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SUBJECT: Funding for AmeriCorps 

TO: Ronald Hill 
Assistant General Counsel 
Food and Nutrition Division 
Office of the General Counsel 

This is to request a legal opinion on the use of funds appropriated for the administration of 

food assistance programs to support related activities of AmeriCorps, the national service 

organization championed by President Clinton. As described below, the Food and Consumer 

Service (FCS) has contributed funds in the past, and AmeriCorps now is seeking further 

financial assistance for fiscal year (FY) 1996. 

Background 

Description of AmeriCorps: AmeriCorps is a domestic service program that engages 

Americans of diverse backgrounds in service that fills unmet human, environmental, 

educational, and public safety needs. Proposed by President Clinton and passed with 

bipartisan support by Congress, the program involved over 20,000 people in its inaugural 

year (1994-1995). In exchange for service, AmeriCorps members receive educational awards 

that can be used to pay for college, job training, graduate school, or to repay student loans. 

Most first-year AmeriCorps projects were funded through State commissions 

appointed by governors and managed by non-profit organizations and local governments. 

However, a small portion (less than 15 percent) of AmeriCorps positions were managed by 

Federal agencies in tandem with local groups. The largest Federal agency award was 

granted to USDA, which the Department used to create public/private partnerships that 

sponsored AmeriCorps members in over 300 different urban and rural projects in 38 States. 

FCS' Past Support of AmeriCorps Projects: Section 17(a) of the Food Stamp Act 

states, "The Secretary may, by way of making contracts with or grants to public or private 

organizations or agencies, undertake research that will help improve the administration and 

effectiveness of the food stamp program in delivering nutrition-related benefits." Section 

6(a)3 of the National School Lunch Program Act provides funds for research and technical 

assistance in child nutrition programs. Under the aegis of these authorities, FCS transferred 

food stamp research funds ($100,000 in each of FYs 1994 and 1995), child nutrition 
technical assistance funds ($50,000 in FY 1994 and $250,000 in FY 1995), and Sumrner 
Regional Office-Administered Programs State Administrative Expenses money ($200,000 in - 
FY 1994) to support AmeriCorps initiatives focusing on food and nutrition issues. 
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Venn= (40 Members) 

The only statewide anti-lumger project, and the only one to involve an agency of State 
government as the subgenus* for this USDA ArruniCarps project, the Vermont Anti-Hunger 
Corps does an outstanding job of coordinating its activities among five almost-separate 
regional structures. Although the VAHC was not teAtniftilly 'up and ninning° until January 
1995, the group wasted no time whatsoever in becoming actively integrated into the Vermont 
communities served by AmeriCorps. Community affirmation of the AreeriCarps philosophy 
has been strong thloughout the program, and most of the projects undertaken by the VARC 
are stutainahle, in that they have been set up to continue even if ArneriColps Members are 
not there to coordinate them. Tht VAHC works closely wilh other State ag=cies, primarily 
WIC and the Isarm to Family program, to promote and ague= the services offered through 
these State-administered, Federally funded fcxxi auistance programs. Significant work is 
also done in the area of sustainable agriculture. Finally, in addition to initiating and 
impierrieliting an efremive food ulvage program with the cooperation of local grocery cluins 
in the Burlington twat, the VAHC has apanded one of the most urdque cooperative food 
danation projects of any of the anti-hunger progsams: lama= at the maximum security state 
Fisaa raise and harvest thousands of pounds of fresh produce that is picked up by the 
truckloa.d by volunteers from a Comrmusity Acdon Agency and then donated to low-income 
families (mainly senior citi=s) in the county, The AmeriCorps team not only helps with 
this particular project, but has established a positive, receptive environment to extend the 
concept to other locations throughout the State. Althcugh not technically a gleaning/food 
rescue operation, this initiative represents the best of such concepts, as previously unused 
land and (perhaps most important) wasted Inman resources are converted into productive 
efforts that benefit everyone involved: the producers, the agency that needs food to distribute 
to low-income households, and the recipients themselves. 

District of Cohnnbia (10 Members) 

In spite of the many management problems that eventually overwhelmed the DC Service 
Corps during the first year of program op=ttion, the USDA anti-hunger team was able to 
have a posit₹ve impact ® the Ilvea of thousands of DC residents. For example, nearly 3000 
senior ri117.rti were provided with nutrition education as well u nutritional screening and the 
opportunity to apply far food stamps; nutrition education was also provided to mtire than 600 
elementary school children; and nearly 7,000 schnol age child:an received meals through this 
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Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), largely because of the outreach and pnamations &me 
by the USDA/ArneriCorps anti-hunger team. Members also began an active gleaning 
program thrtragh which the and-hunger tnm helped collect over 500 bows of produce that 
was then delivered to area soup kitchens to be used In the =Is prepared and served these. 
Many of these meals were alio prepared and served by USDA AmeriCorps Members. Under . a new partnership with the Congressional Hunger Center for the second ycar, most of the 
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Mississippi Delia (20 Members) 
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project, and is actively expanding the work that was begun last year. Because of the 
extremely high levels of poverty in the service area (over 41 per= of the children came 

- from households with incomes well below the poverty line and livc in substandard housing 
conditions snore generally associated with third-world countries), the and-luanger work 
underway still focuses primarily on food stamp outreach and access issues. Food hanks will 
also be established in each of the targeted counties thiz summer, in cooperation with the 
Secretary's gleaning/food rescue program. 

Las Angeles (40 Members) 
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May 6, 1992 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONNA BARRON 
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

FROM: Gwendolyn T. Bronson, Director 
Intergovernmental Affairs 

SUBJECT; State Briefing Paper for New York (West Chester County) 

As a consequence of the urban character of West Chester County, New York, 
there are very few agricultural issues of significance. The agricultural land that exists 
supports mainly nursery stock operations and horse farms. 

STEWARDSHIP INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

The Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service and the Forest Service of 
the United States Department of Agriculture have worked cooperatively to implement 
the Stewardship Incentive Program (SIP). This program was authorized as part of the 
Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 to stimulate enhanced 
management of nonindustrial private forest lands. A landholder can own 1000 acres or 
less of qualifying land to be eligible for SIP. Authorizations may be obtained for 
exceptions of up to 5,000 acres. 

New York has been allocated $1.6 million for SIP in 1992. Of this amount, 
$10,000 will go to landowners in West Chester County. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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