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MONTANA HERITAGE

Let’s forge stronger
school, community ties

By MICHAEL UMPHREY

s school children across

Montana return to classes,

what may be thc most
hopeful educational initiative in
Montana's history is beginning.

Sponsored by the Library of

Congress and funded by the
Claiborne/Ortenberg
Foundation, the Montana
Heritage Project is a
collaborative effort between the
Office of Public Instruction. the
Montana Historical Socicty, the
Montana Arts Council. the
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Montana Committec for the SR o
Humanities, the university o ol
system, and the Montana Statc b '.5.
Library to strengthen ~ ':":
communitics and to forge living 2 P

conncctions betwecn
communities and schools.

To understand why it matters,
we neced to pause and consider
the way a child, a school and a
community arc connected. The
two most urgent difficulties
facing teachers and parcnts today
are a growing sensc of cultural
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disorder and the admissions by N SN
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top cducation lcaders that even A
good studcnts in good high J L leTnaaente
schools have a scanty ' R el

undcrstanding of the meaning of
what they arc taught. We arc
lcarning that when education and
community arc scparated, both
begin dying.

The lifc of every child is a
story unfolding in time - cach is a
character with particular desires
who cncounters the world and
acts in particular ways. Our
ability to tell and hear stories
allows us to give cach other or
experiences, and such giving lics
at the heart of education. We =}
acquire the experience of others [
as storics cross cultural and
generational boundaries, knitting
us together. Ursula le Guin notes
that “in telling, in the tale, we arc
all onc blood.™

In gathering cach other’s
storics, we gather the insights we
neced to form better and better
answers to the question that each
of us faces every day in some
form: “Now what shall [ do?”
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For Immediate Release September 1, 1995
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PRESIDENT CLINTON NAMES FOUR TQ].‘HE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
AMERICAN“FOLWE CENTER
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The President today announced his intent w‘tppomt the following individuals to the
Board of Trustees of the American Folklife Csmn'

Ada E. Deer of Wisconsin, who uAsgxmm Secretary for Indian Affairs at the
Department of the Interior, vl i 2

Dr. Joseph D. Duffey of West VIrmnia -wKo is the Director of the United States
Information Agency,

Madeleine M. Kunin of Vermoii.;ﬁho l;ﬂm Deputy Secretary of Education, and

Shirley Sachi Sagawa of Virgiaia, who. u Ono of the Managing Directors of the
Corporation for National and Commumtrﬂﬂco

The American Folklife Center mmmd:mms to preserve and present Amencan
folklife through programs of research, documcntlaan archival preservation and services, live
performance, exhibition, publication and training. - -The American Folklife Center is guided by
a Board of Trustees comprised of private cthx,_qﬁculs from the federal government, and
ex officio members representing federal cultural agencies.
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