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AmeriCorps
in lHlinois

Gefting Things Done
for America




MEARL J. JUSTUS
SHERIFF

ST. CLAIR COUNTY
700 NORTH FIFTH STREET
BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS 62220-4499

August 14, 1995

To Whom It May Concern:

In our ever chanding times it is refreshing to see people who are
making a positive difference in their own lives and in the lives of
other people. Through President Clinton’s service program
AmeriCorp’s 29 people from the East St. Louis/ LoveJoy metropolitan
area have had that opportunity. '

Each AmeriCorp member through their service helped a community to
accomplish tangible and intangible goals. Americorp members
pitched in with clean up efforts to make the East St. Louis/LoveJoy
areas cleaner and safer. They planted flowers, cut weeds and
removed tons of debris from abandoned and neglected properties.
They were trained how to use chain saws, tractors, tillers and
other equipment. They worked in the hot sun and in the cold of
winter to accomplish their assigned tasks. Through their efforts
at least 22 abandoned and neglected properties were reclaimed from
being used as lares for criminals and drug users to positive
svmbols of change. These properties became vegetable and flower
gardens , as well as parks for young children.

In their efforts they assisted in the installation of gabian
baskets to inhibit stream bank erosion. They also assisted with
rehabilitation of a local park lagoon and fountain so that the
magnificent beauty that has been lost will begin to return.

All of these tangible cost- saving measures made a difference in a
community strapped for dollars. A community struggling to regain
the prominence it once enjoyved as an All-American city.

Sheriff’s Drug Hotline
1-800-640-DIME

“No Questions Asked"

BRUCE MORRISON. unDERSHERIFF  » MEL WEITH. execurive peputy = CHARLES B. GREER. JAIL SUPERINTENDENT

Administration: (618) 277-3505 Ext. 722 + Investigation: (618) 277-3504 Ext. 718 -  Jail: (618) 277-3506 Ext. 740
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In addition to these very visible efforts to improve the
environment, there were some not so visible personal growth changes
for the AmeriCorps members. For many who had ‘never operated a
computer , learning some computer assisted drafting ,was a very
valuable addition. Some members became certified "Master
Gardeners"through classes offered by the University of Illinois
Cooperative Extension Service . Members became the first certified
chain saw operators in the state of Illinois. Their skill levels
in projects grew with their knowledge. But most importantly, their
confidence and self-esteem became obvious in the pride they took in
being affiliated with AmeriCorps. Clothing decked with AmeriCorps
patches became a common sight on the State Community College campus
where the project is based.

Members learned communication skills and were introduced to
techniques of planning and goal setting. They made mistakes and
learned valuable lessons from their mistakes. Lessons both formal
and informal that will make AmeriCorp members better people and the
East St. Louis/LoveJoy communities better places to live.

I have lived in this metropolitan community more than 40 years .
I have worked as a law enforcement official in this area for almost

12 yvears. I have seen many programs designed to invigorate the
East St. Louis area come and leave with 1little sustainable
progress. But never have I seen the climate and conditions so
conducive to recovery as they are today. It is self-help programs

like AmeriCorp and a positive glimmer of hope that has many people
in the East St. Louis area believing that there will be a brighter
tomorrow if we Jjust keep "Getting Things Done."

Sincerely

Lt. Steven Saunders



EAST ST. LOUIS PARK DISTRICT

LEONARD JOHNSON 2950 CASEYVILLE AVENUE EDITH MOORE
Director P.O. BOX 2465 President
KELVJNbeELLI_S EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS 62202 HARRY HOLLINGSWORTH
Director of Planning [6 18) 874-3600 Vice-President
i FAX: (618) 874-6924 TR OO
PEARSON BUSH = LOLA MYLES
Attorney Commissioner
GEORGE THOMAS

August 14, 1995 Commissioner

Dr. Don Wallace

Director for State Community College
East St. Louis AmeriCorps

601 James Thompson Blvd.

East St. Louis, IL 62201

Dear Dr. Wallace:

On behalf of the Board of Park Commissioners, I wish to thank-you
and the AmeriCorps members for the support in maintaining Hall
and Lincoln Park. These dedicated community service workers
deserve a firm pat on the back! I can assure the sternest critic
that the members working in our parks have put in long hours and
done an excellent job.

The AmeriCorps program has allowed the Park District to tackle
projects that have been neglected for years. They have removed
several dangerous trees, cleaned over 1,000 foot of shoreline
along the lagoon, and cleaned out our one remaining greenhouse.
They have developed action plans and helped maintain the park.

When one considers the early summer rains and flooding followed
by the record breaking heat waves, one has even greater
appreciation for the work that has been accomplished. AmeriCorps
members have represented the best in East St. Louis residents.:

Once again, we at the Park District want to give a gracious and
heartfelt thanks to each member of AmeriCorps.

incerkly,

Director



"s College of Agriculture

Cooperative Extension Service University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

August 14, 1995

EFNEP Training Center
1269 N. 89th, suite #3
East St. Louis, IL 62203

East St. Louis/Lovejoy Americorp
601 J R Thompson Blvd.
East St. Louis, IL 62201

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you very much for your support of our youth programs in East St. Louis. The
youth gardens were a success thanks to the assistance of many agencies within the community.
Your contribution was greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
ﬁa} A. Comensd

Betty A. Cameron
Extension Educator
EFNEP

State / County / Local Groups / United States Department of Agriculture Cooperating

e Miamia FSasmemoreadiiem wubem s - p——— .
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MECCO!OPERATION NEW SPIRIT NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICE
771 Vogel Place

East St. Louis, Illinois 62205
Business Phone (618) 874-0312 B (618) 874-0221

August 14, 1995

Americorp

Attn: Mr. Rufus Williams
State Community College

601 James R. Thompson Blvd.
East St. Louis, Illinois 62201

Dear Mr. Williams:

This letter comes to say how grateful we are for the collaboration and help you and the
Americorp volunteers have given to our office. We are most appreciative of the help your
program has been with our community gardens (spring & summer), beautification (fall)
and neighborhood clean-up project (summer).

It is essential that programs, such as Americorp, become a working and integral part of the
community in which they serve. Therefore it is hoped that there may be future projects in
which Americorp may be a part in the revitalization of the East St. Louis community.

Again our thanks to you and the Americorp volunteers and we look forward to working together on
future endeavors.

Sincerely,

"@M)m

Venessa Marion
Administrator



Make East St. Louis Beautiful, Inc.
301 River Park Drive
East St. Louis, IL. 62201
(618) 482-6621 or 271-2855

August 15, 1995

Rufus C. Williams

USDA, NRCS AmeriCorps

601 J. R. Thompson Blvd.
East St. Louis, IL 62201

Dear AmeriCorps Participants:
Contrary to the article in the Belleville News-Democrat
newspaper, we know that AmeriCorp has been a great help to the

communities of the our city and to our organization Make East St.
Louis Beautiful, Inc.

The Greenhouse in Hall, formerly Jones Park was totally useless
until it was rehabilitated and put into use by AmeriCorp. Both
city Parks, Hall and Lincoln are now more people friendly because
of your efforts.

Again, Thank You! for all your efforts.

Sincerely,

7é£i;~c'6§g;Lzﬁ5§:A*7
Geri 0. Jénkins

Exec./Dir. MESLB, Inc.

Sincerely
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The AmeriCorp Project

Mr. Rufus Williams

N.R.C.S. Coordinator

State Community College Building
601 James R. Thompson Blvd.

East Saint Louis, Illinois 62204

t

ear Mr. Williams and the Americorp participants:

We are exp*easing our gratitude to you and Americorp partici-~
pants who helped ensure the success of the Ccmprehensive Mental
Health Center's MI/DD Treatment Program Gardening ané Beauti-
fication Project.

The presentation you gave and the demonstration shown to the
CMEC's group on tilling the soil, planting seeds and pla"ts

also how to care and nurture them has enhanced <*he c¢lient's
anilities to recognize their wvalues, and to zppreciate the
contributions they have made to nature by wvisualizing and
identifying their creaticns.

This project has been hoth educaticnal and experimental.

The client's have learned that plants are. like people, they
require fresh air, sunsiaine, a nice place t> live (rich scil)
care and nourishment to produce a strong, healthy ané bezutiful
plant.

We are hnappy to say that this will be an on-going proisc: each
summer .

Again Mrs. Barbara Forbes and I, give thanks to the Amer:-

corp participants, especially Mr. Testa Buckles who worked sc
diligently with our group for the contribution made to our
project and to the Beauitification ¢f the City of East Saint
~ouls.

L B = 0N as g G Lkt

Dr. William Gatnrigé Barkara Fories

MI/Dayireatiment Coordinator Cocrdinatcr, Residential Trogram

Zarmen Smith
Therapeutic Aidle
Esikeh

3911 STATE STREET « EAST ST. LOUIS, IL 62208
Phone 618/482-7330 » 618/482-7331 « Fax 618/482-4351 » TDD 618/482-7389
"Reaching Out to Help"



LOVEJOY SCHOOL DISTRICT #188

800 Madison Street
Lovejoy, lllinois 62059
Phone: (618) 271-1014 & 271-7238

ELNORA H.G. WILLIAMS ROBERT J. ISOM, ED.D
PRINCIPAL SUPERINTENDENT

August 15, 1995

Dear AmeriCorps Members:

Your efforts in the East St. Louis and Lovejoy communities during
the last ten months has been without a doubt one of the best
things that has happened to our Lovejoy community. The enthusiasm

is exactly what we need to make things happen in our own back
yard.

I wish to let you know that Mrs. Singleton and Mr. Winston, who
are excellent master gardeners have more than once expressed
their feelings of how wonderful it is to have you as a catylst
to stimulate the great effort of our community. The opportunity
to have our very own to share in this effort is more than enough
to make us proud. I will be willing at any time to let others
know that AmeriCorps is more than just another community" "make
work program."

We are excited about the gardens and the tree nursery that has
been placed in the community of Lovejoy.

/Wm &0

Superintendant
Lovejoy School District



742 North 41lst Street
East St. Louis, Illinois 62203

August 15, 1995

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I would like to thank you (AMERICORP), for your help to
the 4-H Youth and to our community. We appreciate all your
help and support. Your loyalty has restored the faith in the
group.

Do keep up the good work.

Sincerely,

Wellie Cott fora S

Willie Dell Beard
4-H Leader



’ REY. DORRIS DAVIS

-
Dirnclor VI\Y
|618) 2774160 ) %
. DORRIS’S HELPING HAND ORGANIZATION
: SHEUER FOR THE HOMELESS
: (Non-FProfit Or on)
= -y

! P.O. Box 213
1501 Winslonley Aveaun
Eaur 5. Louis, B 42204
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fMount Zion Waptist Chureh
24th at Bond Ave,
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL. 62207
618/274-8350 - 271-5745

Rev.John M, Rouse, BA., B.Th.
D.D., Pastor

Residence - 806 Alhambra Ct. - 618/274-8356

August 17, 1995

Dear: AmeriCorps

We the Mt. Zion M.B.Church food pantry appreciate the food and
produce you have given us the past months. It has made a pro-

found statement in feeding the hungry here at Mt. Zion M.B.Church.

In the fumr;z we hope that you will continue to bless us here at
Mt. Zion so that we can continue fo bless others through out the
neighbarhood. If there are any questions please feel free to
contact the food pantry here at (618) 274-8357. Thank you in

advance for what you are going to do for us.

Yours Truly

Prentice Johnson
Supervisor

TOTAL P.81
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——————— ANOTHER PROJECT THAT SPELLS

SUCCESS FOR E. ST. LOUIS/LOVEJOY
AMERICORPS

By: Rufus C. Williams
NRCS AmeriCorps Coordinator

The AmeriCorps Program came into our lives only one year
ago, but now it is hard to imagine how it would be without
our participants. Today it is a strong reality for 20
participants, who have stuck with the program to help the
East St. Louis/Lovejoy communities to realize changes that
they have not witnessed in the last decade. An example of
this is the presence of the program that offers a
scholarship that will allow participants to put $4750.00
into their education plan, continue to receive a stipen
towards living cost, health benefits and child care where
needed. In addition to this, the participants are able to
demonstrate their skills and ability as they involve
themselves in community activities. Many of these
participants are within four weeks of completing their
required 1700 hours for qualifying for the above
scholarship. One of the success stories that can be talked
about with great pride is a community project that was
carried out by NRCS AmeriCorps Team in Centreville. Who are
the people that got things done? They are AmeriCorps, and
the Belleville Methodist Church working together to complete
a very well recognize project in someone's neighborhood.
Whose neighborhood?

It is Florine and Arthur Johnson's. They have worked
together as leaders in the AmeriCorps Program from start up
to present this couple has done it all and are looking
forward to doing greater projects in their community. This
is a project that Florine got started through networking
with her Master Garden partners while taking that course
back in April of this year. She made an agreement with one
of her instructors, to talk to one of his church group
meetings about the AmeriCorps Project that she was working
with if he would help her with her recreation park, which
was being prepared for development. He agreed and it has
been fun to watch as things begin to happen.

During the month of June, Florine was able to get closer to
finalizing the project as she had planned. With a team of
five other AmeriCorps members, four community members and
fifteen young people from the Belleville Methodist Church,
they leveled, tilled, planted flowers, and installed a gym
set for the young people in that park.
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AMERICORPS: WINS HIGH MARKS IN THE COMMUNITIES OF
EAST ST. LOUIS AND LOVEJOY
BY
RUFUS C. WILLIAMS

There are thirty participants from these neighborhoods working together with
their communities to bring about changes, long overdue changes. Since this
group came into existence some six months ago, they have made a definite
impact. They have focused their energies into various projects that
intensifies into visible results daily.

The environmental effort involves the team in the communities of East St.
Louis and Lovejoy.

Restoring and landscaping lots, participating in the cleanup of the fountain
and bandstand in Jones Park area, are a few of the projects that they are
involved with. A more recent project, participating with the Operation New
Spirit, and with members of the Rush City Community, to install a raised bed
garden. This idea was to avoid contamination to growing plants that may be
cause by heavy metals, which are present in the soil.

In addition to the above areas of involvement, the flood team has participated
with the city of Belleville, in the restoration of the Mt. Pleasant Storm
Drainage Area. This location had heavy runoff during the flood of 1993, which
created erosion that damaged the road bed. This inhibited entry into the
neighborhood. It caused problems for several business and many homes. The
team surveyed the drainage area, and have worked with a professional tree
service to eliminate trees and roots that caused serious soil erosion. They
are now preparing the course to shield the road bed. The project should be
completed in August 1995, with the support of the City of Belleville,
engineering department and NRCS Field Office. This group has also assisted
the Caseyville Drainage District, on the 0’Fallon Drive Project. During the
1993 storm period, extreme flooding, on the O'Fallon Creek, threatened homes
of many residents in the area. The team supported the flood district people
in putting together many of the Gabion Baskets and filling them with rocks to
help to stabilize the channel.

Since our AmeriCorps project started, the efforts has been to help develop
skills for the participants. Using the chain saw, starting and maintaining
tractors, tillers, and other small engine power tools is now routine. Eleven
of the group received Master Gardeners Certifications. They have been able to
learn how to get things done quickly and more efficiently.

our biggest accomplishment is the recognition of the efforts having been made
by AmeriCorps participants through National Resources Conservation Services,
State Community College, Us Forest Service and other partners to help the
environment.



Through great efforts, the Ecosystem Council applauds SCC, NRCS/AmeriCorps, US
Forest Service, IL Conservation Service and their partners who are working
together to create progress and awareness for communities of East St. Louis
and Lovejoy. The photos enclosed will show some of our AmeriCorps Team
members making it happen, "Getting Things Done!"




top: Lincoln Park completed by AmeriCorps participants and
members of the Lincoln Park Committee. See plants at base of
steps to left and in foreground.

circle flower bed

bottom: Dperrj
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A Greenhouse Production

top: Florine Johnson shows Mari
: son golds grown for Spri i
Many different varieties were grown for Spring plagtigg.Plantlng.
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bottom: Derrick Orr on bench and Charles Massie do inside K.
Hall Park restoration process.



AmeriCorps Supports St. Clair County Mental Health Program

Top: 1. Ms Forbes, Center Mgr., met to look at garden site to be
tilled and planted

Bottom: Mental Health garden site on G Street which was tilled
and prepared top planting.



Top: top center. Ms Flossie Singleton and top right Mr. Winston
discuss with Karla Kenton b. left. Theresa Taylor, Dione Hych
and Tonia Brown. The plan of action to clean around trees at the
Lovejoy Tree Nursery Site




what A Cleanup!

top: Members of the South End Cleanup Committee and AmeriCorps’

James Pace working together to clean up a serious pollution
problem on 29th and Trendly in ESL.
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bottom: AmeriCorps’ Karla Kenton, Tammy Archer, Florine Johnson
(sunhat) and Dana Tibbs at the above site



South End Cleanup




Liberty Bee-limes Liberty,

Payson Village Board Recognizes New Businesses;
Establishes Savings Account For Purchase Of New

The Payson Village Board
reviewed recent happenings in
Payson and recognized the open-
ing of a new business, “Wheels
Unlimited”. They also noted that
another new business, a grocery
store, is scheduled to open be-
tween 30 to 60 days, owned by
Don and Phyllis Billings of
Kinderhook. The store will be
located in the former grocery
store building and will probably
employ one or two people part-
time Initially.

The Board also voted to set
up a savings account to be used
strictly for the purchase of new
equipment. Effective immediately,
the Board will put $500 per
month into the account. It was
noted that there are some needs
that will be coming up and this
accountshould help the village be
prepared.

The Board listened to rep-
resentatives of AmeriCorps, a
newly developed national organi-
zation that operates similar to a
domestic peace corps with volun- .
teers. Darlene Ivarson spoke to
the Board about some things that .

her rural development team can -
do for the village. Some .of her-

suggestions Included making needs »
assessments through "question- ¢
naires distributed among the resi-*
dents, creating a brochure that-
highlights the best features of the
community, do environmental
surveys, or help with obtaining
grants. AmeriCorps had two
teams, the Rural Development
Team and the Environmental
Team. Both teams, will do volun-
teer work around the village. She
provlded soni& inaterials for.the
Board to look over and plans were
made for her to meet with the
Village Planning Conyni_ss!on ata
later date. -~
Veda Graves, who Is In
charge of bookings for the town
halls and shelter houses, turned in

her annual report. It was noted

that there are still people smoking
in the hall, even though there are

“No Smoking” signs posted. The"

signs are for everyone. It was also
noted that there are some groups
who are not cleanmg 1lle hall after

son would not be satisfied with
anything but a whole new well.
He also reported that the engi-
neer, Doug Siebers, felt the same
way.

[twas reported that mainte-
nance man, Bill Humphrey, has
been enrolled in aschool onwater
and waste water at Taylorville. It
is given by the lllinols Rural Water
Comumission.

It was reported that the
combination of salt and chips
seems to be doing a better job an
the snow covered roads than pre-
vious mixtures used, but that the
Board needs to find a better way
to store the chips. This will be
looked into.

Itwasreported that the shel-
ter house in South Park has been
closed off due to the poor condi-
tion of its roof. It is believed that
a heavy snow fall, could cause the
roof to collapse. A special meet-
ing will be held in the near future
to make a final decision on what
should be done with the shelter

“Thouse after each Board member

looks over the shelter llouse w[th
B:ll Humphrey :

- A report was given on the
caucus that was held Monday
evening, Jan. 9. On the Citizens’
party, Norbert Buswell, Bob
Mitchel and Dave Williams are
running as Incumbents. Therewas
no nominations made at the Inde-
pendent Party caucus.

The varlous committees
made up of trustees were told to
begin making up “wish” lists to be
reviewed for the new budget.
Work on the new budget will
begin at the next regular meeting.

ais  January 18, 1995 Page 3

Equipment

- Police Chief Seldon Cheney
asked the Board to authorize him
taking the car and responding to
emergency calls withina four mile
radius of townin the event thatno
other state or county office was
within range. After some discus-
sion, the Board approved.

Mayor Charlie McCallister
handed out a proposal for a new
income structure for elected offi-
cials of the village. The structure
includes a cut in pay if a trustee
misses two or more meetings. The
trustees are looking over the pro-
posed income structure.

The next regular meeting of
the Payson Village Board will be
Tuesday evening, February 14, at
7:30 p.m. in the Payson Town
Hall.



SErvILe Progradi vVolurieers
at work in rural Illinois

By Kay Shipman

Remember Uresident Clin-
ton’s program to let college
graduates help pay for their
education through community
service? The program’s name is
AmeriCorps. Its volunteers
through the U.S. Department of
Agriculture are tackling rural
and environmental projects in
linois — projects that likely
wouldn’t be done otherwise.

“That’s the beauty of this
(program),” said Bill McCart-
ney, AmeriCorps coordinator in
West-Central llinois.

“1t will help get things
accomplished that haven't been
done, that needed to be done,
but wouldn't because of a
shortage of manpower or fund-
|l'|g.

Five-county area

McCartney, head of Two
Rivers Resource Conservation
and Development, based in
Pittsfield, oversees 15 Ameri-
Corps volunteers in five coun-
ties, Adams, Brown, Calhoun,
PPike, and Schuyler.

Area farmers and other
landowners will directly benefit
from a project to help find alter-
nalive uses for land no longer
in the conservation reserve pro-
gram (CRP).

About 2,500 surveys were
mailed 1o landowners with CRDP
acres, and half to 70 percent
have been returned, McCartney
said. The questionnaire sought
information about the land’s
future, listed potential alterna-
tive uses, and had landowners
indicate if they wanted more
information.

Clinton support

President Bill Clinton
voiced his support for the
AmeriCorps service program
during his state of the union
speech last week. “We
shouldn’t stop it,” Clinton
said. He also introduced an
AmeriCorps volunteer who
works with Kentucky elemen-
tary students and sat in the
audience near Hillary Clin-
ton.

This summer, the culmina-
tion will be a one-day fair with
exhibits and workshops on
alternative uses and programs,
McCarlney said.

Another project in the five-
county area Is assessment of the
infrastructure, businesses, ser-
vices, and services of individual
communities. The volunteers
will survey residents for their
opinions about the towns and
their needs.

Fall through the crack

The Department of Com-
merce and Community Affairs
and CIPS (Central lllinois Pow-
er Service) do similar surveys
for larger communities, but the
size of community that the vol-
unteers will deal with often
“falls through the crack,”
McCartney said.

The data will be compiled
for the communities” use for
economic development,
brochures, or other activities,
McCartney said.

A variety of beautification
and environmental projects are
planned, although work has

«a

slowed during the winter. The
projects include flood recovery
work and streambank stabiliza-
tion, development of a five-acre
weltland for an education cen-
ter, and creation of hiking trails
and park facilities.

I‘ach volunteer must work
17,0 hours, which is approxi-
mately 11 months, McCartney
said. For their work, they each
will reccive a $4,725 voucher to
repay college loans or to be
used to further their education.
The money poes directly to the
college, he noted.

Volunteers also receive a liv-
ing allowance. The federal
funding comes through the
Natural Resource Conservation
Service (formerly the Soil Con-
servation Service).

USDA AmeriCorps projects
also are under way in the East
St. Louis and Chicago areas.
Much of the work involves
landscaping and general beauti-
fication projects.

Market calendar

Friday, Feb. 3
« USDA Cattle Inventory
Report

Money watch

Gold: Down, $381.35

Fed funds: Up 5 5/8%
U.S. dollar: Down, $96.60
Treasury bills: Up, 6.24%

*Index of the dollar's value against a selec-
tion of foreign currencies weighted for their
importance to U.S. trade. 100 equals 1980-
82 period. Source: Morgan Guaranty Trust.

nmweek Page 10 Mondoy, -Jlu'r{\'-:}_O__.‘i 995



HAVE A NEWS TIP?

Call the YT
Herald-Whig
Newsroom ’ i

al (217) 221-3361.

| I-24-45
Uptown plans
second survey
about parking

Uptown Quincy Inc. will again
survey downlown businesses be-
ginning Thursday for ideas to
solve Lhe area's parking problem.

The group surveyed businesses
last April to delermine the num-
ber of employees and residents in
the central business district, Up-
town Executive Director Jill Ar-
nold Blickhan said. The first sur-
vey showed there were 1,365
parking spaces for 2,186 vehicles.
About 62 percent of the area's
business owners and landlords
provide parking for employees
and tenants.

Last time, business owners of-
fered suggestions such as tickeling
employers for employee viola-
tions. Others suggested adding
more decks to public lots. But
Blickhan said she later learned
ticketing employers it illegal. It
also would be too costly to add
more decks to public lots, officials
told her.

“When we gel these resulls,
we'll sit down and talk with them
again,” Blickhan said.

Four AmeriCorp volunteers will
canvas businesses in this survey.
They will go door-to-door to busi-
nesses beltween Third and 12th
streels and from Hampshire Lo
Jersey streels.



By: Jill Arnold Blickhan

What goes around, comes around.

Last spring, I happened across a 1978 news clipping
from the Quincy Herald-Whig. The headline contained
the words “parking, meters” and, [ think,
“controversy.”

It caught my eye since Uptown Quincy, Inc. had been
asked to conduct a parking survey to determine the
number of emplovees and residents in the central
business district, (CBD), how many had cars to park,
the number of parking spaces available, and whether
employers or landlords provided parking.

[ read the 16 year-old clipping. Then I looked at the
byline. It was written by a college student (me),
working as a summer intern at the newspaper. It
presented the controversy and concerns of removing
parking meters here.
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r3
T
N {\%

What comes around, goes around.

Uptown Quincy, Inc. conducted its 1994 parking
survey. In addition to the questions about numbers of
people, cars and parking spaces, time limits,
employees playing “musical” parking -- akin to musical
chairs -- which ties up parking along the streets for
clients and customers, residential parking, or
something else?

The answer? All of the above. Not every day. Not in
every instance.

No business district has enough parking spaces for
everyone to park within a half block of their business
or residence and still allow customers and clients to
park near business and office entrances. Yet, the few
merchants we’ve talked with thus far did very well in
1994 -- some reported record sales.

Time limits may not generate “enough” turnover in
some areas. However, if limits are shortened, will that
discourage customers and clients from coming to the
CBD?

There are employees in the CBD who play “musical”
parking. (Of course, those reading this think it doesn’t
apply to them, or they may not realize the problem
created by “musical” parking, or they simply may not
care).

The above paragraph applies to some residents also.

While solutions have been offered, not all are viable.
Some are illegal or beyond budget constraints of
Uptown Quincy, Inc. and the City of Quincy’s Police

Department.

The addition of new businesses and the reputation of
established businesses in the CBD has increased
traffic. The location and completion of the new Quincy
Medical Group building has also brought more people
and cars to the CBD. Finally, tourism and convention
traffic will increase with the opening of the Oakley-
Lindsey Civic Center.

What goes around, comes around. Once again, we
have to address parking and traffic flow. (No

guarantees. No quick fixes).

AmeriCorps program coordinator Bill McCartney has
agreed to assist us. Four AmeriCorps workers will
attempt to contact more than 300 businesses bounded
by Third to Twelfth Streets and Hampshire to Jersey.
They’ll gather additional information about employee
parking, leased parking, time limits, enforcement
issues, and one-way streets in the CBD. Theyll
present some choices for possible alternatives and
solutions.

Thanks, in advance, to the AmeriCorps team for the
work they’ll do: Starr McDaniels, Mike Miller, Chad
Denison and Darlene Ivarson. And, thanks to the
business owners, employees and others as you assist
us by giving these four a few minutes of your time.



Feds Charge Local Paper With ‘‘Hatchet Job’’
AmerrCorp Supporters Defend Image-

-~ By ERNEST R MERCER
In an August 3, 1995
‘memorandum a high level

government official charged. i

- that the Bellevi_lle News
Democrat’ is engaged in a cam-
paign intended to smear the ac-
complishments of a $610,000
federally fundeq program in
East  St. Louis.and - that a
Reporter at the paper implied
in a telephone conversation that
.all government agencies and
commumty based organizations
~-in the city are corrupt. =

The twelve page ‘memoran-
dum, written by Joel Berg,
‘Director of National Service at
The ' U.S. Department of
Agriculture served as the basis’

for a letter to the editor which '
‘was published in the August 9.

“‘News
accuses

¢+ édition ' of

) the
. Democrat’

‘and

Reporter, George Pawlaczyk of -

knowingly using incorrect in-
- formation and incorrectly quot-

ing officials concerning thé East
. St. Louis operations of Presi- .

dent Bill Clinton’s highly pub~
" licized AmeriCorp program ina
late July article.

AmeriCorp - was “first in-;
_troduced by- then eandldate
Clinton during the .

Presidential campaign and has

since compared not only to

America’s Peace Corp of the
1960’s but also with President
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal

~program, the Cnnhan Conser- :

vatlon Corp (C.C.C)). ;

-~ "During’ the 1930’s Roosevelt
put millions ' of  ‘Americans
emergmg from the Depression,
to work in the C.C.C. on a wide

1992

. to be used to pay off’ ex1stmg

college loans or to pay for fu-
ture education.’

Program officials charged
that “News Democrat’’ article
damaged the image of the pro-
gram by overestimating the
East St.
$48,000, failing to report that
the food from several still active
community ‘gardens provides

vegetables for hundreds of local

families, largely ignores impor-

‘ tant - flood damage control

projects and purposefully

omitts other information which-

would have reflected a more
positive picture.
' Willie Dell Beard, a long time

community 'volunteer who -

maintains = one = of the
AmeriCorp gardens agrees that

_ the “News Democrat” story and
. uncomplimentary editorials on
_the same day left an unfair pic-

ture of the local program.
"Beard, whose :garden
is a product of an AmeriCorp
partnership with the East St.
Louis Eco Systems Council, i

' was looking forward to the sto-

ry, because I'm proud. of the
work we are doing, but when I
finished reading it I felt heart-
sick. I felt that the report was
unfair.”’ _

Beard, whose gardenmg

' project began as a 4-H act1v1ty

five years ago said that she is
afraid that left unchallenged,
the image left could add fuel as
.Congress gears ‘up to cut
AmenCorp programs which

ome have characterized as a

et st Lauss Mooy

8/9/%s

variety ‘of goverhment spon-

‘'sored jobs. - from construction
workers who built the nation’s
highway system to artists who
produced beautiful work in-
spired murals. -

Since January of this year
AmeriCorp - ‘has ' financed.
- twenty-two East St: Louis
gardening projects and several
- other activities including flood

relief programs utilizing as ma-
ny as twenty-nine workers.

The budget includes a

benefits package for each wor-
ker which gives a small salary
“and a $4,725 educational award

Louis budget by.

‘boondoggle’.
However,. ‘concluded Ms.
Beard, ‘‘While it would be un-.

" fair for the program to be aban-

doned simply because someone
in‘Belleville does not like what
we are doing, we started
without:help and if we have to
we'll go back to doing our work
alone.’ Vi ¢

In his August 3 memorandurn
the U.S.D.A’s Berg also attrib-
utes the following to ““News
Democrat” Reporter, Pawlac-
zyk, ‘“..he admitted the bias of
both himself and his editor, say-
ing that neither of them per-

"sonally helieve that East St.

Louis needs either more
gardens or more trees. He also
implied that neither he nor his
editor believe that East St.

Louis could govern itself and
that any government agencies
or community groups in East st.
Louis were inherently corrupt (I
took his comments to be
patromzmg at best.) It seemed
clear in our conversation that he
had made his mind up that the
hole idea for the program was
stupid and that his article
would say so, regardless of the
factors presented by myself or
anyone else.”’

- Pawlaczyk, speaking from his
office on Wednesday, admitted
speaking with Berg, but denied

"expressing the sentiments at-

tributed to him. i
‘Said Pawlaczyk, “I neversaid
that never implied that and
don’t’ ‘know where that ref_er-
came
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ly Mike Viola the participants who benefit fronk’ thelr |
i . . increased: abill to attend collgge et
_ " vocational good for communi!
A ted;wm will allow 20 work- which benefit from their servics
a year in East St ood for the country which benefits
_ from a renewed clyic spirit.” .
_ Participants in thé program work fﬁ
: timﬂg';'yeg_nndeam&sa‘g:ryd
. w " .m .w
of the wor{g is given an education nwua-
" ‘waorth $4,785. ' e
© _ KAnayone age 17 or older from the St
Louis metropolitan area is eli e
apply for the program. The
income

St. Louis Beautiful, Opera
it and the
Department.



AmeriCorp workers prepare the soil for a garden in Rush City.

- Renyold Ferguson

Gardens A Matter Of Pride

By Margaret Gillerman _
Of the Post-Dispatch Staft >-Z& 95
It won’t be long before the lot
next to Jesse and Donna Haire's
home in the Rush City neighbor-
hood will be ripe with yellow pep-
pers, plump red tomatoes, tasty
green peas and summer squash.
Marigolds and zinnias will bloom.
The gardeners who are tilling
and planting this week are building
a community garden. And backers
of the project hope this community
garden — and about a dozen like it
around East St. Louis — also will
grow a bumper crop of neighbor-

Crews Are Preparing
Community Project

hood pride.

Crews of workers from Ameri-
Corp and neighbors are helping
prepare the soil, build the wooden
sides and walkway, and plant seeds
and cuttings at the garden at 910
Sycamore.

Other folks also helped get the
community garden project —
called Harvesting Good Neighbor
Relations — this far, MECCO/O-
peration New Spirit, a citywide

neighborhood organization, started
the garden program about two
years ago and has been expanding
it since. At least four community
gardens are new this spring. Amer-
iCorp joined as co-sponsor this
season.

“Community gardens serve as a
way of bringing neighbors and
neighborhoods together for a com-
mon purpose . . . and of harvesting
good neighbor relations,” said

Venessa Marion, administrator of -

MECCO/Operation New Spirit.
See GARDENS, Page 4
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Gardens

From page one

Florine Johnson, an AmeriCorp
worker, coordinates the tilling and
planting and was busy on Sycamore
this week. Johnson, 46, of Centre-
ville, recently completed a master
gardening course offered by the Uni-
versity of Illinois’ Extension Service.

She joined AmeriCorp because she
wanted ‘‘to give a year of community
service.” In March, she and others
started surveying the land and plot-
ting the designs of the gardens. They
plan to use only organic fertilizers.

The garden at 910 Sycamore is in
a neighborhood near heavy industry.
Because of the risk of industrial and
chemical pollution, the gardeners are

experimenting with a raised bed gar-
den, Johnson said.

Sheets of plastic were placed on
top of the original neighborhood soil,
and then covered with clean soil, so
any possible contamination would be
eliminated. The original soil has been
sent to a lab for tests.

James Pace, 40, an AmeriCorp
worker from East St. Louis, helped
install wooden planks around the gar-
den and till the soil. He recently com-
pleted the master gardening course
and joined AmeriCorp “to try to
beautify the community” and im-
prove the environment. He said he
wanted to get rid of the city’s “eye-
sores” and the dangers they pose,
including hiding crime.

“All over, there are lots where the
weeds are taking over,” he said. Be-
sides, “‘once you start cleaning up the
lots, people will gain a new respect

for their community.”

The garden on Sycamore is just
outside the window of the Haire's
house in Rush City, on land donated
by the Haires. Most years, Donna
Haire, has planted a smaller garden
on the lot. “I love gardens and I like
to see stuff grow,” Donna Haire said.

She already has plans to freeze the
tomatoes and make stew and chili for
her husband and two daughters.

MECCO/New Spirit and Ameri-
Corp are sponsoring 11 gardens in
the Winstanley, Olivette Park, Day-
ton, Wedgewood, Fairlawn and Lans-
downe neighborhoods and the central
business district. AmeriCorp also has
about a half dozen more community
gardens in Lovejoy and Washington
Park and at State Community
College.




AmeriCorps:

$658,000 allotted

for garden project

in East St. Louis

By George Pawlaczyk
Belleville News-Democrat

EAST ST. LOUIS — Does this
sound like getting t]:ungs done for
America?

» Community gardens are planted
but become overgrown with weeds.

e Workers are paid during the
winter to sit around and do nothing. |

* The same workers are sent '

home at noon during the summer
because it’s too hot.
These and other factors have
turned an ambitious $658,000 fed- . 2% COST:  COST:
eral jobs program in East St. Louis $658 000 $375 000
into what the. director admits has ; '
been a disappointment. PARTICIPANTS: PARTICIPANTS:
e e | 2otukime §e83414 ultme, 12 part-ime
that was supposed to provide job ACCOMPLISHMENTS: ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
g e :fl‘s‘:f;‘:;’;j;iyﬁt:pﬁ | 15 gardens begun | Computer center renovation
in poor neighborhoods. el 8 lots cleared “ “4 Tutoring of students
But after 10 months, the loc | :
program still lacks basic equipment, Flood control work Rotary Park cleanup

and Director Don Wallace plans to |
lay off 15 workers early because the |
program is nearly out of money. |

“I'll take the blame for letting |
them sit around all of January,”
Wallace said. “I should have given
t"em the month off. Maybe then we |
would have had enough money to i
pay them.”

With the motto “I will get things
done for America,” AmeriCorps
workers set out to work for a year in
their communities while earning
minimum wage and money for edu-
cation.

But the program has since come
under fire nationally from congres-
sional critics who call it an ineffi-
cient, overpriced bureaucracy.

“We're told we're getting a good
government program,” said U.S.
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa.
“Instead it appears to be a Great
Society-style boondoggle.”

The program — a domestic ver-
sion of the Peace Corps — current-
ly is budgeted at $376 million for
20,000 workers. Clinton wants it

[ TR W W Tl W

Boon or boondoggle?

MNews-Democrat/J.S. Nussbaumer
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UNTENDED: Dying okra plants fill a garden behind Lessie Bates
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AmeriCorps —

Continued from 1A

expanded to $575 million and
33,000 workers next year, while
Grassley and others in Congress
want it killed.

Overhead has been estimated as
high as 50 percent, although local
programs claim only 10 percent of
their money goes for administration.

And the cost to field each worker,
originally estimated at $13,000 to
$15,000, has escalated to $27,000,
according to a report by the General
Accounting Office.

“Taxpayers are paying far more
for this program than advertised,”
Grassley said.

AmeriCorps officials disagree.

“This is community service,” said
Joel Berg, director of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Ameri-
Corps division. “It’s not just a feel-
good plan to change the world. It’s
supposed to change the people who
participate, and not all of them are
poor.”

Community gardens

A small garden in Rush City that
" was supposed to provide fresh veg-
etables for neighborhood residents
has been abandoned and is over-
grown with weeds. A “no trespass-
- ing” sign was posted after it was
. learned the garden mistakenly was
- placed on public land.

Behind the Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House, another gar-
dening effort has failed. A few cab-
bages can be seen in it, but little

else. Kids yanked out most of what
was planted there.

These and 13 other gardens are
the most visible results of the horti-
culture program funded by Ameri-
Corps.

Twenty-nine workers were hired
for the East St. Louis program,
which began Oct. 3. Nine workers
later were shifted to a separate flood
control program.

As the program nears the end of
its first year, the 15 gardens built by
AmeriCorps workers have been
turned over to residents to tend.
Many have been overtaken by
weeds.

Lacking equipment and supplies,
workers now spend much of their
time mowing grass, pruning trees or
picking up trash. They quit at noon
on hot days. During the winter, they
sat in their office at State Communi-
ty College with little to do.

“Because of the ‘obstacles, we did
not accomplish what we set out to
do in our first year,” said Wallace,
who earns $45,000 a year.

“People think we got a wheel-bar-
row full of cash down here that we
just frittered away, but it just isn’t
true. I think we've done pretty well
considering the circumstances,” he
said.

Besides building the gardens,
AmeriCorps workers cleared eight
vacant lots and cleaned out a small
greenhouse at East St. Louis Senior
High School.



N 7 s g g
4 R Nt

PARK DUTY: An AmeriCorps worker uses a chain saw (o cut dow

) . . . News Democrat /Bnk 11 i
N alree in Kenneth Hall Park in East St Louis



Bu: some of the lots are over-
crown again, and a second green-
nouse project in Kenneth Hall Park
has bareiy been touched.

A plan to sell the vegetables from
the gardens was scuttled when it was
izarned that the gardens could not be
placed on public land.

Homeowners who later agreed to
have gardens planted on their lots
said thev were unwilling to tend the
plots. only to sec the produce
wrucked off for sale.

“I'm not selling this stuff,” said
the Rev. Johnny Davis, who said he
dailv weeds a 50- bv-20-foot garden
on 8th Street around the corner from
his home.

Davis. 63. said that while Ameri-
~orps workers cleared the ground,
ir¢ planied the garden himself.

“They gave me some seeds. |
naver’s seen them since,” he said.

o

WEEDING: A plot behind State Community Collegs

Sunday. July 30, 1995
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Two local programs

Belleville and East St. Louis have
the only AmeriCorps programs in
the metro-east; there are 22 pro-
grams in Illinois.

Cites must apply for AmenCorps
grants. The applications are evaluat-
ed and approved by commissions set
up by the government. The amount
of money cities receive is deter-
mined by how much they ask for in
their applications, and how well thev
make their cases.

Full-time workers are paid mini-
mum wage of $4.25 an hour or
slightly higher and receive health
insurance coverage for a year worth
about $1,200. Those who stick with
the program for a full year also get a
$4,725 grant for college tuition.

Belleville Area College and the
Franklin Neighborhood Association
administer the Believille program,

is the only garden cared for by AmeriCorps

NeDemncraUEnl-. Manr
which is budgeted to cost $373.00C
if all the education grants are used.
The program’s 26 workers have per-
formed a variety of neighborhood
improvement projects and worked as
tutors in Belleville schools. Its
director, Jody Lauf, earns $23,000 a
year.

“Obviously this is taxpayer mon-
ey that is going into the project, but
it's a program in which taxpavers
can actually see things that are being
accomplished,” Lauf said.

Wallace said he didn’t plan how
10 obtain equipment — such as gar-
den tractors and back hoes — when
he wrote the project’s grant applica-
tion.

“We thought the city and state
would help us out with things. but
we found the opposits to be true.” h.
said.

Much of the $30,000 allocated for

Belleville (Ill.) News-Demaocra:



DIRECTOR: Don Wailace

equipment and supplies was spent
on gasoline and other expenses.
Wallace said. Last week. onlv $500
of that moneyv remained and is
reserved for emergencies.

“We never anticipated being short
of equipment this late into the pro-
ject.” he said. ““We have had te figh:
for everything we get.”

Wallace said thart despite the faii-
ures, he is proud of the way the pro-
gram’s workers have adapied.

“They nave worked hard and hav2
been wiiling o leamn.” he said.

James Pace. 40, or East St. Lous
said he s proud of the masier zar-
dener’s certificate ne zammed i the
program after attending u 1Z-wesx
course 2t Southern Iilinois Universi-
tv at Edwardsville.

“it's hord maiing ends meet on
minimum wage. “ui it'’s been worth
it.” said Pace. wie pians o start 2
landscaping business.

Mike S x. 48, of East St. Louis
sald criicism of the program’s
$27.000 per worker estimated cost is
unwarranted.

“That ain't no mwonev for what
we're doing,” Smith said last wesk
while using a chainsaw o cur Tee
limbs in Kerneth Hail Park.

Wallace said the srogram spould
not be ‘udged on its accompil
ments but on how it has bexn:Iited
the participants.

“These people have iearned

sh-

a hard job it is to piant a gurden.” e
said. “They uare bertter off for i, It's
petter than having them on welfare
's it Demer o be amuny around -fomng
2othing or nicing oo resh)”
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AmeriCorps waste

Today on the front page we update the Ameri-
Corps projects in the metro-east. Read it and weep.

The stories confirm what many people suspect-
ed: AmeriCorps is a blatant waste of taxpayers’
money. a feel-good social program that doesn’t
even accomplish that. The East St. Louis project
is such a disaster that even its director. Don
Wallace. considers it a disappointment. (Of course
he’s still getting his $45.000 salary and additional
benefits.)

The problems with the East St. Louis program
were obvious from the week the program started
without tools for the workers. “Don’t judge us by
what we are now. Come back in a vear and see,”
Rufus Williams. co-director of the program. told us
in October. After nine months. we've seen more
than enough.

The workers sat in a classroom and got paid for
doing nothing in January. Now. when they couid be
working. the program is almost out of moneyv and
Wallace is ready to lay off most of them. Not that it
matters. Thev've accomplished virtually nothing in
the time in between. Thev never did get al! the
equipment they needed. (Wallace now admits he
failed 1¢ plan for equipment when he wrotc the
application for the $658.000 grant.) A few gardens.

most of them overgrown. are the corps’ most visi-
ble legacy.

The Belleville project is better run. and it at least
accomplished some worthwhile things, like tutor-
ing students and renovating a building in the
Franklin Neighborhood. But was it worth
$373.000? Not in our view. This work would have
gotten done. with or without AmeriCorps.

The national picture is equally bleak. Overhead
in some programs is as high as 50 percent. The cost
of each worker. originally estimated at $13.000 to
$13.000. is now set at $27.000 in a report by the
nonpartisan General Accounting Office.

At this point the best thing Congress can do is cut
the losses and refuse to fund it next year. Ameri-
Corps is budgeted at $376 million this year. Presi-
dent Clinton wants to throw away S373 millior on
it next year. Let’s not.

If by some chance AmeriCorps returns for anctn-
er vear. the federal government needs to promis2 it
will not fund the East St. Louis program. Wallace
plans to apply again. this time to plant trees instcad
of zardens. He wants to make East St. Louis a tree
capital of Americu. After the waste and misman-
agement this vear, it would be a travesty 10 award
him one more dime of the taxpayers™ money.



By Joel Berg

The recent article by George
Pawlaczyk — and accompanying
editorial and cartoon — on the
USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps pro-
jects in East St. Louis and Belleville
contained many serious inaccuracie
and omigsions. .

Last fall, your paper also ran &
negative article on the project —

‘also by Pawlaczyk — that inaccu-
rately reported that the program
started without the proper tools and
that misquoted AmeriCorps mem-
bers.

Subsequent to publication of that
original story, my staff and I each
made individual site visits to the
project. We discovered firsthand that
the project is “getting things done”
while strengthening the communi-
ties, expanding educational opportu-
nity and encouraging personal
responsibility. : z

When [ learned a number of
weeks apo that Pawlaczyk was

aring another story on the pro-.
ject, I called him imomediately. Upon
my request, he called me at home
that Sunday and we spoke for over
an hour In our conversation, be
admitted the bias of both himself
‘and his editor, saying that neither of
them personeily belicve that East St.
Louis pecds either more gardens or
moere rees.

It seemed clear he had made up
his mind that the whole idea was stu-
pid and that bis article wonld say so.
regardless of the facts presented by
myself or anyone else. Still, at a few
points during our conversation, he
admitted that he had misunderstood
a few things about the program and
that he would correct those issues;
unfortunately, his final article
included almost all of his original,
rmistaken ideas.

For example, during our conver-
sation, Pawlaczyk admitted he knew
that preliminary cost estimates
teaked 10 the media by congression-
al opponents of AmeriCorps were
false, yet he included these numbers
in his article as if they were fact. The
truth is that cach USDA AmeriCorps
member in Southern lilinois costs
federal taxpayers a2 maximum of

$21.000 per year. including 2 54,725
educational award 10 be used to pay

AmeriCorps cove

Wednesday, August 9, 1995 Page 4A

for college or job training. This per-
member figure is 56,000 less per
year then the figure reported by your
newspaper.

. In addition, the article and editor-
ial both:

Exaggerated the cost of the pro-

ject by at least $48,000.

» Severely undemreported the
amount, thc complexity. success,
and the importance of the communi-
ty service tasks performed.

+ Failed to report that food grown
in the community gardens has been
used to help feed hundreds of low-

.income families.

s Incosrectly failed to describe the
vital planning, outreach and educa-
tion service provided by the Ameri-
Corps members throughout the win-
ter.

"+ Fabricated untrue stories that
AmeriCorps members were paid for
quitting early on hot days.

+ Claimed etrroncously that the
project did not have the required
tools and cquipment

» Cocofused the reality that the
members arc successfully complet-
ing the program and thus officially
terinating  their term of service
during the summer with the false

_notion that they are somchow being

laid off.
The truth is that the AmeriCorps

members worked hard throughout .

the year providing vital services to
the peopie of East St. Louis and
Belleville.  The project correctly
speat the budget ellotted to it. The
truth is that the people of both
Belleviilc and East St. Louis are
benefiting greatly from AmeriCorps.

In our comversation. Pawlaczyk

promised his article would include -

full coverage of the flood-relief
work pcrformcd by the. USD.A
AmeriCorps ¢rew serving In
Belleville. However, his lengthy arti-
cle only included ome sentence on
flood relief. I believe his article did
not seriously describe the flood
relief work for two reasons: 1)
describing such obviously worth-

while work would underminc his

assignment to prove AmeriCorps
was a “boondoggle.” and 2} focusing
on Belleviile — where your paper’s
readers live — would allow your
teaders to learn for themselves that
the article was inaccurate.

rage unfair:

Had the article been fair, it would -

have reported that the USDA Ameri-

Corps crew based in Belleville stabi- -

lized 4,000 feet of stream and land
adjoining Bluff Road, which suf-

fered from massive flooding in:

1993. Among other things. the

. AmeriCorps members surveyed the

area, drew enYineering charts,

removed trees that would interfere.

with the stabilization work, cut out.
ditches and removed silt, and placed..

“filter fabric” and ‘Hip rap” in the

stream to prevent future flooding.

and erosion. This servicc was per- :

formed far more cheaply by the’

AmeriCorps crew than if it had been

performed by government employ-

ees Ot private coutractors.

Pawlaczyk also failed to report a -

very moving story from my site vis-
it 1o the project. which I related to

. him. In June, [ traveled 1o a project

site-in Centreville, where the Ameni-

Corps members were working to.

create a park o land that had been
donated

a mother in memory of

her son, wha had been receatly shot.

On that day, a mostly white group
of sbout 15 voluateers from the sev-
cnth and eighth grades from St.
Phillips Church worked alongside
the mostly Africap-Amcncan

.AmeriCorps members. Together,

they constructed an entire play-

ground for that new park. This day

provided an inspiring testament not
only to AmeriCorps’ ability to bring
people together across racial lines,

but to AmeriCorps’ success at boost-,

ing local voluntecr efforts and
empowering local communities,

The true facts are clear. Ameri-
Corps is cost-effective. AmeriCorps
rewards work instead of weclfare,
AmeriCorps renews the spirit of
community involvement that made
this nation great.

[ simply hope that when the
News-Detmnocrat covers this issue in
the future. it reports the facts — aad
only the facts,

{Joel Berg Is director of nation-
al service for the U.S, Department
of Agriculture.)
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Bashmg AmeriCorps
At a meeting of the East St,
Louis Area Ecogystems Council, 1
was handed a copy of the Aug. 9
guest viewpoint. It was by Joel
Berg of the U.S. Department of

1 b ,‘013"1-1?'”
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As along time metro-cast resi-
dent, why was I not surprised? I

. expected the News-Democrat posi-

tion in the anu-C!mton—AmenCmps

political cadtoon and also,in their

editarial, but for. them 1o take that
“boondoggle! slant in the front-

- Dage News stmrymthﬂEastSL
* Louis AmeriCorps and-thex have

the companion article on the

. Belleville AmeriCorps suggesnng
* how much better Belleville does-"

things, well, that may set well w:th
tthushImeaugh crowd, but I ¢ .-

_'don’t see. anyPuInzer m_]oumalxsm
! forthcoming. . ¢

I had not rwd the’ ongmal amc}e.,i'

soaﬂafhcommcﬂmectmg, I went -
toﬂachbrmymlmht‘up Yunsec-—

L

I\
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