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BENJAMIN R. BARBER

Benjamin R. Barber holds the Walt Whitman Chair of B
where he ig Director of the Walt Whitman Center for th

e 18 also the Executive Director of the New Jersey Ac
Serv?ce Learning and a member of the Governor's Commission on National and Community
Service. He occupied the French-American Foundation's Chair of American Civilization at the
Ecoles des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris for the academic year 1991-92.

olitical Science at Rutgers University,
e Culture and Politics of Democracy.
ademy for Community Service and

Barber' brings an abiding concern for democracy and citizenship to issues of politics, culture
education, civil society and the arts both in America and abroad, and consults regularly wit'h
political and educational leaders in the United States and Europe, including President Bill
Clinton, German President Roman Herzog, and the government of Baden-Wurttemberg
(Germany), while serving on the advisory boards of a broad spectrum of scholarly and civic
organizations including the Public Education Network, Active Citizenship Today, the Center for
Living Democracy, American Health Decisions, the World Without War Council, the

UNCF/Ford Foundation Community Service Partnership Project, Moscow Interlegal and the
ASCD Urban Advisory Board.

Barber's ten books include the classic STRONG DEMOCRACY (1984), with translations in
German, Turkish, Polish and other languages, as well as AN ARISTOCRACY OF EVERYONE.:
THE POLITICS OF EDUCATION AND THE FUTURE OF AMERICA (1992) (published in
France as L'EXCELLENCE ET L'EGALITE); THE CONQUEST OF POLITICS (1988); and
the novel MARRIAGE VOICES published by Simon and Schuster in 1981. With Patrick
Watson, he wrote the prize-winning CBC/PBS ten-part television series THE STRUGGLE FOR
MOCRACY, published by Little, Brown. His latest book 18 JIHAD VERSUS MCWORLD
(I'imes Books, 1995), a critical study of the corrosive effects of tribalism and markets on
democracy, based on his acclaimed and widely-reprinted 1992 Atlantic Magazine cover essay.

From 1973 to 1983 Barber edited the international quarterly POLITICAL THEORY. He
currently serves on its editorial board, as well as the editorial boards of THE LEADERSHIP
QUARTERLY, THE CIVIC ARTS REVIEW, COMMON PURPOSES, EUROPEAN JOURNAL
OF POLITICS, AGORA, and THE RESPONSIVE COMMUNITY. He writes a regular feature
("Letter from America") for the British international journal GOVERNMENT AND
OPPOSITION, on whose editorial executive board he also sits. He has been a Guggenheim
Fellow (1980-81), a senior Fulbright Research Scholar (Essex University, 1976-1977), a visiting
fellow at the New York Institute of Humanities (1980-81), and an American Council of Learned
Societies Senior Fellow (1984-85). He was a visiting professor at Princeton University in 1986-
87, and was awarded an honorary doctor of laws by Grinnell College in 1985. He holds an M.A.
and Ph.D. from Harvard University and a certificate from the London School of Economics.

His essays appear in a broad range of scholarly and popular journals and magazines, including
HARPER'S, THE ATLANTIC, DAEDALUS, THE NEW YORK TIMES, DISSENT, THE NEW
REPUBLIC, THE LONDON REVIEW OF BOOKS, SALMAGUNDI, THE NATION, ETHICS,
THE AMERICAN PROSPECT, POLITICAL THEORY, SOCIETY/TRANSACTION, THE
BOSTON REVIEW, and THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW.

. .. television, in addition to THE STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRACY, Barber has contributed to
and appeared on THE A B,C OF GREEK DEMOCRACY and GREEK FIRE (fqr Channel Four--
U.K.); the Close-Up Foundation's CITIZEN STORIES: and two education specials, TOM
PAINE, and the three-part PBS special THE AMERICAN PROMISE. His plays have been
produced off-Broadway in New York and in regional theaters.































































