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USDA/AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

lalllrafliJ]I 
In many rural areas, the lack of an established water system and domestic fire hydrants can 
impair a fire department's ability to do its job quickly and efficiently. Many fire departments 
have chosen to develop a water hauling or "shuttle" procedure. Tanker trucks are used to 
carry large amounts of water to the fire scene to deliver a continuous supply of water. The 
success of this system is relative to the distance the trucks must travel to refill. A dry hydrant 
system provides a solution to the problem of distant fill-up points. 

USDA/AmeriCorps members are working with the Natural Resources Conservation Service in 
Louisiana to plan, survey, and coordinate the installation of over 2,000 dry fire hydrants in 
rural areas through the Louisiana Statewide Dry Fire Hydrant Program. 

Louisiana Statewide Dry Fire Hydrant Program 
Over 2,000 dry fire hydrants are being installed across Louisiana to help improve rural fire 
protection and rural road maintenance through the Louisiana Statewide Dry Hydrant (SWDH) 
program. The SWDH program was funded through a $996,984 grant to Trailblazer Resource 
Conservation and Development, Inc., from the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
using oil overcharge funds from the Stripper Will Settlement as approved by the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Local units of government and local volunteer fire departments will 
provide in-kind matching funds in the form of equipment and labor for installations. Materials 
for dry hydrants average $1,000-$1,500 per hydrant. 

What is a Dry Hydrant? 
A dry hydrant is a non-pressurized pipe system permanently installed in existing bodies of 
water (lakes, ponds, streams, etc.) to provide a means of suctioning water into a tank truck. 
One end of the dry hydrant protrudes out of the ground to give tanker trucks a hose 
connection. The other end is composed of a strainer submerged in the pond or stream to draw 
water directly through the system. The dry hydrant system gives tanker trucks access to 
ponds and streams from the main road and ends the necessity of going all the way back to the 
starting point for a refill. 

Water Shuttle 
In a water hauling operation, the time it takes to fill the tanker, the distance the tanker has to 
travel to the fire, and the time it takes to discharge the water from the tanker are critical 
elements in rural fire protection. Time saved on any one of the above points will increase the 
amount of water that can be hauled to the fire. Dry hydrants, properly located, can 
substantially reduce travel time from a water source to the fire. 

Some departments are using the system in the following manner: when a fire alarm is 
received, equipment is dispatched on a pre-planned basis determined by such things as fire 
flow needs, hazards involved, water supply available, etc. One tanker and one pumper 
respond to the fire. The pumper begins the fire attack with water from its booster tank. The 
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first responding tanker may act as a "nurse" tanker, or may set up a portable drop tank and 
begin discharging its load of water into the drop tank. The water in the tanker can be 
transferred to the portable drop tank at a rate of approximately 1,000 gallons per minute. As 
soon as the tanker is empty, it immediately heads to the water supply. In the meantime, 
another fire department pumper has responded to the water supply, connected to the dry 
hydrant, and primed its pump. When the empty tanker arrives as the water supply, the 
pumper is ready to fill the tanker. The refilled tanker returns to the fire site, discharges its 
water, and the cycle is repeated. 

lf0:l£flrl:illllnlfl.fl•! 
Saves Lives and Property 
The most important benefit of the installation of dry hydrants in rural areas is the increased 
capability of firefighters to save lives and property. Eight structures have been directly saved 
because a dry hydrant was near the fire or because no pressurized hydrants were in the area . 
Ten structures were indirectly saved when grass fires and forest fires were contained with the 

use of _dry .hydrants •.................................................................................................................. ............. 
I During a hard freeze in February 1996, Concordia Parish (Vidalia and Ferriday, : 
! Louisiana) lost electricity so pressurized hydrants were not accessible for fire 
! protection. Dry hydrants were used for the three fires encountered 
j throughout the power failure . The Concordia Parish Fire District was thankful 
1 for .the. use. of the . dry .. hydrants, .as. well. as. neighboring. fire . districts . ..................... ! 
................................................................. .... ....................................... .. .. .. .... .... .... ................................................ 

! In . DeSoto .. Parish, .. Louisiana, .dry_ hydrants. were .used. to. save. two. saw. mills ....... J 
... ................ .... ... ............................... ...... .... ........................ .............. ............ .......... ............ .... .. ........................................................................................................ .. ... .... ... .... .... .... .. 

! In . lberia .. Parish, .. Louisiana, . a .dry hydrant . was. used. to .. contain .a .. structure . fire ... .! 
....... .......... .......... ............... ............................................................................................. ........................................................................ 

! In February 1996, Ward 4 Fire Protection District in Jackson Parish, Louisiana,! 
! used water drawn from a dry hydrant to extinguish an approximately ten-acre ! 
; grass fire, which was endangering a nearby dwelling. Due to the proximity of ! 
[the .hydrant. to .the. fire, . the .fire. did. not. harm .the. building ... ...................................... .l 
......................................................................................................................................................... 
i In April 1997, Ward 4 Fire Protection District in Jackson Parish, Louisiana, got i 
: another chance to utilize their dry hydrants to extinguish a woods fire. They : 

! were . able .to. save. three. homes. from. destruction ........................................................... ! 

! In Beauregard Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant was used to contain a forest ; 
! fire .that .was .threatening to. endanger .surrounding .homes ........................................ J 
·······································-·-·-······-·-·-·-·-···-·-·-···-·-···-·······-·-·································································· . . 
I In Vermilion Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant was used to contain a barn fire 
! which. was. located. near .two .houses, .. a. barn,. and .. a greenhouse· ........................... .. ) 

......................................................................................................................................................... . . 
I In. DeSoto. Parish, .. Louisiana, .a. dry .hydrant .was .used .to. contain .a. house .fire ...... . 
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................ .... .... .......................... ........ .... .. ................ .......... ........... ............. ... ........ .......... .. ............ ... 

i In Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant is used on a continuous basis for 

! training .area. volunteer. firefighters •.................................................................................... 

i Numerous brush fires and woods fires throughout Louisiana were contained i 
! with the use of dry hydrants before the fires caused destruction to ! 
! surrounding homes .and . buildings •...................................................................................... .! 

It is estimated that during a recent six-month period , property valued at an estimated 
$730,000 was saved by containing fires with the use of dry hydrants. By the year 2000, it is 
projected that property valued at over $5 million will have been saved because of the use of 
dry hydrants. 

Decrease in Fire Classification Rating 
Fire insurance premiums for each area are based on a classification determined by the Property 
Insurance Association of Louisiana (PIAL). The classification PAIL assigns depends on each 
area's abi lity to fight fires . Areas with no fire departments are given a class 10 rating . As the 
fire-fighting capability increases, the rating decreases. Higher training levels and better 
equipment are among the ways this can be accomplished. For example, if a fire department 
can demonstrate the ability to pump 250 gallons of water per minute for two hours at a fire 
scene, the area's fire classification rating could potentially decrease to a six or seven. Dry fire 
hydrants play an important role in such a demonstration in rural areas. 

Based on information collected through interviews of fire chiefs of volunteer fire departments 
participating in the dry fire hydrants program in rural Louisiana, the installations of dry fire 
hydrant s are a contributing factor in affecting the district's fire classification rating in one of 
two ways, either ( 1) the fire rating will drop one or two points, or (2) the fire rating wi ll be 
maintained at the current level and will not go up a point. This decrease in fi re classification 
rat ing or maintenance of a rating significantly influences the insurance premiums of 
homeowners in these rural communities. 

It is important to note that most major insurance companies will not issue fire insurance 
coverage for homes located in fire classification 10 or 9 areas. Therefore, it is reasonable to 
predict that the installation of dry fire hydrants in rural Louisiana will contribute significantly to 
the abilit y of homeowners to acquire affordable fire insurance. 

Insurance Premium Savings 
........................................................................................................................................................ 
In Jackson Parish, Louisiana, the Quitman Fire Protection District successfully ! 
conducted a water shuttle demonstration using a dry hydrant for PIAL. This : 
shuttle enabled the district to improve their property insurance rating from a 9 l 
to. an. 8 , .. leading. to .a. 21.% .drop in. commercial. insurance.premiums ....................... .l 
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··· ·· ···· ········ ·· -·· -··· ···· ········· ·· ········ ·· ···· ··· ·· ············ ······ ···· ···· ·· ·· ······ ····· ··· ····· ······· ·· ···· ······· ·· ······· ·· ----- --- ---
! In Natchitoches Parish Fire District 7, dry fire hydrants are contributing to a 
! fire insurance rating reduction from a class 10 to a class 7. A homeowner in 
; Fire District 7 w ith a brick house worth $100,000 can expect the insurance 
; premium with a class 10 f ire rating to be $1,940/year. The premium for the 
; same house with a class 7 rating is significantly reduced to $1,086/year. This 
i is a savings of $854/year for the homeowner. This is a 44% reduction from 

i the _original _premium •...... .. ..................................................................... ..................... .. .. ... ... .. 

The following table demonstrates the money saved or lost and the percentage change in rural 
homeowners' insurance premiums when fire classification ratings change: 

Premium Change as a Result of Fire Classification Rating Change 

Table data based on fire classification ratings/premiums for a $50,000 house in Lecompte, 
Rapides Parish, Louisiana (see Appendix A). 

Present Fire Classification Rating/Premium 

Future Fire 10 9 8 7 
Classification 

Rating/Premium $1,059.00 $797.00 $622.00 $523.00 

10 0 $262 $437 $536 
(+33%) ( + 70%) (+102%) 

$1,059.00 

I 

9 -$262 0 
I 

$175 $274 
(-25%) ( + 28%) ( + 52%) 

$797.00 

8 -$437 -$175 0 $99 
(-41 %) (-22%) (+ 19%) 

$622.00 

7 -$536 -$274 -$99 0 
(-51%) (-34%) (-16%) 

$523.00 

Based on the above table, the prediction can be made that when the Lecompte Volunteer Fire 
Department receives a fire rating reduction from a 9 to an 8, the rural homeowner of a 
$50,000 home will save $175 a year or 22 percent on their homeowners' insurance. Yet, if 
that fire rating was to increase from an 8 to a 9, the homeowner would see a $175 or 28 
percent increase in their homeowners insurance premium (see Appendix A). 
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Projected Savings 
Population data was collected on the number of rural homeowners living in all parishes in 
Louisiana from 1990 U.S. Census information. Figures were compiled for the number of rural 
homeowners in the parishes participating in the dry fire hydrants program. The results 
indicated that 638,042 homeowners will reap significant financial benefits because of t he 
installation of dry hydrants in their communities. As stated previously, fire chiefs estimate at 
least a one point drop in their fire rating with the installation of dry hydrants as a contributing 
factor. Based on the table above, if 638,042 rural Louisiana homeowners live in a fire district 
that receives a one point rate decrease from a 9 to an 8, they could save $111,657,350 in 
one year on insurance premium costs (the value of the homes, number of points changed in 
fire classification ratings, and insurance premium rates will vary from fire district to fire 
district). 

Other Benefits 
Other benefits of dry fire hydrants include conservation of limited water storage for drinking 
water and the use of natural, unprocessed water for road maintenance. 

Following is a letter submitted to the editor of a local newspaper from D. J. Brown, Chief, 
District 8, DeSoto Parish , Louisiana 

Dry hydrants are worth their weight in gold. We found out in May of 1996. One of 
the first dry hydrants we installed was on a spring-fed pond on Highway 509, about 
2.5 miles from the Broadway Saw Mill. little did we know that we would use these 
dry hydrants two times in the next three weeks. 

The first fire call came in the second week of May, one week after we had installed our 
dry hydrant. When we arrived at the scene, the sawmill was over half involved in fire. 
We knew that this was going to be a water shuttle fire, so we sent 812, our LDH 
pumper straight to the Highway 509 dry fire hydrant to set up. But this time, unlike 
before, with other structure fires, we only sent the driver instead of the driver and at 
least five other firefighters. 

What was the difference? Simply this: a six-inch dry hydrant. That's right! Instead of 
having to hook up 30 feet of heavy hard suction pipe, have three firefighters put it in 
the pond, find a bucket to tie the end of the strainer to keep it from dragging bottom, 
pull the hard suction pipe back to the pumper to hook up and prime, and finally start to 
pump, now all we have to do is put our pumper 8 feet from the hydrant end, hook up 
just one section of pipe, prime, and pump, pump, pump! 

The second fire was at the same location, two weeks later. A large wood scrap ship 
pile was fully involved, and the wind was forcing it back towards the mill. Again, we 
sent our 812 pumper straight to the dry hydrant, and within 5 minutes it was primed 
and ready to pump. The f irst fire we pumped 40,000 gallons of water, the second fire 
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we pumped 70,000 gallons of water. 

In May we needed to test our 1250 pumpers, so again we went to a newly installed dry 
hydrant and tested our trucks. Both trucks we tested pumped over 1,350 gallons per 
minute each. 

Another advantage I noticed was the ability of a dry hydrant to out-perform the rural 
town hydrant systems. Take for example in my hometown, the hydrant system was 
installed sometime in the 1950's. It only has a four-inch supply line and several miles 
of pipe. For us this meant that our water supply was limited to 200 to 400 gallons per 
minute, and that our pressure would be between 20 and 40 psi. The psi is supplied by 
a pump at the water tank which means that should you lose power, then the hydrant 
system would have very little pressure. With a dry hydrant you don't need any 
electricity, a one-man set up is all that is required, there is little or no friction loss, and 
only 20 to 100 feet of hard suction pipe is needed. 

The dry hydrant is truly a multi-purpose hydrant. This is why we at Fire District 8 say 
that dry hydrants are WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLDI! 

Police juries and volunteer fire departments work with USDA/AmeriCorps members to plan, 
survey and install dry fire hydrants. This local volunteer effort is reflected by 40,919 hours 
of community time donated to this effort at a value of $1,529,002.40. 

Following is a progress report of dry hydrant installations in Louisiana: 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts Installed Installed in 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes by District Parish 

Acadia Parish 52 20 

Acadia Fire District 1 6 

Acadia Fire District 8 2 

Acadia Fire Protection District 3 
3 

Acadia Parish Fire District 5 4 

Eunice Fire Department 2 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Fire Protection District 6 

Allen Parish 35 

Elton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Oberlin Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Elizabeth Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Fire Protection District 4 

Oakdale Fire Department 

Allen Fire Protection District 
2, Ward 3 

Grant Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Ascension Parish 35 

Assumption Parish 35 

Avoyelles Parish I 35 

Avoyelles Fire Protection 
District 2, Subdistrict 8 

Beauregard Parish 35 

Beauregard Fire District 1 

Beauregard Fire District 2 

Beauregard Fire District 3 

Beauregard Fire District 3A 

7 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

3 

34 

8 

2 

1 

1 

7 

12 

3 

i 

0 

0 

6 

6 

35 

6 

3 

7 

5 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Beauregard Fire District 4 

Merryville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Bienville Parish 10 

Bienville Fire District 6 

Bienville Ward 1 & 2 Fire 
District 

Bienville Ward 7 Fire 
Protection District 

Bossier Parish 10 

Benton Fire District 4 

Bossier Fire District 2 

I 
Bossier Fire District 6 ' 

East Central Bossier Fire 
Protection District 1 

Caddo Parish 48 

Caddo Parish Fire District 2 

Caddo Parish Fire District 3 

Caddo Parish Fire District 4 

Caddo Parish Fire District 6 

Caddo Parish Fire District 7 

Caddo Parish Fire District 8 

Calcasieu Parish 35 

8 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

8 

6 

10 

5 

2 

3 

9 

2 

2 

3 

2 
! 

42 

10 

1 

9 

3 

8 

11 

35 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Carlyss Volunteer Fire 
Department 

DeQuincy Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Hayes Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Houston River Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Iowa Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Lake Charles Fire Department 

Starks Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Vinton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Westlake Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Caldwell Parish 35 

Caldwell Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Cameron Parish 35 

Cameron Fire District 1 

Cameron Fire District 7 

Cameron Fire District 9 

Cameron Fire District 11 

Cameron Fire District 14 

Klondike Volunteer Fire 
Department 

9 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

6 

8 

3 

5 

30 

30 

34 

4 

3 

9 

3 

11 

4 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Catahoula Parish 35 

Maitland Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Manifest Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Claiborne Parish 10 

Claiborne Fire Protection 
District 4 

Concordia Parish 35 

Concordia Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

DeSoto Parish 58 

DeSoto Fire District 1 

DeSoto Fire District 2 

DeSoto Fire District 3 

DeSoto Fire District 5 

DeSoto Fire District 8 

East Baton Rouge 35 
Parish 

East Carroll Parish 12 

East Feliciana 35 
Parish 

10 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

10 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45 

12 

5 

2 

7 

19 

0 

0 

0 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Evangeline Parish 30 

Mamou Fire Protection 
District 1 

Pine Prairie Area Fire 
Protection District 

Ville Platte Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Ward 5 Fire Protection 
District 

Franklin Parish 59 

I Liddieville Volunteer Fire 
I Department 

Fort Necessity Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Turkey Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Grant Parish 43 

District 5 VFD 

Grant Fire District 1 

Grant Fire District 3 

Grant Fire District 7 

Tullos Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Iberia Parish 35 

Iberia Parish Fire District 1 

11 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

17 

4 

7 

2 

4 

15 

I 6 

4 

5 

I 

20 

5 

4 

3 

5 

3 

35 

35 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Iberville Parish 35 

Jackson Parish 18 

Hodge Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Jackson Fire District 6 

Quitman Fire Protection 
District 1 

Ward 4 Fire Protection 
District 

Jefferson Parish 4 

Jefferson Fire Districts 1 & 2 

Jefferson Davis 35 
Parish 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 1 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 2 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 3 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 4 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 5 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 6 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 7 

Lafayette Parish 27 

Carencro Fire Department 

12 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

0 

10 

2 

1 

1 

6 

4 

4 

35 

1 

8 

2 

10 

3 

9 

2 

8 

1 

SEPTEMBER 4, I 996 



USDA/AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Duson Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Judice Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Milton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Youngsville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Lafourche Parish 37 

Lafourche Fire District 1 

Lafourche Fire District 2 

Lafourche Fire District 6 

Lafourche Fire District 7 
I 
I 

LaSalle Parish 0 

Lincoln Parish 10 

Livingston Parish 35 

Livingston Fire District 1 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
8 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
10 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
11 

Livingston Volunteer Fire 
Department 

13 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

2 

2 

2 

1 

17 

7 

4 

3 

3 

0 

0 

18 

9 

2 

2 

4 

1 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Madison Parish 35 

Madison Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Morehouse Parish 12 

Natchitoches 29 
Parish 

Natchitoches Fire District 1 

Natchitoches Fire District 2 
I 

[ Natchitoches Fire District 3 
! ' 
' ' 

Natchitoches Fire District 6 

Natchitoches Fire District 7 

Natchitoches Fire District 8 

Natchitoches Fire District 9 

Orleans Parish 52 

Ouachita Parish 35 

Plaquemines Parish 35 

Pointe Coupee 35 
Parish 

Pointe Coupee Fire District 1 

14 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

35 

35 

0 

22 

3 

3 

1 

5 

4 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Rapides Parish 62 

Rapides Fire Protection 
District 2 

Rapides Fire District 3 

Rapides Fire District 4 

Rapides Fire District 5 

Rapides Fire District 6 

Rapides Fire District 10 

Rapides Fire District 14 

Red River Parish 25 

Red River Fire Protection 
District 

Richland Parish 57 

Delhi Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Mangham Fire Protection 
District 4 

Rayville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Start-Girard Fire Protection 
District 

Sabine Parish 52 

Sabine Fire District 1, Wards 
1 & 2 

Sabine Fire District 1, Wards 
3&4 

15 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

39 

6 

7 

2 

4 

9 

5 

6 

12 

12 

13 

1 

4 

1 

7 

44 

15 

14 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

North Sabine Fire Protection 
District 

St. Bernard Parish 35 

St. Bernard Parish Fire 
Department 

St. Charles Parish 0 

St. James Parish 10 

St. Helena Parish 35 

St. John the 13 
Baptist Parish 

St. Landry Parish 35 

Leonville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

St. Martin Parish 55 

Arnaudville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Belle River Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Breaux Bridge Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Butte LaRose Volunteer Fire 
Department 

16 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

15 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

38 

2 

4 

4 

2 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Cade Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Catahoula Volunteer Fire 
Department 

I Cecilia Volunteer Fire 

1 

Department 
, 

Coteau Holmes Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Henderson Fire Service Area 

Parks Volunteer Fire 
Department 

St. Martinville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Stephensville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

St. Mary Parish 39 

St. Mary Fire District 4 

St. Mary Fire District 5 

St. Mary Fire District 9 

St. Mary Fire District 11 

St. Mary Fire District 12 

St. Tammany 35 
Parish 

St. Tammany Fire District 1 

Tangipahoa Parish 35 

17 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

2 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

3 

15 

2 

4 

0 

7 

2 

8 

8 

0 
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Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Tensas Parish 35 

Tensas Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Terrebonne Parish 35 

Terrebonne Fire District 1, 2, 
& 3, Zone B 

Terrebonne Fire District 9 

Union Parish 10 

Bernice Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Sardis Ward 4 Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Spencer/West Sterlington 
Volunteer Fire Department 

Ward 5 Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Vermillion Parish 59 

Vermillion Fire District 1 

Vermillion Fire District 3 

Vermillion Fire District 4 

Vermillion Fire District 5 

Vermillion Fire District 6 

Vermillion Fire District 7 

Vermillion Fire District 9 

Vermillion Fire District 11 

Vermillion Fire District 12 

18 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

6 

6 

19 

6 

13 

7 

1 

3 

, 1 

2 

40 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 
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USDA/ AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Vermillion Fire District 13 

Vermillion Fire District 14 

Vermillion Fire District 15 

Vermillion Fire District 16 

Vernon Parish 35 

Vernon Parish Fire District 1 

Washington Parish 35 

Webster Parish 10 

Webster/Evergreen Fire 
Protection District 

Webster Fire District 2 

Webster Fire District 4 

Webster Fire District 11 

West Baton Rouge 0 
Parish 

West Carroll Parish 35 

West Carroll Ward 2 Fire 
Protection District 

West Feliciana 0 
Parish 

Winn Parish 12 

19 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

by District Parish 

3 

3 

3 

2 

29 

29 

0 

7 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

4 

4 

0 

10 
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USDA/AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Districts 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Winnfield Fire Department 

As of August 30, 1996: 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 
Installed Installed in 

bv District Parish 

10 

Total Planned Hydrants: 1,975 Total Installed Hydrants: 848 

Some parishes have declined dry hydrants. All parishes will have an opportunity to 
requested the declined hydrants to supplement the hydrants installed in their parishes. 

This report was prepared by the following USDA/AmeriCorps members: 

Tom Morton, Trailblazer RC&D, Ruston, Louisiana 
Nancy Dyer, Twin Valley RC&D, Natchitoches, Louisiana 
Donna Haydel, Imperial Calcasieu RC&D, Jennings, Louisiana 
Robin Torrence, Capital RC&D, Denham Springs, Louisiana 

Insurance premium information provided by Pat Harvey, Allstate Insurance Company agent, 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 
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Allsta1e· 
You're in pxl hands. 

ESPECIAL~Y PREPARED FOR: 

NANCY DYER 
A 

LECOMPTE LA ?1423 

APPENDIX A 

AU.$'l'A'l'E INSURANCE C~PANY 

PROPERTY INSURANCK QUOTATION 
AUGUST 13, 1996 

LOUISil\NI\ 
DELUXE HOMEOWNERS 

PREPARED BY; 

PAT HARVEY 
AGENT 
l33S PBTBRHAN DR 
ALEXANDRIA LA ?1301 
318 442 3496 
318 442 3497 

~hank you for the opportunity to diEcuss your property insurance 
need~. I look forwaro to offering you the se~ice and v~lue that 
.i.s the standard of Allstate Insurance. I -'ffl aur.e you wil.l 1;1ee that 
thia quote can affordably enhimce your inaur.ance program . 

TERRITORY ZONE 034 Town Claaa 0010 

Policy Coverages: .l\mount Premium 

Dwelling 
Other StructureE Protection 

Replacement coat Guarantee 
Dwelling/Attached structurea 

Personal Property Protection 

.Additional Living Bxpenae 

Family Liability (~ac:h occurrence) 
Guest Medical (each pereon) 
Oeduct.i.blea Applicable 

New/Renovated Building Discount 

50,000 
5,000 

25,000 

Up to 12 Hontha 

100,000 
1,000 

S00 

Total Annual Premium 

1,059 . 00 

1,059.00 

This quote is not a contract, or binder of coverage. All coverages 
are subject to the terms and conditions contain~ in the policy and 
endoreemeots , The premiums shown are for a 12 month policy period. 
If you have queetiona, please contact me at the number listed above. 

A- 1 



Alls1ate· 
Yom'e bl ,c,od hamla. 

ESPECIALLY PREPARED FOR: 

NANCY Dl'ER 
MAIN ST 
LECOMPTE LA 71346 

APPENDIX A 

A~l.STATE INSURANCg COMPANY 
~ROPERTY INSURANCE QUOTATION 

AUGUST 13, 1996 

LOUISIANA 
DELUXE HOMSOWN~RS 

I'RRPARBD BY: 

PA'l' HARVEY 
AGENT 
1335 PETERMAN DR 
1\LEXANOR:I.A LA 71301 
316 442 3496 
318 442 3497 

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss your property inaurance 
needs. I look forward to offering you the eervice and value t..hat 
la the standard of Allat:at.e Insurance. l am sure you will see that 
thie guote can affordably enhance your ineuranca program. 

TERRITORY ZONE 034 Town Clase 0009 

Policy Coverages: Amount Premium 

Dwelling 
Other Structures Pr.otection 

Replacement Cost Guarantee 
Dwelling/Attached Structurco 

Peraonal Property Protection 

Additional Living Expanse 

Family Liability (each occurrence) 
Gueat Medical (each pereon) 
Deductiblea Applicable 

New/R~novated Building Diecount 

50,000 
5,000 

25.000 

Up to l2 Months 

100,000 
1.000 

500 

Total Annual Premium 

797.00 

797.00 

This quote is not a contract, or binder oL coverage. All coverages 
are eubject. to the terma and conditione contained int.he policy and 
endoreemente. The premiums shown are for a 12 month policy period. 
If you havo questions. ploano contact me at the number lieted above. 

A- 2 



Allstate· 
You'n, in pod band.. 

ESPECIALLY PREPARED ll'OR: 

NANCY DYRR 
A 
LECOMPTE L1\ 71423 

APPENDIX A 

nLLSTATE INSURANCE COMPANY 
PROPERTlr INSURANCE QUOTATION 

AUGUST 13, 1996 

LOUISIANA 
DELUXE HOMEOWNERS 

l'.1Ull'AR1$0 BY: 

l>AT HARVJl!Y 
AGENT 
1335 PETERMAN DR 
ALEXANDRIA LA 71301 
318 442 3496 
318 442 3497 

Thank you for the opportunity to diucuuu your property ioaurance 
needa. I look. forward to o{fa.a:ing you the service and value that 
.i.s the atan<!ard of Allstate lnsui.-ance. I an1 sure you will aee that 
thi.e quote can affordably enhance your insurance program. 

TERRITORY ZONE 034 Town Clase 0008 

Policy Coveragesz Araount 

50,000 
s ·,o□o 

Premium 

Dwelling 
Other Structures Protection 

Replacement coat Guarantee 
Dwelling/Attbched Structurea 

Personal Property Protection 

Additional Living Bxpenae 

l"amil y Ltabil ity ( each occurrence ) 
Guest Medical (each person) 
Deductibles Applicable 

New/Renovatod Building Discount 

25,000 

Up to 12 Manthe 

100,000 
1,000 

500 

'l'otal Annual PrP.tnium 

622.00 

622.00 

'rhis quote J.a not a contract, or binder of coverage. All coverages 
are subject to the terme and conditions contained in the policy and 
endorsements. The premiums ahown are for a 12 month policy pe~iod. 
If you have questions, please contact me a~ the number listed above. 

A- 3 



Allstate~ 
You'tcfnpod lumdt. 

BSPECIALLY PREPARED FOR: 

NANCY DYER 
A 

APPENDIX A 

ALLSTATE INSURANCE COMPANY 
PROPERTY INSURANCE QUOTATION 

AUGUST 13, 1996 

•• PREPAREO BYi 

PAT HARVEY 
AGENT 

LECOMPTE LA 71423 1335 PETERMAN DR 
ALEXANDRIA LA 71301 
318 442 3496 

LOUISIANA 
DELUX~ HOMEOWNERS 

318 442 3497 

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss your property insurance 
needo. I look forward to offering you the aervice and value that 
ie che stand~rd of Allstate Insurance. I am sure you will aec that 
this quote can affordably enhance your in!mranco progrnm. 

TERRITORY ZONE 034 Town Clasu 0007 

Policy Coverages: 

Dwelling 
other structuree Protection 

R0plac0ment Cost Guarantee 
Uwelling/Att~ched Structures 

! 

Peroonal . Property Protection 

Additional Living Expense 

Family Liability (each occurronce) 
Guest Medical (each person) 
Deductibles Applicable 

New/Renov~ted Building Diecount 

Amount 

50,000 
5,000 

25,000 

Up to 12 Manthe 

100,000 
1,000 

500 

Premium 

523.00 

523.00 

Thie quote is not a contract, or bind0r of coverage. All cover.ages 
are subject. t.o the t.erme a.nd conditions contained in the pol:i.cy atid 
etidoraeroente. The premiums shown are for a 12 month policy period. 
If you have questiona, pleaae contact me at the number listed above. 

A-4 
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Five USDAINRCS AmeriCorps Members were recruited to help plan and coordinate the 
installation of over 2,000 dry hydrants in rural areas of Louisiana. 

A dry fire hydrant is a non-pressurized pipe system permanently installed in existing 
' lakes, ponds and streams that provide a ready means of water supply to a tank 1ruck. 

/ .. - . 



USDA/NRCS AmeriCorps Members and Duty Station 
Dry Fire Hydrant Coordinators 

Tom Morton 
Trailblazer RC&D 

Ruston, LA 

John !rom Murr a.y 
Northeast Delta RC&D 

Winnsboro, I.A 

.. 
I 

Nancy Dyer 
Mn Valley RC&D 
Natchitoches, I.A 

Robin Torrence 
Capital RC&D 

Denham Springs, LA 

.. 

Donna Haydel 
Ir!perial Calcasieu RC& 

Jennings, LA 
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_ _page 4, Abbeville. Meridio~, Tuesday, J~':-f.~ .. 1996 
• • ~- ~ ·i+~-0\,, -· ~-t:'-1.· 

I 
j .,,: . 

Your· point ·Of ')View \ -
• .J • ~-.: :J . \. .:. 1 1 - • . ... ~, l , , . .. J ·, 

Dear Editor, . . -· :~ of tr~aied water thaf wo{i:id have been used 
Vermilion Parish is presently participating - • from ·the municipal supplies. :,~} 

jn the statewide dry fire hydrant program. · •• '·' : ':,~ ' i ,,:,i ' • • • - : • • . 

A dry fire hydrant is· a hydrant that is • ' •. • ·c.:. • • ..tWith the assist&nce of the Police Jury, t.!i 
connected to a non-pressurized source of -- ,·, . Drainage Districts and farmers these struc~;.. . 
water. Fire trucks can connect suction hoses • tures are being installea throughout Vermfz:; 
and fill their tanks from sources such as • .• • • lion Parish,. Local firefighters, soil and waw 
ponds and bayous. These hydrants are • conservation district employees, RC&D co~~ 
located in areas where pressurized sources . _c:i~ ~em~ers _a~d NRg§_ .~IIlployees are · all or: 
are not available. By using these hydrants cooperating on this project. Vermilion Pari'-bi: 
for fire fighting, it also reduces the amount · .. has . been _allocated, 15 };lydrants to be .,{J 

• • • •• installed parish~~e,, .Mtll ~ocatioris_ deter- nI 
! .mined by the fire ·aepartment personnel :::r 
• .,. themselves. ';('hese hydrants will assist in ;{l' 
1 ;.i)providin,~ better · fu'e :-:protection 'and hopefu.~ 
·/ pJay ·~a .partin jmP-roving th~ insurance 101 
J:r_~~ng ~Jufo· the p'arisli _ is rated· by the ~k 

~~tie,,:r11suraric~.,Asso9ation __ of Louisiana m. ~w 
A~l~~?,;,,/ilt:~fa ·. !:.~- :1 \2~ -~~-··:~./' ":-L ~:(}. i i~·. ;rlj 

:':tf i:rh~sl'.'hydrants have been made possible":'''.: 
;;-\'\\hrinigh""if grant from: · the Department on .):~ 

at~al' .Re~ources and being administered m 
'.,- . . ·w-··· ¥ea·1,y~' the Acadiana Resource Conset:~n 
'i /Jvati~n ~ari<r PE:ielopmerit Co~cil. Donna • "~~ 
i;/Hayde~,. ~enc~rp empl~yee 1s the RC&D ·.~.:, 
r:·,_:Dry Fire Hydr.¥1t" Coordinator for the ~;::-
\Acadi:aria 'C~unc~il. Because of the, cooperati~ 

_; . of all people and agencies mentioned, this ) •• v 

' : program will be a success and benfit all . s:; 
' ' -V ~rinilion Parish residents. • ·, • -· ·::r 

, · .• - } ~ • . .: · ·t, · • =~ ~ '.;.; . • ~ - •• : fl!:! 
""! ' ;· ;,. • ...,,_-.:. •• ~~·--- ~-- ""' 

_Donald Men~;d- : ,~,: 
• t ' .• ·· -·t ',; •• -~ 

Vermilion Parish Hydrant Coordinatot 
Acadiana RC&D Council Member 
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Dry fire hydrants could lower ratings 
. . from the Louisiana Department of Thus far, six dry fire hydrants are awaiting certification. All hy-

The mstallauon of 35 dry fire Natural Resources-Energy Divi- have been installed and certified in drants are to be completed by 
hydrants planned for Avoyelles sion. Avoyelles, said Ms. Dyer. Others September 15, Ms. Dyer said. 
Parish could help lower fire insur-
ance costs for rural residents. The 
most recent installation was July 9 
on the Tunica-Biloxi Indian Reser- ~ 
vation in Marksville, in the pond to •• •• 
the right of the entrance. 

A dry fire hydrant is a non-pres­
surized pipe system perma,nently 
installed in an existing lake, pond 
or stream. The dry hydrant pro­
vides a water delivery system that 
allows tank trucks or pumpers to 
use suction to obtain water from 
the roadside hydrant. 

Properly installed, dry hydrants 
; can eliminate the problem of haul­

ing water over long distances for 
use in fires or road maintenance, 
and provide natural, unprocessed 
water for use. 

Results include energy savings 
to consumers and road mainte­
nance departments, rural fire pro­
tection and lower insurance ratings. 

Agencies involved in Tuesday's 
installation included USDA/­
AmeriCorps National Service reps 
resented by Nancy Dyer, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
represented by Benny Dobson, 
Twin Valley RC&D, Mansura Fire 
Department represented by Tommy 
Simon, Lin:.;tcr Guillot and Dal v.i,;, 
Warren, and Bunkie Fire Depart­
ment, represented by Joey Frank. 

The installation took about three 
hours, according to Larry Burgess, 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribal Planner. 

Installation and testing~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Mansura and Bunkie firemen lend a· hand in the installation .and testing of a dry ru-e hydrant on the Tu­

nica-Biloxi Reservation in Marksville tuesday, Jµly 9: ' 

The Statewide Dry Hydrant Pro­
J;:i gram is partially funded by a grant 

Shown from left to right are Larry Burgess, Tunica:-Biloxi Tribal Planner; Joey Frank of the Bunkie 
Fire Department; and Linster Guillot, Dalvin Warren and Tommy Simon of the Mansura Fire Depart­
ment. 

~ 
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th Carolina 
USDA Nat esources Conservation Service 

Date: ry-~ @l - '=t !a 

tate Office 
Assembly Street, Room 950 

umbia, South Carolina 29201 

Pages (including transmittal sheet): ____ ....,/._~ _______ _ 

To: __ ..=Dc...._e_ . ..... e.. ____ y ___ ·.;_, .:...F.....:.' ---=· o~(_e..;;;.__ _________ _ 

TelephoneNumber: ______ ....,;FaxNumber: J.02-7:JO - l/(;, I <-/ 

From: __ _,:l_J;....__a.-'--[>....,;[C......:.p_[r-----'-1~0:...:.r~A>=--=-e. :_~---------

TelephoneNumber:_io3 -2S3-J'JIY FaxNumber: (803)253-3670 

Comments: 

~ 001/012 

~ ~~ r ~ ~u 
0-- ~ .,.j; ~ ~ ~ 

(\ t\ ) n . :\.\ , ~ ~ ~ • ~ 

./;::~~ ~~ ~~ 
y~ 

Home of the firsr soil conservation disrricr plan .... February 4, 1938 
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DRY FIRE HYDRANT 
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Suggested 
Sidebar with graphic 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

➔➔➔ USDA OPL 

Can a dry fire hydrant located three miles from a fire help? 

~ 010 / 012 

0 No problem," explained Chief Wayne Walker with the Colleton Rural Fire Department. 

"We have a system to make them one of the most effective tools in rural fire protection." 

This is how that system typically works, according to Walker. When the fire depart­

ment receives an alarm, the fire fighters, two pumper trucks and a tanker truck are dis­

patched. 

A pumper and tanker arrive at the fire scene. The p"umper begins fighting the fire with 

water from its booster tank. A portable drop tank is set up and using a quick-dump valve, 

the tanker transfers its water to the portable tank. 

Meanwhile, the second pumper arrives at the nearest dry fire hydrant, usually two or 

three miles from the fire. It connects to the hydrant and primes its pump. 

Back at the fire, the tanker has emptied its load. It then heads to the dry fire hydrant. 

When it arrives, the primed pumper is ready to fill the tanker. That takes about two min­

utes and the re·filled tanker returns to the fire, discharges its water and the cycle is re· 

peated as necessary. 

With the proper equipment and trained personnel, this water shuttle can provide an 

unlimited amount of water. 

11No problem," Walker concluded. 

- 30-
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Abbeville $600,000 Hampton $580,000 

Aiken $1,700,000 Horry $1,000,000 

Allendale $240,000 Jasper $560,000 

Anderson $2,200,000 Kershaw $1 ,300,000 

Bamberg $340,000 Lancaster $520,000 

Barnwell $280,000 Laurens $1 ,600,000 

Beaufort $950,000 Lexington $530,000 

Berkeley $1,180,000 McCormick $140,000 

Calhoun $460,000 Marion $870,000 

Charleston $640,000 Marlboro $400,000 

Cherokee $680,000 Newberry $800,000 

Chester $700,000 Oconee $1 ,160,000 

Chesterfield $830,000 Orangeburg $1,600,000 

Clarendon $540,000 Pickens $1,400,000 

Colleton $640,000 Richland $1,360,000 

Darlington $820,000 Saluda $490,000 

Dillon $470,000 Spartanburg $2,800,000 

Dorchester $870,000 Sumter $1 ,700,000 

Edgefield $400,000 Union $570,000 

Fairfield $490,000 Williamsburg $1,030,000 

Florence $890,000 York $1,940,000 

Georgetown $600,000 

Greenville $1,660,000 Total $41 ,390,000 

Greenwood $860,000 
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Insurance Premiums 
(ISO 10,9,8 rating to ISO 7 rating) 

Property and Contents 

Fuel 
(Primary and Mutual Aid responses) 

Water 

Total 

➔➔➔ USDA OPL 

$ 41 ,390,000 

$10,586,411 

$259,083 

$34,684 

$ 52,270,178 

A $50,000 house has a potential average savings 
in insurance premiums of $159. 

(4) 008 / 012 
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Schlumberger has recognized the need for cost reductions of dry hydrant materials. It is 
critical for fire departments to have the necessary quantity of dry hydrants installed in their 
fire districts to realize an increase in operating efficiencies. Our new price schedule offers 
quantity discounts which will allow the maximum number of dry tire hydrants to be 
installed for your dollar investment. • 

Dry fire hydrant projects have proven to be a worthwhile investment of resources. We 
encourage you and your organization to continue supporting these projects. 

As a manufacrurer and consultant of rural fire protection systems, Schlumberger Industries 
is committed to assisting you in the conservation and enrichment of Rural America. 

Please contact our office ifwe can help you in any way. 

Sincerely, 

John Parks 
Marketing Manager, Fire Products 

~ 007 / 012 
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The Mountain Rest V .F .D is a well trained department. They had the manpower and 
equipment requirements to be rated much lower than an ISO Class 9, but they were 
lacking in one very imponant area, adequate water supply points. 

Through the efforts of the local fire chief, Joe Devita, the 96th District RC&D 
Coordinator, f uruny Sanders, the District Conservationist, Dennis Bauknight and many 
more, thirteen dry fire hydrants were installed in strategic locations throughout the 
community of Mountain Rest. These thirteen dry fire hydrants provided the necessary 
water supply to enable the Mountain Rest V.F.D to be re-classified as a Class 7 rated 
department. 

The difference between a Class 9 and a Class 7 from an insurance standpoint, is 
approximately a 40¾ savings on home owner's premiums. This savings, community-\Vide, 
has been estimated to be approximately $200,000 a year. 

What was the payback? 

Approximate Expense Projected Annual Savings 

$15,000 $200,000 

J.s this an example of rural economic development? 

Payback 
Period 

1-Month 

Approximately $17,000 a month will remain in the hands of the residents of Mountain 
Rest. The majority of this new found income will probably either be invested at 
community banks or spent at community businesses. You be the judge. 

These are just two examples of many similar success stories occurring across the United 
States. Schlumberger Industries is committed to this nation-wide effort to improve rural 
fire protection and we are pleased to have had the opportunity to play a part in these dry 
fire hydrant success stories. 

Our research and development department is constantly evaluating new and improved dry 
fire hydrant system designs. Through our field support functions, we have identified 
specific application needs that require custom dry hydrant strainers, check valves and 
additional freeze insulation protection. 

Schlumberger Industries is proud to introduce our new line of dry fire hydrant products. 
We guarantee our systems to offer the highest quality materials and superior perfonnance 
characteristics. We are enclosing our new literature and design schematics for you review. 

14] 006 / 01 2 
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Wally Turner 
scs 

Water Division 

1835 Assembly~ Room 950 
Columbia, SC 2920 I 

Dear Wally: 

USDA NRCS SC ➔➔➔ USDA OPL ~ 005 / 012 

Thanks to the RC&D Councils, SCS and USFS, this past year has been an exciting year for Rural 
America. We have seen small town residents, fire departments, local officials and state and 
federal agencies pull together to create change within rural communities. This change has been 
toward the improvement of rural fire protection. 

Saving Rural Property ... 

In September of 1993, Lindell Coriasco, fire chief for Williamson County Fire District, Marion, 
Illinois, responded to a fire call in rural Williamson County. When they arrived on site, a rural 
farm home was well involved and was beyond saving. Homes of other family members were 
adjacent to the burning structure and were beginning to smolder. Approximately 40,000 gallons 
of water, shuttled by five responding tanker trucks, allowed the fire men to shield the other 
structures on the property and e,ctinguished the burning home. Thousands of dollars of propeny 
was saved. 

This is a success story instead of a tragedy because of the efforts of the local fire department, Joe 
Fasig coordinator for Shawnee RC&D, Marion, Illinois, and the installation of twenty-two dry fire 
hydrants strategically placed throughout this fire district. Those dry fire hydrants reduced the 
travel time of the tanker trucks significantly, allowing the firemen to shuttle the volume of water 
they needed quick enough to save all the surrounding structures at this fire site. 

* Promoting Rural Economic Development ... 

In August of 1993, Mountain Rest, South Carolina, a small rural community of approximately 
2000 families, experienced a community-wide increase in cash flow. Starting in August, 
approximately $200,000 a year would be channeled into the community. This was not due to 
new business development. It did not come from employee raises and no one in the community 
won a lottery. This $200,000 annuity was a result of the Mountain Rest Volunteer Fire 
Department ISO rating re-classification from a Class 9 to a Class 7. 

Highway 229 South • Tallassee, Alabama 36078 • Tel: (205) 283-6555 • FAX: (205) 283-7292 
A OMsion of Schlumoersor Industries, Inc, 
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Fire Hydrants 
For the Farm 

Asteady water supply saves buildings 
and a bundle on insurance. 

his pastjuly, during an ocher­
wise uneventful steamy after­
noon, a britf thunderstorm 

lingered over Jackson Farms in 
Clarendon Councy, S.C. It lasted just 
long enough to send a bolt of light­
ning surging through the hog farm's 
feed mill. 

The resulting fire wasn't discovered 
until 15 minutes later. When Fire 
Chief Carter Jones arrived at the 
scene, the two-story metal building 
was engulfed in fire . Sacks of feed 
were burning, and flames leaped at 
adjacent grain bins. 

Within 20 minutes, firemen had 
brought the blaze under control. 
Losses were kept to about $40,000. 
The feed ingredients supplier made 
arrangements so that the hogs never 
wenc hungry. And the mill was back to 
grinding feed within eight days. 

But things could have been worse. 
The fire was quickly controlled be­

cause a nearby dry hydrant supplied a 
steady stream of water. The hydrant is 
in a 3-acre pond about 11.li miles from 
the foed mill. 

Mic cut our response time in half," 
says Jones. "We never r.m out of water.• 

Quick Refill 
Rural fires often get out of control 

when the firetruck must leave the 
scene to refill with water. With dry hy­
drants, that isn't a problem. Trucks 
can be filled in a matter of minutes. 

Dry hydrants can be placed in 
ponds, lakes, streams, and even in cis­
terns, livestock watering tanks. and ir­
rigation valves. 

The hydrant u basically a long cube. 
The end with the water intake is placed 
beneath the water. The other end ex­
tends 2 feet abo.,,eground, where a 
threaded fitting allows firefighters to 
hook up their pumper hoses. 

In the fire atjackson Farms, three 
trucks were dispatched. One immedi­
ately began _to douse the blaze. The 
second unloaded its water into a 
2,000-gallon portable folding tan\:., 
and then, along with the third truck, 
began shuttling water from the dry hy­
drant to the fire scene. 

"If you are thinking about inscalling 
a dry hydrant, it is important to firsl 
check with your local fin: depart­
ment,~ says Parker Browne with Red 
Head Brass, Inc., a supplier of dry-hy­
drant equipment. This ensures that 

hydrants meet national standards. Ey­
drants must also fit in with fire de­
partment plans for fighting fires , and 
hydrant fittings mu~t be compatible 
with firetruck equipment. 

Ochers to consult include the local 
SC5 office for as~i~cance in hydrant de­
sign, the local roads department for 
help with improving access to the site, 
and insurnnce agencies to find out 
whether ha.,,ing a dry hydrant might 
result in lower insurance premiums. 

One hydrant in Ocon~.e Coun ty, 
S.C., has helped put out three tires 
within ewe months. 

•, . ', ,:1: • •• • . ,. ' ... 
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··How To·Build···<." ... • .. Thecostofinsralling'adryhydrant .SCS, the local fire: department. and 

AD 
: ·H -1;..__t . . :"·.' re_a.lly. isn't much when you consider the local government's road crew are 

ry yu.c-d.11. •.-.' the .. securityitprovides . .. .. -<· .. ;;i .. . willingtopitehin. 
• • .. . ; 11• CaJJ/Sceamcr ... : . '. .. Total cost of materials .s~~uld be Designs and materials required 

. . /Ho,eCo~e,c_tio,n , .. , ·, ·. _. about$500. Costfor .. the -s'tn.inei:.and, ... may vary .due to site conditions. An 
. «l~--:-■::-'." 6" Elbo.., .. •• ,: ... • .. -fittings ·.wiU be about $250 . per hf ... engineer should approve !'.lcsigns. 
2 • . •.-> : ,( . ..." ,: :,. •· : •.• drant.Addabout$2.25.per-. footf9r.. Here'sali~tofwhacyou'Uneed: 

Orouod Lim: &-inch.schedule 40 PVC pipe. .. .. . : I/ 6-inch schedule 40 PVC pipe, U$U· 

. Total costs coµld exceed $1,000 if ally purchased in 21-foot )engths. 
professionals arc'. hired for site inves- I/Two 45- or 90-degree PVC elbow 

• :·:.: .. .. ,> ·! • . ... : .. ,. . . ; .,tigation; cngi- · joints for each hydrant. . 
•. ;ltodllnd_CoucrKeyto ,. . neerin(Y design, I/One: threaded cleanout plug to 

.. hold Jcramcr cap on : . 0 • . . · . . . . ·mstallauon, and clean mud and tra.,h from the water 
Wa1cr Level road coostruc• intake strainer if it gets clogged. • • -~ , 

.,.,t;,¾!,$~-i~;f~p~(! tion. These ser- I/One threaded brass connection 
·: ,1 \Uiiiili'"""'l'llll[D ~ices may be • and cap at aboveground outlet. The 
,. " S1.ralncr \:. ·,·: provided free if hookup capability of the local fire de-

l'mgrcs~iw FJ.rme1•/Fcbru.11y . ) 
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l3~/~l7,. i d ury Ny rants Helps 
Combat Rural Fires 

k, rhe temperorura drops end 
w inter weorher i~ up9n us, mcny 
ru ral residet'IIS w i II crank up their 
wood sr011es 10 prov ide on ec:o­
nornic:ol merh od of hearing. As 
most of 1.1s ore owore dur ing rne 
wif'\ler months. o higher number 
of home fires occur w ith csso• 
c:icred fatal ities, 

Rurcl residents ore rhe most 
vulnerable bec:ouse of the large 
number of wood stoves end rhe 
leek of adequate fire protedion . 
About 53 percent of the srore's 
populo ti on lo 11e in un fnc:orporcred 
r;; r:il crecs. end most of these 
orecs ho11e on inodequote wo rer 
supply for fire protection. 

According to Wolley Turner, 
ouisronr s10re c:0f'\servo1ionisr for 
programs, USDA Soil Conser\/0-
rion Service, "In November 1992, 
1ne South Ccrolino Resourc:e Con­
ser1101ion end De11elopment 
Council decided to implement c 
srotewide program to improve fire 
protect ion by attacking the prob­
lem of inadequate woter supply 
In rurcl areas." "The program 
c:enrared around rhe use of dry 
fire hydrants ro prov ide c reedy 
supply of waler 10 use in fighting 
fires," Turner said . 

Since 1992, more 1hon 815 
hydrcf'\IS were i n5to ll ed i n 46 
South Carolina counties, accord­
ing to Raymond Wells, Jr,. choir• 
person of the South Corolino • 
Resource Conser1101 ion ond 
Oe11elopmen1 Counc:i I. "The dry 
fire hydronrs will prov ide in• 
c:reosed fire pro1ec:tion for more 
then 136,600 nomes end busi• 
nesses in rurol South Corol inc," 
Wells soid. 

Before dry fire hydronts be• 
c:ome 011o iloble, rurol fire protec:• 
rion wos lorgely dependent upon 
Jonker truc:k.s moking st1verol trips 
10 gel worer from o source os for 
os 10 mi les from the fire. lives ond 
properly wore somerimes losr 
becouse of rhe rrovel rime in• 
volved In obta ining worer for fire 
f ight ing. 

A dry fire nydront provides o 
reody solution to this problem by 
provid ing o source of water neor 
rhe scene of o fire. It is o non• 
pressurized pipe s~tem irisrolled 
in o pond, loke or srreom. Tanker 
trucks con fill up or a site closer 10 
rne fire end respond inc shorrer 
time period. 

"With rhese hydrants, fire de• 
porrments ore able 10 provide bet­
ter Hr11ic:e ro rheir distric:ls ond 
save fuel because of the shorter 
disron,e ro refill." Turner said . 
"Homeowner insurance rotes 

hove o lso decreased cs muc:h cs 
.45-50 percent cs o result of the dry 
fire liydronts," 

An example of the sav ings in 
insuronc:e rotes con be found in 
the Mountain Resr oreo of Oc:onee 
County. Joe DeViro, ch ief of the 
Mountain Rest Volunteer Fire 
Department, reporrs rhor hydrcms 
instal led in nis ser11 ice oreo ere 
lowering fire insuronc:e prem iums 
en overage of $200 per home per 
year for 1000 homes served . Th is 
is c 10101 onnuo l sav ings of 
$200,000. 

"Of course. rhe greorest benefit 
of rhe dry fire hydrants is the in­
c:reosed sofery ro lives ond prop• 
erry," Turner soid. '"This i~ im~os­
sible ro measure in d0ll0rs." 

Mor,y ogenc: ies end orgonilO• 
lions througnout rhe srore worked 
on rhe srorewide instollcrion of 
rhe hydrants. The pro ject was 
de11eloped by the srote·s four 
Resourc:e Conservotion and 
Development Areos. These areas 
consist of loc:ol community 
leaders from neignbor ing c:oun• 
ties wlio icin 10 form o counr:il. 

Technic;cl oss isronce in the 
form of engineering design ond 
project inspe,rion wos provided 
by the USDA So il Conservor ion 
Servir:e. The SCS o lso provides o 
full time coordinotor for eccl, 
RC&D Council. Moteriolwos pur• 
choud with o $200,000 gron t 
from rhe Sourh Corolina Gover• 
nor's Office of Energy Program. 

The Electric: Cooperotive of 
South Caroline funded odm in­
istrotive expenses whicn involved 
pr inted rnoteriol, video produc­
tion ond o pro jecr coord inoror. 
Tne hydranls were insrollad 
through c:oopercr ion of county 
governments and loco\ bus i­
nesses. 

"The major i ty of the hydrants 
installed were mode possible by 
pond owners who volunteered 
use of their ponds fer the benefi t 
of their communir ies," Wells so id. 
'We 0ppreci01e rheir suppor1." 

Even though 81S hydrants hove 
been installed oc:ross rhe s1ore. 
the job Is not finished. The Sourh 
Carolina RC&D Council's goal is to 
prov ide odequote water supply 
for fire fighting for oll rural 
reside.nts. Approximately 1,252 
odd itonol dry fire hydrants ere 
needed 10 complete the job. The 
r:ouncil encourages homeownerS 
to work with their loc:al fire district 
officials ond loc:ol governmenl5 in 
sec:uring moteriols ond insroll ing 
the needed hydrants in their c:om• 
munity. 

~ 003 / 012 
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10:00 A.M. 

AGBNDA 

Williamsburg County Fire Department 

Monday - July 8, 1996 
10:00 A.M. 

Wclcome ................................. ... .. .RaYDWod E. Wells, Chainnan 
Santee Wateree RC&D Council 

D,y Hydrant. .. ....... ..... ... .. .. .... ..... .. . David Wilson. Forest Supervisor 
Partnerships USDA Poreil Service 

Americorps .... . .. ; .... _ ..... .. .. ... .... .. ..... M.ark Berldand, State Col'.l'iervatiooist 
USDA Natural Resource Conservatioo 
Service 

The D,y Hydram, ........................... .Etban Weston & Vinceo& Bostic 
Concept • USDA Natural Reso-.arte C()nse..rvatioo 

Service & Americorps 

BeDCfits to the ......................... ....... Ed Ha.rville. Fire Chief 
Commuoily Williamsburg County 

Remarks ..... .. ...... .. . : .. . .. .. . ........ ..... . Congressnaan James E. Oybum 

o 10:30 A.M. 
~ : 
~ Refreshments 
Ii",) 

N 
C":) . 

~ : 11~00 A.M. 
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Travel to Dry Hydrant Site 

11:l!J A.M . 

Dry Hydrant Project. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ....... W~burg County Fire Department 
Demomtratioa 

. -------, ...,---

PROTECTING RURAL 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Dry Fire Hydrants 
for 

Williamsburg & Florence Counties 
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Joel Berg/Dee Difiore 

(202) 720-4614 

Ory Fire Hydrant Report • Update 

September 4, 1996 

25, Including this cover sheet. 

FAX 

Attached is an updated report for the USDA/AmerlCorps dry fire hydrant program 
In Louisiana. Included In this revised report are funding sources, hydrant costs, 
projected savings in insurance premiums, and projected value of property saved. 

P~ea/e call me at (318) 473-7753 If you have any questions. 

Mr/~ 

From the deM of .. . 

Holly L Martian 
AdmlnlllnrtM Progr.m Speclafll1 

USOA, N.turwl Rnourcn Con......tlon SeNlcl 
3737 Government StrNt 

Aluandrla, Loulalar,,a 71302 

(318) 473-n53 
Fax: (318) 473-7682 
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U.S . DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NAnJRAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

tlilflH}Jf(lb.!1; 
In many rural areas. the lack of an established water system and domestic fire hydrants can 
impair a fire department's ability to do its job quickly and efficiently. Many fire departments 
have chosen to develop a water hauling or wshuttle• procedure. Tanker trucks are used to 
carry large amounts of water to the fire scene to deliver a continuous supply of water. The 
success of this system is relative to the distance the trucks must travel to refill. A dry hydrant 
system provides a solution to the problem of distant fill-up points. 

USOA/AmeriCorps members are working with the Natural Resources Conservation Service in 
Louisiana to plan. survey, and coordinate the installation of over 2,000 dry fire hydrants in 
rural areas through the Louisiana Statewide Dry Fire Hydrant Program. 

Louisiana Statewide Dry Fire Hydrant Program 
Over 2.000 dry fire hydrants are being installed across Louisiana to help improve rural fire 
protection and rural road maintenance through the Louisiana Statewide Dry Hydrant (SWDH) 
program. The SWDH program was funded through a $996,984 grant to Trailblazer Resource 
Conservation and Development, Inc., from the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
using oil overcharge funds from the Stripper Will Settlement as approved by the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Local units of government and local volunteer fire departments will 
provide in-kind matching funds in the form of equipment and labor for installations. Materials 
for dry hydrants average $1,000-$1, 500 per hydrant. 

What is a Dry Hydrant'? 
A dry hydrant is a non-pressurized pipe system permanently installed in existing bodies of 
water (lakes. ponds, streams, etc.) to provide a means of suctioning water into a tank truck. 
One end of the dry hydrant protrudes out of the ground to give tanker trucks a hose 
connection . The other end is composed of a strainer submerged in the pond or stream to draw 
water directly through the system. The dry hydrant system gives tanker trucks access to 
ponds and streams from the main road and ends the necessity of going all the way back to the 
starting point for a refill. 

Water Shuttle 
In a water hauling operation, the time it takes to fill the tanker, the distance the tanker has to 
travel to the fire, and the time it takes to discharge the water from the tanker are critical 
elements in rural fire protection. Time saved on any one of the above points will increase the 
amount of water that can be hauled to the fire. Dry hydrants, properly located, can 
substantially reduce travel time from a water source to the fire. 

Some departments are using the system in the following manner: when a fire alarm is 
received, eQuipment is dispatched on a pre-planned basis determined by such things as fire 
flow needs, hazards involved, water supply available, etc. One tanker and one pumper 
respond to the fire. The pumper begins the fire attack with water from its booster tank. The 

1 51'.l""'Tl:.MD!:l'I 4 , I 9Ge 
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first responding tanker may act as a •nurse• tanker, or may set up a portable drop tank and 
begin discharging its load of water into the drop tank. The water in the tanker can be 
transferred to the portable drop tank at a rate of approximately t ,000 gallons per minute. As 
soon as the tanker is empty, it immediately heads to the water supply. In the meantime. 
another fire department pumper has responded to the water supply, connected to the dry 
hydrant, and primed its pump. When the empty tanker arrives as the water supply, the 
pumper is ready to fill the tanker. The refilled tanker returns to the fire site, discharges its 
water, and the cycle is repeated. 

f.~Pl!~t~}JJlflftif1.l1l 
Savss Lives and Property 
The most important benefit of the installation of dry hydrants in rural areas is the increased 
capability of firefighters to save lives and property. Eight structures have been directly saved 
because a dry hydrant was near the fire or because no pressurized hydrants were in the area. 
Ten structures were indirectly saved when grass fires and forest fires were contained with the 

use of .dry ,hydrants ............................................................................................................................... . 
I During a hard freeze in February 1996, Concordia Parish (Vidalia and Ferriday, ! 
i Louisiana) lost electricity so pressurized hydrants were not accessible for fire j 
; protection. Dry hydrants were used for the three fires encountered [ 
j throughout the power failure. The Concordia Parish Fire District was thankful ! 
1 for .the. use. of tt:i.e.drv. hydrants, .as. well. as .neighboring. f!re .districts ...................... ! 
·······--·· .. ······· .. ·········· ............... ...................................................................... ............................................................. ...... ...... .............. ............. , . . 
11.n. DeSoto. P~rish t. Louisiana, .dry hyd~ants. wer.e .used. to save. two. saw. mills ....... ) 

..................... ..... .............................................................................................................................................................................................. , 
l tn. lberia .. Parish,_ Lou!siana, . a .dry hydrant. was. used. to .cont~in. a .. structure . fire ... ) 

............................... ... ...................................................................................................................................................................................... .. ................................................ 
\ In February 1996, Ward 4 Fire Protection District in Jackson Parish, Louisiana, l 
1 used water drawn from a dry hydrant to extinguish an approximately ten -acre l 
; grass fire. which was endangering a nearby dwelling. Due to the proximity of j 
1,~n.e .hydrant t.o Jhe. fire,. the .. fire. did. not .harm .the. building .......... ................................ 1 

..................... ............. ........................... ................ ............................................................................................................... .................. ........................................................... ........... ........ . . 
l In April 1997, Ward 4 Fire Protection District in Jackson Parish. Louisiana, got \ 
i another chance to utilize their dry hydrants to extinguish a woods fire. They \ 
1 were able to save three homes from destruction. l 
, .. ................. ........ ..... ...... ....................................................................................................................................................................... ................................................. ............... ................. 1 

.... ...... .. ................................................. ............... .................................................... .... ......... ................................ ..... .................................................................................... .... .. , 
! In Beauregard Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant was used to contain a forest I 
1 fire .!hat . was .t.hreatening to. endanger. surrounding _homes . ........................................ ! 
..................... ................ ............................ .... .............................................................. ...... .. .......................... .. ................................................... .. ..................... ............................. .. 
l In Vermilion Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant was used to contain a barn fire \ 
; which . was. located. near .two .. houses ... a. barn,. and .. a .sreenhouse .................. ........... ) 

.... .. ................................................... ......... ................................................................................................................................................................................. ...... ... ... .... . , . . 
; In . DeSoto. Parish, .. Louisiana, .a. dry.hydrant .was .used. to. contain .a. house .fire ..... ) 

2 
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.......... ..... .. ......................................................................................... .. ................ .. ......................................................................................................................................................... 
l In Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant is used on a continuous basis for 
l training area. volunteer firefighters ................................................................................... . 

········ ·· ···························································································································-··················· 
[ Numerous brush fires and woods fires throughout Louisiana were contained = 

1 with the use of dry hydrants before the fires caused destruction to 
l surrounding. homes .and. buildings ....................................................................................... 1 

It is estimated that during a recent six-month period, property valued at an estimated 
$730,000 was saved by containing fires with the use of dry hydrants. By the year 2000. it is 
projected that property valued at over $5 million will have been saved because of the use of 
dry hydrants. 

Decrease in Fire Classification Rating 
Fire insurance premiums for each area are based on a classification determined by the Property 
Insurance Association of Louisiana (PIAL). The classification PAIL assigns depends on each 
area's ability to fight fires. Areas with no fire departments are given a class 10 rating . As the 
fire-fighting capability increases, the rating decreases. Higher training levels and better 
equipment are among the ways this can be accomplished. For example, if a fire department 
can demonstrate the ability to pump 250 gallons of water per minute for two hours at a fire 
scene, the area's fire classification rating could potentially decrease to a six or seven. Dry fire 
hydrants play an important role in such a demonstration in rural areas. 

Based on information collected through interviews of fire chiefs of volunteer fire departments 
participating in the dry fire hydrants program in rural Louisiana, the installations of dry fire 
hydrants are a contributing factor in affecting the district's fire classification rating in one of 
two ways, either (1) the fire rating will drop one or two points, or (2) the fire rating will be 
maintained at the current level and will not go up a point. This decrease in fire classification 
rating or maintenance of a rating significantly influences the insurance premiums of 
homeowners in these rural communities. 

It is important to note that most major insurance companies will not issue fire insurance 
coverage for homes located in fire classification 10 or 9 areas. Therefore, it is reasonable to 
predict that the installation of dry fire hydrants in rural Louisiana will contribute significantly to 
the ability of homeowners to acquire affordable fire insurance. 

Insurance Premium Savings 
··················-····-··········· .......................................................... .. .. ...................................... .. ------- ........ ................................ . 
l In Jackson Parish, Louisiana, the Quitman Fire Protection District successfully i 
; conducted a water shuttle demonstration using a dry hydrant for PIAL. This • 
!shuttle enabled the district to improve their property insurance rating from a 9 j 
jto. an_ 8,._leading. to .a. 21.% .drop In. commercial. lnsurance.premiums ........................ 1 

3 SEll'TEMl!llo;~ 4, I QQ8 
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·········· ... ... ............. .. .... .. .................... .. .. .. ....... .. .... .. ... .. ... .. ............................. .... .. .. .. .. ............................................................................... . 
t In Natchitoches Parish Fire District 7, dry fire hydrants are contributing to a l 
: fire insurance rating reduction from a class 10 to a class 7. A homeowner in i 
Fire District 7 with a brick house worth $100,000 can expect the insurance • 
premium with a class 10 fire rating to be $ 1 ,940/year. The premium for the 
same house with a class 7 rating is significantly reduced to $ t ,086/year. This 1 
is a savings of $854/year for the homeowner. This is a 44% reduction from \ 

. the .original premium ............................................................................................................... i 

The following table demonstrates the money saved or lost and the percentage change in rural 
homeowners' insurance premiums when fire classification ratings change: 

Premium Change as a Result of Fire Classification Rating Change 

Tabla data based on fire classification ratings/premiums for s $50,000 house in Lecompte, 
Rapides Parish, Louisiana (see Appendlx A}. 

Present Fire Classification Rating/Premium 

Future Fire 10 9 8 7 
Clauification 

Rating/Premium $1,059.00 $797.00 $622.00 $623.00 

10 0 $262 $437 $536 
(+33%) (+ 70%) (+102%) 

$1,059.00 

9 -$262 0 $175 $274 
(-25%) (+28%) ( +52%) 

$797.00 

8 -$437 -$175 0 $99 
(-41 %) (-22%) (+ 19%) 

$622.00 

7 -$536 -$274 -$99 0 
(-51 % } (-34%) (-16%) 

$523.00 

Based on the above table, the prediction can be made that when the Lecompte Volunteer Fire 
Department receives a fire rating reduction from a 9 to an 8, the rural homeowner of a 
$50,000 home will save $175 a year or 22 percent on their homeowners' insurance. Yet. if 
that fire rating was to increase from an 8 to a 9, the homeowner would see a $175 or 28 
percent increase in their homeowners insurance premium (see Appendix A). 

4 Sl!.l""T~MIIE:R 4 . I QQ6 
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Pro}Bctlld Savings 
Population data was collected on the number of rural homeowners living in all parishes in 
Louisiana from 1990 U.S. Census information. Figures were compiled for the number of rural 
homeowners in the parishes participating in the dry fire hydrants program. The results 
indicated that 638,042 homeowners will reap significant financial benefits because of the 
installation of dry hydrants in their communities. As stated previously, fire chiefs estimate at 
least a one point drop in their fire rating with the installation of dry hydrants as a contributing 
factor. Based on the table above, if 638,042 rural Louisiana homeowners live in a fire district 
that receives a one point rate decrease from a 9 to an 8, they could save $111,657,350 in 
one year on insurance premium costs (the value of the homes, number of points changed in 
fire classification ratings, and insurance premium rates will vary from fire district to fire 
district). 

Other Benefits 
Other benefits of dry fire hydrants include conservation of limited water storage for drinking 
water and the use of natural, unprocessed water for road maintenance. 

Following is a letter submitted to the editor of a local newspaper from D. J. Brown, Chief, 
District 8, DeSoto Parish, Louisiana 

Dry hydrants are worth their weight in gold. We found out in May of 1996. One of 
the first dry hydrants we installed was on a spring-fed pond on Highway 509, about 
2. 5 miles from the Broadway Saw Mill. Little did we know that we would use these 
dry hydrants two times in the next three weeks. 

The first fire call came in the second week. of May, one week after we had installed our 
dry hydrant. When we arrived at the scene, the sawmill was over half involved in fire. 
We knew that this was going to be a water shuttle flie, so we sent 812, our LDH 
pumper straight to the Highway 509 dry fire hydrant to set up. But this time, unlike 
before, with other structure fires, we only sent the driver instead of the driver and at 
least five other firefighters. 

What was the difference? Simply this: a s1"x•inch dry hydrant. That's right/ Instead of 
having to hoo/c up 30 feet of heavy hard suction pipe, have three firefighters put it in 
the pond. find a bucket to tie the end of the strainer to keep it from dragging bottom, 
pull the hard suction pips back to the pumper to hook up and prime, and finally start to 
pump, now all we have to do is put our pumper 8 feet from the hydrant end. hook up 
just one SBction of pipe, prime, and pump, pump, pump! 

The second fire was at the same location, two weeks later. A large wood scrap ship 
pile was fully involved, and the wind was forcing it back towards the mill. Again. we 
sent our 812 pumper straight to the dry hydrant, and within 5 minutes it was primed 
and ready to pump. The first fire we pumped 40,000 gallons of water, the second fire 

5 Sl:lll'Tll:MDlltl'I 4 , I gge 
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we pumped 70,000 gallons of water. 

In May we needed to test our 1250 pumpers, so again we went to a newly installed dry 
hydrant and tested our trucks. Both trucl<.s we tested pumped over 1,350 gallons per 
minute each. 

Another advantage I noticed was the ability of a dry hydrant to out-perform the rural 
town hydrant systems. Take for example in my hometown, the hydrant system was 
installed sometime in the 1950's. It only has a four-inch supply line and several miles 
of pipe. For us this meant that our water supply was limited to 200 to 400 gallons per 
minute, and that our pressure would be between 20 and 40 psi. The psi is supplied by 
a pump at the water tank which means that should you lose power, then the hydrant 
system would have very little pressure. With a dry hydrant you don't need any 
electricity, a one-man set up is all that is required, there is little or no friction loss, and 
only 20 to 100 feet of hard suction pipe is nBtJded. 

The dry hydrant is truly a multi-purpose hydrant. This is why we at Fire District 8 say 
that dry hydrants are WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLDI/ 

Police juries and volunteer fire departments work with USDA/AmeriCorps members to plan, 
survey and install dry fire hydrants. This local volunteer effort is reflected by 40,919 hours 
of community time donated to this effort at a value of $1,529,002.40. 

Following is a progress report of dry hydrant installations in Louisiana: 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrants Hydrants 
Planned Fire ~otectlon Dl1trlct1 Installed Installed In 

Parish for Pariah Within PerithH by District Pariah 

Acadia Parish 52 20 

Acadia Fire District 1 6 

Acadi1 Fire District 8 2 

Acadia Fire Protection District 3 
3 

Acadia Parish Fire District 5 4 

Eunice Fire Department 2 

6 
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APPENDIX A ................ 

UPSCIALLY PR&PMID J"Olh 

IIMCY DYIR 
A 

ALUJ'tAft INSURMCS a»fPANT 
DDRRff INIUIWtCB QUOrM'lCII 

AUQUST 13, 1996 

PBR.ARm> Bl': 

PAT RUVIJ' 
AG.n 

LIICOHPTB LA 71423 133$ PJfflllUWI DR 
AID>MDRIA r.A 71301 
318 442 JC96 

LOUIIIAIIA 
DBLUXB HOMBOWNIRB 

318 442 3497 

'l'bank you for ~e opportunity to diuc:na■■ your pros;arty inauranca 
need11. I looJt forward to offering you \:Ila aarv,f.oe and value that 
ie th• •tandard of Al.lat.ate In■uranca. t .\In aura you wUl •e• that 
thia quote o•n affordably enhance your ineuanoe pco~ram. 

t'BRRITCR'f aml'Z 034 T0MI Clue 0010 

Pol1ay Covera9ea: 

Dlfelli.ng 
Othar Structurae Protection 

Aeplac..-nt coet OuarutN 
D11ellin9/Att.ched St.cuct.urea 

Peraonal Property PrMOction 

Additional L1.vi119 kpenN 

Waai.ly Li.ability <~•Ub OC.:CUCCfilnC'QJ 
aueat Medical (eaoh person) 
Deductible■ Applicable 

New/Renovated Builclinq Diecount 

JIMIDWlt 

50,000 
s.ooo 

25,000 

Up to 12 Nontba 

100,000 
1,000 

soo 

Tot.al Mnual Prmaiwn 

PrMium 

1.059.00 

1,059.00 

Tllia quoea i■ not a coDtract, or binder or ooveraga. ~ll ooveraqe■ 
are aubjoct to the te.nae and oonditiana contained in Ula policy and 
..w:lor..,..nta. TM preai.uaa 11hown ant for a 12 amtll pol.lay parLod. 
If you have qua■t1ona, plaaaa ccnt~ct 11111 at the nU111ber liatad abova. 
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USDA/AmarlCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrant• 
Planned Fire Protectlon Dl1trict1 

Parish for Parish Within Pariahea 

Fire Protection District 6 

Allen Parish 35 

Elton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Oberlin Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Elizabeth Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Fire Protection District 4 

Oakdale Fire Department 

Allen Fire Protection District 
2, Ward 3 

Grant Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Ascension Parish 35 

Assumption Parish 35 

Avoyelles Parish 35 

Avoyelles Fire Protection 
District 2, Subdistrict 8 

Beauregard Parish 35 

Beauregard Fire District 1 

Beauregard Fire District 2 

Beauregard Fire District 3 

Beauregard Fire District 3A 

7 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant, 
Installed Installed In 

by District Pariah 

3 

34 

8 

2 

1 

1 

7 

12 

3 

0 

0 

e 

6 

35 

6 

3 

7 

5 
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USDA/ AmerlCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrant■ 
Planned Fire Protec.tlon Dfatrtcta 

Parish for Parish Wlthln Parishea 

Beauregard Fire District 4 

Merryville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Bienville Parish 10 

Bienville Fire District 6 

Bienville Ward 1 & 2 Fire 
District 

Blen\'ille Ward 7 Fire 
Protection District 

Bossier Parish 10 

Benton Fire District 4 

Bossier Fire District 2 

Bossier Fire District 6 

East Central Bossier Fire 
Protection District 1 

Caddo Parish 48 

Caddo Parish Fire District 2 

Caddo Parish Fire District 3 

Caddo Parish Fire District 4 

Caddo Parish Fire District 6 

Caddo Parish Fire District 7 

Caddo Parish Fire District 8 

Calcasieu Parish 36 

8 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant, 
lnatalled lnatalled In 

bv Diatrict Pariah 

8 

6 

10 

5 

2 

3 

9 

2 

2 

3 

2 

42 

10 

1 

9 

3 

8 

11 

36 
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USDA/AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrant.a 
Planned Are Protection Di1tnct1 

Perish for Perish Within Parlahaa 

Carlyss Volunteer Are 
Department 

DeQuincy Volunteer Are 
Oeparunent 

Haye, Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Houston Ri11er Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Iowa Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Lake Charles Fire Department 

Starks Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Vinton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Westlake Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Caldwell Parish 35 

Caldwell Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Cameron Parish 35 

Cameron Fire District 1 

Cameron Fire District 7 

Cameron Fire District 9 

Cameron Fire District t 1 

Cameron Fire District 14 

Klondike Volunteer Are 
Department 

9 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant■ 
lnatalled Installed In 

bv Dlstrtct Perish 

2 

2 

3 

5 

t 

6 

8 

3 

5 

30 

30 

34 

4 

3 

9 

3 

11 

4 
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USDA/AmeriCorp1 Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Rr• Protection Di1trict1 

Parish for Pariah Within Pariah•• 

Catahoula Parish 35 

Maitland Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Manifest Volunteer Are 
Department 

Claiborne Parish 10 

Claiborne Are Protection 
District 4 

Concordia Parish 35 

Concordia Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

DeSoto Parish 58 

DeSoto Fire District 1 

DeSoto Fire Diatrict 2 

DeSoto Fire District 3 

DeSoto Fire District 6 

DeSoto Fire District 8 

East Baton Rouge 35 
Parish 

East Carroll Parish 12 

East Feliciana 35 
Parish 

10 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant• 
Installed Installed In 

bv Ol1trlct Pariah 

10 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45 

12 

5 

2 

7 

19 

0 

0 

0 
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USDA/ AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Ara Protection Dl1trtct1 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Evangeline Parish 30 

Mamou Fire Protection 
District 1 

Pine Prairie Area Fire 
Protection District 

VIiie Platte Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Ward 5 Fire Protection 
District 

Franklin Parish 59 

Liddieville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Fort Necessity Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Turkey Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Grant Parish 43 

District 5 VFD 

Grant Fire District 1 

Grant Fire District 3 

Grant Fire District 7 

Tullos Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Iberia Parish 35 

lberla Parish Fire District 1 

11 

Total 
Hydranta Hydrant, 
ln1talled lnatalled In 

bv Oi1trlct Pariah 

17 

4 

7 

2 

4 

15 

6 

4 

5 

20 

6 

4 

3 

5 

3 

35 

35 
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USDA/ AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Fire Ptotaction Di1trict1 

Pariah for Pariah Within Parishea 

Iberville Parish 35 

Jackson Parish 18 

Hodge Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Jackson Fire District 6 

Quitman Fire Protection 
District t 

Ward 4 Fire Protection 
District 

Jefferson Parish 4 

Jefferson Fire Districts 1 & 2 

Jefferson Davis 36 
Parish 

Jefferson Davis Fire District t 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 2 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 3 

Jeff arson Davia Fire District 4 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 5 

Jefferson Davia Fire District 6 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 7 

Lafayette Parish 27 

Carencro Fi,e Department 

12 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant• 
Installed Installed In 

bv District Pariah 

0 

10 

2 

t 

t 

6 

4 

4 

35 

, 
8 

2 

10 

3 

9 

2 

8 

1 
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USDA/ Amari Corps Ory Fire Hydrant Project 

Louisiana 

Hydrant• 
Planned Rre Protection D11trict1 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Duson Volunteer Fire 
Oepanment 

Judice Volunteer Fire 
Dep,anment 

MIiton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Youngsville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Lafourche Parish 37 

Lafourche Fire District 1 

Lafourche Are District 2 

Lafourche Fire District 6 

Lafourche Fire District 7 

LaSalle Parish 0 

Lincoln Parish 10 

Livingston Parish 36 

Livingston Fire District 1 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
8 

Livingston Parish Are District 
10 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
11 

Livingston Volunteer Fire 
Oepanment 

13 

TotaJ 
Hydrant• Hydrants 
Jn1tallad ln1tallad In 

by District Pariah 

2 

2 

2 

, 

17 

7 

4 

3 

3 

0 

0 

18 

9 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Sl!:l"Tl!!.Ml!ll!:fll 4, I gge 
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USDA/AmerlCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrant, 
Planned Fifi Protection Di1trict1 

Pariah for Pari1h Within ParfahH 

Madison Parish 35 

Madison Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Morehouse Parish 12 

Natchitoches 29 
Parish 

Natchitoches Fire District 1 

Natchitoches Fire District 2 

Natchitoches Fire District 3 

Natchitoches Are Dlwict 6 

Natchitoches Fire District 7 

Natchitoches Are District 8 

Natchitoches Fire District 9 

Orleans Parish 52 

Ouachita Parish 35 

Plaquemines Parish 35 

Pointe Coupee 36 
Parish 

Pointe Coupee Fire District 1 

14 

Totel 
Hydrants Hydrant, 
Installed Installed In 

bv District Parish 

35 

36 

0 

22 

3 

3 

1 

6 

4 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

, 
, 
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USDA/AmeriCorpa Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydt1nt1 
Planned Flre Protection Dl1trfct1 

Parish for Pariah Within Parfshea 

Rapides Parish 62 

Rapides Fire Protection 
District 2 

Rapid11 Are District 3 

Rapides Fire District 4 

Rapides Fire District 6 

Rapides Fire District 6 

Rapides Fire District l 0 

Rapides Fire District 14 

Red River Parish 25 

Red River Fire Protection 
District 

Richland Parish 57 

Delhi Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Mangham Fire Protection 
District 4 

Rayville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Start-Girard Fire Protection 
District 

Sabine Parish 62 

Sabine Fire District 1, Wards 
1 & 2 

Sabine Fire District 1 , Wards 
3&4 

15 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrants 
Installed Installed In 

bv District Parish 

39 

6 

7 

2 

4 

9 

5 

6 

12 

12 

13 

1 

4 

1 

7 

44 

15 

14 
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USDA/ AmerlCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Di1trlct1 

Parish for Parish Within Parl1ha1 

North Sabine Fire Protection 
District 

St. Bernard Parish 35 

St. Bernard Parish Fire 
Department 

St. Charles Parish 0 

I 
St . James Parish 10 

St. Helena Parish 35 

St. John the 13 
Baptist Parish 

St. Landry Parish 35 

Leonville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

St. Martin Parish 55 

Arnaudville Volunteer Are 
Department 

Belle River Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Breaux Bridge Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Butte LaRose Volunteer Fire 
Department 

16 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant• 
Installed Installed In 

by District Parish 

15 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

38 

2 

4 

4 

2 
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USDA/AmerlCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Rre Protection District• 

Pariah for Pariah Within Parlshea 

Cade Volunteer Flre 
Department 

Catahoula Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Cecilia Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Coteau Holmes Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Henderson Fire Service Area 

Parks Volunteer Fire 
Department 

St. Martinville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Stephensville Volunteer Fire 
Depanment 

St. Mary Parish 39 

St. Mary Fire District 4 

St. Mary Fire District 5 

St. Mary Fire District 9 

St. Mary Fire District 11 

St, Mary Fire District 12 

St. Tammany 35 
Parish 

St. Tammany Fire District 1 

Tangipahoa Parish 35 

17 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant• 
lnatallad Jn1talled In 

bv District Pariah 

2 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

3 

,s 
2 

4 

0 

7 

2 

8 

8 

0 
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USDA/AmarlCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrant■ 
Planned Rre Protection Dl1trlc:t1 

Parish for Parish Within Parishes 

Tensas Parish 35 

Tensas Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Terrebonne Parish 35 

Terrebonne Are District 1, 2, 
& 3, Zone B 

Terrebonne Fire District 9 

Union Parish 10 

Bernice Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Sardis Ward 4 Volunteer Fire 
Oepa"ment 

Spencer/West Sterlington 
Volunteer Fire Department 

Ward 5 Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Vermillion Parish 59 

Vermillion Fire District 1 

Vermillion Fire District 3 

Vermillion Fire District 4 

Vermillion Are District 6 

Vermillion Fire District 6 

Vermillion Fire District 7 

Vermillion Fire District 9 

Vermillion Are District 11 

Vermillion Fire District 12 

18 

Total 
i 

Hydrants Hydrant• 
Installed lnatalled In 

by District Parish 

6 

6 

19 

6 

13 

7 

, 
3 

1 

2 

40 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 
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USDA/ Amari Corps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 

Louisiana 

Hydrants 
Planned Fire Protection Dlatrfcta 

Parish for Parish Within Parlahea 

Vermillion Fire District 13 

Vermillion Fire District 14 

Vermillion Fire District 15 

Vermillion Fire District 18 

Vernon Parish 35 

Vernon Parish Fire District 1 

Washington Parish 35 

Webster Parish 10 

Webster/Evergreen Fire 
Protection District 

Webster Fire District 2 

Webster Fire District 4 

Webster Fire District 11 

West Baton Rouge 0 
Parish 

West Carroll Parish 35 

West Carroll Ward 2 Fire 
Protection District 

West Feliciana 0 
Parish 

Winn Parish 12 

19 

Total 
Hydrant, Hydrant• 
Installed Installed In 

by District Parish 

3 

3 

3 

2 

29 

29 

0 

7 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

4 

4 

0 

10 
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USDA/AmerlCorps Dry Ftra Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

Hydrant, 
Planned Fir• Protection Diltrlc:t1 

Parish for Pariah Within Pari1he1 

Winnfield Are Department 

A.s of August 30, 1996: 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant• 
ln1talled Installed In 

bv Ol1trict Pariah 

10 

Total Planned Hydrant~: 1,975 Total Installed Hydrants: 848 

Some parishes have declined dry hydrants. All parishes will have an opportunity to 
requested the declined hydrants to supplement the hydrants installed in their parishes. 

This reporr was prepared by the following USDA/AmeriCorps members: 

Tom Morton, Trailblazer RC&D, Ruston, Louisiana 
Nancy Dyer, Twin Valley RC&D, Natchitoches, Loui$iana 
Donna Haydel, Imperial Calcasieu RC&D, Jennings, Louisiana 
Robin Torrence, Capital RC&D, Denham Springs, Louisiana 

Insurance pr,:mium information provided by Pat Harvey, Allstate Insurance Company agent, 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 

20 
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APPENDIX A 

llU.S'faT■ I•SDRMCS COMPMr 
PIIOPD'l'Y IJISUIWICa QVOl'AT?CII 

AUGUST 13, 1906 

UPSCIALLY PRKPNUW l'alla 

IWICr Drllll 
IIAIII 8'1' 
l.BCOXP1'S LA 71346 

LOUI8IAll1' 
DSLUXB JIQNIDQIRS 

PIIDUIIDBY1 

PATIMVIY 
AQlft 

1335 PS'l'BIUIM DR 
IWDWlmtU LA 71301 
318 ff2 3496 
lll 44:Z 3497 

'!!lank y011 for the opportunity to diecuas your proparty insurance 
nlMtda. I look forvaa:o to offaring you tlla aarviaa and ..,alua t.hat 
in the standard of All•t.at:e In•u~Gnce. r u sure Y°" will aee that 
thin QUOte can afford■blr - enhanee your ineuranoe program. 

nsutt'fOR! 10111■ Ole 'fawn Clu11 00D9 

Policy Cavera9a111 

Dlil911i11g 
Ot~ar atnact~n• Protection 

Replaoemaat Coat Ouaz:aatee 
Dwelling/Attacbod Structuraa 

Pecaonal P,:opecty P&e>tec,U.on 

Additional Li•i.rMJ Jlzpan-

haily Liability (each occurreneeJ 
auent Xedlcal (each p,ra) 
Deductiblee Applicable 

Naw/Renovatad Building DiacoW\t 

50,000 
5,000 

21,000 

Up to 12 Manthe 

100,000 
1,000 

500 

Presaiu.aa 

197.00 

797.00 

Thi.a quota i■ n.at a contract, or binder o{ oovaraga. All aovarage■ 
aro aubjeat t.o the ~arnaa and aonditiona con~ained in t:he pc,11oy and 
etUSoreemente. Tfte preai.uae aho.m are for a 12 IIIIOfttll policy period. 
It you havo quaationa, plaaoo contact nie at the number liatad above. 
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rlllDIGIC ,...... ____ ......_ 

URCIM.LY PRD'AIUID taas 

MJl'CT Dl'JUl 
A 

APPENDIX A 

ALLSTATB IHSURMCI CQXPNlf 
PROPERTY INSURANCE QU'CTA'HOI 

AUGUST 13, 1996 

PldPUBD BYs 

PAT MIMIY 
AIDIIT 

l.9COMPT• IJ\ 71423 1336 PftBIUWII Dll 
AJDUID~tA LA 71301 
318 f'2 3496 
318 ,.2 3497 

IDUI8IAJIA 
••• D•LUJ(S HCIMZIDNNDI 

Thank you tor Uua opportunity to diacua■ your pn,party Lnaueanco 
neada. ? loo~ forward to 0£!erin9 you the ••rvice aACI value that 
J.• the atandard of All•t:&ta ?nauronce. I aa •IU'8 you will es~e that 
th1a quote can affordabl'f uhance your lneurance pr09rana. 

TSRRX'l'OAY IOIIS 034 

Pol~cy COveragee1 

'!DW11 Cla■a 0008 

DwaUJ.nq 
Other 8tr11et1.area Proteotion 

Mplaceaant coat Ou.acute. 
Dwell1n~/Attacl\ed structure• 

Jlereonal Property Protaation 

Additional Uving a.pen•• 

Paaily Lj,abUity (Neb occurrence) 
Oue•t Medical <-eh per■on) 
Deductibla11 Applicable 

Jlew/Renovatad BuildiDCJ Di~count 

ANount: 

50,000 
5,000 

25,000 

Up to 12 Montha 

100,000 
l,000 

1i00 

622.00 

622.00 

'l'hia quote J.a not a c:ontract, or binder of coverage. All. ooveragea 
are subject to the ~•rme and conditions eontainad in thO policy and 
endoreemente. The preai.wu ehown are for a 12 ... th poU.cy per.t..od. 
If you have queetion.11 1 pleaee oontaot 111U ot; tho number listed &bove, 
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APPJ!:NDIX A 

.....,ta .... ---. 

SSPKCIALLY PREP.AUD ftJlh 

IIAJtCT ORA 
A 

ALI.STATS IlfSUJUUCCS CXDIP.NrT 
PBOPJ!R'l'T INSURMCK QOOTATICII 

AUGU8'!' 13, 1996 

•• PREPARED BY• 

PAT RARVff 
AADIT 

LIIC0HPTB LA 71423 133& Pll"l'ERJmll DR 
AlPNIDllll LA 71301 
310 ,.2 3•96 

LDUISIMA 
DKLUXB HOJIIOWNDf. 

318 442 3497 

Thaak you for the OPP>rbmity to diaou■• your pi-operty i4allrance 
n1rlld11. I look !orwa.nl to offering you t:lla uarvice and value that. 
J.• t:he at:.uld:u:'d of Allstate Ineurance. I a.a aare you will aec ~at 
this quote can affordably enhance your inauranco progra11 . 

TD.RITORY IOH 034 'town Clas• 0007 

Polioy Covarago■ 1 

Ow.UL~ 
Other Structuree Proteecion 

bplac~t Coat. auarantae 
l>well1ng/A~+.aohed Struoturee 

Pereonal . Propert.y Protaction 

Additional Lhi.n9 bpl,Dae 

ralfti.ly Liab.lU.ty (each occurronaoJ 
Cue■t .Medical (each par■on) 
Doductibla• Applicable 

Rew/Renovated Buildi"9 Di■eount 

.Aa,unt 

50,000 
5,000 

25,000 

Up to 12 Month& 

100,000 
l , 000 

500 

Tot.al Annual Pr0111iu11 

PCNU.WII 

523 . 00 

~23 . 00 

Thia quace i■ noc • contract, or binder of aovuraga . All cover.ages 
are aubjaat t.o t.ha t.ar1911 and aonditione oontalm.cl in the polioy and 
endornemMita. The praaiuaa anown are for a 12 month policy period. 
If you have queationa, pleaea contact rae at the numbor liatod above. 



OSDA/AmeriCorps 

Louisiana 

To: 

Fax I: 

Subject: 

Date: 
Pages: 

COMMENTS: 

Joel &rg/DQG DIFlore 

(202) 720-4614 

Dry Fire Hydrant Information 
July 26, 1996 
18, Including this cover 1heat. 

FAX 

As requested, attached Is Information on the dry fire hydrant program in 
Louisiana. Please call Holly Martien at (318) 473-7753 If you have any 
questions. 

From the «-le of ... 

Holly L Martlen 
~ p~ Speci.ii.t 

USDA, Nahnl Reacut:ft Cor!Mr'V9tlotl SIM:le 
3737 ~ StrNt 

A.luandt\e, L.oulw,... 71302 

(318J ◄ 7: n5J 
Fu (318) ◄ 7.>- 7 2 



USDA/AmeriCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

U.S. 0&PART'MENT 0,- AGRICULTURE 

BackgrOIJnd 
!.~ many rur t er s. the lack of an established water system and domestic fire hydrants can 
impair a fire department's ability to do its job quickly and efficiently. Many fire departments 
have chosen to develop a water hauling or "shuttle" procedure, Tanker t rucks are used to 
carry largo amounti of water to the fire scene to deliver a continuous supply of water. · The 
success of this system is relative to the distance the trucks must travel to ref ill. A dry hydrant 
system provides • solution to the problem of distant fill-up points. 

US0A/AmeriCorpa members are working with the Natural Raaources Conservation Service in 
Louisiana to plan, survey, and coordinate the installation of over 2,000 dry fire hydrants in 
rural areas. 

What Is• Dry Hydrant? 
A dry hydrant is a non-pressurized pipe system permanently installed in existing bodies of 
water (lakes, ponds, streams, etc.) to provide a means of suctioning water into I tank truck. 
One end of the dry hydrant protrudes out of the ground to give tanker trucks • hose 
connection. The other end is composed of a strainer submerged in the pond or stream to draw 
water directly through the aystem. The dry hydrant ay1tem gives tank.er trucks access to 
ponds and streams from the main road and ends the necessity of going all the way back to the 
starting point for • refill. 

Water Shuttle 
In a water hauling operation, the time it takes to fill the tanker, the distance the tanker has to 
travel to the fire, and the time it takes to discharge the water from the tanker become critical 
elements in rural fire protection. Time .saved on any one of the above points will increase the 
amount of water that can be hauled to the fire. Ory hydrants, properly located. can 
substantially reduce travel time from a water source to the fire . 

Some departments are using the system in the following manner: when a fire alarm is 
received, equipment is dispatched on e pre-planned basis determined by such things .11 fire 
flow needs, hazards involved, water supply available, etc. One tanker and one pumper 
respond to the fire. The pumper begins the fire attack with water from Its booster tank. The 
first responding tanker may act as a •nurse• tanker, or may sat up a portable drop tank and 
begin discharging its load of water into the drop tank. The water in the tanker can be 
transferred to the portable drop tank at a rate of approximately 1,000 gallons per minute. As 
soon as the tanker is empty, it immediately heads to the water supply. In the meantime, 
another fire department pumper has responded to the water supply, connected to the dry 
hydrant, and primed its pump. When the empty tanker arrives as the water supply, the 
pumper is ready to fill the tanker. The refilled tanker returns to the fire site, discharges its 
water, and the cycle is repeated. 

1 
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, .. •· • . . . 11;,,;: f.~H t«:liiti .. R 
Fh Clu61f'k:4don Rating 
The most Important benefit of the in,tall1tion of dry hydrants In rural areas is the increased 
capability of firefighter• to uve livH end property. An additional benefit where dry hydrants 
have been 1ucceHfully uaed i, In the reduct ion of fire classifications for fire insurance . Fire 
in urance premium, for each area are based on a classification by the Propert y Insurance 
A ssociat ion c,f Louisiana (PIAL). The classificat ion depends on each area's abili ty to fight f ires . • 
Areas with no f ire departments are give a class 10 rating. As the fire-fighting capability 
increases, the rating decreases. Higher training levels and better equipment are among the 
ways this can be accomplished. For example, if a fire department can demonstrate the ability 
to pump 250 gallons of water per minute for t-wo hours H • fire scene, the area's fire rat ing 
could potentially decrease to a six or seven. Ory fire hydrants play an important role in such a 
demonstration in rural areas. Oepartment rat ings should decrease and residents could see a 
significant reduction in insurance rates. PIAL makes the final determination regarding the rate. 

lnsur•nc• Premium Savings 
An additional benefit to citizens where dry hydrants have been installed is the possible 
reduction of fire insurance rates. According to the PAIL, the use of the dry hydrant water 
delivery system by volunteer fire departments may help decrease an area 's rat ing from a 8 to 5 
which could result in a drop of 25 percent io commercial fire rates for that district. For 
example: 

....... .. .. .......... ................. .. ... .... ....... .. .. .......................... .. ........ ....... .. ...... .. .. ........... .. .. .. .... .. .. .............. .... .. .. .. ... ...... .. ..... .. .... ...... .. ... ... ... ...... .. .. .. ........ .. ........ ..... ........ .. .. ... .......... ........ , 
! In Jackson Parish, Louisiana, the Quitman Fire Protection District successfully ! 
i conducted a water shuttle demonstration uaing • dry hydrant for Thomas ; 
1 Casissa of PIAL. This shuttle enabled the district to improve their property 
!insurance rat ing from a 9 to an 8, leading to a 21% drop In commercial 
!ln.turance pre,niumt ............................... ................................................................................. ~ 
........................................... .. .... ................. ................ .. ... .. ................ .. ............................ .. ...... .. ............. .. ..... .... ..... ...... ......... .......... 
: Fire District 7 installed dry fire hydrants contributing to a fire insurance rating • 
reduction from a class 10 to a class 7, A homeowner in Natchitoches Fire 
District 7 has I brick house worth $100,000. The insurance premium with a 
cl111 10 fire rating was f 1 ,940/year; the premium with a class 7 rating was 
significantly reduced to • 1,086/year, with a savings of $854/year for the ' : 

:!:'.~!!.l.~~.~r!!!.: ... Th~!.!~ .. ~ .. ~~ .. ~~.~!;~~m.J.~~~:i:u:f:~~ .. 9.~a1.~~ . .P.~.~.~~.~=····················· ····~.l 

The following data was provided by Allstate Insurance on classification rates and ettlmated 
premium• for privately owned dwellings: 

Insurance premium for a • 100,000 brick home located in a Rapides Parish fire 
district with a class 7 fire rating: f654/yr. 
Insurance premium for a t 100,000 brick home located in a Rapides Parish fire 
district with a class 5 fire rating: $584/yr. 

;Resul~ing in .• .$avings .of 17011 yeer_for.ths.hOf1:B0wner;. an) .1.% .reduc_tion ...... 

2 



J UL~26-96 15:02 FROM , 

U DA/AmerlCorpa Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Loulslana 

•n•:un-•• "-;-;~;;;~; .. f;;ff~--f1oo~ooo··bri~·;;·h·~~~ .. i~~·~·~;d·i~ .. ~·R~~·i·d~~··p~~·i·~·h·1i;~·-1 
dlt1:ttct w th I dlU 3 flrt ,.ting: t426 ; 
mu11ne(' p,omlum for a t100,000 brick home loc1t1d in a Rapides Parish fire j 
dl1trfet with I cl111 2 fire retlng: •409 l 
lt••ulrinf . in .• . uving• of I 1_7 • .'1-.~~.!.~!..~1!.'!..!!.<?.!!!.~~-"!1!.1!.~!.~ .. ~-~'!!! .. r.'!.<!.l}.~!!9.'!.: ........... \ 

The above examples are for homes in di ffe rent insurance ra t ing zones . As. the data ind icates, 
the premium rates for the Rapides Parish zone are lower t han the premium rates for 
~tchltoches Parish ione, therefore, 1 general premium rate for a $100,000 brick home cannot 
be determined for •Any Pariah•, Loutalana. Also, the premium Quoted w ill differ from insurance 
company to insurance company. 

Other benefits of dry fire hydrants Include conservation of limited water storage for drinking 
water and the use of natural, unprocessed water for road maintenance . 

tfliictiJ.f.1J;':$av_~j~i}J.ii~~fQi.fl(tit!ilf!llX!lr_@~:HY<liiht,'.•. 
Six structures have been directly saved because a dry hydrant was near the fire or because no 
pressurized hydrants were in the area. Ten structures were indirectly saved when grass fires 
and forest fires were contained with the us, of dry hydrants . 

................. ...... .......... ........................... ... ................ .. .............. .... ................... .... ......... .......... ...................................................... ... .............. .. ....... .. ........... 
; During a hard freeze in February of this year, Concordia Parish (Vidalia and l 
Ferriday, Louisiana) lost electricity so pressurized hydrants were not 1 

acceaaiblt for fire protection. Ory hydrants were used for the three fires : 
encountered throughout the power failure. The Concordia Parish Firt District 
was thankful for the use of the dry hydrants, as well as neighboring fire 

:districts. • ... ................ .. ..................... .. ............................................ .. .................... .. ................ .. ................ .. .... .. .... .. ................. ...... ........ ....................................... 
........................ ................ .. .......................................... .. ..................................... .. .................. ... ........................................... .......... ..... .... ...................... .. 
j 1n.Rl?~~~q. Parish 1 .. Louisiana, .. dr.Y.. hyd~ants. wer~ .~!.~~. to .. save. two. saw. mills ....... ) 

11~. lb~ria .~;rish, •. Louisia~•t ~ .drv l\ydrant. was. u·~~d· t~ .contain .a .. structure. fire .... l 
: ............. .. .................................. ................................................................................................................................................... .... .. .. ... .. ......... .. ............. ......... .. ..... i·· ·· · ·: 

: In February 1996, Ward 4 Fire Protection District in Jackson Parish, Louisiana~ 1 
1 used water drawn from a dry hydrant to extinguish an approximately ten-acre ! 
jgraas fire, which was endangering a nearby dwelling. Due to the proximity of 1 

l~~~ .. ~Y.~r!.~L~~.J~!L~!r.~.~.~b~ . .!l.~~.~.i.~ . .l:'.~~ .. ~.~.~~ .. ~.~~L~~!!~.i.~9: ...... ....... ····························j 
.............. ······················ ............. .. ....................................................................................................... .... ... .. ................. ...... .. ... ............. ...... .. 
[In April 1997, Ward 4 Fire Protection Oistrict in Jackson Parish, Louisiana, got 
; another chance to utilize their dry hydrants to extinguish a woods fire. They 
: were able to save three homes from destruction . ... ....... ...... .......................................... ...................................................................... ................... ....... ................................ ... ......................... .......... ............. ... 

In Beauregard Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant was used to contain a forest 
.~\r.~.J~~~ .. ~.~.~ .. ~.~'.-~-~.1~.r:i.\~iU.1?..~.r:i.~~n.Q~r. .~!-!r~~~0-~i.~g .. ~C?-~~.~ ... .. .... ........ .... .... .. ..... .. ....... . 
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Louisiana 

··-··················· .................... ................... -.......................... ............................................................................. .... ... : 
i Num rous bru5h fir I and wood1 fires throughout Louisi1na were conta ined j 
l with the uaa of dry hydranta before the f ires caused destruction to ; 
: ! .Y.!r.9.~.f'.'l.~!r.'.Q. ~-9.~.~-~--~r,i.t l>.~!!~_i_r:,_g ~: ....................... ......................................... .... .................. j 

Progr Repoii of biyHyilianflnstaiiifi!iiiihy·Parl • 

Following ia a progreu report of dry hydrant installations in Louisiana: 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant, Hydrant• 

Planned for Fire Protection District• Within ln1talled by IMtabd In 
Pen1h Perflh Perlahn District hrfah 

Acadia Parish 36 20 

Acadia Fire Oittric:t 1 6 

Acadia Fire District 8 2 

Acedl• Flri Protection Olstrict 3 
3 

Acadia Parish Fire District 6 4 

Eunice Fire Department 2 

Fire Protection District e 3 

Allen Pari.t, 3S 34 

Elton VoluntHr Fire 8 
O.panment 

Oberlin Volunteer Fire 2 • 
0.pertrMnt -

Elizabeth Volunteer Fire , 
Department 

Fire Protection District 4 , 
Oakdale Fire Department 7 

Allen Fire Protection Dmrlct 2, 12 
Ward 3 

Grant VoluntHr Fire 3 
Department 



USDA/ AmeriCorp1 Dry Firt Hydrant Project 

Loulllana 

Hydtenta 
PtaMed fo, Rre Protection Dlflrlctt Within 

Perfeh Partah ParlshH 

Ascen.:sion Parish 36 

Auumptlon Parish 35 

Avoyelles Parish 35 

Avoy1IIH Firt Protection 
Oi.rtrlct 2, Subdistrict 8 

Beauregard Parish 35 

Beauregarci Fire District 1 

S.auregard Fire District 2 

Beauregard Fire District 3 

Beauregard Fire District 3A 

Beauregard Fire District 4 

Merryville Volunt11r Fire 
Department 

Bienville Parish 10 

Bien1,11U1 A<1 District 6 

Bienville Ward 1 & 2 Fire 
District 

Bienville Ward 7 Firt 
Protection District 

Bossier Parish 10 

Benton Fire District 4 

Bossier Fire District 2 

5 

Tot.a 
Hyd,anta Hydtant, 

IMtelled by lnst.aled In 
District Parl1h 

0 

0 

6 

6 

35 

6 

3 

7 

5 

8 

e 

8 

4 -
1 

3 

7 

1 

1 



U DAJAmerlCorp• Dry Fire Hydrant Project 

Loul1l1na 

Hyd,antt 
Pl•nn•d fo, Art Protection Ol1trlet1 Within 

P.nsh Panah P.,-ffhes 

Boni•r Fire District e 

E st Central Bossier F;r 
Protection District 1 

caddo Parish 39 

Caddo Pariah Fire District 2 

Caddo Parish Rre District 4 

Caddo Parish Fire Distrlet 7 

Caddo Pariah Fire District 8 

ca1cat1eu P•rish 35 

Cartyn Volunteer Fir• 
Department 

DeQuincy Volunteer F'111 

Department 

Hayes Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Houston River Volunteer Fire 

I 
~rtment 

k)wa VoluntHr f"tte 
Oeoertrnent 

Lak• Charles Fire Department 

Starks Volunteer Fire 
Oapartment 

Vinton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Westlake VoluntHr FJre 
Department 

Caldwell Parish 35 

6 

Tot.i 
Hydlanta Hydr1nt1 

tn111Hed by lnttaUed In 
Oiatrict Pariah 

3 

2 

38 

10 

9 

8 

11 

35 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 
j 

-
6 

8 

3 

5 

30 
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-
Hydrant.I 

P1.a,uw1d for ~ Ptot.ctlon Oietl'lctt Within 

Parith 'arl•h P-.rlahu 

~ Ca!dwell Paruh Rural Fir• 
Protocticn D,i.irict 

c.m.,on Pari.t\ 35 

Cameron Fire District 1 

Cameron Fire Oiltrict 7 

Cel'Mfon Fire District 9 

Cameron Firt Oittrlct 11 

c.,,,.ron Fire Diltrict 14 

Klondike Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Catahoula Parish 35 

Malttand Volunteer Flr1 
O.pamnent 

Manifest Volunteer Rrt 
Department 

Claiborne Parish 10 

Ctelbomt Flrt Protection 
District 4 

Concordia Perish 3!5 

Concordia Pariah Rural Firt 
Protection District 

DeSoto Parish 50 

DeSoto Fire District 1 

De oto Fi r District 

7 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant• 

Install~ by lnatalled In 
District Perlth 

30 

34 

4 

3 

9 

3 

11 

4 

10 

7 

3 

•, 1 

1 • 
-

, 
1 

34 

9 

6 

PAGE 8 
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Hydrant• 
Pl~ned for Fir• Protection Oi1tric:t1 Within 

Pariah Pariah P-,iahH 

DeSoto Are Oi,uict 8 
I 

East Baton Rouge 36 
Parish 

East Carroll Parish 12 

East Feliciana Parish 35 

fvangoline Pariah 20 

Mamcx, Are Protection ~strict 

' 1 

Pine Prairie Ar11 Fire 
Prottctlon Di,ulet 

Vlllt Platte Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Wtrd 5 Fire Protection DIWlct 

~-
franklin Parish 59 

Uddievill• VoluntHr Fire 
0.panment 

Fort Nectllity Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Turkey Cr11k Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Grant Parish 35 

District 5 VFO 

Grant Flre Oistric: t 1 

8 

Total 
Hydtant, Hydrenfl 

lnatalled by lnatalled In 
District Pariah 

19 

0 

0 

0 

1 17 

. 4 

7 

2 

4 

15 

6 /j 

-
4 

6 

20 

5 

4 
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Kydrtntt 
flilenM(lfot Flt• Protection D11trlct• Within 

Peri-" httth Perlthtt 

Gt1nt Fir• District 3 

Gr nt Fire District 7 

Tullos Volunteer Fire 
Oepamn.nt 

•~rt. Parilh 35 

Iberia P1rllh Fire District 1 

Iberville Parish 35 

. 
Jackson Pariah ' 10 

Hodga Volunteer Fire 
Dtparun.nt 

Jackaon Fire District 6 

Oui1m1n Fire Protection 
District 1 

Ward 4 Fire Protection District 

Jefferson Oavl1 35 
Parish 

Jtfftrson Davis Fire District 1 

Jefferson Davit Fire District 2 

Jefferson Davit Fire District 3 

Jefferson Davis Firt District 4 

Jefferson Davis Fira District 5 

Jefferson Devis Fire District 6 

J1ff1rson Davis Fire District 7 

9 

Total 
Hydt1nt1 Hydl'antt 

lnatllltd by lntteiled In 
Dl1trlct P.,J1h 

3 

5 

3 

35 

35 

0 

10 

2 

1 , 
e 

35 

• 
-

1 

8 

2 

10 

3 

9 

2 

-
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ttydrem• 
~tOf Fir• ~ot.ctJon 011tr1ct1 Within 

fterfsh ~ .. .,, Partshe• 

t.f y • Plt'ilh 21 

II 
i CX.son ol..i n:eer Fire 

i Dtp rtm41nt 

Jud.ca VoJuntHr Fire 
Department 

lafourctt. Perish 36 

Lafourche Firt District 1 

Laf ourcht Fire District 2 

Lafourche Fire District 6 

Lafourc~. Fire Oistrlct 7 

L1Sallt Perish 0 

Lincoln Parish 10 

Livingston Parish 36 

Uvlngtton Fire Oi1trlct 1 

Livingston Parish Fire Dl1trlct 8 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
10 

Uvlngston Perish Fire District 
11 

Livingston Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Madison Parish 3S 

Madison Perish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

10 

Totel 
Hydrant• Hydr1nta 

Installed by lna1alled In 
Dittrict Parish 

2 

, 
1 

14 

6 

4 

1 

3 

0 

0 

18 

9 

2 • 
-2 

4 

1 

36 

35 



-

UIDA/AmerlCorpt Dry fire Hydrant Project 
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Hydttntt 
tr-- ---- Planned fot AH Protection Oiatrict1 Within 

hMn Penah Pariahu 

" 'i Morehou,o Pt•,sh 
. ') , ... 

Natchltoche• Perish 21 

Natchhochea Fire District 1 

Natchitoches Fire Diatrict 2 

Natchitoches Fir• Oiltrlct 6 

Natchitoche1 Fire District 7 

Natchitoches Fir• District 8 

Natchitoches Fire District 9 

Ouachita Parish 35 

PlaQUemlnes Parish 35 

Pointe Coupee 35 
Parish 

Pointe Coupee Fire District 1 

Rapides Parish 62 

Rapides Are Protection District 
2 

Rapld11 Fire District 3 

RaplclH Fitt District 4 

Rapider Are District 5 

RapidH Fire District 6 

Rapides Are District 10 

, , 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant s 

lntt.iled by lnttelltd In 
District Per11h 

0 

19 

3 

3 

4 

4 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

' -
36 

8 

4 

2 

4 

9 

5 
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Hydrant• 
~fo, Fire Prot.ctlon 011trlcu Within 

Perfah Panah ParlthH 

R.pidu Fire District 14 
. 

~ River Pe~ 25 

Red River Firt ProtKtion 
District 

Richland Parish 57 

Dtlhi Volunteer Firt 
Department 

Mangham Fire Protection 
District 4 

Rayvlllt Volunteer f lrt 
Oepartment 

Start-Girard Fire Protection 
District 

Sabine Parish 44 

Sabine Fire District 1, Ward• 1 
&2 

Sabine Fire District 1, Wards 3 
&4 

North Sablne Fire ProtectJon 
District 

St. Bernard Parish 35 

St. Charles Parish 0 

St. James Parish 10 

12 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant• 

lnat.iled by lnatalled In 
Dlttrlct Perish 

6 

12 

12 

13 

1 

4 

, 

7 

38 

9 

14 

. 
-15 

0 

0 

0 



JUL 26 - 96 1s , 0 s FROM , 

. USDA/AmerlCorps Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Loul1lan1 

Hydrant, 
Planned for Fite Prot.ctlon Olatnct• Within 

Parish Perlth ParlahH 

St. Helena Perish 36 

St. John the Baptist 13 
Parish 

St. t..ndry Parish 35 

St. Martin Parish 4!5 

Arnaudville Volunteer Flre 
O.parunent 

Belle River VoluntHr Fire 
Department 

Breaux Bridge Voluntur Fire 
Oepanment 

Butte LaRost Voluntur Flre 
0.parttNnt 

Cade Volunteer Art 
Department 

Cetahoula Volunteer Fire 
DeparttMnt 

Cecilia Volunteer Fire 
Otpartment 

Cot11u Holmes Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Henderson Fire Service Area 

Parks Voluntttr Fira 
Department 

St. Martinville Volunteer Fire 
Oepa"ment 

13 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrants 

Installed by ln1talled In 
Dl•tnct Perieh 

0 

0 

0 

38 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 
' 

' 3 -

4 

3 

4 

3 
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U DA/AmerlCorpt Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
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Hydrant• 
Pl~ fo, Fir• Prot•ctlon Dfatrlct1 Within ,.,..., '-1th P1rt1hH 

Stephen,vill• VoluntHr Fire 
~~"1m~'lt 

St. Mary Parish 35 

St. Mary Fire District • 

St. Mary rw1 District 5 

St. Miry Fire District 9 

St. Miry Fltt District 11 

St. Mary Fire District 12 

St. Tammany Parish 35 

St. Tammany Fire District 1 

Tangipahoa Parish 36 

Tensas Parish 35 

Tensas Parish Rural Fire 
Protection Olrtrlct 

Terreborvie Parish 35 

Terr~ Fire District 1, 2, I 
3, Zone B 

Union P1ri1h 10 

Bernice Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Marlon Volunteer Are 
0.Ptrtment 

Tot1I 
Hydrant, Hydrants 

lnat.il•d by lnatalled In 
Di1triet Pariah 

3 

15 

2 

4 

0 

7 

2 

8 

8 

0 

8 

6 

• -e 
6 

7 

1 

0 
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~ Dry Fir• Hydnnt Project I 
. 

-- ---- Total 
. Hydt•nta Hydrentl ••,-..-n• 

fQ( At-. Protection Dlltt'lctt Wlthlfl INt.iJed by lnttaMed In 

tt.iM pe,t-,, PatlahH District Pariah 

i •rd,s W1 d 4 Vo un &er Flre 3 
I 

Depat1m.nt 

S.,OncerN.'ut Sterlington 1 
VoluntHr Fire OepartrMnt 

Ward & Volunteer Fire 2 
0.part,Nnt 

Vtrmllllon Parilh 35 38 

Vetmilllon Firt District 1 3 

Vermillion Fire District 3 3 

Vermillion fire District 4 3 

Vermillion Fire District 5 3 

Vwmllllon Fire Oiltri~ 8 3 

Vermillion Fire District 7 3 

Vermillion Fire District 9 4 

Vermillion Ate District 11 3 

Vlfmilllon Fifi District 12 2 

Vtfmillion Fire District 13 3 

Vermllllon Fire District 14 3 

Vtrmllllon Fire District 16 3 -
Vermillion Firt District 16 2 

Vernon Parish 35 9 

Vernon Pariah Fire OIWict 1 9 

Washington Parish 35 0 

15 
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Hydrant, 
Plann•d to, Flt t Pr t •ctk)n Dittrtc tt WltNn 

Pariah Parith Perl1hea 

W ebs-ter Pari sh 10 
I 

We bst11,Ever grc1n Fire 

Protection D,stnct 

Webster Fire District 2 

Webster fire District 4 

Webster Fire District 11 

West Baton Rouge 0 
Parish 

West Carroll Parish 35 . 
Wost Carroll Ward 2 Fire 
Protection District 

Wost Fel iciana 0 
Parish 

Wi1111 Parish 10 

Winnfield Fire Department 

0 FAvL 17 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant • 

lt11t lltd by lnt1all1d In 
District Pariah 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

4 

4 

0 

10 

As of July 26. 1 996 
Total Planned Hydrants: Total Installed Hydrants: 764 

• Somo parishes have declined hydrants. All parishes will have an opportunity to requested the 
declined hydrants to supplement the hydrants installed in their parishes. 

Building Community 
Pol ice juries and volunteer tire departments work with USDA/AmeriCorps members to plan , 
survt!y and install dry fire hydrants. This local volunteer effort is reflected by 40,919 
hours of community time donated to this effort at a value of $1,529,002.40. 

16 
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Tom Morton, Tr•ilbl•nr RC&D, Ruston. 

ID • 000 000 

N•ncy Oy•r. Twin V•ll•y RC&D, N•tch~· ,,.._..,.~ .... Louisi•n• 
Donn• H•yd•I. lmp•rlal CMcu~u RC&D, ing6, Louisiana 
Robin Torrenca, Capital RC&D, Denh•m • gs, Louisiana 
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Date: 
Pages: 

COMMENTS: 

Joel Barg/Dea Difiore 
(202) 720-4614 
Dry Fire Hydrant Information 
July 26, 1996 
18, including this cover sheet. 

ID : 00000000000000000000 PAGE 1 

FAX 

As requested, attached Is Information on the dry fire hydrant program in 
Louisiana. Please call Holly Martien at (318) 473-7753 if you have any 
questions. 

From the deak of ... 

Holly L Mertlen 
Adml~ Program Specl11i.t 

USDA, Net11ral Racurcee C0t1..-...tlon SeMCe 
3737 Gollwnmenl Str.t 

Aleandrle, Louillal\l 71302 

(318) 47~TT53 
Fu: (318) 47~7682 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AORICULT\JRE NATU~L RESOU~CE5 CON:SERVATICN SEAVICE 

:Jai:llgllliliill: 
In many rural areas, the lack of an established water system and domestic fire hydrants can 
impair a fire department's ability to do its job quickly and efficiently. Many fire departments 
have chosen to develop a water hauling or "shuttle" procedure. Tanker trucks are used to 
carry large amounts of water to the fire scene to deliver a continuous supply of water. The 
success of this system is relative to the distance the trucks must travel to refill. A dry hydrant 
system provides a solution to the problem of distant fill-up points. 

USOA/AmeriCorpa members are working with the Natural Resources Conservation Service in 
Louisiana to plan, survey, and coordinate the installation of over 2,000 dry fire hydrants in 
rural areas. 

What Is a Dry Hydrant] 
A dry hydrant is a non-pressurized pipe system permanently installed in existing bodies of 
water (lakes, ponds, streams, etc.) to provide a means of suctioning water into a tank truck. 
One end of the dry hydrant protrudes out of the ground to give tanker trucks a hose 
connection. The other end is composed of a strainer submerged in the pond or stream to draw 
water directly through the system. The dry hydrant system gives tanker trucks access to 
ponds and streams from the main road and ends the necessity of going all the way back to the 
starting point for a refill . 

Water Shuttle 
In a water hauling operation, the time it takes to fill the tanker, the distance the tanker has to 
travel to the fire, and the time it takes to discharge the water from the tanker become critical 
elements in rural fire protection. Time saved on any one of the above points will increase the 
amount of water that can be hauled to the fire. Dry hydrants, properly located, can 
substantially reduce travel time from a water source to the fire . 

Some departments are using the system in the following manner: when a fire alarm is 
received. equipment is dispatched on a pre-planned basis determined by such things as fire 
flow needs. hazards involved, water supply available, etc. One tanker and one pumper 
respond to the fire. The pumper begins the fire attack with water from its booster tank. The 
first responding tanker may act as a "nurse" tanker, or may set up a portable drop tank and 
begin discharging its load of water into the drop tank. The water in the tanker can be 
transferred to the portable drop tank at a rate of approximately 1,000 gallons per minute. As 
soon as the tanker is empty, it immediately heads to the water supply. In the meantime, 
another fire department pumper has responded to the water supply, connected to the dry 
hydrant, and primed its pump. When the empty tanker arrives as the water supply. the 
pumper is ready to fill the tanker. The refilled tanker returns to the fire site, discharges its 
water, and the cycle is repeated. 

1 
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The most important benefit of the installation of dry hydrants In rural areas is the increased 
capability of firefighters to save lives and property. An additional benefit where dry hydrants 
have been successfully used is in the reduction of fire classifications for fire insurance. Fire 
insurance premiums for each area are based on a classification by the Property Insurance 
Association of Louisiana (PIAL). The classification depends on each area's ability to fight fires. 
Areas with no fire departments are give a class 10 rating. As the fire•fighting capability 
increases, the rating decreases. Higher training levels and better equipment are among the 
ways this can be accomplished. For example, if a fire department can demonstrate the ability 
to pump 250 gallons of water per minute for two hours as a fire scene, the area's fire rating 
could potentially decrease to a six or seven. Dry fire hydrants play an important role in such a 
demonstration in rural areas. Department ratings should decrease and residents could see a 
significant reduction in insurance rates. PIAL makes the final determination regarding the rate. 

/n$utanc• Premium Savings 
An additional benefit to citizens where dry hydrants have been installed is the possible 
reduction of fire insurance rates. According to the PAIL, the use of the dry hydrant water 
delivery system by volunteer fire departments may help decrease an area's rating from a 8 to 5 
which could result in a drop of 25 percent in commercial fire rates for that district. For 
example: 

.................... ............. .. .... ...... .. .................. .. .. .. ...................................................................... ... .. ........................................ .. ..... .. .... .. ...... .... .. ................. .. ......... ............. 
! In Jackson Parish, Louisiana, the Quitman Fire Protection District successfully ! 
1 conducted a water shuttle demonstration using a dry hydrant for Thomas ; 
i Casissa of PIAL. This shuttle enabled the district to improve their property 
1 insurance rating from a 9 to an 8, leading to a 21 % drop In commercial 
l •n.1ur,nce .Premiums •............................ .. ... ................................................... ........................ .. .l 
• •• e • • • • • e •• • e e •• •• ee O O • • • • • • • •• •• •• • • • • • • •• 0 ••• f •• • 0 O• I• O •• • • • • • •• • •• • •• • •• • • • • • • •• • •• •• • IO eo oe ••••I e I••• e O ee • •• a e • • ee O O O e ee I ·• e I• • O • • •• ••• I• O • • • • • • •• • t 

i Fire District 7 installed dry fire hydrants contributing to a fire insurance rating 1 
l reduction from a class 10 to a class 7, A homeowner in Natchitoches Fire 1 
! District 7 has a brick house worth $100,000. The insurance premium with a 
j class 10 fire rating was • 1,940/year; the premium with a class 7 rating was 
; significantly reduced to $ 1 ,086/year. with a savings of $854/year for the . 

t.~-~!!.'.~?.-~-~~r: ... ~.~?..!~ .. •··'-'~-·~'~·~~~1.~~J.~~m..~~ .. 9.~,a1.~~~-.P.~.•-~~-~=········· ·················J 

Tho following data was provided by Allstate Insurance on classification rates and a.tlmated 
premium• for privately owned dwellings: 

.. ............................................................................................................. .. ................................................................................ ............ .......... 
) Insurance premium for a $100,000 brick home located in a Rapides Parish fire 
i district with a class 7 fire rating: $654/yr. 
I 

i Insurance premium for a t 100,000 brick home located in a Rapides Parish fire 
!district with a class 5 fire rating: f584/yr. 
1 Rf!~llf.~ing in .a. savings. of I 7(? s _ytJa~.f<J~. ~hs. homeowner;_ anJ _1_ % _reduc_tion ...... 

2 



JUL-26-96 15: 02 FROM , 

USDA/ AmerlCorpa Dry Fire Hydrant Project 
Louisiana 

ID , 00000000000000000000 PAGE 4 

................................................................................................................................................................................ , 
; Insurance premium for a $100,000 brick home located in a Rapides Parish fire \ 
i district with a class 3 fire rating: ♦426 i 
I I 

! Insurance premium for a $100,000 brick home located in a Rapides Parish fire I 
;district with a class 2 fire rating: $409 : 

! Rf!sulting in .a. SB"(ings. of $1_7_ • . ysar_for_ thB_ homeownsr;_ a. 4 % . reduction ........... J 

The above examples are for homes in different insurance rating zones. As the data indicates, 
the premium rates for the Rapides Parish zone are lower than the premium rates for 
Natchitoches Parish zone, therefore, a general premium rate for a $100,000 brick home cannot 
be determined for •Any Parish•, Louisiana. Also, the premium quoted will differ from insurance 
company to insurance company. 

Other benefits of dry fire hydrants Include conservation of limited water storage for drinking 
water and the use of natural, unprocessed water for road maintenance. 

:$._'(lficlltr.lls;la:v,J1}s.,fJ,6uli.01Jll8ltl}l.t!l!A.,P./f!j.JGll@i/!!/1~<li.«r.i:f#.). 
Six structures have been directly saved because a dry hydrant was near the fire or because no 
pressuri2ed hydrants were in the area. Ten structures were indirectly saved when grass fires 
and forest fires were contained with the use of dry hydrants . 

.......................................................................................................................................... ................................... 
1 During a hard freeze in February of this year, Concordia Parish (Vidalia and 1 
i Ferriday, Louisiana) lost electricity so pressurized hydrants were not 
l accessible for fire protection. Ory hydrants were used for the three fires 
l encountered throughout the power failure. The Concordia Parish Fire District 
! was thankful for the use of the dry hydrants, as well as neighboring fire 
l districts. ; ...... ......................................................................................................................................................................... .. ...................... ......................... ...... ...... 
... .... ..... .. ...... .... ............ .. ...... .. ................ .... .... ................ ....... ..................... ........... .. ... .. .... .. ... ... .. .............................................................. .. ......... .. .................................. 
i In. DeSoto. Parish, .. Louisiana, .. dry_ hydrants. were. used. to. save .. two. saw_ mills ........ l 
..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ... .. .......... ............................... .. .. .. ..... .. ... , .. 
l 1~_ Iberia _Parish, .Louisiana,. a .dry_ hydrant . was. used. to .contai~. a_.structure . fire . .. J 
......... .. . -· .. -----·. -. --- .... ................. ........ .............................................. ... .. ........................................ .. -... .... .... .. .... ... .. ............................ . 
In February 1996, Ward 4 Fire Protection District in Jackson Parish, Louisiana, i 
used water drawn from a dry hydrant to extinguish an approximately ten-acre i 
grass fire, which was endangering a nearby dwelling . Due to the proximity of j 
the .hydrant. to .the_ fire,. ~he .fire. did. not .h~rm _the. building ............... .. ........................ .l 

In April 1997, Ward 4 Fire Protection District in Jackson Parish, Louisiana, got ! 
another chance to utilize their dry hydrants to extinguish a woods fire. They t 
were able to save three homes from destruction. t .. .. ... .................... ............. ......... ......... ... ...... ................. ......... .............. .. ............. .. .......... .. .............. .. .......... ..... ....... .................................... .. ....................... .. .... .. , 

In Beauregard Parish, Louisiana, a dry hydrant was used to contain a forest 
fire .. ~~at _was _threatening .to. endanQer .surrounding homes .......... ... ........................... .1 

3 
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·················· ..................................................................................................................................................................... , 
l Numerous brush fires and woods fires throughout Louisiana were contained ! 
1 with the use of dry hydrants before the fires caused destruction to 

[ surroundin.9_ homes .and. buildings .......................................... ~ ........................................ ...l 

-Following ia a progress report of dry hydrant installations in Louisiana: 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant• Hydrant, 

Planned for Fire Protection Oi1trlct1 Within ln1talled by lnttalled ln 
Pariah Parf1h Parl1h11 District Pariah 

Acadle Parish 35 20 

Acadia Fire District 1 6 

Acadia Fire District 8 2 

Acadia Fire Protection District 3 
3 

Acadia Parish Fire District 6 4 

Eunice Fire Department 2 

Fire Protection District 6 3 
' 

Allen Parish 35 34 

Elton Volunteer Fire 8 
Depanment 

Oberlin Volunteer Fire 2 
Department 

Elizabeth Volunteer Fire 1 
Department 

Fire Protection District 4 1 

Oakdale Fire Department 7 

Allen Fire Protection District 2, 12 
Ward 3 

Grant Volunteer Fire 3 
Department 

4 
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Hydrants 
Planned fo, Fire Protection Dl1trlct1 Within 

Pariah Parish Parlsh11 

Ascension Perish 36 

Assumption Parish 35 

Avoyelles Parish 35 

Avoy1ll11 Fire Protection 
District 2, Subdistrict 8 

Beauregard Perish 35 

Beauregard Fire District 1 

Beauregard Fire District 2 

Buuregard Fire District 3 

Beauregard Fire District 3A 

Beauregard Fire District 4 

Merryville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Bienville Parish 10 

Bienville Fire District 6 

Bienville Ward 1 & 2 Fire 
District 

Bienville Werd 7 Fire 
Protection District 

Bossier Perish 10 

Benton Fire District 4 

Bossier Fire District 2 

5 

Total 
Hydtants Hydrants 

Installed by lnetelled In 
District Parl1h 

0 

0 

6 

6 

35 

6 

3 

7 

5 

8 

6 

8 

4 

1 

3 

7 

1 

1 
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Hydrants 
Pl■Med for Fire Protection D11trict1 Within 

Perish Parish Pll'lthet 

Bossier Fire District 6 

East Central Bossler Fire 
Protection Oistrict 1 

Caddo Parish 39 

Caddo Parish Fire District 2 

Caddo Parish Fire District 4 

Caddo Parish Fire District 7 

Clddo Parish Fire District 8 

Calcasieu Parish 35 

Carfyss Volunteer Fire 
Department 

DeQuincy Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Hayes Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Houston River Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Iowa Volunteer Fire 
Oepartment 

Lake Charles Fire Department 

Starks Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Vinton Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Westlake Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Caldwell Pariah 35 

6 

Total 
Hydrant, Hydrant, 

lnatalled by Installed In 
District Pariah 

3 

2 

38 

10 

9 

8 

11 

35 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

6 

8 

3 

5 

30 
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Hydrant• 
Planned for Are Protection Olatrtctt Within 

Parish Pariah Perl1h11 

Caldwell Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Cameron Perish 35 

Cameron Fire District 1 

Cameron Fire District 7 

Cameron Fire District 9 

Cameron Fire District 11 

Cemtron Fire District 14 

Klondike Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Catahoula Parish 35 

Maitland Volunteer Fire 
Oepartmtnt 

Manifest Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Claiborne Parish 10 

Claiborne Fire Protection 
District 4 

Concordia Parish 35 

Concordia Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

DeSoto Parish 50 

DeSoto Fire District 1 

DeSoto Fire District 5 

7 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant• 

lnatalled by ln1talled In 
District Parish 

30 

34 

4 

3 

9 

3 

11 

4 

10 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

34 

9 

6 
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Hydrants 
Planned for Fire Protection D11trlct1 Within 

Pariah Panah ParlahH 

DeSoto Fire District 8 

East Baton Rouge 35 
Parish 

East Carroll Parish 12 

East Feliciana Parish 35 

Fvangeline Pariah 20 

Mamou Fire Protection District 
1 

Pine Prairie Area Fire 
Protection District 

--·"~··-·-
Ville Platte Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Ward 5 Fire Protection 01.irlct 

_,_._ .. 

frankl in Parish 59 

Liddieville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Fort Necessity Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Turkey Creek Volunteer Fire 
Depenment 

Grant Parish 35 

District 5 VFD 

Grant Fire District 1 

8 

Tot-4 
Hydrant, Hydrant, 

Installed by Installed In 
District Pariah 

19 

0 

0 

0 

17 

4 

7 

2 

4 

15 

6 

4 

6 

20 

5 

4 
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Hydrant, 
Planned for Fire Protection Dl1trlct1 Within 

Perish Pariah Perlthet 

Grant Fire District 3 

Grant Fire District 7 

Tullos Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Iberia Parish 35 

lberlt Parish Fire Oist,ict 1 

Iberville Parish 35 

Jackson Parish 10 

Hodge Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Jackton Fire District 6 

Quitman Fire Protection 
District 1 

Ward 4 Fire Protection District 

Jefferson Devit 35 
Parish 

Jefferson Devis Fire District 1 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 2 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 3 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 4 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 5 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 6 

Jefferson Davis Fire District 7 

9 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrants 

lnttaHed by lnttalled In 
Dittrlct Pari1h 

3 

5 

3 

35 

35 

0 

10 

2 

1 

1 

6 

35 

1 

8 

2 

10 

3 

9 

2 
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Hydrant, 
Planned for Ar• Protection Dl1trlct1 Within 

Pariah Pariah Parishes 

l■f ayene Parish 27 

Duson Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Judice Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Lafourche Parish 36 

Lafourche Fire District 1 

Lafourche Fire District 2 

Lafourche Fire District 6 

Lafourche Fire District 7 

LaSalle Pa,ish 0 

Lincoln Parish 10 

Livingston Parish 36 

Livingston Fire District 1 

Livingston Parish Fire District 8 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
10 

Livingston Parish Fire District 
11 

Livingston Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Madison Parish 35 

Madison Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

10 

Total 
Hydrant, Hydrant• 

ln1tallad by ln1taUed In 
District Parish 

2 

1 

1 

14 

6 

4 

1 

3 

0 

0 

18 

9 

2 

2 

4 

1 

36 

35 
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Hydrant1 
Planned for Flre Protection Dlatrlct1 Within 

Pariah Pariah Parlthea 

Morehouse Parish 12 

Natchitoches Pariah 21 

Natchitochea Fire District 1 

Natchitoches Fire District 2 

Natchitoches Fire District 6 

Natchitoches Fire District 7 

Natchitoches Fire District 8 

Natchitoches Fire District 9 

Ouachita Parish 35 

Plaquemin11 Parish 35 

Pointe Coupee 35 
Parish 

Pointe Coupee Fire District 1 

Rapides Parish 62 

Rapides Fire Protection District 
2 

Rapides Fire District 3 

Rapides Fire District 4 

Rapides Fire District 5 

Rapidea Fire District 6 

Rapides Are District 10 

11 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant• 

Installed by lnatelled In 
Dlttrict Pariah 

0 

19 

3 

3 

4 

4 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

36 

6 

4 

2 

4 

9 

5 
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Hydrants 
Planned for Fire Protection Df1trlct1 Within 

Parl•h Parl•h Parl1hH 

Rapides Fire District 14 

Red River Parish 26 

Red River Fire Protection 
District 

Richland Parish 57 

Delhi Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Mangham Fire Protection 
District 4 

Rayville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Start-Girard Fire Protection 
District 

Sabine Parish 44 

Sabine Fire District 1, Wards 1 
&2 

Sabine Fire District 1, Wards 3 
&4 

North Sabine Fire Protection 
District 

St. Bernard Parish 35 

St. Charles Parish 0 

St. James Parish 10 

12 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant, 

Installed by ln•telled In 
Df1trtct Parish 

6 

12 

12 

13 

1 

4 

1 

7 

38 
I 

9 

14 

15 

0 

0 

0 
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Hydrants 
Planned fOf Fire Protection Df 1trlct1 Within 

Pariah Pariah PatlthH 

St. Helena Parish 36 

St. John the Baptist 13 
Parish 

St. Land,y Parish 35 

St. Martin Parish 45 

Arnaudville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Belle River Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Breaux Bridge Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Butte LaRose Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Cade Volunteer Fire 
Department 

! Catahoula Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Cecilia Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Coteau Holmes Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Handerson Fire Service Area 

Parks Volunteer Fire 
Department 

St. Martinville Volunteer Fire 
Department 

13 

Total 
Hydrant, Hydrants 

ln1talled by ln1talled In 
D11trtct Pariah 

0 

0 

0 

38 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 
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Hydrant, 
Planned for Fir• Protection Dl1trlct1 Within 

Pariah Parish P1rl1he1 

St1phensville Volunteer Are 
Department 

St. Mary Parish 35 

St. Mary Fire District 4 

St. Mery Fire District 5 

St. Mary Fire District 9 

St. Mary Fire District 11 

St. Mary Fire District 12 

St. Tammany Parish 3S 

St, Tammany Fire District 1 

Tangipahoa Parish 36 

Tenses Parish 35 

T1nses Parish Rural Fire 
Protection District 

Terrebonne Parish 35 

T1rrebonne Fire District 1, 2, & 
3, Zone B 

Union Perish 10 

Bernice Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Marlon Volunteer Fire 
Department 

14 

Total 
Hydrant• Hydrant• 

Installed by ln1talled In 
District Parl•h 

3 

15 

2 

4 

0 

7 

2 

8 

8 

0 

8 

6 

6 

6 

7 

1 

0 
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Hydrants 
PlaM•d for Fite Protection Di1trtct1 Within 

Pariah Parish PatlahH 

Sardis Ward 4 Volunteer Fire 
Department 

Spencer/West Sterlington 
Volunteer Fire Department 

Ward 6 Volunteer Fire 
OepartJNnt 

Vermillion Parish 35 

Vermillion Fire District 1 

Vermillion Fire District 3 

Vermillion Fire District 4 

Vermillion Fire District 5 

V1tmlllion Fire District e 
Vermillion Fire District 7 

Vermillion Fire District 9 

Vermillion Fire District 11 

Vermllllon Fire District 12 

Vermillion Fire District 13 

Vermillion Fire District 14 

Vermllllon Fire District 16 

Vermillion Fire District 16 

Vernon Parish 35 

Vernon Parish Fire DIWlct 1 

Washington Parish 35 

15 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrant, 

lnatalled by Installed In 
Diatrlct Pariah 

3 

1 

2 

38 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

9 

9 

0 
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Hydrants 
Planned for Fire Protection Districts Within 

Parish Parish Parishes 

Webster Parish 10 

Webster/E\lergreen Fire 
Protection District 

Webster Fire District 2 

Webster Fire District 4 

Webster Fire District 11 

West Baton Rouge 0 
Parish 

West Carroll Parish 35 

West Carroll Ward 2 Fire 
Protection District 

Wost Feliciana 0 
Parish 

Winn Parish 10 

Winnfield Fire Department 

Total 
Hydrants Hydrants 

Installed by Installed in 
District Parish 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

4 

4 

0 

10 

As of .July 26, 1996 
Total Planned Hydrants: 1,661 • Total Installed Hydrants: 764 

Some parishes have declined hydrants. All parishes will have an opportunity to requested the 
declined hydrants to supplement the hydrants installed in their parishes. 

Building Community 
Police juries and volunteer fire departments work with USDA/AmeriCorps members to plan , 
survey and install dry fire hydrants. This local volunteer effort is reflected by 40,919 
hours of community time donated to this effort at a value of $1 ,529,002.40. 

16 
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This report was preparsd by th• following USOA/AmeriCorps members: 

Tom Morton, Tr1ilblazsr RC&O, Ruston, Louisiana 
Nancy Oyer, Twin Valley RC&O, Natchitoches, Louisiana 
Donna Haydel, Imperial Calcasieu RC&D, Jennings, Louisiana 
Robin Torrence, Capital RC&D, Denham Springs, Louisiana 
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