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Seasons of Service 

"I challenge a new generation 

of young Americans lo a eason 

of service ... There i so much to 

be don~ nough , indeed, for 

million of others who are still 

young in spirit to give of 

themselves in service, too." 

The Corporation 

for National Service 

Getting Things Done. 

AmeriCorps, National Service 

- President Bill Clinton, Learn and Serve America 

Inaugural Address National Senior Service Corps 
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AmeriCorps*NCCC Project Accomplishments 
Reported as of February 15, 1995 

The following list is an interim report of AmeriCorps*National Civilian Community Corps 
Project Accomplishments. 

AmeriCorps*NCCC Western Region --- San Diego, California 

Disaster Response and Relief 
• Southern California Floods: Trained as Advanced Technicians in the American Red Cross 

National Disaster Network, AmeriCorps*NCCC provided mass shelter to 204 families, 
served 530 meals, conducted damage assessment of 75 destroyed homes and trailers. 

• Northern California Floods: Trained as Advanced Technicians in the American Red Cross 
National Disaster Network, AmeriCorps*NCCC staffed two mass care shelters serving 2,400 
families, staffed two Red Cross Warehouses serving 6,170 meals, staffed (providing Spanish 
translation skills) for case workers opening 2,230 cases. 

Environment 

• 

• 

Excavated, stabilized and restored the first European settlement on America's west coast 
("the birthplace of European California"), the Presidio of San Diego, creating a major cultural 
resource that will generate tourist income for the City of San Diego (business community has 
now featured the site on several bus tours and has been described as a visitor point-of-interest 
in several newspaper articles); 250 cubic meters of soil were excavated from the site, 
exposing a complex array of ruins including 1.5 million artifacts; estimated value of 
completed (Summer, 1996) A *NCCC project: $2.25 million; communication about the 
project spread through INTERNET to locations throughout North America, South America, 
Europe, Asia and Australia; conducted cultural resource education program to 2200 local 
area students. 

Restored 3 miles of the Pacific Crest Trail, .5 mile Taft Canyon Trail. 

• Organized 450 local area residents to clean up 52 tons of trash from a San Diego regional 
park. 

• Restored facilities, landscaped and eliminated lead exposure at four San Diego playgrounds, 
Paul Ecke Central School Playscape. 

• Helped establish San Diego residential trash recycling programs. 
• Stenciled 350 storm drains to discourage dumping. 
• Mapped vegetation and endangered plants in the entire 840 acre Tecolote Canyon San Diego 

Regional Park, and designed and built an interpretive exhibit to increase awareness in the 
parks estimated 150,000 annual visitors, taught conservation to 1500 local area school 
children and girl scouts (plus 150 after school children). 

• Removed 100 tons ( dozens of acres) of exotic plants and restored habitat (planting several 
thousand new plants) in critical areas of San Diego area natural places (e.g. Cabrillo National 
Monument, Collier Park). 



• Remodeled sections of the Campo Border Museum, developed master plan, and enhanced the 
interpretive exhibits regarding the military history (Buffalo Soldiers). 

• Constructed two 25 foot check dams and stabilized site of CCC Paralyzed Veterans Camp. 

• Conducted American Disabilities Act surveys for the State of California Parks of 200 
buildings, 15 miles of trail, 32 parking lots. 

• Performed visitor usage surveys for BLM front country area of Desert Protection Act Lands, 
set two miles of fence and placed 490 steel fence posts. 

• Refurbished a YMCA camp that reaches 9,000 at-risk urban children annually, removed 500 
sq. feet of graffiti and restored 5,250 square feet of cabin, kitchen and recreation space. 

Unmet Human Needs 
• Assessed status, educated and referred 4873 families to infant immunization programs. 

• Prepared lunch meals for 742 impoverished senior citizens. 
• Assisted 400 clients at Urban League employment program. 
• Unwanted pregnancy prevention program reached 2,000 at-risk young people from 6 

different San Diego High Schools. 
• Refurbished 7 homes for San Diego HUD low income families. 

• Refurbished 18 homes for Phoenix, Arizona low income families. 

Education 
• Restored 4 acres of a school's native plants and mentored 100 students in the preparation of 

their annual science study projects. 
• Tutored and mentored 350 economically disadvantaged elementary school students in San 

Diego's Accelerated Literacy program. 
• Landscaped a historic farm in a low income community that is used as a environmental and 

history education center. 

• Provided over 3,500 contact hours reaching 1200 children mentoring, tutoring and 
supervising at a Boys and Girls Club; enrolled 125 new young people. 

• Contact hours in Playscape construction. 

• Moved the 65,000 book Chula Vista Library. 

• Refurbished 6 classrooms in at-risk Feaster Elementary School. 

Public Safety 
• Conducted 520 community policing surveys and helped to establish Neighborhood Watch 

programs. 

• Updated 585 offender files in the Chula Vista Police Department. 

• Remodeled and painted a 5000 sq. foot teen night club run by South Bay Community Youth 
Program which will serve population of low-income youth. 
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AmeriCorps*NCCC Central Region --- Denver, Colorado 

Disaster Relief 
• Cleaned flood debris in 15-home Lyons community. 
• Installed glass bricks and flood damage resistant structures in homes of low-income residents 

in flood prone area. 
• Constructed flood walls and berms and altered slopes to decrease flooding. 

Environment 
• Constructed 1000 feet of trail in Eldorado Canyon State Park, reducing erosion and 

increasing handicapped accessibility. 
• Implemented erosion control and habitat restoration/preservation techniques in 4 Municipal, 

State, and Federal park reserves. 
• Constructed 8 holding pens for buffalo and elk in Denver area mountain parks. 
• Refurbished building in Colorado State Forest preserve. 

• Removed 16 tons of obstructing rock and dirt, improving irrigation of Aurora park. 
• As part of Denver Parks & Recreation Department garden project: 
• "Turned in" 70 urban garden beds (80,000 sq. ft.) 

• Leveraged 400 community volunteers. 
• As part of Denver Urban Gardens Project: 
• Planted 92 trees and 4,000 sq. ft. of sod. 
• Graded 43,200 sq. ft. of garden area. 
• Constructed 6 arbors, 320 sq. ft. of sidewalk, 15 concrete footers, 4 sheds, 100' of trellis. 

• Laid 450' of irrigation pipe. 

Human Needs 
• Refurbished Presbyterian Shelter for 60 homeless men, increasing awareness oflocal 

homeless problem. 

• Established supportive sponsor relationship between homeless shelter and community 
hotel/restaurants. 

• Secured donations of books, bedding, and food for shelter which serves 60 homeless men. 
• Refurbished 2 homes of low-income, minority residents of Cole Community neighborhood. 
• Contributed 2,695 CM hours to Habitat for Humanity project in low-income, urban 

community, constructing fences, drywall, and installing gutters. 
• Conducted Mayor's Office survey of community Employment and Training needs. 

• Increased Women's Bean Project production of dry soup mixes by 30%, increasing fund­
raising capacity for non-profit organization for low-income, abused, or homeless women. 

• Painted group home for developmentally disabled adults. 

• Established HIRE, employment counseling service for low-income, homeless, and recovering 
alcoholic persons. 

• Increased handicapped accessibility to Eldorado Canyon State Park and Denver Urban 
Gardens projects. 
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• Assisted with organization and conduct of conference on the Aging sponsored by the 
Administration on Aging. 

• Painted 2 homes for disabled residents. 
• Constructed wheelchair ramp for group home for developmentally disabled; made possible 

by labor savings of $5200. 
• Supported Colorado Aids Project (CAP), contributed 456 hours, distributing food to over 600 

people. . 
• Reorganized CAP library and videos Educational Resource Center for Denver Metro Area. 

• Conducted 12,000 piece mailing yielding over $30,000 in contributions to CAP. 

• Provided child immunization information to 1733 homes, identifying 31 children in 
community needing immunization. 

• Developed community volunteer base for VA Medical Center. 

• Made 4600 patient contacts, visiting and escorting patients of VA Medical Center. 

• Winterized yards of 18 elderly resident clients of Department of Social Services. 

Education 

• Tutored 300 students in Reading and Language Arts. 
• Taught 24 teenagers videotaping, off-set printing, and work skills. 
• Reorganized a fund-raising thrift store for Boys & Girls Club Job Start program. 

• Established tutoring programs in 5 community schools and implemented on-going volunteer 
recruitment system. 

Public Safety 

• Removed graffiti from 180 sites in urban area; conducted graffiti awareness education with 
youth of community. 
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AmeriCorps*NCCC NORTHEAST CAMPUS --- Aberdeen, Maryland 

Disaster Response and Relief 
• Twenty-nine CMsjoined 533 trained firefighters in containing 90% of the blaze over 21,000 

acres in Idaho fires . CMs worked 5684 hrs. fighting the fires and restoring fire ravaged areas. 

• Seventeen CMs assisted approximately 7200 victims of the Texas floods, serving for 4607 
hours toward the establishment of normalcy after the flood. Working in mobile mass care 
units CMs distributed food, health and hygiene kits and blankets, set up temporary shelters 
and helped flood victims assess damage. 

• Completed 230 household evaluations for flood victims, assisted 47 home owners in clean up 
and spent 1360 hours in assisting victims. 

Environment 
• Restored and maintained 36.5 miles of trail for recreational and educational use of 38,000 

visitors/year including 7800 school children. 

• Built 6.5 miles of new trail. 
• Planted approximately 400 trees and shrub, many in conjunction with 26 community 

members recruited for ongoing ventures in public stewardship of ecosystems. 

• Leveraged $9000 of plants and equipment because of NCCC involvement. 

• Removed blockage and rerouted stream to reduce soil erosion and the amount of silt carried 
to the Chesapeake Bay. 

• Opened 6.3 miles of upstream spawning habitat. 
• Installed plywood baffle on dam to increase numbers of fish that reach the spawning grounds, 

benefiting both recreational and commercial fisheries and restoring balance to the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

• Planted 1500 native wetland plant species, native dune species and native tree and shrub 
species to demonstrate the process of habitat restoration. 

• Assisted in a demonstration event attended by 227 local residents as well as the 
Administrator of the EPA, the Governors of MD, PA, VA, the mayor of DC and the Chair of 
the Chesapeake Bay Commission. 

• Restored a 46 acre community park. 
• Recruited over 40 volunteers to continue future park projects. 

• Designed and coordinated a monthly community volunteer day; 140 volunteers planted 
flowers and trees, defined trail, fertilized gardens and placed stairs. 

• Cleared 1 acre of serpentine grassland area. 
• Removed patches of phragmites from 20 acres for shoreline restoration and reforestation 

aimed at restoring wildlife habitat. 
• Repaired a storm management system and constructed an energy dissipater. 

• Transplanted 105 willow bundles to stabilize stream bank by decreasing siltation and erosion. 

• Created 10 riffle and pool structures to decrease speed of water flow. 

• Cleared, stabilized and restored habitat along shoreline of an island which serves as a 
resource for research and environmental education. 

• CM's partnered with ten 15-17 year old at risk teens in conducting watershed surveys for 280 
hours. 
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• Completed 74 additional watershed surveys to identify non-point source pollution points. 

• Completed 6 habitat assessment surveys. 

• Surveyed 15. 200-ft sections of a river in preparation for further service projects. 

• Surveyed and mapped 3 miles of stream. 

• Removed 3 tons of garbage from a river and island. 

• Provided energy and water conservation measures and education to 606 low income homes 
estimated at saving the community 272,259 kwh and 4,111,000 gallons of water per year. 

• Weatherized homes saving low income home owners up to $20,000/year. 

• Planted and mulched 600 trees for US Anny's CSTA (Combat Systems Test Activity) to 
provide a windbreak, noise buffer and privacy for project. 

• Planned and delivered a Community Service Day, leading 400 volunteers in service on 13 
project sites for neighborhood beautification and environmental restoration. 

• Built 2 community garden beds in a community of 6500 residents. 

• Converted vacant lot into a community garden to be used as an outdoor classroom. 

• Engaged community adults and children in creation of a playground and neighborhood picnic 
area. 

• Planted 155 shrubs and trees in 2 industrial areas adjacent to communities as visual and noise 
screens. 

• Planted an additional 23 trees and 20 shrubs throughout city. 

• Renovated a camp for disabled children by replacing a 7,250 sq. ft. roof, constructing 20 
bunkbeds, insulating pipes in 10 cabins and 2 infirmaries and constructing stairs. 

• Surveyed areas with high percentage of vacant houses for revitalization projects. 

• Surveyed 500 homes for a land use assessment to determine future housing restoration and 
renovation projects. 

• Built permanent offices and storage space, landscaped, and refurbished a YMCA. 

• Refurbished a primary recreation day care facility. 

• Assisted with the renovation of 2 homes. 

• Planted 60 shrubs, 40 trees and 1000 flower bulbs for garden and landscaping of a home for 
50 children. 

• Created 5 flower beds. 

• Constructed a water bar. 

• Surveyed 14 sq. neighborhood blocks in a watershed survey in preparation for service 
projects in the Spring of 1995. 

• Built 2 neighborhood baseball dugouts. 

Human Needs 

• Renovated and expanded cutting-edge Therapeutic Horseback Riding Center enabling an 
additional 220 disabled children and adults to participate in their program. 

• Restored wilderness trails, making them safe and wheelchair accessible for an estimated 
10,000 visitors. 

• Designed and implemented programming and provided assistance and companionship to 
hundreds of hospitalized veterans including 250 occupational therapy patients, 250 
horticultural therapy patients and 100 recreational therapy patients. 
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• Provided ongoing accompaniment services to 173 patients. 
• Involved 21 hospitalized veterans in mural projects. 
• Implemented a recycling program including collection and distribution of 1500 cans/month 

to a local non-profit work therapy program. 
• Refurbished miniature golf course on VA Hospital grounds, making it wheelchair accessible. 
• Designed and executed "A Tribute to Veterans" as 1st annual patient appreciation day. 

• Organized and ran a community health fair, identifying children with high lead blood levels 
and vaccinating adults for flu. 

• Sorted 24,660 books, 95 boxes of text books and distributed 3467 books to book bank sites 
and distributed 920 comics to DSS locations. 

• Assisted in harvesting 30,000 lbs of crops. 
• Distributed 12,000 lbs of vegetables and herbs to low income neighborhoods. 
• Prepared 25 3x150ft and 25 3x75ft beds for next year's crops. 
• Renovated farming area. 
• Partnered with Project Share to package 10,000 lbs of potatoes, pack 10 pallets of onions, and 

prepare $292,500 worth of food for distribution to 9750 low income homes. 
• Sorted, boxed and stacked 69,745 lbs of dried goods and canned food being distributed to 

500 agencies. 
• Served 450 people who are homebound with AIDS (packed 3117 meals and delivered 2109 

meals). 
• Tutored 45 children daily in public housing areas, identified by Drug and Alcohol Impact 

Program as high risk. 
• Conducted presentations to 909 at-risk students on issues related to teen pregnancy 

prevention, alternatives to drinking, responding to peer pressure and healthy decision 
making. 

• Designed a nutrition program for homeless people. 
• Linked community agencies to a homeless veterans' Center thus facilitation increased 

collaboration and community integration. 
• Partnered with Habitat for Humanity replacing beams in foundations of homes. 
• Constructed 3 wheel chair ramps used by more than 2,000 senior citizens. 

Education 

• Mentored and tutored 1940 students through in-school and after-school programming in 
conflict resolution; math; reading; writing; information technology; ESL; assisting special 
education students and special needs students. 

• In partnership with the Forestry Board, delivered a hands-on seed planting program to 2480 
students in 30 schools to foster children's stewardship of natural resources. 

• Involved over 100 4th graders in wetland and trail construction, reforesting the land around 
their school boarder. 4. This area will serve as an adjunct outdoor classroom. 

• Augmented environmental education program with classroom lessons. 

• Delivered residential environmental education program to 492 5th graders. Because of 
NCCC involvement, 155 (32%) more students were able to participate. 

• Mentored 90 elementary school children identified as "at risk" and tutored over 190 students 
in after-school programs. 
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• Presenter citizenship curriculum to 1850 children in 24 Elementary Schools. 
• Aided in constructing an Environmental Education Center thereby enabling the campus to 

open 8 months ahead of schedule with 5500 additional students able to benefit from the 
enhanced facility . CM service included: construction of 50 person, wheelchair accessible 
outdoor classroom with podium, benches, stage with screen; built offices for the Center; 
created 2 soils observation pits; maintained and/or restored 9000 ft of trail and constructed a 
topographical relief map. 

• Wrote, directed, edited and produced a 20 minute. video entitled "Pollution Solution" shown 
to 500 students in an effort to increase ecological awareness and stewardship. 

• Conducted environmental tours focused on park issues for 84 community residents and 42 
high school students. 

• Facilitated ongoing child development activities for 165 preschoolers. 
• Tutored 24 adults in reading, math and GED courses. 

Public Safety 
• Opened and ran a youth center in a low income area used by 40-70 ten to sixteen year olds 

each night. 
• Doubled involvement of youth in after-school center and built linkages to nearby University 

and several volunteer groups for sustained impact. 
• Planned and implemented Highway Safety Week. 

• Designed, planned and implemented a crisis center for students, teaching problem-solving 
and conflict resolution skills. 
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AmeriCorps*NCCC SOUTH CAMPUS --- Charleston, South Carolina 

Disaster Response and Relief 
• Trained 37 CM's in US Forest Service Firefighter Certification. 
• Deployed 30 CM's to fight fires in Idaho; worked fireline for two weeks; . built firelines; 

performed mop-up and rehab of bum areas; protected salmon fisheries and historic Wapiti 
ranch. 

Environment 
• Restored historic log cabin in Forest Preserve. 
• Cleaned debris, planted trees, and removed over-growth along 2 miles of 6,000 acre forest 

preserve boundary lines. 
• Restored cedar shake roof of historic home in National Park. 
• Cleaned debris, mapped natural features and inventoried wildlife and plant life along 8 miles 

of Tidal Trails used by canoe tourists. 

• Inventoried over 3,000 trees as part of Charleston Urban Forestry Study. 
• Restored habitats and camping areas damaged by hurricane. 
• Built, printed and placed 30 wood signs promoting fire safety. 
• Thinned loblolly pine seedlings to restore Longleaf Pine ecosystem. 

• Cleared washed out bridge and then rebuilt new bridge; replaced bridge signs on forest 
roads. 

• Constructed new trail and footbridge in Marion National Forest. 
• Planted 75 trees and shrubs and cleared 4900 feet of trail. 
• Supported Penn Center, St. Helena Island Heritage Celebration; CM's directed parking and 

traffic flow for 500 people; prepared and distributed food for 10,000 people in attendance; 
cleaned 3 acres at site of celebration; collected over 10,000 tickets; moved program and 
vending supplies numbering 15,000. 

• Conducted North Charleston street beautification campaign; CM's mowed, edged, swept 
sand, removed trash along 4 miles of street in low-income community. 

• Supported County recycling project by analyzing tons of commercial solid waste materials 
discovering that 71 % of materials are recyclable. 

• Primed and painted two buildings on grounds; restored and cleared 6 miles of road for public 
use and environmental education; restored and cleared 3 miles of primitive trails at Capers 
Island Marine Resources Center. 

• Trimmed trees, pulled roots, cleaned out ditches, cut grass and removed debris from 2 acres 
of land; constructed basketball court; built 100 feet of fencing at Honey Hills Neighborhood 
Association Literacy and Training Center. 

• Built 51 0' stone revetment, decreased erosion, and preserved historic Drayton Hall Plantation 
wharf. 

• Filled, transported, and placed 9,000 sand bags, decreasing erosion ofriverbank and saving 
$80,000. 
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Cleared overgrowth, landscaped site and fence lines, painted buildings and fences, repaired 
hurricane damaged siding, stabilized drainage ditches at 10 sites of county waste water 
pumping stations, improving appearance drainage, and capacity. 

Human Needs 
• Conducted blood pressure screening and CPR education for 100 people; supported efforts of 

American Heart Association to raise $10,800. 

• Visited 35 seniors regularly to check on their health, medication and care and to prevent 
isolation. This service enables senior to live at home and saves taxpayers $130,000/year. 

• Extended and enhanced scope ofDHEC's Immunization Program enabling DHEC to 
compete work 2 years faster. CMs reviewed files of over 3000 children, contacted parents of 
non-immunized children by phone and visited over 350 families in 3 housing projects, 
educating them on child health issues. 

• Provided educational and recreational programming to 150 developmentally disabled 
persons, improving the staff to client ratio from 5 :22 to 7 :22. 

• prepared food for and served 60 homeless people/day in a soup kitchen. 

• Planned and ran daily learning and play activities for children- at a homeless shelter. 
• Implemented a maintenance program at a homeless shelter and assisted with sorting and 

cataloguing donations. 

• Built shelving for food storage and prepared a warehouse for food storage and distribution, 
leveraging ability to receive 35% more food. 

• Renovated playground and constructed group room for developmentally disabled clients. 

• Assisted staff in providing direct service to 1000 healthcare patients, increasing access to 
hospital information and enhancing personal care. 

• Renovated, painted and landscaped 2 Youth Development Centers, including offices, work 
rooms, bathrooms, a residential shelter and maintained 16 acres of grounds. 

• Renovated and landscaped a 2 homeless shelters and grounds by painting 325 sq. ft. of rooms 
and creating an outdoor children's play area and enabling one of the shelters to serve 5 more 
people. 

• Educated over 2000 community members about a local homeless shelter. 

• Landscaped hospital grounds to reduce dust particles for patients with respiratory problems. 

• Completed construction of a baseball field. 

• Made repairs to 5 low-income homes and painted the exterior of 3 homes. 

• Built drainage system for Atrocentric Teaching Museum. 

• Landscaped 5 acres of grounds surrounding a medical complex and nursing home. 

• Prepped and cleaned a newly constructed 44 bed nursing home and mounted 26 blood 
pressure units. 

• Led a neighborhood clean-up in which CMs painted 231 rooms, removed 1/2 ton of rubble 
and planted 15 bushes/trees. 



Education 
• Tutored and _mentored over 1300 students in elementary schools. 

• Supervised students during unstructured time thereby increasing 25 teacher's planning time 
by 1.5 hours/week. 

• Monitored lunchroom and hallways in 3 schools. 

• Provided only nursing services to school 4 days/week. 
• Designed and delivered creative writing course for 25 5th graders and produced a book of 

students' work. 

• Provided educational childcare programming to 35 children during PTA meetings, increasing 
PT A attendance by 25%. 

• Planned and conducted 2 assemblies for 325 students and teachers. 
• Mentored 30 children after-school and delivered "Smart Moves" curriculum to 60 children, 

ages 7-11, through the Boys and Girls Club. 
• Restored ground of 4 schools. CMs built playground, restored athletic track, cleared schools ' 

grounds of weeks, brush and debris, painted interior and exterior of school buildings and 
built relationships with hundreds of children. 

• Led community in school beautification service projects. 

Public Safety 
• Supported Summerville Police Department drug abuse prevention campaign by removing 

underbrush, trimming trees, removing 27 dilapidated structures from 4 block area harboring 
drug and other criminal activities. 

• Developed and instructed Violence Prevention course for 12 at-risk youth. 
• Developed and instructed Computer Literacy course for 6 at-risk youth. 

• Organized sports program for 25 at-risk youth, meeting 4 times per week, 4 hours per day. 
• Supported promotion of non-violence clubs as part of YWCA programming and as part of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday commemoration activities; recruited 100 teens to sing at 
celebration; developed skits for recruitment of club participants; participated in MLK, Jr. 
parade. 

• Supported City of Charleston Moja Arts cultural festival; set-up an took down booths; 
administered surveys to attendees; collected tickets; controlled crowds. 
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NATIONAL SERVICE AND RESCISSION 
FACT SHEET 

BACKGROUND: The House Appropriations Committee has proposed to rescind over one third of the 
appropriation for National Service halfway through its first year -- slashing $210 million of the $575 
million available for national service in fiscal year 1995, leaving a total of $365 million available. A vote 
on the floor of the House is expected before the April recess. The Senate has not yet acted on a 
rescissions proposal. 

■ A rescission would renege on the bipartisan Congressional commitment to 
Americans who have already committed to serving their communities. M iddle class 
families who work hard and play by the rules would be especially hard-hit. 

A year and a half ago, Congress mandated a three year phase-in for funding 100,000 
AmeriCorps Members, calling for 20,000 Members to begin a year's service in 1994 and 33,000 
in FY 1995. 

This rescission would cut approximately 1,000 AmeriCorps Members immediately and 15,000 
Americans planning to begin their service in September. The majority of the reductions would 
occur in those States with the most AmeriCorps Members--New York, California, Texas, 
Pennsylvania, and Michigan. Working families with college-aged members willing to serve their 
communities fulltime for a full year -- and who are counting on AmeriCorps to help them afford 
college educations -- will be especially hard-hit if the Congressional commitment is not kept. 

■ A rescission would stop AmeriCorps in its tracks before it ha s a cha nce to prove i ts 
worth or Congress has a chance to evaluate its cost-effectiveness. 

Cutting over one third out of this new federalist approach to government -- barely six months 
old, halfway through its first operational year, with no attempt to determine the program's 
effectiveness, one month away from its fust congressional hearing -- is not smart government. 
Let's make decisions based on real results, not pure politics. 

■ It's simple math •• cuts in funding already authorized and appropriated by Congress 
will cut the number of Americans who are already participating in servic e and the 
number of communities benefitting from their hard work. 

AmeriCorps is a model of new federalism that does not have a big bureaucracy that can be cut. 
There have been fewer than 200 people hired in Washington -- to oversee 20,000 Members 
working in communities across America -- since AmeriCorps was created. 

This rescission would immediately send 1,000 AmeriCorps Members back home in the middle of 
their year of service, and 15,000 Americans would be denied the opportunity to begin their 
service in September. 

Some 50 organizations, already funded to begin operations later this year would be ended, 
forcing the Corporation to abandon services to over 150 new communities. $5 million of 
taxpayers' funds, already spent to begin these projects, would have been wasted. 

Learn and Serve America, which provides service-learning infrastructure in public schools 
around the country, would be equally devastated. A federal rescission of this magnitude would 
cut kids off from a valuable lesson about civic responsibility, and would be especially hard on 
schools in a time of squeezed state and local budgets. 



■ AmeriCorps should not be penalized for rewarding results. 

The Corporation for National Service bases its grants on results after a tough evaluation process 
-- that is why AmeriCorps awards funded in FY 1995 are not made until late in the fiscal year. 
AmeriCorps evaluates programs with an eye trained on "getting things done." AmeriCorps funds 
those that work well and produce real, tangible results and eliminates those that don't. 
AmeriCorps Members and communities should not be made the victims of this "smart 
government" approach. 

Five months into the fiscal year, the Corporation has put detailed operations in place for the use 
of monies already appropriated by the Congress. Some programs, such as funds for State 
Commissions, which are appointed by and report to the Governors, have already been awarded 
funding levels for fiscal year 1995. A rescission would require the Corporation to terminate 
these grants and reissue them at lower funding levels. In other cases, applications have been sent 
to States and local initatives, which are already hard at work developing plans for service starting 
later this year. They have expended significant time, effort, and money in this process. 

■ The Public-Private Partnership would be undermined if the "Public" reneges on its 
commitment. 

AmeriCorps innovative approach requires programs to raise 25 percent of operating costs and 15 
percent of the living allowances from private sources. Private investment in AmeriCorp has been 
strong -- in its first year of operation, the Corporation has received hundreds of commitments 
from private companies such as General Electric, American Express, IBM and foundations to 
support AmeriCorps Members in communities across our country. Our business partners make 
investments based on stable growth, fulfilled commitments and real results. They might 
understandably be wary of a partner tossed by political currents. 

■ AmeriCorps is working already. 

_AmeriCorps service produces direct and real results in American communities. AmeriCorps 
Members help prevent crime, tutor and mentor at-risk youth, organize neighborhood watch 
associations, build affordable housing, help seniors live independently, and help immunize 
children against preventable diseases. For example: 

v" Last summer, the New York Police Department reported that recreation areas and 
public pools policed by the AmeriCorps Cadet Corps were free of assaults for the 
first time in memory. 

v' AmeriCorps Members in Kansas City shut down crack houses and reclaimed a 
neighborhood's only park from gangs, causing the Kansas City police chief, Steven 
Bishop, to state: "The partnership of national service and community policing is a 
winner in Kansas City." 

v" AmeriCorps Members helped clean up in the aftermath of floods in the Midwest and 
earthquakes in California, and fought fires in the West. FEMA's Richard Krimm 
has stated, "They have helped literally thousands of victims pick up the pieces of 
their lives." 
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OPINION USA 

AmeriCorps works.- don't kill it 
National service helps young, elderly, 
communities, volunteers at modest 
cost. What more can be asked? 

AMES, Iowa - Here's an Idea for the Republicans: 
Let's not pay our soldiers. 
Let's not pay our teachers. 
Let's not pay our police officers. . 
Arter all, it's their democratic duty to defend our 

shores, to educate our children, to ensure our safety. 
Why, tny own Republican senator, Charles Grassley, 

says, "Where the president and I part company Is that 
he supports an expensiye bureaucracy, and I don't He 

wants to pay volunteers, 
and I want to preserve the . 
Integrity of volunteerlsm." : • 

Makes sense to me, I 
guess. 

I'm not sure how soldiers 
or teachers or police offi• :. 

• cers are supposed to live It ,, 
they're work.Ing 40 hours a .,-. · 
week without pay, but the 
Republicans · must have . a 
way. ' : ';;_ . . :.. By Web Bryant, USA TODAY 

That will probably come AmeriCorps worker, too, gets paid, though the pay is 
out In the second 100 days. • peanuts. It's the minimum wage, or less, but It workers 

Grassley wasn't talk.Ing stick It out for a year they have put In trust $4,725 they 

COONTERPOINTS about soldiers or teachers , can draw to pay for cpllege or vocational training. 
or police officers, of course. · More than 20,000 Americarls have signed up since 

By Mlchaal Gartner He was talking about the national service started In October. They're working on 
men and women who work . 350 projects. . 
In AmeriCorps, but It's the - Here in Iowa, there are 158 AmeriCorps workers, 

same principle. AmeriCorps Is President Olnton's won- ages 18 to 54, helping to Immunize young people, care 
dertully successful program that hires •' dedicated . tor old people, restore wetlands, educate migrant work­
Americans to help the aged and the feeble and the ··ers and protect people beaten up by their own family 
young and the needy and the sick and the unlucky lead members. • 
better lives. • • 1, .. In a town down the road, tlley're working to make 

For most, it's full-time work. • sure that poor kids get to school and stay there and 
The hours are as long as those of the peacetime sol- learn there and that they have mittens for the cold and 

dier and the teacher and the police officer. And the mitts for the Little League. 

Successes are everywhere. 
Yet the Republicans want to kill this. 
That makes no sense. 
This program, run by state organiratlons and fi­

nanced in part by local contributions, sounds like a Re­
publican dream: It uses cheap labor to foster family 
values at the local level. Ahd it encourages education 
with a modest stipend that a person must work a year 
to receive. 

If It didn't exist, House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R­
Ga., would invent it 

But this Is a Democratic program, the cherished 
baby of Clinton, and Democratic stuff is tainted stuff. So 
the Republicans are out to ax It 

Their reasoning Is bizarre. 
They consider the men and women of AmeriCorps 

"volunteers," though it's their full-time job, and the Re­
publicans think you shouldn't pay volunteers. 

Grassley, leading the charge, supports "the notion of 
national service and, by and large, the activities per­

, • _,formed by the spirited AmeriCorps participants." 
. He just doesn't want to pay them. 
• Grassley also says that "it appears AmeriCorps pro­
grams could be costing $30,000 per participant" - note 
the "appears" and the "could be" - and he has asked 
the General Accounting Office to audit the organiz.a­
tlon. AmeriCorps says the average is under $20,000, in­
cluding that $4,750 college grant 

Killing AmeriCorps wouldn't save much - $376 mil­
lion last year, $580 million this year - but maybe this 
Is just the start 

The Republicans have been refusing to say how they 
Intend to balance the budget, but maybe AmeriCorps 
provides the clue. 

Maybe the Republicans plan to eliminate the sala-
ries of all 3 million federal civilian employees. 

That would save $108 billion. 
And maybe that's not a bad idea. 
I certainly know where I'd start 
COUNTERPOINTS' four columnists provide views from dfverse 

perspectives on today's Issues. Wednesday: Linda Chavez on 
affirmative action. Thursdays: Susan Estrich. Mondays: Tony 
Snow. Tuesdays: Mlct]ael Gartner. , 
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!\meriCorps: Making a Difference 
The House . Appropriations Commit­
~ proposed ~ week to renege on a 
ipartisan commitment to thou$mds of 
mericans, by ' retroactively slashing 
mds already authomed and appropriat­
d foe AmeriCorpt members by more 
lllll ooe-third in the current fisca1 year. 
rcxtang families with college-age mem­
ers willing to serve their communities 
ill-time foe a full year-and who are 
ouoting 00 the.new AmeriCorps pro­
ram to help ~ afford college educa­
ms-will be especially bard hit if the 
oogressiooa)~tisnot kept. 
A year and ·a· half ago, a bipartisan 

oogress mandated a three-year phase-
1 ci AmeriCorps. Six months into its 
rst operatiooal year-with 20,000 citi­
eos working ur :communities ~ 
unerica. withopt ; the benefit of any 
mgressiooa) hearings to consider the 
enefits of the w,ork they are doing­
louse appropriators would now tum the 
ihase-inintoa~t. 

AmeriCorps • is• a funded non-man­
late-a decen~ approach that 
ooves most <i the demion making and 
espoosihi}ity to the states that elect to 
~ ' for AmeriCocpa members, 

along with the ~ to carry out the 
mi.won. Fewer than 200 people in 
Washington oversee 20,000 members 
on 1,100 projects in communities across 
America. That's why rescissioo would 
have such a devastating effect-any 
cuts made on Capitol Hill would directly 
cut the number ci members who are 
working in the fieJd. One thousand mem­
bers would be sent home immediately, 
and 15,000 fewer young people would 
have the opportunity to begin service in 
September. 

The public-private partnership of 
AmeriCorps would be undermined if the 
"public'" reneged on its commitment. 
Programs are required to raise 25 per­
cent of operating costs and 15 percent 
of the living allowances from private 
sources. Private investment in Ameri­
Corps has been remarkable; in its first 
year of operation, the corporation has 
received hwidreds of commitments 
from companies such as General Elec­
tric, American Express, IBM and a myr­
iad foundations. Our business partners 
make investments based on stable 
growth, fulfilled commitments and real 
re8Ulta. They miitit Wlderstandably be 

wary of a partner tossed by political 
CW"rents. 

AmeriCorps should not be pehaiized 
for rewarding results. The Corpt>ration 
for National Service makes its grants 
after a tough evaluation process-that's 
why AmeriCorps awards funded in FY 
1995 are not made until late in the fiscal 
year. AmeriCorps funds programs that 
work well and get things done and 
eliminates those that don't AmeriCorps 
members and communities should not 
be made the victims of this "smart· 
government" approach. 

AmeriCorps may be new, but mem­
bers are already meeting challenges in 
public safety, education, environment 
and human needs: 
■ The New York Police Department 
reports that recreation areas policed by 
its AmeriCorps members in too 1994 
pilot were free of assaults for the first 
time in memory. 
■ AmeriCorps members in Kansas City 
have shut down 12 crack houses and 
reclaimed a neighborhood's only park 
from gangs. 
■ In rural Simpson County, Ky., 11\meri­
Corps members tutoring half 'bf the 

county's second-graders are raJSIIlg 
reading scores from two grades behind 
grade level to ooe grade above in ooe 
year of service. 
■ AmeriCorps members have also been 
on the front lines in natural disasters, 
from the floods in California, Houston 
and the Mississippi River Valley to the 
Idaho forest fires and the California 
. earthquake. FEMA official Richard 
Krimm wrote: "They have helped literal­
ly thousands of victims pick up the 
pieces of their lives." 

Moreover, AmeriCorps members are 
still there, long after the waves of initial 
volunteers have had to return to their 
jobs. That's why many of our nation's 
premier charities compete for Ameri­
Corps members. From the YMCA to the 
Multiple Scleroois Society, from the Red 
Cross to the Children's Health Fund, 
from Notre Dame to the National Coun­
cil of Churches, they know that the 
focused efforts of full-time, trained and 
committed AmeriCorps members help 
them accomplish more-and deploy 
part-time, sporadic volunteers more ef- • 
fectively. 

A perfect case in point: In Miami, 26 

AmeriCorps members working with 
Habitat for Humanity have learned all 
facets of home construction and have 
trained, supervised and worked beside 
2,700 temporary (and uncompensated) 
volunteers they've attracted since Octo­
ber. As a consequence, the AmeriCorps 
team is nearly halfway to its goal of 
building 90 homes in Miami this year,. 
and members are teaching working fam­
ilies how to make the transition from 
renting to homeowning. Habitat's Jerry 
Bass says, "We could not do this job 
without them." 

We do not maintain that AmeriCorps 
will end crime or illiteracy, pollution or 
hunger, but AmeriCorps members are 
making a real difference every day in 
communities across America. We should 
strive to match their commitment to 
making our country even better instead 
of letting them twist in the political 
winds. They have earned a chance to be 
America's next generation of heroes. 

The writer is assistant to tM 
president for national service and 
chief executive offiar of Corporation 
for National Service. 
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Program ·With 6Q((:§R1.tif~lj3ults Against 95 's 
• ByPETERAPPLEBOME • 

Special to The New York Times 

PHOENIX, Feb . • I - On New 
Year's Eve, Kerri .. G'oncher 
packed up her 1987 Toyota Supra 
in Chicago and drove her.e in 34 
hours straight to begin teaching 
the severely emotionally • dis­
turbed and sometimes violent 
children who end up at the ·uule 
Canyon Center run by the Arlzoqa 
Baptist Children's Services. She 
will earn $4.50 an hour plus an 
annual $4,725 educational gi:ant. 

Ms. Goncher's bouncy enthusi- • . 
asm for a low-wage public service 
job may be just what President 
Clinton· had in mind for the Ameri- . 
corps public· service program'. • 

In its first five months of opera­
tion, the program has placed 
20,000 Americans like · • • Ms. 
Goncher, a recent University of 

The New Voluntee_rs 
A special report. 

Wisconsin graduate who hopes to 
become a teacher, in a wide varie­
ty of public service jobs tutoring 
children, serving as police cadets, 
repairing housing projects and 
monitoring con tamination of riv­
ers in 350 programs around the 
country. ,, , . 

Mr. Clinton has hailed the pro- ' ' 
gram as perhaps his proudest , . 
achievement and one that is al- i 
ready "changing the way that : ! 
Government works." . In his pro­
posed budget for the fiscal year 
1996, he is asking $812.5 million 
out of a $1.6 trillion budget to 
finance 47,000 • Americorps mem­
bers. 

Congressional Republicans are 
threatening to kill 'Amerlcorps, 
calling it a costly throwback to an 
era of big Government. Some say 
that it will . make it harder to ·re­
cruit volunteers without incen­
tives and that it is unnecessary 
because many participants will 
just get Government assistance to 
do what they would have done 
anyway. 

And instead of Mr. Clinton's 
hope • that Americorps • would 
evoke the- spirit of the Kennedy 
years, when the Peace Corps drew 
instinctive support, Americorps 

Continued on Page B7, Column 1 

·J .·~~ 
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Donald Davis;-above;·works foi<the Federal -Americorps program 
·or·ganizirig social service projects for young people at two eiemen­
tary -schools in Florenc·c;- S.C. Kem Goncher teaches emotionally 
distu_~b_ed children in an __ ~ericorps program in Phoenix. • 
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has :Come to reflect the opposite: 
the .:anti-Government ethic and 
budget roadblocks now facing al­
most· any new Federal program. 

With its self-consciously business­
like ·moniker as- the Corporation for 
National Service, its bottom-up 
structure · controlled by state com­
missions appointed by mostly Re­
pubHcan Governors, and Its scaled­
down stipend, the program Y<,as de­
sig~d as a public service program 
for ·an anti-Gdvernment era. 

"l:like to think of our role -as an 
investment banker investing in local 
communities, rewarding the pro-. 
grams doing well with growth possi­
bilitres and making sure those not 
working are not refunded," said Eli 
segm; who heads the program and 
has-the title of chief executive. "This 
is ~like a start-up business, designed 
wittnhe support of moderate Repub­
licans, which believes that delivery 
syste.rris as close as possible to the 
cu~mer will bear fruit in .terms of 
qu~Jity." . 

But, businesslike oratory . aside, 
Coitgj:essional • Republicans say 
Anrericorps is just another Govern­
ment" program at a time the nation 
needs fewer of them. 

"If you' re going to get to a bal­
anced budget and your cno"ice 1s"hav- . 
ing a nice little Government bureau­
cracy that runs people around the 
country doing nice things or taking 
care, of people with severe disabili­
ties~•: Speaker Newt Gingrich, Re­
publican of Georgia, said in a recent 
inte,;view, "where is each one on the 
priority list? 

•:1t just strikes me that on any 
reasonable list that gets to a bal­
aqced budget, this is_ a long _ way 
below the line of what doesn't sur-. 
vive,',' -. _ 

In his Presidential campaign, Mr. 
Clinton advertised his proposal for a 
national service program as a way 
to help students pay for their educa­
tion while serving their country and 
being imbued wiili the spirit of serv­
ice-to others. Interviews with Ameri­
corps members and organizations 
that.employ them Indicate that the 
program is already creating ex­
traordinary interest among • young 
people and tapping into a nascent 
spirit of pu~lic service on college 
campuses. 

But they also indicate that it could 
be .difficult for the program to meet 
the most exacting standards for self- · 
less activism that some will hold it to , 
antl ' that the timing of the program 
could not be worse, given the budget 
realities in Washington. 

'..'l,really think that as long as the 
Government Is going to play some 
roh:)his is the best way they can do 
it, -·~nd that you can use . a program . 
like this to jump start a lot of posi­
tive".activity for very little money," 
!;:tirl H. Daniels Duncan, president of 

. . --····· . . ~1_:J,""':"--: 
the United Way in nearby Mesa,- :· 
where six Amerlcorps workers are : 
putting together what organizers 

1

. 

hope will _be a network of 3,000 com- ·.· 
munity volunteer workers. "The is­
sue ls, ,Is a little money too much 
·money right now?''. • 

:e;:::::~--i/":, . . ,J 
Of Activists \/ ? .-,;~ . f ;. 

Amerlcorps ·formall;tb~gan • 1~~t -. 
September with a $376 ,million budg­
et for 20,000 participants. The budget 
for the fiscal year 1995 is $580 million 
for 33,000 members. • • 

Participants receive a small living 
• allowance, approximately the mini­
mum wage, .limited health cai-e cov­
erage and child care, plus a $4,725 
tui_tioh grant for each year of service .. _· 
- about 1,700 hours of work. People 
can serve for two yea ts . and, get a 
maximum tuition grant '"of $9,450; : 
which can be used _for _._current or"._· 
·future college costs or to repay exist- , 
ing loans. • , ; . • • • ; 

Americorps incorporates some ex- • 
isting_programs like Vista. it is sepa­
rate from the Job Corps, which pro- · 
vides job training ever year for 
about 65,000 disadvantaged young 
people. ' . . . . . 

Americorps Is producing an enor­
mous variety of pub)jc ser_vice work, 
much of it historical social service • 
activity, some of it reflecting current 
_conservati_v,e_ trends . .. ,._. . . . _ ,. 

• In New Orleans, the Youth Action 
Corps fo°i.inded by An1ericorp·s works .; 
on projects from wetlands preserva~ . 
tlon to tutoring In lovl~fricome ·areas: • 
The South Carolina Vfctlm :'.Assist-" 
ance Network works with ci:lme vie-· 
tims and advocates . ·rorf vlctlms . 
rights In law-enforcement ·. centers, ·, 
shelters and crisis centers·' around 
the state. ·< ·: • • ·. ;:~i.:" :'. ;. '·'- • ½:· • 

At what ls called the saiinonCore 
program, students from the. Yakima 
Indian Nation in Washington· State 
are cleaning out · polluted·;1:settling • 
ponds at a former Department of 
Energy • site -to grow fish to help 
replenish the dwindling salmon run 
in the Columbia River.,.r,,_,. ,. 

In the New York area, activities· 
include tutoring and mentoring 'dis­
advantaged young people . through 
the I Have A Dream Foundation and 
working as cadets in the Police Ca­
det Program of the .New York City 
Police Department: · ·.• :i· -·i\: :· ·· ···• ., r 

In Iowa;-Sarah and Rebekah·Swan: •. 
}9°year-old twins, are members, Sar­
ah working at a · Family··vii:ileilce · 
Center in Des , Moines, -Rebekah at 
the Alzheimers Association of Amer­
ica in Cedar Rapids .. • .,;, . ..,. • .. 

Donald Davis, 45, a carpenter ana 
painter, decided after 14 years in the 
Army that he wanted to work with 
young people. He is now working at 
two elementary schools in Florence, 
S,C., organizing social service 
projects for youngsters. 

Michael Davis, a stud_ent at East­
ern Michigan University, and Mi­
chelle Cooper, a student at the Uni­
versity of Alabama at Birmingham, 
tutor as part of the program._ In · 
Boulder, Colo., Pakou Cha, a Univer­
sity of Colorado student who speaks 
Hmong, Spanish .and English, tutors 
children. many of whom speak little 
or no English; at the San Juan de! 
Centro Family Learning Center. 

The program's goal has been to 
provide opportunities for as diverse 
a group as possible, from the Ivy 
League graduates who once might 
have joined the Peace Corps to high 
school dropouts working on their 
general equivalency degree and try­
ing to stay out of trouble. 

"I had thought of being an archi­
tect, but it was like a fading dream," 
said Timothy Moore, an 18-year-old 
high school dropout and former gang 
member in New Orleans. "Ameri­
corps really changed my life. It gave 
me good things to think about." 

The Mechanics 

"conservatism And 
Public Service 

The program in Arizona reflects 
· Americorp's structure and scope -

from working on environmental is­
sues with Navajo elders to pa5sing 
out condoms -and . pamphlets about 
sexually transmitted diseases in 

. .. Tucson's red-light district. 
Programs. are selected by a 25-

member board appointed by Gov. 
Fife Symington, a conservative Re­
_publican, and headed by Lieut Col.. 
Gary Smith, who works in the anti­
drugprogram of the National Guard, 

Most participants, _ like Ms. 
Golicher, augment existing opera­
tions. • The most ambitious new 
project spawned by Americorps is 
the Border Volunteer Corps, a $2.6 
million program with 103 Ameri­
corps members working in 25 , 
projects along the border. 

Richard H. Carter, the-program's 
di rector, said, "There is a new park 
now, immunized children, trained 
migrant farm workers, people work­
ing in environmental programs, 
community gardens, new homes in 
the Indian nations, restored homes.'.' 

But Republican critfcs in Wash­
ington sav tha t its .i.ncentives will 



~ ·--· · · - · -
draw people from other volunteer 
activity, -that it is more expen·sive 
than the Government is saying and 
that in the end it is not true volun­
teerism but a Government job. 

"All those volunt~er programs 
that have been working so beautiful­
ly cannot compete with this type of 
program," said Representative Bill 
Goodling, the Pennsylvania Republi­
can who is the new head of the House 
Economic and Educational Opportu­
nities Committee. "You really kill 
volunteerism with a program like 
this." • 

Social service organizations here 
and elsewhere scoff at the idea that 
Americorps will have a negative im­
pact on volunteerism. . 

"We've had a lot of volunteers, but 
most don't last more than 'a day or 
two," said Maggi Castagna, educa­
tion coordinator at Little Canyon 
Center, which has about 36 emotion­
ally disturbed students ranging in 
age from 6 to 17, and where Ms. 
Goncher augments the three teach­
ers and three technicians. "They 

just find that these kids are out of 
their league." 

On fhe other hand, it is less clear 
how much Americorps is creating 
new public service workers and how 
much it is just creating a more at­
tractive environment for people who • 
would be doing similar work. 

In Arizona, Jennifer Larkin, . 25, 
was holding down three part-time 
positions with the Y.M.C.A., working 
with children before and after school 
and in ihe 118-<legree heat at sum: 
mer camp. "I really felt I was being 
used," she said. 

Now she gets her health care cov­
ered and the educational grant help-· 
ing to organize volunteer programs 
for Parents Anonymous, .which 
works to prevent child abuse and . 
neglect. 

Dorothy Cuppernell, 20, whose • 
husband is with the United States 
Army in South Korea, originally got 
into the Americorps program in 
North Carolina because it was one of 
the few options available to a young 
mother that provided day care. 

- .,.,. 
She said her first position was at a 

school where she barely felt needed. 
Now, in Phoenix, she is at Tumble­
weed, a small social service agency 
that runs shelters and group homes 

' I 
I 

for teen-age runaways. ~nd the pro­
gram pays $75 of the $99-a-week 
child care cost for her 3-year-old ~ 
daughter. . . 

Barbara Tene$, 27, who works at 
another Tumbleweed sheltEir, was 
previously a youth-care worker for 
another social service agency an·d 
joined Americorps partly because of 
the opportunity for child care for her 
four children. Am~ricorps has a 
maximum amount lt will pay for 
child care and she is still waiting to • ' 
find out ho:,v much the state will pick : 
up to See if she can afford to stay in , • 
the program. • • . 

"I'm doing basically what I was • 
doing before," she .said. • . 

The majority of Americorps mem­
bers are young people without chil- . 
dren or with minimal . interest in 
health i1_1~urance. . . 

"Ther~•s not enough money in this 
to. do it unless you really want to 
serve," Ms. Gonch~_r _said. • 

But, in· the current b~dget-cutting 
environment, critics say, it is likely · 
that unless the program can docu­
ment· that it is increasing the volun~. 
teer pool, It could run into problems ·· 
in Congress. • ·, . •· •. , - • . . 

The Future 

Productivity 
Vs~ Priorities 

Americorps' future may dep~nd at 
least as much on how people in pow­
e: vie\V Government . a~ . how they 
v1ew the program. , : . , • •· • · . 

Mr. Gingrich says he has no great 
criticisms with the way the program , 
has been run, but he still thinks it is .' 
not needed. •. . .. . . • ., . ' • 

"I'm glad that Americorps· vagu~-
ly resembles the Peace Corps," ,he _ 

. said. "I'm willing to. bet money 20 
years from now it , won't. If , you_ 
looked at HUD, at the Model Cities I 
Program, the Appalachian Commis- : l 
sion, you'll find they will gradually -'. : 
be politicized, they will have a few ' 1 

scandals, they will then adopt more , 
rules and regulations, and presently '. 
they will be a mess." • 

' I -, 

; , . 
I 

So far -almost all the crijicism of , 
the program has come froin Wash­
ington. In the states and among 
those in academia who study volun- . 
teerism, there is general agreement • 
that the Federal Ggvernment can • 
play a positive role in foste:ing pub- , 
lie service and volunteensm and 
that the current moment is a propi- : 
tious one for doing it. 

Arthur Levine, the president of 
Teachers College of Columbia Uni- ' 
versity, who has studied volunteer­
ism on campus, said the nation was 
seeing a resurgence of public service 
on campuses and that a recent study 
showed that 64 percent or college 
students took part in some form of 
public service. • . . 

What is needed, Dr. Levme said, 
are structures and incentives that : 
allow that service to be sustained. In ' 
·its ability to foster a broad-based 

. ethic of community service, he said, 
Americorps is admirable and right • 
for the times. 

"The last Administration talked , 
about a thousand points of light," Dr. 
Levine said, "but that hasn't pro- , 
duced the kinds of programs that 
America needs. This is real, it's tan- 1 

gible, i('.s worth doing well. . 
"1his isn't recruitment fo r nation-

al activity. It's making things better • 
at the local level, which seems con- , 
sistent with everything that's hap- : 
pening in the country." . • : 

Whether it is consistent with cur- -· 
rent budget realities is another is­
sue. 

"Show me the priority list that 
k·eeps this alive and show me what -;; 
what ·you kill in order to keep this 1, 

alive," Mr. Gingrich said. "The ;; 
President's answer is, 'Don't have a, :: 
balanced budget, and your grand- " 
children will be glad that you bor- :: 
rowed the money from them to do :: 
this in your lifetime.' ;: 

"l think, frankly, that's ~rong.' ' " 
:I 

" " ·• 
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DETAILS 

Amerlcorps 
Up Close · 
-~ CURRENT RRST-YEAR 
-' . RNANCING • 
1

$376 million for 20,000 
Amer,iCorps members. 

; ·AUTMORIZ£D SECOND-YEAR 
. ' RNANCING 

$580 million for 33 ,000 
participants: 

■ COMPENSATION 

Living allowance of 
approximately $7 ,600 a year 
13nd education award of 
$4,725 for up to two years . 

■ REQUIREM~S 
Participants in most 
programs must generally be 
at least 17 years old, _must 
be U.S. citizens or ' 
permanent residents , and 
have high school diploma or 
G.E.D. or agree to obtain 
one before using education 
award. 

Timothy .Moore, a high school dropout in New Orleans, said the.Youth Action Corps, part of the Federal 
Americorps program, changed his life. H e helped_prcpare the beds for vegetables in a neighborhood garden . 

• - . . ' ·., , ,:_ . ::• . . -~·:: ·- ~ .. ·: ::.. ~ -. : - t .. -: ~ 

-·: ·~ ~ 
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Barbara T~nes, a mother of four, works with T umbleweed, an agency. that runs shelters and group homes tor 
runaways in Phoenix: She said she joined the program because it provided child care for her children. 
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Tl IE IIEnALO VIEWPOINT 

A baffling conservative assatdt on a w<ythy program 
M

. uch or whal is going on 
in Wash11•K'"" loday is 
ad111i11edl y puuling as 

we struggle to master the vocahu­
lary and undcrsland lhc philoso• 
phy or the Newt Fr o1111cr. Out 
nothing so batnes me as the con • 
~crvativcs' attack on Ameri • 
Corps, the 
fledgling 
halional vol ­
unteer service 
i11ganization 
that seems lo 
have been 
bar,1ized with 
Jo ,n F. Kcn­
n e d y 's 
immortal dee• 
la ration . ""Ask TOM flEDUR 
nut what your POLITICAL 
rnuntry can EDITOR du for you ; ___ ___ _ 
ask what you 
~an ,Jo for 
your country .' ' 

In its six-rn nnlh lire , Amer i• 
Corps has at1rac1ed 20,000 vol • 
untcers . most or 1hc111 late teens 
and 1wen1y-sorne1h i11gs. That's 
more than the Peace Corps. its 
older and well -established 
cous in, a11rac1cd dur ing its 
~c11i1h years in the I ')(>Os. 

people with hammers and saws 
a11tl a hunger to help who arc 
building houS(s throu&h the llab• 
ital for llumanity program, 
working alongside lhe prospec­
tive owner, and helping weekend 
volunteers learn the neus,ary 
skills. 

In Broward, lhey'rc volunteers 
who arc luloring teens on the 
vcfie of droppinJ out of school. 
The idea is rhal 1f the teens can 
keep up in their classes. nol only 
will they be enriched ixrsonally, 
but the community has one less 
youth - witli too much energy 
anti loo much idle lime amid too 
much lcrnptaliori - lo drifi into 
crime. 

In Miami's Ovcrtown Chit 
wcclccnd, AmeriCor~ volunlccn 
worked wilh families around 
Phillis Wheatley Elementary lo 
clean up a vacanl lot - Ions 1 
hangout for drug dcaler1 - and 
transform it into • community 
garden . ll's one le" place for 
crime to J.akc rool. And in Lil>­
crty City, volunteers help resi• 
den ls remove lead _paint from old 
apartments - paint 1h11, when 
eaten by children, can cause pc;r· 
mancnt brain damage. 

The list of Florida projccls is 
cyc-openin~. some rural , wme 
urban. In Pinellas County, volun• 
lrers assist police every day, 
while al nigh\ lhH allcnd cla.nct 
loward a police c:ertilication. In 
Frostproof, they · work with 
elderly farmworkers - an over• 
loohd an4 vuh;l,C;J11hlt JI.OUP. ~f 
P~Qplc. . . 

·1 hat apparently 111eans liulc lo 
S1>e aler ( ii ngr ich and the GOl' 's 
(1t1c1gcnl consc1 va1i vi: w ing. In a 
speech last wecl lo the Hcpubli ­
can Na! ion al Comm ittee's winter 
inecling. Gingri ch d ism issed 
/\meriCorps as an example or 
•·coerced volunlcrr ism " 11,,1 
pecded lo be l<Xlled oul of the 
lc,kral budge!. 

John I' . Waller , pres ident of 
The New Citiz.cnsh ip l'roj c;c l -
en incubator of conservat ive 
lh inling and ally of Ging,ich -
\ugcd lasl week lhat conS(rv1-
1ives engage in ball le with Presi• , 
denl Clinton over AmeriCorp, •~ 
a way of clarirying their di ver• 
gent ph ilosoph ies. 

Meanwhile! n~riy 100 volun1 

lecl'I will (.an oy.,t lhrouJh the 
Evcr.11ladet. ' e~d P'Jorida ~• Y, 
hclp111J spcnltsU. l,o g.athcr · \he 
ecological data cnt1cal lo ~Villi 
1hat endan&elll<f jewel. 

This is riot, says Jim Brower, 
deputy director of Florid1'1 
AmmCorps pr<>Jram, a job1 pro­
gram. The pay 1s too small ,nd 
the hours loo long for 1h11. 

" Amcr iCorps embodies the 
bureaucrat ic populis m lhal has 
i,crnmc the va 11 a111 of big-go v­
er nmcnt liberali s,n ," Walker 
\1,1 JOI C. 
• So what is this C\ 1I that good 
conserva ti ves IIIUSI r,p rr um 1hc 
l>osorn or the frdrr •I govc111-
, 11 ~11 1'! In South 1>.11k , it's you11~ 

'"This is a program for people 
who wan\ lo make a dilTcrcncc," 
sa id the retired Navy officer. 
" Whal th is docs is enables ixoplc 
who miy,hl nol otherwise be able 
to voluntee r ~1111 serve the CO!ll· 
1111111i1y lo be ahlc lo tlo ii." 

The linancial rewartls arc 
clearly mini sculc. Each vol1111tecr 
gets S7.640 a year in salary, or 
S 116.92 a week, about half the 
minimum wage. Thal weekly sti• 
pend is roughly what a concrcss­
man makca in two houu (1101 
counting the lobbyial-paitl 
perks). The maximum hitch is 
lwo years . • 

In addition. for every year ol 
service, the federal government 
agrees lo pay S4,7U toward col ­
lege or vocational 1chool 
c,penscs. 

What makes lhis allack more 
punling is that the AmcriCorps 
would seem lo cncourace the val ­
ues thal conscrvalivc1 lake so 
much pride in emphasizing, 
ri&htly so. 
the program, of course, 11 

erected atop • found ation or 

chari l y loward other, . 11 al so 
insists thal those people who 
hcnclit fr om most AmcriC01p, 
progrMns also conlribulc lo it. 

When volunteers work in an 
inner-city neighborhood helping 
resid~nts rnakc their houses sare 
againll burglaries, the residents 
7 through homeowner associa ­
t urns and other means - arc 
asked lo contribute a portion or 
ArneriCorps' costs. Typically , 
they llrc also enlisted as workeu 
in 011,cr nci,ghborhood projects 
letl by Amer1Corps volunteers. 

It ' s part or 1ha1 citiun com­
pact : with every right comes a 
responsibility. 

Moreover, all bul a few of 
A111eriCorps· projects aro con• 
trollctl by the community in 
which lhcy occur - not itnpoS(tl 

on them from Washington , n.r.. , 
or Tall aha~ec . The vul1111t rr rs 
arc not even redcral cmpl nyces; 
they draw ft.c ir pa yc hcc l:s fr om 
lhe progra11~in which they work . 

So much 1~11r llig Ci nv crn111cnl. 
As kind -/ ear1cd as Ameri­

Corps may ,e, it ' s also a hard­
headed busl11css investment fo r 
taxpayers . I or one th ing, the 
local community gels far more 
from each forker than would 
otherwise he possible 10 buy on 
the open ma1kc1. 

And - just as with the Gl Dill 
- every pe nny we spend 011 a 
volunteer's salary and tuiti nn 
will likely come ha ck to the U.S. 
Treasury many times over. The 
college education will enable the 
ex-volunteer lo command a 
higher ~lnry in the job market , 
which mean s higher income-

,._,_,d r11o pho lo 

RE ADY TO WORK: AmerlCorpa volunlee~a In Dede County were sworn In by President Cllnlqn 
vlasa telll lo at lhe Miami-Dade Community Colleoe downlown campu& In Soplombor 

\a,cs newi ng back. 
Th" is 1u,1 -- or ,lu1ulcl11'1 hr 

- a l>c1 11 u.:r a1 vc r,u s Hcp11hl1-
can IS SUC . ,\111 011~ its ha,lers 
have hccn 11 S. Sen . Connie 
fl.l ack of Fl 1111da, a ltcpublican, 
an,I his colk a~ue , llnh (iraharn , a 
l)c111 oc ra1. f-ormer l'rc, idcnt 
Bus h , upport~d the program and 
prcs idctl tlu1111g pilot programs. 

Anti it rnay be 111>truc11 vc to 
note that in 1hc 10 Florida coun­
ties wh r re ArnrriC'nrps is active , 
lhc GOI' is dominant 10 the poli ­
tics or all but one (llro"'arJ) 

It w1111 IJ be disheartening to 
su,ltlcnly ,cc co11grns1011at 
Hcpuhl ic ans ,tampcJc into line 
hr hintl Ci i11grich because or his 
(l<'. rsnnal and 11111,tllcss hatred of 
go vcrn111r111. There is an irony in 
that. 

The spcal cr, l11s new hool deal 
asiile , has SJ>t:111 his hrc tlcpcn• 
dent on income from the puhlic 
treasury . I le grew up as lhc SOIi or 
a military ulficcr. allrntling gov­
ernment -financed schools. 

Afier allending graduate 
school (which he was able lo tlo 
bccau~ he applied for anti 
received a stutlenl dcfcrmc111 • 
rr om the drart , unlilc so ma ny uf 
l11s peers 111 the I 960sl. he wa, . 
hired as a professor at a Slate cul- · 
lc ge . I le now, of cour,~. draw• 
111s salHy from you anti me . 

Perh aps Ciingr ic h rnight. 
change h is vi ew or Amer iCu rps if 
he took its approa ch to public 
serv ice . lie could forgo his ,alary 
and perks 1n fa vor or the S? ,640 
>tipcnd for the nnl \wu yea" . 

Thal woultl be a star t. 
llul of course hr doina l11s ser vice 
in f'ongress he d miu out on the 
chan ce Lo help people d irc.:11)' 
who have been lhrouih diustcr 
or arc hopina to avert one; he'J 
miss the chance 10 e1perienec the 
fear and frus1ra1 ion or thuse who 
try to lcatl 8ootl lives in cr ime­
ridd led ne ighborhoods ; he'J min 
the joy or tea chin¥ a ch ild to 
read , thereby opening his or he r 
mind to a worltl of wonder anJ 
oppor1uni1(; he "d miss rhc true 
mcan ina o JfK"s cla rion call 

l\l o~ t or al l, hc"tl 1111 » rh o 
cl1Jn,c to ga1 ha 1narc riJI lur ,1 

grol _ second bnok ... n apolug1~ 
ror l11s firs ! 



Clinton needs to save AmeriCorps 
WASHINGTON - ,.....~'"-='~--, 

House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich wants to kill 
the Clintoa adminis­
tratioa·s national ser­
vice program be­
cause, he claims. it is 
.. coerced volunleer­
ism." a tortured con­
cept he just invented. 

The man who had 
a $4.5 million book 
deal approves af vol­
unteerism. mind you, 
he just disapproves 

Marianne 
Means 

when it docs not spring from :a selfless 
desire to work for free. but actu:illy 
results in concrete rather than purely 
spiritu11l 'n!waTd. 

Cute Newt.speak. Clever Newtogo­
gt.1ery. This is the rt!:QSt convoluted act 
since Rose Mary Woods demonstrated 
how she struck a foot pedal barely wilhin 
reach to accidentally er-.ise 18 crucial 
minutes from a Nixon Watergate tape. 

Ct would be hilariou:s were this not 
suc-h serious business. 

The president's program, called 
AmeriCorps. puts young men and women 
at worlc on public service projects for a 
year at the minimum wage. They are 
rewarded with S4,725 in education vouch­
ers. to he put toward college tuition or 
paying off college loans. • 

They c-ommit to a regular full week's 
"".ark. unlike the traditional unpaid Ging­
rich-preferred volunteer, who serves per­
haps an hour or so a week. when he or 
she can (ind time away from job and 
ramily responsibilities. 

National service corps participants 
:.re not forced to join this program; they 
rnust apply of their own rr~e will. No 
coercion iJ; involvt-d. No government ropf' 
snares them in. no federal trap compels 
them. Far more people are clamoring to 
get in the procram th:\n funds c&n 
~up port. 

And government incentivt."S to prompt 
people to do wh:it they should be doing in 
the first place is a social policy :is old,!; 
c-ommunal living itself. Harry Truman is 
famous for remarking upon the irony of 
this phenomenon, but even he was a 
latecome~ lo the idea. 

AmeriCorps combines idealism and practicality 
opportunity and responsibility. What could be ' 
wrong with that? It has President Clinton's name 
on it, that's what's wrong. The resurgent 
Republicans would like to wipe out every trace ot 
Clinton's presence in the White House. 

Republicans. In fact. have no ohjec­
-tions to such stimuli when they come in 
the form of t.a."t hre.alu, tax credits or 
subsidies to lure private industry or 
wealthy individuals into preferred devel­
opment, investment or regulatory strate­
gie3. 

THE SERVJCE CORPS is a dome,lic 
version of President Kennedy's famous 
Pc:ice Corps. It is · designed to encourage 
good citi-zenship, provide needed civic 
service and help deserving young people 
go to college all at the same time. 

It combines idealism and pr:lcticality. 
opportunity :lnd responsibility. What 
could he wrong with that! 

It has President Clinton's name on it. 
that's what's wrong. It might-, if Jell. intact. 
become a positive part or his historical 
legacy. 

The resurgent congressional Republi ­
cans would like to wipe out every trace or 
Clinton's presence in the White House. 
He has mightily orrended them by revers­
ing major policies of the Reagan-Bush 
era and shining some spending from the 
Pentagon toward domestic Initiatives. 

The national service corps, a Clinton 
campaign pledge, is the one program with 
which the pre3ident is tota·Jly identified. 
"It represents everything r w:inted to do." 
Clinton says. 

The Republic:ins complain that it is 
j ust more pork from big Democratic 
spenders. They hope that by slapping a 
big government label on it th('y can do in 
the program just as they did in the 
Clinton health plan. . 

But AmeriCorps volunteers are Ml 
reporting lo some big new burea ucr.icy. 
They go to work for established loc:il 
commun~ ;md philanthropic groups that 

are already serving the public in a wi, 
range of ways, helping nood victio 
repairing low-income housing, bringi 
supplies to elderly shut-ins, teachi 
illiterate adults Lo read and so forth.. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT officials. r 
Wa.shington hureaucau, chge~ whi 
organizations are to be helped. A sm 
federal agency with a powerful inspect 
general was created primarily to monit 
costs and conl1ict.s of interest 

The cost. as federal budgets go. is r 
much. The progrJm will fund 33,C 
service jobs this year on a S350 milli 
budget. It could eventually put 100,( 
young men and women to work - a 
help them go to collei:e - at a cost ors 
billion. 

Republic-ans also contend tlut re1 
hursing volunteers is bad policy,becal 
it will discourage millions of yo1 
people .)ready doing co01muolty serv 
.from offering their services fod'rce . 

This ·1s unrealistic, not to say hy 
critical. ·. Most current volunteers se 
intermittently, part-time, and are tin 
cially :secure. The program i3 aimed 
providln{! reliable , consistent ser, 
from young people needing financial h 
to go to coll~ge who arc :ilso depend 
up<Jn earning :in income for daily :1ur 
al. 

Presid~nt Clinton vows to fight 
AmcriCorps. It is one of lht! places he 
chosen lo dr-3w a line in lh<' s:rnd agJ 
the aggressive GOP ch.illengE'. Ht' 
correct on the merit.s . And it is 
minimum pluck he must show if he i 
earn 3 second lerrn . 

■ Marianne Means is Wasn ington , D. 
1. columnist wrth Hearst Newspapers. 
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Volunteers 
or Not, They 
Get It Done 

By SARA ENGRAM 

D
on' t call mem~rs of Amert· 
Corps volunteers. As anyone 
connected to the progran'I Is 

quick to point out. they're full -Ume' 
workers. You won't find many "vol­
unteers" who spend 40 hours a 
week or more on the Job. 

But for some Republicans the 
term Is a handy buzzword for lgnll • 
Ing a partisan debate. "To replace 
voluntar1sm with bureaucrats Is 
wrong." says House Speaker Newt 
Gtngrtch. 

Supporters of AmertCorps - and 
of the Ideals of national serv1ce -
are ready with their answers. .. 

' 'They're not replacing anyone. 
savs Rhoda I)oc;ev. lormcr president 
o(Gouchcr College and chair of the 
GovCTT1or's CommisSlon on Service. 
the board that oversees Maryland's 
AmertCorps efforts. AmcrtCorps 
funding 1s available only for projects 
that arc not being done by anyone 
else. If these workers clldn't offer, 
these scTV!ces, nobody would. • • 

Hilda Peterson. 45. a mother of 
seven children In Cum~rland. has 
learned first-hand the needs that ex­
ist In her communltv. As an Amcri· 
Corps worker In Western Maryland. 
she has been able to extend a meal· 
delivery program for senior citizens 
Into a rural communlt\' where elder­
ly people were getting no help. 

Often. Ms. Peterson says. these 
people were existing on diets of 
crackers and applesauce simply be­
cause they were unable to prepare 
more nutr1t1ous meals. Her most sat­
isfying cxpcrtcnce Is the aid she has 
been able to prov1de for a woman In 
·her 90s. cr1ppled w1th arthrtUs and 
llving alone In a farmhouse several 
miles from her nearest neighbors. 
"Helping her has made the whole 
th1ng worthwhile." she says. 

In Baltimore. 28-year-old Scan 
Stevenson. an AmertCorps worker 
who Is tutoring In a city elementary 
achoo!. cites the first-grade child who 
spent her days In silence ~fore the 
program began. Now. he says proud­
ly. she's such a confident IJtUe gtrl. 
·she talks all day." ' 

Ms. Peterson and Mr. Stevenson. 
like those AmertCorps members who 
were present In the House chamber 
for President Clinton's State of the 
Union message this past week. are 
volunteers In the sense that they 
asked to participate. But these days 
aoldlcr~ also \'OltL"lteer for the army. 
and even members of Congress vol· 
untartly nm for office. Yet orice 
they' re In service to the country . no 
one e..=ts them to serve for free. 

In contrast. AmertCorps workl·r~ 
come close to woiking for free . The~· 
earn only a small ll\'lng allowance . 
usually around $600 a month. pl11s 
about $ l .20C a year In heal th b(-ni- · 
fits . for most of them. the cnlln ·· 
mcnt Is ;:i vc,uchcr for S4 .725. lo 1:Jc· 
uscc r,,, educatlon and collcrted onl,· 
after they have complete-d a year of 
sen ire, or I. 700 hours of work. 

Their one-year sen1ce to Amerk.a 
costs about $ i 3,000 each. 20 per· 
cent of which ts covered by the pro­
grams In which they work. 

Meanwhile . AmeriCorps mem ­
bers are plowing plenty of reward!> 
back Into the communities . Tha!'s 
especially true In Maryland . With 
854 people scn1ng In some 18 d!JTC"r· 
cnt programs. Maryland now has 
more AmertCorps m~m~rs per capi ­
ta than anv other stale. The ~nef:1, 
they pro\'1dc don' t come Just In dol­
lars and serYlces. but also In th t 
spark oflmagtnaUon that helps com­
munities pull together to find local. 
small-scale. non-bureaucratic solu· 
tlons to problems. 

Th.\t 's another place defenders or 
national service differ s:iarply w11 h 

;the critics. AmenCorps encourag•-;c 
pannershlps that would seem un ­
likely In other contexts. In Baltlmorr. 
Mr. Stevenson works In a program 
called Enable. which offers a rang~ 

: of sen ices under the auspices of Bal· 
umorc Reads. Inc.. the School of 

. Pharmacy of the University of Mary­
land at Baltimore and Commun 11,· 
Building In Partnership. lnc. • 

As Dr. Dorsey notes. we live In a 
society that believes in solutions. Wr 
tell ourselves that If we can define- a 
social problem and dt'\'lsc a wa~· 10 
uickle It. we can soh·c tt. But tha1 
kind of thinking has ofle1! led to ex· 
actly the kind of cxpensi,e and e-x­
panslve government effons tha1 
Speaker Gingrich and his allics dc­
test. 

AmeriCorps has a different phi­
losophy. It puts a premJum on small ­
scale approaches and on findinf! 
ways to leverage local resources . 
both In money and time . Many 
AmcriCorps programs make usc or a 
" cascacllng" model of voluntarism . 
In which AmcrtCorps workers re­
cruit and train voluntet"rs ror \'artou~ 
projects. who In turn recrui1 and 
train other volunteers. thus mullt ­
plytng the rewards many tlmes O\'er. 

'ihi s Is a nol ·\'ery-cxpenst\'e way 
of uickllng problems th al ha,·e nol 
been amenable to solutions on a 
grander scalc." Dr. Dorsey says. 

AmertCorps gets things donc -
from feecllng hungry people and tu ­
toring students to taking health sen·• 
Ices door-lo-door and cleaning up 
public areas. No wonder President 
Clinton considers AmeriCorps onc of 
his proudest achievements. 

Sara Engram ls cdltorial -paPc di· 
rector(?! The Evening Sun. J 

SUNDAY, JANUAAY 29, 1995 



STANOARO-UKE5 

HEW BEDFORD, HA 
OAILV 43,903 

SATUROAV 

JRH 28 1995 
BU.RRELLE'S :...~•=--= PK 

167 k .... . y 

(i°'is irrational to cut Community service 
by George Keverian 6 J-q 7 n-r· ---------------- meaningful im.pact on their communities. 

In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Throughout the commonwealth, Each and every one of us who engages in 
" life·s persistent and most important community service learning is community service - whether by teaching 
question is what you are doing for others." b • I bl h" recent immigrants to learn to read, 

Thls year, The Massachusetts National and ecom,ng a va ua e teac mg participating in a local food drive, or 
Community Service Commission (MNCSC), a too/, instilling in young people 8 coaching little league - should be very 
24-member body appointed by Gov. William strong sense of civic proud. By engaging in service, you are giving 
Weld, joined the g>rporati(!~Jor National responsibility and volunteerism. of yourself to enrich your community and 
;Service jn celebrating Martin Luther King ----------~------ your nation. 
Day by making it a day to reflet on our You are also engaging in something 
commitment to community service and our · uniquely American. Americans should be 
power as individuals to create change in our violence prevention and conflict-resolution proud of their long history of meaningful 
communities. techniques. community service. It is this sense of civic 

Sadly, our new speaker o( the House, Newt And, students al Lpsalle College are responsiblity and volunleerism that makes 
Gingrich, does not share this view. Rep. providing educational outreach tirograms to our democracy work. 
Gingrich saw Jan. 17th as an opportunity to local schools on HIV / AIDS. As the former speaker of the House of 
announce the he was "totally, unequivocally Throughout the commonwealth, Representatives of Massachusetts and a 
opposed to national service." community service learning is becoming a public servant for more than 35 years, I am 

Here in Massachusetts, young people are valuable leaching tool, instilling in young inspired by the number of citizens 
making a difference in communities people a strong sense of civic responsibility throughout the commonwealh who are 
throughout the slate. MNCSC and the and volunteerism. serving their communities. 
Corporation for National Service alone fund Above all, these young people are giving of I am encouraged that Americans are again 
U service programs throughout the themselves and giving back to their making service a national priority and that 
commonwealth. communities. By engaging in service, they many of us are choosing to make helping 
• Young people are working with are committing themselves to imi>roving the those in our community a personal priority. 
~ommunily-based organizations to address lives of those around them. This i!l truly an As Dr. King so eloquently stated, "make a 
vital community needs and to strengthen the inspiration in a time when many people are career of humanity . .. and you will make a 
work of these organizations. disillusioned, having lost their faith in greater person of yourself, a greater nation 
• In Revere, young people in the YouthSTAR government, in their corQmunilies and in of your country, and a finer world to live in." 
program are working to immunize each other. ll is very sad that Newt Gingrich does not 
low-income residents. Through community service, people are agree. 

In Springfield, Americorps members are working hard every day not only to help George Keverian, former speaker of the 
providing legal assistance to battered those around them, but also to restbre our Massachusetts House of Representatives, 
women. faith in this county, and our belief in positive lives in Everett and is the chairman of The 
• ln Worcester, young people are working in change. Rather than despairing, these Massachusetts National and Community 
the schools lo teach middle school children individuals are findin& ways to have a Service Commission . . , . 
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~ EDnORIAL 

AmeriCorps: Good, 
,. not 'biJf government 

1.,; 1- -'ll-l J 
There 1s much tnat President Clinton has done wrong. 

'·And, whether he will admit it or not, it was his perfor­
. mance and that of the Democrat majorities in both hous­

,_ es of Congress which Jed voters to change government so 
, , dramatically last November. 
. Republicans still crowing over that victory - as well as 

··; the slight right turn to Mr. Clinton's state of the union 
; speech - should take care that they don 't kill any worth­
:;· while programs in their rush to stamp everything the 

president did as "big government" and therefore bad. 
,. One such program, Amer iCorps , may be the most 
, important that this president has ever or will ever pro­
.:,duce. Given its relatively low startup cost - S350 million 

· ( 

THE ISSUE 
Should Congress be 
allowed to kill the 
president 's nat ional 
service program? 

- and its high rewards -
a chance at college for 
young Americans who 
might otherwise not be 
able to go and the reward 
of he lping others - one 
wonders if that isn 't th e 
primary reason that Newt 
Gingrich and others wan t 
to kill it. 

Mr . Clinton called it 
"citizenship at its best" Tuesday. Speaker Gingrich has 

• scoffed that it is really "coerced volunteerism," despite 
the fact that the program is voluntary. He also worries 

~ that it will keep young people who alread y volunteer fo r 
' free from doing so. never mind that unlike the fulltime 

national service program volunteers, the bulk of those 
.young people volunteer for just hours a week. He adds 
• that people should help others without regard to financial 
•·reward . (Please, someone remind Mr. Gingrich of one of 
• Mr. Clinton 's more clever soundbites Tuesda y: "Mem­
! bers of Congress have been here less than a month but by 

the end of the week - 28 days into the new year - every 
l member of Congress will have earned as much in con­
! gressional salary as a minimum-wage worker makes all 
1• year long.") 
.. The program, which allows Americans 17 and older to 

earn educational grants by doing community service, has 
: begun modestly. Just 20.000 people are working on 350 
projects. For their full-time commitment to this "domes­

. tic peace corps" they earn an allowance of about $600 a 
month . After about a year of work, they receive awards 

;, worth $4,725 for higher education. 
; Mr. Clinton is right to champion the program. Wh ile 
his inclusion of AmeriCorps volunteers at his speec h 

'. Tuesday was theatrical, it also was effective. 
'. Take Cindy Perry. Mr. Clinton said she teaches second­
; graders to read in AmeriCorps in rural Kentucky . Mar­
. ried as a teenager and now a mother of four. Ms. Perry 
says that AmeriCorps inspired her to get her high school 

'equivalency. She'.s using her AmeriCorps money, the 
president says, to go to college. "She gains when she 
gives," he said. 

Here is a tiny sampling of some of the other useful 
1 things the 20,000 volunteers are doing to help America: 

helping flood victims, repairing low-income housing , 
tutoring, teaching the illiterate to read and bringing 

• meals and supplies to shut-ins. And all of this for a rela­
tively small price. Even if the program is expanded as 
intended to put 100,000 young men and women to work, 

~ the cost will still be small as government programs go: 
$1.5 billion. 

Mr. Clinton has vowed to fight to save AmeriCorps . To 
win, however. he must convince members of Congress 
that the program is not "big government," but good gov­
ernment. 
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~-Building QD shared values 
,, .. 6.;...'17/J,.--r' 
'-' ; President Clinton went to Capitol Hill on Tues- emment, Jess federal spending. And the new Re­
-~ay night to stake out common ground with a Con- publican leadership claims leadership of a revolu­
c::-:cress now controlled by the Republican Party. He lion in that direction. But President Clinton re­
~\Outlined. in broad strokes the importance, in na- minded the public Tuesday night that the 

tional policy, of social and fiscal values supported revolution began two years ago. 
on both sides of the partisan divide. And he cast "For years before I became President," he 

--nis own record in the light of having begun the said, "I heard others say they would cut govern-
work of advancing those values. ment and how bad it was. But not much happened. 

His State of the Union speech was more bully- We actually did il We cut over a quarter of a tril­
pulpit than programmatic outline, but he did use it lion dollars in spending, more than 300 domestic 
to mount a lively defense of one endangered pro- programs, more than 100,000 positions from the 

.. ,ram, his national service corps or Arnericorps, In federal bureaucracy in the last two years alone." 
':fact, Mr. Clinton cited the program as a concrete The president's bragging list went on: Mohair 

example or how enlightened national policy can subsidies finally got axed. So did 1,200 Agriculture 
support broadly held societal values. Department field offices. The small-business loan 
: "Opportunity and responsibility," he said, 0 go form shrank from an inch thick to a single page. 
Jaand 1n band. We,ean't have one,without the other, And the government's 10,000-page personnel man-

nd our national community can't hold together ual, declared hopeless, was just thrown away. 
ithout-both." Decisions already made will reduce the bu-

Americorps supports those linked goals. It reaucracy by another 150,000 positions in the com­
elps instill a sense of civic responsibility by put- ing year. And the deficit is expected to decline for 
ing young people to work on grass-roots comm uni- the third year in a row - the first time that bas 

~ improvement projects. And it helps ensure op- happened since the Truman presidency. 
i:J>ortunity by providing them a modest stipend It's a more-than-respectable list or accom-

-oward the cost of continuing their education. plisbments and rebuts the Republican assertion 
. But Mr. Clinton invited bipartisan coopera- that they are the only ones willing and able to rein­
. lion on a far wider range of issues. The invitation in federal excess. Neither party can credibly claim 
was expected, of course, but this political necessi- sole rights to fiscal responsibility. 
ty has much else to recommend il The country's best hope for continued prog-

America has had enough of partisan bickering ress toward budgetary prudence lies in bipartisan­
and congressional paralysis. Democrats eager to ship. The same is true on social issues. 

ive Republicans a taste of their own obstruction- Democrats and Republicans alike believe in 
ist medicine should think again. Likewise, Repub- protecting children, empowering people, strength­
licans tempted to show uppity Democrats who's ening famil ies and making communities healthy 
boss now should remember this is more than a po- and safe. Wise policy will be guided by such val-
litical game. ues. They don't belong to any political party. 

It is government of, for and by the people. And They unite us as a people and define a com-
''the people" are less concerned with partisan mon ground on which our national politics should 
win-loss tallies than with the well-being of the be played oul The president has invited Republi-
ountry and the security of its future. cans to join him there. The nation will benefit if 

They want, among other things, smaller gov- they do. 
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With Americorps, 
e:,.~,A.P-Y cooperation 

President Clinton has served notice that he 
will not let Republicans dismantle his national 
youth service program. In making that declara­
tion, Clinton may well have been looking for a 
good fight with new GOP House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, who has denounced Arnericorps as 
"gimmickry" and "coerced voluntarism." 

But the Arnericorps issue also presents the two 
men an opportunity to do something they 
periodically claim interest in: cooperating, when 
possible, in the qu~t for better government. 

Just JJNJJ ~ inw the administration, there 
are more Americorps participants, 20,000, than 
there were Peace Corps workers at the zenith of 
that program. In exchange for working on 
community-based and community-run programs, 
the young people receive minimum wage, child 
care assistance and tuition assistance for college. 

Gingrich and the Republicans talk a lot about 
wanting to cut government social services and let 
private charities take up the slack. But even 
non-profit groups must have somebody to do the 
work. And one of the best sources of that labor 
would be "a steady stream of young, altruistic, 
energetic, exemplary (and cheap) workers." 

·That's Newsweek's Joe Klein's description of 
, Americorps. 

Klein quoted a youth shelter director in State 
College, Pa., about the Arnericorps volunteers: 
"They've come into the community and done far 
more than we asked or expected," said Dawn 
Taylor. "Their job is to tutor the young people, 
but they're not content with that. 

"They are so enthusiastic and energetic. And 
there are a 1qt more ways we'd like to use them; 
if we could." 

The catch is that Americorps workers cannot 
-supplant public workers - a concession made to 
win votes of Democrats in Congress who support, 
and are supported by, public employee unions. 

And, Inevitably, some of Americorps' efforts 
are more effective than others. 

Rather than fight over the very existence of 
Americorps, the speaker and the president 
should collaborate on improving It 

These two will not lack for "take-no-prisoners" 
confrontations. A program this Idealistic and! 
valuable deserves a more constructive approach. ; 
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( \ ~ AmeriCorps 
\ \Keep Ointon ere~ activ~ 

\ E t. 1. ., , _ r'l , ~OIT_ORI~~ _. 

T
. he hands-On spirit of President Bill Ointo~ 5 

AmeriCoIDS enhances the State of the Uruon as 

1

1 
viell as mid-Michigan. · rightful 

• : National service corps w~rke~ took their 
place in the audience for 0i~ton s State of the 

, Union ad~ Tuesday r.igh1.. d 
: Their work clearly demonstrates ho"'.' ~te-fe . er· 

al partnerships help revitalize commuruties. Their 
labor helps pays off college loans. 

i Last fall, Michigan's first U.S. De~ent of Ag· 
rtculture AmeriCorps crew began helpm_g rru:ners 
tj:mtrol runoff to the Grand River. To:ey identify po­
tential sources of ~undwater pollution - a first 
step toward prevention. to ist 

1 In all, AmeriCorps as.signed 15 wor~ers ass 
farmers in six watersheds protect their gr?u.ndw~­
ter Each put in 1,700 hours for a $12,000 li~­
~~d, education awards for college_or vocatio 

!$
. ining, health insurance and a child-care 
lowance. l 

• , watershed areas include the up~: and 0
;~ 

drand Kalamazoo River, River RaiSm, Blac . ver, 
Pine River and an area in Leela?a~ and BeilZle 
counties that drains into Lake Michigan. 

'. AmeriCorps should be protect~ and preserved 
regardless of changes in the Washington pow~~ t 
structure. A national service pro~ C?~; 

0 

cbllege loans remains a non-partisan pnon • 
.. 
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State of the Union was Bill Clinton at his best 
G 1..., 7 Al • · o H, IT was sweet. 

I still can't decide what was 
the best part of Tuesday night's 

annual State of the Union ritual. 
Was it watching Peggy Noonan, the 

Republican speechwriter, make a fool of 
• herself on NBC by comparing President 

Juan R. 
Palomo 

Clinton's speech to his 1988 disaster in • Clinton turned around his presidency, 
Atlanta when he single-handedly put the but it certainly was one of his finest 
nation to sleep? moments and it showed the Republicans 

Was it watching Newt Gingrich that they have nobody - not the dour 
squirm as he found himself applauding Bob Dole, not the barmy Newt Gingrich, 
the work -0f AmeriCorps, ~~.!!L~ not the blustery Phil Gramm - nobody 
~ed to _kill becau~. as he claims, who can match Clinton at his best. 
it's coerced volunteerism? And he was at his best. 

Was it watching Dick Anney, the chief (I'm not talking about the content of 
foe of a minimum-wage hike, looking his speech, just his style and delivery, 
dumb and glum when Clinton reminded and its effectiveness. Like any good lib­
Americans that members of Congress in eral, I was offended by his immigrant­
their first month in office, were already bashing and his attempts to out-conser­

, earning more than a minimum-wage vative the conservatives on welfare and 
, worker would earn in an entire year? other issues.) 
i . Was it Phil Gramm behaving like him- Compared to • Clinton, New Jersey 
self, only more so? Gov. Christie Whitman looked and 

J Was it any of. the· othe~ n~merous •• sounded like · a tired, late-night infom-
, sweet iron.lea of B111 Clinton s meht, one • mercial host. • • 
1 the Republicans clearly expected to be • It was a long speech. But who cared? 
_- theirs? Americans love a great speech, even 
··: No, it was simply watc~g and listen- when they disagree with the contents or 
Ing to one of the best political speeches · the person delivering the speech. More 
_ln recent years. . than 80 percent of those polled by three 

ci,..~~:,U-~ .. ~t-~~e,~~--the -~~h~ that-:. ~etw~~~.-~~~.~r. Ii~ it. 

Even rhore amazing, more than three­
quarters of those polled by ABC said 
they· liked the idea of raising the mini­
mum wage and an almost equal number 
said AmeriCorp_s should be kept. . 

• The sf)eech's popularity is not surpris­
ing, fot Clinton was able to turn the 
tables cm the GOP by making Americans 
- for t.hat one night, anyway - see the 
congreilsional Republicans as part of the 
problern instead of the solution. 

His insistence that he would not allow 
Medicare to be cut, for instance, had the 
effect bf making people believe Republi­
cans are bent on taking Medicare from 
old people. Never mind that Newtists 
have never really come out ;md said it. 

His admonishment that they "just 
stop" taking all those freebies from lob­
byists succeeded in making the Republi­
cans appear as the instruments of the 
lobbyists (if Dole thinks it was a cheap 
shot, it obviously was effective). Never 
rnjnd that Democrats - Including Clin­
ton - have done little to curb the lobby-
ists' influence. . 

His comparison of congressional sala­
ries to those of people on minimum wage 
was a stroke of genius (even if it wasn't 
original) because It brought home to 

-viewers in stark terms the reality that 
members of Congress continue to live a 

I . '-- . . ., ' 

pampered, luxurious life, the kind that 
most of us can only dream about. Never 
mind that the president obviously has no 
intention of fighting the minimum-wage 

. increase battle. 
And for those of us who wondered why 

Clinton was not striking b~ck at the nas­
tiness aimed his way by Gingrich, Ging­
rich's mother, D_ick Anney and other Re- . 
publicans, now we know. Clinton was 
able to stand up there Tuesday night and 
talk convincingly about ending the parti­
san pettiness. He didn't say the Republi­
cans were being nasty, but he didn't have 
to. 

Clearly, this was one of Clinton's best 
nights. His speech will help his slumping 
ratings in the short run. But will it save 
his presidency? Probably not. He's in too 
much trouble already. He will never be 
able to discard all of his personal . bag­
gage and the electorate won't be shif.tjng 
back to the middle anytime soon . . 

But what this speech cannot ~o for 
him, the Republicans just might. All you 
had to do was look at the faces o( his 
;:,otential opponents in the audience (~nd 
picture Danny Boy sulking back homf! in 
Indiana) to understand that if Clintor1 is 
renominated without much of a brutsfug, 
his re-electio~ can't be ruled out . . • u·:, 

•-mill: 1uen1kle11t.c1m . • . • 
• ' . J 

• I 
' ' , •.. 
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Clinton's mid-course ·correction 
It was couched in the ·rhetoric of reconciliation. Clinton's passionate defense of the assault 

The talk of smaller g"?Vernment an9 less regulation weapons ban passed last year ·was the dramatic 
could have come out of the Republican "Contract high point · of the speech - "I \\ill not let that be 
with America." But underneath the cooperative repealed" he repeated, and we applauded. He was 
tone of President Clinton's State of the Union ad- right to defend the proven crime prevention pro-
.dress .is Jlll ..&genda .that differs markedly in sub- __ . ..._-£Tam ........... s ... as=-w_e_ll_. ____________ -.. 
stance.and philosophy from that of the new Repu~ Clinton captured several worthy themes in his 

. lican majority in Congress. emotional championing of Americorps, the 
It is an activist, progressive_ agenda that shows program that has put 20,000 persons into senice 

'Clinton now seeking to move forward, and not on in their communities. Americans have to "give 
his heels as he was in November. He hopes that something back to their communities and their 
his "New Covenant" ean be a viable alternative to country," he said. 
Newt Gingrich's Contract. Americorps, he said, is "the essence of the New 

There are aspects of Clinton's approach that Covenant, and we shouldn't stop il" This contrast­
are unrealistic. His embrace of further reductions ed sharply with .Speaker Newt Gingrich's recent 
in the' budget deficit is welcome, but excluding con- attack on the program as "gimmickry'' to which he 

. sideration of even minor changes in Social Securi- is '1otally, tinequivoc.ally opposed.·• 
• ty, Medicare and veterans benefits undermines his As these opposing views · indicate, the debate 
·:credibility as a l~ng-term deficit-rotter. • · -· -over national service is likely to be one of several 

In confessing that he had bitten off more than that define fundamentally the cur:rent political phi­
he could chew on health care last year, he acknowl- losophy of this Congress and the nation. Go,·ern­

:,edged the obvious, and a measured approach now, ment minimalists argue that _community serYi<:t" 
::.:_starting with insurance reforms, makes sense. But. should ~ voluntary and that t.ID.-payers should1 i·;: 

Clinton and -Congress should not forget that the be forced to subsidize needless bureaucracies. 
number of uninsured Americans is a disgrace. But even as confirmed a minimalist as Gov. 

On some. other issues Clinton is tardy. Lobby- Weld is a·1ongtime supporter of the Boston-ba:3eci 
ist and campaign finance reforms, for instance, CityYear, which has been copied by many of the 
should have been a first-year focus. We hope he 300 programs that are part of Arnericorps . . 
finally does turn the heat up this year. Clinton's embrace of Americorps makes sen~e 

Several other Clinton initiatives are ones we because it is not a huge central bureaucracy doling 
support, including a reasonable increase in the 011t cash but a small government agency distribut­
~um wage, welfare reform that focuses on ing funds to community-based groups, most of 
moving recipients to work rather than punishing which have strong prirnte support as well. In adcli­
•poor children, and modest middle-class tax reduc- tion to minimum-wage jobs in the community, the 
ti.ans that are fully funded by well-advertised bud- program gives participants the promise of help in 
get cuts. Clinton was also on the right track prom- paying off college loans - a powerful incentive. It 
ising to crack down on illegal immigration. For a generates some of the idealism of the Peace Corps. 
nation of.immigrants. the only way to keep the Government's job - and we believe·this is what 
front door open is to lock the back doors and win- most voters want - is to conduct its business eff ec-
dows against illegals. tiv·elv. not g-o out of business. 
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blaSts AmeriCorps progral11 

Speaker of the House Newt Gin­
grich, R-Ga., claims to be a col­
lege professor by trade. Despite 

this, the good man is out of touch 
with the needs of the workaday col­
lege student. 

Gingrich recently blasted the 
AmeriCorps ni!tional service l>ro­
gram, President Clinton's brain­
child, · as "coerced volunteerism." 
The Ame_rjCQfE!. program allows 
students to pay off their college 
loans by working in non-profit pro­
grams. AmeriCorps allows students 
who do not want to enter the mili­
tary .to finance their education by 
serving their country upon gradua­
tion. The program has been hailed as 
a "Peace Corps for America" and a 
"G.I. Bill for the '90s." 

But Newt doesn't see it that way. 
He derides the program as "gim­
mickry" and a waste of money that 
will only give limited benefits to col­
lege students. 

In one respect, Gingrich is correct. 
This is "coerced volunteerism," but 

Stephen Thibodeau 
TEXAN COLUMNIST 

only because the current economic 
situation nearly forces those who 
can't afford school otherwise to 
enroll in the AweriC.9rps program. 
If they don't, students will need six 
years to finish school, and they'll 
graduate with a massive debt bur­
den brought on by student loans. 

Gingrich's own Contract with 
America does attempt to give incen­
tives to those attending college. 
Families paying for their young­
sters' college education will receive • 
a big tax break under the Contract. 

Well, that's fine and dandy - ff 
your family can pay for college in 
the first place. In essence, Newt 
wants to reward those who can 
already afford to send their kids to 
school. Imagine cutting out the 
AmeriCorps program so the money 
can be used to give tax breaks to the 

rich! It's a classic case of social strat­
ification aldng the lines of class. 

In addition to these tax breaks, 
Gingrich also proposes eliminating 
subsidized government student 
loans altogether. 

This would mean that students 
would need to pay interest on any 
student loan immediately after tak­
ing out the loan. In the sum of 
things, only the bankers collecting 
the interest would enjoy this situa­
tion. 

As a history professor, Gingrich 
should know the implications of his 
plan. Prior to World War II, college 
education in the United Stales was 
primarily reserved for the rich. Only 
after the G.I. Bill allowed millions of 
servicemen the opportunity to 

. attend school did college enrollment 
skyrocket. A reversion to the days of 
college as an exclusive club of the 
elite w uld damage our society as a 

• whole. Allowing all economic levels 
an opportunity to get a degree 
encoutages understanding of the 

cultural, social and economic patch­
es of the American fabric. 

Granted, the AmeriCo'rps pro­
gram is not perfect. Currently, only 
20,000 students are enrolled in the 
program, which doesn't even equal 
hall the student population here at 
the University. But the program has 
been in existence for only a year, and 
spending on the program will 
increase in 1995. 

The AmeriCorps program merit5 
more time to develop and prosper. 
The lack of enrollment due to limit­
ed funds is not an argument for its 
abolishment. It is a call for tnore 
development and study. 

Gingrich needs to end this dema­
goguery against the national service 
program. . , 

AmeriCorps is a win-win situa­
tion: students win and society wins. 
Let us college students decide 
whether or not it is "gimmickry." 

Thibodeau is a graduate student 
in Asian studies. 
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-Official defen4~ national service program 
An Associated Press Repor£/ Jq 0K·totally, unequivocally opposed to Corps to talk about their experien, 

w ASHING TON - The nedgling 
natt_onal service program known as 
AmeriCorps - targeted by Republi· 
can budget cutters - builds leaders 
and ls more than worth the money 
It costs, a White House official said 
Tuesday. 

"Taking responsibility and earn­
Ing opportunity - that is what 
AmeriCorps ls all about," national 
service chief Eli Segal told a Capitol 
Hill news conference. The program 
allows Americans 17 and older to 
earn educational grants by doing 
community service. 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
has threatened to cut the program, 
calling it "coerced voluntarism" 
and "gimmickry." He has said he is 

national service." es to prove his contention that sue 
Joining Segal were four Amert- programs create leaders and : 

Corps participants who were Invited more than worth the money. Tb 
to sit with Hillary Rodbam Ointon current budget for AmeriCorps 
to watch the State of the Union ad- $580 million. 
dress Tuesday night. "It taught me a lot about matu 

"I'm not too much up on politics. lng. It taught me a lot about fello, 
jJI I ..know is that it's made a differ- shl_p," Rep. Tony P. Hall, D-Obi, 
ence," said Cindy Perry, a ·mother said of his Peace Corps service i 
of Jour from Franklin, Ky. Thailand. Of the national servic 

Perry joined AmeriCorps in Sep- volunteers he has known, Hail sai, 
tember, helping second-graders "They carried this commitment an 
from low-income families boost zeal Into every part of their lives. 
their reading skills. Since then, she AmeriCorps - a President Cli: 
has earned her high-school equiva- ton-sponsored program passed t 
!ency degree and she is planning to Congress In 1993 - bas 20,0( 
use her educational award for col- members working on 350 progran 
lege. to Improve education, public safet 

Segal also invited five members human services and the enviro· 
of Congresswho served in the Peace ment. 



E. J. Dionne Jr. 

Back to Citizenship 
llowe SpeAker Newt Gingrich per­

formed a huge service for President 
Ctinl.00 last week. No, this bn't about 
that book deal. It's about Gingrich's 
att.aclt on Clinton's national service pro­
gram. By forcing Uie president to defend 
national~. Gingrich has given him 
a chance to rJuft the political debate 
from a moldy contest ovu Mmore- or 
"less• government to one about prior 
questions: What should government do 
in the first place, and what obligations 
do democratic citizens have toward each 
other? 

The service program is certainly 
worth defendmg in its own right, and the 
best arguments for it have been made 
over the years by conservatives. It's 
true, as conservatives have said, that 
bureaucratic charity is not the prefered 
solution tu :;ociaJ problems. Far better 
1<1 have citizens engaHed in helping each 
other, J)t'rso11-lo-pt:rson, and to do so 
Lluoogh local, volw1Urily established in• 
stitulKJIIS. 

011~ ul the 111%t u.-,dul picct-s ol work 
du11e by conStrvauve mttllt'C t11:1ls ovi:-r 
U1~ la i;! two clt:radcs was a 1977 t·ssay, 
• fo . E111pow1:r l','1.1plt•." by sociulngi,;t 
l'et!'r llc ri: i- r arnl 1he lti:v. HJd unl Julu1 
Nc·uli.:rns. They ;u l(IICd Lliat if 1:u,ern-
111e11l· rc:h::11Lll:~ly took over aU chant.a· 
l,le lwJC.tious, ii would e11J.li1gtr s,xi· 

ety's Mmediating structures• -the insti­
tutions created by families, communities 
and churches-that nurture individual 
virtue and "mediate- between govern­
ment and the individual. Government, 
they argued, should make strengthening 
these institutioos a central goal. 

That, roughly, is what the service 
program does. The volunteers for 
AmeriCorps, as the main service agency 
is called, do not work for a federal 
bureaucncy. They work for already es­
tablished local institutions that are try­
ing to solve problems: preventing crime, 
teaching literacy, immunizing kids 
against disease, helping the homebound 
elderly, rurbing teen pregnancy. The 
main function of the program's Washing­
ton arm, the Corporation for National 
and Community Servire, is to monitor 
the programs-not for their adherence 
to bureJ1ucratic rules but simply to make 
sure they're doing broadly what they 
clairn to be doing. 

Why spt:ml ilJIY federal money on this 
~mt u[ tlli11g? Because the voluntary 
St:Clor needs slre111<thc11i11g, and bc­
c.ausc fc<lcral muuty ~pt:nl s11pµlemcnl ­
ing volunt.ary a1.1ivittes ha :.. a b18 payull. 
A lot of volunten 01 gamzat 11111s ,He 
having trouLle fu1ding f>t!ople. M:111y par­
ents-both p;l!cnts - 11ect:!.~ti1ly ~i,cnJ 
so murh Lime wo1l;iug auJ Utcn ril.!sil1K 
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their kids that they don't have a lot of 
time ldt over. Eli Segal, who heads the 
service program, sees it as ~an effective 
way of filling in the holes- in the volun­
tary sector and a recognition of "the 
chords that bind us together as a peo­
ple. • 

This last point is why the broader 
argwnent raised by the service program 
is so import.ant. The idea o[ democratic 
citirenship inherent in the pref.gram is 
the one idea capable o( answering the 
problems o( two other ideas that are 
gaining currency in American politics: 
radic.al individualism and extreme multi· 
culturalism. 

Uoth ideas start at reasonable places. 
Almost all o( us are individualists in that 
we value autonomy and freedom. But 
radic.al individualism suggests that wc 
arc completely free agents, thus deuy­
ing U1e reality that our freedom tlept'nds 
on preserving a conummity that is civil, 
just . tolt:r ant aJtd nurturing of the other 
valu~s on which freedom depends. Apart 
from such a rnnununity, frec::dutn with- • 
crs. 

Multiculluralist :; started out with the 
hir ;11 1: un1c11t that too lillle .itte11tiu11 
wa~ p·•1d to the contnhutio11s. idl'as and 
u1tert:sls of groups other than afllut:nt 
wliile males-women, African Ameri· 
cans, Hispanic:;, working cla:;s people 

and others. Bu( pushed to the extreme, 
multiculturalists argued that lhe only 
forn1s of solidarity that counted were 
those within these particular groups. 

Those who value the idea of demo­
cratic citizenship argu~. against the radi­
c.al individualists, that preserving free­
dom is a cooperative enterprise that 
carries burdens of responsibility. We 
can't just walk away from social prob­
lems. Against extreme multiculturalism, 
advocates of democratic citizenship ar­
gue that our sense o( solidarity needs to 
transcend all our particularisms. Whites 
need to vindicate the rights of blacks, 
blacks the rights of whites, men th05e o( 
women and women those o( men. 

The Clinton administration has been 
obsessed with its failure to Mrommwli­
catc" its achievements to the American 
people. This is the wrong obsession. It 
implies that the American people .ire too 
dumb or too bamboozled by Republican 
propaganda to "underst.a.nd• all that the 
president has bten doing. 

What U1e admini:stration should worry 
about i.i1s1t:,1d is Ll1at it is losing the 
political argwucnl. Americ.a.11s have sur• 
vcyed wh:11 thry 51•e as a S(:rit:s of 
messes-crime, family brc.ikup. stag­
nating l.tvillg standards for nlill1y in the 
111iddle-a11d a majority has decided 
(tentatively) Uiat Ute bt:;l way to dca.l 

ost 
M, 

with all ol them may be lor government 
to do lilUe more than throw the book al 
criminals. Tllis is not the product u{ 
selfishness but a retreat from govern· 
ment that is seen as ineffective, intru­
sive in the wrong places and insufficient­
ly concerned with nurturing civic 
responsibility. 

There is a corresponding retreat into 
enclaves. Suburbanites, to pick one ex­
ample, are tempted to give up on the 
inner cities, figuring they have enough 
problems o( their own. Think of it as the 
suburban (or male or white) aJtswer to 
multiculturalism. 

Clinton and the Democrats won't win 
the argwnent unless they reverse these 
trends. One worthy way of doing so is to 
preach the rewards-and the obliga­
tions-of democratic citirenship. A gov• 
emment based on this idea d0t:s 1101 
pretend to have all the answrr... St ill 
le:;s d0t:s it claim Ute right to rt'place U1r 
civic instttutions of a free people with ti s 
own. Hut neither is it ilJI tndtlfercnl 
guvem111c11t, Lcrause it recognizes that 
guvenu11e11t ciUtcr strengthens ur ,-;;,ps 
the ability of citizens to livr togt'lhn . 
solve problems and accept their mor .11 
oLligat ions to e.ich other. In this telling. 
government is not some alien strur turt· 
out there. It becomes the realm of us all. 
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Back to Citizenship 
House Spe.iker Newt Gingrich per• 

formed a huge service for President 
Clinton last week. No, this i!;n't about 
that book deal. It's about Gingrich's 
attack oo Clinton's national service pro­
gram. By forcing Uie president to defend 
n.atiooal service, Gingrich has given hint 
a chance to 6hift Ute political debate 
h001 a moldy contest over "more" or 
"less" government to one about prior 
questions: Whal should government do 
in the first place, and what obligations 
do democratic citittns have toward each 
other? 
• The service program is certainly 

worth defending in its own right, and the 
best arguments for it have been made 
over Ute years by conservatives. It's 
true, as conservatives have said, that 
bureaucratic charity is not Ute prefcred 
solution to socw problems. Far better 
111 have citizens engaged in helping each 
other, person-to-person, and to do so 
Lluough local, volw,lMi.ly established in• 
slitut1011s. 

O11e of the rm~t u~ful pieces of work 
do11e by COl15t!Valive mttllert11:1ls Ovt'r 
the last two deC.1dcs was a 1977 .:ss.iy, 
"To Empower l','Oplt- ," by sociologist 
Peter Bcrgt>r and the Rev. l{ich:m.l Joliu 
Neuhaus. They argued Lliat if guvern­
menl rclenllcssly took over all dianta· 
Lie fwictions, it would enJ.mgcr s,xi-

ety's Mmediating structures"-the insti• 
tutions created by families, communities 
and churches-that nurture individual 
virtue and "mediate" between govern• 
ment and the individual. Government, 
iliey argued, should make strengthening 
iliese institutions a central goal. 

That, roughly, is what the service 
progrcUll does. The volwtteers for 
AmeriCorps, as the main service agency 
is called, do not work for a federal 
bureaucracy. They work for already es· 
tablished local institutions Utat are try• 
ing to solve problems: preventing crime, 
teaching literacy, immunizing kids 
against disease, helping ilie homebowtd 
elderly, curbing teen pregnancy. The 
main function of the program's Washing• 
ton arm, the Coll)Oration for National 
and Community Servitt!, is to monitor 
Ute programs-not for ilieir adherence 

• to bureaucratic rult!s but simply to make 
sure they're doing broadly what tlley 
clai111 to be doing. 

Why spt:nal any fe<lt!ral money on this 
l>Ort of thin1!? Because the voluntary 
sector needs slre111<thcni11g, and bc­
uiusc fet.lcral 111u11l·y ~JJt!nl supvlemenl· 
ing volunt.ary a•.1ivit1es ha~ a baii payoff . 
A lot of VGlunlet>r orgamzat1ons .ire 
Ii.wing trouLle funliril( fl<!llple. Many par­
ents-both 1i.m:11ts-w.:ce!-!,;lilly ~pend • 
su mud1 t.i111<! worki.ug a11J then raisil,g 
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their kids ilial they don't have a lot of 
tinie left over. Eli Segal, who heads the 
service program, sees it as Man effective 
way of filling in the holes" in the volnn· 
tary sector and a recognition of "the 
chords that bind us together as a peo­
ple." 

This last point is why tJ1e broader 
argument raised by the service program 
is so important. The idea of democratic 
citizenship inllerenl in the program is 
ilie one idea capable of answering the 
problems of two other ideas that are 
gaining currency in American politics: 
radical individualism and extreme multi­
culturc11ism. 

Dotl1 ideas start at reasonable places. 
Almost all of us are individuali~ls in that 
we value autonomy and freedom. But 
radical individualism suggests that we 
are completely free agents, thus deny­
ing the reality that our fret.-dom depends 
011 preserving a cormnwiity that is civil, 
just , tolerant and nurturinl( of the other 
values on which freedom dt:penrls. Apart 
from sud1 a commw,ity, fre.:dom with­
l'rs. 

Mullii:ulturalisl!i started out with lhc 
hir ,,11:11111l'nl that too little atte11tiun 
was p·•1tl to the contril,utions, id1:as and 
interests of gruups other than affluent 
whi,e 111alcs-wo111en, AfrilAII A111cri­
ca11s, l lisl)Jlucs, working class people 

and others. But pushed to the extreme, 
multiculturalists argued that the only 
forms of soLidarily iliat cowtte<l were 
tllose within these particular groups. 

Those who value the idea of demo­
cratic citizenship argue, against tJ1e radi• 
cal individualists, that preserving free­
dom is a cooperative enterprise Uiat 
carries burdens of responsibility. We 
can't just walk away from social prob­
lems. Against extreme multiculturalism, 
advocates of democratic citittnship ar· 
gue that our sense of solidarity needs to 
transcend all our particularisms. Whites 
need to vindicate the rights of blacks, 
blacks the rights of whit.es, men those of 
women and women those of men. 

The Clinton administration has been 
obsessed with its failure to Mcommwli­
cate" its a,hit!vements to tJ1e American 
people. Tllis is the wrong obsession. It 
implies that the American people are too 
dumb or too ban1boozled by l<epublican 
propaganda to "understand" all that the 
president has been doing. 

What Ll,c admini~lration should worry 
about iustc;ul is that it is losing Uie 
political argwnc11t. Arncrica.11s )lJve sur­
veyed what thry St 'C as a S<:ries of 
mcsses-nime, family breakup, stag­
natin1,t living stand;1rds for many in the 
middle-and a majority has decided 
(lenl..ltively) LI lilt tJ1e l>cst way lo deal 

ost 

with all of them may be for government 
to do litlle more than throw the book at 
criminals. This is not the product u( 

selfishness but a retreat from govern­
ment that is seen as ineffective, intru· 
sive in the wrong places and insufficient­
ly conccm<--d with nurturing civic 
responsibility. 

There is a corresponding retreat into 
enclaves. Suburbanites, to pick one ex­
ample, are tempted to give up on tht: 
ilmer cities, figuring they have enough 
problems of ilieir own. Think of it as the 
suburban (or male or white) answer ta 
multiculturalism. 

Clinton and the Democrats won't win 
the argument unless they reverse these 
trends. One worthy way or doing so is ta 
preach tlie rewards-and the obliga­
tions-of democratic citizenship. A gov­
ernment based on this idea docs nut 
pretend to have all the answer... Still 
less d~s ,t claim Llie riglit to rt'placc th t: 
civic i11st1tutions of a free people v.1th 11 :1 
own. But neithl'r is it an 1nrhfferl'nt 
govt'mmt:111 , IJC,illJSt: it relOJ:1UU:s that 
govemmc11t e1Ll1er strengthen~ ur :,.,p:, 
the aliility of citizens to livt· togt·tlu-1 . 
solve problt'ms and aci:epl tht·ir 111111 .al 
obligat1ons to t:arh other. In thi~ tdlini: . 
government is not some alien structuri, 
out Ll1ere. It becomes the realm of us all . 
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Can service corps surv1ve politics? 
SOME ~t~ are hard to de­

fend. The fledgling AmcriCoc-p$, President 
Ointon's national service plan. is not one of 

them. It's a spJendia~ to mf~cammmtties, 
socia11es mbiUtY;"~ expand ectw:a-

~~itidl7: fansc, that~ 
and libc:raJs alike can~i:.--... •• -

So are~--~ • •• to 
killo~rps1House~N~~ 
calls it •coerced voln~ • Hji}ii Last time we. 

no ooe~~:_\o ~ nc scrvi.ce· 
~~o.ooo meirlbeff areh;t. even volunteers. 
They get the mini ronm wage, health benefits. cltl1d care and an annual- grant of $4,725 to pay for 
allkge or vocational.training. 

An expcasive buteaucracy? Come on. The pro­
gram costS j~t $500 million a year, a pm.prick in 
ttie S t .5 trillion federal budget. 
. Even so, critics cbmplain that ~c cost per part~ 
1pant - about $20,000 a year- u too high. Thats 
in the eye of the beholder, of course. But the federal 
dollars leverage much more in private contribu­
tions - exactly the sort of public;,rivate alliaTJCf';S 
that Republicans say they want to encourage. 

Gimmiday? So says Gingrich. The facts arpie 

othawi.se. Am~Corps' 300 projeru around the 
country plug into c:xisting progr:um in public safo. 
ty, health care. the environment and. hoCIWI ser­
~ In 'Austin, Tcx:as, for CUlllJHC, participant! 
dean : up gaffiti, immunize needy childim and 
work :to improve relations between p<?lice 2nd the 
~~Jntmity; Nitty~tty stuff that ·nught not othcr-
wue ~ donc. • 
• ~s another aspect to this modest program 

-~t~tives ought to like: It revi~ the 
~ <:9ntract between citizeru and government. In 
contrast to entitlemenu, which demand ooth~ in 
return, national servk:e marri~ benefit to sacrifice. 
individualism to community. Participants gain sup­
port for their schooling. But society, too, co~ out-· 
ahead when the urban fabric i~ strengthened and 
the worx force i! better educated. • 

So realty now, whafs n-ot to like? Ifs hard to 
avoid the conclusion that the GOP objectioru to 
national service are not about voluntarism or big 
government but rather about embarrassing Ointon: 
Get ri<l of a probable domestic success story and 
deny him something to brag about in 1996. ff that's 
the aim here, it's a victory for political spite, not 
enlightened govemmen t. 



PUBLIC LIVES 

Bowling for Virtue 
Kill the welfare state, but save national service 

BY JOE KLEIN 

W
EEKS LATER, LIBERALS REMAIN MYSTIFIED BY NEWT But even if you empower citizens-as Gingrich might say­
Gingrich's inaugural speech to the House of Representa- Putnam's other factors won't go away. This isn't the 19th century. 
tives. Why all the compassionate talk about the poor? (No And where's Wesley? If the welfare state is to be scrapped and 

Democrat could get away with that.) Has Gingrich cha~~ his privatized, civil society will need steroids. Gingrich wants a tax 
stripes? Has be moved to the center? Become a statesman? In a credit for charitable contributions. Fair enough. But more will be 
word: no. He's been talking this way for years, outraged by the needed. No doubt, state and local governments can "nonprofii­
violence, anarchy and-despair in the slums-which he believes tize" many services-that is, pay private charities to do things 
are largely caused by liberal programs. He wants to eliminate the formerly done by bureaucrats. There is no reason social workers 
"bureaucratic welfare state." He wants to replace it with , .. need to be.public employees. But perhaps the most creative­
charity. He really means to do this. He proposes a "Wesleyan indeed, virtuous-role government can play would be to provide 
revival," in which virtuous Americans would feel morally rein- charitable. institutions with a steady stream of young. altruistic, 
vigorated, and give time and money to uplift the poor. "If every energetic, exemplary (and cheap) workers. In fact, a government 
American spent three hours a month helping someone_ who . ~Program '.~ntly has begun to do just that, and with great 
needed it," he said last week, "a lot of these • • : : ,= ·• - , ·= -· •· ,,;;-,,.~ -~- -, • • promise: national service. . 
problems would disappear." . : • ~Everyone talks about unfunded man-
. Gingrich. as always, offered a reading .-. ,.~ . dates-things Washington requires the 

list: 'ibe Tragedy of American Compas~ • ·, -:_ . states and cities to do," says Eli Siegal, the 
sion," by Marvin Olasky, which chronicles _.: director of A.mericorps.' "We're the exact 
an explosion of charitable giving in the late . opposite: a funded nonmandate." The 
19th century. He might easily have added • ~ states decide whether to participate, and 

&.-rtrude Himmelfarb's new hook, "The .. which local .programs to .fund. There are 
De-Moralization of Society," which argues • · . now about 20,000 young people working (at 

. that Victorian attitudes toward charity- . . •. minimum wage, while repaying $4,725 in 
and poverty-were not only admirable but . .. college loans per year of service) in · 350 

: quite successful Such. views are_ easily ,:::,; ·:,, nonprofit programs nationally. ,·, . 
~mocked.Dickens trumps-Himmelfarb. But}·~ .-. :;;\i Last,.week,.I -called .around to vapous 

..:_·_one :woriclers what .'.I>iclcens woulcLhave·f.:;- ;~::;privaie:groups \vho'velieen:using tlie: vol-
~:c: do~ with Jo~jii"'Elqers;·DorrnaShalala"iF$ t'$niteern/ and iliernp&rti~were uniformly 
:~-- and: your local/ 'insensate '. welfare 'office. ~/ ~.\~ nthusiastic:·~ey've ~come· into the rom-
.·' Poverty seems ~ont desperate, intdciable \~~ .-/ :. inunity and done far more than we asked or 

and amoral now~ it'did ahundrro. years' r . . ·''-• :i-'_'Jr' :r;;:~-c,-J_~~.,,,· a,u F.HILl~Il\OMJ:B-J/expected,'~ ,says_ Da~ Taylor of the St~rm­
. ago-when, as Himi:i::telfarb shows, rates of ·._: Beleaguered:.Nu.t11ne fors(tjefy? :;,;.:'•S: ,brealc,Youth·Shelter:,m State College, Pa. 
pauperism, crinie ·and illegiti.niacj were in '5""' :_:'( \ ;_·tJ;)_t~i~ _.,~:·XE•~~~,i-?# f; (which ·runs, ) imorig -o~er things j Newt 
_ s~. l~ng~~ ~~e. The ol~ ~1,5--:;a_societj.:.7 _ ]Gonsetvatives "';: :~shoul_d_ :not~-:'-:a~~P.P :~.o~~~ for _._ troubled teens). 

- wide msistence on moral_ behavior and ~emplary ;: ·':'.·:' -.?-- , , • "·' ::> • :s:-. ·•. ·. ~irtherr Job_lS to tutor the young people, but they're 
acts_'.-may be.the best way to lift the poor. But there • ~~eem -~Q_:Wa~t'-~- f not ·content wi~ that..: They've helped with fund­
.is a problem: the 'Victorian charitable ·explosion oc-' • Victona·n -- :::\ ;c raising telethons: and lots of other programs.~ ex­
curred at a moment ~en living standardsrwere· • . ·• · . , • ·: : j,andingthescope·ofcharitable?-ctivitiesinthecoun­
soaring and when there were far fewer dist:ract:ions. . . c~ry.ty, _b~t ;· d-Y· .(:::rhey . are_ so·. enthusiastic · and _energetic: And 

.• We don't seem to have the time, or the inclination, '. ·::who :hcis '.- .• : there are a lofmo~_ways v;:e: d lik~ ~o use them, if we 
for altruism anymore. Y: . _::~ • . _., -_,::.··: . .:.-: .. :·:._<~ . . • •. L.:.. • ' ? .-· • -: • could." 1!nfortunately,_ s~e can't: _Aniericorps volun-

.· Indeed, we seem to_ be movmg m the opposite · . • t,u: ~me. : . -,,,. , / .. t~rs cant supplant existing public employees, a reg-
direction: the number of volunteers for groups like • • • . __ .:::~iulation'-' that Republicans _should jettison if they 
the Boy Scouts and Red Cross has plummeted in the last 20 years. - . choose to ¢ontinue this program. (There is no reason why nation­
PTA participation is way down. The fraternal orders are waning. • al service-shouldn't bite off great chunks of the civil service.) 
Even bowling leagues are in decline-people · prefer to bowl But the Republicans may not · continue it. "I am totally, un­
alone-:-Harvard professor Robert Putnam writes in an elegant equivocally opposed to national service," Gingrich says. "It is 
article for the Journal of Democracy. Putnam attributes these coerced voluntarism . .. It's gimmiclcry." These are spurious, 
phenomena to several factors: less time (women go to work now), . kn~jerk arguments . . National. service .. is •. induced- not co­
increased mobility (people are less likely to put down social roots) \ erced-voluntarism, just as his tax credit for charity would be. 
and of course-television. Gingrich disagrees. He believes the And, gimmickry? As if term limits and balanced-budget amend­
aggrandizement of the bureaucracy has made families and com- ments weren't polyester 1egislative shortcuts. Programs that 
munities less relevanL;'People don't go to PTA meetings," he . work are miracles, not gimmicks. There will be .a fight over this. 
says, "because they don't like professional bureaucrats telling ·_But expect .the House Appropriations _Committee to follow the 
them how useless they are. When you emasculate citizens, .you • speaker's lead and kill national service-:-which seems the politi­
can't expect them to be very enthusiastic about participating."; -~:; : cal equivalent of drov.rning a puppy./~·:··<.·~< ·'._·i,•~-· . ·... ·- .. ... . . . . . . . ~ . ... . . . . . . •, . ·- . . 
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Give AmeriCorps a chance 
cE ... u~~0~~:f J!.!~~, ba~~~~~~!.~~'Jlif .6!t:~ing 

or fail, the youth corps program proud- stronger, more focused citizens and because 
ly promoted by President Ointon is be- it hasn't bad a chance yet. 

ing measured for the ax by House Speaker In this area, the West Seneca Youth Bu-
Newt 0"gricb of ~rgia. . .. . . rcau operates an AmeriCorps group of 16 

,;~~en~!J?SL, as !t 1S called, IS gmuruck- young people engaged in a wide range of 
ry m Gmgncb s VJew. He bas pronounced community service tasks, some of them in 
~~If "tot~lly,_ u?equivocally OJ'POS(:d" to Buffalo. The group spends two days a week 
1t. GIVen Gmgncb s power and prommence at the Food Bank of Western New York in 
since the 1994 general el~ctions, _th~ com- the city, for instance, and bas ties with the 
~ents ~ongly put Amer:iCorps ID Jeopar&f organization restoring St. Mary of Sorrows 
Just as 1t leaves the starting blocks. Church in Genesee Street. One day a week 

. It was only last September - ~ day· the is spent in educational acthities, including 
airplane crashed. on the White Holl:se efforts of the group's high school dropouts 
grounds - that ~ton held the ccremorues to attain equivalency diplomas. 
that started ~enCorps.. The program pu!5 The U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
you~g ~pie mto. one- or ~year public a smaller band doing mapping of Erie 
service _1obs carrying the mm1mum v.:age, County in conjunction with the county's De­
bealth msurance and ~ $4,725 educational partment of Environment and Plarming. 
':'()UCher for each year m the program. The 1 •gb b be th · t if 
voucher can go for college tuition vocation- t mi t av~ e_n more to e pom 

· · f de, I the first group m this area had been based al trammg or the payment o stu nt oans. . B ff 1 b t ti b b w t 
. - Surely the program deserves more than m u. a o, u apparen y s~ ur an . es 
tour months' trial. It bas the promise of ~neca won ou~ becau~ of pi:ior expe:1en~ 
providing direction and structure to young !'71th youth_ semce proJects. City . HaU 1s still 
people. It's not a handout. Clinton's attrac- m con~entl?n for gra~ts late~ this year. 
tion to the program was fortified in the Nationwide,_ Amen<;orps includes 20,000 
1992 campaign when his proposal repeatedly young J:>C<)Ple m 300 different pr<:'gr~ms. The 
drew strong applause from audiences. Republi<:3-11 Con~ess sh?uld l~t 1t live f?r a 

The president bas seemed ready to com- ~nt time and Judge 1t on Its result~ 1_n a 
promise in the face of the Gingrich whirl- fair_ ~ay, not through the filter of partisan 
wind, but on this issue be bas apparently politics. 
drawn the line. That's as it should be. He America's young people should be able to 
should fight for the program because it is expect at least that much. 

"' 
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•• - Def endin~nationt service . a 1 \., l\~to,\) . 
Gingrich is out o~un in attacld g the new program 

...... Hewt Gingrich has struck a chord with 
·.~J.m ~ against the welfare system 
.. and crune and bloated governments and 
-:.&aes. But national service? 

' The speaker of the House stepped over 
~ perceived mandate in attack;ing the 
'national-service proeram that was ~nacted 
. last year. His misstep has given the Clinton 
~jdministration a golden opportunity to find 
•ft$' voice. 
;-.. "I am totally, unequivocaly opposed to 
:pational service," Mr. Gingrich told News. 
o:111eek. "It is coerced volunteerism .. . . It's 
"-jmmickry." • 
' What it is, in reality, is 20,000 priman1y 
young Americans working with local organi­
, r.ations to tutor children, rehabilitate old 
-"housing, immunize babies, help old people, 
:light illiteracy and much more. In exchange 
Jhey get a minimum-wage stipend and help 
·in paying for college. 
-· President Clinton had dreamed of hun­
, di-eds of thousands of students giving ser­
,vice to their communities. Instead he got 
J0,000 the first year - still more than the 
Peace Corps at its peak- and nearly 50,000 
m three years. They won't change the world, 
)Jut they will help remake their neighbor­
·boods. And many of them, in turn, will have 
,a better chance of remaking their own lives 
through higher education. 

Yes, they are compensated. Mr. Gingrich 
might pref er a totally charitable gesture, 
but the compensation doesn't pollute the 
service and it most assuredly aoes not 
coerce it If there is a gimmick involved, it 
has not yet been revealed. 

This program won Democratic and some 
Republican support. It costs $500 million a 
year, which is not peanuts, but by all 
accounts lt is money that actually 'Yields 
grass-roots results and does not support a 
bureaucracy. 

It's a worthy initiative, one of Mr. Clin­
ton's proudest achievements, and it de­
serves continued funding. And the presi­
dent, on the appropriate occasion of Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s birthday, said that it was a 
program for which he would fight 

'!bat's great, but Mr. Clinton shouldn't 
stop there. It isn't enough for the president 
to wait for Mr. Gingrich to get ahead of 
himself and go after programs that he 
loathes, but that the public does not 

The House speaker is shaping the discus­
sion on the fundamental issues of the day -
crime, welfare, the role of government Mr. 
Clinton cannot afford to stand by waiting for 
miscues. He must define himself and tili 
vision and tum the discussion i.nto a debate 
National service is just a starting poinl 
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\ EDITORIAL _ AMERICORPS 
~ (c,'¼-- J=lelping communities is still a good idea 
RepuJi~ lawmakers should, and will, America. The bulk of the money goes to 

take the Clinton administration to task o.-er 
initiatives that cost too much and are not 
needed. But Mr. Clinton's national service 
program shouldn't be one of them. 

The program, Americorps, allows young 
~e to work for minimum wage in com­
munities across the-country in exchange for 
10vernment help in repaying college loans 
or vocational training loans. A kind of 
domestic Peace Corps, the year-old program 
provides an excellent vehicle for restoring a 
much-needed sense of citizenship and com­
munity right here at home. 

Yet, the new Republican leadership, espe­
cially House Speaker Newt Gingrich, has tar­
geted Americorps for the budget ax. He told 
Newsweek, •1 am totally, unequivocally 
opposed to national service. It is coerced vol­
untarism .... It's gimmickry." 

Hardly. It was a good idea when Mr. Clin­
ton made it a major campaign theme. And_ it 
was a good bill when approved by Congreas. 
Sixteen House Republican co-sponsors sent 
letters to their colleagues encouraging them 
to support the national service bill. -We 
believe national service is a basic Republi­
can idea and that the president's proposal is 
structured as a Republican would have 
structured it and that it deserves Republi­
can support," the letter said. 

Especially Republican about the bill is it! 
decentralization, both in terms of funding 
and administration. A third of the federal 
trust fund for the program goes to national 
nonprofit organizations like the Red Cross, 
Habitat for Humanity and Teach for 

bipartisan, independent state commissions 
that distribute the funds according to state 
guidelines. The application process is local, 
and local jurisdictions actually employ the 
youngsters. That means the people who 
know the greatest needs in their community 
can direct volunteers to that concern. 

T.exas, which has 14 program partners, 
has the largest number of participants per 
capita than any other state. The Greaterl)al­
las Community of Churches is the local part­
ner and is using its 49 participants to: tutor 
in elementary and middle schools, teach 
alternatives to violence, expand access to 
health care and improve nutrition and 
reduce hunger. And the volunteers are in 
the neighborhoods where their efforts can 
do the most good. 

Republican critics say the program costs 
too much. Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa says 
the cost per participant is more than $30,000. 
Eli Segal, head of the Corporation for 
National and Community Service, which 
oversees the program, told The Dallas Morn­
ing News that the cost is under $20,000. He 
aaid that Mr. Grassley includes such things 
as the donations of equipment and retired 
personnel by corporations being good corpo­
rate citizens. 

Costs do matter. But the potential benefits 
of this program - meeting unmet comm u­
nity needs, bringing youngsters of all ethnic 
and economic backgrounds together, help­
ing youngsters defray college costs, and 
instilling a true sense of civic responsibility 
- make it a worthwhile investment. ) 



~e-n.r~da.-g 

EDITORIALS 

Back Off, Newt 
Bill's AmeriCorps is a good idea 

The national ser­
vice program seems 
an unlikely place 
for a beleaguered 
DernocraUc presi­
d~n t lo make a st.lad 
?.g'::linst budgct­
ehoppjng congres­
siooal Republicans. 
rL's too new and too 
i.iex-pensive to have Gingrich 
developed much of a 
constituency. A counlry that. got alo~ with­
out it before President BiU cnntoa came 
aion, rould. surrive without it now. 

But lhi.s particular program. now called 
AmeriCorpe.. has ·Cliolon'l: fingerprints on it. 
He says be11 fight.~ ke~ it alive. We hope h.e 
means it. A vohlnlaty corps m~ a powerful 
.st.at.cmcnt.to young Ameri.caru that thcircon­
tributiom in cotnmunily ~ are nee<ied 
and valued.. Since it d~sn't ~ a huge 
bl.lr'e2UCtU.Y, even Republicans ihould like it. 

• AmeriCofl]S has ~bout l0.000 members 
working In more than 300 locslly run programs 
nationwide... It pzys the $4.25-an-ho,rr mini­
mum wage ror up to L,70O boun; a ye-ax, phis 
rr.rd1r::i1 insurance. l\!eml.Jer,; can i:etS$ mucb 
3S s-4,T.lS for pa">l or fulure con~e costs. 

But House Speaker Nem Gingrich, scent­
ing an op port.unity to tr-uh a ainton achi.e~­
ment, says he's ,.totaUy, uneQ1JivocaUy 
opposed to national service." With his usual 
giit for the colorful but in:lCCU!ate sound bile, 
he c.tlls it "coerced vohlntarism_" But this 
m:m'scoercion looks more lib! opporttmity­
.an educational one tl:Jal otherwise might not 
aist, :lS weil as ar'l opport.unily ~ patrioUc 
fclks to serve lhe:ir country and &tin su~l 

Congress ruis already apprn•,ed fuodlng fOT 

as many as 33,U0O AmeriCorps slots by ea.£1y 
rail. Clinton may no~ be able to expand the 

program a.s he'd like_ He a,ay even hirve to 
sbrioli:: it to keep the Reputllic3..D.'.5 at ooy. An 
experiment with meam--~g- by tying tu­
ilioo sub:ridie! t.o parental income for kids wi:J.o 
choose to go to college before doing their 
AmeriCorps stint - might also he worth a 
trial. Bul lhi-s is a program worth l'fghting ror. 
Ferr once. Clinton must fol'low Ulrou.gh. 
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AMERICORPS 

tProi!ram deserves a chance 
~ 9)1.°\,f\\ . 

President Clinton, who on some the need for a more capable work force . 
points has seemed almost too Because it uses vouchers for work 

~ willing to accommodate the new done, it avoids the default programs 
!AeJJUblican congressional majority, has that have plagued government loan 

taken a stand for one of the best programs. 8ecause it usually places 
evementa of his administration. He volwtteers in existing programs, it does 
OWlting a defense of the Arneri- not involve make-work or an extensive 

E
orps national-service program, which new bureaucracy. 

the latest target of House Speaker It gives young people some much-
ewt Gingrich. . needed work experience and often 
Jt would be a shame if Arnericorps makes them more aware of problems in 

lbecomes a victim of the Republican society. Ideally, it shows participants 

=rnment-cutting campaign. There the values and rewards of community 
so many other things more deserv- . involvement and might help revive the 
of the budget ax. · • • · • • . • · spirit of vohmteerism. 

• Far from an entrenched program that Arnericorps is not a handout; it in­
>h&S outgrown its usefulness and be- . volves work; it bolsters old-fashioned 
~ome a bloated bureaucracy, Amert- values of helping oneself and helping 
1COrps is a new idea and a new approach, others. 
181\ example of a more creative ap- In short, it sowtds like something 

. fproach to government problem-solv- that Gingri~h and company might have 
png. . . · . come up with themselvee. 

-a.INTON MADE a national-service 
a>rogram an important part of his presi­

tial campaign. Its approval was one 
his early legislative successes. Last 

h...,~tember, a satellite hookup helped 
µum swear in the first 16,000 Arneri­
i,corps volwtteers. Some 20,000 are in-
l'volved now. . 

The idea behind Arnericorps is sim­
fi>le. Young people work for a specified 
~ ln a worthwhile program in ex­

e for government vouchers that 
be used to help pay for higher 

cation or to pay off student loans. 
~e they work, they are paid rnini­
jnt\lm wage and receive health benefits. 

The potential advantages are many. 
?The- volunteer-aezvice program ts a 
!;~ way to help students and their 
~es deal wjth the soaring cost of 
lcollege. 

It encourages higher education, cer­
lt•ioly a worthwhile national goal, given 

Instead, Gingrich is attacking the 
program as "gimmickry" and saying 
that he wants to do away with it to help 
pay for the middle-class tax cut he's 
promising. ' 

Middle-class families who are soug­
gling to educate their children stand to 
benefit more from the opportunity 
Arnericorps offers than from the few 
dollars a tax cut might save them. 

The program should not be disman­
tled simply because it 1r88 created by 
Clinton. 

Clinton has promised to work with 
congressional Republicans to trim gov­
ernment and reduce spending, as he 
should. . 

But he's right to draw the line arowtd 
Arnericorps. 

Rather than an old, outdated pro­
gram that is demonstrably wasteful, the 
national-service corps is an innovative, 
fresh approach with promise. 

It desezves a chance to prove itself. 
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National service program 
: deseryes continued funding 
• (. \.u:M'1~\ . - tDITORIAL · R epubl.Ycans"m Congress appar- time for minimum wage in tiwareas 
• ently intend to drag President of education, human services, public 
. Clinton's national service plan, safety and the environment In return, 
: ~s ... to the federal budget the federal government awards them 
;<llopping block t."us year. up to $4,725 for,roucation benefits. 
• Although the president has given Although the program is a modest 
: tacit approval to some other items the one, it deserves congressional support, 
: GOP wants to ax, he is drawing the not the death'penalty. There are many 
: line at the two-year-old AmeriCorps. items in the federal budget that Gin­
: Clinton is right to fight to save his grich and his supporters ought to kill 
: young national service prog-ram. - including some of their own perks 
• Congress should be finding ways to and some questionable corporate give­
: encourage more national service, not aways - but AmeriCorps isn't among 
: eagerly awaiting the chance to slay a them. 
: fledgling pr()gram that appears to ac- What does the government get for 
: tually be doing some good for the its $500 million AmeriCorps appro­
: country. priation? It gets 20,000 young people 
, But House Speaker Newt Gingrich working, serving 300 communities 
·: has condemned the national service across the country in important roles; 
: plan as "coerced voluntarism" and it provides these volunteers with job 
: "gimmickry." So his acolytes in the skills and community and personal 
• House are falling meekly in line and values; and it assures them of fman­
~ planning the demise of AmeriCorps. cial help to continue their education. 
: Clinton rode into the Oval Office Only the most myopic budget writ­
;. promising a program of national ser- ers couldn't see the value in that kind 
'. vice, which had been advocated ye~s of investment in America. 
: before by Clinton's allies in the De- Congress should be looking for ways 
: mocratic Leadership Council. With- to expand national service, not devis­
• out a lot of fanfare, AmeriCorps began ing plans to retreat from it. 
: in 1993 and now has 20,000 young peo- . National service is one way this 
: ple working for it. country can begin to heal from with-
' The volunteers work full - or part- in. And that is worth the investment. / 
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EDITORIALS 

• Let National Service 
Survive Budget Cuts 

HouS(' Speaker Nc~1. Gingrich says he wants to eliminate a 
natiunal ~m:t- c,f ent.it!emcnt, fo t.raMform American C'Ult.ure into 
one in which citizens value work. . 

Given thRt, it.'s hard to undc,~tand why Americorpi; natJon11l •,· 
servic:-e is high on Gingrich's list. of programs Ui cut. . ·,' . ' · : 

'fhe national service program is PresidenJ Clinton's pet. projeci.. •• .. 
He campaigne.d for it., worked .with Congr~k'S to deliver it, a:nd ··no~:·, 
hru; v~»ved to fight. for its cont.inuanc.e. • .•• . • , ,- . • 

But this debete shouldn•t be eoout. partisa.r:i polit.ice. lt ought·to·. 
fOC'us on the program and its potent.ial' benrfit.s not. only.' to. the : • 
participants, but. to nil of us. . 

Americorps includes 20,000 young pooplq ,w~.ci .work. full,,<:>r _par:I, ._. .· 
time at. 300 differenl com munit.y service prog,-ams across ·the· ·· 
oount.ry. The you this ere paid minimum woge and get. help N!pa~ing 
student. loans. In lllinois, 270 Americorps worker;: perform uisks 11s 
varioo as running aft('r-6(:hc,ol prC\grams, helping the home!~ and . 
planting gardE,ns. . . 

The prog~a.xn· U!tVNI " t.wc, w,)rthy i:oals: It. -enc-.ouro!(os young 
peDple to perforni unglamorous work in their C'~•mmunit.ies, nnd it. 
makes a (:{)liege education more ac:ressiblc . . . 

Th1: r,rv!(rum is c,xp~ruiive.~ $500 niilli(•TI 't.hi;. . yi.,;,r . and $700 
rnillic,n in fisc.ul 1996. CuU.ing it. wc,uld procluc,e Mving:\. 

But at. wh11t. pricx: ultimately? 
Even Gingrich S/1,Yll he believe~ t.hat. b\1dget. cutl.c:n; ou~nt. to focus 

on redefining the role of the fodoral government. Thot means 
look in,: at each progr11m and nsk.ing one question: Does this program 
hove a national benefit, or does it merely Lenefit. the region where 
the money is ~pent. or the int.ere:.!& on whom it is spent? 

An!;wCJring tho! question hc,nest.ly rould lead to elimination of 
mnny prc,g7om1s 11lrcedy on the cutting block. But the national 
serv\co pwgram ~houldn't. be among them. For from boing tho 
"roerc,ed volunteerism" that. Gingrich charges, national S(,rvice is a 
oompact. of mutual Interest between citiieris and soclet.y that. is 
bru:ed on shared r(:Sponsibility, not. on ent.itlernent. • 

On this issue, P_resident. qioton i$ absolutely tight .nnd Gingrich 
ls wrony,. Lot :,r,ntic,nnl sorvkc wo~~-· •. • • • . 

.- ' ' . . ' 

Make Election Laws C.Onsistent 
Tht Chic.ai;o Eloctiun Commission made tho right. clecisinn. 
0,, ,.. 11 .,..,, ,ir"\n o ~"""it•lt\rl f,.\,v,·, t,-.. •~-• '- -- '' · • • •• ' • • 

' . ' • . ' . .. ~·-

Y£STERPAY UP CN 1l4E STAIR 
1 SAW AM.Ml ~HO WA:iT 11,l~E 

~E. WASNTW 
AGAlN 1 

I WIS\.t TI-IAT 
WOULD(d. 

.. . .... 11 

--
.:' :. ·-

GOP Dilermna: to Cut o_r Not to i 
I nan interview Monday, form11r E:tste Sen . Thomas number l•f unfuncl<-<l rn1111clntc1- passed \ 

McCrac-ken Jr., chairman of the Regic,nel Trans• But. that l~gielatic,n i~ prospr.ttive. It. we, 
port.at.Ion Authority, Wft..!I oskod what effect tho estirnntL'<l $8.9 billion tu .$12.7 billion 

change~· in 'Washington wouJd havo on local t.ran~it mandet(:$ pass-e<l by Coni;re,~ in the !ast. ·1 
: . issues. With a Chicago-based public relations adviser ''Wn!'hingtun i~ not fl •r.used on whot.i.J 
,.• .. t\t. .. ~is E:jd~, the suburhao ,Republican wok a deep .the plan,." McCrorken says. "AU fhi 
' hreat,h_.and anB\li'CfOO?"roejor .. challenges." ,• elimi'nRt ini:' unfunded mandates is pros 

•··. ·• • W~l~_oJ:rt~ : t-0 ~he trick~• -ne_w 'v.•orld • of • • ' ·!ihoi:\d nr,1 lose _nperr.ting sul 
.. - GOP .. po_litl~, With a consress1on.el major• ,-.-----..:-.- J , W(• hnvr ou1twnt1c mondet~ ro 
• ity promising steep tax e;uts and a bal• l;'¾fjff1P! Mc:Crarken plans to .. ~ 
an~ct b';J_dgH by 2002. Ren11h!ic-J1ru: -.,,...,. • 
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EDITORIALS 

Let National Service 
Survive Budget Cuts 

H<•llM> Sµeahr Ne~1. Gingrich &eyt he want& to eliminate a 
national sens~ c,f entitlement, t<• transform American cult.ur-e iolo 
one in w}.ich citiuns value v.•c,rk. 

Gi\'en th11t, it.'& hard lo undc.~t.and why Amerie:orpi; not,i(l{lll) 
servic:-e is high on Gingrich's list. of programs to cut. . 

The national service program le President Clinton's pet. project. 
Hs ,uimpaign,d for ii, WOTked .with ,congrt!~ un3elivet it, nnd:-now· 
has v9we-:l to fight. for its continuaoc-e. • • 

But this debeu, shouldn't be alioi..it. partisAt:i polilice. It ouglit to . 
focus on the pr(lgram and its potential benrfitii not onl_y" lo. the - • 
participants, but to nil of us. 

Amerioorps includes 20,000 young poopll)_,Wl!.o ~ork Cull._or .. P!lr:1 
lime at. 300 diffeN!nt. community Bef'iN? programs across the 
oount.ry. The youth11 are paid minimum wage and get. help repaying 
student loans. In Illinois, 270 Amerioorps workert: perform lflsks a& 

vorlE:d as running after-schc,ol progr-ams, h~lping the home!~ and 
planting gar<lE,nt:. 

The pr()gta.rn- .ser,•e.a ·· twc, W•Htby ({Ollls: It -cnr.ourai:cs yc,ung 
p&(lp\e to pe.tfonri un~lsmorous work in their <'<•mmunities, n11d it. 
makes a uillr"i;e education more BC'ressible. • • . 

Tht r,rvl(rBrn i,; ~>:p,;r,;i,•t': S500 niilli<•h ·1hi;. }'~l',r and $"700 
milli<•n in fis,til 1~96. Cutting it wc,uld µrocluc·e s.eving~. 

Uul at whl\l. priC'(: ultimettly? 
Even Gingric-h 5-1\y~ he belie,·e~ that. b\ldgct. cut Lc,r-s oui:ht lo fO<'u8 

on redefining the role of the foocral government. Thnl means 
looking &teach progu,m and nsking one question: Does t hi9 program 
have a national brnefit, or d~ it merely Lenl'fil. the. region where 
thf money is ~pc,nt.C\t the interest& on whom i\ h &pent? 

/\n!!wc,ring tho! qut&tion hc,nestly rould lead to elimination of 
many progromll ti lrcod)• c,n the cutting blork. But Uie national 
!;Ctdco program shouldn't. be emong them. Far from being the 
"c~rc·.ed volunteerism'' that. Gingrich r.herges, national Mirv i~ is o 
comp11ct. of mutual interest between citiiens ond oocl<,t.y tbat is 
b~sd on shated responeiliility, nol on entillement. 

On this inuc, P_resident Clinton i, aqsolute\y rl_gh\_nnd Gingrich 
16 wrong. L:ot ·r,atlconal servir.e work_. 
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A 
'ftcr acing \\l.{e s o crit 1c1sm or e1t'.H1 '<'<' • maga1.me pu 1s e an tn terv1cw 
being altogether too compliant wher,C~l' turned up the torch. For Gingrich. 
with the new Republican Con- AnYeK<t_w represents "coerced volunta­
.gress, Pr.esid.enl Clinton .has final- "-rlsm, ' ·gimmickry" and a balloonfog. cost­

ly dra·wn a line in the sand. The issue? His ly government bureaucracy. He implied 
national service program, known as Ameri- he 'd work to kill the program. 
Corps. For Clin ton, the program is a symbol of 

During the 1992 campaign, Clinton made his brand of activist government th .i t en ­
his proposal for young Americans to work courages personal responsibil ity. Speaking 
in community service in exchange for col- in Denver Monday, he said it represen ts 
lege tuition grants a cornerstone of his plat- "everything I want to do." It is "the one 
form. Then he had visions of a grander pro- achievement I was most proud or• in his 
gram, but his deficit -reduction program administration . And AmeriCorps' director. 
demanded a little sacrifice. Eli Segal, announced that Clin ton had told 

Clinton settled for a plan that this year him that, "This is a program I'm going to 
has some 20,000 youngsters working on fight for today, tomorrow and forever." 
about 350 community projects nationwide. Th:it's more consistency than th is nation 
Participants work at kast 1.700 hours a has seen from Uill Clinton in a long time . 
year in exchange for $4,725 per year for And frankly , it would be refreshing to see. 
college. The cost to the taxpayer is $590 AmeriCorps is a sound concept at a reaso n­
million this year, with a $1 billion price tag able price, and it comes at a time when 
expected next year due to expanded enroll- more and more students are finding it ex­
ment. . • tremely difficult to pay for college educa-

From the start, House Speaker Newt tions. Clinton has staked out a reasonable , 
Gingrich has opposed the plan, but Monday bottom line; we'd like to see him defend it. 
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WALL_8'l1HEEri1 JULiliNAL 
Despite GOP Criticism, National Setvice Corps 
Wins Praise Among Participants, Com~~~ities (UJ~~J) 

~~ \g l~~S-By JoB DAVUlSON 
SI.a.ff R•porre~ af TH2 W .-.L.L Srn11:t:T JoUllNAL 

AUSTIN, Texas - Sharon Brown, a sin· 
gle mother or three, credits Joining Presl · 
dent Clinton 's national service corps with 
gMng her life a new zeal . "I love it," says 
Ms. Brown, who works with residents ln a 
low-income Austin neighborhood. "l llve to 
come here every day." 

But House Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
many olher Republicans in Congress don't 
love it. Though a ttny speck in the budget, 
the national service program, known as 
AmeriCorps, ttas become a big ~ymbol of 
the clash between Mr. Clinton and Ille new 
GOP Congress over the role of government 
in Americans' liver,. 

To the president, tile program to in· 
valve younger people in a kind of ,;~o~es­
tic Peace Corps" is an example of llm1ted, 
nonbu.reaucraUc government to help deal 
with community problems; on Monday_, the 
president de-scr\bed It as the "one achieve­
ment I could say I was most proud of." To 
Republicans, Amer\Corps, with ~n annu~ 
cost of S20,000 lo $30,000 per partic1pan1, 1s 
an expendable government program the 
GOP-controlled Congress may decide 
America doesn ' t need. "We just don 'C have 
to fund it," says Sen . Don Nickles of 
Oklahoma. 

Amer!Corps's parent body , lhe Corpo­
ration ror National and Community Serv-
/~ ice. in what may 

,{~~ have been an ome~. 
;."-L-5;,.,, ,,,.,.,.· ·--'~ was formally 1mt1· 

;;:_. • · ?';.' :',~- ated in September , 
r •: ,:./:';_,,,_ .. · ·· _- ,i~,~ t~e sa~e day a sui-~•;. /.~.;.,; ~-r c1dal pilot cras_hed 
(j _ • .• f~~a. • ,,, .- .. his small plane mlo 
fi :,:. . .. ;;"1 '··· the south lawn or 

; ·s,: ··-:{~>.. the While House . . 
•• ·,:·~·- · ~-· :(./ The nalional serv· I 

~ ... ,.- . I 
:,,-;;1{': • ice launching cere· 1 

·... mony was moved to I 

Rli SronJ 

the norlh side . With 
a budget of !1.5 biJ • 
lion (lVPT thrPP 

moted a.s a " New Democrat" ielea. 
"AmeriCorps isn't big government," ar­
gues Eli Segal, who heads the program. 
;' ll's smart government thal helps people 
help themselves." 

With about 20,000 mernl:lel'i ln more 
than 300 projects across lhe country , 
AmeriCorps already has more participants 
than the Peace D:>rps dld al its heighl. The 
members, as they are called, aren't volun· 
leers. They receive the minimum wage, 
plus health benefi ts. child care and a 
scholarship grant or M, 725 for each ye-ar of 
tull-Ume service to pay for college or 
\·ocational training. Most serve a maxi­
mum of two years. They work with co­
sponsoring organizations in the areas ol 
education, public safety, the environment 
and human needs such as health care. Mr. 
Clinton qills the program "the embodi· 
ment of whal we want to do." 

Graffiti BattJe 
ln places such as Austin's low-income 

east side, lhe politic.a.I bickering in Wash· 
lng1on lakes a back seal lo the work o! the 
day by AmeriCorps members and local 
residents. One taslr. is painting over gang 
graffiti Iha! ~cars wal ls around the Booker 
T. Washing1on public-hoL1S!ng develop­
ment. After spreading brown paint oYer 
gang markings on retaining walls in the 
housing development yard, Ms. Brown 
recalls how gang memb?rs would succes­
sively put their wall wri tings higher and 
higher to escape AmerlCorps reelecoraLive 
efforts. " We we-re going to g€ r the best or 
these people sooner or later." she says . " In 
the end, we won ." The gang memt>ers ga;•e 
tip on the gralliti . 

Ms . Brown is one o( 20 AmeriCorps 
members in a year-round " Summer or 
Salety" program sponsored by the city's 
hous ing authority, police departmenl and 
the !Jni\'ersitv of Texas al A11shn . Thi> 

public assistance, serve ln Vi{'tim-service 
programs, attend citizen police academy 
oo~es, parenling sessions and. !or lhose 
who need it, classes leading to a h!gh· 
school equivaJency diploma. 

Thougb. she received her high-scllool 
diploma H years ago, the 32-year-old Ms. 
Brown credits AmeriCorps with getting 
''the wheels turning in my head.•' Now she 
wants to use her scholarship granl to 
sludy psychology and become a ooun­
selot. 

Bulhnng Cooperation 
El~ause the participants are rrom high­

crime areas, their presence as public 
safety workers is particuJarly helpful in 
building police-community oooperation, 
police Sgt. Michael McDonald maintains. 
"The conlacl, that's something we could 
not have acctimplished wilhoul the pro­
gram," he says. 

Al Allison Elementary School, Arnert­
C-0rps members generally are university 
students eager lo pul their idealism to 
work. "I see these kids growing. I see these 
kids lea.ming. I know I'm making a dlller· 
ence,' ' says Andrew Marti n. a 19-year-old 
biochemistry major rrom a middle-income 
family in the "seriously backwoods' ' com­
muni'ty of New Boston, '!'ex.as. 

Hi£ adult body positioned on a chair 
made for a rive-vear-old, Mr . Martin. who 
is considering beicoming a patent attorney 
or physician, marvels at how working with 
the 1:ager children around him reduces 
stress. "You walk into a classroom and you 
have J.t voi ces calling yuur name. It 
brig!Uens your day no maller how bad a 
day you've had, " he says. " It's hard to get 

/ 

stress€d when kids are teaming what two 
plus IWo is and they're excited aboul It," 

One program AmeriCorps olriclals par­
ticularly are excited about is the immuni· 
zatlon elrort in Texas. Jn one demonstra· 
lion program, BO AmeriCorps members 
heiptd inoculate more than 100,000 chi!· 
dren who lacked immuniz.atlons even 
though they were free . That program 
conti nues with membel'i such as Tina 
Hemande-i a.nd Barbara Wllllams, who 
work at a clinic in Zavala Elementary 
School. Both neighborhood residents, Ms. 
Hernandez and Ms. Williams organize 
health fairs, ~ door-lo-door publicizing 
health services and even provide transpor­
Lation to doctors' offices. 

To Elaine Sandoval, whose four chil· 
dren have been immunized ilnd gjven~ 
physicals through the outreach efforts or '? 
AmeriCorps members, the program means J 
her children get the care they need. "U I ·-
have to take my little boy lo lhe doctor, I 
don 'I have a car and lt 's raining, th~y wil 
lake me," Ms. Sandoval says. 
'Grass-Roots Effort' 

The ArneriCOrps member.i "do a 
the basic pavement pounding, l.elling peo­
ple that I'm here, that lhe s~rvic~s are 
rr?e ," says Karen Miller, the school-bast'd 
regis tered nurse . ·•u they weren't here 
with the grass-roots effort, I would not gel 
the population that I do." 

Though AmeriCorps is designed to in­
vigorate community service, GOP oppo­
nents contend it does just the opposite. The 
Clinton administration. Sen. Charles 
Grassley complaine<l in a speech, " se€ks lo 
rederally bur ea ucra Ii.le voluntarism. 
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thereby standing lhe conceJ)I on i ts head." 
In a series of letters betwt>en Sen. Grassle>· 
of Iowa and Mr. Segal, the senator said " 'It 
seems the laudable goals or community 
service and reinventing government .. . 
are being undermine<! by the establish· 
ment and funding of a large and oosUy 
bureaucracy. " 

Sen. Grassley contends the average 
per-participant oost, Including nonfederal 
rundiqg, ls more than 530,000. Thal Is 
"enough money to cover faw- years of 
tuition and fees for three full-time studen 
at the Uni\•ersily of Iowa," he lold a 
Heritage Foundation audience. That 
doesn't includl> administrative overhead, 
he adds, such as a SL 7 miWon contract to a 
public-relations firm. 

Documents supplie<! to Sen. Grassley's 
oftice by Mr. Segal indicate totaJ per-par• 
ticipant ooots ranging from 525,000 l o 
S70,000. Mr. Segal says in an interview that 
lhe average per-participant cost. lnclud.ir1g 
the educational g-ranl but excluding ttle 
co-sponsor match, actually ls c.loser lo 
!20,000, Amer!Corps acts as an Investment 
banker, he argues, leveraging ottu!r 
monies in a public-private partnership fllr 
community bettennent, The General Ait· 
counting Office is studying lhe cost issue. 

Strong Oppostdon 
&\'en a $20,000 cost for each participant 

is too high for many Republlcans, particu­
larly wh~n some co-sponsors provide 
matching funds rrom other federal 
sources. And what Republicans lhink is 
important. Only six GOP senators and 2.6 
House members voted to create the pro­
gram in 1993 . In the new GOP Congress, 

-the opposition - led by Speaker Gingrich ­
is even stronger . 

But in Austin. principal Fred Estrello 
maintairu that the AmeriCorps mem­
bers who work with his youngest students 
at Allison Elementary are a blessing. ''It's 
made a real clirlerence ," he declares. " I 
wisb I could have one in each cl ass for each 
grade level. " 
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• • DENVER, JUL 16 ~ Prca~ent n.....:·~ • • .th • l" 
Cini.on IOday mounted a defen5e or IJTUUJlng e lne 

: hla S500 mJlllon program ~--,'•en- ' with bu..1-t cutters 
1 P)Urages young people u, t&ke part · . ,. ~c-
' In national 11t:rvice', an Idea that-C4n- h h • tt ked 

&res5lanal Republicans have ln thelr U) 0 . , Cl_lJe Q Q~ 

~t~~~~~- ~ A~er~. national~rvice. 
corps, now tncl~ei; 20,000 youna · · 
people who work.full or pan ume at 
minimum wage In ane of ,300 differ- - • . , , 
ent program5,. In ~mn11.lnltiu lnlO a room he.re where reporters 
around the . co,nu,y, Iii . retllffl·•:for. wen, working to volunteer ane last 
Gove~ent help Jn repaying Chcilr word. "It's an effort that dcacrv:es 
college loans. ~ :an addreas ~re- guppo11 And . .ftO! a .meat ·aeavu," 
today, the Pn::iidt:nt procla.lmcdtHat; Mr. -~cCurry ~ld of ,the _ national 
its e&Ulblishment had been ~pt acrvla:_program. · • . . 
bls pr'ClUdest aduevemen~ . • . ··:. • • • The President himsel.f d14 110~ 

B_ut UJe new lt.c;l!ilblican ~ •t,n menu_cin ~r. Gin&rich by n&me. hi his 
Congn:ss have auuested that 'UM: speech to .a vut·crowd of locaJ res!· . 

. prognam be eliminated to bclp ft. dents ,.ih0 pthered In Dcn~r·1 ,out• • 
nance a ·new tu cut. Spe&ker Newt door downtown &mph.ltheatet. to 
Gingrich of Geof&la was quoted ~ c:ommemo~te Dr. K1Jli's birthday 

. Newsweek magazine as uytns that and to c:clebrate-ihe Federal holiday 
he ww;; ·."l0ta.Uy, : waequJvocally op- 111 hh1 name. , • . · , · . • 
posed" : to . • the Clinton ·PJ"08l'B.~ . Mr. Cintoo 'a aides ~re cunllarly , 
which be labe~ "c:oer'ced ~ta- choosln& the.tr Words c.ard'ully, NY· 

. rism" and "&,lmmic:kry." .. tng they hoped that Mr. Gjngr1ch 
• Jn a careful response today, Mr. cou.ld be . brou&h': .. around. -. , But 

Clinton took pain& tD m&ISt that ~ - throlqhout Che da~t. the P~.~nt 
naUonal service proararn was·"not-a and bl& aides spo1c,, fn,m a COID;rtj!)n 
bureaucracy." He said the pt'D&t&m script In lnslSUll& &hat the proi~m 
lhould .be spared trom the_ spendi,ng desuwd protecuc.n. , • 
cuts that tJ)e White HOWie bas vowed In campalgnln& for the Prealden, 
tD work With Republtcans to bt1I\I cy, Mr. Clinton made his 1upport for . 
~bout because 1he P~&ram 1.a··m-: · a natJanal 5ervlce proaram a central 
ready "changing die way .that JOY- theme, and he and hi& aides were · 
eniment work&.'' • • -able to cele?>rate less than eight 

"lbe purpoi;e of all this ls not to inonth.s later when Conares~ with • 
wreck the Gowmment, ' not to &Ive 1eme Republican .support, adopted 
us a mean-spirited aovemment, but leglslatJon authorizing the program 
ta give us a lean sovemment _that 1n 1993. ' •. . • · 
will work with us to aolve all 1tur • At the time Mr. Gingrich BX· 
problemi.,"·lhe ·Pre£i:dent r.ald. :;· • pre&Sed m~· feelln1111 al:x>ut the 

Alter two rnondlS _In wtllch 'the program but \IOted against lt. and his · 
White House has embraced substan• comments over the weekend-appear 
~I parts of the Republican ageni!a, to make It likely that fellow Republl-
1.0day•g defense served notice .. ~t cans may follow his. lead as the 
the national service program 'IIIOUld House Approprlat1011s Comml~tee_ 
be among the features· of Mr. Clln• begins !LS search for .spending cuts. 
ton•, program. for ,·which hd~n- Jn ·1u first year, the Amerieorps 
malned determined l0 flghL • • -~ • program cost ~00 mllllon. It ha.s 
• As the President began a tw4H!ay grown to ~00 million in the _current 

. Western trip hen, by commemQtat· fiscal year and, while the White · 

. jng the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Mllr- House has not yet submitted Its 
tJn uither' King Jr. before Dyin:g to budget request for the fiscal year 
Callfor,:ila to pay tribute to .' the 1996, l'IS plans have called for the 
si.ate' s latest efforu to amtend !1~ program to,mntlnue to arow. 
natural disaster, a.Ides said he: fillU • , , • 

already plann~ 'the encourag~_<!m.• • • 
munlty Rrvice u a_ proper w~ ur 
honor Uw, &lain cMl nghUI leader. 
. But . after Presidential ~es· 
· ----.JI ---- - -1...- _ .:,_, _ __ ... ,.:, .., ___ ... _ -

'PAGE : 05 / 09 
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Gla~rl~~-- ~;;;,-~;--~; 
Hou.se moved qwdcJy . tlU5 momlng 
iD whac ·a sen10r AdmlAiauation offi­
cial deacribed u '·ah eft'on &o "d¥aw 
the. line" around lhe nat1aDaJ ,crvic:e 
program and lO P.PftnlY lea aid~ as 
\Mrongheaded. "' . ' '. • 

Mr. Clinton'5 remarkl he~ viere 
preo:ded by an bnprompD.1 bneflrir 
on ln a .rear cqmpanment of :~ . 
Fora: One In which 8eNQJ' olflclal5. 
who ilw6ted on ananymlty_prof~-. 
disbelief ·a1 Mr. Gingrich'~ stance: 
Later, Michael D. NcCUrry, the 
White House spoke.'iman, venwred 
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Evoking King, •··. . • ... Clintori])efends 
Clinton Defends •.• 

.. : . : ' • . .. . 

National ·•Senice · 
. . . 

Whit,i.House1iruws Line 
Agai~t Hi~l Repuhl~ 

•. National· Service 
At 1-Giig D~y ~y 
. . .. : 

·:CJ.INTON, Fto111 Al 

t 993; be and _many Rep¢>1.icans voted against it. He repea• 
ed tbit opposition in ·an interview• 1f.'ith Newsweek pul 

. lisbed today in which he said, 1 am ·totally, uocquivocall 
. opposed to paticNJ seriice .... It is coerced ~teerisn 
It's a gimmick.• . . • , •• • •. 

• DENVER, Jan. 16-PresJdent Clmton, • Eli Segal~head of ihe national. service prograrr 
duding Republicans for their opposirioa .to ~cmps-cailed repartes:s to the White House t 
his natiODal service proeram, today evoked outline the hundreds of community . sernc:e program 
the memory 'af the Rev. Manin Lutber King that workers are involved in around the nation and t 
Jr. ill summoning American., ta RIii)' their have worken give testimonials to be.De.fits they and' thei 

. couotry for their Jreedrms by pro'e-idia8 re- commwu~ received from'the program. , 
spansible service to their~ . • • .Sepl aaerted ~t ·_the program is pn!CiseJy what th 

• ·w~mrec:tJy ~ttac:Jrina ~ -Speam . votes waGt~ r.c:lbu.~umticdort-tt.at •eaables'YOWl 
N~ Gingrich CR-Oa.). who appuea die • peap1e to pie a baad to theii ~unities, get a band pa) 
tiaDal ~ program UDder .wtucl,,. ... le-Ii · iq far c:alJeae and show all or US what' & ~.ii-America.• 
-~ ·ammnmity ·wark iP evbanr fclr cal:ae . · •. .. He invited ,Gingrich, publicly aDd in a Jetter release 
stipends, Clintan made dar dlat be.will me •. • by tbe White House, to join him in visitiDi Americorp 
dwdssue tD draw a 1iDe between hia palica. • ~ . "'Americorps . program$ renew America ~ 
and those or the GOP. White H&lUIC lidea . . • the way be's·talked about,•. Segal said of Gingrich, "'wit 
have SQUeSted ~t Cliatao would Velo -, : • cimi:Ds solviQg problems from the grass roots up: 
effort by Republican., tcrkill the propim. • ' Al From. president ~ the Democntic Le.adershi 

"1 was told ... in this new Cciqrm tbei'e . • . ComriJ, ~ ~tive wing of the party, also entere 
may be a move to abolish tbe national ter• . •• the fray. In a. statement, From quoted Gingrich's cills fo 
vice carps tD save mcmey to ·pay flir ra . • . • ~ ritireosh'ip !Ind civil society, 111d said, 1'-
cuts,• the president told a _rally iD Civic C,.. aboli&li national service would be i.oa>n&i&tent with thos 
ter Park here. Asserting bis m belief ill.a important goals.• He called Gingrich's words ·a sad rt 
leaner.government aad iniddle<lus racuis. UGt" from-ideals he espouses. 
Clioton said, nonetheless, tbat the 5pwpa" A Genioi official traveling with· Clinton said the presi 
or the effon ·to reduce the ·aowesw ... dent was ~surprised" at Gingrich's opposition. The .pre 
not tD wreck the govemment, DOt to pve us £ram. '2e said, '"is what Americam. are for. They're asl< 
a me.an-spirited goverument. It is to live aa · ma for streamlining government but to make: that wor~ 

. a -'ean ~t that will lldp us to wen you've got to~ able to provide.incentives for volunteer 
• together -to solve our own pmhleme • , • ism and that's what national service is all about. It's 3! 

- The Wbit:e House· seized an aame nicent. • effective .way tD get kids involved in .serving this COW1 
comments 1,y· G;,.,..;,;..a. • • ..;-=--., uy .... It i& a little bit difficult to understand tax credit . ~~oppo&IQg-lello 
vice to reinforce Clinton's F.DtJe c:riticimL u iuc:entives, t.u ruts as incentive but not support na 
The presidtnt's statement was part cl ID fl• tianal service: . ·• . • . • • • . 
fort to point out subjects ,mere he bai faadt. . • Gingrich~s spnkesw_n . . Tony Blankley, said of Gin 
mental pbiJosophica) ~ 1rilb-die picb's o~tion to natioiw service: -rhis is what h, 

· RepublicaJKODtrolled Cougreaa, Tbat ~ Im &id all along. Most Republicans oppose it. It is a pro 
trasts with the ·administntioa'.1 public iP,: . -.' pun that Spends a lot of money for few benefits: This i 
~ at tf:!e wenms of Cciqras, when die . ·,;,: an employment program, not pational service wber, 
White Heu~ was at paia5 to cmpbaia • . · ~ work ii volunwy: • . .. • • 
jects on which it agreed with the .lttp,Jblicans ; ··,•.; • • ·:· lrrider .the ,program, participants work at leastl,7C 

. Gingrich has opposed the mtiaaaJ mw;e • hOWtl a year an projects,iriwlving public safety. he.alth, e-
program sinc.e its iD~uctiaa· by -~ ,. ucation or the environment. In exchange, they recen 

• Sn CLINTON Col. • ·.•'; ·: • • :: :1 : $4,725 per year for college. Clinton had wanted a progra: 
• M. • • l . • •• ••• •• · open to all college students who wish to participate but w; 

~ Cjw righl,· panel . urges -~ · forced to sea.le b.lck in the face of federal budget problem 
from. the pr...,,and r-- ,A.-, A.'1 C.ongrcss ·onginally funded 20,000 Americo~ positions ; 

~•- •-, .. ____ 350·projects nationwide. , • 
allil0Cl&TIDtlll:E;a 'r,:-•-- ·~-.J,..' L! ... -----'·- _., _ L ---- - 1L . __ ...:_ - - -



• • - - ----· --·- -- __,._ _,. l'ICCffU10fN 1-ampDell 
(D-Coio.)--dlle111barldrom Air F~ Ono tn Denver. · 
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l. 
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nting th, Martin Luther King holiday in · which h 
-~ c:itiwl r-espon&bilify and called the national se 
:vice ~ ,epieae:utative of •everytmng I want to d( 
• beca~ the pro~ ·crea~ a ~ew relationship• b 
tween the _govcrument and -citizens, Qffering help in r, 
tum for work. • • • · • 

• ' Clintcn said tbe nation must "'build. a oew commwut' 
to·survive and without aaming ,RepubliQDS directly s;,­
those who. like Kuw. • foQg}lt for civil rights in this co 
try did not do 60 to ~advance the proposition we an 
just isolated individuals out there and everything we 
as a government is wrong ... 
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Am~QC9rps' positive step 
I ' .. -· t..,, · -: { h ' 

W HAT was once a mere campaign demonstrates, it rea~hes right into our 
pledge is becoming reality. own backyard. 

President Ointon's ~eriq>rps, a com- Each person in the program is bound 
munity service program creating oppor- for a rewarding personal .experience. 
tunities for people of all walks of life, is The plan will no doubt create bonds be­
taking shape, including right here in tween the .community .servants and those 
Nash'ville. who can use the extra care and attention. 

Locally, some 60 people are embark- It strikes at the heart of some of the 
lng on a plan either to help provide gripping needs in our society. 
prenatal and post-natal care for women, 
or by assisting in health<are services for 
elderly people. 

The jobs pay, but not much. Each par­
ticipant will get a package that totals 
about $7,000. That's a substantial amount 
to a young person who needs money for 
school, but it shows that most of the 
participants are involved for the broader 
rewards of community service. 

From the beginning, the Ointon prer 
gram has been hailed as a domestic 
Peace Corps. That it is. But where the 
Peace Corps, launched in the 1960s, 
made ambassadors of young people to 
third world countries, the AmeriCorps 
system concentrates on needs right here 
af home. And as tbe local organiz.ation 

ArneriCorps is not the answer to every 
problem in the country. But it puts the 
emphasis on opportunity and on helping 
fellow citizens in a way that also provides 
a catlyst for education for its members. 

The program should prove to be an 
inspiration, not just for those who partici­
pate now but for others who may see it 
as a path they would like to follow them­
selves one day. Leaders in government 
are always looking for effective ways to 
address grassroots needs of the people. 
Here is one. The ArneriCorps plan needs 
the continued support of all Arneri~ so 
that it can truly reach the goals of com­
munity service and can pay dividends 
that '1JSt a lifetime. ■ 
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\_ • • NATIONAL SERVICE . 

Americorps designed to complement armed forces ~-. ~~ 
'-9;}-G\1 ,C\ \ 

• As an active supporter of the 
A'merjcoro~national service program 
and former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, I strongly disagree 
with the Times-Union's recent 
editorial charging that Americorps 
damages military recruiting. 

The armed forces offer far ,,greater 
benefits than national service. Military 
salaries are much higher than the 
minimum wage allowance of 
Americorps members. 

As was noted in the editorial, 
"college tuition of $20,000 to $30,000 
can be earned for an Anny hitch." 
Americorps' maximum education 
award for a year of service is $4,725. 

In fact, the Americorps award was 
set significantly lower than GI bill 
awards in recognition of the greater 
sacrifice made by those who serve in 
our armed forces. Moreover, under 
the national service law, veterans are 
encouraged to join Americorps and 
_earn its benefits without diminishing 
those earned while in the military. 

More than 2 million recruits 
currently serve in our armed forces. 
Americorps fields 20,-000 ~~mbers. 

The program was designed so as not 
to impair military recruiting and to 
reflect the diversity of citizens 
seeking to serve our nation. 

Americorps meets its much smaller 
need by drawing from a larger 
recruiting universe, including people 
of all ages, people with disabilities 
and many others who do not meet 
the requirements for military service. 

Each year, Army recruiters tum 

away more than 100,000 people who " 
want to serve but fail the physical •' .=: 
examination. For many of them, .... 
Americorps offers an opportunity to 
get things done for their country. . _ 

Americorps' commitment to wofk : · 
in partnership with our armed ~ 
services has resulted in major 

• programs that 1t operates with foe ' • :. ~ 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affair.s' : _.' 
and organizations such as the ' ' 
National Coalition for Homeless 
Veterans. 

Americorps is designed to . 
complement, not detract from, the . : 
great work of the armed forces . , 
Protecting freedom at home and . '. , ; 
abroad, our men and women irl • : · • 
uniform give all that a nation can as_k 
of its citizens. , .. 

Inspired by that greater sacrifice, : 
A,mericorps members work with : • . 
communities to solve basic problems,. 
get results and reap the opportunities : 
of our free society. 

• I • 

DA V1D C. JONES: 
Arlington, -V~ 

•• '·•) 
, , 



MARY McCRORY 

True 
Domestic 
Servants 

E Ii Segal, the head of 
the National 
Corporation for 

National and Community 
Service, says his job is to 
"close the gap between the 
poetry and the prose of 
national service." He talks 
that wa y. He is a serious. 
sensitive soul who is a 
lifelong practicing idealist. 
He started out in the 
McCarthy campaign in 
1968, got hooked on politics 
but kept plugging away at 
successful business ventures 
to support his habit. 

Monday may have been to 
some the day that a small 
airplane foiled the 
technology and crashed 
below the president's 
bedroom. To Eli Segal , it 
was the day that Bill Clinton 
swore in the first 15,000 
members of a domestic 
peace corps. Because of the 
wreckage on the South 
Lawn, the ceremony had to 
be put back three hours and 
relocated to the front steps, 
but the fervor never flagged. 

"AmeriCorps is what Bill 
Clinton is about," says Segal, 
who hired him to run Texas 
for George McGovern in 
1972. "I remember right 

See McCRORY, C7, Col I 
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MARY McGRORY -, -
True Domestic Servants 

McCRORY, From Cl 

after he was sworn in and he had 
been talking to the president of 
Namibia and he raved about how 
tne Peace Corps had rebuil t his 
rountry. 'The Peace Corps is Kenne­
dy's transcendent legacy. I hope my 
legacy will be national senice.' " Ken­
nedy, Clinton's avowed idol, was as­
tonished at the response to his call for 
altruism. Campuses were suppo.<;edl:, 
still in the thrall of '50s apathy, but it 
turned out they were just waiting to 
be asked to do something for some­
txxly else. Peace Corps Director Sar­
gent Shriver, was swamped in applica­
tions, and the corps became the most 
honored and respected of government 
agencies. Its alumni were welcomed 
home .,..;th open arms, escorted to the 
top of the employment and coUege ad­
mission lines. Some conservative sen­
ators could not believe that red­
blooded young Americans wanted to 
go to some Godforsaken country and 
share the v.Tetched lives of the na­
tives when they could be taking the 
first steps towards making a killing on 
WaU Street. They never understood 
the joy of being liberated from self­
absorption . Americans loved the 
Peace Corps because it represented 
the way they like to think of them­
selves. 

A domestic corps was organized in 
l 964 but ne\'er achieved the same au­
ra. In fact, many Republican politi­
cians. among them Richard Nixon. re­
garded it with unalloyed loathing. 

They saw VISTA \'C,lunteers as fedcr · 
ally subsid ized rabble-rouser, wh rJ 
stirred their impo\'erished chent, to 
organize the riot, that tore . .\Jneri,-a.r-, 
cities apart in the '60s. 

Segal has studied the hi,tnrY. fears 
no repetition. Besidt, , he s,i\·s equ,1-
bly, "Many of those 'agitators' are 
now mayors." The Ameri0>;-p,; worh­
ers are indoctrinated in the idea of 
senice to others, not doing something 
th.at makes them feel good or look 
good. "Advocacy" is strongly forbidden 
as is "make-worh." which benefits 01il) 

the doer. Three thousand \ lST..\S 
ha\'e been folded into AmeriCorps. 
which hopes to fie ld a total of l OO,00u 
"practical angels" in three years. 

Their job will be to makt urban 
life more li\'able. Through 330 
programs. sonw of tJ1em test­

ed in "Summer of Ser\'ice" pilots. 
They v.ill help the police patrol bad 
neighborhoods. They will escort 
housebound old people to the grocery 
store and school children through 
thoroughly e>..l)lored route:; to scho1I 
th.at skirt crack houses and drug deals. 
They will counsel yow1g girb not to 
have babies-volunteer!:. v.ill g0 into 
schools and help .,..;th sex educ.ati(ln. 
They v.ill immunize babies, tutor chil­
dren and provide them with men· 
tors-and help police d1;;arrn tht:n. 
They \lill in ,titute di,p:.Jtt>-rt,olutiun 
sessions. They will walk women who 
worh late home from the bu, :-top. 

Segal',; offi,·e recl:'i,·td l Oi.i.Ot'li.l a~.­
plicants. They cho::.e tJw ~(J,(~J(1 fiml-

ists \1ith ?.n eyt to "retlt·,t1ng An1<·r.· 
ca," and aU ~gh ha\'f' been a,ceptt"O. 
They include high sch,))1 dropoub and 
dcx"'tors who art (Dinb tc, p.1•: oif ,,:i!­
Iege loans. Worker, w0rk J.,0(1 ho;,;:·, 
a year, wiii be paid 'the minimu1:1 
\1age , $7 .~OO :ind 2J~ earn ~4.725 u; 
educational tXfit:•n:=.e, Htal th bt:-:ei;t, 
and child r.1re i: rrqu:.:ed are prm·,d· 
ed. 

Repubkaih ha, e rr.ticiJKJ . .\mtn· 
Corp, in prt"tt 1 prt"d ictabk tt"rm, . 
Sen. Chule~ Gr;i~;:lt"y (Iowa) co:11-
pbu1s tJ1;it it r reak, a massiw llt"\,· 
t<:der:il bure.:ucrac\' and pa\·~ you: 1.l: 
people to do thing, tJ1at other y0w1g 
people would gldcil' dl, for nothUi): 
Sen. Don !\'id.Jes (OIJ;.i.) says it "gl\'e:, 
a lot of help tu J.X"Opll' who don't nte<I 
it." 

Segal dl1<0 ,n't m.i: 1d Ht" know,; Ii:, 
peoplt ruJ\'t to bt a~ competent a~ 
they are compassionate. At this llnK. 

it is in1portant to show Am\"ricans Wt 
government progran1s th.at worh 11itJ1 
the pri\'ate sector can worh. U Ameri­
Corps uniforms-white T-shirt:, . 
black caps with the Iogu 011 the 
bJck-be-comt faniiliM a'ld wekum,­
in poor (ommwiilies. the program wili 
s~'iftJy acquire a consutuency. 

Kenned~ stumblt"d on the trut h 
that many young Americans !Junk ::-tr­
vice is cw!. Climon wanb to sho\< 
t.hat it he!µ , giveb. t (J(J, whu art w; 1i­
ing to go mto d,~:11iil prt", UKt, and d,, 
a:; 111uch a~ tht·:,· car. to make lift ther,· 
more endura,k-. Se~:il think~ it can bl' 
done. 
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CHAISTOPHf A MA Tl Hf WS 

Bill Clinton's citizen corps 

Washington 

B 
ILL CLINTON brought 
the Peace Corps home 
this week. While keep­
ing thousands of Jack 
Kennedy's volunteer 

work for money, but commitment 
for opportunity. 

► A greater Americanism: 
Volunteers in this domestic ver­

sion of the Peace Corps will work 
in areas they might not have dri­
ven their car through otherwise . 
People will cross lines of ethnicity, 
class and geography they have 
treated almost as armed frontiers . 

brigade working overseas, the 48-
year-old president has brought the 
spirit of Kennedy's 1961 creation to 
the United States. 

A young person joins Ameri­
corps to serve his country. One re­
ward is the chance to pursue his 
education. Another is the chance to 
be part of something bigger than 
one person's career plan. 

It's called citizenship. It's that 
impulse to pick up a McDonald's 

Kids from working-class fami­
lies will serve with second- and 
third-generation college grad u­
ates. Ivy Leaguers will mix with 
gang members. Girls from the city 
will meet country boys. 

It's called "AmeriCorps." Start­
mg ·with a White House swearing­
in ceremony on Monday, 14,000 
young Americans went to work in 
educatioo, .public .safety, the em;­
ronment and other community pro­
jects. They will work one or two 
years at a low salary, receiving a 
contribution to their educational 
expenses when they finish their 
sen;ce. 

The more 
people serve, 
the more they 
are loyal 

This mixing ofour American ex­
perience has always been one of 
the great things about sen;ng in 
the military. In the post-Cold \\'ar 
era, it is an essential ingredient in 
keeping this country thinking and 
feeling about itself as a country. 

There's far more to the deal 
than this. What's being exchanged 
in these 14,000 cases is not simply 

wrapper blov.ing across the ground 
and put it in a trash can for the ba­
sic reason that you care. 

► A greater patriotism: 
The more people serve , th e 

more they are loyal. Look at th e 
way veterans honor their country. 
They treasure America for the spe­
cial reason that they have given 

,Christopher Matthews is The Ex­
aminer's Washington bureau chief 

AmeriCorps promises two great 
benefits of similar but grander 
scope: 

something powerful to her, some­
thing of themselves. 

THIS EXPERIENCE, of hav­
ing rendered a service to 
one's country, is missing in 

the generations since Vietnam. It 
helps explain the void in national 
emotions now abroad in the land. 

People who have never served 
their country are unlikely to feel 
the same bond as those who have. 
They are unlikely to imagine any­
one else doing something out of pa­
triotic interest. 

This is not Pollyanna . Niccolo 
Machiavelli, writing in 16th centu­
ry Florence, observed that the 
most loyal subjects are those who 
have undergone hardship for their 
prince. The same goes for a repub­
lic. 

AmeriCorps, which Bill Clinton 
inaugurated this week, answers 
the question of how we Americans 
can forge healthy bonds of citizen­
ship in peacetime. By working in 
their communities and serving in a 
national corps, the youth of today 
can develop ties of comradeship 
and patriotism similar in kind to 
those felt by the World War II and 
Vietnam generations. 

Much has been said this sum­
mer of discontent about "cynicism." 
People have lost their faith in their 
leaders, in self-government itself. 
Everyone is out to get what they 
can and say anything necessary to 
get away with it. 

The best evidence that people 
are not out for themselves is to find 
a corps of people who aren't. Amer­
ica will be looking to Arnericorps 
for inspiration. 
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THOMAS OLIPHANT 

Serving others 
a11d tl1e111selves 

WASHINGTON 

A
merica's currently grumpy and cynical major­
ity should t.aJ.:e a break tomorrow, kick back 
and think abo;;t the commitment upwards of 
20,000 young people are about to make. 

In Indiana, eight of them v.il l fan out t.o coordinate 
act.i\ities of Multiple Sclerosis Society volunteers who 
help patients learn t.o make ao on their own. 

In Kansas, one lucky .lad v.ilJ work for the American 
Fannworkers, helping train migrant and seasonal work­
ers t.o reduce exposure t.o pesticides and take advantage 
of education and health services. 

In Kentucky, 45 more v.ilJ join with the National Cen­
ter for Family Literacy as teachers' aides, helping adults 
learn t.o read in classrooms and at horn e. 

And in Missouri, Minnesota, "Iowa and six other st.ates 
living with the impact of last year's floods, 73 young peo­
ple will work for the Agriculture Department, helping re­
st.ore flood control facilities and wetlands, and compiling 
damage assessments. 

For this and hundreds of other jobs lasting a year or 
two, the young people \\ill get the minimum wage, health 
insurance, and awards of not much more than $2000 per 
year of service that can be applied to college tuition or 
higher education loans. It's hardly lucrative, but then that 
is not the poinL 

After more than seven years of talk by conservatives 
and liberals alike, the embrace of candidate Bill Clint.on, 
eight months of legislative work, and a year of prepara­
tion, national service is finally here. 

It's called AmeriCorps, and the vanguard of the first 
year's pioneering class of 20,000 will be sworn in tomor­
row here and in 14 other locations. In one sense it's al­
ready a success because the nearly 400 programs around 
the country were swamped with applications, but the 
tougher test is still to be passed before the program 
comes up for re-authorization in 1996. 

By definition, AmeriCorps is that most terrifying of 
1990s entities - a new government program; but it draws 

on a rich, deep tradition. 
When it ceremonially st.arts, there will be a few senior 

citizens present who in their youth both gave and re­
ceived during the Depression as members of the Ci\;!ian 
Conservation Corps. 

Thal makes perfect sense; this all started with the 
CCC. 

There will also be some not quite so senior citizens 
whose service t.o their country in the military was fo l­
lowed by the chance t.o go t.o college on Harry Truman's 
r.t Rill 

:i'\ncf -01 course t.nere v.1..11 be current and former mem ­
bers of John Kenne<lis Pe.ace Corps, incluc:r.g fo unding 
fat.her Sargent Sh-ri\·er, as well as vetera ns of some of the 
offshoots he spa .... 11ec that are stil l funclior.in[ - incl udinb 
domestic service programs like VISTA and Foster 
Grandparents. 

The new Corporalion for Na!.i0nal Senice's Clintoni:e 
CEO, Eli Segal, is acutely conscious of what his new en­
terprise is and is nol It's not pure senice, because a 
benefit is involved; it's not maJ.:e-work or spare-ti m<' vol­
unteerism, because full-time commitment is required; it 's 
not simply a student aid program, because poor ~jds can 
gP.t grants and kids from famil ies of moderate means can 
get loans v.it.hout any service requirement; and the anal­
ogy with the GI Bill isn't exact., because the ser,;ce isn't 
compulsory and the benefit is much less generous. 

Where Segal has a leg up on the rest of us is in his 
knowledge that the kids are there, that the community 
needs are enonnous, that the excitement on both sides is 
palpable, and that the efficient Jin.Icing of the two can 
bring lasting benefits to both. Segal knows as well that 
some kids are going to screw up, and that sqme projects 
are going ~ be more successful than others, but he also 
knows that a variety of tests and dry runs have shov.11 
that he has a potentially big v.inner on his hands. 

Segal is a successful businessman and a dreamer; he 
and Bill Clinton first linked up in George McGovern's 
presidential campaign. His energy and ability have 
brought AmeriCorps to tomorrow. 

After that, it's up to the kids. Every urban park they 
build and sWf, every adult they teach to read is a build ­
ing block for a frayed sense of community, an arrow 
aimed at the heart of cynicism. As the President would 
say, this is a Big Deal. 

Thuma.s Oliphanl. is a Globe c.ohmmisl 
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In America 
BOB HERBERT 

A Season 
Of 

Service 
Think of it as an antidote to cyni ­

cis m, a rej ec tion of the r ampant self­
ishness that m anaged somehow to 
become fashionable in the 1980 '..5. 
Think of it as a return to the can-do 
spirit of the SO's and 60's, when large 
numbers of Ameri cans believed it 
was possible to f ind remedies for 
violence and mi ustice, for poverty 
and ignorance, for the buffoonery and 
corruption of poliucians, and for the 
wholesale degradation of the environ­
m ent. 

"I challenge a new generation of 
young Am ericans to a season of serv­
ice, " said Bill Clinton in his inaugural 
address . " There is so much to be done 
- enough, indeed, for m i llions of oth­
ers who are still young in spi rit to 
g ive of themselves in service, too." 

On Sept. 12, amid elaborate cere­
monies planned for the South Lawn of 
the White House, the President 's na­
tional service program will get fully 
under way. It ·s called AmeriCorps 

Patriotism rolls 
up its sleeves 

for AmeriCorps. 

and 11·s described as a domestic ver­
sion of the Peace Corps. Its scope ts 
less than 1 would have wi shed, but 
more than we've come to expect from 
a sociopolitica l environmen t tha t 
over the past decade and a half has 
been poisoned by greed, a collapse of 
ideals and contempt for the old -fa sh-
10ned notion of brotherhood. 

In that environment, we were free 
to choose between the national va lues 
espoused by Dr .. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and those currently embraced by 
Representative Newt Gingrich. We 
opted for Mr. Gingrich 's. 

The President's national service 
program is a modest step in Dr. 
King 's direction. 

Under the program, several thou­
sand young Americans f rom all kinds 
of backgrounds will offer their serv­
ices to organizations working on 
problems related tci education, public 
safety, social services and the envi­
ronment. For a two-year commit­
ment, the participants will be paid 
$7 ,500 a year and will r ece ive a credit 
of $9 ,450 ($4,725 a year) that can be 
used for college or graduate school 
expenses. 

The program will reach into urban 
subu rban and rural America. Part~ 
of it have already started. Young men 
and women are helping to restore 
wildlife habitats, conducting child­
hood immunization programs, escort­
ing children and the elderly through 
dangerous inner-city neighborhoods, 
counseling drug abusers, providing 
preventive health services and im­
proving neglected playgrounds, 
parks and wetlands. 

Tiffany Tidwell, an honors gradu­
ate from the University of Kansas, is 
teaching French at a public school in 
the Mississippi Delta. Leo Negron, 
who grew up in a tough neighborhood 
in Chicago, is teaching construction 
skills to teen-agers. Laura Sullivan, 
who grew up in a wealthy suburb in 
Massachusetts, has joined a program 
in Baltimore that provides assistance 
to poor women who want to start their 
own businesses. 

" We have a lot of domesti c prob­
lems that need creative answers " 
Ms. Sullivan said . "And I wanted io 
get to know the neighborhoods in the 
inner cities, rather than just liv ing in 
the ivory tower of a college com muni ­
ty ." 

She referred to f r iend s who are 
servi ng in the militar y and sa id : 
·'They are defending us int ernational­
ly. I feel strongl y that there should be 
a force of young people that are k ind 
of defending us domesucallv ." 

Besides providing assis-tance to 
m any worthwhile organizations, 
AmeriCorps is a way for young peo­
ple to see a variety of fe l low Ameri­
cans up close and personal, the way 
they rea lly are. without the distorting 
filter of the boob tube. It ' s a way to 
get beyond the stereotypes of situa­
tion comedy and the local news. 

" Whenever possible," said Eli Se­
gal, chief chaperone for this noble 
effort, "we want youngsters from dif­
ferent geographic areas, from differ­
ent races and ethn ic groups and from 
different economic backgrounds to 
pitch in and work together." 

Mr. Segal , an assistant to the Pres i­
dent, is the chief executive of the 
Corporation for Nat ional Service. He 
expects to have 20,000 AmeriCorps 
enlistees spread out across the coun­
try by the end of the year. "And if it 
works," he said, "we could have 
100,000 by the end of 1996." 

I have always believed that nation­
al service should be compulsory . Ev­
ery American should serve two years 
in some militar y or .civilian capacity. 
There should be more to patriotism 
than singing "The Star-Spangled 
Banner" at a ball game, or rooting 
(from the comfort of our living 
rooms) for the American team to win 
a nationally televised war. 

AmeriCorps is a st'\rt. O 
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■ 1 t t:&lli 
BY CARO L CLURMAN 

Can Clinton's AmeriCorps help? 
'A fut of A merica's problems could be solved one on one,' the president says 

PRESIDENT CLINTON, WHO 
t li, , p .1,1 -.-. ,.:1.:k bunch1.:d a 
11 .1 11,1:1.1/ "-\.' :°'-H,:C rr11gr ;; m h~~ 

,,1\kcl h,11 111J \ ,1uth . ,ay, ,·Hlun • 
I L' l.:rtlll.! ,h,111 ld ,t.11t ., 1 L'VCn ~oun~c r 

. 1c1· , .111 d hl· H ' ~UIIL' J fnr ~radu ­

.11,,,11 11, 1111 puhli ... ,(h, 1111 

• I '-'" tdd lii,,l· 1,1 ,cc eve ry .;;t,1tr 

.t J , •1 •1 .1 , p.11 I nf 11' mm1mum ~houl 
,1.111d .11 d, .1 \nm rn u nll y ,crvh.'t..' 

1<.·,p111(11H.· 111 _ .. Clinlnn ,a1J 111 a 

1 r 1 n 11 (h ,d <H f11. · 1..· 1llkl\'!l.:v. w11h 

t ', -\ WI I 1-..1 "-1> 
•\J ,1111 1 11111.: q u.ir ll.:r of thi: rnu n­

u , • ... J'u"h ,1.· h11,,I, .-4 lrc,u..ly have 
111 . 1d~ \ "llllll l Hlll \ , cr v1rc work 

m .111d.11 , ,n. in ,pill' of pr11t c ,t.;; -

and f., ..... ,11 ,1' -- frnm ,;,omc parcn l s 
,... 11 , • ,. ,, ... , 111 u ,1 , d1 1n ·1 ha ve the ri~ht 
11 1 lPH ,._ d11ld1 c n to do "iO ·Cctlh: d 
\.11h 1nh· 1.· 1 ""'l. 

( ') 11 111•1 1 .. 1.·, 1111mumty sc n ·1c c pro­
t! r.1111 1. .d lcJ ,\ mcri<.:11,~. 1s aimed 
,11 h1..' lp111~ 1.·,d h..·,!.! 1.' •h11unt.J 
,1, 1111+: p , , 111k PJ\ for 
11 11.· 11 ....:,h11 .111 , 111 .int.I ~c l a 

1.1 ,11.· 101 l ,, 111 mu111ty ,er• 
\ ' h t ' 111 I Ii\· l,,11 !,! ;tin ( ~r<' 
h , 111 l nh 1\11 .. ·1.-.i:xccrpts: 

Q: lsn·t ~ still going to be 
tough for students to pay 
for college. even wilh lhe 
S4 . 725 a year from 
AmeriCorps? 
~lir1.· 11 , .. Hut 11 -., ,,1mi.: ­

tl1111!-'. y .,u h:11.c In pul 11 

111 1.·11111 1.· ,1 1.-.-11h 1h....: n1h....:r 
1h111~ v. \· · 11.· J,.-rn~ with 
n ,ll q.'.l ' l · d11r;1t111n . v.·h1ch 
h., .. 11111 co1t1.· n enough 
pu hlH II\ A 111 ;q111 part 
1111h, n, 111111111 1.· prt1fr ;1m 
I p,1-. -., ·d l.1,1 , ,· ,11. v.·h1ch 
f \'dth t , ! 1h1.· dd11.·11. "' :,, 

.,1 .... ' ,\,,111,,11 11· , c r11rn 1a 

11 , ,11 "' ,hi..' ,, 1l kc..- l,1,1n 

Ameri(;ofps pilot progrnn la ac:tioll: Helping to restore 
Colorado wetlands, left, Nd tutoring BostOII sclloolclrildren 

111,1i.: 1 11 11 l n,1, t !hi.' n1.·u. 
-. ,-.h· 111 \••1111 !-'. p 1.·111 'k 1.·,111 t,111T11v.· monr ~· to gn 

, .. 1. 1,ll, · i.: , . ti , I l,1\,l, 1,,' I lllll'll' '-I 1;1I L' ;11 1d l',111 l''ll:l"I • 

~ ,,, 1h, 111H1n11 111 p.1~ 11 11tr n\'\'f ;i, long ;t, .\0 
n ·. 11-. .1 ... 1 pl·,l·c.: 111.,!,!1.' nl 1h1.·11 111L' 11mc.: . ·1 hc:11,,c 
t\,,, tl 1111 i.:, 111i.:l· 1h1.."1 1,,1,dl 111 : tlr:.l· ; 1 h1~ dafkr c m:c 

Q: Whars your a<MC• lo students who c1oo·t get into 
AmenCO<ll, and c1oo·1 qual ify for lhe studenl loans? 
\\ , II 11~·. 11 h .dl11flhl·111d1•lq11.d1h 101111:trhl 

Q: What kind al Influence has Mrs . Cllnl!ln had on 
your feelqs about community service? 

Sht· J1d it lo! or volun lc<:r work when !-hr wa!-. 
;1 yount,'. pcr~Pn. 'When ..tic Citmc 111 Ark;rnsas. 
~he sl;irteJ a kl!a l ,crviccs cli nic there . When I 
t,cl·.tmt: gm:c rn11r . -.bc 'J- .tla:aJy ~nttcn ,omc 
wom1.·n log.ether whn "''L'H." fa mil~· aJvncale!', anJ 
fti rmcJ ;i pour ntllcJ rh:c Ark.an,~1, AJ\ocatc-. 

■ wt-st crltics'ca,: l's 
_,anther,,.__ 
pqflln lhat-' an; 
fimlil!~t> • 
ll'lile" &"81 differerce. • 

for Children •nd Fam ilies. She 's hcen my ro le 
model. hccausc it's hcen so much more a part 
of lhc fabric of her everyday life even than ii 
has hcen of mine. 

Q: Haolt-.t..111""lw-dlyl, MW1ha!lhe 
Is IO cachl UII In ... 
Yes. I think she misses thal a 101. 

Q: Do you ... he< ~re back to community MMce? 
I th ink she would in a hearthcal ,f she thought 
she could. if she had the chance . We like 1hc life 
we had hcforc we cam e here , hecause it was 
informal , open and full - very full of the lhin~s 
we ca red ahoul. And a hig part of that for her 
was the com munity work she did. 

Q: ..... you '9')llen with Chels6I about~ 
ArneriC«p5. or has ohe ~..., Interest In lt7 

She "s fairty hig into community ~r"ice She did 
a week 's worth of work this summer on her 
09'-TI with her church group here in downtown 
Washingtnn with young ch1lt.Jrcn whll came from 
I""" families. And her ,ch,kll. Sidwell 1rncnds!. 
requires all studcn11,, In do commun1t~· 11,,crvicc 
work each <riiemcster. So my ltt!lc girl Inn"' l-4 
yea" old J will prnhahly ouh..ltstan<.·c he, parcnb 
in he r Jc'-'t1lion to e,,mmunih· '-l'TVll"C . 

Q: Do you think public school, shook! requn ii? 

Ah,11 lu1 e l~ I dn So-era I ~ l· ar-, .1 ~11. I "£1' cJ v.·11h 

the thc n-gn\'ernor nf Nev. Jcr~~ . 
Tom Kean. on a Carnegie Foun• 
da11on grnup on middle sch('l('lls, 
and we made a h'-1 of rceommen• 
datinns lincluding l a com munity 
SC J"\' ICC com plin c nt in !he c ur ­
J1culum o f llUr puOlic schools. 

Q: A lot of people say that's not 
le(al - that you can 1 requi~ 
stude<Tl5 to do YOl<Jnl""' -1<. 
I kn o w 1ha1. And 1ha1 ·s why 
na 1i11 nal ly I don·t 1hink you 
should. prohahly . But 1 th1nk 
states require all kinds of things 
that arc important for education . 
Tots 1s a Oig. <l1ve~ counlry; it's 

AmeriCorps 
'can have a lot 
to do with what 
kind of country 
we turn out to 

be 10, 20 years 
from now.' 

a wonderful place . And we ' re 
wea ker when we're divided . 
[Co mmuni1 y service[ will slay 
wi1h them for the re sl o f their 
lives . even if it 's just in their 
hahits and attitudes as citizens 
and how they talk to !heir own 
children. II wouldn"I do the kids 
of 1hi s count ry any harm t o 
rcyuirc them to be in comm un ity 
service . 

Q: wi.... you ... )'OUrC. cld you 

--~ Ille Puce 
eo,,.1 
I 1hough1 ahou l i1. Bui hy the 
time I came of age , th e re were 
just other issues and othe r con• 
ccrns !hat kind of dominated 
my im agination. But I was really 
cap1ivated wilh it. a nd I slill 
sometimes wish I had had the 
Clpcricncc . 

Q: Is tt>ere any one place you 
drumed about Col~ 
I wi sh I had served in Africa . 
hcC4iusc I think Ame rica ns under­
sland Africa le ss well than any 
other continent. Cl 
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A Domestic Peace Corps With a '90s Twist 
Earlier this summer the national press 

fornsed on Bill Clinton's attack on conser­
vative talk show impresario Rush Lim­
baugh instead of focusing on Tim Hager, 
who introduced the president at a St. Louis 
event that day. It's a shame; Tim Hager 
may be a more interesting story. 

The 18-year-old St. Louis native is one 
of the first AmeriCorps volunteers, the 
about-to-be-launched domestic sequel to 
the Peace Corps. His AmeriCorps efforts 
to help stem violence in his neighbor­
hood have special meaning. Tim Hager 

~- Politics & People 

~y Albert R. Hunt 

was brutally beaten by thugs four years 
ago, leaving such permanent damage 
that he had to abandon his lifelong 
dream of service in the Marine Corps. 
But AmeriCorps is a special opportunity 
for special kids like Tim. 

On Sept. 12 the Clinton administration 
will formally launch AmeriCorps, a three­
year. Sl.5 billion program that eventually 
aims to put 100,000 young men and women . 
to work in community service in four ar­
eas: education, health and human needs. 
the environment and public safety. This 
national service program was a major 
Clinton campaign promise. 

The volunteers-there will be 20,000 the 
first yPar-will receive minimum-wage 
µay amounting to about $7,500 a year and 
frt•e health care. For one year of work they 
will get a S4, 725 educational voucher that 
can be used for college, vocational educa­
tion, or to pay off a college loan. 

The head of the American service 
corps is Eli flegal, a 51-year-olcl former po­
litical activist, successful businessman 
and long-time Clinton confidant. He 
seems ideally suited for the task. He has 

successfully started up three businesses. 
providing him a distinctive view of the 
challenges awaiting him. 

"We must view ourselves less as a 
grant maker and more as an investment 
banker: we hope to be very involved in 
these programs." He promises to set 
tough, business-like standards. " We don't 
believe we are going to solve the problems 
of crime, illiteracy or the environment, but 
we can make a difference. Any program 
that doesn't make a difference, where we 
can't say we have improved the situation, 
doesn't deserve to keep funding." 

Mr. Segal loves the idea of tapping into 
idealism, of AmeriCorps being a sequel to 
the Peace Corps or Civilian Conservation 
Corps. But he also believes its mission is to 
instill a sense of personal responsibility in 
its participants. The educational value he 
believes is critical. The average debt of a 
graduate of a public university or college 
is $6,500. AmeriCorps volunteers could 
serve up to two years, meaning lots of kids 
could go to college or use the vouchers to 
pay off an educational debt. 

Unlike the Peace Corps or CCC, how­
ever, AmeriCorps seeks to build on exist­
ing programs-there are thousands of ef­
fective grass-roots organizations around 
America-and the existing propensity for 
young students to engage in volunteer 
work; one study shows that almost 70% of 
college students now do more than three 
hours of volunteer work a week. 

About two-thirds of the program will 
be funneled through the bipartisan 
AmeriCorps commissions established in 
the states. Final approval of any pro­
gram and participants will be made by 
the National Service Corp., but many of 
the ideas and much of the energy will 
bubble up from localities. 

"This really promises to be a grass­
roots effort building on an infrastructure 
already there," says Vanessa Kirsch, the 
founder and executive director of Public 

Allies, a Washington-based program that 
enlists young people to work in nonprofit 
and ldlcal governmental activities. "They 
really seem to be looking for people who 
are going to get down and dirty in the 
streets." 

An1eriCorps projects on the drawing 
boards include : 

• Teaching underprivileged kids how to 
read. 

• Working with clerics to get youths out 
of gangs. 

• teaming up 
with l"etired IBM ex­
ecutives to teach in­
ner-city children how 
to use computers. 

• Cleaning up the 
shorelines of Galve­
ston Bay. 

• Working with 
the Navajo Indian 
natiort on projects 
like providing clean 
tap water. Eli Segal 

• Helping rebuild hurricane-devastated 
homes in south Florida in tandem with 
Habitat for Humanity. 

There are more than a few critics who 
worry that the program will evolve into 
costly political pork, or that it will be a 
feel-good, "goo-goo sop" to liberals. Some 
even ask why should the government 
"pay" volunteers. 

If Tim Hager is the prototype of Ameri­
Corps volunteers, these concerns are 
groundless. Despite his earlier injury, he 
joined the Marine Corps last year but 
eventually had to leave when the degener­
ative arthritis in his hips worsened. He 
was devastated, but soon discovered 
AmeriCorps, offering a chance not only for 
public service but also to return to his old 
neighborhood and work at reducing the 
sort of crime that affl icted him. 

"It was awful when I had to leave 
the Marines. But now I feel like I'm 

serving my country, maybe even in a 
more direct manner," he says. Without 
the AmeriCorps job and aid he doubts 
that he would be able to go to college. 
This is one reason the national service 
concept is much morf' appealing than 
George Bush's 1,000 Points of Light. 
which would have encouraged volun· 
teerism more as noblesse oblige for 
more affluent kids than as a program 
to enlist and help working-class kids 
like Mr. Hager. 

As for worries about political pork, Mr. 
Segal continually hammers home the point 
that these projects have got to make tan­
gible contributions to the communities as 
well as to the participants. The model is a 
demonstration project last summer. Some 
80 young men and women were sent to 
Texas to publicize the childhood immu­
nization program and locate children who 
needed inoculations. The result: There 
were 104,889 immunizations in southern 
Texas. "For every $1 we spent on this, the 
return was $5.65," Mr. Segal brags, based 
on a study by his organization and the Cen· 
ters for Disease Control. 

No one is better able to assess the 
opportunities and problems facing 
AmeriCorps than the remarkable R. Sar­
gent Shriver, who started the Peace 
Corps more than 33 years ago. Mr. 
Shriver sees a lot more difficulties with 
this program because of the diversity of 
existing efforts and the greater political 
problems with a domestically based ini­
tiative than a foreign-based one. But the 
opportunities today are plentiful: "In 
1960 Jack Kennedy aroused a sort of ide­
alism and self-sacrifice; something sud­
denly began to happen. Today that is 
more the norm. This is one of the most 
heartening developments of the last part 
of the 20th century." 

Eli Segal has the potential to become 
the Sargent Shriver of this decade. That 
would be an achievement. 
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TRUE SERVICE 
AmeriCorps National Service 

allows us to help out right at home 
On ~pt. 12, I was one of 20,000 sworn 

into the AmeriCorp11 National Service 
program. Now I am one of 20 "Jpnad 
strategically across the state working for a 
programs known a.s New Jersey Commu­
nity Water Watch. A coalition of 15 
environmental and community organiza­
tions came together to form Water Watch, 
and now the 20 of ua will join in full ti.me. 

National Service - what a concept -
setting out to tack.le the problems in our 
own backyard for a change. The idea has 
been around for years: work ha.rd -to 
empower, serve, and educate in the places 
that need it moat. It ia a tradition 
exemplified in the work of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps as well as the Peace 
Corps. This time the opportunity is geared 
toward young people like myself, to ex­
perience this in our country, attacking the 
problems that affect our lives. 

Friends, relatives, and other curious 
individuals a.sked in disbelief what it was 
that inspired me to do tlili. Wu it the 
extravagant living stipend (minimum 
wage would have covered more)? Was it 
the light work schedule (at least 45 hours 
a week)? Was it, perhaps, the $4,725 
earmarked in my name as an educational 
award? I don't think so. 

What ia a aumma cum laude college 
graduate doing willingly accepting a salary 
cut of more than 50 percent? What on 
Earth could pownly have motivated me 
to do this? It's simple. I believe I can make 
a difference and I know I am in for the 
learning experience of a lifetime. 

What can one person do in the course of 
nine montha? What can a group of 20 
people accomplish? By June; we will have 
organized 1-' community waterway 
cleanups and stream-walked about 15,600 
hours covering 9,360 miles of waterway. 
Over the course of nine months, we will 
individually serve 1,700 hours usessing 
water quality, building stronger comm uni• 
ties, and bringing educational programs to 
schools, and that's just the beginning. We 
will be mapping, surveying, and monitor• 

ing the waterways in the moat environ­
mentally and economically distressed 
areas of the state. We will work in 
conjunction with organizations already in 
existence and make a significant impact 
within the community. When we leave, we 
intend to have Water Watch groups regis• 
tered with the Department of Environ­
mental Protection in each community 
we're in. 

Currently, our country and our state are 
plagued with problems. Everyhone feels 
the impact of this . EnvirotlIMntal ~gra­
dation has brought dangers to our lives 
that are almost unfathomable. Mercury, 
PCB, and dioxin levels in our waters are 
sky high; all of these pollutants have been 
linked to public health threats such a.s 
brain damage and cancer. Nationally, over 
70 billion gallons of hazardous wastes are 
generated and dumped each yyear with 15 
billion pound being used here in New 
Jersey. In our small state, more than 50 
percent of our drinking water supply 
comes from regions deemed unfi.shable 
and unawimmable. It is difficult not to feel 
wholly estranged from your environment 
when you life has been spent surrounded 
by pavement. This is the same pavement 
that provides a smooth sail for the motor 
oil and sidewalk truh that gets swept up 
in the rain and poured down storm drains, 
into the waterways that ia the drinking 
waur supply. Although the problems fac ­
ing New Jersey communities are many 
and acute, simple energy and hope are 
thekeey ingredients in a change for the 
better. 

Now, I'm not naive. I now my nine 
months of service won't cure the problems 
we face, but with 19,999 others working at 
the aame time to get things done, you'd 
better believe ther·e will be a difference. • 
One person can do a lot. Together, we can 
do more. 

Laart, M. Goldstein 
AmtrlCorps volunteer 

New Jersey ~mmunlty Water Watch 
New Brunswick 
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Bi~l's. ~rigade: Y: ollllg ~dults Serv~rt~.,Sa~_piego 
. . •:.- ... , --- . . _., - . 

AmeriCorps goes to. work · 
in service to comm1inity 
3ySTE\fE SCHMIDT 
;1ifj' Writer 

T he Newt Gingriches of America be­
-lieve President 9Jinton lacks corps 
values. 

,,Well, value this: While holiday prepara­
:lons absorbe~ many of us last week, hun­
lreds of uoifortned young aduJts based in 
Joint Loma sweated and sacrificed. 

They carved trails, cleaned riverbanks, 
1elped in police stations. 

'.fhey are.part of Bill's Brigade, volun­
eers with Presiden't Clio ton's new com• 
nun.ity service army marshaled in early 
;eptember ll!].der the name AmeriCorps. 

."Y 0W1g Americans really do care," ~aid 
:orps mern~r Sesilia Song of Texas. -

Po~t Loma Naval Training Center, Song . 
is aro.ong 15,000 people serviog conimuni~· 
ti¢s'nationwide under the $1.5 billion ini· 
tiatiie. . • 
~s members earn a modest living.al­

lowance and $4,725 toward the cost ofa 
college education-for.each yea,r in the pro• 
grani'!The Point Loma effort is among 
nine ~p·arate AmeriCorps programs llll" 

fold~ in ~ -Diego County.· 
. ~ -In Ba1boii Park, corps meml>ers lead 
• ·-s.afetyW graffiti patrol:;. 

-i. ln.~dido, they develop youth pro-
• grams-lit sehools, businesses ilild commu• 
-pity centerl, - . 
:: · Ia Cliula~lista, they help city police with 
. ~~gerp_rin~ill• clerical work ~nd other ~u- . • 
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They're not the lost Generation X yo11 
1ear so muqi ab~t." . . 

Assigned to anAmeriCorps crew al the 

- - s ; • ..... • , . i ~ ••.. -- i_ .. ~ ; · ' , \ ••• 

· -.- -ir see Corps on Pa eA~26 • _ Hitting t~e ~,ic_h: AmeriCotps workers (left to rip~tJ. Audrey _King, Luci? Torres 
1 :: -~ - "..- 9 . • • • and.Clms Ope.la. check Cardi"-f/Statf Park to see ifit is accessible to the disabled. 
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-~ . . r . . 
right of a handt~appedparking space <it Cardiff State Beach. 
ig it accessible to those with disabilitfrfs. • 

) • I • 

~ 

·., 

inmates trying ·to shave· their· sen-
tences. ; . ,. . 

Some sailJ~s o.n the. r omt Loma . 
ba:se dismiss' corps members as so­
cialist do-goodniks, according to 
some volunteers, Clinton's Commu­
nist Corps, thef re ~lled. 

Many corps members said they 
were drawn to service by reasons 
both altruistic and practical: They 
cin help others, and make money 
toward their own education. 

Ron Edwards of Washington said 
the money will help cover tuition at 
the New Mexico Military Institute, 
which he hopes to attend m the fali. 

He could just as well {ljp burgers 
to make money, he said, but it 
wouldn't be enough. "I understand 
that there's no perfect society," he 
said. "But personally, I try to be the 
best that I can be." 

On his donn door hangs an inspi­
rational quote from the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. On his bookshelf, 
Edyrards keeps a copy of Sir Thom· 

I • 

as More's "'Utopia." 
Nineteen-year-old Isa Fuimaono, 

anqther member of Song's crew, 
said neglecting the needs of others 
is ct>nsidered a form of betrayal 
among Samoans. • 

She is shocked by the homeless 
people she sees c:illing for help 
along San Diego's streets. "It just 
breaks my heart," she said. "It's the 
Samoan way to help others." 

Work experience 
Not everyone takes their work 

totally to heart. 
Chip Lopez, 19, of Huntington 

Park said he joined more for the 
work experience than any wann 
and fuzzies, He hopes to become a 
forest ranger or firefighter after 
leaving AmeriCorps. 

Lopez was in Soag's crew last 
week as it headed off to its latest 
project. Song drove, Edwards rode 
shotgun. 

The tightly knit group put the 

.LS3M :):)'.)N 

finishing touche~ on an ambitious 
survey of 10 state parks alongffie 
county coast - from Silver S~ 
beach to Torrey Pfnes to'Car~· 

Their assignment: To see if the 
parks meet rigid state and fedeu.l 
standards aimed at making tliein 
accessible to those in wheelcM!lrs 
and to others with disabilities.-·· 

They measured parking spaces 
and sidewalk inclines and conducted 
other checks, using detailed fonns. 
to help build a computer databa~. 
for use by state officials. - . 

While the work seeme<l mlln• , 
dane, park officials called it critical. 
"It's important to ensure thae,ell . 
our park facilities are fully accessi­
ble," said park superinterrtlent. 
Navarro. ,,:1 : 

When Song's team reuniteg-,fo\- 1 

lowing the holidays, it goes to Phoe• . 
nix for several days to paint houses: 
for the poor. " ~-~ ; 

After that, it may head to N!)?th-1 
em California foll further state'lm'k 
surveys. ·,t, 

Among those sponsoring Ameri­
Corps projects are the Urban~· 
of San Di~go, San Diego State "Uni­
versity Foundation and the San lilt· 
go Consortium and Private I~.: 
·tcy Council , ... 

-~ 
Like commissioning a ahlp :·! -' ~ 

The Point Loma effort is one:-.\jf 
four nationwide operating on do~­
sized military bases. The residoo-. 
tial program is known as the Na• 
tion!!l Civilian Community Corps. 

"It has come together in sut1t1a 
short ,time , •. . and has alr.efldy 
made a tremendous impact,"::SmiJ 
Paul Johnson, director of the F'&z'it 
Loma program and a retired N5V;y 
captain. ._ 111v-; 

"This has been a very challengmg 
job, and I kind of-associate it with 
commissioning a new ship," he said. 
"You start with a shell, a sbip:,'yq~ 
build policies, you build a crew~!•. 
and you have a mission to perform/' 

Not au are up to it. ull • 

Fourteen people have le£i;·:tlfe . 
Point Loma program, eitbei~fcll:'_ 
personal reasons or because t1ify 
were thrown out. ~," .. 

''We all come from diverse ~k­
grounds and that can create ~­
flict," said Pogue. She added, hdw­
ever, that Song's dozen has Jeatned • 
to work well together. , 11•• 

Last week, as the crew's ,v,m 
sped down Interstate 5 m~ar Mis­
sion Bay, the green-shirted b(ltltb : 
launched into a goofball renditioi'r'6f 
a Christmas classic, "Silent Night,' 

Meow, Me-meow, Meowww. 
Meow, Me-Meow, Meowww. :: ··• 

They sang like cats, the. whole'lcit 
of them, before sputtering into:gig­
gles. , ... .. .. 
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,;Young adults work in 
. community service 
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ties. 
• .:.fa Lemon Grove, they join others 
tif paint houses for poor senior citi­
ie·ns. 
• .' -r'fhe AmeriCorps team led by 
Song last week finished an exhaus­
tive survey of state parks along the 
coastline to ensure compliance with 
state and federal disability laws. 
"-'"It's real refreshing to see them," 
s.rtd Ed Navarro. a state park su­
perintendent. "They're talcing a bull 
by-the horns and are doing an excel­
lent job." 

Chula Vista police were also up­
beat. "They've had an impact in 
getting jobs done that wouldn't oth­
erwise be done," said Lt. Don 
Partch. "They've made a big contr:i­
won.w 

~•most 801>toJe~~rh,ounty 
;;\'More than 220 volunteers based 
.fu:,P.oint Loma are already working 
.<m ~early 80 projects in the. nine 
programs throughout the county, 
. pn!Y four months after AmeriCorps' 
Greation. 
S-,AmeriCorps' Point Loma beach­
. )}Md is believed to be the only one 
gi.Jjle county where corps members 
- all 18- to 24-year-olds - • also 
•'J:OQt:O together. No one would con­
~e it with Utopia. 
; 110 They live in a cluster of mustard­
gql9red military donns, $haring toi-

:ltW. and rooms, Mess ball privileges 
.wrne with the program ~nd dorm 
buildings are segregated by sex. 

•;ii Some corps members bitterly 
-~~plain about the house rules im­
posed on them, particularly the rou­
Me room inspections, 10 p.m. quiet 
time and other regulations that 
J;Qr.ps administrators say build 
.i~a.mwork and are needed in tight 
imarters, 

"It's been pretty hard for some 
people," said Karla Hicks of Ore­
go·n. "Especially for those of us who 
}:l~ve never lived in a dorm situa• 
tiqn." > Qthers accept the rules as the 
price paid for living on a military 
base and for being with a program 
~llat must prove itself to a public 
~~tiptical of government initiatives. 

"The rules may seem tough but 
.~ey're fair," said one volunteer. 
:'We can't afford a free-for-all." 
• . ,When the Clinton administration 
~ormally proposed the ambitious 
.QJ.'.\'.)gram in 1993, it tried to give it a 
,, 

Hard at work: AmeriCorps·worker. Ron Edwards measures the h◄ 
Edwards' crew was trying to see if the park met standards 11J,aki1 

We-Are-The-World cast, Young 
Americans of all stripes would 
come together in a year of service 
to the n~tion, bridging society's ra­
cial, economic and other differ­
ences. 

The idea echoed President John 
F. Kennedy's Peace Corps and 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
Civilian Conservation Corps. 

"I challenge a new generation of 
young Americans to a season of 
service - to act on your idealism 
by helping troubled children, keep­
ing company with those in need, 
reconnecting our tom communi• 
ties," Clinton said in his inaugural 
address. 

A dozen In a white nn 

two Samoan, two Latino, one Afri­
can-American and one Korean, 

Some are midille class, some 
poor. A few have college degrees. 

"It was scary at first because I'm 
not used to meeting all these differ­
ent people," said 19-year-old An­
nette Sagia of Samoa, a member of 
Song's crew. ''Where I come from, 
it's basically just Samoans, 

"I'm ·learning new things about 
the culture of others, about their 
religion. about their eating habits, 
about their way of life and all that. b 

Said Sara Pogue of Washington: 
"In the four months that I've been 
here, I've learned a Jot about peo­
ple. Just because Annette and I 
don't look alike doesn't mean we 
don't have the same problems. 

At least four days a week, Song's "We're not as different as we 
12-member crew sets out for the think we are." 
field in a Ford van. When people sp0t an Ameri-

They pile into the white van, Corps worker. confusion some­
wearing regufation forest-green times follows. Some see them toil­
unifonns. Six members are white, ing and think they're prison 

is::rn JJJN T6CO tzs 6T9 XYd tz:ao dni t6 / LZ / ZT 
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Pacific Beach Man Hopes To Revive Civilian ,Conservation C.orps ~ .... 
By Melanie Nickel 
Beach & Bay Press 

Cabrillo National Monument, Mount 
Helix and Kate Sessions Parle, 

"We learned values like good work 
Pacific Beach resident Bud Wilbur ethics and respect for the environment 

th.inb the Civilian Conservation Corps that lasted throughout our lives," Wilbur 
(OX:) was the best thing that ever hap· ~d. "ft was a character--shaping experi-
pened to bimandhisgenerntion. ence £or us," .- . 

Established in 1933, primarily to pro- ~ southwest regional director of the 
vicie employmem for young men, me Natio.cal Associa.Uon of CCC Aiumni 
CCC eventually hired 3 1/2 million men • . (NAa:cA), he wants the youth of today 
for periods of six months lo two years. to have the same opportunity. 
Living in military-style camps, CCC • • Unlike alumni groups that focus on 
members developed parks, built roads, · reunions arid fellowship, NACCCA 
planted trees end fought forest fires until devotes the ,considerable energy of its 
the corps ~ disbanded in 1942.. There mempers (avepige age: 75) to lobbying fur 
were 19 CCC camps in the San Diego the .setup of CCC~style programs for 
area, and its members helped to develop you.ng people; .. • • 

.. I: ' , , 

:, Large--Selection 

·,Unusual 

' - ~ i, 
I , 

Exciting 

c ·rttlm 
· ;{'}~ , . 

'~ -:,::\ • .~: \ '.: ,: 
• \ ' ':·i, 1 ... . ~ Ir• - :,

1 
·'. 

nu~': Sell. Tr .. JL•. & : ' •.111s iit11 ·\ . / 
~h:n & Wo1ne11 ~ 1 I,•: 11111~ · r .1 

, 106I•·Garnel Ave. Padfi~ Bea~h 

: fJ-8 11•2833 

:$:AVE BIG 

Sherry Squire, reervlflr'lg of!icer tor lhe 
Nah'onal· erv,1re.n Communlly Corps., -receives 
a book about rhe h/sroty ·o1 the Civif!M Con~ 
se,vatfon Corps (CCC) from PacfflC Beach' 
resldenJ Bui:J Wilbur, reg/anal director of the 
NsfionaT Asslx:fatic,n of CCC Alumni, 

They have had· considerable success. 
The 18-year-o1d Caliromia Conservation 
Corps was a model for the nation. There 
are now 35 lo 40 state corps and numer­
ous city and amnty programs. The city of 
San Diego has a program , San Diego 
Url:ian Corps which was started in_ 1989 
by !hen-mayor Maureen, O'Connor al the 
su.,P,gestion of Wi[bJp"'s ·wife, Mari~n. 
. , Bui the group's -greatest pride and joy 

is the National CivHian Community 
Cotps (Nax:: , prcioowiced "N-triple-C")', 
fl flederal pilol program'. ,~•hich began lasl 
nmnth . lls linit 239 members are current­
]\· on residence at (Ile cfo~ing >laviifTI-~in;, 
i:)g Centedn Poihl Ltlmn . 01fo' ot"four 
Sllch cml!°m~ i Jl tHe coub l ry. Td:ifns ' f1:orii 
dw :-.JCCC am fa1jbing ':oui lhr'ougl{ S;iri 
l)lf~o to impiovci ~flrks). 'tem:h schoolchil­
t!r,!n . clean 11p warfii! anrl ~!herwis il 
!111JHm•n lhn cx1mmw)il.) : 

Wil b, ir's organi":r.a1ioh Ill,!',' hiwc ()h1111: 
,.,; :!;, : ir!,!;1 l"i ,r 1!11/ NC:CX : ,:. l'n!sidcml fiill 
' •. ·! .•·•~ •-: ;_-,, • i i'' =' :·•·.·•• • I., "H!Jtl 1 : ~ .;. 

l . 
,· 

NACCCA convention was in Arkansas, 
and Clinton, who was govern.or o( 
Arkansas, was one of our speakers ," he 
recalled. "He told us he had been review• 
ing the idea (of a youth conservation 
corps) and he was going lo do it for 
Arkansas. He said, 'This is something the 
nation needs."' 

Wilbur and vlhei memb&:.s of t.~s 
group helped train the NCCC recruits, 
who ·Bt!! fascinaled by the ax; tradition. 

. arui. regard themselves as its heirs. "They .. . 
(CCC alumni) are our grandpartners," 
said Rachel Kozloff, an. Nax: team lead-
er. ;:Tuey,ooine to.~ events end talk to 
us.J,11~. sa.y \ve 8l'fl just like they were." 
. :•VJ,~ w~re. hop~:ng for mare (NCCC) 

ca.co.p~; ·~ut fout is b~tter than n~ne," 
Marion ooid.' ''We leel good that \W got it 
here ~ $an.Diego.'' : ' 

, f;I!.~ is now p:ushing to expand 
tha_;ptosn!ffi, The, N<;:CC accepted only 
about' ~e• applic:$t in four, ·_ and Marlon 
feels lbai:1 foout thi 'yow:igsters who w:ere 
nohl±ep.lea. "'Mlese kids ~ked for an 
OPP,Q~ty. but the governmen1 denied 
thJ?rir ,,. sheisaid. '"thalisn'J nght." 

:': _,_.., 1 .. ;• J •·., • .._ • 

'We:.learned· values Jike 
: • - . l C r' -~ ~ '"l ~ #; '" 1 • 

good wor,!c ethics and 
' ,· :respectiforthe- - • 

e;nvironment that laste.d­
:t.hro,ughoijt'our lives.~ . . 

' ' ' 
· •· • r • -'-;Bud Wi1bm 

' 'rh;'. ti~e is rii~hl, for_~ ne_w:ccy. 
Wilbur.a(gued . "-All ,this . work on lhe 
ria!i~b.al J?_arks ~"'8S_ don~ GO Years.~gQ _(!tJ 
the otd a;C)," he ~la l ◄~d . "It's timefo ren-
ovate it." • , · 

Wiltmr; wllcrsp1m1 1nosi or hi.~ ·1:.-1rcmr 
in the Air Fcm:;11, ~m,b his 18 ruonths in 
thP. ca:: as o high 'poii'11 in his life. Hi:! ;111rl 
M~.rio_11 urn r:1)lh;rL ~11g artifacts_, .for ·a 
plannr.<I m1:s~11m 111 S;irj Luis Obispo.· Jfo 
urges any c :cc aJ4mm1s, or anyone with 
CCC hishJ1ical ntfll,iiial to donalr~. lo r;:1II 

iJ l 



1·0 AmeriCorp:' .. 
a big thank you I . '. 

A delegation from Amerii;orp has completed its work nl Paul Ecke 
Central Elementary School, bullding a garden and playground in a 
park-like setting. . 

Americorp is like the Peace Corps only young people in the p"rogre.rns··· : 
work on clomestic project.s. This is the fir:;t Americorporojecl in E:ncinita3; , . -, r. "· ., ,.,._., u ,., v,1..,, 111 L .. 

and it is one· to be proud of. 
Now, Paul Ecke Central students can eajoy a new playground facility 

and garden as an inl.egrlll part of their education. 
Hats olf to the Americorp worker$ _who m,de this project poll.'lible. • 

EnciniU$ will never forget the fruit:! of your labors. ,., •••• !'· -·· " • • • • 

A2 - Erinltas Sun - Thursday, November 17, 1994 

~ At the Heart of Ye 

Americorp finishes playground ·• • • -• -- • 
By 8m Dunigan section o( the -playground wit!\ a the garden 'will be,;ome a community 
Sla ff Vriter nature theme. The cs.mpus w115 Ule garden for the public to use and take 

Stulents and faculty at Paul Ecke very first of five nationwide projects care of. 
C.m~I El~menta.ry bade farewell to pllinned to benefit public elementary "They did a wonderful job," said 

Comnunity Corps la5t week. Tocrettte"Specie.lPlacesforSpecial school and the project's coordinator. 
w,r.~ (rom -,fr.;; Natimial Civiliffii schools. Mary Plassmeyer, a teacher at the 1 

A ~up Qf 13 workers from the People" the workers plan~ 26 treee, 'There is just no way we would have 
nr1o,ty, if'orn1ed program, which has including n tipuana tipu tr-ee grove been able to put thi! together on our 
been labeled a. "domestic Peace Corps" and a tree gazebo, built a small own. Both the NCCC and local donors 
spent a month transfortning the amphitheater with telephone pole 11re the reason we have it." 
eltmentary school's playground. The 6eat.ing, and a big hill for the kids to Those donating money and resoun:-. 
na~ional program off ere community play on, which will soon be covered.._i.n es 8.!!ILJ>~ ~ime iriduded the Paul Ecke • 
.service opportunities for Americans gm$S, Central-Pacific View PI'A, the Ecke 
asr.s 1~ to 24 in return for financial lnordcrtogctthcNGCCworker;ta family, the Mach11do Family, Gail 
~ist.ance for education purpose:,. the i;chool, there had to be a comm uni- Wint.erboume, Candice Po~r. Caro- . 

1Che end result "S~aJ Places for __ ty benefit. So in-Uiesummer, when the . lyn. Cope; Liborio Playa,-Bill Burton· 
8.p<".ciaf People," a new and diffe~ent '· sti.lderits are tiajoying their-vacations, , -and Associates, Shephard Seeds, .- • •• • • • 
. • . . Weidner 's GreenhouG_eij, ·Target, 

• ~-.Sunsh>ne Nursery;4 ·Frl'linnten:UtR ,. 

Thl'st: A mm'r:orp worlcen gor salured al Paul Er:kt Ctnlral School lost we;k 
lucaust thty complt!led 111ork 011 the campus play,:round'ai,d'garrlen·. • :: 

Bank, Ptogre55jve Concrete , RCP 
Brick and Block, StallihgS Ranch 
Nursery, Evergreen Nursery and 
Pardee Tree Nursery . P. --~-- T'1: 

Tht projecl was the very ritst for all . 
the tnetnbers in this NCCC group . ." 
They said being able lo work at an • 

·- elementary school was a definite : • 
·• bonus. 

~It's been great getting lhe oppor­
tunity to work with the kids like we : 
have and now being able to watch ~ • 
them play on the :;luff we helped L. , ,. 
crea~ for them,'' said Tonya Dailey, a · 
24-year~ld NCCC worker. 'Tm just 
hoping I get lo work with kid:, in 
future projects." 

Plassm~yct poin~ oul that they are 
still looking for donors of rnulch 11nd : . • 
-~il,-packs Qf plant!! t.o ~ct thl\ g11rden : 
up a~d growin_g. • Anyan~ wishing- lo , 

·donate c'llii c.a1rtl\e sch·cxil at 944-4323. 
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Local woman 
serve~ in.,corps 

,,L-... ~ :ti.. 7 l,J.,:.7:r,.., . _ 
' ··Nff1anie- s.)fershey,:_daughter of 

Mark & Maity°-flershey';is·!currently' 
• vollinteenng.-.YJitli National Civilian 

· .Community: eorps (NGCC), in San 
Diego, Calif., an Ameri Corps pro­
gram in the Corporation for national 

-aiid Community Service, created last 
-.. Sep_te~Jiff , ~hen President Clinton 
,. s1gn&filie.'natio.nal and community 
_· servfo~;1t<lst A2tof.1993 . • 

. V'.J'• -~~ I i~-;:: •~•(' • '., ... ,~ ..,t :.- ,. ... -....,,,. . • x:t1f!.?.f.mHr ~ffic1a.J 'S\l(~_armg m was 
-'· h~l~ _on::s .~~~~~r:}J,-.1~ L~:~e~ 
: :l~~ ~xf.'.4lt~s1qen~ J ~h~tq,n,:1 <!ftli: 

._,AnclrewShti<t as 'the· emEei>'t'5If owect 
•. • by_pio~til' 'per:f~~ances. from-the 
' group 'tmmature; ·as -~cl}·1i.s', P.atty 
LaBelle. ;_,-- ' • • ~d,,,{#/-:-,. ,:_ 

The. program began' with ·five 
• • - . ' i• •• I-.. : . • 

intense weeks of physical 'and men-
.. ta! r tr.ainiQg . .. V ai:ious,,.. wor:kshops 
: : in~l~dmicli ve"fiity1~cdminunication, 
\:physi~a~~y ~halleflg~dJ ~d:~o~meles~­
~-ness ·we·re atten'ded .. · Hershe)'. was 
~ ti~1~<i:~We~-fif'f:. !.rr CP,R; First 
Ald and Disaster Rebef. Many chal-
Ieiigiii'g ~\ te~~_bwJ~ing· .' activities 

:,.including Wkll .D .. were completed. 
• J, ~He!sh'ey'' l's~~iff of a 13 member • 

',r,,,. ' • · , .. : 1 • •~ ·, ·r~ 

. _t~ ~~~-o~g.f:g~,-\their • first five 
mon{h, project. oir :October· 11 . The 

.te~m' J s -building . 2.5 miles .of a 
wilderness trail which includes two 
brid.ges.' Two · sfts of staiw and the 
restoration of a stream> The trairis 

{loca'iea···iri'tlie Taft'Ruffin Canyon 
which is next to the Taft Junior High 
School: Part'of the project is to edu­
cate the students about the surround-· 
ing vegetation and viild!ife . • Miss 
Hershey is also involved in before 

• and after school reci-e~tiori'al oppor­
tunities and individual tutoring. -· 

Hershey is a 1990 graduate of 
Warwick High School and a 1994 
graduate of Gett1/5burg College. 
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f ACCCA Welcomes NCCC to San Diego Center 
by Bud ~tl:w. 

$W Regior,,31 Dim:for 
:::C CA mv.rr:,L'r~ v.-elcorr.rd 

Corps mem j<'r, 10 tn~ N 11~11 / 

,g c12n112r , Sal\ )',ego, Calil .. on 
,t:er 9, 1994. 

Th¥ r.o•f'I~ nwrr':J~n aml 11i~ilers 
warkl'U 1hrough lhe patriollc d'1~plllY, <>I 
llags ·,:, 1hll'ir v.·elco,ne t:t>r('mcmies w :, : e . 
lile Na.-y iMnrl cnl2nained w'nh n,v5 c 
11tc11 ir,rl t1ded rhe CCC M.irch . 

The program beg,m with lhe N,'-)1 

M~~. 'of NACCCA pose with Don a1d Scott, third from 
direct~r of the NCCC. 

Color C ua,d, San Oil.'90 mayot a nc 
NTC b.-i~e comman-Jtt. GenPra1 Scull 
was gu1!$1 speal<ef. Mrmi>rr-.dt NAC C· 
CA Chap!~s .C:5, ? · {.\tr: ~ ! 2g •.·.·N~ 

i n res.e rved Ir o n.l l ine w111s t.1nd 1 he reci­
pl~ nls ol much appl.iusli' for !he lega~ 
and II·~ ~dvoc.ac:y for the ('~CCC tc 
become II re.-il ily . t,,' 

Ttvough an al1:c~ fn •~~ ~nio,~­
- ~ a grandmothe- r~g the in· 
_lormalion 101 he.- grandson from 
Oregon, brougfil together the 11-ecruller, 
Marlon Wilbur, 11nd the corps. mernbc, 
Joshua Bloom. Twin corps memben 
are friends ol Jac:1-1 Riker. fov11de-r llnd 
pas! pNISlden1 of Chapter 65, 01hers i.Ye 
lrom lhe efforts of Chiipler 55 
recru11ing. Bryan McMalns. presic:fent of 
Chapter J 10, and BIii Hardesty, wi?rl' 
featured on lhe even'ng TV news uJi1h 
the corps members. 

Shortly rh2ffllher. a1 lhe Urban Col'J)S 
of San Diego, sc~la.-shlp awatds were 
given to _'malda Abear and Christy 
Nieto frorn !he Marion zmd Bud EoOCo• 
lion Awi!;d, and 1'1'e Elizabeth M. ia~ 
tuche M rmooal Awiird. 

On Se?fember 12, membmi lrom 
Chapfffl 55 iind 128 lrave!ed wilh rhe 
NCCC co,ps members to join the Ur• 
blin COl'J)S, Vista Volu~~ and the 
AmeriCorps at lhe Unive1>a1I Sludlo.s 

Correction 
• 0 ~ Page 12 d the Oct~, 

. Jour.t,Jf, ~ headli:u• ~tated ' "250 
Young Am~ri<an~ In Nor1h Carn-

• 1in.a Reg ion Canp a? L~ 
AFE," The h1111d line shou ld ha1-r 

. read ;·2so lfoung AmeriCIIM in 
Nor , . Central Re gion Camp al 
Lo.v..r,i AFB.;. 

j . .. ~. • 

: ·sud '. Wllbm with Zoraida 
Abeu ~nd Chrfaty Nieto, wln­
n~rs of lhe educaUon award. 

Ampl,llhe~1re In H~ lor Presl· 
d,m1 ClinlOn'r n.rtional salell/te hookup 
and inducnon cf 111! 20,000 Ameri• 
Co~ mtmbers. Melvin Adams, pr~· 
denl or Ch21opter 50, had beetl chostn 
ro re~esc-n1 the NACCCA and pass Ille 
lorch to lhe n~,., s.,leHlle hock•u(1, 
Mrl~•ln g,we a brle1 \peech on h ls work 
at C rirlir~. Par~ ,md ,e~ived a st!nding 
civa·:o n . 

·o, ~ ~1 nb l'r 13 , Bu d WilbJr a nd 
B111 ·P?lei5Pn . r~pr~imtlng Ch~pt1·M> SS 
a11 d l 2B. ~t~n rie d !he NCCC Com• 
rno nitv Work Gr'oop ,md leiur- e'cl-llie 
(or p~ rn c-'mber~ ti"'-·t' prolecin,nd·pro· 
poScl ~ alrt adr, in; progre~ ·w}i ere ,!MY 
LL~!/ · ')£ t,1 ·,1 /xin.; ,r [Cfo,Tste'p 5' of , ,th,ir 

··gr-cndpal'lner~" :- ~-thr ·CCG ·- ln:San 
Diitgo Counly ' ' : :·· • ! ·: 

·NACCCA m e r>;,er\ • ..... ;u bt' g·~')9 
lhrt lCCC,hi«lorv 1,;, rhe N C(;CC .:-orris 
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Bill's Brigade: Young Adults Serve ih San Diego 

AmeriCorps goes to work 
in service to community 
By STEVE SCHMIDT 
SUtf Writer 

T be Newt Gingriches of America be­
lieve President.Clinton lacks corps 
values. 

Well, value this: While holiday prcpara• 
tioos absorbed many of us last week, h~ 
dreds of uniformed young adults based in 
Point Loma sweated and sacrificed. 

They carved t-:ails, cleaned riverbanks, 
helpsiin policnutioo.s. 

They are part of Bill's Brigade, volun• 
teen with President Clinton's new com· 
munity service army marshaled in early 
September under the name AmeriCorps. 

-Young Americans really do care,• said 
corps member Sesilia Song of Texas. 
-rhey're not the lost Generation X you 
hear so much about.• 

Assigned to an AmeriCorps crew at the 

Point Loma Naval Training Center, Song 
is among 15,000 people serving communi· 
ties nationwide under the $1 .5 billion ini· 
tiative. 

Corps members earn a modest living al­
lowance and $4,725 toward the cost of a 
college education for each year in the pra. 
gram. The Point Loma effort is among 
nine separate AmeriCorps programs un• 
folding in San Diego County. 

la Balboa Park, corps members lead 
safety and graffiti patrols. 

In Escondido, they develop youth pra. 
grams at schools, businesses and commu­
nity centers~ 

In Chula Vista, they help city police with 
fingerprinting, clerical work and other du-

See Corpa on Page A-26 

Un,on-Trit.un.1 JC,Ul G1t> t: , 

Hitting the beach: AmeriCorps workers (left to rightj Audrey Khzg, Lucio Turn:::, 
and Chris Opela check Cardiff State Park to see if it is accessible to the disubl~J. 



Corps 
Young adults work in 
community service 

Continued from A-1 

ties. 
In Lemon Grove, they join others 

to paint houses for poor senior citi­
zens. 

The AmeriCorps team led by 
Song last week finished an exhaus­
tive survey of state parks along the 
coastline to ensure compliance with 
state and fedenl disability laws. 

"It's real refreshing to see them," 
said Ed Navarro, a state park su­
perintendent. "They're taking a bull 
by the horns and are doing an excel­
lent job." 

Chula Vista police were also up­
beat. "They've had an impact in 
getting jobs done that wouldn't oth­
erwise be done," said Lt. Don 
Partch- "They've made a big contri­
bution-• 

Almost 80 projects In county 
More than ~O voiunteers "'based 

in Point Loma are already working 
on nearly 80 projects in the nine 

. programs throughout the county. 
only four months after AmeriCorps' 
creation.. 

AmeriCorps' Point Loma beach­
head is believed to be the only one 
in the county where corps members 
- all 18- to 24-year-olds - also 
room tog~tller. No one would con­
fuse it witll Utopia. 

They live in a cluster of mustard­
colored military dorms, sharing toi­
lets and rooms. Mess hall privileges 
come with the program and dorm 
buildings are segregated by sex. 

Some corps members bitterly 
complain about the house rules im­
posed on them, particularly the rou­
tine room inspections, 10 p.m. quiet 
time and other regulations that 
corps administrators say build 
teamwork and are needed in tight 
qUarters. 

"It's been pretty hard for some 
people," said Karla Hicks of Ore­
gon. "Especially for those of us who 
have never lived in a dorm situa­
tion.• 

Others accept the rules as the 
price paid for living on a military 
base and for being with a program 
that must prove itself to a public 
skeptical of government initiatives. 

'"The rules may s~m tough but 
they·re fair." said one volunteer. 
~e can't afford a free-for-all.• 

When the Clinton administration 
formally proposed the ambitious 
program iJ: 1993. it tried to give it a 

We-Are-The-World cast. Young 
Americans of all stripes would 
come together in a year of service 
to the nation, bridging society's ra­
cial, economic and other differ­
ences. 

The idea echoed President John 
F. Kennedy's Peace Corps and 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
Civilian Conservation Corps. 

"I challenge a new generation of 
young Americans to a season of 
service - to act on your idealism 
by helping troubled children, keep­
ing company with those in n~d, 
reconnecting our torn communi­
ties," Clinton said in his inaugural 
address. 

A dozen In a white van 
At least four days a week, Song's 

12-member crew sets out for the 
field in a Ford van. 

They pile into the white van, 
wearing regulation forest-gr~n 
uniforms. Six members are white. 

two Samoan, two Latino, one Afri• 
can-American and one Korean. 

Some are middle class, some 
poor. A few have college degrees. 

"It was scary at first because I'm 
not used to meeting all these differ­
ent people,• said 19-year-old An­
nette Sagia of Samoa, a member of 
Song's crew. "Where I come from, 
it's basically just Samoans. 

"I'm learning new things about 
the culture of others, about their 
religion, about their eating habits, 
about their way of life and all that." 

Said Sara Pogue of Washington: 
"In the four months that I've been 
here, I've learned a lot about peo­
ple. Just because Annette and I 
don't look alike doesn't mean we 
don't have the same problems. 

~e're not as different as we 
think we are: 

When people spot an Ameri­
Corps worker, confusion som~­
times follows. Some see them toii· 
ing and think the•·',f- o:-is:,r 
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Old-timer knows the value of service corps for civilians 
:y Gary Massaro 
·- ··- --·-·· ----- - ------
·ocky Mo1mtai11 News Staff Writer 

AURORA - Mildred Blanche 
,as part of a youth movement that 
eautified America and in tum left 
1onuments to hard work and the 
pirit of sharing. 

Blanche was in the Civilian 
:onservation Corps from 1936 to 
938 in Winnebago, Neb. She dis­
ensed tools, tracked inventory 

' 
SUBURBAN 
NEWS 
BRIEFING 

Growth management is topic 
Arvada's growth-management 
plan will be the subject of four 
meetings beginning today at 5:30 
at Arvada City Hall, 8101 Ralston 
Road . Other meetings will follow 
at 7 p.111 . Jan. 24, Arvada West 
High School, 11325 Allendale 

and ordered sup­
plies for the public 
works program 
launched by Presi­
dent Franklin D. 

. Roosevelt. 
Evidence of the 

CCC remains all 
across America. In 

Blanche Colorado, workers 
built Red Rocks Amphithe,!tre. 

"The CCC gave me hope and 

Drive; 7 p.m. Jan. 25, Oberon 
Middle School, 7300 Quail St.; 
and 7 p.m. Feb. 7, also at Arvada 
City Hall. 

Westminster housing st<Jrts 
Housing starts in Westmins\er 
for 1994 totaled 1,690 units,-lom­
pared with 1,485 starts in 1993, 
an increase of 13.8% for the year. 
The value of construction was up 
52.2% over 1993, with more than 
$200 million realized, compared 
with $131,5 million last year. De­
spi te the bµsy year, building ac­
tivity slowed somewhat in De- .. 

opportunity when thelre was 
none," Blanche said. 

Blanche recently finished a 
term on the board of the National 
Association of CCC Alumhi. His­
torians say she is the only woman 
known to have served in the CCC. 

"When I was handing out those 
picks and shovels years ago, I 
never dreamed it would come to 
this," Blanche once told a reporter 
in Arkansas. "It gave me work 

cember, with 61 residential build­
ing permits issued, compared 
with 111 permits in December 
1993. 

Federal Heights appointment 
Micheal Vallero has been ap­
pointed to the Federal Heights 
City Council to complete the 
term of Ward 1 Councilman 
Wayne Martin. Martin retired af­
ter serving 11 years on the coun­
cil. He served eight years as the 
city's chief of police. Valleni, 35, 
is an elec;tronics 'techhii;:i'an for ;. 
,Microsemi Corp. and had se'rved 

• '' 

skills I needed for job success 
later." 

Blanche and her husband, Al­
ton, are liaisons to President Clin­
ton's National Civilian Community 
Corps, or AmeriCorps, contingent 
at the former Lowry Air Force 
Base. Clinton pitched the program 
Monday during ' his visit to Den­
ver. 

Both are retired government 
workers - Mildred from Fitzsim-

on the Federal Heights Planning 
and Zoning Comrriission. The ap­
pointment will last until Novem­
ber, when the voters will decide 
who will fill out the remaining 
two years of Martin's term . 

ons Ariny Medical Center, Altc 
from the Veterans Administratio1 

Mildred and Alton said FDR 
programs gave them an opportun 
ty to work, a chance to keep the 

. dignity and a shot at making 
contribution in society. 

Now they're lobbying the go, 
ernment to provide similar pre 
grams, such as AmeriCorpi 
aimed at boosting community se1 
vice. 

atives. The man was first struck 
by a wes tbound ve hicle and 
thrown about 80 feet. A second 
vehicle hit the victim and kept 
going, the driver app·arently un­
aware of the accident, Westmin-

Pedestrian killed on turnpilrn 
A 27-year-old man was pro­
nounced dead at the scene after 
being struck by three vehicles 
Sunday evening while walking 
across the Boulder Turnpike just 
eas t of Sheridan Boulevard . Au­
thorities would not identify the 
victim pending notificat ion of rel-

• ster police said. Finally, a third 
vehicle hit the victim and 
dragged him severa l feet. An 
initial inves tiga tion indica tes the 
victim was at fault , but police 
would like to talk to the driver of 
the second vehic le. No charges 
are anticipated against any of the 
d~·iycrs. 

nocky ~lountnin News s taff 



'Americorps-1~ CCC; benefits 
reci:ei,~rts, workers ' and communities 

I am a participant in America's new com­
munity service initiative, Americorps­
National Civilian Community Corps 
(NCCC). With the change that is about to 
take place in this nation's Congress, I am 
concerned ahout the well-being of a pro­
gram U1at has had an incredible impact on 
me. 

TI1e NCCC is a residential service program 
with four- campuses across the coW1try 
located in Aberdeen, Md., Charleston, S.C., 
Ran Diego, Calif., and Denver; Galo. I have 
heen a corps member at the Denver campus 
since Sept. 19, 1994. In the past few months, 
I have seen the benefits that 250 willing and 
able yoW1g people (all 18 to 24 years old) 
can bring to a commWlity. The NCCC teams 
of 10 to 12 corps members work in four ser­
vice areas - the environml'nt, education, • 
unmet human needs and public safety. 
However, many of our projects cross over 

several of these categories. 
My team's first project was working with 

Boulder Open Space on trail renovation. We 
built a silt fence and a split rail fence to pro­
tect South Boulder Creek and the bank from 
• erosion and silta~ion. We also replanted old 
trail areas with area junior-high children. 

Our second project was with children as 
well; they were just a little yoW1ger this 
time. I worked in a Denver public school 
second-grade class tutoring children in 
math and literacy. I was astonished by how 
much attention these children need. Every 
day when I walked into class, I was mobbed 
by students wanting help and hugs. It is the 
greatest feeling in the world to see a child's 
face light up when they W1dersta.nd how to 
read a clock or recognize a new word. 

TI1e project we are presently working on 
is renovating houses for low-income fanti­
lies. We have been doing various kinds of 

I 

constmction work from putting in dry wall 
and insulation to painting and cleaning. The 
families who will own the homes are work­
ing with us as well. In addition to helping 
that family, it makes U1e neighborhood a lit­
tle safer. 

Through these three projects, I have 
teamed that I can do things to help change 
U1e problems facing this coW1try. I would 
also be unfair if I said that I did not gain a lot 
from the experience myself. We in the 
NCCC also teach others through our very 
diverse backgrounds and experiences. 
Americorps-NCCC is part of the solution to 
our riation's problems. Please support it by 
joi.Iting the corps, soliciting our help for pro­
jects, and letting your congressperson know 
yoli believe in it. 

HEATHER JONES 
Hutchins_gn_ 
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Hutch native 
to spread the 
word about 
Americorps 

By Jill Schrag 
The Hutchinson News 

Hutchinson native Heather 
Jones; armed with a dieloma frOIJl 
;,.n Ivy League college, has been 
spending the past few months on 
what she sees - for now - as 
her dream job: building fences 
and installing dry wall in houses. 

Jones entered President Bill 
Clinton's Americorps-National 
Civilian Community Corps, a one­
year-old domestic version of the 
Peace Corps. Her 11-month stint 
ends in August, but she has al­
ready experienced enough to es­
tab-tish the "belief that the pro­
gram is part of the solution to 
America's problems. 

She will· be speaking to stu­
dents and counselors this morn­
ing at Hutchinson High School 
about her experiences in Ameri­
corps. . 

Jones, who graduated from the 
school in 1990, hopes she can in­
terest more students in the pro• 
gram. It was a similar presenta­
tion at Dartmouth College in 
Hanover, N.H., from which she 
graduated with a degree in gov-

' ernment and environmental stud­
ies, that helped her decide to join. 

"I was kind of looking for 
I something environmentally and 
~ ·service oriented," Jones said. So 

far, Americorps has lived up to 
a that description, she said. 
f' Jones, 22, has done everything 

from building a 60-foot-long, one­
foot-high silt · fence that protects 
creek beds from erosion, to 
teaching a smaU Denver school­
child how to read a· clock and 
helping rehabilitate housing for 
low-income families. The scope of 
Americorps activities is limited 
by only one Lhing: their public 
service projects must have a 
"lasting impact/ Jones said. 

"It's the greatest feeling in the 
world to see that light bulb go on 
over a little kid'11 head," Jones 
said. "When I walked into class. I 

, got mobbed by 22 kids; they ol­
most knocked m~ down. They're 

Photo by Monty D~vis 

Heather Jones will talk about her experiences with 
Americorps today at Hutchinson High School. 

just so excited to have someone and coips members also receive , 
give them attention." modest living allowance. 

Building the silt fence was "the The program is modeled afle1 
hardest work I've ever done," she one of F'ranklin Delano Roose 
said-. velt's work programs of the 1930! 

Americorps is designed to the Civilian Conservalior. 
combine the best of military and Corps, ,hich built Red Rock~ 
civilian life to serve the commu- Amphitheater in Denver - and i( 

nities surroundinl!' its four cam- attracts people from all soci-
puses in Aberdeen, Md., Charles- oeconomic backgrounds. 
ton, S.C., San Diego, Calif., and Jones said she has gained 
Denver. Colo. When each corps valuable insights from one of her 
member, ages 18 to 24. completes fellow corps members, a 21 -year• 
1.700 hours of public service old rapper and father of two from 
within his or her 11-month term, a Denver-area inner city. 
he or she receives an educational "When I think about how har rl 
stipend of $4,725, paid directly to it was for him to stay out ol 
the university of his or her choice. gangs, I realize how privilegr.r:l 
The stipend can be used for fu- I've been," she said. 
ture educational endeavors or to .Tones is the daughter of S:im 
pay back student loans. Room and and Candy Jones. 2100 North 
board i.s provided by the program. Madison. 
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IAmericOrps-N CCC beiiefits 
reciRt~:p.ts, workers · and communities 

I am a participant in America's new com­
munity service initiative, Americorps­
National Civilian Community Corps 
(NCCC). With the change that is about to 
take place in this nation's Congress, I an\ 
concerned about the well-being of a pro­
gram that has had an incredible impact on 
me. 

The NCCC is a residential service program 
with four- campuses across the country 
located in Aberdeen, Md., Charleston, S.C., 
S.m Diego, Calif., and Denver; Golo. I have 
been a corps member at U1e Denver campus 
since Sept. 19, 1994. In the past few monUls, 
I have seen the henefits U1at 250 willing anct 
able young people .(all 18 to 24 years old) 
can bring to a commmtlty. TI1e NCCC teams 
of 10 to 12 corps members work in four ser­
vice areas - the environml'nt, education, 
umnet human needs and public safety. 
fl ,-.. u• ..-.Pn r lll'HlH (\f nnr •"r "' if'l ,-. f r, rrnc-~ ()Vf\r 

several of these categories. 
My team's first project was working with 

Iloulder Open Space on trail renovation. We 
built a silt fence and a split rail fence to pro­
tect SouUi noulder Creek and the bank from 
erosion and siltation. We also replanted old 
trail areas with area.junior-high children. 

Our second project was with children as 
well; they were just a litUe younger this 
tinle. I worked in a Denver public school 
second-grade class tutoring children in 
math anrl literacy. I was astonished by how 
much attention these children need. Every 
clay whc11 I walked into class, I was mohhccl 
by students wanting help and hugs. It is the 
greatest feeling in U1 world to see a child's 
face light up when they urnlerstand how to 
read a clock or recognize a new word. 

TI1e project we arc presently working on 
is renovating houses for low-income fami-
1, ,.,r , \f I, ...,, ," h0nn ,JI"'"" ,,'lri"11 r lrinrl ,: r, f 

construction work from putting in dry wall 
and insulation to painting and cleaning. The 
families who will own the homes are work­
ing with us as well. In addilion to helping 
that family, it makes U1c neighborhood a lit­
tle safer. 

Tiuough U1cse three projects, I have 
lea.med U1at I can do Uungs to help change 
U1e problems facing this countty. I would 
also be unfair if I said U1at I did not gain a lot 
from U1e experience myself. We in Uie 
NCCC also tea.ch 0U1ers through our very 
diverse backgroimds awl experiences. 
Americorps-NCCC is part of U1e solution to 
Ollf riation's problems. Please s11pp01t it by 
joining the corvs, soliciting our help for pro­
jects, and letting your congressperson know 
you believe in it. 

1/EATIIERJONES 
Tlnl r·hin<;on 
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I\ARBAAA S. WILLIAMS. Editor 
ROBEkT J. COX. ,(ssiJtanl Ui10t 

(lfAII.U:S R. ROWE. ,hwcialt Editor 

Corps does the job 
Io response to Michael Welch's 

letter in the Jan. 28 issue: On be· 
half of the National CMllan Com• 
munlty Corps (NCCC) under the 
.AmerlCorps •ervlce initiative, a 
"volce" on bebaU of the program b 
ton& overdue. 

From the recent commentary on 
· the efforts of our service~ It ts evi­

dent that our defiblUon of a volun­
teer bas t,eoome distorted In a con­
uoveny Vlei' quantity -c! -benefits 
vs. quality of work. The Impor­
tance of our efforts Uea not ln the 
ale! •e receive, but rather the chal­
lengea we accepted during this sea­
son of service. 

When we were Inducted as co-rps 
members we toolt an oath to .. pro­
mote clvic pride and responsitiility 
to eet things done through commu­
ntty service." Our mlaslon during 
these 11 inonlhs is to make a 
cblage within communities 
throughout the nation ~d the only 
wa.y· to accomplish this goal is by 
·getting lnvohted and being ~rt of 
the JOluUon. 

It ls N.d, yet true, to come to the 
rulluUon that yolunlcers across 
1h11 nation are searce ln numbers. 
No one bu room to attack a. pro­
gram th~t provides immediate ~s­
s\ltance to communities where m· 
divlduab fall to contribute their 
spare tlme. 

f[T[.R MANIGAULT. Chairmg~ c.(1/n> Boord 
IV AN V, ANDERSO~ JR .. l'rr1ilrn1 ,wl PuloliJ~ 

L.Akk\' W. TARLETOS. t;_ut~l /•'t' Editor 

Volunteering bas become a life­
style for myself and 20,000 other 
AmeriCorps volunteers. My morn­
ing inspir•tlon is the dally chal­
lenges presented before me wheb I 
give of myself to rebuild and 
strengthen communllles that I en­
ter. As farmer is to his crop. I go 
forth to plant seeds to the rest of 
the world. These are seeds of Jis. 
dom and knowledge, charity and 
irindheartedncss, patience 'and wt• 
derst.anding. As corps members, we 
plant these seeds in classr¥ms, 
hospitals, soup kitchens, forests, 
homes and within families -
wllelher it ls yQlln or ours. 

1, too, left hoffle after high sfbool 
with a dream, and that wa~t.hat 
whatever l decided to do \tith my 
lHe, 1 wodld do to the best of my 
abilities. 'l'hat doesn't alwavs rnean 
l will be rewarded or pra·i~ed for 
the deeds I have done. In order to 
make a drc4m come true, one has 
to make ll ~ppen for oneself. 

When I walk into the Bovs and 
_Girls Club and wipe a teai- of' a 

) 
I 

) 

) 

ARTHUR~ -WILCOX, s«relary 
EIU\EST R. Al>AMS. Director, M11~e1in1 •hd Salts 

JA~1f:S 1. F.ODINS. Dirroor, Circ~la1 ion 

teen-age girl who says, "I can't," or 
receive a hug from a homeless per­
son there ls no amount of money, 
great or small, that will be able to 
replace the joy that enters into my 
be.art at that very moment. 

The government does not owe me 
anything, but I owe it to myself to 

..i fill the empty shoes of "should be," 
- ",could .be," ,but ~ n•t .spare a -me-

' 

mcot of my time" volunteers. 
As lfor those 1ndivlduals servlng 

in the Navy who are "commltled lo 
th,mselves and defending our na-
tl5n," I pre$ent to you AmerlCorpS 
- individuals committed to them-

4 selvea and rebuilding our nation. 
VollJlleering ls something that_ re­
qui~ itnmjdiate action, but few 
actually accept the challenge. 

I challenge all readers, both 
young and old, to re-evaluate their 
morning inspiration. AmerlCorps 
rnay not be here to slay, but we 
can make a difference while we 

/ are here - today. 

I 
{ 

TANYA Y. GARRETT 
NCCC AmerlCorps, Blue 4 

1615 Dyess Ave. 
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fRoss·Joins Civi~ian Corps 
. i~D4'·l~ t\._ ~d~ht { L. d ··education·awarlto pay for school or ~ • : __ en_1~~-~:Ross,_. a~g er 0 . . !n a to settle school loans. · 
t -· an_~ .JenjJR:qss;_~l!lner~·has JOin_ed NCCC concentrates-its resources 
_,_ ~: th~ Na~n~l r1v1~1an Commpnity _in.four broad areas: environment~ 
~~-~ -.this • 1s p~t __ of ;PreSident education, human needs and public 
.· '. CIT~fon. s_ -~omesuc ._ Pe'ace Corps safety. . -, _ 

progra_m • or the AmeriCorps; Some of the initial projects 
• • National Service ~etwork. • include working with the Boys and 
- Ross, _ ·along with 250 other Girls Clubs of Metro Denver to 

participants between the ages of 18- : renovate a· camp near Ward, Colo.; 
• 24, _began _six _ week~ . of training to help increase participation in 
-• ~ept_. 19 at.Lowry ~ rr Force Base Neighborhoo~ Watchprogr~s and 

1n _Denyer. Lowry- 1s one of f~ur to work with groups like _1J(e 
_ -civ_ilian corps campuses along with Denver Rescue Mission, Url'S'an 
Aberdeen, · Md~; Charleston, S.C~ . league and Aurora parks and_ 

-· ·and ~atl Diego~ Calif. i_:he members recreation department . . _- • .. . -· 
• at_ :Lowry · come from . a 14-state Initially most of the projects will 
: r(}gion~ ::\ • • ·': .. - .. • • , _. . be ih the Denv~r m~tro area, but the 
• .Members receive room and board, _ corps also has projects planned_ as 

: uniforms, }:lealth car~ and a m~nthly the boys and girls_ club on an Indian 
- allowance·. :Af the end of their. 11~ reservation in South Dakota. . 'J/ 
_.-. month ·commitment they receive an . _ , - · -~ 

A .. 
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-c~mm~.ini~y Corps Earning av.;s~r_ving 

Thea;11 t,;':.Uu11al C:ivili11n Communily Curps mcm- Au.tln, Tuu; l\•11111 Lrftdcr All l.'WYl Mowery tron 
l,., r s R55ltnM to ould 1'11:111 elderly t. iti1.cn3 Mur~l.&, )liche l"' 1;11rr.lo l'l'oin P!tt,buzxlr, Pa. an, 
indudc Cft-ont "''"• L tn Ill 'l'nl'l)' Ellis fruDI Donn11 Fnl'd from TIUIIPU. Fl•- Not pl t turf0!<1 nr 
nr.ixwn, Mlu.; Lnk"' o•nnnncll Ctom Ml. Pltasant, Broo~ Hon'lm,u irc,111 C.'hnrlHtM, 5.C. Md Mild 
N.C.; MilU J11r.k5on tro111 Mwanlng, ::;.c.; Ml1111cl wll Stuckcti n-nm Duncan. Olt. Th1o1 NCCC v,:,lm 
Go.tthcr from Nu.walk, Ct ; (1111c): fOl'll Llnd!I ~111 u,-n arc oponaorvd l,y u.., Wen c:.-..rglll Medler 
f,v111 Jacun1Willa, Ark~ Jim C.mp, the? lnrlll CtmLcr Uu ou,ei a," rlcpnr<mcnt or vulu11I-.! 
nn -~lt e ll\JpCMsor ot lJ,., group; l(<'elll Wood from scrvlN".'-

Local Medical Center Among First Sites 
For Federal Community Service Program 

West Cco!'K!o Medlc&il C~r 
1, OCllol ur U10: nut locatlooa In thl'e 
cn11nt')· In pilot Pn:.:ildcnt Clln 
ton'tt N:iUooal Clvllhu, Cununwi­
ity t:',:,rps (NIX :ClprO{!l'IUII, hospl 
llll omc!nls 1111111. 

N C C'C l.t an I I -month 
fc tltrC\lly tunded conunu11ily aur· 
vic11 11rVl(tK111 for l B-~ ~ nr -olcl 
,n c,n Md wom"'n who perform 
c-nmm1mll)' ~crv1cc "In :i 111:mn11r 
toot will tmlool~'\IUu,h ownsldlls 
wh it., Nolrihutlnc to thr.ir 
1.ndc~Ll:ndilll: or civic rerpond­
b!IIIY in U111 Unltted Statea." 

Tt\f, ""C!lf,rlP.w.O ·~ expected to:". 
help membura l,.,cuo,., skilled 
(.-"'1<-r~ r,,nunittlld to thd.r cum 
munJUes, Pl'Ollntlll uflkl .. t. •ulJ. 

Volunttt-r.• .,..., flllld S8,000 ror 
I ivlng rllp<:n.'ICS by the l:111'em­
mcnt during l.b11ir ll 1n,·•1tl,11 or 
1:v111rnu11ily IK'Nke. "ft"'r rnm­
pl<'efin« tho Jlrll(rom. they nrc 
cll~lble to r111:,1i v"' $4,W fur col­
Ice,,, r;r.w11111tio, 11r.hoal or trulnlrc 
Drocrrun. Thoi;t1 whu 0011'1 wK11I 
11,., ..Jucation nwrorrl f."'' S?.;1!12 
,·iuh. 

Dlnicu.•r vi' Vulw,lttr S<:rvic~ 
l•:rlrtll l)to:(;~nnroMldtllc 12~v.:n 
1111d u.-umw 1&n!l(l1"'1 to u.., J-.os-

Swa LOCAL page 10 

l\rootr;,,, llt>f'l'IMn, 11 Jl;.wnnnl CMIIM Con:;cr.11Uon Corpa 1nemlit, 
apen41 Uma with Mn. C1 u •I• Wllllfl tr,<nn rrlnr ' " ,,,,,,t .•tlnr; ~, In 
dally walk. Hoft'lnlin f'NOl1.~ M'ra. Wllllamron lC the dcx:lur'1 uffl, 
Md ~ hor wtt:: dal ly Jlvlni: ta.h. 

. .,. 
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Milch, I stuckert ~nda 4r1 i.ltemwca with Li\ 
Ornntf! N'Aldcnt Bob Jacbu11. Jaclunn 1111d f:IIICk 
ctt SMN! an l11w1'\<lll In mu~IC'. A member or tlw 
N"Uonal Ctvillnn C'.onscrv11t111r1 Cu1µ1, Sh1dir.tt 

11uu Iii• contact wilh nl1k-r T.t1Grro11:o rl!llitlvnll' 
ffl rll'h,..1 hi,1 life Dl the 111111111 Um•, 1,., providr~ 
phYstcnl a,11latw11:u lu lh<!rlt. 

ci11l• Mid 
DoGmn4ro 1ald NC'CC 111~111· 

wr.1 will uslst the ..,,,1er1y ll)' 
l\~rtlnt them 10 the doctor', 
office, help wiU1 JIil!}' chu~, 
bulldlnc nu11p11 (nr WhMIC'h11ir­
hoond J)at!nnt.11 nmnlni: enMda, 
prOfldln, l:t'D1p1Udumlil11 nnd 
Q(JIIIC paliwt ob,ervation. 

Rmrmls ti.I th!! l>WlD'!lm wlll 
come trom nune ~ra, -
dal ww1'.wr1, home hMlth, 1,1<..,. 
llne, M~rlr.l!, dlalyJI.,, phys! 
clmia and othe". 

Dvau1uwo explninM llvlt tho 
11~11ln"7wll1 rc\'icw nil appllra­
Uons nnd NJivr Ille •r,propri11tw-: 
vuU1mu to (~lit• 111\f, RN c:1156 
manACer, whn "'111 .. l thl!m up 
fnl' NC.CC ICMCCS and monitor 
thclr proc:n,aa. 

"11,lr I• a ~mendr:rtlt hr.n,,,At 
fnr 1,v1,ryono Involved," Mid 
ctlArlf!I Hudaon, cl111lrnU&A orthe 
ho~lllll ~rd. "WI\ IMk nir­
wnrd io acttlnc hi~ Nndarua 
for ol.bvo tu Cvllvw." 

7 
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Conservation Corps Workers Find 
Wa4s To Help, & Find Themselves 
lo-3: B';J/;f&. SMITH public service projects. 

~•udl'NuWrlw The Americorps first-yea : 
C HA R L E S T O N , _S • C • - budget is $300 million, which wi[ 

Whether they are slo~g sand- provide financial assistance t c 
bags in marsh mud, repamng mo- about 20,000 students. 
tels to house the homeless or sor- Young people between 18 and 2-
ting medical records, a new genera- are selected for their desire to help. 
tion of Americans has come here to not based on their income. Corpf 
find themselves by helping others. members work for government 0 1 

They have join~ the Natjonal nonprofit agencies in education. 
Civilian Conservation Corps. much the environment, human needs 
like people in their grandparents' and public safety. They are trainee 
day joined the Civilian Conserva• in areas ranging from landscaping 
tion, Corps or their parents, the to working with the elderly. 
Peace Corps. Corps members from the South· 

About 1,000 are in the tlgg; a east, selected from 1,000 appli• 
residential program that also h~s cants, arrived in early August 
regional training camps 10 They live in an old barracks at th, 
Maryland, Colorado and Califor- Charleston Navy Base under , 
nia. During the next three years, military regime. There is physica 
organizers hope to expand to 3,000 training each morning and a mid 
members. night curfew. They work six day: 

Here at a soon-to-close Navy every other week. 
base, 233 young people have traded Campus director Jeff Biel is 1 

a year of their lives to wear the Navy officer who came out o 
green-and-yellow T-shirts of the retirement to head the regions 
NCCC. It is part of the Clinton ad- center. 
ministration's proarcam to meld "It's a new start for me, too, bu 
character building with public ser- this is something I believe in," h• 
vice. said. '"lbere's a lot of motivation ir 

They work for minimum wage; these kids to change the world." 
for free housing, uniforms and Ms. Colton and her crew recent!; 
health care; and, at the end of 11 filled and piled 9,000 sandbags tc 
·months, for a grant of $4,725 for shore up an old boat landing a 
their education. They also do it for Drayton Hall, an 18th centur: 
themselves. plantat:on on the :>Iational Regis 

Michael Williams , 21 , of terofHistoricPlaces. 
Durham, N.C., spent a year after They learned a little about en 
graduating from high school gineering, a little about th~ e~ 
working in a pizza parlor. vironment and a little about life ir 

"It took me a long time to figure colonial times. 
out where I would go when I got out "With every project we do, I wan 
of high school," he said. "Now I see to change my college major," saic 
myself going almost anywhere." Ms. Colton, who now plans a caree: 

He recently spent five weeks in law. 
painting and restoring exhibits Ryan Land, 22, of Orlando, Fla. 
aboard the USS Yorktown, the vin- couldn't decide between the Peac 
tage aircraft carrier that is a Corps and law school afte 
state-run tourist attraction in graduating from college. So h• 
Charleston Harbor. joined the NCCC to get a bette 

"I wanted to challenge myself," idea of what he wanted. 
said a mud-splattered Amanda "I've learned a lot about myself 
Colton of Summerville as she paus- although the first two or thre• 
ed while stacking sand bags along weeks, I didn't think it was for me, 
the Ashley River in front of an his- said as worked on the Yorktown 
toric plantation. "It's hard getting But he wonders about spendin: 
up at 6 o'clock in the morning. But I time repairing a tourist attraction. 
have never said I wanted to quit." "I think we could be doing som 

Ms. Colton, 18, joined to put mo- more worthwhile things," he saic 
ney away for college. "I've been here about five week 

Congress created the $21 million and all we have dor.e ,3 paint." 
NCCC last year as part of the Land says he isn't discourage< 
larger Americorps program. however. • • • ... • 
Americorps, run by a new nonprofit "It's a first year program an· 
corporation, includes the Vo\un- they're still working it out," ::: 

d said. '1 looked at this like the Peac teers In Service to America an 
awards grants to states for other Corps.• 
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'New generation finds alternative 
to Peace Corps in. own back yard 
Associated Press O J.. '1 1 f'.'\-:t- I 

CHARLESTON, S.C. - Whether 
slogging sandbags in marsh mud, 
repa iri ng motels to house the 
homeless or sorting medical 
records, a new generation of 
Americans is helping others. 
• And unlike the Pe,ke Corps, they 
are doing it at home. 
• At a soon-to-close Navy base, 233 
young people have pledged a year 
of their lives to the Na tional 
Civilian Community Co~: It's part 
of President ClinTon's larger 
national service initiative, Ameri­
Corps. 

They work for minimum wage; 
for free housing, uniforms and 
health care; and for a $4,725 educa­
tion grant. They also do it for them­
selves. 

Michael Williams, 21, of Durham, 
N.C., spent a year after high school 
graduation working in a pizza par­
lor before he joined up. 

"It took me a long time lo figure 
out where I would go when I got 
out of high school," he said. "Now I 

• see myself going almost any­
where.'-' 

He recently spent five weeks 
painting and restoring exhibits 
aboard the USS Yorktown, the vin­
tage aircraft carrier that is a slate-

run tourist attraction in Charleston 
Harbor. 

"I wanted to challenge myself," 
said a mud-si,lattered Amanda 
Colton as she paused from stack­
ing sandbags along the Ashley 
River. "It's hard getting up at 6 
o'clock in the morning. But I have 
never said I wanted to quit." 

Collon, 18, of Summerville, joined 
to put money away for college. 

Cqngress created the $21 million 
NCCC and AmeriCorps last year. 
About 1,000 youths, between 18 and 
24, are attending four training 
camps in Maryland, Colorado, 
California and South Carolina for 
the NCCC. 

They work for government or 
not-for-profit agencies in educa­
tion , the environment, social ser­
vices and public safety, a nd are 
train ed in everything from land ­
scaping lo working with older peo · 
pie. 

Colton and her crew fill ed and 
piled 9,000 sandbags lo shore up an 
old boat landing at Drayton Hall , 
an I 8th century plantation on the 
National Regi s ter of Historic 
Places. 

They learned a little about en ­
gineering, a little about the envi ­
ronment and a little about life in 
colonial limes. 

"With every project we do, I want 
lo change my college major," 
Colton said. 

At the Charleston Navy Base, 
corps members live in an old bar­
racks, gelling physical training 
each morning and a midnight cur­
few. Campus director Jeff Biel is a 
Navy officer who came out of re­
tirement to head the center. 

"It's a new start for me, too, but 
this is something I believe in," he 
said. "There's a lot of motivation in 
these kids to· change the world." 

Ryan Land, 22, of Orlando, Fla., 
couldn't decide between the Peace 
Corps and law school after college, 
so he joined the NCCC. 

"I've learned a lot about myself, 
although the first two or three 
weeks, I didn't think it was for; me," 
he said as he worked on the York­
town. 

He has qualms about spending 
lime repairing a tourist attraction 
and wonders if they could be doing 
some thing more worthwhil e, but 
he's not discouraged. 

"It 's a first -year program a nd 
they're still workin g il out," Land 
sa id. 

"I looked at lltis like th e Peace 
Corps. ll is a pio 11 cer program and 
something we could lie very proud 

I . .. 
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West Georgia Medical Center to Sponaor One of First Pilot 
Programs of the National Ci11ilian Community Corp 
Each time our country has be~n in 
~n:.il nee<l, youni,! American:; h~ve 
risen to the ch'1llt:u~e and ila~wucd 
the call to service. IJurlng the 19~SOs 
aruUhe Great Depr£sslon, Presid~nl 
Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Cons~rvation r.orps Thousand.s 
rcsh~pe<l their future by plantinP. tn•es 
and clearing river:;. Then, Prcsidl.'!lt 
Re1111t<ly asked for a.1.,i:itil11cc by 
joining the Pt:a<.:i:: Corp. Many >'•Jun~ 
volunteers traveled to the porm::;l 
comers oi the world <1nd assist et! w!th 
building schools and feeding the 
hunerv. Now, President Clinton is 
seeldn!,! volunteers to offor community 
service in the United Stal.r.!\ throui.!h 
the National Civilian Community 1.nrp 
(NCCC} ~nd AmcriCorps. 

NCCC i~ a 11-month community 
service program for 18-24 year~:,IJ 
men and women. Volunteers ar~ pdid 
$8000 for living expenses by tt1e 
izovernment during this period. After 
completin~ thi> program. they ilre 
eligible lo receive $4,725 for cDl:r~t'. 
~,aduatc :1chool or trainini,l program. 
Those who uu11't want th1: eJuc.,tion 
award ~et $2,362 ca:.11. 

There are four sites ()ationwi;.l~ 
which ~re offering pilot pro~nrr.s: 
Charleston, South Carolina; Averdeen. 
Maryland; Denver. Colorado; anci San 
Dieb!o, r..1lifornia. 

W~st Geor~ia .Metlic,,l C" nter h::is 
b1;en :ielccti.:J .;i;:; the fi rst <lep lu)'ir:ent 

out of the Naval 13asc in Cha r!t~ton. 
South t.i1rnl i11;1. Five ::onsecut:v~ 
groups consi~ting of lwtth'" m,'. mhers 
will bt wr:rkinj,{ for c-i~hl -.-:,.,e;.;:; lo 
assist in establisl1i11~ the pro~r;:m 
guidelines. 

Thi= pro!lram provit!es th~ 
opportunitv for will in14 youn1; mrn ;rnd 
wnm,~n to perform mcilnin~ft.: l :;cts (1f 

::ommunity ~i>rvin, in a mannt r that 
will i!nhance th4.!ir own ~kill; whilt> 
contributing to lht!ir unc.crH:.u~d ing uf 
civil I t::ii:,,.:msibility in th..: Unit~J 
:States. The cxpi:1 icrn:.e :s cxpeced to 
IJ~lp members become s~jlled kauc1 ~ 
conimittc<.l lo their communiti~s. 

~CCC rnncentr,md i:s· rts-11rce.s in 
four broad areus incluui111,; 
e,wirnn:,wnt educiltlon. humi n need, 
and public safety M th~ Medi::li 
Ccnt~r. ths:'y will foc1,1~ on hur?.n 
necch by .iMi!!ting the cl:.l,nly in 
m.1intai11i11g d L~althi.:r life!,: le ut 
l:ome ....,ill1uut having to be 
institutic,r.alized. Referrals to the 
pro.r•am will comt' from nurs1: 
rn ;rn.i~rr, , Plilization re\·iew, ~~; cial 
w,;rkcn, home health . 1.iit>line. 
hospice, di;.d~•~ii;, physicians ;,.1d 

othcr:1. The Auxiliary will revi;:w ait 
applit:i.1L:um and n:ft:r the .:ipi:;ropri~~~ 
J)iltitl ll5 tn Ccl@ H<1y, tW . .;~st: 

rn;nager. who wrn set them up 1D1 

NCCC ~erviccs and monitor t:it:it 
pro~ress. 

Criteria for ;iccept,HICt! der.~:1Js on 

the specittc need of the Individual. 
Ex<1mples incluJe individuais wllo are 
dischar~ed from the hosp!t"l ,n:d are 
at h;~h risk of bdng re-admitted lo the 
lwspital wit:-iin 90 days ,1nd individuals 
who Jo not <r.1ulif y for Home Health. 
"Th '.s is a lr~il1clldous benefit for 
~veryone involved," stat~s Ch,nk~ 
Hudson, chai.rman ot the Doard at 
West CeoqJ:a Medical Center. ~CCl: 
<1ddrcsst:s :t critical need in our 
rnmmunity by sendini.t help at the 
tirne of Ji ~ch1r!,!(~. fly allowing the 
patientf. :<; rnrnain at hol'l i> in~tead of 
n:cupt:r:itin~ in a nursin(,! home or in 
the hu~1,;tdl. the t<1xpAyers wi:J be 
savtt.! l tremendous iH11uu11l uf money. 
In t1ddition, tJ-,e chance:; of n:lapse arc 
lower. "West Geo~ia M~iral Center is 
very fortunate to have been selected 
as on~ of the first pilot ;,rograrr.s and 
we lD0k iorward to sdtine th!! hi~h 
!;tan dank for others lo fo!lmv." 
1:ontinucd H!..ldson. 

NCCC m~111l,i;: 1:, will '1Ss i:1t the 
elderly with fuifilling unmet human 
needs lil<e escorting to doctor's offict' 
or meal site, help with daily living 
chores. bui!din;.! ramps for wheelchair 
bo1ind f'li\tient:., referrals to other 
al{encie~. nutrilicu1 :ind P.rrands. hdp 
with living conditioni;, .:omplliionship 
~nJ ;:,:lli~nt obs1:rv(4tion ;mJ 

educat:011. 
Continued on back page-see r-.ccc 
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NCCC continued 

NCCC and AmeriCorps arc two 
pro~rams sponsored by the National 
Service Coros. Others include Senior 
Companion and Foster Grandparent 
(both r.pont-ored locally by WCMC,) :ind 
Literacy Volunteers. 

West Georgid M1::dical Ci=nltr is 
currently seeking a ~rant to continue 
the NCCC project by utilizi11g local 
citizens throul!lh a program called 
AmeriCorps, which will be~in in 
September 1995 if approved. 

• For more information on NCCC or 
AmeriCorps, contact Edn,1 [),l~P.nnaro 
at 845-3723. 0 

V,1a/ SiJ(ru ia publi~h..J Limonthly 1,y the 
MarltHing and Communily RP.le.tiollll 

l>apartmenl al West lioorri" Mtdic11l <:.>,uer. 
J>l•u• ...,,,,1 n"""" · i11f1mnation. cor,1ments nm! 

~uggeatio111 IH. 

H1 t Vomun R,,ad 
Latira•>ti•• <Je.or1t1n :10210 

IW&-:i327 

Top Ten Re\fiew: 
Presented at the Physician 's an nu:11 
Christmas ban4•.n:L 
Here's a list of the lop ten medical 
movie productions voted on by th t: 
nonpolitically correct and mentall1/ 
challcn~ed ... 
-#10-The ont' "·call Pnjoy,~d so much. 
I under:-tand th.1l Dr. 1)01::rr, Dr. Ayers 
,.1111.l Dr. Maj<Jr :1how1:d a great intl!rcsl 
in this one ... "Thoraxic Park". 
#9-Was a w1rnl.lcrful prol.l m:tion, with 
very Etood reviews by Dr. Owen and 
all of our ER physicians entitled ... 
"Ben Hurt". 
#8-This one i~ comin~ back around 
a~ain aml ha~ bl!t>n vPry popular 
throu~houl the years. All our staff 
Stt!lll (1u:il1 iltcJ with the un:;o lvcd 

mystery entitlcd ... "Conc With The 
Chart" . 

-=#7- 1 lrnow you ..ill remembtr this 
one. which is also making a 
comP.hack. "The Wizard of Odds." 
This one has been hi~hly rated by 
Dr5. Grou, Ccnova, Taylor and 

West (it:wgia M,·diccil r:,:1tt~r 

J,514 Vernon Road 
LaCrczn1s~. GA J0240 

0 

Kratina. 
,ii fi -T~i3 one sl.iycd on top for a 

wh:le. I know you will all 
recali... "' Giesler':; List". 
if-:1-Was a tn:mendous hit in 1994, 
especially for Dr. Cartt:r, Dr. Coggins 
;i nd Or. Oowyt:r. The wonderful 
production of "Forn:st Rump". 
H4-Thi:; one ~oc& way back. It i!- nne 

of the "Oldie-Coldies" that we could 
watch over .i11J over agiiin. This h~ 
been very popular with all our OH· 
GYN statt. This one is entltled ... " Pru111 

Here to Maternity". 
#3-lbtt:s hi~h on our list. I 
11nderst.and Dr. Hines and Dr. Neal. as 
well as our dental staff, have ).?iven 
th is production very hi1th review 
ratin~s. You will all remember ... 
-Toothless In Scalllt:". 
#2- Was enjoyed by our physician 
couples, the Schaufflers, the 
Simmon-s and the McGowans; it is 
none other than ... "Beauty and the 
I3eai;l ". 
# 1 movit: of 1994 ... "Phantom of the 
Uff'. 0 
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Conservation Corps Workers Find 
W ~s To Help, & Find Themselves 
loB: BJ~dE SMITH public service projects. 

h,ocJaudl'NaWrlw - The Americorps first-year 
C H AR LE S T O N , _S • C • - budget is $300 million, which will 

Whether they are slo~~ sand- provide financial assistance to 
bags in marsh mud, replllrlilg mo- about 20,000 students. 
tels to house the homeless or sor- Young people between 18 and 24 

• ting medical records, a new genera- are selected for their desire to help, 
tion of Americans has come here to not based on their income. Corps 
find themselves by helping others. members work for government or 

They have join~ the National nonprofit agencies in education, 
Civilian Conservation Corps, much the environment, human needs 
like people in their grandparentS' and public safety. They are trained 
day joined the Civilian Conserva- in areas ranging from landscaping 
tion Corps or their parents, the to working with the elderly. 
Pea;e Corps. Corps members from the South-

About 1,000 are in the -~~ a east, selected from 1,000 appli­
residential program that also h~s cants, arrived in early August. 
regional training camps in They Jive in an old barracks at the 
Maryland, Colorado and Califor- Charleston Navy Basa UlMli!T a 
nia. During the ncrt thTee years, military regime. There is physical 
organizers hope to expand to 3,000 training each morning and a mid­
members. night curfew. They work six days 

Here at a soon-to-close Navy every other week. 
base, 233 young people have traded Campus director Jeff Biel is a 
a year of their lives to wear the Navy officer who came out of 
green-and-yellow T-shirts of the retirement to head the regional 
NCCC. It is part of the Clinton ad- center. 
ministration's program to meld "It's a new start for me, too, but 
character building with public ser- this is something I believe in," he 
vice. said. "There's a lot of motivation in 

They work for minimum wage; these kids to change the world." 
for free housing, uniforms and Ms. Colton and her crew recently 
health care; and, at the end of 11 filled and piled 9,000 sandbags to 
··months for a grant of $4,725 for shore up an old boat landing at 
their education. They also do it for Drayton Hall, an 18th century 
themselves. plantation on the National Regis-

Micha el Williams, 2 l, of terofHistoric Places. 
Durham, N.C., spent a year after They learned a little about en­
graduating from high school gineering, a little about the en­
working in a pizza parlor. vironment and a little about life in 

"It took me a long time to figure colonial times . 
• out where I would go when I got out ''With every project we do, I want 
of high school," he said. "Now I see to change my college major," said 
myself going almost anywhere.• Ms. Colton, who now plans a career 

He recently spent five weeks in law. 
painting and restoring exhibits Ryan Land, 22, of Orlando, Fla., 
aboard the USS Yorktown, the vin- couldn't decide between the Peace 

-tage aircraft carrier that is a Corps and law school after 
• state-run tourist attraction in graduating from college. So he 
Charleston Harbor. joined the NCCC to get a better 

"I wanted to challenge myself,• idea of what he wanted. 
-said a mud-splattered Amanda "I've learned a Jot about myself, 
Colton of Summerville as she paus- although the first two or three 

' ed while stacking sand bags along weeks, I didn't think it was for me," 
the Ashley River in front of an his- said as worked on the Yorktown. 
toric plantation. "It's he.rd getting But he wonders about spending 
up at 6 o'clock in the morning. But I time repairing a tourist attraction. 
have never said I wanted to quit: "I think we could be doing some 

Ms. Colton, 18, joined to put mo- more worthwhile things," he said. 
ney away for college. "I've been here about five weeks 

Congress created the $21 million and all we have done is paint." 
NCCC last year as part of the Land says he isn't discouraged, 
larger Americorps program. however." ' • • • ' •• " " • .. . ' " • 
Americorps, run by a new n?nprofit ., , . "It's ~ . :1.rst ye~_r, pr?gi;am "and 

t' includes the Volun- they're still working 1t out, he 
corpora 10n, . • • rl saicl "T lnnkl'cl :i f fhi o rn, ' th ,, p ,,~r" teers Jn Service to nmP.nr~ tm · 



DAILY HERALD (DES 
PLAINES1ELK GROVEi 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 
DAILY I SUNDAY 4 ,403 

HONOAV 

OCT 17 1994 
.8gf!.,_4(li._U 

252 UE 
. . oe . o . . 34 . . 

tNew generation finds alternative 
to Peace Corps in; own back yard 
' • • . . ~ ·~ •t, .. 

Associated Press h a q 1 A ::::t- , 

CHARLESTON, S.C. - Whether 
slogging sandbags in marsh mud, 
repairing motels to house the 
homeless or sorting medical 
records, a new generation of 
Americans is helping others. 
• And unlike the Pe.lee Corps, they 
are doing it at home. 
• At a soon-to-close Navy base, 233 
young people have pledged a year 
of their lives to the National 
Civilian Com.mupityQQrm;.1t's-part 
of President Clinton's larger 
national service initiative, Ameri­
Corps. 

They work for minimum wage; 
for free housing, uniforms and 
health care; and for a $4,725 educa­
tion grant. They also do it for them­
selves. 

Michael Williams, 21, of Durham, 
N.C., spent a year after high school 
graduation working in a pizza par­
lor before he joined up. 

"It took me a long time to figure 
out where I would go when I got 
out of high school," he said. "Now I 

• see myself going almost any­
where." 

He recently spent five weeks 
painting and restoring exhibits 
aboard the USS Yorktown, the vin­
tage aircraft carrier that is a state-

run tourist attraction'in Charleston 
Harbor. i 

"I wanted to challenge myself," 
said a mud-splattered Amanda 
Colton as she paused from stack­
ing sandbags along the Ashley 
River. "It's hard getting up at 6 
o'clock in the morning. But I have 
never said I wanted to quit." • 

Colton, 18, of Summerville, joined 
to put money away for college. 

C9ngress created the $21 million 
NCCC and AmeriCorps last year. 
About 1,000 youths, between 18 and 
24, are attending four training 
camps in Maryland, Colorado, 
California and South Carolina for 
the NCCC. 

They work for government or 
not-for-profit agencies in educa­
tion, the environment, social ser­
vices and public safety, and are 
trained in everything from land­
scaping to working with older peo-
ple. . 

Colton and her crew filled and 
piled 9,000 sandbags to shore up an 
old boat landing at Drayton Hall, 
an 18th century plantation on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. 

They learned a little about en­
gineering, a little about the envi­
ronment and a little about life in 
colonial times. 

"With every project we do, I want 
to change my college major," 
Colton said. 

At the Charleston Navy Base, 
corps members live in an old bar­
racks, getting physical training 
each morning and a midnight cur­
few. Campus director Jeff Biel is a 
Navy officer who came out of re­
tirement to head the center. 

"It's a new start for me, too, but 
this is something I believe in," he 
said. "There's a lot of motivation in 
these kids to· change the world." 

Ryan Land, 22, of Orlando, Fla ., 
couldn't decide between the Peace 
Corps and law sc'1ool after college, 
so he joined the NCCC. 

"I've le.arned a lot about myself, 
although the first two or three 
weeks, I didn't think it was for me," 
he said as he worked on the York­
town. 

He has qualms about spending 
time repairing a tourist attraction 
and wonders if they could be doing 
something more worthwhile , but 
he's not discouraged. 

"It's a first -year program and 
they're still working it out," Land 
said. 

"I looked at this like the Peace 
Corps. It is a pioneer program and 
something we could be very proutl 
of." 
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,, ,~ Peace Corps for home folks • 
%, licE rITH where I would go when I got out of safety, and are trained in everything 

ASSOCIATEDPRESS high school," he said. "Now I see my- from landscaping to working with the 
CHARLESTON, s.C. • _ Whether self going almost anywhere." elderly. • 

slog~ing sandbags in marsh mud, re- . He recently spent five weeks paint- . Colton and her crew filled and piled 
pairing motels to house the homeless ing and restoring exhibits aboard the ·.-,, 9,000 sandbags to shore up an old boat 
or sorting medical records, a . new USS Yorktown, the vintage aircraft : landing at Drayton Hall, an 18th cen-

• generation of_ Americars is helping carrier that is a state-run tourist at- . tury plantation oh the National Regis-
th S • • traction in Charleston.Harbor. . •. • .. -. . ter of Historic Places. o er . , •. 
And unlike the ·Peace Corps,' ' they 7, "I wanted to challenge myself," said ," • They learned a little about engi-

are doing it at home. a mud-splattered Amanda Colton as neering, a little about the environment 
. At a soon-to-close Navy base, 233 she . paused from · stacking sandbags ,' and a little about life in colonial times . . 

young people have pledged a ·year of 'along the Ashley River. "It's hard get, . '.'With every project we do, I want td 
their lives to the National Civilian ting up at 6 o'clock in the morning. But change my college major," Colton 
Comtnunity Corps .. It's part of Pr~s1- I have never said I wante~ to qu~t.'r ,, .. said. . , • • 
dent Chnton's larger national servtce ,;, Colton, 18, of Summerville, J~:nned to 11; At the Charleston Navy Base, corps 
initiative,AmeriCorps: ·. · • ; ,;,· i• • putmoneyawayforcollege. ' l \. • . ,-ii. members live in an old barracks, get-

.. They work for minimum wage· for. , .· Congress , created the ,$21 million::r. tihg physical training each morning 
free housing, uniforms -· and · health -NCCC ·.and , AmeriCorps .. last .,; year. ·. and a midnight curfew. Campus direc­
care; and for a $4,725 education grant . .. : About 1,000 youths, between · 18 • ~rid , tor Jeff Biel is a Navy officer \Vho 
They also do it for themselves. . . . 24, are attending four .training camps '.-, clime out _of retirement to head the. 

Michael Williams, 21, of Durham in Maryland, Colorado, California and .;, center. • 
N.C., spent a year .after high school . South Carolina for the NCCC: .. . .... ,' ,; '. 'It's a new start for me, too, but this 
graduatioi:i ~orking in a pizza parlor They wor~ fo_r governipent or no~~-:•· is ·something I belie\'.e ii:t," ~e said., 
before he Jomed up. . , , profit agencies m educahon, the env1- . • "There's a lot of mot1vat10h m these 

"It took me a long tirhe to figure out ronment, ,social services and public •• ki l'ds to change the world." -
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J Youth 101n cores 
· CHARLtSTON, S.d. - Wheth­
er slogging sandbags in marsh 
mud, repairing motels to house the 
homeless or sorting medical 
records, a new generation of Ameri­
cans is belping otbers. 

At a soon-to-close Navy base, 233 
young people have pledged a year of 
their lives to the National Civilian 
Community Corps. It's part of Pres­
ident Clinton's larger national serv­
ice initiative, AmeriCorps. 

They work for minimum wage; 
for free housing, uniforms and 
health care; and for a $4,725 educa­
tion grant. They also do it for them­
selves. 

They work for government or 
nonprofit agencies in education, the 
environment, social services and 
public safety, and are trained in 
everything from landscaping to 
working with the elderly. 
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Civilian foot soldiers 
trying to do some good 
AmeriCorps program injeopardy 

,\BERDEEN - The new recrults 
at the mllltary's Aberdeen Prol'lng 
Ground carry no guns and don't sa­
lute. They are cMUan foot soldlen of 
President Clinton's naUon·a.1 servlce 
program. dW to pron they can do 
~omegood. • . 

Their enem)' ls a mucJ..-y stream. 
clogged wlch aJunke,::l lo\'e =t. 0: a 
school \\1t.Q. falling test ~Or fire 
In a naUonal fore.st. They share 
wtth the soldlers who test munition 
ltere . other than morning exercise 
md mess-hall feed. 

-You'iNM the bom'tis go. off all 
,ours of the mornlng." Kia Orpha..,i­
lys complaJns frc-m her dormitory. 
lut these recruits tend to ~ stoic. 
'he Amer1Corp5 ethic. drummed In· 

~!.ntte~n~~m Day I, ts ·gwtng 

AmerJCorps 1s about halfway 
1,oug!i Its first year, Just getting its 
lngs but already endangered. _ 
A Hoy.se subcommittee ·,oted la5t 

week to cul $210 mlllion from 
Amer!Corps' previously approved 
budget of $580 mllllon for th is year. 
Republicans would llke to shut down 
the program entlrel~d a vote by 
the Hou~ may come n~monlh. 

/I meriCorps ls a new federal pro­
gram in budgec-cutllng times. a Clin­
ton Idea to gl\•e Americans an Op?<Jr• 
tun7ty to do what they're already 
pretty good al- comm 
- whlle getting something In re­
turn.· 

t 20.000 people are at work 
Its projects, devotlng one or two 

years to It and gcttlng money for cdu· 
cation in return. , 

Most members ',vork !n the com­
munltles where thev ll\·e. Aberdeen 
Is one of four regional headquarters 
of a branch of AmerlCorps where 
members are drawn from scattered 
states and backgrounds ancl 1i1·~ 
awav from home. 

Sheryl Boone was clean!n;; 

See CORPS, 4A 

HOME DELIVERY: 25¢ llnmo,:ma.<) • NE'v'./SSTA.i"-m: 50¢ BALTIMORE, TYLI\.RYIAND 

·, ' 
, CORPS: Service program injeopardy 
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Sheryl Boone stands in a storm 
drain runoff near Herring Run 
Creek in Baltimore. 

From Pagel.A 

houses, wondcrlng how shfd C\'er 
get to nursing school. UriJl'erslt)' 
graduate Chris Welch was back from 
th.: Peace: Corps. questioning how 
his cxpC'.rt~nce helping people abroad 
could be u.x-d al home. 
. Thell' goa!s differ. But they're on 

tht.samc route now, trudging along a 
meandering stream and mapplng lt 
for future erosion control and clean­
\lp. 

"I figured this was one way that I 
t~d ei\ m a scholarship to\\' ,\ rd 
school but nobody would be handing 
It to me." said Ms. Boone. 23. "lt 
wouldn't be llke Mom and Dad 
scraping up the money or j:1st apply­
lng for federal aid: 

These are the new barn ra:;ers. 
some say. p.eople pulllng together to 
help others. 

·we think we go right to lhat tra­
dition: said Ell Segal. the n11tlcmat 
senice ch id. 

·1 :-ee kids being im:n,mlzed In 
Texas, crack houses belng closed L, 
K.msns City (Mo.I. reading scores in· 
creasing ln Simpson Cqunay, Ken­
tucky. ho1nes belr:g built In Miami 
and we:Hhuind ln New Ha\'e.i 
(Conn.J: 

CrWcs w:iuld say nelghb,Jr!y barn 
raisers dc;n ' t get p?Jd. The reward Is 
food. fellowship ar.d th~ und:r.;i.and-

.._ 

Ing .the former who was helped will the Chesapeake Bay. 
pitch In when someone else needs lo The recnuts scramble and slip 
raise the rafcers. clown the banks, taking notes on the· 

House Speaker Newt Glngcich ls silt. exposed tree ..;:aot.s and other 
·rotally, unequt,'Ocally opposed to na- signs of deslructt,·e runoff. and 
t!onal ser.-1ce· that pays. Mr. Clinton shaking their heads at the garbage. 
calls It pare or ·our God-gl\·en respon- Mr. Welch taught school for the 
slb!lity to sen·e our fellow human be- Peace Corps 'l~nesia. His spon­
L-,gs· and rarely_ misses a chance to sor read about U.S. homelessness 
talk it up, and AIDS and asked why his !fun. 

The program -provides the rough tr'y had no Peace Corp3 for ltse . 
equivalent of a m!nL'!lum-wage job or 1 cou1c1n·t answer her because lt 
better. ~!embers get about $600 a was a really d quesuon,· he said. 
month. and after one vear·s work. a "And that ties 1.J • • mr mot1,·aUon 
S-lc ,725 award for future tuition. or for getung lnvol\'ed In . 
past debts for college, trade or \'oca- Already. AmertCorps s blgge~ 
llonal S<"hool. .,_than ·th~ Peace Corps e,·er was. But 

The nearly 200 Aberdeen recruits It has been able to accept only one ln 
gee their food and housing free, Lake 10 applicants. 
r.lght co~rses on ever;i.htng from car A.-ncriCorps officials say lhe av~­
care to n:.;:oUattna, and roam where . . a,e gradu."lle o( a four-year public 
thC\•'re needed. 

0 

• college emerges wJth a S6.500 debt, · 
Ho\\'ard Hogan. 22, was prepar- a burden AmerlCor,,s can largely 

lng for a Washington career using eliminate while ma.\:lng only a dent 
his de,iree In International relallons ln the staggering costs o( prt\'ale uni• 
when ·he was stirred bv the call to versltles. - •• 
ser:1';. • . • . . Spokrn-r.a., John Thomas of the 

I \,en: _nnd fough. fl1'e~ ln lda.'io, Independent ~ctor said his coalition 
he said. I \'e worked Installing fl1'e of 600 nonpro'lt aroups has heard 
a'.arm3 lr: Queera (ln 1'ew York City). no complaints' th~t AmerlCorps Is 
We helped bull9 a recrea!lona.l cen• ro!Jblng them ofrnlt:nteers- a con-
te~ for chlldren. cem at lhe stan. 

On this detour bcfo.e gradua:e . 
school. i\lr. Welch leads the team "Any and all etfort to foster ser\'· 
r.iapplng a suburban Maryland Ice and_volun:eertng ln this country 
stream l.l:at flows lnto Baltimore and Is good. he said 



Wetter is better 
as str1dents -build 
wildlife habitat 
BY PATRICE A. DIRICAN ( J/(;,,.J-(1.Lfr Last year, Lardieri and olher 

Barbara Lardieri knows that ex­
perience is the best teacher. 

And transfonning an unsightly 
storm management pond behind 
Seven Oaks Elementary School 
into a thriving wetlands area is 
just the kind of hands-on activity 
that the fourth-grade teacher had 
in mind when she wanted to make 
academics fun for her students . 

"Just about every aspect of 
science and math can be taught 
out here," says Lardieri, survey­
ing the wetlands under progress . 

Students in kindergarten 
through fifth grade have been 
working on the two-month project 
since the beginning of November 
under the direction of 12 volun­
teers from the National Civilian 
COJ!!!!ll;l!l~ty~2.1:E_S. The.corpsis a 
branch of President Clinton's 
Americorps, which provides tui­
tion money in exchange for volun­
teer service. 

One morning last week, second­
graders trudged through the mud 
to plant viburnum plants . They 
also hoped 10 get a glimpse of an 
elusive red-shouldaed hawk 
which had been seen in the area . 

"They love coming out here in 
the mud and digging and getting 
dirty," says Todd Quinn, the civ­
ilian community corps' team 
leader for the rroicc1. 

faculty members contacted Melvin 
Noland of the Baltimore County 
Forest Conservancy , Dist~ic t 
Board. Noland not only arri".nged 
for trees and plants to be donated 
to the school by the county and 
Chapel Hills Nursery 'in Perry 
Hall, but also helped with 
proposals to be presented to the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust. 

Rick Leader, the trust's assis­
tant director, says he was 
enthusiastic about the project. 

"This is the first time we've 
gone in and done a comprehensive 
alteration to a storm water pond, '' 
says Leader. 

According to Leader, the Seven 
Oaks wetlands project may prove 
to be the prototype for future 
projects at other schools. 

With a $6,000 grant from the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust and the 
U.S . Fish and Wildlife Services, 
four small pools have been dug 
out of the storm management 
pond. 

The pools have been designed 
to create a wildlife habitat and 
provide the students with an on­
site environmental laboratory, as 
well_ as. filter sediment and pol­
lution from rain water and run-off 
from surrounding areas . 

Donnie Clark, a fourth-grader 
in Lardieri's class, is excited 
ahout all of the wil<llife that could 

Students at Seven Oaks 
Elementary School lace up their / 
boots last week before sloshing 
out to the storm mahagement 
pond that they are turning into 
a wetlands area. 

be attracted to the wl~tlands . 
"It's going to be a good habitat 

for lots of birds and turtles and 
insects," he says . 

ST AF.F PHOTO BY ED Buti Y Af, 
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:Answering the call to service 
Woodbridge woman 

i helps others as she 
~aves for college 

~!a~~ (p ll\ 1 ~ 
oodbndge resident Amber Nlgtittngale was 
cnrollc<f In her local community college wtth 
alght., l!IC't on becoming a hlatory t.cac:ncr when 

[
• 11Uddenly. she ran out of money. 

. So she dcdded to take aome Umc out to IICCYC her 
!-country. 
i Nightingale, 21. laoncofl,OOOyoungwomen and 
.men this year who arc aavtng money for school while 
~!~ to President Clinton's call to naUonal 

, So far the small army of 18- to 24-}'1:Qr-oldll In 
-:Clinton's NaUonal Community CMllan Corps hasn't 

~

1 prncrcd much attcnUon. 
But for almost five months the ldcallsuc workcn 

I vc been building parka. fighting forest fires, 
}J)rovtdtng flood rcllcf and opening lnncr-dtyyouth 
~centers. 
f '1t's been the best thl1lll that's happencc 10 me:= . 
tNlghtlngale sald. *I woula recommend It to anyone. It's 
:•only 11 months. and you get so much out of IL· 
l Uke his Idol John F. Kennedy before him. CIJnton 
~de a promise In his campaign to create a naUonal 
!'aervtce corps. Kennedy's pledge resulted In the Peace 
',Corps In 1961. 
~ Clinton's brought about NCCC. a program for young 
f people Wllltng to give a year ol aeivlce In exchange for a 
;_•mall sUpend and $4,725 they can put toward college 
;-tulUon. graduate school. Job tralnlng or student loans. 
, Nightingale's musclcs get aorc Just thlnklng about IL 

he said. The program has Involved more manual labor 
the 1991 Woodbridge HJgh School gradual!'! 
tcd. 

Uvtng In Army cks on Aberdeen Proving 
1 
Grounds In Maryland With about 220 other young 
~ults. she and her nine tc:ammatcs finished work 

wecka ago on a 50-acre park In Bel AJr, Md. 
They built a tra1l and tilJ~ the land for 1 o gardens. 

. t the townspeople will now complete. - • 
- Her team la now In Baltimore organl21ng a youth 

ter. 
Other teams arc 11taUoned on military hues In 

vcr. San Dlel(o and Charleston. S.C. 
Followtng In the tradlUon of Prcsk:lent Franklin D. 

It' 11 CMllan Coneervatlort Corps. most of 
P'!l\i'!"!"i'~ir'cts havoe been envtronmental, but other 

s In ude helping children In child care and Head 
tart centers and renovating and repairing low-Income 

ustng. • 
i For t.hdr elToru. the young people make $8,000 In 11 
iinonths-about $4.55 an hour before taxes-plus 
/licalth bcne0t5and child care If needed. But the plum, 
~lghUngale saJd, I!!! the $4,725 they get at the end of 

~ 
program for school. • 

Uthey don't want lo uae the money for education, 
ey get $2,362 to uae however they llkc. 

• congress guaranteed funding for the program· 
>ugh 1996 and has already approved $350 mllllon 

1 land hundreds of stm1lar naUonal eervtocgroupe 
, r opcraUon this year. 

Next year, despite a Republlcan-led Congress. the 
rporaUon for NaUonal Servtoc hopes to rcttl'l'C even 

ore for NCCC and 115 other eervlce organ!zaUon.s. 
cludtng Habitat for Humanity, VISTA. and the I Have 

:A Dream FoundaUon. 
"We've always enjoyed bipartisan support. There's 

rca!!IOn why we (cci that wouldn't continue,· 
raUon spokeswoman Wendy Grassl saJd. 
program may help student., savoe for 9Chool. but 

can be an education In lt.9elf. Nightingale said. 
Already NCCC has helped her understand more 

ut the envtronmcnt and lnner-dty poverty. 
, wu In total culture shock.· she said about her 

lnner-dtyexpcrlenoc In Baltimore recently. 
1be YoUnl( woman was talking to an 11 -ycar-old boy 
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&1 Rick 8ethem-Potomoc News 

Alrt»r N"111ogale talks about her worlt wtth the NaHonol Communtty Civilian Corps on o visit home. 
h II the dought• of Ccllhef1ne Nlghtlngole of Woodbridge. 

"It's been the best thing that's happened 
• to me. I woud recommend It to anyone. 
tt's only 11 months. ond you get so much out 
Oflt,U • • 

Amber Nightingale 
National Community qv111an Corps 

there when the child told her he knew how make a-ac:Jt 
cocalnc. 
,t• opened my eyes up to a lot more than I would 

ha~ eecn In Woodbrldgc," ahe said. 
Ntahtingale encourages anyone Interested In Joining 

NCCC or any communJty that might need NCCC 
uslstanoc to call orpnizaUon headquarters at (800) 
942-2677, . 

Appllcatlons are p~ conUnuc5usly. and 

Prealdcnt Clinton encourages people from dlvcrac 
bacqrounda to apply. 

8ome oltheworm'9 In Nightingale's group come 
1rom Ivy Lee.,iue echoola, while others sUll haven't 
aotten their filgh 9Chool cquJvalency ccrtlflcatcs, the 
Woodbridge woman Mid. 

NCCC ta almllar to Rooecvdt'11 CCC of the 1930s, but 
wtth a few Important differences. The CCC took only 
:flayed young men, and more than 2 mJWon 

In the corps before Congress dtssolved It In 

1942. 
NCCC employs both nren and women, Including 

young people With children, and It expects to operate 
on a much smaUCf' scale. employtngJust I. 000 people a 
year. • 

But even a few can make a difference. Nightingale 
bclJevcs. 

'1t's a good way to actve your country.· she said. 
"You would be surprtscd how many people want to do 
community work. they Just don't know how to do IL"_ . 



AEGIS 

BEL AIR , MO 
WEEKLY 32,000 

HOU 16 1994 
BU5ef'LLE'S 

WC 

n/Mary Chance, services worker, 
;~~hame.d .i2county employee of month 

f ~2tJtr// • . 
. However, there was a reception 

f!! B~ Renee. fis_ci.1,e~. . at Fallston High School that same 
., , 11 , . , , 1 .-. (l) u ~11• ·r~night-- ,for ,·!the Harford 11Y-0u~-Are 

Community Resources Coord.i• B~autiful program, another project 
nator Mary W. Chance, who re- ·· Chance oversees, according ·to 
cruited volunteers for Community Kathleen Morse, a county el-erk 
Services Day in October and Kids who nominated Chance for the 
Voting, which culminated at the monthly award. • 
polls last week, is the Harford, " (Chance] takes her tasks very 

"dCounty Government Employee of seriously and wanted the evening 
; the Month for November. . to be perfect," Morse said. ,s:,, 

Chance demonstrated her corn• "I have never lmown Mary tc 
~ ~trnent recently when she turned say no when asked, and lmowr 

9
1
~down an invitation to the White Mary to jump in when she hears o· 

• '1iouse for a erernony honoring an opportunity to serve," Mors< 
r!the National Civilian Community said. " One example is her involve 

9 Corps, a one-year AtnenCutp~ rnent in the Cornpassionat 1 
-'.~service program for 18- through Friends Support Group. She ha 
;\'24-year-olds. Chance has been taken calls made to her home i-
1 
'working with the NCCC on pro- the middle of the night to consol 
jects like Community Services those parents whose children ha 
Day. died suddenly. " 
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: Hempfield grad serves in 1st wave 
of new Civilian Community Corps 
i . ')_ q ~7 Ji ~r 

Scot D. Celley ' ' • Neighbors Correspondent , .\., 

Nicole Wallace was about to 
graduate from Georgetown Uni­
versity last spring when she met 
with a recruiter from the Nation­
al Civilian Community-Corps. ; ··-

The 1990 Hempfield graduate 
said, "I've been doing service 
since high school, and it was em­
phasized at Georgetown. But it 
was good to give something back 
and not starve in the process." 

Last April, she signed papers 
for an 11-month commitment; by 
May she was accepted. By doing 
so, Wallace became one of the 
first of 20,000 volunteers nation­
wide in a new federal program 
callE:d Am~riC9r~,Jn return for 
community service, she has the 
potential to earn $4,725 to offset 
money borrowed for college. 

" It's a great trade-off," she 
said. " It's something more mean­
ingful than going into deeper 
debt." 

Wallace began in July when she 
arrived at the Aberdeen (Md.) 
Proving Grounds. After a n1tmth­
long "basic training," sh,: w,,rked 
with a crew of IO to 12 v,,l1111teers 
in a ward of elderly schi ;wphrenic 
patients at a veterans hospi tal in 
Perryville, Md. 

" I never saw myself in lhal situ­
ation," said Wallace, the daughter 
o[ Mary Charles Wallace uf 4062 
C.olnmhi;i AvP ,md Wili •H'1 Wr11l-

ace of Mountville .. Yet, in the 
short time she's been there, the 
~roup improved and made a min­
iature golf course accessible to 
wheelchairs. 

This month she'll join a group 
working on urban stream restora­
tion in the Baltimore area. It in­
cludes helping community groups 
turn vacant lots into community 
gardens. "We're trying to take a 
more integrated look at the envi­
roment," she said. 

The Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, slated for closing by the 
Pentagon, is one of four bases in 
the country that hosts NCCC 
workers. The others are in San 
Diego, Denver and Charleston, 
S.C. 

The NCCC divides its work into 
four areas: education, environ­
ment, public safety and unmet 
hnm:in neecls. In acldition to help-

ing out in those areas, some par­
ticipants also help out with disas-

• ter relief, such as firefighting in 
the mountains of IdahO or helping 
recent flood victims in Houston. 

Besides the NCCC, AmeriCorps 
includes VISTA (Volll.mteers In 
Service To America) and Teach 
for America. The latter allows re-

. cent college graduateSI to teach in 
inner-city or rural area schools. 

Her work with urban streams 
or the veterans' hospitbl is not the 
only work she does for the NCCC. 
She also edits the NCCC national 
newsletter. 

She hopes the editirtg will lead 
to a career in editing and publish­
ing in the non-profit field. While 

. she still remains ver"} interested 
• in her major, international af­

fairs, she said she's "become 
more committed to service. 
There's a lot we can do here, 
closer to home." 

The NCCC is modeled on the Ci­
vilian Conservation Corps, which 
was created during the Depres­
sion to provide jobs to the unem­
ployed. Recently, Wallace had 
the opportunity to attend a reun­
ion of those who worked in CCC 
camps in Maryland. There, she 
recalled, the men pro1.1dly pointed 
out to their families the buildings 
and the trails which are their leg­
acy. 

She hopes that will be one of the 
rewards for working it~ the NCCC. 
" I want to point out things to my 
grandchildren," Wallace said, 
":ind hm" "'" m:1rlr-1 d1fff'r<'n<•f' " 

Neighbors photo by Scot 0 . Celley 

Nicole Wallace displays a shirt with the artwork for National Civilian 
Community Corps, the new program helping the college grad retire her 
•· ,;1;,.,,., rl " ht -inrl rlnli,,prinn rnmm11nit11 c:pn,jrpc; nqtin nwirlP. 
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[ APG groupis sellttti Texas 
ilto give help to flood Vic:ti1ns 
.;,:.""'• . ' . . .. ; . - .. . .. . •• -
~:f,'.-f.: · By Karl Lasher told the group to· expect 12-to-14- • need someone to talk to and they-
? -11ft . hour work days· followed by a· long could be that person." ." -· • . 
?P;. ·seventeen members of the Na- ride back to a motel if they're not ', •• Hernandez said flood~ are very· 
,:' tfonal Community Corps stationed staying at a shelter. ·· ·: -:: ; • ·, • •. tough assignments beca,use • of the­
'\ ~t" Aberdeen Proving GroW1d have • I told them· to help people and physical and men~ damage that 
i !>een_ sent to Houston, Texas, to to be flexible, because they might occurs when houses ar~ covered 
~ proVIde food and clothing to flood go expecting they,'ll . do. one thing py 'Yclter for weeks at a time • 
. ; victims, a spokesman for the Red and they'll find themselves· doing •• "When a house is hit by a tor-
/1( 9ross said. something else." Hernandez said. nado or a h~c~e, at least the 
L~ ;: ... The members, all 18 to 25, will The vohmteers Jeff Saturday.. . -clean-;1p process c~ begin right 
!":~_spend three weeks manning emer- "I also , told - them · to :. expect away, · Hernandez said. •, . 
~.~1gency shelters and touring the some really bad stuff;. They'll have • ·_.•But in a flood,. a victim sees 
' :.-'areas near the 28 counties ef- people come up . to . their trucks the water rising until · finally only 
::: ' fected by the floods which started crying and saying how: they lost a the roof is · sh.owing, and the water 

- ·· ,.'after 30 inches of rain fell 'in three family_ member or losf • their could. stay there for weeks. It's a 
r ... ~ays, said Gonzalo Hernandez, homes. Some·· victims will just very depressin~. situatio~." •• 
•.. _.emergency response coordinator 
:· fc:Jr the Central Maryland Chapter 
:· of the Red Cross. 
i::_\T So far, 13,858 houses have .re­
: __ c.eived some kind of damage while 
!_- _: 8,276 have been destroyed, said 
·-: Hernandez. 
~-:. About 13,000 families have 
;· _been displaced, ·.and 800 volW1-
·; te_~rs from across the country haYe 

••• provided over 16,700 meals in 62 
• s;helters. 
; \ The community corps is an or­
-. ganization in which ·members live 
•,_ in dormitories for 11 months, re-

-. ~eive leadership and physical 
.· . training and take part in conserva-~--
•. ~ton and community service pro-
'" jects. -. 
:~:..:·, • They'll come back different 
•. ' people," said Hernandez of the 
:-:. community corps members. Her­
~;.nandez is a veteran of 19 national 
:;: and one international disaster · re­
~ lief campaigns with the American 
. ' Red Cross. . 
·-~:;'· "_Jt_ can. be really thrilling, being 
:": there to help people. But it's hard 
,; work. When you go, you either 
:)o've it or you hate it." . 
,i _ In a brie_fmg Friday, Hernandez 

! , 
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~~Jiinteers1find a satisfying tasl,{ atpafk :) 
• Rockfield in. Bel Air.gets ·a ··hometown touch from the people ~IJ,o}will be· using 'it :· · .. ;.; 

• ◄ I · , · ' . • · • · v~ . / ' ·:·, 
By Carl Hamllto·n · · ·' . , The · · special , work day was • which is pf:lrt of the federal ·Ameri-' bia 'to · develop . a master plan for · 

11 :·•· '• .scheduled to ru·n from 1:30 to 4 • corp prt>gi'am. .,~!. • the 46-acre -parcel.• It- has four ' 
,- ,. Standing beside " a hole that p.m., but, ·according to Diebold, • I . / areas:' ·Garden,·· playground, con)~ 
·;..would soon be filled with a ·cofo-•. some -high 'scho·o1 students began : , Under , the program; young :), servationand two ball fields: i . ;;~;,_ 
1hdo · Blue Spruce·, ·Jay· Torian ' ' immersing themselves in chores adults be&reen 18 and 24 dedicate \ ·.· Afterward; · the county : trans-;. 
:;paused from his latest chore at' , by,, .10 a.~. because ~hey· didn't ' 11 months on projects designed to· 'i•ferred the 'propeity to Town' of Bei'; 
:' Jfockfield Park in Bel Air on Satur- '. .·want to _rruss Homecorrung football · · serve human comfort,' public Air. • , •• ,, , • "· .,,.,' •• , .. , ·;~;: . 
"day afternoon and reflected ori "-'.games m·the afternoon. Nor did' ·safety;educationandenvironment· . • • , .,., .: .. :· ,. ··. ,.,, •. : .. ,? , >: 
,,_progress riade. during the past two .. they want to · miss an opportunity ·· while stationed in various ·parts of . ,, . ~ keepmg .~ th •the. co~uruty.~ 
'~months . . . .. _, .. ,:, . _. :. . '•: , t~ ~elp at the park. ... . .. . ·.the country, usually living in dor- ,· s~mt of the proJ~ct, Kathel1Il,e Ad~;,i: 
,"': "This was just a field with an ". . . T~e_ t~rn~ut, has JU~t been out- • . mitory settings. • . , , . ,. • ams- o~- !3el , ,:'Jr, a : lands~ape . ar~']J:· 
_,_old farm fence around it when we . standing, Dieb,old said, as small In return, aside from ·each pro: . chitect, •. unpro':ed . on,. the. _originalJ 
:,"got here," said Torian, 21; a mem- - groups scattered_ througho~t _the · gram . worllter earning $8,000 in garden _plans . . as a :gi!'.l ,t.t~ the_'£ 
:~ber , of a IO-person · crew that has .' · · ~r~perty w~re • dilige~tly digg~g, living expenses during his or her , to~, Diebol~ reported. 1·· "'· ,: ' t .~' 
.. mvested its time, labor and skills ·· t~~• • raking, planting, cartmg stint, each 't'eceives. an educational: . , 1. took , it.,.?ne level . ~er 1!,' • 
,.into a project to transform the 46- ·soil m wheel barrows and per- " credit award of $4,725 that can be :• detail • . No~.,its a theme, garden, . 
';,acre ·parcel of land off _Route 22 fo~g numero_us other jobs. • . applied to tuition costs or repay~ Adams said, noting that se_ven to•' · · 
~Ifnto a park. : ._•: •· • - , • . :, .,•, This commuru~ effort c~e two . ment of stutlent loans. 1 , ·: •. . . nine special gardens wiU .be_ fe~-
!,/; On Saturday, • Tciriari' and · his : mo_n~ _after :Tonan and his group . :There are four National Civilian tured. . . . : 
./rew received a helping hand from amved m:Haiford County and be- Community . Corp groups __ in the . And then Adams' •garden plans 
• dozens of workers who took part·: ._ ,gan working 11 out of every 1_4 U.S.,_ with lhe 208 members sta~ were modified slightly , by Julie 
: i,n . Rockfield Park Volunteer Oay. days · to ,_ t~ , the . former Hoza : tioned at Aberdeen . Proving ·, Collins, 22, Binghamton, N.Y., I 
•. ,:Joining in the planting and a vari- • p~operty mto a bona fide park that Ground, re!presenting the first • who joined the National _ Civilian :· '. 
'
1~ety of other landscaping jobs were ·,will.feature a ~ ,800-foot-long trai_l . -created. About 25 members of the_ Community Corp after graduating ' 
q_high school students, Girl Scouts, · designed to wind throu?h a five- · co~s are from ,Harford County. from Dickinson College in Penn- ·· ·•: 
1"'Brownies, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts acre_ garden,. one that~ be bro- The, group is broken down into sylvania with a "geology degree in 
,r.'?Jld _numerous _other: organizations, , ken _mto s.~ctions for specific types . crews that are assigned to various May. Her . stint on the : Rockfield • ... i 
~~}h ad~tion .. to . several r

7
sidents . . , of _ plants, s.uch,, ~• for example, projects within_ a 90-mile radius of . Park ~roject gave Collins · an op• ii 

,.Orgaruzers stopped counting . after : , herbs . and p~renruals. By next fall, • Aberdeen Provmg Ground. , • porturuty to apply her college edu- ,. ;J 
1'100 volunteers, said Carol Die-' th:re also will be a playground. K,This is historical," Torian said. cation; , . , . . ,t ". ••. • • • , ,. , • 

,hold, director :, of . planning and _,~ \ These . ki~ are in_credi?le," "We're doing the first project in _.. . • t • • ,., • ' . . : 
. community ·•development -for. the· : Diebold said .. They are mgeruous. • the first year· of the new Ameri- , [Diebold] got ~e a_topography ; ; 
1 town of Bel Air. ·· .,,- , ,., . I suggest an i_dea, and they ' find a . •. corp. It shows that ·young people , map and, _when I put it on top of , 

1 

_ _ "I , think this is''.just ·great. rm· way ,to make ~t ~apl?en. ,They take • want to do positive things with .the [garden] plans,} found a lot of i • 
'delighted •·with ·the", ~out' for ~ork,_home with them, and .some- • their time and, to borrow from pl;ice~ wh~~e it w?uld be_ har~ to . 
1this," said Jack· Beyer, a Bel •Afr times I e~en have to tell them to what President Clinton said;· that ~alk, Collins said, addinf • S? , ,.,, 
resident who armed with his gaso- go home. • we're not a bunch of 'slackers.' " • • we m~ved parts of the trail. : _r.-, ··,: 
line-:powered

1 
tiller, helped plant Torian, who graduated from With mohey from ' the state' ' / In ' addltion' : to" ,''co.ntrib~tion's ' . ·: 

;
1
hundreds of perennials. "There's a ;, Dartmouth ?0 llege _with a philoso- • Open Space Program, the county • ·from citizens, 'the · trees, shrubs i 
preponderance. of teenagers here, phy d7gree m. May, ele~ted ~o take bought the property from the and other plants used in the pro­
and it makes me feel good about · ~art m . ~r~sident Clint_on s Na- Hoza family in 1990 and then ject were purchased by_ the Town • 
the future." tional Civilian Commuruty Corp, • hired LDR International of Colum-. of Bel Air. • • 
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Clintor1 salutes Kentucky mom in AmeriCorps 
By BIii Straub ((,~ q1 AT Hillary Clinton In the chambers of the service programs for minimum wag~ has referred to AmerlCorps as "forced she said outside the Capitol Tuesday 
K-.:l<y Poot waa1q10n ButNu U.S , House of Representatives during and a chance to earn awards of about volunteerlsm." as her husband, Wade, ran a video 

President Clinton'• State or the Union $5,000 per year to help pay for colle11e In response, Clinton cite<'. Amer!- camera. 

WASHINGTON - Cindy Per• address. or Job training. Corps as "the essence of the new - As a SLICE participant, Mrs. Perry 
ry'a story doesn't sound all Clinton asked her to stand toward The program has attracted 20,000 covenant" and Invited four partlcl- serves 115 a mentor, working with five 
that unusual In many parta of the end of his speech and ldentltled people - more than the Peace Corps pants, Including Mrs. Pc~ry. to attend to six second-graders on a one-on-one 

rural Kentucky - a teen bride, her her aa a person who "gains when sbe had In any single year. Northern Ken- . the address with the first lady. basis to Improve their reading scores. 
ftrst child at aae 15, three more to fol• lliYee," a woman with four children tucky Abuse Prevention ls developlnc Last September, the self-described Her student,;' proficiency In spellin& 
low and"no hl&h school diploma. who nonetheleu "bad time to serve a plan to become Involved In Amer!- "stay-at-home-mom" went to Franklin bas Jumped 22 percent. 

But alter aendin& her YO\lllie&t other people." Corp■. The project, coordinated by the' Elementary School lo volunteer as a 
child oft to ld.ndBr11arten lut AlliWlt. Mrs. Perry aervea in AmertC&!:n11, Northern Kentucky United Way and nurse. Instead, she got Involved In the To qualify for AmertCorps, she 
the 31-,-r-old Simpson County wom• the national service proll"&Dl c pl• Community Chest, would work to re- SLICE Corps - Serv1ce Learning Im- agreed to ·earn a General Education 
an decided that abe ''want.ed to do oned by Clinton and approffd by t.be duce abuse of children and the elderly. pactlng Children's Education - which Development certificate. 
IIQIJle rood work." 103rd Con&reaa. AmerlCorps haa attracted the atten- partlclpat.ell ln the Amer!Corpa pro: Now Mrs. Perry wants to go to col• 

That declalon started Ill's. Perry OD Under the $375 million Pl"OJT&ffi, . Uon of con&reaslonal budget-cutters p,t,rn. lege, probably Western Kentucky 
an, UDlikely journey Ulal m•lmln•ted volunteers enpae In educational, envl- looldnri: to balance the bud&et by 2002. "l wanted to do some kind of work University, with hopes of becomlni I' 

• ... • • en tree w.-. .., ~>_,..,...._ ~~ ~i..~h;.....~~•~ ~,r.,,;.,, Wpr,.!~~;,.,, ~ .c...l, . ~ 
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West Brighton notive Philip Wu Jr.(orrow) applauds as fint lady Hillo,y lodholl\. Clinton odnowledges the House 
gollery before her husbond's State of the Union speech. - • 

Night of a lifetime 
Islander at Clinton's speech as Hillary's guest 
i,~17f(( 

By JUDY L RANDALL IFRO\TPAGEI 
.u>• AN~ POU11C.U "1UT1!JI • . • 

WASHINGTON - West Brighton na­
tive Philip Wu Jr. - a member of 
AmeriCorps - said he felt like he "won 
the lottery" last night as the national 

l

. service program be works for took 
center stage during President Clinton's 

I 
State of the Union address. 

Wu, 29, a Susan Wagner High School 
Jraduate who works with Habitat for 

- ----

Hnmanity in conjunction with 
AmeriCorps, was among those aelected 
by the White House to sit with first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton during the 
president's address. 

Wu, who wore his work clothes of 
. jeans, boots, a swe.1tshirt and cap to the 

State of the Union. l&id be was 
"amazed" it having been selected to 
appear as a iuest of ..tlle first lady. ,,_-.· President_Cfinton begins his Stote /1 

~See WU, Pqe A 8) . -of fhe Union speech . 
. . ... _ _ ··---- . --· ---·- - - ,,.----. 
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~•-•a-""- of_ AmeriCorps, ,,,..,.1..,. S- Molinari in her Capital Hill affiu. Ms. 
•• apposed hind,"!I Amencorps b«a- she llelievn itis lOOt cact...+fKtive. • • 

u . .. 
(Fr-om Pag• A I) 

20.000-penon AmeriCorps 
~rpiett of clintori'sTint 

,-r in office. Last nipl before 
..,,.iucing some of its members 
i. i,r-esident called it "citizenship 
ants best." 

i'articipants g•t up to 54.715 for 
~• or vocatio~J school tuition 
llfttturn for doing two ye.an of 
ll!l"Vict in communi ty programs. 
'fleY liv• on an allowanc, of $600 a 
1q911th plus room and board and 
IMl!th care coverage. 
~• .a resident of Miami. Wu 

mild he plans to spend his money 
e4 tuitioo to finish his colleg• edu­
cction. The ooe-lime College of 
IClten Island student said he 
wjnt.s to g•t a degn,, in social 
Wllrk. 

:"I ,njoy building hom,s and I 
_,y building relationships with 
Ille community." s.aid Wu of his 
eyrent sUnl helping to rebuild 
IIDmeste.ad. Fla .. which ..-as devas­
~ by Hurricane Andrew in 
J.Jn. 

W.u. wbo yest•rday paid an un­
dieduled visit to th• office of R,p. 
Saan Molinari, said th• program 
us given him "ol)-the-job training 
u a c.arpent,r. supervisor and 
l4Kil leader." He said be and 20 
oCllen are working to produce a 
~me d•velopment. 

l,!s. Molinari bas opposed fund ­
~ Americorps because she be-
11..-es it is not cost-effective. While 
lilt said she was pleased Wu was 
r♦ognized for b.is work.. she said 
tllDise who belong to the program 
~d be paid through educational 
~b<rs to •nsure that they use 
tla moo,y they e.arn to go to col-

• · ::Ille said the SU billion that 
tipd, the program could be 
~tcbed out.. to benefit more 
~ simply by allocating it as 
•ipt twuon aid and requiring 
rcip;,nts to do volun~r work in 
~ own community. 

!':I think wbal be [President Clin• 
~ calls volunteerism is provid­
q people with a full-time job."" 
!la congresswoman said. estimat­
~ that when health care costs 
._. included. the cost of putting a 
~cipanl in the field was about 
At.000 a ye.ar. 
• he once-popular national vol­
~• plan also bas come under 
ti.re from top Republicans. includ-
111 House Speaker Newt Gingrich. 
&(just another wasteful and over­
,_ching government spending 
pioilgram. 

5\lu said be beard about 
Alllericorps through the church be 
attonds in Miami. 

Just hours before the presiden t"s 

---- ~ 

addm:s Wu said lie still couldn't 
believe be bad been .elected to 
appear. 

Wu's pattnts suU live oo Stateo 
Island. His father, Philip Sr .. is an 
accountant with Shamrock Bus Co. 
ID Mariners Harbor. His mother, 
Myriam, also works for Shamrock. 
as a manager. 

"I led like I won the lottery," 
Wu said. "Working with Habit.at is 
grut stufl. We just moved in 16 
families. We developed relation-
ships with them. TIiey even invited Staff IDTitn- Ttrtntt J. Kivlon I 
QI to speod Olristnw •ith tbem.'" ca,,tTibuttd to lhi.f rrpcrt . 

/\ ------- - ' - • -~ 
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First _lady's guest list 
/sends many messages 
I 

1 .. Jnvitees cast spodight on Mlhite House priorities, 
.. ~TR)P'IIESS lt )_ O\l ff'\ 

Wlllhlncton - The White 
HOU8e .ou&ht to showcase its na­

.. tional terVioe program and the 
U.S. military operation in l;laiti 
by inviting AmeriCorps workers 

, and a Haitian~ to sit 
'"With Hillary Rod.ham Clinton 
during the State of the Union 
speech. 

Cpl. Gregory Depestre, a 24-
. year-old 10ldier who served in 
• his native Haiti, was invited to.sit 

on Mrs. Clinton's left in the 
House gallery. Four AmeriCorps 
members also were invited to 
join the first lady, demonstrating 
the administrati_on's determina­
tion to preserve the program that 
is on House Speaker Newt Ging­
rich's hit list. AmeriCorps allows 
Americans to pay off college 
loans through community 
1ervice:--' 

In addition, Kansas City Po­
lice Chief Steven Bishop, a 
strong supporter of the program, 
was to join the group. . 

Mrs. Clinton's guest list also 
included the Lucas family from 
Hattiesburg, Miss. Jack Lucas 
was the youngest Marine ever 
and the youngest man in this cen-

• tury to be given the Medal of 
Honor, receiving the award at 
the age of 17 for throwing him­
self en a grenade 'tu -protect hi;; 
buddies on Iwo Jima during 
World War II . Lucas ' son, Jim­
my, a veterinarian from North 
Carolina who served in Vietnam, 
and his grandson, Matthew, a 
high school student, also were in­
vited guests. 

Also invited to sit with Mrs. 
Clinton were 2nd L~ Mary Kay 
McLean, 31 , who 1\..--cently re-
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turned from Air Force duty i 
Kuwait. 

The first lady's guests also ir 
eluded the Rev. John Cherry an 
his wife, Rev. Diana Cherry, < 
AME Zion Church in Tempi 
Hills, Md. Their congregation i 
active in promoting personal n 
1ponsibility among communit 
members, a favorite Clinto 
theme. Clinton spoke at th 
church last year. 

The AmeriCorps memberi 
invited to sit with Mrs. Clinton 
.were: 

► Cindy Perry, 31, serving ru; 
a tutor to secon<l·Kraders in rural 
Kentucky. 

► Philip Wu, 28, working 
with Habitat for Humanity in 
Miami. 

► Colin Yost, 24, working in 
Portland, Ore., with Green Corps 
to weatherize houses, teach ener­
gy conservation and combat lead 
poisoning. 

► Laron Field, 22, working in 
Kansas City's Blue Hill neigh­
borhood on anti -crime ini­
tiatives. ...,, 

fl<~~~~--~ends Clinton speech 
t wA1l~d-itN <APJ - A Franklin, K.Y., mother rx four attended 
,1uada.y ~t'• State rL the_ Union speech by President Clinton as 
.. ~--rL First Lady Hillmj, Rodham Clinton. 
, ~ P~, 81., II• participant in the new AmerK&m11 Faabal-eemce Pl"D(ram. 

. li!1'- Clintoo ~vited her ~ attend the speech to ewe a "penona] 
face to the i:r-ident'a proume to help save the nrn<n-a= fro ! B,p1blican 1,,.,.,.,_t cuts r·-.·~ m 

I . ~ . 
AmonCoroa wu created by Coocress in 1993 at Clinton' • 

VCGl:DUll8nl are &aliened to local public service ~ -
8 J 
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ent the i:rogram would be liJared. • . .:,~¥-.Bepl toured the park where the students 
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prevm1,·Sega1emd.-- ,· • .• !;!:~ .- :1«.,::i~ 
Galveston, the ~ tltlie'~ ·~-'i,;.Corpe members receive ,mall stipends and 

llll!lin,:u,•,.,,,.tion C,orpe have been ~ up th• JDODeY i>r college. 
reline and reetorint" oatui.r.traihf hi r ' -. They alao are required to do community ser· 

dswood's Ch.alleoger Park. J!:)~ ! • ·t:",-,,.,. - -.l\w:e work, ranging from tutoring children to 
Galveston corpe has pen.1flliitlfdlool 'liuilding houses for the homeless. 

_ a 98CXl(Mf chance to~-~~ ·-~--OW- young people will get tllings done," Segal 
oma and to do oommunity iierriee·warx.-·'91iid, adding that the program has been good 
student:8 live aboard _the ,.._. Clipper --.tionally. '"They've cloeed crack hOUBeS, immu­
• ship.at TAMU_,_q'.,~~ and cleaned up the shoreline." 
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Finding a fresh start 
Federal program helps abuse victim end cycle of defeat 

By Anne Gasior 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

CQ~M' 

H 
er drunken, abusive, husband 
ruined Sheryl Taylor's 
surprise birthday party last 
year when he hit one of 
Taylor's children. That was 

when Taylor finally realized she had had 
enough. 

After 10 years, the Vandalia woman 
would no longer subject herself or her 
children to the pain, anger and upheaval 
that came with the abuse. 

"I always thought I could make it bet­
ter, but I finally realized that no matter 
what I did, it wasn't good enough," says 
Taylor, 38. 

She broke free, divorced her husband, 
and set herself on an uphill course. Tay­
lor's story is one of survival, of the truest 
kind of determination that led a woman -
from a prison of abuse to a world of free­
dom and opportunity. It's a story that 
began at rock bottom and, through sheer 
will, moved steadily upward. 

Much has happened to Taylor and her 
three children - ages 16, 13, and 11-- in 
the 12 months since Taylor left her hus­
band. •• 

They spent four months in the YWCA 
shelter for battered women and children. 

Then Taylor moved her family to a subsi­
dized apartment. She learned to take • 
care of herself and her kids, to pay her 
bills, to put food on the table. She • 
received her high school equivalency 
degree. She hounded the manager at 
another apartment complex and finally 
was accepted into the townhouse where 
she now lives. 

But most important, Taylor applied for 
and was accepted to Americorps, an ini-

JIM Rl11UDGE/DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

In the Serve With Energy and 
Talent program, Taylor earns a 
stipend and scholarship money. 

tiative started by President Clinton and 
deligned to be a type of new domestic 
PM.ce Corps. Taylor is one of 20 Miami 
Valley residents chosen to take part in 
the Serve With Energy and Talent 
(SWEAT) program. 

For the next year, Taylor will give back 
to the YWCA, working with Housekeys, 
the program that helped her get back on 
her feet. Through this community ser­
vice, she will earn a $7,662 stipend for the 
year and $4,725 in college scholarship 
money. When her Americorps service is 
finished, Taylor plans to work toward a 
two-year degree as a mental health tech­
nician. 

"I couldn't stand just sitting in the 
shelter, moaning and groaning about my 
fate," Taylor says. "I've been told I 
jumped up a lot faster than a lot of peo­
ple, but I just wanted to start this life 
with my kids." 

Ann Howard is an outreach worker at 
Housekeys and has worked with Taylor, 
first as a client and now alongside her as 
Taylor embarks on the SWEAT program. 

"She has a lot of personal strength," 
Howard says of Taylor. "She has a real 
thirst for knowledge. She wants to know 
every possible way to do something. She 

·12: SEE TAYLOR/2C 
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has a sense of self-esteem that I 
don't even have. I don't know 
where that comes from, but she 's 
got it." 

Maybe it came from her step­
sister, a role model of sorts for 
Taylor. Becky Trzeciak. 28, was 
in a bad marriage and had a 
young child. But she got out of 
the marriage, earned her high 
school diploma and went on to 
nursing school. Trzeciak says 
Taylor saw her move on and 
knew she could do it, too. 

Now Taylor, through her 
SWEAT assignment. hopes to be 
a role model for other women. 
Taylor will work to fulrul the 
A.t:Rericorps motto, "Getting 
Things Done," by helping abused 
women who are trying to get 
back on their feet. 

Taylor knows just how hard 
that can be. 

'Tm scared every single day," 
Taylor says. ''l'm depending on 
me now and I have three kids 
whc;'•,e got no one but me." 

-B;.it Taylor has been a fighter 
all ber life. Don't look here for the 
picture of a Peace Corps volun­
tefr of the 1960s. Taylor is no 
bright -eyed, middle-class college 
student. She came from a broken 
family where an alcoholic mother 
Jett five daughters in the care of a 
father who was addicted to gam­
bling. 

Eventually, a family services 
agency took the children away 
ar..d scattered them. Taylor 
aded up in a juvenile home. 
v'llen she was 17, she Jett the 
1ome and went to live with her 
mi)ther. 

!I'aylor married three times, the 
titst time at 19, the last time to 
the abuser. 

~·r went from one man to 
atjother. I've never been on my 
own," Taylor says. 

~•Now, I'm allowed to be who I 
w~t to be. I dnally realize I love 
ny kids more than anything. 
mien my mom left us, I said I 
would take care of my kids until 
the day I died. I forgot my prom­
ise for a while when I was in that 
a~usive relationship." 

The kids made all the cillf'er­
erice. 

!'I'm sure ifhe hadn't started in 
on the kids, I'd still be there." 

But Taylor isn't still there. In 
fact, she's nowhere close to 
where she was just a few months 
a~o. 

■ WHAT: President Clinton 's 
national service program, a 
domestic Peace Corps. 
■ WHO: The program is open 
to ·u.s. citizens or permanent 
residents, 17 or older. Partici­
pants must have a high school 
dlploma or agree to earn one. 
■ LOCAL PROGRAM: Serve 
With Energy and Talent 
(SWEA n is one of nine Ameri­
corps projects in Ohio and the 
only one in the Miami Valley. 
There are 20 participants who 
will be working on programs 
that include truancy preve~ 
tlon, alternative dispute resolu­
tion , adutt literacy, the enviro~ 
ment, women in transition and 
neighborhood recreation , all in 
the Dayton area · s most needy 
areas. 
■ PA~: Participants receive a 
living allowance for the year of 
$7,662. At the end of the ser­
vice period. they receive 
$4,725 to be applied to col­
lege tuition costs . 
■ INFORMATION: Dayton's 
Americorps program is being 
overseen by the University of 
Dayton . For information, call 
229-4641. 

"I have been very impressed 
with all of the people but I am 
excited to see someone with 
Sheryl's background." says 
SWEAT director Brother Ed 
Zamierowski says. "The hand she 
was dealt was lousy, but she has 
made a lot out of it and is very 
enthusiastic." 

Of the other 19 SWEAT partici­
pants, 18 have had at least some 
college, four have advanced 
degrees. 

"A lot of the people in the pro­
gram are more educated than she 
is and that bothered her at C.rst." 
caseworker Ann Howard says of 
Taylor. 

Quickly, however, Taylor saw 
just how much she had to offer 
and now that she has hit her 
stride, she is hoping to some day 
return to the YMCA shelter, but 
this time as a case manager. 

"I want to be there when these 
women come in with their kids. I 
want to talk to them. to help 
them," Taylor says. "I want to 
change the world." 



'I couldn't stand just sitting in the shelter, moaning and groaning 
about my fate. I've been told I jumped up a lot faster than a lot of 

people, but I just wanted to start this life with my kids.' 
Sheryl Taylor 
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At their new Vandalia apartment. Tanya Ely (left) , Robert Ely, their mother, Sheryl Taylor, and Tonya Ely page 
through photo albums and make plans for the Mure. 
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AmeriCorps workers are helping landowners enroll in wetlands program 
By KEN SWEENEY (; 191 A f 

A new volunteer organization initi­
ated by President Clinton is making its 
presence felt in Iowa County. 

Five young _ adulls, all Ameri_~ 
volunteers from throughout• the Mid­
west, set up shop in early October in 
the former Soil Conservation Service 
office on the west side of the square in 
downtown Williamsburg. 

The main purpose of this group. ac­
cording to Paul Heffron, public infor­
mation officer, is to help get landown­
ers along the Iowa River basin apply 
for and get enrolled in the Emergency 

• Wetlands Reserve Program (EWRP). 
Heffron and Jeff Chase, another group 

111ember, explained that the primary 
goal . of the project is flood control on 
bottom land that has ~n cropped peri­
odically, interspersed by years when the 
land is under water. 

Landowners enrolled in EWRP do not 
contribute any of their own funds to 
restoration. In exchange for a perpetual 
wetlands easement, landowners receive 
$837 an acre, with 75 percent payable 
al the slart of the project and the re­
mainder when restoration is completed. 

Heffron said landowners have until 
Dec. 31 to sign up for the latest round 
of EWRP. 
UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION 

Heffron explained that AmeriCorps is 
an umbrella organization that purs a 
number of domestic volunteer service 
organizations under one agency. Al-
1hough AmeriCorps volunteers are not 
federal employees, the program is ad­
ministered through the U.S. Dcpart-

.!!!!:!11 of Agriculru~e: _ _ _ 

According to a USDA/AmeriCorps 
publication, !he purpose of the Ameri­
Corps program "is to 'get things done,' 
using the concept of national service as 
a vehicle. It offers opportunities to 
Americans to serve their country and 
earn education awards in· return . It is a 
grassroots effort to solve the problems 
facing communities across the nation . 

More simply, Heffron said, ii can 
best be described as a "domestic Peace 
Corps.• 

AmeriCorps volunteers musl be high 
school graduates, bur Heffron said col­
lege graduates arc preferred. During !heir 
terms of service, members are paid a 
living allowance which amounts to 
aboul $6.60 an hour. Members must 
perform 1.812 hours of service in no 
less than nine months and no more than 
12 months. 

Al 1he end of their terms, members 
are given an educational award w_orth 
$4,725 which can be used for college, 
job training or repayment of student 
loans. 

Borh public agencies and private, 
non-profit organizations can apply for 
AmeriCorps projects. The projects vary 
widely from conservation 10 domestic 
violence to historic preservation. 

VA IETV or EXPERIENCE 
Members of lhe Williamsburg-based 

group have a wide variety of experience 
and education. • 

Heffron, 22, the public information 
officer fo r the group , is from Center­
ville and is a graduate of Creip.hlon 
University, Omaha, with a <!~~rec in 
history . He said last summer -he did 

AmeriCorps volunteers working in Iowa County are: front, Jeff Chase; 
back, Terri Abbett, Ezana Habte-Gabr, Patrick Lake and Paul Heffron. 

some work in the Dominican Republic 
for 1he Institute for Larin American 
Concern and this service made him de­
cide to volunteer for AmeriCorps duty. 

Chase, 25, of Cedar Rapids, is a 
graduate of Upper Iowa University, 

Fayette, wilh a degree in conservation 
management While al Upper Iowa, he 
volunleered for the Commillee for 1he 
National Wild Turkey Federation and 
was a leader wilh Wetlands for Iowa. He 
also was heavily i valved in outdoor 

pursuits, especially archery. 
Terri Abbelt , 31, is from Kansas and 

holds a bachelor's degree in biology 
from Missouri Stale University, War­
rensburg, and a masler's degree in envi ­
ronmental biology from Emporia S1a1e 
University, Emporia, Kan. 

She spenl lhis summer working wi1h 
lhe Universi1y of Missouri, researching 
the Indiana bat in northern Missouri . 
Her specially, however, is songbirds, 
having studied songbird diversity at 
Emporia. While al Warrensburg, she 
studied songbirds and mammals of 
Nevada and was allackcd while auempt· 
ing 10 counl eggs in an owl's nest 

Patrick Lake, 23, is from Fort Madi­
son and will graduate from 1he Univer­
sity of Iowa in December with a major 
in geography wilh emphpsis on envi­
ronmental stud ies. Ile ulso spenl two 
years al Western Illinois University, 
Macomb, where he studied geography 
and wetlands. 

Ezana Hable-Gabr, 27, -is from Er­
itrea, a country which gained ils Inde­
pendence from Ethiopia in 1991, bur 
ha.~ spcnl most of his life in Iowa. He 
has a degree in geography from 1he 
University of Iowa and is currently 
working toward a master's degree in ge­
ography from 1he University or North­
ern Iowa. He is engaged lo be married 
10 a Colombian citizen from Bogata. 

Hab1e-Gabr said giving service to 
AmeriCorps while acquiring experience 
on GIS (Geographic Information Sys­
tem) is a greal way to learn aboul GIS 
as well as giving something back 10 lhe 
State of Iowa. 

Heffron said the project lhe five will 
be working on was proposed by lht· 
Soil Conservation Service (SCSJ. II 
iuvolves nearly 50,(K)() acres or :~c 
Iowa River flood plain. spanning nearl y 
45 river miles from 1he Mesquakie In ­
dian Reserva1ion near Tama to the Mis­
sissippi River. Their work will be co­
ordinated with the SCS, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Iowa Dcparrmcnt ol 
Natural Resources, Pheasants Forever 
and Ducks Unlimiled. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
for their project, the AmeriCorp, 

members will be: 
• Restoring wetlands by helpinl' 

landowners in lhe ba.~in enroll in thl' 
Emergency We1lands Reserve Program; 

• Developing and implementing an 
invenlory of ex isling wetland easemenh 
and other j)Qlential sires usirtg a GI'.> 
layer; 

• Assisting lhe Iowa River Corrido, 
coordinator in implemen1ing rhe objec 
rives of rhe IRC vision s1a1ement; 

• Developing and implementing a 11 

inventory of special waler qual 
i1y/we1land restoration projects; and 

• Developing and implementing ,, 
public information program on wet 
lands, ahernative flood plain manage 
mcnl and waler quali1y . 

The project proposal indicates lher, 
are approxima1ely 400 landowners i, 
1he nine counties of the Iowa Riv,·, 
basin. The AmeriCorps members wi l 
be helping wilh applica1ions and help 
ing landowners do 1he plans and conve, 
the lands back to wetland~. 
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. Am~riCorps helps single mother 
~-·pay college education expenses • 
· • ~,i,!!.?!1,2! / But she failed to qualify because tried an innovative approach. 

As a ainile uipther of two, 
Teresa Hale recently faced ai:i 

.·. uphill battle. How WQuld ahe repay 
·· the nearly $10,000 In atudent 
loans? • 

Hale, a senior at Southeast 
Missouri State University, consid­
.ered military aervice for the ~u­
cational benefits it offered. 

A 

of eyesight problems, a rejection She wrote a letter on recycled 
Hale found hard lo swallow, sh,· pal)('r, crafted at tht' hands of~· 
said. era! Girl Scouts for whom she 

Detennined to find a w-dy finance served as a counselor during a 
'her college education, Hale wrote camping outing last ~ummer. 
lo Pce11iden1 Bill Clinton . No In June, Clinton sent Hale a mes­
respo11se . She wrote again and sage she hopes will change her 
received a form letter. life. Clintbn told Hale about a pro­

• Determined to get a response gram called "AmeriCorps." in 
from th~ President himseU, Ha

0

le which volunteers could work for 
O • educational awards to be used for 

' 

college or training. 
In September, Hale learned an 

AmeriCorps program was being 
started al Southeast After hearing 
a local news broadcast announcing 
that area volunteers for the pro­
gram were being sought, she 
wanted to join. 

Today, Hale is a member or the 
Southeast Missouri Partners for 
Community Service, the 
AmeriCorps program serving 
eight counties in Southeast 
'Missouri ..:... Cape Girardeau , 
Bollinger, Mississippi, Scott , 
Stoddard, New Madrid, Dunklin 
and Pemiscot • 

She already has begun her cY~!-
\Jn teer wor;k on a Jix-member 

SOUTHEAST HISSOURIAH health impact team based in 
Stoddard County, and has been 
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, working with the Stoddard County 

t 
Health Department ln Bloomfield. 

She plans to talk to school offi. 
cials in Stoddard County to expand 
or establish programs for at-risk 
students, including a sllpport 
group or program for school 
dropouts . 

"ll's really a good learning experi­
e nce ," she said . "I'm learning 
things I need for my field of psy• 
chology. I want to work with youths 
when I graduate. It's really a lot of 

• fun for me. The experience I'm get­
ting is really important. But the 

/ -educational grant is the big thing." 
, Under the plan, Hale and other 

I

' full-timt· AmeriCorps workers will 

. 
. perform 1.700 hours of community 

service a year in return for $7,400 
in annua.1 .wages plus chilrl care 
and health insurance. 

After each year of service, work• 
ers will receive a $4,725 education• 
al award to atlend college or a 
poslst."condary vocational school. 
l'arliciµation of full-time workers 
Is li mited to two years. 

Based on those figure s, Hale 
· uys she will be able to repay near• 
Jy all of her $10,000 educational 

• debt by the end of 1996. 
Seventeen part-time workers 

have been sworn in and will per­
form 900 hours of community ser­

. vice over a two-year period. 
In return for their service, they 

will receive an educational award 
of $2,:{(i2.50. 

Part-time workers who are full­
time students may extend their 
period of service to three years. 

The So.utheast ·Missouri 
Partners for Community Service 
has n·n ·iv1•d $:l!K),O<K> in August~ 
mul was on,· of three in the state lo 
rt 'l't'iVl' f1111di1111 , 
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A.meriCorps volun t-c0rs make big difference in area towns 
{;)_q1AT 

By STACY Y. CHI'.\..\ '!f:? \· ,. • - J 
Ctuldren m H~:s1dr and Plam- •• -.,.;i:: ', • tf " '.!. 

field are benefitmr from the work of •• ; ·: ~ :~ 
t 11·0 determined volunteer~ who are 
gm mg 1!11ngyd0nt m the country's 
dome,uc Pe'ace r~rps. 

Barbara H~ :non and Saman­
t_l}i! Kanner are volunteers in the 
KmeriCorf tmrogram, initiated by 
Pl'es1den c7on as a way ror peo­
ple to give back to communities. 

Workers are enlisted for a year 
and receive a living expenses sti­
pend, a health care packagt and 
money to use toward undergradu­
ate college loans or tuition for .a 
higher degree/ • 

Each volunteer must d9!late 
1,700 hours to one of four major pri­
orities..:education, public safety, 
human needs or the environment. 

After their cycle is ~omplete. 
workers can reapply for z second 
year of service. There are about 
20,000 participants nationwide. 

Harmon and Kanner are spon­
sored through a grant called Action 
for Children Today (ACT), which is 
given to Community Coordinated 
Child Care !CCCC) m Hillside. 

Since September. thev have 
wcrked at the after-school pro­
grams of Hurden-Looker, George 
Washingtvn. A.P. Morris and Cal.in 
Cov:idge schoob with workers fr Jm 
the YMCA of Eastern Union Cotlllty. 

Kanner, a 26-year-old Manala­
pan resident, is a graduate or Cen­
tral Connecticut St.ate University 
anct Kean College who recPived her 
teacher's certification L'I Connecti­
cut. 

She is pursuing ll,fuaster·s de­
gree in art thcrzpy a: Nev: York Uni­
versit\'·s ~chool of Educauon. Kan­
ner sa;d she found out about Ameri­
Corps i!l a magazir,e ad. 

Harmon. 24. graduated from 
Trenton State College in May 1993 
with a communications degree. The 
Orange resident heard about Ame­
riCorps in school. 

IPMIO by lalfllH I\ W ' tt ltll ) 

Barbara Harmon o! Oran9e, an Amer iCorps volunteer , works with children during a first aid exercise at 
the Hurden-Looker School in Hillside 

"lt's a great opportunity to 
give back to the co=unity, and it 's 
great to have someoue behind !IS. 
We would be doing this kind of work 
any11,·ay. but AmeriCOrps gives us 
the added incentive to do what we 
want to do ... she said. 

Bet"·een 30 to 35 ciiilciren a• ­
tend the after-school p:orram at 
hurje'l-Louker S:hc-ol da:Jy. said 
Doroth; Dr;scoll, CCCC spokeswo­
man. 

In addition to helping YMCA 
worlrers 11,ith supervision, arts and 
cra1\.s and tutoring, Harmon and 

. Kanner also implement their own 
programs with the children. 

For example, the, are teaching 
First Aid for Chllc're!I Today 
(FACT), an American Red Cross 
program. Harmon is a certified ftrst 

• aid instrJ:tcr. 
"The satisfactlO'.l comes in 

when you see a child remembers 
what you tau~ht him two weeks 
ago," she ~a. "I hope nothing hap­
pens to them, but if an emefiency 

• does happen, they will be pre­
pared." 

On Fridays, Harmon and Kan· 

ner travel to the Interfaith Council 
for the Homeless.ofUnlon County in 
Plainl!eld, where they teach at the 
Even · Start Fam!ly Literacy Pro­
gram. 

Evelyn Leverett, program di­
rector, said they have been a wel­
co10e a:lditio~ to tt,e group. 

"Samantha bas an art back­
ground, which none of the other 
workers has. Her ideas have helped 
both the parents and the children," 
she said. 

Kanner is organizing a recy­
cling resoun:e center for the art pro-

grams in the Hillside schools 
She is aslang various loca 

rompanies to donate shreddec 
paper. stickers. cardboard tubes 
scrap wood. plasuc spools. wall ­
paper, sample books and tiles. 

"It 's hard for lads to let go \\ith 
just the traditional art matenals ... 
Kanner said. 

If parents and students re­
,pond well to the idea, Kanner 
hopes t.o open' a center twice a 
month on Saturdays at a Hillside lo­
cation. 

"l planned for lt to be for child­
ren, but if parents want to get 
Involved that's great. It would pro­
vide for real quality time for fami­
lies," she said. 

Harmon Is working on offering 
free CPR classes to adults, and on 
organizing a parent center al the af­
ter-school programs. 

Botb volunteers are working on 
a monthly parent newsletter to be 
continued by the district alter the 
AmeriCOrps year is complete. 

Diane Genco, AmeriCorps 
coordinator for central New Jersey. 
praised the enthusiasm Harmon 
and Kanner bring to their work. 

"They have to be real self­
starters," she said. 

There &re six other workers in 
the state under the ACT grant, and 
about 75 AmeriCorps workers in the 
state overall. 

Alter completing her Ameri­
Corps year, Harmon plans to attend 
~duate s.-:hool to become a college 
professor in communications. while 
Kanner will study to become a spe­
cial education art teachPr for el­
emPnfarv schoo! cililciren 

Hannon said the AmeriCorps 
experience has lillowed her to re­
ceive more than she has given. 

"Working with these kids, you 
have to keep your energy level high. 
Alt.er teaching a class, I feel much 
better. It uplifts you," she saict. 
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Aavericorps volunteer defends program 
(o ').C\ A, berg pretty steamed. Frankenberi;, 23, kenberg doesn 't see much of It. She the shelte~. with brui~s an~ leaves· ~he The program has given her hands-on 

By Sel
h 

Hettena from Tol_edo, Oh10, ts makes $6_00 a month before taxes. same day ,,and theres nothing you can experience that she could never get in 
or the Tole!lraph Herald Am 1 h d bo t il h said an ericorps vo u~- She said she works hard -'- 40 ours a o a u , s e • college, she said. 

Sen. C es Grassl?y, R-Iowa, thinks 
the..,~~~~L,:volur teer program, the 
national Pea Corps1 created by Presi­
dent Clinton, ls flawed. Without sayi 
the program should be shelved, In & 
speech that was picked up by severe 
newspapers, Grass)ey said Amerlcorps' 
costs are too high, it doesn't screen out 
millionaires, and its volunteers do little 
work. 

Gra:.sley's remar~s got Lara Franken­
/ -- -----

Frankenberg 

teer at the YWCA, s week - more if needed. . She gets two days off 8 week but pat- "For me and a lot o( people a college 
Ba tiered Women s Frankenberg serves as a court advocate ting her beeper, she srud that she is never degree isn't a ticket to a job" she said • 
Pro~ in Dubu<J~e. for abused women who need help filling lo?, far from w~rk. And she can't forget Gras'sJey. • 

Shes not a rn1lhon- out court forms. She also handles calls on Whe"!, I beheve in son:,ething I go all "I' th t th • thi th t' 
aire she says In f;ict the way Frankenberg said m sure a ere s no ng a s 
she ::Omes fro~ a fam- the ~rogram's crisis _line and the ,rest of She ~pplied late to the· Americorps perfect," Frankenberg said, "but this Is ; 
lly that hovers around the time she works m the YWCA 8 she)- program and was worried that there the first program since the Peace Corps : 
the poverty line. te~; ., weren't any openings Jen. So when she that I ha~~ honestly felt pride in my gov- · 

If the program does There are some days that are great, heard about the position at the YWCA, "I ernment. . 
cost $30,000 per volur.- she said. "There are som~ days that Just was halfway to Iowa," she ~d. "[f you see a problem, fix it, don't kill 
teer, which is 8 figure put my stom~ch in knots.. After a week of training in Des Moines, it," she said. "Don't throw the baby out ,' 
Gressley cites, Fran- A bad day ts when a .woman walks Into Frankenberg <'&me to Dubuque Oct. 10. with the bathwater." .. ~ j 
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A Second Chance at the American Dream 
6;J17k, ~ J7 

A FI'ER BEING 0Uf of work for almost 
three years, Richard Torres will begin a 
new job soon, but it's not just any job. For 

him, it wiU be a siepping stone to a second chance in 
life. 

It is a siep toward achieving his American Dream 
-and he is doing it with the helpofGoodwill'sJob 
Oub program and the OinlOO administration. 

Torres has beaten out almost 300 applicants to 
become only one of five learn leaders position in the 
local AmeriCorp program, President Bill Clinton's 
national se,vice program modeled after the Pcb 
Corps. 

"'There were people with M.A. degrees lined up 
fortheieamlcaderjobs,"saysPau!Primm,Goodwill's 
Job Oub coordinata who helped guide Torres in 

SOFIA CHAVEZ 

landing his high-praile job in the AmeriCorps' anti­
hunger and empowamcnt program. "'The competi­
tion was very tough." 

So tough, in fad, that to prepare for interviews 
with prospective eoployers and find a good job 
ma!Ch,job develq,erswated onc-0n-ooe with Torres 
for a period of two nmths. Primm worked with him 
to develop aresumtllldconducled videotaped mock 
iniervicws. 

Afler he applied to AmeriCorps, Torres then 
went through an exhaustive interview and evaluation 
process, but not without Primm's support and en­
couragement 

Primm would call Torres to remind him of 
appointments, and he even drove him to his interview 
with AmeriCorps representatives. 

"Paul went out of his way to help me." says 
Torres. "It made me feel good. He encouraged me a 
loL I saw how much Paul cared for me. It made me try 
luirder." • 

Primm believes Torres will excel at his job 
because "Richard has worked hard on Richard." 
Specifically, Primm ciies Torres' communication 
skills, his ability to relaie to others, intense eye 
e<lfllJlct and listening skills. 

"When he's working with the homeless, Rich-

ard will know how to discern what they say and need 
because he knows street tallc and how bad it is out 
there," says Primm. 

Primm also said that Torres' life experiences are 
assets to his new job because he's overcome some 
major obstacles - including gang involvement, 
alcohol and drug abuse, and incarceration- and will 
encounter others who may be in the same situation. 

''Those life experiences will come in handy 
whenhe'soutonSkidRowfindingpeopletemporary 
housing or setting up a farmer's market that teachers 
families about nutrition," says Primm. 

Along with the farmer's marlcet, Torres and his 
seven learn members will set up a community gar­
den. Their goals are to reduce the number of Ameri­
cans suffering from hunger, improve the nutritional 

A Coniinued on Pagt A6 
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s-, McGuire oi Hayward puallN ta w.., through the m,der­
a.u.t\ tharl. he Uld his fellow Amelicorpa -1cen - dearing at 
the East Bay fwgional Park at Lake Temeecal In Oakland. 

Domestic corps 
-~eaches teen-agers 
to be _good citizens 
ltyMwidld, May ' ,---
STAR'~ LP-:J. 97AT I just thought a 

. • ' Anissa Nunez spent all day . 
- Tuesday at Oakland's Lake Teo pme needle was a 

rnes:caJ digging a ditch an~ pine needle " 
pulling weedB as part of Presi- • 
dent Bill Clinton's idea of revita­
lizing AmeriCL 

The Castro Valley teen-ager is 
one of eight young people who 
signed up for Americorps, the 
president's domesuc peace corps 
program. She and her crew will 

. spend the next 11 months on 
.. comervatton projects in the East 
' ~ Regional Parle District. 

I

'. The worters will get $4.25 an 
·~hour - or a total of $4,750 to 
, put toward college tuition or 
/ • loans, health benefits and child 

J care. They also will attend 
clas8es on leade!E!!pcBkills, com-

I 
munlty service and self-esteem. 

"It's a lot of wort, but I like 
it," IS-year-old Nunez said as 
she stomped her shovel into the 
ground. 

1 "I'm learning how to commu­
.. nicate with people and I'm also 
learning about trees and how 
they grow. Like, did you know 
there are long and short pine 

. needles? I just thought a pine 
• needle was a p~ needle," she 

aaid. 
. Nunez isn't quite sure which 

college she will apply. to, or 
which major she'll study. But she 
doesn't want to sit around in a 
cafe or in front of the 1V tzying 
to figure it out, either. She wants 

. to serve her community, she 
~ -
; "Americorps is a great oppor­
tunity for young people who are 
tzying to decide on a ~r or 
maybe lost their enthusiasm for 
achoo!. Besides, there's nothing 
like physical labor to malce you 
decide to go back to school," 
aid Lake Temescal Pack Super­
villor Frances Heath. 

. For the past three weeks the 
Amerlcorps crew h1111 been 
p trees and cleaning the 
beech of Lake Temescal. The 
workers show up at the lake 
about 8:30 a.m, chat with each 
other for awhile and then get to 
wort, chopping down non-native 
acacia bushes and tzying to atay 
out of the poison oak. 

On Dec. I , each worker will 
take on an ecological internship 
at various parks throughout the 
Eut~. 

Nicole Egger of Berkeley will 

Anissa Nunez 
c...~--"'~ 

go to Anthony Chabot Regional 
Pack In Castro Valley to help rip 
out non-nattve eucalyptus trees 
and replant the grounds with na­
tive shrubs and flowers . 

Sean McGuire of Hayward will 
enter hilting trail coordinates 
into a portable computer as he 
walks along district trails. The In­
formation he gatl iers will be 
downloaded ln1o the district's 
new computer mapping system, 

• which will be med to make accu­
rate parlc maps and eventually 
allow visitors to get park inform­
ation on-line. 

"I guess you could say I've 
got a whole new code of ethics 
now, " said McGuire , who 
dropped out of high school into 
the beer commercial lifestyle be­
fore finding his passion for eco­
logical conservation. 

McGuire had spent one year 
with the East Bay Censervation 
Corps, which oveniees Ameri­
corps. When his stint was up 
with the East Bay group, he 
signed up for Clinton's corps. 
Now !,le dreams of becoming a 
forest ranger . 

The eight young people as­
signed by the East Bay Conserva­
tion Corps to the park district 
say they're learning a lot about 
ecology, but even more from 
long conversations with one an­
other during eight-hour seeding 
and weeding sessions. 

., They describe their job as 
M'IV's Real World meets the en­
vironment - a group of people 
with completely different baclc­
grounds who found them.selves 
sharing 40 hours a -week to­
gether out In the outdoors. 

''They've got to wort together 
all day long, and they've done a 
l'ml&lkable job of solidifying as a 
group while at the same time 
lieamlng to respect each other's 
voices. If they can aolve tho,e 
kind of problems, then they can 
aolve the problems of America 
because that's what we're all 
about, respect," said A,mericorps 
Supervisor Mike Smith. 
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AmeriCorps worker makes a difference 

I 
t's 8:30 un. and Nuha.a District Court ia tttm­
lnf with people who look like they just walked 
out o( a Tom Waita eong. 

A handcutfed man with no ahoelaces and 
dried blood OD hia ,~ ii led into Courtroom 1. 

A 'IP'OlllCI with black beela. a long bladt trench coat 
and a Vt!r)', vuy short a.kirt roam& the building. 
~ wearing expensivt ties and too mudt~ 
iDi gel strut with~ puJ'l)08e. 

Bel'on! the clock bu a chance to strike 9, two 
W'0?DeD have &!ready showed up to !!11 out pel#ions 
(or temporary restraining orden again.st thlll',ou­
sive husbands or boyfriends. To greet them at'!he 
door is a 22-year~ld W'Offl&n who, unbeknownst ID 
them. is about to make their day iD court a whole lot 
mer. 

Debbie is an AmeriCor;is worker. She is sta­
tioned in Suhua District Courtlor the ne:rt 10 
moDth.s to help w,:,men - and a Ce-w men - through 
the labyrinthine process of securing restraining or­
den again.st abasive partners. 

S-!le expiaina the iegai pl'OC'eSS. answers ques­
tion&, helps with paperwork, appears with victim.5 
before the judge. She is present at final hearin~ 
and is armed with a lilt of referral& for everything 
trom Coad stamps ID free health care and pro bono 
divorce lawyers. 

Debbie, who uses just her first name for safety, 
hu given a year of her life ID public service. 
Through the AmeriCorps program. started by Pres­
ident Clinton last yesx, this a.spiring law student will 
receive an educational stipend - and a prieeleM 
coo.rthouse education. 

The state AmeriCorps Y-Jctim Assistance Pro­
gram has 30 workers stationed in district colll"ts, 

proaecutor's o!llc:es and o-iais centers. Nearly 200 
more AmeriCor;is workers take part in educationa.l 
and environment&! program& in New Hampshire. 

Debbie is t&II and blonde and well-spoken. a self. 
clesc:nbed "idealist.• She contndict.s t!VU'J Genen­
tion X ateeotype. 

"I think I can get a lot accompliahed by being 
idealistic." she sayg. 

This morning at the courthouse, she is wa.,ting 
no time. The two women who arrived before 9 look­
iz1g tenae and scared are relie-oed when she appears 
at their side to explain the process and help with the 
paperwork. 

While Debbie wait., for court ID be called into 
aession, she swida in the corner o( the lobby -..;th 
"Louise." Louise's troubles pour out like a waterfall 
- the history oC abusive rela.tionships. her huaband's 
violent outbursts, the IU!king, the stnJggle to care 
for her young child. 

Debbie hean her out. Then ahe u~ "But look 
how far you've come. You got ooL" Louiae ha.dn't 
really looked at it that way. She brightens a biL 
When it is time ID go before the judge, Debbie walks 
alongside Louise dOWD the center court a.iale. 

The temporary order ia issued, When she lesves 
the courtroom, Louiae thank& God out loud th.at she 
didn't have ID go before the judge alone. 

AmeriCor;is waa, D&tunJ for De~bie. AN"°' 
Hampshire native, ahe graduated lut 1pring from 
UNH with , m,jor in political science and minors in 

women's studie~ and justice swdies. In roUege. she 
worked a.s a rape crisis counselor. ln Law, she wants 
ID apecialiu in women 's issues. She ronsidered join­
ing the Pe.ace Corps. but decided AmeriCorps v.-as 
better for her. 

:•1 think the Peace Corps is gre&L but I think the 
~ States lw a lot of problem$ that it lw to 
3-i with. And I think domestic violence is a major 
-jll'Oblem on the agenda." she says. 

Proof of that enters the rourthouse in a stea.dv 
stream. Shortly after JO a.m .. a woman Debbie • 
helped last week rushes in. When Debbie La.st saw 
• Amy," her face wa.s so bl.ac.k and blue that Debbie 
could not recognize her from her driver's license pic­
ture. No-..· Amy want.s the restraining order ag-ainst 
her boyfriend dropped. 

Debbie asks why. 
"I love- him and I want to get marned. • 
Debbie and Amv confer in hushed tones. Amv 

says she prcr,·oked the beating. Debbie o,es. to ~o 
avail to comince Amy that it v.-as not her fau!L She 
tells Amy that she can come b.ck and get another 
order if she w-ant.s to. and gi.,.es her refernls to S<r 

cial service agencies. Then she w-at.ches Amy walk 
out the door. 

•rm really upset right no-..·." Debbie says. sitting 
dov.-n on a court bench. Amy will probably land back 
in court or in the back of an ambulance. 

But -..·hen• Jill" walks into the courthouse. Deb­
bie's upset momentarily vanishes. Jill h.ad been in a 
violent relationship. dependent and dov.-n and ouL 
Debbie helped her get a restraining order. Jill got 
out of the relationship, got a job. got heJ'!oel! ~me 
ne-..· clothes and came back to Debbie to say thanks. 

Seeing women transform their lives ma.ke5 Deb­
bie's service worth9.ilile. Referring ID Jill Debbie 
says. -She's got a job, she's dressed up. she's . .. 
&he's ... happy." 

Debbie walks the halls of the courthouse like a 
pro. The clerk.s page "Miss Debbie" if she is upsuirs 
and, woman needs help. By guiding people through 
¢r process, Debbie makes judges' jobs easier. The 
~ keep her posted on the court schedule. and. 
in return. she bakes cookies for the bailiffs. 

Debbie got some of her inspiration to seJ'\·e f:om 
the guy who started AmeriCorps. 

"I think he's an important figure." Debbie sa~·s 
ot'Bill Clinton. "He's very idealistic, too ... I think 
it's good that he's gotten this started. I hope it's gi,·. 
en a chance." 

Debbie could have gotten a job at an insurance 
agency, like eome of her friends. and made a lot 
more money for law school But that "'-asn't really 
the poinL 

'"!'hat wouldn't have meant as much ID me." Deb­
bie says. She doesn't have designs on becoming a 
h.igh-priceo lawyer. S"he chose la"'' because she be­
lit!Yes in the law's awesome power to do good. 

The Na.shua court breaks for a Lat.e lunch. Deb­
bie eat.s her sandwich in her car. then stations her­
self back at the courthouse doors. v.;.iting for wom­
en who need her help. 

While a lot of people in her generation whine 
that there are no more heroes. Debbie is busy be­
coming one. 



The cost of 
supporting an 
AmeriCorps 
member is an 
investment 
wisely made. 

lhr Dr!i llloinr!i ltrgi!ikr 
-----+- ·· - · 

Iowa View/SANrJIRA TmBITTTSMURPHY 
♦ 

How AmeriCorps is helping Iowans 
W hat is AmeriCorps'( Accord­

ing to Senator Charles Grass­
ley, whose condemnation of 

the program appeared in The Register 
on Nov. 4, AmeriC,orps is an inefficient 
and ineffective program, doomed by 
bureaucracy and misguided principles, 
and which will have little, if any, 
effect on lower and middle-class 
Americans. 

This picture does not provide the 
truth. 

The cost of supporting an Ameri­
Corps member is an investment wiSt•ly 
made. (The senator said it costs 
$30,000, but the actual cost is less than 
half that amount and includes a $4,725 
post-service award to help pay for col­
lege.) 

According to the Family Violence 
Prevention Fund, every nine seconcis 
in this country a woman is beaten by 
her partner. 

With this AmcriCorps grant, the 
Iowa Coalition Against DomPstj(' \'10-
lenct' has hired and trained 20 Am1·ri ­
Corps mcmbl·rs to work as victim aci­
vocates in domesoc-violence projt'('.tS 
armo.;s the stall'. Despill• Grassley's al­
k•gations, thP pt'<1plt· joining this pro­
gram arc not tit<• ('hi ldrt'n of mill10n­
a1rl's who arc looking tu pau lht'ir 

resumes while get.ting ea<;y help with 
college bills . AmeriCorps members 
serving in the domestic-violence proj­
ect will receive less than $8,000 for 
their year of service. 

Many have joined this program with 
little regard for the minimal benefits 
provided. They have joined because 
AmeriC,orps rl'presents an opportuni­
ty to give back to their communitit•s 
and to work for a cause in which they 
strongly believe. 

The Iowa Coalition Against Domes­
tic Violence is not the only Iowa pro­
gram strengthened by AmeriCorps. 
AmeriC,orps members with the Depar­
ment of Public Health are conducting 
an immunization drive for Iowa fami­
lies of modest means. Others with the 
"I Have A Dream" program have 
"adopted" Des Moines schoolchildren 
at risk of dropping out to hl'lp them 
stay in school. More Am<>riC-orps mPm­
bers working with 17 Iowa coll<>g(•s 
will fix up hom<-s of olci1·r Iowans who 
arP hit by hard tunes anci teach kids 
how to talk things out rather than 
shoot 1t out. 

Thi' Iowa Coalition A~1inst Doml's­
t i<' Violcncl' 's AmPri1~1rps nwmlJ..ro.; 
n•prcst•nt a wond1·rf11I d1vt'rsity 
among the pcopll' of Iowa and thl' Mid-

wrst. They range in age from 20 to 57, 
and many are survivors of some fonn 
of oolll{'stic violence. They come from 
different backgrounds and from vari­
ous types of families . Several are 
single mothers looking to set examples 
for their own children a5 well as work­
ing to create opportunities for them­
selves. Most AmeriC,orps members are 
working toward college degrees or 
holding other part-time jobs, carrying 
the 1.700-hour service requirement in 
addition to these other demands. 

In operation sine<• Oct. I, 1994, the 
Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Vio­
lence has set very specific goals for 
AmeriCorps members. These 20 mem­
bers will provide 8,000 contacts with 
victims of domestic violence, assist 
more than 1,000 battered women to 
obtain protective orders, and provide 
a minimum of 2,080 hours of educa­
tional programs to thl'ir communities. 

Such rPs11lts do not begin to touch 
upon the effect of this work on th<> 
,\mPriCorps members themselves. 8(>.. 

r ausc of this program, 20 people will 
haw a chance to Cl"('att' thl'ir own op­
port uniti1•s through th<• skills thPy 
l1·am. t.hP mntacls tJwy make, and the 
,~lucatlonal stipend. The most impor­
tant n·sult of this program occurs 

when a battered woman has found her 
voice, speaks about her abuse, and is 
believed. 

One of the coalition's AmeriC,orps 
members said: .. Someone once said, 
when asked if she really thought she 
could save the world, 'No, but I hope to 
at least be able to tip the scale.' " This 
represents the ultimate goal of Am<>ri ­
Corps: to tip the scale by getting things 
done that can be seen and felt by oth­
ers. 

I strongly encourage every reader to 
find one such AmeriC,orps member and 
to ask them about their commitment to 
this year of service. I doubt their 
answers would fail to touch and in­
spire every reader in some way. 

In the few minutes that it took to 
read this, at least 20 more women have 
been beaten by their partrn!rs somt'­
where in this country . With thl' help of 
the AmeriCorps program. maybe one 
woman hac; been helped, and the s<'alt> 
has been tipped, at least by a small 
margin. 

SANDRA TIBBETTS MURPHY i.s Amm­
r✓,rps pmqm.m marcti11.alnr, lm11a Coali­
t icm A_qaiust Drm1estic Viol.nU'P, Luca~ 
Stale Office Building, I>es Moi1U!S. 
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■ The AmeriCorps 
project leaves its 
mark in The Dalles 

{;;.l'\lAT 
By TOM STEVENSON 
Managing EdiLOr 

There is much won: LO be done 
on the grounds or the new 
Columbia Gorge Community 
CoUege campus. 

Projecl.l are backed up. waiting 
for Lhe time . money and man­
power LO become available LO get 
Lhem done. 

One or those projecl.l - a new 
retaining wall that holds back a 
bar>J: along w main driveway -
has been done thanks to a 
cooperative 3fTeement between 
the college and the new 
AmeriCorps Pro,:ram. 

The AmenCorps Program was 
designcil an3 IITlp,cmentw by 
Pres1j:m Cuntun as an oppor­
twi it~· for !hose who want 10 go 
10 college - but for financial 
reasons cannOI afford 10. Under 
Lhe pro!,'am 's rules. participanLI 
sign up for a year. won: on a 
number or different projecLS for a 
minimal weekly salary . and at !he 
end or !he year get a S5 ,CXXl 
education voucher. 

For many !he commitment is 
one year . for others ii can be two. 

lt lakes quite a commitment 
b someone 10 step ouLSidc each 
day 10 won: in all kinds or condi­
tions. doing won: 10 benefit !he 
cm·ironmcnt. all for only S 156 a 
week. Toa-c is a carrot dang I ing 
al the end, however, and it is that. 
along with an opportunity 10 
learn many sk:ills, that has at­
tracted a wide BSSOMlent of 
people 10 the program. according 
IO Jerry Gabay. 

Gabay . is . ~e. dirtcLOr or lhe 
Mt. Atiems Center or the 
Nonhwest Service Ac~emy , 
which is a part o f the 
AmeriCOfllS program. He was on 
hand last -..eek to watch silt 
members or one of his lhrcc 
nine-people crews won: on lhe 
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AIIERJCORPS IN ACTION - Brent Force (left) and Carl Lampman - re two team members from the 
Ame riCorp1. Pr~ who - re working recenUy on a f'l8W ntt.aining wall at Columbia Gorge Com­
muni~ollege. Both work through the Northwest Service Academy's ML Adams Center. (Staff photo 

• by Tom Steven50n) 

new ,-p.ining wall at Columbia 
Gor.-'COOl5UlliY CoUegc. 

"It is a diverse group," said 
Ga bay . ·-we have three 
-grandmolhers in the program. 
and we have people right out of 
high school." 

Under the guidelines or the 
AmeriCorps program. all or the 
projern Iii.:= wen on ha,·e 
10 be environment.all) rclaled. 
The Learn lh:it was working 81 
CGCC had earlier been building 
a fence around a water project in 

Washing,on before bemg snov. c.:1 
OUL Near E.st.ocada. the y bwlt 
aboGI five miles or trail in Lhe ML 
Hood National ForcsL At lhc 
same time the crew was worl-mi: 
in 'The Dalles, another group "' as 

A See AmtriCorps, page 7 
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WELCOME 

THE WHOLE CREW-Crew members from the AmeriCorps Program who took_part in building a ~w 
retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Community College Include (from left) Christina Wellman , Jenntter 
Glowacki , Brent Force, Kim Pope , Carl Lampman, and John Duff, the Team Steward. (Staff photo by 
Tom Stevenson) 

Amer i CO r p s going 10 affect fulll!C gcnera-
cont!nutd frorri pare 1 A tions." 
enhancing habiw for waterfowl John Duff, a 26-year-old 
on Wells Island at Hood River. former resident of the east coast 

Yet another team recen tl y who came to the program via 
finished worlcing thru weeks dis- Seall)e, was the "ieam 51.Cward" 
mantling Hope ' s Place , a on duty at the college. He was 
women 's shelter in Whit.c Sal- quick LO note that the program 
mon that burned. The environ- was off to a good start. 
mental connection !here, Gabay "Things ~ going ..cl!," he 
nolCd, is that the new Hope's said. "There have been a lot of 
Place will be a solar building and things we had not anticipat.cd , but 
will have a swe-of-the-an rccy- that is part of it being the first 
cling program. year. What I'm enjoying seeing is 

The work is not easy. as Jen- the success people arc having. 
nifer Glowacki . a recent high They are sticking with the 
grad= from Timber not.cd . program, selling goals and rcach-

"The work is hard ," said ing them." 
Glowacki. "The firsl project we Because he is a member of the 
did was trail building and it toOk actual "management staff," Duff 
a lot out of you. But we got used will not get the S5 ,000 education 
to il. and we have a good time voucher at the end of the year. He 
working LOg er, so that helps." said he chose to become a pan of 

Glowacki joked that the i.eam the AmeriCorps ieam because he 
had recently to0k a week off for "want.cd to do something for the 
train ing, and then moved to environment, something out.doors 
Columbia Gorge Community and to work with people." 
College to begin the latest project "It's been a great experience 
and the ,ore muscles quickly ao far," said Duff, who has his 
rewned. But to her, it is cenainly Bachelor's Degree in English and 
wonh iL plans on furthering his education. 

.. The scholarship at the end "The dynamics of worlcing in a 
makes it all wonh while," she group like this arc really intercst-
said. "But I just graduated and ing." 
this is giving me a chance to Since the program began late 
figure oUI what I want to do." last summer, only four people 

Carl Lampman, a 23-ye.ir-old have dropped out, Gabay said. 
from White Salmon, had worked One was asked to leave, while 
oonstruction since he graduated the other thru chose to depart for 
from high school , but has want.cd personal reasons. 
to go LO college IO study en- The N~rthwest Se!v!ce 
gineering. It was his mother who Academ y 1s one of s1m1lar 
handed him the applicatioo for programs creat.cd as part of 
lhe AmeriCorps program. AmeriCorps. Some of dlose in-

"If you're looking to further volved live on sit.cal Trout Lale~. 
your education and ICJ?king for a and their room and board IS 

c.hallenge in your life, then I dcduct.cd from thetr Sl56 per 
would say 'yes , do this,'" week. Others live at home or in 
Lampman said. "It ' s also nice 10 other private residences. 
know that what we' re doing is Those from die ML Adams 

- ,..... r,. 

Center work throughou l the 
Mid-Colwnbia region. and Gabay 
said he is hearing from a nwnber 
of groups and agencies who arc 
int.crest.cd in ha ving groups do 
work. 

- we met (last week) with some 
people who want us to do some 
riparian wen on Fiftun Mile 
~," -Gabay said. "The BPA 
also wants us LO do riparian work 
on cl.her a-eclts. The Dufur His­
lClical Society has tal.ked to us. 
All of those arc in the conceptual 
stage. We would also really lilce 
to do some work on the 
Riverfront Trail in The Dalles. 

Th e pr oje c ts be in g ac­
compli she d b y th ose i n 
AmeriCorps are quite li.k el)· 
projects that would nOI get done 
otherwise - at least not as 
quickly. Gabay nolCd. 

"We arc going out and wonung 
in the communities ," said Gabey. 
"We hope people will see wha1 
can gel done ." 

Those who have wen: done by 
AmcriCorps 'IIICri:ers pay for it in 
various ways. In the case of the 
oollege, CGCC officials l1g!"CCd 
to give tuition grants for par­
ticipants of S200 per da y that the 
crew is worlcing on the campus. 

Gabay said that he is uncertain 
bow the grants will be used. but 
different options are being ex­
plored, n.n ging from a Clas S 
being taught to al l in the ML 
Adams Cent.er, to individuals get­
ting further trai ning. 

"It is a cooperative effon that 
works," Gabay said. 

The Nort hwest Se rvice 
Acadcm y is current! y recrui ting 
for new crew members LO begin 
womng in January. For addi tion­
al information about the program 
oontact Leigh Hancock at (509 
395-3467. ,...... 
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AmeriCOrps 
lends a hand 
:Ye~ traded for_ t~tion help 
s--.ls..11 Outside 

JAFFREY - By day they're fix- lnte ts 
ing trails, helping at the Commu- res 
nity Kitchen in Keene or working 
at other projectl around the re­
gion. 

A weekly column 
about the environment 

By nieht, 20 A.meriCorp■ crew 
membera live in tentl at the bue 
of Mount Monadnoclt in Jaffrey. 

They're quickly getting ac• Breakfaat ii ■e"ed in a ■mall 
quainted with the region. cabin at the park converted into a 

At an aTerage age of 22, they're dining hall, where a cook, who'• 
participating in Preaident not a corpa member malr.u break.­
Clinton'■ new national aervice ini• fut and dinner on camping 1tona. 
tiative - better known u A.meri- Aller breakfut and morning 
Corp• - 10 they can earn money chora. they aplit into c:rew1 or four 
for colle1e or pay back achool or fift people and work at nrio111 
loana. lit.ea until 1unuL 

Thi• group u among dozena of. . So f~, crew■ hue done enen­
other AmeriCorp1 crew■ nation- 11n trail work on the mountain 
'Wide rettinr~ -tbia r.11. .Alld .at.Rhodo~n, nzionted 

Now in itl third week, the nearby Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
Monadnock crew will spend 11 camp■, and worked at the Commu­
montha doing an array of conaer- nity Kitchen in Keene. EftDtually, 
vation and community aenice pro- c:rew■ will take on projectl with 
jecta in the region. A public recep- the Harris Center for Conaenation 
tion will be held for the crew and Education in Hancoclt and winter­
itl organizers Thunday morninl ize houaea through Southwutern 
at the park. (N.H.) Community Semce1, 

"I'm really enjoying thi1. It'• among many otbar tub. 
been pretty intere■ting,- aaid Matt Back at the park they wolf 
McLane, 22, ofSyracuae. N.Y. down a hearty dinner, do the 

Mc:Lane was among other Ame- diahea and more chorea and end 
riCorpa crew members building a the tm1nin,: maying or entertain-
trail bridge Monday at Rhododen- inf themaelTM. . 
dron State Park in Fitzwilliam. By 9 or 10 p.m., after a full day 

•Before thia, I hMd no idea how or work. they go to bed. 
_to build a fun6er bndge," Mc.Laiie Li'ring conditiona •aren't poah, 
ea1d u he prepared "to start a but we do fine,• Aid Brian Jeroae, 
chain aaw. a recent political acience graduate 

McLane like■ the program for who alao lin• near Syracu■e. 
it■ flexibility and becauae it'■ a -We've had aome great food. The1 
new way of life for him. He re- feed ua wen.• 
cently graduated from college with Some c:rewa are fmng cabin■ at 
a geography degree; AmeriCorpa Camp Wanoclt■ett in Jaffrey 
will help him pay off his student where they can sleep in relatin 
loan■. warmth ■tarting thi1 week. But 

"I wasn't looking to go out and aeveral AmeriCorpa memben,acoff 
get a profeuional job right away: at the notion of 1leepin1 in a 
McLane aaid"l,"I wu vacillating heated cabin and are determined 
whether to go back to school for to He how long they can 1tay in 
teaching. But I alao wanted to do tenta -.. the weather ptl cold. 
aome community service.• There are no ■bowen at 

McLane aaid the AmeriCorp■ Monadnoclr. State Park. So they've 
program will give him a ta■te of arranged to take 1hower1 at the 
all aorta of careen to try out, like Keene Family YMCA two or three 
poaaibly park managemenL times a week. In return, Monad• 
vr·kd •' ... . nock'1 AmeriCorp■ will help the 
.,,0 ~ .. ~V . . . YMCA develop_an environmental 

Twelve men and eight women education program. • • 
are in the Monadnock corp■; all 
but five are from New Hamp■hire. Conservation work 
Project Director David Grimmer Moat of Monadnock'a Ameri­
and five crew leaden coordinate Corps members have an 1111.1:rnL 111 
the work and also live and work natural reaourcea or the environ-
with the corps. ment. All love the outdoora. 

The day start• about 6 a.m. A;Iyaon Lesniak of Manchester, 
· when crew membera are awakened for m1tance, graduated in May 
in tents clustered at the state from the University of New Hamp• 
park . Some stay in a big canvu shire with a degree in wildlife 
lent with a wood sLove while oth• management. 
ers sta,· m nvlon tents. "It's nice to have something like 

thu for a year,~ Lesniak said dur­
ing a break from chipping bark 
from a maaain log that will be 
part of the bridge at Rhododen­
dron State Park. 

The bridge project is part of the 
crew's effort to make a loop trail at 
Rhododendron State Park accesai• 
ble to people in wheelchaira. 

Like all of Monadnock'1 Ameri• 
Corp• members, Le1nialr. will de­
velop an individual service plan, in 
which ■he will concentrate on a 
community ■enice project of her 
own. Leanialr.'1 not aure yet what it 
will be - maybe 1omething to do 
with environmental education. 

AmeriCorpa members will con• 
centrate on their own plans thia 
winter, when it geta too cold to 
work outlide. 

The Monadnock program wa■ 
; put' to;ether by"the Charleatowl\• 
• baaed Student Conaerntion Aaao­

ciation and it■ atatewide arm, the 
; NJL; ConterT&tion Corp■. Approv­

ing the non-profit groups' proposal 
wu the government office that ad­
miniatera AmeriCorpa, the Corpo­
ration for National Service. 

for an 11 month commitment. 
AmeriCorpa member■ get nominal 
lmng UpenNI and $4,725 toward 
their college tuition or loana. The 
Monadnoc:lt program ia now full 
with ita 20 membera. 

Officials at Monadnoclt State 

Park aay they're thrilled to haff a 
dedicated corp■ or people taking on 
all aorta of projecta. 

"We ban a lone liat of thing■ 
they can do at the parlt■ around 
here," aaiJ Ben P. Haubrich, 1u• 
pemaor of the 1tate parka in 
aouthweatern New Hampahire. 

Alide from fi."ting trail■, Ameri­
Corps memben will be trained in 

. first aid and aearch and reacue, 
aaid Grimmer, the corp■' project 
director. He'd like to aee the Amer• 
iCorp■ crew be able to help aet up 
relief elTorta in the event of a natu­
ral diauter, 1uch u a flood. 

Community work 
Melinda Cambiar, director of 

Keene'• Community Kitchen, i ■ 
also pleaaed with AmeriCorpa. 

"lt'a really nice having a group 
of volunteer■ coming in on a regu­
lar ba■ i1 who brin1•0 much en• 
thuaium to their work,• Cambiar 
Aid. ■They juat jump right into ev­
erythin1.• 

The work isn't glamorous, and 
it'■ not outside - as moat corps 
members prefer. 

On Monday anemoon, four of 
Monadnock'a AmeriCorpa mem• 
bera were in the Community 
Kitchen'• food pantry in Keene. 
While twn packed boxes of food for 
families needing Thanksgiving 
dinners, two others scooped peanut 

butter from 6-pound government 
containers into smaller carLons for 
the food boxes. 
kinton as ahe scooped peanut but• 
ter. "'Everyone should do some• 
thinl? like this sometime in their 

··' 

Truesdale, who graduated thi 
year from high school, aaid th 
work leta her reflect on things tha 
many people take for granted -
like having enough food for th 
family. . .. . -~- .•.• . 

Helping Truesdale was Iva · 
Small of New Jersey, who's appl) 
ing hia ArneriCorps money towar 
gradu&te school. 

"'Thi.I is great because we're de 
ing con■ervation and communit 
service; Small said. 

Most of the 500 or so Thanki 
giving food boxes already packe 
at the Community Kitchen wer 

'"This is an incredible, fant.aati 
opportunity," said AmeriCorp 
member Katie Truesdale of Hof 
prepared by the ArneriCorpa men 
bers. 

Cambiar said their work baa Ii 
other volunteera and ■taff prepai 
the kitchen'• weekly volume , 
food bo:i:ea in1tead.o.tthe.holid1 
boxea. AmeriCorpa members wi 
probably ·worlrarthe Communit 
Kitchen until Chriatmu, ■he aaici 

■ 
On Thunday, the N.H. Divilic 

of"ParlU and Recreation and U 
N.H. Conaenation Corpe ha.ta 
celebration to k.idt ofl' Monadnock 
AmeriCorp■ program. At the pu 
lie reception will be AmeriCori 
members and Heather Merril 
wife of Gov. Stephen E. Merri) 
The event atarta at 10 a.m. , 
Monadnoclr. State Park. 



, Stunning view rewards hikers 
who venture to Cutler Coast 
By TUX TURKEL 
Stajf WtiLer 

I r: '.lei lAT 
CUTf;ER - Visitors to the state's 

new Cutler Coast reserve may 
wonder why they came so far to 
tramp through the dense, swampy 
woods south of Holmes Cove. 

In about a mile, however, the 
spruce-fir thicket falls away like a 
curtain. The hiker is left standing 100 
feet above the ocean's edge, atop 
bedrock cliffs that unfold into the 
horizon. 

On a clear autumn day, this is one 
of the most spectacular views in 
Maine. It's also a vista that few 
Mainers have seen from land, with­
out enduring a rugged bushwhack 

Now the state's Bureau of Public 
Lands is creating access to the 
2,174-acre parcel. Work crews are 
building a well-crafted trail system 
that will feature a handful of ~ mote 
campsites. Planners say it will be 
Maine's longest coastal footpath. 

"It's a spectacular piece," says 
Stephen Spencer, the bureau's 
recreation planner, as he scrambles 
onto the headlands and gazes across 
the sun-dazzled water. "I've been 
working on it for two years and every 
time I come down here I get that 
rush." 

Spencer expects the first phase of 
the trail to be finished before snow 
flies. A recent hike through the 
reserve shows how planners are 
trying to give visitors a prime back­
country experience while protecting 
one of Ma ine' s most stunning 
natural landscapes. 

The Cutler Coast is part of a 
unique section of Maine shoreline. 
Isolated and stark, it is defined by 
towering headlands punctuated by 
cobble coves. Away from the water, 
grassland barrens give the land a 
rolling, carpet-like quality. 

The reserve is the centerpiece of 
conservation purchases made dur­
ing the 1980s along the so-called bold 
coast, a roch-y stretch from Cutler to 
the Canadian border that has been 
threatened by vacation h_ome devel­
opment. The reserve includes 4.5 
miles of coastline north of the fishing 
village. 

Cutler's boggy soil and fragile 
grasslands presented a challenge for 
trail builders. 

In late September, teams from the 
College Conservation Corps of 
Maine at Unity College and the 
National Civilian Community Corps 
in Maryland were spanrung an alder 
swamp . Chainsaws whined as 
workers turned hackmatack logs 
into Jong sections of bog bridging. On_ 

. steep grades, the crews had assem­
bled sturdy ro~ s_taircases to check 
erosion. With limited money avail­
able for maintenance, the trails are 
being built to last. 

Staff phou, by John Patriquin 

Conservation crews were hard at work last month turning logs into a 
bridge to span swamp land, part of the hilting trail system they are 
building in the Cutler Coast reserve. A job supervisor, Tom Bradbury 
of Mars Hill, watches Eva Hawes of Stoneham as she fashions cedar 
planks with a chain saw. 

To showcase the work, Spencer 
Jed an early-morning trek along the 
half-done trail's initial four-mile 
loop. 

Sunlight filters through voids in 
the spruce-fir canopy. Mooseprints 
are evident in the soft mud. As the 
trail emerges onto the headlands, 
hikers can enjoy a panorama of open 
ocean, with Black Point to the south 
and the distant cliffs of Grand Manan 
Island shimmering in the northeast. 

The trail then follows the coast 
south, breaking out at times from the 
forest and traversing the tundra-like 
headlands. At Black Point Cove the 
trail descends to a stony beach 
before heading inland across grass­
land, forest and bog to the trailhead 

on Route 191. 
At one point near the trailhead. 

the proposed route crosses a brooJ. 
and presents a sightline to a far­
away home and gravel pit on thE: 
highway. Spencer considers thE: 
view. Then he decides to reroute the 
trail behind a cluster of trees, ir: 
keeping with the journey's wild feel. 

Construction of the trail's westerr 
loop will wait until next year. It wil: 
lead to primitive campsites, discre­
tely set back from the headlands. A 
three-mile walk through difficult ter­
rain and a ban on open fires are 

• designed to discourage beer-toting 
camping parties, Spencer says. 

"The campsites are an experi­
ment," he says. "I don't know any 
place like this on the coast wheff 
you can backpack in and set up c. 
tent. I don't know how popular it wil' 
be, but I suspect it ·.1-iil :;e ·1e ! : 

popular: · 
In time, Spencer expects th , 

Cutler Coast to draw day-hiker:c 
from nearby Cobscook Bay StatE 
Park, Canadian tourists and easterr 
Maine residents. But planners hope 
the lack of land-based improvements 
and the often-dangerous conditions 
for small boats will help limit use. 

Inaccessible for so long, the Cutler 
Coast is about to be discovered It's a 
tall order for a trail: Reveal the 
magic without diluting the power of 
this wild place. 



1995 Priorities 

EDUCATION 

• School Success -- Broaden or coordinate the range of services 
available through schools such as tutoring, after-school enrichment 
programs, service-learning, health and child care services and efforts 
to involve parents in their children's education as part of a 
comprehensive strategy to improve school achievement and 
retention. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

• Community Policing -- Support community policing efforts through 
building partnerships with neighborhood residents, identifying 
community problems, and working with police officers and others 
preserving public safety. This broadens the possibilities for service 
activities and includes a way to connect with other obvious 
constituencies. 

• Victim Assistance -- Work with programs in public agencies or 
community-based organizations to provide a wide range of support 
services to victims of crime and to help link victims to other 
providers of information and services within the justice system and 
community. 

HUMAN NEEDS 

• Early Childhood Development -- Improve the health and school 
readiness of young children through child care, Head Start, and other 
pre-school programs; programs to improve parenting skills, and 
community-based efforts to provide comprehensive services to 
families with young children (including pregnant women). 

ENVIRONMENT 

• Neighborhood/Community Environment -- Initiate innovative 
programs in low-income areas that promote sustainable communities 
by reducing environmental risks and conserving natural resources. 

CORPORATION 

FOR NATIONAL 

t,sERVICE 

1201 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20525 
Telephone 202-606-5000 

~!ting Thlngs Done. 
AmeriCorps, National Service 
Learn and Serve America 
National Senior Service Corps 
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Corporation for National Service 

1995 Grant Application Deadlines 

Learn and Serve, K-12: 

Renewals 
New Applications 

Learn and Serve, Higher Education: 

Renewals 
New Applications 

AmeriCorps State (new and renewals) 

AmeriCorps Direct: 

Renewals and Expansion 
New Applications 

February 23, 1995 
March 21, 1995 

February 28, 1995 
April 12, 1995 

May 16, 1995 

May 1, 1995 
May 9, 1995 

CORPORATION 

FOR NATIONAL 

rJ sERVICE 

1100 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20525 
Telephone 202-606-5000 
Fax 202-606-4928 

Getting Things Done. 
AmeriCorps, National Service 
Learn and Serve America 
National Senior Service Corps 



HOPE VI URBAN REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 

Self-Help in Public Housing 

CORP O RATION 

FOR NATIONAL 

Authorized under the 1990 National Affordable Housing Act, HOPE VI Cs ER v I c E 

is a major urban revitalization demonstration program targeted to 
severely d istressed public housing properties throughout the United 
States. The goals of HOPE VI are to eliminate dilapidated and dangerous 
structures, to create safe and decent public housing, to provide residents 
with the opportunity to learn and acquire skills needed to achieve self 
sufficiency, and to instill in residents the belief that with economic self 
sufficiency comes a responsibility to help rebuild one's community. 
Housing authorities are encouraged to use revitalization to create more 
linkages and interaction between public housing residents and the 
surrounding residential and business communities. 

To achieve these goals, public housing authorities developed plans 
which included major construction/redevelopment components, a 
supportive services plan to help residents achieve self sufficiency, and a 
community service plan to encourage residents of all ages to use their 
talents and skills toward the improvement of quality of life in their 
communities. Thirty-two public hqusing authorities have been selected 
on a competitive basis to receive up to $50 million each to implement 
their community revitalization plans. 

In order to ensure resident involvement, self sufficiency, and 
commitment to community service, up to twenty percent of HOPE VI 
funds are authorized for a 'supportive services plan and a community 
service plan while eighty percent is earmarked for the physical 
revitalization of the target developments. Because the participation of 
residents is critical to the success and sustainability of the revitalized 
communities, the legislation mandates active resident involvement in 
the creation and implementation of all three components of the HOPE 
VI plans. 

The Corporation for National Service, in partnership with the 
Dep art en t of Housing and Urban Development, assists housing 
authorities and residents to create viable community service plans, 
provides technical assistance during the implementation of these plans, 
and monitors the success of community service programs. Each HOPE 
VI implementation grantee must achieve Corporation approval of its 
community service implementation plan. 

1201 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20525 
Telephone 202-606,5000 

Getting Things Done. 
AmeriCorps. Na1ional Service 
Learn and Serve America 
National Senior Serv ice Corps 



Corporation staff have made site visits to provide hands-on assistance to HOPE VI 
grantees developing their community service implementation plans. Some 
housing authorities have a variety of partners involved with their community 
service and supportive services plans and substantial resident participation. Others 
need to create a new, viable plan with strong resident and community participation. 
Corporation staff have encouraged housing authorities to integrate their 
community service and supportive services p lans to better enable residents to build 
their communities and, through community service experiences, to gain skills and 
access to concrete career and educational opportunities. 

Technical assistance is provided to public housing tenant leadership and housing 
authorities by Corporation headquarters staff, State Directors, consultants, and 
national non-profit resource providers. Written and video resource materials are 
under development and the first of the Corporation's bi-annual HOPE VI technical 
assistance and training conferences is being planned for June 1995. 

The complete list of HOPE VI grantees includes the housing authorities of: 
Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Camden, Charlotte, Chicago, Cleveland, Columbus, 
Dallas, Denver, Detro it, El Paso, Houston, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Lo.s Angeles~ 
Memphis, Milwaukee, New Haven, New Orleans, New York, Newark, Oakland, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Puerto Rico, San Antonio, San Francisco, Seattle, 
Springfield, St. Louis, and Washington, DC. 

HOPE VI is an opportunity for national and local non-profits, government agencies 
at ,the federal, state, and local level, private enterprises, and others to support 
community self-sufficiency for residents of public housing. For more information 
about individual HOPE VI programs, p lease contact the appropriate housing 
authority and/ or your Corporation State Program Director. Information is also 
available from Corporation Urban Revitalization Program Directors Barbara 
Nabors-Glass and Tim Silard at (202) 606-5000. 



Hope VI on the Move 
Investing In Public Housing 

Across the Nation 
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HOPE VI Urban Revitaliza tion Demtmstration Program 
Implementation Grants Selected to Participate • FY 1993, FY 1994, and FY 1995 

City Housing Development Number Amount Housing 
of Units Requested Authority Contact 

CALIFORNIA Oakland Lockwood Gardens 372 $25,510,020 Harold Davis 
Coliseum Gardens 178 510-874-1520 
Lower Fruitvale 66 

Los Angeles Pico Gardens 352 $50,000,000 Don Smith 
Aliso South 78 213-252-2500 
Aliso North 147 

San Francisco Bernal Dwellings 208 $49,992,377 Felipe Floresca 
Yerba Buena Plaza East 455 415-554-1296 

COLORADO Denver Quigg Newton Homes 375 $20,189,288 Sal Carpio 
303-534-0821 

CONNECTICUT New Haven Elm Haven 380 $45,331,593 Bryan Anderson 
203-773-2800 

D.C. Washington, DC Ellen Wilson Dwellings 134 $15,671,911 Jasper Burnett 
202-535-1500 

GEORGIA Atlanta Techwood / Clarke Howell 492 $42,412,635 Rod Solomon 
404-892-2014 

ILLINOIS Chicago Cabrini Green 500 $50,000,000 Vince Lane 
312-791-8401 

Springfield John Hay Homes 596 $19,775,000 Kenneth Crutcher 
Charles Grandon Apt's 76 217-753-5757 
Tohnson Park 56 



INDIANA Indianapolis Concord Village 200 $29,999,010 John Nelson 
317-634-2361 

LOUISIANA New Orleans Desire 500 $44,255,908 NA 
504-582-7776 

MARYLAND Baltimore Lafayette Courts 807 $49,663,600 Daniel Henson 
410-396-3232 

MASSACHUSETTS Boston Mission Main 486 $49,992,350 David Cortiella 
617-451-1250 

MICHIGAN Detroit Jeffries Homes 505 $39,807,342 Betty Turner 
Parkside Homes NA $47,620,227 313-224-6251 

MISSOURI Kansas City Guinotte Manor 418 $47,579,800 Phil Olson 
816-842-2440 

St. Louis Darst-Web be 1,000 $46,771,000 Victor De LaCruz 
314-531-4770 

NEW JERSEY Camden McGuire Gardens 367 $42,177,229 Ben Quattlebaum 
609-968-6100 

Newark Walsh Homes 495 $49,996,000 Harold Lucas 
201-430-2430 

NEW YORK New York Beach 41st Street 712 $47,700,952 Ruben Franco 
212-306-3440 

NORTH Charlotte Earle Village 409 $34,685,155 Harrison Shannon 
CAROLINA 704-336-9995 



OIDO Cleveland Outhwaite Homes 364 $50,000,000 Claire Freeman 
King Kennedy 126 216-348-5000 

Columbus Windsor Terrace 442 $41,053,408 Dennis Guest 
614-421-4401 

PENNSYLVANIA Philadelphia Richard Allen Homes 376 $50,000,000 John White 
215-684-4000 

Pittsburgh Allequippae Terrace 483 $31,564,190 David Washington 
412-456-5000 

PUERTO RICO Puerto Rico Crisantimos 224 $50,000,000 Miguel Rodriguez 
M.A. Perez 268 809-759-9407 

TENNESSEE Memphis Le Moyne Gardens 842 $47,281,182 Jerome Ryans 
901-544-1102 

TEXAS Dallas Lakewest 500 $26,600,000 Alphonso Jackson 
214-951-8301 

El Paso Kennedy Brothers Apt's 364 $35,224,644 Roberto Alvarado 
915-542-0758 

Houston Allen Parkway Village 1,000 $36,302,761 Joy Fitzgerald 
713-260-0800 

San Antonio Springview Apt's 421 $48,810,294 Apolonio Flores 
210-220-3210 

Mirasol Homes 500 $48,285,500 

WASHINGTON Seattle Holly Park Apt's 893 $47,116,503 David Gilmore 
206-443-4400 



WISCONSIN Milwaukee Hillside Terrace 540 $40,003,646 Ricardo Diaz 
414-286-5678 



To: 

From: 

Re: 

Da: 

Board of Directors 

Eli J. Segal 

National Day of Service - April 25, 1995 

January 30, 1995 

In response to several inquiries about the Corporation 's plans for 
National Volunteer Week, I would like to share our preliminary ideas 
with you. Our plan is to hold an intergenerational National Day of 
Service on Tuesday, April 25th. • 

We have entered into an exciting partnership with Youth Service 
America, as well as with the Points of Light Foundation to promote and 
expand volunteerism and service opportunities, and we have designated 
Tuesday, April 25th as a National Day of Service. 

The 20,000 AmeriCorps Members and ndreds of thousands of 
National Senior Service Corps and Lear & Serve America participants 
oUer an unprecedented infrastructure t~ attract current and ne\~l 
volunteers to service sites on that day. Based on state determinations, we 
will be encouraging states to attract volunteers to current AmeriCorps, 
Learn & Serve or National Senior Service Corps sites as their 
participation for that day. 

As a member of our Board, we welcome your response to this service day 
initiative and will be in contact with you soon to determine your interest 
in participating and your preliminary ideas regarding what activities you 
might undertake on a National Day of Service. Corporation State Offices 
and State Commissions have been encouraged to collaborate with each 
other and with our service partners to ensure successful planning for 
April 25. Different programs would come together to do the 
extraordinary work they do each day, but on this day, the entire 
community could hopefully be involved. 

If you have any immediate questions or concerns, please feel free to get 
in touch with our staff at (202) 606-5000. Janet V. Green can be reached at 
x167 and will be your primary contact at the Corporation for this event. 
Diana Aldridge, will be coordinating public relations for the event and 
can be reached at x182. 

I am very enthusiastic about working with you on this exciting service 
initiative and know that through our cooperative efforts this day will be 
a great success! 

CORPORATION 

FOR NATIONAL 

r_J SERV IC E 

1201 New York Avenue, NW 
Washinglon. DC 20525 
Telephone 202-606-5000 

Getting Things Done. 
AmeriCorps, Nalional Service 
Learn and Serve America 
Na1ional Senior Service Corps 



Summer of Safety Accomplishments 
50 Reasons Why the Corporation for National Service Can Be Proud 

of Its First Corporation-Wide, National Program 

The following list reports part of what the 1994 Summer of Safety Program got 
done in American communities. These outcomes resulted from the combined effort 
of more than 7,000 national service participants in thirty-five states and the 
District of Columbia. The data come from end-of-summer reports from the local 
programs' directors, fallowing strict procedures laid down by the Corporation. 
Many items on this list have been confirmed by CNS program officers and 
researchers. While some items have not been verified, our experience from the 
summer programs in 1993 and reports this year tell us that, if anything, local 
programs under estimate what they achieve. 

Community Policing 

1. Freed up 26,413 hours of police officers time. 
2. Opened 11 new police mini-stations, expanded or revitalized 23 . 
3. Began 47 citizen patrols; expanded or revitalized 63 . 
4. Identified 1,"854 code VIolafions. 

Neighborhood Watch or Block Watch 

5. Opened 976 new watch programs. 
6. Revitalized 265 watch programs. 
7. Started 863 neighborhood watch, telephone networks. 

Improvement of Household Security 

8. Performed 13,513 household security surveys or audits. 
9. Installed 1,001 new window and door locks. 
10. Identified 866 unsafe areas for local police. 

Crime Awareness and Crime Avoidance 

11 . Provided 6,322 persons with escort services. 
12. Trained 4,626 persons to recognize and avoid scams and confidence games. 
13 . Fingerprinted 4,968 persons. 
14. Trained 1,360 persons in tourist safety. 
15. Organized 1,313 neighborhood watch, telephone networks. 

Safe Places, Safe Houses and Safe Havens 

16. Created 99 safe houses. 
17. Established 40 safe play streets. 
18. Renovated or expanded 156 safe corridors or havens. 
19. Trained 1,549 adults and 1,336 youth on the creation and use of safe places. 

C ORP O RAT IO J\ 

FO R NAT I ONA i 

l'JSERVIC E 

120 1 New York Avenue, N' 
Washington, DC 20525 
Telephone 202-606-5000 

Getting Things Done. 
AmeriCorps, National Sen 
Learn and Serve America 
National Senior Service Cc 



Conflict Resolution 

20. Trained 11,785 persons in conflict resolution 
21 . Began 49 peer mediation programs. 
22. Counseled 871 gang members. 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse 

23. Provided sexual abuse counseling to 63 8 persons. 
24. Counseled 1,472 persons in how to respond to and deal with spouse abuse. 
25. Counseled 674 survivors of domestic violence or rape. 

Drug and Substance Abuse Prevention 

26. Enrolled 1,765 persons in prevention programs. 
27. Reported 139 drug hot spots to police. 
28. Started 11 new prevention programs. 
29. Provided prevention information to 13,999 young people. 

Victim Assistance and Witness Assistance 

30. Established 16 victims assistance programs. 
31. Monitored 1,897 court cases. 
32. Provided legal assistance to 422 persons. 
3 3. Provided crisis ctssistanee to 5, 83 1 persons. 

Alternative Youtlt Activities 

34. Provided recreational activities to 50,225 children. 
3 5. Provided educational opportunities for 31,293 youth. 
36. Provided mentors to 7,295 children. 

Building and Neigltborltood Cleanup 

3 7. Tagged 13 8 abandoned cars for removal. 
38. Bagged and removed 18,632 bags of trash from neglected public areas. 
3 9. Boarded up 711 abandoned buildings. 
40. Started 86 community gardens. 
41. Removed graffiti from 1,467 walls and fences . 
42. Repaired 300 residences. 

Environmental Restoration 

43 . Planted 74,329 trees. 
44. Tested 50 sites for radon, 29 sites for lead, and six for water quality. 
45 . Built or renovated 44 miles of trails. 

Park and Playground Restoration 

46. Constructed 15 playgrounds. 
47. Renovated 45 playgrounds. 
48. Maintained 65 playgrounds. 
49. Repaired or painted 242 pieces of playground equipment. 
50. Bagged and removed 2,016 trash bags· or barrels of debris from neglected park 

and playground areas. 



An Overview of AmeriCorps Training and Technical Assistance 

With a large percentage of Corporation grantees in a start-up phase, 
training and technical assistance (T /TA) are essential to building quality 
programs. Overall, the Corporation has taken a market-based approach to 
technical assistance, supporting a range of providers and encouraging 
grantees to request assistance as needs arise. 

ArneriCorps Training and Technical Assistance is provided at three 
levels: 

• Within each program: 
Each program includes some T /TA in its proposal and in its budget. 
These can include funds for workshops and training, purchase of 
materials, the services of individual consultants, and the training of 
trainers among their own staff. 

• From the State Commissions: 
In accordance with the Corporation's entrepreneurial philosophy 
encour aging lc}cal people and programs to develop solutions to their 
unique challenges, $4,000,000 in T /TA funds have been awarded 
directly to state commissions to build their capacity to address 
technical assistance needs they have identified among their local 
programs. Activities funded by the state commissions include 
workshops and trainings, materials, consultants, training of trainers 
among program directors and Commission staff. 

• From the Corporation for National Service: 
The Corporation provides T /TA in many different areas. Because we 
have many programs to support, the providers funded directly by the 
Corporation will be encouraged to offer T /TA reaching more than one 
grantee at a time. Services will emphasize trainings, workshops and 
conferences, materials in a variety of formats, telephone consultation 
and referral, and limited on-site consultation. 

During this first year of AmeriCorps, our aim is to strengthen existing 
programs and develop successful models. While our overall strategy 
emphasizes the T /TA requirements of operating grants, we are also 
mindful of the special needs of planning grantees. 

Services from Corporation-funded T /TA providers include: 

• Assistance in organizational development and other managerial 
concerns: grievance procedures, fisca l management, evaluation, 
program management, and fundraising. 



• Information about best practices, program models, training curricula, and lists of 
possible providers are available through the National Service Resource Center. 
Programs access the Center by mail, phone, or through electronic means. 

• T /TA will strengthen essential program elements, including working with 
communities, designing service projects, training and supporting front line 
supervisors, training and supporting participants, and providing conflict 
resolution and mediation. 

• Through curricula, meetings, and materials, T /TA providers will build 
AmeriCorps Members as active citizens. 

• Programs will develop strength through diversity with the help of trainings and 
materials. 

• National Priority Skills Development Centers will be established to provide 
grantees with assistance in meeting short-term, immediate training and 
technical assistance needs in areas designated as "national priorities" by the 
Corporation. 

• The Corporation will provide T /TA to the State Commissions. 

• On-site technical assistance will also be provided by a team of Master Program 
Advisors. The work of these consultants will be to build toward self-sufficiency, 
capacity, draw on local resources, and develop staff capacity. Consultants will 
work with staff on shared tasks, with the role of the consultant diminishing as 
time passes. 

As of February 8, 1995, the Corporation for National Service has selected the 
following national Training and Technical Assistance (T /TA) providers to 
strengthen AmeriCorps programs. 

ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT/PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 

United Way Of America (UWA), in partnership with four local United Way 
organizations and The Volunteerism Project (a United Way-funded organization), 
will provide T /TA in organizational development, p rogram management, 
grievance procedures, fiscal management, and evaluation and continuous 
improvement for organizational practices. UWA will offer a variety of workshops 
in each cluster for AmeriCorps program directors and staff, with follow-up T /TA 
site visits and phone consultations. The collaborative will also provide a variety of 
written materials in its areas of concern, adapted from existing United Way 
resources. Workshops begin in Spring 1995. Services will be available on a first­
•come, first-served basis. 



United Way of America contacts: 
Karen Heller Key, UW A/ AmeriCorps Project Director 
Michelle Russell, UWA/ AmeriCorps Project Manager 
United Way of America 
701 North Fairfax Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2045 
Phone: (703)836-7112, extension 481 
Fax: (703) 549-9152 

United Way Cluster Contacts: 

Atlantic: 
Ms. Susan Hornbeck 
Volunteer Development Director 
United Way, Inc. 
233 Oxford Street 
Portland, ME 04101-3010 
Ph: 207-87 4-1000 
Fax: 207-874-1007 

North Central: 
Ms. Margarette Delgado 
VP of Agency Services 
Ms. Phyllis Bracey 
Director of Training and Consulting 
United Way of Chicago 
221 N. La Salle, Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60601-1302 
Ph: 312-580-2819 /2810 
Fax: 312-580-2860 

Pacific: 

South: 
Mr. Michael McGrady 
AmeriCorps Project Director 
United Way Services 
224 E. Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219-1736 
Ph: 804-771-5866 / 5871 
Fax:804-225-7344 

Southwest: 
Ms. Judy Milton 
Project Coordinator 
United Way of Greater St. Louis 
1111 Olive Street 
St. Louis, MO 63101-1908 
Ph: 314-539-4061 
Fax: 314-539-4154 

Ms. Nora Silver, Director, The Volunteerism Project 
50 California Street, Suite 200 
San Francisco, CA 94111-4696 
Ph: 415-772-7393 
Fax: 415-391-8392 

Please direct all Pacific Cluster questions and correspondence to: 
Ms. Jackie Jordan-Davis 
AmeriCorps T /TA Program Director, The Volunteerism Project 
322 Grenadine Way 
Hercules, CA 94547-2047 
Ph: (510)245-0450 
Fax: (510) 245-0453 



FUND RAISING 

The Fundraising School at the Indiana University Center on Philanthropy will 
provide eight fundraising workshops, each one week long, each accommodating up 
to fifty program representatives. Trainings will be held in New York, The District of 
Columbia, Atlanta, Indianapolis, Minneapolis, Dallas, Seattle and San Francisco. 

These workshops will provide grantees with comprehensive skills and a strong 
foundation for a long-term fundraising program for their organizations. 

Workshops will be held as follows: 

Dallas 
Seattle 
Indianapolis 
San Francisco 
White Plains, NY 
Washington, DC 
Atlanta. 
Minneapolis 

Contacts: 

February 20 - 24 
February 27 - March 3 
March 6-10 
March 6-10 
March 13-17 
April 3- 7 
June S - 9 
June 26 - 30 

Mr. Eugene R. Tempel, Executive Director, Fundraising School 
Mr. Tim Seiler, Director, Fundraising School 
Ms. Jennifer Staashelm 
Indiana University Center on Philanthropy 
550 West North Street, Suite 301 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 
Ph: 317-27 4-7063 / 800-962-6692 
Fax: 317-684-8900 

NATIONAL PRIORITY SKILLS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS 

Independent Living 

The Visiting Nurses' Association of America will establish the Independent Living 
National Priorjty Skills Center to provide T /TA to programs focusing on 
independent living assistance and home-based health care. 



Contact: 
Ms. Jean Carroccio, Program Specialist 
Visiting Nurses' Associations of America 
3801 East Florida A venue, Suite 900 
Denver, CO 80210 
Ph: 303-753-0218 
Fax:303-753-0258 

Preventive Health Care 

The American Medical Students' Association will establish the Preventive Health 
Care National Priority Skills Center to provide support for preventive health care 
programs. 

Contacts: 
Ms. Joan Hedgecock, Associate Director 
Ms. Erin Fuller, Project Director 
American Medical Students Association 
1902 Association Drive 
Reston, VA 22091 
Ph: 703-620-6600 
Fax:703-620-5783 
E-Mail: AMSAFDN@AOL.COM 

School Success 

At the site level, the Southern Regional Council will assist "school success" 
programs through e-mail, phone consultations, conferences, resource kits, 
publications and on-site assistance; 

Contact: 
Ms. Marcia Klenbort, Director of Education Programs 
Southern Regional Council 
134 Peachtree Street, NW., Suite 1900 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Ph: 404-522-8764 
Fax: 404-522-8791 

Housing 

In collaboration with the Cooperative Extension Services of the University of 
Cincinnati, Cornell University, University of Minnesota, and the University of 
Nevada at Las Vegas, The Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing will provide a 
network of housing experts for consultation through e-mail, telephone or in limited 



numbers of on-site visits. They will also provide database on effective services of 
local county extension agents. 

Contacts: 
Dr. Robert C. Stroh, Director 
Dr. Marc Smith, Associate Director 
The Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing 
Fine Arts Building, C - 103 
University of Florida, FL 32611-2032 
Ph: 904-392-7697 
Fax: 904-392-4364 

Public Safety 

The National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) will support and enhance 
AmeriCorps programs in public safety by providing a wide range of training and 
other technical support services to grantees working in this sector. 

Contact: 

Ms. Maria T. Nagorski, Deputy Director 
National Crime Prevention Council 
1700 K Street, NW., 2nd Floor 
Washington, DC 20006-3817 
Ph: 202-466-6272 
Fax: 202-296-1356 

NATIONAL SERVICE RESOURCE CENTER 

ETR Associates will develop a responsive, comprehensive resource center that 
compiles, stores, retrieves and disseminates T /TA resources for grantees, State 
Commissions and the Corporation for National Service. Through toll-free 
"assistance" lines, on-line database searches, and a comprehensive electronic 
communications system, timely information on technical and process resources will 
be provided. 

Contact: 

Ms. Jennice M. Singer, MPH 
Director of Clearinghouse Services 
ETR Associates 
P.O. Box 1830 
Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
Ph: 408-438-4060 
Fax: 408-438-3618 



TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO CREW-BASED PROGRAMS 

The National Association of Service and Conservation Corps (NASCC) will provide 
T /TA to new AmeriCorps corps through a comprehensive program through 
intensive assistance, regional training sessions, peer interaction, telephone support, 
and written materials, including tested forms, documents, and other materials used 
in operations and planning. 

Contract under negotiation. 

Contact: 
Mr. Emilio Williams 
NASCC 
666 Eleventh Street, NW 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20001 
Ph: (202)737-6272 
Fx: (202)737-6277 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR FRONT-LINE SUPERVISORS 

The National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) will provide training for front-line 
supervisors in four parts: a training of trainers workshop, regional training 
institutes for supervisors and team leaders, ongoing T /TA to sites, and a resource 
guide on effective supervision strategies for AmeriCorps grantees. 

Contract under negotiation. 

Contact: 

Ms. Maria T. Nagorski, Deputy Director 
National Crime Prevention Council 
1700 K Street, NW., 2nd Floor 
Washington, DC 20006-3817 
Ph: 202-466-6272 
Fax:202-296-1356 

THE BASICS OF NATIONAL SERVICE 

The Catholic Network of Volunteer Service--including 163 full-time service 
programs throughout every state in the nation, among them the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps, the Lutheran Volunteer Corps, the Mennonite Voluntary Service, the 
Catholic Charities Volunteer Corps and the Inner City Teaching Corps--will develop 



resource materials and coordinate, arrange, and provide TA in many basic areas, 
including project design, participant support, and community partnerships. 

Contract pending final budget approval. 

Contact: 
Catholic Network of Volunteer Service 
Ms. Maggie Fogarty 
4121 Harewood Road, NE 
Washington, DC 20017-1593 
Ph: (800)543-5046 

(202)529-1100 
Fax: (202)526-1094 

PEER EXCHANGE 

Catholic Network of Volunteer Services provide opportunities for peer exchanges 
including site visits, on-line and telephone support among peers. They will also 
develop a directory of like programs. 

Contract under negotiation. 

Contact: 
Catholic Network of Volunteer Service 
Ms. Maggie Fogarty 
4121 ·Harewood Road, NE 
Washington, DC 20017-1593 
Ph: (800) 543-5046 

(202) 529-1100 
Fax: (202) 526-1094 

CITIZENSHIP TRAINING 

The Con::::titutional Rights Foundation and Project Public Life at the University of 
Minnesota will develop Citizenship training materials through pilot programs 
during the first four months of 1995. The resulting materials will be tested and 
distributed to grantees in time for the second year launch in October 1995. In 
addition, both providers will make existing citizenship training materials available 
immediately, to support programs, team leaders, and AmeriCorps members in this 
first year of programming. 



Contracts currently in negotiation. 

Contact: 
Mr. Harry Boyte 
Center for Democracy and Citizenship 
147 Humphrey Institute 
301 - 19th Ave. South 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Ph: (612) 625-0142 
Fax: (612) 625-3513 

Contact: 
Mr. Todd Clark 
Constitutional Rights Foundation 
601 South Kingsley Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
Ph: (213) 487-5590 
Fax: (213) 386-0459 

PRE-SERVICE TRAINING 

Mosaica, Inc. will assess the pre-service training needs and resources of Corporation 
grantees and develop and test an extensive loose-leaf, easy-to-update manual on 
pre-service training. The guide will include model training agendas, modules, 
approaches and supporting materials that will assure that grantees have the 
information they need to provide appropriate and effective pre-service training. 

Contract currently under discussion. 

Contact: 
Ms. Emily Gantz McKay 
Mosaica 
1735 Eye Street, NW 
Suite 501 
Washington, DC 20006 
Ph: (202)887-0620 
Fax: (202)887-0812 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STATE COMMISSIONS 

Youth Service America will work with state commissions to address their training 
and technical assistance needs. YSA will work with state commissions to improve 
the quality of state plans, to encourage broad participation and inclusion in outreach 



and planning strategies, to convene conferences and meetings, and to provide 
individualized T /TA designed to meet state-specific needs. 

Contact: 

Mr. Frank Slobig 
Director, Center for T /TA 
Youth Service America 
1001 15th Street, NW., Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20005 
Ph: 202-296-2992, extension 17 
Fax: 202-296-4030 

YSA Cluster Contacts: 

Pacific: 
North Central: 
South: 
Southwest: 
Atlantk: 

Ms. Laura Hamasaka, Ph: 202-296-2992, extension 16 
Ms. Paula Mitchell, Ph: 202-296-2992, extension 31 
Mr. James Willie, Ph: 202-296-2992, extension 33 
Ms. Marlene Zakai, Ph: 202-296-2992, extension 18 
Mr. Joe Riccardo, Ph: 202-296-2992, extension 15 
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