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Mr. Joel Berg 
USDA Room 213 
14th & Independence 
Washington, DC. 20250 

February 17, 1994 

Dear Mr. Berg: 

I am a young man 31 years of age and have devoted the last 
four years of my life developing a Community and Recreation 
Center for the underprivileged children of this area. 

I gave up a promising career in teaching and coaching, left 
the Army Reserve, packed by bags and moved back to 
Mississippi in an effort to "do the right thing" and it 
got me no where. I was told by the "leaders" of this 
community that if I moved back home they would do all 
things necessary to assist with this project. Not so!! 

I now feel that I must have been the most naive and 
gullable person on earth to think that this would have  been 
an easy task. After having gone through all of the  "proper" 
channels, I felt that the Center would be  up and in  full 
operation within several months. We did our surveys, need 
assessments, and just about everything that was needed to 
be done and still, no cigar! 

Being that I could not afford to move again, I continued to 
work on this project and after about two and one half 
years, I finally began to get support. To my surprise, a 
great deal of it came from others in the community. 

One company donated and installed $38,500.00 worth of 
equipment to what is now known as the Greenwood Community 
and Recreation Center, Inc., then others followed! 
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My disappointment is that it took others to come to the 
aid of this organization, when I know that there are 
groups in our own community that are capable of assisting 
us. 

At what point in time do we do for ourselves? Maybe no 
group had the money to fully supply the equipment but we do 
have carpenters, plumbers and a host of other skilled 
laborers in our community that could have volunteered and I 
did ask! 

Now, we at the Greenwood Community Center are doing the 
things that I felt we should have done years ago. We serve 
hundreds of youths, young adults and seniors through a 
variety of activities. Even though we still have a long 
journey ahead of us, we know that we are moving in the 
right direction. 

This goes to show what can be done when one keeps his "eyes 
on the prize." 

Si rely, 

(:::) 
,--

L rry Jol ison, 
Executive Director 
Greenwood Community 
and Recreation Center, Inc. 

Encl. 
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A. Description of Agency 

The Greenwood Community and Recreation Center Inc., is a 
non-profit (501-C-3 Status) organization established in 
1991, in Greenwood, Ms. It serves the Greenwood and Leflore 
County area and is committed to the task of providing a 
wholesome environment with a variety of educational and 
social activities, which: 

(1) helps the participant to develop a 
philosophy of self-awareness 
contributes to their development of 
cooperation and patience, and 

(--1) increases their knowledge and skills 
with matters concerning life. 

B. Description of the Project 

The purpose of the Greenwood Community and Recreation 
Center Inc., is to provide a facility with a wholesome 
environment that promotes the importance of life, 
discipline and physical fitness for those who are among the 
increase of drug abuse, violence in the homes and streets, 
and the many changes of society. 

The program accomplishes this by servinq young adults, 
youth and senior citizens through a series of activities 
which includes: tutoring, aerobics, karate, weight lifting, 
qame rooms, health fairs, group services and other 
educational related activities that motivates them to 
become productive citizens in our society. 

-. Targeted Group 

The G.C.R.C. provides services to: 

1. Youth Ages 6 to 18 

2. Young Adults 

Senior Citizens 

4. Demonstrate a program that will combat the problems 
among our youth. (drugs and violence) 
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After-school tutoring program 
will target at-risk students 

ARRY JOHNSON INSTRUCTS TEACHERS AT A WORKSHOP 
rhe teachers will tutor students in an after-school program 

By DEBBIE INGRAM LONG 
News Editor 

Larry Johnson, executive 
director of the Greenwood Com-
munity and Recreation Center, 
hopes a new after-school tutoring 
program will make a difference. 

With the types of problems 
we're having with kids today — 
kids who go home right after 
school and their parents are still 
at work — they can get into 
trouble," said Johnson. 

`They're not going straight 
home after school. They go to the 
parks and there's peer pressure 
and they're forced to do other 
things." 

Keeping kids off the streets 
and out of trouble is certainly  

one goal of the Leflore County 
School Age Child Care and Edu-
cation Program. But another 
goal of the pilot program is to 
provide extra tutoring for those 
elementary students who need it. 

The new program is a joint 
effort sponsored by Greenwood 
Public Schools, the C,ommunity 
and Recreation Center, and the 
Mississippi Cooperative Exten-
sion Service. 

We have 50 children signed 
up," said Johnson, who is the 
project director. It's a replica of 
a Greenville program which has 
177 children at two sites. 

We're starting out with stu-
dents from the W.C. Williams 
Elementary School, but we hope 
to one day be like Greenville's  

and have all elementary schoolF 
involved." 

The Greenville program 
includes at-risk students in 
grades one through four. Green-
wood will target third- and 
fourth-graders. 

"Our focus is on becoming pro-
ductive," Johnson said. We want 
them to feel successful and go on 
to be goed productive citizens 
and feel good about themselves." 

Parents of selected students 
can register their children Feb. 
18, Feb. 21, Feb. 22, or Feb. 25 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 
Williams school or the recreation 
center. 

The program begins March 1. 
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Mr. Larry Johnson 
Executive Director 
Greenwood Community 

Recreation Center, Inc. 
P. O. BOX 416 
Greenwood, Ms. 38930 

Dear Larry: 

• 

I.t was interesting speaking with you yesterday. We at National 
Picture & Frame Co. are sending a check for $1,000. As we 
discussed, $250 of this will go to sponsor one basketball team 
and the balance is to be used at your discretion, but preferably 
to assist in helping young people financially, by subsidizing 
their annual dues. 

Larry, you are for real and we appreciate what you contribute to 
this community's youth. 

Betty and I will be out to see your operation within the next 
week or so, and at that time we can discuss some wall decor that 
might enhance your facility. 

Good Luck and God Bless! 

• 

Sincerely, 

NAT ONAL PICTURE & F C . 

C 
, 
Jesse C. Luxton 
President 

JCL/nc 

Encl. 
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Church gets grant money 
The Rev. Bernard Handy with the Quitman County Development 
Organization hands a check for $1,000 to Israel Robinson, chair of 
deacons at McKinley Chapel Church. Larry "Kite" Johnson with the 
Greenwood Community and Recreation Center is also pictured. The 
mini-grant will be used to provide recreation center scholarships to 
children in six area churches. The children must attend Sunday 
Schooi and church services, keep grades up and stay out of trouble 
in order to keep their recreation center memberships. Twenty child-
ren will be chosen from each church in the fund-matching program. 
The Rev. C.H. Fieming is pastor of McKinley Chapel Church. 
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SorolilY holcls Founders ,Oa\ 
3reenwood-ttta Bena Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
ity inc. and the sorprity's Eta Alpha Chapter recently celebrated 
der's Day with a prbgram and service at Wesley United Method-
lurch. Larry "Kite" Johnson was presented an award for merttor-
,ommunity service through his work with the Greenwood Corn-
y and Recreation Center. An aftemoon program at the Ramada 
Itured speaker Lois J. Gilder, southern regional director, and 
. Thigpen of Mississippi University for Women, soloist. Delta I Theta alumnae and guests are, above from left, front, Willie 
.4.irham, Jean Hall, Lois Giider, Leafie Austin, Elsie Jerdine, lris 
ni; second row, a friend of Lois Gilder, Alma Henderson and 

Collier; third row, Vernita Woodfork, Rene Slackshire, Yolan- I- . . _. - .. __ _ 
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Talking about kids 
Jim Prim* 

Larry Johnson, who runs the Community and Recreation Cen-ter, primarily a Greenwood youth organization dedicated to keeping kids out of trouble, speaks to a citizens group Tuesday night. He showed the group, Greenwood Taxpayers for Good Government, some weapons he'd collected during the past few 

• I 

months at the entrance to the center. Among those ttems was the brass knuckles in his hand. Johnson also told the group how successful the program had become in providing a decent place for youths and aduits alike to gather. 
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Greenwood sk 
eian charged 
in dru2 raid 
Greenwood, Miss., Sunday, November 15, 1992 

Alum 
Lawmen raided a Greenwood 

uorne Friday night and arrested 
a man on felony marijuana pos-
session charges. 

Dale Johnson, 32, of 129 Lon-
gino St. was charged with pos-
session of more than an ounce of 
marijuana with intent to dietri-
bute, according to Assistant 
Police Chief Henry Burden. 

Dale Johnaon sharee the home 
with his brother Larry "Kite" 
Johnson, director of the Green-
wood Community and Recreation 
Center. Larry Johnson wee home 
at the time of the raid but was 
not arrested. The house is owned 
by the Johmions' mother and 
other relatives. 

B said Dale Johnson 
claiinii51.7 r... ship of the three-
quartieuf a pound of marijuana 
found in plaatic bags in the 
home. 

Onoof pre® time, Dale Johnaon 
t posted bond, which was 

t $7,600. He was being held 
e Leflore County Jail. 

Burden said the smell of mari-
juana was prevalent in the house 
when law enforcement officers 
entered. Larry Johneon and an 
unidentified woman in the home 
were not arrested be-..suse they 
did not have drugs in their pas-
sesaion, Burden said. 

Contacted Saturday night at 
the community center, Larry 
Johnson said he has "nothing to 
hide." 

He said he had no knowledge 
of hia brother's allegedly illegal 
activities. 

"It had been rumored about 
what (iny bruther) was involved 
in," he said. "I was aware of the 
nunor, but I never saw him do 
anything and 1 had no firsthand 
knowledge of his activities." 

Johnson said he and his 
brother have separate living 
quarters. 

'The way the living arrange-
ments were set up, there were 
two different entrances to the  

Loupe," he aaid. n'he area the 
(police) came through waa the 
front where my brother lives. I 
live in the back of the house. If 
you knock on his door, there is 
no wey for me to hear it where I 
am." 

Authorities had suspected 
drugs were being sold from the 
reaidence, Burden said. Earlier 
in the evening, an undercover 
agent purchased some mar41uana 
at the houae. 

Burden declined to say who 
sold the agent the marijuana. 

Officials obtained a search 
warrant and returned to the 
houee at about 8 p.m. 

According to Burden, four 
Greenwood police officera, an 
agent from the state Bureau of 
Narcotics and one from the state 
Highway Patrol busted through 
the door of the, 
no one maide.would o 
three offered no resistance once 
the authorities were inaide, Bur-
den said. 

Larry Johnson identified the 
woman as his fiancee, He said 
they were in his room when he 
heard loud noises coming from 
the front of the house. 

"When I opened my door to 
see what was going on, I was 
ordered to lie down on the floor," 
he aaicL 

He said he is not worried 
about his reputation in the 
community. 

"I feel totally vindicated. My 
tencern is not for me but for my 
brother," Larry Johnson said. 

He said it will be "business as-
usual" at the center. 

"After the police questioned 
me and told me they had 
nothing on me, I left and held a 
function at the center as 
planned," he said. "Nothing has 
changed. For those in the com-
munity who have supported me, 
they will still be there. 

• 
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