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Dear President Clinton^

I am

Best wishes.

U.S.S.
x

enc.

7

t
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Her first request is to have the enclosed 
picture autocraohed,

Her second reauest is for a review of the 
immicration case she explains and in which she 
is verv involved.

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President
The White
Washington1/ D.C.

1/ AJ. __

Herb Kohl

Wisconsin

Manv. manv • 
of these reauests, 
friend.

thanks for vour consideration
Marv is. indeed, a verv aood

As you may know, Mary (who has been recently 
widowed) was long time Vice-Chair of the Democratic 
Party of Wisconsin and a National Committee person.

After speaking with my good friend and 
former staff person; David Goodfriend’,' I 
forwarding to you two requests from 
Mary Thurmaier of Stevens Point, Wisconsin,

yt W '.y

♦ ♦
UNITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20510

May 12? 1999

^ouse

Siiycyrelv.
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May 3, 1999

Dear Bill,

Since that trip I have audited Elena’s Russian class at the Stevens Point Area 
Senior High School. She instilled in me the desire to be able to communicate with

Mary J. Thurmaier
1926 Center Street

Stevens Point, WI 54481

In 1990 a group from Stevens Point traveled to Rostov Veliky and invited Elena 
Demovidova to become an exchange teacher at our high school. Elena arrived with a 
J-l Visa, taught Russian at the high school and attended the University of 
Wisconsin - Stevens Point. She received her Master’s Degree in 1994. She received 
an H-1B Visa in 1992 which enabled her to remain as a teacher. No other teacher 
from Rostov Veliky was prepared to come to Stevens Point and since we had started 
Russian classes at our high school, we needed to continue. I beheve that in our 
world today we need to prepare students in many languages.

I met you in 1987 and again in Washington D.C. in February at the NSBA Federal 
Relations Network Conference. I was very shocked, but pleased, that you 
remembered me from our state convention in Stevens Point. The picture enclosed 
shows my surprise and delight. I would be very pleased if you would autograph this 
picture for me. My grandchildren think it’s pretty special that I have met the 
President.

Elena continues to teach but has applied for a green card. She married a student 
from Japan in 1995 and they now have a 3-month old son who is an American citizen 
- born in Stevens Point.

I also write to you with a concern. I am co-chair of our Rostov Veliky, Russia Sister 
City Committee and serve on the Stevens Point Area Public School District School 
Board. Our district and city have been involved with educational and cultural 
exchanges since 1990.

President Bill Clinton 
White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

My direct contact with Elena was limited until the summer of 1997. I knew her 
through her involvement in the school and community, but not on a personal level. 
In 1997, the school board sent me to Rostov Veliky as an administrative 
representative of our city and school system to reinforce the educational agreement 
made in 1990.



z

I look forward to receiving a response from you.

Sincerely,

Mary J. Thurmaier

MJT:ges

Enclosures

C: Senator Russ Feingold
Senator Herb Kohl

I am enclosing a letter written by Elena’s sister, Anna. This will provide additional 
information on the kind of individual Elena is. Elena’s address is as follows:

Keep up your good work and support of education for our students in public schools. 
I believe they are our future and as such are our most valuable asset. Thank you for 
your past and present support.

Our desire is to continue this educational and cultural agreement as a city. We 
cannot do so without Elena’s presence and leadership abilities. She is very 
intelligent, articulate and professional in any endeavor.

Rostov Veliky citizens. She is an excellent teacher, well respected by her students 
and colleagues.

Elena’s involvement in our community is also evident. For several years she has led 
the sister city participation in our annual Cultural Festival. Her students also 
participate in this event. When asked to attend various meetings in the community 
she is eager to talk about her country and city. With her assistance our city hosted a 
six-member delegation from Rostov Veliky in 1998. We were able to raise $5,000 to 
send to Rostov Veliky to make much needed repairs to some of their schools. This 
would not have happened without her leadership.

I don’t know what you can do to help us secure her green card, but I believe you are 
a caring individual and concerned about education. Please consider this request for 
assistance. Should you need further information, please let me know.

Elena Demovidova
1514 A Wyatt Avenue 
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Page 2 of 2
President Bill Clinton
May 3, 1999



April 20, 1999

Dear President Clinton:

I am writing on behalf of my sister, Elena Demovidova, who is in a desperate 
situation and needs help. We are Russian citizens but have lived in the United States for 
several years. My husband is an American and we live in Washington, DC. She teaches 
Russian in Stevens Point, Wisconsin. Her husband is Japanese, and they have a 2-month- 
old American-born son. Her H-1B Special Occupation visa expires in August 1999.

Elena came to the United States in 1990, soon after the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union. Stevens Point, Wisconsin had just established a sister-city program with our 
hometown, Rostov Veliky. A group of Americans came to Rostov looking for a Russian 
teacher for the Stevens Point school district. Elena at the time had just graduated from 
Yaroslavl Pedagogical University and was hired to work as an English teacher at Rostov 
high school. She was 23 years old, still living with our parents, since she didn’t have the 
finances to support herself, as many young Russians. She was selected through interviews 
and invited to come and teach Russian in Stevens Point. At that time she received a J-l 
visa and was enrolled full-time at the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point. She taught 
two classes of Russian at Stevens Point Area Senior High School; all of her salary went 
toward her tuition and living expenses, but she could not have survived without the 
support she received from the community. She studied hard and received her Masters 
Degree in Education in 1994 with Highest Honors. The H-1B Special Occupation Visa 
she received in August 1992 enabled her to continue her teaching and studies.

She worked very hard for the sister-city project, took her students to Russia, 
found host families for them, arranged their visas and tickets, and became their tour guide 
and foster mother during their stay in Russia. She also arranged many adult groups 
traveling to and from Russia, and attended many community clubs and other social 
events, where she showed slides and answered questions about Russia and Russians, and 
prepared Russian foods for the International Dinners. Elena also worked part-time for 
Marathon Travel Shops, tutored Russian at the University, provided childcare for an 
autistic child and assistance for disabled adults. She was not afraid of any kind of work, 
and was always most sincere and giving. Her students love her dearly and respect her 
enormously. She arranged for three of her students to study in Russia for a year and 
worked out the many problems they ran into. One of her former students is studying in 
Yaroslavl right now and is grateful to my sister for all her help. Many Russian exchange 
students come to Stevens Point through the sister-city program; she is always the first 
person they sought for help and advice. Although she was barely making it financially,

Anna Demovidova 
Jason Everette Jones

1802 Lamont Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20010 

(202) 462-6637
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Elena met Fusaki Fujita, a student from Japan, whom she married
in Stevens Point.

even

General, and is licensed to teach Russian and English as
. But she is v<

Anna Demovidova

c:

■■■ - ••

Jason Everette Jones

honest and responsible people, wanting

Please find some way to help them.

Sincerely,

Y
r

in this count! y 
to work honestl

Senator Herb Kohl
Senator Russ Feingold

, 1

and now it’s over. She has a 2-month-old son and a husband, who being a Japanese 

givbg any stability. Their life is about to be destroyed.

They have no place to go; she doesn’t agree with male-dominant Japanese cultur 
and couldn’t possibly live there. For obvious reasons they also cannot go to Russia. 
the last year, her husband Fusaki has had to live in Chicago where he found a job with h 
practical training visa, which expires in May. He has a potential job offer with Honda, bi 
foe visa is an unresolved issue and would take at least until October if 
wonderful person: honest, kind, and sincere. She is hard working and most reliable. Shtt 
is fluent in English, Russian, and German languages, has a Masters degree in Educa oh 
General, and is licensed to teach Russian and English as a Second Language. She 

very special and giving person, and loves her students and community 
depressed and frustrated, because there seems to be no hope for her.

Please, would you look into possibilities for granting her a residency in^the Unit| 
States- she really deserves it and the community of Stevens Point would only beneft. 
Both Elena and Fusaki have lived in the United States for almost 10 years, this is the o 
hfe foey’ve known and losing it at this point would destroy both ofThen:i as well thq 
2-month-old son, an American by birthright. Neither of them would stay

- |i| gxf -

- ; •

■

Elena’s H-1B visa expires this August. Stevens Point school district filed papers 
for her permanent residency, but the process required advertising her positior‘ natl0nallJ 
to attract an American citizen. One has applied and will most hkdy_be h,red

though the position, which is currently only part-time, was in effect established fo 

her and no one else could possibly be as devoted. Furthermore, the sister-dty projec 
would be severely damaged in losing her. She is devastated. She has worked so very hare 
and now it’s over. She^as a 2-month-old son and a husband, who being a Japanese 
dtten wifo only a practical training visa, has no means of supporting the tamily o

(if?-

where I first attended high school to learn English, then attended the University to 
continue my art studies, which I began at the Art Institute of Moscow.

life they’ve

illegally, for they both are

■■r.
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May 19, 1999

RICHARD CASTALDO4

Richard Castaldo (17)TO

DATE: May 19,1999

RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: May 19,1999

ACTION:

CONTACT PERSON AND Richard Castaldo, 303-788-7007 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: Swedish Hospital

Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 
Kris M. Balderston

To talk with students injured during the Columbine High School 
shootings who are still recovering from their wounds at local 
hospitals in Colorado.

Note: This is Richard's direct line. Ask for Connie Michalik (mother) 
who is a big supporter of YOU; she attended the Arkansas Ball.

On April 20, two suspects opened fire on the student body at 
Columbine High School killing 12 students and one faculty member. 
Of the 23 injured students, five are still recuperating from their 
injuries in local hospitals.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TELEPHONE CALL TO STUDENTS INJURED DURING THE COLUMBINE HIGH 
• SCHOOL SHOOTINGS

CuziA-cX.

Richard will be joined by his father Rick Castaldo, his mother Connie 
Michalik (MEH-HALL-ICK), and stepfather Rick Michalik (J4EH- 

i HALL-LIK). Richard was scheduled to attend the Regis University 
Peacejam Youth Conference workshops on May 15, focused on 
anger management, suicide prevention, stress reduction, and 
depression. Although Richard could not attend, he received e-mail 
messages from nearly 100 other youths in attendance. The Peacejam 
Youth Conference links Nobel Peace laureates with teenagers to 
teach skills, community service, tolerance, and nonviolence. Richard 
is paralyzed from the chest down as a result of multiple gunshot 
wounds and remains in serious pain.



May 19, 1999

RICHARD CASTALDO

Richard Castaldo (17)TO:

DATE: May 19, 1999

RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

111JLLI1C5 ill 1CM

/SN*1 depression. J 
messagesfrc
Youth Conh
teach skills, c

DATE OF SUBMISSION: May 19, 1999

ACTION:

CONTACT PERSON AND Richard Castaldo, 303-788-7007
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: Swedish Hospital

To talk with students injured during the Columbine High School 
shootings who are still recovering from their wounds at local 
hospitals in Colorado.

Thurgood Marshall, Jr.
Kris M. Balderston

On April 20, two suspects opened fire on the student body at 
Columbine High School killing 12 students and one faculty member. 
Of the 23 injured students, five are still recuperating from their 
injuries in local hospitals.

Note: This is Richard's direct line. Ask for Connie Michalik (mother) 
who is a big supporter of YOU; she attended the Arkansas Ball.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TELEPHONE CALL TO STUDENTS INJURED DURING THE COLUMBINE HIGH 
SCHOOL SHOOTINGS

I Richard will be joined by his father Rick Castaldo, his mother Connie 
' Michalik (MEH-HALL-ICK), and stepfather Rick Michalik (MEH- 

). Richard was scheduled to attend the Regis University 
Youth Conference workshops on May 15, focused on 

anger management, suicide prevention, stress reduction, and 
depression. Although Richard could not attend, he received e-mail 
messages from nearly 100 other youths in attendance. The Peacejam 
Youth Conference links Nobel Peace laureates with teenagers to 
teach skills, community service, tolerance, and nonviolence. Richard 
is paralyzed from the chest down as a result of multiple gunshot 
wounds and remains in serious pain.

THE PRESiDENJ HAS SEEN
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messages from nearly 100 other youths in attendance. The Peace]am 
Youth Conference links Nobel Peace laureates with teenagers to 
teach skills, community service, tolerance, and nonviolence. Richard 
is paralyzed from the chest down as a result of multiple gunshot 
wounds and remains in serious pain.

CONTACT PERSON AND Richard Castaldo, 303-788-7007
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: Swedish Hospital

Note; This is Richard's direct line. Ask for Connie Michalik (mother) 
who is a big supporter of YOU; she attended the Arkansas Ball

To talk with students injured during the Columbine High ochool 
shootings who are still recovering from their wounds at local 

hospitals in Colorado.

On April 20, two suspects opened fire on the student body at 
Columbine High School killing 12 students and one faculty member. 
Of the 23 injured students, five are stiD recuperating from their 
injuries in local hospitals.

Rirkard will be joined by his father Rick Castaldo, his mother Connie 
Miclialik (MEH-HALL-ICK), and stepfather Rick Michalik (MEH- 
HATT.-I .nc). Richard was scheduled to attend the Regis University

i on May 15, focused on
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TELEPHONE CALL TO STUDENTS INJURED DURING THE COLUMBINE HIGH 
’’SCHOOL SHOOTINGS



Carolyn Cleveland

Amb. Mel French would like a letter sent to Col Majali, thanking him 

for all he did while POTUS was in Jordan for King Hussein’s funeral..

She is aware that the letter has to be cleared by NSC. Thanks

—

Betty
5-19-99
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SECOND REMITTANCEMay 17, 1999

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,

jn Christ;

r./-

7

CC \

/U, _

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE
WASHINGTON, DC 20500

THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF GOSPEL CHOIRS & CHORUSES, INC. 
DR THOMAS A. DORSEY, FOUNDER
BISHOP KENNETH H. MOALES, Sr., NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
Bro. DERRICK ROBERTS, CHAIRMAN CONVENTION PLANNING

The Greater Orlando Choral Chapter and the Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, of EATONVILLE, FLORIDA 
located in THE OLDEST BLACK incorporated township in the United States, where the Rev. Willie C Bames 
serves as pastor & chapter president; is proud to host this memorable event in the “City Beautiful”. The convention 
will convene the entire week of August 1-7, 1999 at the Clarion Hotel, 9700 International Drive in Orlando.

HOST FOR THE 66th ANNUAL SESSION -AUG

THE GREATER ORLANDO CHORAL CHAPTER & MACEDONIA A 
P.O. BOX 940515 ~ MAITLAND, FLORIDA 

PHONE (407) 647-4423-FAX (407) 647-4181 - TOLL I 
REV. WILLIE C BARNES, PASTOR & CHAPTE1

On Monday August 2, 1999, beginning at 7:00 pm, we will introduce Central Florida’s talent in the field of gospel 
music. As a part of our opening celebration, we invite you and Mrs. Clinton to make a guest appearance at the 
opening ceremonies. Mr. President if you are unable to attend on Monday, we are willing to accomodate your 
schedule as needed. We hope you or your representative will be able to attend.

J

It is with great honor that we humbly request your presence at the 66‘h Annual Session of the Thomas A. Dorsey 
National Convention of Gospel Choirs & Choruses, Inc. The convention is the oldest Inter-Denominational 
convention in our nation; whose focus is preserving sacred Gospel Music by teaching its legacy to chinch musicians, 
singers, ministers and scholars throughout our country and abroad. The convention was founded by the late Dr. 
Thomas A. Dorsey; the composer of the international hymn “Precious Lord Take My Hand”. We anticipate 2000+ 
annual convention members along with invited local and state guests begining at three years of age; coming from 
across the States and the Virgin Islands.

A Proclaimation from your office declaring August 1-7, 1999 as Dr. Thomas A. Dorsey “The Father Of 
Gospel Music” week in our nation would be a highlight for our convention.

Mr. President, on April 17, 1998, we sent a proposal to the United States Postal Service requesting that Dr. Dorsey 
be considered for the Black Heritage Commemorative Stamp Collection. Congresswoman Conine Brown of the 3rd 
District, Florida , along with other members of congress are lending their support. We would be gratefill for any 
assistance your office can lend to this project.

Please RSVP by telephone or by letter no later than June 15,1999. We thank you for your cooperation and 
participation. If you have any questions, please contact the Convention Coordinators, Jude McKnight or Paulette 
Rhodes at (407) 647-4423 or Toll Free 1-877-647-4423, Monday- Friday from 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM.

a .tSrUnPa_ _
lllie C. Bames, Host Pastor & Chapter President
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THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF GOSPEL CHOIRS & CHORUSES, INC 
DR. THOMAS A. DORSEY, FVUNDER
BISHOP KENNETH MOALES, Sr., NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
DR. DERRICK ROBERTS, CHAIRMAN CONYENTJON PUNNING 

APRIL 1999 

PRESS RELEASE 

THE 66m ANNUAL S�IOlLJ}F THE THOMAS A- DORSEY NA110NA.L CONVENTION OF
GOSJIEL l:HOIRS c£ CHORUSES, INC.; WILL BE HELD IN THE "CITY BEAUTIFUL" DURING nm
WEEK OF AUGUST 1-7, 1999 AT THE CLARION HOTEL 9700 INTERNATIONAL DRIVE, ORLANDO.

nm CONVENTION IS nm OLDEST INTER-DENOMINATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOUNDED BY
THE "FATHER OJ' GOSPEL MUSIC'', nm LATE Dr. nfOMAS ANDREW DORSEY. IN 1930'1 Dr.
DORSEY INTRODUCED TO nm CHURCH AN ALTERATIVE TO AN11iEMS AND SPIRmJAL
SONGS KNOWN TODAY AS "GOSPEL MUSIC". HE IS nm COMPOSFJl OF MANY GOSPEL SONGS,
Bur ms MOST FAMOUS SONG, WHICH HAS BEEN SUNG, AND TRANSLATED BY MANY
NATIONS IS "PRECIOUS WRD TAKE MY BAND-. 

DR. DORSEY'S DREAM WAS TO EDUCATE nm WORLD ABOur "GOSPEL.MUSIC AND ITS
CONTRIBurION TO ENHANCE nm WORSHIP SERVICE. OVER 2000 DELEGATES FROM ACROSS
nm UNITED STATES AND VIRGIN ISLANDS, STARTING AT AGE 1HREE YEARS OLD; CONVENE
nm FIRST WEEK OP AUGUST EACH YEAR TO CON11NUE DR.DORSEY'S DREAM BY TEACHING
MINISTERS, MUSICIANS, SINGERS AND SCHOLARS. 

WE INVlTB YOU . __ � CELEBRATION. IP YOU
HAWNBVBR_. · ·. _: ·'•'J'ilSRB,IS-SOMB'IHING POR
EVBRYONI.

i _ .//-\ \;�f":;4·.
IP YOU WO NVZN110N BEJ'OD JUNE 1, 1999 Oil
NEED M ���m.111• . . • • -,� . • U., JUDI McKNIOHf OR
PA . . .. . . f,,J1,7-6t7 .... �_MONDAY -FRIDAY FROM 
IOAM-- . . ACl!l'Vlnls WILL. MAIUD UPON REQUIST.
VENOO ��•u; IJPONUQUISr. . .

WE BOf.· ;. . :�;":W," wni w.urr TO ma.vH A FEATURE ARTICLE
OP 'IU.· � R. two MONTHS PIUOR TO AtJCtJST, SO WE CAN PREPAU
OUR CITY. YOUlt{: 1'l01' JS GIIL\'R. Y APJUOATED. A VIDEO 01' THJ! ·CONVENTION'S-IIIS1'0 · ·1fAS HODIJCEJ> lN 191:0Tffl.ED --MY AMEN SOMEBODY". THE 
STORY BAS BEEN AIUD: OJI ·,vsuc· RJlOAl)CASTING Ngi'WORK SEVERAL TIMI'S. 
PLEASE CALL l'OR DffAU:�;�·,::l���-: ·,
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TATHER OF GOSPEL MUSIC

I .llll -A

 iI

3
to theon

gg 
•6^’

 

1Vl.KhK

-y

i 

A L i 

f
 

tr
j

t

 
=i 

Sr

 -s~

I;

  

~FSST

r
   

. •?•. •< vi -.r-l ? Vi W !

A'?

ASS

■=T«fE

==^W
s^-

u the night Lead tne

al 
pai*

 - X 1
)
i

heat ray
el

rt
Sr

call, Hold n'-y
I •stand. Guide my

ir
f .<•

i

when my
and the

3

■<> -* -* 
hand Ifct-t I
feet, i

Hear my cry, 
At the riv

B&==

on. let me

is 
is

•C

±£-J
-~

most
and

>tand,
—u ------------

X DORSEY SONG
Slow with spirit   

pre-cious Lord, 
pt<-cions Lord.

J------

Lead me home._ 
-4 

-S’-"

 

 
A—~- 

Taketnv hand.
Tar.e my hand .

and,

iffp

- -ir-

iB

f near 
j near, 
to

.. f

■'"Jr ’

s- -+ -* • ■*
I tall 

hold my hand

—a----  

MW
When my way 
Wlien the dark

Lead me home.  
Lead me home.—

i

gone —
g1<ne —[

life 
dav

zn

Pr<-cious Lord, take my hand Lead me

Take My Hand, Precious Lord^ by
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NATIONAL CONVENTION OF GOSPEL 
CHOIRS AND CHORUSES, INC.

Dr. Thomas A. Dorsey, Founder
Bishop Kenneth H. Moales, Sr., President

Johnny Lloyd 
Natl Soloist Biuv-.ut Siqx ivisor

Rev. Jack McGill 
Ass't Natl Soktixl Btirt-.tu

Naomi Lewis 
S<ll>(«vtl SiqxTvtsor

Elaine Quillen 
Asstixcuii Stibtmi Stqxrviwir

Gertrude Johnson 
YtMidi Scqxtvfexx-

Alvina Montgomery 
AHKMaitf Youth Supervisor

Rosemary Griffin 
Young Adult Shqx-rvixur

Ted Thomas
AsMKkmi Young Adult StqxTVixir

Harrold Edgar
National Youth Ptvxkk'Ul

Rodney Hall
Alutiuii Clxirak <U«lqx-n«»it

Marilyn L. Freeman 
Scholarship Cnonlituitor

Eva Wilson
Nurses Guild Ctxnxlituuor

Viola Harris 
Natl UslxT Roanl C<x»rdiual<«r

Alma Lindsey
Security Coordinator
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• Board of Directors •
Randy Kenner 
Rose M. Lyons
Helen Minor 
Bishop Kenneth H. Moales.Sr. 
Bessie Palmer
Mary Ellen Penn
Robyn R^ase
Jerry D. Robertson 
Corene Robinson
Etholia A. Sweat
Rev. Johnny Thompson 
Dr. Leroy Whitehead

- national Officers -
Leonard Burks
National Music Coordinator

Michael L. Pickett
National Pianist

Marcella Caffie
Assistant National Pianist

Lee Cochran
National Organist

Richard Odom
Assistant National Organist

Rev. Fred Caffie
National Chaplain

Conchita Walls
Assistant National Chpalln

Gladys Berryman
Nalkxral Historian

Marion Peoples
National Statistician

Brian Davis
National Registrar

Christine O. Wade
Assistant National Registrar

Helen Minor
Fotuidcr s Day Coordinator

Mother Geneva Gentry 
Coruxvration Coordinator

Dr. Ulysses G. Moye. 11 
Dean Atliclia Hutchins fx-ltool
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Bishop Kenneth H. Moales.Sr. 
President

Marabeth Gentry
1st Vice President

Bessie Palmer 
2n<l Vice President

Dr. Quincy Fielding. Sr. 
3nl Vice President

Derrick Roberts 
$th Vk-c Prvsfclent

Apostle Horace Leonard
Stii Vice President

Avis R. Lyons
Rewrding SectvUuy

Deirdre L. Newsome
Ass’i Recunliug Sccreisuy

Ellen Sanders
Corrvs{x>rkluig SecreUuy

Rose M. Lyons 
PiiuUK-ial Secretary

Donyel B. Barber
Ass't Financial Secretary

Dan S. Boone 
Treasurer

Jerry D. Robertson 
Assistant Treasurer

Dr. Dorothy Grant
National Org^uiizcr

Dr. Earl Preston. Jr..
Chairman of the Board 

Donyel B. Barber
Dan S. Boone
Vivian Brown-Carman 
Wilma Clayborn
Rev. Michael Cummings
George Davis
Kathryn Dorsey
Marabeth Gentry 
Dr. Dorothy Grant
Rosemary Griffin
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THE DORSEY STORY

young lady singing his song IF YOU SEE MY SAVIOR”. This opened the

son.

1

Dr. Thomas Andrew Dorsey, bom July 1, 1899 in Villa Rica, Georgia is 
the eldest of five children bom to the Reverend and Mrs. Thomas Dorsey, 
SR. Dr. Dorsey began his musical career by playing piano at the age of 
twelve. His love for Jazz music would found him leaving church and 
playing in brothels, wine rooms and buffet flats. For his style of playing, 

he was nicknamed “Georgia Tom”.

In early 1920’s, he moved to Chicago, Illinois to attend Chicago Music 
College. On a Sunday morning while listening to a group of five people on 
the Southside of Chicago, he coined the phrase “Gospel Songs” other 
wise known as Evangelistic songs. After dedicating his life to writing 
Gospel Songs, you could still find him playing is first love (Jazz) for 

money to assist him while at school.

In 1926, after being ill for a year, Dr. Dorsey wrote the songs, 
“SOMEDAY SOMEWHERE “ and “ IF YOU SEE MY SAVIOR”. Dr. 
Dorsey borrowed $5.00 to purchase 500 stamps to mail his music to 

churches throughout the country.

In 1930, while attending the National Baptist Convention, he heard a

door for Dorsey to establish the sale of Gospel music at Five cents per 

copy.

In August 1931, he was attending a revival in St. Louis, Dr. Dorsey 
received a telegram stating that his wife had dies giving birth to his 
Dr. Dorsey drove home and upon his arrival, he was met at the door with 
the news that his son had died also. After burying his wife and son in the 
same casket, Dorsey felt that God had done him an injustice so he vowed 
not to write Gospel Music again. Knowing God’s plan was not his, 
Dorsey’s grief produced the famous hymn, “PRECIOUS LORD TAKE MY 

HAND”. His song quickly spread over this country and the world by 
most renowned entertainers. In 1940, Dr. Dorsey married Kathryn 
Mosely, their union was blessed with two children, Thomas A. Dorsey III 

and Doris M. Dorsey.



But in 1932, having the need to meet the Gospel Singers of this country, 
Or, Dorsey along with the late Sallie Martin and Theodore Frye organized 
the first Black Gospel Music Convention. The NATIONAL CONVENTION 

OF GOSPEL CHOIRS AND CHORUSES, INC. at PILGRIM BAPTIST 
CHURCH in CHICAGO, ILLINOIS where he served as minister of music 
for more than sixty-five years. 

Presently the NATIONAL CONVENTION OF GOS PEL CHOIRS AND 
CHORUSES, INC., convenes the first full week in August of ea,ch year 
with more than 12,000 delegates coming from forty-nine states and the 
Virgin Islands. 

The goal of this convention, is to Proclaim the Name of Jesus, to educate 
young people in the need to continue the traditional Gospel music by 
keeping it alive in song and teaching others the GOOD NEWS. 

Dr. Thomas Andrew Dorsey, has written countless songs, some of which 
has never been published. Some of his compositions have been printed 
in hymnals of every Denomination, Race and Creed. 

Such songs has: 1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

" PEACE IN THE VALLEY" 
"THE LORD WILL MAKE AWAY SOMEHOW" 
"I'M ON THE BATTLE FIELD FOR MY LORD" 
" WHEN IVE DONE THE BEST I CAN" 
" MY DES IRE" 
" OLD SHIP OF ZION" 

The most famous of his songs, "PRECIOUS LORD TAKE MY HAND", has been 
translated into thirty-two languages and republished in many foreign 
countries. World renown artist have included his songs in their repertoire. ie: 
Tennessee Erin Ford, Carmen Lambardo, Morton Downey, Eddie Arnold, Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans, Elvis Presly, Mahalia Jackson, Jesse Dixion, Mattie 
Moss Clark, Sam Cooke, James Cleveland and many other performers who 
have contributed to the music field regardless of category. 

His crossing of every barrier, has given Dr. Dorsey honors, citations and 
awards spanning for more than eighty years. His work can be found in the 
Smithsonian Institute, Nashville Hall of Fame, Who's Who of Music and major 
Motion Pictures. Dr. Dorsey's legacy was recorded in a documentary film 
entitled "SAY AMEN SOMEBODY" produced for television in 198�. In 1992, 
he was honored with the National Academy of Recording Arts & Seciences 
National Trustees Award. 
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On January 23, 1993, Dr. Thomas Andrew Dorsey, he heeded the call of 
Ins master and entered life eternal at the age of 93. He is survived by his 
wife Kathryn, a son, Thomas Dorsey III, a daughter Doris Dorsey and 
several grandchildren. But most of all, a world that will remember how 
he continues to enhance their worship services with words of salvation 
improbably joined to the rhythms of blues and stride piano to create the 

sound he called GOSPEL.

Unquestionably, Dr. Thomas Andrew Dorsey commands a special place 
in the history of Black America as the ‘FATHER OF GOSPEL MUSIC” for 
he has and continues to touch our lives. If we are to know ourselves, 
then we must know the person who has contributed to the world of 

music for over three decades.



EVENTS OF THE CONVENTION 

Every evening is filled with uplifting gospel music which showcases different 
departments. The NCGCC begins with a tribute to our Founders. We salute such pioneer's as 
Dr. Thomas A. Dorsey, Sallie Martin, Willia Mae Ford Smith, Theodore R. Frye and others 
on Sunday afternoon. Following that evening is a concert highlighting our Supervisor's Guild 
Department. 

On Monday morning is a Consecration Service which features a local minister of the city 
--· -as the speaker. ·-A Pre-Convention Musical featuring a national artist is scheduled for Monday 

evening. Tuesday is President's Day, Bishop Kenneth H. Moales, Sr. will give his Presidential 
Address along with a New Artist Showcase displaying new talent from around the city, 
surrounding areas and throughout the country. Wednesday is Alumni Chorale Day featuring the 
Alumni Chorale In concert. Thursday is the All-Star Subteens and Youth and Young Adult 
Department Gospel Extravaganza featuring over 1,000 youth and young adults from all over the 
country. The Climax of the week features the Thomas A. Dorsey Mass Choir, delegates from 
near and far singing praises to the Lord. 

During the morning the NCGCC is filled with learning at the Anelia Hutchins Leadership. 
Training Institute and afternoon sessions have singing 'from various Unions and Chapters 
throughout the country. Additional highlights consist of a scholarship program for convention 
-participants and a Soloist Bureau Concert.

Departments 

Subteen Department consist of children between the ages of 3-12. The primary focus is 
to train the children how to follow directorship, learn music as well as Christian behavior in the 
Church. Subteens learn how to direct the choir, have soloist and present a play featuring their 
own talents. Subteens also participate in a bible study/quiz and fashion show. An outing is 
scheduled for the subteens at various sightseeing places. Thursday evening the Subteens will 
have a musical production showcasing actors, actresses, directors and soloist form within the 
Department. 

Youth and Youni Adult Department are for ages 13-25. The primary focus is to training 
an encourage the song writers, directors, musicians and singers to utilize their God given talents 
to his Glory. Additional activities include a bible quiz, banquet with a fashion show, debutantes 
and an Outing. Trophies are also given for Song of the Year, Director of the.Year. Thursday . 
is the Youth and Young Adult Department's evening. It begins with the Debutantes walk 
following a concert featuring original compositions from within the Department 

· Alumni Choral ages are between 26-45. The Alumni Chorale focuses on Praise and
worship. Many song writers, musicians, soloist, and singers come together to uplift and glorify 
God. Wednesday is Alumni Chorale day featuring the Alumni Chorale in full concert that 
evening. 



ARTELTA HUTCHINS TRAINING INSTITUTE

Thomas A. Dorsey Mass Choir includes all delegates that wish to participate climaxing 
the week with the grand finale concert. Songwriters, singers and composers from all over the 
country unite as one living Dr. Dorsey’s dream.

CLASSES INCLUDE:
An Introduction to Music 

Children’s Music 
Choir Decorum 

Choral Directing I, II 
Choral Union Administration 

Composition 
Creative Praise Movements 

Ear Training 
Evangelism

Empowerment for Living 
Minister’s Class 

Medical Assistance
Ministry of Music 

Miracles of the Bible 
Orchestra 

Orchestration I
Organ I, II 

Piano I, II, III 
Sight Singing

Style, Charm - Getting It Together 
The Business of Music 

Voice I. II

The Artdia Hutchins Leadership Training Institute is just as it’s name implies, a training area 
for those who attend the National Convention of Gospel Choirs and Choruses. Its purpose is 

' to expand upon the practical application of the many activities which take place during our 
convention by offering specific academic instructions to coincide with these activities. Each 
class is designed for the improvement of the quality of the total church program with special 
emphasis given to the Music Ministry. Approximately 4 hours of instruction is provided during 
each convention. These classes meet from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Tuesday through Friday of 
the convention. In addition to regular classes, we offer seminars in areas of special interest to 
convention participants. Upon completion of the prescribed course work, a certificate is 

awarded to each participant.
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"Orlando's Best Convention Value"9

GHECKtNTWrSOO P.M. CHECK OUT TIME
11:00 A.M.

004882
CODE

> * QUAD SUITES

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE$105.00

PLEASE CALL

a deposit equal to one nights room and tax or guaranteed to

7-^

WILL BE SENT TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. THANK YOU.

NAME 
(*U OCCUPANTS)*-

ADDRESS

CITY. STATE  ZIP. _PHONE 

ARRIVAL DAY. DATE NUMBER OF NIGHTS 

TYPE OF CREDIT CARD FULL NAME ON CARD 

CARD NUMBER 
EXPIRATION DATE 

HOLDER S SIGNATURE 

SPECIAL REQUESTS 
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NO . OF ROOMS 
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ADJACENT TO THE ORANGE COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER • 9700 INTERNATIONAL DRIVE • ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32819 0114 • (407) 352-9700

Welcome to the Clarion Plaza Hotel. We encourage you to make your reservations early and invite you to enjoy 
the many amenities available to you during your stay. The following will explain our Guarantee/Cancellation/ 
No Show Policies.

Guarantee-Cancellation-No Show Policies
Reservations are held on a tentative basis and subject to cancellation if not confirmed by either a deposit equal to one nights room and tax or guaranteed to 
a major credit card at time of booking. Balance of payment for all nights reserved must be made upon check in. Cash, travelers checks, or major credit 
cards are accepted. Advance deposits are refunded provided your reservation is canceled three days prior to the arrival date. Any cancellations within the 
three day period are subject to penalty of the first night’s room and tax. Please retain your cancelation number. Refunds cannot be granted and all subse­
quent nights and accommodations are released and will be based on space availability should you arrive on any date other than your scheduled date.

PLEASE DETACH BEFORE MAILING

TWPLE
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Reearwltone srelMtrsiHajj
a major credit ntowtfwf .— 
cards are accepted. Advance 
throe day period ara aubject to 
quant nights and accommodetk

n adult. Rollaways are available at $15 per night (maximum one).

li#«nllmTed by eBiO§Syfei«tl»ane nights room and tax or guara

nighia roMrwdmuat be trnda upon ctwck in. Cash, travel checks, or major credit 
r reservation is cancolod tree days prior to the arrival date. Any cancelations within toe
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Clarion Plaza
HOTEL-ORLANDO

GROUP name National Gospel Choir Groups DATES 7/29-8^99 >

To qualify for available block, space and rates, reservations must be received by July 1.1999
2 ‘ 117.60 , including applicable taxes. Reservations
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EVERY SATURDAY

PERFORMANCE

i

(407) 647-4423 OR 1-877-647-4423CONTACT:
x..-;

REV. WILLIE C BARNES

ALL ARE WELCOME, INVITE A FRIEND

CHILDREN STARTING AT AGE (3) THREE ARE WELCOME. 
THE CONVENTION IS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY. THERE IS 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

THE NEWLY FORMED GREATER ORLANDO CHORAL CHAPTER WILL BEGIN 
REHEARSAL FOR THE MONDAY NIGHT PRE-MUSICAL THE CHAPTER IS AN 
INTER-DENOMINATIONAL COMMUNITY CHOIR WHO’s MISSION IS TO 
EDUCATE ALL ABOUT THE DORSEY DREAM AND THE DREAMER

CALLING ALL SINGERS, 
MUSICIANS, COMPOSERS, MIMES, 
DANCERS, DIRECTORS, USHERS, 
NURSES, STEP TEAMS, ACTORS!

THE 66th SESSION OF THE THOMAS A. DORSEY, NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

GOSPEL CHOIRS & CHORUSES, INC. WILL CONVENE AUGUST1-7,1999.

'8411 &

REHEARSALS WILL BE:
DO NOT WAIT FOR THE LAST MINUTE TO JOIN.

CHAPTER PRESIDENT
AND CHURCH PASTOR:

10:00 AM (PLEASE BE ON TIME)

VZ4 MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
^R LIAS FELLOWSHIP HALL

KENNEDY BLVD, EATONVILLE, FLORIDA

MAY - 1,15,22,
JUNE- 5,12,19,26
JULY- 10,17,24,
AUGUST 2,1999 AT 7:00 PM

REHEARSAL TLME:

LOCATION: MAi
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r-l FedEx 
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Tracking 
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’ FedEx Express Saver)
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