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1531 Lo,,aowoRTH House OFFICE Bu1Ll>ING 
WASHI ... GTOW, DC- 20515 

1202122~5 C-ongregs of tfJe llnitrb &ltatrs 
l,ouse of Jlepresentatibtf 
Ulast,ington, ~c 2os1s-as20 

October 9, 1996 

The Honorable William F. Goodling 
Chairman 
House Committee On Economic 
And Educational Opportunities 
2181 RHOB 
Washington, D .C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Goodling: 

VETEAA'(~' ~f.~RS COMMITTEE 
EDI.Jc.t'T10!!1, ~IIIIM\. E~IIIT • 

~HolJsiNG 

I am writing to urge that you make every effort to reach an agreement wjth 
Department of Agriculture officials so that several every successful AmeriCorps 
programs operating in my District can continue in Fiscal 1997. • 

Over this past year, a program, involving 10-12 young people, estabq~<f 
and ran a very successful food program in Fayette County that included gle~g 
and community gardening projects, as well as an educational component that 
taught needy residents about effective nutrition. Another Fayette County prpgram. 
overseen by USDA' s Rural Development Agency, utilized five young adul~ who 
helped low-income citizens file for home loans, worked on designing the N~tiQnal 
Road Visitors' Center, and organized and assisted in running clean-up proj~~ of 
junk yards and trails near the National Road. 

Local officials involved with both of these efforts have repeatedly pr~~ 
the Corps volunteers and spoken highly of the quality of their work. They ~; 
deeply interested in ensuring they can count on both of the~e projects provi~g 
assistance in the coming months. As a result, I would implore you to work 04t th~ 
needed understanding with Department of Agriculture officials that will allow the 
Department to continue to play a role in such important AmeriCorps programs.. 

GreP.ne Co. Ofc. Bldg. 
9J E. High S1. Rm. 303 
Waynesburg, PA 15370 
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I want to thank for your time and attention and your assistance in re~.lving 
this problem which directly impacts many citizens of my District. 

Very truly yours, 

~!Slll~r --. •• ~ ~c.,-._ 
Frank Mascara • •• • ··;:;. 
Member of Congress 

FM:bml 

.. 

I I 
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TO 

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC 
AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
21B1 RAVBUIIN HOUSE OFFICE 8Ul!,.04HG 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515--6100 

November 15, 1996 

The Honorable Frank Mascara 
1531 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

DearFranJc 

Thank you for your letter concerning the beneficial work of the AmeriCorps 
members serving in your district under two Department of Agriculture sponsored 
AmeriCorps programs. I, too, have noticed the beneficial work of AmeriCorps me~~rs 
serving in rny district, and around the country. 

As I'm sure you are aware, the issue of funding for AmeriCorps has been qtµte 
contentiollS this past year. However, the decision to discontinue funding of fede~ly 
sponsored AmeriCorps programs, such as those ~nsored by the Department of 
A.griculture, is the result of an agreement reached between Harris Wofford, the CEO of 
the Corporation for National Service, and Senator Grassley. This action ~as not talc~ 

• by this Committee and I was not a part of the negotiations that led to the final agre;:~m~t. 
However, it is my understanding that this agreement in no way limits the Department of 
Agriculture from un.ilatenilly funding AmeriCorps programs. Instead, the agreement 
merely limits the Department's ability to "directly" sponsor such programs. 

Furthermore, the language contained in the Omnibus Consolidated 
Appropriation' s Act of 1996, H.R. 3610, allows the Departments of Agriculture anti 
Interior to fund ArneriCorps programs, but only after making the required reprogr~ng 
requests (whkh apparently had not been done in the past) . In short, I would expect Uu.u 
th.e programs operating in your district will continue to operate unless the DepartmeQ.t pf 
Agriculture or the Appropriation' s Committee opt to cease their funding of these 
programs. In either case, this decision would be out of the control of this Commi~. 
Therefore, I would urge you to contact the Department of Agriculture and the Conmµ~~ 
on Appropriations with this concern. 
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While I have serious questions about the current operations of the Corpo~,Jm' 
National Service and its premier program, AmeriCorps, I believe that this Co~~ ~ 
and will, find a better way to encourage and support community service during the 
coming year. Your input into this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for sharing your views with me on this very important issue. 

WFG/dam 

'=ely, 

BIL~LING 
Chairman 

• 
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PATRICK LEAHY 
VEFIMON1' 

October 21. 1996 

The Honorable Kit Bond 
Chairman 

TO 97204614 

tinitrd i,tatts i,rnetr 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-4502 

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on VA, HUD and Independent Agencies 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Kit. 

P . 02/ 03 
COMWmns: 

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, ANO 
FORESTRY 

APPROPRIATIONS 

JUDICIA/'IY 

I am writing to follow up on my letter to you last April and our conversation regarding USDA 
sponsored Amer-Corps probrrams that took place during conference on the Appropriations bill for 
the VA. HUD and Independent Agencies. 

J hope that you can provide the clarification that is needed for USDA sponsored AmeriCorps 
programs to continue under the leadership of local organizations and land managers. These 
programs have brought new volunteer efforts to every corner ofrural Vermont--- areas difficult 
to reach through traditional nonprofit organizations. 

The Department of Agriculture would like to build on the success of their AmeriCorps programs 
in keeping with the requirement that National Service funds should not be transforrcd to 
federally run programs. Already local organi7..ations play an active role in ml)SC USDA 
AmeriCorps programs. The Department intends to transfer authority for running all of its 
AmeriCorps programs to the local non-profits or land managers involved in those programs, 
while continuing to otTer technical assistance and financial support. However, National Service 
education awards are needed to allow th.is new partnership to m<>ve forward . 

To be dear, the Corporation for National Service interprets cttrrent law as allowing the 
Corporation '"to enter into agreements with federal agencies to support national service programs. 
with the understanding that such agreements need not include the transfer of funds." Providing 
education awards for USDA sponsored programs would result in no funds being transferred to 
any federal agency. Those awards, like all National Service education awards would be set-aside 
on behalf or individual participants in the program and would go directly to approved institutions 
of higher education or lending agencies from the National Service Trust. The Department of 
Agriculture would fund all necessary costs for operating these programs and paying member 
stipends Crom funds already appropriated to it by the Congress. No "new·' money is needed. 

The uncertainty about providing National Service "education only" awards to participants in 
USDA supported programs has left around 1,000 prospective members in limbo. Equally 
important, the delay has left countless residents of rural areas without the assistance these 
members would bring to rural communities. 

VERMOIITOFFICE6: COURT MOU&E Pl.A2A, 1!,!i M.iN S"TAEET, 111.JRUNGTON 90:IIIU-:ISlS 
f~C~IV\L &IJ1lPING, ~OOM :l3I. MOl<T,EUER 11<12,,n-<JDQ 

0A CIAL TOU Fi!EE l,J!<I0/10...31" 

Sf NAT 00_ LLNIYC[DUAH¥ .s, "1< rt.GOv 

flfHHTTD ON RH:VCLEO PAPE:A 
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October 21. 1996 
The Honorable Kit Bond 
Page 2 

TO 97204614' P . 03/ 03 

The Rural Fire Protection Task Force is a good example of the benefits these programs can bring. 
With the assistance ol' the AmeriCorps Fire Techn)cal Team, Vermont 's Rural Fire Protection 
Task Force was able to install 44 dry fire hydrants, lowering insurance rates by about $76 per 
year for 1,600 home own~rs living in rural areas of the state. That translates into over $7 of 
savings for every $1 spent on tht! program. 

TI1e ArneriCorps programs sponsored by USDA in Vermont have provided valuable assistance to 
poor rural residents. I hope that you will be able to provide the clarification that is needed to 
build on the success of these programs while we discuss options for sustaining them in the future . 

Sincerely, 

PATRJCKLEAHY~­
Unitcd States Senator 

PJL/adr 

** TOTRL PRGE.03 ** 



OCT-04-1996 11:sa FROM SPHPC TD 12027204614 P. 01 

ARLEN SF'ECTEfl 
~ NJriUi 'f'L\'AIIU11, 

a».liMITTEE$: 

'llnitfli i,tatr.s ~mett 

INTEUJG ENCI; 
JUD,CIAflY 

"'-F'PROPRIA TIONS 
Vf:t!:Fl,-NS ' Af~ ... IRS 

I 
I 
i 
i 

The Honorable Chri1topher S. Bond 

W4s.1111;GTON, 0C 205la..3802 

September 19, 1996 

Subcommittee on V , HUD and Indcpendertt Agencies 
Chairman ~ 
Committee on App pri&tions 
United States Senat . 
Washington, DC 2(}~ I 0 

I 
I 

Dear Kit: i 
I 

It has just be~n brought to my attention that a funding issue has arisen wnceming the role 
of the l-1nited States pepartmcnt of Agriculture in various AmeriCorps projects. 

[ am advisjhat an AmerlCorps program in Fayette County, Pennsylvania has six 
students \1/ho are p ared to commence work to rehabilitate housing and lo mitigate pollution, 
which is vital to eco ornic development in that region. 1 would appreciate your help to see that 
a.I] necessary steps a~ taken to allow these six AmeriCo{ps students to commence work. 

. I 
I understand you recently met with Secretary Glickman on the broad issue of the United 

States Department ot Agriculture involvement in AmeriCorps. I Elm hopeful that this matter will 
be resolved iJromptl)/ so the Fayette County work of AmeriCorps personnel can proceed. 

I 

As always, I . ppceciate your assistance on this matter and wish to lhank you for your 
personal consideratidn. • 

I . 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 

i 
I 

! 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

i 

~ 
Arlen Spectet 

TOTRL P. 0 1 
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JOHN P. MURTHA C0IO.,.TTEE. 

Congress of tbt 'llntttb 6tatts 
-ouse of ~eprtsentatibt.s 

aaftbington. ac 20515-3812 

November 21 , 1996 

Senator Christopher S. Bond 
U.S. Senate 
293 Russell Building 
Washinbrton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Bond: 

APPROPRIATION S 

I'm writing to you out of concern over the potential loss of some USDA Arnericorps projects in 
southwestern Pennsylvania that have been very successful in contributing lo the area's economic 
development. I understand Senator Specter has also written to you previously about the USDA 
Amt:ricorps team in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, where the unemployment rate is over 10% and 
over 20% of residents live below the poveny level. Fayette County is part of the Congressional 
district I represent. 

I know you've had some concerns over the USDA's funding of these projects. However, I ask you 
to reconsider allowing the USDA to fund its Americorps projects for the coming year. It is my 
understanding that the USDA and the Corporation for National Service are offering to make this the 
last year in which the USDA will administer the programs and that they will use this year to 
transition to a direct. non-profit funding mechanism for those programs. 

We're down to the wire in terms of being able to get th.is year's proj~cts under way. Soon there won't 
be enough time left for the students to complete the number of hours of service to fulfill the 
requirements of the program. In an area with such high unemployment and poverty levels, the 
prognun has given invaluable opportunity to these kids. They've been waiting for their jobs to start 
and will be left hanging--- it will be too late for them to pursue other options, which are few and far 
between. 

Additionally, there are projects that were begun last year on which work was expected to continue 
this year but which now remain unfinished. The work <lone thus far will have been wasted i f it is 
not followed through this year to its completion. 

I appreciate your assistance on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

~-p./Y\~ 
C P. MURTHA 

mber of Congress 
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COMMITTEE O ,,(~ ,, t.O SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE. 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

tlnitcd ~totes ~cnetc 

Mr. Vince Ancell 
Director 
Department of Agriculture 

November 4, 1996 

Office of Congressional Relations 
ADMBG, Room 213-A 
Washington , D.C. 20250-0001 

Dear Mr. Ancell : 

241 R U SSEL[ S~ N A TE OFF IC E 8 UILOING 

WA SHINGTON, DC 20510- 0303 
(12021 0 4-2235 
v · LV 

1839 SOUTH ALMA SCHOOL ROAO 
SUITE 375 

.. MESA, .AZ~i210 
1602) 491 - 4300 

2400 EAST AR IZONA 
Bil TM O RE C IRCLE 

5UITE1150 
PHOENI X, AZ 85016 

1602) 952 - 2410 

450 WEST PASEO REOONOO 
SUITE 200 

TUCSON , AZ 85701 
(5201 670- 6334 

TELEPHONE FOR HEARING IMPAIRED 

(2021 224-7132 

16021 952 - 0170 

I wish to bring to your attention a matter concerning my 
constituent, Helen Crofford, who has expressed her concerns 
regarding potential changes to Department of Agriculture 
/Americorps partnerships . 

Please investigate, in accordance with existing rules, 
regulations, and ethical guidelines, the statements made in the 
enclosed letter and return the response to me at the following 
address : 

Attn : Kevin Adam 
Office of Senator John McCain 
1839 S. Alma School Rd. 
Suite 375 
Mesa , AZ 85210 

The response you provide will be greatly appreciated and 
will be forwarded to my constituent. If you should have any 
questions , please contact my office at (602) 491-4300. I look 
forward to your reply at your earliest convenience. 

JM/zka 
Enclosure 

John McCain 
United States Senator 

PR INTED ON AECVCLEO PA PEA 



Phil Grnmm 
Texas 

Date: )O~t:../; 

lllnitcu §Jtutcn §Jcnutc 

MEMORANDUM 

Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
14th & Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

My constituent has sent me the enclosed 
communication, and I would appreciate a 
response which addresses his/her concerns. 

Please send your response, together with 
the constituent's correspondence, to me 
at the following address: 

Office of Senator Phil Gramm 
2323 Bryan Street, #1500 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Attention: Brett Brewer 
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CITY OF GONZALES 
~ SHRINE OF A. GREAT TEXAS HERITAGE 

DATE: September 30, 1996 

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING PAGE(S} TO: 

NAME: Senator Phil Gramm 

FIRM: u. S . Senate 

Number 
Cal.ling 202-228-2856 

14:32 No.006 P.01 

FROM: CITY OF GONZAL~S - Economic Development 

WE ARE TRANSMITTING 4 PAGE{S) INCLUDING COVER PAGE 

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL OF THE PAGE(S) INDICATED, 
PLEASE CALL~--------- - AT (210) 672-2815. 

Sandra F. Mauldin 

THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING SENT FROM FACSIMILE 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (210) 672-2813. 

P.O. Drawer 547 • 820 St. Joseph Street • Gonzales. Texas 18829 • Ptlonu: (210) 672•2B15 Fax: (21 0) 672-2813 
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National Servic~ Program Funded through 1998 
AmeriCorps and Learn and Serve receive level funding 

AmeriCorps Looking for a Few Great Citizens 

September 27, 1996 

W ASHINOTON -- With overwhelming margins, Congress passed on Tuesday and the President signed 
today the appropriations bill that funds AmeriCorps -- the new "domestic Peace Corps" -- through 1998. 

The VA-HUD-Independent Agencies appropriations bill for fiscal year 1997 funds the AmeriCorps 
Class of 1998 (which begins their service year in autumn 1997) at the same level ($402.5 million) as this 
current year, enga$ing 25,000 citizens in community service. The biJl also level-funds Learn & Serve 
America -- the nation's student service initiative -- at $43 million. 

"ArneriCorps lives," says Harris Wofford, Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation for National 
Service. "With both sides of the aisle agreeing that the era of big government is over, America is calling 
for an era of great citizens. 

"This vote of confidence and resources by the Congress will allow AmeriCorps a fourth year to prove 
itself as a nonpartisan, cost-effective way to engage citizens in community problem-solving," Wofford 
says. 

AMERICORPS RECRUITING NOW 

Meanwhile, AmeriCorps has law1ched a concerted drive to recruit thousElllds of men and women to 
apply for the Class of 1997, which officially kicks-off a year of service on October 25, 1996. 

AmeriCorps offers citizens age 18 and older opportunities to engage in full-time, results-driven service 
while earning help to pay for education. 

"As an AmeriCorps member, you can serve for one or two years with one of hundreds oflocal 
non-profits and national organizations throughout the cow1try," says Wofford. You will receive a modest 
weekly living allowance and earn an education voucher of $4,725 at year's end, which may be used for 
college tuition, continued education or training, or to re-pay student loans. 

"Be an AmeriCorps hero and help your country meet its toughest challenges. National Service presents a 
unique opportunity and challen~e to highly motivated individuals of all ages and backgrounds to make a 
real difference in our communities," says Wofford. 

Citizens seeking an opportunity to serve in AmeriCorps are encouraged to APPLY NOW. 

For more information, call 1-800-942-2677, or use the links below. 

You can link from this page to more information about AmeriCorps. Learn nnd Serve America and 
National Senior Service Corps. or you can go back to the CNS hom\a2a.2e. 
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ARL.EN SPEcnR 
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a¥111ITTEE5: 
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September 19, 1996 

The Honorable Chri topher S. Bond 

Cbainnan ~ 
Subcommittee on V . HUD and Independent Agencie!i 
Committee on App prilltions 
United States Senat 
Washington., DC 20~ I 0 

I 
I 

Dear Kit: ! 

INTEUJGENCE 
JU0,ClaflY 

-.Pl'l'IOPRLATIONS 
Vt:teR.-.NS' AFFAIRS 

I 
It has just be~n brought to my attention that a funding issl.le has arisen t.;Onceming the role 

of the L1nited States pepartmcnt of Agriculture in various AmeriCorps projects. 
i 

[ am advised ~hat an AmeriCorps program in Fayette County, Pennsylvania has six 
students who are p~ed to commence work to rehabilitate housing and lo mitigate pollution, 
which is vital to eco!tomic development in that region. I would appreciate your help to see that 
all necessary steps a~ taken to allow these si,c: AmeriCorps students to commence: work. 

. I 
I understand you recently met with Secretary Glickman on the broad issue of the United 

States Department ot Agriculture involvement in .AmeriCorps. I am hopeful that this matter wiJJ 
be: resolved i=Jrcmptly; so the Fayette County work of AmeriCorps personnel can proceed. 

I 

As always, I *ppc,:ciate your assistance on this matter and wish to thank you for your 
peraonal consideration. • 

I . 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

i 
I 
I 

I 

l 

~ 
Arlen Specter 

TOTAL P . 01 
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Senator Charles E. Grassley 
U.S. Senate 
135 Hart 
Wasbmgton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Grassley: 

October 8, 1996 

I am writing to urge that you make every effort to reach an agreemE;~t with 
Department of Agriculture officials so that several every successful AmeriCQipS 
programs operating in my District can continue in Fiscal 1997. 

Over this past year, a program, involving 10-12 young people, estapli~c::.d 
and ran a very successful food program in Fayette County that included gl~AAing 
and community gardening projects, as well as an educational component tlmt 
taught needy residents about effective nutrition. Another Fayette County prQgram, 
overseen by USDA's Rural Development Agency, utilized five yonng adult:$ who 
helped low-income citizens file for home loans, worked on designing the N~«mal 
Road Visitors ' Center, and organized and assisted in running clean-up prqj~ijts of 
junk yards and trails near the National Road. -

Local officials involved with both of these efforts have repeatedly Pf~~ 
the Corps volunteers and spoken highly of the quality of their work. They M~ 
deeply interested in ensuring they can count on both of these projects provicJj.rig 
assist.ance in the coming months. As a result, I would implore you to work QUf the 
needed understanding with Department of Agriculture officials that will allpw the 
Department to continue to play a role in such important AmeriCorps progr~. 

Greene Co, Ok. Bldg. 
93 !:, High 3r. Rm. 303 
Waynesburg. PA 15370 
1412) B52- 2182 

117 East Penn Street 
Unionrown, PA 16401 
(412) 4a7-5078 

DISTRICT OFFl~S 

(800) 213--6570 

96 North Mein Slreet 
Wuhing1on, PA 15301 
(412) 228-4326 

3093 Waahing1on Pike 
Brid'1evilh1. PA 16017 
(412) 22~90<!6 
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I want to thank for your time and attention and your assistance in .r~QlVUlg 
this problem which directly impacts many·citizens of my District. 

Very truly yours, 

'--'!!Ill.!~,,.--..~ ~c ..• ,:._,.,_ 
Frank Mascara -~ ·- ~• 
Member of Congress 

FM:bml 
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INFRASTit~ COMMrrTeE 
1531 LONGWO."lnl HOUSE OmcE BUllDll'llll 

WASHINGTON , 0C 20515 
(202) 22~65 eJ:ongress of t1Jt Wntteb ~tatr1 

Jlowtt of l\epresentatibtl' 
&la.sbington. ac 20515-3820 

The Honorable Jerry Lewis 
Chairman 

October 8, 1996 

House Appropriations Committee 
Sub. VA HUD & INDEP_ Agencies 
H-143 U_S. Capitol 
Washington, D_C. 20515-6022 

• Dear Chairman Lewis: 

s~-.T~<~ ~T.ni- • 
~ ~ 

"""~~NT 

VETERAN!:5' N'F.Atfl~ P'MMITTEE 
EOUC4TiqN. lj~INll. ~ 

~~9!f!ICI 

I am writing to urge that you make every effort to reach an agreemen.t wil:b 
Department of Agriculture officials so that several every successful AmeriGmps 
programs operating in my District can continue in Fiscal 1997. 

Over-this past year, a program, involving I 0-12 young people, estabU$b~ci 
and ran a very successful food program in Fayette County that included gl~g 
and community gardening projects, as well as an educational component tAAt • 
taught needy residents about effective nutrition. Another Fayette County PfQgram, 
overseen by USDA' s Rural Development Agency, utilized :five young adult!t who 
helped low-income citizens file for home loans, worked on designing the NJti,pnal 
Road Visitors' Center, and organized and assisted in running clean-up proj~f.s. of 
junk yards and trails near the National Road. 

Local officials involved with both of these efforts have repeatedly pn.ti~~d 
the Corps volunteers and spoken highly of the quality of their work. They ar~ 
deeply interested in ensuring they can count on both of these projects provi4iiig 
assistance in the coming months. As a result, I would implore you to work oµt th~ 
needed understanding with Department of Agriculture officials that will allow the 
Department to continue to play a role in such important AmeriCorps progr~~-

GrsBM Cc. O(c, Bldg. 
93 E. High Sr. Rm. 303 
Waynesburg. PA 15370 
(412) 852- ~1&2 

11.7 l<ast Penn Street 
Uniontown. PA 154Q1 
(4121 437-5078 

bJS'rfll'°' OFFICES 

(800) 21a-667D 

96 Nc;,r'th Maln S<reet 
Washington. PA 15301 
(412)228-4326 

3093 Washington Pllte 
Bridgeville. PA 15017 
14WWHl046 
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I want to thank for your time and attention and your assistance in r~~lving 
this problem which directly impacts many ·citizens of my District 

Very truly yours, 

..... ~ ~ ...... .... _.:~. ~~---
r Mascara ··-=-

Member of Congress 

FM:bml 
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October 18, 1996 

The Honorable Senator Bond 
Chairman 

TO 972046 14 

Senate Appropriations Suhcommittee on VA, HUD and Independent Agencies 
Wa .. hington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Kit, 

P . 02/ 03 

I am writing to follow up on our conversation during conference on the Appropriations bill for 
the VA, HUD and Independent Agencies Appropriations bill regarding USDA sponsored Arner­
Corps programs. 

J\s l outlined in my letter to you in April, T hope that you can provide the clarification that is 
needed for the Rural Development Team and Public Lands and Environment Teams sponsored 
by USDA to continue to operate their AmeriCorps programs in Vennont. These programs have 
brought volunteer efforts to every corner of rural Vermont--- areas difficult to reach through 
traditional volunteer or nonprofit organizations. 

The Rural Fire Protection Task Force is a good example of the benefits these volunteer efforts 
can bring. With the assistance of the AmeriCorps Fire Technical Team, Vermont's Rural Fire 
Protection Task Force was ahle to install 44 dry fire hydrants, lowering insurance rates by about 
$76 per year for 1,600 home owners living in rural areas of lhe state. That translates inlo over $7 
of savings for every $1 spent on the program. 

The uncertainty about providing National Service "education only" awards to volunteers 
participating in USDA sponsored programs like the Rural Fire Protection Task Force, has already 
disrupted these important volunteer efforts. Around 1,000 prospective volunteers remain in 
limbo every day until 1.his clarification is made. 

To be clear, the Corporation for National Service interprets current law as allowing the 
Corporation "to enter into agreements with federal agencies to support nati<)nal service programs, 
with the understanding that such agreements need notfoclude the transfer of funds. " Providing 
education awards for USDA sponsored programs would result in no funds being transferred to 
any federal agency-- those awards, like all National Service education awards would be set-aside 
on behalf of individual participants in the program. The Department of Agriculture would fund 
all necessary costs for operating these programs and paying volunteer stipends. 
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October 18, 1996 
The Honorable Kit Bond 
Page 2 

TO 97204614 P . 03/03 

The ArneriCorps programs sponsored by USDA in Vermont have provided valuable assistance to 
countless rural residents. I hope that you wil I be able to provide the clarification that is needed to 
maintain the success of these programs as soon as possible. l have enclosed a copy of my earl ier 
letter for your information. 

Sincerely, 

PATRICK LEAHY 
United States Senator 

P.TL/adr 

Enclosure 

** TOTAL PAGE. 03 ** 
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The Buffalo News/Thursday, September 19, • 1996 

Pordum faults Quinn on AmeriCorps 
Challenger points to congressman's vote for 72% cut in program he now praises 

By JERRY ZREMSKI 
News WMhln,ton BUl'fOII 

WASHINGTON - Assembly­
man Francia J. Pordum, the Dem• 
ocratic challenger to Republican 
Rep. Jack F. Quinn, Is accusing 
his opponent of voting last year to 
cut a Clinton administration volun­
teer pro&J"8ffl that he is now prais-
ina, . 

But Quinn said that more re­
cently, he voted to save Amerl­
Cores, President Clinton's national 
servu:e. program. 

Pordum said Wednesday that In 
March 1995, Quinn voted for a 

bill that would have trimmed $17.3 
billion from the federal budget. 
That bill, which wu never 1l111ed 
into law, included a $416 million, 
or 72 percent, cut in AmeriCorpa. 

QulM announced Tuesday that 
the AmeriCorps program will pro­
vide 10 volunteer guides in down­
town Buffalo by the end of the 
year. 

Pordum, from Hamburg, as is 
Quinn, said it was hypocritical for 
the congrcuman to praise Ameri­
Corps now in the wake of his bud­
get vote. 

"His vote last year shows where 
his real true sentiment is," Pordum 
said. "Now, he's running for re--

election and reworking Ills record." 
Quinn has frequently voted ·ior 

cuts he has disagreed with In 
broad-brush budaet bills and then 
has tried to save his favored . pro­
arams later. 

He said the AmerlCorps pro­
gram is just another example of 
those efforts. This year, he. was 
one of SO Republicans who vo1ed 
to save AmeriCorps, and he wrote 
a letter to the Senate aupportid& 
the program. . 

"I seldom like all of what's In 
any bill," Quinn said. "When it's 
done, we go back • and try to fix 
It." 
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INFRASTft~(tl: <:o-ffTE~ 
SUIIF~ ~~-,_, 1531 LoNGWCRTH Hcuse OFFICE Bu,~OINQ 

WASHINGTON , DC ~0615 
(202) 22!>-4866 Qtongrtss of tbt Wnitrb &>tatt5' 

A}oust ot l\rpr~mtatibtS 
l&ut}ington. ~(: 20515-3820 · 

,.;.aE~~~NT 
- ~ · ·· ·· 

VETERANS'~~$ C()MMITTEE 
EOUCATIO!ol, ~~1111~, E~WT 

.. !,IOo.$111• 

October 8, 1996 

The Honorable Christopher S. Bond 
Chairman 
Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on VA> HUD, and 

Independent Agencies 
SD-131 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6032 

Dear Senator Bond: 

I am writing to urge that you make every effort to reach an agreeni~~l with 
Department of Agriculture officials so that several every successful AmeriCmps · 
programs operating in my District can continue in Fiscal 1997. -

Over this past year, a program, involving 10-12 young people, estaQlj~q 
and ran a very successful food program in Fayette Co\lllty that included gl~@P}g 
and community gardening projects, as well as an educational component tb~ 
taught needy residents about effective nutrition. Another Fayette Gounty PH)grnm, 
overseen by USDA's Rural Development Agency, utilized five young adults who 
helped low-income citizens file for home loans, worked on designing the :Nijtional 
Road Visitors' Center, and organized and assisted in running clean-up prqj~qts of 
junk yards and trails near the National Road. 

Local officials involved with both of these efforts ·have repeatedly im.u~d 
the Corps volunteers and spoken highly of the quality of their work. They ~~ 
deeply interested in ensuring they can count on both of these projects prQvjgin,g 
assistance in the coming months. As a result, I would implore you to war\ oµt the 
needed understanding with Department of Agriculture officials that will ~h.)W the 
Department to continue to play a role in such important AmeriCorps programs .. 

<;r~ne Co_ Ofe. !l ld11. 
93 E. High St. Rm. 303 
W~ynesbur9. PA 15370 
(41 21 852-21 82 

-47 E1151 Pr.nn S1reet 
UnlomO'fWn, PA 15401 
(412) 437--5078 

DISTRICT OFFIC~S 

1800) 213-6570 

9G No11h Main Stre,:,1 
Wasllingto", PA 15301 
(.! 12) 22'8-4326 

3098 wa,hlngton Pike 
Srlelgeville, PA 16017 
(1112) 220-9046 

( 

f;'i:':r~~t·:=II0,03 
Cnarteral, PA Ui022 
l4fai~1e ·· 
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• 

I want to thank for your time and attention and your assistance in r(i.isplving 
this problem which directly impacts many citizens of my District. 

Very truly yours, 

"'-!!!1Jlll~r tr...-••-'~ C••--'--
Frank Mascara • •• • ·• 
Member of Congress 

FM:bml 
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JOHN P. MURTHA COMMITTEE. 

12TW 01:.r"\CT, Pl!HH8YlYAHIA 

CongTtSS of tbt 1Inittb 6tatrs 
•ouse of Bepresrntatibts 

aanbington. 31BC 20515-3812 
November 21, 1996 

Senator Christopher S. Bond 
U.S. Senate 
293 Russell Building 
Washin,gton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Bond: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

I'm writing to you out of concern over the potentiaJ loss of some USDA Americorps projects in 
southwe:stern Pennsylvania that have been very successful in contnouting lo the area's economic 
development. I understand SenaLor Specter has also written to you previously about the USDA 
Amc:ricorps team in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, where the unemployment rate is over 10% and 
over 20¾ of residents live below the poverty level. Fayette County is part of the Congressional 
district I represent. 

I know you've had some concerns over the USDA's funding of these projects. However, I ask you 
to reconsider allowing the USDA to fund its Americorps projects for the coming year. It is my 
understanding that the USDA and the Corporation for National Service are offering to make this the 
last year in which the USDA will administer the programs and that they will use this year to 
transition to a direct. non-profit funding mechanism for those programs. 

We're down to the wire in terms of being able to get this year's projects under way. Soon there won't 
be enough time left for the students to complete the number of hours of service to fulfill the 
requirements of the program. In an area with such high unemployment and poverty levels, the 
progrrun has given invaluable opportunity to these kids. Th~y'vc been waiting for their jobs to start 
and will be left hanging-- it will be too late for them to pursue other options, which are few and far 
between. 

Additiona11y, there are projects that were begun last year on which work was expected to continue 
this year but which now remain unfinished . The work done thus far will have been wasted if it is 
not followed through this year to its completion. 

I appreciate your assistance on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

~-p./Y\~ 
( P.MURTHA 

mber of Congress 



UNITED 
STATES 
DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE 

To: Bill Hanigan, Office of Senator Grassley 

From: Joel Berg, Director of National Service, USDA ~ ~ 

USDA and the Corporation for National Service (CNS) continue to search 
for a compromise that would meet Senator Grassley's goal of ending direct 
Federal agency management of AmeriCorps projects, but would allow USDA to 
continue to provide technical assistance and funding to locally-based 
organizations that sponsor AmeriCorps projects. 

We would like to clarify three points raised in Senator Grassley ' s 
September 25 , 1996 letter to Harris Wofford: 

1) Neither USDA nor CNS have sought to have AmeriCorps Members work "at 
USDA" - our AmeriCorps Members work directly in each community or directly 
on public lands. AmeriCorps Members funded by USDA typically work in 
partnership with independent sector organizations, religious groups, soil 
conservation districts, community development organizations, etc. These 
organizations --- usually in rural areas --- would not be able to provide 
critical services without the help of both AmeriCorps and USDA. 

2) In our first year of operation, the total Federal spending (from both USDA and 
CNS) on the USDA AmeriCorps program --- including tools, equipment, 
supplies, staff support, and educational awards and stipends for the AmeriCorps 
members --- was $29.311 million. Thus, the total Federal cost per AmeriCorps 
Member was $24,426. Given that the 1,2000 AmeriCorps Members in the 
program recruited 14,176 non-compensated volunteers, the total Federal cost 
per citizen engaged in service was only $1,906. 



Moreover, given that the service provided by the program helped 828,000 
people and aided 234,000 acres of land, the Federal government spent only 
$17 per person aided and only $62 per acre helped. 

In addition, USDA and partner organizations have calculated that the service 
provided by USDA AmeriCorps projects is far more valuable the amount of tax 
dollars spent on the program. For instance, USDA AmeriCorps "dry fire hydrant 
projects" will save rural homeowners an estimated $48 million in one year in 
reduced insurance payments. Given that the total Federal cost for these fire 
protection projects was $1.7 million, the projects will return an astounding 
$27 to rural homeowners in one year for every one dollar spent on the 
program by the Federal government. 

2 

Furthermore, while Federal agencies such as {!SDA have not been legally required 
to supplement Federal funding with non-Federal funding, in the first two years of 
the USDA program many, state and local agencies, as well as private sources, 
chose independently to provide additional matching funds to USDA AmeriCorps 
projects. The General Accounting Office found that, in their first year of 
operation, USDA AmeriCorps projects obtained $979,355 in state and local 
funding and $740,250 from non-governmental private sources, equaling $1.7 
million in non-Federal matching funds. These matching funds not only reduced 
the burden on Federal taxpayers, but testified to the strong grassroots local and 
private sector support for USDA AmeriCorps projects. 

3) The Committee on Appropriations Subcommittees on Agriculture in both 
Houses of Congress have been informed about USDA spending on AmeriCorps in 
the previous two fiscal years and have never raised any objection to such 
spending. We therefore do not believe it is accurate to believe that the committee 
opposes USDA continuing to use the Department's own, already-appropriated, 
funds to support AmeriCorps projects that provide critical services to citizens. 

As you may be aware, in addition to year-long AmeriCorps rural 
development projects, USDA sponsored a highly successful summer AmeriCorps 
program this year focused on recovering excess food that normally would be 
discarded and distributing that food to citizens in need. 
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For your information, enclosed is a report detailing the achievements of this 
special summer program, including the project in Iowa. 

This "Summer of Gleaning" program worked in partnership with 
hundreds of locally based anti-hunger groups, youth service corps, church 
groups, farm organizations, food banks, and food recovery organizations --­
most of which are in under-served rural areas. 

The AmeriCorps members in this summer program helped recover over 
1,005 tons of food, which provided an estimated 1.34 million meals. The non­
profit organizations who served as partners of this program would NOT have 
been able to recover this food without the help of AmeriCorps and USDA. 

Given that the total Federal dollars spent on this summer program --­
including collection, transportation, and storage of food, and stipends and 
educational awards for the AmeriCorps members --- was $430,000, the total 
Federal cost per meal provided was approximately 43 cents each. 

Furthermore, the program was based on the "volunteer generator model" of 
community service in which a handful of compensated AmeriCorps members 
recruit numerous non-compensated volunteers to help implement large-scale tasks. 
The 88 AmeriCorps members in the summer program recruited well over 
500 non-compensated community volunteers who helped pick, sort, deliver, 
and prepare the recovered foods. 

We hope that Senator Grassley will consider these achievements as both 
USDA and the Corporation for National Service continue to work with your office 
to suggest mutually agreeable ways in which USDA can aid such projects in the 
future . 

I hope we can continue to discuss these and other issues regarding our 
program. In the meantime, please call me at 720-5746 with any questions. 



WASHINGTON, DC 

November 7, 1996 

Mr. Vince Ancell 
Director, Office of Congressional Relations 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Room 213A, ADMBG 
Washington, D. C. 20250 

Dear Mr. Ancell: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I have received from 
constituents of mine regarding delays in funding for EnviroCorps, 
a USDA/AmeriCorps program that works with local sponsors on 
environmental education and enhancement in the Portland (Oregon) 
area . 

As you will note, Messrs. Cannon and Dallaire report that 
EnviroCorps is currently waiting to start its third year but 
cannot do so until a consensus is reached between the USDA and 
Senators Bond and Grassley and funds are released. 

Because of my interest in this matter, I would encourage the 
Department in doing whatever is possible to bring this matter to 
a satisfactory conclusion. 

With best regards. 

Sincerely, 

tfield 
tes Senator 

MOH/aw 



Senator Mark Hatfield 
121 SW Salmon St. Suite 1420 
Portland, OR. 97204 

October 24, 1996 

Dear Senator Hatfield: 

LaMarr Cannon 
Jeff Dallaire 

1315 SE Pine St. 
Portland, OR. 97214 

We are writing to you to express our concern over the delay of funding for EnviroCorps. 
EnviroCorps is a USDA/Ame • rps program that works with local sponsors on environmental 
education and ehhancemen tn the Portland area. 

In the last year alone, this twenty-member team improved 23 acres of wetland, planted 3,367 
trees and shrubs, recruited 1,795 volunteers, led 1,159 students on service learning projects, 
canvassed 10,326 homes in Portland to disconnect their downspouts to reduce.sewage 
overflow and filled 2,000 sandbags during the February floods to;protect buildings and the 
sewage treatment facility. --.___/ 

EnviroCorps works with local partners such as Metro Regional Government, the East 
Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Portland State University, the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, the City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services, the 
Environmental Middle School, Portland Opportunities Industrialization Center, Friends of Trees, 
Friends of Smith and Bybee, local business owners and others. 

The reason for the funding delay Is complicated but stems from concerns that the USDA 
cannot effectively run AmeriCorps programs. The USDA is currently seeking to reach a 
consensus with Senators Christopher Bond (MO) and Charles Grassley (IA), to allow USDA to 
continue to provide technical assistance, funding, and administrative support services to 
AmeriCorps programs. Program funds have already been set aside, no additional funds are 
nece11ary and projecb and work done by EnvlroCorpa are chosen by the team and Its local 
partners, not by the USDA. 

EnviroCorps Is currenUy waiting to start its third year but cannot do so until consensus is 
reached. The delay in funding has already caused several qualified candidates to seek 
employment elsewhere and left EnviroCorps unable to provide support and assistance to its 
local partners. Further delays may jeopardize the future of EnviroCorps. Arwthing that your 
office can do to help bring about this consensus would be greatly appreciated by the 
community that benefits from their spirit _of volunteerism. 

Thank you. 

I ,)r, . . ,~ - ­
Jl.,1. r--' \ fi./V'-

\./ 
LaMarr Cannon 



JiJHN McCAIN 
ARIZONA 

COMMITTEE O,~ .:.RMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. SCIENCE, 
AND 1:RANSPORTATION 

COMM.' TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ilnitcd ~totes ~cnatc 

Mr . Vi nce Ancell 
Director 
Department of Agriculture 

November 4 , 1996 

Office of Congressional Relations 
AD.MEG, Room 213 - A 
Washington, D.C. 20250 - 0001 

Dear Mr. Ancell: 

2 4 1 RUSSEL( Si:NATE OFFICE 8UILOIN G 

WASHING TON , DC 20510- 0303 
(l20r? 0 4-2235 
v · '- U 

1839 SOUTH ALMA S CHOOL AOAO 

SUITE 37 5 
.. . MUA. A Z.ai 210 

16021 491-4300 

2400 EAST ARIZONA 

B ILTMORE CIRCLE 

SUITE 1150 
PHOEN I X , AZ 85016 

16021 952-2410 

450 WEST PASEO AEOONOO 

SUITE 200 
TUCSON , AZ 85701 

15201 670-6334 

TELEPHONE FOR HEARING IMPAIRED 

(2021 224-7132 
160 21 952-0 170 

I wish to bring to your attention a matter concerning my 
constituent, Helen Crofford, who has expressed her concerns 
regarding potential changes to Department of Agriculture 
/Americorps partnerships. 

Please investigate , in accordance with existing rules, 
regulations, and ethical guidelines, the statements made in the 
enclosed letter and return the response to me at the following 
address: 

Attn: Kevin Adam 
Office of Senator John McCain 
1839 S. Alma School Rd. 
Suite 375 
Mesa, AZ 85210 

The response you provide will be greatly appreciated and 
wi l l be f o r warded to my constituent. If you should have any 
questions , please contact my office at (602) 491-4300. I look 
forward to your reply at your earliest convenience. 

JM/zka 
Enclosure 

John McCain 
United States Senator 

PAINTED ON RECYCL ED PAPER 



Navajo County Natural Resource Conservation District 
51 W. Vista • Holbrook, AZ. 86025 • Phone (520) 524-2652 

October 29. 1996 

Honorable John McCain 
United States Senator 
1839 S Alma School Rd Ste 375 
Mesa AZ 85210 

Dear Honorable John McCain: 

The Navajo County Natural Resource Conservation District Board would like you to 
consider, and hopefully support us on the following issue. 

For the last two years, USDA, through the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) has utilized the services of various individuals serving as Americorps Members in 
Navaj0 County. These folks have furthered the cause of resource conservation withJocal 
individeals and groups by serving in roles that NRCS has never employed, except as 
volunteers (and as such, with very limited success). 

Americorps workers under USDA-NRCS have established the need for a continuing 
demonstration of sustainable agriculture in this remote part of rural Arizona. Our 
Demonstration Farm has a capable farm manager available at this time that will continue 
the work of the last two years: over 350 people visited the Farm in 1996 alone, and the 
Farm newsletter "As it Grows" is currently mailed to over 300 people. Numerous 
classes from local schools and tours from the surrounding area (including the Navajo 
Nation) get first-hand experience here on what goes into the pr(?duction of the nation's 
food . 

Our new designated farm manager cannot begin work because it is our understanding that 
. Senator Bond and Senator Grasley do not feel that the Americorps program warrants 
participation by USDA. Be assured that the Americorps program is serving the concerns 
of rural Arizona. We ask for your support in continuing the USDA-Americorps 
partnership in Navajo County. 

Sincerely, 

gt.~~!._... e~l ~-- ·1 1/' 
_,,A .. _/',,-_;- ~-~ ~ 

- /" ,· 7.../ 
Helen Crofford ,. 
Chairperson, Navajo County NRCD 

CONSERVATION · DEVELOPMENT· SELF-GOVERNMENT 
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CHRISTOF'HEA S. BOND 
:Vii3SUURI 

APPROPRIATIONS 
EIANl<ING, HOU!,ING ANO 

URBAN AFFAIRS 
SM ALL BUSINliSS 

BUDGET 
ENVlflONMENT AND 

PUBLJCWORkS 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 

WASHINGTON. DC 2051~2503 

October 23, 1996 

433 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Pat: 

TO 97204614 

After reviewing your proposal to allow the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) to use its own appropriated funds to support AmeriCorps projects, I fear that 
th is approach is contrary to the objectives we have pursued to r~form AmeriCorps to 
generate support of funding for AmeriCorps. 

I understand your objective and agree the USDA AmeriCorps programs are 
beneficial and serve the community well. Be assured that when Congress convenes in 
January, I will work with Members to ascertain new ways of funding these programs. 

I look forward to working with you during the 105th Congress. If you or your staff 
have any questions, please contact Shawn Gilleylen of my staff at 4-5721 . 

ris opher s"fd 

** TOTAL PRGE.02 ** 





UNITED 
STATES 
DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE 

To: Brett Brewer 
Office of Senator Gramm 

From: Joel Berg, Director of National Service, USDA 

5_p.ages, including this cover 

As we discussed, USDA has sponsored extremely successful 
AmeriCorps projects in Texas focused on protecting 
Galveston Bay and helping the economic and social 
development of rural communities such as Gonzales. 

Ironically, even as Congress has reached bipartisan 
agreement to continue the overall AmeriCorps program, all 
USDA AmeriCorps projects are in immediate jeopardy 
unless we can reach a compromise with Senators Grassley 
and Bond to allow USDA to continue to provide assistance to 
local AmeriCorps projects. (See attached fact sheet.) 

Please call me at 202-720-5746 with any questions. 
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June 7, 1996 

CORPORATION 

T!1e Honorable Jerry Lewis 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs, HUD, and Independent Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
H-143 Capitol Building 

Washington, D/t:5. 
Dear Mr.~an; 

FOR NATIONAL 

rJsERVICE 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Appropriations Committee, 
Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs, HUD, and Independent Agencies, on May 2. I 
appreciate your continued support for national service and look forward to working 
closely with you to keep national service on a firm, non-partisan basis. 

As I indicated in my testimony, the Corporation will no longer award grants to 
federal agencies to support ArneriCorps programs. However, I am currently exploring 
one approach to ensuring the availability of programs to respond to the needs of 
underserved areas. 

The Department of Agriculture currently supports a number of very effective 
service programs in more than 40 states, using funds already appropriated to it. Many of 
these programs have been designated as AmeriCorps programs, even though the 
Corporation contributes only minimal support to them. In many places, panicularly rural 
areas and national forest land, these programs represent the only AmeriCorps presence. It 
would be extremely helpful to the Corporation if the USDA is able to use. funds from its 
current appropriations to support AmeriCorps projects designed to meet important needs 
of these areas. To be clear. the Corporation would ensure that none of our funds are used 
to supplement USDA efforts, though AmeriCorps Members successfully completing such 
projects will still be eligible to receive the educational benefit directly from the National 
Service Trust Fund. 

We are developing our strategy to expand the "Education Award Only" 
component of ArneriCorps to expand the number of service opportunities and hold down 
our costs. Being able to offer education awards to young people serving in USDA 
projects would certainly help them recruit the highest quality participants. 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 

12n1 N, .. York AVMU<', t,/V/ 

• Washinston. DC 20.125 
Td•pha,.. 202-606-SCU> 

Cculng Thlap Done , 
AmcriCotJ>1, N11ional Service 
uam lllld s,,,c America 
Na1ional Senior Scrvtcc Corp, 
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I would be grateful for your thoughts as we begin to develop and implement this 
strategy. Again, I appreciated the opportunity to appear before your Subcommittee, and 
look forward to working with you to strengthen ArneriCorps and ensure that the 
Corporation for National Service is capably carrying out its mission. 

pHOTOCOFY 
PRESERVATION 

Sin~ 

Hams Wofford 
Chief Executive Officer 

PAGE:03 



October 4, 1996 

STATE OF KANSAS 

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE & PARKS 

'\ 
O~r-tioru D!fii:z 

SU S'E 25th Avenue 
Pn.tt. AS 67~174 

316/672-5911 FAX 316/672-602D 

Tb:;: Honorable Chrisrophe:r Bond 
U.S. Senate 

Tbt: Honore.a::; krry Lewis 
; U.S . House of R~pr~sentarives 

Wasningrnn. DC 20515 

Th:: Honor.1ble Charles G:-..:.Ssley 
U.S. Senate 
Washingcon. DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Bond: 

I appreciate the efforts of yourself, Senaror Grassley, and Congressman Lewis to examine the 
relationship between USDA and the Corporation for National Service regarding the AmeriCorps 
program. At this time in America, it is critical tha! government operate ethically and above 
board. without the inren~ act or perception of wrongdoing. 

However, as I am certain you will find. the relationship between USDA. CNS and the 
AmcriCorps projects adminisr.ered al the state level is reasonable and desirable. This partnership 
allows rural Americans to perform needed communiry services for an honest wage and broaden 
their potentials for the future in the precess. 'When these AmeriCorps members have completed 
their educations, they will be ready to take their places as productive members of society. with 
not only the classwork behmd them.. but also tile c,tpcrience earned in the successful completion 
of their AmeriCorps projecrs. 

Without the assistance of the USDA and CNS. rhe Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 
would ·not be able to bin: tbese young people, lacking the funding to do so. The department can, 
however, provide raw male.rials, tools and supervision. Important projects UI1derway now, and 
others th.at might be completed in the funm:, would die without being completed. Rural 
communities would lose the employrnenr options provided by Am.eriCorps, the public would lose 
the benefits provided to t:he oarural resoUrt:es and outdoor recreation projects, and the·individuals 
who would have been selected as members would lose valuable opporrunities. The language 
proposed by USDA corrclares to previous agreements, and fully suppons the principles under 
which AmeriCorps was conceived. while ending the transfer of operating funds from CNS to 
USDA. 

No additional funding is needed to support the AmeriCorps program. and the positive impact it 
makes is tremendous. I hope that you will find thar you an! able to fully support: conrinuation of 
AmeriCorps as a viable program imponam to the American people. 

Sincerely, 

-----
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October 4, 1996 

The Honorahle Larry E. Craig 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Craig: 

The Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts (IASCD), representing the 51 
local Conservation Districts in Idaho needs your help in allowing the USDA to 
continue to aid grass-roots groups sponsoring AmeriCorps projects. As we understand 
the current situation, the USDA and Corporation for National and Community Servile 
(CNS) do NOT need any additional funds, nor do they need Congress to take any 
formal legislative action. 

The USDA and CNS simply need to reach an informal consensus with key members of 
Congress (Senator Christopher Bond; Senator Charles Grassley; and Congressman 
Jerry Lewis) on this issue. The issue of allowing the USDA to participate in the 
AmeriCorps program for FY 1997 needs to be Tesolved now. We are already behind in 
implementing this years program and recruiting new ArneriCorps memhers. 

The IASCD sponsors the Homestead Assessment System (Home* A *Syst) project, a 
wellhead/ environmental protection program, because of its tremendous value as a 
mechanism for community outreach teaching voluntary protection of drinking wate r. 
Last year we partnered directly with the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) to have 15 AmeriCorps members deliver the Home* A *Syst program 
to rural and urban communities state-wide. This is a community service that otherwise 
would not he provided As a result of this program, this past year some 158,593 Idaho 
citizens have been exposed to and made aware of the Home* A *Syst program and 
I ,332 citizens have participated by completing voluntary assessments. 

The JASCD is asking that you request Senator Bond, Senator Grassley, and 
Congressman Lewis to reach an informal consensus that would allow CNS to enter jnto 
a non-monetary cooperative agreement with the USDA. This non-monetary 
cooperative agreement will allow the Department to provide technical assistance, 
funding, administrative support services and other assistance to national service 
programs sponsored by non-profit organizations, state. local, and tribal governments, 
and the local managers of public lands, and to alJow participants in those programs to 
receive National Service educational awards from the National Service Trust. 



This informal consensus must he reached as quickly as possible as the future approach and success 
of our efforts here in Idaho are very much dependant on the USDA AmeriCorps program. We 
appreciate your timely attention to this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~'7~t-
J. Kent Foster 
Executive Director 

cc: Rod Robison, IASCD President, Rexburg 

/ 



National Road 
HERITAG E•P ARK 

1oel Berg 
U.S.D.A. Director of National Services 
Room 538 A 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Mr. Berg: 

3543 National Road & Nelson Road 
Box 528 • Farmington, PA 15437 

Phone: 412 329-1560 • 412 329-1552 
Fax: 412 329-1561 

October 7, 1996 

In 1996, the National Road Heritage Park was fortunate to employ five U.S.D.A. 
AmeriCorps workers to assist in carrying out the mission of the NRHP. 

These five young people were instrumental in implementing numerous programs and 
performing valuable services benefiting the three-county area, including: 

1. Creating a low-interest loan program for restoration of residential 
and commercial properties 

2. Cleaning up junkyards and dump sites along the National Road 
3. Conducting research and making application on behalf of three National 

Road communities to be nominated to the National Register as Historic 
Districts (some of which had been seeking the National Register nomination 
for years) 

4. Assisting the local community center in remodeling the community building 
5. Developing heritage school programming in the three-county area. 

Without the participation of AmeriCorps volunteers this year, there is no doubt that these 
and other programs would never have been successfully implemented. 

The National Road corridor is economically distressed with an unemployment average of 
over 9%. Without sufficient tax base and infrastructure, we need the assistance of 
programs such :1:; 1\.meriCarps tc develop resources and heritage tourism. 

We therefore urge you to support and work to ensure that the AmeriCorps program 
receives further funding . Currently, enactment of renewed funding is in the hands of 
Senator Christopher bond of Missouri. We ask you to use your good offices to encourage 
Senator Bond to release the AmeriCorps bill for vote and approval. 

Your cooperation and interest are appreciated. 

Sjncerely, L 

~L~~· --!:)~ 
Robert J. Grenoble 
Executive Director 



February 13, 1996 
AmeriCorps N acional Service C O R po RAT r o N 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Federal Agency AmeriCorps Program Managers 

-~/ Shirley Sagawf) ~ 
Executive Dir\\). 

Continuing Effective Local S.ites of Existing 
Federal Agency AmeriCorps Programs 

As promised at the January 24 meeting here at the Corporation, I wanted to 
no tify each of you of decisions ratified by the Corporation's Board of Directors during 
their recent meeting in North Carolina. This information will be discussed in greater 
detail at your meeting here on Wednesday, Feb. 14, but this will i'et you begin your 
preparations to transition from the current structure. 

As you know, many of the programs launched at the local level through federal 
agencies have proven very successful thus far. However, for the renewal application 
process about to begin, we unfortunately have come to the conclusion that it would not 
be prudent to make direct grants of funds to federal agencies for AmeriCorps 
programs, given the likelihood that such a prohibition will be included in our 
appropriations bill, should it pass this year. At the same time, we are committed ~ 
providing the best possible opportunity for the most effective local sites to continue as 
AmeriCorps sponsors for the future , ideally with your continued support and 
assistance. In brief, these options are as follow: 

1. Individual sites of existing programs may submit renewal requests to the 
Corporation as individual direct applicants. 

2. Individual sites may voluntarily form a consortium of sites, under an 
existing site or under an otherwise eligible applicant, and submit a joint 
renewal request to the Corporation. 

3. Agencies may establish Education Award Only programs. 

FO R NATIONA L 

W S ER V !CE 

l20l New York Avenue. mv 
We are confident that these options provide the opportunity for the continuation Washington. oc 2os2s 

of current sites that have established solid track records, that can develop effective Telephone 
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plans for the future, and that otherwise meet Corporation application guidelines. 
Corporation staff will help you determine the most appropriate options for your 
individual sites. While budget reductions affect each program within the Corporation 
and the overall budget picture seems likely to remain fluid for some time, I assure you 
that the most deserving programs , whatever their origin, will have the greatest 
likelihood of receiving renewal awards. 

We look forward to discussing these options, and ocher ideas you may have. 
Please contact Hank Oltmann (x201) or Rafael Casas-Don (x443) with any questions 
before the Feb . 14 meeting. 



- ' _..., 

tlnited £,tates ~mate 
I t1 A fl ; 31 

W ASHINGTON, DC 

···-------

November 7, 1996 

Mr. Vince Ancell 
Director , Office of Congressional 
U . S . Department of Agriculture 
Room 213A, ADMBG 

Relations 

Washington , D.C . 20250 

Dear Mr. Ancel l: 

Action Office : ~res 

~ii1li\1i ill\ iilm\111 i~II 
* 3 1 1 7 ~ t 4 ~ 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I have received from 
constituents of mine regarding delays in funding for EnviroCorps , 
a USDA/AmeriCorps program that works with local sponsors on 
environmental education and enhancement in the Portland (Oregon) 
area. 

As you will note , Messrs . Cannon and Dallaire report that 
EnviroCorps is currently waiting to start its thi rd year but 
cannot do so until a consensus is reached between the USDA and 
Senators Bond and Grassley and funds are released . 

Because of my interest in this matter, I would encourage the 
Department in doing whatever is possible to bring this matter to 
a satisfactory conclusion. 

With best regards. 

Sincerely, 
\ 

tfield 
tes Senator 

MOH/aw 



.. • _, II 

Senator Mark Hatfield 
121 SW Salmon St. Suite 1420 
Portland, OR. 97204 

October 24, 1996 

Dear Senator Hatfield: 

LaMarr Cannon 
Jeff Dallaire 

1315 SE Pine St. 
Portland, OR. 97214 

We are writing to you to express our concern over the delay of funding for EnviroCorps. 
EnviroCorps is a USDA/AmeriCorps program that works with local sponsors on environmental 
education and enhanceme#rFn"the Portland area. 

In the last year alone, this twenty-member team improved 23 acres of wetland, planted 3,367 
trees and shrubs, recruited 1,795 volunteers, led 1,159 students on service learning projects, 
canvassed 10,326 homes in Portland to disconnect their downspouts to reduce.sewage 
overflow and filled 2,000 sandbags during the February floods to/ protect buildings and the 
sewage treatment facility. .____./ • 

EnviroCorps works with local partners such as Metro Regional Government, the East 
Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Portland State University, the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, the City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services, the 
Environmental Middle School , Portland Opportunities Industrialization Center, Friends of Trees, 
Friends of Smith and Bybee, local business owners and others. 

The reason for the funding delay is complicated but stems from concerns that the USDA 
cannot effectively run AmeriCorps programs. The USDA is currently seeking to reach a 
consensus with Senators Christopher Bond (MO) and Charles Grassley (IA), to allow USDA to 
continue to provide technical assistance, funding, and administrative support services to 
AmeriCorps programs. Program funds have already been set aside, no additio 
necessary and projects and work done by EnviroCprps ~re . OS8f'.l 
partners, not by the USDA. 

EnviroCorps is currently waiting to start its third year but cannot do so until consensus is 
reached. The delay in funding has already caused several qualified candidates to seek 
employment elsewhere and left EnviroCorps unable to provide support and assistance to its 
local partners. Further delays may jeopardize the future of EnviroCorps. Anything that your 
office can do to help bring about this consensus would be greatly appreciated by the 
community that benefits from their spirit of volunteerism. 

Thank you . 
,"y 

I . H ( I • ___JL-A-----Y-'- I _..A/V'-

\_,, 
LaMarr Cannon 

(~pfl 
JefY6allaire 
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