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decrelar_y !JJG'ke CJsp_y . ................... . 

EDITOR'S NOTE: On July 6 13 USDA 

Crewmembers, Prineville, Ore; Don 

Mackey, Smokejumper, Missoula, 

Mont.; Roger Roth and James Thrash, 

Smokejumpers, McCall, Idaho; and 

Robert Browning and Richard Tyler 

(Bureau of Land Ma'!agement employ-

employees and one employee of the ee/, West Slope Helitack Crewmem-

Bureau of Land Management (U.S. bers, Grand Junction, Colo. 

Department of Interior/ were killed The names and duty stations of the 

while battling a w ildfire on Storm King three persons killed in the line of duty 

Mountain- which is called the South 

Canyon incident-near Glenwood 

Springs, Colo. 26 USDA employees 

and 10 BLM employees survived the 

fire. Six days later on July 12 two 

USDA employees and one contracted 

employee were killed in a helicopter 

crash in the Gila National Forest near 

Silver City, N.M., while fighting a fire in 

that national forest. Two other USDA 

employees survived the crash. 

The 15 deceased USDA employees 

were all with the Forest Service. 

The names and duty stations of the 

14 persons killed in the line of duty 

fighting the South Canyon fire were: 

Jon Kelso and Tammi Bickett, Hot Shot 

Squad Leaders, Prineville, Ore.; Kathi 

Beck, Scott Blecha, Levi Brinkley, Doug 

Dunbar, Terri Hagen, Bonnie Holtby, 

and Rob Johnson, all Hot Shot 

... AMPS continued from page 2 

Sixth , selecting officials have the 

option to interview some, all, or 

none of the applicants. "Current 

procedures stipulate an 'all or noth­

ing' scenario which requires that a 

Waters acknowledged that ser­

vices which the Center can current­

ly provide to field office employees 

are somewhat more limited, but 

emphasized that the Department 

plans to establish similar Centers in 

field locations with large concentra­

tions of USDA employees. 

She noted that, in fact, the first such 

USDA Career Transition Resource 

Center at a fie ld location opened in 

June in Kansas City, Mo. According to 

John Alldredge, Personnel Division 

branch chief with the AgriculniraJ 

Stabil.iz.ation and Conservation Ser­

vice in Kansas City and manager of 

its Center, the field facility offers 

either the same services or services 

comparable to those available at the 

Washington Center. 

He added that the completion of 

in the helicopter accident were: Sean 

Gutierrez and Sam MVinagron w Smith, 

Gila Helitack Crewmembers, Mimbres, 

N.M., and Bob Boomer, contract pilot, 

Van Nuys, Calif. 

On July 9 Secretary Mike Espy toured 

the Colorado fire area by helicopter, 

"!et with fire fighters, and visited Eric 

Hipke, a North Cascades Smokejumper 

stationed at Winthrop, Wash., who was 

hospitalized with injuries. Espy also 

ordered the flags at all USDA offices to 

be flown at half-staff from July 8 to 21. 

In addition, the Department is holdin!j 

a memorial service on Aug. 8 at USDA 

headquarters in Washington, D.C. for 

those 17 persons who died in the line 

of duty in those two incidents. Espy 

also signed a letter dated July 22 which 

is a tribute to the above individuals and 

to those who continue on the firelines. 

selecting official either interview all 

of the candidates or none of the 

candidates; Pugh recounted. 

Seventh, selecting officials have the 

option of deciding on the most 

appropriate method to use in further 

distinguishing among candidates. 

their field facility was another 
'Team USDA' effort. "Two USDA 

unions, as well as ten USDA agen­

cies with offices in the area, provid­

ed-and are still providing­

assistance on behalf of our Center," 

he noted. 

George Huhtanen, Personnel 

Division branch chief with the Fed­

eral Crop Insurance Corporation in 

Kansas City and Center deputy 

manager, added that they are ser­

vicing a geographic area w hich 

includes the estimated 1,800 USDA 

employees in the Kansas City met­

ropolitan area . 

"We're relatively new, so you 

might say that employees are still 

basically checking us out," he 

acknowledged . "But it's a positive 

step, and as we get further along in 

the transition , we 'll be helping out 

a lot more employees." 
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Copies of that letter, with an accompa- v 

nying purple ribbon to be worn during a 

the week of Aug. 8, were sent to all 

USDA employees in their Earnings and c 

Leave Statements for Pay Period 15. a 

On July 7 and July 8 Espy offered the 

following two statements, followed by 

the July 22 letter: 

!July 7 statement:] ... our thoughts and 

prayers go out to the famili es of the 14 [. 

heroic individuals who died Wednes- e 

day [July 61, and to the families of the c 

two fire fighters who were injured f1 

while battling a wildfire near Glenwood s 

Springs, Colo. £ 

These extraordinary individuals were 

specially trained and experienced fire 

fighters. Some of those who lost their 

lives were USDA Forest Service 

employees. The loss of all of these fire 

fighters is a tragedy to their loved 

ones, fellow workers, and to the fire 

team to which they belonged . These 

people were dedicated to the mission 

of saving lives, property and resources. 

On behalf of all USDA employees, I offer 

my sincere expression of sympathy. 

(July 8 statement:] The courage and 

dedication of these men and women, 

Examples include the use of rating 

panels, reference checks, writing 

samples, peer reviews, interviews, or 

some combination of these. 

"AMPS is not a requirement; it's an 

option that a program agency or staff 

office may adopt if it wishes," Carter 

So how long will USDA's Career 

Transition Resource Centers stay 

open? "It probably depends ," 

Waters observed, "on how effective 

we're ultimately able to be in ser­

vicing the 'career transition ' needs 

of USDA employees ." ❖ 
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ou say you don't connect 
rural development and 
child care? Then read on 
Some bought bricks with their names on them 
try Laurie Ray, FmHA Information Sta.ff, Des Moines, Iowa 

Here 's the contradiction: 

There is a great-even a crying­

need for safe, dependable, quality 

child care centers in communities 

throughout this country. But in 

many financial circles-both in 

rural and urban communities­

child care centers have been 

labeled a "risky business." 

USDA has found a way-through 

its Rural Development Administra­

tion- to help sort out this contra­

diction. As part of the Department's 

increasing efforts in rural develop­
ment, RDA is providing communi­

ty facility loans-under certain 

conditions-that help finance 

child care centers . 

"But there are some key require­

ments," emphasized Shirley 
Stroud, chief of RDA's Program 

Development Branch. First, RDA 

may provide financial assistance 

only if other financing is not avail­

able. Second, she underscored that 

there must be formal community 

sponsorship-as well as bona fide 

community involvement in both 

the planning and management 

aspects-of any child care center 

receiving USDA financial assistance. 

RDA community facility loans are 

handled through Farmers Home 

Administration state offices. 

"We require; she added, "that 

long-term community support be 

built into the child care organiza­

tional structure, before we approve 

a loan for such a rural facility." 

In addition, she noted that local 

employers, city, county, and school 

officials, and parents all need to be 

role in new 1nit1ative---­
··the domestic Peace Corps" 
try Katherine Gibney, director of communications, AmeriCorps/USDA 

When Secretary Mike Espy took 

broom in hand to help clean up 

alongside a team of young people 

at a Chicago housing development 

recently, he was symbolically clear­

ing the way for the launch of the 

Department 's newest initiative: 

AmeriCorps/USDA. 

The summer project in Chicago is 

a prototype of the 42 national ser­

vice programs that tl1e Department 

will be running nationwide begin­

ning in September. USDA's progran1, 

funded in part by a grant from the 

Corporation for National and Com­

munity Service, will be the largest 

single federal agency component in 

terms of numbers of participants in 

what is being called the President's 

"domestic Peace Corps." 

AmeriCorps is President Bill 
Clinton's national service initiative 

mat allows diverse groups of Amer­

icans to earn college or vocational 
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and technical school scholarships 
while performing critical service to 

meet human, environmental, public 

safety, and educational needs. 

Americans 17 years of age or older 

may apply for the USDA programs. 

"President Clinton has made it 

clear to members of his Cabinet 

that national service is one of his 

top priorities, and I am especially 

pleased that USDA will be playing a 

key role in the AmeriCorps pro­

gram," Espy said. 

"The Corporation will pay each of 

our 1,200 participants $4 ,725 

through an educational voucher on 

completion of a year's service," said 

Joel Berg, director of the Depart­

ment's national service effort. "The 

national service program is like the 

G.I. Bill- without the G.I." 

Berg said that most of tl1e partici­

pants will receive the equivalent of 

tl1e Volunteers in Service to Ameri­

ca (VISTA) wage, about $7,600 a 

represented on the organizational 

structure to ensure the communi­

ty 's child care needs are met. 

"If all the community is represented 

and involved," she affirmed, "then 

the community usually will make the 

project successful." 

Finally, a financial feasibility study 

must be completed, prior to approval 

for USDA financial assistance. 
According to Dorman Otte, 

FmHA's chief of community and 

business programs in Iowa, all 

those pieces fell neatly into place in 

the small rural community of Bax­

ter-population 938-in central 

Iowa. The end product was that in 

August 1992 Baxter's local child 

care facility, called "Kid-Ville Child 

Development Center," opened its 

doors for business. 

"A start-up committee was orga­

nized back in 1989 when the idea 

began to form ," he recounted . 

Then, with the help of USDA and 

the.Iowa Department of Economic 

Development, the idea started to 

turp into a reality. 

Gene Crosby, community and 
business programs specialist in the 

FmHA State Office in Des Moines, 

continued on page 5 . .. 

year, with the Corporation provid­

ing health care and child care. 

"I really want to stress tO USDA 

employees that the AmeriCorps/ 

USDA members are not taking posi­

tions away from-or replacing­

any career employees ," he said. 
"The participants are not federal 

employees and therefore do not 

count as FTEs. In addition, the 
national service legislation man­

dates mat AmeriCorps members 

not replace workers." 

Berg noted that current USDA 

employees may have sons, daugh­

ters , nieces, nephews, associates, 

or others who might be interested 

in applying to the Corporation tO 

participate. 

Almough the work of the Ameri­

Corps participants must advance 

the missions of the USDA agencies 

involved , the members will be 

engaged in tasks not normally per­

formed by USDA employees. "For 

example ," he said, "the Forest Ser­

vice estimates that there currently 

exists a backlog of work, on the 

San Bernardino National Forest 

alone, that could keep a 200-person 

program busy for the next five to 

ten years." 

continued on page 5 . .. 



Child Care from page 4. 

affirmed that-as required by 

USDA in order to receive financial 

She noted that since this state­

licensed facility opened its doors not 

quite two years ago, it has accommo­

dated a capacity of 52 dliJdren. "Of 

assistance from it-the community equal importance;' Bomhoff said, "it 

showed a significant commitment has made aJJ its monthly loan pay-

to supporting a child care center ments to USDA on time:' 

in Baxter. 

An early childhood education 

committee in Baxter then initiated 

a community survey to gauge 

bonafide interest in such a center. 

Among the over 25 additional fac­

tors which were evaluated was an 

assessment of available structural 

facilities which might accommo­

date a child care center. 

"Child care in Iowa is considered 

economic development," under­

scored Ellen Huntoon, Iowa 's 

state director for FmHA/RDA. 

"Because of child care, employees 

are able to devote their full atten­

tion to the job, and the employer 

has a dependable, stable environ­

ment, so there is less absenteeism." 

Otte observed that those points 

A board of directors , composed of could apply equally well in an 

local officials, school board repre­

sentatives, local employers, and 

parents, held various fundraisers. 

"They sold bricks to be cemented in 

the sidewalk of the center with the 

contributor's name on them," Cros­

by recalled. "They also held a casino 

night, and even had a talent show 

to raise money for the center." 

Teresa Bomhoff, district loan 

specialist in the FmHA/RDA district 

office in Indianola , Iowa, added 

that various local businesses donat­

ed kitchen appliances, dinnerware, 

food , toys, and cots for naptime. 

AmeriCorps continued from page 4. 

He added that the AmeriCorps 

Public Lands and Environment 

Team on the San Bernardino 

National Forest in southern Califor­

nia will rehabilitate trails in wilder­

ness areas. "Trail work is needed ," 

he pointed out, "to prevent erosion 

and provide for hiker safety." 
Besides the Public Lands and Envi­

ronment Team, the Department 
will run an Anti-Hunger and 

Empowerment Team and a Rural 

Development Team in 32 states at 

42 sites nationwide. The Anti-

Hunger Teams will help advance 

the Food and Nutrition Service's 

programs and its food stamp out­

reach effort. 

The Rural Development Teams will 

work through the Soil Conservation 

Service, Forest Service, Rural Devel­

opment Administration, Farmers 

Home Administration, and Agricul­

tural Stabilization and Conservation 

Service in such activities as protect­

ing watersheds, improving housing, 

and promoting rural economic 

development. 

"Our program is a model for the 

Team USDA concept," Berg said. 

5 

urban and a rural environment. But 

what is unique about a rural envi­

ronment , he advised, is that child 

care facilities help a community 

maintain its population base. 

"A child care facility does this ," 

Otte explained, "by helping a com­

munity keep, in its fold, young fam­

ilies who might otherwise have to 

move to a larger community to 

obtain sinliJar child care services ." 

"ln short," Huntoon affirmed, 

"child care facilities help provide a 

good working environment for 

both the employee and the employ­
er-and in rural America, that's all 

part of rural development." ❖ 

"An interagency task force has 

been working together for more 

than a year developing plans for 

the program, and many members 

of the task force will now imple­

ment the projects ." 

"In fact," he added, "the intera­

gency cooperation necessary to 

implement the AmeriCorps/USDA 

efforts should lay a vital ground­

work for overall reorganization." 

According to Berg, the philosophy 
of the new initiative is to avoid 

creating another unwieldy bureau­

cracy. "The legislation caps admin­

istrative costs at five percent. The 

projects are being run by career 

employees who are on detail. We 

have no new hires." 

Berg said that other USDA agen­

cies which will play significant roles 

in managing this program include 

the Food Safety and Inspection Ser­

vice, Rural Electrification Service, 

Agricultural Research Service, and 

Economic Research Service. 

Berg said that he hoped Depart­

mental employees would help 

spread the word on the 

AmeriCorps/USDA program to 

would-be recruits. "Call our An1eri­

Corps office here at USDA head­

quarters at (202) 720-6350 for more 

information," he suggested. ❖ 
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Editor's Roundup on 

USDA People in the News 

Jim Schroeder was 

appointed as deputy 

under secretary for 

international affairs 

and commodity pro­

grams, focusing on 

international affairs, 

international trade, and development services 

and programs. This position was last filled by 

Ann Veneman, who held it from June 1989 

Dallas Smith was 

se lected as deputy 

undersecretary for 

international affairs 

and commodity pro­

grams, focusing on 

commodity pro­

grams. He succeeded Randy Green, who 

held that position from Jan. 1992 until Jan. 

1993 and who is now a member of the 

Repub lican minority staff of the U.S. Senate 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry. 

until June 1991 when she was sworn in as 

[then] deputy secretary of agriculture. 

Before joining USDA since 1973 Schroed­

er had been a practicing lawyer in Washing­

ton, D.C., with two law firms, most recently 

with Whitman and Ransom, a 250-lawyer 

firm headquartered in New York. He special­

ized in international trade, commercial, and 

administrative law mane rs. Prior to moving 

to Washington, D.C. in 1973, he practiced 

From Dec. 1985 unti l his recent selection 

Smith served as director of the Tobacco and 

Peanuts Division in the Agricultural Stabi­

lization and Conservation Service, where he 

was responsible fo r the admin istration of 

price support and production adjust ment 

programs for those two commod ities. He 

was deputy d irecto r of that Div ision from 

1977-85, after having served as chief of the 

Divis ion's Peanut Branch from 1976-77 . 

From 1969-76 he worked as a cotton market­

ing special ist in ASCS's Cotton Div ision. 

Smith began his ca reer in 1965 as an assis­

tant ag ricultura l Extension agent in Cumber-

law in Denver, Colo. for eight years, primari­

ly in the areas of natural resources and rural 

and resort area development. He served as 

a line officer in the U.S. Navy from 1958-61 . 

A native of Elmhurst, 111., Schroeder holds a 

BA degree in international and publ ic affairs 

from Princeton University in Princeton, N.J., 

and a law degree from Harvard University 

Law School in Cambridge, Mass. ❖ 

land and Bladen Counties, N.C. He worked 

there until 1968, when he was selected from 

among Extension agents nationally to be 

one of six agents to participate in the 1968 

National 4-H Fellowship Program. During 

that time he served a three-month internsh ip 

with th e Committee on Ag riculture, U.S. 

House of Representatives. 

A nat ive of Columbus County, N.C., where 

he was ra ised on a tobacco farm , Smi th 

holds a B.S. degree in agricultura l engi neer­

ing from North Caro lina A&T State Universi­

ty in G reens boro. ❖ 

Scott Shearer was affai rs for Zeneca, Inc., a bio-science, agri- of vehicle services for the state of Ill inois 

from .1978-81, after having served as chief 

fiscaif officer fo r the state treasurer of Illinois 

from 1973-78. From 1970-72 he worked as 

the assistant Extension advisor for 4-H & 

youth in Carroll County, Ill. 

named deputy assis- cu ltura l seed, and ph armaceutica l fi rm in 

tant secreta ry for con- Wilm ington, Del. From 1990-93 he was 

gressional relations. director of government relations in the 

He succeeded Gary Washington, D.C. office of Halfpenney, 

M adson, who held Hahn, Roche & Marchese, a Chicago-based 

that position from law firm. He was the executive director of A native of Villa Grove, Ill .. Shearer holds 

B.S. and M.S. degrees in agricultural eco­

nomics from the University of Illinois in 

July 1989 until January 1993 and then the Nat ional Corn Growers Association in 

retired after 23 years of federal service and St. Louis from 1984-90. 

is now a hereford cattle and hay farmer in 

Culpeper County, Va . 

Before joining USDA, since Apri l 1993 

Shearer served as director of legislative 

Ken Ackerman was 

appointed manager 

of the Federal Crop 

Insurance Corpora­

tion. He succeeded 

Jim Cason, who held 

that position from 

July 1991 to Jan. 1993. 

Before joining USDA, Ackerman served 

since July 1988 as special counsel to the U.S. 

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 

and Forestry. In that capacity he was a devel­

oper of crop insurance legislation connected 

Evelyn "Evie" White 

was selected as 

USDA's director of 

personnel. She suc­

ceeded Larry Slagle, 

Ira Hobbs was select­

ed as director of the 

Office of Operations. 

He succeeded John 

Kratzke, who served 

in that position from 

Dec. 1991 until he 

reti red in April 1994 after 33 years of federal 

service. 
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From 1981-84 Shearer worked as a legista·: .,. Champaign-Urbana . ❖ 

tive assistant for [then] U.S. Sen. Alan Dixon 

(D-11 1.), concentrating on domestic and inter-

national agricultural issues. He was director 

with the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act 

of 1993 and helped draft the portion of the 

1990 Farm Bill dealing with crop insurance. 

He also specialized in financia l markets over­

sight and played a major role in controver­

sies involving allegations of fraud at the 

Chicago commodity futu res exchanges, 

stock-index futures, and the off-exchange 

financial derivatives market. 

From 1981 -88 Ackerman served as counsel 

at the Commodity Futures Trading Commis­

sion , after having been minority staff coun­

sel for the U.S. Senate Committee on 

who served in that position from Apri l 1990 

to Feb. 1994 when he retired after 35 years 

of Federal service. 

From May 1992 until her recent selection 

White served as deputy director of person-

Governmental Affairs from 1976-81. 

Ackerman has published a number of arti ­

cles on financial and historical topics and 

wrote a book covering the 1869 gold market 

crash, titled "The Gold Ring: Jim Fisk, Jay 

Gou ld and Black Friday, 1869." 

A native of Albany, N.Y., Ackerman holds 

a B.A. degree in psychology from Brown 

University in Providence, R.I., and a law 

degree from the Georgetown University 

Law Center in Washington, D.C. ❖ 

nel at the Department. The June 1992 issue 

of the USDA News carried her complete 

biographical sketch , following her se lection 

to that position . ❖ 

From April 1989 until his recent selection dential Management Intern w ith APHIS in 

Hobbs was directo r of the Information Sys- 1978 and worked in the personnel area for 

terns and Communications Division in the APHIS from 1980-83. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. A native of Tallahassee, Fla., Hobbs holds a 

He had served as deputy director of the BA degree in political science from Florida 

Division from 1988-89. From 1983-88 he was A&M University in Tallahassee, and a master 

a branch chief and then deputy director of of public administration degree from Florida 

APHIS's Administrative Services Division. State University, also in Tallahassee. ❖ 

He began his career w ith USDA as a Presi-



Page 6A-East St. Loui, Journal-September 21, 1994 LOCAL NEWS \ -

_A kickoff c~remony was held 
on Friday for the United States 
Department of Agriculture's 
AmeriCorps program in East St. 
Louis, Thirty area residents 
have been selected to take part 
in the program that will provide 
a variety of beautification pro­
grams and flood recovery 
efforts in the Metro East area. 
Clarence Ellis, left photo, a 
regional vocation director; 
addresses a gathering of local 
dignitaries. 'Sam lndorante, 
photo above, of the United 
States Department of Agricul· 
ture's Soil Conservation Service 
gives a presentation during the 
AmeriCorps kickoff ceremony. 
Obie Bell, right photo, a mem· 
ber of the AmeriCorps pro­
gram, plants the first tree dur· 
ing a beautification project at 
State Community College. 
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~.Y Fred Thomas 

~eriCorps 
Volunteers 
Goto Work 

Their uniforms haven't arrived, but 
AmeriCorps volunteers have begui:i tack­
ling community-improvement project 
in the Omaha area. 

They have picked up litter along a 
-highway. cleaned two parks. studied an 
outdoor environmental education area 
that could become a model for schools. 
aQd volunteered to help resolve a neigh­
borhood erosion problem. 

They also have begun planning other 
p~ojects. including one that will help 
members of the Winnebago Indian Tribe 
raise more buffalo to improve tribal 
members' diet. 

:"Things are starting to happen." said 
Marilyn Anderson. AmeriCorps' Omaha 
supervisor. 

.'AmeriCorps is President Clinton's 
new national service initiative for volun­
teers who will work in environmental. 
education. soci~I service and anti-crime 
programs. 

The Omaha AmeriCorps team. work­
ing on environmental and public lands 
projects. is based in the U.S. Soil Conser­
vation Service's office at Chalco Hills 
Recreation Area overlooking Wehr­
spann Lake. 

Mrs. Anderson said she and team 
members began work last week. They 
picked up litter at Orchard Park and 
Zorinsky Lake Park and removed trash 
along Sorensen Parkway near 30th 
Street. 

She helped mediate a solution to an 
erosion problem in a housing area near 
Cunningham Lake and agreed to bring 
her team there to clean up litter on 
~t:.!lo~t~s:... _________ _ 
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(Amer~Corps . 
l-vol~n~e~rs l;. I 
: svvorn in·.' s~~,o.°'.\ 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - - Sur­
.rounded by· hundreds ~f yoµtbs on the 
front s~ps of~~ White H~ ~ 

, ·dent Clinton swore 1n '\he lint re-
• cruits to his national serYi~ program • 

Monday and urged all young Amer-
' leans to join the cause. : • •·t r 

"You are no g~neration. dJ s~ck• 
• ers," he declared. . ~ - , 

AmeriCorps, approved. easily by 
.Congress !1 year ago, gives Amer­
icans a chance ta earn tuition or work 

• off college loans by participating in a 
, collection of old and new community 
. service programs. ~ '· 

Using satellite hookups,- the White 
House planned,tQ celebrate the fulfill-

. ment pf one of ·Clinton's key cam­
paign pledges by ~ving the 'oath of 
service to 15,000 recruits imulta-
neously. . 

But the crash of a small plane into 
the back of the White House early 
Monday prompted Clinton to conduct 
the satellite hookup separately,' and 
mov~ the live event from the South: 

. Lawn to the front steps. , !-_.;.:: - ;,.;... 
The change of plans did not seem to 

: dampen the spirits of Clinton, who lin-
• gered 45 minutes after his s~b to • 

shake bands with the.BOO AmeriCorps 
recruits and enjoy the rocking, live 
musical group. • 

"Service is a spark to rekindle the 
spirit of democracy in an 'age of un­
certainty," he said. Drawing a com­
parison bet":V~n AmeriCorps and 
President Kennedy's Peace Corps, _ 
Clinton said, ''The people of Ameri­
Corps are the next generatj_on !)f 
heroes." 

AmeriCorps is a $360 million pro-
. gram paying • 20,000 -Ame{icans to 

work in four ai:eas: educatio1(tiealth 
and human needs, the environment 
and public safety. If Congress e~nds 
the program, the White House hopes 
to spend $1.5 billion over three years _ 
to pay for 100,000 workers. 

Some in Congress have questioned 
the cost of the program. Sen. Charles 
Grassley, R-lowa, accused Clinton of 
creating "a large and costly bureauc­
racy." 

The workers, many of whom are in 
their late teens and early 20s, will re- . 
ceive minimum-wage pay, free health 
care and a $4,725 educational voucher' 
for one year of work. The money can 
be used for college, vocational educa· 
tion or to pay off college loans. The 
recruits can work up to two years. 
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Are you in the market for a job? 
AmeriCorps program n·eeds volunteers.for next year 
By Doug O'Loughl_ln 
of the Daily Courier 

The AmeriCorps program for Southwest Oregon is 
recruiting possible members for next year's crew. 

AmeriCorps is a public-service program initiated 
by President Clinton two years ago . . Similar to the 
Peace Corps, it brings volunteers together to work on 
community improvement projects such as watershed 
health. 

The Southwest Oregon program, organized out of 
the Department of Agriculture Resource Conserva­
tion and Development (RC&D) office in Grants Pass, 
currently has ,five memb~rs stationed in different 
locations. Members are working with rural develop­
ment groups in Coos, Curry, Douglas and J ackson 
counties. 

Dave Jacob of Grants Pass is working as an assis­
tant to the water resources program of the Rogue 
Valley Council of Governments out of Central Point. 

He said he enjoys his work writing handbooks on how 
to improve water quality . 

"The water (in Bear Creek) doesn't meet federal 
standards, so anything we do is an improvement," 
Jacob said. 

AmcriCorps workers perform 1,700 hours of ser­
vice during a period of nine months to a year, start­
ing in September. Crew members receive a stipend 
of $12,000 for their time of service, and afterward 
receive an education award of $4,725, to be used for 
future education or to repay student loans. 

Applications are available at the Southwest Ore­
gon RC&D office, 576 N.E . E St., or for more infor­
mation, caU 476-5906. Marlene Daniels, a program 

. organizer, said plans are afoot to have eight mem­
bers next year. 

AmeriCorps applications can also be -used for 
other programs, such as the environmental team of 
35 people working out of the Rogue River National 
Forest. 
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Gathering d9wn by the river 
Riverwalk 
opens. tree. 
identification 
program 
Ip IIIIAN IULS/Slaff 

In 5'-pt,.mMr 1993 Ille Gramoot1 
Conservaney cfltbr1tcd lh'! ~nit 
tJl)tnln1 or f'hast I of I RivP.rw•lk "' ~ 
nin1 alon11 the Middle Fork or the 
H1>l~1nn IUvttr In Marion. 

!\ince then. th1fmUp had bun work• 
in11 to ,nhanl-e Ule .ll-nlllt ttttion or 
tr-ii while <1-"lopin1 nthu w~ni.. 

S.tuntay,theCon!!tl"ftllC)'cclebrat• 
,rd 1no,IJ1tr milttto~ by 111111tillnc jt, 
i't!e idr.nunaillnn pm,nm durinrn:r, 
cmuniu Al Rl•ttbend r..-k. 

Abol.lt51lpeoplc, includln1 ~ rtd­
eru and state forutry and conae,.,. 
lion otnciab, 1t1rndcd to ,ec new~ 
idflltifil'alloit markt~ •lon11 rhe tnil, 
S()ffll lnrt>rm1donal booth, wt up by 
v:ariout 1rttrl(iN and to enjoy • ttmny 
l:ar1h n~y with 1amperatur111 in the 
70!1. 

Wh1tthotewallc.in1Jthttrailaw,wa1 
tht fruit, of labor from nvnr ~Oil~, 
Con~rv&lltf rruldenc Shlr~y Bh•ck• 
.... 11 Mrktd bll(k In the rorm11lvt 11.1-,. 
c, or lhc lrwil in 1993 ..-hen m1c:helN 
,,,.r, 1111cd to carv, throurh the •tl(ct.1-
tic>n. 

I 

The group dcddtd the river ;i~a 
wu ti, •rf!• h rf'Yivi1ur rnr r~c:r• 
atiu11~l 11\lfflOIWS. Wllh the bl1Hlntr nf 
rh, Marinn 'tnwn Cooncil, the l[T'.)UO 
procffi!NI wtlh ill 1>1,n1 arwi adnpted 
the name "Gra1111mn1~ ConMl'Ylllll-y.' 
Nobody hH to hack t.hrourrh !ht bi,1,h 
anymvrt . The «nil I, now v~ ,..lfU­
larlY lly 11.lnll<!rt. blcytllll1111it tither-

lltlan~IIII 
010 YOU KNOW?: Local t,latorl•n Mac:lc StlJfllll '"'' "'•lker!I !IOme ln1l1ht Into community hlltltfy whlh 
1t,omn1 down tt,, RIYerwelk. ~ 

Amrnc,,,,,, ·Mnrker \!Indy Cl~rk in11 . Work nn lh~ tr.i ii n:presr.ntev tf":lil foc3I hi1tnrian Mack Sh1rsril1 not 
workc•J nn id t nl lfrinir ar>d dl!velopin11 ,nor, thlil ),at a /or~s1ry ,nt,.,nr.~111P.nl ,d the rivu hadn't ~IWl!rt bnn n-m~ 
m~ku, fur •"~"l•tinn alonrt the tr.1il P"1~1. s.,id J~ri,r, CIY!k oflh, Virrin- the ·Hoktun." 
~nrl "',~ ~i<f,. rl in impJ.~n!alion of Ute ia D,partm,nt o1 fore ,try, i11e lrwlllln11 called ii. the "Ho11ohf!e "' 'h~tothutown h,u tn,uhtn,1m m1rk,r,l,y AmrriCorp!WOtlt~MI /\fir~ "Tl,t, tlw,w, what w, h3vP in our 11,.,_. the Fr1rtch ~-.ned It the "Chero 

n,nnlnJ thr,,u,rh the center pr~t" _ eriQ_e l',rkinw. A11rlr,y lli11lf!I. J~mt't n11uralwortdi1i"'°rth !l,ninundworth k"," anrl the F.1111:Ush relent<! tu it~, 
8lackwttt •id. • 'lfratt nml B,llnn Al<hmnan, makin11 betlf.'r.' Cnnlt ~id. 1he ·Jndlm Rivet." 
, Many we,- Cl'tdited with the ""1111<'• 1111- ,trrn•~ fn llttt'd Iii, hi-Ip nl the With the work and rundin11 cuminlt 

pmr,enthu1 far. Ho .. n1r, the focus Scicmce (Jul, Rl Marion Intermediate from man,- ,nurco. As!li1lllnt Slate 
nl I.ht da~• ftltlvl~t -a, the ll'N' School in ~!1 11111 up !ht m,rktl". Comw.,.,RUonilt rahid 1 Raul ,-fd 1h11 
ldenlilka P")Cl"llmancl 1TP1nypolr11- WMkinlf with the ln.'lll ~hnol ,y~ typ, nf project shows !ht impor1All(.~ 
ed lo the" of AmeriC«ps u btinlf ""'· rh, 1111II will h,, ln~W't'fJt3ftl1 Into ,,fllnklnt le,.le1'111. Wit and community 
(.tur.lal In 1rklnf vt.p.1a1in11 1inn11 Uie 11d , , cuniculum a ~n uut<lo,,r reinurcP.1. "lnmu.11h thet1e partnrr• 
thl! trail. AmtrK'.orpt i• a p,ofnlm r.lullffl< fc,r ,tu,l,nf~ if ""' 1':hnnl. ~hi1>1. we're .,hie to 1chit•t a ~e3t 
inillal,.11 by Prethlt.nt Cllnlnn that al- "Now our kills c3n irrow up -.njoyinlf dHI," ~he uid. 
lo'" coll,;, Jl'l'1lduttn to um hli~n lh~ trail ~,1,1 k1111wiot what thtt~f! frff.~ With lht i11itlll speeches finl~ht!t1, 
mof!41y nr IIIF ntr collere dehh1. are.· Bl11t:kw1II ~id. ~rt,ndeca tou~(i lh!! Riyuwalk to 'lee 

"1 think this i11 an txampl1 ,,f th~ Thf! flf11,t,r1f ~ll lnmlYNI in dev,.lr>p, ~II f.'~•mple ol tht acwrtrpllAIIITll!nL, or 
111ccn1 of 1hat pn)ll!"lln,," u ld l).1ve inrr I.he 1•alk dirl not rro 11ni1u1i1:~d J,y "'hkh kaul ,i,,,k'-. 
0110" nflhe U.S. Fo,.,1 Semce. ttfll''-Af.nt.1llYH•>r~1,1,orr.ci1l11ttend- WnltP. tnurinr dow11 the Rl'llY~tl!d 

Prlor IO I 750, Stephen llol,,t 
tied ~• the 11<,ldwatel'!I ol the • 
17!\0, the ri•n-h.d l,e,:,,1 nanted 
uplnr1tt, Stul'llln !llid, 

Whil, the Curt~TYMcy h11 ,1cc,11rt 
plilhed much In itt icool,itmi1 slowin1 
dnwn. A middle !l«tlo" flflrail runninA 
by the M,rir,11 T(IW!I rool no• l~.;,lurt, 
~" 1t1r11m111tlOT11l kiotlc 31111 10me """ 
t~nd!M.'~pin,c, A third !ICC!iun ol lrail 
r1ms nl'~r C ampbcll Avtrt11e mnd R" in 
swick !All~- Q 
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· Residents ·balk at parl(~pg lot ·dea 
v. 

(SI - By BRIAN SEALS/Staff ~would be harder to police than the s 
a: . People who live in the area want section of trail closer to downtown. c 

Ask residents aloog Campbell to keep land adjacent to the trail Conservancymernberssaidplans e· 

Avenue and they'll say they're aU "green. "They feara paved parking are incomplete at this point. The ( 

for tl1e Rivel""'-alk • a multi-use trail lot will not only be environmentally ·Consenancy's Shirley BlackweH 
running along the Middle Fork of_ insensitive, but will also attract tr»- said the group wants to work with 
the Holston River in parts of Ma~ fie in an area where children play. the public and noted the goal of the . 

z on. They just don't want a ved . ~e would be directly affected groupistopromoteenvironmentl1-
0 parlting I t for the trai l in their by any paving plans." said Dc>ug ism.--We are first and foremost -
I- neighborhood. Johnson, who lives acrosstbe street·· environmentalists,. Blackwell said. 
<( 

> But the Grassroots Conservan- from the area where a parlcing lot She invited the residents to meet I 
ct: 
Ill cy, a p-oop developing the walk, may be'planned • • withtheclubai:erpreliminaryplans , 1 
(f) 

z wmn. , make the trail convenient ~ecompleted. t 
0 Johnson submitted a petition with 
0 to use for the whole community. 

t 

..J TV A is drawing plans and that may 
. 30signatures ofresidents op~d Because the river is in the 1V A ' - to turning the area into a parking watershed. thestateand1V A would 

0 involve so~t:ype of parking area in 
(f) lot He said there was ample park- have toapproveanysurm~ used on 
0 a grassy lot adjacerittothetrail,just 
0 behind th former Domino's Piua 

ing in the vicinity ofMarioo Middle the trail or the 1~ according to 

:c j lulcfi~ C'...onservancymemberssay 
School on Wilde Street. which ad- Blackwell. "We've not made a deci-

I- joins Campbell Avenue. Neighbor- sion yet," Blad-well said. •1t•s not 
>- they want to work with the resi--
3: t hood resident Dana Chamberlain paved in asphalt" . dents for a solution suitable to all 

t parties. 
agreed. 

j About 40 neighborhood resktents .,If yoo look back' at the history. TheGrassroptsCoosemmcywas 

and Conservancy members gath- not many people waot toparlc there, .. formed in February 1992byagroup 

ered at the Marion Recreation D~ he said .. I don'tthinkyou·n need it .. of citizens interested in preserving 

partment Wednesday nighttovoice LizJohnsonsaidapavedlotwouJd the area's natural resources. 11ie 

concerns and diSOISS the future of invite loitering '1ld could increase Riverwalk is the group's primary 

I'-- the walk. The three-stage trail runs problemswith noise, trash.and trao- ptoject The first section stretches 
CD .6 miles from Riverbend Park on 
M i along the Middle Fork of the Hol- sients. She urged the conservancy 
V 

•• ~ 
Cliff Avenue and stretches to North 

00 - - st.on River in parts of Marion. with lo finish that section of the trail 
N 

,. 
Church Street A second section 

N one of those stages being the okl. then detennioe if a parking area is 
M runs by the town pool aod the third 
(SI Wilderness Road Garden Club Trail needed. 1 odoicbeforeseemslike ,._ section begins at Campbel) Ave-- 1 running the length of Campbell putting the cart before the horse." 

\ Avenue. she said. nue. lnfonnatioo buJletin board.h.we 
been placed at each section. The . 

Most people living in the area Aside from traffic and loitering 
00 f 

pro;ecthas been~_ through a 

~ ~ 
favor the concept of a recreational problems, paving the lot may raise variety of dona ons and grants. 

,._ i tni1 thatwill enhance Marion's beau- environmental problemsespecially Fut,ure work wi1t be funded by a 
Ci) I ty. However, for a trail to be used, it should the river flood, she said. $115,000 ISTEA (IntennodaJ Sur-
I() 

I 
er, t has to have access. And that's what Additionally, residents were con· face Transportation Enhancement 
iT• - concerns Campbell Avenue resi- cemed the Conservancy may want Ad) grantadministeredthroughthe 
I ~ 

I dents - what fonn that access will to place a lot f-.-therdown the street _ Virginia DepartmentoITransporta-
N l - 1 take. Denton ~t- s.ud these areas tion. =:J 
I ,._ 

(SI 
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AmeriCorps works for people and communities 
By BRIAN SEALS/Staff 

Audrey Biggs says that at one time the 
thought of sitting down and talking to a 
government official intimidated her. Al­
though she earned a master's degree in 
communication from Radford Universi­
ty, dealing with government agencies was 
not one of her strong points. 

That was before her experience as an 
AmeriCorps worker began about eight 
moothsago. 

Mr m a lot less intimidated in dealing 
with a municipal structure ,~ Biggs said. 

Part of her service has been to help 
organize meetings and events for agen­
cies such as the Resource Conservation 
and Development. the Grassroots Con­
servancy and the Middle Fork ol the 
Holston River Water Committee. She has 
also aided those organizations in writing 
press releases and speeches. This has 
not only given her practical experience in 
her field, it has allowed her to help com­
munities such as Marion and Wytheville. 

Tllat's the goaJ of the AmeriCorps pro­
;. gram - allowing individuals to perform 
~ public senice while gaining experience 
': and money to pay for college. 
'. Joel Berg, AmeriCorps program man­
ager from Washington. was in Marion 

--------- - - ~ -

Thursday to see what the program has 
meant to the town. "You can't under-stand 
what's going on in the country sitting 
behind a desk." Berg said. , 

So he has been on a nine-day jaunt 
through Appalachia inspecting' projects 
the program's members have been in­
volved with. 

Locally, AmeriCorps members work 
outoftheNewRiver-HighlandsRe5ource 
Conservation and Development office in 
W}1heville. Biggs is one of five Ameri• 
Coll}S member.; in that office. These 
mer.1bers have ••orked on projects bene­
fiting local communities. In Marion, ~ 
group hasspentlltlmeroushours helping 
the Grassroots Conservancy develop the 
Riverwalk along the Middle Fork of the 
Holst::m-River.' Mindy Clark, who serves 
in the ?rognun, drew plans for the walk 
and worked to involve local schools with 
the walk through an outdoor dassroom 
project along the trail. 

This is one of the needs the program 
addresses. ~Everywhere I've gone, the 
prog;-am is working very well," Berg toki 
about a dozen people gathered at the 
Rh·erwalk. "It's not make-work. lt'sdoing 
the things the community needs ... 

It's a program that will likely need 
■ 5ee CORPS. Page A12 

• Brtan s 
Adrienne Perkins, Joel Berg, James Pratt. Audrey Biggs, Milldy Clark C 

Delton AJderman review the Rivelwalk plan. 

_, 
- · - ·· - · · -
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It works for people a11ll commu11ities---------
■ CORPS, from Page ,U 

much derending considering the bud· 
gd-culling climate in today's Con~ress. 
Berg said AmeriCorp~ is iewi;:d by many 
in the nation's capitol as a li beral projlram 
-- an assesslllent with whid1 ht: dis­
a~rees. The nay:iayer~ in Wn!ihington 
"don'l have a clue,'' Beril said. 

'lnc proirram's benefits are several­
fold :ind appeal to conservative and liber• 
al opinioos. Berg said. It's liberal in that it 
allows mt.~mbers to expand thC?ir eduea­
tion. Il'sconservative in that those people 
have to work for the benefits they receive. 
"This isn't a libC?ral or a conservative 
idea.'' Berg said . "It's just good sense " 

An<,lher criticism Bera has lo answer 
is the aceusation the program is just 
a11otl1tir Pn~sidenl Clinton "bi'l-UOVem­
menl" l.ll'OIZI'am. Bui Ber~r is quick to nolt 
t lwt prokc.:ls AmcdCorps works with orig• 
inal~ on I he local level. "W l' don't tell you 
what to do," Berg said. "You told us what 
you needed and we 6.fave you Lhe resourl'• 
ei;i to do it." 

Berg oversees a section of the Ameri· 

Corps that works under the ll.S. Depart• 
mtul of Auricullure. The USDA compo\ 
nenl of lhe pro,llram has 38 pr Jjecls with 
1,200 workers. OvNall, ArneriCorps has/ 
about l0,000 members working o,f 
projccl!\ in all SO slates, acconlinir l1> 
l~erg. Projects address three areas: hun­
ier prevention, twviro11n11:nlal con ·c 111s. 

and rural development. 
Despite the criticism of AmeriCorps. 

Ren,: said he thinks it has a sound luturr 
because tenants of lhe program appeal to 
<.:unservatismand liberalism. ''Everything 
in our prO!lram has to pass the 'Jesse' 
lest," Bergsaid ,jokingthat it mu!il apptal 
lo ./<!SSe II elms and Jesse Jackson. 

M,my community leaders prese nt 
'llrnrsday needed liLtle convincing of the 
program's effectiveness. Th~ li1sh , ~rt,cn 
ves.r1~tation surrounding Lhe trail aln11.: 
the Middle Fork of th~ I lol~ton l~ive r and 
1l1 e tree identification marker.,; wert just 
a portion of the fruits of the prof!ram's 
labor. Clark's wol'k with the pro~ram haSi 
involved conceplu al dr.1win2s of the three­
part trail and identifying trees c1nd devel-

uping plaques with information on what 
grows along the walk. AmeriCorps mem­
bers 1,pent weekends with Grassroots 
and other volunteers clearing th~ trail 
and erectinil the markers. 

'111ey work well wilh the volunteers 
wf': have and we're thankful they're here." 
Marion Mayor Marlihall Guy said. 

Lawrence Rif hc1rdson echoed praise 
for the group, especially for its efforts 
with the Middle Fork Water Committee. 
"I've been impressed about the overall 
enthusiasm and dedication they've given 
all the projects," h~ said. 

While the group's most visible under• 
t11king in Marion is the Riverwalk, it has 
been involved in much rnore. For exam­
ple . nw111ber Delton Alderman has 
worked on a project to establish "dry 
l1ydn111ts" in rural areas-has!cally pipes 
ruuning from ponclB or another water 
source used for fire protection. 

Membe,·s benefit as much as the com• 
munity. "I've j"aincd a lot of experience," 
Cla l'k said. "I've been able to do things I 
normally wouldn't be able to do." 0 

~~rl:TJXIUEIXl'~YXYXV 
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Bill Cook, president of tho Hancock County Historical and Genealogical So 
door of the men's cell inside the former Hancock County Jail, soon to reop 
County's Melungeon Cultural Heritage Museum. 

15-year-old fclea sprouted with the help 
of organizers, volunteers, federal grants 
By Gina Stafford CL:).97Pi·"(" 

News-Sentinel lllaff writer 

RUTLEDGE - A 15-year-old 
idea finally becomes reality this 
Rummer with next month's un­
"eiiing of a specially designed 
driving tour along the back roads 
of central and upper East Ten­
nessee. 

The Tennessee Wilderness 
Road was developed with a com­
'.>ination of organizers, volunteers 
and federal grants and includes 
atops of mostly historical or rec­
reational interest. 

It meanders through nine ad­
joining counties, from Claiborne 
to Johnson, and is also intended 
to approximate the route followed 
by pioneers who traveled through 
the Cumberland Gap to 
tuck-v-. ----------..:: 

.Aroerjcorps, a Clinton admin­
istration initiative and program 
of the U.S. Department ol Agi't­
culture, provldett" the expertise 

· -e-fwldrn • , 
which has been based in Rutledge 
and organized by the Clinch-Pow­
ell Resource Conservation and 
Development Council. 

Mary Russell, Mikhail DeLong 
and Jeremy Williams have 

formed the .l\nw~ team of 
project coordinators. 

"~.§!:/!rted ~Qrkincf ~r­
ganized in October an met with 
local tourism representatives in 
each of the involved counties in 
December," Russell said. "Tour­
ism was something all these 
counties were interested in pro­
moting. This kind of idea, in fact, 
had been kicked around for about 
15 years." 

Residents were asked to rank 
• what was most important to area 
tourism. They agreed on sites and 
proposed a slow but steady devel­
opment of tourism so the region 
could retain its character and the 
residents could control its 
growth, Russell said. 

"The counties are limited eco­
nomically and have been losing 
eople because of a Jack of em­

p ment," she said. 
C&D (the development 

cou ii) has been working on sus­
• bl'1 agriculture initiatives, 

ut the tourism initiative is an­
other viable branch of economic 
development. One of its benefits 
is that it can be developed JQCally 
and can be owned locally." 

Another benefit, DeLong said, 
is that driving tours are a grow-

ing area of interest for vacation­
ers. 

"Studies show that the same 
kinds of people interested in boat­
ing, fishing and camping are in­
terested in learning more about 
regional or family history, and ge­
nealogy researchP.J'B ~ a signifi­
cant part of touiists who come 
here." 

Selling area residents and vol­
unteers on the concepts of "na­
ture-based" and "environmental­
ly sensitive" tourism also waa 
easr,, Russell said. 

'Rather than alter the area, 
the idea waa to draw attention to 
its nat.ural beauty and small­
town, personal interaction," she 
said. 

Russell said similar types of 
"roads" are being developed else­
where in Tennessee and other 
states. Some may also focus on 
regional heritage and history, 
while others may have a cultural 
theme and emphasize music or 
other arts, she said. 

The Tennessee Wilderness 
Road however, is designed to co­
ordinate with others like it in ad­
joining states, Williams said. 

(r Please see IDEA, page B4 

North Carolina." 

Continued from page 81 

A prototype of the brochure 
listing all stops and areas of in­
terest along the route gets its fi­
nal review from officials July 6 
Williams said. Once approved'. 
the brochures should be printed 
and distributed later that month. 

{ 
"This one isn't a combination 
with the other states', but it is 
made to hook up with theirs " he 
said. ' 

"Kentucky has one that goes 
to Cumberland Gap. They'll send 
people here, and we'll send peo­
ple the~e. It'll also link up fairly 
well with ones in Virginia and 

DeLong said the brochures 
will be available "anywhere you 
find other travel brochures and 
tourism information, like state 
parks, welcome centers, AAA, 
and any other of your favorite • 
convenience stops." 



1r.UOr Noe Sauceda. 
1b.e "A .. applies to teacher aui­

rudes. according lO the 180-page 
thesis formaJly tilled ... A 
Descriptive Study of the Relalioo­
sbip Between Campus Pertarmance, 
efficacy. and Selected Teacher Cha­
racteristics in Elementary Cam­
pltSeS in Sooth Tex.as." 

Saua:da. an assistml superinten­
dcr:u for insttuctioo, recently earned 

-- - c,-- -o - -- -

suming good teacher attitudes trans­
lates into improved student perfor­
mance is a -commonsense ap­
proach." Sauceda said several unique 
indicarors emerged in tbe sbldy. 

.. One thing that struck me is that 
the leachers' belief in the benefits of 
education in general appears more 
related to high srudent perf ocmance 
than the teachers' belief in their 
own s.kills.," be s.ud. 

Teachers were ral.ed tbrough a 
complex survey on how they felt 
about lbeir abilities as well as their 
students' abiLity to learn. 

.. Whal I found is that lhe teach­
er..' expectations that lheir students 
can learn is more tmponant lhan 
any olber smgle factor." he said. 

At-risk students 

Approximal.ely 75 percent of the 
Valley students in the Browns ville, 

,u-,.) "'4ll Ji;;cuu, CVt;U 1.UUUJ!;U m1111y 

come from disadvantaged back­
grounds, appears to be tile dricf in­
dicator of whether a campus is high 
performing.'' he said. 

"Higb-perfonning teachers are 
not intimidated by their students' 
abilities or lack thereof. They siJn. 
ply get to work and build enthusi­
asm for Jeaming," Sauceda said. 

In terms of training. the admin­
istrator also found that teaching 

. . 
themselves and their students than 
teachers who specialized in a spe­
cific area, .. he said. 

Sauceda explained that the cur­
rent state trend is lo allow 1eacilers 
to earn a degree in a specific field 
such as matb or science and then -­
take onJy a Jimited number or even 
no education courses. ..-

'--
Plus~ See 'Sauceda' Page 12A -
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Referendum sought to boost spinach production See Page IB 
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U CISD expects 
additional $4.5 
million in aid 

by Bill Cockerill 
Managing edllor 

Uvalde ClSD ts expected 10 re-
c r:lvr ~nnrnvim -:l C?l\.• Cd , .,,.;n; ,"\n 

He noled, however. that the 
groundwork for the increase in state 
funding was established during last 
Vl'.:rr•~ T 1 v;i lt1P ~rh<V\ 1 'A,.._ ~~•; ~-
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-1 wowa ~ w waw. cUJ u, 1 vu 
for attending this grand opening 
celebration of the completion of our 
new Wet and DrJ Traction Testing 
Facility," said Proving Grounds 
manager Randy J vey. "The comple­
.lion of this addition to the Proving 
Grounds is a milestone for this ra­
cility. 

.. For tbe first time. an of our on-

I 

"It is also a strong indication of 
the support and confidence our cor­
poration bas in our operation. as 
well as Continental General Tire· s 
continued commitment 10 our cus­
lODlers," Ivey said . 

Ivey introduced Bernd 
Frangenberg, president of 
Continental General Tire; Jim 

the traction testing and wet pad 
pl.ace Uvalde at the top of world­
wide testing facilities. 

.. This addition 1oday signals an­
otner step forward in our quest to be 
the very best. lO be able lO change 
and respond to customer demands ... 
Frangenberg said. • 

"Change is the order of the day 

AmeriCorps 
Area residents join efforts to improve communities 

by Katie Ford 
Staffwrirer 

Whether it was going to school 
or working for a general contractor, 
area residents Armando Gomez.. 
D' Ann Claik and Esmelinda Lopez 
w~ leading very different lives un­
til last October when they decided 
to join AmeriCOipS. 

AmeriCorps, which is in its first 
year of operation, is a grassroots 
national service program initiated 
by President Bill Clinton. 

The program addresses the COUil­

try 's educational, human service, 
public safety and environmental 
needs by putting Americans to 
worx at tbe community level. 

In return for their nine to 12 
months or 1,812 hours of service, 
the AmeriCorps worlc.ers receive a 
salary plus a $4,725 grant to be 
used to funbcr their educatioo. 

Gomez, Clark and Lopez serve 
in the rural development branch of 
the program and answer w county 

· --- -. ' - - - • ,ir:n .. .o r1.f fho 

Devclopnent office in Uvalde. 
Gomez., who lives in Eagle 

Pass, was working for a general 
contractor when be learned about 
AmeriCorps through the RECD of­
fice. 

"I was working for a general 
contractor at the time, but basically 
I wanted to get involved with my 
community and somehow change or 
modify things for lbe bellennem of 
the commwrity," Gomez said. 

As an AmeriCorps worker. 
Gomez is managing a city beautifi­
cation project m Eagle Pass by en­
forcing city ordinana:s designed by 
the mayor and City Council to 
eliminate condemned properties and 
dilapidated buildings. 

He said be identifies the con­
demned property and buildings and 
sends cleanup notices to the own­
ers. 

Gomez also helps rural residents 
apply for ioans for name improve­
ments and grants for people li .,-ing 
;n ""1nn•~~ lh:,r Til'Pil <:.PW~!H" :ind 

Last April. Gomez attended a 
starewide Am.eriCorps convcntioo 
in Austin that auracted approxi­
mately 1.000 workers from aaoss 
the Stale. 

''That was definitely the high­
light of my servia:.." be said, adding 
that be participated in a city parks 
cleanup effort while in Austin. 

"We got to demonsttatc what~ · · 
could do as a group," Gomez said. 
"It was really impressive - a com­
ing-together or sons." 

Clark, who lives in Brack­
ettville. was volunteering for the 
Soil Conservation Service when 
she le.amed about Ameri.Corps. 

.. I eajoy working with the oom­
munity and being out in the field." 
Clark said. "Ir is very rewarding. It 
feels great to be a part of your 
community.'.' • 

Since joining the service pro­
gram, Clarl: has been woning at 
the Middle Rio Grande Develop­
ment Council office in Uvalde with 

nut peoplC maxe WC UIUClll;UI,.~. l 

am proud to say that we are blessed 
wilb a 11roup of individuals dedi­
cated to making our company vital. 
I salute all of you. knowing lhat 
you are part of a larger. team,•· lhe 
cxcaJtlve said 

P!eaeSee 'Tire' Page llA 

mw10n JU :!>iatc 1 u.nw,05. 

The district currently receives 
about $14.5 million in state aid as 
part of a S25.2 million operating 
budget for the 1994-95 fiscal year . 

.. Certainly mere is no need to 
consider any tax rate increase." 
Hauell said of lbe prospects for in­
creased funding . 

Making a difference 
Rural Economic and Community Dei.•elopment countv 

supervisor I. Annet Wilke (left) stands with D' Ann Clark, 
Esmelinda Lopez and Armando Gomez (left to right), who are 
currently working to meet the needs of their communities 
through a national service team called AmeriCorps. 

"We lost Sl millioo in state aid 
for tile lase two years even though 
we were one of the school districts 
designed to be hel~ by this bill. 
That ~ly bun.." he said. 

.. Now everything is lumed 

Please See 'UCISD' Page JlA 

Hornby 
fund is 
formed 

A Harry and Kathryn Homby 
Memorial Scholarship Fund has 
been established at Southwest 
Texas Junior College. 

The goal for the fund. which 
will provide an endowed annual 
scholarship for a student to aw:nd 
the school is $10.000. 

Aa:ording 10 swnc president 
Billy Word. the school already has 
$3,548 given at the time of Hmy 
Homby's death .in 1978 andapprox­
imalely $500 in donatioos since 1hc 
de.alb o( Kathryn Henby oo June 7. 

By c:m,hming tbr. sqmate dooa­
tions, the fund will begin with 
aboul $4,000, W ml said. 
• Hany Homby Jr. was a longtime 
publisher of the Uvalde Leadei-­
NewJ . having purchased it from his 
father and newspaper founder H.P. 
Homby Sr. in 1948. 

Mrs. Homby sm•ed as the pub­
lisher of the paper from tbe time of 
J1er husband's dealb until it was 
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efforts," Garnett said. 

The awards were announced 
Friday during the 116th Annual 
TPA Summer Convention at the 
Hyatt Regency on Town Lake in 
Austin. 

*Corps 
(Cont. From Page 1A) 

Ann v.-.ughan. who is the dlrcc1or 
of cco11omic and community devel­
opment. 

"I stay on top of all the paper-

'ANTED 
tpandent School District 

School Psychologist 
1Aastef'8 level 
I Cohtract 
:1n8Jve individual assessment, 
iclal education teachers. 
Office, Uvalde CISD, -
10) 278-6688 DES Olteclor 

$$$ 
,eclal Needs • Car Repairs 
3ift Giving • Bills 
Fil your Budge\ 

\Jeed It ..... 
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l'lRCS U\/ ALDE AO 
our ha.If-day kindergarten program 
to a full-day program and 1hat 
greatJy lncrea11es our ADA (average 
daily attendance) rate." Harrell said. 

While he maintained there Is no 
need for a tax rate increase for the 
1995-96 budget, Harrell cautioned 

work." Clark ~id, adding that she 
helps locate, rcse~ch nnd secure 
funding for city maintenance 
equipment and municipal project~. 

Most recently , she helped secure 
fonding to reopen the city pool in 
llruckettville for the summer 
months. 

Grassroot$ program 
Lopez, a 1993 graduate of Car­

rim Springs High School, said her 
school counselor lnfonned her of 
Clinton's new grassroots program. 

"When (the counselor) was 
telling trte about it, It seemed \'ery 
lnterestJng to rne," said Lopez. who 
now works alongside Carrizo 
Springs County Judge .Chades 
Johnson . 

During her service, Lopez has 
conducted door-to-ooor surveys on 
the water and sewage needs of rural 
residents . gathered signatures for a 
petition to improve telephone ser­
vice in the Carri1,0 Springs area and 
initialed ncighborhooll crime watch 
groups. 

Gomez, Clark and Lopez said 
I.hey plan to pursue higher educa­
tion once their service contracts end 

High Loose Cushion Back, Oak/Brass 
Trim Contemporary or TradHlonal Sota 

(mt)U. VA'UUli1\ 
RIJI\' ,mc1s11 

PAGE 03 . 
Uvalde CISD is eligible to re • 

ceive about $890,000 In state aid, 
not included in the $4.2 million in­
crease, for building ltnprovcrne111s 
that musl be matched by $375,000 
in local funds . 

Tho.~e figure5 are also prclimi -

in Scp1cn1hcr. 
Gomez said he wants to fini sh 

his bachelnr's degree in either busi­
ness or public administration. 

"I'm very proud of thal ," Gomez 
saitl of 1e1umi11g lo school. 

Clark said she plans to finish her 
schooling and apply for n state 
parks position with the Texas Dc­
parttnenl of Parks and Wildlife. 

Lopez. said she wants lo nllcnd 
Del Mar College ln Corpus Chrisli 
and study radio technology with a 
focus on sonogratns. 

Prlcele$s experience 
Now that their lives nre once 

agaJn about lo head In different di ­
rections, the three AmerlCorps 
workc.-s nil regard their service ex­
periences as priceless. 

""l11rough this experience, ( have 
developctl a deeper sense or aware­
ness of where we are as a commu­
nity and where we want or need to 
go," Gomer. said . 

"A lot of people aren't familiar 
wilh AmeriCorps. but the more 
they find out. thi; more they want 
to know about it." Clark said . "I'd 
recommend it fo r everybody ... 
trom pre-schoolers to "enior citl -
2:.cns. 

"We've seen a lot of changes 
within our communities and know ­
il1g 11ml you hrid so111c1lri11g lo dP 
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Grassley Not a Fan of AmeriCorps 
The AmeriCorps Program 
AmeriCorps is President Clinton's new national service initiative for volun• 
teers who will work in about 400 education, anti-crime, social service and 
environmental programs nationally. 
■ Who 11 etlglble? -Anyone who is 17 years or older, a U.S. citizen or 
permanent resident and, in most cases, a high school graduate. 
■ How can you Join? - Call 1 ·800-942-2677 to receive an AmeriCorps 
National Referral lorm. Fill it out and mail it back. That will include you in the 
AmeriCorps National Service Network database, which is used to supplement 
local AmeriCorps members with national recruits. 
■ What 11 received In return for service? - In exchange for one or two years 
of service, you will be paid $7,500 a year with health and child-care benefits, 
and you also will receive an educational award of $4,725 a year to pay for 
college or to repay outstanding student loans. 
■ Amen Corps programs In Nebraska: AmeriCorps / USDA - publ ic lands 
and environmental team, 20 volunteers; Community Action of Nebraska. 23 
volunteers; and VISTA, 29 volunteers. 
■ AmerlCorpa In Iowa: Association of Farmworker Opportunity program, 
five volunteers; I Have A Dream Foundation, five volunteers; Iowa Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, 20 volunteers; Iowa College and Community 
Action Network, 82 volunteers; Mid-Iowa Community Action, 20 volun­
teers; AmeriCorps/ USDA public lands and environmental team, nine volun­
teers; AmeriCorps/ USDA rural development team, 26 volunteers; VISTA, 60 
volunteers. 

BYDAVIDC. SEEDER 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 

Washington - AmeriCorps. a pro­
gram launched Monday by President 
Clinton in a White House ceremony. 
could cost $30.400 for each of 20.000 
participants. Sen. Charles Grassley. R­
lowa. said Monday. 

"That's enough money to cover four 
years of tuition and fees for three full­
iime students attending the University of 
Iowa.'· Grassley said. 

He said 20.000 AmeriCorps partici­
pants next year \\ill be given a salary and 
education award tantamount to $7.27 an 
hour. plus medical benefits and free child 
care. 

AmeriCorps. which passed Congress 
by a wide margin last year. will pay 
participants to do two years of communi­
ty work in four areas: education. health 
and human needs. the environment and 
public safety. 

The workers. many of whom are in 
their late teens and early 20s. \\~II receive 

minimum-wage pay. free health care and 
a $4,725 educational voucher for one 
year of work. The money can be used for 
college. vocational education or to pay 
ofT college loans. 

The federal government will pay 85 
percent of the costs of the program. \\ith 
the remainder provided by panicipating 
local and state governments. 

Grassley said he questioned the need ' 
fo. r AmcnCorps. one of the programs 
directed by Eli Segal. chief executive 
officer of the Corporation for ational 
Service. The agency also administers the 
National Senior Service Corps. 

Segal. in response to _questions raised 
by Grassley. said funding for the pro­
gram would "buy safer streets. smarter 
students. cleaner parks and healthier 
babies." 

Grassley has introduced legislation 
that would restrict $168 million of the 
S418 million appropriated for Ameri­
Corps until the Gt:neral Accounting Of­
fice certifies that the cost of AmeriCorps 
would be less than $15 per hour of 
service. 

Service Corps Under Way in Nebraska 
BYT.L. HENION 

WORLD-HERALO STAFF WRITER 

Delegations from Nebraska and Iowa 
attended Monday's swearing-in cere­
monies for the AmeriCorps program in 
Kansas City. linked by satellite with the 
national ceremony at the White House. 

ebraska first lady Diane Nelson. 
honorary chairman of the Nebraska 
Commission for National and Commu­
nity Service. headed a 90-per on contin· 
gent from ebraska. 

In Nebra ka. three programs \\ill be 
included in the AmeriCorps mission: 
AmeriCorps! USDA-Public Lands and 
Environmental team: Community Ac­
tion of ebraska; and VISTA. the anti· 
poverty program that is being absorbed 
mto Amencorps. 

About 75 volunteers eventually \\ill be 

~red for the three programs. said Chris• 
tine Vu. interim administrative assistant 
at the AmeriCofflS office in Lincoln. 

" ebraska sllll is in the process of 
recruitment of its volunteers.'' she said. 

Nebraska has received $457.622 in 
federal funds under the AmeriCorps 
initiative. which will be used for pro­
grams that teach young people how to 
resolve conflicts \\~thout fists and guns. 

Crai~ Derickson. who will direct the 
AmeriLorps/ USDA-Public Lands and 
Environmental team in Nebraska. said 
he is looking forward to the project. 

"Much of what we will do after we get 
our volunteers will be work connected 
with the flood of 1993," Derickson said. 
"We will be cleaning up public recre• 
ation areas. trails and that sort of thine. 
Our volunteers \\~II collect data on water 

quality. wate~-related is ues. as well. students eventually w!ll . be reached 
"Our volunteers will do a great deal of through the Youth Mediation and Con• 

'get-down-in-the-mud' work." _ flict Resolution program. 
Derickson said his program is nearly Volunteers in Service to America -

finished with the volunteer reci:iitment VISTA _ has volunteers and programs 
phase. All volunteers probably will be on up and running. said Director Anne 
board w1 thin two week_s. he said. Johnson of Lincoln. 

"Then. we want to give these people an 
opportunity to receive training in a 
broad range of environmental issues 
before we send them out." Derickson 
said. 

Community Action of ebraska also 
is in the process of selecting its volunteer 
force. The organization's long-range 
mission is to develop and implement 
conflict resolution and peer mediation 
programs for youth ages JO. 15 in a 
multisite. state\\ide youth violence pre• 
vention program. 

Gov. Nelson said that 800 to 1.000 

"We have them all over - Omaha. 
Lincoln. Grand Island, Kearney. Nor• 
folk." she said. "Mostly. our volunteers 
are working in community poverty situa­
tions. Of our volunteers. I would say that 
more than 75 percent have a bachelor's 
or master's degree, and the rest have at 
least a high school education. 

"The average age of our volunteers is 
36. which is a bit higher than the national 
average. That is in the low 20s. I think. 
And the majori ty of our volunteers are 
women." 
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' AMERICORPS MEETING IN HOLLY GROVE: Eight AmeriCorps participants and other officials met in 
Holly Grove lo;t Wednesday with U. S. Deportment of Agriculture AmeriCorps Director Joel Berg. 
Each of the participants told of specific areas of work in which they were involved. I~ some way, the~ 
hove all been involved in the work at Holly Grove. AmeriCorps participants include from left: Vivia~ 
Jones of North little Rock; loydo Stith of Batesville; Audria Colemon of Holly Grove; Debro Corme~ 
of Little Rock; Joel Berg, AmeriCorps director of Washington, D.C.; ReneE; Spurlock of Holly Gro.vei 
Jona Colemon of Holly Grove; Lisa Cobb of Jonesboro; and Harrison Locke of Forgo. • 

. . 

Americorps Participants Meet in 
Holly Grove wit.h Director Berg 

EightAmeri Corps participants 
along with other officials met last 
Wednesday with U. S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture AmeriCorps 
Director Joel Berg. The meeting 
was held in the Holly Grove City' 
Hall. -

Area Ameri Corps workers were 
joined by Berg, Allen Pigg of the 
U. S. Forestry Service in Geo:i:gia; 
Cedric Bradford, state conserva­
tionist with Natural Resources 
Conservation Service; Don 
Jernigan, publicist with USDA­
NRCS; Monroe County Judge 
Tom Catlett; and Holly Grove 
Mayor Lula Tyler. 

The Arkansas Ameri Corps par­
ticipants have been workin_g on 
rural development projects in 
eastern Arkansas: In Holly Grove, 
the work has focus~d on apprais-. 
als of homes located in the 100 

veyingresidents in the floodplain 
and offering practical assistance · 
about relocation. • 

In addition. t~ the work of the 
buyout, AmeriCorps is involved 
in many other projects. In Holly 
Grove, Ameri Corps workers have 
assisted local planning coip.mit­
tees, worked with the fire depart­
ment to bring the depar~ment up 
to standards, "'.'orked in bringing 
together local churches for com­
mu nity1 functions, and have 
worked towards securing fund­
ing for pr.ojects. Jana Coleman 
related that she had worked with 
Fargo for the city to install street 
lights and in securing regular 
garbage pickup. 

·In other areas, the work of 
Am~riCorpsvarie~greatly. Debra 
Carmen of.the Central Arkans,as. • 
RC and D Council has been ~ork-

• ·'-' 7 1! 



Am,ericorps Participants Meet in· 
Holly Grove ~ith Director· Berg 

EightAmeriCorps participants veying residents in the floodplain 
along with other officials met last and offering practical assistance 
Wednesday with U. S. Depart- about relocation. 
ment of Agriculture AmeriCorps In addition to the work.of the 
Director Joel Berg. Th~ meeting buyout, AmeriCorps is involved 
was held in the Holly Grove City in many other projects. In Holly 
Hall . Grove, AmeriCorps workers have 

AreaAmeriCorpsworkers\Vere assisted local planning commit­
joined by Berg, Allen Pigg'of the tees, worked with the fire depart­
U. S. Forestry Service in Georgia; ment to bring the department up 
Cedric Bradford, state conserva- to standards, ·worked in bringing 
tionist with Natural Resources together local churches for com­
Conservation Service; Don munity functions, and have · 
Jernigan, publicist with. USDA- worked towards securing fund­
NRCS; Monroe County Judge ing for projects. Jana Coleman 
Tom Catlett; and Holly Grove related that she had worked with 
Mayor Lula Tyler. Fargo for the city to install street 

TheArkansasAmeriCorpspar- lights and in securing ·regular 
t icipants have been working on garbage pickup. . 
rural development projects in In other areas, the work of 
eastern Arkansas. In Holly Grove, Ameri Corps varies greatly. Debra 
the work has focus,eQ pn apprais~, Car.men of th~ .Central Arkans,as 
als of homes located in,.the 100 RC and D Council has bee:µ,work-. 

:;. ~ • , ' ~ r,. ., 

year .floodplain . At a fair market in'g with a pellet ~t,ove projeFt 
val'Ue, the Federal Emergency which involves cooking with pel­

--. Ma.nagement Agency (FEMA), -is • lets made from compacted saw-
··-buying up the properties fre- • dust . She has also worked with 

quently flooded by the overflow finding markets for poultry lit-: 
waters of Dial Cre.ek.· Once the ter, and installing dry hydrants 
buy-out is completed, residents in rural areas. Loyda Stith of 
may relocate to a new, yet to be Batesville has been working on 
built, housing complex at the in- recycling projects and educating 
tersection of Highways 17 and 86. land owners about the value of 
Some relocated residents will be wetlands. Harrison 'Locke of 
allowed to build houses on two or Fargo has been working with 
three nearby areas. Property marketing of alternative crops 
clearance from the floodplain will . and supervising ASU students 
begin when other factors are in learning about vegetable crops. 
place. Individual home apprais- VivianJonesofNorthLittleRock 
als will move the relocation project has been working with an adoles­
along. cent development program tar-

Lisa Cobb of the Eastern Ar- getedtowardstheAfrican-Ameri­
kansas RC and D Council has can male. 
been instrumental inhelpingwith Director Joel Berg commented 
appra'isals. Audria Coleman, • that the · various works of 
Renee Spurlock, and Jana AmeriCorps model the "national 
Coleman have been involved sur- service" priority of President Bill 

Clinton . Berg stated that 
Ame_r~Cori:_>s is the way to chanpe 1 
America through "local reside~ts 
and empowering local communi­
ties to change themselves." Ap- \ 
proximately 20,000 AmeriCorps • I 

. workers are at work across the 
nation. The program provides for 
cost of living expenses and pro­
vides payment for higher educa­
tion. Berg calls the program the 
"G. I. bill without the G. I." Berg I 
commended t he work of the 
AmeriCorps members present. 

Following t he meeting, the 
AmeriCorps members hosted a 
reception for all in attendance. 
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JOPPA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL third graders recently presented a program for the residents and staff of Ridgeview Terrace 
Nursing Home in Rutledge. The students dressed as pilgrims and Indians in commemoration of the Thanksgiving holiday 
around which the program was planned. (Photo by Karen Long) 

Schoo l and their driving 
privileges revoked fur a 
year. 
Todd Kin caid was 

placed on probation for 
11 months and 29 days 
on each of the charges of 
theft under $500 and 
v,1nclalisrn . 

Clinch-Powell Employs Workers 
The Clinch-Powell 

Resource Conservation 
and Developm ent 
Council has employed 
six AmeriCorps par­
ticipants. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service 
initiative that allows 
young people to earn 
money for school and 
loan repayments while 
serving critical needs in 
their communities. The 
Clinch-Powell RC&D 
AmeriCorps are spon­
sored by the United 
States Forest Service and 
Natural Resource Con­
servation Service to aid 
the rural community . 

Participants will be 
working in the five coun­
ties served by the coun­
cil, Claiborne, Grainger, 
Hancock, Hawkins and 

Union . 
The AmeriCorps per­

so nn el are Sarah 
Buchanan, Liz Upchur­
c h, Mikh ai l Delong, 
M ary Russell , Jeremy 
Williams and Steve Kar­
nitz. 

Buchanan is serving as 
the enviro nmental 
education coordinator. 
She will work in the 
school con ducting 
various programs and ac­
tivities on solid waste 
education, clean water, 
Conservation Camp, En­
virothon and teacher in­
service workshops. Her 
other activities will in­
clude newsletters to area 
schools, publicity on the 
environmental educa­
tion program and the en­
viron m enta I resource 
library maintained by the 

council. Buchanan holds 
a B.S. degree in 
agriculture com­
munications. 

Upchurch is serving as 
the solid waste and 
recycling specialist. Her 
duties will include 
developing exhibits and 
displays, assisting solid 
waste boards, education 
and a promotion cam ­
paign to increase 
recycling and waste 
reduction, development 
of a Buy Recycled cam­
paign and integration 
with the Keep America 
Beautiful coord.inator . 
She is a recent University 
of Tennessee graduate in 
geography. 
Delong, Russell and 

Williams are serving as 
the specialty recreation 
and tourism team. They 

will be evaluating 
establishing a touri sm 
base for the five counties 
served by the council. 
The formation of a 
regiona l advisory com­
mittee for the project and 
working with established 
tourism committees will 
be the basis of 
developing a long range 
tourism development 
plan . 

Russell and Williams 
hold M.S . degrees in 
geography from UT and 
Delong is a geography 
graduate from UT. 

Karnitz will be serving 
as a recycling specialist 
for the Recycling Market 
Cooperati'(e of East Ten­
nessee. RMCET, located 
in Knoxville , serves 34 
east Tennessee counties. 

food Stamps Aid With Holiday 
The holidays are 

quickly approaching and 
many people are looking 
forward to the good 
times and good foods 
that go with the season. 
However, _ ther.e. <!re 

many people in area 
communities who may 
not be able to enjoy these 
times b~cause they are 
struggling to make ends 
meet. The Doug la-; 
Cherokee Economi c 

Authority' s Food Stamp 
Outreach Project may be 
able to help those in need 
of assistance . 
This program serves 

Campbell, Claiborne , 
.Cocke, Grain_ger,_ Ham­
blen, Jefferson , Monroe, 
Morgan, Scott , Sevier , 
and Union Counties . 
Anyone interested in ap­
plying for food stamps 
may simply call 1-800-
673-4458. This call is free 
of charge. A worker will 

ask a few simple cost of living increases. 
questions . If a caller The elderly also tend to 
meets certain guidelines, have high medical bills or 
an application will be high prescription costs. 

A number of older sent. 
1 

d 1 
The program .target5 _peop e ~pe~ 1/3 ~r ~ -ore 

four .. groups: .the. .. eldedy,_·_ of ~h_e,~ -~ric<?':1.e bn 
working poor;· horiieless • m~d,cine: • •• • -- ~ 
and single parents . E1ghty-f1ve per.cent of 
However , anyone in- people over retirement 
terested in applying for age suffer _ fro~ at least 
benefits may call. one chronic disease that 

Senior citizens are living affects what they need to 
on fixed incomes as the eat. Food Stamps can 

help buy those foods 
needed for special diets 
,, ,,,· 0 c:., 1 r v (nr c:. Pninr 

Katnitz will be working 
on the inventory and 
database management of 
recycling programs, 
program design and 
materials management 
as well as recruitment of 
members and education 
of the public concerning 
markets and recycling . 
He is a Tennessee 
Technological University 
graduate in chemical 
engineering . 

AmeriCorps participan­
ts are assigned to work 
1812 hours and eligible 
to serve for two years. 
"The AmeriCorps 

program is helping RC&D 

rr;111k Smith W,lS fined 
$250 and cmts fur driving 
on a revuk d license and 
given a 30-d,ir suspen ­
ded SC' ntencc . HC' also 
was fined $10 ancl cos ts 
for violation of th e seat 
belt law. 

Bobby Lynn Atkins w,ts 
fined $50 and costs for 
reckless driving. 

to meet important needs 
inthe communities we 
serve. The talents of the 
AmeriCorps workers and 
their dedication to com­
munity service is an ex- 1 

citing addition to our 
programs,'' reports Lindy 
Turner, RC&D coor­
dinator. 

For more information 
about the AmeriCorps 
program, call the RC&D 
office at 828-5927 or 828-
8354. 

Oh my Lordy, 
Is Kathy 

40? 

Don't Forgetl 

t~ 
Susan Lee 
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i ;~ruuiNVlL~E - 1'cn AmariCorps Jotu_n'- two in Cleveland UC wo.rkin[{ 0_11 lhc f!t'W~'l " 
jteers ln:tt:ie Dtlta w!lt gpend U\e.year,lrymg to systems; and Lhc nclwns tc::in t ,~ 1•v:) l11 :111 111( 

improve br.idge6; sewer systems and r.ecycllng the ufoLy of tlmbc1· bridges to ri nd Q 11 l wl,ic:!1 

pr.o,ram•ln an crrort t.o improve the general ones need lo IJa nxed, McClure s.i icl . 
quallcy or.ure. among rcaidents. : The Northwest nesourcc Co1 1s<'rv:i1 i,m :111d 

)~Nnet~qor:s;t}.,~·ls ;>c~sl~~nt Clinton's new na- D.cvclopment Arca in Stoncvilki i1C:ls as I l1l' 

·t.1~nal servtc.<i proer,arn; m\f0_lVUli 20,000 .Am~ ~p~nsor ror the pt·ot:r:'1111, J:>o11'l of tl ic liicl ,•nd 
crfcans, 17 and :Older. • : Soil Conservation irn<l Dcv~lo p111t'.11 l s ,•rvi,·,·. 

Volu·nt,eers receive money at lhe Cl)d of the the non-pi-ont agency works 011 ni r~I d ('\'l'I • 

y,ear 0f·1ervl~~,:which b(!gan In Sep~inbcr. opmcnt programs in the Missisl; ippi Dcll :1. 
.Tl)ey.-can ustr the mone1-.to ,further lhefr cdu- Throµghout the year, volunlccr.~ ul.1:.0 hop<' 
.caUo~·or.pM' back:nudcnt loans. : to Initiate other projects rch1 tcd t.o t'ChH·;11 ic,n. 
• T.h~ -~~ ·V.ohintecr, ,re stationed throughout p.ublic sarcty ant! human and cnv i ranrn ('nf:il • 
tho. Delta, tn Greenville, Gtecnwoodl. Beltoni, no.eds. 
Clovalana and StonevUlc, accordtng:to tum 
laad~r Cauandra McCtµrc; : • 
: 

11.Eaeh -rnein~ar h,.S: d.ifrerent obJect1voi.," 
McClure. nld. • : • ' . :_ 
. : .. tn Groenvlll~. ror Instance, Wan~hl Ar­
.tloetori:·and:Jc.thro Hendonon hop~ tQ obtain 
·,rantc!to help: fun~ local r;ccycling programs 
~!read).' ln ·plac~ in W~hln,to~. lss:aqucna 
an~ ·Sba~y countle1. . 
. •. "We'r.e working with local lcader;a and pub­
. U_c.o~\clals -I~ th~( aru· to,expan.d, :i:waluat.c 
·snd Work wUh cxlstins p,:ojccts,11 Arrington 
. explillnecf'. ·. • · : • • 

Anothor:vpluntocr is ari assistant forester; 
. • . . I 
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i :GM&NVlL~E - Ten Arnar!Corps volun­
jt.een ln· tne Delta wllt spend the.,year ,lryingto 
lrnprove bridges, sewer syatems and r~cycllng 
provam•'ln an ep-ort t.o improva the ecnoral 
quality ot.Hre. a~on, rcaldMts. : 
-;;i:iNn•~Go~ib J>c~sl~cnt Clinton's new na• 
-Uonal servl~ proecami ln-vo.l"Ull 20,000 Am~. 
crJcans, 17 and ~Ider. • • 

Vol:unt.eers ~civc money at lhe e~d or the 
year of aervl~~/which b~aan In Sep~mbcr. 
Tbey.ean usa the money._to further their cdu• 
.caUoii.lor.p~ back:studcnt loans. • 
• T.h_, 1.0 ·V.ohinteer, are atationcd thtou1hout 
the. Delta, tn Gr~nvil111 Gteonwoodi Bolionl, 
CIOYelana and Stoneville, accordtng:to tum 
liAd~r Catsa.ndra McClµre: : • 
: 

11.Eaeh -rnciim~or hu: d.ifrerent obJectlvo,," 
Mc04-ure. nld. • :_ 
: : .. tn. Groa.nvlll~. for Instance, Wandril Ar· 
.Hastori-·and:,cUtro Hondonon hop~ iq obtain 
·,r1nt1:to help: fund local r.ocycUng programs 
~!read1 In ~lac~ in W~hlnsto~. tss:aquona 
an~ ·Sba~y counties. ' 
: •. "We're worklna with local Icade~ and pub-
: Uc.omc11lt -1~ the: area· to,expan.d, :evaluate . 
·and Work wlc.h cxlatJn& projects," .4.rrfngton 
.explillne4:, ·. · • : • • 

Anothor;vQlunloor is ari aulstant forester; 
. • . , I 

: • : 
two In Cleveland 11rc working 011 lhc 141.•.wN 
systems; nnd tho nalwni le.in, i~ '-'":Jl11:,1i11f( 
the saC'ety ottlmbol' bridges to ri11d Qlll wl1i<:!1 
ones need· lo be nxed, McClure s.iicl. 

The Northwest nesi,urcc Co11sc-,·vali1,1t :111d 

D.cvclopment Arcn In Sloncvllk 11c:Li as 1111· 
~p~nsor (or the pt·o"r.0111. J:>al'l or tlH.! ll~d, ·r:i I 
Soll Conscrvalion and Dcv1.3Jop1m!11l s,•r,·i,·,·. 
lhc non-pront agency works 011 n,ral dc\'l'I• 
opmcmt programs in the Missls"lppi Dell:,. 

Throµghout the year, volunlccr~ :.il~o h1111<' 
t.o Initiate other projects roh1tcd t.o NhH·: 11 i,,n , 
p.ubllc saCcty antl human and cnvlr<H1111,•111a1 
no.eds. 



.AmeriCorp is a na~onal se~ice· 
rogram ~u9fl like the Civilian 

::onservatio;rCorps of the 1~>'30s. 
tis designed to facilitate pr~· • 
rrams.that can achieve direct ' : 
:esults addressing the nation's crit- ': 
cal education, hwnan service, , 
Jublic safety and environmentar . • 
1eeds, with not only a projected 
iutcome beneficial to the comrnu 
uty when completed, but provid­
ng beneficial experience to the , 
earn members. Those members : 
vork for one year at minimum 
vage, but in the end earn a $5,000 
cholarship to use one of three 
vays - to pay off existing college 
oans, to attend college or to attend 
1 trade school. 

The local AmeriCorps project 
nvolves cultivation of plants at the 
Il.,&P Cedar Bayou plant to later 
,e transplanted to a demonstration 
:1arsh area on Atkinson Island, 
1roperty of the Port of Houston. 
ne Americorp workers have been 
m the job for about one month. 
ne project should take about 10 
1onths more. 
In the partnership, HL&P is • 

roviding the field laboratories, 
,eenhouse and equipment; the 
:irt of Houston is providing 
l 00,000 for supplies, materials 
1d transportation; and the USDA 
funding Seidensticker's efforts. 
The work at Atkinson Island 
ill involve mostly smooth cord­
-ass, which has been proven 
fective, hardy, disease resistance· 
1d quick to spread when used in 
is area as a means to protect 
.orelines. Shore erosion and 
·struction of wetlands are the 
·o biggest problems plaguing 

,. 

David Tees, HL&P, Ned 
Holmes, Port of Houston 
and Paul Johnson, NRCS 
sign the AmeriCorps 
agreement. 

Texas' coastal areas. 
The group, under Seidenstick­

er's guidance, will also establish 
other plants in areas wiili severe 
shoreline erosion problems. 

All iliose plants will begin as 
seedlings at ilie HL&P plant. 

Then, according to Seidenstick­
er, ilie group will create 220 acres 
of island and shallow water marsh. 

The project had its origins about 
eight years ago when committees 
working for ilie port's 1989 bond 
election pledged to do something 
beneficial wiili material dredged 
from ilie Houston Ship Channel, 

. according.to Ned Holmes, board 
chairman pf ilie port. 

"We're coupling and environ­
mental project wiili an economic 
project to ilie benefit of boili," he 
said. "It usually works ilie oili~r 
way around ... this is phenome­
nal." 

The project will involve creation 
of islands and oyster reefs, using 

Eddie Seidensticker, shoreline erosion. specialist with 
the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service, 
plants smooth cordgrass seed. Seidensticker is super­
visor of the AmeriCorps team working on the HL&P 
wetlands project. 

ilie spoil from dredging. Natural 
grasses will ilien be planted 
around such reefs and islands, as 
well as existing problem shore­
lines, to protect iliem from ero­
sion. 

Participants will receive quite an 
education in ilie process. 

Paul Johnson, chief ofilie 
USDA's Natural Resources Con­
servation Service, stressed that 
through iliis project, ilie Ameri­
Corps workers could begin "a life­
time of service to ilieir communi­
ty." 

Seidensticker stressed ilie wor­
iliy nature of ilie project. 

"AmeriCorps' ilieme is 'to get 
things done,"' he said. "But I want 
to make sure it is something 
worthwhile. This project will be 
the largest marsh restoration pro­
ject ever attempted and I have no 
doubt it will be successfiµ." 

The project caps Seidensticker's 
many,years of research wiili 

smooili cordgrass and other plants 
- ye spent slogging through 
muddy waters with only a few vol­
unteers and oilier dedicated pro­
fessionals to plant and maintain 
the planting areas. This project has 
the support of organizations such 
as ilie Galveston Bay Foundation, 
the Galveston Bay National Estu­
ary Program and Texas Parks & 
Wildlife, as well as ilie port, 
HL&P and the federal govern­
ment. 

In the past, plants had to be har­
vested from natural growili areas, 
ilien transplanted to target areas 
and carefully nurtured, protected 
by fencing until a few of ilie hardi­
est took hold. By growing plants 
from seed, Seidensticker said, such 
work will no longer be dependent 
on wild crops and hopefully avoid 
such hazards as ilie diseases and 
fungi iliat attacked his earlier 
efforts. 

1r associations offer legal help for flood victims 
atural disaster, such as the Texas, have instituted a Disaster 7030, has been set up and will be tion. The kind of legal help avail­
t flooding, brings many Legal Assistance Program. Local in operation 24 hours a day, seven able includes help with insurance 
~ms to those caught in its volunteer lawyers will provide days a week. Applicant may also claims, counseling on landlord­
Some of these problems free legal ad~ice to people with go_ to_ the_ nearest Disaster Appli- tenant problems, help with home 
itate legal assi~tance. _ . legal problems caused by the dis- ,. ca~on Cente! ~~C) ~d fill 9~t a . repair ·contracts, counseling on 
.hose in need of that kind of' aster, but who can't afford their lawyer referral fonn. . consumer protection matters, help 
:he America}! ~ar Associa-:, .. • <?W. l~er(', , . \ ; \: \.:~;:;,~· . -· Tne fawyers' ~~e· available' t~~: •with'replacing of important legal 
Young Lawyers _Division, m·; .... To· assist, the applicants, a 24-! give legal advice in a fair and," documents_ destroyed in the disas-

... • • ... • '· rl' ,I , ' (. , • .. ' • . • ~ , 

:ation with the State Bar of- h~ur bilingual hotline, 1 :soo-5Q4-: equitable way without discrimimi- ter and much more. • 
~··,•.~,.,., .• _,,.,,.;t..~\ :•i:, ... _._ . .. ,-1.lf.•'~·/'.~ ·.:,, 

. \. ~ .· ' .. ~ • ~. ,. .. ~r' f .;..... .... .( ..... ·~ ti' .... :'>J • • ~ • • 



L l· I .1 

. . 

AmeriCorps_program may br:ing : 
sewer improvements to Bolivar 
B',' M:tr.oery Smith Stanton subdmsion (nonhw~ of but the job of determinin& which 
ac SusffVJ(iter • . Cltviland).· Hfll, -and F-211 Boxte ue.a will bt design•u:.d lO receive 

subdivisions In' Boyle, S!1 e1by the system will be left ur, to super· 
Farms, lsaae Daniel$ s•;l;>division visors. • Bolivar County rn_ay soon be 

seein& n~cd developments and 
fmpz;ovements in rural sewer sys­
tems, thanks to the crforts of those 
bohlnd . • the new federal' 
AmulCorps protram. 

of Mound.Bayou and Hovl'I sub• Area evaluation $1JfYl:Y6 have 
divi$ioo o! Mound Bayou.. already ba..cri eondueud In· the 

FJ.chard . cxptalned tJuc he ind aforemcnllo~ed • areas, said 
Andrea Clark. of Oevela!'ld. tbe Richard, adding thal h~ txpcds to 
othet tea1'11 memoor of the eouniy meet with supervisors .. In the nexl 
ArrieriCorps program, ~iU be couple_ or wee.ks" ~o sec. If: th4y 
workin& .~i~h. tb~-~t>Hvar County have ,cu.led _on • tar&el arc.;1 1n the: 
Board or S~r,crvisors to ascertain . county for the sc\11'.Cf' system. . 
money for • rural ~wcr !l;,:•r.-4\, . C1arince Pinley .'of -Orcenvitl~ 

• • '°ordinator with the Nonhwesr 
Mississippi ·-~· Jtcsource 

,... . 

Ldbru.n,ki . P.icha~d, Bolivar 
Ci>un\y:4t~l1 fliem'o'tr • ::of .. the· 
AffieriCorps program, c·xplaincd 
that "the proifarn wU! bt used to 
help . pin~f nt fvnds for •~d _essist 
in '. the dev.elopmcnt of a rural 
scwer'..systim l~ the co~nt;y. ; • 

_The E:i'ogram, whicll is Prcsi~cnt 
c6nton"'s ·.nalJonal I service it1ili~­
tive ~ 'intended to address the 
nation~s education; human-llcrviec,· 
pub:tie, s~y ~nd·. cnvlronmerttal 
needs:~.~e .. tocal ~~1. also calls. 
for th_e ·i~provement of liv.i~i. CDn~ • 

Conservation and .Dcvelopme!ll .; 
t,;rea (RCD) In Stoneville, c.on• · t' 

firmed that the AmeriCofl)5 pro­
gram wilJ focus on rural sewer sys• 

• "d(tiQ)'il ~_ thrriugh ur.ban forestry, 
acc.ording to lhformatfon given by 
Ridi~rd. : • · , 

:However,. Richtrd noted, •the. 
progr'am ; will ) ~itially focus only 
on ·obtaffltnJ le¢hnica1 wlstanu 

• wi~1ru.ral sew.age )yptcms i_n the. 
•. • coutity. : • i . . · •· 

. ~Rii}tt:now. we'll just be work• 
' • • in&.~ :on :_ th~. ,e""cr systems," 

Ri~rd ~it.. "We~re lookfog at 

.. , ,. · .. . -

,-,. 

' . . , . 
. ' 

. . 
;, . 

ttms. 1 , • 
"We are a nonprofit or;anwtJon 

based in the Mississippi OeJta," 
explained Finley, who supervises 
. Richard and Clark. -We are partk,-
ipating in· tlttAmerlCorps'prcigram 
with the U.S. Pore.st s~rvlce. 
whieh . ic funding the program 
through RCO." 
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AmeriCorps volunteers 
lend a hand in Midlands 

Hy MICHELLE R. DAVIS 
and KAY GORDON 

SIQ#Wrlreu 

Amy Overstreet, 22, graduated from 
college and had no idea what to tJo wilh 
her life. James Holland. 54, • rellrcd IJ .S. 
/1.rmy major, wrui teaching life science al 
an akernatiYe school unlil it closed. 

Doth opfed lo join the ranks of Amerl­
Corps - President Clinton's pet project 
lhar he has clubbed lhe domestic Peace 
Corps. 

IS PROGRAM WOIIJH PRICEY B6 

O...erslreet and Holland are part o( 11 

fiYe--memberteom WOl"king in Souch C11ro,-
1inT on runl development projeds uade.r/ 

AmeriCorps. This week, two team11 spent 
lime in Richland and Lexington coundes 
in1proYing dry ftre hydrants and imped-
ing dams. . 

Se-ttral Sooth Carolina groups fall un­
der the AmerlCorps umbrella, inchlding 
City Year and tl1e National Civilian Con­
servation Corps. In return for a living sti-

• pend 1md an educational grant, Ameri­
Corps rneS1bers ~k o• community 
projects. The I I-month pmgram began in 

1'111~­

Anlerteorpaw ......................... 
//J6ayo.ntreelccae •1t<tWDl"kenatfrylre 
..,..._lll~RicW.deo..ty, 

September. and mapped rouds for 91 l systems. 
"Our cUort is lo reach out to rural The rural-development AmeriCorp~ 

communilies where county governments project is sponsored by the Nalural Re­
do r}9C have staff for so.-ie projects." said sources Conservation SefVice under the 
J im Wilson, AmeriCorps coordinator and U.S. Departmenl of Agricukure. Slate­
dlsl rict conserntlonist in CoJuW\hta. wide, (OtJr five-mealber teams are based 
Among other tasks, groups hue analyzed 1-

water samples, done grassland .surveys .. !" 
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MOOLESBORO, KENTUC'KY VJED~SOAY, APRIL 26, 1995 

Group tracing pioneer paths 
By Willi_am Saunders "'Our main goal Is hlstorlcal . 
Staff Wn•r . preservation. We've been writing 

Several groups ru_-e worki~g to make u.s. 2SE Uld dfants to preserve clfferent sites -
U.S. 11W kilo a lOOnSt MractJon for Tennessee. '=' . . . - ,. -
. _The _Teanessee Wildemcss Road will cracc iiisfuric ato,,g the road~ Also; the road wlll 

pioneer' padis Int follow Ille currenl rootes, as well as bring "visitors to the area with 
highlighting area food, lodging 111d cneertainmeo( sites. - • I ti f O hist rl 

"We have a 1ot (]{ tami!ic., that came tbroop here apprec a . on o . the _ _ o cal areas 
year, ago when the area was being fOUflded. and DOW . of Tennessee, Including but not llm­
~Jc cane tt:roup here ~8 to trace 1beir roots.'~ • lted to· Danlel Boone. " 
said Mary Rossell, Ch•cll-Powc cso,rc 
Calservatioa and Dcvelopmeat (RC& • • Amcricorps. -Mary Russell 

The road begins al Elizabclh1own, -:-:-:-.....,..i..-­
Rogemille and end5 • Cumberland Gap. "We're plan- --------------­
ning a map of lhe Wildentw Road with historical sites 
on it, as well ~ food, lodging and a range o{ other 
•ems," she added. The map is sdledulcd to go IO print 
June 1. 

The goal of fle road, she 5aid, is to highlight lbe llis­
torical significance of the area, as well as IO bring in 
iourism. 

"Our main goal is }listorical prescrvatiOll," she said. 
"We've been writing grams to preserve different siles 
along tbc road. Also, tk road will briag visitors to tile 
area willl appreciation of tile hi,lorkal areas of 
TcllOC-Ssee, inchlding but not W\lcd to Daaid Boooc." 

"1k maia ltail will atrract visitcn here illilially, and 
offihooU froot lbe trail wilJ get lhem inlO surrounding 
counties," said Ll•dy Turner, Clinch-PowcH RC&D. 

. ' 

Area counties that wooJd be directly affected by the 
Tennessee Wildcness Road will be Claiborne, 
Hawtins and Grainger. 

The road program came abou( through lbc combined 
efforts of Oinch-Powell RC&D, Northeast Ten~see 
Tcuism CoauciL First Tennessee Developmeat District 
and Middle F.ast Tenressee Tourism Council 

Russel said the prograca was based on similar roads 
in Virginia IJld Kentucky, s.odl IS the Daniel Boone 
Heritage Trail in Kentucky. Such roads laave been 
proven 1o kelp boost econoD1ies In the communities 
lbrooJh which dley pas. 

Road signs ina-kmg the trail arc 1101 in place but 
RmscD said Ibey will be posted at a bater date. ' 

14 Pages 



TWlN VALLEY TIMES 
THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA 

MARCH 5, 1995 

AmeriCorps members here improve 
environment and promote tourism 

Five membet1 of the USDA Nat­
ural Resoort:es Conservation Ser­
vice (NRCS) AmeriCorJ>S Rural 
Devtl~eat Team In Twin Valley 
a.nnounc.ed that in ibcir last few 
moo~ ol secvice they ha"Ve snado 
signlflcant progress imptl~ 
wildlife habitats, promoting 
toorism and providins comcrvation 
outreach by desi&nilli living snow 
rences. 

AmeriCorps worts with Lhc 
Ag~z Wildlife Refuge in order to 
provide HabilaU for Animals, coo­
SUUCLin& brush l~ings ·ror various 
wiJdlife. Tot AmenCorps members 
atso woncd with the Snowdrifters 
Snowmobile Club in Thief River 
Falls &o ~Ip pcep¥C Cot the Iron 
Man~ snowmobile race. Olhct 
community ~ice project, include 
Give Waier kHand wa.ter screen-

ing projecl in }Wstad, and helping 
iel up illld mffing an AmcriCOCl)s 
booul at the Red River Valley Will­
i« Shows in Crook.ston. 

AmeriCotps members wo,i;in~ 
on ~ Agiwiz Recr~ional Trail 
(A.R.T.) project have complel.Cd an 
A.R. T. pre-brochure 8tld arc dc~cl· 
oping a Mahllomen County eounsm 
brocluue. They arc also preparing a 
&Jllllll Cor a city parlc in Ada, and 
wcrting M !he plans for lh_e Ada 
wali..ing lrall. The Am~ 
members have received a grant (or 
$200 from Polaris to help wi\h the • 
promotion of A.R.T. 

AmeriCol'P' members woncing 
on the Conservation 0u1.reach pro­
ject have consttucled a ?.Torking 
Living Snow Fatcc Model lo bcue. 
demonstrate a need for such a pr~ 
gram. A living snow fence is one or 
many rows of trees plarned alooi a 
roadway t0 stop snow from drifllll8 
across. Members al$0 orianiud a 
tillage dcmoosuation to be held in 
late August of lhis year. Amcri• 
Cocps has received $3,0CO from the 
Minnet0!3 . ~~ent of Tqns• 
ponation (MNDOT) and $1,500 
from the Walershcd AdvisQry 
Group to help with bolh o{ these 
projects. . dom . 

AmcriCorp:s is the new est.le 
~e COfP$ ereaied by President 
Oinoon arid Congress to enpie 
Americans of aJ1 backgrounds UI 
direct semcc co the it communities 
in exchange for an educational bcn­
dit thzl can be used to pay f oc col­
lege, job training, or to reJX3y bad~ 
student loans. 

The U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture Is sponsoring three types oC 
AmeriCorps teams compoGed of 
approximaLely l.200 members scr. 
ving 38 sta1£S rullionwide: an Anti• 
Hllllger Team, a Public und, and 
Envirorwesu Team, and ~ Rural 
Dc't'clcpmenl Team. • 
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AmeriCorps doing road inventory 
in preparation for E-911 set-up 

87HeatyLGrca 
MmcriC.orplil~lhil"Mdt 

• project ~ ii exp,acd lo Wp 
pe--e the wsy for lhc ~ cl 
&he E-911 CUIClarnc)' rapomo 1)'9-
lall in Abbeville o-ty. 

A tcan oC this nationwide~ 
-orp will be~ Oil. p'0jea lo 

oomplde the Cint pbuool9 l l impo­
mc:tll.atioft. 

-We wiD ride ev«-, roed ia IIICI 
county. takiaa road iaveatory-

siplet.roadt)l>c.~rn 
diltrica,. aid AincriCapl p'0jea 
mlcr~Pauha . 

AmcriCorps will be k:,okq ID ICC 

MCdlcr lhcre ii an Ihm~ n:a­
dr:lll Oil. road, ..., said. 

ICIMl'O ii mere._ one resided 
oa a road or~. it baa lo be 
aaned. 

-We - jw( ~ roed ._ 
by .. Paulua said. "WhCla - ll'C 
liailbcd, PbaacTwo(adlmsinc)wil 

AMERICORPS DOING ROAD INVENTORY-AD 
Ainerieerpe team ii Kbeduled • laaada diis week a road 
iaveatory ia Abbeville Ceuaty. u a step toward die 
esC..blisbmeat ol the E-911 .,..._ bere ia Abbeville Ceuaty. 
Team meaaben are abowll bere at work• another project. 
(Ameri<Mpl pboeo) 

!qia.• Amcri"'...orp1 ii • .-..widD -· 
1lie Imm mcmbcn - Paula, \100 projed. ... llla&iladiar-.>­

Oad ··,~ a... &Mr, s... 11:rized •• dommlic wr1iaD oC Ilic 
Miller, Sbcrd1 ~ ,-,., r- • 

The project, dd -. uid ....... .,.. - •• 
.u..-~,,._ r--· ,. _ ___,, •· _ Aaaie«pabalwarbd011anum-
~n...., .....,....., ,.__ -r- ber cl lemCC projc,da ia Abbeville 
~ .... in dir1'0---. ~ C'.ouaty, ~ • .,..infl 1111'• 
ma frcm Mada 6 ID Mardi D . l'C>' and a projoa ill ,wbicll Ibey 

Glcna Breed, cindar cl public ~ wi6 aa wiJdlifo offic:iak. 
~ wida Upper s.Vllllllb Mew n,;---.. E-911 
C.culCil cl~ will ~ l)'ltcm. • cme.p&y relpOW l)'I• 

vide lldlaical ~ -. ia Abbmlle CQIICy .. bis 
Breed uid Thinday6" Ilic-.,. bC1C11 a topic cl dilowaic:a e1011& 

pin& by AaaiC«pa wil oamo It ao local FWI•-' officialL 
00ll to AbbeYilJe c.o...ey. 11io dbl has beat~ by 

Breed, • said lbat - a'YCI Oil ~ cl local a,o.cnmm om. 
mAmcriCarpladvilcrycxw:il,uid cialsand-scn:,--f'CIIPOOICrdml 
fiat ho appoact.od AaoriCorps lo IFDC)' rqiraclllatiwt .. all. r. 
do Ibo pqect Ila• Dccamb«, 1993. 

"I appra.:W lbta abcJllll dou.s • Aa E-911 cxawni#c,e '- bcCD 
road ilnaiay .. - laid,-... Iba -.blilhcd boup Coumy Q,unal 
• submiaed a prqc,ct plaa ia ~ 1oWpplmbtlicayacm,andCom­
wmber clt..t yes. -ne, ...... it cil. ~ ... die \Jppa"Seva­
would be. aood idea.. aala Cola:il cl~ lo Wp 

Aa Aaw.riCarpa lea wil be. briltadmf)'lkllllo.AhbmloCoumy. 
iaa much tile aaao lkiq ia E-911 • • ---: ..... .....a.:...:... 
McCormic:k Co.ty, ..... prqa- _, ---
rations for E-9l l, PIWIII-. calod ba cl die 911 l)'lll:la, by 

The _,...... leader 6cn will be ,wt.a people ca IIICR eariJ)' pin 
.,...,_ AIXlClllo~ICfvicatbroup 

D.-vid lloloombo, aad die--rm- cam., by i,,lq,hcwt. a rmtra1 clit­
bcn are Holoombe, 0.- ICmdd1, .-a. 
Qq Maxwell. Ridiard E--, and .-- OIIMF. 

DID~ Tlao cowity aappiaa which 
McCormd o-ty ii lpOIIIOI'· AmcriCorp will be dcq will be -

ins lho ~ -.,.a llq)lowlnibrinaiaa the.,.. 
Tectmica aupport will be ~ m ID e., ooumy, linoo die dricic:d 

vidcdby PaulBjodima,Mceamick p- vision cl~ dK-oup E-911 
~ Adminisnear. ':, J-,ewnclmCIDCIJCDCYdq)eodl 

The onti~ cl die projcd, and OD Ibo l)'llcm'I ability lopinpoiat Ilic 
die work imdwd, ,nJJ bo Ole - . OIIICIJCIICY'• b:atim. 

Road inventory will be extensive 
87 Hf.Illy L Greta ~ in a ~ prooc:a, and lhe 

Some bpi for Ibo public- beina aaual ltrcd ~ will bo next 
_ vidcd in kcepq wida Ibo ClOIDia& Abboville County will be ad· 
-~ IJy , ..iucriCapl ._. whida • drcaod ia di.f!c:rmt phuet-each 

ldlOdulcd 1o 1ta1t a roed amn1my iD . ~ will 00l1lilt cl Ibo diJI'«ait 
AbbevilJo Co&ny, M I _, ~ pcJltal zip codca. ._, . • •• 

b.,_.._ ,. 9•1· · • -i!..!...'. •---.. r • - • eaa ,.... .. • 1 l)'ltcm - t ~ ., t· . 
1
: , . . . _ _ .. . 

•· .. A 91 ~ 1e8m wtl.l be in 
Fora91 l l)'SICID,eachlU'\ICQRia Vllr1<U area lo mab IIR nay 

""' .._..nty must ha-..c. diltinc:t llnd mllCU'e ia lbe CQ.Dty has • rtrcct 
addfca, Id I nn1 rou1D m.mba- or a lt)'lo addrea-1411 Main Saecc. for 
box runt,«. example. 

• The roed iDymtory ii just Ibo tint Tbc9 l I ~ 1camwill lcavc 

impor1n informaboll " eac1i rea- ms. 
dcnoe lo l'Crify the~ -, According to reports, the 
old~ buildiQ& dea:aipicm, .ad AmcriCorp ---. die u,ad in- • 
IICW llddraa. Ymklly will bo hcadquarlcrcd below 

The reeadcn wil be abd lo pn> ia lho bascmeait_ cl die Abbeville 
vido dicir lck:plionc aumber ., Iba . <:owi1y 1..11,ray .. Abbm1lo. - • 
e.:f\'llrccl( ldima ~ be·~ • • • 
w1'h. phone ni.mber. . . . . :. • . • ,. -~ --. ~ ec:rvioo . 
• Each n:sidcal will be iabm:,d cl iaitiathoe to ~ dinict n:auka ill 

their "!CW adcka, 111d -- lo -■rt addrcsaina Ibo utioa'• education, 
imng that tlddras. human ecmoe. public ..Cdy, and 

lf )'OU ha...e any questions COD- CIMl'OIWDClllal DCCCil .. Ibo 01111111»-

c:cnung 911 adckasin& can ◄59- llity b-d. • 
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Americorps helps 
Ute Mountain Utes 
SPECIAL TO TB£ DAILY TlMt:S 

Dale White. a recent /\rneri­
Corps recruit, i:s doing an 
inventory of the Ute Mountain 
Ute Reservation land south of 
the Colonido state line in New 
Mexico. . 

llis project to aMist the Lite 
Mountain Ute Tribe in gather­
log information for their land 
use management plan, a part of 
Geological lJlformation System. 

White has lived and worked 
construction jobs in Durango 
(or 20years . After repeated con• 
struction-related injuries, be 
decided to pursue a college 
education in natural rcSOWce$. 

He identific$ plant$ in the 
arid zone of northwestern New 
Mexico ·11 bile helping the 
Mvurtain l!te tribe compile 
information for a land manage­
ment plan. 

"You have to know what you 
have before you can plan," 
Whlte said. 

He drives about 80 miles to 
the survey loca tion from his 
Cortez office. Most days start 
with a stop at tribal headquar­
ters in Towaoc to pick up any 
information and tools needed 
for the day. 

Then he drives to a point cast 
of Watcrflow where a dirt road 
,takes him p-ast the power plant 
to the reservation 'i; New Mexi• 

.co land. 
"I love this transitional zone 

.where th·e desert changes to 
mountains," White said. 

His job is to walk an area 
documcntina everything he 
secs. This could be anything 
from manmade structures like 
water tanks, roads, and fences 
to sign, of wildlife in the area. 
The ability to identify animal 
tracks and ~t is helpful 

Durina the winter when there 
arc no blooms, the identifica­
tion process include checking 
the root and/or seed. If that 
ducsn 't produce an answer, a 
change of season will some­
times bring more clue~ . Mid-

r 

• lploitl lo tht Deity T1mM 
Dale Whitt of Durango lnvtntorlH Ut. Mountain Utt land 
for land manag1ment Ulff, 

plant coveraae. He once spept 
two days in a small canyon 
because the terrain was very 
steep. 

White stops every four or 
five feet to uamine something 
at his feet; either a grass cl\l.fflp, 
bush, animal track, prairie dog 
hole or soil type. 

He alao inalces a visual count 
on the average percentaaes of a 
particular plant at that site. The 
variables that determine how 
many plants of a particular 
species will be found in an area 
are moisture, alope of the ltnd 
and aspect of the land to the 

At the days end, White trans­
fers his data onto a ranac site 
sheet that includes all his find• 
ings about the area. This will 
eventually be mapped into a 
GlS to aid the Utcs in cnatJng a 
long range land use manage• 
mcnt stratti)', 

White graduated from Fort 
Lewis College in 1 ~ with a 
bachelor of scie0ce degree In 
earth sy'stem science, a self• 
directed major. In 1991, he 
moved his fam.lly, wife Angie 
and three daughters, to Keene, 
N.H., where he workod towards 
a master's dcifoe of science in 
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EOCEC; Amer/corps: 

Still Hard At Work And 
Making Progress 

ly E. Marie Jacbol 
Alta more than a )'W, £a.sun 

Oran1cbur1 County~ Enterprise 
Community (EOCEC) and Its 
Amcricorps rcprcsenw!vcs are still hatd 
ll Yt'0l'l and making progreu ia the 
c.a.um pen of ()ijf rounty. 
. Without ranriue or the spotli&l'l. 
EOCEC still holds their mon~ly 
meetings and. alon1 with Olona 
Richardson and V emell Smalls 
(Ammco.r ~ntatives). ari fiwa 
~w itld 1nnov~t1ve ways to htlp area 
residents with all kinds of problems. 

Some of their accomplishmcau 
ind~ assh1ing the elderly with home 
improv!m!N Jnftl\ and low-lnteteit 
low, as wen~ hclpinJ other r?Sioo!ts 
wilh home--0wneflhip loans. 

They ha\'t aho wocted closely with 
,man b11Slneu owners in eastern 
Orangeburg County, eduatin& them 
about busi nts~ ~ proanms. 

EOCEC ~s joined f otees with \ocal 
pot"!ce forcts. U.S. M&IW!l's office. 
Offkc d Juvcnilt Justice_ DJ\d school 
admlolstrutoR to bring aime and ~, 
preyentloa ~ to area sradcou. 

Educational 1eminar1 have beta 
~ed by thf JfOUP on toplci such u 
Wills and Tru~c;: Home Weaiheri.z.atlon: 
Busintu and lndu~trial Loan Programs: 
EmuJcncy Services: Orua and Crime 
Prevention: llnd Steps To Buildin& Your 
Ctedh. 

Counties.\ hou~ of YOlunteer smiC'es 
have been ptO\'ided 10 Vwe Senior 
Citizen Center1, ils well as Or;n,cburg 
School Dhuict Three. 

Also to be i~h1ded in their lisf I ol 
at.compllwnenu 1J perlCl'TIUJ'ICt ti 
national service 10 the communil_Y In the 
town o( Saotee with sucll ptojedl • 
B~tif!CMion. Otycve. ~&. 
Santee Town H.aJL and Unet Pict Up. 

In lddinoa to overseeina !be day IO 
day opera1ioni ti lhe EOCEC offtcc. 
Rlchaidm ~ Smalls hes a communicy 
•~nus radio broadcul wcckly to 
inf cm the oubllc <i Issues ~Ill tbrir 
everyday dYU. 

As cnviliooed b-j the foc.mdm d 
~EC. !he pp iJ well oo iu way to 
MYlna out chcit mission. which is: 

foe dtiuos <:/C,e ~ 0rqetuJ 
County Enttrpritc Comm11nity plasl ., 
I~ job oppmunitits and quality fl 
llfe ball eastern Orunaebura County 
citizens so ~ can enjoy a stundard 
d livil\a chit ls above che poverty tine 
and hive the chance to rwlze thtit 
dm.ms. 

"My 1erm ns 111 Arookorps mtmbcr 
1w heel fulfillin& and. rewarding. •• 
Rkhardso1 uid. 111've had the 
oppor1uniry to wott In the difTereaf 
capacities to bring the communities 
toaethtt. It gives me • pt stn.se " 
fulnllment knowinJ tMI rve hel~ 
someone who ru.Jfy needed help and 
would hllYC otherwise been roraoncn." 

Smalls also upmsed her sincere 
opprcaarioa rcr beina able k) be tlleR rcr 
so ~y people io need. ''The Boca: 
hu been a ru1nmng cxperienct r0t me. 
After comin1 on \mi'd roc four monthl 
af\tr the deaJh or Josephine Hi&h. I have 
learned a Jot. I feel lhAt I have "betp_cd « 
ill lust tried to help my community." 
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In Arkansas, Ameri Corps fits Clinton's vision 
BY GAAHT TENtlll.LE 

~ -­.-\meriCorps member Renee 
Spurlock is moving Holly Grove 
residents out of danger. 

.-\pproximately 00 homes in the 
ea..ct Arlc.ansas town of 700 are in­
side the flood plain of the White 
Ris-er. During periods of heavy 
rain, water seeps into the ground 
floor of some homes. U a 100-year 
flood were to sweep down the 
White River, it would take most ol 
those homes ll;th it to the Missi.5-
sippL 

So Spurlock, 35. a Holly Crove 
resident, is coordinating a pro­
eram under the Federal E:aer­
gency Management Authority to 
buy the flood-threatened pn ,per­
l;y and find the 135 residents of 
the area new lots on which to 
build. 

couragement and soothing fears. 
"AmeriCorps has really helped 

this town.· Spurlock said. 
Spurlock iJ one of approxi­

mately 250 AmeriCorps volun• 
teers in Arkansas working for 
dozens of private, nonprofit and 
eovernment agencies across the 
state. Their accomplishments may 
be the best defense of President 
Clinton's modern-day Peace 
Corps. 

erant fann workers on the dan­
gers of pesticides and helping 
rural fire departments find mon­
ey for training. 

On Sepl 21, 1993, Clinton 
signed the National and Commu• 
nity Service Trust Act creating 
AmeriCorps. The creation of a na­
tional service corps had been a 
high priority for Clinton during 
the 1992 campaign. 

would perform volunteer work in 
communities across the United 
States in exchange for govern• 
m~nt grants to pay for college ed· 
ucation. 

On Sept 12, 1994, Clinton ad• 
ministered the oath, via satellite, 
to 20,000 AmeriCorps volunteers 
across the counb'y. She bas spent the past 10 

months educating landownen 
about the buyout program. sur­
veying the area, researching own­
ership of every piece of property 
and finally going door-to-door an­
swering questions, providing en· 

Their jobs include feeding the 
hungry, teaching Little Rock Ha­
panics job skills, educating mi-

Clinton envisioned a domestic 
version of the Peace Corps, creat­
ed by President John F. Kennedy 
in the early '60s, a group that 

Republicans in Congress, led 
by Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich, R-GL, attempted to kill 
the program earlier this month by 
slashing the 1996 budget for 

See AMEAICORPS, Page 11A 

AmeriCorps 
• Contitlued lrom Page 1A 

AmerlCorp1 from the propostd 
~75 million to Sl~ tnilllon. They 
aay the Corps Is nothin& more 
than another federal job1 pro­
Jrtlll that corta a lot but accom­
plilhes little. 
-"·AmeriCorpa volunteer Jen• 
lii!q Kini of Alexander Pid Cin­
,rich Is wrong. 

lo Little R~k. Kini le helpltli 
(eed hun&l')' ramillu. 

Throu~ ber work with the 
Rlct Depot and Potluck, two Pu· 
laski County relief orianiiallon.s, 
Kini, 23, developed the Red Bar• 
rel proeram. Red barrels heve 
been placed in ir,xery stores 
acrou Pulaski County with si&ns 
that encourage people to donate 
food. Since November, more than 
15.000 pound• of food bas been 
colltcted and distributed to 17 
aiencies aero" the state. 

"Because or Jennifer it waa a 
success," uid coordinator Laura 
Rhea. "Because it was a success it 
is eoin& sutewide." 

King wants the House Speaker 
and his fellow congreuional Re­
publlcanJ who say AmeriCorps is 
Just another wasteful bureaucra­
cy to lcnow that her work has fed 
thousands or hun~ people. 

"We art getting things done," 
Klng said. 

AmeriCorps supportera aaid 
the program has become a politi• 
cal tar&et or the Republican Con­
'""• ea2er to attack one or Pru 
ident Clinton's pet projetta. Re­
publicans are una~ologetic. 

•1 think that this i& something 
that the president wanted his 
name on u an achievement orhia 
1dministralion, but I think the 
people rea.lly have turned their 
thwnb, down on these '80s-style 
proirama." said Rep. Tim 
- .. .. . 1-: _____ 'n •• , .. 

Clinton baa saved AmeriCorps, 
at least tor DOif, by vetoltli the 
congruslonal ruciuions pacuie 
June 7. He lnstructed Conireu to 
find other rpend!ng cuts. Kill&, 
and her fellow 20,00J AmeriCorps 
volunteen across the country, are 
relieved. 

Oinvich aaya AmerlCorpc is 
&ettill( In the way or a balanc~ 
budget. 

"llyou are eoine to &et to a bal­
anced bud&et and your choice i1 
havin& a nice little iO\'ernment 
burtaucraey that runs people 
around the country doin& nice 
tblnp or takine care of people 
with se\'<:rt disabilities, where i.s 
each Ok on the priority list!~ 
Gingrid1 ~~id in an inter"lew ear­
Uer thi!: year. 

One oi the central teneu of 
AmeriCorps is that the \'Olunteers 
will be placed within existin& 
a,encies iO that no extra bureau­
cracy will be needed to create 
l?ld super.ise projects. 

Dtversfty reigns 
The AmeriCorps project, are 

diverse, and 10 are the volun­
~rs. Most. are col!eee-aee, but 
some are 1n their t50s. All are 
working on projects that ran •ith­
in four ~national priorities" out­
lined by the Corporation tor Na­
tional Ser\'ice, the 200-employee 
Wuhington agency that oversees 
.\meriCorp!. Those ptiorlties are 
education, public !lfety, bu.man 
needs and the exi,·ironmenL 

A short list of the aiencies 
where Arkansas' Amer!Corps vol­
u.nteen are working Includes: 

• The state's Spinal Cord Com­
mission; where AmeriCorps vol­
unt.ttr John Gould of UWe Rock, 
who is paralyied from the chest 
down, counuls recently para­
lrzed people learning to cope 
.,,,i)-. a rl i~ahilitv 

• Central Hlspano, a private, 
nonproflt Little Rock ori:aniZA· 
lion -.1·here AmtrlCorps volunteer 
Patrie le Presley helps memb-en of 
Little Rock'• Hispanic community 
learn the skilla they need to &et 
of! 14•elfare and hold jobs. He and 
bis fellow AmeriCorps workers 
of\en serve as translators for local 
hospitals and police during emer­
gency situations. 

• The Rt1ource Conservation 
&nd Development omce or lhe 
U.S. Department of Agriculturt, 
~·here Deborah Carman or Little 
Rock helps rural 1\rt depart· 
meots acrosa Arkansas nod the 
money tor training and new 
t(luipmenL 

In Holly Grove, Spurlodt also 
has tanned citiien committee$ 
v.-ho are n,htin& neiibborbood 
crime and plcldn1 up litter. 

Holly Grove J4ayor Lula Tyler 
said AmerlCorps ii DWdn& her 
tow~ better. 

"It's miraculous for a small 
town,~ Tyler uld. "We cannot af­
rord to go out and hire a person to 
do what they are doi0&. We would 
have been a little dump I! It 
hadn't been for them." 

Project Coordinator Gail Waln· 
acott of the U.S. Department or 
Auiculture uid the Holly Grove 
nood plain proje~ is one that hu 
n~ded to be done for year&, but 
manpower bad never been &\'ail• 
able. The Autculture Depart• 
ment is o\.·erseein& the p~je~t. 

'"These prc,j~µ . lllitht ?lave 
happened 10 or , 15 }'tart from 
now, but they wouldnlt happen u 
quickly at they • !ta,-e "ithout 
these people," Wainscott ultl. 
~ey Jive more ofthelr tree Um~ 
than they ever let COillptOSated 
for." 
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Brussels Historic Jail Renovated: 
The · historic jail building in 

Brussels recently received a face-lifL 
Darlene lvarson and S tarr 
Mc Daniels, volunteers • from the 
Ameri Corps Rural Development 
Team, provided the labor to 
refurbish the old building. A fresh 
coat of paint was applied to the 
exterior · and the interior has a 
display of early prison life. 

The jail will be open on 
weekends from noon to 5 p.m. for 
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visitors to stop by. The jail is 
located on Main Slrcct by the 
Brussels Tavern, Wood Duck and 

• Grandma's Attic antique shop. 
Mayor Sarah A. Kinder is pleased 

with the upkeep of all the historic 
homes ancl buildings in Brussels. 
"A drive through quaint Brussels 
takes one back to the late 1800's 
and is a pleasant experience," 
commented Mayor Kinder. 

' \ 
'· 
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Service with a smile 
AmeriCorps does survey in county 

Bv Hcary E. Green 
(The foilowing article is the first 

in a series.) 
ll's been callcxi the domestic Peace 

Corps. 
It's a national secvice prog.ram fos­

t.cn:.d by President Bill Clinton.,and 
it's called AmeriCorps. 

And ArneriCorps has come lo 
Abbc"iUc County. 

A N~teIT)·•based t.earu of this , 
~ - savice organization has b<;:ett · 
doing a grassland survey of Abbeville 

and 10 in 'Newberry. 
The Newbcny squad has rccci ,·cd 

some training from Mike Hall of the 
Soil Cc,n.ser,,c1.tion Service in to help 
the OJC11 bers with the grassland sur­
.,,cy. 

James Holland. lhc team leader. 
notes that although the main fcx:us of 
the survey is on gra.ssland, it looks at 
othe.t- thin~. too. 

Anolh~ team member, Amy 
Ovcrstroet of Columbia, studied art 
·history and English al Wofford, where 
~graduated with o bachelor of arts. 

County. • "Ih bcli r· ,L-va) Around the n.1tion, • AmcriCorps • . ave a. strong . : mu-..;; . ~ 
h.3.s about 20,000 -voluatcas, aa:iord• of ~un•~· scnic.c, she said. I 
• • ... _ ,.._ "_,... r,.. ._, • hoi:x: tlus will prepare me for \~ 
mg to........., meniua r\nl., VY ... .,.......,._ • • the~-- r,,......,,, • 

Member$ rec.eivc a living stipend years ofsav,ce 1n r~ ......,...., ~ 
of S 12,000, and they get an c:du::a- Afric:s, v,bcrc ~t:,e ~.im to help out m 
lion:il slipcnd of S4 ,5 oo after am• heal th and n~tloo m the Ivory ~t 
p!eting 1700 hours. • . She's plarutiri& to le.ave for Africa 

nus South Carolina rural devel• U1 the 13.le summer of 1995. . . 
opment r.cam has a i.argct ~ of nine _James Holland,_ 0'm Ail«~n, is 

c:ounties--Aiken, Edgefield, retired= the military and 15 the 
Abbeville, McCormick, Saluda, team.HI lik • th d d h 
Newi..-..... · Greenwood, Lex' :on e es e out oors, ~ c 
and 

,"':~.':,' 111& thought it W3.S a good opportuillty for 
L...cUlf e:n.s . 

The rural devclopme:nt ~ in- community service. 
~ludes 10 members in Greenwoo:i •rve seen what the Peace Corps 

has done, M he said. 
And to Holland, AmaiCorps is 

~lhin2 of a domestic Peace Corps. 
. Other mem 1:xn of the I.earn in­

clude Mal)· Roe, who is from 
Powde:rsvillc in Anda-son Count)·. 

Roe lauds AmoiCorps 15 a &ood 
cxucise in leadership training. 

Angela Brinkley, meanwhile. I ives 
in Columbia, and has i dcgrcc in 
computer sci01CC from Shaw Uni­
versity, and is woncing now on a 
deg.rec in aerospace engino::rin& from 
the Uni~ity of South Carolina 

She enjoys being out.doors, as does 
Jay H~on, -wilO li~ in C.Olum• 
bia and worked with the Soil Cooser· 
vation Ser.ice in Richl.!nd County 
before _joining the AmcriCorps I.Cam. 

The reaction from Abbeville 
C.OUnty residents, Ov~treet said, has 
been mixed. 

·Generally people welcomed us 
hen;· she S3id. "Mostly it's ju3t 
curiosity. Ovaall it's been a positive 
e:q,cricnec. • 

A city girl, she has learned muc:h 
about life on the farm. and she has 
been particulJrly impressed by lhe 
self-sufficiency of farmas, and by 
how hard lhey \lia-k. 
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AmeriCorps assists Northeast Tennessee rural communities 
AmeriCorps is "getting things 

done" in Northeast Tenneuee. 
Seven members of this new do· 
mestic peace corps have taken 
on the challenge to address hu­
man and environmental needs 
in Northeast Tennessee com mu• 
nities. 

AmeriCorps members re• 
cently helped serve meals at the 
Haven ofMercy in Johnson City. 
This was one- of many commu• 
nity service projects they will 
undertake this year. 

Amy Crumley and Billie 
Barlow are two AmeriCorps 
members based in Johnson City. 
They are-part of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture's (USDA) 
Rural Developmen~ Team. Di­
rected by the USDA-Forest Ser­
vice, they are working in the six­
county Appalachian-Northeast 
Tennessee Resource Com;erva• 
tion & Development (RC&D) 
Area, which includes Carter, 
Greene, Johnson, Sullivan, 
Unicoi, and Washington coun­
ties. The Rural Development 
Team's objectives in elude assist• 
ing rural communities with eco­
nomic development and natural 
resources conservation. 

Crumley and Barlow are as• 
sisting the RC&D Council with 
new and ongoing projects. They 
are coordinating conservation 
education programs for elemen­
tary and high school students 
and organizing and promoting 
recycling and hazardous waste 
coTiection programs. They are 

also developing promotional 
material• for a local tourism 
council. In addit:on, they will 
assist the RC&D Forestry Com• 
mittee with a wood waste as• 
sessment. 

The other five AmeriCorps 
members in Northeast Tennes-' 
see are also part of the USDA 
Rural Development Team. Their 
projects are directed by the Fann• 
ers Home Administration in 
Greeneville, Mountain City, and 
Sneedville, and the Natural Re• 
1ources Conservation Service 
(formerly Soil Conservation Ser• 
vice) in Morristown. 

In addition to their assigned 
projects, the seven AmeriCorps 
members in Northeast Tennes­
see work as a "cluster" on com• 
munity service projects of their 
choice. Several members recently 
helped serve meals at the Haven 
of Mercy in Johnson City. The 
cluster also plans to work on a 
streambank protection project 
and would like to help with hous• 
ingconstruction for those in need. 

The AmeriCorps National Ser• 
vice Program is a grassroots ef• 
fort to solve the problems facing 
communities across the nation. 
The AmeriCorps eth ic is embod­
ied in four phrases:gettingthings 
done, strengthen ing communi­
ties, encouraging responsibility, 
and expanding opportunity. The 
program offers Americans of all 
ages and backgrounds the op­
portunity to serve their country 
and earn education awards in 

return: Members serve a limited 
term of nine months to a year. 
They receive a living stipend, 
and at the completion of service, 
they are awarded an education 
voucher for payment of tuition or 
outstanding student loans. 

The United States Depart• 
ment of Agriculture (USDA) pro­
hibits discrimination in its pro­
grams on the basis ofrace, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs and 
marital or familial status. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabili-

ties who require alternative 
means for communication of pro­
gram information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should con• 
tact the USDA Office ofCommu­
nication s at (202) 720-5881 . 
(voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD). 

To file a complaint, write the 
Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C., 20250, or call 
(202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 
720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal employment opportunity 
employer. 

AmeriCorps member Amy Crumley, sponsored by the U.S. 
Forest Service, has been assisting in the preparation of 
meals to those in need at the Haven of Mercy in Johnson City. 
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ST ARR McDANILES AND CHAD DE]'jlSON are working with Pittsfield Economic Developer 
Robin Hendley to gather infonnation on Pittsfield's downtown area. McDaniles is from Pearl 
and Denison from Pittsfield. 

They're parts of Americorps team 
By DAN LONG 

"Hopefully some or the things 
I'll be learning I can take back to 
Pearl and use it to stop the de­
cline there," Starr McDaniles said 
about her working as an Arneri­
corps volu11teer. 

McDaniles and Chad Denison 
are tv.·o members of Arnericorps, 
a group of volunteers employed 

by the US Department of Agri­
culture. 

Denison, from Pittsfield. and 
McDaniles are working through 
the Pittsfield economic d.evelop­
ment office to collect 'ftata on . 
Pillsfield's downtown area. 

Theyll collect infonnation on 
businesses. buildings, residences, 
parking and other factors, accord­
ing IO Robin }-lPntiley, Pittsfield 

economic developer. 
The information will be used 

to meet ADA requirements, ful­
fill Main Street designations for 
application and other possible 
projects. 

"We need to know what the 
data says and see what direction 
it's pointing." Hendley said. 

It could point to a certain mar­
ket area not being met by current 
businesses or a need for more 
parking, or it might not, Hendley 
said. 

Denison and McDaniles will 
work for 9-10 months on the d.'.lta 
:ollection project. They've al­
-eady undergone some training in­
:luding CPR and first aid from 
the Red Cross and team building 
al WJU, accon.ling to Denison. 

Al the end of the project. both 
volunteers will receive scholar­
ships toward additional education 
as well as experience. 

"It's a volunteer position with a 
living expense." McD:iniles said. 

"You earn money and there's a 
$4 ,725 scholarship toward (educa­
tion)," Denison said. "It's a chance 
to make contacts and gain experi­
ence." 

Both volunteers applied for the 
program through Two Ri\'ers 
RC&D. the locaJ sponsor of the 
program. 
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FliOl!AAL TAAININQ BEGIN! - An1trlcorp 
mvmb&rs John MIii• 11ft, and Mlchtllo Humllut 
ll1ten u Lewis !lllol, Clatrlct Clreclor of Amert-

Arnericorp trainees provide community 
service through new federal project . 

n>' ,John Shlnulel>uwr.r coul<l 1illl111Atul,v l1.1nd t.o II p~1·11\ll• 
Two t.,rnrcl CCl\lllLlttlll ~1·• 11~11tjoh. 

l\mo111i II grouµ ~11d1tins from M111t1bt1·1 -.11ru n $1 ~.uoo 
onr or Pr111ic.lent Clin~on'i; cam, etlpt1ul d11ri11s ~heir req ui ru<l 
pniill 11rorniso1, which WO\lld 181~ h111 11·, or .,1rviee 1111(1 al lht: 
t' tWlll'C yoi1ns A111•rlccrn1 c:ompl11t i11 ll o( t.lHdr llMl'Vku , nr~ 
i11vulv1etl it, COlllllllllllty IOl 'VICI ai'ltl'lrrrnLccd $ ,i,n.rt ill r\11u11d11l 
wilh n11nnc:lnl aui~L:111c:P. for col• ,.,wl,tnncc w pay oft collcvw d11lit. 
\oa_e . 01· \lllt fu1 · ruture t'llln>ll1nc11l. 

;John Mi11~, 2,1, It 1''1C:Ollt Uni• While lhi, t11itio11 l\1111ii;l111wc: b 
v1.w1lly of Ke11lu-:ky gra1l11ut,, n mnjor J'l:!n~ol\ Mill¥ u111l llu111 -
nncl Micl11111lt Humf1eel, 21, I\ . J1oL nppliccl for Ll,P. µrogntru, l1111 
Hnior r .. ycholol)' inl\jnr at Bn,t- npµc,1•t,\rniLy l.o 11~1·ve Hlso rn11li• 
el'II IVl11t11c:ky Univer11lty, Dl'il two v;ilcd them. 
of the 11i11• Ame1-icQr), meniben "! opµlied btic:11111H il Wtls some· 
which u1·• nnw tr:1i111H" (or HI'· thing l wr111t111\ t() do, It i~ n10r1 
vice ,villi !.ht F11rineu Jl<>1n• -
Ad111inist.nt\11n end will 1wo11 
l.>tt11l11 working ill LAurtl C'.ounLy. 

1'1u: nine mttn'bu11 will nu lit 
in pl1rnni n i Al\d implemenUn1 
pro1rrn1ns tlesi1ued to Improve ur 
d1:1velop co1runu11lty focilitie,i, 1rnd 
will work with locnl re»IJ,ints 
who l\t!tHl 11ui1Lonce ill procua, 
\ni.1;fnu1l 111\rl Ji,on -'Pplicotlnn1. 

K1111 Arlerbur11, Dlttrict Dire,~• 
tor -of tr llmA anrl Luu is J:;lllot 
1,1uld the pr01rHrn pl'ovi1lo Lh_. 
,ommuulL)' with :, vul1111l;lo 1cr ­
vk ... whilte r1111ln~ Ult )'Olllli: IJ(!IJ · 

i.,lt1 v11l11nl; c expMl'lll1)~1), wllidi 

rewnrdlt1¥ thnl o l'cgulnr joh," 
11<1id Mill,.: . "I'm h0lpi111i, 11,y"ul( n,, 
w111I na lhe co111I111111ity. 

llmunocl saw i11 th,, J)l'll!,/l'nlll 
.1 11 opp11rt1111ily t,i, txpr~~!:i i,;ri,li• 

tudc ln lu1r L:un1111unity . ''l'ni 
p n,tt<l ul' 11 ,y t·o1111 l,Y, 11111l I W/\11l1:cl 
t., _1;iYc (;.Oltlt1thl11i; l111i.:k t.o t.11¥111." 

Tli11 ll i l•~ me111 liHt'll ,ponl hul 
wwk i11 ori 1111lnti, ,11 and t.1•, d11il11t, 
l11d1)1·c u(l41 i1111i11u their ~HVkt• 
1.h11t will ln:H up tun ,Ytnr, 

Anyu 111! i 11tc1'CH11'1l 111 ao~ l.ill li 
1111./l'll 111rn rm ntic1 11 ilbolll AIIIH\· 
r.nrp m11y cull l -800,8f!0-118~. 

** TOTAL ~AGE.001 ** 
• :. • !. ? /... ' .' 
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First AmeriCorps worker to focus on. water,- sewage 
~ ...... tllfw'I 

_dtwC-,,C.,., 
..__ - - - · 

CAVK JUNCTJOK -- Rural· 
.S.WelcJ al i.n a --U ia.. iD 
the Domiaican a.; t lie ._ a lot 
ia c..-.. wtD rw&l ..,WC? 
maatiaa-U..._a a al 
.. o,,.pa. 
• Marn• &.-ff--, IM ·MW 
•• , ..... ) .. ,wt' .Caeca 
,_ ,_. tllie Illinois Val.7, ..._, 
Gellialilarilirswell.AaaPaec 

-c,... ~. be --- - • -..J«c.Uect .......... ~ 
tems, H wdl u ~t • 
l&bwiaal). • -~....,s-
.. _m"INl7 -ri1h -- ... faali-

---In Ju.a ..- pall ill Cbe llliaais 
·V•J~ • - tile Ciul Am~ 
p,ll■itia la lhe .. ..,. - lbe"II ._. 
u. ColluuaJ.bt /"",, .. - Team 
meel ........... tl,eftlloa"a 
IITa~ plllD. And ... ., 0. .. 
&--.ls .u.Uioed _in tt.r plan is t• 
iapron ... ap,9nd w.at... aad ............ 

S-tliinc.biger'xale. 
But far Kauffman, 26, tie ftpe­

rlflla el 1i,r1,.n, a comaunlt1 
.._ im pnl,&ftna anol ~ 
ioalil las a per I~ 111i.! b 
luhame~. 

k:11Jffmn ,rn, up la tllr Jlll­
loia vanr, al"d rNlffllly ~ 
,n..- •na« ,. _.,, • bathiiNr-'• 
iqrT.- i• int~raatieaar stodi~. 
"1th ID ~ _, T2inl W.-14 

Illinois VaJley native returns after a stint in the _Peace Corps 
tt....ak: de. I pr ea&, lrem Iba . 
UmYll"ai~ofOncoa. Tllen,be 
jolo.d .._ Puce Cor,a. ...,.. ; 
rural Daalab• ....,.bMe .._.j · 
wlitic:: bapwww iafnulnldwe. • 
Tn-■-1 • a ,,...1 ,-tit...._. 

a.., due r.. W. Hp«i..-. .tth 
l-"lltwe J'anncn el "-iea and 4-
H u a ,-..cslff, lie wae aent lo 
o. ~ coma" a u.e una.ll ~-- ..... . 

.. I •tarted .tr 6n rural ~ 
pr•jr.c:ts.. ·• he ::,~, That •s. be 
mA~ a ba team com• 
J101c4 a1 Dwnuuan Repulllc chil­
ctrm.. 

"There an.- hundred-. of klcls 
thfff and ~ wants to pla,y 
buebaU.." ..,. nplaiiu 

W-itb -.orts • inairuur or COM · 
munity p.utkipaUoa, KMIU-.t1t 
«l,Al'lmd • p{-ogr:lffl tha1 brou,rht 
nftdedr;pen.stlllplipmentto~I 
~ - 11w-.ugb ccintacb. at 
llliaols Valley High SclMo] aad 
.«J.N- schools. unmed alllletic 
eq,u,rmr.nt was sa.t,.ec1 to the 
saa I COWltTy ~ sporting «ootl., 
.-ere the• di~rlbated t• tbo.R 
comaanity gn,ups •Wiatl t. put 
lb<-ir labor tn•·ard a COIDmunity 
pnjcd. k says. 

• ~ .sue-er~ i.llwy was a com­
mua,ty l.ltri~ 

··~ or Ow pNp1o in U.. co. 

MARCUS KAUFAIIAN 
Dr-.- to Nf1II ~ 

munily didft•t '-ave lalrinH," IN? 
uys. So, Ka\lf(man organized a 
projttt lllat t,uilt a .simple lalri.ot! 
near o community ti.ilding that 
.sc:rvcd as a c~ for socw func­
tioas. 

Then tMrc wa:- • project lo 
provide drinking • ·ater. 

''About two-third~., llle Yil ­
l.1,:ers didn•t have llcceu to 
potable Yalu," he 5.1)'5. Inatead. 
t~r«" ,.,-as a L1rge, concrete cistttn 
wi11iin the com•unily that wa.s 
Jlffiodiully fil~ hy the 11:oYent­
menl lo pro•idc for b11sk aceds. 

Tbe idea wu simple ~: 
·o.ptu,e,_ ..... tut 1.-.&cia 
·:N11¥m1t.. ftu'oll,alt Mardt Tia gut, 
aa-. altechd to nol.1, tliea .store 
U. watc, 1n cisterns for we Ja• 
ila.U.--. .. 

·I • , 1Ja.ln1 .,.._ da•l«n■ ." ...,, • 
.. 1aan wrote 1ranl req11e,ll daat 
• prnettod fa,ds fn>1n pubJlc Met· 
pri'rate aieneies. The mNeY 
came I.Jwolagh, but withirl days of 
the project's imple1nenl•Uon, 
)Cauffman sewrcly ~ his leg. 
~ Iii• back t. tJ~ U.S. fo,-

• rec90.ltructin _.,ery. An.Iha 
TONntc« saw thr p-ojcct thNQgh. 

Theop now out of tM Poace 
Ccwp1., Kauffman ..aw a noed t• • 
coatinve belpmg rornJ ~ ­
lws. nu time. ~idfflt Clinlao's 
AaeriCCll'JIS program pcovided a 
way to employ him at a local 
level. 
• ''Tillis is - opJ)4K"tUllity lo do 
great lhiags, •· Kauffman .sars ol 
lbe pr<J&ram.. N.t only witll t8'e 
eoau1i&•ll1 benefit from the help, 
but he-. abio have $4,700.a. ye11 k 
Jludee.t lo•cu _paid .it for his 
effort. 

The up.,ricnce also Is 1lvlng 
him 1111 opporlumty lo retlW7! to his 
root.~--

"( S,P"Jl my fonNLtivc ye.-s in 
CIILe~," llie u1,. "I'm ll&'fillg t&> 

rdeara the CCIIMlUMly." 
A.ad, .ta.e • · c:omrn11nlt:, hu 

et.a .. ed l1J r.ceat 1eara. Mor_e 
paopJ. h&we aoftd in, and thoi,e 
l•Tolved In preaoCing projeet11 
have cb.an&Dd faces. 

"I'm wcirt.lnc • CNtrea<J> now 
trylnll t• get more ~oph 
lnvelYed," he aaya. Moat 1mpor 
tant Is $o &et tlwe willin,: to <'~m 
mit fM at lea.M a )'Ml' cl serv,cc 
tm.lwd in ,rorki,t,g a.ward "'cci 
l.ng the community·• pla . 

The Comm■nlty ResroniH 
Teara will mMl •I '1 p. m . Thurs 
day at IlliJJois VaUcy HJp Scl'IMI 



AmeriCorps workers lend a hand to flood recovery 
BY LARRY PEIRCE 
lnx,lnJot,nal 

BROWNVILLE - Anyone joining 
AmeriCorps. President Clinton's "dc>­
mestlc Peace Corps." must have com­
munity spirit and be willing to forgo 
higher wages they might earn at an­
other job. 

In return for their sacrifices, work­
ers can wipe out college debt or gain 
money to return to college by helping 

. out nonprofit agencies and local gov­
ernments. 

Workers must Joolt beyond the lim­
ited financial benefita of ArneriCorps. 
said Cbuclt Yearly of Lincoln, super­
visor of a crew working out of Tecwn­
aeh. 

"We're here for the community, to 
get involved," Yearly said. 

ing 1993 flood debris from Oood con­
trol dams in Johnlon, Otoe, Nemaha, 
Ricbardaon and Pawnee counU.. 

Work is directed out of the Soll Con­
servation Service off.ice in Tecurnleb 
and .ia part of the U.S. Deparuhent of 
Agriculture's rural devek>pment pro­
gram. 

AmeriCorpl also bu crews work­
ing in an anti-hunger, nutrition and 
empowerment program. 

Clinton announced AmeriCorps on 
Sept. 1%, and crews went · to work a 
week later. Yearly is accepting proj­
ect proposals for nonprofit and public 
projects in villages, cities and ~ 
ties. 

"A lot of these places don't have 
much money (for public work proj­
ect.)," be said. 

Worlten wear blact bueball caps 
and gray T-shirts with a white A on a 
black circle. The ArneriCorps motto 
ia "Getting thlnga done." 

Last weelt, the Tecumaeh crew 
began scraping damaged paint from 
the interior of the floating Meri­
wether Lewis Museum. Last year's 
floods nearly swept the old river 

' : . . ,,. . , , ... ~~~ 
Eric Bartels of Teamseh scrapes paint from the celling of the Meri­
wether Lewis Museum In. Brownville .. Bartels and ttvee other Amen-

The Tecumseh crew will spend 
IDOll of ita 1,800 working houn clear-

• Corps workers are repairing damage done to the old dredgil ig boat by 
Please see AMERICORPS on page 5 a lealcv roof and flooding In 1993. ; • 

Workers help communities and themselves 
Cormnuea Imm P1101 t 

dredge away. The interior 'paint waa 
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat 
and humidity caused more damage. 

The crew will scrape and then re­
paint the ceiling and walls for the 
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda­
tion. A private contractor installed a 
new roof this summer. 

Yearly, who has a master's degree 
in rural and community planning, was 
a community plaMer in Carroll, 
Iowa, before his job was phased oul 
He had been out of work for months. 
ArneriCorps will help him pay off his 
graduate school debt and,gain experi­
ence as a supervisor. 

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh. a con­
struction worker and the father of 
two children, said he wants to go to a 
two-year college without borrowing . 
money. 

Theresa and Emily Sherman, two 
sisters from Tecumseh. said they will 
pay off student loans they incurred 
while attending Platte CQmmunity 

College in Columbus and Peru State 
.College. 

"It takes care of all of mine, thank 
God." Emily Sherman said, scraping 
paint from the ceiling of the old river 
dredge. 

The sisters, 20-year-old ;dentical 
twins, plan to go back to school after 
a year. 

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro­
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work 
in fout areas : education, health and 
human needs, the environment and 
public safety. If extended by Con­
gress, the program could spend $1.5 
billion over three years to pay for 
100,000 worlten. 

Anyone older than 17, including 
high school dropouts and people with 
graduate degrees, can apply for the 
program. 

AmeriCorps supervison make 
$6.35 an hour plus credit toward 
money for education; workers earn 
$4.35 an hour plus school money. 

When . the educational voucher is 

added in. workers earn about $12,000 a 
year plus paid medical . bene~ 
ArneriCorps worken are not consid­
ered federal worken and are not eli­
gible for unemployment They must 
worlt the entire year to receive 
educational benefits, and are limited 
to two years in the program. 

Yearly said the Tecumaeh crew 
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and 
Norfolk soon will each add another 
worker. 

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way 
for 23 volunteen to work with nine 
community action agencies in Ne­
braska, said Lorrie BeD110o, director 
of Community Action of Nebraau 
Inc. 

Benson will oversee a progrun 
aimed at reducing violence among 
youths 10 to 15 years old. For informa­
tion, call Benson at ( 402) 471-3714. 

For information about other 
ArnerlCorps opportunities, call l-l00-
88H183. 

LINCOLN JOURNAL 
LINCOLN,NEBRASKA 
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Mapping the County 

_. An,ericorps crew members Starr McOannes, left, 
. · and Darlene lvarson check their progress ··1n "map­

ping" building addresses In Adams County town­
ships. The wor1< Is a · step toward an enhanced 911 

H•W Plaoto/~khacl Kij)'.ty 

system that would supply the addresses of emer-

. . 

Team maps rural 
part of county 

Starr McDaniles and Darlene 
Ivarson attract some attention as 
they drive slowly through rural 
Adams County townships and 
study each building . 

People ask if they're out looking 
for mushrooms or if they're lost 
and need help. 

Sometimes the situation is re• 
versed. ''We get flagged down and 
asked . for directions," Iv arson 
said . • 

\\'het.her they can answer the 
question or not, they're working to 
r-- •• •• sure people get to the right 
; Jn in emergency situations. 
. McDaniles and Ivarson are part 
of a five-member AmeriCorps 
team "mapping'' each building 

. gency sites. 

and its address throughout Adams 
County . They're taking the first 
steps toward an enhanced 911 
system that automatically sup• 
plies an address for the emer­
gency site. • 

The cre,vs first mapped existing 
addresses for homE's and buildings 
in the county's 13 incorporated 
villages and some townships. 

"It lays the groundwork to as­
sign addresses to everybody in the 
county," said Mark Warren with 
Klingner & Associates. "All ad· 
dresses will be street-style ad­
dr' ••6s like in Quincy." 

\ . 's tedious a n d time­
consuming. It requires a great 
deal of concentration," said crew 
member Bob Gillespy. "After a 
while my vision blurred from 
marking little houses on the map 
and looking ahead, then going 
back to check stuff." 



Keeping Milwaukee beautiful 

PARTICIPATING IN NatiOnal Youth Services Day, members cf the MIiwaukee Community Service Corps dear trash from a South Side alley Tuesday. 

AsoVE: Service COfps member Shi Mek Cha~ey 
(left), 19. and volunteers Ana Ortega, 15, and I 
Yadira Ortiz, 13, finish cleaning the neighbomood 
around Walker's Square. Ana and Yadira are eighth 

- -
graders at Kosciuszko Middle School, 971 W. Wino- I 
lake Ale. LEFT! Volunteers paint O',/er graffiti. 
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p~rt of ,AmeriCorps 
'r;JqO 

PORTLAND (AP) - More 
thap 500 Oregonians will begin a 
year of public service work soon 
to earn money for further educa­
tion under a new national pro­
gram. 

ment that cafi strengthen commu- jobs. 
nities, encourage responsibilities, Two dozen AmeriCorps mem-
expand opportunities and a move- hers in . Portland · will tu to r and ' 
ment that is about getting things otherwise assis t second graders 
done," the governbr said. -,.:- -··· -·witli education and family prob-

The Oregon part of President 
Clinton's AmeriCorps program 
was kicked off Monday by Gov. 
Barbara Roberts in a ceremony at 
Portland State University. Similar 
events were held in other states. 

Participants ~in · the program )ems. • . . , 
will receive abou~ $7,000 for liv- ; , Other program participants 
ing expenses and.' health care cov- • will maintain hiking tr~ils and 
erage. Also, they will get $4,700 _bridges in the Rogue ~1ver N~-
in credit toward college or voca- tional Forest, and Amencan Ind1-
tional school expenses or paying an members of the program will 
off existing loans. ; •• : • restore salmon habitat in the Co-

Roberts called AmeriCorps a 
"movement whose time has come." 
Clinton convinced Congress to es­
tablish the program so young peo­
ple can earn money for college 
while performing public service 
work. 

Among programs mentioned by lumbia River Basin. 
Roberts that Oregon AmeriCorps AmeriCorps will have about 
members will undertake are drug 20,000 members nationwide in its 
abuse, water conservation and ju- first year. 
venile crime prevention programs Roberts said program members 
.by 40 Central Oregon Community in Oregon are diverse and include 
College students at Bend and • recent high school graduates, cur­
weatherization and other energy rent college students, rural and 
conservation work by 42 welfare city dwellers and Republicans and 

."Each of you has an individual 
task to perform, but each of you 
is part of a larger movement 
·whose time has come, a move-

recipients with the aim of their Democrats. 
developing skills to get permanent 

:,, ' ' 
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r:~berts launches 
f~O . . 

Oregon vvork progra111 
PORTLAND (AP ) - Gov. Bar­

bara Roberts on Monday helped 
launch the Oregon portion of the 
new Am~orps national service 
program, calling it a " movement 
whose time has come." 

Oregon will have more than 500 
AmeriCorps members working in a 
variety of public service jobs in the 
first round of the yearlong pro­
grams. 

President Clinton convinced Con­
gress to establish the program so 
young people can earn money for 
college while performing public ser­
vice work. 

Roberts kicked off the Oregon 
arm of the program with a ceremo­
ny at Portland State University. 

" Each of you has an individual 
task . to perform, but each of you is 
part of a larger movement whose 
time has come, a movement that 
can strengthen communities, en­
courage responsibilities, expand op­
portunities and a movement that is 
about getting things done," the gov­
ernor said. 

Participants in the program will 
receive about $7,000 for living ex­
penses and health care coverage. 
Also , they will get $4,700 in credit ! 
toward college or vocational school 
expenses or paying off existing 
loans. • · • 

Among programs mentioned by 
Roberts that Oregon AmeriCorps 
members will undertake are drug 
abuse, water conservation and juve­
nile crime prevention programs by 
40 Central Oregon Community Col­
lege students at Bend and weather­
ization and other energy conserva­
tion work by 42 welfare recipients 
with the aim of their developing ' 
skills to get permanent jobs. 

Two dozen AmeriCorps mem- , 
bers in Portland will tutor and oth- • 
erwise assist second graders with 

. education and family ~~ 
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AQJ~rtporps gives local aid ' 
■ In Oregon, 
400 will work on 
projects to help 
communities. 

Remember candi­
date Bill Clinton's 
campaign promise 
two years ago of a 
program that would 
let young people earn 
money for college 
while they did impor­

tant national service? 
Well it's here. 
AmeriCorps starts tomorrow in Oregon 

and nationwide. In Oregon, 400 members 
, .. will join with 20,000 nationwide to tack.le 

home-grown projects ranging from weather­
izing low-income µau.sing to improving 
salmon habitat. 

, For their year's public service, the 400 
. Oregonians will get about $7,000 for living 

expenses - not much in these times - plus 
health care. At the end of their year, about 
$4,700 will be credited to their account at a 
college or vocational school or be used to 
pay off existing loans. 

So much time has passed since Clinton 
announced his new program and so many 
cutbacks were made by Congress that most 
of us may not remember the enthusiasm 
that first greeted the idea.-. 

What got the public excited was its down­
to-earth idealism. It's the GI Bill, the Peace 
Corps and the Civilian Conservation Corps 
all wrapped up into one. 

First off, young people need help to go to 
college. At a time when student loans are 
declining and tuitions rising, AmeriCorps 
offers thousands of energetic and idealistic 
young people the chance for a college or vo­
cational education. 

But more than that, it taps the urge to be 
useful, to do something good for the neigh­
borhood and the country. It is the same 
urge that, since President Kennedy, has 
sent thousands of Americans overseas to 
serve in the Peace Corps. The only differ­
ence: AmeriCorps members will use their 
idealism and talents at home, and it will 
have more people helping on the first day 
than the Peace Corps enrolled in its best 
year. 

The Oregon AmeriCorps members will 
undertake programs that communities al­
ready have under way - not make-work 
dreamed up by the governor's office or a fed­
eral bureaucracy. 

Forty-two will work statewide for the Or-

Oregon kickoff 
' • AmeriCorps' kickoff in Oregon will be tomorrow at 

. Portland State University. Gov. Barbara Roberts and 
: Secretary of State Phil Keisling will join the first contin­
gent of Oregon AmeriCorps members in launching the 

• national service initiative. 
· To find out more about AmeriCorps, you can contact 
Mar1is Miller, executive director, Oregon Community 

. Service Commission, Portland State University, P. 0. 
Box 751, Portland, Ore., 97207; telephone 725-5903 or 
1-800-826-4865. 

egon Housing and Community Services De­
partment weatherizing 600 low-income 

. homes. Forty will work with the Central 
Oregon Community College Foundation to 
expand services to at-risk youths and re­
lated programs. 

In Portland, 24 will become "friends of 
the children," spending time with selected 
second-graders to tutor and help them with 
education and family problems. 

In Southern Oregon, 35 will work with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture to re­
pair trail bridges and maintain high­
elevation bflting tfails and improve spotted 
owl ecosystems at 10 locations. 

The common theme of Oregon's 14 pro­
grams is that they try to solve local prob­
lems. 

A couple of other projects are linked to 
colleges and will help set up "learn and 
serve" programs to lead college students 
into volunteer service on their own. Those 
may be the most exciting programs of all 
because they can perpetuate a philosophy of 
volunteer s·ervice that will keep graduates 
active in helping their communities long 
after they become settled in their regular 
careers. 

Oregonians should be excited about 
AmeriCorps. It offers a chance to ac­
complish important community projects 
that otherwise would go undone. But be­
yond that, it offers an outlet for a spirit of 
service - including unpaid volunteer work 
- that Oregon and the nation badly need. 

About two dozen community groups ap­
plied to join the first AmeriCorps program 
in Oregon. When news of its work gets out , 

. we expect many times that number will beg 
to be included next year as the three-year, 
$1.5 billion national service demonstration 
expands. 

I 
i 
' 

.. 
I 
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Columbia Slough 
cleanup effort set 
to start Saturday , 

Cleanup efforts on a litter­
(illed, polluted area of the Colum­
bia Slough in North Portland will 
get under way at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
thanks to a new partnership in­
volving federal and local govern­
ments, private industry and 
neighborhood volunteers. 

The project, part of the Kenton 
Action Plan, will tackle an illegal 
dump and adjacent transient 
camp site on the north bank of 
the slough near the Denver Ave­
nue viaduct over the waterway 
in hopes of turning it into a 
launch facility for canoes, kay­
aks and rowing shells. 

Participating in the project are 
EnviroCorps, Metro, the Port­
land Parks and Recreation Bu­
reau, the Kenton Neighborhood 
Association and Simpson Tim­
ber. Co. 

Simpson, the oldest continu­
ously operating company on the 
slough, leased the land involved 
in the cleanup from Portland for 
$1 a year. " We see building a bet­
ter com munity as an integral 
par t of our success as a busi­
ness," said Dave [3e rg. Simpson's 
safety, hea l th and environmental 
manager. 

The (irst cleanup efforts wi ll be 
by a 20-member Envi roCor ps 
crew and neighbo rhood volu n­
teers. They wi l l haul out t ires, 
furniture and tras h dumped near 
the I.Jase of the bridge and re­
move bl ackberry bushes that 
hide sites frequented by tran­
sients and drug users. 

En vi roCorps is a loca l arm of 
Pres ident linton's Amer iCorps, 
a program th rough wh ich funds 
for co llege can be ea rned wi th 
publ ic serv ice . 

Vo lun teers interested in hel p­
ing should ca ll 289-6693. 

Firefighters accept tw« 
■The Portland City Council is expected to 
ratify the pact, which would raise union 
members' salaries 3.6 percent 

B ERIN HOOVER 
of The Oregonian staff 

After 14 months of wrangling, the Portland 
Firefighters Association and the city of Port ­
land are poised to ratify a two-year labor con­
tract including a cost-of-living raise each year. 

The contract was rati(ied by the union last 
week, according to union President Randy 
Leonard. It is expected to be approved by the 
Portland City Council next Wednesday or Dec. 
21, according to Gail Johnson, employee rela­
tions manager for the ci ty. 

Pending that ratification, the 700 union 
members' raises will be 3.6 percent fo r July l, 
1994 , th rough June 30, 1995, and will be ca lcu­
lated based on the Portland-area consumer 
price index for the following year. This mir­
ro rs the raises given to police union members 
and other ci ty workers this year. 

T he fi re fighter s' contract negot iations 

bogged down over whether the fire bureau's 14 
battalion chiefs are covered under the federal 
r air Labor Standards Act. It is thi s act that, 
among other things, allows employees to be 
paid time-and-a-hal f for overtime. 

Regular pay fo r battalion chiefs. includ ing 
the newly negotiated raise, ranges from 
$65,873 to $68.868. Their hourly pay, based on a 
40-hour w<4rk week ranges from $3 1.67:11 to 
$33. ll. WW 5 

" All (the hattalion chiefs) wanted is what 
most of the world gets when . they wor k over­
time," Leonard said. 

Midway through the contract negotiations 
in March, the union took the matter to federal 
distr ict coun. This fa ll , federal district court 
Judge Rober E. Jones issued a pre liminary 
ruling that said the batta lion chiefs met the re­
quirements for coverage under the federal 
labor law. 

The city is awai ti ng a final ru l ing from 
Jones, Johnson saiil. But she said the city has 
agreed in the contract to comply wi th the re­
qu irements· of that federal law as interpreted 
by the courts. 

The contract, w_h :ch·is retroact ive to .J uly 1, 
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AmeriCorps to help restore 
some of Columbia Slough 
■ Workers in the new program 
will receive a small monthly 
wage and college tuition credits 
for their part In the project 

By JOE FITZGIBBON 
Correspondent, The Oregonian 

At least two doze n of Pres ident 
Clinton's newly created AmeriCorps 
workers will be helping restore por­
tions of the Columbia Slough before 
th e end of summer. 

On Monday, President Clinton an­
nounced the creation of Ameri­
Corps, a cadre of 20 ,000 young men 
and women to work on soil conser­
vat ion projects in return for college 
tuition waivers and month ly living 
expe nses. 

In a program patterned after 
Peace Corps and Vista, coll ege-aged 
young peo ple will work for a year 
restoring wi ldLife habitats, farm­
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad­
dition to a s tipend of about $700 a 
month. AmeriCorps vo lunteers will 
earn a $4 ,725 tuition credit to be ap­
plied to a college of their choice. 

The Corporation for Na ti onal and 
Commu nity Se rvi ce (CNCS), under 
the gu idance of the US. Departm ent 
of Agriculture, se lec ted a Portl and 

project to restore portions of the Co­
lumbia Slough a nd Whi taker Pond 
as a model fo r the nationa l service 
program. 

"Thi s sends out a n important mes­
sage to the entire region. but espe­
ciall y the Africa n-American commu­
nity that we are going to do 
something about environmental 
damage, " said Metro Councilor Ed 
Washington, who co-sponsored the 
project proposal with Portland State 
Professor Barry Messer. Washing­
ton grew up in North Portland near 
the Columbia Slough and sa id that 
he has made its restoration a per­
sonal goal. 

"People of color have been fi shing 
an d using the slough for recreation 
and it's long past time we make it 
the jewel it's a lways had the paten- . 
tial to be." 

According to Messer. the progra m 
will hire 20 youths full-tim e to work 
on res toration projects along the 
s loul'.h over the next two years. An­
other dozen part-time college stu­
dents will act as mentors for high 
school students from Roosevelt, 
Grant, Jefferson and Mars hall high 
sc hools s tudying natural reso urce 
management a long th e 18-mile wa ­
terway. 

Messer sa id that he a nd Was hin g-

■ WHAT:The newly created AmeriCorps 
to help solve environmental problems. 

■ WHO'S IN IT: High school and college 
s tudents. 

■ WHAT 00 THEY 00: In Portland, th e 
job will be work along the Columbia 
Slough and Whitaker Pond 

■ WHAT 00 THET GET: A $700 monthly 
st ipend and up to $4,725 in tuition cred­
its. 

■ WHERETO CALL:Contact Ed Was h­
ington at Metro. 79 7-1546 or call 1-800-
94AC0RPS. 

ton spent more than a year drafting 
the slough proposa l and expected 
work to get under way around 
La bor Day 

"The ac tu a l amount of money we 
will have to spend has not been de­
termined yet. but it might be close to 
$1 million," sa id Messer. 

For its initial year . CNCS will 
fund 42 different AmcriCorps proj­
ects operating in 32 sta tes. Port la nd 
and fi ve oth er urban sites were se­
lected for fun ding , includ ing Atlan­
ta, Chicago, East St. Louis; Boston 
and Washin gton . D.C. 
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/OregOll~to begill -~ericorps program 
By The Associated Press25>0 

PORTLAND - More than 500 
Oregonians will begin a year of 
public service work soon to 
earn money for further educa­
tion under a new national pro­
gram. 

The Oregon part of President 
Clinton's AmeriCorps program 
was kicked off Monday by Gov. 
Barbara Roberts in a ceremony 
at Portland State University. 
Similar events were held in 
other states. 

Roberts called AmeriCorps a 
" movement whose time has 

come." Clinton convinced Con­
gress to establish the program 
so young people can earn 
money for college while per­
forming public service work. 

"Each of you has an indi­
vidual task to perform, but each 
of you is part of a larger move­
ment whose time has come, a 
movement that can strengthen 
communities, encourage respon­
sibilities, expand opportunities 
and a movement that is about 
getting things done,'' the gover­
nor said. 

Participants in the program 
will receive about $7,000 for liv-

ing expenses and health care 
coverage. Also, they will get 
$4,700 in credit toward college 
or vocational school expenses 
or paying off existing loans. 
· Among programs mentioned 
by Roberts that Oregon Ameri­
Corps members will undertake 
are drug abuse, water conserva­
tion and juvenile crime preven­
tion programs by 40 Central Or­
egon Community College stu­
dents at Bend and weatheriza­
tion and other energy conserva­
tion work by 42 welfare recipi­
ents with the aim of their devel­
oping _skills to get permanent 

jobs: 
Two dozen AmeriCorps mem­

bers in Portland will tutor and . 
otherwise assist second graders 
with education and family prob­
lems. 

Other program participants 
will maintain hiking trails and 
bridges in the Rogue River Na­
tional Forest, and American In­
dian members of the program 
will restore salmon habitat in 
the Columbia River Basin. 

AmeriCorps will have abo ut 
20,000 members nationwide 11/ 
its first year. /. 
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THE CLEANUP 
■ WHAT: Cleanup of the Whitaker 
ponds, a 22-acre wetland . 

■ WHERE : Near old Whitaker Grade 
School, Northeast 52nd Avenue and 
Columbia Boulevard. 

■ WHO: Env1roCorps is doing most of 
the work, with assistance from Metro, 
Portland. the school district and other 
agencies. 

On a drenching winter day, Kathryn 
Herlza ( left) and Avis Du Ras plant ferns 
along the edge of Whltal<er ponds. 

Avis Dunas) 65) says it was time 
to recycle herself through AmeriCorps) 
working on the 
Whitaker ponds restoration 



rr; ,~ 
g~~l 
'' Worhing on 
th is project -
lind bei ng with 
all these young 
people- it's 
all brought me 
bach to life. 

Avis Dunas 

'' 

By JOE FITZGIBBON 
Spec,al writer, The Oregonian 

H 
er face is mud-speckled. 

Errant s trands. of white hair mat tight­
ly against her damp forehead. 

Still, 65-year-old Avis Dunas sloshes 
through ankl e-deep mud in her yellow rainsli cker, 
waving ofT help as she totes buckets of fertilizer and 
wetland plan ts for Whitaker ponds restoration. 

By nearly all acco unts. the former teacher and res­
taurant critic is th e oldes t and probably best­
educated member of President Clinton's recentl y 
formed AmeriCorps. 

And. accord ing to crew members, th e most inspir­
ing . 

"Quite frankly, 1 don't love all of the digging and 
weed pulling, but I wan ted to help my country," 
Du nas said . "Working on this project - and be ing 

,Avis Dunas) 65) says it was time 
to recycle herself through AmeriCorps) 
working on the 
Whitaker ponds restoration 

with all these young people - it's all brought me 
back to life ." 

In June, the president announced the formation of 
a cadre of 20,000 men and women willing to wor k on 
community projects in exchange for monthly living 
allowances and college tuition waivers. 

Metro and Portland State Un iversity officia ls 
jumped a t the chance to complete several environ­
mental projects and accepted a feder al grant to hire 
two crews of 20 wor kers. • 

Dunas was selected from hundreds of applicants 
and wi ll spend the year working with young men and 
women - most a third of her age - restoring a 22-
acre wetlands on the grou nds of th e old Whitaker 
Grade School. 

The Chicago na tiv e holds adva nced degrees in 
teaching and art hi story from UCLA. She took on the 
low-paying job because she wanted to change her 
life. 

" It 's getting harder and harder for a teacher my 

age to find a job ," she said. "The way I look at it , I'm 
the one being recycled." 

The school, located along Northeast 52nd Avenue 
and Columbia Boulevard , currently houses a police 
training facility and three baseball fi elds. 

Metro biologis t Jim Morgan points toward two 
huge ponds nestled in the back of the school, over­
grown with blackberry bushes and piled up wi th de­
bris. 

" We want this to be a place where kids will be able 
to walk out into the woods, throw a fishing line in 
th e ponds , and forget for a few hours that they 're in 
the city, " he said. 

Morgan's plans call for relocating one of the ball­
parks close r to the school building. He also wants to 
crea te a wildlife habitat using the ponds as a center­
piece and connect the entire area to the nearby 

Please turn to 
RECYCLED , Page 4 
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Recycled: Hard labor mixes with organizing 
■ Continued from Page 1 
Columbia Slough . 

A longtime resident of the area. Metro 
Councilor Ed Washing1on, supports the proj ­
ec t. 

" These ponds and sloughs were where 
many of us were exposed to the hasic sc i ­
ences - where we learned about tadpol es . 
frogs and plants," said Wa shington . " 13y gi v­
ing young people part of the responsibili ty 
to res tore them, they 'l l come away with a 
better appreciation of these special places ... 

Of immediate concern to Morgan . though , 
is the small mountain of scrap metal . plastic 
pipe, machine parts and creosote- treated 
timber dumped near the ponds. 

AmeriCorps workers hired for the res tora­
ti on wi ll earn about $4 an hou r for their 
work . and, by yea r's end. rece ive a $4.725 
co llege tuition wai ve r to a col lege or uni ver ­
si ty of their choice . 

Dunas calls herself a " tree-hugger·· who 
.du r i ng the pas t 40 years has taught speci;i l 
educa ti on students, hard-core prisoners and 
we ll-to-do graduate students in Southern 
Ca li fornia . 

She spent six yea rs writing " The Single's 
Gu ide to Los Angeles" and was co- hos t of a 
Los Ange les telev ision show that rev iewed 
ethni c restaurants. 

Bu t her most enjoyable times. Dunas sa id. 
were spent leading her own tours of muse­
ums. cemeteri es and shopping mal ls. 

Cre w members. most in their ear ly 20s, 
marvel at her stamina. work ethi c and gift 
of gab. 

" Her knowledge and enthus iasm is a st im­
ulat ion to al l of us." said tea m leader Mi ­
chael A. 13urch. "She's such an extrovert 
that it's helped us bu i ld good relati onshi ps 
among the cr ew." 

When she completes her yea r of service. 
Du nas wa nts to produce her own ch ildren 's 
television show or move to Asia to study ho­
meopath ic medicine. 

According to 13ar ry M esser. ur ban affairs 
professor at PSU. AmeriCorps worke1·s wi ll 
spend much of the week on labor- intensi ve 
proj ects. 

13u t. he added. the crew wi ll also stud y 
communi ty organizing and envi ronment;i l 
issues while working with nonprofi t grnups 
on individual proj ects. Plans ca ll fo1· the 
group to canvass the old Whitakc1· Schoo l 
ne ighborhood during the nex t few weeks to 
encourage local res iden ts and busi ness own ­
er s to hel p deve lop a master si te pla n. 

MARV RO NOAROWICZI The 01ego,11~fl 

Avis Dunas (left) and Kath ryn Heriza place ferns along the edge of a pond. 

Portland's 
slice of 
AmeriCorps 

Oregon received more than $600,000 in 
federal grants to fund 15 Am eriCorps proj­
ects. In Portland, they ~re: 

■ Friends of the ChUdren: Patterned after 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Association. 24 
AmeriCorps members work with at-risk 
second graders from five inner-city 

- schools. Members visit homes, tutor the 
children and spend time with them on 
weekends in an attempt to nelp the young­
sters build self-ilsteem. 

■ I Have a Dream Foundatlort These 24 
AmeriCorps men and women have adopted 
nearly 300 third and fourth graders to as­
sist them in developing strong social and 
academic skills. Students who graduate 
from high school will earn an all-expenses­
paid college education from the foundation. 

■ Green Corps: Five AmeriCorps college 
graduates are assisting low-income fami­
lies weatherize their homes. They will teach 
community groups the risks of lead poison­
ing and help neighborhoods plan and con­
struct community gardens. 

■ Green lights Prooram: A group of 1 O 
AmeriCorps members will assist the Bon­
neville Power Administration in helping 75 
area schools and public buildings become 
more energy efficient . 

■ EnvtroCorps: Two AmeriCorps teams. 
made up of 20 people, will res tore Whitak­
er Ponds. a wetlands site near the Colum­
bia Slough, improve public access to Smith 
and Bybee lakes and develop a vacant lot 
in North Portland into a neighborhood park. 

"Right now there are more people in Ameri­
Corps than were in Peace Corps at its 
peak," said Mary Carroll, assistant director 
of the Oregon Communi ty Service Commis­
sion. "Most of the public may not know 
about them or their work yet. but, by the 
end of the year, I think we'll all see that 
change." 
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whee a little Britiab history wu break from h1a normal dutiet to I don'\ li•-~ around." uid Mct>on­
alipped in on him on hia rlftt day tuperviae 10 partkip&ntl. ald. a cranuate of Mot.her MtAu-
o( prdeni.n, u a member of The~ _worken an recent or ley High dchool I 
AmeriCorpa. IOOO-to-be ~h school ir•A•iatel O'Grady laid worken ~ at 

A community TOIW1teer. told 7:30 a.m. and Joa.fin& ian'\ all.owed. • 
Travia about the lecend of Queen '"That'• part of the projecfalao: 
Anne'• Lace, a fiower aaid to have from • .. ail different educational tu~ a work ethic." bi aaid.. 
~rune from the blood of Anne background,, economic back- .. [Thia 11] a job and it'I not a 'do­
Boleyn, wife of Henry VDI, after lfOUDd-.ome of them went to ~ what-vou-want' type of ~-" 
a.he wu beheaded. echool, tome are from Ida B. 

But m.ini-hiatory le:88on uide, w 11 ..... :..1 v•=··btth """ ol 
Tr • .,..., 18, a -ident of the Ida B. e...., ~ ~ • ,..er 

·- ..... the Botank Garden in Glencoe. 
Wella housing development, aa.id, Tyler ha.a been helping eommuni­
"Jt'a the best job out here-in the ty volunteers establish the _iarden, 
world." cs.lled the Edna White Century 

AmeriCorpe ia Preeident Clin- Garden, at 111th and Homewood, 
ton"s effort to bring people to for more than a year. 
public service while helping them The divenity, the tehol.anhip 
earn money for education. In Chi- and the chance to be a part of a 
cago. the proJ?am ia at &be Chi-
ca.go H~b School for Agtkultural 
Science. Fifty young people will 
be employed for 10 ~b, each 
earning a tax-free 1147 stipend 
per week. 

Y e.&1long prO(Tamt lt&.rt in Au-

l

. JU8t. but the aummer run ia btinc 
called "Summer or Safety" be­
.:.aUAe part of ita rocu.a it to curb 
violence and crime. 
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,,,,,----------------------------------------~ Taking a Bite Out of Grime 

CLEANUP--Michael Burch, team leader of the EnviroCorps project in North Portland, surveys an area 
targeted for cleanup adjacent to the Whitaker Ponds. The project is part of President Clinton ' s Ameri­
Corps community service initiative. 



Gov. Barbara Ro6erts, Metro commissioner Ed Washington and an AmericaCorps representative at the 
Portland kick-off to a community service initiative created by President Clinton. 

ComniUnity. Service For College 

C allege stude_nts will help pay 
back government support 
for their education and learn 

new skills by working to restore the 
health of the Columbia Slough in 
North and Northeast Portland. 

The EnviroCorps team is being 
launched from a $199,288 grant from 
AmericaCorps, a community service ini­
tiative created by Preside nt Clinton and 
approved by Congress. 

The Portland prograr.n. based on .the 
Portland State University campus , will pro­
vidi.: learning and labor opportunities for 
20 young ad ults in the metropolitan area . 

EnviroCorps will ce nter around envi­
ronmental and public acc~Ss improvements 
to no rth and northeast Portland 's Colum­
bia Sl ough . Me\ro regional government 
and the U.S. Soil Conservation Service are 
partners in the project. 

Officials said the recruitment for 
EnviroCorps participants i under way . 
Ten pan-time and eight fu ll -time members 
are needed for a variew of community 
sav,cc projects, including restoration of 
natural resources. construction o f in terpre-

tive trails and exhibit areas, and the training 
and mentoring of high-school youth . Two 
full-time team l~ders will round out the 
program. ~ 

"This program is really a protorype of 
what PSU as an urban universi ty wants to 
be," said Barry M~sser, EnviroCorps educa-

'' 

benefits . Full -time members completing a 
year of service will receive a $4,725 educa­
tion award to be used to continue education 
and job training orto repay existing student 
!oans. Pan-ti me participants receive a 
$2,363 education award . 

Arny Spring, EnviroCorps recruitment 

This program is really a prototype of what PSU as an 
urban university wants to be." 

Barry Messer, EnviroCorps education director 

lion director. 
Messer has coordinated other servi ce 

learning projects at PSU's Center for Urban 
Studies . He says the program is a means of 
opening education opportunities for young 
people while providing valuable service learn­
ing experiences for r otential and existing 
college students. 

Full -time members will receive a si ngle­
year living allowance of $7,600, while part­
time members receive $4,023. All members 
will be eligible for health care and child care 

coordinator, says about 50 percent of the 
job duties will be in the field . Other work 
could include creating partnerships with 
neighborhood associations to gain vol un­
teer help or sharing work experience with 
students. Written reports and assessments 
of the work accompli shed will complete 
the duties o f the job. 

The appli cati on deadline is Sept. 28 . 
In -the -fil ed training and project work is 
sched ul ed to begin Oct. 14. For more infor­
mation, call Sprin g at 725-5582. 
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AmeriCorps to help restore 
some of Columbia Slough 
■Workers in the new program 
will receive a small monthly 
wage and college .tuition credits 
for their part In the project 

By JOE FITZGIBBON 
Correspondent. The Oregonian 

At least two dozen of President 
Clinton's newly created Am~riCorps 
workers will be helping restore por­
tions of the Columbia Slough before 
the end of summer. 

On Monday, President Clinton an­
nounced the creation of Ameri­
Corps, a cad re of 20,000 young men 
and women to work on soil conser­
vation projects in return for college 
tuition waivers and monthly living 
expenses. 

In a program patterned after 
Peace Corps and Vista, college-aged 
young people will work for a year 
restoring wildlife habitats. farm­
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad­
dition to a stipend of about $700 a 
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will 
earn a $4 ,725 tuition credit to be ap­
plied to a college of their choice. 

The Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS), under 
the guidance of the U.S. Department 
of Agricu lture. selected a Portland 

project to restore portions of the Co· 
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond . 
as a model for the national service 
program. 

"This sends out an important mes­
sage to the entire region, but espe­
cially the African-American commu­
nity that we are going to do 
something about environmental 
damage," said Metro Councilor Ed 
Washington, who co-sponsored the 
project proposal with Portland State 
Professor Barry Messer. Washing­
ton grew up in North Portland near 
the Columbia Slough and said that 
he has made its restoration a per­
sonal goal. 

"People of color have been fishing 
and using the slough for recreation 
and it's long past time we make it 
the jewel it's always had the poten­
tial to be." 

According to Messer, the program 
will hire 20 youths full -time to work 
on restoration projects along the 
slough over the next two years. An­
other dozen part-time college stu­
dents will act as mentors for high 
school students from Roosevelt, 
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high 
schools s tudying natural resource 
management along the 18-mi.le wa­
terway . 

Messer said that he and Washing-

■ WHAT:The newly created AmeriCorps 
to help solve environmental problems. 

■ WHO'S IN IT: High school and college 
students. 

■ WHAT DO THEY DO: In Portland, the 
job will be work along the Columbia 
Slough and Whitaker Pond 

■ WHAT DO THET GET: A $700 monthly 
stipend and up to $4,725 in tuition cred­
its. 

■ WHERETO CALL:Contact Ed Wash­
ington at Metro. 797 -1546 or call 1-800-
94ACORPS. 

ton spent more than a year drafting 
the slough proposal ai;id expected 
work to get under way around 
Labor Day . 

"The actual amount of money we 
will have to spend has not been de­
termined yet. but it might be close to 
$1 million," said Messer. 

For its initia l year, CNCS will 
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj ­
ects operating in 32 states. Portland 
and five other urban sites were se­
lected for fundin g, including Atlan· 
ta. Chicago, East St. Louis; Boston 
a nd Was hington. D.C. 



Portland Launc-hes Envirocorps 

Gov. Barbara Roberts, Metro commissioner Ed Washington and an AmericaCorps representative at the 
Portland kick-off to a community seN ice initia tive created by President .Clinton. ' 

Community Service ·For College 
C ollege students wi ll help pay 

back government support 
for their education and learn 

new skills by working to restore the 
health of the Columbia Slough in 
North and Northeast Portla nd . 

The EnviroCorps team is being 
lau nched from a $199 ,288 grant from 
AmericaCorps , a communlly se rvice ini ­
ti at ive created by Preside nt Clinto n and 
approved by Congress. 

TI1e Port land progrn01. based on the 
Portl and State Un iversit y campus. ,v iii pro­
vide learn ing and labor opportunit ies for 
20 young adu lLS in th e metropolitan area . 

Env1roCorps will c<;nter around cnv1 -
ronmcnta l and public acccs·s 1111provcmcnL\ 
to north and northeast Portl and' s Colum ­
bia Slough. Me\ro regional government 
and the U S Soil Conserva tion Se rvice arc 
partners 1n the proJcct 

Offi c ial s said th e rcc ru1 tr nc nt for 
Env1r0Corps pan1c1pants 1s under wa y 
Ten part -ttmc and ei ght full -t1rnc mc 111bcr~ 
arc needed for a ,ar1Ci) of cnrn mun1t y 
se rvice proJCc ts, 1nclud1ng rc\ torat1 un o f 
natural resources. ct1 nstruc 11on o f 1nterprc -

live trails and exhibit areas , and lhe training 
and mentoring of high-school youlh. Two · 
full -time team leaders will round out lhe 
program. 

"This program is real ly a prototype of 
what PSU as an urban un iversi ty wants to 
be," said Barry Messer._EnviroCorps educa-

'' 

benefiLS . Full-time members completing a 

year of service will receivea$4,725 ed uca­

tion award to be used to continue education 

and job traini ng orto repay existing student 

loans. Pan- time participants receive a 

$2,363 education award. 

Arny Spring, EnviroCorps recruitment 

This progra_m is rea lly a prototype of what PSU as an 
urban university wants to be." 

Barry Messer, EnviroCorps education director 

uon director 
Me sser has coordina ted ot her service 

le arn ing proJec ts at PSU's Center for Urban 
Studies. I-l e says the r rogram is a means of 
opening cd uca tio~ opportunities for young 
peopl e wl11 lc pro~tding va luable service learn ­
in g experiences for rntcnual and existing 
college students 

full -lime mc111 bcrs wt!! rece ive a si ngle­
year l1v1n g allowance of S7,600 , whi le part­
time member, re~c 1vc $4,023 . All members 
will be cl1 g1blc for health care and ch ild care 

coordina tor, says about 50 percent of the 
JOb duucs will be in the fi eld . Other wo rk 
coul d include creating partnershi ps w1tlt 
nei ghborhood associations to gain , olu n­
teer help or sharin g work ex peri ence with 
students. Written reports and assc ;,men ts 
of the work accomplished wi ll curnrlc tc 
the duucs of the job. 

The appl1cat1on deadline is Sept 28 
In -the- filed training and proJCCl '- Or· 1~ 
schedulcdtobcg1nOct.14 Forrn orc ,nfor­
mation. call Spring at 725 -5582 
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· T_aking a Bite Out of Grime 

CLEANUP--Michael Burch, team leader of the EnviroCorps project in North Portland, surveys an area 
targeted for cleanup adjacent to the Whitaker Ponds. The project is part of President Clinton's Ameri­
Corps community service initiative. 



'' Worhingon 
this project -
and being with 
all th ese young 
people- it's 
all brought me 
bach to life 

Avis Dunas 

' ' 

By JOE FITZGIBBON 
Special writer. The Oregonian 

H 
er face is mud-speckled. 

Errant s trands of white hair ma t tight­
ly against her da mp forehead . 

Still, 65-yea r-o ld Avis Dunas s los hes 
through a nkle-deep mud in her yellow rainslicker, 
wav ing ofT help as she totes buckets of fe rtilizer and 
wetland plants for Whitaker ponds restorat ion. 

By nearly a ll accounts, the former teac her and res­
taurant critic is the oldest and probably best­
educated member of President Cl in ton·s rece ntl y 
formed Ameri Corps . 

And. acco rding to crew members. the most inspir­
ing. 

"Quite frankly, I don't love a ll of the digging and 
weed pullin g, bu t I wanted to help my cou ntry ," 
Dunas sa id. "Workin g on this projec t - and being 

■ WHAT: Cleanup of the Whitaker 
ponds, a 22-acre wetland. 

■ WHERE: Near old Whitaker Grade 
School, Northeast 52nd Avenue and 
Columbia Boulevard. 

■WHO: EnviroCorps is doing most of 
the work, with assistance from Metro, 
Portland, the school district and other 

On a drenching winter day, Kathryn 
Herlza (left) and Avis DuAas plant fems 
along the edge of Whltalier ponds. 

MARV B0NDAR0WICZ/The 0re9oman 

'. Avis Dunas, 65, says it was time 
• to recycle herself through AmeriCorps, 
working on the 
Whitaker ponds restoration 

with all these young people - it 's all brought me 
back to life. " 

In June, the president announced the formation of 
a cadre of 20,000 men and women willing to work on 
community projects in exchange for monthly living 
a llowances and college tuition waivers. 

Metro and Portland State University o!ftcials 
jumped a t the chance to complete several environ­
mental projects and accepted a federa l grant to hire 
two crews of 20 workers. • 

Dunas was selected from hundreds of applicants 
and will spend the year working with young men and 
women - most a th ird of her age - restoring a 22-
ac re wetl ands on th e grounds of the old Whitaker 
Grade School. 

The Chicago native holds advanced degrees in 
teaching and art hi story from UCLA. She took on the 
low-paying job because she wanted to change her 
life. 

"It's getting ha rder and harder for a teacher my 

age to find a job," she said. "The way I look at it, I'm 
the one being recycled." 

The school, located along Northeast 52nd Avenue 
and Columbia Boulevard , currently houses a police 
training fac ili ty and three baseball fields. 

Metro biologist Jim Morgan points toward two 
huge ponds nestled in the back of the school, over­
grown with blac kberry bushes and piled up with de­
bris. 

"We want this to be a place where kids will be able 
to walk out into the woods, throw a fishing line in 
th e ponds, and fo rget for a few hours that they' re in 
the city," he said . 

Morgan's plans call for relocating one of the ball­
parks closer to the school building. He also wants to 
create a wildlife habitat using the ponds as a center­
piece and connect the entire area to the nearby 

Please turn to 
RECYCLED, Page 4 
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Recycled: Hard labor mixes with organizing 
■ Continued from Page 1 
Columbia Slough. 

A longtime resident of the area, Metro 
Councilor Ed Washington, supports the proj­
ect. 

"These ponds and sloughs were where 
many of us were exposed to the basic sc i­
ences - where we learned about tadpoles, 
frogs and plants," said Washington. " By giv­
ing young people part of the responsibility 
to restore them, they 'll come away wi th a 
better appreciation of these special places." 

Of immediate concern to Morgan. though, 
is the small mountain of scrap metal, plastic 
pipe, machine parts and creosote-treated 
timber dumped near the ponds. 

AmeriCorps workers hired for the restora­
tion will earn about $4 an hour for thei r 
work. and, by year 's end, receive a $4,725 
college tuition waiver to a college or univer­
sity of their choice. 

Dunas ca lls herself a "tree-hugger" who 
during the past 40 years has taught specia l 
education studen ts, hard-core prisoners and 
well-to-do graduate students in Southern 
California. 

She spent six years writing "The Single's 
Guide to Los Angeles" and was co-host of a 
Los Angeles television show that reviewed 
ethnic restaurants . 

But her most enjoyable times. Dunas said, 
were spent leading her own tours of muse­
ums. cemeteries and shopping malls. 

Crew members. mos t in thei r early 20s. 
marve l at her stamina. work ethic and gi ft 
of gab. 

" Her knowledge and enthusiasm is a stim­
ulation to all of us," said tea m leader Mi­
chael A. Durch. "She's such an extrovert 
that it's helped us bui ld good relat ionships 
among the crew." 

When she completes her year of service. 
Dunas wants to produ~e her own ch i ldren 's 
telev ision show or move to Asia to stud y ho­
meopathic medicine. 

Accord ing to Ga rr y Messer . urban affairs 
professor at PSU. AmeriCorps workers wi ll 
spend much of the week on labor -in tensi ve 
projects 

Gu t. he added. the crew wil l also study 
communi ty orga nizing and environ menta l 
,ssues wh ile work ing wi th nonprofit groups 
on ind1v1dual projec ts. Plans call for the 
group to canvass the old Whi taker School 
neighborhood du ring the next few weeks to 

encou rage loca l res idents and busi ness own­
ers to help develop a mas ter site plan 
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Avis Dunas (left) and Kathryn Heriza place ferns along the edge of a pond. 
MARV B0N0AR0WICZI The 01egoma11 

Portland's 
slice of 
AmeriCorps 

Oregon received more than $600,000 In 
federal grants to fund 15 AmeriCorps pro/­
ects. In Portland, they ~re: 

■ Friends of the Chldren: Patterned after 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Association, 24 
AmeriCorps members work with at-risk 
second graders from five Inner-city . 
schools. Members visit homes, tutor-the 
children and spend time with them on 
weekends in an attempt to nelp the young­
sters build self-esteem. 

■ I Have a Dream Foundatkllt These 24 
AmeriCorps men and women have adopted 
near1y 300 third and fourth graders to as­
sist them in developing strong social and 
academic skills. Students who graduate 
from high school will earn an all-expenses­
paid college education from the foundation. 

■ Green C0111s: Five AmeriCorps college 
graduates are assisting low-Income fami­
lies weatherize their homes. They will teach 
community groups the risks of lead poison­
ing and help neighborhoods plan and con­
struct community gardens. 

■ Green Lights Program: A group of 1 0 
AmeriCorps members will assist the Bon­
neville Power Administration in helping 75 
area schools and public buildings become 
more energy efficient. 

■ EnvtroCorps: Two AmeriCorps teams, 
made up of 20 people, will restore Whitak­
er Ponds, a wetlands si te near the Colum­
bia Slough, improve public access to Smith 
and Bybee lakes and develop a vacant lot 
in North Portland into a neighborhood park. 

"Right now there are more people in Ameri­
Corps than were in Peace Corps at its 
peak," said Mary Carroll, assistant director 
of the Oregon Community Service Commis­
sion. "Most of the public may not know 
about them or their work yet . but, by the 
end of the year. I think we'll all see that 
change." 



THE SAN JUAN RECORD 
SAN JUAN, 
MAY 17, 1995 

Food bank in Blanding gets new coat 
The Americorps team 

painted the town of Blan­
ding - at least that is how 
the team members felt as 
they painted the inside 
walls and ceiling of the 
newly acquired San Juan 
County Food Bank build­
ing. 

The new food distribution 
center will open later this 
month, primarily through 
the efforts of Americorps 
team member Henry Silent­
man. Silentman wrote the 
proposal to establish a food 
bank to serve San Juan 
County's needy population. 

Food will come from do­
nations and purchased from 
the Utah Food Bank and lo-

cal food stores. Needy fam­
ilies will be given a nutri­
tionally balanced seven­
day food supply. 

Henry Silentman coordi­
nated the inside paint party. 
Fellow Americorps team 
members Andrea Dyar, 
Sam Sellers, Eldon Miller, 
Anna Prawl, and Nancy 
Steele; their Americorps su­
pervisor, Kresha Eastman 
and her son, Klint; and 
Allison Williams, a local 
VISTA volunteer working 
with students at Albert R. 
Lyman Middle School, all 
participated in the project. , 

Local Boy Scouts may 
clean the grounds as a pos­
sible Eagle Scout project. 



THE MA~CHESTER E TERPRISE 
MA,~CHESTER,KE TUCKY 

APRIL 20, 1995 

AmeriCorps to help 
with home repairs 
Dear Editor, 

I am an AmeriCorps mem• 
ber working in your county 
on housing repair . • 

My job is to locate families 
in the community who need 
help affording repair work, 
and then finding a resource 
in the community to help 
them. 

I(you have needed repairs 
in your home and cannot 
afford to make these repairs 
yourself, write the following 
information on a blank sheet 
of paper and send it in 

I need to know your name, 
address, phone number, 
county, number of people in 
the household, number of 
children under 18, nun1ber of 

elderly or disabled in the 
household, entire household 
income, the specific types of 
repairs needed, and a brief 
statement giving me per­
mission to discuss your situ­
ation with a loan/grant re­
source. 

Send this information to 
AMERICORPS, 242 Daniel 
Boone Drive, Barbourville, 
KY 40906. 

Please remember this is 
no guarantee of help. 

All information will be 
reviewed and put on a list. 
All information received 
will be kept confidential. 

Rebecca Davidson 
AmeriCorps member 
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~ Pascagoula· native serves in AmeriCorps( 
:::i By DEBBIE WOOD 
r;;, Mississ;>pi Prass S4all 

l. Shelly . F outz-Lowe of 
Pascagoula is making a positive 

~ difference in the lives of Natchez 
citizens through the AmeriCorps 
program. 

Implemented by President 
BiH Clinton, AmeriCorps is a 
national service initiative to 

.... achieve results in addressing the 
"'l nation's critical education, 
- human service, public safety and 
; environmental needs of the com• 
~ munity. 
~ Shelly is .a member of-t.he 
~ inaugurnl group of Ame1·iCorps 
1 participants in Mississippi. She 
I 

i s wor k ing with t h e City of 
· Natchez planning department. 

"We sat down and discussed : 
what programs we thought ·: 
would be best for Natchez," . 
Shelly said. "I knew I wanted hi 
work with young people and 
since Missi<.1eippi h.a.s the immber 

~ one teenage pregnancy rate .in: 
~ the nation, we decided to work' 

on this issue." 
,_ 51aff Photo/Anna Ralol■ Not only i.s SheUy dealing 

with teen pregnancy prevention, MAKING A DIFFERENCE - Shelly Foutz-Lowe of 
she is a.1so working with gMs Pasc agoula is making a positive difference in 
who are alrea<ly pregnnnt.. Natchez with the Amari.Corps program lnl1iated by 

"I ti·y t o encourage them k~.., President Bill C1inton . Shelly is working wl1h teen 

pregnancy, teen prt gnancy prevention, the reestab­
. lishment of a YMC,\ and assisting organizations in 

ob1ainlng grants. Shelly ls one of 67 AmeriCorps 
. volunteers addressing different needs in Mississippi. 

" 
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_i;i t.ay in school , get. their cduca-"" . 
~ ion and get ille pr!]pc1· prena- ai ppi in HlD3. torate degree in ii:-;ychology at 

tal and post.natal care," she said. A profo~sor at USM, Richard USJ\•L 
Anothe r objective is the Larkin, krww of 8hell y't; ,.foep "My passion is for people less 

reestablishment of the YMCA in involvemc-nt in comnnmity act.iv• fortunate. I don't like- to see auy­
Natchez. In 1968, t he YMCA it.i cs a nd recomm ended t.he pro- one mist.raated," Shell)' imid. "( 
pulled out because of l"acial rela- gram to- her. 8heHy is on e of Ei' 7. like people and wirnt t o help 
tions . Shelly said she hopes lo volunteer:, in this stnk ww·klng them. I have a keen interest in 
br ing t he YMCA back into the to make rnrnl ~Q~~!!:.i~_be - young people and I'm v. cha.mpi-
ooromunity nnd support for these terA)laccs to }iV(;._ - on for th ,~sc causes.~ 
plans has been positive. She Hlsy. though SJlclly said i;he was Sh elly will i volun teer i n 
wants to help community orga"f shy in high i;chool, she became Natchez for about. nine months, 
nizniions pursue grants. involved in community activitiosl performing 1,700 hours of com-

A 1989 graduate of . in college. She volunteer.<i nt a~ m'imity aervice ,vork. For hm· 
Pascagoula High School, Shelly sexual ai;sault. crisis cenwr and '_ participation in AmeriCorps, she 
received a bachelor of acience the Ch ristian soup services in is receiving a s tipend of $8,000 . 
degree in psychology from-the . Hattiesbw·g whern her husband, and scholars~ip money- worth ·. 
Hniunr-.. it.v of Southern Missisl Michael, is working on his doc• . m{!re than $4,700 which w il] go 

. • ~ j . . . 

toward paying off student loans. 
She olso receives travel expens­
es of $1,600 as she goes through­
out the at.are w lldng to commu­
nity leaders. 

"This work does not pay an 
enormou s sa l a ry , but t h e 
rnwards at e a stounding,'' Shelly 
aid. ''I get so much satisfaction 
ut of helping people, helping 

them see their own self-worth. 
I want to let young people know 
th.at we haven't forgotten about 
thorn. I want them to know that 

ithout them , we have no 
uture." • 

Shelly . encoura·g~s others to 

get involved in the AmeriCorps 
program w~ich hae received lit­
tle modia -attention despite tbe 
great strides being performed in 
communities across the country. 

"My main objective ·is to let 
people know this prograJ]l is 
available, especially the middle 
clas s," she said. "We are the 
guinea pigs for thilf program. I'm 
breaking my neck to let people 
know because if the politici'\□s in 
Washington cut this prof!,mm 
out, then I hope everyone in this 
state gets a clear message, that 
these politicians don't care any­
thing about the middle cJass. 

"This program is fo1· all class-\ 
es of people, but mainly for t.he 
middle class. Without it, I would 
still be paying off my student 
loans . Everyone u. lway!I h asf • 
omcthing to say about th~• 1 

~ . but at ·least, he cares 
nough to t.ry to he\p our edu• 

cation,'' .SheUy said, 
1'he pmgram is designed for 

high school graduates who want 
ta take a break before starting 
college, underg radu ates who 
might want to take a year off 
bet ween yen1-s of college to fmd 
out what directio1t'they want to 
pursue and for college graduates 
who can use the scholarship 
money fo pay off student loans 01· 

to use for graduate school. 
Shelly said sho is even e-ncour­

ogi.ng her two younger brothers 
to become invo)ved in the pro­
gr'am, sponsored through t he 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

"The more p eoplf? we get 
invoh•ed in the program, the 
more money we will get from the 
government," Shelly s aid. 
''There's a lot <if potElntial in this 
state and I get sick ancl tired of 
reading and watching television 
about how bad it is here, when I 

See AMERICORPS, Page 2-8 
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AmeriCorps----
Continued from 1-B 

know there are good people wh_o 
live in this state. There are a lot 
of positive things going on here:" •: 

Reaching young women with 
a positive message is one _of 
Shelly's goals in Natchez. 

1 "I wMt to tell young women in 
high school that it is nice to ha~e 
a boyfriend, but they need to gtt 
an education and think of them­
selves, think about their future 
and go for it. If he loves you, herll 
stay with you. Don't rush yow­
life. Do something for your com­
munity. If you do it, will come 
back to you. 

" My philosophy is if everyone , 
ould do one act of voluntebr 

I ork for his community, ~l#s 
, world would be a lot better p~ 
to live. We won't have to wo~t ' 
about violence or drug problenis 
or teenage pregnancy. We baveito 
live in this world together, we 
might as well work together." 

Shelly credits her pareni s, 
Andy and Mary Ellen Foutz, for 
raising her in a Christian hof e 
.and giving her a solid founda~on 
on which to grow aiid mature. 

, I 

"My dad taught me how to lbe 
assertive and not just lay back. 
He ~ught me not to hurt people 
but to go 'for what I wanted. My 

.. , , 

mom taught me to reach for the 
stars. She raised me to be myself 
and to never lose sight of my 
identity. I love my mother and 
have to give her all the prais,e. 
She's the best thing that ev~~ 
happened to me. She's my beat 
friend." • • 

Shelly said changing the world 
needs to start 'With changing atti-: 
tudes. . ' ; 

"'4"We have become a 'n;t 
nation. If people would stop their 
selfish attitudes, reexawine their 
lives and think about someone· 
else for a change, then they could 
lift their neighbors up instead ~f 
kicking them when they are· 
down." • 

She added, jtlt only takes one· 
person to get the spark going;_ lt 
takes one person to get the bal] 
rolling. I used to be a pessimistic 
person, but pessimism doesn't 
change anything. Optimism does. 
I know things can happen ifpe •• 
ple want them to happen. IfI 
make a difference in just one per­
son's life because of my wor~ 
with AmeriCorps, then all tn~ 
work has truly been worth it." 

For more information on the 
AmeriCorps program, call l -800-
880-4183. 

ECM Pg. 03/04 
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: ;Atneric()rp • 
~volunteer ·:> ____ • 
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'.Comes to·:-- J- ; 

:Bell County : 
. Ni■c Americmp members 
: rcce■tly bqu.tbeir SCJ:Yice fo 
: Kealady•s Appalacua Rcgioo 

• '. after being- swon ia ' al tile 
:Fana~s Home Adlllinistratioa 

- :(FmHA)--= off"IC'C i■flninp>n. • 
: 1boaas G. Fem.· Slate FmHA • 
• diJ:cc101. aadllcacd Ille ccrcmoo,-

: _:and cllallaged I.be mcmbas ·ao· 
- : ,a;,aic leaden ia 1k axrmlllily • 

: wbicb ilbey .. be wmtillg." . • : . 
111c llilc mcmkn anc■dcd a 

•. -.... , _ 

two day oriemalioll/lraiaing"~ ; 
. MOIi ill Loadoll. aad bave ■ow 
lepOded IO tbeir n:specti'l'C an- '. ·= ·1a1D11epwmt. • - • •. • 

Anlericorp· volunleaer Laura Olncan .. be worlling in Mldl:lesboro. P5dured ant FmHa Sla1e Oiredor 
Thomas G. ·F~;-lMlcan. Bel~ Chamber of~ Oirector Gale E~ am~ 
Cooirdinator -Louis Eliott. . - --. 

TIie putic:ipanlS ia lie • _ _;.. 
: Kewtw:t:y An>-f•lie lqioD wiD - .-elPl>crs·w1 also eagage ·m ·out­
: fxiieMr"■-ilJ flnllrlk'plaa- '"~ red activities IO assisl ecooom~ 
: niog and assist io iaplaaealiai •• cally ud ~y d~ 

• • prognas IO ·illlprovc or dcft)c;p I cili:zr.m ·ia nnl mas·_. aa:r$$i-.g · 
: 'neabl CCPJWW!il>' facitidcs. Team FmHA gr.at md -JIIOPIID$. 

. • s :-

. -
Sile:localioas for Ille KcalUCky team member wotting • ia 

Appalacmao Region include · Middle5boro will be Lama 
Middlesboro. Barbo•rvillc (2). Duoc:an. wllo will be womng Oll1 
Hazard. Prestonsburg (2). Lcobl of the Bell Coaoty Cbamba of 
(2} atM! Sooasei: _The Americorp Ctn•oocc. 
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STARR McDANILES AND CHAD DENISON are working with Pittsfield Economic Developer 
Robin Hendley to gather information on Pittsfield's downtown area. McDaniles is from Pearl 
and Denison from Pittsfield. 

They're parts of Americorps team 
By DAN LONG 

"Hopefully some of the things 
I'll be learning I can take back to 
Pearl and use it to stop the de­
cline there," Starr McDaniles said 
about her working as an Ameri­
corps volu11teer. 

McDaniles and Chad Denison 
are two members of Americorps, 
a group of volunteers employed 

by the US Department of Agri­
culture. 

Denison, from Pittsfield, and 
McDaniles are working through 
the Pittsfield economic develop­
ment office to collect data on . 
Pittsfield's downtown area 

They'll collect information on 
businesses, buildings, residences, 
parking and other factors, accord­
ing to Robin }--JPntiley, Pittsfield 

economic develo_per. 
The informalion will be used 

to meet ADA requirements, ful­
fill Main Street designations for 
application and other possible 
projects; 

"We need to know what the 
data says and see what direction 
it's pointing," Hendley said. 

It could point to a certain mar­
ket area not being met by current 
businesses or a need for more 
parking, or it might not, Hendley 
said. 

Denison and McDaniles will 
work for 9-10 months on the data 
:ollection project. They've al­
·eady undergone some training in­
;luding CPR , and first aid from 

• the Red Cross and team building 
at WIU, according to Denison. : 

At the end of the project, both 
volunteers will receive scholar­
ships toward additional education 
as well as experience. • 

"H's a volunteer position with a 
living expense," McDaniles said. 

"You earn money and there's a 
$4,725 scholarship toward (educa­
tion)," Denison said. "It's a chance 
to make contacts and gain experi-
ence." . 

Both volunteers applied for the 
program through Two .Rivers 
RC&D, the local sponsor of the 
J)fOS!ram. 



Helping -
Continued from Page Pl 
and fish die. . 

For more than five years, lbcal 
farmers have been asking the~soil 
Conservation Service for help deal­
ing with animal waste, said Char­
lette Epifanio, a soil conservationist· 
who is supervising Jensen. In )en­
sen and his AmeriCorps co-worJ(er, 
Nancy Scolari, the farmers have 
found the help. • . , _ 

Although some farmers might · 
eye the AmeriCorps workers with· 
suspicion because they are govern­
ment employees, Jensen said: the 
agricultural community has y.,el-
comed his expertise. • 

He sees his role as a buffer 
between polluting landowners =-and 
regulatory agencies. He hopes- to 
stop the pollution before regulators 
fine the polluters. • 
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AmeriCorps Continues Work With Watershed 
BY KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON 

YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK 
AmeriCorp• contin.uu it• 

committme11t to rura.l South 
Carolina. 

The Newberry 'Tham II members 
(Amy Overstreet, James Holland, 
Jay Henderson, Mary Roe and 
Angela Brinkley) use a computer 
program to identify non-point 
source pollution in the Bush River 
Camping Creek waterahed. 

To identify potential solutions for 
the problem areas, team members 
plnce data such as 8011 type, land 
elope and land use into the AGNPS 
(Agricultural Non-point Source) 
comput8r model. 

The model simulates conditions 
et all points within the watershed. 

The AGNPS proi'ram _actually 
runs a watershed model and 
spatially interprets the results. 

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service will use the 
model of the two aubwnter sheds to 
pinpoint problems within the 
overall Bush River Camping Creek 
watershed. 

The team baa created a Lotus 
spreadsheet for inputting data 
from SC Dept. of Health and 
Environmental Co.ntrol (DHEC) 
water monitoring station. The 
information has been a.c:cumulating 
over the years and has not been 
analyzed. 

As a result of the spreadsheet, 

.. m 
.' ·.\ 1 ... . ... .. , .,• ... . 

Newberry Team II, AmeriCorps, members receive technical 
training from supervisor Jim Wilson, center. Pictured, from left, 
are: Jay Henderaon, James Holland, Jim Wilson and Mary Roe. 

the data can be graphed and Holland enjoys the physical 
comparison stu<lies can be made in landscape such as the hillsides, the 
order to illustrate trends and change of seasons and the well­
patterns aveT the years. managed farms. "For farmers, the 

Aerial photos, topography maps, work is right there ... they live 
• as well as a cllnometer which within the workplacet he said. 
measures the land slope • Roe feels a greater npprecintion 
percentage are 11ome of the for the environment. 
instruments .and equipment used She recal111 watching a PBS 
by the team. program about mammoths. Roe 

As Holland and Roe use the marveled how she could relate to 
equipment in the field,' they have various subjects in the program to 
placed a premium on their outdoor her AmeriCorps work. 
experiences. Devising a plan to cross a creek 

and trying to pry a canoe out of · 
mud are aome memorable tales for 
Amy Ovenstreet. Overstreet wor\cs 
primarily with computer data 
eritry. She looks forward to 
increasing her field time. 

Call 321-6222, to learn more 
about the team's current pt'Oject. 



Partlcipanta from the Greater Jackaon Youth Service Corps Inspect a 
horse trail they cleared In the Bienville National Forest near HIiisboro. 

llrlen Alber I llroom / '"-Cl••""' l ..iq., 
The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest Including 
trail clearing and other maintenance. 

Service corps helps at-risk young people 
■ The program allows 
errolees to earn a ciploma 
while leemilg to work. 

■y Mary hffenon 
Clerto,,-l...._ Staff Wftt« · -

It's far from a dream workweek: 
26 hours at minimum w~ and 16 
hours oholunteer duty, much ofit 
heavy labor. • 

But for about 60 young people 
like Eric Jackson. their toil is noth-

• log compared with their ,-ard. :~ . . • • ' 

TODA Y.'S EXTRA 
•• Jackson, 20, is a member of the 
Greater Jackson Youth Service 
Corpe program. In its fifth year, 
the corps is an educational pro­
gram for at-risk males and females 
16-23. While earning their high 
school equivalency diplomas, 
young people acquire aelf-ftteem, 
pride in their community and good 
work and study habits. 

"The whole program is such a 

learning nperit-nce," Jack110n 
said. "It is not likt· anything I have 
ever been involved in. It is wonder­
ful. The people OV"!r the corps real ­
ly make sure you understand what 
you n-t to in order to make it in 
life." 

The eervice pn,gram has three 
facets: 
■ The U.S. Department of Agri­

culture'& Anti-Hung-er Corpe. 
■ The agricultt•re department's 

AmeriCorpe Public Lande Corpe, 
part of the initiative signed into 

law l1111t Sep~mher hy Pre!liill'nl 
Clinton. 
■ The Urban~-
J11ckson, a participant in the 

Public Lande Corp11, Mid the pro­
gram not only provide11 him a 
chance to improve hie charllcter, 
but gives him support he needs to 
continue hi11 education. 

"We work the younit people for 
one year on various coanmunity 
eervice projecl-1," said Alfred Mu­
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-

See YOtITHS, IOA 
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Learning to ma~e it in lif~ 

Participants from the Greater Jackson Youth Service Corps Inspect a 
horse trail they cleared In the Bienville National Forest near Hillsboro. 

Brian Albart Broom / The Cloilon-l edoer 

The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest including 
trail clearing and other maintenance. 

Service corps helps at-risk young people 
■ The program allows 
enrollees to earn a diploma 
while learning to work. 

By Mary Jefferson 
Cl~"- StaN Wrtl., ·-

It's far from a dream workweek: 
25 hours at minimum wage and 15 
hours of volunteer duty, much ofit 
heavy labor. • 

But for about 50 young people 
like Eric Jackson, their toil is noth-

• ing compared with their reward 
.... .. · , - •• • f 

TODA Y,'S EXTRA 
•• Jackson, 20, is a member of the 
Greater Jackson Youth Service 
Corps program. In its fifth year, 
the corps is an educational pro­
gram for at-risk males and females 
16-23. While earning their high 
school equivalency diplomas, 
young people acquire self-esteem, 
pride in their community and good 
work and study habits. 

"The whole program is such a 

learning experience ," Jackson 
said. " It is not lih anything I have 
ever been involved in. It is wonder­
ful. The people ov"!r the corps real ­
ly make sure you understand what 
you need to in order to make it in 
"" " llle. 

The service pmgram has three 
facets: 
■The U.S. Department of Agri­

culture's Anti-Hunger Corps. 
■ The agriculture department's 

AmeriCorps Public Lands Corps, 
part of the initiative signed into 

law last September hy President 
Clinton. 
■ The Urban Corp~. 
J ackson, a part icipan t in the 

Public Lands Corps, Baid the pro­
gram not only providea him a 
chance to improve his character, 
but gives him support he needs to 
continue hi ~ education. 

"We work the young people for 
one year on various co111m11nity 
service project~," said Alfred Mar­
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-

See YOUTHS, lOA 
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About 
AmeriCorps 
AmeriCorps, a 
national service 
program started. by 
President Clinton in • 
1994, helps stu• 
dents linance their 
college educations. 
For more informa• 
lion on AmeriCorps; 
call (800) 942-2677. 

Communities, collegians gain from Corps 
N'.D. students say experience is as valuable as the financial incentives that the program provides 
Minot, N.D. (AP) 

Kelly Bosch and Jessica Krumwiede 
both were looking for a way to finance 
their college educations. They found it 
in a relatively new program similar to 
the Peace Corps, and their experience 
Is paying off in more ways than Just 
financially. 

Bosch and Krumwiede, both of Dev­
ils Lake, signed up for AmeriCorps, a 
national service program started by 
President Clinton In 1994. Bosch is In 
his first year of service, Krumwiede in 
her second. They don't regret postpon­
ing their educations to work for the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

"It's a worthy project - I • really 
believe In it," Bosch said. "ll's good for 

"T/1~-se are servic;s that ari· ;~o.·t ;j/ered) ){g~;iini ei~e.·.-: ... 
The.i-:°e :s-ki,!d of a vozd; anci't!Ja(?s· where''A,~e~iC~rps 
come~ in. •: . • • • • • • ·-:: :1-·' ·,. :\ •• 

• ~- ~ ; •. • • _-: Jay Ma·~, ~ort;D-~~~l~ -~::~coi'ps ~i,~;o, ·-; 
• :• • ••• ... I • •/,;".< ' r<••~~,:3':•~:.;\: .,>.\•>j :_:••., ' ... , .. •: • ~ 

the e::perience and the scholarship.· 
Thone who complete 1,700 hours of 

community work during nine months 
In the program earn a $4,725 grant, 
said Ja; Mar, manager of the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service Lake 
Agassiz Regional Council in Fargo. Mar 
is directing the ArncriCorps project In 
North Dakota this year. 

The grant can be used to pay tui,<lon 
or to pay off student loans. 

Bosch, 19, and Krumwiede, 21, arc 
two of five people In North Dakota 
working In Amer!Corps this year. 

In North Dakota, AmcriCorps is run 
through the conservation service. The 
program's main objective this year is 
to increase awareness in rural commu• 

nltles and on farms • particularly In 
the southeastern part of the state • of 
the need for protecting ground and 
surface water from contamination. 

That involves identifying potential 
sources of contamination both on · 
fa rms and in towns, and documenting 
those sources, Krumwiede said. 

"We put all that on a map, in case 
there was ever an accident," she said. 
"The town would then come up with a 
plan of what they would do In that sit· 
uation.• . 

Identifying possible sources of con­
tamination means a lot of knocking on 
doors and asking questions, Bosch said. 

"A lot Is with farmers , and I can 
relate there," said Bosch, who grew up 

on · a farm . "That helps. If a vehicle 
with government plates pulls up, ·you 
never know what farmers will think .. • 

The AmerlCorps members are also 
helping ranchers in the southeastern 
part of the state implement proper 
grazing management . plans. They're 
doing that by spqnsorlng workshops 
and by doing Inventories of field plant 
species for ranchers. 

Communities can request workers 
for local projects, Mar said. 

"These are services that are not 
offered by anyone else," . he said. 
"There's kind of a void, and that's 
where Amer!Corps comes in and pro­
vides assistance. And the beauty of the 
program Is .. . AmeriCorps does not 
charge the community.• • 
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H0111e & Gclrdt::D 
Clear brush now 
for '95 fire season 

Ha\'c you looked Around your 
properly l111ely and wondered 
how (n~I th~ bru~h would burn in 
11 1,-iltl"re'? Did )' 011 know 1h011111 
11t:1(;' of hru~h 1h01 I~ I.~ to 20 
)1· ;1r, 111 11 pr,1d11t: ,· , -:! <i ' ""' 11r 
t'11C'I'! lJ \' t:ll lltl i1'I . ;111 lll'l't' \\I 

gr;1ss pr~dUCI!~ only OllC '"" or 
ful'1. 

Even though the fire sea~on 
k15 11ffklally ended for this )·enr 
In Nevnda Cot1nty, we ~hou_ld 
nn1 ~el 1:ompl11ce111. The wintl'.r 
1:1in, 1vill ~ti1111tlate mot\! ,c~t' lit · 

ti l't:' growth ne·d yenr. 1\-hich will 
f\l~l the inevl111ble wlldfirt•~ in 
the S\lmmer and (1111. 

Every horneowner an(l citizen 
ll\lng In the Sicrn1 foothill~ 
nrcd~ lo l<n1)W nb(lll\ the wild lire 
1hr~'l11. Fire I~ o 11n1urnl phenome­
ll\'" · 1110~1 nflen ~tnrlctl by 
hut11;111 11c111 Iii'!~ . Lnrgt• ncc1.11nu 
lnlion~ of f11tl 11rc found 
throughout our communl1y 11nrl, 
too often, ne11r home~ and 
in1provement~. The tiotentinl for 
n hlgh -lnten~ity ca111~trC'phic 
wil<ll'lrc nht~ <'nch ~11111111t·r 

wi1hi11 011r romn1t111lty . Wildti1'\'.~ 
cnn dc~troy home~ . L.nrge 
de~tructive wildfires hnve 
occurred locnlly 11nd will occm 

ng11ii1. You cnn do rnmcthi11g 
nhout reducing the furl~ 1111d tht' 
f\n• hnrnrd. 

Conservation 
Corner 

Andy 
Lovato 

E~tahlishing zonrs of dde,nc.e 
n1ound your p1op('rly is n com­
n1<1n -":11 ·, c 11pj'1o;l'.'h lo wiltll'i1l' 
prnl •!\ 1 n111 Z r:•11~ nn ,· ,., the Iii ~t -~ 

10 I Ct fr?t n, 011111I lh<! 0111sHle 
Will\~ of the hou~f. . Combu ~1ible 
inalt'rinls in this 1m.1 nre cln,!.' 
rno11gh to bring the ti,e i111n c011-

111c:t wi1h the. building w11II . drrk 
m porc:h . Pluntlng ;111d l1111d ~cnp· 
int? ,:Ir•! he,t l\111i1r1I lo n:1 y ~\I( • 

cu kn I p. r o 11 111k 0 1 ct< . ~ r 11 "c I 
11111lrh1! ~. w11lkw11 ys and gtfl'll 

l:iwn~ . H you h11v1•. 1i111il('d \\ ' O(('r 

sup1,1y for irrig.111011, let ii he 
con~•~ ,11 rated here. 

Znnt' two hcgin~ n1 the 
pC'.rlmcter nf znne one nnd 
C)U•~n,.h 11111w:11d 11bn111 10 lt'tl. 
Pln111s in thh ztlllC' 111;1} h0 11 
comhipntlon of hoth nc11ivc nnd 
i111rod1iced ~rerie~ . Tre_.~ "lllJl 

.he ~" I (I e l y 9 J') AC e cl I O p r C V (' ll I 
crown fir!'~ . Shrubs shoulc1 be 
low growing 0110 Jlldt'rnhly wilh 

11c11111nl 1,re l(l11d , 111 1>11r \\ ' lll l ' t • 

~heds 10 li111i1 IIH· d:t!11:q;i111-' 
effects of wildfires . Thr 
t\rncricorp~ ~,arr will work \1 i•h 
privnre p, 11prr1y PIV11rr •· , , , 

dC'Vrlnp r1111 I l'\'dUl'l!(I!\ "' ·' " 

Thc,e pli111~ 11 ill 1a~(' • •••• 
arn11,111 1lw tk~ir~d 1:111d 11 ·. · , 
1hc ow11,:r~. sud1 ;,~ \1 ·ildl1t,· ,; •d 
fo,es1ry. 

The t\111erk01p i; pr<•1nn1 11 , ~ 

~,ill in ii\ plnnninll s1 ;1ge~. 11 ,,,: ,c 
n ~,rn1cpy i.~ hC'l11g 1k1,cl 11p•. ' ' " 

ll~<hl lh l' l ' 1'1l111111nl l~ . '" ., • ', 

1i 1, 11 111 \\rn 1..inl,' l,'l' 11;1.11 1~ • · · I· 
li111d11wncr~ . 1hc : \ 11 1c ri t, · 1 , , . 

,,1,11'1 i~ lt1ri;1'.li11g " r.1:rt:lin II at .' I 
sh~d . ~pedfi<.'nlly in the •\ 11 :i 

Siem\ 11rea . Tlwy Ill'<' \ookin~ lrn 
l11ndo1, 1H'rs intere~1cd in tlo i11~• :i 
tlt:lllOllSl!Olion prn1ec1. \\ h ,: ,•: 

spet'ifit fuel 111:111111,'t'lllcnl 1•:·. h I 
niqul'\ c:111 he npplicd <'" " 1r 

~ro1111d, monitored , and \t~rd ''" I 
public ed11cntion . By 11~,11~· ;1 \ 

~peci(k wntersht!d, we cnn r\ :II - \ 
u ,, 1 c th ti e ff c c I i v l' 11 c ~ s cd I h •: l 
applied prnc1ic.c~ in contr" ' '' 11 l'..,....:~I 

\ wildJirc.L- ---- - - -·--· ----­
'<'' rite Ne111d.1 ('(\IIIIIY R L' ··· ," , 

f'1111~1'1'\ ntion Dl~l1'1-:1 i~ ;1 ; \ i' 

s.p<.'t·i11l distri cl. ;1,~11.::i111t·d '"' ti• , 
the U~DA n11d ~c ~. 11101 , :111 

h~lp landowner~ wi1h th l'~<' :111d 
other rc~otJrC'e con-:r.rn~ . 11' ·.· n11 

need help with fuel 111n1H'i'." ''' t' '' ' 
or lll'C i 111<.'r ('~tcd in ·' ' '11· ' ' 

l'l' SO\Hcc !opiL·~. \' 01\t :,,. , !h•. 
olfice ui 272-.1417 . 

O':JO 
l\1tdv l .01·nro 11·,1rh /i 1 • /1, ,· 

Nr1·nrln <'011111 _,. Rn, ,·,, ,· · 
( ' ,111 ffrr ,11i()1t D/11 ,-/cr, 11 11 ,.' 11· • 

('o/111r,11 fl/1r('ll/'I /llrlll//r/y, 
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• /Nr,h:edCorps Program may: bring 
SeWe(improvements to Bolivar 
B~ Mffll~t.Y· Srt:]llh • .. . . Stanton· sub.division (northwcsl of but the: job ~f d.eterl]lioing wh)ch 

• ec•,Staff'Wt.ltGr· • • , Cle'-:iland) ·Hills •and Easl Boyle 3rea wrll be ~es,gnal.ed to rece,ve 
• "· ' • subdivi6io~s in Boyle, ·Shelby lhc system will be left up to super• ' ·s-J~ ..... ;-Coun~y -~.~Y socin he· Farms, Isaae Daniels .subdi~lsion . visors. 
seein& -n~ded developments. and· of Mound; Bayou and Hogan sub• . /vea evaluation surveys have 
impz:o,r:ernents in ·r~r~r sewer ~y,. divi,ion of'Mound Bayou." already bCCl'I · conducted in· lhc 
tems',thanJ(S·to ·the-erfortsof.those Rjchard -explalncd that he and aforemenLioned • areas, said 
bo,itn~..,.. • J h~ ·· . new federal Andrea ~·la'tk. cf Ocvcland, the Riehard, adding that he1. expects to 

. - Am~l~rps program: . other team member of the• county meet witJ1 supervisors ... In the nexl 
Ldbrunskf •. Richard, Bolivar, Arrier!Corp~ '. prpgram, will be couple_ of wee.ks" to sec If: they 

, •• :'1 .i · .- •• • ··doohty~itea-·. :!f'dem'o-1er <:"of. the· working Yf.ith . 1'.J,~_B.oJivar County have sculcd on a target area 1n the 
• • Afflcr;iCorps pfogr.am, • explained. Board of S~pcrvisors l0 asccrcain . county for lh6 sc"".cr system. . 

that it:hc ~m wiU be used to money for a, rural sewer :ir:~r. ""I, . Clarinc.e Finley . 'of -Greenville; . 
~eJ~l P.i~~IJ.lt':fynd~ f~r •~d '.assist • • ' ,oordinator with lhc Norchwesr 
:rn : q,e· !:dev.elopment of a • rural MississipJli · .... •· Resource 

•• s~wer.sysrim 'in tJ1c co~nty. • ·. ' Conservation ·and .Developme!ll ~ 
.TJ1~.~01ram, ~hi~ i~ Prc~i1~nt /\tea (RCD) in Stoneville, eon• -~ 

·Cnnedn's ·,natJonal 
I 
scr,11~ 1n1tit1• firmed that the AmcriCorps pro-

• tive 1 'iritended .to address the · fi t 
. nelidn'".s cducation; .human-se,-viee, · gratn WJIJ oeus on rura sewer s;rs• 

pvbUd;s.tety-.and·, environmental te'!l~c arc a nonprofit organi2a1jo~ 
_ncc<f~'.~ -,~h~.'f~l -ltv~l.,a~so· calls. based in the Mississippi DeJta," 

. for-tb.e·1,nnjrc:wement of hv,~1.con~ · explained Finley, who supervises 
.'dltf~:.thtcugh ur:ban for~try, · J .Richard and Clark. "'We are partier 
accor4in& . .to thfor"°'atfon given by ~·, •• ,, • - ipa- lingin'theAmeriC.Orps program 
R~~'rd_. :- : . • : • • - wfth , th~ U.S. Fore.st Service, 
·:J-tq~e~ci: .. ,Ric:h~rd noted, •the. - which . ic funding Lhc program 

progr'Am ~..ym ·. j~itially focus1 ohly : - through RCO." 
•• o.n ·Ob.wf1ih'J· te¢hnicat wlst.ance. 
• wi<:fti tutal · ,~w.ag~ ~yi;tems i,n the. 

•. · coutity.~ --:• :' .•. .. :. 
1 • . ~~~t~now., w.~•111.~•t be work• 

• ini .. : Jm : ,tb~. :-se~e~· syst~ms, ". 
Rithlird a1'1:, ·"Wr:re looking. ,c-

: .j : : • - • 
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AmeriCorps rebuilds 
trails, park shelters 

ly ,.atrlak J. lulllvan 
I.elder Staff Writer 

While Pnsident Clinton c n­
tinue1 to.deftnd hit AmtriCorps 
youth aervice prorram in the 
face of a loomin1 Republican 
budret--cuttina u , the federa l 
program ie aettinr thin1a don• 
on the Olympic Penm1ula. 

A 3t5•mtmber AmtriCorp& 
crew of 1oune men and women 
art thrH month& into a 10-
xnont,h pro,ram to imi,rove pub­
lic recreation facilities in Jef­
ferton and Clallam ,ounties. 
Th• work include• Olympic 
National Park and Quilctnt 
Ranger Ci,trict trails and camp• 
eround11, county park, and pie• 
nic 1helter1 and a city park. 

"When we look back over what 
wt've done eo far, tt'1 been huie 
injult a quarter of the time wt'll 

"We)re doin 
rojects that 
roba Y ,. 

ould ' get 
dorie 
othenvi e." 

Jeff Parker 
project coord at r, 

Narthwe,st Youth Camp 

behtre,"saidJeff'Parker,proj•~t An unacheduled proj ect 
coordinator employed by North- earned crew membeu immenee 
weat Youth Camp (NYC), an .Or- , praiu . Twenty•nina volun• 
eaon•bued company contract.d. teued to help with flood control 
to mana,e the Olympic Perun- inD1cemberalon1theQuileene 
1ula program, River. So:me worked a full shift 

•The crewe have developed a on AmeriCorp, projecte and 
lot of new ski111 and w1't1 doing then 1pe_nt. •ieht more hours in 
projects that probably wouldn't rain and mud hoieting sand• 
eet .done otherwiu ," Parker bags. 
said. 

Tht.t'a trut, •ccorcUn1to Da'\'e 
Johnaon of the Quilcene Ranger 
DiEtriot'a op1rat~on1 1taf'f. 

"The Forest Service no loupr 
has A budget for exteneiva trail 
or camp,round ··er picn.ic area 
maintenance," John10n admit• 
tfd. "AmeriCorps ii retting 
more donetin on, year th.an we 
collld sretdone in flv~yeau with 

Campaian promi,e· 
President Clinton cam· 

paianed for t~e AmtriCcrp1 pro­
,ram, •initiated tbrou.eh the 
United Statee Department of 
Aariculture (USDA). 
AmttiCorp1 wu funded for 
199~·9G, Jlthouih Repuplican 
critics have·.alrudy thre'!te-n,ct 
to remove the 1996 portion. 

Al.,..,., " vear aa:o Dave 

tuition and fee 11 at any coll,ee , 
univeraity or trade 1chool. Ea.ch 
peuon has 1even years to u,, or 
loae the. iflnt, which may alao 
be uetd to pay off an exi1tinr 
federal student loan. Interut 
on a at.idtnt loan i1 deferred 
during. pnaon's J:ll'Of?'&m par• 
ticipation. 

Workers are also paid $7,680, 
wb..i.ch works out to about $4 an. 
hour for the 1,700 net hours 
u signed to task, . 

Jef'feuon and Clalla m 
county's rHpeetive park and 
recreation departments each 
provide at lea1t $25,000 (in-kind 
tervicH, materials , eq~ipm1nt 
or rno.ney)while privb te scurcH 
a.r t fundinc Sl00,000 for work 
don• ) n each co@t)' . 

F~rt Worden Sta:e Park per• 
1on.nel support .the proiram• by 
mal<ina livini qua:tera available. 
The National Foreat Fo\.lndatian 
(NFF) allocated $50,000 to im• 
prove the barraw with new wir­
ini, paint an~ darpet. Vvhidbey 
Ieland Na val Air Station donated 
eu.rplua bed1, dtes,ers and other 
M'nithinga, 

Barracks life 
Some A_meriCorp11 me.rn oer 

are movin1 in.to rehtal hous1n1 
- which is allowed - 10 thoa 
remaininr at the Fort Worden 
barn.ck• have more space . 
Learnint to live with people 
trom different ttp.nic and per­
sonal back,round, haa been ont 
of the p ograrn •• aood exptri• 
ence , ld KevinBrockwe.y, 30, 
a ere l ader employed by NYC. 

"Learning to adapt to differ• 
tnt p,io~l• and thin1s and job• - _ ., ,._ ., ____ .._,_......,.._;,. 

1 
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1emy 
ts and rescue workers 
:e-ra.vagr.d city were 
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magnitude quake. Ja- I 
-asa.it.914,and bopes 
;ted as missing. M OIIC 

ied urgcacy as die rain 
pie buiJdtngs xverefy 1 
500 bllildings were de- I 
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;ctressed I 
(1'ill00 plans to seek Mlft l 
: natioll's immigration 
Y one Times reportcrl. 

UJinlcs OinlOn hoped ro I 
:Jin pl'omising ro mov~ f 
r-,cans ill C.ongrcss are } 
I{)~• especially for ex pan• j 
(1\ • 

1 tial budget documents I 
..iafti.Rg ambitious~- f 
~I \.'1.-hich often supplie s- \ 
I :1 jobs :hat could go t:-· ; 
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AmeriCorps making 
By DAVE MILLER 

Hi-Oesen Sia# Su,tl Write r 

MORONGO VALLEY-- h's 
new od ~ Olakiog ilS mark on 
lhe local co.,.uily. 

AmeriC.,S, die llCW domc:s:ic 
peace oo,ps aealet! by Presidwi 
0--. llas dcSCR residenL<. .tnd 
odtas wi• lillc lof gooh f y !' 
Amaican • Ci Ii tb ra.nk. arn\ 
~ 011 projects ·o "1e M n:~,.,r, 
B:,siJt. 

AMeriC :Orps has n 
work.in o uu rm:1cnta l 1•0 e<.~ 
w,111 • e; . ,m: gu O rnyt'n 
PlesoYt: aflJ }oi.h, :llll ,u-11 
Part( 

c was fnnnau,., ,n 

Ya .md u ·, Th 'I. 111.r 

Ha.t t·.(1 f'll h , l'l! 
yo"•" lq., ,, .t 

~ ,,,, '. '1 l 

., ',f,ut J !t.. 

d I.hi 1'n:~c, • \< 111h 

ut I..J• M tr Ill 

aga 

fn;e t-a Ullf a ll'.tl 

; l M .!' Cf yt:;tfS ·1~ 
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. . •h A,m:nt \1rp 
qttan ,., l♦er•L-:i 

.;tJ a 

lxa, 1 

1,0 "'1,, 

,• ~ v 

TIie ~ -1-ier-..cn crew h<! c t.>ecn 
u:~ 011 u.e Big ~oron~c u ­
ll~ Preserve fur lhe pu: ~ 
v.-e{'b. IJll.ilding MW tr.iils ~ •:. m:aut -
131■i11! .-d ~SICrin£ exJSlL'l';; inl~ 

th.:a! y.~ d:un~d by a :•}-x;~ 
'!:::ruslt, f•~ i.WO }C::US Jg:O. .!!?(! th~ 
~loods •inch follo~ed . 

Tiu~~ 3« .li~o rebuildiny t-r:ii~~i 
..:-::.i t,oyd,,-:tl.Jcs wn.hm the P!'e.i«,.:_ 

., 

Ang, _. " ' ">a m .., 
Am r• ,(,:p· L·r-w t~, tr· o 

\ .1\'J .,.) , bQ, I ,fll .t"l tht'r 
~ m~ r , 11 ,, r > , :! 
of alrn ere •_!.'.~ 

Cre•.- mcmt-..".rs g -..' 1 J ""ti!; .illov. • 
:me~ "'·hi.: n .l'j..!., ..ic Lo S-!. ::.~ ;m hour. 
b3}i,; he;il'J: ::1.--~ :~11er.i~- .lftdchi.ld 
~Jre. ~I.II ::'l.: ~-f .:rmru; i!: 3ll edm:3 -

UOilll :lf.l~'- ;,.'.u:ira: s.: .-~~ ll the 
:nd .:,i J'.:: : -.:.{'(l"°:h1~Jr ;.:n~ !n 

11.t,,, r\ , u 1J tJ'lt' r.. e ,,. ,n1d 
~ t _ tl bonn~ C u•·m~o11 P:u k ,\· ■m 
...,ah:t 

) l•.HH h.J·;e ~{)fle![i :ue i'"..lh 

• farr.~) C, n~ OIi . : tl . 0 1 l h.:rr:, 
Valley, p-br.s IC •end rnikge 3JlC 
ma~r .n ... , J.ldb; .c rr.a.n2sc:r,c:r:tt ; 

• J:ncn '-." ::ld~z- ! ~. of !Je:um-:mL 
plan~ to :1Ui'!lG 2 ~ru-r c .Jlkg.:: ~ 
,nur, 3 !l:i'"1.: _.;,;~--: j.31.; in . .\rt: 
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Lee Countians Complete Year Of Service In AmeriCorps 
Several Lee Countians are com­

ii eti ng a year of service as 
AmeriCorps Members and are "Get­
ting Things Done" in Southwest 
Virginia. Paula Bailey, a 1990 
graduate of Lee High, and Tina 
Fowler work in Lee County. 
Adrienne Carver Perkins, who 
graduated from Pennington High 
School in 1987, is working in 
Wytheville and Marion, VA. Other 
Members in that area include Delton 
Alderman of Mt. Airy, NC; Audrey 
Biggs of Blacksburg, VA; Mindy 
Clark of Marion, VA; and James 
Pratt of Rural Retreat, VA. 

AmeriCorps, President Clinton·s 
National Service Program, passed 
with bipartisan support by the Con­
gress. The program engages 20,000 
Americans with diverse back­
grounds in performing services that 
meet critical community needs in 
return for an award which may be 
used for college, job training or to 
pay back student loans. The major­
ity of AmeriCorps members are 
working in partnership with state, 
local governments and non-profit 
organizations. 

The USDA is running three types 
of AmeriCorps teams in 38 states, 
composed of about 1200 members; 
anti-hunger teams, public lands and 
environment teams and rural de­
velopment teams. 

Paula Bailey works with Rural 
Economic and Community Devel­
opment (RECD) in Jonesville. She 
helps low and very low income fami­
lies and individuals fill out applica­
tions for assistance. One type of 
assistance available is the 502 loan 
program which may involve con­
struction of a new home or the pur­
chase of an ex.isling home which 
meets RECD requirements. Another 
type of assistance available is the 
504 loan program which covers re­
pairs on applicant-owned homes. If 
the applicants are over age 62 and 
have very low income, they may 
qualify for a grant program that 
goes up to $5,000 and does not have 
to be repaid. Several of the appli­
cants are home bound, so Paula 
goes to their residences and helps 
them complete the application. She 
also performs an applicant inter­
view, where the monthly repayment 

amount is calculated based on loan 
size and adjusted annual income. 
After the applicant is determined 
eligible for a loan program, Paula 
works with them and their contrac­
tor until the loan is closed. She also 
works on the repair specifications, 
which are sent to at least three 
contractors forbids. While the home 
is being built or repaired, she ac­
companies the Assistant County 
Supervisor for periodic inspections 
to make sure the work is done prop­
erly. Paula handles the paperwork 
in the construction, contract, and 
inspection processes. 

Paula is in a cluster group with 
AmeriCorps Members in Kentucky. 
They have done clean-up work for 
Mountain Outreach through Cum­
berland College in Williamsburg, 
KY, and more clean-up along the 
Powell River at the Oak Tree area 
in Jonesville, VA. 

Tina Fowler recently completed 
her work with the USDA Forest 
Service and was based at the Clinch 
Ranger District in Wise . She devel­
oped a tourism guide with over 70 
listed sites in seven counties and 
the City of Norton to be given to the 
area chambers of commerce. These 
directories in~lude the name of a 
contact person, interesting aspects, 
and the facilities available at each 
site. The guide will serve as a quick 
tourism reference for visitors and 
residents. 

Tina also made many presenta­
tions to high school students from 
grades nine to twelve. She asked 
students to look at tourism from a 
different angle with a historical 
point of view. She talked about set­
tlers, the hardships they had to en­
dure, and how the area was the 
corridor for western expansion. 
Early communities were safe ha­
vens from both the Indians and the 
British. The students were made 
aware of the fact that their ances­
tors made expansion possible in an 
effort to stimulate pride in their 
area. Tina includes information 
about the effects of the industrial 
boom. She tells her audience about 
things of interest in their area such 
as geological natural wonders . 
People escape from the city life to 

visit here, but we are not quite ready 
for large-scale expansion because 
the necessary infrastructure does 
not ex.ist. Our greatest asset is the 
land itself and it needs to be devel­
oped and opened for more visitors. 
Places like log cabins, RV parks, 
good restaurants, bed and break­
fasts, and lodges need to be opened 
to provide shelter and food for those 
who visit. Tina likestouseexamples 
of success, such as Pounding Mill 
and Carter Fold, to prove when we 
provide a quality, unique experi­
ence, people will come. 

Adrienne Perkins, Delton Alder­
man.Audrey Biggs, and James Pratt 
are based in Wythe County at the 
New River-Highlands Resource 
Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) office in Wytheville. Mindy 
Clark is based in Manon. This clus­
ter group has recently completed an 
outdoor classroom with a Tree Iden­
tification Laboratory for the Smyth 
County School System. This lab is 
located along the Riverwalk in the 

Town of Marion, VA, which is an 
existing path that runs along-side 
the Middle Fork of the Ho! ston River. 
Delton Aldennan, who has ten years 
experience in the forest industry, 
identified most of the forty trees 
which were marked with identifica­
tion posts, compiled the informa­
tion guidebook, and supervised the 
install ation of the posts along the 
trail. Mindy Clark, who has a de­
greein landscape architecture, drew 
the plans for some of the segments 
of the trail and,organized materials 
and workers fbr the sanding, rout­
ing, and painting of the identifica­
tion posts. She reproduced the logo 
in the form of a stencil to be painted 
on the sidewalks, acting as a guide 
to the trail. Adrienne Perkins, who 
has a degree in communication stud­
ies, edited the guidebook that was 
presented to the teachers as an aid 
to using the outdoor lab. She pro­
duced the identification plaques that 
top the posts on the trail. James 
Pratt, who has degrees in Commu­
nications and English, wrote the 
introduction and edited the guide­
book, documented trailwork with 
photography, and assisted in the 
installation, staining and mulching 

AmeriC~- ; members who recent y compete an ou@o<fr-CrasSTUUTll:"'LH 11 ... "'" •v=r•n•~-·-·· 
p • t d left to right-Delton Alderman, James Pratt, Mmdy Clark, Audrey Biggs, 

Laboratory are ptc ure , . 
Adrienne Carver Perkins and Tina Fowler. 

of the posts. Audrey Biggs planned 
the field day celebration, scanned 
the images used on the plaques and 
in the guidebook, and assisted with 
editing. All five Members worked 
together to research information, 
install the 1dentificat1on plaques 
atop the posts, supervise volunteer 
workers, and train the teachers for 
the use of the trail. 

The Grassroots Conservancy, a 
community service organization in 
Smyth County, conceived the idea 
for the lab , applied for the grant 
that funded the project, put down 
surfacing material, paved parts of 
the trail, hosted clean-up days for 
the river, constructed an informa­
tion kiosk, and planted trees. The 
Smyth County Intermediate School 
Science Club and local Boy Scout 
Troops also aided by planting trees 
and painting Riverwalk logos on 
the sidewalks. 

Many other projects are being 
completed by the New River-High­
\andsAmeriCorps Members. Delton 
is working with the USDA Forest 
Service to install timber bndges in 
Southwest Virginia. James is com­
piling information for a Specialty 
Forest Products Industry Directory 
of Southwest Virginia . Audrey is 
coordinating outreach for several 
natural resource committees with 
newsletters. Adrienne is preparing 
presentations to encourage proper 
forest utilization, shooting video 
footage for a Jefferson National 
Forest publicity video, and writing 
and editing a forestry committee 
newsletter. 

Paula Bailey 



Tina Wright-Swinton committed 
to serve Marion County community 
through AmeriCorps pilot program 
By TOOD SHIFFLET 
SZ.~E~• 

Tina Wright-Swinton is young, 
energetic and she wants to 
help. Even more, she has 
promised to get things done. 

AmeriCorps, a pilot program 
initiated by the Clinton 
Administration, is allowing 
Mrs. Wright-Swinton the 
opportunity to serve her 
~unity. She can serve a 
one-year term of community 
aervi~ and for her 
commitment, receive money to 
Pay oft a colleee loan or tuition. 

i ; 
She is the AmeriCorps 
representll,tive for Marion 
County and will be aaaisting 
low-to-moderate income 
individuals in the county to 
1lPflU8 their housing. She will 
alto be uaiatina school-age 
children in after-school 
prc,eram1. 

"I'll be aoini door-to-door 
findinr out wetly what's 
happening in Marion County. 
It'1 SD outreach program to 
tarpl low and moderate 
income housinc reaidenta. And 
I will be working •• the Marion 
Student Enrichment Center 
with atudenta in grades one to 
eight• to do well in school - as 
mentor and tutor: said Mrs. 
Wright-Swinton. 26. 

A conaervative eatimate 
identifiea over three percent of 
the hOUleholdt in Marion 
Coun~ with no plumbing. Thia 
ia time time■ the national 
aver9i1!. Marion County hu 
one vi the hicheat levels of su1> 
standard hooling in South 
Carolina, according to her 
project and miaion statement 
for Marion County. 

Mn. Wright.Swinton said she 
will be working with the 
Farmer■' Home Administration 
a, an outreach penon. She will 
be identifying those residential 
homes which are in financial 
need and connecting them with 
programs which can help. She 
alao plans to initiate an 
educational service for the 
proer,un ao that housing 
improvements will be long­
term. 

• A lot of people in rural Marion 
County are not apt for change," 

she said. "The challenge is 
going to be finding and 
connecting with the people out 
there who need resources ... 
helping people find out what 
programs are out there." 

She said she will primarily be 
working with identifying 
residents and connecting them 
with loans and other assistance 
programs provided by FmHA, 
but will also be working with 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture's Rural 
Development Administration,_ 
Marion County government, 
Marion County community 
senice and the Pee Dee 
Regional Council of • 1 

Governments. Agepcies whic~ 
'f,'iil be helping with assistance 
~ude the FmJL\ Habitat far 
humanity and various other 
lousing and urban . 
development programs. Some 
of her resources include the , 
Clemson Extension Service, the 
Marion County Planning 
Department and Marion School 
District 1, she said. 

"1 have a lot of ideu, but it's 
going to be difficult for one 
person to take on the whole 
community. Once I find out 
what specific problems thete 
are and identify the people, I 
know rm going to need the 
support of others. It's going to 
~ a lot of work and a lot of 
c;ballenaea,9 Mra. Wright- I 

Swinton aaid. 1 l 
I 

he is excited and determined 
by the challetlft. She has gone 
through a number of training 
~sea with the FmHA and 
,4merieorps and plans to be 
effective in her service. 

and the Williamsburg/Lake 
City area, she said. 

Mrs. Wright-Swinton is also 
excited about working with 
students out of the Marion 
Student Enrichment Center. 
The center is a local non-profit 
agency made up of retired 
educators and high school 
volunteers. She will be working 

AMBRI~ U'DGE 

lwillta~.r{'oMfor 
~ ·-1~,..,,.. 
peoplest/i,,~ad 
lttallhleT. I I 

to stem the tide of high school 
drop-outa in Marion County, 
and nurturing their desire for 
an education. 

A Marion native, Mn. Wright­

t 

"I think it's an excellent , 

' - Swinton will receive a living 
allowance for her one year of 
service, plus an educational 
award. She is a graduate of 
Coastal Carolina University 
with a degree in Business 
Administration. She has 

PJ'Oil'8ID • community service to 
pay for an education. I know -~ 
am a people-penon, and having 
an opportunity to interact and 
help somebody makes me feel 
realty blessed," she said. 

Mn. Wright.Swinton said her. 
AmeriCorpa colleagues in 
different counties in the 
country are concentrating on 
ptrerent projects. Each county 
has it's own specific priority. 
Counties in South Carolina 
which have the advantage of an 
,4.mericorp representative 
4lclude Allendale, Denmark, 
~rangeburg,Santeef4mches 

worked with the Department of 
Social Services, the South 
Carolina Employment 
Commission and Fleet 
Funding, all of which relate t.o 
her Americorp service position . 

Marion County Administrator 
Pete Rogers will act as her 
supervi_sor. 

Anyone seeking more 
information about AmeriCorps 
can call l-800-880-4183. 

■ I 
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Agriculture chief praises 
AmeriCorps in area visit 
By DAVID WAHLBERG 
Sun StorfWritcr 

L YTU: Cltl•~l!:K - Dion Tru· 
jillo led acting U.S. J\gricultun: 
Secretary Richard Rominger 
along o nalure Lrail that Trufillo 
and olh0.r Amc.riCorps met11bers 
had built. 

'' We 're lcnrning about a lot of 
new thin~1-. like forestry and bi­
ology," said :rrujillo, 2R, or Rialto. 

"That's what (AmcriCorps) is 
all nboul." Rorningl•r suid. 
"L~,11·11ini,: while you·re working," 

Romini,:er vi!-dted the l,ytlc 
Creek Ranger S talion on l•"riday 
to tout AmcriCorµs, lhc fr.rlcrnl 
i1ervic:c program crealtid by Pres· 
idcnl Clinton th.il lrns come un­
der fkpublican crilicism in re• 
,;cnl weeks. 

, A111~riC01'1>s nlt>J~1bcrs build 

hiking trails, desi~n m1lure cen­
ters, repair lirc-ravngr.rl arcia;; 
;md planl vcgclalion for a ycur. 
In return. they gel $4,72!l ccluc,1-
tion gran ls. About 20,000 people 
arc participating .irourH.l the 
counlry, 

Rominger . who tcntativP!y rc­
placccl l'ormer i\i:ricullun.! S,!<-rc, 
lary Mike l•::.py lhi,c; 1no11ll1 afkr 
Espy tl•signcd, addressed abnul 
80 Am~riCorps members J~alh­
ercd in a circle outside the rani:cr 
statiun. 

"I foci like l \en Wn.~hington , 
buL l carnc humc tu the best of 
govt!rnmcnt," he i;aid . 

More than 4011 pcopk'-applicd 
for the 80 A1rreriCorpi; jobs in 1hr. 
~an Ucrnarclino Nalional Forest. 
he said. 

"I cl()n·l think anyone l' ,111 ('all 
See AMERICORPSIA2 

Americorps: Trujillo· offers praise 
Continued from A 1 
Lh.:iL cocrc:ivt! voluntccrism," he 
said. 

N~wt Gingrich :.ind other He• 
publican Con~rc;;s leaders have 
critir.izcd the program Oil those 
gruund!i , 

"J\11 oryou h,1ve lakc n govern ­
ment and mndc it you , o•.1.·11," li.o­
mingcr said . .. You 've turned :i 

cunccpt into some solid , pradical 
act ion." 

The t1·a il tha t T:·•j;iilo·~ c:· ew 

built oul~i<.lc the r.111g0r sl~1tion 
will disp)Jy V~lrious plants of the 
nut ional !'orcst. from desert brusb 
to n10unlain wilclnowers. 

" It's ~oi ng Lo l>e a nice little 
plurt? Lu visit and learn rrom," 
.~aicl Scott Gorman. 22, a crew 
member l'rotn Pomon;i. "We're 
1:;<•ill!! lo be .ible lu take our kills 
back hl•re somed;iy anJ :;ay, 'We 
Jid l'.1i s.· " 

Lauren Wl1ilchurch, 24. an 
J\mcri CMps mem ber from S.111 
Ucn1.irci ino , ;;aid he joi nt:!d the 
;; r og r am Lu le..in1 more «bout :o r-

es try. 

"ll·s a chance to learn about 
lhe cnvironm~nt and what we can 
do lo help." 

Uclh /\nglin, who belongs to 
an AmeriC.:orps crew il'l Palm 
Springs, sakl she signed up be­
cause she w~,s tired ofbabysitting 
and telcm.ir kcl ing. 

.. This aives ml! a chance to 
work oulsi~le," saici Anglin, l!l. "I 
love the outcloors," 

J\ominger said he hopes Ame• 
r iCorps gain;; cnou~h bipartisan 
suµporl t.o conlinuc . f. 

,,'!l 's µcopl e pu!'li11g LOgdthc,f 
to t;ic .· le communily problcms1' 
he sa ·u. ·' This is what goven_f 
mcnt should really \Je about " · •1 
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Fuel load project to begin in 
Traverse Creek Watershed 

A team of Americorp members have 
been assigned to the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture. Natural Resource Con­
servation Service. formerly the Soil Con­
servation Service. Their mission: to reduce 
fuel loads in potentially critical forest lands. 

The local team covers the area encom­
p:issi ng El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, and 
Amador counties. The program is part of 
President Clinton's pilot Arnericorp legis­
lation, with projects of community service 
and a motto of "getting things done." The 
program has been cal led the Domestic Peace 
Corps. 

The team members, headquartered in 
Placerville, are working on the Traverse 
Creek Watershed located in the Georgetown 
area. The participants will identify land­
owners and then set-up community meet­
ings and workshops. They will assist in 
formulating individual plans according to 
the various desires and needs of land use 
from limited timber harvest to wildlife habi­
tat. They will also help develop incentive 
programs and assistance funding. 

District Conservationist Jim Kimmel has 
two· Americorp members 10 assist work 
through his office: Aleta Apgar, a conser­
vation educator, certified teacher and former 
viticulturist, and Jesse Haramati, a civil 
engineering candidate in a joint University 
of California Santa Cruz-Berkeley Program. 
They work cooperatively with El Dorado 
County's Georgetown Divide Resource 
Conservation District and Soil Conserva-

tion Service. 
As a team they unite their efforts with 

Cliff Heitz, Auburn ' s District Conserva­
tionist, and his representatives: Geologist 
Carol Rutenberg and James Newman, a 
wildlife management Humboldt State Uni­
versity graduate. Two other team members, 
Christi Lyn-Maison, an agronomist, and 
Althea Brusin, an agriculture science gradu­
ate from Cal Poly, work under the tutelage 
of Grass Valley · s District Conservationist, 
Ron Zinke. The project coordinator is Bob 
Roan of High Sierra Resource Conserva­
tion and Development Area. 

The anticipated success of this project 
will minimize the impactofinevitable wild­
fires. Successful implementation of this 
program will generate more Aruericorp 
volunteers and inclusion of more water­
sheds in the fuel load reduction program. 

The aim of this rural land development 
project is to demonstrate a model of com­
munity interaction, cooperation between 
federal and stale and local agencies and 
private landowners. The reduction of fuel 
loads and fuel ladders to reduce possibility 
of catastrophic wildfires is one of the most 
critical environmental issues currently be­
ing addressed in the foothills. 
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Friends ~n Neighbors 
and otl1 er notable news . .. 

Remember April? The sun started to shine . .. 
on came spring fever ... then more rain! Some of 
us were caught on the teeter-totter of spring fever 
and rain depression. Enough' One person actually 
looking forward to some rain is hay grower Norm 
Yenni. He finally got back into his fields and 
rep lanted after being flooded out for most of I 995 
(and losing his entire crop). Norm dry-farms and is 
looking for "normal" April showers to do the 
watering. While we'd really .like to see Norm and 
the other south county hay and grain growers get a 
break, in this b izarre year of floods it would be nice 
to really know that the rain will be more off than 
on ! 

Sonoma County Sheriffs Deputy Spence 
Martin is targeting sometime in May to return to 
patrol duty after suffering two stokes last fall. For 
the last 3 months , he's been doing light duty in the 
office and. knowing Spence, is probably stir crazy! 
Co-workers and the agricultural community are 
anxious to see him back in the field . While Spen~e 
gears up to go back to active duty , Richard 
Ripken, of R.A. Ripken Nursery, is at home 
recovering from a quadruple bypass following a 
hc:art attack in early April. Richard's giving out 
heart attack advice: ge t a shot of "TPA" which will 
melt a clot in minutes and may help save your life. 
Cou ld Richard be branching out from nuturing 
grapevines to real people? ' Get well soon! 

Can we call Jon and Jan Wright. of Wright's 
Feed in Healdsburg. the king and queen of the slot 
machines?' They just part icipated in their first 
official slot tournament• and made the semi-finals' 
Jon and Jan have their own "Caesar's Gold Card" 
which rings up points every time they pull the lever 
(it's a button. now). Jan says these points add up to 
free rooms. meals and spec ial privileges. Lots of 
free stuff' Maybe we should call Jan the queen of 
smarts instead of slots' 

Congra tulations to \lichael Murphy who is 
graduat ing from Sonoma Stare this month. Michac:I 

is with the Sonoma County Horse Council and is 
Ya-Ka-Ama's farm manager. When asked how 
long it took him, Michael laughed and said he 
started college in 1964! His degree is in 
Environmental Planning. (Now can you see why it 
took so long? only kidding' ) Karen : "Well, 
Michael, what do you want to do with your degree/ 
education?" Michael: "I want to be a farmer." We're 
glad to see he has his priorit ies straight. 

The Governor's Office of Emergency Services 
and FEMA have been churning out a newsletter 
called "Recovery Times". In the April 5 issue, there 
was a little story on how AmeriCorps helped out 
during and after the floods by filling sandbags. 
strengthen ing levees, removing debris, etc .. And lo 
and behold. the picture with the story is of our very 
own Nancy Scolari and Mike Jensen froin the 
Natural Resources Conservation Serv ice in 
Petaluma (ex-SCS). Lisa Woo Shanks sent in the 
photo of them talking with U .S . Dept. of 
Agriculture Interim Secretary Richard Rominger. 
Great plug. this story, except it neglected to 
mention where they worked! 

Whatever you think about government 
workers. think again . At least in this case. At the 
Sonoma County Vineyard Technical Group's 
recent spring dinner and dance, employees of the 
Agricultural Commissioner's and Farm Advisor's 
offices were doing hard labor. Volunteer labor. In 
the kitchen. On their day off were county 
employees. John Westoby·(and wife, Lynn) and 
ch ief instigator Marilyn Vernon, with Farrn 
Advisor Rhonda Smith, all bustin' their buds 
preparing fir.e grub for a hungry group of grape• 
techies. They must re:i.lly care about what they do 
to put in so much volunteerism. Of course, 
complete adoration from the grape industry folks, 
doesn' t hurt. Some areas of government show that 
they really care about the people thc:y serve. 
Thanks! 
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A2 • WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY IS. IMS NEWS AND WfA1HER 

MORNING BRIEFING TOOlr JN IISTORY ■ In 1 79, President Hill)'es sifl,led a bill altawing lemale attorneys lo arg)le 

cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

■ WWII: In 1945, Americart irnanlr}l(nen landed al t.fle southern tip of Balilan. 

NEWS SUMMARY 
Top stories in today's paper 

WORLD 

Stepping awn: The governor or Mexico's 
.Chiapas state, beset by rebel caUs Jor his 
resignmion, steps down. M 

NATION 

Crbne •11: The House passes a rem.iDfl of 
anti-crime spending, rescin<iing a major 
plan passed late las! year. Al 

Peace deaf: The Uniled Stales olrers Serbia 
l\ .-elaxalion In sanctions in return for coop­
erating io peacemaking. AJ 

OPINION 

Unwise aolutioll: A strong ~overnor should 
be able lo set spending priorities , but Gov. 
David Beasley is swingin~ the bu~et ax 
while wearing a blindfold. His "5 pet"cent 
solution" is unwise. AlO 

METRO/REGION 

DSS c.Jtanges: Soci.al services chief Jim 
1Clark outlines • 28-page p.itch for legisla­
Jors that is designed to help new mothers in 

JIM ~ &IAJE 

86. ArwK:orps wt.leers Chad W11■toa. Sherel steYen,Aagl ,..._and s--Mller 
look ~mapa ol L.etdngton c....ty. TIiey .. participating in• preJect to lnapect 80 
datM Ja tile co■llly. • 

moving quickly fro.m the nursery into lhe 
work force arid lo encourage responsibility. 
At 

Dar of Je\le: Valentine's Day (ever fills the 
civic altars. It's not like JuM or December, 
but there's no shortage of nuptials. Al . 

r° ---- ------------------------ --- --- ---- ------- - --- ---
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Damon returns home as volunteer 

- · 
Amcricorp volunteer Alicia 

Damon 
Bv Dan Bustard 

A volunt~er from the Americorp 
program will be lending a help!ng 
hand to three local conservat10n 
groups over the next s_e\'eral months, 
and it is a homecoming of sorts. 

Alicia Damon started working this 
week in the offices of the Planning 
Alliance of the Damariscotta River 
Estuary (PADRE), and she is 
looking forward to becoming part of 
the community again. 

"I grew up in Wiscasset and 
Newcastle, and I moved back to the 
area this year," said Damon, '.'.'.ho 
has degrees in environmental po_hcy 
and environmental education. 
"Working with these volunteer 
groups and the local communities is 
very appealing to me and g~t me 
interested in the Amencorp 
program." . 

President Clinton's program is on 
the chopping block in Washington, 

• ·. . -- . - . 
but the 1,700 volunteer hours Damon 
will be working with PADRE, 
Tidewater Watch and the 
Damariscotta River Association are 
not affected. 

Water quality issues will be the 
focus of Damon's work, Tom Ford of 
PADRE said. Helping to coordinate 
Tidewater Watch's water quality 
monitoring program will be one of 

• those tasks along with working with 
DRA's Stewardship Committee 
developing procedures and a 
computer information base for 
monitoring the more than 15 miles of 
sensitive shorefront, salt marsh and 
freshwater wetlands in the river's 
estuary. 

Once PA.DRE, consisting of 
planning board members from the 
towns along the Damariscotta River, 
decide which recommendations to 
follow from a work plan developed 
by the Damariscotta River Estuary 
Project, Damon can begin working 
on those as well. 

For now, she is starting slowly, 
doing paperwork and familiarizing 
herself with the groups she will work 
with. Her schedule will be flexible. 

"I am allotted a certain amount of 
hours, but it depends on how I choose 
to use them. I could be involved for 
10 months up to a year. It also 
depends on how the sponsoring 
agencies want to use me, and that 
depends mostly on the projects. If 
there is something they really want 
me to be involved with next 
September, I can allot my hours so 
I can have some left," Damon said. 

The draw of being able to work in 
the area is important. "I'm busy 
building a house, and I am looking 
forward to getting back into the 

community. It is better to be workin 
here than in Machias or somewher 
else up the coast." she said. "But th ; 
(Amencorp) is all new to me, so l". 
be spending some time gettin 
ready," she said. 



Factory 
opens doors 
after taking . 
applications 
By Ralph B. Davis 
Editor 

After holding taking applica~ 
tions overthe weekend, Specialty 
Plastic Products opened its new 
Jackson County plant this week. 

Spcciaity held a job fair last 
Frida¥ and Saturday to introduce 
iL'ielf to the community and to 
take applications from potential 
workers. Turnout appeared strong 
on Friday, as 150 people showed 
up 'in the first hour to rill out 
applications. 

The company appeared ready 
begin operations right away. Plani 
production manager Colm 
McArdle said that Specialty was 
targeting Monday as the first day 
of work. 

The cut-and-sew factory was 
expected to begin work Monday 
morning with around ten work­
ers. McArdle said the company 
would then gradually increase 
production until the plant met its 
goal of hiring 100-130 workers . 
. Specialty manufactures mili­
tary apparel for Department of 
Defense contracts. McArdle said 

Please see "Special_!C C?_n p.3 

THE JACKSON COUNTI SUN 
MC KEE, KENWCKY 
APRIL 27, 1995 

AmeriCo.rps members Michelle Humfleet and Tina King inter­
viewed an applicant during Friday's job fair at the new Specialty 
Plastic Products plant. The company expects to hire 100-130 
workers, over half. of which are to · be from low and moderate 
im:ome families. The job fair continued on Saturday. 

-the McKee operation would pro-
duce sub-asscmbiies to be shipped 
to Specialty's other plants across 
the U.S. ' ' • 

·Specialty was feceived assis­
tance with the Joh fair from sev­
eral area, agencies. Representa­
tives from Kentucky Highlands 
Investment Corporation (KHIC) 
and Cumberland Valley Area 
Development District (CV ADD) 
were on hand helping to conduct 
the event'. ' ' ' 

KHIC and CYADD w0rked 
with the Industrial Authority., City 
of McKee· and the county to bring 
Specialty to Jackson County. • 

Also present at the job fair were 
members of AmeriCorps Presi­
dl:ffii<0il'l1on • ~-dv:ulsaw~ innia­
trve.·'Mitheue fi innffee1ran'd!firra· 
Kiilitlconducte'd; !ilrv~ySdf appli­
cants to help the company meet 
community development bloc~ .. 
grant ·mandated goals of provid­
ing jobs to persons from low and 
mode rat~ income f ami~cs·. 
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Home economics - in two languages 
AmeriCorpSf-if) 
volunteer ·vl;I 
helps students _ 

'h 
understand ~f\ 
By Jonathan Bethely 
Scar Tribune Scaff Wri ter 

At Fo lwell Middle School in 
. 1inneapolis, home eco nomics is 
taught both in English and Span­
ish . Y!aria Diaz. an Ame riCorps 
volun teer. helps teachers who 
only speak English teach children 
who only speak Spanish. 

"'T he Spanish kids understand 
the gist of what [the English­
speaking teacher! is sayin g, but 
once we get into groups, they can 
ask questions if they don't under­
s tand ... Diaz said . She sp li ts her 
dav at the school between bili n ­
gual classes and classes in which 
all children speak Spanish. 

When the teacher is done ex­
plaining the day's task, fo r in­
stance. the bilingual class divides 
into two groups. The fi rst group 
dives in to the project while the 
second group listens to Diaz. who 
repeats what was said. 

.-\meriCorps vo lunteers are 
valuable 10 a school such as Fol­
we ll. only half of whose students 
are fluent in English. Diaz said 
AmeriCorps vol unteers provide a 
service that schools may no t be 
able to afford otherwise. 

Without her. half of the 35 home 
economics students might not 
understand something as simple 
as putting apples in a blender. 

Diaz is one of 30 AmeriCorps 
members based at the Brian Coyle 
Communirv Center in Min­
neapolis. They range from college 
graduates to high school dropouts. 

.. AmeriCorps is made to pro ­
vide people with an opportunity 
to serve their co m m uni ty and 
help themselves . It's abou t be ­
longing 10 an organizat ion that 
suppons you."" Diaz said. 

Someday the Unive rsity of 
Minnesota se nio r ho pes to be a 
teacher. The progr_am was the 
perfect op portunity fo r her to vol­
unteer while still in school. 

For some young people. the road 
to college after high school has 
more detours than freeways under-

Star Tribune Photo by !Jerry Hon 
AmerlCol'ps volunteer Maria Diaz helps In a home economics class at Folwell Middle School In Minneapolis. "The 
Spanish kids understand the gist of what [the Engtlsh-speaklng-teacher j Is saying.• Diaz said, "but once we get Into 
groups, they can ask questions If they don't understand.• There are about 350 Amerteorps members In the state. 

going summer construction. 
If Tangene Hayslett 's road 

hadn 't led him to the AmeriCorps 
p rogram after grad uating from 
Washburn High School in Minne­
apolis, he said , he 's not sure what 
he 'd be doing. At 18, Hayslett 
coordinates all youth activities at 
the Coyle Center. 

"You 're getting a lo t more 
than ju.st a check every two weeks 
- you're getting a lot o f d ifferen t 
skills that you can 't put dollar 
bills on,· he said. In addition to 
serving 40 hours a week a t the 
Coyle Center, Hayslett holds a 
part-time job at Rainbow Foods 
to help make ends meet. 

In high school. Hayslett didn 't 
spend that much time worrying 
about his education. At one point 
he was enrolled in an alternative 
school for "p roblem le.ids ... But at 
this school. Hayslett excelled in 
academics and found the incen­
tive to fin ish h igh school. Now he 
sees kids a t the community cen­
ter who look up to him. 

"That's kindofweird because I've 
never seen myself as a ro le model 
or mentor. I really didn 't think I was 
that important to the world until I 

Some facts about AmerlCorps 
► Origin: One of Bill Clinton's leading ideas in his 1992 campaign 

for the presidency. It's a kind of Peace Corps for America. a na ­
tional service pro ject. It started in 1993. 

► Minnesota an&Je: There are about 350 peaple wo~ing here. 1n 
eight programs. 

► The cost Full-time volunteers get a $4,700 education voucher 
and $660 a month to cover living expenses and medical benefits. 
In 1994 it cost $301 million nationwide, growing in 1995 to 
$4 70 million. 

► Critics say: It costs too much and duplicates the worll of the pri­
vate sector. 

► Supporters say: "It's a successful program that I think is benefi­
cial: said U.S. Rep. Bruce Vento. a Cfler from St Paul. ·11 helps 
build a netwo~ that isn't available in most communities. You 
need volunteers to help build a frameworll for other volunteers: 

A 1995 University of Minnesota study found that Minnesota 's 
program had an "impact on individuals. organizations and 
communitie s: The state gets back in volunteer time twice the 
money 1s provides when it matches federal funds. it said. 

came over here. " Hayslett said. 
AmeriCorps members meet 

twice a month to share informa­
tion about projects , but they also 
receive skill6 training in conflict 
resolution. resume writing, diver­
sity training and public speaking. 

Hayslen said he learned orga­
nizingandcoordinationskillsat the 
Coyle Center. 'Tm constantly try­
ing to run programs to make sure 
everything is falling in line. [from I 
s tructuring programs to making 
reservations ." Hays leu said . 
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N 8.tj()'.9~ • serlvice. g.r. 
deserves· co • ued ,~i..•• ·'i. ' 

.. .. 

R. epubllcans in Corigrass ap • . 
ently intend to drag Presic t 
Clinton's nat1onal service p 

· AmeriCorps, -to the federal budg t 
chc,pping~~·· ~ · Al~ough . .. •. ent has gi 
tadta~ to~ther items 
GOP wants to·u; he is drawing ~ 
line at the two-yeaN>ld AmerlCorp~. 
Clinton is right to ~b.t to save hi~ 
young national service program. t 

. Congress shoul(l~~ways ~ 
encourage more nattonal service, noJ 
eagerly awattma the chance to slay ~ 
fledgling pro~ that appears to ac+ 

• ·tually be doing some good for tl?,~ 
CO\Ultry. ,, , . • ,,, ~ /i 

But House Speaker Newt Gtngri~ 
has condemneci the national servic! 
plan as ''coerced voluntarism'' an 
44gimmi.cm" So his. acolytes in th , 
House are falling~ in line am1 
planning the dem18e or AmertCorps. • 

Clinton rode into the Oval omae i 
promis!ns a program of national ser-: 
vice, which had bean •dvocated years I 
before by Clinton'e alliM in the De• :· 

• mocratic Leaderabip.Colfflcil .. Wltll• 1 
out a loto! fanfare, AmertCorps began • 
in 1993 and now• hu a>;OOO Yollll8l)et)- I 
.~JI Wd1ni forJ~ .. •' ., ' 

'TD volunteers work tull- or part· . . ' 

. ., . 
. . ~ ·. 

.~ 
'111ttir.n; . 
... Uiem. 

' .·,•~~ 

a • nti 
~ · 
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that Obt,,, 
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its~· ·. Wip ~ I 
P • ttll· p . 1· 

w ,.,. •·es • 
acrou ecoun: ttdee; 1 

lt provides th with job : 
skills and c ersonal 
valua8; IJld It • J:inan~ j 
cia1 hllpio . . 

OaJy . lld~ . . ,t., .. ,, 
ers • • ~· 
of • • • 
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Jon Srewort, director at the Northwest Service Academy In Corbett, coaches partlclponls In how to operate a 
pump and hoses. Participants will be sworn In Monday as part of a national kickoff. 

Academy produces service corps 
o Clinton to swear in specially trained environmental workers 

h:, LY:--S :\Ah'.\',\ Sll. 
nr Tor Outlook Starr 

CORBETT - Ii w:i.s r:iining, but 
27 ,n.: mb<:rs o( tlJ<: Nonhwcst Se:vice 
.-\ c 1d<my unrolled fire hoses and 
kam.:J how 10 hook l!J<:m up wiih tlJ<: 
corre,t ,·;iJ ,·es and Sla!l a pump from 
the S:indy Ri\'<r. This week. they will 
wl;c a 1<:>1 oo th..!ir fm:-fi:;hlin:; wlls, 
:llld qu:,Jifie r.< may b<: providing rel ie f 
,,, oh,· r'irdincs this f:dl. 

·n-, y :.ore p:in of a national move-
111iL: 111 ,1( conununity•sc.rvio: voluntccrs 
,:,11,, 1 ·\11 , ·ri,·,,,ps. M00<1,1y;- Pn:sio.:nt 
l\il l t ·111111..,n ,,: ill sw~ar 1hc:m in via 
,~,,~1111~ in~ ccr..:mony at Pionc:cr 
Squ:u-, in l\,nbnd. 

Amon:; lh<:m will be Chris Martin , 
IS,,, .. r0nl:u..l . 

" ii w:1., a i;n:at •~•p,onunity to h,:lp 
1he .:n,·iroo111c:ru and i;ct a chance to 
\\','fl ,'14.uskk.·.- ht.· said t.l( his tk'-~sioo 
to join. 

A total of 62 participants have 
er.lined :11 Co~u·s Camp Angelos for 
the past two wed:s. lbeir mission is 
cn\'i ronmental concerns and educa­
tion , said direc1or Jon Stewan, who 
wC\fk~ out of C'olumhi:o Gori;e R.inger 
~ l :1th,ll\ , 

"We ' re Lhe largest pro gr= in Lhe 
<1:01< of Oregon.~ he s:iid 

For the most p:lr1, Lhey will woo: 
on st re am restorat ion some 1reils 
re s1or:itio n, outd oor school and 
Cascade Stream Watch, he said Bui 
fire-fighting also qualifies :is a signifi­
ca n1 en \'iron mrn1 :il need. so some 
te:llll members may be cal led to the 
lint's. h( s:iid . 

FnJ. " · ,~ :JS llx· l:L,t J :1,· ot' u-.Un,n•· 
a l C'amp Anf<k" . From ·now on, ,h;; 
(<{I 11,· , 11lvr, will b,: Ul\'iJ..·u in to lour 
;.:. i...101 " .u,J ,, ,,~ ou J iffcrrnt proj<.."C t:-
1 n ~l u ltn ,,m:Jh , Cl :11..· l..:J111J s 
\\ ": h h1n~h.111 :u\J C l;ul,; ,·\,1 11111 rs. !\:1iti 

11.:.1111 ,1t.,'\\ .!.fJ I h11\~· Kn if_l:1 
l '.:·1: .. · ,i,.1111:- :il:-o cuml· lrorn th1..· 

four counties, with abou1 10 of them 
from S1St County and Doring, she 
est imated. lliey must work at least 
1.700 hours during the one-year pro­
gr.un to get S5,000 good tow:irds col­
lege, vocational school or student 
lo:ins. 'They also i;et a S 156 a week in 
living stipend. 

Most academy participants :,.re 
youn:;. with 77 percent between :igcs 
18 and 25, although some :in: :ii;e 45, 
Knighl i:aid. 

At least some crews will keep 
working in E:i,1 County. This'wcek, 
they will he working 011 rc..,10C11ioo of 
a ~cction of Kelly Creek and other 
projects arc planned with Gresham 
City Par\:s and the Bonne vi lie Power 
Adminis1ra1ion, said volunteer Mac 
Neely. a senior-citizen mentor and 
i;roup spoke:,w01nar1. 

But the academy already made its 
prcSc.·ncc known in Troutdale, when 
the 62 participants wearing green T­
shins swarmed onto lhc field of the 
lm:igin:ition St:ition for a day of labor 
during construction of the playground. 
Although the crew will not generally 
build playgrounds, it was the crcw's 
second day toccmer and a good = 
building experieocc, members said. 

For Anne Mohler, 20, of Ponland, 
the academy hns civen her life more 
of n sense of purpose since graduating, 
besides being n wny to snve for col­
lege. 

" Other jobs I 've had I didn't 
r<!., pecl myself and didn't feel I was 
doing anything useful. Who really 
cares if somebody i;cts their pizza oo 
timcT' Mohler said. '1'cople hetc arc 
so rcspcclful, so open. To be nble to 
~y lh:11 truihfuUy is really special ." 

Uma Tupper, 21, found out about 
the academy whco she wheeled 
through Oregon on a aou-country 
biking trip. She applied and moved to 
Oregon from New Yen. She found a 
room in a shared house IO rent and fig­
ures she can make it oo the stipend. 
She w:irus to pay off guden( lo:ins and 
go on to gr.idu:ite school 

Arie Brady, 18, said he lives in 11n 

:uc.i of Nor1heast Ponland that is trou­
bled by gangs aod <><her problems, and 
the academy is a good chance to get 
away and save money lo .tudy n1dio 
broadcasting, his career goal 

"It puts money in our poclccts, and 
it's good wm." he M. MIi helps you 
to be social instead of aotisocial ." 

Americocps is a good program for 
f)igh school graduates who haven't 
figured out their next career move, 
said Melissa Busby, 9, of We:;1.. LlM. 

AR'lCricoq,s participants Mgraduate" 
July 28, 1995. They can apply foc a 
second year stint with the program 
along with the new appucants, Neely 
said. But two ycnrt is the absolute 
limit, she said. 

West Service 
Academy 

,-----

"Learning civic responsibility by providing service to the community and the environment ... 



\j 
.... 

n 
n 

l 
;i 

u 
J 

Yol4,h Service Day was a real pick•me-up 
Ofttn,we 

hear about the , . 
negative sides •1 

of our society 
mo:rethanwe 
appreciate the 
PO:">itiveneM • 
we, asa 
peor.le, hav~. 
Aprtl 25, 

Josie Lauer National 
Milwaukee Pius XI Youth Service 
High School Day, was a 

reflection of 
the latter. 

Organ.i7..ations from all over 
Wisccmsi.n joined efforts to clean 
up Mitchell Park and the areas 
surrounding the southeast side 
of the city. 

l'arlicipanls from the 
Milwaukee Community Service 
Corps and the Wjsconsin 
Conservation Corps led groups 
of about 10 youths in the 
assignment. About 400 people 
from eight schools and right 
organization~ participated. 

Directed by an MCSC 
member, we were told our 
mission was Nto get dirty"' as we 
deaned the city and had fun 
doing so. 

Jenny Schaaf cleans up a sidewalk on 5. 27th St. near W. Greenfield /#Me. along with Robeno Sauvea, 
Shon Winstad and Royd Shatekwa. They were participating in National Youth Srrvice Day, where kids 

get involved in deaning up neighborhood.<i. 

In our small groups, we each 
ladded different areas - soine 
people worked .on a graffiti 
paint-over, while others 
grabbed rakCB, shovels and 
brooms and began deaning the · 
streets. Each group worked in a • 
different area and picked up 
garbage. It was an experience 
I'd personally do any day over 

deaning m.y room. 
After the few hours of 

picking up, all groups returned 
to Mitchen Pa.rk where we met 
for bag lunches and a chance lo 
talk h, our friends or meet new 
people. The beautiful day added 
lo the pleasure of reJaxing 
outside after a morning of work. 

• After lunch, representatives 
from ~ organizations received 

certificates lor being a part of 
this day. 

Next, we were entertained by 
the choir and dancers from 
Palmer Grade School. This 
talented group provided us with 
a glimps_c of the future, which 
looked pretty bright. Finally, we 
were all commemorated for OW' 

efforts in helping make 
Milwaukee a better, cleaner 

community. 
All over the natio~ people 

unired for a common cause. It's 
amazing what can be done 
when we work togethvr. The 
satisfaction of knowing you 
helped someone, plus the fun of 
meeting people, made th.is a 
memorable and valuable 
experienoe for all who were a 
parto{ it. 

Four honon 
for saving far 
four volunf:el'rs from the 
Milwaukee Community Sl' 
Corps were recognized for 
bravery by Mayor John 0. 
Norquist during NationaJ 
Service Day activities. 

Here's why: Tyrone Johr 
Beauty Wadlington, Givon1 
Thomas and Mauritza Prad 
had just finished communil 
work on March 29 when th! 
noticed smoke c~ming from 
home in Milwaukee. They 
alerted the woman inside a1 
helped her rescue her ninr 

• children from the burning 
building. 

The four yolBlg people,· 
between the age.s of 18 and : 

-- · abo are members of 
AmeriCorps, a national 
program in which students , 
complete 1,700 bows of 
community service receive 
educational scholarships of 
$4,725, said Joel Haubric~ 
develop~nt coocdinalor for 
service corps. Hr said they w 
WOJking o,;t completing th~ 
high school equivalencies. 

"They'll either go to colleg1 
oc go lo MA TC or somdhing 
like that lwith the scholarship 
They've made a decision in tli 
lives to get out of poverty, 
basically, H Haubrich said. 
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Mail Tribune 
Thll Ma ll Tr lb1,ne offers Ill oplnhin page, to allmul;Ue 
dl5c;11sa ion and underslandlng ol !Hues Important IQ our 
commun ity. Ed ilorlal1 In this column rehect the opinions of 
the Mall Tribune. 

Edlt,:,rlal Board 
Gr119ory H. T;aylor, • s b l•thtl 
Wm. H. Manny, E:111or1a1 £am,, 

Editorials 

llob•rl L, Hunter, : c110 • 

John M, M~id, ! xecu:1 ... 0 Ed ,i.or 

National service 
Newt doesn't like federal 

bureaucrats or volunteers 
News item: " '1 am rotatly, u riequioocu!lv op­

posed to notionat .~ervice, ' Ci~rich says. 'IL i.s 
coerced volu.ntari.sm ... It's gimmickry.' " 

- Newsweek, Jan. 23 edition 
News item: '' Heavy rains in we.stern Jackson 

County thi.5 week have triggered some. erosicm, prob• 
lem.s .... A crew from the newly c:reat.cd AmeriCorps 
1wt-ii:maL s~n.,-u:c program ha.s been bui!d.irtg ero• 
sion control strnctu.res in the burned qrea neur 
Ramsey Roa.d, nort1i of Gold Hill ... tryirtg to slow 
runoff on ba1,tm hiLlsides." 

- Mail Tribune, Jan. I l 

:It's hard to knuw whether House Speaker 
: Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., is opposed to national 
: service programs in general, or because 
:AmcriCorps is the one of the raw unambiguous 
.successes President Clinton can point to in his 
·first two years. 
: There are some criticimis to level at a pro­
;gram of national service - one being that it's 
,hard to flnd enough money to make volunteers 
:available everywhere they're needed. But the 
~notion of creating an analog to military service 
·has been around for many years, supported by 
'politicians or all stripes. 

CLl!\TON SHOULD welcome this Gingrich 
assault as an opportunity to contrast what the 
president rightly sees EIS a legitimate, creative 
use of government with the kind of automatic, 
anti-government slashing that Gingrich repre• 
sents. 

There are many lhings the iedoral govern­
ment does wrong. Hut creating opportunities for 
young people to help their country while putting . 
a small amounl oimoney aside, usually to pay for 
college, is not one of them. 

The program does not coerce: States may par­
ticipate at their option, and young men and 
women choose to apply, The list of applicants is 
miles longer than the list of available slots. 

iHERE ARE 38 young men and women at a 
work camp in th12 Applegate Ranger District th is 
winter, working in the woods as well as reno,·at• 
ing structures and parks in Butte Fall!; and Pro­
spect. 

So far. AmeriCorps is a !;'JCcess in America's 
foresls and urban areas. Newsweek found volun• 
teers highly praised and working in such places 
as homes for troubled children - the kinds of 
charity homes that Gin5rich envisions as substi• 
tutes for America's welfare mothers. 

503 955 9574 P. 02/ 02 
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AmeriCorps 
·Keep Ointon crew active 

• EDITORIAL 

T
. he hands-On spirit of President Bill Ointon's - • 
. AmeriCorps enhances the State of the Union as 

well as mid-Michigan. 
l National service corps workers took their rightful 

place in the audience for Ointon's State of the 
Union addre:s Tuesday night 
; Their work clearly demonstrates bow state-feder• 

a1 partnerships help revitalize communities. Their 
labor helps pays off college loans. 
: Last fall, Michigan's firn U.S. Department of Ag­

riculture AmeriCorps crew began helping farmers 
tjmtrol runoff to the Grand River. They identify po­
tential sources of groundwater pollution - a first 
step toward prevention. ! 1 
• l In all, ArneriCorps assigned 15 workers to as5ist 
f~rmers in six watersheds protect their groundwa­
~r. Each put in 1,700 hours for a $12,000 living sti­
wnd, education awards for college or vocational 
ttiining, health insurance and a child-care 
apowance. • 

d
' Watershed areas include the upper and lower 
,rand, Kalamazoo River, River Raisin, Black River, 

Pine River and an area in Leelanau and Benzie 
counties that drains into Lake Michigan. 

~ AmeriCorps should be protected and preserved 
regardless of changes in the Washington power 
structure. A national service program connected to 
cbllege loans remains a non-partisan priority . .. 
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AmeriCorps & San Be~nardino 
National For·est: A Winning Tean1! 

• AmcriCorp.s an(l lhc San 
Bernardino National ParcsL 
pl4fOd hO.SL to Ac\ln0 Sociowy 
or Agriculture. Richard 
Romir,;~. wl\<lfl he went Lo Lhc 
Lyllc Creek Rnn~ct Su11.1on lwo 
wod-..ii.:o, 

AmcrlcaCorf,s on the. San 
scrnarclino Nulion11L· Forest is 
devoted LO public lands and the 
environment nnd ls 87 member$ 
sLrong. l'hc member& come from 
towns all over inlancl soul.hen, 
California and worl on projects 
wiLhin and around their own 
communities , on various 
.lig<.-ncy's'public lands. . 

The. Pr(11:ram is mlldC up oC 
seven crew s that do 
environmental projects: one 
crew lh:n duc.i. more ~{l~i1diz.c<l 
eon.nruction projects on Forest 

- -~ facilltici.. and one crew lhat goes 
-~to sc.:hools to provide 
environmen tal edu ation 
prcsc(ILnLlons. The.re arc also 
Lwo mom bers LhaL serve as 
nillurc ln~rpr~unor5 in Lhc San 
Bernardino National Forest's 
Chitdron's .ForcsL in Running 
Spring~. 

Tho e(JucaLlon crew has 
mombcn prc.tcnun, lhrc~ 
uisiing pro;rams ~o 
olctnGnU1ry sc")lool children: a 
Smokey Bcnr fire. prevention 
proii r~m. one on wilderness 
,wv1v111, ~Ilea Mua-n•Troc: .ind 
a proarnm on habllat 
i11L~rd<.:[l(!nd~11c:e c.~lled 11Habii..1t 
M~ns Home." Eventually, the 
nine members or U1c education 
crew will develop their own 
ori,:in:il I)tcscnLations lo bri.nii: 
consccvnlion messages lo lhcir 
1,700 tar;cLCd claurooms. • 

Sp cc Hi ca 11 y, 'l he 
cn~iconmcntol projects Lh~t 
AmcriCorps is involved in arc: 

• OrlQ0ing construction of a 
n11tivo plunl inlcrprctlvc site nt 
Lyl.lc Creek R11n;er SLlltion; 

• A l)OSl-flre rchllbiliwLion 
project on the 12,000 acre Devil 
Flre which burned in Lho fortst 
in July 1994, This project has 
been eornp!otcd; 

• Grnffili removiil rrom 11. 
highly-used picnic :1r~. Thi$ 
pr0Jec1 ha~ l)ccn complcLcd; 

"' ConsLrucLion and 
muinlcnuncc of n, ilcs of tr:tils 

1 

on lhc Snn Bcrmmlino und 
Clevelond N:alon:il F0rc,1s . . 
YucA.ipa Rcgion.il Park, Joshua 
Tree N.itiomil Park and portions, 
or Lhc Pacific Crcu Trail . on . 
Bureau or Land Man:isomcnt 
l.ln'1; 

.., R'1habilil!Hion of 
ovccus8d recre.1tion arcaA in 
Joshua Tro. N.::itiomil Park. .u 
well as Lhc San Bernardino 
National Forei;t, nnd: 

• Rebuilding picnic 1.ablcs 
for San 'Dcmardino National . 
Forc,l campgrounds. 

M~mbcrs o! the S.1n 
Bernardino National Fon::st's 
A1ncriCofJ)s project nrc hi~hly 
m0Liv1tlcd and many 11re in 1he 
tiro~rum jusL 1&S much for Lhil 
oJ<porionco ns Lkey are for lhe 
54,72.S cducMional .iwurd at the 
ycnr's end. Many n,cmbcrs wanl 
LO hr.come wildlife bio!oglsLs , 
engil\Cors, hydrnlntlSLs , 
Coros1.ers nnd !iro{i;hLc.rs. They 
arc ~cLLing CXJ'IOliUrC LO the kind 
of work Lhey arc intcrc.. .. tcd In DS 
well as exposure LO 5pecial is;ts 
1n those fic.141.s. 

T 
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Crews 
working 
it out 

variowi crews have included rest.oration 
of fire-scarred wild lands, hiking trail 
maintenan~ and g-raffiti removal from 
picnic tables. • 

"It'a hard work and it's aome~g I 
enjoy,• aaid Barbara Hick.a, a 26-
year-old Bloomington resident, who iJ 
part of the naturt trail crew. 

Hiclu, like many AmeriCorpa work­
ers, joined the federally funded •dome•• 
tic Peace Corps• in it.I inA\liW'al year in 
order to gain work experience and earn 
money toward education. The minimum 
age for AmeriCorps members iJ 18, and 
there is no maximum. The enlistee, 
serve for one year, with an option o( 
joining for one more year. The National 
Forest's crewa average age iJ 26. 

AmeriCorps gives 
job experience 
By Lee Peterson 
Daily Bulletin 

LYTLE CREEK - They . wanted to 
work, and they got what they asked for. 

In return for a $4,725 educational 
grant and $4.23 per hour, the workers 
are required to put in 40 houn per 
week, show up on time and put in a full 
day', labor, said Jessie McIntire, a For­
est Service AmeriCorp1 team 
supervisor. After a few months of choppinJ, 

clearing, shoveling and aculpting, the 
parcel behind the Lytle Creek Ranger 
Station is more than halfway toward 
becoming a multihabitat nature trail, 
thanks to a team of AmeriCori>• 
work.era. • 

The trail ii j\Ut one of several 
projecta assi(Oed to the AmeriCorpa 
worken hired by the San Bernardino 
NatioruiJ Forest last October. In addi· 
tion to-1he. trail, taa~ perf'ormed-bi"the: 

Lazar Jack.son of Rialto aa..id he joined 
the National Forest's AmeriCorp1 
becawie he wanted to get more erperl• 
ence in forestry, u a possible career. 
After almost three month.a in the ~rp•, 
the 22-year-old aaid he'• 1ettin1 the 
variety of erperien~ that will help him 
decide exactly what career to punue. 

Shannon McCallum o( San Bernar· 
dino ii aho part of the nature trail 

=Sa AMEB.100~-

AmeriCorpS!from 81 
crew. 'Tm looking forward to 
seeing it in five to six yeara 
down the road when everything 
JrOWS in.• 
• McCallum is alao thinking 
about •re-enlisting" in Ameri­
Corpa next year, aft.er thiJ pro­
gram ia completed in 
September. 
: But members o( the Republi­
can majority in Congress have 
mentioned AmeriCorps as a pos­
sible target of funding cut.I. 
: On a visit to Lytle Creek Fri­
oay, Richard Rominger, the act­
ing secretary of Agriculture, 
was optimistic about the con­
tinuing federal support for Ame­
riCorps, which employs about 
20,000 people nationwide. 

"There are people ~ho think 
it costs too much money, but it 
bas bipartisan support in 

Congress and it'• a high priority 
for the president,• Rominger 
said. 

While there's plenty of sweaty 
heavy labor to do in the 
National Forest, AineriCorps 
workers have been assigned to a 
variety of federal agencies and 
do a wide variety of work. 

The Inland Empire West 
~source Conservation District 
has four AmeriCorps workers, 
who are serving in a variety of 
consulting, surveying and edu­
cational roles. 

Administered through the 
U,S. Natural Resource Conser­
vation Service, the worken are 
helping dairies create manure 
manarement plana, educatinf 
the public on resource conserva­
tion and ~n.sultinJ on various 
environmental project.I. 

Jami Fisher, a Cal Poly 
Pomona landscape irrigation sci­
ence major, u going to school on 
a limited ham thia academic 
year in order to make time for 
AmeriCorpa. 

By working for the Resource 
Conservation District, she said 
she's getting real-world experi­
ence in designing irrigation and 
consulting on other project,. 
That experience will help when 
she start, looking for a job upon 
graduation in 1996. 

"It'a not just going out carry­
ing tooll and doing the hard 
grunt work,• Fisher said. 

The district'• other Ameri­
Corpa members include two Cal 
Poly civil engineerinc student, 
and a Cal State San Bernardino 
environmental studies and geog­
raphy major. 
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~learlng a path to success l , T : lclucatlon 

ohn Soto (foreground) of Indio and Patrina Olvera of 
>esert Hot Springs cut and clear a portiu, 1 of the 
•acific Crest Trail recently as part of an AmeriCorps 

Detert._pllolobyAndyCIOI 

project. The workers provide community service in 
exchange for minimum wage and funds to apply 
toward their education. 

AmeriCorps provides paychecks, pride . 
ly PAUL R. HUARD 
·he Desert Sun 

Karen Perry stretched her 
1rms wide, gesturing at the 
nountains around her as she 
:tood on the wilderness trail she 
aelped repair. 

"This is my office," the 26· 
rear-old Riverside woman said. 
'I can't tell you how proud I am 
>f the work I do." 

Perry was one of 18 crew 
nembers in the regional Ameri­
~orps program who recently 
1elped clear and repair a section 

BACKQROUND:When,why 
AmeriCorps was started I AS 

of the Pacific Crest Trail in the 
San Bernardino Mountains above 
Whitewater. 

AmeriCorps, a national service 
program, was signed into law by 
President Clinton in 1993. As a 
trade.off for a year's worth of 
labor, participants receive mon­
ey for college. 

Clinton said the program, with 
20,000 people enrolled nation-

wide, is his proudest achieve­
ment. But it has come under flre 
from a Republican.controlled 
Congress looking for ways to trim 
federal spending. 

Last month, House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich called the pro­
gram "coerced volunteerism," 
"gimmickry" and waste of 
money. 

Republican Congressman Son­
ny Bono said he didn't know 
enoueh about AmeriCorps to ad­
vocate it being cut, but he said the 

See CORPS/AS 



Corps 
Gontlnued from A 1 
fl.5 billion allocated over three 
years would make many of his 
colleagues take a hard look at the 
program . 

.. It 's apparent there will be a lot 
of sacrifices required in the future. 
Then the quest ion becomes. ·Where 
are the priori ti es?· .. he ,a id . .. If it 's 
just giving away a billion-and-a­
ha!f. then I think it ·s going to be a 
bi g problem from the ge t-go ... 

To man~· peopl e enrolled in 
.-\ meriCorps of the San Bernardino 
:'\at10na l Forest - a regional pro­
gram for Riverside. San Bernardi­
no and Los Angeles counties - the 
program ha s become a means to a 
better life. 

Angie Savio of Palm Springs 
worked alongside Perry . hauling 
rocks into a drainage ditch they 
built to keep the trail from eroding. 

A few months ago. friends ques­
tioned Savio's sanity when she told 
them she would be working in the 
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wi lderness. 
.. '.'iow I can use a chainsaw," said 

the 20-year-old member of Crew 
13. based at the Palm Springs 

ROAD TO SUCCESS: AmeriCorps workers earn 
money for school by clearing a narrow. v. inding 

Desert Sun photo by Andy Gompen 

section of the Pacific Crest Tra il. The program has 
enroi :ed 20.000 since it .began in 1994. 

Bureau of Land Management of- For Information 
fice. " Nobody t~,lls me I can't ~o _o_r _ Am.ede9ru~_the_Sari_Ber- ___ _ 
learn anything. - ---·- ·- • nardlno NationarForest --

Althou~h many mig~t consider this (909) 794-6198. 
opporturuty for public semce the Corporation for National and 
equivalent of hard _labor, the Amen- Community Service: 1100 Ver-
Corps members said the program 15 mont Ave. N.W., Washington, 
doing more for young peopl~ than the D.C. 20525, (202) 606-5<XX). 
jobs they probably otherwLSe would Recruttment This spring, Ameri-
get in fast-food restaurants. Corps will recruit in high schools 

··r could be clearing tables," said and community colleges through-
27-year-old Eve Komenchuck of out Riverside, San Bernardino 
Indio. "Instead, I'll be clearing and Los Angeles counties. 

;brush. Which job do you think is Appdcatlons: Accepted begin-
going to teach me more?" ning in June. Next service year 
~ Called "the domestic Peac_e begins in August. 
Corps" by its supporters, Amen- To participate: Candidates 

:~orps employs 86 people from Riv- must complete an application, 
erside and San Bernardino counties orientation and interview. Mem-

.:_ including five from the Coache!- bers are chosen based on " a 
1a Valley. Participants repair hik- true desire to go on to school, " 
lng trails, remove graffiti from Director Randy Scurry said . 
picnic sites in the San Bernardino 
National Forest and plant trees on 
fire-scarred mountains. 

In return. they receive minimum 
wage and a $4.725 award that can 
t,e used for college tuition or to 
rei: .y an existing student loan. 
They can work in the program a 
maximum of two yea rs. 

Clinton has vowed to fight the 
Republicans if they attempt to cut 
-the $500 million budgeted for 
AmeriCorps in 1995. 

" \\'e need to kee;:- talking about 
!1,J ">\. good the program 1s and ~et 

people to help us get the message 
out.'' Clinton said before leaving 
Palm Springs this week. 

At least one AmeriCorps 

Soto, 29, said he wants to be a 
Local projects: firefighter , a job he learned to ad.mire 

. while working m AmenCorps. 
Bepamnv,v_alking tr'ail!> _~n !~~---~eac.you·re young. juu don't 

Morongb"Canyori-Preserve; re- lGok to the future," Soto said. " I 
moving brush and trees near . . . ,,eed to provide for my family. I 
ldyllwild; rebu1ld1ng trails to _resis, think rve found a way." 
erosion in Joshua Tree National 
Park. 

member said the program already 
helped him choose a career. John 
Soto of Indio rose to the position of 
crew boss since he joined Ameri­
Corps in October. 



Americorps team researches 
resource management plans 
By SCOTT NIENDOAF 
Stall Wriler 

People could say the Ameri­
corps program is President 
Bill Clinton's domestic Peace 
Corps. 

Talcing a page from the 
international program, Clin­
ton has geared up the Ameri­
corpa program to provide 
opportunities to give people a 
way to give back to their 
communities. 

In the four-comers region of 
the western United States, 
there are approximately 40 
Americorps members working 
together in different capaci­
t ies to efficiently develop or 
protect the area's resources. 

Six individuala in Utah are 
under the direction of Kresha 
Enstman of Green River, who 
oversees the Americorps prog­
ram through her position with 
Castleland Resource Conser­
vation & Development in 
Price. 

Three Americorps members 
work out of Monticello and 
three work out of Price. They 
receive a stipend for living 
expenses and a voucher at the 
end of their service, good for 
continuing higher education 
studies or to help pay off stu­
dent loans. 

Locally, the three people 
working for Americorps are 
well-educated in a variety of 
backgrounds. 

Nancy Steele, Helper, com­
es to the Carbon County area 
from Florida via Colorado. 
She collects economic 
development-related informa­
tion and assists the South­
eastern Utah Association of 
Local Governments with 
information related to com­
munity development block 
grants. 

Anna Prawl came from Tuc­
son, Ariz., and wanted to work 
in the Price area for Ameri­
corps after living in Salt Lake 
at one time. She works with 
economic development prog­
rams to research potential 
business expansion and reten­
tion in a rural setting plus 
seeks possible training for 
entrepreneurs. 

Eldon Miller, Helper, is the 
only native to the region. He 
does research on natural 
resources indigeonous to the 
area and the local economies 
dependent on them, providing 
important data in layman's 
terms on agriculture, mining 
and tourism for potential 
decision-making on how to 
utilize those resources. 

The group is located here to 

hopefully enhance and com­
plement existing organiza­
tions to provide valuable 
information on resource man­
agement. Miller haa a mas­
ter's degree in conservation 
and outdoor education. Prawl 
haa a master's in social work 
and Steele brings a degree in 
anthropology to the team. 

Eastman said their variety 
of perspectives will help to add 
a different, less-technical view 
of resources and their impact 
on local communities. 

The program geared up in 
September and the team 
members should be working 
at full speed in early 1995. 

One of the valuable 
research goals the Americorps 
members would like to accom­
plish is to study resource man­
agement plans of various local 
entities, from cities to county 
agencies, to understand and 
explain their management 
plans and how they all 
interrelate- seeking to find 
common goals. 

Eastman said they will also 
work with city managers to 
help identify issues and pro­
jects which could benefit the 
people at large. '"This is a won­
derful opportunity for our 
communities,~ she said. 

From left, Eldon Miller, Nancy Steele. Anna 
Prawl and Kresha Eastman (front) comprise a 
team of researd1ers working locally in the 

national Amaricorps program to promote the 
interests of the lour-corners region . 
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Old habits, new layout: Fair 'confusion' will be fun adventure 
By Andrew Schotz 

ALTAMONT - It's almost as 
if Altamont Fair officials have 
scooped up a ll the venues, put 
them in a cup, like dice, and, 
after a few shakes, tossed. 

But that would suggest ran­
domness, and the opposite is 
true. The new layout makes 
more sense. Cattle with cattle, 
agricu lture with agriculture. 

It was an idea that came from 
the ashes. "It started when the 
grandstand burned down," said 
Altamont Fair manager Reid 
Northrup, recalling the sad 
November night. 

The goa l was lo find new 
homes for 25 commercial booths 
that had always been under the 
wooden seats. "We came up 
with the idea to move the poultry 
to the 4-H barn and move the 4-
H cattle to the big cattle barn. 
We played musical barns ," 
Northrup said. 

Naturally, other dominoes 
toppled. To fi nd the vegetables, 
the show ring, even the racing 
pigs, you can't rely on memory 
anymore . 

For some, the uncertainty 
was laden with anxiety. 

Butch Rossi tto of Connecticut 
has had his food vending booth 
at the fai r for over 50 years. His 
daughter Nora explained that 
the fairs she has been to - the 
last 44 of them - were almost 
evenly split: the first 21 times 
the booth was on the midway, 
the last 23 years it's been at a 
corner by Gate 2. 

Hearing that they were being 
relocated made the Rossitto 
family a little nervous , but 
Monday morning they learned 
of their new home: diagonally 
across from the horse ring. 

Wherever it had been, Nora 

Bobsled coach, 
author steers 
fair in a new 
direction 0 
After fire, 
the fair sets 9 
new priorities 

PrimeTime 
center offers 
seniors comfort 

" 

Demolition Derbies will be held twice this year at the Altamont Fair - at 7:15 p.m. Tuesday, and at 
7 p. m. Sunday, the last day of the fa ir. Fans of auto (lction can also see two runnings of the J oie Chitwood 
Auto Thrill Show, at 2:15 and 8:15 p.m. Monday. 

said, hungry people would have 
found their long hotdogs , Ita l­
ian sausage, a nd steak sand­
wiches. "You build up a clien­
tele ... ," she said. "We have seen 
children have children." 

Consult the map 
The new layout will take some 

getting used to and will probably 
require, for most , several 
gla nces at the free maps that 
will be given out at the en­
trances. But exhibitors and or­
ganizers contacted this week 
said the new arrangement is 
smart. 

"It's the biggest change we've 
had in a long tin'ie," said Dave 
Hillmann, 4-H program leader 
for Cornell Coopj!rative Exten­
sion of Albany County. 

Except for cattle, all 4-H ex­
hibitors will be in one building 
this year, in what used to be the 
cou ntry Rlo re . Where Lhe ~-11 
used lo be is now the arts and 
t·rn fb h11ildi11g . Th e lo~R of 
space - maybe 50 to 75 feet - is 
negligible. Both h11ildings nre at 
Gate 1. 

The 4-H consolidation "will 
present a unified exhibit," Hill­
mann said . It will provide better 
viewing of and contact with the 
a nimals, and will be safer, he 
said. And, "it will help from the 
stalT and vo lunteer standpoint," 
he said. 

With 400 to 450 exhibitors last 

year , the new fesign took some 
thought. "It Hasn't been sim­
ple .... We sta rted in February," 
Hillmann said, explaining how 
volunteers from Albany, Schen­
ectady, a nd Greene counties 
devised a new plan. 

"There's a better chance for 
people to see everything," said 
Hillmann . 

"Part of the anxiety is probably 
the fact that people deal with 
change in different areas. It's 
much easier to stay the same, 
but we need to create a dilferent 
t hing to make people excited 
again ." 

There may be some excite­
ment in the open class bui lding, 
where, if you will, the poultry 
have driven the 4-H cattle. 

As Charles Preska of Delmar, 
the cattle superintendent, ex­
plained , "Everything is turned ... 
People nrr walki11g i11 front of 
the a11imals, not behi11d . Ni11ely-
11i11P JH 'ITl'lll nf Lhl' peo pl n Ori' 
11ol agricu lturally-minded. They 
nre interested in pelting the 
head, nut seeing Lhe udders ." 

Preska sa id the 4-H addition 
will mean about 40 more cattle 
added lo the open group of be­
tween 150 and 175. Two outside 
a reas wi ll each accommodate 
about 30 to 40 cattle, he said. 

"This is something I wanted 
to do for a long time but it 
wasn't feasible," Preska said . 

"The way we have it now, 
there's ;,etter ventilation, more 
ai r movement. We elimi nated 
some solid walls." 

"Last year, " he said, "we had 
a lot of trouble with the heat. We 
brought in some fans." 

Preska1is hopeful that even 
more people will wander in to 
see the more attractive end of 
the li ves~ock. A judging ring 
right on the roadway will help. 
"We had been hidden by some 
concessions. People would wa lk 
by, and unless they stopped and 
looked, they wouldn 't know we 
were there," Preska said. 

Tom Della Rocco likes how the 
new layout has rounded up the 
agriculture in one spot. "There 
is no downside. A lot more peo­
ple will visit .. . We will get a lot 
more exposure," he said. 

Where the vegetables had a l­
wnys bel'n wi ll now be 11 sNl for 
commcrci, l ex hib its. Northrup 
snicl t.l,,. v gl'!.nblrR hnvl' movrd 
lo a lent r hl in front or the fuir 
office. { 

Uella ltoho, I he count.y execu­
tive director for the United 
States Department of Agricu l­
ture Farm Service Agency, es­
timated an increase in space of 
about 50 percent. "We were just 
about maxed out ... ," he said. 
"(Now) we can do a little more 
with displays ." 

One of those will be on the 

USDA Farm Service Agency's 
AmeriCorps communi ty service 
program . Volunteers work in 
the United States, he said, for 
minimum wage plus a $1,000 
stipend for education . Four peo­
ple from Saratoga a nd Albany 
are involved in the program, 
which has gleaned 20 ,000 
pounds of food in the region for 
22 homeless shelters, Della 
Rocco said. 

Dick's chicks 
If you're worried that too 

much has moved a round too 
fast , there's at least one land­
mark you can seek. Dick Lan­
genbach of Altamont, in his 
59th year at the fai r, promised 
that hi s baby chicks will be 
hatching, an exhibit that has 
gone on the last 25 years or so. 

But to see this annual ri te of 
nature, remember that it's now 
in what was the 4-H barn. 

Northrup said that Langen­
bach was among the reluctant 
upon hearing about the new 
plans. But any doubts Langen­
bach h ad were seemi ngly 
erased by this week. 

Having just returned from 
hanging streamers, he spoke 
enthusiastically about the new 
set-up, which will have cages 
two high instead of three high. 
"There are built-in duck and 
turkey cages," he pointed out. 
"Before, they were outside the 
building." 

Anyon e coming to see the 
1,200 chickens, 75 to 80 geese, 
and 75 to 80 ducks , as well as 
the special place set aside for 
pheasants a nd guinea hens, 
wi ll be pleased, Langenbach 
said . "It's completely differ­
ent .... They will be surprised 
and they'll like it a lot better. It 
will be a great improvement." 

The new plans for the cattle 
barn meant eviction for the Al­
bany Coun ty Sheriffs Depart­
ment. Deputies will now share 
quarters with troopers in what 
becomes the police building. The 
state atto rney genera l's office 
nlso has a booth there . 

Sgt. Ch ri stopher Mollard or 
the Stale Police in Gui lderland 
su id t he split hetwecn lhe ln w 
enforcement agencies will be 
nhout hnlf nnd hnlf. 

The Stale Police have typically 
brought a car to show, either a 
Camaro, a Mustang, or the an­
tique patrol car. This yea r lhe 
police will likely have both a car 
- a new Ford Grand Marquis 
- and a new feature : a rollover 
s imulato r that spins a crash 

(<:;ontinued on Page 6) 



MS Food Program -Gl i c kman ,Mspi Bj t, GRE ,0 3 79 
Sunf l ower County Site Of Summer Food Program @I) 

SUNFLOWER, Miss. (AP ) Several state and federal agencies have spearheaded a 
campaign to feed the hungry in underprivileged regions of the Delta, U. S. Agriculture 
Secretary Dan Glickman says. 

Sunflower County was chosen along with six other counties nationwide to participate 
in the ' 'Summer of Gleaning '' program, Glickman said during a v isit to the Mississippi 
Delta last week . Glickman said millions of pounds of perfectly good food is thrown 
away every day . 

' 'I ' d rather see that food put in people ' s mouths than tossed in the dumpster, ,, he 
said. ''Hopefully the community will be able to supplement this program with others. , , 

Hundreds flooded downtown Sunflower on Friday to receive a portion of the 5, 000 
pounds of dry and canned goods being 

I distributed. The food included everything from watermelons to rice. USDA AmeriCorps 
members like LaDonna James, who wrote the grant for Sunflower County and helped to 
coordinate the event, said members are pleased to see the federal government support the 
first-ever ''National Week of Food Recovery.' ' 

''Everybody in the community will_ benefit from the project, although it's targeted 
at the elderly and low-income.' ' James said. 

More than 100,000 pounds of excess food products have been gleaned over the summer 
with the help of farmers and merchants, said Roger Robinson, an MDEZA AmeriCorps member . 

Betty Oliver, state coordinator for USDA AmeriCorps / Rural Development, said the 
12 - week program started July 31, and ''I'm hoping the community will help to sustain 
it .'' She said more than 200 families will benefit from the gleaning program. 

Rosie Binder, 65, of Sunflower, said she is on Social Security and can only stretch 
her monthly check so far. 

''I don't even qualify for food stamps, and when I pay my bills I ain ' t got nothing 
for food,'' she said. ''So this is the best thing that could have happened for me.' ' 

Other organizations that helped to co-sponsor the event are the Mississippi Food 
Network, Eubanks Farms and Lewis Grocery of Indianola. 
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AmeriCo~ps: making a difference 

Of the 46 teams as-
i gned to the U.S. De­

partment of Agriculture 
(USDA) under the 
AmeriCorps program, 
South Carolina is host­
ing three. 

AmeriCorps is the 
new service initiative 
described by President 
Clinton in his inaugural 
address and pur into 
operation shortly there­
after. 

Sponsored by gov­
ernment agencies, 
Amer~Corps provides 
opportunitie for a di­
verse group of members 
from varied ages and 
backgrounds to .erve 

AmeriCorps volunteers John E. Morgan, Ill, and Kart1n Kinard -
test livestock lagoon "!f'Bste water. 

their country while receiving educational 
award and ocational training in return. 

In exchange for their year of service, the t 

participants receive a living stipend, educa- ; 
tional awards for college or vocational train- i 

ing, basic health in urance, and, in some I 
cases, child-care allowances. The program 
also benefits the participants by giving them , 
lasting skills, experiences and training in a : 
diversity of subjects. ' 

Of the three team serving in South Caro­
lina, the Rural Economic and Community 
Development Service (RECD) was granted 
15 members to concentrate on the south­
western Lowcountry of the state. U.S. Forest ! 
Service (USFS) received five and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) j 
received 20. 

from the project area or nearby cou_ntjes. 
Mostly college and profe sional school 
graduates, the members' expertise is 
matched with the needs of the rural commu­
nity they serve. 

The teams work to empower communi­
ties to help µiemselves by developing local 
leadership needed to assure community 
planning activities that help them reach 
their goals. 

These volunteers learn skills in commu­
nity and coalition bnilding, strategic plan­
ning, environmental p~otection strategies 

and communication enhancement. 

USDA 
Overall, there are more than 20,000 

AmeriCorp volunteers in this service initia­
tive designed to addre s the nati 's neoo 
in the areas of education, buman ervice, 

l public safety and environmental needs from 
I • • • 

1 a commumty perspective. 
• The United States Depart,ment ofA·gri• 
culture received almost half of the 2,500 
AmeriCorp lots awarded to federal agen­
cie . Of these, the 40 members assigned to 

. South Catohna are carrying out their as-

I 
signed task. 

USDA was set up by Congre s as a· 
I " ople's department to acquire among the 
'. peopJe,of the United States useful informa-

tion on subjects connected with agriculture 
.. . and to procure, propagate and distribute 

' among the people new and valuable seeds 
and yl.at)ts." 

l Rural electrification was initially set up as 
j apart of the USDA, and continues under that 

agency. 
"Tbe USDA of today is leading the effort 

to bring the. AmetiCorps service program to 
success,'' -said Mark Berkland, South Caro­
lina State Conservationist with the USDA 

"The USDA-AmeriCom.s members will 
1 heJp to plant seed throughout America for a 
l future built upon volunteerism and commu­
! nity service," he continued. [From material 
I gathered by Ar,gi Paulus.] , 

Based in Greenwood and Newberry, the ; 
NRCS put its first group o work on public ; 
safety and community development. They ' ' 
spent six weeks on a road inventory in 
Edgefield County, creating a preadsheet 
database of data that supplemented an up­
dated road map of the county. 

MARCH 1995 / LiVING IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

The second Greenwood group spent four 
weeks on a stream coding project to upgrade 
the tate' s ability to gather information about 
the quality of streams, rivers and lakes. 

Another group conducted a grassland sur­
vey in Abbeville County, while a fi nal grqup I 
visited I 6 farms to conduct water-quality 

1 
surveys in Newberry County. 

The RECD teams are concentrating thei r 
service on the southwestern Lowcountry, 
while the USFS members are centering on 
Williamsburg County. 

Qualificat ions 
Education backgrounds vary for the 

AmeriCorps team members who are either 

22 
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Group tracing pioneer paths 
~ W::' Saunders •our main goal Is hl~torl~I . 

. . - preservation. We've been writing 
Several ,groups ai:e wan~g to make u.s. 25E and dfants to preserve clfferent sites . 

U.S. llW iolo a IOOOSl at~ for Tennessee. .tiJ . . . . - .., . -
The Tennessee Wildemcss Road will lracc bistodc • alo,lg the road~ Also; tlle road WIii 
~~: ~s tut follow 11!C current rou~s, as ~I as bring ·v1sttors to the area· with 
highlighun, area rooc1. 1oc1,~ and eneertammeo( sites. appreciation of the hlstorlcal areas 

"We bavc a lot of _famihcs that came throogll here . . . . - , . . . 
yeari ago when the area was being founded, and DOW .. of Te,w,essee, lncludlng but not llm­
peoplc come througll bue ~8 (O tnlCC lheir. rOOII, •• • Hed to· Daniel Boone. " . 
said Mary Russell, Chach-Powe eso1rc • 
Cooservation and Dcvclopmeat (RC& • • Alncrirolps. -Mary Russell 

The road begins at Elkabelhrown, ~~UN,~ 
Rogers•ille and ends• Cumberland Gap. ~e•re pJan- --------------­
ning a map of the Wilderness Road with historical sites 
on it, as well u food, lodging and a range of other 
ieems," she added. The map is sdledulcd to go to print 
June l. • 

The goal of l>e road, she 5aid, is to highlight the ais­
toricaJ significance of the area. as well as IO bring in 
IOOrism. 

"Our m!lin goal is lnstorical preservatiOll," she said. 
"We've been writing gtams ro preserve diffcreat siles 
along the road. Also, Ille road will briag visitors to tile 
area will appreciation of tbe historical areas of 
Te11oessee, including but no( limited to Daniel Boooe." 

"TIie main uail will auract visitors here inilially. and 
offsboots from the trail will get them inro surroundillg 
counties," said Lindy Turner, Clindi-PoweH RC&D. 

Azea counties that woo.Id be diret1Jy affecied by the 
Tennessee Wildenaess Road will be Claiborne, 
Hawkins and Grainger. 

Tile road program came abou( through lhc combined 
efforts of Oinch-Powell RC&D. Northe&t Tennessee 
T<Uism Council, Fnt Tennessee Developmcot District 
and Middle East Tennessee Tourism Council 

Russel wd the prov,n was based on similar roads 
in Virginia aJld Kenrucky, socl as the Daniel Boone 
Heritage Trail in Kentucky. Such roads aave been 
proven 1o kelp boost economies in the communities 
throuJb whk:h they pm. 

Road signs mar)cjng the trail arc aot in place, but 
Russell said they wiU be posted at a later date. 
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AmeriC orps in Four Corners 
AZTEC - Four AmeriCorps work­

ers have set up shop in the Natural 
Resources Conservation and Develop­
ment office in Aztec, N.M., while nine 
more are working with the Council of 
the San Juan Resource Conservation 
and Development in Southwest Colo­
rado. 

AmeriCorps engages diverse 
groups of Americans in performing 
service to meet human, environmen­
tal, public safety, and educational 
needs in return for vouchers for edu­
cation, vocational training, or loan re-
payment. . 

The Department of Agriculture is 
running three types of AmeriCorps 
teams - an anti-hunger team, a public 
lands and environmental team , and a 
rural development team. There are 
1200 workers in the various programs 
at 42 urban and rural sites nationwide. 

The Aztec contingent is made up 
of Ana Gomes, a natural resource spe­
cialist from central valley California 
specializing in environmental anthro­
pology; Erick Aune, a natural resource 
specialist from Detroit specializing in 
natural resource development; Laura 
Horochowski, an education informa­
tion specialist from Missouri special­
izing m fine arts.They will be focusing 
on San Juan, McKinley and Cibola 
counties. Anothe Americorp member, 

Shantel Farnsworth, is working for 
Rural Economic and Community De­
velopment, formerly known as the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Nine AmeriCorps members are 
working with the San Juan Resource 
Conservation and Development, the 
USDA Forest Service, Region 9 Eco­
nomic Development District of South­
west Colorado, the Southern Ute Tribe, 
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and the 
San Juan Forum. 

Region 9 is up-dating its Overall 
Economic Development Plan. One 
worker, Amy Callard, a graduate of 
Colorado State University with a mas­
ters degree in business administration 
and an undergraduate degree from 
Fort Lewis College, is up-dating data 
through information gathered from the 
Colorado Census Bureau, the National 
Census Bureau, the state office of the 
Division of Local Governments, 
County Clerks and Chamber of 
Commerces. 

The information will be offered to 
the public in written form, and through 
the San Juan Basin's new telecommu­
nications information system, SCAN, 
the Southwest Colorado Access Net­
work, 259-9350. The information is 
accessed by a computer with modem 
and a telephone line. ~ 
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Spike Camping & Other Thrills on the OlYf!Zpic Peninsula 

AmeriCorps: Getting Things Done 
By ~ UdL • Photo1 by au K11U44.1 

Welcome to the fint year of AmcriCorps, a _fcderally­
funded program designed to help our co~unities and 
environment through "national service" (a '4 the Peace 

Corps). This gives a chance for young people to give (and 
receive) education and job skills, while developing a sense 

of pride in the nation in which we live. For the public. this 
means upgraded 

campgrounds and trails that 
conform with the American 

Disabilities Act, an improved ( .. .-:-~~ 
logging economy through -• ·~.,_CP<.11111 

pruning trees for selective " 
lumbering, preservation of ,t 

~ old growth and endangered 
species with projects like 

habitat surveys, and building 
and installing bird and bat 
boxes. It's a program from 

which all of us benefit -
environmentalists and loggers, hikers and fishers, Forest 

Service and the volunteers of AmeriCorps. The program is 
nationwide; more than 22,000 people are involved in 

programs set up across the US, doing work in a variety of 
fields: environmental, public safety, education, and human 

services. The AmeriCorps motto is "getting things done" 
- and that's exactly what we're doing! 

I am one of the nuny thousands of guinea 
pip in this new program. I first became 
aW21t of AmcriCorps &om a newspaper 

ad looking fur people intcrcrud in environ• 
mental issues and willing to work out of Port 
Townsend. My interest quickly aroused, I 
ailed and soon received information and an 
application. 

The Olympic Peninsula program (opcr• 
ated by the Oregon-based Northwest Youth 
Corps, contracting under the AmeriCorps 
umbrdla), olfcrcd housing at the Fort Worden 
State Park, as mall living stipend, and a college 
award of $4,725 after 1,812 hows of scrvia: 
-about ten months. It all sounded 100 good 
to be true: Port T ownscnd was dose to my 
home on Whidbcy Island; I enjoy working 
outside and have always been conccmed about 
the environment; I needed a job because I'd 
been traveling for an extended period, and I 
haven't been to college. so the education 
award was appealing. 

Aft.er sending in the extensive application 
and enjoying a positive preliminary phone 
interview, my next month was spent hovering 
cxpccundy over the phone. As time dnggcd 
on, though, I became convinced I hadn 't 
gonen the job; I spent my hours pestering and 
complaining incessantly to my parents. Imag­
ine their rdief when, two weeks bcfurc the 
job's starting date, the all came asking me to 
report to Fort Worden on November I. The 
all ~ followed by a brief note, describing 
what to bring and where to goon the fimday. 
My next two weeks were spent fruuically 
packing. re-packing. and running around 
buying new things (a nNI job means it's time 
to shop, right?) . 

The day 6nalJy came when I took the fmy = to Port T awnscna to begin our first cwo 
weeks of orientation. I srill bdicvc that first 
impressions arc important, but I no loop 
bdicYcthey'rcalwaysaa::ura1C. ThcAmaiCorps 
voluncccrs that showa! up that day were: so 
diverse. I had my doubts as to whether any of 
us had anyd,ingin common. There were: huge, 
intimidating people and petite people who 
looked like a gust of wind would blow them 
over; there wen: shaved heads and hair to the 
waist, loud, high-energy people and quiet mia: 
in the coma. How could we rcally cxpca to 

work and live together? 
We were taken uptooneofFort Worden 's 

old houses, where all 40 of us were 10 live. 
Perhaps predictably, some of our first lessons 
were in conflict resolution and space manage­
ment. We had to figure out special hows for 
the hackcy-sack playm 10 do their thing 
without disturbing the readers and slccpcrs 
downstairs; quiet hours in the evenings were, 
and sometimes still are, a major soura: of 
conflict. Keeping the ki tchen and the com­
mon rooms clean, too,~ a problem at first. 

Orientation was a good time for us 10 

scope out potential problems and get them 
solved. We had many workshops on func­
tioning together as a team, developing leader­
ship skills, and maintaining cqualicy - les­
sons that hdp a diverse group live and work 
together efficiently. We also played a lot of 
"get 10 know each other" games; we took 
several fidd trips - exploring Port Townsend 
and Fort Worden, travel ing 10 nearby ranger 
stations, doing trash cleanups, and taking a 
couple hikes to learn about old-growth forcstS 
and resident animals. Our fim two weeks 
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.. ~ORTHERN WATCH, THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA, FEBRUARY 11, 1995 

~m~iriCorps, 
will . help at 
Winter Shows 
: AmeriCorps National Services • 

Or&anization enrolleu will work: 
witn rhe Red River Valley Winter 
Shows at Crookston durin1 the· 
Winter Shows Febniary Ii .· 20. _. 
AmcriCorps memben, wcning var-· 
ious ~ymhols of their national ser­
vice pro~. hope IO'provlde ned­
ed help to ensure that events run 
smoothly. . . • • .•. . 

In addition to helpinf out the Red 
River Valley Shows orianitation, 
AmeriCorps will have booch space 
ex.hibitln~ AmeriCorps inConnation 
and descnpdons of the projects cur- · 
rently in progress In nonhwest 
Minnesota. These include the 
Conscrvmlon Outreach project stn­
tioned out or Wan-en, Crook.ston. 
Red Lake Falls, MclnlOSh and Twin 
Valley: the A~~ Recrtation Trnil 
projctt out of Thief Riv« Falls and 
Twin Vallcv; and lhe Ag-Waste 
proj!el out of Thle!Ri~ P:\lls. . • 

AmeriCorps will &iYe a short pre­
scntnt ion at the Education (Emu) 
Semin.v located in the educntional 
Area on Sunday. February 19 at 
11 :30 a.m. daring l.)le Winter 
Shows • • · • ~ · - . · 
. If i~tcrested in !wing. more 
about AmeriCorps and what rncm• 
bert ~e doing in this ~ or find 
out how to help out wilh one of the 
proj~ts. stop by" the AmeriCorps 

. booth at the Winter Shows, c:ontxt • 
the loc:\I Natul'31 Resources Con ." 
serv:uion Service (formerly S_9il 
Conserv:uion Servkc) omce ·to zet 
fun~r informarion. 
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Gommunit1 News: M1d-~1ij 
l A- rlft'IE.5, ~ /34 /6'1./ 

WESTI.AKE 

Community Garden 
Tries to Take Root 

Alon1Z; the stretch or Burll11gwn 
A venue bet ween 3rd and 6th 
streets. young men wur:ng pagers 
loiter w'1'l!y on the s1deW&!k. I.heir 
eyes darting from side to side as 
they boldly approach slow-moving 
~us wi th whistle?"eO cffer.; o' rar­
~o.ics. 

People who !.Jve there ~ay tha t 
gani;? :; contro1 :he s:.reet. a;,ci :heu­
;;ower :;; ev;cer.t :n v:e c:-3.ifit: 
,O\'enng a ·mcst everv ou;.dJ:i~. 
' ~:-ice and wa i:. 

:_·:11.:! recen tiy. a tra.sh-:i.ll ed va­
~ant !ot ;us: so:.:::i cf ::ny .\!a.r:::ana 
Avenue ser\'eci as a hub :or tl'. e 
::e1gh:io:hooc ·s 1. l1c!l act;·:1:1es. 
f~om ciro! t:amacuons a:1O con ­
rumption lO orOSlllUlJOn. 

:Sut little by iiltle. , g-:-ot:p oi 
!<Jcal residents :s wresung con':..rol 
::,i the lot from I.he street~ r-:-·--~~G 
'!!~r.:er.:.s. Ami lS soon as tr.ey can 
~et a fence put u1. they pwi to cure 
:he neighbornooa·s most blighted 
;pot 1:110 i ts bng.t:cest-a comrnu­
rJty garaen and playground. 

··we·re hoping we C31l create a 
safe place for ICJcis. away from all 
the drugs an<i gangs." ' said Mana. a 
:,eighbor who preierred not to g:v.e 
:~ er last nar.ie. A nauve oi Guate• 
::ia.la. she raisea her two children -
:iow colle~e graduates- in an 
apartment next to the future gar­
:ien. which she has volunteered to 
'1 '!1.D maintain . 

• :When my children were grow­
:ng up. they didn't have to deal 
wnh all this:· she said. -- But it's 
:nore dangerous for luds these 
1ays. We want them to have 
: v;:: i::2.::= ·:":,:-•· r:, ... rro -= !" ~hat 
even if ,hey hs.ve to see the ~angs 
and the drug acuVlty. they don"t 
::a~~ to participate. ·· 

Nola Marie_ Mott. second from left. and Carrie Johnston. center. are 
a·mong those involved in creating communrty garden and otayground. 



l 1:-- T/1t1£5 

1 I) /?Jfj) I ertf • 

PAROLE & COMMUNITY SERVICES DI V. ➔ 2136G4l ?2S N0.554 P002/ 004 

Tne lot on which the garden is 
slowly taking shape was once the 
site o( a home where .in elderly 
couple lived .ind cared for ne1~h­
borhood children. includi.cg Mu• 
ia's. But the house burned down 
more than a decade ago. and the Jot 
has been vacant since. 

Last spring, the lot's owners. 
who !Jve out of town but were ureci 
of recetvinr complai.nts about g'O· 

mg~-on at lhe Slle, cont.acted Ram­
pan Division police about oifenng 
the property for community use. 
s.id Nola Marie Motl a neighbor 
who is also a member of More 
Advocat.es for Safe Homes m Los 
-~ngeles. a Westlake-bued corn• 
rnunity improvement group. 

Mott', group h.id been involved 
1:, &n unsuccessful attempt last 
:,:ear to acquire a lot at 6th S1.reet 
and Shatto Place ior a commurutv 
garden. Rampart policema."I David 
Bachman. iware of the group 's 
:atled effort. mentioned the n~w lot 
:o them. she said. 

Joined by several other local 
~C?sidents. Mott's group managed to 
::eg'Otiate a deal with the owner, to 
!ease-the-property on a year!:,, basis 
!or SI a monlh. provided. they 

main t.ai.n 1t. 
"We're planning to have 25 

plots. a communu shade area with 
picruc tables. a composung area 
and a play ~a." said David Ce.s­
er, a volunteer helping the group. 

Expenenced in volunteer worl< . 
Ceaser ;md his girllnend Canie 
Johnston nave helped the garden 
~p acquitt donauoru; of labor 
and m.iteriali. So far. they have 
made cont.act with the Los Angeles 
Conservitioo Corps. which donat ­
ed the tree and have a:reed to till 
lbe land once the area 1s fenced in. 
Ceaser said. 

Finding someone to donate a 
fence rema.Jns an obstacle to reallv 
getting the garden start.ed. he said. 
Afraid that local ruffians will de­
stroy the iruits of their labor. 
neighbors have oeen reluctant to 
begu1 planting without one. 

Already, gang members have 
tagged ,m incomplete mural on the 
retairJng wall at the rear of the 
propeny that was begun by neigh• 
borhood children the day of the 
tree•planung ceremony. However. 
the group docs not plan to paint out 
the graifiti until a fence is in. 

·'Right now. we're trying not to 
antagonize the gangs," ~ott said. 
"They own the s:reet.. we don·t.. 

We wouldn't want to see lhe tree 
chopped down. or the k.lds' mural 
defaced. H 

Allhou~ the group realizes that 
a fmce won 't guarantee puce 
betwten ga.'lgners and gardeners. 
they are hopeful I.hat once the 
fence Is up, the rounl is complete 
and the ,ardrn is under way, 
gangbangers wiU h.ave a little more 
respect for the1r efforts md let 
lheir wOTic st.and. 

Information , David Ceaser at 
(213) 7~-7323: Nola Mane Mott at 
(213 ) 736-4512. 

,.. . -LESLIE BERESTEIN 

------- ----·---- -----
WESTW<E L _-1 -J'Jt'JES 
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ommuruty Garden 
~lf!(Cf5 .,_ ~yfor ~!_anting 
~ l ' . ~ After almost four .months of 
J_,M..i.# preparation by neighbors and vol­

unteers. a community garden IS 

,,~.._--~I ~ readyforplanung. 
-. Jll"9','-- / A.kickoff cel"t'tnOny will be held 

today from 10 a.m. to 1 p..m. u the 
Burlington Avenue Co!llmun1ty 

fJ.J 1 -r Garden on Bur!ingten just SOUtb of 
L,v--t 0,/\).., ~. J Maryland Avenue. The garden 
~ sports new plumbing and lead-free 

to_p!Oil as weU as il donated fence 
~ ~ wtt.h a locking gate. 

~ ,::::::.- \ .• I u . J Residents who Wi!b tD plant 
• .. QI I . flowtts and vegetibles or volun-
~ teer t.o help ct.hers mUSt blirlg their 

gardem.ng tools. Some equipment 
, ~ wtU be provided. as weU as seeds 

0 
I\ t f)~{ iv J Jl"«r comp_ost and pl.ints. • (i\ (A r. ,,., ~ Children and, adult! from the 

....u-e Jt WOR~ neighborhood may .a..lso Part:Jcipate 
C 1 -n in the completion of a mun.I along 

e r... '1"'1,( i< 0 t1 '{ the baclc will of the garden. Paint 
:1 11 1 ft I 2M brushes will be avail.able 

.A _:.,..,, -
ln!ormallon, Oav1d Ce~er at 

( 213 l 721-016 I. 



THE D ESMOI E REG ISTE H ■WED 

CITY/ UBURBS 

Amelia Adair, left, an Oakridge neighborhood resi­
dent, and AmeriCorps volunteer LeRon Leist 

BOB NANDELI/TIIE Rt:GISTF.R 

team up to paint a rai1ing as P.art of National Day 
of Service observances Tu~y. 

National Day of Service draws 
hundreds willing to aid, others 

BYMARYHIU 
RF.OISTF:R STAFF WRm:R 

An army converged on the Oak­
ridge neighborhood in Des Moines on 
Tuesday. 

This army, though, was not there 
to destroy but to build as part of the 
National Day of Service. Their 
weapons were paintbrushes, work 
gloves, shovels and strong backs. · 

The 200 volunteers were doing the 
work that the doi.en regular mainte­
nance employees at the complex 
might not have been able to do in a 
month of Sundays. 

A light rain fell on the volunteers 
as Gov. Terry Branstad offered his 
gratitude to the. workers for donat­
ing their time. 

"I see good things that come from 
(volunteering)," Branstad said. "I'm 
a strong believer in volunteerism. 
Every year I recognii.e strong volun­
teers. We want to do whatever we 
can to support (this effort)." 

Residents in the 300-unit housing 
project worked side-by-side with col­
lege students and with people earn­
ing money for college through the 
AmeriCorps program. 

Ameria Adair, 10, who lives at 
Oakridge, ·helped to paint a metal 
bannister outside an apartment, . 
changing the color of the rails from a 
dusty red to a shiny black. 

"I want to help. I just like working 
with people," sh_e said. 

LeRon Leist, an AmeriCorps vol-
• unt.eer from Oakland, said, "This 
work is about helping others and do­
ing the work that needs to be done." . 
l Leist earned degrees in art and de­
sign and environmental studies at 
Iowa State University last Decem­
ber. She said she will use the Ameri­
Corps grant to pay off her student 

- loans. 
Stacy Doke said she is earning 

$4.65 an hour and $2,300 for co~ege. 
"We're setting an example for oth­

: ers," said Doke as she dug in the dirt 

_ to plant a tree outside the Oakridge 
main office. "Some politicians say 
that this is an overrated type of . 
work-study program. But this pro­
gram has taught ,us much more than 
if we were working on campus and 
just cleaninS? dorms." 

The creation of the program was a 
campaign promise made by Presi­
dent Clinton. During his visit to Des 
Moines on Monday, the president 
lauded the volunteer spirit of Ameri­
Corps members. 

In a written statement provided 
by AmeriCorps, the president said, 
"Every day in America, millions of 
citii.ens rise up and answer the call 
to serve their communities in ways 
as varied as their backgrounds, with 
one goal - to strengthen the com­
munity of America. 

"Rich and poor, young and old -
Americans unite their will to serve 
and meet our nation's most pressing 
needs. Our commitment to service I 
allows us to rise to the occasion and 
meet any challenge." 

============::::::;======:::::::;;;:::=======================-r------------
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OEANUPCREW: Omalml Oaoilffelmu and Dianna Waters ofLIBcola Koop pm la I partlaclotat Omaha's Zorimky Lake. They ltt ID dlt!rl<Condwedt lo !be 
AmeriC«pl~procr-. 

. Sery_i9g Their Country 
- ~"'..!i.' •. f~~-:· - . ~ ~ -;-_ 

Youths Earn, Learll in AmeriCorps National Service Program 
BY RHONDA STANSBERRY 

W()RJ).;EAAU)SfN'F~ 

0 mahan Olad Helmke has sukcd out a future 
Ill natural =recs. And IO gain experience, 
be is turning to Amc:riCorps. 

Helmke. 21, looked for work v,ilh the U.S. Parl:: 
Service but was unsucrcssful. He said ~considers 
him.selfluclcy, thou~ to have worked for the U.S. 
Soil and Consavauon Scnicc. the Papio-Missouri 
River Natural R=r= District and now 
AmcriCorps. 

V oluntecrs in the new o.a tion.l1 service prov am 
receive fieldwork experience in addition IO a living 
stipend. ~al hcalth<-arc bcnefiu and. upoo 
cornpld!OO of 1.812 houn of work. a S4.m 
cducatiooal award. The award IJ\3Y be applied to 
student loans or college tuition. 

AmeriCorps wa.s launched earlier this month by 
the Clint.on administmion. N3Uonv.idc. the 
domestic service coq,s e:q,ccts to cruoll 20.000 people 
in programs gemd toward education. public safety. 

human oecds and the cnvirooment, 
Helmke will be one ol20 people 011 Ncbra.su's 

Amc:riCorp5-USDA cn\'irorunental team. r,.; • 
Dcricboo., project dim:torofTcam USDA~ 
fr,e,.mcmbcr teams will wort in the Omaha area a.s 
..-clJ as three othcn - Lincoln. Norfolk and 
Tecumseh. 

Al.so under the AmeriCorps umbrella is the 
Ncbrasla Commission for Sa tional and Community 
Service. v.'hich v.ill cmplo~· c.3 people to won v.ith 
youngsters between ages 10 and 15 in scbool.s 
throughout the sate. 

Those who v.ish IO apply may coo tact ooc of nine 
community action agencies. the Off ice of Dispu IC 
Resolution in Uncoln or one of six mediation centers 
throughout the state. said Fayette Carpenter. intenm 
dirccu:,r. 

The community service commission focuses on 
youths. Ms. C~ta said. but "there will be no 
u~ age 1imi t Cor the volunteers. 

-1 ~ mu.st be at least 17 and cannot have dropped 
out oCbigh school They also mu.st have a high scoool 

diploma or &gR>C 10 earn a high .school cquivalcncy 
~·she sajd. "And there= oo income . 
guidelines.. Thi.s is oot a poverty program. It applies 
toevcryooc.· 

In addi lion. AmeriCorps has absorbed VlST A. a 
wcll~tablishcd a.nti-povtny program. 

5,:-\·eri t)•five volunteer5 will be hired for the three 
Nebraska programs, AmeriCorps spokc:smeo sajd. 
Iowa 11,ill have 158 p<l6itions, said Jody Heuberger. 
stat< prO!!J:im coordinator. 

Helmke. a pan-time student at the t:ni,·ersity of . 
Ncbra.ska-Lincoln majoring in o.atural rcsour=. said 
he wasted oo time appl)ing when he beard about the 
program. 

AmcriCorps progrom a.re in various sages of 
readiness. project directors said. Marilyn Anderson. 
the Omaha AmcriCorps project SUJ:>C:l"'i.sor and 
Hdmkc's immediate supcmsor, said she bad one 
more position to fill as late a.s wt 'ftCCk. 

Helmkesajd he believes bis 10- IO 12-month 
AmcriCorps stint "will be a great resume builder and 

Pw,,, rum to Pat< 31, Col I 



{ ouths Earn, Learn in Program 
onllnuod from POfe t7 
way to pay for fut= tchooling. • 
Helmle.e's work partnc,r ii Dianna 

Vaten. • 20-year--Old Llncoln miiden& 
,ho is considering changing her oo1Jegc, 
OCUS. She said she had planned 10 maj« 
n F.n~ish but now "probably will do 
ometliing with natural reeoun:a." 

Working wilh Amerieorpl' public 
inds and environmental ICllm will " let 
~ get my feet wet and sc,e if there's 
on>tlhing else I'm interested in doing." 
,ts. Walen said. 

In their first week 011 lhe job, Helmke 
,nd Ms. Waters set lbcir 8IFida. 'Mlrlt­
ng in Omaha ~ rweeping broken 
:lass and g111herin~ litter and answering 
1ucs1J001 fromcunous pert wen.. 

When they worud II Zorinlky Lake 
,nc day, MJ.. Waten wore • 'r-lhir1 
·mblazooed with the AmaiC.orpl' lo,;o 
- an A on a gold IUllbunt surrounded 
,v blue lenenng spelling out Amcri­
.'orps National Se.-vicc. 

Mn. Andcnon said the ArneriCorps 
team ii "the ~p we want demonstra­
ting what wed like to do." Teamed with 
achoolchildren and organiz.ationa, they 
wiU be role models for fut= volunteer 
dToru, she llid. 

A list o( pro~ that will take the 
Omaha team through spring iocludca 
CMl)'lhlng from cleaning public rccro­
atioo arus to planting wellands and 
building fences. 

Helmke said hi, team will help with a 
bisoo projoct in Thurston County in the 
coming weeks. The Winnebago tribe ii 
trying to establish a buffalo nerd u a 
food source that is lower in cholesterol 
than bed, Helmke said. "We'll belp than 
build fcnoca" tooonlllin the herd. 

In winter, the Amen~• outdoor 
work wiU be rq,laccd by indoor pro­
grams that involve schoolchildren in 
environmental issues, Ms. Waters said . 

How to Become Involved In AmerlCorps 
AmerlCorpela lhe Clinton ad­
trlltlon'a,-natlonal ...-.toe ln111• 
-lof~whowlllwo,loln 
abou1400eclucatlon, ~-. -
cial ...-.toe anCI anvironmemal pr~ 
g,a.,. natton.fty. 
Who .. ........., /4rrf0Mwho la 17 
yuraor-.au.s . ol1tzenor 
permanent reaklent and, In moat 
c:aa., • high IChoo4 graduate. 
How can~ Join? Call (800) 942-2677 
to reoe!W an AmerlCorpe NaUonal 
Referral form. All It out and mall It . 

INNe.BRAIKA: 
AmeriCori-,USOA-publle landa 
and ~Of ..,.,Lei INffl. 20 Yot~ 
-.: Comrnunlly Actionof Nebr­
ka. 23Y<>lur-.; and V1STA. 29 
volun--. 
Th,.. lnlar'Nled In worldng wl1h 
Amar1Corpa prOjec1a In Nebr-■ Ihle 
yea, mayoonlACtlheapecillcagenclM 
I~ : 

UtlOAT-
Marllyn Ander9on, 119&-0121. 

Medlallonc.n.r. 
Offloeof Oiapute Aeaolutlon, Un­
co4n, Kath_, s.--.ne. (◄02) ◄71-
3730. 
Uu Scttug,Central Mediation (An­
ter, K,_,...,, (800)203-3◄S2or(308) 
237~692. 
Belay Kosler. Unooln/1...anca_ ._... 
dlallon c.n•. Unooln, (402) ◄34-
9◄80. 

Donna Pamel1, Matro Mediation c.n-
1er. Omaha. (402) ◄44-1970. 
Debora Brownyard, NebrUl<a Ju. 
tk:e c.n•. Waltlllll , (800) n4-0348 
or(402)~78. 
Lori Bunc.ay, Panh.- Mediation 
Center, Soollabluff. (800) 907-2115 
or (308) 1136-2002. 
Julie "'400rN<, SouthMat Neb<­
Medlallon Center, BMIIIOe (800) 837-

7828 or (402) 22:HIOSl . 

c-ntyActlonc.n.r. 
ANoctalion of Community Action 
Agencleo,, Lorrie Beneon, d irector, Un­
co4n. (402) ◄71-371 ◄. 
Blue Valley Communlly Action, Fair-

• bu,y, (◄02) 729-2278. 
GoldenrO<I Hills Community SeMc:es, 
Wisner, (402)529-3513. 
U nco4nAc1ion Program, (402) ◄71 -
◄515. 

Panhandle Co<Mlunlly Services, Oet­
lng, (308) 635-3089. 
SovtMasl Community Action Coun­
cil , Humboklt, (◄02) 862-2◄ 11 . 
Central Community Servlc:ea, Loup 
City. (308) 7◄S-0780. 
GrMler Omaha Community Action, 
( 402) 3◄ 1-8080. 
Mid-Nebr-■ Co<Mlunlty ~ . 
KMmey, (308) 234-2591 . 
North-I Community Action, Ch• 

<Iron, (308) ◄32-3393. 

INIOWA: 
Program coord inator le .Jot1y Heo>­
berger In Des Moines. (515) 281-9043. 
The specihc programs and the num­
ber OI YOlunlee<s being 90UQht _ , 
■ Assoc>ahon of Fannworker Oppo,­
tunity program. live. 
■ I Haw A OrMm Foundation. liYe. 

■ Iowa Coalition Againat OomNt>c 
Vlolenu. 20. 
■ Iowa College and Comrnunlly Ac,, 

lionNe!worl<.82. 
■ Mid-Iowa Community Acllon, 20 \IOl­
unteera. 

■ ""-ICorpa/ 1../SOA publk: landa and 
environmental -.i, nine. 
■ AmerlCorpa / USOArural deYelop­
ment !Mm. 26. 
■ VISTA. SO. 
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Your 9- 25-q+ 
Environment 

AmeriCorps 
Volunteers 
Goto Work 

-Their uniforms haven't arrived. but 
AincriCorps volun~ have bcgul) tack­
ling community-improvement projects 
in the Omaha area. 
·iney have picked up litter along a 

-highway, cleaned two parks. studied an 
outdoor environmental education area 
that could become a model for schools. 
al)d volunteered to help resolve a neigh­
borhood erosion problem. 

They also have begun planning other 
ptojects. including one that ~II h~lp 
members of the Winneba~o Indian Tnbe 
ra1sc more buffalo to improve tribal 
members' diet. 

:"Things are starting to happen." said 
M~lyn Anderson, AmeriCorps' Omaha 

t~~rps is President Ointon's 
new national service initiative for volun­
teers who will work in environmental 
education. socia,I service and anti-crime 
programs. 

The Omaha ArneriCorps team. work­
ing on environmental and public lands 
projects. is based in the U.S. Soil Conser­
vation Service's office at Chalco Hills 
Recreation Area · overlooking Wehr­
spann Lake. 

•Mrs. Anderson said she and team 
members began work last week. They 
picked up litter at Orchard Park and 
Zorinsky Lake Park and removed trash 
along Sorensen Parkway near 30th 
Street. 

She helped mediate a solution to an 
erosion problem in a housing area near 
Cunningham Lake and agreed to bnng 
her team there to clean up litter on 
vacant lots. 

1s the soluuon.·· A;aou says. ··u IJll:: 

·pcot)le don't want us to wage it. ~ . 
better make sqne policy ·changes. 
Ajabu's "soldieri" wear bfack fa~ 
black berets and T-shitu with the 
words "freedom or death. It's _gqt • 
choice." . . 

The threat of violence by these politi­
cal extortionists is real. Recently, ~iabu 
gave an inflammatory speech tc a 
Panther chapter in Wcdowcc, Ala. Af. 
teiward, an arsonist destroyed a high 
school. Ajabu claimed oot to know woo 
set the fire, but added; "Apparently, 
somebody down there unde:tstood ybat 
1 was saying." 1 • ··. , " • 

The question is v.ihcthcr Jong-suff'er­
ing Americans arc going to tolcrate"~s 
kind of gangsterism the second time 
around. For6chind this.Panthcr~val 
lies a remarkable and dangerous ,i.pse 
in historical memory about who the 
original Panthers were. Withoutlhis 
amnesia, the legend would not 'ffavc 
attracted young blacks to the ·-new 
Panther standard. 

The '60s Panthers \VCfe an organized 
street gang with political hustle. AJ 
Hugh Pearso!(s recent book. "The 
Shadow of the Panther,• documents. 
the Panthers under Huey Newton. El­
dridge Ocaver and Bobby Seale extort­
ed the ghetto, brutaliz.cd their ·own 
members and regularly committed 
rape, arson. robbery and murder. In 

• 1969, Panthers reportedly committed 
348 felonies, including all of the a~ 

A 1978 article by New Left r~ 
Kate Coleman in the magazine New 
Times documented several of 'Oiese 
Panther crimes, most of them commit­
ted against inner citl blach. The,.leg­
endary figure o 31 Panlliers 
"assassinated" by police - used bx,:WS 
radicals to shield the Panthers from 
investigation - was shown as early as 
1970 to be a fabrication. In fact. almost 
all had died in the course of criminal 
activities, in conflicts with other black 
militants or in shootouts with law 
enforcement that they themselves prer 
voked. 

In the years since, manv have w:>11tHI . . . . 
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Creek project introduces AmeriCorp~ 
By DAN SWANSON 
New1-Pr111 me n19ln9 editor 

Na11on1I orfic crs arcc tcd an 
\mcn Corps N1uon1l Service crew 
~ork1n1 Mond1y 10 clu r Sou1h 
r,ble Creek 

Paul Johnson. ch,cf or 1he S011 
Co nscrv11io n Service , and Joel 
Bcr1cr or lhe U S. Ocp1rtmen1 or 
\gnculturc viso!Gd lhc crew 10 he lp 
Junch 1he P"'I™" in Nebruka and 
13uonw1dc . AmcnCorps, which 101 

,,ff the ground on Sepl. 12, is 
.: o ns idcrcd 10 be the domestic 
. crsoon or 1he Peace Corps. 

Bcr1cr joined 1he four 
.\mcnCorps workcn rcmov1n1 log 
Jms and dcbns rrom lhc crc,k bed 
,n Notional Arbor Doy Found1uon 
,,opcn y near Ste inhart Park Road . 
There ' s no better way to learn . 
han to work alon gsid e your 
,cmbcn. You don '1 re1lly learn by 
1tt1n 1 in your office 1n 

.V;uh1ngton," he said. 
The Nebraska C11y prOJCCt II one 

,( the first 1n the Mid west and 1s 
1rt or lhe Secretary of Agncuhure 
.l ,ke Espy's focus on he lping 10 
ep:m damage from 1he \ 993 floods . 
V.'lten '"e vmu:d lhc flood damaged 
,res. we promised no1 to ao until 
, c Job was done We ' re here 
-«Jusc lhe Job isn't done ," Berger 
.lid 

AmcriCorps ha.s four branches ,n 
"ebras ka -- Tecumseh . Omaha. 
_1ncoln and Norfolk The Omaha 
!nd Tecumseh branches arc alrcao~ 
n opera tion and lhc Norfolk branch 
~ recruiting for workers Worke rs 
· c paid a minimum of \ 1, anc 
. c: c1ve health bcnclils . The, are 
so el igible for an ed ucat.1ona , 

0uchc r "'orlh S4 .725 10 pa) 1or 
.1uon or school debts. 
Workin g in Nebraska Caty 

londay were Crew Ludcr Chuck 
c1nly of Lincoln. Eric Bartels of 
ccumsch and Theresa and Emi ly 
, cm,an of Tecumseh. Bartels sa id 
; Joined AmcriCorps because of 
c cducauon bcncfil and the cha.nee 
, help the community Baric h . 
ho 1s marT1cd with two chtldrcn , 
J pcs 10 go back 10 col le&e 
cJrs ly said the program 1s a \Ill)' 

, se rv e the country and 11vcs 
;t1 tc ns an ex.1mple of national 
~r,1ce 

. . 

.,...i 
., .. 

. '~ - . ~ 

• :.::~/ .· 
· ,..,. 

Th eresa an d Emily Sh arman, left, US DA d ire cto r Joe l Barga r, Eric Barta la and Ch uck Yaara ley take a break from we 
Monday. Ba rge r and the Ame rlCorpa crew wo rked one day clearing dabrla In South Tab la Creak that had bee n I 
be hind by the 1993 l looda. 

Johnson 1old 1he v.orken 1h11 lhe 
S011 Conscrvat10n Scrv1~c intends 
to build on what they do .. You ' re 
the f1nt acncrauon of this 
program," he said. "This " a 
proaram that will only strenathcn 
in future yean ... He said up to 
20,000 people "' 1II be "ork1n & in 
AmcriCorps by <he end of the fin, 

yur. 
Bill C1\dwcll , a Univers ily of 

Nebn..skil Extension specllhst. was 
also on hand Monda) 10 inspect lhc 
pro&ram. He said he II Sludying 
the program to use u ...,·1th other 
servic e prOJ CCU . ""The service 
component is the la.s uns benefit ,'" 
he said. ""The sp1nt of ,. oJuntccn sm 

a.nd national se rvice arc the th1na;s I 
will loo k for in bu ol d in & 
components. We arc loo k. 1n1 for 
somelhini lhat adds meaning 10 lhe 
lives o : th e youn1 pe opl e 
involved.'" 

Johnson said Amc ncCorps gives 
people the oppon nuy 10 ..., ork on 
the land and be of serv ic e " Youn& 

Pholo by Dan Swar ; 

people • ifUI de•I 10 con1nbu1e . 
they want to contribute.'' he su,: 

NADF employees vc u pcc tc~ 
work throu 1hou1 the w 1· 

d car n1n 1 th e cr ee l b; 
AmcnCorps crews mo,ed on toe 
to other a.r ciLS of the d1s::1..:t 1:'ic. 
by 1he I 993 floods 
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'·:Amer1co.rps proJ~c·L ·, .. 
t .' ~Jprts . wlJh',no_;_~~plft;,,.:, 
I •-~ Pawllczxt' •. • ... matulall.,lfld 1"6, St&tt ~!If Col, 

•. • &mocnt . . . . tea•, the J)toJtol) l~ hott., •~" S?S,000 in 
r.!•··11 • • • : : : • • fcdor&J ~dato adrninl1\tr Ult~~· Tho · . ~Msr:.rr. l,.OUJS ;_•t-mldcnt CUn\on'1 oollep and a!itt ,,cncloi lui~ wf!l olftr 
,:.~ :J\Q .,rt\llvt hnpovulabtd ~kell o( about . $?01000 . In,, auvlC41, IDCl\ldina stafr 

, •• •'-fticnoa: ihrouah ""mmwuty Hrv1~" f ul). and materf 111. . .• : • • I .• •• 

. , ~lie wodt
1

-?'0&f lffll 1dcbd otr 111 Bu St. . R,ufw Wlll)■ ffll,. uoll ~ for, Ult U.~. 
• 'Loul.1.IJJ.t'Wt,ek. at a eo&t of almoo · '22,000 ··soil CoNetvatiou·suvice and~o 
I• ror' eic~ ~f the so Wbtku1-.~ DO \oOa to •th• Sul St. to1.1U propim. ~ ~' 
:·• OIL ... . ., . ., • • .. . . •• . the .Bat:t St, Low.a~encorp1 vol\ll\tem 111 
. , ., {I.pcal"Amerlcorp5 member, •~ Cbejr noc only wi\ho~ o\'C~ ~ ~~ ~ bulc 
1

• ~ 1'f community 'ICMC4 'by .dclivm~ •.• to9l1 u "rake,, I le di&a~.'li'i~. 
uplill&• to a 1ree,nhouN In Jone, Pm arid • • tni,kt, you n, IL 11 

.:;: . • • 

. • wonduini why the proanm had "° lhovell Bu~ he added, "Jt will mi~liu But $.t. 
to ran out. The yearlon, •. federally ~d ;-Louis, ... ~n•iJudj• u1 by wbal we uc now,: 
boitJ.wltur, prouam lnvolv11 ,l.an!J\, \IP.' Com, ,baddn • fW and ,.., • 1 . 

. . ~I)' ~r4. rulorin, 1rtenhovie1, rlWin& ~?m• of \hi .Vr-orkua Nld :lbey h~d no 
wt,in i 1rdon1 and tlood ~nttol. • !ntcntlon or purswna a cmor Iii honioulturt • 

Putttna 30 people on the Job tor a )'Nr ,-,m - the roou, ot tho r,ark'a ~tlon and i 
eo&t fh• Am~rico,p& proanm ·an eatimated . • • • • : 
S6.Sl 10S01 whlch lnc.J'"1aa salariea, supplle1, Set J0Blt1A • . . 

. Monday, October 10,·1994 . aen,vme (Ill,) ~eVt'.&-C~m.o~.at .P~g~./8•~.ctl.f .~; 1,-~ • 

Jobs - - ---..~~-·~ · . . ··~ 
. . . ,· . ,. j.,· . ... .. 

• • • ' ' • ·, •' , · :,· f • • ' · ·;.. 

• need to ttop thi• ~,•tivt criticwii of Ja.ast ~t. Louis,':'•:' 
Continued from 1A he laid. ~lni, 11h11 ii not,.·p~b~c ~~ ~~ tr; 
&UMNft& pro~ - 'but wttt &imply out of worked .h QC( u tduc1tion p~~;,Jt u con;mun.tty~vol~•: 
happy to \avo U\G dl&nco to·cam S4l3 per how. Mem• mcnt. • •· • ,.., .. • • 
ben al.lo can lake act.uuac tJtpanuwonb umucb u • But'M official would expta1ft•~t1y1'o't(t 30 ladi-~ 
$4,72S ea.ch, which will 11\ow some to attelld ~liege vid11all pickin& \IP Ult park& i.r.d pl~tma vegeiablc pt•~ 
CWHI and otben 10 rcpt.y old ed~tloo cWltl. dw WO'Jld ~omicall,Y jump-Nrt t c{l)J ~r. f ~.oqo, · . 

Amaricorps \!Olllllt8'r Junes ~. • S9, of Bast St. tllat is wider state ~1al. control a:id Sf O.O qiU!ioD,inl 
LowuaJd lie took tlle worlc to me. \aJ) his ttworipta\ debt • · • ,; •, .• ;.,. · '· .. ,. ~I" 
Soutkm lllinois Uoivenlt)' at Bdwara.vi\le. "Lee', e~ the po~~vc1" .. W1l~ said of ~'.,i.' 

'Thi• lJ POt SOU'\& to h~lp ~ t,1oc:pt to repay ffl)' loan Amc.rieoq,s ~i?t4 in general, whl;h b.u i\5 rootl m. . 
so J can 1et my pdcs and act in ~er school," he Clinton'• 1'93 •~ to meri"" Wtblivo. •\ 
Kiel. . Tht· EHt 51, Lo\liS proj~t " .ODt or U lt&tcwido 1.·, 

A1).d FloriDe lohnsoii, 45, , Cectreville ,randmothc Amtricorps p:oj,c:ts c:Ofl.ina SJ.2 million. It il tha an.ly,i: 
and W1c.mplo)'Cd ICCO\I.Qtant, uid the and hu busb~ one to be compleW)' fiMnead by f edull money. . "''. 
sipcd up ssot to le.am 111\d&e&J)ing ar Dower lfOWf, Audrey Morg&n, 36, of Ora,ut, ·City wu \he onl)'s. 
but 1110 wt laave aorocUung comlna in. BuiCl!'ly, \ha1 • AmericorpJ mtzn'ocr out&i.~ ~ .$CC-Vocational B&i.!.t. • 
why wt Jolsstd. • cition tndldinl l&at T\iudl),, the ICCOlld di)' ot lhc P.JO-. 1 

TIie BU\ Sl Louis project is twl~ as ~tly u a~ u1m, who lta.ted .n i.Qtorest ='.J)ottieul1ure. • • ~; 
Uar ~s P.!2i!at gt to RCv.rl,iah w.ild1.11ga i.r\7M 11l've a1J"u4' cot the &cbool book stuff', hut l don't_:, · 

. /atciiifuWtn&@ U1 Bolleville beau,.n!Aj us J14. ba~ the hands or&i~ che said. ·, .J 

~ 
ult)', Thi• program 1\t.o will uivolve 30 people, ~twill Sh, wu ~ of a STOl,IJ) tpat wned potted sapline, .. : 

~ ~ cost an otim11ed S269,000. lt rauivoa ctatc, (~ml iz)to I van for dclivtl')' to IOffl Park, wbcrc they were· • .. 
and loc:al fundl. otr,loade.d and atomi, The~• spent tho rest of tbe' l; 

• Sa1&rlea of the lO worken iJi But St. Louie Ulk)\U\\ day a\ sec cbtcluag_pa~rwort. . . 

.• \ 

(,/J'rr\,,. 10 U29,I001 ,Pl\&I S 14 I .'750 in ed~"Oon a,~ta, But MOtPn uid she ~spluad that the Ameri-' •·: .,i. S6S,OOO for ~Id care, sn,ooo in health care, SU JOO QOrpt p:o,nm bad ~t amn,~ .to ~Y h•r 175 a wodc'": • 
to pay tun, leaden LQd S 7,000 in a tru,plantlnc IJUI. el:.lld we oost, u she waa prozmnd. . 1 

Ot1a.nizen of the Americoip1 ~ro,ram IJTJC tha.t 1 :t 
$658,0S0 in tnpa)'U fund, will do mon than bc2111it ''lt'11a&ood~1reybu.&bandla~or would11 
just 30 mcmbcn. n't bf abrc lo afford~ do thl&." ah& l&id. • ·.,1 • 

"Jl't ,01ne.thina po,itivc for E.aat St. Louis tor a And Jui.belle Sanrord, 20, ·i 1992 BclkviU~ Wett". • 
cha.nae." uid Don W&llaoe, a pror"'or at sec: who tiizh School pdu,tc, s.aid, ·'.'l tho1.1gbt it would~• , 
adm1Nc1era the prouam and hel~ 411w up the pt aood dul to beaurity 5ui St Lou.ls, They tell u, thcyif • 
apolicatJon papua. wet w to accent~~ positive ,wt~ tht negative.tJ 

'
1h'1 what Olis eommWtity ne,e.ds \0 aet ioln&, W• Maybe l'll lum 1oroe Jand.,capin&••~U,." " , •. , 



the tecumseh chie.ffain _ 
Thunday, October 6, 1994 -: 

These panlcipaats begaa worlLing tbe aew AmeriCorps pro~m la Tecumseh, 
September 19. AmeriCorps is a commuaity service laltlative created by 
Presldeot Bill Cliotoo. The AmeriCorps program bu beeo established la 
Tecumseh 10d will ~rve five couotles In southeast Nebrasl.:a, to help with 
flood damage and other community bettennent programs.. Participant, Crom I­
r are, Theresa Sherman, EGilly Sherman, Eric Bartels, and Chuck Yeuley, su­
penisor. 



\ 
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Americorps Team 
organized in Tecumseh 

An AmeriCorps Team has been Southeast Nebraska that arc flood­
organized through th e Soil related damages from \993 that st ill 
ConS<rvat1on Serv ice in Tecumseh . haven't been laken care of. The 

AmenCorps ,s President Chnton ·s prOJCCts will 1nclu1.k 1nvc:ntury u( 

national service 1n111at1ve that a llows Nemah a Natural Rc:)uurcc:) uam) . 
diverse groups of people to earn and removing debris trom lhe)c 
co ll ege or vocational schoo l dams . 
scholarsh ips while performing service Another proic:ct will con~1st of 
in a non-profit pr go vernmenta l cleaning timber behind Lied Center 
agency . Amer iCorps is somet imes Creek in Nebraska City . Inventories 
referred to as a "do mest ic Peace of other areas which may become 
Corps ." problem areas. 

The AmeriCorps is similar to the CommWJlty bettermeot 
Civili an Conservation Corp5, (CCC) The AmeriCorps Team will also 
camps that was designed for students ~e lcon:ie any ideas of service projects 
and- . _the . Worker·~ Project involving community betterment, 
Adm101strat1on (WPA) which was they may worlc on in any of the 
created before World War II. counties they serve. 

Accord ing to Wes Pope, the Other AmeriCorps teams will be 
Am~ri~rps create. 1m ~portunity . located at Omaha and Linco\n and 
for tnd1v1duals to do service to their 1'1orfo\k. There 'Nltn,~ n-ve··~bcn'" 
country a nd earn an educat ion a l working at each site. 
reword in return . "I feel it's worthwhile ," it's a 

The AmeriCorps Team in national service," it will help clean up 
Tecumseh will consist of Chuck from last year's flood ," stated Pope. 
Yearley of Lincoln, as supervisor ; "hmay start a grassroots program in 
Eric Bartels, Theresa and Emily which groups can be involved from 
Sherman . Accord ing to Pope , there is year to year," he added . 
a vacancy that st ill needs to be filled . Supervisor of the pr<>ifam 
Anyone interested in applying for As s_upervisor, Yearley will work 
this program can contact Wes Pope along side the other part1c1pa nts tu 

or Chuck Yearley. at the Soi l make sure the: work gc:l) done: 
Conservat ion Service in Tecumseh al Yearley will also make sure thc:rc: ·s 
335-33 16. community in lc:ract1on 1n lh1) 

Th is team will serve the counties program . 
of Richardson , Otoe. emaha . Year ley has served as a regional 
Pawnee . Johnson co unt ies . planner in Iowa, where he was 

Earo a stipeod for work invo lved in grant-wr iti ng, economic 
The above participants will earn a development, water resources and 

st ipend of $7,660 for work ing 1,812 plann ing. ' 
hours over 10 to 12 months. Upon Yearle y is a native of Lincoln. 
completion of the 1812 hours, an "It's a good opportunity to serve their 
education voucher of ~will be country and furth er their education " 
awarded. The voucher may be used stated Yearley. ' 
to repay student loans or to pay The AmeriCorps program is a 40 
college tuition for two-year, four-year ~our week program. The projects 
or graduate programs . AmeriCorps involved in this program are ones that 
workers can work more than 1812 wouldn't be normally be 
period. ' accomplished by other resources. 

Flood-related project. According to Yearley, the main 
The Tecumseh AmeriCorps group goal of the AmeriCorps program is to 

will b e looking at projects in get things done • 
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Agriculture chief prai~es 
AmeriCorps in area visit 
By DAVID WAHLBERG 
Sun Storr Writar 

L 'r'TU: Cltl•;i:;1< - Dion Tru· 
jillo led at:lint U.S. Agriculture 
Secrelary Richard Rominger 
along a nalure lrail that Trujillo 
and olh0.r AmcriCorps me111bers 
hacl lmill. 

"We're lcc1rning c1boul a lot of 
new lhin~"'· like forc$try and IJi• 
ology," said Trujillo, 28, or Rialto. 

"That's what (AmcriCorpll) is 
all about." Rominger s:iid. 
"Lt!al'llin.: while you're working." 

nomin.:er vilii led the I ,ytle 
Creek H.;1nger Stalion on Friday 
to tout AmcriCorµs, the (crleral 
servic:c program crc.itt!d by Pres• 
idcnl Clinl<m th.il hns come un• 
clcr Republic.in crilicism in re• 
,;enl weeks. 

, A111~riCorps me~~1l>crs hllllcl 

hiking trails, <.lcsi~n 111:,ture cen· 
lcri1, repair Ore-ravng~rJ arcn,o. 
nncl pl,1111 vc~clation for a ycur. 
In rt!lurn. they gel $4,7~!l cdur.n• 
tion iranls. About 20,000 people 
arc po1rticipatins arountl lht' 
counlry. 

Romint{cr, whu tcnlalivrly rc­
placccl former /\J!ricullun.: Scicre­
tary Mike 11:spy this n1011th ,tiler 
Espy rcliigncd, .irldrcssed abnul 
80 Am<?riCorps nlt!mbcrs .5:ulh­
ered in a circle outside the rangl!r 
station. 

"l foci like l left Wnshington, 
bul l came home to lht! bcsl of 
,o\o·t!mmenl," he ~aid. 

Mofc Lh;in 4(11J pcopll' appll<'<.l 
ror the 80 AmcriCorps jobs in I he 
S:m Bernardino Nalionat Forest. 
h1.: sai<l . 

"I don·t th ink anyone l..'~tn ('all 
See AMERICOAPSIA2 

Americorps: Trujillo· offers praise 
Continued from A 1 
Lh.'.ll coercive voluntc.crism," he 
suid. 

Newt Gingri<.:h and other Re• 
publican Con!,!res:- leaders have 
critir.izcd the prog-ram on those 
gruunci~ . 

'' /\11 oiyou h,1vc l ,1kc: n :;rwcrn­
menl and m..idc it your o·.,.- 11," li.o• 
mingcr said. "You've turned :i 

concept into so me solid. pradical 
aclion." 

The? tra il th.it T :·· ; i: l\l
0

:i -:·cw 

built oul:-itlc the ran:;er station 
will displ.'.ly V~lrious plants of the 
n.itional forest. from desert brusb 
to mounlai11 wilc!nowers. 

"It's goin~ lo bt! a nice Jillie 
pl:tl'~ Lu visit and learn rrorn," 
.~;iicl Scott Gorman. 22, a crew 
member from Pomon.1. "We're 
1.;toini; lo he nblc lo take nur kids 
b;1rl< hL•r~ ,o nwd:iy ,1nJ ~.iy, 'We 
Jid ::1is.'" 

I. ,tUr en Wl1ilchun:h, 24, an 
AmcriC1>rps member from ~.'.ln 
lkr !'l :ird ino . :.;ai d he joi ned the 
;;rog~i, :n Lo !e;;ru r.1o rc :l:)OUL ,"o r· 

es try. 

"lt 's a chanr.c to learn about 
the cnvirontnt!lll and whal we can 
do to help." 

Uclh Anglin, who belongs to 
an AmcriC.:orps crew in Palm 
Spring!i, sai<l she signed up be .. 
cause she was tired ofl>abysitting 
and tdcm.irkcting. 

"This i:i11es me a chance to 
work oulsi;le," $aici Anglin, rn. "I 
love the nutcloors." 

H. omint1er said he hQpes Ame• 
r lCorps gain~ cnou~h biparlisnn 
:;uµporl to contir1uc . ~-

" !L 's µcorle pulling Logdth+ 
, 0 tnc~ l c community problcms1' 
he sa id. "This is whnt goven -
mcnt should really 'ue about" • •1 
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ArtleriCorps :program may bring 
seWer improven1ents to Bolivar 
BYc Marg~r,y Smllh . :: Stanton subdivision (northwest of but the jo~ of det rminin& which 
ac·,~~·wtner. • . • . • Cltv,~land), ·Hflls ,and East Bo;.-tc area wfU ~c ~esign:it.ed to receive 

. : ,. ;:, : . subdivi6ions in Boyle, 5!1 e1by the system w,H be left up to super• 
Bdliv'.ar Coun~y ·f'tl,ay ~oon he· Farms, lsaae Daniels , u~il.'.l:,;ion . visors. 

s~ing n~dcd developments. and · of Mound:Bayou and H'ogan sub• . Area cvaluatiQn surveys have 
imp~6\:ements in ·r~~l sewer ~y,. division of'Mound Bayou." already bl!-411 • condueted In· the 
tems, thanks·to ·the, ~!forts of.those Rich!rd . explained Wl he and af0remcnLJ0~ed • areas, said 
bohtn~ . , the ·· new federal' Andr~ Clatk cf Ocvcla!'ld, tbc Richard, adding that he. 4xpects to 
·Am~ICorps program. . other teatn member of the- county meet with $Upcrvlsors "In the next 

~r;UJ1Ski ·. Riclia.~~. Bolivar, Arrier!Corps program, . will be eouplc of 1wee-ks" to see if, rhey 
.···Ci>ohty,~ltea • . .-!fd«nb"er <: of .. the· workina .~iU1. th~_B.oJivar County have set.lied on• target are.a In the 
• • Amer:JCorps program, · cxpJaiiicd. Board of Supervisors 1.0 ascertain t county for ~e sc"".'ct system. . 

that If.he prograrn wJIJ be used to money f~r a rural sewer :i;,:~r. ""', . Clarence Finley . 'of -Greenville; . 
help , pin~int 'fv1_1d~ for •~d ,assist .;oardinator wi1.h the Northwest 
:in : t~~ d~.eloprnent of a .rural Mississippi ·.,

1
.• Resource 

scwer..system ·J~ the co~nty. Conservation and .Devel0pme~1t ~ 
.The program, whi~ is President /Vea (RCD) in SionevilJe, eon- -~ 

·Cf,nton's ·.naUon·a1 'service ini'till• firmed that the AmcriCorps pro-
• tive 1 'intended .to address the aram will foeus on rural sewer sys• 
n.etion '"s education; .human-se,viee, • 
. public . safety-.and·: cnvironmenlal teTwc are a nonprofit organi2ati0f'! 
nec4$'. ~ ,the .. 1ocal -lev~l •. a1so· cal~. based in the Mississippi OeJta," 

, ·for1:J:l.e·in,1provement~fliv.if1g,con .. • explained Finley, who supervises 
.'dftlo~s ;.thta'ugh ur.ban forestry, .RiclW'd and Clark. -We are part:Jer 
according_ tci lnformatfon given by ipating in' theAmcriCorps'"ragi-am 
Ridi~rd. : . • , with . the. U.S. Forest Service. 

'liowevcr, Richard: noted, •the. which . is funding the program 
. progk'am : will ',i~itiatly focus' ohly - i thtough JlCD." 

o_n ·obtaftJfnJ icthnical wistance 
• withj :rural· sew.ag~ ;r;y~tcms i.n the 

•. • cautity.·: ' i .•. . : . 
. "Right:now1, we'll just be work• 

' • mf ·; :~'l. '. th~. • ,e~c~· sys~ms, ". 
Ri'chard U'id: .. ·«wc"rc looking at 

, I 

-._ .. _ .... : . . • • .:. ·l( :.-;_,. <-: :• . . ,. ·,.-,i 
,. . ' ~ ·- . . .. . .. •' 
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Adam~ and ffllary oec.born help"'- s1Mom bonk. 

Volunteers· plant 
trees, Partnership 
By JIM BOTTORFF that the SllCOeaCi of Sacurday's 
For tM News • .; ,1 • project an be impleft'IMltd elsc,­

whac. 
Ad3m Orepy, 15, diJS a small 

bole and a.refully s.inb a young 
Wesleffl red ~ inlO (be soil. 

Heaandsupand~down the 
l .600-!ooutte1ch of land along lhe 
Mohawk RlYet. Oteaory, who live., 
upsueain, knows wha&crosion e111 
do to the bank of &his riYCt. 

"'We kma lo& oC ll'CCS last year," 
be says. marina to bis f.amtly's 
farm. "&t WIC will replant. ft 

On Saturday, Greeo,y and 70 
voluallCaS plant more than 4.000 
native ttees and shrubs on Dick 
Eymann's1andalor\812w:.Mohawk's 
wcstblAk. 

Saturday's bank enhancement 
projca.~ by the McKenzie 
W&lU$bcd Couneil, the E.ast Lane 
Soil and W8'bt ~ DIS­
trict and dte Nawral ~ 
Conservauoo ~ will eftrich 
fish and wildli fe habi.W aZMt wata 
quality by siabilizing the river's 
bank. 

Tbe new trees will aw. provide 
shade 10 the riva. The $hdde will 
choke out non-native blackben 
andc:ool the water. im~ing wild­
lifa and fish habuat. 

Jt.lfKnqer, one of die project· s 
squad leaders, is ~~ about the 
pco$pCCtS for the: river's fisb. 

.. '!be trees' woody debris will 
ClUle m~ than one type of flow .­
he says pointing IO the river, which 
races souLhward unin1em1pted by 
any rock.s or logs. 

"Fishhabi111lsurvivesbcacrwhen 
pools are cr=ltd in the rive.-; he 
says. 

Kruegc.r,a professional planner, 
also c,ijoys ~g away from his 
desk on !his springliu day. 

'"Thisi.l"°' writil'lgorplamaing," 
be says, .. but doing something !hat 
I can coaie back to in 20 ycu1 and 
look IL• 

Organii.as here am optimiQic 

"'This si&e is a model for what can 
hap_pet1 all over Oregon, ft says 
projcctcoonilnaior Loma Baldwin. 
- A.ad one or the Pice things about 
r.oday's 11o1cn is I.hat many of lhcse 
people have never worked iogechet­
befort." 
~ the project brillgS pr.opte 

toger.hetf?Qm varying backgrounds 
on this warm. sunny day. 

The job begins WMftCS:day wutt 
Loolci.ngOlass' l...ane·Metto Youth 
Corps removing blackberry bushes 
from the smam 's bank. 

It will end April 1, when a crew 
from Jol)s,.m-tbe-Woods, a fcdenl 
program for diskntcd timberworlr;­
¢T$. ercas a fence io kt.epE ym.&Dn • s 
cows away from the sttea.m.. 

Val Rogers. of the Pacific River 
Cotmeil and ~,Oregon State Uiu­
versity ~ swdeat, loolcs at. 
the s&ream restor.lllOI\ as a pan of 
her acadMl.ie train111g . She al$O 
believes dial the p{Qjcct benefi&s 
each voluntur. 

-roday' s planting inakes people 
feel good.~ says as sbe sinks her 
shove! into the 90il. 611 allOW$ 
dlCQ1 to do someuu.n& foe the uavi-
ronment inslead ot • g IL~ 

Eymann, who is ·ng three 
aaes of his farm t.O the pro,ect. Im 
livut at this spot on me rivet far 43 
yeim. With no dams for flood con­
trol, Eymann , 74 , wa&ehed the 
Mohawk cova- a large portion of 
his QOW pastUR last year. Kc b not 
womcd, however, al;,out the ~II 
~' ability to survive a rising 
ri~.He likens freshly~ trees 
to lraJlsplanled people. 

"New people in the area eventu• 
ally find the'genera! stOteand make 
ftiencb wilh the rwives, • he says. 
-i'hcy put down roots. Just lib 
people, thcselRICS will grow roo&:1, 
100. SOon1 enough roots to survive 
tbe rivet." 

QJ 3 ~ WO~.::l 38 : 1 l 56 , 8~ ~dtt 
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200 far111ers eligibfe 
for WQIP payments 
By Jaon Abraham 
Winer.a Caiy News 

About ::?00 far.:ce.'"S in the :r1lddle 
Braccb of the Whitewate:- River 
wa te:-shed are eligible :or ineo..n­
tive payr:ient:s througt a new 
Wa te Quality I.::cenc::, e ?:-::g!"'al:l 
(WQIP ) set to begb this ·.i.ir.te:-. 

Far=iers in Wince.a. Wabasha 
ar:d Olms,ed counties ar,a inc.!.ud­
ed in :.l::e pro?3-r::i. wrjc.~ .,,.as ap­
pr:Jved ·oy the C'SLJA-..:..s-:c::Jtura.l 
Stabu:.a tion anc CJr.se:-:ac:on 
s~:-.-:ce (.-\SCS ~, rece!::!y re­
nar::e<l :.l::e Far::i Se:-r.ce .. ~ge::c:, 
(FS . .:,, ; _ 

Ac: ::i r::ing to a pr~s :-ei~e. 
tte g0ai of die pr:ig:-:;-: :s :a :e­
di:ce the ar::ioun~ oi poil:.1-::on er:­
.:e:-...::g :.l::e r:ver iron: ag:-:c'..!!t:.:r>-1 
pouut.a..-::s. I.::ce::tve :a·,-r::e::ts 
a.e rei.!:.burse::::::e::t for ·--=:e ar:d 
~ uipc:e::t that migl::c l::e ::teces­
sa....·7 :.o irn;ile~e.:i : cte :ew :ec.~­
nicue.s . 

tncer tr.e progrJr.:. far:::e:s 
will develop three-yea: :1:ar:.age­
tc.e:: t plans ior prac::ces :r.ac in­
c.:i:ce pesctc.:ce. fe:-"..!..:.:e: a.::d 
ag:-:c:.:.1::.:..-a.l was.:e r:::a::..:.ge=:e::t. 
:V1er::ce:s of .. ~ . .z:r.er:C0r...s . :te :iub­
lic 3e:-:: ce ~ oi:p fo r:::ed by· the 
C'ir:coc a~::-at:oI!. ;.-S assist 
far:::e:s \ltitb cte t.ec~r ;c:ll 
as~~ of tbe:: n:~ge::nent 
pia!:S . 

LI:ca Da.iu. an .A=..e::C'.lr...s 
merr.cer, said ti:ey w'J..l help 
fa.r.:1e.--s come uo wit: t=e:: own 
mac.age::=ent pla!:S. whic:= ?li..11 in­
clude projec:s like s-;:,ec:ali=ed 
c:op roc.atoo, coorour f~ ing 
me~'locs and till.age rr.ec::oc.s. No 
s:rJc:'.lr3..l projec~ - Ilic ca.ms 
- will oe funded throu~ WQI?. 

Pa~ent:s will be oac:e to 
fa.r=e..-s based. on what :nanage­
n::ent ~rac::ces need to :,e il::ple-

Participation_ • 
~ . _:_ .. ~::~·-:_.~:-~~?~:·:.~7:;;:: ;;;::.7:~c<~.'.:: · .. }-.:·~ ;; ,~l~ ·~ 
,. Tc.,~ fii;'Na.ter'. ·- .::.-:-· 

Qumity:lnceattv«Proiedc::~ ::-: 
•· Appiii:atfons ara- being,accsptBCt":"· 
'. throcgtt;Dec::.9-at.4~;?.m::.~::::; 
. th&.A,...~:otficgs: in'·W-mona:cr·: 
: Olinste<l. c:::unties....Any far.r.eccxi 

rand.:.:sar. in·!hft Mk:cle Sranclt · 
ct the: Whitewater F.Ne!'. 
watershea: Is. en~1.:ragse1 :o 
a.pciy. 

• Further- information: :.:nrac::· 
L:nc:a Oar.t er \i i i<.e .!he . :.2:~ 

n:e::cec a."d :.he a·c~: to wh!c 
ttev are aooiied. W~I? :,av:::.e:::ts 
\l,,-i_il· ~e !.ir::fred to S: .;00. ;ef Ye3I 
fo r · a :r:a.xi!::ur.: vi ::::-~ ::ear.; . 

Dahl said a ~98'3 ~;.::-:ev of resi­
dents in the \X.-r..::ewace; Rive 
wa te:shed asked par::c;ianrs ii 
t..'ley felt tte:e ·.vcs .3. ·.11a te: qual· 
ir:1 proble.r:; ar:c ii t.tey would 
par.:c:pate in pr,g:-.a.!""....s that 
woulc adcress t:e.se procie=is. 
F:it:1 perce::t r-..s;:-0c.ced to ti:e 
s~1ey and 80 pe:::e:::t of ::te ::-e­
spoI!.Ses were posi::ve. 

A sornewcat sil::..ilar ;:irograo in 
Roc!les:.er that in·.-oived :esident:s 
in the Zumbro R:.ve: watershed 
had good resuits :or ::he pas.: sev­
e:-3..l years , Dahl saic. 

"We're hoping :or a sirnilar:y 
good response wit= tte Middle 
Bra::ci or'.J iect ar:d :roo ti:e sur­
vey, it ·1ooks like we ':.l ge~ i t," 
Dahl said. 

Ally far:ne..-s ~ ce~.:ed £n par­
ticipating in jie prograc can sub­
mit an aooilC.:1tioo c:ur~g a sig!!­
up pe::ocL whic.~ er:c.s at -1:30 
p.:n. Dec. 9 at the . .\SCS oif.ce in 
L~v.is,on. 
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Tr.ailer brought i.,i· twi.cetweekly to collect eight categories of~ 

Problems:;piiniiµ.al at. Recycling Center as 
use.rs le~rn:"to properly:· prepare lllaterials 

Crete Boy Scours and Cub 
Scouts di,tributed recycling flyers . • 
in Crete last week to help rcsi­
denls under.litanJ what kinds of 
malcria!s can be lcfl at the new 
Recycling Cooter, and to cllplain 
how those materials i;hould be 
~ f~ drop--01T. 

ResideJlts arc •Lill learning how 

about a half blod:: west of the old 
depot where tho Bicentennial So­
ciety conducts monthly rocyclinJI: 
drive:o.. ll is open from 9 a.m. lo 7 
p.m., only on Wednesday,; and 
Sat1m.lu} s, when Mark Tritch of 
Milford hrings io his Dempster Al­
ley Cot, a trailer <lC-'igncd specifi­
cally for recycling. 

Acc:q,table materials 
at Crete Recycling Center 
The Alley Cat is designed with 

bins for the different categories of 
rccyclablei. which can currently be 
dropped at the Crete site. TI10so • 
c11tegories, ond the preparation re­
quirements for them: 

to recycle. A fow prohlems hne 
been encountered at the site with 
improperly prepared material., ac­
cording to Jeff Gorgcn, Americorps 
worker at the Chamber of Com­
merce office who is usigned to 
the project. Plmlics ai:id cans must 
bo riosod and n■ttenod, reminds 
Gorgen. Lids must be removed. 
CardboanJ musl be flattened. Plas­
tic& lha,t held oils cannot be used. 
Green glas5 cannot be used. 

A large sign al the Recycling 
Ccnler also outlines the dos and 
don'cs of local recycling. 

The Recycling Center is lo­
cated at 9th and Oak, directly 
~outh of Crete Poodmart , and 

• Papu: Ncw.spaper and the 
supplcmr.nls and acls inllido the 
newspaper. Tie lo bundles or place 
in brown paper grocery bags. Not 
Acceptable In thl1 bin: Tele ­
phone bo:>ks, magll7.ines, wlo!ogs, 
glossy p1tper, mail, lcucr paper, 
soiled paJer products, paper cD.r-

tons. 
• Cardboard: Shipping boxc!> 

and corrugotod cartons. Platten. 
Not Accr.ptable: Pizza boxes, 
soiled conlhonrd. 

• Alumloum Cana: Aluminum 
beverage containers. Rin~c and 
crush. 

• Tin Cam: Tin food contoin­
ors. Rinse, remove both lids and 
Jabcls nnd flatt.on. 

• Clear Glass: Beverage bot­
tles and jars. Rin,o, remove )ids 
and metal neck rings. Not accept­
ab le: Broken glass. light bulbs, 
window glus, mirror,1, drinldng 
glasse.s, ceramics, Pyrex cook­
ware, perfume bottles, personal 
core product bolllcs, colored bol­
tlcs . 

• Drown Gla55: Samo require­
ments ns for clear glass. 

• Plastic Jugs; Plutic milk or 
juice jugs . Rini;o, remove lids, and 
fl alien. 

• Other Plastic Containers: 
Conlaincrs imprinted with No. "l" 

or No. "2" recycling emblems, in­
cluding pop hottle:,;, cleaning 
product boUlc~ and pcrson:ll care 
bottles lhut have sm11llcr necks 
than bases, .such a:i: shampoo hot ­
tlts. Not aecccptahle: Conlaine~ 
that held aoy kind of oil, gn~ 
treatment flu.id, windshield washer 
flu id, broke fluid, pcstiddcs, or 
herbicides, plastic loys and plos­
tics imprinted with recycling em­
blems numbered 3 lhrough 7. 

There is no payment for or 
charge to individual~ toJcjng recy­
clables lo the center. Any profits 
resulting from ultimate sale of the 
recyclobles goes to Tritch who 
owns the C{)Uipmcnt. 

The purpose of recycling is to 
climinnle, through reuse, some of 
the waste which is fill ing Inndfills. 

Tritch reports 1h01 recycling hns 
hccn light the last couple of n::cy­
cling days, probohly because of 
the wcolher. 
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I\ mcriCorps team m e1nber 
Gorgen is assigned to Crete 

Crc It' ,s hnsti ng 1995 - I 996 
/\1!1criCorps-Team USDA member 
Jeff Gorf!cn . G0rgcn, a full-lime 
memher pf thc Rural Dc,·elopmcnt 
( ·11rps, is working out of 1he Crete 
ChJmher of Commerl·e offic e. He 
will he here In mnnlhs. 

Gorgrn has already been work­
ing with local volunle'!,S on the 
n..:w recycling !'rogram in Crete 
and has h•;en wnrking with other 
A tl'l·: 1Lorps wcrkers on a South­
c;.1s1 Nehrasb community re­
sn11rcc ciircc lory scheduled for 
cnmpk1inn in February. He is also 
in1eres1<-,I in developing of a data 
hJ~c l,) ;natch volunteers with 
rc,mmunitv nt"eds . 

c; ,,r!.:Cn , 28 , was born and 
rai sed ~n O'Neill. He earned his 
h::ichdnr's dei?ree al the Univer­
~ity c,f Nehr::i s\.1-Lincoln in 1992 , 
~,ud yin g hi~tory. political science 
:111,i Engli ~h. Af1cr managin~ :i fi­
:1Ji1Cc company br::inch office in 
lndi::ina for 1hrce years , he re­
.irncd tn Lin ci) ln in January . He 

l·nmpktcd 17 hours of AmeriCorps 
1;·:11 11 1n~ and fo ur days of orien1a-
11 0r: hcf, lfc his :m ival in Crete. 

" j jn 111 cd AmeriCorps in order 
t•1 f1I ! ::. , niJ in my life," says 
C11, r1.: .:n. ··r hcli cve th ::i t all Ameri­
·: 1r. ~ ,,we :. dc·bt 0f sef',ice to their 
, ,,m mur. itics. either on a small­
' '· 1k l>r a larcc s.:: ale . I'm lookine 
for,\ .,rd t,) dc;in !! a l0t of gMd io'r 
r ·rct ,· .rnri Sout hc::1<: l'- cbraska 
n, ·c-r-tr.e next 10 r.wnths ." 

. t\mcriCu,ps is Pre sident Bill 
Cl!r,,0n's national service pro­
i:ram, passed with bipartisan sup­
pN I frnm C011 grc ss. The program 

engages 20,000 Americ:rns of di­
verse backgrounds in community 
service project; . In cx.ch:\:1gc . rbc­
AmeriCorps workers re:: civc cdu­
cat i0nal awarJs that can he used 
for col! -.: ge , job training , graduate 
sd1ool or student loans . The ma­
jority 0f Amer,Corps mcmhers are 
working in partnerships with 
states, local governments and non­
profir organizarions . 

"Our primary goal is to improve 
communities by meeting their ed­
ucation, public safety, human and 
environm..:ntal necJs.'' says Gor­
gen . 

CRETE NEWS 
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Early recycling efforts are 
encouraging says Gorgen 

The turn out at the new recy­
cli ng bin on south M;_u n has been 
very enco ura~ ing . r.:ports Jeff 
Gorgen , Am :: riC orps volunteer 
with the Cre te Cr.:11n ber of Com­
:rn:ri.: e who is h-:l pir.g area resi­
de nt s k :1rn tu use the new system . 

"From 9 a.111 . until around 1:30 
• p.m .. Saturday" Gorgen says, •·the 
siie was filled wi1h r::1.:yclers. The 
pa..:e sl owed after I :30 p.m., but 
the amount of material deposited 
in lhe aftern oon was significant 
also. The bin used for plastic milk 
j ugs was filled anJ replaced four 
times. 

The recycling !r::. iier, parked al 
9th ard Ciak every Wednesday 
<1nd Saturday, provides .recyclers a 
place to deposit newspaper, alu­
minum cans , brown and clear 
glass , plasti c pop bottles, milk 

jugs ,~olore d pl ~st ics and tin 
cans 

Flyers are bei 1g prepared for 
distribution lo help residents un­
derstand what .,; an be recycled and 
how t~e mat :! rial: should be pre­
pa·red for the re c:, cling site, says 
Gorgen . 

Mark Tritch o:· Milford , owner 
of the trailer , has been at the sire 
to answer ques t1 011s about the new 
program , 3S well as Rc c.:yc:l:;;g 
Task Force mcmh'!~5 Glenn ys 
Ziegler, l.o;,; Al ore c.: ht and To.n 
S•:),cnsen. 
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TECUMSEH,NEBRASKA 

Second group of AmeriCorps 
workers begin area proiects 

The: USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Ser-·ice hegan its 
AmeriCorps program the last "'eek 
of October at Siobrara State Park. 
Members from South Dakot... 'ld 
Nebraska took their oath of sern-. 
rc:ceivt:d basic training c,hout thr pro­
g1 a 1T1: le;;red CPF . and cornr!,·;-:.i 
personality assessment s ir, readiness 
to begin helping communities and 
others with important rural devc:lop­
mcnt and environmental proic:cts . 

Those selected for the prog~~m in 
Southeast Nebraska include · Jo Anne 
Britt of Peru. Tra\"iS Dun ekac ke of 
Elk Creek. Jeff Gorgen of Lincoln . 
Dawn Kirkwood of Steinauer . and 
Michelle Hummel -McCa s!ir. of 
Talmage. They will be: wo,ki nf out of 
the communities of N.:-braskJ City. 
Tecumseh and Crete. 

AmeriCorps members will work 
with Resource Conservation and 
Development (R. C and D) Councils 
throughout the state and with the 
Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development and Chambers of 
Commerce in their host communities. 

.4..:-i::: ,o~·:r.:ur:i~l~5 "·:H ae itbh. l 
access AmNiCorps assistance by 
submitting a request lhrough the R,C, 
and D Councils, P.O. Box 626, 
Tecumseh, NE. 68450 or by calling 
402-335-3347. 

These AmeriCorps members will 
work mainly in the areas of tourism 
development , recreational trail con­
struction. rec ycling program creation 
and household hazardo·Js waste dis­
posal. 

(Conlinued on page 2·A) 

Ameri(orps ... 
(Conlinued from Front page) 

Accordinl! to Merri fohn,on. n:r­
resentat ive ~ of the Five R1n:r s 
Conservation and Develnpmo:nl 
Area. in Tecumseh. the ahow work ­
ers have the cJuc.ilional knowledge 
and experience in doing CL>mmunity 
development tyres of proju:ls an: arc 
completely focused on pH)jo:ch in 1his 
area . 

Am..:1iC01ps. l'resiJcnt Clinton's 
n;:itional si:rv,ce progr .i m. cng.igcs 
Americans of diverse h;ickgrounds to 
help communities meet some of their 
needs . In return . the y receive a li vi ng 
stipend and an educational award 
which can be used for college. joh 
training. or to pay back student loans. 
AmeriCorps gives hack to America 
by performing critical services dail y. 
AmeriCorps members help by getting 
things done whiie build ing commu­
nity . opportunity and responsibil ity . 

AmeriCorps workers are paid on 
an hourly 1-iasis. Th•;y receive wages 
on an annual basis of Sl2.000 . The 
workers are required to \\ ork a total 
1812 hours over the course of their 
vear. 
• The above workers are currentl y 
working on development of a re ­
source manual for a workshop for 
small communities which is scheduled 
for early 1996. \\'i th thi s manual . 
leaders in small communities will he . 
able to know what rcs ,,urces arc 
availahle and where to finJ those re -
~0 Jf~C!tt . 

Another project the se workers 
will be instrumental in achieving is a 
recreational trail along the Missouri 
River between Nebraska City and 
Brownville . - - ---

- _ _ _ _ This _js th e -second group of 

The~e are lhe ne" AmeriCorps \\Orkers "ho "ill be "ork ing in the Ciele. 
l',;ehraska Cir~ and TL'l"um,eh area~ this )·ea on cummuni1~ dl·,·dopmenl 
projel·ts. l\lemhrrs rr .. m 1-r. !\tkhelle McCaslin. Dawn Kirk"ood. JoAnne 
Britt . anc1 Jell Gor~e n. ,(,I picturl'd. Travi~ Dunekad,e. 

AmeriCorps workers to assi st with 
projects in Southeast Nehrc1ska . In 
1994. AmeriCorps worke rs c,inccn ­
tra1ed on removing dc:hris in ro: .:r,­
ati0 nal areas which occurred du rinf!_ 
tht'\\' 1993 noods. The Am.:-ri Corp, 
workers assiqed wilh rrojccts in 
Nchraska Cit y. Bruwn1·i ll c. Falls Cit \" . 
and P,,.,·n'!c C11v . 
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Bonnie Tyrrell 

AmeriCorps comes to 
north central Nebr. 
Bonnie Tyrrell of Atkinson, for­

merly of Lincoln, has been hired as 
one of the nine individuals partici­
pating in the AmeriCorps program 
in Nebraska. Mrs . Tyrrell will be 
located in the North Central RC&D 
office in Bassett. 

AmeriCorps is a national service 
program that engages Americans 
of diverse backgrounds to help com­
munities meet some of their needs. 
In return, AmeriCorps members 
receive an educational award which 
may be used for college, job train­
ing, or to pay back students loans . 
Most AmeriCorps members are 
working in "partnerships with 
states, local governments and non­
profit organizations. 

USDA has three types of Ameri­
Corps teams in 38 states, composed 
of approximately 1,200 members: 
an Anti-Hunger team , a Publ ic 
Lands and Environment team and 
a Rural Development team. Many 
of the AmeriCorps projects will be: 
sponsored by community-based or­
ganizations. In Nebraska , Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Councils (RC&D) and the Depart­
ment of Economic Development 
(OED ) are participating with 
NRCS. 

The participants ir, Nebraska will 
work indi\idually with rural de-

velopment issues in communities 
located within RC&D areas . They'll 
be involved in tourism develop­
ment, recreational trail construc­
tion, starting recycling programs 
where none now exist, and working 
to educate people on proper 
handling and disposal of house­
hold hazardous wastes as well as 
other projects identified by RC&D 
Councils and OED. 

Bonnie's first project will involve 
assisting those communities lo­
cated on the Cowboy Trail in Rock 
and Brown counties to develop 
olans for future development. 
• If a region. county or community 
would like assistance on any of the 
above projects , contact the RC&D 
office at (402 ) 684-3346 for more · 
information. 
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AmeriCorps/Team USDA staff members are located in area 
In Nebraska, Resource Conserva­

tion and Development (RC&D) Coun­
cils, through the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) of the 
USDA with Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development were able to 
recruit for 10 AmeriCorps positions 
for fiscal year 1996, Oct. I, 199S, 
through Sep. 30, 1996. The Nebraska 
ream could ha ve live members in 
southeast Nebraska and fi ve in north ­
east Nebraska . They will be housed in 
various city office, chamber, bank or 
RC&D locations where someone has 
agreed to act as sile supervisor. 

Three main community service ob­
jcct ivc.\ have been written and accepted 
by the Corporation for National Serv­
ice for the Nebraska sites : I) Identify 
and reduce the volume of solid waste 
reaching landfills by 20% through es­
tablishment of five community pro­
grams; 2) Initiate the collect ion and re­
cycling of huu,chold ha,ardous wastes 
by the estahli.~hmcnt of one collection 
cent er, and J) Dcvclor and implement 
a rccrea1io11al tra il. 111 audition. each 
rural tlcvelormcnt team member per­
forming an individual task mus! have 
an indi,idual rnmrnunity service objec­
t in· . 

Northca,t Nebraska RC&D in Plai11 -
,·iew, North Central RC&D in Bassett 
;1ml Ponca City Hall arc homes to four 
A111criCorps /Tcam USDA members in 
northeast Ncbra~ka . Members in 
Ponca arc f\·1ary Ro~c Backhaus and 
Stephen Wil ~o n Cook. while in Plain­
' it·w and na"L't t they arc Carmen 
Sha I fer ,111d Bonnie T,ncll . rcsrcctivc­
h·. f\lary Ro,c and Car111c11 :ire from 
l{andolrh . :\larv Ro,c h.1\ a bachelor 
11f art, in l'lli1,·atio11 degree i11 Engli,h 
and home economic, from Wayne 
Statc College and is beginn ing a grad11 -

ate program in counseling. Carmen has 
an associate of arts degree from North ­
east Community College and bachelor 
of science degree in business adminis­
tration from Wayne State College . She 
is considering an MBA program. Ste­
phen lives in Sioux City and has an 
MS-ABD in EDER. He r~ived his 
degrees from University of South Do· 
kota and Morningside College. Bonnie 
moved from Lincoln to Atkinson. She 
has attended the University of Nebras­
ka and completed programs at Lincoln 
School of Commerce and academic 
transfer programs at Southeast Com­
munity College and Peru State College . 
She has been accepted at the College of 
St. Mary in occupational therapy for 
fall 1996. 

The Resource Conservation and De­
velopment Councils in Nebraska have 
been assigned a total of nine Ameri­
Corps/Team USDA members . Five 
others arc localed in southeast Nebras­
ka. AmeriCorps members are available 
to assist communities and their volun­
teers with rural development projects. 
Communities within the RC&D Cnun­
cils are able to request professional 
assistance from AmeriCorps/Team 
USDA by submitting a completed 
AmeriCorps service request form. This 
form may be obtained from the North­
east Nebraska RC&D/ AmeriCorps lo­
cation on east Highwa y 20 in Plain­
view; by writing to RR2 Box 67 , Plain­
vie,.-, Ne. 68769-9504 or hy phone, 
(402) 582-4866 or FAX. (402) 582-3799. 

OSMOND REPUBLICAN 
OSMOND, NEBRASKA 
DECEMBER 6, 1995 
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AmeriCorps members underway 
Havi ng recruited only nine per­

sons previously for the possible I 0 
posi tions available for the Nebraska 
AmeriCorpsrfeam USDA Program , 
the Plain view position has now been 
filled by Nadene Chavet of Plain­
view . 

AmeriCorps is the president 's 
national service initiative to achieve 
direct re su lt s in addressing the 
nation's critical education , human 
service, public safety and environ­
mental needs at the community level. 

Of the IO posi ti ons filled by the 
program, five are located in south­
east Nebraska and five in northeast 
Nebraska. 

Chavet was rece ntl y added to the 
northeast ' s staff and will be located 
at the Pl ainview Resource Conserva-
1 ion and De\'el opment Council 
(RC&D) office . 

Cha vet graduated from Wayne 
State College in December with a BS 
degree in Business Administration 
and is begi nnin g 10 work on a MBA 
program thi s month. 

The other four in northeast 
Nebraska are Mary Rose Backhaus 
of Randolph and Stephen Wil son 
Cook of Sioux City at the Ponca site, 
Cannen Shaffer of Randolph at the 
Plainview office and Bonnie Tyrrell 
at the North Central RC&D office in 
Bassett. 

AmeriCorps members are avail­
able to assist communities and their 
volunteers with rural development 
projects. Community projects con­
sidered can be in areas other than the 
Lh1ce mai n ubjecti\'eS of the group. 
The three objectives are : 

I. Iden tify and reduce the volume 
of solid waste reac hing landfill s by 
20 percent through establishment of 
five community programs. 

2. Initiate the collection and recy­
cling of household hazardous waste 
by the establishment of one collec­
tion center, and 

~ 
• I~- ,. - ' ,, . ;f' 

. .,. ~·. ~ 

Members of the Americorpsffeam USDA are, front row, left to right: 
Mary Rose Backhaus and Nadene Cha vet; back row: Stephen Wilson 
Cook, Bonnie Tyrrell and Carmen Shaffer. 

3. Deve lop and implement a 
recreational trail. 

Each member of AmeriCorp also 
will have an individual community 
service objective. . 

Shaffer has set a goal of updating 
or establishing eight community pro­
files . A community profile is 
infonnation about a town . Each pro­
fi le wi ll li st a variety of infonnation. 
iikl'. huu:,ing, transporiaiion , heal1i1 
facilities, education, am ong other 
items . 

Chavet, who is the newest mem­
ber, has yet to set up her individual 
goal. 

Other goals being looked at are 
recyc ling in five communities, haz­
ardous waste collection day in three 
RC&D offices , a strategic plan for 

economic development of multiple 
communities along the Cowboy 
Trail, establishment of park 
restrooms and flower gardens in 
Chambers, develop an educational 
presentation on the importance of 
recycling and develop an extended 
database of recycling resources and 
providers. 

The Ponca group has aiready 
accomplished one of the ir goals, 
which was a photometric index of 
Ponca. 

With the help of Ponca High 
School students, Wil son and Back­
haus mapped and photographed areas 
of Ponca to watch the increase or 
decrease of waste material in pans of 
town . 
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Local AmeriCorps Members 
Make Presentation at Bloomfield 

The Northeast Nebraska RC & D 
held its annual meeting and election 
of officers Monday, Nov. 27, at the 
new Bloomfield Community Center. 
Their hosts for the evening were out -
going president, Ryan Bloomquist 
and his wife, Janice. The evening 
began with a meal provided by the 
Bloomquists, followed by a tour of 
the new facility. 

A presentation was made by 
AmeriCorps members; Mary Rose 
Backhaus and Stephen Wilson Cook 

· from the• Ponca site, and Carmen 
Shaffer from the Plainview site. In­
format ion was presented on the 
AmeriCorps program in Nebraska, 
particularly Northeast Nebraska. 

Duri ng the business meeting 
several trivia questions, relating to 
various projects of the RC & D, 
were asked of those present and 
various appropriate prizes were 
awarded. Election of· officers was 

held with-Garry Anderson of Dixon, 
president-elect; Carmen Shaffer of 
Randolph, vice president; Kate Bos­
well of Allen, secretary and Ardith 
Carr of rural Elgin, treasurer. A 
slate of board members was ac­
cepted for vacancies of the RC & D, 
they are Leonard Beckman for An­
telope County; Carmen Shaffer, 
Cedar County; Dave Krusemark, 
Dixon County; Bob Lundholm and 
Bill Stonacek, Pierce County and 
Susan Gilmore, Wayne County. 

Following the election of officers, 
Linda Kastning, outgoing vice presi­
dent, presented a desk-pen set to 
Ryan Bloomquist with the inscrip­
t io n 1st President of Northeast 
Nebraska RC & D • 1992-1995. 
Donna Christiansen, an Earth Team 
volunteer, was awarded a Certificate 
of Appreciation and gift for volun­
teering over 84 hours, for fi scal year 
1995, at the RC & D office. 
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Communities, collegians gain from Corps 
N:D. students say experience is as valuable as the financial incentives that .the program provides 
Mlnol, N.D. (AP) 

«.lly a-:b and Jeula Krumwledr 
boch ,... lookln1 for a _, 10 llnan, , 
1hek colJep educatloM. Tbey found 1 

In a relaCINly MW pro,run 1lmllar ,~, 
lhe ,-c,a Corpa. aad lhtlr fllptrknce 
11 pay1DJ off In mon wa71 than J\Yt 
flnandally. 

ao.ch aad ICNmwlede. both o( 0...-
11• Lake, atped up for AmertCorpa, a 
national Hnlc:e pro1r•m a1ar1ed by 
Prnldent Olnton In 11194. Boech la In 
hta (Int ,-.r of aentce, Jtrumwl.de In 
her -,d. Tb-, don't Ncret pc»tpon-
1n1 their education• 10 work for the 
U.S. Depanment of A,nculno1ni. 

•tt•• • worthy proJecl - I • really 
believe In II." ao.ch Hid. 0 1! '1 ,ood for 

"Thes.?ar, servius-that are.:irot offered h,; ariyone·else/ 
[h°dr,e/s:h~·of ,i,~oid; atuJ:ihati where A.me~C~q,s • 
COIM~ f,._ " 

1he e.:pert•- aDd the acholanhlp. • 
Tho,.. who comple1• 1,700 houn of 

communlly -" durtn1 nine mon1ha 
In 1he prosram •ma 14,725 rrant. 
aid JA$ Mar, mana,-r of 1he Na1unl 
ltHourc• eo-uon Service Lake 
Ap•I• haJonal Counc:11 In hrso. Mar 
i. d1rect1n1 1he AIMT1Corpe project In 
Nonh O.koca 1h1a year. 

1 n• •• .......... - ...eel to pey tuition 
or 10 pay off 11udent Joana. 

Boech, 111, and Krumwiede, 11 , are 
two of flYe people In Nonh O.kota 
worklnr In Amer1Corpe tbla ,-r. 

In Nonh Dakola, AmertCorpe la Nn 
thl'O\lfh 1h1 conMrntlon NrYlce. The 
prorram·• main obJ1cth,1 thla 1•r le 
10 lncreaN awareneu In Nnl commu• 

nltlH and on farm• • particularly In on ·• farm. "Thal helpa. lf • ~ehkl• 
the eou1heutem put of 1be 1tate • of wllh po,emment pla111 pulla up,' JOU 
1he need for protecdnl r,ound ud never know whal farmen will thlAL • 
wrlace -ltt from contamination. The AmertCorp, inembere an al,o 

Tbet IIIYOlffl tdenU(Jtnr poc.1111al helplnf raochen In the IOUlb.ucem 
::11rcte of concamlnallon both on • pan o lhe ltalf Implement proper 

(U'IIUI and 111 towna, and documenunr 1ra&.1n1 maaaremenl . plana. They're 
•ti- eoun:.. ltNmwllde •kl dolnc that b7 ■pqnaortnc worbhopa 

•we put all thal on a map IA caae and b7 dolnc lnHnlortn of field plan1 
L _ __._._ • ~L • ■plda for rancbar■. 
''"'" wu...., an ._._ .,.. aid. Communlll11 can requul worken 
"The 1own -kl then CWM up wllb a for local projeda, Mar aaicL 
plan of whac Ibey -1cl do In lhal ■11· . "Th- are Nnk:a 1ha1 are nol 
ua11on.• • offered by anyc,111 elN," be Aid. 

Jdentlf:,tnc poeetble aourc.e ol con• -rhere'• kJnd of a •old. and tbel'• 
camlnallon - • lot ol knodunc on where AmartCol)II comN In and pro­
doon and lllldn1 q\lllttoM, aoech Aid. vlde■ Ull■canc:e. And the beauty of th• 

"A lot 11 wtlh f■ rmen, and I can .•procnm 11 ... AmerlCorp• do•• not 
Nlate there," aid llkNM:h, who CNW up chars• the community.• 
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Work begins on 
Roosevelt tr3.il 
Volunteers being 
sought to help with 
milelong project 

BY BRIAN DONAHUE 

Staff Writer 

ROOSEVELT - Borough officials 
have found a way to take advantage of the 
area ' s greenbelt in a way that will help 
keep the natural environment safe and 
give local admirers a better glimpse of 
their own ecosystem. 

The borough recently matched a 
$2,500 state Department of Environmental 
Protection grant to design a milelong 
nature trail in the woods around South 
Rochdale A venue, according to public 
works employee Gayle Donnelly. The 
total sum of $5,000 was used for analysis 
and design. Officials will decide how to 
fund construction or work fees in the 
future . 

In the meantime, Donnelly and interns 
from state and federal environmental 
groups already are getting started at no 
extra cost to the borough. 

The trail, which will begin near the 
post oifice, will contain several different 
resources depending on the land on which 
it is built. For example, in the wet portions • 
of the forest, boardwalks will be designed. 
Other areas of the trail will be made of 
crushed stone or woodchips. 

"This will allow the trail to be pre­
served and will also give access (to the 
forest) . It ili all part of a master plan 
report," according to Alan Goodheart, a 
Princeton-based landscape architect who, 
along with the borough ' s environmental 
commission, designed the trail over the 
past year. . 

"Signs will mark the trail and certam 
features, and there will also be tree mark-
ers," Goodheart said. 1 

Last week, Donnelly and a student 
intern from AmeriCorps, the nationwide 
volunteer program, began cutting "i~va­
sive species" from the trail. "Invasive, I 
exotic plants come and take over (the nat­
ural vegetation)," Donnelly said. "And the : 
area loses its biodiversity." 

Donnelly said future work will include 
digging holes for small amphibian ponds, 
and just "making the area accessible to 
learn about the environment." The project, 
she said, is designed to be more educa­
tional than anything else. 

Goodheart said officials did not have 
to worry about regulations from state or 
federal environmental groups because the 
area of the trail was cleared recently to 
repair a sewer line that runs through the 
woods. 

The job now for the borough is to find 
ways to get the c_onstruction done, accord­
ing to Mayor Lee Allen. 

'Toe funding of the construction is up 
to the borough," he said. 

For now , he said, the borough is 
accepting interns to work on the project at 
no cost to taxpayers. 
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Amy Wilson, Southwest Oregon Resource located west of the Elkton Elementary 
Conservation and Development AmeriCor- School in the wooded area next to the Um­
ps Supervisor and Brad Pearce, AmeriCor- · pqua River. A variety of trees donated by, 
ps member spread bark mulch on the trail Coquille Watershed Association were plan­
around the perimeter of the land lab which is tedf or a tree identification project. 
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Attendance at the AmeriCorps meeting in- Ronald Yockim; middle row, Lee Russell~ 
eluded: Back row, left to right, Jim Collins, Amy Wilson, Dave Harris, Leigh Baker, 
Brad Pearce, Dave Jacobs, J.R. Van Slyke, Linda Higgins, Denise Troxell; front, Ed 
Marcus Kauffman, Ma vor Al Tyson, Cooley, PatMcVean. 
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I -l've lea~d a wt about 
th£ Northwest's habitat 
and native spedes vasus 
the .exotic plants. 

-Everyone is very 
motivatect 

Kathryn Herira, 
EnwoC«ps YOlunller 

- · -·· ~-- · ,, 
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EnviroCorps ~orkers toil on· island . 
in•effort t.o stamp out Sqitch. BrOlJ!11 '· -

' ! • . ' • :.~~ • : : • • \ l 

·-· • -warding, both 1n1enectuan1 and. n- . 
·nanctally. ;_ •.-:··.~ . : ·. . . 

Most • members • of' F..nviroC«ps -
Br JANET GOETZE 
olTM~mff 

WE:>'T LINN - The bright yellow 
Oowen ol Scotch broom are pretty 
In their native IMd - Scotland. 

In this country, however, the 
plant introduced as an ornamental 
SIM'Cies about 140 years ago has be­
come a threat to native Dowers. 

For the past &everal years, The 
Nature Conservanc, MS recruited 
1•0l11nteers to ficht the ornamenfaJ. 
h.: rne1l-pcst on nn island It owns a 
1•1ilc uI1stream from \Yest Linn's 
\', 111amc4te Park . This year, how­
C\'er, it has special help from the 
i:ovemment. 

About a dozen members o( the 
RnVlroC«J)S. a branch of the fcdM• 
al AmcriCorps proaram whk:h 
hel~ meet critical needa in cities 
and natural areas, are on the ls­
land this week. They are pulling up 
young shoott • cutting down . 
lart:e ciustet". ; Scotch broom, 
which aome plauc expert.a aleo 'call " ... _ .,, ..... __ 

_ The Conservancy, a private; non- ; are 18 to 22 years old. though some -....-;• KATHll'l'II SC(Jlf/TlltOtttlfllu 

EnvlroCorps -..rker Kathryn Htrlla help• pay off Mr govern,..ellt loan, by 
weedlnt out Scolc" broont en Uttle Rock l11aftd In the WIiiamette Rive,~ 

proOt organmtlon 1peclallzing in are_ In their 308 and 40s. Some have 
preservation or natural areas, • completed coUege degrees and are 
wants the nonnative off the 20-acre worklng, in part, to pay off 61udent 
island to save the habitat of the Joans. Some are &till working ·on 
white-rock larkspur. degrees, and thetr ~ goes toward • rau, she deckted to .)oin Eoviro-

The larkspur, also called a del­
phinium becau9e its f\lll scientific 
name b Delphinium Jeucophacum, 
ls found tn only a half.doren places 
in the upper Willamette Valley. 

coUege expenses. Corps to see how she liked working 
For Jonathan Mugglestone, 21, a outdoo~. She had held s~er 

Colorado native majoring In b\olo- .)obs Wltb the U.S. Forest Seroce 
gy at Lewis 1111d Clark Coll~. the while golng to college, but _she 
federal program offers elCJ)erience • never .LJ:>~ught or them as Ml-time 
in managing natural areas and poss•bili,H?S. 

The Conservancy's Little Rock cleaning up waterways. "l'\'e learned a lot about the 
l.sland ha., one of the largest colo- Nor1hwest 's habitat and native spe• 
nies oftbe Jar'" ... Ur, which is doina Before his crew went to Llttle .... ., .... R ., r~1 d .. ,, I t i. ,. cte.s versus the exotic plants," she well this spring despite the Scotch OCa ,.., an , 1Y ucg es one wor,.eu 
broom threat, said Daniel w .. Salz· on Columbia Slough projects and said, 

helped disconnect downspouts that She also Uked meeting fellow En-
~~~l.._r .. :_rch coordlnator for the could direct poOut.ed storm water \'iroCorps members from all over 
"'....-u- into the Willamette River. the country. 

Over the past bal(-dor.en years, for Kathryn Hema,·. 28, who "Everyone ls very motivated," 
however, drought kept down the graduated from Pendleton High ,he said. 
numbers or the white Oower1 that School and went to Pomona Col•. 

• bloom on pale, ~ stalk.a. - lere • near Los Anceles a deca~ 
For members ol the federal pro- . ago, the EnviroCorps ts a chance to 

cram, tnlpping away at broom ' explore new er - J)OSslblllties. 
branches wa5 wet work tn Wednet- Heriza ro~, n Engllah and 
day'e drlwe. Never1heless, several taught school -· California and 
.. ,,. t-.... ••••--"• -""•'"• .... Portlln,d rnr -v.-r11l _,.,... t °""'' 

After they cut down mature 
: Scotch broom laden with seed 
pods, the work Cn!W pUed the 
branches on a rocky uea black­
ened by someone'• camp(lre that . 
obviously had burned out o( con• 
trnl. But It wa11 an areA wtth 1'tt1A 

soil to nourish any seeds that 
might burst from the Scotch broom 
pods before \'olunteerr. can haul it 
away to a compositing site. 

The fire -blackened area wu a re­
minder or the human threats The 
Cooser\'ancy faces on the 50 p~ 
serves it manages In Oregon. 

The organization encourages m­
ltors to study the plants, birds ·and 
insects on its private property. But 
visitors should stay oo marked 
tnUs to avoki trampling &ensltive 
plants, Salz.er said. 

They also aren't permitted lo 
camp overnight. ·bulJd Orea or enct 

. outhouses. Salzer recently had to 
rcmovo one of those &om LI~ 
Rock Island. • 

People, be ' 
threat.I to a 
S,-lltr.h broom. 

can be ~rer 
ral aree ~ 



A collaborating effort was made to continue 
the improvement of the land lab at Elkton 
Elementary School. North County 
Economic Development provided money 
for the bark mulch and Boyce and Son.s of 
Cottage Grove pro~·ided more bark mulch 
than the f und.s could purchase. Bill and Roxy 
Long picked up the mulch and hauled it to 
Elkton. Yo/unteer.s from North County 
Economic De~·elopment, AmeriCorp.s, and 

•• -;· -
. . 

-r ·:•;;--;--•j<_. \ : 

Elkton Elementary School all worked 
together to sho vcl and spread the bark. 

Pictured left to right .,.,.ere: Lee Russell, 
North County Economic Derelopment,· 
Tim U'ilgu.s, 6th grade student, Ron 
Owings, 6th grade teacher, right front , Paul 
Vincent, 8th grade .student, right back, 
Ryan Bro·,mson, 6th grade student, J.R. 
Yan Slyke, AmeriCorp.s. 

Elkton hosts group, visits Brush 
Creek, works on land lab project 

The City of Elkton hosted an 
Amer icCorps Team meeting Feb . 
2 at the nearly completed Com­
munity Center/City Hall. Mayor 
Alfred Tyson and City Manager 
Linda Higgins welcomed the 
group and gave a tour of the 
facility . They exp lain ed the 
project will be completed in 
February for an open house in 
March . 

Dave Harr is, Oregon Depar­
tment or Fish and Wildl ife (OD­
FW) gave a brief but informat ive 
field trip to Brush Creek . The area 
is a showcase of a variety of 
ecosystem management projects . 
Ron Yockim and Doug McVean 
(BLM) both with the Umpqua 
Basin Fisheries Restoration 
Initia tive (UBFRI) gave input on 
projects, wh ic h was a 
collaborative effort between state 
and federal agencies, private lan­
downers and non profit 
organiz.ations and citizen volun­
teers . 

In the afternoon AmeriCorps 
members joined forces with North 
County Economic Development 
group to assist Elkton teacher Ron 
Owings and students to shovel 
bark mulch into wheel barrels, 
haul to the land lab trail and 
spread with rakes . A variety of 
trees were planted around the 
perimeter of the trail. Donations 
were made by North County 
Economic Development , Boyce 
and Sons of Cottage Grove, 
Coquille Water Shed Association 
and Bill and Roxy Long. 

Sixth graders work ing on the 
land lab trail were : Jennifer Baird, 
Carrie, &II, Ba-en ton Breed, Ryan 
Brownson , Sarah Com;,ton • 
.Rebecca D1a 1calll . 10011 
:Folkedahl, Darm Hai.rnmo1a. 
Tyree Koestr:r. Samud Ma , Jen-

\,~ J r ![.J ;· 
. ·- . ~i 

AmeriCorp.s member Pat McYean introduces Mayor Al 
Tyson and City Manager Linda Higgins. They welcomed 
the group and gave a tour of Elkton City Hall/Community 
Center. The facility will be completed at the end of 
February for the open house planned/or March. 
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Prag, .. Photo by GtW'II Fltllmand 

Joel Berg (right), National Service director, visits AmerlCorps workers at Rogers State 



National leader visits Cheyenne ... 

ArneriCorps team looks for renovation projects 
ArneriCorps/USDA projects 

celebrated the beginning of the 
second year of participation in the 
coun1ry's national service 1 

program during October with 
swearing ceremonies nationwide. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service 
program, passed with bi-partisan 
support from Congress, that 
engages 20,000 Americans of 
diverse backgrounds in 
performing service that meets 
critical community needs in 
return for an educational award, 
which may be used to pay for 
college, job training, or graduate 
school, or to pay back student 
loans. The majority of 
AmeriCorps members are 
working in partnerships with 
states, local governments, and 
non-profit organizations. 

U.S . Department of Agriculture 
will sponsor approximately 
1,350 members ·in 45 states 
during 1995-96. Members will 
continue to serve on one of three 
types of teams: Anti-Hunger, 
Public Lands and Environment, 
and Rural Development. 

On November 29th the 
AmeriCorps Team · stationed at 
the USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in 
Cheyenne was visited by Joel 
Berg. Director of National 
Service (USDA) Washington, 
D.C. Berg's goal for his trip to 
Ok.Jahoma was ,u, .personally 
meet and wotk alon~side 

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Service 
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old shelterbelt in Roger Mills County. 

AmeriCorps members. During 
his visit to the area Berg helped 
the team renovate a tree row in 
western Roger Mills County. 
Renovations involved removing 
old. dead and diseased trees and 
planting new seedlings in the 
spring. 

The team members are Octavio 
Villa, Jr., Elk City; Jeremy 
Moler, Charles Hug~es, Robert 

Jencks, all of Cheyenne; and 
Brant Rogers. Reydon. 

The AmeriCorps Team will be 
looking for renovation projects 
throughout the next nine months. 
If you are an interested 
landowner, please contact your 
local USDA-NRCS office. The 
Cheyenne Team will be working 
in Roger Mills, Beckham. and 
Custer Counties. 

CHEYENNE STAR 
CHEYENNE,OKLAHOMA 
DECEMBER 3, 1995 
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AmeriCorps students work at RSC Reserve 
lly AOGERS STATE COi.LEGE 

Tbc Rogers State College Conscr­
vatico Education Reserve has five 
new caretakers this semester thanks 
10 President Clinton's AmeriCorps 
}X'Ogram. AmeriCorps is the national 
aervice program that allows students 
10 work in a variety of community 
programs. In return, students arc gi-

AmeriCorps trainees 

ven an educational award which ~jcct is 10 complete the develop- programs in a new way so that youn-
may be used to pay for college, job mcnt of the hardwoods trail, but they JU kids will be able 10 rcla&e beua 
training, graduate school or 10 pay assist in all JX'O jc,cu at the reserve. 10 the su bjc,ct mancr," be said. "1be 
back loans. The RSC AmcriCorps students viJilOn will learn more. the Ameri-

Arnold Hamilton, district arc Tonia D.L. Fitzpatrick and Ta- Caps students will learn more. and , 
conservation-national resource con- nish3 Laverne Brooks, both of Ok.la - the reserve will benefit _g-cmc,nd-
servation service representative, homa City; St.even M. Southard of ously from this program." 
said the college's reserve has five Tahlequah; Melanie D. Sumter of The RSC ~gram is part of the 
AmcriCorps studentJ working in a Stillwater (formerly of Claremore): Oklahoma Natural Resources Coo-
variety of projoclJ. The ICalTl 's main and Heather J. Dawson of Nowata. servatioo Service's participation in 

"I think the AmcriCorps program AmeriCcrps . Participants in this 
is a very good idea," said Sumter. "It program will renovate wind brew 
gives people a chance to get out in in west.cm Oklahoma and develop 
the wald and get some experience conservation and environmental 
fCI" their future and it helps 10 pay off education opportuniti~ in northeast 
college." Oklahoma, including the RSC 

Sumter has a degree in animal sci- group. 
ence from Olclahoma Stat.c Univer- Hamilton said the five Amcri• 
sity. She plans 10 work with youth in Corps students at RSC have the~ 
an extens ion program. portunity for self-im~vemcnt such 

"l am looking forward to this 
spring when we get to present the 
programs and give educational tours 
LO kids who visit the reserve," she 
said. 'tl\at will be great experience 
fCI" me." 

Nowata native Heather Dawson 
said she became interested in Ameri­
Corps while working in the National 
Resources Conservation Service of-
fice in Nowata. 

"I was told about the program and 
decided it would be a good experi­
ence for me.," she said. '1 am plan­
ning on attending Rogers Stale Col­
lege when I finish the program and to 
use ArneriCorps to pay for college. 
The fact that the program is giving 
me the opportunity to go to school is 
the biggest thing for me." 

Hamilton said the students have 
undergone training in the environ­
mental programs available at the re­
serve, such as "Project Wet, Wild 
and Leaming Tree" and other envir­
onmental issues relating 10 tallgrass, 
forest and wetlands ecology. 

Education 

as public spe.1k:ing, management, 
team building and study skills. 'They 
also will be trained in natural sci­
ences , stewardship projects, conser­
vation education, wildlife manage­
ment, environment and ecosystem 
relationships. 

AmeriCorps participants may 
serve up to one year earning a 
stipend of at least $7,945 and an edu • 
cational award worth $4,725 that 
may be used LO pay back student 
loans or as a scholarship for higher 
education or vocational training. 

Currently, there are more than 
20,000 young Americans participat­
ing in the AmeriCorps program 
nationwide. 

The AmeriCorps program is just 
one new aspect of the RSC Conser­
vation Education Reserve. 

Melanie Sumter (right) of Claremore and Heather Dawson or Now­
au work at the pond on the Rogers State Conservation Education 
Reserve. They are two or five AmeriCorps students working to help 
pay for their college. (RSC Photo) 

''They have been tra ined LO pre­
sent the environmental education 
programs for the more than 10,000 
visitors the reserve expects LO have 
next spring," Hamilton said. "They 
will present the various programs 
and serve as staff mccnbcn of the 
reserve." 

This year, a new indoor wetlands 
lab was constructed. Hamilton said 
the lab will enable reserve staff 
members LO present programs in­
doors on rainy days, as well as pro­
viding a place for student lab wort. 

The reserve is a 120-acre outdoor 
facility that features an amphitheatre 
for programs, a butterfly garden, 
walking trails, pond and dock. 
viewing tower, and a challenge 
course. Each year, thousands of visi­
tors take advantage of the educa­
tional programs and other services 
avai lable at the reserve. 

Hamilton said the students were 
selected from a diverse background 
and have diffezcnt envirorvnental 
concerns. He said the goal is 10 teach 
the AmeriCorps students how to pre­
sent programs 10 younger children 
59 1bat they will be mCl"C intere.sted 

: ancfhave ·• beuer undenta:nding ex­
the cnvirorunent 

"We think the AmeriCCl"J)S stu­
dent., will be able to present these 

For more information, call Hamil-
10n at 341-4147. 
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AMERICORPS STUDENTS WORKING 
THE RSC CONSERVATION EDUCATION RESERVE 

The Rogers State Coilege 
Conservation Education Reserve has 
five new caretakers this semester 
thanks to President Clinton's Ameri­
Corps program, ArneriCorps is the 
national service program that allows 
students to work in a variety of 
community programs In returr.. the 
students are given an educational 
award which may be used to pay 
for college. job training. graduatP 
school. or to pay b;ick loans. 

expects to have next spring," 
Hamilton said. ''They will present the 
various programs and serve as staff 
rnembers of the reserve " 

Hamilton said the studr.nts were 
scl1:r.tcd from a diverse backg~ound 
who have different environmental 
concerns. He said the goal is to 
tP.ar.h tr1c AmcriCorps students how 
lo pre:;;enl prograr!ls to youngE:r chil · 
dren so that they will be morP. inir.r. 
ested and have a hr.ttr,r understr1nd-

Arnold Hamilton, district con- fiSC's Arnericorps stuocnts arc pie/urea working at the reserve ·s pond dock ing of the environment. 
servation/national resource conser-
vation service representative, said the col­
lege's reserve has five AmeriCorps students 
working in a variety of projects. The team's 
main project is to complete the development 
of the hardwoods trail, but they assist in all 
projects at the reserve. 

The RSC AmeriCorps students are 
Tonia D.L. Fitzpatrick and Tanisha Laverne 

Brooks, bott1 of Oklahoma City: Steven M. 
Southard of Tahlequah; Melanie D. Sumtr.r 
of Stillwater; and Heather J. Dawson or 
Nowata. 

Hamilton said the students hrive 
undergone training in the environmental 
programs available at the reserve such as 
''Project Wet. Wild and Learning Tree" and 

other environmen­
tal issues relating 
to 
tallgrass ecology, 
forest ecology and 
wetiands ecology 

"They l1ave 
been trained to 
present the envi­
ronmental educa-
tion programs for 
the more than 
10,000 visitors 
the reserve 

"We think t11e AmeriCorps stu­
dents will be able to present these programs 
in a new way so that younger kids will be 
able to relate better to the subject matter: 
tie said "The visitors will learn more, the 
AmeriCorps students will learn more, and 
the reserve will benefit tremendously from 
this program." 

The RSC program is part of the 
Oklahoma Natural Resources Conservation 
Service's participation in AmeriCorps. 
Participants in this program will renovate 
windbreaks in western Oklat1onia and 
develop conservation and environmental 
P-rlucation opportunities in northeast 
Oklahoma, including the RSC group 

Hamilton said the five AmeriCorps 
sturlents at RSC have Hie opportunity for 
sell-improvement such as public speaking, 
management, team building, and study skills. 
They also will be trained in natural sciences, 
stewardship projects, conservation educa­

rs~e 'AMER/CORP' on mim 4) 
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Rod Atterberry, c~rclina­
tor for the USDA/FSA Illi­
nois River Valley Ameri-

Jean Stufflebean and 
Rol(er Fahnestock presented 

Corps team, received -a 
plaque of recognition and 
supports from Nancy Tegt, 

a certificate of appreciation 
to Randy Fornoff for his 

Sheep referendum 
set for October 1 

On October 1, 1996, the 
Department of Agriculture will 
conduct a second referendum on 
the sheep and wool promotion, 
research, education and infor­
mation order. This referendum 
is being carried out under the 
authority of the sheep promo­
tion, research, and information 
act of 1994. The order will go 
into effect if it is approved in 
this referend\lm bsy sheep pro­
ducers and feeders, and 
importers of sheep and sheep 
products . If the order. is 
approved, it will become final, 
and a nationwide program will 
go into effect to collect assess­
ments from the sheep and wool 
industry to . carry out research 
and promotion activities to ben­
efit the industry. A referendum 
on this same issue was conduct­
ed February 6, 1996, but the 
Secretary determined that the 

meier, Director of theJlli- .. results )Vere invalid because the 
nois Conference of Church- ~ procedures were applied iiicor-
es. rectly and inconsistently. 

support of the summer 
gleaning program. 

In-person voting will take 
place in the County CES Offices 
on October 1, 1996. Voters who 
wish to vote absentee may 
request an absentee ballot from 
the County ·CES Office that 
serves the voter's residence or, 
if the voter is a business entity, 
the office that serves the enti­
ty's main office or headquarters. 
Requests for absentee ballots 
may be made from August 26 
through September 17 . CES 
Offices will only fill requests 
from August 26 through 
Seplember 17, 1996. Completed 
absentee ballots must be 
received in the County CES 
Office by close of bus\ness on 
September 27, 1996. Ballots 
will be counted on October 16, 
1996. 

To be eligible to vote in this 
referendum , you must have 
been a person engaged in the 
production, feeding, or importa­
tion of sheep or ~beep products 
during calendar year 1994 

Preparing the special lun• 
cheon of gleaned vegetables 
from the AmeriCorps special 
program were Jennifer 

Donna Hines of the USDA 
AmeriCorps in Washington, 
D.C. presented Coordinator 
Rod Atterberr_y with a 
plaque at the closing cere• 

Clark, Wes Hilst and Mary 
Catherine Peters at the 
River Park Bed and Break­
faSt · 

monies on Tuesday. "Har­
vesting Hope" served 3,400 
persons with 17,000 pounds 
of gleaned food during this 
project in the United States. 
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