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July 19, 1999

VASHINGTON

Raymond R. Abramson
Post Office Box 281
Clarendon, Arkansas 72029

Dear Raymond:

Thank you for your letter and for sharing the
family news. It sounds like you all are doing
well.

I appreciate your wise comments on the White
River eco-system. I've forwarded your letter
to George Frampton, the Acting Director of the
White House Council on Enviromental Quality.
His staff will look into your suggestions and
should follow-up with you directly. Thanks for
writing to me about this important issue -- and
keep up the good work.

Sincerely,
»

P
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Raymond R. Abramson
Post Office Box 281
Clarendon, Arkansas

72029
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Raymond R. Abrams%y}%

Attorney at Law
P. O. Box 281

281 Madison
- M CLARENDON, ARKANSAS 72029
9 TELEPHONE _ (870) 747-3377 i,
FAX (870) 747-5773 W
E-mail  RABRAMSON@futura.net

June 30, 1999

Honorable Bill Clinton, President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

There is a local issue of great importance to me that I would like you to know
about. First, I’d like to bring you up to date about our family since we last saw you.

We have now completed the process of restoring my grandparent’s home in
Holly Grove. As you would expect, Mockie did an outstanding job in her painstaking
and artistic way to restore the home to its former glory, and it has been placed on the
National Historic Register. It means a lot to me that my children are the fourth
generation to be brought up in our family home in Holly Grove, and makes us proud of
our heritage and deep roots in the community. We look forward to the time when you
will visit us, as you have in all of our previous homes.

Anne is looking forward to her senior year at Phillips Exeter Academy. She
continues to excel academically, making top grades and top test scores. She is
attending a summer program at Harvard, and we are beginning the college selection
process. Emily will become a ninth grade boarding student at Baylor School in
Chattanooga this fall, and she is quite excited about the challenge. Mockie and I are
equally anxious about having both of our daughters off at school, and becoming
premature “empty nesters”.

One of my most rewarding and enriching experiences has been my service on the
Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission, to which you appointed me many years ago.
This year I am serving as Chairman.



For many years, the Natural Heritage Commission has maintained a fervent
interest in the White River eco-system; we have conducted independent studies as well
as studies in cooperation with The Nature Conservancy, the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and others. I am gravely
concerned at this time because a massive navigation project is planned for 258 miles
of the lower White River from mile 10 near Gillett all the way up river to Newport.
Four irrigation projects are in various stages of planning, project design, or nearing
construction. Other irrigation projects are being proposed. Both the Environmental
Protection Agency and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service have gone on record
opposing the navigation project. Numerous other public interest groups have expressed
concern over the impact of this proposed navigation project.

As you know, in its northern reaches, the White River is dammed by Beaver,
Table Rock, Bull Shoals, and Norfolk Dams, creating recreation, power generation, and
flood control and drinking water for municipalities and industry. Its middle section is
world renowned for trout fishing. The lower White River is used for transportation of
goods, irmigation, and as a municipal and industrial water source. The lowest 100 miles
of the river flows through the White River and Cache River National Wildlife Refuges
and is the most important wintering area for mallards in North America. The Big
Woods project is an exciting way that the private and public sectors have combined to
preserve and protect this precious bottomland hardwood ecosystem that is all but
extinct elsewhere in this country. As you know, the lower White River has been
designated a Wetland of International Importance, and is a national treasure. Your most
loyal and longtime supporters here in Clarendon, Holly Grove, and up and down the
lower reaches of the White River are extemely proud of our natural areas, which is a
major resource for us. Hunters, fishermen, conservationists, scientists who study
wetlands, and non-consumptive users such as hikers, campers, and birdwatchers are
vitally interested in our refuges and their preservation.

In your weekly radio address on Saturday, May 29, 1999, you instructed all
federal agencies to adopt “a comprehensive strategy to better safeguard rivers and other
bodies of water on federal land.” I would like to ask you to instruct the federal
agencies to focus on the White River as a model for the implementation of that policy.
Atno point has a comprehensive study been conducted to determine how any one
project or use interacts with other projects or uses. More importantly, no study-has
been conducted to determine the cumulative impact of these uses on the White River.
Secretary of the Interior Babbit has been briefed on these issues, and is scheduled to
be in Clarendon on a tour of various Mississippi River Valley projects on July 19,
1999. I believe that his appearance in Clarendon would be the perfect time and place
for an announcement that a comprehensive study will be conducted on the White River.
The Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission would eagerly support and participate in
such a study.
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The White River would be the perfect model for a comprehensive study for
several reasons. First, the River contains a wide variety of geography, geology, and
ecosystems as it flows from the mountains of Northwest Arkansas through the Delta
of Southeast Arkansas. Secondly, the River has a diversity of uses from bass fishing
and boating on the big lakes, to municipal water use, to irrigation, to hunting and
outdoor recreation. Third, it would be tremendously efficient because the White River
and its tributaries have been the focus of many different studies, but none have been
interrelated or interactive with each other, so it would be cost effective to bring these
studies together to form a comprehensive study.

It would be tragic to allow the White River to deteriorate because of a lack of
planning and become like the Colorado River, which was used for so many types of
projects that the downstream residents often times no longer have the river as a
resource. Our government needs to take action to see that no other American rivers
and streams suffer the same fate, and I certainly do not want it to happen to the White
River.

With an administration decision to use the White River as the model for the
implementation of your previously announced policy, you can take a major policy step
towards an environmentally responsible balance between the competing uses of our
rivers and streams, and preserve the natural heritage which means so much to us locally
for our children and generations to come.

Again, [ look forward to visiting with you soon, and will be more than happy to
discuss these vitally important public policy matters with you or your staff at your

convenence.
%

t personal regards,

Ra d R. Abramson

RRA:ls
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RAYMOND R. ABRAMSON
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 281
Clarendon, AR 72029
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Honorable Bill Clinton, President

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C.
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( ﬂ(h&'ﬁ% I’'m glad Susan took us back to 1991 when our party had lost 5 of the preceding
6 Presidential elections. It is easy to forget that the Republicans controlled the White
House 20 of those 24 years and were poised to become the clear majority party.

Bill Clinton changed that by doing three things.

First, politically, bringing the Democratic Party back to the center and bringing
back the middle class. He did this by turning our weaknesses into strengths,
particularly in crime and welfare.

Second, economically, by making the Democratic Party the party of

entrepreneuralism and globalization. This has resulted in low inflation and M«w-

unemployment, a huge government surplus and a record boom that has astonished the PoTus
«

world.

Third, domestic policy - while changing so much politically and economically,
he remained true to our party’s core concerns for the poor, for minorities, for the
elderly, for women and for all those affected by the tremendous changes of our time.

That is a magnificent legacy - a political revolution that brought the Democratic
Party back, a record economic boom that is preparing us superbly for the 21" century
and a renewed support for the needy. And that legacy isn’t completed yet - with 18
months of his presidency left you can be confident that this president, this man of
tremendous energy and vision, will not rest until other major goals are reached.

So it is with great pride in the last 8 years and anticipation for the next 18

months that Susan and I welcome back our President and friend, William Jefferson

Clinton. (_Q.—LU MML—CQ.Q‘UJ
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- Fast Track Isn’'t Fast Enough

By Mack McLarty

WASHINGTON

his is our fast track.”
So said leaders of
the European Union
last month as they
signed the Rio Dec-

: laration calling for
free-trade talks between the union and
Latin America and the Caribbean. Al-
though the obstacles to any substan-

(44

tive agreement are large, this chal-

lenge to United States leadership in
the hemisphere must not be ignored.

Since Congress failed last year to
give President Clinton fast track nego-
tiating authority, trade in the Ameri-
cas has been stalled. In my view, it is
time to rethink our approach. For the
sake of free trade, it's time to abandon
fast track — at least for now.

Fast-track legislation, developed in
the early 1570's to smooth Cengres-
sional consideration of trade agree-
ments, now threatens by its absence to
stop trade negotiations before they
start. Let’s put the horse back before
the cart. Rather than asking Congress
to consider broad, abstract fast-track
authority, President Clinton should
send Congress a concrete free-trade
agreement.

When presented with specifics, Con-
gress repeatedly votes pro-trade. Con-
gress has supported the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement, the World
Trade Organization and trade rela-
tions with China. A recent poll by the
Association of Women in International

Mack McLarty was President Clin-
ton’s first chief of staff and his spe-
cial envoy for the Americas.

Trade shows that Democrats, Repub-
licans, business owners and, yes, even
union members support the concept of
free trade by a 2-to-1 ratio.

The challenge is to tap this broad
support. It is easier to put a human
face on trade when tangible benefits
are at hand. With a real agreement
before Congress, the winners know
who they are and can mobilize public
opinion. The few hurt by such an
agreement can be helped with worker
retraining and transition assistance.

The most logical candidate for a
free-trade agreement is Chile, a coun-
try whose center-left Government
shows sensitivity to environmental

Clinton should get
specific on trade.

concerns and working conditions, a
country whose economy is a2 model for
Latin American and the world.

This spring in Santiago, I urged the
Chilean Government and business
leaders to renew their quest for an
agreement with the United States. I
received a warm response, and Presi-
dent Eduardo Frei's new chief of staff
— José Miguel Insulza, the former
Foreign Minister — recently endorsed
such bilateral trade talks.

I now urge the Clinton Administra-
tion to stop waiting for fast track. The
United States and Chile should begin
talks this summer on an agreement,
using Nafta as a model. Chile has said
that it would comply with the vast
majority of Nafta’s terms, including

Che New fork Eimes
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labor and environmental provisions.
Such an agreement would comple-
ment Chile’s membership in Merco-
sur, South America's trade bloc.

Of course, without fast track, Chile
could make politically sensitive con-
cessions only to see Congress try to
change the agreement. But Chile can
stipulate that it will not accept
amendments — the same option
available to any sovereign state ne-
gotiating with the United States. If
Chile coordinates carefully with Con-
gress and the Administration, an
agreement is within reach.

The United States exports more
than $4 billion worth of goods each
year to Chile, amounting to a $1.5
billion trade surplus. We sell more to
Chile, a country of 14 million people,
than we do to India, a country of
almost a billion. But our companies
and workers are now at a competi-
tive disadvantage to competitors in
Canada and Mexico, who already
have free-trade agreements with
Chile.

I see encouraging signs that mem-
bers of Congress in both parties are
tired of the old polarized trade de-
bate. It is time to capitalize on this
opportunity. A trade agreement with
Chile can be a bridge between South
America and North America. As an
old friend of mine might say, it would
be the bridge to the 21st century. O

Correction

An article on Sunday about busing in
Boston incorrectly stated the author
of “Common Ground.” The author is
J. Anthony Lukas.
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Europe Hit
By Tariffs
In Battle
Over Beef

US. Acts After EU
Ignores Trade Group

‘By PauL BLusTEIN
Washington Post Staff Writer

Danish ham, German mustard,
French goose liver and a host of
other continental delicacies will be
hit with punitive 100 percent tar-
iffs in retaliation for the European
Union’s ban on U.S. hormone-
treated beef, the Clinton adminis-
tration announced yesterday.

The move may be the final, unsat-
isfying blow in a battle over efforts by
US. ranchers to sell their beef—near-
ly all of which comes from cattle
injected with growth-inducing hor-
mones—in the European market.

The announcement means that
the wholesale prices of the European
products on the target list, which
total $116.8 million a year in value,
will effectively double, making them
impractical to import into the United
States. But that won’t necessarily

change the EU’s prohibition on the -

sale of hormone-treated meat.

The outcome is thus likely to stir .
debate about the World Trade Orga-
nization, which sets the rules for
global commerce and adjudicates dis-*
putes. The case illustrates that, while
the WTO can use leverage to prod its
134 member countries toward more

_open markets, it cannot force them to

change their laws and rules.

year in which the WTO decided in
favor of a U.S. complaint against the

to change its regulations and instead.

duties on a selected group of goods.
Earlier, the WTO decided The other
case involves a WTO decision
against the EU’s system for banana
imports. has resulted in US. sanc-
tions on $191 million worth of Euro-
pean products.Othe

In the latest case, the WTO ruled
against the EU on the grounds that,

despite widespread fears among European con-
sumers over the safety of hormone-treated beef,
Brussels’ ban is not based on scientific evidence.
The WTO gave Washington the right to impose
duties on European products equal to the
amount of lost sales that American ranchers
were estimated to be suffering each year. The
duties go into effect July 29. '

“Our goal was to have the greatest impact on
the EU while minimizing the impact on US.
interests,” said Peter Scher, deputy US. trade
representative, noting that Washington has

exempted I

record against the EU's import ban,” Scher said.
“This is the second time in a row the EU has

failed to honor its WTO obligations,” Scher

mofmewmmﬁuit%um\:g{wmm&ilt

findings. . . . We hope recognize

it alone cannot ignore the rules of the world

the WTO was created. Under the WTO system,
a country whose import rules are found in
violation can either change its rules, accept
mmishmmtintheiormofta’riﬁsa@instme
of its products, or provide mutually agreeable
compensation to the complaining country. )
Yesterday, acting EU trade commissioner
Leon Brittan reiterated Brussels’ view that
'axnpemaﬁonisamorecom:cﬁveapmoadl
than these sanctions.” But Washington has
rejected one compensation offer, which would
increase the EU’s import quota for hormone-
free beef from the United States. So few cattle
are raised without hormones on American

ranches that the offer is viewed as worthless by
the U.S. beef industry. s ey
But the two sides remain far apart over the'
most obvious compromise: a proposal to label' -
US. beef sold in Europe. The Europeans say
they would be willing to allow the import of]
hormone-treated beef if it were labeled as such,
but the US. side insists that any label should
simply state the country of otigin. - -

was obliged to accept harsh US. -

@he ashington Post
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
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FROM: JOE LOCKHART
GENE SPERLING
LORETTA UCELLI
SUBJECT: MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE NEW MARKETS TOUR

We wanted to forward to you a compilation of national and regional print and television
news coverage from your recent New Markets tour. Your tour received excellent local and
television coverage, as well as coverage by all major national newspapers.

We are circulating this packet to White House staff and others who worked to put this trip

together.



The President’s
New Markets Tour

July 5-8, 1999

Overview and Press Summary
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President Clinton 349 Jul 20 §
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington, DC 20801

Dear Mr. President,

Thank you again for taking the time last March to meet with my friends at
the Feminist Mgjority. As you know, some progress has been made
involving the Issues discussed that day, but there's stil much that has not
been done that could be done.

| know that you have a larger plcture to consider, and are certainly in
possession of more information than is available to us. However, In the splrit
of moving forward and achleving our mutual goals, | am enclosing a list
which enumerates our most current concerns and recommendations. Ann
Lewls, who has been so receptive and helpful to us, has also been
provided with a copy.

We are extremely encouraged and grateful for all that you have already
done on behalf of restoring human rights to the women of Afghanistan.
Our event In Los Angeles (of which your fllm was such a compelling part)
was so successful, we are planning to duplicate It In New York In the fall.
We feel the momentum Is with us and our just cause.

Anything you can do fo address any of the enclosed recommendations will
be recelved with profound and lasting gratitude from all concemed.

Sincerely.
Unda

P.S. That was a fabulous Saturday soccer dayl Another great memory for
Harry and me, made possible by you — thanks and love, LBT.
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Feminist Majority Foundation

Campaign to Stop Gender Apartheld in Afghanistan
Policy Recommendations

1) We commend the Executive Order blocking property and prohibiting commercial transactions
with the Taliban. However, the Taliban should be isolated not only because of Osama bin Laden
and terrorism, but also because of their abhorrent treatment of women and girls. We ugge that

the sanctions should inclyde in their pucpose U.S. opposition to gender apantheid and thar the
sangtions shauld not be removed until the rights of Afghan women and girls to education, to

: m to mobility are restored fully and permeneptly, We are
concerned that if the Taliban turns over bin Laden that the sanctions would be removed and that
the willingness and ability of the U.S. to pressure the Taliban to restore women's human rights
would be diminished.

Tali pe
include instirutions within Pakistan, which extend expertise, ship cyuipment and fuel, provide
funds, and dispatch personnel into Afghanistan.

2) The United States has cssentially closed the door on Afghan women and girl refugees.
Blocking the admission of Afghan women and girls as refugees, shores up the Taliban. Despite
numerous meetings with the State Department since our meeting with the President, we are no
closer to increasing the admission of Afghan women and girls overall and only somewhat closer
on the scholarship program. On the scholarship program, we now have a letter from the State
Department endorsing the scholarship program, but we are worried that very few women and
girls will be allowed to enter the country for this program and that there has been no commitment
of U.S. dollars to this program. We have found it extremely difficult to get Afghan women and
girls into the U.S.. For example, we have hit nothing but roadblocks in our cfforts to assist in
three tragic cases of Afghan women and girls trying to gain refugee status. We believe that the
UNHCR is hindering the ability of Afghan women and girls to come to the U.S.

[eIIRCES D gaAL- . hat i Algnan iris. status would
allow admission of Afghan refugees without involvement of the United Nations High
Commissionecr on Refugees (UNHCR) and without the need for each person to show how they
individually were persecuted by a regime which clearly persecutes classes of le along
gender and ethaic lines'. Morzover, the mmigration e jzation Servi

D 8 Proce [ i4
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from Afghanistan, One of the cases that we are trying to help involves a well-known Afghan
woman journalist whose family members are being terrorized by the Taliban because she has
spoken out against the Taliban in Afghanistan. If Eer family were safe in the United States, this
journalist could help expose the brutalities of the Taliban to the U.S. public and policy makers.
On the scholarships,.

J) The Feminist Majority Foundation is assisting in the cases of several specific women and their
families who are seeking admission to the United States as refugees.

The first case involves the niece of Dr. Zieba Shorish-Shatnley, an Afghan-American
who directs the Women's Alliance for Feace and Human Righis in Afghanistan. The niece’s
dying mother arranged for her daunghter, M%Smm to marry an Afghan-German doctix so that
she could escape the Taliban. Rather than saving am’s life, this man, who has a record of trafficking
young worren in these dise ciranndaances, brutally raped, sndomized, and abused the ninsteen-year-old for



-
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the three manths that she has been in Germany. She is pow in hiding with her American aumt in Germany.
Currently, she is seeking both Humanitarian Parole status from the INS in Rome and refugee
status from UNHCR in Germany.
The second case is Dr, Sohaila Nader, who is an Afghan woman doctor of Hazara

ethnicity seeking admission to the U.S. for herself, her two children, and her mother, who are
currently in hiding from her busband who is a member of the Taliban. Her husband in his

ogition as a Talib has used beatings, threats, and imprisonment to apply Taliban law to her and
Eer family. UNHCR denied her application because she is not divorced from her Talib husband,
who will not allow a divorce and if he gained custody of the children would prohibit the daughter
from attending school and force the son to go to a madrasa (Taliban training school).

The third case is the family of the Afgtmn woman journalist, Nazira Kacimi. After a long
batte, Ms. Karimi was admitted as a U.S. retugee last year. Her widowed mother, teen-aged
sister and young brother have been targeted, tortored, and threatered with death by the Taliban.
Despite a Taliban decree against the Karimi family, the UNHCR denied her family’s application
which prevents them from entering the United States.

S Apr 11°01  5:00 Ng.00S F.09
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EMBASSY OF GHANA

3512 INTERNATIONAL DRIVE. N. W, = JUL 20 P12:49
WASHINGTON, D. 'C. 20008
Tel. No. (202) 6864520 Fax: (202) 6864527 Telex: GHANAFEMB 64539
RTINS I T FITILFFIITIATIFIFFISFFIIFIFFIISFISITIIFIFIISSF SIS TSI IS
Date:  July 20, 1999 No. of Pages .
. (Incliding cover sheet)
TO:
Name: Mrs. Betty Currie Fax No.: 202, 456 1210
Company: Wihiter Haust City/Country.:..........
FROM:
Name: pmbassador Koby Koomson
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE :

Grateful bring the attached for the attention of
His Excellency the President. Regards.

1 19
Send © MSC

ST
hes

This message ig intended only for the use of the add *
that ig privileged and confidential. If you are not t
that any dissemination is strictly prohibited. If yc
in error, please notify us immediately by telephone



R T F Sel S a8 S LY. Je & eUc DOD 12067/ EMBASSY OF GHANA

THE CASTLE
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REPUBLIC OF GHANA

: 20 July, 7999
|
A—Tcel/encn

/| learnt with anxiety the disturbing news about the
missing aircraft on which one of the finest sons of America,
mr; John F. Kennedy Jr, his wife and sister-in-law were
travelling. Wwhile the search for the missing aircraft was

gojng on our fervent prayers were for the safety of those
on board.

Wwe are deeply saddened by the confirmation that the

aircraft has been given up for lost and those aboard are
befieved to have perished.

On behalf of the people, the Covernment of Chana,
Nana and in my own name, | extend to you, the Kennedy
and Bessette familles and the entire American people,

deepest condolences for this tragic loss. May the victims
find eternal peace.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest

consideration.

ALT. LT. JERRY JOHN RAWLI/INGS
PRES/DENT
REPUBL/IC OF CHANA

H/S EXCELLENCY

MR. WILLIAM JEF/BRSON CLINTON
PRES/DENT OF TS wmTRD
STATES OF AMEREA

THE WHITE NHOUSES

WASH/INGTON. D.C.
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Harry G. Kelly
11406 Dunbeath Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-2712

Dear Harry:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter. I really
appreciate all your wise comments.

I've passed along your letter to the Vice
President and to Hershel Gober at the
Department of Veterans' Affairs. You've raised
some good questions there, and I know they'll

look into them.

Thanks for taking the time to write.

Sincerely,

T Ao

Harry G. Kelly
11406 Dunbeath Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-2712
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HARRY G. KELLY 11406 Dunbeath Drive Houston, Texas 77024-2712 713-46 795

July 12, 1999 d
President Bill Clinton

The White House w
Washington, DC 20500-2000

Dear President Clinton:

Since I last wrote, several things have occurred that merit my commendation and notice.
Here are some of those occurrences:

Kosovo

Except for the news media and the GOPP' candidates running for office, Americans are
pleased with your success in Kosovo; which success was without loss of a single life to enemy
action. Now Television’s attack-media are beside themselves, wearing their saddest funereal faces.
One could believe that those creatures have recently lost their closest family member. But I say to
you, “Well done, Mr. President!”

The FBI

Surely copies of Anthony Summers’ Official and Confidential-The Secret Life of J. Edgar
Hoover (1993) should be supplied to every agent within today’s FBI.? Though Hoover has been
dead a quarter century, FBI agents still quake and duck whenever one mentions Hoover’s multiple
crimes, whether official or personal. The FBI’s position seems to be that the actual crimes of
Hoover did not occur by reason of the fact this is contrary to the official FBI posture. This is
awkward for the agent who must knowingly spout a party line that is so plainly mashuggah that it
would be flattery to call it stupid.’

I departed a Crawford County farm on July 6, 1949, and signed in the following day at the
Little Rock Field Office of the FBI. Four years later, I had finished pre-law and law school, and I
enlisted for three years in the Army Counter Intelligence Corps. Fifty years later, on July 7, 1999,
I came through Little Rock and stopped at the FBI Field Office, believing the Bureau might allow
me to sign its daily Sign-In Book on the 50th anniversary of my first signing. This was not to be;
five decades have lent the FBI no discernible sense of humor. A receptionist stated there is an
employees sign-in book, but none (as I well knew) “for visitors.” But the agent who visited with
me stated that today the FBI has no employee sign-in book.

I suggested the devil would be to pay when the late “J. Edna” learns that his sign-in books
have been abandoned. Defending the agency view that Hoover died a vestal and heterosexual

' GOPP indicates the Grand Old Pornography Party.

2 Because the Summers book is now seven years old, there are likely more up-to-date Hoover biographies
available that better tell the sordid life of J. Edgar Hoover. The FBI fights hard, but the FOIA permits our
scholars to continue to chip away at the FBI's closely held secrets of Director Hoover.

* Crimes attributed by Summers to Hoover include: tax evasion, theft of Government and other property
and funds, deviant sex with a subordinate employee, solicitation and receipt of gifts from subordinates,
off-track betting, et al.
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virgin, the agent opined that all of the documented tales of Mr. Hoover are believed groundless.
Thanking the agent for his courtesies, I asserted that Truth, the supposed fort of the FBI, is better
known to the book-reading public outside the Bureau. No doubt, the agent has now prepared and
forwarded a CYA memorandum for my personnel file of 50 years ago.

The FBDI’s first rule is still: “Don’t embarrass the Bureau.” In the 1950s, an Arkansas
prosecutor was prosecuting a defendant in an Arkansas bank robbery. This defendant was known
to the FBI because of his alleged bank robberies in other states. I recall hearing the assigned FBI
case agent ponder whether he should embarrass the Arkansas prosecutor with the fact that his
defendant had been incarcerated in another state at the moment the bank in question was robbed in
Arkansas. I never learned the outcome of the case agent’s moral dilemma.

Today’s article from the Associated Press reports that, in addition to Martin Luther King,
Jr., the FBI once pursued King’s successor, Ralph David Abernathy, “looking for the same type of
‘immoral activities.’”. . .“FBI spokesman Tron W. Brekke said the Abernathy files ‘should be
viewed in their historical context and should in no way infer that the FBI currently initiates
investigations utilizing the standards of that era.”” There was never a “historical context,” then or
now, which justified these violations by Hoover’s FBI. Hoover once justified his pursuit of King
by supposing that King had communist connections. I don’t recall that this claim was ever made
with regard to Mr. Abernathy. What are the “standards” employed by the FBI today?

The Department of Veterans Affairs

Something should be done soon about the medical care provided to veterans by the new
Department of Veterans Affairs. Correction is needed before the Year 2000 and the GOPP’s
discovery of how poorly budgeted, and how marginal is the present medical care for veterans. As a
service-connected veteran of the Korean Era, I once received VA medical care for diabetes mellitus
that arose during my Army years. As Houston’s District Director of Customs, the time lost on a
visit to the VA diabetic clinic gradually increased from just two hours to more than five hours.
Thereupon, I ceased to visit the VA diabetic clinic (paying for my insulin and medical care), but
continuing to use the VA dental care that is an accepted (essential) part of diabetic medical care.

Circa two years ago, the VA began billing two-dollar “co-payments” whenever a
painkiller, antibiotic, or other drug is used in conjunction with a procedure that does not relate to
the veteran’s service-connected disability. The VA’s pharmacy personnel now bill me on the
mistaken premise that the VA dental clinic cannot be the source of diabetic care. Service by this
VA pharmacy has admittedly gone to hell as more and more personnel are used to spend twenty
dollars billing and collecting two- or four-dollar co-payments. As one who gave three years of
honorable Military Service, I am insulted, and angry, that I am mistakenly billed for these co-
payments. Doctors in the dental clinic admit that it’s an error, but when a veteran asks for an
opportunity to protest the mistaken billing of a co-payment, the VA pharmacy will not supply the
VA procedures (if any exist). The responses to telephone queries are that “Our Miss FNU says
you do not qualify for an exception.” A visit to the office of the (absent) hospital director gets a
promise that “The Director will call you,“ but the director never calls.

Six weeks ago, the chief of the VA dental clinic, without prior notice, declined to supply
scheduled dental care and apprised me that my dental care had been terminated until I forward a
letter from my personal doctor certifying that I need dental care as part of my regimen of diabetic
care. My own private doctor supplied the requested letter weeks ago, but the VA dental clinic has
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not bothered to respond. The dental chief is reportedly confronted with an annual “straight-line
budget” that will not increase even were his workload to double or triple.

An acquaintance, a Marine Corps veteran, is now approaching eighty years of age. This
retired veteran’s last W.W. II assignment was in China, where he helped to protect the defeated
Japanese from the earnest anger of Chinese nationals. He was directed to a local VA official about
the VA hospital’s refusal of needed medical care. He waited until the official returned from a late
lunch. Entering the VA office, he found the official sitting with both feet placed in the center of his
desk. The veteran waited patiently while the official straightened a piece of paper-clip wire and
proceeded to carefully pick his teeth. When done, and with both feet still in the desk’s center, this
officer asked sternly, “Well, what do you want?” When the veteran explained that he had delayed
asking for the refused care, the response was: “That’s what they all say.” Today, this old
gentleman regrets that he did not physically address the wantonly discourteous treatment by the VA
official. Truly, the new Department of Veterans Affairs has bureaucrats who seem to delight in
giving short shrift to needy and deserving veterans.

At the appropriate time, Vice President Gore should discuss improving the- WA

Department’s care for disabled veterans. He should publicly ponder why a Republican congress
saddled the VA with spending twenty dollars of its budget to collect a two-dollar co-payment for
needed drugs, which co-payment collections are reportedly not usable by the VA as part of its
current budgetary needs. The VA management should be admonished for proposing recent budgets
that are palpably and grossly inadequate. The incumbent Secretary of the Department of Veterans
Affairs has announced that it is his plan to retire, “as soon as he has aided in the preparation of the
VA'’s next budget.” If he is responsible for the present VA budgetary mess, this Secretary should
be invited to depart forthwith.

vy Birth of Wyatt Gore Schiff

In a friendly column today, David S. Broder reports that Vice President Al Gore has
become a grandfather, on July 4, 1999, thereby kicking in the G Factor! Give Grandfather Gore
our congratulations and best wishes, and tell him to keep giving the GOPP hell. My first
grandchild, William Dover Kelly, is nearly 15 months old. He is learning to treat “GOP” as a
naughty word. - T

Wishing you and the First Lady continued health, happiness, and success, I am
Sincerely,

'4
4
Harry G. Kelly
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he tax-cut debate in
Washington has -become
almost unreal.

“Kind of an Alice in
Wonderland atmosphere.” says
Fred Ross. a budget consultant
for the Washington Research
Group.

House Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chatrman Bill Archer (R)
of Texas last week introduced a
bill chopping $864 billion In
taxes over 10 years. Senate Re-
publicans are developing a com-
peting plan that slashes roughly
8792 billion over 10 years.

Probably the House and Sen-
ate will pass these bills before
the August recess.

But they won't become law.
President Clinton will
veto any such bill, as
the Republicans know.

Meanwhile, liber-
ally inclined think
tanks issue scholarly
reports blasting the
Republican proposals for giving
most of their tax relief to the al-
ready well-to-do.

“House GOP targets tax cuts:
Rich, riches; richest,” proclaims
Citizens ‘for-Tax Justice (CTJ),
referring to the Archer plan.

According to CTJ director
Bob Mcintyre, 60 percent of the
income-tax rate cut will go to the
best-off tenth of all taxpayers. So
will 91 percent of the cut in cap-
ital-gains taxes and virtually all
of the estate-tax cuts.

“They [(Republican leaders|
are just doing it for show,” says
Mr. Mcintyre. It will not happen
anyway.”

So what's the score? Why the
fuss? Earlier, Archer even trot-
ted out a fife-and-drum corps.
red, white. and blue balloons,
and tiny American flags to an-
nounce the basic components of
his proposal to the press.

These are "message bills,”
reckons Martin Sullivan, an

%
Tax cuts: What's behind the partisan posturing

Election-year politics ha

ve both sides staking out

bargaining room. Look for a fall compromise.

economist with Tax Notes, in Ar-
lington. Va. They're Republican
wish lists.

“As the 2000 election draws
closer. the Republicans do not
want to lose their identity as the
tax-cutting party,” he notes.

Further, the Republicans

argue that it is necessary to de-
prive Washington and the De-
mocrats of money that could be
blown on program expansions.

“We believe the people can
spend their money more wisely
than the bureaucrats in Wash-

Anolhergodo(thcmxlegs-
lation is to stake out tax turf for
a possible bargaining session
with the White Hotse.

Though criti¢izing the Repub-
lican tax cuts as being too large,
Clinton often indicates there is
room for a “sizable” tax cut.

The experts suspect a com-
promise deal will be hashed out
in September or October tnvolv-
ing perhaps $200 billion in tax
cuts plus some exira spending
sough(byboththew,xd
by Republicans in

'ltwmlookabtlkcthum-
ton plan,” predicts Ross! 3

With the budget in surplus,
the president's veto power gives ~
the White House extra cldut. If
no deal is reached,” the surplus
goes automatically into aﬂhg

Indeed, lnsu'ideoonqpu
with the Center for Budget and.

Policy Priorities in Washington.

Next Week

Not old enough to
drive, but they
sure can run a
business.

says no tax cut at all would be “the
best outcome this year.”

One reason for that view stems
from the laws of mathematics.
Since the prosperous pay most of
the nation’s income tax, almost
any type of tax cut benefits mostly
those in upper-income brackets.

Low-income workers pay little

any income tax. but do pay a
goodly chunk of their income (n
Soctal Security and Medicare tax.

Further. Ms. Lav's center calcu-
lates that after locking up the sur-
plus revenues of Social Security to
“save” the system. there will be lit-
e left over for tax cuts.

The Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimates a 8996 billion sur-
plus over 10 years. Lav says that's
a “mirage” arising from unrealistic

&P ” r‘cl
Pocbuate

Rice he H,

assumptions. A more realistic
surplus estimate is $110 billion
over 10 years. she says.

But there may be more money
available.

The Congressional Budget Of-
fice just upped its estimate of the
surplus this fiscal year to $120
billion. Budget expert Ross sa§
$125 billion to $130 billio
maybe S140 billion. If Ross is
right. Congress could have it all -
extra spending plus tax cuts.
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Report Says
Profit-Making
Health Plans

Damage Care

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

WASHINGTON, July 13 — Pa-
tients enrolled in profit-making
hi i are_signifi-

7-2c-9q

but 70.6 percent of patients in non-
profits got the drugs. Diabetes pa-
tients were less likely to receive an-
| nual eye exams to prevent blindness
/in profit-making plans; the figure
was 35.1 percent, as against 47.9 per-
cent in nonprofits.

The investor-owned plans fared
worse, the authors said, even when
all other factors, like location of the
plan, and whether the doctors were
employees or members of networks,

ealth_insurance plans 3re Sig
< less likely to receive the bas- yere taken into account. While the
ics of good medical care — including ¢y dy had certain limitations — it did
childhood —immunizations,

: routine ot examine how patients fared, for
AMMogTams, pap smears, préna- jnstance — the authors, who paid for
tal care, and lifesaving arug
ear] e

s alter a the research themselves, said the
Latla 2 e in not-for- - data were the best available.
nrofit plans, says a new study
concludes that the free market iS a5 the Senate is embroiled in a divi-

alt ' The study is being published just
‘‘compromising the quality of care.”

The research, by a team from Har-
\Ivard University and Public Citizen,

sive debate over how to protect pa-
tients’ rights and regulate H.M.O.'s.
While the authors say the timing is

an advocacy group in Washington, is  coincidental, the work is already in-
the firs ive comparison fluencing the discussion. In a state-
0 on t ment released today, Senator Ed-
plans. The authors found that on ev- ward M. Kennedy, the Massachus-
ery one of 14 quality-of-care indica- setts Democrat who is pushing for
tors, the for-profits scored worse. | H.M.O. regulation, said the research
But because the researchers favored ‘‘contains strong new support for
national health insurance, some H M.O. reform.”
questioned their findings. But representatives of the insur-
“The market is destroying our ance industry, which opposes regula-
o health care system,” Dr. David U. tion, argue just the opposite. They
Himmelstein, associate professor of say the study demonstrates that,
medicine at Harvard University even at their worst, health mainte-
Medical School and the study’s lead nance organizations provide better
author, said in a telephone interview. care to patients than fee-for-service
“We have had a decade or more of arrangements that were common 10
policies aimed at making health care years ago.
a business, and they have failed.” “The best conclusion that can be
Investor-owned health - plans, drawn from this study is that man-
which are typically made up of loose aged care is improving the quality of
networks of doctors, have come to health care for those Americans that
dominate the American medical are covered by health plans,” said
landscape in recent years. These Susan Pisano, a spokeswoman for
plans, otferej_byﬂm‘llk%eet- the American Association of Health
— U.5. Healthcare an a Plans, which represents both for-
" profit and nonprofit plans.
Ms. Pisano also accused the au-
t thors of confusing ‘“‘analysis and
ideology.”
Dr. Himmelstein did not dispute
that he had a bias. “‘My bias is that
for-profit H.M.O.’s kill people,” he

cent of all patie; i
ared to 26
most research on quality of care in
H.M.O.’s has focused on traditional
n its, among them Kaiser Per-
b in New York. said. |

The new study, which appears this ~ But Eli Ginzberg, a health care
week in the Journal of the American economist at Columbia University
Medical Association, analyzed quali- Who did not participate in the study ,

ty-ofcare data from 248 investor- said Dr. Himmelstein's political
owned and 81 not-for-profit plans in
43 states and the DIStOCLOY Colun

views did not discredit the Harvard
um-

professor’s work.
bia.Jhm_n.la.lLS_p_]r vided coverage
to 56 percent of all Am%ﬂEEE en-
EIIEH: Ei EE,Q' in 1

.S

“There is no question that he has
an agenda, but I think he is reading

AC the year his data correctly,” said Professor

from which the patient information Ginzberg, adding that it was hardly
was drawn. surprising that nonprofit plans de-
Among the fincings: liver better care. ‘‘Let’s face it, peo-

In profit-

making H.M.O.’s just 63.9 percent of ple went into the for-profit managed

2-year-olds were fully immunized, as
compared to 72.3 percent in nonprof-
its. Lifesaving beta-blocker drugs
were given to 59.2 percent of heart

care business to make bucks,” he
said. The study was made public
here today at the offices of Public
Citizen, whose director, Dr. Sidney

attack patients in for-profit plans, M. Wolfe, was a co-author.
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Would Tax Cuts Prove Bi( Too

By LOUIS UCHITELLE

For all the recent talk of cutting taxes,
Congress rarely cuts them when the econ-
omy is growing robustly, as it is today, and
unemployment is low. The WOrry among
economists is that the extra money in
people’s pockets may make an already
strong economy too strong, finally stoking
inflation after a long period of relatively
stable prices.

Yet that danger is hardly mentioned in
the rising public debate over the Republi-

can and Democratic proposals for tax cuts.
* Why not? In part, it is because the advo-
cates of the tax cuts, as well as many of the

opponents, agree that any reductions will
probably be small, at least in the initial
years. And few analysts expect any final
tax cut to come close to the $864 billion over
the next decade that has been proposed by
House Republicans.

“Most of the tax cut proposals are
phased in gradually over a number of
years,” said Senator Connie Mack, Repub-
lican of Florida, the chairman of Con-
gress’s Joint Economic Committee and the
author of a proposal to cut taxes by $137
billion over 10 years, most of it toward the
end of the period. “I think the immediate
economic stimulus will be small,” he said.

The Federal Reserve, however, is con-
cerned. “If taxes were cut while the na-

tion’s resources are highly employed, that
would put more pressure on monetary poli-
cy,” Edward M. Gramlich, a Fed governor,
said. He suggested, in effect, that the Fed
might have to raise interest rates to pre-
vent the extra spending that would over-

stimulate the economy. Others worry that |

the higher rates might reduce investment
or bring down inflated stock prices, damag-
ing the economy through these avenues.
Stock prices should already be reacting
to the prospect of a tax cut, some people
say, but they have not so far because too
many people on Wall Street express doubt
that tax cut legislation will be enacted

Continued on Page 25

Continued From First Business Page

before next year’s election — or soon
afterward, for that matter.

‘A bunch of friends on Wall Street
have asked me why the markets are
SO quiet about the tax cut proposals,”
said James E. Glassman, a senior
economist at Chase Manhattan
Bank. ‘“Wall Street is unusually quiet
because it realizes that there will
just be gridlock on this issue near
term — a lot of proposals and no real
action.”

Still, Mr. Gramlich’s concern re-
flects a view widely shared among
economists — that broad tax cuts
tend to stimulate spending and there-
fore should be reserved for reces-
sions or periods of slow growth. In
the early 1960's, President John F.

Kennedy proposed a tax cut in this-

spirit, and President Ronald Rea-
gan’s tax cuts, which started during
a recession, contributed to the long
expansion in the 1980's.

By contrast, President Lyndon B.
Johnson’s 10 percent income tax cut,
carrying through on the original
Kennedy proposal, came when the
economy had turned from the weak
Kennedy years to the much more
robust mid-1960s. The Fed respond-
ed by raising rates.

And the altered mix was damag-

ing, says Alan S. Blinder, a Princeton
University economist who served as
Fed vice chairman from 1994 to 1996.
The new mix — higher interest rates
to offset more fiscal stimulus from
f the tax cut and from stepped-up
spending for the Vietnam War and
for the Johnson social programs —
shifted the economy toward con-
sumption and away from invest-
ment. Inflation also got a foothold.
Some economists contend that fis-
cal policy has lost its punch since the
1960’s while monetary policy has
evolved to the point that the Fed can
regulate the economy through inter-
est rate adjustments, offsetting tax
cuts without damage.
“Monetary policy administered by
! the Fed is far more important as far
' as economic stabilization is con-
cerned and regulating aggregate de-
mand,” said James Gwertney, the
Republican-appointed chief econo-
mist of the Joint Economic panel.
Mr. Blinder disagrees. Monetary
policy has its limits, he said. A tax
cut offset by higher interest rates
today “‘would reverse the policy mix
that we have followed in the 1990's
with such splendid effect: low inter-
est rates and high corporate invest-
ment,” Mr. Blinder said.
Henry Kaufman, a Wall Street
economist and consultant, adds a re-
lated reason for not using the budget

el -
Stimulating?

surplus to finance tax cuts, as both
parties now propose. “With the sur-
plus, we could have some timely fis-
cal action when the economy goes
inevitably into recession,” he said.
““We would not for once have to wor-
ry about deficit financing.”

Clinton Administration officials
say that their more modest tax cut
proposal gets around the problem of
encouraging too much consumption.
By offering incentives, particularly
to the poor, to invest the tax cuts in
retirement accounts, they say, pri-
vate savings will rise, and the sav-
ings will then be available for corpo-
rations to borrow and invest in pro-
ductive equipment.

But many economists say that
such tax rebates would not go dollar
for dollar into retirement accounts.
Upper-income people in particular
have the wherewithal to shift savings
from one account to another to qual-
ify for a tax refund, which would then
be spent on consumer goods, accord-
ing to this view. That has been the
experience with individual retire-
ment accounts.

This is not the supply-side view.
For supply-siders, tax cuts — partic-
ularly a Republican proposal to re-
duce the capital gains tax on the
profit made from the sale of stocks
and other assets — encourage invest-
ment by reducing its risk. While sup-
ply-siders are a distinct minority
among economists, they are a vocal
one in the incipient debate about a
tax cut’s effect on the economy.

In their view, suppliers, not con-
sumers, are the chief economic ac-
tors. And suppliers respond to tax
cuts by investing their capital in new
supply. Far from stimulating de-
mand beyond an economy’s capaci-
ty, the supply-siders say, a tax cut
increases the supply of goods and
services, which are then consumed.

No one pushes this view harder
than Jude Wanniski, an economics
consultant and adviser to Steve
Forbes and various other Republi-
cans involved in tax-cutting propos-
als. “The Government, by cutting tax
rates, is simply removing the barrier
to investment,” he said.
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The personal relations of peacé:

m For President Clinton and Israeli Prime Minister Barak,
first step in Mideast progress may be forging a friendship.

By James N. Thurman
Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

learned, does not golf.

two men are forging a genuine
WASHINGTON - Emerging from the diplomatic friendship that may infuse the
whirlwind of Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Mideast peace process with a fresh
Barak's current trip to the United States is promise not felt since 1993, when
at least one apparent disappointment.

Yitzhak Rabin.
Since then, US-Israeli relations have de-
teriorated badly - along with prospects for

peace. Thus, to many analysts, creating a
That shortcoming aside, aides say, the bond between Clinton and the newly elected

QUEST FOR
PEACE

Mr. Clinton presided over a historic
The Israeli leader, President Clinton has handshake between Palestinian President

noting

Yasser Arafat and the late Israeli leader

Mr. Barak is as important a goal for
this trip as are any of the specific is-
sues still to be resolved.

“They are genuinely hitting it off.”
says a senfor administration official,
that the president quietly invited

See PEACE pa

By Alexandra Marks

Staff writer of p

The Chvistian Science Monitor

NEW YORK - Since before he

was even born, John

Fitzgerald Kennedy Jr. has

been an Intimate part of

America’s family album.
During the 1960 presi-

dential campaign. stories

about the young Kennedy

ing on a toy rooster.

JFK JR.

- In Kennedy family saga, a sad chapter

‘He grew up in the
camera’s eye,... he
maintained his dignity
in the camera’s eye.’
- Neal Gabler, media critic

TUNING IN:
Pedestrians in
Hong Kong
follow the latest
developments
in the John F.
Kennedy Jr.
disappearance
via a giant TV
screen.
Newspapers
and news
shows around
the world have
been filled with
the story for
two days.

Life’s cover, just shy of his
third birthday. he and his
sister, confused and uncer-
tain, clutched their mother's
hands at his father's funeral.

Since then, the news
media have obsessively
chronicled his coming of age,
recognizing that - even with
the passage of decades -
America could never quite

family and their forthcoming child filled shake its fascination with the young man who.
women's magazines and the popular press. Be  for many, came to symbolize the hope lost in the
fore he was a year old, “John-John" graced the!
cover of Life magazine in a white playsuit, chew-

Camelot of his father's administration.
Kennedy himself, at first a reluctant celebrity.

eventually acquiesced to the media demands.

The next time the little boy appeared on
,

See KENNEDY page 4

e

Serbs warn
of civil war
prospect

m Opposition leaders
urge peaceful change
as discontent with
Milosevic regime rises.

By Alex Todorovic

Special to The Christian Science Monitor
KRAGUJEVAC, YUGOSLAVIA - As
Serbia's opposition mobilizes to
try to oust Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic, some of the
leaders are urging that change
must occur peacefully.

But the need for such public
statements points to a tension
that could explode into another
conflict, this time pitting Serb
against Serb.

“Civil-war wounds last the
longest and heal the hardest.”
Vuk Draskovic, leader of the Ser-
bian Renewal Movement, warned
Saturday at a demonstration that
drew 20,000. “Serbia must avoid
the danger of civil war.”

For now, the smell of revolu-
tion does not hang in the air.
Many people are deterred by the
possibility of further destabiliza-
tion in a region beset by a decade
of fighting,

But discontent is increasing
Yugoslav Army reservists, for ex-
ample, are upset because most
have not recetved back pay from
the war in Kosovo. Some opposf-
tion members say the Army
would turn on the police if the po-
lice used force to quell protests,

3

See YUGOSLAVIA page 10
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Peace often torged from strong personal relationships

PEACE from page 1

Barak into the most private parts
of the White House, showing him
family photos and some of the
rare books he collects.

The effusive reception is in-
tended to move US-Israeli rela-
tions to firmer ground for negoti-
ations  with  Israel's Arab
neighbors, as well as to give Clin-
ton a legacy of progress toward
lasting peace in the Middle East.

Last week, Barak was invited
to visit Camp David, the site of
the historic accords reached be-
tween Israel and Egypt during the
Carter years. “This is a major
symbolic gesture to have your
first meeting and (then] be
whisked off to Camp David,” says
Richard Murphy of the Council
on Foreign Relations in New York.

ARAK has also met with
Bt.he administration’s na-
tional security team - a re-
lationship he fostered when serv-
ing under Mr. Rabin. “"Clinton
seems to regard Barak as son and
heir of Rabin,” says Mr. Murphy.
At a White House dinner in his
honor, Barak was toasted for his
efforts to rejuvenate a peace
process that had faded during the
tenure of Prime Minister Ben-
Jamin Netanyahu.
The relationship between
American presidents and Israeli

leaders. while always mind-
ful of the larger importance,
have often been tumultuous.
Tensions between Clinton
and Mr. Netanyahu became
so severe, they were de-
scribed as poisonous.

Similarly, affairs between
President Bush and Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir be-
came so strained that US
loan guarantees were put on
hold. Many believe Mr.
Shamir's relationship with
Washington contributed to
his political downfall.

the Carter years,
when the hard-fought Camp
David accords were forged
between Israel and Egypt,
personality and friendship
played key roles. President
Carter ordered psychologt
cal profiles of Israeli leader
Menachem Begin and Egypt-
ian leader Anwar Sadat. be-
lieving a knowledge of the
personalities involved was
vital to success.

But on a human level, Mr.
Carter was profoundly
moved by his friendship with Mr.
Sadat. So much so that after a
White House meeting, he brought
Sadat into his private residence
and woke up his young daughter,
Amy, so he could introduce the
two. “I felt a strange rapport with
that man that has been almost

unequaled in my life,” Carter told
a group last fall, pointing out that
the friendship often provided. the

cohesion needed to keep the lead-

ers at the table.
Carter did not share the same
closeness with Mr. Begin. “De-

spite not getting along with Begin,

Carter thought he was stubborn
but *had respect for him,” says
Shibley Telhami at the Brookings
Institution in Washington.

As Camp David illustrated, a
strong friendship can make all
the difference in tenuous negotia-

ns. “It can make it easier to

GREG GBSONAP

A GROWING FRIENDSHIP: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak waved from the
While House lawn as the Clintons swept him off to Camp David last week.

take you over the inevitable
period of tensions.” says
Herbert Kelman at the Cen-
ter for International Affairs
at Harvard University. “It
helps. but won't necessarily
make the difference between
yes and no in a negotiation.”

Others  suggest Barak
should take full advantage of
the good press and get to
know as many Washington
officials as possible.

“Barak has to be careful
not to focus all of this rela-
tionship with the US on the
presidency.” says Zoe Danon
Gedal at the Washington In-
stitute for Near East Policy.
“There are reports he will
ask for a tremendous
amount of assistance. To get
that. he’ll need a good rela-
tonship with the congres-
sional leadership.”

At a joint news conference
today, the two leaders are ex-
pected to announce renewed
military cooperation. more
than $40 million for the
Arrow antimissile system,
and solid support for the $3 bil-
lion in economic aid for Israel.

The negative side of warming
US-Israell relations is its effect
among Palestinians. Observers
warn it could undermine their
ability to extract concessions in
the bargaining process.

Tension in Serbia leads to thoughts of civil war

YUGOSLAVIA from page 1

as it did in 1996 and 1997.

“The most likely scenario is that a con-
flict between the police and demonstrators
will escalate into something else,” says re-
tired journalist Nebosja Magdeski, who
founded the independent Yugoslav news
agency FoNet. Mr. Magdeski spent many
years covering civil wars for Tanjug, Yu-
goslavia's official news agency.

“Another likely scenario for conflict is
that security personnel hired by various
political parties could start a conflict
among themselves. Such scenarios will be
more likely in fall when students come
back to school,” Magdeski says.

In the event of civil war, Mr. Milosevic
could likely count on the loyalty of special
units, especially the 72nd Brigade located
in Belgrade. The Red Guard, which num-
bers roughly 5.000 soldiers, would also
likely remain loyal to Milosevic, as would
special units in the police.

But reservists and the professional
Army might very well disobey Army com-
mands and even fight against the police,
according to Magdeski and members of
the opposition.

Vladan Batic, the director of the Al-
liance for Change, told a crowd of several
thousand in the Serbian town of Kraljevo
last week that the Army would not remain
allied to Milosevic. -

“The Army, the people, the Alliance for

Change,” Mr. Batic shouted.

The Alliance for Change is a coalition of
opposition groups that has been holding
rallies across Serbia over the past few
weeks. The Alliance is planning a massive
civil disobedience campaign in late August
or early September whose goal is to force
the resignation of Milosevic.

Crucial weight to movement

Mr. Draskovic's rally Saturday, in
Kragujevac, was the first his Serbian Re-
newal Movement has led since the war in
Kosovo. A central Serbian town, Kraguje-
vac was hard hit during and after the war;
the Zastava car factory that employed
38,000 was heavily damaged by NATO
bombs, and the town was flooded by
refugees from Kosovo.

Some see Draskovic's entrance into
demonstrations as adding crucial weight
to the opposition movement. His speech
was aimed at trying to unite disaffected
sectors of Yugoslav society: For Montene-
grins, he avoided any mention of monar-
chy; for disillusioned members of Milose-
vic's Socialist Party, he offered a
transitional government that would not
take revenge on other figures in the Milo-
sevic regime: and he avoided any mention
of the police or Army to win their support.

Draskovic also spoke of the disunity
that has repeatedly plagued the opposition
movement. “What could ruin this large and
last chance to peacefully move past our

tremendous misfortune? Our own irre-
sponsibility is our largest problem and
enemy. Things are said which can only hin-
der our goals.”

Some are hopeful of peaceful change.
Asked how he saw change happening - a
“Hitler scenario” or “Romania scenario,”
for example - opposition Democratic Party
president Zoran Djindjic says an “Indone-
sian scenario” is most likely. He thinks a
popular uprising on the street could force

relatively peaceful change.

Yugoslavia, furthermore, may be too
tired for more violence. “People’s energy
for fighting was depleted during the war [in
Kosovo]. I don't foresee the possibility of
civil war,” says Miroslav Lazanski, a mili-
tary commentator close to the Milosevic
regime.

Patterns from the past

Serbs have a turbulent history of set-
tling affairs at critical moments in their
history by internal strife.

World War II was also a civil war in Ser-
bia. A number of factions fought against
the Communist Partisans and sometimes
against one another, while the country
fought a guerrilla war against the Nazis.

In 1903, the repressive authoritarian
regime of Serbian King Alexander Obren-
ovic came to a violent end when he was as-
sassinated by a group of his own officers.
King Alexander had suspended the Con-
stitution in 1888.

Yugoslavia's government today has eerie
parallels. The opposition considers the
Milosevic government unconstitutional be-
cause it does not recognize Montenegro's
ruling party in federal government and be-
cause parliamentary procedure has not
been followed in parliament.

The New Democracy Party, which is op-
posed to Milosevic, was stripped of its
seats in federal parliament last week, and
a number of temporary martial-law de-
crees were permanently codified.
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The Honorable Garry Moore
Christchurch City Cquncil \* g
Civic Offices

Post Office Box 237
Christchurch 1
NEW ZEALAND

Dear Garry:

Thank you for your letter and for the g: Cl/
book on Christchfirch.

I do hope I'll have the opportunity to x

your beautiful fity during my trip to New
Zealand in Septlember. I have alerted my
scheduling offjce about this possibility, and
they will be ih touch with you as further plans
are made.

Thank you agafin for writing.

Sincerely,

h’}

The Honorable Garry Moore
Christchurch City Council
Civic Offices

Post Office Box 237
Christchurch 1

NEW ZEALAND
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22 June 1999

The President
The White House
WASHINGTON DC 20500

Dear Mr President

I was delighted to learn that you are interested in visiting Christchurch during your
short visit to New Zealand in September of this year. I thought you would enjoy the
enclosed book about Christchurch so that you can get a feel for what our city is all
about.

September is the beginning of Spring in our city and is a really beautiful time to visit.
Christchurch is a small city on global standards, yet the city is the major education,
manufacturing and technology base for New Zealand.

Our international airport is modern, safe and close to the central city. It welcomes
many daily national and international flights, and is not only the gateway to the South
Island of New Zealand but also the main gateway to Antarctica. The United States
Antarctic Base is located alongside the Christchurch International Airport.

One of the very special things about Christchurch is the significant number of beautiful
parks and public gardens in the central city, many of which were gifted to the city by
early residents. Christchurch won the international Nations in Bloom Award in 1997,
giving it recognition as the ‘Garden City of the World’. The present day residents have a
commitment to ensuring a healthy and sustainable landscape and environment for the
future generations.

The city infrastructure is modern and easily accessible. Surrounding the city is a
recreational paradise including skiing, golfing, climbing, sporting and water activities.

I hope that you can visit Christchurch within your busy schedule and when you do I
look forward to meeting with you.

W
-

Yo sincerely

Garry Moore
MAYOR

SR P
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21 June 1999

His Excellency Mr Josiah H. Beeman
Ambassador

Embassy of the United States of America
PO Box 1190

WELLINGTON

Dear W

Enclosed is a letter to The President, inviting him to visit Christchurch when he is
in New Zealand in September. Attached to the letter is a pictorial book on
Christchurch.

I would appreciate it very much if this correspondence could be sent on to
Washington DC.

Yours sincerely




H.E. Mr. Josiah Horton Beeman
Ambassador

American Embassy

P.O. Box 1190

Wellington, New Zealand

The President
The White House
1600 Pensylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20500
9

Vo

| TIME SENSITIVE
DO NOT DELAY

WHITE HOUSE
MAIL SECTION
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Hnited States Senate
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The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

- We respectfully request that you announce your intention, as soon as possible, to veto S.
1143, the Department of Transportation Appropriations bill for FY 2000, if Section 321 -- the so-
called “transit equity” provision -- remains in the bill. ‘

This ill-considered, arbitrary, and punitive provision runs counter to the policy goals we
shared with the Administration during last year’s Transportation Equity Act for the 21% Century
(TEA-21). The provision proposes a 12.5 percent cap on any state’s share of Federal transit
formula or discretionary funding in FY 2000. The provision would cost California $117.6
million in Federal transit aid in FY 2000 and New York $160.2 million. Regardless of their
commitment to mass transit -- or need - under this provision each state will receive $5.5 million
of the Federal transit funds TEA-21 apportioned for New York and California in FY 2000.

California and New York, which comprise nearly 20 percent of the U.S. population and
nearly 50 percent of nation’s transit ridership, are the nation’s most efficient users of Federal
transit dollars and receive the lowest Federal subsidies per rider. This provision ignores each
state’s commitment to transit and each state’s considerable need to provide real solutions'to
congestion and air quality problems.

. o 7= ap -]q

There is not a single policy arg *, pure and
simple. The Administration’s signific B—U(""-d» dn —Thao /. lbil
regarding congestion reduction, air qu — ion for the
working poor are in jeopardy. o wo — Tha POTLS

MM’MW

We intend to obstruct Senatea ~ 70 _pn L<_  llifthiscap
remains in place. Please convey the A dortation
policy by announcing you intention to Q—“—’Q-—Q- 3 S o= y of the
Federal transit program and its needs-l < Jd L_ea A »f your
Administration.
mae —
A .
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Schumer Proposal to Make College Tuition Tax Deductible

The Schumer Plan:

Makes up to $12,000 in college tuition tax deductible;

Allows anyone with a top marginal tax rate of 28% or less to take the full
deduction (joint filers earing up to $104,000, single heads of households earning
up to $89,500, and single filers eamning up to $62,450);

Gives taxpaycrs in the 28% bracket a maximum bencfit of 33,360 per college
student per year;

Allows parents to choose between Hope Scholarships and the tax deduction based
on what is best for them;

Has a budgetary impact of between $45 and $50 billion over ten years, according
to prcliminary estimates by the Joint Tax Committee.

The Schumer Plan does not:

Make room and board tax deductible;
Allow any tuition beyond the $12,000 cap to be tax deductible;
Replace Hope Scholarships '

Talking Points

This is a way to differentiate the Democratic tax plan with the GOP tax plan.

Tt will be seized upon by the press as a major difference in the two plans and will
put the GOP on the defensive.

It is a very simple but powerful message — “The Democratic Plan Makes College
Tuition Tax Deductible.”

The Schumer campaign promise to make college tuition tax deductible caught like
wildfire. Now other candidates arc using it. It shows the power of the message.
It is good, forward-thinking policy in an ideas, 21 ! century economy.

The Democrats need a provision that is clearly for the middle class in the
Democratic tax bill.

Since 1980, the cost of college tuition has increased faster than any other major
consumer item — including health carc which we all acknowledged as a cost crisis.
Tuition has increased faster than inflation for 20 consecutive ycars.

Only 14 of the top 50 universities (as listed in U.S. News and World Report) had
college tuition of less than $12,000, and all but 4 of thosc colleges were less
expensive than $12,000 for in-state students only.

Targeted tax cuts are morc popular than broad-bascd tax cuts.
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CHAFKLES E. SCHUMER
NEW YORK

Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

SENATOR CHARLES E. SCHUMER
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-6542/FAX (202) 228-3028

TO: 4. By urry
FROM: Elizabeth G. Stanley

FAX: b1 450 - 1210
PHONE: 20724560 ' 1414
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