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NCC9/13/96 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
A STATEMENT OF CONCERN

In the face of present tensions between the Umted States and Iraq and the continuing
poss1bﬂ1ty of U.S. air strikes, we as leaders in the National Coungil of Churches of Christ
in the U.S.A. presently meeting in Geneva as participants in the Central Committee of the
World Council of Churches strongly urge the U.S, goverriment topursue a course of
military restraint and multilateral diplomacy. We believe U.S. actions always should, be "
taken in the context of longstanding commitments to the family of nations, the -
International Rule of Law and the well-being of all’ peoples .

‘We have no sympathy for the policies of the prcscnt government of Iraq Its .
aggressiveness cannot be ignored. We have worked for finding a formula to allow

humapitarian aid to address the enormous hnrdslnps of the Iraqi people The oil for food o

and medicine agreement must not be lost. Again, President Hussein has risked his-own'.

people, and our government's responses ‘to his acnons must not make us comphclt m such
human suffering. S :

The commitments of the United States in thns and other settmgs have regularly been

informed by international counsel, broadly recognized standards for the uses of military - '. RN
power and the intent and spirit of U.N, Security Council resolut;ons We urge connnued

observance of these comnntments

There is little doubt of the U. S capaclty to suike or oft.he will 10, do so However, thosc
who exploit the need for reprisal or.play upon a sad but popular t thirst for U.S. m;htary
action must also be challenged. Even as we u:gc our President to pursuc &, pohcy of . .
restraint and international accountability, which wé believe to be the moral course we
reject any urging to trust only in. musole and xmght :

Further we must once again speak on beha]f of thc hapless wctuns of the hostlhty of

nations. We voice our insistence that U.S. actions as well'as the. actions of other nations - - ]
be informed by the consequences for all who may be caugﬁt in the potential violence: and <

 for their families, involving in this instance Kurds, Iraqis, American military personnel

and other potential victims. As people of faith, we offer our symipathies; support and
prayers.
-more-
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We urge all governments, including our own, to pursue a course of discernment,
diplomacy and cooperation that will both protect human life and embody the responsible
uses of power. We believe this is the moral course.
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