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SUMMER FIELD SCHOOL

David A. Taylor

The Center has been invited, by the University of New Mexico’s Center
for Regional Studies (CRS), to co-sponsor a field school for cultural
documentation in New Mexico this summer. However, the invitation is
contingent on the availability of sufficient funds for the project when CRS's
budget is finalized--probably in late January.

Although a 1996 field school is tentative at this point, essential
preliminary planning has proceeded on the assumption that funds will be made
available. As currently envisioned, the field school will take place July 8-
26, and will be based at the campus of New Mexico Highlands University, in Las
Vegas, N.M. The focus of fieldwork activities will be the historic land
grants of the region, with particular attention to recent economic development
and its impact on the land base and especially the water rights of
longstanding subsistence farms. Three river valleys are central: Rio
Gallina, Rio de Mora, and the upper Rio Pecos. Research on these subjects is
currently in progress by University of New Mexico faculty and students, and
residents of the local communities. It is expected that field school
participants will work in collaboration with them and make contributions
toward their goals. With respect to course enrollment, it is expected that
one-third of the participants will be residents of the study region, one-third
will be residents of similar northern New Mexico regions, and one-third will
come from areas outside northern New Mexico.

As with the two previous field schools in Colorado, it is expected that
the Center will mainly contribute the time of staff (principally David
Taylor), travel funds, and documentation equipment. The host institution (the
University of New Mexico) will provide staff; lodgings; classroom facilities;
documentation equipment; and funds for outside faculty, expendable supplies,
and other expenses. Field school participants (approximately 12) will, once
again, be expected to pay a modest course fee.
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APPALACHIAN FOREST FOLKLIFE PROJECT
Mary Hufford

In late December, the Fund for Folk Culture notified us that we have
been awarded a grant in the amount of $15,000 to document the relationship
between culture and the forest on Coal River in southern West Virginia. Since
the last meeting of the board, several articles have appeared on the project,
one in Folklife Center News, the other in American Forests. Of special
interest in this project are linkages we are making within the environmental
and scientific community. The Sierra Club, for instance, paid for one of my
trips this past fall to document ginsenging in the region, and continues to be
interested in this project. I have just sent a related article off to the
Sierra Club for its inaugural issue of Appalachian Voice, a publication of the
Sierra Club‘s Southern Appalachian Regional Task Force focussing on
environmental issues throughout the region. Another environmental agency, the
West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection, provided a helicopter ride
over the field site, where Lyntha Eiler took many photographs. A state
inspector of surface mines accompanied us to interpret the emerging landscape
of mountaintop removal and reclamation in that part of the state, stimulated
by the Clean Air Act revisions of 1990.

The grant monies are being administered through Trees for the Planet,
Inc., and will pay for photo documentation through the seasons by Lyntha and
Terry Eiler, as well as for my travel (three to four days every six to eight
weeks), and to support locally initiated cultural presentations. The first of
these will be a concert on the penultimate evening of the Lucy Braun
Association’s annual meeting, to be held March 15-17, 1996. The concert will
feature musicians we’ve documented on Coal River, who will perform music and
discuss the historical value of the forest for communities along the river. A
second promises to be a tour (still photos, with audio and video
documeritation) of historically significant sites, produced in consultation
with members of the United Mineworkers Local in Sundial. Ultimately we are
hoping to produce a CD Rom with the documentation, and/or a photo-illustrated
book and sound recording. A copy of the proposal, American Forests, and
Appalachian Voice (if out) will be available at the board meeting for anyone
wishing to read them.
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EQUIPMENT LOAN PROGRAM

Peter Bartis

Two recording machines and accessories were loaned in support of school

projects associated with the Montana Heritage Project,

and occasional loans to

the Prints and Photographs Division continue to be made in support of that
division‘s Look Magazine Project (interviewing photographers).

Although we have two requests for
there was an extremely low request rate
be the availability and desirability of
that less fieldwork is being planned by
both real and perceived cuts in funding

recording equipment for the spring,
during the past year. One reason may
digital recorders. Another may be
our colleagues in the field due to
sources.



AGENDA

PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE
"Cultural Affairs" Conference Room
Madison Building, Room LM 605

February 8, 1996
10:45 a.m.

1% Long-range Plan
2: Personnel

Committee Materials Included:

Long-range Plan (Alan Jabbour)

Personnel Update (James Hardin)

Committee Members:

Judith McCulloh, Chair; all board members serve





































































