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expensive item in the family budgeted health care spending is ^^X^indiS "patofa whoi Eves

neaim care manias suu leuuu a v..--. most ^ngre^jona] Democrats that evefy existing benetit De
frustration. For anything useful to be salvaged, politicians will have ^^1 Clinton even endorsed a politically popular

recognize a truth few of them are willing to face. U6 „ d.v , ™.
It is defined succinctly in the headline of an article in the April of ^dent> proposed a way of financing that level of

sue of the monthly magazine of the National Conference of State _. „... . —for the orowintr

'''“t7’'999

the PRESIDENT has seen

David S. Broder

Health Care:
The Cold Truth
health care that has started on a partisan note and may well end in

to recognize a truth few of them are willing to face. 
......................................

issue of the monthly magazine of the National Confe;
^Legislatures: “Government Does, Indeed, Ration Health Care.’'
V-The author fa rTiSnTETown for disgorging uncomfortable

truths, former Colorado governor Richard Lamm. Speatang of ^^8 bill of rights” legislation tabbed as a high

resources where they wffl buy the most health for society." care ah “medically necessary” treatments, determined by his or her
He cites some of the evidence. In this age of medi physician or, on appeal, by an independent arbiter, 

breakthroughs, health care has overtaken housing as the most propped by a flood of emotional
expensive item in the family budget—and health care spending is 3^^ individual patients whose lives were jeopar-
growing faster than anything else in state and federal budgets as dized__or lost—the cost-conscious regulations of a
well The triUiondollar annual medical bfll represents oneseventh managed company or insurer. The individual stories are so 

of the nation’s economy. compelling that the social costs are ignored. If every patient is
And yet, the United States has by far the farg^t of guaranteed every service that could provide even a marginal 

uninsured citizens of any advanced nation, with 43 million having someone’s judgment, then what will the economic
no coverage now. Of29 industrial countries, we rank 21st in infant ^^ugnees The an^er, Lamm writes, is that “the dollars 
mortality, 17th in life expectancy for women and 21st for men. wfi spend on fu^g care are no. longer available to

Lamm is far from alone in arguing that the current health care d on needed care for someone else in the system or some other
system is unsustainable. Health and Human Services Secretary equally important social need.”
Donna Shalala says the same thing. So do many other experts. He addy -rhe health care system can no more afford to do

The question, as Lamm writes, is not if we ration—but how. So everything ‘beneficial’ for every patient than the education system 
far, we have chosen to ration by leaving one-sixth of our population do everything ‘beneficial’ for every student... or the police
uninsured and, increasingly, by trying to let medical organizations department for every citizen.... We are funding health care by an 
“manage” the health care of those with insurance. Since the faflure yardstick.”
of the Clinton administration’s bill for universal health insurance in writing in this vein sounds coldhearted. But the real cruelty is 
1994, efforts to expand coverage have been sporadic, and the these truths. Until we insist that all Americans of all
number of uninsured has grown by roughly a million a year. ages—including the retired—contribute to the costs of their health

What is almost as worrisome is the fact that the major health ^til we acknowledge that additional
care reforms being considered in Washington ignore the fact that benefits for those with insurance are less vital than providing 
society must make hard choices about what it can afford—and arrpaa to for uninsured, the political finagling over
how those dollars can best be used. Indeed, they threaten to hpa1th rarp in Washington is likely to do more harm than good, 
exacerbate the problem by promising that the privileged will be

even better protected.

Consider Medicare. Those over 65 are the only large class of 
Americans with guaranteed health benefits. A bipartisan commis- 

„ , ,. . sion’s effort to slow the cost spiral that threatens bankruptcy of
0131 Pr°gram foundered on insistence by the White House and 

' congressional Democrats that every existing benefit be

move to add prescription drug benefits to the menu. No one, least 
* _ - . ~ f

services-^without new cost-sharing measures—for foe growing 
ranks of senior citizens, whose voting power intimidates politi­

cians of both parties.

American mediane, Lamm says, “We are inventing foe unafiord^ . ri white House RgpubEcan congressional leaders,
ble and spending foe unsustainable. We need to focus limited basic provision wouid guarantee every patient in managed
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Military

MISTAKES

And by taking ground troops ofl

demands Neither has been take down their air defenses,

ing enters its third week.

“The problem is he didn’t take

Gen' Wesley didn’t turn on his radar, and we

Col. Warden said that in the Gulf

NATO, which is now adding

egy.

2,000-pound bombs to the 1 irget. 
Aviators would have to drop jelow

/

a 15,000-foot ceiling to sdp the 
quarry, putting them in

Storm.
“The attacks were really 

relatively limited,” said re­
tired Air Force Col. John War­
den, an architect of the 1991 
air war. “Then you brought 
more airplanes and more 
ships, and what that means is ““g.1 Y, 
vmi inrrpaqp nrARRiirft in a ° . *

toser 
range of anti-aircraft missiles. It 
was a chance NATO commanders 
refused to take. \

Col. Warden said the allies

Stye Stmc^
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7,1999

By Rowan Scarborough Kosovo^ree to run wild and attack

—————----- . . And by taking ground troops ofl
The Clinton administration tabie as an option, Mr. Clinton 

lost a chance for a quick vic- gave j^r Milosevic an added sense 
tory in Kosovo through a se- of security, analysts said. A sizable

Clark, NATO’s supreme com- couidn>t get them. So Phase One 
didrn’t ?.°. as planned, to.be blunt.y 

war the air strikes from Day One

S..£2!utof gravity”1 - itsleadership, elec- 

about 100 new wafplanes and commun'icati’ons C to‘ ‘Wose*a 
attack helicopters, had at the

analysts said yesterday.
President Clinton’s primary

/ 
/

/
/

attack helicopters, had at the ki d of naralvsis”
In the Bal^S, he said, “we hit

, xt Amrs IdKC UUWU LllCll all UCIGllOvd,
accomphshp^as NATO bomb- which had n0 effect on Milosevic’s 

ability to prosecute his war, atroc­
ities against the Kosovars. They

Serbians were able to ignore those 
particular attacks because they 
didn’t prevent [Milosevic] from 
doing the things important to him, 
such as the operation in Kosovo 
and to rally the people in Bel-

“We’ve spent so much time pre­
paring to take down their air de­
fenses, and what have you, that we 
have not been concentrating on our 
initially announced objective, and 
that’s to protect the Kosovars,” said 
Mr. Robb, a former Marine Corps 
officer and member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee.

But Mr. Milosevic’s offer juco Q
yesterday to make peace could were just diSConnected.”

From page Al
wanted.”

The air attacks themselves, es­
pecially in the first week, were sc 
focused on Serbian air defense! 
they left thousands of Serbiar 

. troops and paramilitary police ir

Kosovo “killing fields.”
“There were two parallel wars,”

A Pentagon planner, who asked 
not to be named, said: “The Air 
Force convinced the administra­
tion that the administration’s ob­
jections could be achieved without 
the use of ground forces. But even 
the Army underestimated the 
speed by which Milosevic would 
sweep through Kosovo and de­
populate it of ethnic Albanians.”/

NATO blames the air caxh- 
paign’s slow start on poor weafiier 
that dropped a thick cloud tnass 
that stymies lasers used to guide

.\r ineic wcic iwu paiaxicx waio,
goals were to protect Kosovar said Kantei. a natiOnal se-
Albamans and force Mr. Milo- curity adviser to President Bush, 
sevic to accept Western peace «^ye devoted our assets to trying to

be the first of many trial bal- " .^problem is he didn’t take 
loons that eventually leads to ^g bait He didn.t use his air de. 
peACe\ , fense against our aircraft. He

bombing
mistakes

attacked Iraq’s “multiple centers 

trical power, oil refineries and

you increase pressure in a 
measured way that allows the 
Serbians to get accustomed to 
the new level and to be able to 
continue doing what they

should have waited for clear skies.
"If the environment precludes 

you from doing the things you ex­
pected to do, you are better off 
holding off, gritting your teeth and 
waiting until you have a high prob­
ability of being able to conduct 
good operations. It’s very, very bad 
to conduct operations that don’t 
appear to be quickly successful.”

But weather cannot explain 
NATO’s short target list for the 
first phase of a three-phase opera­
tion. Gen. Clark is working for po­
litical leaders — in this case the 
group of 19 NATO ambassadors 
known as the North Atlantic Coun­
cil — who must approve specific 
targets in some cases, as well as an 
overall escalation in bombing.

When the bombing’s first three 
days failed to stop Serbian ma­
rauding in Kosovo, the council met 
and approved a broader target list. 
The United States sent in B-1B 
bombers, which could have been 
used from the outset to carpet­
bomb large military installations 
and troop concentrations on the 
ninth day.

“It’s hard to quarrel with the 
view the campaign has been de­
signed to minimize to the great ex­
tent possible any [NATO] casual­
ties,” Mr. Kanter said.

A Senate aide said, “If you’re go­
ing to get serious about firing at 
tanks, you need to go low to find 
them. In other words, you need to 
risk pilots.”

The problem now, as NATO ex­
ecutes what will be a 30-day-plus 
operation, is that Mr. Milosevic is 
achieving his two main goals, U.S. 
officials say. He has smashed the 
only viable separatist group, the 
Kosovo Liberation Abmy. He is 
also clo££-to-eyi6ting_or displacing 
1 mrffion ethnic AlbaniSns^'^x 
/ But the Pentagon says his"ad^ 
vances are temporary and will be 
rolled back.

Sen. Charles S. Robb, Virginia 
Democrat, criticized the war strat-

‘ ‘We devoted our 
assets to trying to take 
down their air
defenses.” —Arnold Kanter,

Bush security adviser

start about one-fifth the 1,000 Li uic ... ..................
strike jets used in Desert targets that when hit didn’t have an 

impact on Serbia as a system. The

planes in place to deliver the

could have undercut Mr. Milo-

’ _ ... uic lauic ao an upuuw, avai. vuhivu

lost a chance for a quick vic- gave Milosevic an added sense

ri,eL ™ NATO armored force on the Kos-
------r—«--- r;—ovo border might have forced the



By Robert D. Kaplan

T
;e nothing 
nrs nfTn-less than the future Bontniiri

I

save the Balkans from chaos.
before the Com-

a

that not only givps thp Ifncnvarc pi 
tp-rrion hut also knocks Serbia'oTf

j.

and Greece.

IS

democratic rule.
These northerly states of the for­

mer Warsaw Pact had several ad- 

Stockbridge, Mass, 
he humanitarian night­
-mare in Kosovo may 

be reason enough for 
NATO’s involvement 
in the former Yugosla-

O

the Islamic refugees, who disrupt the 
fragile religious and ethnic balance 
in neighboring countries, already 
burdened by weak governments and 
high unemployment.

Thus, if the bombing campaign 
fails and NATO gives up at the nego­
tiating table, it would seal Europe off 
according to medieval lines, with the 
newly expanded NATO a mere varia­
tion of the old Holy Roman Empire — 
the old Christian West, that is — and 
with the Near East beginning where 
the old Ottoman Turkish Empire 
once did, roughly on the border be­
tween Croatia and Serbia and some­
where in Transylvania where ethnic 
Hungarians meet Romanians.

constitute only a third of the Balkan 
peninsula. Three major Balkan coun­
tries — Romania, Bulgaria and 
Greece — though not directly threat­
ened by the flood of refugees roiling 
Albania and Macedonia, are never­
theless at a pivotal point of political 
destiny.

In Romania, the largest and most 
populous Balkan state, there is a ten­
uous peace between the Orthodox 
Christian majority and the ethnic 
Hungarian minority, which is mixed 
Catholic and Protestant and lives in 
the northwestern region of Transyl­
vania. This relative calm is a signifi­
cant achievement given that in the 
course of this century each group has 
occupied the other’s territory.

h 1834, entering the autono­
mous Ottoman principality of 
Serbia from the Hapsburg 
Empire, the English travel 
writer Alexander Kinglake 

' wrote, “I had come, as it were, 
to the end of this wheel-going Europe, 
and now my eyes would see the Splen­
dour and Havoc of the East.” That 
same demarcation between East &n<T 
West will re-emerge unless Mr. Milon 
sevic is crushed with air and ground^ 

troops and a NATO protectorate is 
established in Kosovo and Macedonia. 
Only Western imperialism — though 
few will like calling it that — can now 
unite the European continent and 

cd 
o 
o
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This is because the immediate im­
pact of the current fighting is being 
felt well beyond the states of the 
former Yugoslavia, which all told

Defeat Serbia, or 
the West may lose 
Bulgaria, Romania

other members of the alliance be­
cause it is middle class and a mem­
ber of NATO. But it can’t, because it 
is in the Balkans and must adjust its 
foreign policy relative to its geo­
graphical position. Greeks know that 
they are fated to live next door to the 
Serbs long after any NATO troops 
leave.

Moreover, throughout the long cen- 
tnries of Turkish occupation, Greeks 
were supported bv their Orthodox co- 
relisionists in Serbia and
fact of history with effects that run 
deep. And, having never experienced 
Soviet occupation or Communism, 
Greeks have a romantic attachment 
to Russia that doesn’t exist in Roma­
nia or even Bulgaria.

The Greek Government is support­
ing the United States as best it can, 
given the pressures upon it from both 
the political left and right. But if the 
Serbs humiliate NATO, Greeks will 
act in self-interest: their NA 10 ties 
will be reduced to an official trap­
ping, even as they deny this very fact 
and quietly intensify links with their 
fellow Orthodox in Moscow and Bel­
grade. After 47 years of NATO mem­
bership, Greece could be lost.

Appeals to conscience will not keep 
Greece a de facto as well as a de jure 
member of NATO, nor will they keep 
Romania and Bulgaria from slipping 
into the sway of Russia. What is re­
quired is nothing less than a complete 
NATO military victory. Indeed, while 
the Greeks and the Macedonian Slavs 
despise each other, as Orthodox 
Christians they equally despise the 
Muslim Kosovars. Few in the region 
can be expected to feel sympathy for 

JU

Yet social peace is threatened by 
the lack of modernization in thecbun- 
trysitfe and Cabinet chaos in Bucha­

rest where economic reform is in 
slow motion and investor confidence 
is eroding. In Romania only the mili­
tary is well run. Though Romanians 
are Eastern Orthodox, the horrible 

........... ....... ... __ memory of dark Stalinist decades 
via, but for the United ^akes them desperate for NATO 

States there are vital strategic stakes
involved as well. These stakes justify 
the use of any NATO measures need­
ed to defeat Serbia, including the use 
of ground troops, becausi

Russia — a

When the East-West division of Eu­
rope was erased in 1989 with the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall, a new 
dmaion immediately began forming: 
that between Central Europe and the 

-Balkans Fven before the outbreak of 
fighting in Yugoslavia in 1991, the 
Central European states of Poland, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia were 
pulling dramatically ahead of Balkan 
countries like Romania and Bulgaria 
in terms of progress toward stable, I 

tn
vantages: they were heirs to the tra- 
ditions of the Hapsburg Empire, and 
.............................................................

groups with links" to Russian "busi­
nesses and mafias. These groups op­
erate as a state within a state and 
control large parts of the economy, 

including banks, car insurance and 
energy companies, tourist businesses 
and agricultural exponing. They put 
tremendous pressure on the Govem- 

I ment and effectively push the coun­
try into Russia’s fold.

The Bulgarian elite is fighting back 
but is legjtimatelv afraid of being

they had sizable middle classes prior
to World War II and Communist rule.

(The Balkan states were burdened by
I centuries of Byzantine"and Turkish
|absolutism and even I “ ~
(munist takeovers their middle class-
es had been mere specks amid vast
seas of peasantries. 

The admission of Poland, the Czech 'that Greece behave exactly like the 
Republic and Hungary into the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization has for­
malized this dangerous historical and
religious redivision of Europe: be­
tween a Roman Catholic and Prdtes-
tant West and an Orthodox Christian
.and Muslim East.

However, Slobodan Milosevic’s
campaign in Kosovo has now given
the West a chance to reverse this
process. A real NATO victory, one
that not only givPS tho ICngnvarc prn-
tp-rrion hut also knocks Serbia off its
perch as the region’s military threat.

would go a long way toward stabiliz-

membership, which would keep the 
military out of politics, stifle ethnic 
nationalist politicians and energize 
the elite in the direction of good gov­
's rn ment.

The same goes for Rnlgaria whcm 
the democratically elected Cabinet is 
valiantly working toward economic 
reform but is besieged by criminal 

ctrandnd at thp far ond nf th2 Bal- 
kans, spurned by NATO and severed 
from Central Europe by instability in 
Kosovo and Macedonia. If the West 
cannot pacify the region, Bulgarian 
politicians will have to survive 
through deals with Russophile crimi-' 
nals.

Greece is the most misunderstood 
Balkan country. The West demands 
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Clinton

Dear Mr. President

I

i

J

Vertf truly y.

'i
I

9 9 n 4 n 6

-a:

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR.

DELAWARE

Joseph R. Biden
United States Senator

-^fail'snut fc
WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 2, 1999

President William Jefferson
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

All too often we only hear the negative about people 
working for us. This time, however, I wanted to ensure that 
you knew ahout the positive. While I have enjoyed working 
with all of your excellent staff during the past few years, I must 
say that Janet Murgia has served both you and the American 
people exceptionally well. She has always been attentive to the 
needs of Members and has provided me and my staff with superior 
service and advice. Furthermore, her enthusiastic attitude and 
keen political judgment have been invaluable to me. Having 
worked with thousands of staff in Washington, I can honestly say 
that Janet is among the very best.

-to
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1st April 1999

Dear Mr. President,

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

H-n

I am writing to you on behalf of the people of Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo to offer an invitation to you to visit 

our area.

We are a border county and are aware of your tremendous involvement with the Peace Process and feel 
that a visit from you would encourage US investment in the locality. Like all border counties due to the 
war in Northern Ireland we have suffered immensely both from a tourist and business point of view.

Our county is located on the main Derry to Galway route (N17) and we feel we have a lot of exciting 
attractions which would be of personal interest to you and your family e.g. Golf, Horse-riding, Walking, 
Hill-climbing etc. Our scenery is exquisite.

President W.J. Clinton, 
Washington DC,

Mr. President! We would be tremendously grateful if you would consider a visit. We have ample 
accommodation to offer your entourage. I cannot express to you how much it would mean to the people 

of this area.

Helen Rochfdrd-Brennan

PRESIDENT

Teeling Street, Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo. 
Tel. (071) 85007 Fax. (071) 86210

May I take this opportunity to thank you for all of your hard work in the Peace Process and wish to a 

happy and healthy life.

TUBBERCURRY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE S INDUSTRY
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President W.J. Clinton, 
White House,
Washington DC.
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

Please Deliver as Soon as Possn

recipient’s FaxRECIPIENT

 VO.
(202) 456-6703Ms. Nancy V. Henireich

kj; msg

6Number of pages (including transmit tal sheet):

MO Comments:

Date:
Client/Matter #:

From:
Phone:

IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, CALL 

at the following number:

Thomas R. Devine 

(202) 835-8096

April 6, 1999
22365-01

 

HOPKINS & SUTTER
888 Sixteenth Street, N W. 

Washington, D.C. 20006-4103 
(202) 835-8000

This facsimile transmission (and/or the documents accompanying it) may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is protected by the attorney-client 
privilege. The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named 
above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information 
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately 
notify us by telephone to arrange for the return of the documents.

Linda L.
(202) 835-8133
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April 6, 1999

VIA TRLBFAX 4S6-6703

Re:

Dear Ms. Hernreich:

P2O634-1

THOMAS R raiVINti 
(202) H25-HOS*
Direct Fm. (202) H35.8238 

E-MmI: TDevine@ho|Bul.com

Ms. Nancy V. Hernreich
Deputy Assistant, to the President
And Director of Oval Office Operations

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Assistance in pursuing claim against the German government by families 
of U.S. victims of a mid-air collision caused by the negligence of a 

German Luftwaffe crew off the coast of Africa in 1997.

RR8 SIXTEENTH STRRBT, N. W . WASHINGTON, D C. 200Ofi-4IO3 (202) R.IS-ROOO 

PAX <202) WS IIM 

IKIBNMHT hltp://www.lio|»sut.ooiii

GHICA<K> OFFICH THREE FIRST NATIONAL FLA'/ A /.(l6n>420»

DETROIT OFFICE OUftA 1-IVHftNOIS SUITE 2JO TROY, Ml 4BOV?.»f?0

Enclosed, per the suggestion of your assistant, Mary Morrison, is a summaiy of 
an incident in which a German Luftwaffe TU-154 collided with a U.S. Air Force C-141 
off the coast of Namibia, Africa on September 13, 1997. Our firm represents the 
families of five (5) of the nine (9) Air Force crewmembers who perished in the accident. 
I have also enclosed brief bios of the five victims whose families we represent.

Both the German government and the U.S. government investigations 
determined that the cause of the accident was the fact that the German aircraft, in 
violation of basic international flight rules, was operated at an improper altitude for 

the direction it was headed.

We have recently filed a claim with the Gennan government under a process 
they have established to handle this matter. The strong support, of the United States 
government - particularly the President and the Departments of State and Defense 
will be critical to ensuring that our families’ claims arc handled expeditiously and the 

families receive appropriate compensation.

HOPKINS & SUTTER
(a PARTNnaiulll' INCl.liniHU HKOTBSSIONAL CORPORATIONS)
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Sincerely,

f

Thomas R. Devine

1*20634-1

The families we represent would deeply appreciate any assistance you or the 

President can provide us.

TRD.trd
Enclosure

Ms. Nancy V, Hemreich
The White House
April 6, 1999
Page 2

Senator Thurmond and Senator Helms have written to the Secretaries of State 
and Defense urging their support. Secretary Cohen has pledged his assistance. We 
are meeting on Thursday, April 8 with the Acting Secretary of the Air Force and his 

Chief of Staff to discuss this matter.

I would be happy to provide you with a copy of the claim we filed with the 
German government or any other information you might find useful. Please call me at 
835-8096 to discuss this matter. If J am not available, my partner David Ralston 

could be reached at 835-8131.

Given that the German Chancellor has pressed the President to provide 
compensation by the U.S. for the German families who lost loved ones in the Cavalese 
accident that occurred 5 months after the C-141 accident, we would hope that the 
President would similarly press the Chancellor to compensate the American families 
who lost loved ones due to the negligence of the German Luftwaffe pilots.
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The C-141 was on a humanitarian mission. It was returning to Ascension 
Island after transporting an American mine-clearing team in support of anti­

land mine projects in Africa.

The U.S. and German governments each investigated the head-on collision and 

found that:

Hopkins & Sutter represents the families of five (5) of the nine (9) U.S. Air Force 
crew aboard a C-141 Starliftcr that a German military plane ran into, in mid­
air, off the coast of Namibia, Africa. All of the U.S. crewmembers died as a 

result of the September 13, 1997 collision.

The accident, occurred because the German plane was flying at an 
improper altitude, under international flight rules, for the direction it was 

heading at the point of collision.

The U.S. aircraft was where it was supposed to be, and the U.S. crew had 
acted properly and was in no way responsible for the collision.

The German flight crew had filed an incorrect flight plan. While prepared 
by an outside company, the flight plan was accepted by the Luftwaffe, 
and transferred by hand to the appropriate form by the flight crew.

The German report states that ultimate responsibility for complete and 
correct flight planning lies with the aircraft commander for the mission. 
In any event, the crew did not even follow that flight plan, which would 
have placed the German aircraft 4,000 feet above the U.S. aircraft.

The C-141’s flight recorder indicates that, seconds after the collision, the USAF 
crew sought to don oxygen masks and looked for flashlights. They were thus 
aware that they had been struck and would die a horrible death. It is believed 

that the U.S. plane exploded in mid-air.

The bodies of the USAF crew were not. recovered. On April 2, 1998, there was a 
group burial of this crew at Arlington National Cemetery. The deaths of these 
men have caused great anguish, pain and suffering for their families.

The families of the victims have filed a claim with the German government for 
compensation for the loss of their loved ones. The U.S. government has paid 
similar awards to foreign nationals accidentally killed by the U.S. armed forces.

The families have hired vocational and economic experts to determine the lost 

income from the projected careers of the victims.

io : xj No .uu^ r .

CLAIMS AGAINST THE GERMAN GOVBRNMENT BY DECEDENTS1 
FAMILIES FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 1997 MID-AIR COLLISION
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The families seek the assistance of the President, as well as the Departments of 
State and Defense, in urging the German government to provide fair 

compensation promptly to the families for their loss.

The German government has pressed the United States to pay compensation to 
the German citizens who lost family members in the Cavalese accident, which 
occurred five months after the C-141 accident. It is only fair that the German 
government practice what it preaches and compensate the families of the 

victims of the C-141 accident.

Two of the victims were Air Force pilots, who planned on pursuing 
careers as commercial airline pilots, one in 1999, and the other in 2000

Two others planned on retiring from the military when eligible and 

pursuing similar careers in the civil transportation sector.

The fifth was a young man who would have remained in the service until 
2000, and pursued a career in computer or automotive repair.

The families also seek compensation for pain and suffering, mental anguish and 
loss of companionship caused by the deaths of their loved ones.

Based on these factors, the total claims for each of the five crewmembers we 
represent range from $1.9 million to $3.9 million. The differences in the 
amounts sought relate primarily to the variation in projected eamings and tire 

number of children left behind.
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Captain Gregory Cindrich was a 1991 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy.

commendations during his military career. He also attended graduate school,

1*20621-)

BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES OF THE VICTIMS WHOSE FAMILIES SEEK 
COMPENSATION FROM THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT

Our clients are the families of the pilots, Captain Gregory Cindrich and Captain 
Peter Vallejo and three other crewmembers, Staff Sergeant Stacy Bryant, Staff 

Sergeant Robert Evans, and Airman 1st Class Justin Drager.

Vallejo worked in banking prior to joining the USAF. He was interested in 
pursuing a career as a writer, and had, prior to his death, finished writing a 

novel.

Staff Sergeant Stacy Bryant entered the U.S. Air Force when he was 18 years 
old. He intended to be in the service until his retirement. Sgt. Bryant was 
regularly promoted and in good health. He was family oriented and financially 
assisted his sister in going to college. After his death, his sister was so 
distraught that was unable to complete her final college semester.

Staff Sergeant Robert Evans entered the U.S. Air Force after he finished high 
school in 1985. He intended to retire from the service, Married in 1994, he and 
his wife Sheila had a daughter, Lauren, who was 4 years old when he died. 
SSG Evans also helped raise Mrs. Evans* daughter, Jamie, as his own.

Airman Justin Drager enlisted into the U.S. Air Force after his high school 
graduation in the spring of 1997. His constant dream was to fly, and heJoined 
the USAF to fulfill that dream. He was only 19 years old when he died, leaving 
a father, who had raised him as a single parent, and a younger brother.

He was married, and he and his wife Monica had a son, Christopher, who was 3 
years old at the time of Capt. Cindrich’s death. Capt. Cindrich received many 
commendations during his mUitary career. He also attended graduate school, 
and received his Master's in Business Administration in 1994. Capt. Cindrich 

led an active lifestyle, and was a devoted family man.

Captain Peter Vallejo entered the U.S. Air Force in January 1990 at the age of 
27 years. After receiving a college degree in Business Administration, Capt. 
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Shades of LBJ /

A

Clinton needs to insulate his 

commanders from political 

pressures, not leave them 

with a sense of being 

second-guessed.

i

to

&

vance, Belgrade’s offer yesterday of a cease-fire that 
would leave Milosevic’s marauding forces in con­
trol in Kosovo.

But the president also acknowledged that the air 
campaign had been chosen out of “a bunch of bad 
options.” Bombing was “the best available option to

show aggressive action, to keep NATO’s word, to 
keep our NATO allies together and to give us a 
chance to preserve our objectives,” he explained 
defensively to reporters.

This is a lawyer going to war, constructing an 
argument for all eventualities—including the possi­
ble need to argue failure as victory. Milosevic has 
raised the stakes by attacking Macedonia and 
Albania with refugee armies. Clinton and his aides 
have trouble explaining how they will stay in this 
bloody game.

Worse: By describing the military choices given 
him as “a bunch of bad options,” the president 
inadvertently points up the significant doubts the 
generals and admirals at the Pentagon have about 
the strategy they have been asked to carry out.

A Clinton aide told the New York Times that the 
president is personally giving clearance to the 
Pentagon on buildings hit in Belgrade to make sure 

Horror suddenly drives the public debate over 
NATO strategy in the Balkans. Revulsion and 
anguish eclipse the logic, patience and calculation 
of national interest that President Clinton and his 
European allies hoped would underpin their air 
campaign against Serbia’s Slobodan Milosevic.

This is a grave development. NATO’s leaders are 
being dragged toward a gradual escalation they 
promised to avoid. They become increasingly 
uncertain of the relationship between their aims, 
their battlefield methods and the mood of their 
publics. They cede a bit at a time to the pressures to 
do more but still run behind the horrors Milosevic 
has created to confound them.

NATO’s leaders have grudgingly begun to admit 
they miscalculated Milosevic’s willingness to turn 
his comer of southern Europe into a modem heart 
of darkness. This miscalculation has left their 
strategy vulnerable to pressures they must now 
find ways to contain—but not ignore.

Viscerally and emotionally sickened by the tele­
vised scenes of unending lines of cold, hungry and 
ill Kosovars herded like so many sheep into the 
wilds of neighboringlands, Americans and Europe­
ans reach out for the certainty that this cannot, will 
not, must not be allowed to continue.

But each day it does continue. And each day the 
cry for a NATO ground war against the Serbs rises, 
even as Clinton and other alliance leaders insist it is 
not an option. To counter the pressure, they lapse 
into explanations of the goals of the air war that are 
increasingly vague and increasingly ambitious, a 
dangerous combination.

. On Monday the president—echoing the words 
George Bush used in announcing he would not 
permit Iraq’s Saddam Hussein to erase Kuwait 
from the map—said: “The ethnic cleansing of 
Kosovo cannot stand as a permanent event” 
Clinton clearly anticipated, and rejected in ad­

£ ® 
u 

«

§

{J-}
J <

the targets are chosen with political sensitivity. 
The aide, evidently showcasing the president’s 
skills as a warrior-diplomat, seems never to have 
heard of Lyndon Johnson.

Johnson came to grief constantly reviewing 
target lists and making them conform to his 
political goals during the Vietnam War. Bush made 
a point of leaving targeting and other military 
decisions to the Pentagon during Desert Storm.

Clinton should immediately revert to the Desert 
Storm practice. He needs to insulate his command­
ers from political pressures, not leave them with a 
sense of being second-guessed. *

And Clinton should adopt a much more straight: 
forward, less defensive explanation to the public of 
not only what he intends to accomplish on the., 
ground in Kosovo but also how and when he will 
achieve it. (•

Clinton’s desire not to be nailed down to a 
deadline and to precise courses of action is under-" 
standable. But the vague way in which he and his" 
aides wave off questions about their assessments of 
what they have achieved and how long the remain­
ing tasks will take is self-defeating. That approach 
forces the media to be ever more inquisitorial, to 
hammer every day on the question of ground, 
troops and thus feed public questioning of the. 
current strategy and public hunger for a quick 
solution.

Johnson pretended that the Vietnam War could 
be pursued without great cost to Americans. He 
compounded that error by hiding his true inten­
tions and assessments from the public.

These were huge mistakes that no president 
should ever risk duplicating. It is time for Clinton 
to tell the nation in concrete, believable terms ’ 
where he is taking us in this Balkan war. If he still, 
knows.±5
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 7, 1999

72206

Dear Sue:

Thank you for your letter.

r

I

J

Sincerely,

t

I was so sorry to learn about you and Bert. 
know this must be a very difficult time for 
you, but I'll be keeping you in my prayers.

Sue Myers
10300 Harper
Little Rock, Arkansas

We're not hiring yet for the Presidential 
Library, and it may be a while, but I'll make 
sure your name goes on file for consideration. 
I am also forwarding your letter to Bob Nash, 
the Director of Presidential Personnel, for his 
review. I'm sure you have a lot to offer.

Hang in there! And thanks for your support and 
friendship over the years.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 7, 1999
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Dear Katie:

s

„ J

Sincerely,

TVu.

72703

Katherine Hantz
1923 East Joyce Boulevard
Fayetteville, Arkansas

<ro-p<t<x

Katherine Hantz
1923 East Joyce Boulevard
Fayetteville, Arkansas

I was so sorry to learn of Harold's death and 
wanted you to know I'm thinking about you and 
your family during this difficult time.

Hillary and I send our heartfelt condolences.
We are keeping you all in our prayers.

I
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phy department. He entered the I 
Army, served three years in the ’

rah and Giuliana Hantz.
Services win be at 2 p.m. Tuesday <? 
Moore’s Chapel in Fayetteville, o
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Survivors include his wife, ' 
Katharine Hantz, to whom he was 
married in 1941; two sons, Edwin ri 
Hantz of Rochester, N.Y., and David ®

Harold D. Hantz
FAYETTEVILLE — Harold 

Donovan Hantz, 87, of Fayetteville 
died April 2, 1999, at Washington 
Regional Medical Center in Fayet-' 
teville. He was born June 17,1911, in 
Thermopolis, Wyo., to Hosea Marsh 
and Margaret Kirby Hantz. He 
received his B.A. and M.A. from the 
University of Colorado in 1933 and 1 
attended Columbia University in 
New York. He worked as a legisla­
tive research assistant for the U.S. ■ 
Senate Library for three years, then 
returned to Columbia and received 
his Ph. D. in philosophy in 1939, He 
began his teaching career at the ! 
University of Mississippi in 1939 
and was chairman of the philoso-

Pacific during World War H and was S 
discharged as a first lieutenant He 
returned to teaching at Oklahoma 
State University and came to the 
University of Arkansas in 1949 as 
chairman of the philosophy/psy- 
chology department. He was a 
founder of the Honors Program and 
served as its coordinator until retir­
ing in 1977. He was visiting profes­
sor at Columbia University and the 
University of Colorado and con­
ducted research at Oxford Universi­
ty and the University of Athens. He 
co-authored the text "Science, Folk­
lore and Philosophy" He was a 
member of the National Collegiate 
Honors Council, Phi Beta Kappa. 
America Philosophical Society and 
American Association of Universi­
ty Professors.

Hantz of Berkeley Calif.; one sister, g- 
Maryal Hunt of Pierce City Mo.; 
three grandchildren, Matthew, l| 
Sarah and Giuliana Hantz.

r

at Moore’s Chapel in FayettevUle, 
with burial in National Cemetery

Visitation will be from 6 to 8 pjn. g 
Monday at the ftmeral homa

Memorials may be made to the « 
Harold D. and Katharine C. Hantz t 
Scholarship Fund, University of e 
Arkansas Foundation Inc., 405 C 
Administration Building, Fayet- £ 
teville 72701, or to the Single Parent 
Scholarship Fund of Washington V 
County
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