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Writer's Direct Dial Number: 
202,77S-7105 

November 7, 1996 

VIA FACSIMILE - (202) 456-2215 

Todd Stern 
Office of the Staff Secretary 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

Dear Todd: 

Attached is a letter requesting President Clinton to sigrt an executive order 

establishing a President's Commission on the National Museuin of Women's History 

(NMWH). Much like the executive order signed by President Jimmy Carter 

establishing the Holocaust Memorial and Museum, the Commission's mission would be 

to identify a federal site in Washington, gain legislative authorization of the site, and 

identify private funds for construction and renovation costs. The NMWH would be a 

lasting legacy to President Clinton's value for women's contributions in our society. 

I will call you this week to discuss how to get the President to issue an executive 

order. 

Sinc ely, 

Reta J. Lewis 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY 

! 
October 10, 1996 

• 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President 
The White House 

Dcar Mr. President 
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After a 76-year struggle by women,.Congress has unanimously agreed to restore the 

statue of suffragists Susan B. Anthony, Elinbeth Cady Stamen, and Lucretia Mott to 

the Capitol Rotunda. Although theescourageous and visionary leaders • . 

enfranchised 52% of our population, their images and story have been relegated to 

thc Capitol ctypt since 1921. Finally. due to the tireless work ofthe Woman 

Suffrage Statue Campaign, a project °title newly ibrmed National Museum of 

Wornen's History (NMWK) in misfits bath public awareness and the c4mgressionally 

required money for relocation costs, this important historic sinsbol will move to the 

Rotunda on the tentative date ofNOVestsber 19. 1996. (Enclosure 1.) NMWH it 

bonored to invite you and Mrs. Clintatito pirticipate in the *dedication Ceremony. 

Under separate cover, we are asking Mrs. Clinton to unveil the Suf£t-agist Statue. 

Because of thc historical signifies:We ofthese great Americati women and the faot 

that for thc first titne in our nation't history our to:mothers and forefathers win 

stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perlirnt , „ . 

occasion for you to make an announcer:mut or issue an Executive Order treating a 

President's Commissiorron tlie Waking Musoum of Women's Hiutory, The . 

Commission's mission would be sti identify a federal site in Washington, D.C., gain 

le0s1stive authotization of the lite, identify private fUnds fbreonstruction and 

renovation costs, and develop plan 10 privately Azad yearly operating oostsl, 

President jimmy Caner issued a sinner Ex~~Ve Order to establish the U.S. 

Holocaust Memorial end Museum. (Enclosure 2.) • 

NMWH has the thll and enthusiastic support ofBetsy mars. Manor of the White 

House (Mee 011 Woinen's Initialing and Outmach. In fact, Betsy calls this project 

a "gift to thc President." Througiunt our campaip to rcturrithe 6uOlagist Statue to 

the Capitol Rotunda 141.4WH bu rieehred strung support Oorti merry members of 

Congress. Representative CarolynMaiCesof is so sure of theineed for and Public 

support of NMWH that she wants to make it pert of her campaign efforts :n 

earning months. §ince. this Inuit be a biperditn effort, we will be 4oliciting support 

from both Democratic and Republica:Members of Congress. Considering the : . 

thousands of women and men Wei Oration that have given us a "thumbs up" 

with their calls, letters, and dollars, we believe that the timc is ri&ht. 
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Supporting the National Museum of Women's History by ExeOurive Ortlec would 
make clear your and thc Adminianation's intention to honor womcu's put, 
contributions, audio support and entOurage their continuing centributions to our 
nation. The NMWIf was created in response to American wciten'.1 tkeply felt 
concern about the distortion of their htiatory. 11'.story is primAgly thf.it - ilia story, not 
her story. For example. few know the'Mother cof Medicinc, Tr6tult. of Warn% Italy 
(1? - 1097), whose ccntibutions to the field of medicine mai those of Hipp:mates. 
Women also Del a compelling &trek the face of major sociil tad poltilotl change 
to give voice to their unique peispeCilve on our nation's past aud 'in creattag its 
future. (Enolosuro 3.) 
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We Cope you will agree to announce the establishment of a Presidential Conunissioh 
on )MWII at tile historic Rededication Ceremony of the Suffragist Statue in the 
Capitol Rotunda. At a minimum, Tea hippo that you will honor lus with you 
participation and tbat we can continua to discuss the Executive Order. It could bc 
signed in a future ceremony, perhaps in the Rose Garden. 

Thank you for ell you hnve done and continue to do in supporf bf women ¿rid 
children. i 

Most Respectfull,y, 

Karen K. Stager 
President, NMWH 
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President Carter announced the fortnattou of the President's mmisskin on the 
Holocaust in a Whit. goose Rose Ganges ceremony celebrating larael's thirtieth 
anniversary on May I, 1978. I 

.{d s urse  . I • 9 - I 

(Linenthal. 1995) 

The commission was created at a time when A.merican Jew were ery disturbed over the 
idea of the Palegtinian rightto a hornelled.and enact that Carter linked the sale of 
previously promised aircraft to Israel with the salo of aircraft to E t and SaudiAribia. 

Chief of Staff Hamilton Jordim asked Mist Siert, deputy sums t to the President. to . 

become the President's liaison to the Jewith communfty. 
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