvantaged farmers, an idea which was developed in meetings with Ralph Paige of the
Federation of Southern Cooperatives. Finally, I asked the Office of the Inspector General to
investigate the particular issues recently raised in the press regarding our farm loan programs and
civil rights complaints.

[ subsequently issued the attached memorandum to our State offices to express my deep concern
about this issue. Given the decentralized nature of the Department, I also expect to take
additional action to make sure that my message of commitment, responsibility, and
accountability reaches down to every county in the Nation.

[ want to reiterate my commitment to addressing these problems, and I will continue to keep you
apprised of our actions.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Communications News Room 460-A
Washington, OC 20250-1300

Internet: News @usda.gov Phone: 202-720-9035
World Wide Web Home Page: http://www.usda.gov

Release No. 0631.96

Statement

by
Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman
on Program Delivery and Customer Service at USDA
December 10, 1996

“During my tenure as Secretary, I have actively sought to ensure that
Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs effectively serve minority and
socially disadvantaged farmers. Today, I am initiating a national dialogue
on USDA’s service to these communities as part of an intensified effort to
more effectively help socially disadvantaged and minority farmers continue
their family traditions and stay on the land.

*First, I am directing each USDA agency that serves farmers to
establish an outreach office that reports directly to the administrator. I
am directing the state offices of the Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS), Rural Development (RD), and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to
establish outreach offices that report directly to the state directors and
state conservationists. These outreach offices will work directly with
constituency groups to improve the department’s outreach and service to
minority and socially disadvantaged producers.

“Second, I will hold a national forum early next year on the delivery
of USDA programs. All USDA farm program agencies, including Extension, will
be involved in the forum, as will headquarters, state, and county office
personnel. The forum will provide an opportunity for minority and socially
disadvantaged farmers to discuss their concerns about USDA program delivery.
More importantly, it will identify new ways we can build partnerships and
improve the department’s outreach and service.

“Third, the state offices of NRCS, RD, and FSA will hold simultaneous
statewide forums so that minority and socially disadvantaged farmers in
every state can participate in this national dialogue. The outreach offices
of each agency will work with our constituencies and partners in setting up
these statewide meetings. Following the national forum, each state will
submit a joint report to headquarters with recommendations for future
action, including ways to build more effective partnerships among socially

disadvantaged and minority producers and USDA leadership, including state
officials,

-more-



o

“Fourth, I am requesting that USDA’s Office of Inspector General begin
an immediate investigation of the status of discrimination complaints
against FSA and recommend a plan for promptly resolving these complaints. I
am also asking him to investigate the level of participation of minorities
and socially disadvantaged farmers in FSA’s farm loan programs as well as
FSA’s effectiveness in serving these communities. I also will be directing
other USDA agencies to launch comprehensive analyses of their service to
minority and socially disadvantaged farmers and of their civil rights
complaint and enforcement systems.

‘I am committed to creating an environment in which every customer who
comes to one of our offices is treated fairly, effectively, and efficiently.
Improving program delivery and customer service means reaching all
Americans. It means making sure that minority and socially disadvantaged
farmers have equal information about and access to farm loans, commodity
programs and crop insurance. It means using our outreach grants for these
farmers as effectively as possible.

“We have already made real progress. Those initiatives include
committing millions of dollars to outreach and training for minority and
socially disadvantaged farmers through colleges, universities, and community
organizations serving primarily minority and socially disadvantaged
populations. In addition, we have targeted loan funds specifically to
members of minority groups to encourage farm ownership and production.

“But we can and will do better. The actions I am announcing today are

the first steps to ensure that we do everything possible in the area of
civil rights.”

#

NOTE: USDA news releases and media advisories are available on the Internet.
Access the USDA Home Page on the World Wide Web at http://www.usda.gov



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SBECRETARY
WASBHINGTON, D.C. 20280

DEC 9 19% .

Honorable Roger Viadero
Inspector General

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Roger:

I have had a growing concern regarding the effectiveness of the Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) work with socially disadvantaged and minority farmers and ranchers. Part
of this concern is based on recent allegations that USDA discriminates against African American

farmers in its delivery of its farm loan programs, as well as by concerns about the adequacy of our
programmatic civil rights complaint systems.

I will not tolerate any discrimination during my tenure as Secretary of Agriculture, and I
am committed to doing everything in my power to address these issues. Accordingly, I am
requesting that your office begin an immediate investigation into the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
delivery of its farm loan programs to minority and socially disadvantaged farmers as well as its
civil rights complaint systems.

I ask that you address the following issues:

1. Determine the number of outstanding complaints which allege discrimination in
farm loan programs, including the dates filed and status in complaint investigation
and resolution process; determine the number of full time equivalents committed
to resolving these complaints; and recommend a plan of action for prompt
resolution of these complaints.

2. Assess participation of minorities and socially disadvantaged persons in FSA’s
farm loan programs; determine whether the percentage of participation correlates
to the total population, by Nation, State, and county.

3. Determine if FSA offices provide sufficient technical assistance to help these
farmers apply for and receive program benefits and if FSA processes minority farm
loan applications and servicing requests in the same manner as loan applications
and servicing requests from white farmers.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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These issues are of very high priority to me and I respectfully request your assistance in
expediting the Office of Inspector General’s investigation of these issues. I would appreciate
having a preliminary report on your findings as soon as possible.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns regarding this request.

Si Y,
'

wpu—~J

DAN GIICKMAN
Secretary



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
A& WASHINGTON, D.C. 20280 %
MEMORANDUM FROM SECRETARY GLICKMAN dAA.

TO: State Executive Directors and State Committee Chairwomen and Chairmen,
Farm Service Agency
State Directors, Rural Development
State Conservationists and Regional Directors, Natural Resources
Conservation Service

SUBJECT:  Civil Rights

The attached reports on discrimination and civil rights complaints filed against the Department of
Agriculture are very troubling to me personally.

I am devoted to solving the Department’s civil rights problems. As state leaders of the
Department, it is your responsibility to place the same high priority on this issue. Your
performance, and those of your employees, will be judged in part by the demonstration and
commitment to full and enthusiastic compliance with this goal.

You should convey the importance of solving civil rights problems to all of your employees in
the strongest possible terms. [ expect this to be done immediately.

If any of you or any employee experiences any resistance in furthering our efforts, it must be
reported at once to the appropriate agency’s civil rights division or the Office of the Inspector
General’s hotline number, 1-800-424-9121.

Only together can we abolish all traces of any discriminatory behavior within our ranks and
become a leader in civil rights protection for our employees and customers.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUMNITY EMPLOYER
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
THE WHITE HOUSE 12-12 -

WASHINGTON

December 11, 1996
'96 DEC 11 PM3:58
MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDEANT
FROM: STEPHAN{E‘STREETT ANNE HAWLEY ff}/

SUBJECT: = SCHEDULING DECISIONS

GG EVELYN LIEBERMAN
ACCEPT
12/16/96 Meeting With Irish Prime Minister John Bruton

The purpose of this meeting is to review the peace
process in Northern Ireland and reiterate the
Administration’s continued interest.

12/16/96 U.S.- E.U. Meeting, White House (3 hours)

12/16/96 Photo With Tenneco CEO Dana Mead and Phillips CEO
(retired) Jan Timmer of the Transatlantic Business
Dialogue Executives

These are executives who have been very helpful in
advancing key U.S. trade goals with the E.U.

12/17/96 & Meeting With 15 Democratic Mayors
The mayors would like to discuss urban policy and
transportation issues before final budget decisions
are made.

12/19/96 Meeting With Minister Liu Huaqiu, Director of China’s

State Council of Foreign Affairs

The purpose of this meeting is to reciprocate the



12/20/97

1/7/97

1/17/97

1/19/97

Jan. TBD

PENDING
Date of Event:
12/11/96 - 12/20/96

1/1/97 - 1/10/97

1/6/97 - 1/18/97

REGRET
Date of Event:

12/9/96 - 12/25/96

<

THE PREQINE®Y o =0

= (1-12-%

meeting NSA Lake had in China with President Jiang
and to follow through on a commitment made earlier
this year to President Jiang to meet with Liu.

Children’s White House Christmas Event

Reception For the Women’s Leadership Fund
Executive Board

White House Reception For the US Conference of
Mayors and Their Spouses

TV Ratings Briefing / Event, Washington, DC

Meeting With Admiral Crowe

D _r ‘E .
Ambassador Credentials

Meeting With Executive Committee of the
American Association of Universities

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss budgetary
matters and to make clear to this group your
commitment to higher education will be continued over
the next four years.

Announcement of Plans For the World War II
Monument

Pt SR

Announcement of the Winners of the Homeownership
Zone Grants
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December 12, 1996

Charlene Prickett

2501 Carleton Street S.W.
Calgary AB T2T 5P1
CANADA

Dear Charlene:

Thanks for your letter of November 27. It was
so good to get an update on you and your
family, and I loved hearing about your mountain
adventures in Calgary, especially the one atop
Lake Agnes with your mother.

I hope you, Jim and Xanna have a very happy,
healthy holiday season. See you in January!

Sincerely,

Ty
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Charlene Prickett

2501 Carleton Street SW
CALGARY AB T2T 5P1

1996:11:27

Bill Clinton, President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
WASHINGTON DC 20500 US.A.

Dear Bill,

Jim and I are so happy for you and for our country. Now you are free to make history! We
know you'll pick your battles carefully.

Your generosity to David Brinkley in his last show was testimony to the small town decency
and respectful kindness from which we both spring. Still, Jim and I are amazed at the grace
with which you and Hillary navigate an autoimmune political system which turns on itself
to attack its brightest and best! I'm glad my daughter Xanna sees her President take the
higher road. Here's hoping the next four years are rewarding and fun for you and your
family.

As a dual citizen of the USA and Canada, I really get the best of both worlds, Bill. I spend
enough winter and spring in Batesville to stay tightly connected to friends and family, and
Calgary's cool summers indulge the passion for mountain hiking I share with Jim. I
absolutely love to share "my mountains" with friends who visit us here. I have devised a
mountain experience for every fitness level imaginable! Jim and I even persuaded Martha
Bentley from Batesville to help us haul Mother in her wheelchair up to the top of Lake
Agnes, 400 metres above Lake Louise for her "view from the top”. It was a first for her and
for Lake Agnes!

It is my love of these mountains that endears me to Calgary's bid for the 2005 International
Exposition. Calgary's theme "The Land - our Common Ground" will examine our values
and respect for the land, a theme I know is dear to the heart of Al Gore. It will celebrate
our enjoyment of the land, such a precious experience to my mind, and it will explore those
cultural, artistic and spiritual expressions shaped by the land. It's so exciting to envision a
forum of interested nations working to produce concrete initiatives which address the
challenge of living on this common ground into the next century!

Calgary is vying with Nagoya, Japan and Koomera, Australia for the honor to host this
exposition, and I understand the United States has taken a position of neutrality on the bid.
That neutrality is hurting Canada's efforts to win the support of other voting nations. Those
countries are puzzled, even suspicious, that Canada's ally and neighbor is not in support of
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such a thoughtful proposal that would bring substantial tourism benefits even to the
northwestern United States. In light of the special relationship enjoyed by the United States
and Canada, and the important issues which form the basis of Canada's Exposition theme,
I'hope you can rethink the current neutral stance and lend support to Calgary Canada's bid.
Heck, do more than vote, ya'll come!

Bill, I am currently in discussions with PBS Television about carrying my fitness show /¢
Figures™. 1 remember when we last met, in Ottawa, you were as concerned as I was about

the future of that terrific network. Now, I hope to become a part of it myself. They've seen '

the show. They like the show. It's now just a matter of whether or not they can reorganize
their program day to facilitate the time for a daily fitness show! Good grief! If you know
anyone who could give a nudge to the powers at PBS Headquarters over in Alexandria,
now's the time to encourage them to "Just Do It"!

Xanna and I are planning to attend your inauguration.
As always,

b A T

The Only Other Arkansan in England in 1968 Who Couldn't Inhale. . . and still can't!!



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

12/12/96
CHRIS WALKER,

The attached letter and proposed
bill from Arlen Specter was
delivered to Nancy Hernreich.
she forwarded it to us to
handle.

Per Todd's instructions, I am
sending to you. Todd wants to
make sure that you send Chris
Jennings a copy of the bill
that Specter has attached to
his letter.

Thanks so much.

e

Sharon E. Wagner
staff Secretary's Ofc.
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ARLEN SPECTER COMMITTEES:

PENNSYLVANIA INTELLIGENCE
JUDICIARY
APPROPRIATIONS
A y VETERANS' AFFAIRS
Wnited States Denate -
WasHinGTON, DC 20510-3802 .

December 10, 1996

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20510

"S36 DEC 12 F¥5:07

Dear Mr. President:

As we prepare for the 105th Congress, I am writing to let you know that I share your
concern about the need to enact additional incremental health care reforms that build on the
Kassebaum-Kennedy legislation Congress passed earlier this year.

To move the process forward, I will be introducing the "Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1997" on the first legislative day of the 105th Congress. My legislation
contains a series of strategic changes to improve upon our current system in a responsible way
without comprehensively overhauling the system. This bill is based in great part on legislation I
have introduced since 1992, such as the "Health Care Assurance Act of 1995" (S. 18).

Given that our nation's children are our country's greatest resource, Title I of my
legislation includes provisions creating federal vouchers for State programs to provide medical
care to poor uninsured children. The States are called upon to design and implement the program
in the way that would work best for them.

You have mentioned your desire to move forward with additional modest steps to
improve upon our health care system, specifically noting the need for an approach to cover our
nation's children. I wholeheartedly agree. As Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services and Education, I have worked to respond to children's health
care needs and will continue to do whatever is possible through the appropriations process to
help poor children receive the primary, preventive and acute health care services that are
essential for their development into healthy adults. However, it is not enough to rely on the
annual appropriations process; meaningful reforms on this vital issue require the enactment of
carefully crafted authorizing legislation.

I have enclosed an executive summary and draft of my legislation for your review and
comment. [ am hopeful that your Administration will include a proposal to provide health care
to poor uninsured children in its budget proposal for fiscal year 1998 and [ am extremely
interested in working with you on this important issue.

My best.

Sincerely,

Arlen Spect

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



HEALTH CARE ASSURANCE ACT OF 1997
SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER

SUMMARY OF THE BILL

TITLE I: HEALTH CARE COVERAGE FOR CHILDREN: Title I ensures health care coverage
for all eligible children in the United States under the age of 18. States complying with rules

approved by the Secretary shall receive federal funds to provide vouchers to families with
eligible children. This will enable the states to enroll children in health plans that provide
coverage for preventive, primary care, and acute care services. Payments to states will be
calculated based upon the average annual cost of enrollment in a health care plan providing those
types of services to children in the state. Children in families with a combined income of 185%
of poverty level ($28,860 for a family of four) and not eligible for Medicaid will receive a full
subsidy for enrollment in health plans, and children who are in families with incomes up to
235% of poverty level (836,660 for a family of four) will receive a partial subsidy reduced on a
sliding scale based on poverty level. States will have the flexibility to design and implement
their programs as they see fit.

TITLE Il: HEALTH CARE INSURANCE COVERAGE:

Tax Equity for the Self-Employed: Provides self-employed individuals and their families
100 percent tax deductibility for the cost of health insurance coverage beginning in 2007. Under
current law, beginning in 1997, self-employed persons may deduct 40 percent of cost; 45 percent
in 1998 through 2002; 50 percent in 2003; 60 percent in 2004; 70 percent in 2005; and 80 percent
in 2006 and thereafter. However, all other employers may deduct 100 percent of such costs.
Title II corrects this inequity for the self-employed, 3.9 million of which are currently uninsured.

Small Employer and Individual Purchasing Groups: Establishes voluntary small

employer and individual purchasing groups designed to provide affordable, comprehensive
health coverage options for such employers, their employees, and other uninsured and
underinsured individuals and families. Health plans offering coverage through such groups will:
(1) provide a standard health benefits package; (2) adjust community rated premiums by age and
family size in order to spread risk and provide price equity to all; and (3) meet certain other
guidelines involving marketing practices.

Standard Benefits Package: The standard package of benefits would include a variation
of benefits permitted among actuarially equivalent plans developed through the National
Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC). The standard plan will consist of the
following services when medically necessary or appropriate: (1) medical and surgical services;
(2) medical equipment; (3) preventive services; and (4) emergency transportation in frontier
areas.

COBRA Portability Reform: For those persons who are uninsured between jobs and for
insured persons who fear losing coverage should they lose their jobs, Title II reforms the existing
COBRA law by: (1) extending to 24 months the minimum time period in which COBRA covers
individuals through their former employers' plans; and (2) expanding coverage options to include



plans with a lower premium and a $1,000 deductible -- saving a typical family of four 20 percent
in monthly premiums -- and plans with a lower premium and a $3,000 deductible -- saving a
family of four 52 percent in monthly premiums.

TITLE III: Primary and Preventive Care Services: Authorizes the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to provide grants to States for projects (healthy start initiatives) to reduce infant

mortality and low weight births and to improve the health and well-being of mothers and their
families, pregnant women and infants. Title III also would provide assistance through a grant
program to local education agencies and pre-school programs to provide comprehensive health
education. In addition, Title III increases authorization of several existing preventive health
programs such as, breast and cervical cancer prevention, childhood immunizations, and
community health centers. In addition, Title II reauthorizes the Adolescent Family Life program
(Title XX) for the first time since 1984. It has been funded annually in Labor, Health and
Human Services and Education appropriations, but without authorization or reform. This
program provides demonstration grants and contracts for initiatives focusing directly on issue of
abstinence education.

TITLE IV: Patient's Right to Decline Medical Treatment: Improves the effectiveness and

portability of advance directives by strengthening the federal law regarding patient self-
determination and establishing uniform federal forms with regard to self-determination.

TITLE V: Primary and Preventive Care Providers: Utilizes non-physician providers such as
nurse practitioners, physician assistants, and clinical nurse specialists by providing direct
reimbursement without regard to the setting where services are provided through the Medicare
and Medicaid programs. Title V also seeks to encourage students early on in their medical
training to pursue a career in primary care and it provides assistance to medical training
programs to recruit such students.

TITLE VI: Cost Containment: Cost containment provisions include:

Outcomes Research: Expands funding for outcomes research necessary for the
development of medical practice guidelines and increasing consumers' access to information in
order to reduce the delivery of unnecessary and overpriced care.

New Drug Clinical Trials Program: Authorizes a program at the National Institutes of
Health to expand support for clinical trials on promising new drugs and disease treatments with
priority given to the most costly diseases impacting the greatest number of people.

National Health Insurance Data and Claims System: Authorizes the development of a
National Health Insurance Data System to curtail the escalating costs associated with paperwork
and bureaucracy. The Secretary of Health and Human Services is directed to create a system to
centralize health insurance and health outcomes information incorporating effective privacy
protections. Standardizing such information will reduce the time and expense involved in
processing paperwork, increase efficiency, and reduce costs.

Health ntainment and Quality Information Project: Authorizes the Secretary



of Health and Human Services to award grants to States to establish a health care cost and
quality information system or to improve an existing system. Currently 39 States have State
mandates to establish an information system, and of those 39, approximately 20 States have
information systems in operation. Information such as hospital charge data and patient
procedure outcomes data, which the State agency or council collects is used by businesses, labor,
health maintenance organizations, hospitals, researchers, consumers, States, etc. Such data has
enabled hospitals to become more competitive, businesses to save health care dollars, and
consumers to make informed choices regarding their care.

TITLE VII: Tax Incentives for Purchase of Qualified Long-Term Care Insurance: Increases

access to long-term care by: (1) establishing a tax credit for amounts paid toward long-term care
services of family members; (2) excluding life insurance savings used to pay for long-term care
from income tax; (3) allowing employees to select long-term care insurance as part of a cafeteria
plan and allowing employers to deduct this expense; (4) setting standards that require long-term
care to eliminate the current bias that favors institutional care over community and home-based
alternatives.

TITLE VIII: National Fund for Health Research: Authorizes the establishment of a National
Fund for Health Research to supplement biomedical research through the National Institutes of
Health. Funds will be distributed to each of the member institutes and centers in the same
proportion as the amount of appropriations they receive for the fiscal year.
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105TH CONGRESS
1ST SESSION S.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. SPECTER introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on

A BILL

To provide improved access to health care, enhance informed
individual choice regarding health care services, lower
health care costs through the use of appropriate provid-
ers, improve the quality of health care, improve access
to long-term care, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
twes of the Umited States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the

“Health Care Assurance Act of 1997”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for

this Act is as follows:

~N O b AW N

See. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—HEALTH CARE COVERAGE FOR CHILDREN
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President Emeritus

me
Hriversity of Notre Beme
Notre Bame, Jndima 46556

COPileal\ “'D

- Hesburgh Tibrary
Ci MAPSha s/

. Stk
November 25, 199/ 4- Sigss

THE PRESIDENT *'55 SEEN

President and Mrs. William J. Clinton (2-11-40
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President and Mrs. Clinton:

I appreciate very much your wonderful invitation to the
Holiday Reception to be held on December 10. I would love to give
you personal greetings but, failing that because of my necessary
presence elsewhere, I do want to take this opportunity to wish both
of you and your daughter a very Blessed Christmas and the
happiest of New Years. Needless to say, I also send congratulations
on your re-election and best wishes and prayers for a very fruitful
and successful next four years.

Ever dfe’otedly youl;;/

(Rev.) Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C.
President Emeritus
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President and Mrs. William J. Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear President and Mrs. Clinton:

I write to invite you to join the Georgetown University community on Tuesday,
December 17, 1996, at 10:00 a.m. as the School of Business presents an honorary degree
to His Excellency Rafik B. Hariri, Prime Minister of the Republic of Lebanon. The
degree recognizes His Excellency’s significant leadership in international business,
government, and education. :

His Excellency’s accomplishments in the latter field are especially renowned. He
established a low-interest loan program that enabled nearly 13,000 young persons to
obtain baccalaureate and advanced degrees at universities around the world. The program
encouraged its graduates to return to their homeland, applying their skills and knowledge
to shaping their nation’s development.

His Excellency long has been an important friend to Georgetown and to the School
of Business in particular. He served on the school’s Parents Council before his son Saad
completed his business degree in 1992. His children Ayman (C *98) and Addy El-Sheik
(L *99) are current Georgetown students.

Your presence would enhance this special ceremony immeasurably. I enclose a
formal invitation.

With my very fondest wishes,
God bless.
Leo J. O’Donovan, S.J.

LJO’D/rpj:dv
HWASHINGTON, D(. 20057
202-687-412¢4
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The Reverend Leo H. O’Donovan

Georgetown University

207 Healy Hall
Washington, D.C. 20057

37th and O Streets, NW
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THE WHITE HOUSE

The Reverend Leo H. O'Donovan
Georgetown University

207 Healy Hall

37th and O Streets, NW
Washington, D.C. 20057
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Todd,

No copies have been done yet.

() POTUS wants reply -- we will send original
to Dorskind to handle.
Ca el Rasev
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C) re POTUS question 'will she be affected by
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 9, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: DONALD A. BAER %

SUBJECT: ITEMS OF INTEREST

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

L b Ao

"86 DEC 9 pi5:52

I’ve attached two items you will find useful in your thinking about the future.

. A preliminary memo from Henry Cisneros as part of our strategy/legacy work. As usual,

Henry has summed up so much of what we need to be about very well.

. A column from the “Harvard Crimson” which appeared right after the election. It was written
by Andrei Cherny, a Harvard senior whom I met this weekend at the Kennedy School’s end-
of-campaign conference. His piece does a remarkable job of summing up the “New
Democrat” purposes of this campaign and of your career. It is especially useful to read in
preparation for the DLC speech, and I've given it to Michael Waldman and the speechwriters

for the draft you will receive later today.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410-0001

November 27, 1996

TO: Don Baer
FROM: Hen&f f}' Cisn?ro;

SUBJECT: Initial Thoughts Concerning President Clinton’s
Historic Legacy

The fact that President Clinton is the last American President of the 20th
Century has aspects of both a blessing and a problem.

It is a blessing because the coming of the new millennium is so heavily
loaded with notion’s of coming to closure, with wrapping up a passage
through time, that it can be used to rally Americans and to make this more
than the ordinary Presidential term. President Clinton’s second term can
be a transforming and shared American passage.

But being the last President of the century is also a challenge because the
lines of demarcation and accountability are so starkly drawn. In this view
the President will be remembered by one question: Did he prepare us for
the new century or did he leave us with looming crises - fiscal, racial,
generational, and global?

The President’s legacies will be rooted in the 20th Century but flower far
into the 21st:

1. President Clinton can change the political dialogue in our
country, altering the traditional left/right, liberal/conservative,
Democratic/Republican frameworks:



* It is appropriate at the end of the century that a new
discourse replace the 65-year old framework that has dominated
American politics since the New Deal.

* Concepts such as "the vital center" and "a third-way" mean
something when they are repeatedly reaffirmed by
Administration initiatives instead of being in the position of
having to reactively accept the dilemmas the Congress serves up
(i.e., welfare reform).

* This message is worthy of intellectual development (i.e.,
thoughtful articles authored by the President or in-depth
interviews for opinion-molding periodicals and journals) to give
it substance as opposed to campaign sales language or after-the-
fact repackaging of existing initiatives.

2. President Clinton can use his natural predilections toward
education to define a sweeping new "doctrine" of upward
mobility and societal progress through education:

* A comprehensive integration of existing and new educational
initiatives can be presented in a "doctrine" as historic as the

Morrill Act of 1862, which declared a Federal commitment to
public higher education.

* It may require pushing the envelope of current political
limits, such as innovations with education-vouchers and school-
to-work vouchers.

* The keys are to build in maximum choice for Americans
seeking education, to create market pressures on the education
bureaucracies, to break monolithic education bureaucracies into
smaller scale entrepreneurial units, and to insist on
uncompromising standards of quality and performance.



3. President Clinton can define the dominant American role in the
21st Century global framework as that of a "peacemaker":

* Of the many possible roles for the U.S., the role of active,
anticipatory "peacemaker" has the most advantages. The
peacemaker role allows us to be "prevention" oriented, thus
heading off the more expensive uses of manpower, equipment
and budgets through military incursions.

* The peacemaker role keeps domestic political tumult to a
minimum if U.S. troops are less frequently deployed in fighting
situations.

* The peacemaker role has transcendent moral dimensions, as
the scriptural passage affirms: "Blessed are the peacemakers,
for their children shall enjoy the blessings of peace."

* Application of parallel pressures for trade development and
democratic institutions can be the practical instruments that
define the role of peacemaker.

4. President Clinton can re-start the nation on a serious push
toward deep space exploration:

* Most Americans do not have a sense that our present space
effort is well-defined; that is, if asked, most citizens could not
state the mission clearly. It is time for the President to state
the mission as clearly as President Kennedy did in 1962, when

he set the goal of putting a man on the moon by the end of that
decade.

* It has been a long time since Americans understood our space
mission and as a result we are not making best use of an area
of American leadership which has made us proud as Americans
and defined the superiority of our system before the world.



* No other nation can do it. Therefore our achievements in
space serve as a symbol of American world leadership. As
such, other global competitions are settled in our favor: the
comparison of ideological systems, commercial competitions,
popular opinions of nations, and the psychological edge in
global forums.

* Develop the mission with an eye on the domestic applications
of the new space push -- consumer technologies, medical
breakthroughs, environmental knowledge, communications
improvements, and materials design -- so Americans who have a
nearly religious faith in progress and technology can justify the
effort.

* A well-defined space challenge - such as a timetable to land
an American on Mars -- would rally Americans as only such
national endeavors can do. Space achievements also take on
transcendent and spiritual dimensions in a time of human
passage such as the end of a decade, a century, and a
millennium portends.

S. President Clinton can re-design the system of campaign finance
reform by championing sweeping reforms to re-instill public
interest in politics and government:

* There is among Americans today a general disgust with the
role of money in politics. Both parties are blamed. It is
leading to an even more dangerous disaffection from public
affairs and government.

* The President knows what needs to be done. No commissions
or task forces are necessary. Just propose the truly sweeping
changes that are necessary and make them a "drum-beat
theme" -- ceaseless and unmistakable -- until they are enacted
or for the entire four years. Only in that way can the President
recapture this issue for Democrats.



* It may mean that the Democratic Party must give up some
practices it now regards as advantageous, either because they
are legislated away or because they are abandoned as unsavory
in order to establish a new and higher standard of conduct.

* We assert that the Republicans bought the House elections
with massive spending at the end. It is ironic that the issues
which gave them traction and which erased our "high ground"
advantages on policies were Democratic fundraising errors.
The point is that clean hands on this issue can make for good
politics.

6. President Clinton can commit the resources and will to power
medical breakthroughs that lead to cures for cancer and
AIDS:

* There are no concerns which touch individuals more
personally or are more important to families than matters of
health, particularly those involving deadly, seemingly
inexplicable, and unstoppable diseases such as AIDS, cancer,
Alzheimers and stroke. Cures for such diseases would
represent breakthroughs of major significance for Americans of
all incomes, races, ages and walks of life.

* The commitment of the nation’s treasure to such an
enterprise in a focused and serious manner would be viewed as
consistent with the President’s humane and compassionate
personal character. We would be putting our treasure where it
can truly help people.

* American technological might would be seen before the world
as transferrable to problems that have bedeviled humankind. It
would say: "America leads the world in ways that really matter.
We enter the new century with a belief we can relegate such
deadly enemies of humanity to the century that is past."



* The ultimate legacy would be to make the system of health
finance work so that all Americans can feel the benefits of a
massive commitment to eradicate deadly diseases.

7. President Clinton can prepare the nation for the challenges of
diversity and cement a legacy of racial reconciliation:

* The President can call on all sides to lower voices and work
together to define what it means to be an American in the 21st
Century.

* Certainly it means a willingness to observe our laws and to
submit to the due processes of our system. But it also means
going beyond legalistic tenets to matters of the American spirit,
such as an understanding of personal responsibility and the
ethic of self-improvement. The President’s policies concerning
welfare, education and training reflect optimism about human
potential and a commitment to expanding opportunities. That
commitment to expanded opportunity can become the hallmark
of the Democratic Party and the Clinton years.

* It will also be necessary to confront directly the pernicious
realities of racism and unfairness in our society. The
President’s reaction to the church burnings and to anti-
immigrant proposals demonstrate his convictions. The ugliness
of racism and of discrimination is getting worse, as the recent
incidents at Texaco and Avis show. The President’s stand in
defining an immovable American standard concerning racial
reconciliation could be a lasting legacy.

* Credibility with white Americans may also mean
demonstrating even-handedness with respect to elements of our
system of racial compensatory policies that are imperfect.
Nudging the affirmative action system along a continuum from
"race-based" to "economic need" could prove to be the right

thing to do and could change the character of America’s racial
dialogue.



,“\

* The President’s appointive powers (i.e., governmental
appointments and the courts) and "jaw-boning" with

corporations can do much to prepare the next echelon of top
leaders for the 21st Century.

8. The President can undertake entitlement reform to ensure the
long-term viability of Medicare, Medicaid, and social security:

* The concerns about the funding inadequacies of the
entitlement programs constitute the greatest source of
uncertainty about the federal government’s fiscal management.
This falls in the category of preventing a perceived future crisis.

* The aging of the American population makes these issues
critical to the politics of the next century. By the year 2010 the
population over 65-years old will double and the population of
fragile elderly over 85 years old will grow by millions.

* A serious effort to put the entitlement funds on a sound

footing would reinstill confidence in the nation’s fiscal
management.

These are initial thoughts on elements of the President’s historic legacy.
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A Campaign of the Future

Arkansas,
electoral enllege landskide,
Exactly a year ago this week, U.S.

News & World asked on its cov-
er, “Democrats: [s the Party Over?”
Inside it declared that the “world's old-
est political party is fighting for its life.”
Such talk has long since dissppeared as
the Republicans have spent much of
this year on the defensive. Bill Clinton
and the Democrats have recaptured the
political center.

In the days following the midterr 29 Geoege

demwlt:romofmop;:mhhwa
chance reclaiming presidency
fmmdthon.Thﬁmmbop;mc
the Republicans at every wep. If lh','!
say “yes,” say “no.” If they say “stop,
say “go.” If they say “high,” barnstorm
the nation furiously insisting *low.*
The second opton was to accept’
their interpreted verdict of the nation
and ever s0 softly tap the breaks on the
hurtling Republican revolution. If they

say “high,” say “I'll iump as high as you
want” Clinton, wicely, took neither
option. He forged his own path by
looking inward and realizing that artic-
ulating and trusting in who he was sl
along was the surest path to success.

linton was neither a demagogue
‘ not & Demo-GOP. I[nstead, he

became what he had promised
W be in 1992 and his
career: & raging cetrist who would
fight for middle class intercsts and
mainstreamn values. In 1994, voters
didn’t vote for a “do nothing” govern-
ment. They wanted 2 government that
works and has real
on real problems. For all the criticiem

debate definitely worth having. When

talikiing shout the ‘Pledge of Allegiance
and priton furlovghs, Americans
understood it as the criticism of a
Dernocratic Party that too often failed
to recognize America's special place in
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By no means a small
question, the argument over individu-
alism versus community has the

Hampshire: lock your doors! Citivens
of lowa: batten the hatches! After all, its
only 1,461 dsys until the next Presiden-
tia) clection.

Andrei H. Cherny is The Crimson's elec-.
tion colummist.
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Todd,

Is it correct to assume the POTUS wants
McCurry to have this orlglnal crossword
puzzle OR should we give him a copy??
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THE PRESIDENT HaS SEEN

THE WHITE HOUSE 1Ry rayg
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM '36 DEC 10 pi7:51

\

)
To: PAiLent Clinton

Fr: Lissa Muscatine
Re:  The Rhodes Scholarship Trust
Da: December 10, 1996

David Alexander, American Secretary of the Rhodes Trust, asked me to pass this list of
Rhodes winners on to you. Three Hoyas made the final cut!

12/11/96

Todd,

No copies have made of the attached yet.
In addition to the copy to Nancy H., who

should get copy to prepare letters --
Dorskind or Maureen Lewis??
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The Rhodes Scholarship Trust

OFFICE OF THE PoMana CoLueon
AMERICAN SECRETARY 333 COLLEGE WAY
CLARIMONT, CALIFORNIA 9i731-6305
TELEPHONL gog/821-8138
December 7, 1996 TELECOPER 009/ é21-pbog

American Rhodes Scholars-elect for 1997

(subject to ratification by the Rhodes Trustees after
acceptance by one of the colleges of Oxford University)

DISTRICT I Scholar-lect Institution

Connecticut Joshua Civin Yale University
P.O. Box 200954
New Haven, CT 06520

\I Kerry Francls Georgetown Unlversity
170 Pell Meadow Drive
Fairfleld, CT 06430

Massachusetts Daniel P, Kim Harvard Unlversity
29039 Woodcreek
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

New Jersey Tall Farinah Farhadian Yale University
34 Connor Drive
Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632

New York Benjamin T, Jealous Columbia University
488 Gibeon Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Jessika E. Tranclk Comell University
14 Tyler Road .
Ithaca, NY 14850

Pennsylvania Jonathan Levine | Cornell University
352 Calvert Road
Merlon, PA 19066

Tess Thompson Pennsylvania State University
104 Honeysuckle Drive
Boalsburg, PA 16827
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Maryland/District of Columbia

North Carolina

Virginia
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John M, Ackerly
4989 Glenbrook Road
Washington, DC 20016

Chatrlotte A, Opal
7267 Lee Highway
Falls Church, VA 22046

Hans Christian Ackerman
$24 Marlin Drive

Newport News, VA 23602

\J Hamed Rehim Wardak

Arkansas \J

Florida

Georgia

Indiana

Michigan

Ohio

1530 North Key Boulevard
Atlington, VA 2209

Shana Lovell
206 8. 29th Street
Ozark, AR 72949

Lana Israel
2140 NE 207th Street No.
Miami Beach, PL 33179

Pardis Christin Sabeti
7550 Hinson Street #15B
Orlando, FL 32819

R, Davis McCallum
122 Brighton Road
Atlanta, GA 30309

Eugenio Fernandez
95 S. San Gabriel Boulevard
Pasadens, CA 91107

Eva Rzepniewski
37 Tetrace Court
Carmel, IN 46032

Stephanie E. Palmer
424 Common Street
Walled Lake, MI 48350

Suzanne Goh
2317 Saint Roberts Lane
Toledo, OH 43617

Williams College

Wake Forest University

College of William end Mary

Georgetown University

University of Arkansss,

Little Rock

Harvard University

Massachusetts Institute of

Technology

Princeton University

Notre Dame University

Notre Dame University

Michigan State University

Harvard University
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Minnesota

Missouri

Nebraska

Wisconsin

Colorado

New Mexico

Texas

Utah

Alaska

California

Oregon
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Beth Truesdale
169 N, Roosevelt Avenue
Bexley, OH 43209

Dean John Ssver
454 Hammersmith Road
St. Louls, MO 63141

Jeremy Vaﬁer
4510 Mohawk Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

Aaron D. Olver
6629 Maywood Avenue
Middleton, W1 53562

Ryan David Egeland
16505 Birch Brlar Trail
Plymouth, MN 55447

Horacio R. Trufillo
HCR74 Box 20204
El Prado, NM 87529

Maryana Iskatder
600 Creckanont Drive
Round Ro¢k, TX 78681

Olivie White
890 East Capitol Boulevard
Salt Lake City, UT 84103

Adam K. Ake
2139 Sorbus Way
Anchorage, AK 99507

Annette Salmeen
186 Riverview Ct,
Ann Arbor, M1 48104

Kweli Ebon Washington
2339 Ellsworth Street

Berkeley, CA 94704

Edward K. Boyda
11851 S,W. Riverwood Road

Portland, OR 97219
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Duke University
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University of Wisconsin,
Madison

Colorado College

Georgetown Unlversity

Rice University

Stanford University

U.S. Military Academy
University of Californis,
Los Angeles

Harvard University

Harvard University
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December 11, 1996

Thomas J. Schneider
Restructuring Associates, Inc.
Suite 350

1050 Seventeenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Tom:

Thanks for recommending John Calhoun Wells for
Secretary of Labor and for your advice
concerning the Secretary of Energy appointment.
I appreciate your insight, as always, and have
made Erskine Bowles aware of your suggestions.

Thanks, too, for what you said about my speech
in Sydney. Hillary and I were so pleased you
could make the trip with us.

Best to Cynthia.

Sincerely,

R




RESTRUCTURING ASSOCIATES INC.
SVUITE 350
1050 SEVENTEENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

(202) 778-8213

FAX: (202) 223-0346

December 2, 1996

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

Dear President Clinton:

For Secretary of Labor, I would encourage you to consider
your Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service,
John CalhouniWells. - He has done an outstanding job in his
‘current position, winning the trust and confidence of both
organized labor and business, and totally reinventing his agency.

He has very good academic credentials, a Ph.D. from Rutgers,
positions at the Kennedy School of Government (Harvard), and the
President of the John Grey Institute associated with the Lamar
University System (Beaumont, Texas).

He also has good political administrative experience. He
was the Secretary of Labor for Kentucky from 1983 to 1987. Prior
to that, he headed other state agencies. John Y. Brown, Wendall
Ford, Dick Gephardt and Jack Brooks can all speak on his behalf.

Having worked with John over the years and seen his work at
the FMCS, I think he would serve you well. He understands
organized labor well, while also understanding the competitive
challenges facing business. He shares your views on labor-
management cooperation. He is extremely politically adept.
Finally, he is totally committed to your agenda and your
interests.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call.

Yours faithfully,

Thomas J. Schneider



RESTRUCTURING ASSOCIATES INC.
SUITE 350
1050 SEVENTEENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

(202) 778-8213

FAX: (202) 223-0346

December 2, 1996

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

Dear President Clinton:

‘This letter concerns the selection of the next . Secretary #of
Energy. The Department needs to have a Secretary who can
effectively manage a large-scale organizational restructuring and
culture change.

For a combination of reasons, I have closely observed the
Department since 1993. Secretary O’Leary, whatever her faults,
has extremely effectively lead a massive change in the culture of
the Department. 1Invisible to the public, the changes she has
made in the DOE are probably your Administration’s greatest
success in re-inventing government. The changes she has led will
at the very least save tax payers tens of billions of dollars in
the future as well as provide other benefits. Contractors and
the unions at former nuclear weapons sites today all understand
the need for dramatic improvements in performance, quality, and
speed. Labor and management are forging partnerships to cut
clean-up times in half, and for half the costs projected in 1993.

Secretary O’Leary from the beginning has pushed a simple
focused message, that eventually was heard, and now is in the
process of taking root. The clean up of the nuclear weapons
sites, by far and away is the largest job of the Department, and
will continue for at least another decade. The changes the
Secretary has introduced must be continued and spread throughout
the system.

The next Secretary needs to know how to manage an
organization, needs to understand the management concepts
underlying organizational restructuring and reinvention, and
needs to be committed to working with organized labor, or the
reforms that Secretary O’Leary pushed will die. Despite claims
by the Republicans, the Department is on the right track. The
next Secretary needs to be capable of continuing the change.




president Clinton
December 2, 1996
page 2

In my opinion, therefore, you should choose someone with strong
management skills who is politically sensitive rather than
someone with strong politically skills, but lacking serious
management skills. For example, and this is only and example, a

Jahie?Ggreiidﬁﬁéfﬁﬁhithadér}is;prgﬁérable to af

I hope this is useful.

Yours faithfully,

Jhomao 9. Aehnscdse)oms

Thomas J. Schneider
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SUITE 350 AN it o,
1050 SEVENTEENTH STHEET, N, W.

WASHINGTON, D. C, 20036

(202) 775-8213

Fax: (202) 223-0346

December 2, 1996

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

Dear President Clinton:

First, I would like to thank you for inviting me to join you
on your trip to Australia. I consider it an experience of a
lifetime.

When I first visited Australia in 1992, I fell in love with
the country. On subsequent trips, I have made many Australian
friends, and thoroughly enjoy my time there. I knew that they
would embrace you and hoped that you and Hillary would love it as
much as Cynthia and I do.

You both were enormously successful; they love and admire
you. You have solidified the relationship between the U.S. and
Australia for at least another decade, and have articulated the
framework for a partnership that will probably structure the
relationship between our two countries for the next generation.
The importance of this cannot be understated.

Hillary'’s speech in Sydney was extraordinarily well received
across all segments of society. She gave the women of Australia
a coherent framework for their emerging roles in the political
process. Her speech will be favorably quoted frequently as
Australia debates the changing role of women.

Finally, you made an invaluable contribution to Australian
society, and perhaps the world, in your speech in Sydney. Your
comments about the value of diversity, Australia embodying the
spirit of the Olympics, and acting as a model for the rest of the
world may profoundly affect the country.



President Clinton
December 2, 1996
Page 2

As I explained Tuesday evening when we had dinner,
unfortunately some Australian politicians have recently reopened
the issue of Asian immigration. The consequence has been an
increase in racist activity and comments. John Howard had not
attacked this activity, and thus it grew.

Your speech both confronted the Australians with the
wrongness of the debate, and set a new standard for them as
country. They have never seen themselves as beacons of hope or
as models for others. You challenged them to do so. Howard'’'s
remarks in his speech prior to yours were seen by all Australians
as a 180 degree reversal of his position. The believers in the
value of a diverse society celebrated yours and his comments.
They saw you as the driving force prompting Howard’s change in
direction.

By raising the bar, and holding out the vision of Australia
as a role model for the world, you have also precipitated a
national debate about Australia’s role in the world, and as a
consequence how it should behave domestically, i.e., as a role
model or not.

You were highly thought of before your visit, now you are
viewed somewhat as a national hero. Congratulations. You made
me extremely proud to be an American, and even prouder to count
you as a friend.

My very best to Hillary.

Yours faithfully,

Shemaa ) Behncidoe s

Thomas J. Schneider






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 11, 1996

Mary Hill

Unite 413

203 Loudon Road

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Dear Mary:

As always, your note was wise and inspiring,
and I love the poem you sent. I will try and
remain true to the ideals set forth in it, and
I must say that you also embody the qualities
of A Good American.

Sincerely,

[

P Utren
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May Your Holiday Be Blessed
With Everyone You Love

THE FISHER FAMILY

Alison, Richard, James, Texana, Anders e Nancy







THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

et P il Willine S oA

/



THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

i T W T = N

ANNE K. BINGAMAN

Guest Scholar, The Brookings Institution
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WASHINGTON e
December 9, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: DONALD A. BAER % | 96 DEC 9 PH5:52

SUBJECT: ITEMS OF INTEREST

I’ve attached two items you will find useful in your thinking about the future.

" A preliminary memo from Henry Cisneros as part of our strategy/legacy work. As usual,
Henry has summed up so much of what we need to be about very well.

_ A column from the “Harvard Crimson” which appeared right after the election. It was written
by Andrei Cherny, a Harvard senior whom I met this weekend at the Kennedy School’s end-
of-campaign conference. His piece does a remarkable job of summing up the “New
Democrat” purposes of this campaign and of your career. It is especially useful to read in
preparation for the DLC speech, and I've given it to Michael Waldman and the speechwriters
for the draft you will receive later today.




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410-0001

November 27, 1996

TO: Don Baer
FROM: Heéy ﬁ Cisn?m;

SUBJECT: Initial Thoughts Concerning President Clinton’s
Historic Legacy

The fact that President Clinton is the last American President of the 20th
Century has aspects of both a blessing and a problem.

It is a blessing because the coming of the new millennium is so heavily
loaded with notion’s of coming to closure, with wrapping up a passage
through time, that it can be used to rally Americans and to make this more
than the ordinary Presidential term. President Clinton’s second term can
be a transforming and shared American passage.

But being the last President of the century is also a challenge because the
lines of demarcation and accountability are so starkly drawn. In this view
the President will be remembered by one question: Did he prepare us for
the new century or did he leave us with looming crises - fiscal, racial,
generational, and global?

The President’s legacies will be rooted in the 20th Century but flower far
into the 21st:

1. President Clinton can change the political dialogue in our
country, altering the traditional left/right, liberal/conservative,
Democratic/Republican frameworks:



* It is appropriate at the end of the century that a new
discourse replace the 65-year old framework that has dominated
American politics since the New Deal.

* Concepts such as "the vital center" and "a third-way" mean
something when they are repeatedly reaffirmed by
Administration initiatives instead of being in the position of
having to reactively accept the dilemmas the Congress serves up
(i.e., welfare reform).

* This message is worthy of intellectual development (i.e.,
thoughtful articles authored by the President or in-depth
interviews for opinion-molding periodicals and journals) to give
it substance as opposed to campaign sales language or after-the-
fact repackaging of existing initiatives.

2. President Clinton can use his natural predilections toward
education to define a sweeping new "doctrine" of upward
mobility and societal progress through education:

* A comprehensive integration of existing and new educational
initiatives can be presented in a "doctrine" as historic as the
Morrill Act of 1862, which declared a Federal commitment to
public higher education.

* It may require pushing the envelope of current political
limits, such as innovations with education-vouchers and school-
to-work vouchers.

* The keys are to build in maximum choice for Americans
seeking education, to create market pressures on the education
bureaucracies, to break monolithic education bureaucracies into
smaller scale entrepreneurial units, and to insist on
uncompromising standards of quality and performance.



3. President Clinton can define the dominant American role in the
21st Century global framework as that of a "peacemaker":

* Of the many possible roles for the U.S., the role of active,
anticipatory "peacemaker" has the most advantages. The
peacemaker role allows us to be "prevention" oriented, thus
heading off the more expensive uses of manpower, equipment
and budgets through military incursions.

* The peacemaker role keeps domestic political tumult to a
minimum if U.S. troops are less frequently deployed in fighting
situations.

* The peacemaker role has transcendent moral dimensions, as
the scriptural passage affirms: "Blessed are the peacemakers,
for their children shall enjoy the blessings of peace."

* Application of parallel pressures for trade development and
democratic institutions can be the practical instruments that
define the role of peacemaker.

4. President Clinton can re-start the nation on a serious push
toward deep space exploration:

* Most Americans do not have a sense that our present space
effort is well-defined; that is, if asked, most citizens could not
state the mission clearly. It is time for the President to state
the mission as clearly as President Kennedy did in 1962, when

he set the goal of putting a man on the moon by the end of that
decade.

* It has been a long time since Americans understood our space
mission and as a result we are not making best use of an area
of American leadership which has made us proud as Americans
and defined the superiority of our system before the world.



* No other nation can do it. Therefore our achievements in
space serve as a symbol of American world leadership. As
such, other global competitions are settled in our favor: the
comparison of ideological systems, commercial competitions,
popular opinions of nations, and the psychological edge in
global forums.

* Develop the mission with an eye on the domestic applications
of the new space push -- consumer technologies, medical
breakthroughs, environmental knowledge, communications
improvements, and materials design -- so Americans who have a
nearly religious faith in progress and technology can justify the
effort.

* A well-defined space challenge -- such as a timetable to land
an American on Mars -- would rally Americans as only such
national endeavors can do. Space achievements also take on
transcendent and spiritual dimensions in a time of human
passage such as the end of a decade, a century, and a
millennium portends.

S. President Clinton can re-design the system of campaign finance
reform by championing sweeping reforms to re-instill public
interest in politics and government:

* There is among Americans today a general disgust with the
role of money in politics. Both parties are blamed. It is
leading to an even more dangerous disaffection from public
affairs and government.

* The President knows what needs to be done. No commissions
or task forces are necessary. Just propose the truly sweeping
changes that are necessary and make them a "drum-beat
theme" -- ceaseless and unmistakable -- until they are enacted

or for the entire four years. Only in that way can the President
recapture this issue for Democrats.



* It may mean that the Democratic Party must give up some
practices it now regards as advantageous, either because they
are legislated away or because they are abandoned as unsavory
in order to establish a new and higher standard of conduct.

* We assert that the Republicans bought the House elections
with massive spending at the end. It is ironic that the issues
which gave them traction and which erased our "high ground"
advantages on policies were Democratic fundraising errors.
The point is that clean hands on this issue can make for good
politics.

6. President Clinton can commit the resources and will to power
medical breakthroughs that lead to cures for cancer and
AIDS:

* There are no concerns which touch individuals more
personally or are more important to families than matters of
health, particularly those involving deadly, seemingly
inexplicable, and unstoppable diseases such as AIDS, cancer,
Alzheimers and stroke. Cures for such diseases would
represent breakthroughs of major significance for Americans of
all incomes, races, ages and walks of life.

* The commitment of the nation’s treasure to such an
enterprise in a focused and serious manner would be viewed as
consistent with the President’s humane and compassionate
personal character. We would be putting our treasure where it
can truly help people.

* American technological might would be seen before the world
as transferrable to problems that have bedeviled humankind. It
would say: "America leads the world in ways that really matter.
We enter the new century with a belief we can relegate such
deadly enemies of humanity to the century that is past."



* The ultimate legacy would be to make the system of health
finance work so that all Americans can feel the benefits of a
massive commitment to eradicate deadly diseases.

7. President Clinton can prepare the nation for the challenges of
diversity and cement a legacy of racial reconciliation:

* The President can call on all sides to lower voices and work
together to define what it means to be an American in the 21st
Century.

* Certainly it means a willingness to observe our laws and to
submit to the due processes of our system. But it also means
going beyond legalistic tenets to matters of the American spirit,
such as an understanding of personal responsibility and the
ethic of self-improvement. The President’s policies concerning
welfare, education and training reflect optimism about human
potential and a commitment to expanding opportunities. That
commitment to expanded opportunity can become the hallmark
of the Democratic Party and the Clinton years.

* It will also be necessary to confront directly the pernicious
realities of racism and unfairness in our society. The
President’s reaction to the church burnings and to anti-
immigrant proposals demonstrate his convictions. The ugliness
of racism and of discrimination is getting worse, as the recent
incidents at Texaco and Avis show. The President’s stand in
defining an immovable American standard concerning racial
reconciliation could be a lasting legacy.

* Credibility with white Americans may also mean
demonstrating even-handedness with respect to elements of our
system of racial compensatory policies that are imperfect.
Nudging the affirmative action system along a continuum from
"race-based" to "economic need" could prove to be the right

thing to do and could change the character of America’s racial
dialogue.



* The President’s appointive powers (i.e., governmental
appointments and the courts) and "jaw-boning" with
corporations can do much to prepare the next echelon of top
leaders for the 21st Century.

8. The President can undertake entitlement reform to ensure the
long-term viability of Medicare, Medicaid, and social security:

* The concerns about the funding inadequacies of the
entitlement programs constitute the greatest source of
uncertainty about the federal government’s fiscal management.
This falls in the category of preventing a perceived future crisis.

* The aging of the American population makes these issues
critical to the politics of the next century. By the year 2010 the
population over 65-years old will double and the population of
fragile elderly over 85 years old will grow by millions.

* A serious effort to put the entitlement funds on a sound
footing would reinstill confidence in the nation’s fiscal
management.

These are initial thoughts on elements of the President’s historic legacy.






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 11, 1996

Dear Mr. President:

Ofthumnnychanengwlhavelnduxam-Comsel,noneismotelyasdlﬂmtﬂtu
informing you that it is time for me to resign, which I shall do as soon as you select a new
Counsel. I hope to be able to depart on or around February 15.

I have wncludodthntﬁ:i:ﬂ:cﬂgh:mtotmmmiaﬁmnninMImm
dmisimmmyynmgﬂchﬂdrm.whoufomsﬂvaymmpmdngbywimoma&qmﬂma
and attention from me, and to Diane end my older children who have needs that I find it ;
altogether 100 difficult for me to meet while in public service. Believe me, Mr. Presideat, only
my obligations to family could bring me to this decision: it saddens me deeply to leave a job I
love dearly and the service of a president I so respect and admire.

I was brought up to believe that America’s greainess is rooted in the opportunity of every
gencmt.iontoimprovenotnnlyituownlotbmﬂmthacharautuandspiﬁtofomcollmﬁw ;
selves ~ not onlyinourabﬂitytoputmmepwplotowmkandmletfewnrpenplagohmay. but
also in our ever-expanding sense of tolerance, compassion and decency. You do a magnificent -
job, Mr. President, inshowingusth;wuytohmutmtonlyﬂmmﬂeﬁalgaimthmmab
Amm-icastrong,butnlsonndmnreimpommly.thupiﬁmdweu-behgthumakammbhof
sharing both our bounty and our principles at home and abroad,

I have been enormously honored to serve you, and I will always be proud to count myself
among your fricnds and supporters. As you do your great work, you and the First Lady have
withstood assaults that few could even contemplate facing, secure in the knowledge that truth
and the judgement of history will boonyouruideuddajusﬁmmthewnndcrfullndmlpyou
provide to the country. Please know that, although I may not be physically present, I willbec &
vocal advocate of your leadership and hanor.

Thank you for all you have done for me and for the opportunity to serve you and our
country. ! .
Sincercly,

:
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500
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