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EDITOR’S NOTE: On July 6 13 USDA
employees and one employee of the
Bureau of Land Management (U.S.
Department of Interior) were killed
while battling a wildfire on Storm King
Mountain—which is called the South
Canyon incident—near Glenwood
Springs, Colo. 26 USDA employees
and 10 BLM employees survived the
fire. Six days later on July 12 two
USDA employees and one contracted
employee were killed in a helicopter
crash in the Gila National Forest near
Silver City, N.M., while fighting a fire in
that national forest. Two other USDA
employees survived the crash.

The 15 deceased USDA employees
were all with the Forest Service.

The names and duty stations of the
14 persons killed in the line of duty
fighting the South Canyon fire were:
Jon Kelso and Tammi Bickett, Hot Shot
Squad Leaders, Prineville, Ore.; Kathi
Beck, Scott Blecha, Levi Brinkley, Doug
Dunbar, Terri Hagen, Bonnie Holtby,
and Rob Johnson, all Hot Shot

cSecre/a!'y Tite &! '

Crewmembers, Prineville, Ore; Don
Mackey, Smokejumper, Missoula,
Mont.; Roger Roth and James Thrash,
Smokejumpers, McCall, Idaho; and
Robert Browning and Richard Tyler
(Bureau of Land Management employ-
ee), West Slope Helitack Crewmem-
bers, Grand Junction, Colo.

The names and duty stations of the
three persons killed in the line of duty
in the helicopter accident were: Sean
Gutierrez and Sam “Vinagron” Smith,
Gila Helitack Crewmembers, Mimbres,
N.M., and Bob Boomer, contract pilot,
Van Nuys, Calif.

On July 9 Secretary Mike Espy toured
the Colorado fire area by helicopter,
met with fire fighters, and visited Eric
Hipke, a North Cascades Smokejumper
stationed at Winthrop, Wash., who was
hospitalized with injuries. Espy also
ordered the flags at all USDA offices to
be flown at half-staff from July 8 to 21.

In addition, the Department is ho.‘dr'ng'
a memaorial service on Aug. 8 at USDA
headgquarters in Washington, D.C. for
those 17 persons who died in the line
of duty in those two incidents. Espy
also signed a letter dated July 22 which
is a tribute to the above individuals and
to those who continue on the firelines.

Copies of that letter, with an accompa-

nying purple ribbon to be worn during
the week of Aug. 8, were sent to all
USDA employees in their Earnings and
Leave Statements for Pay Period 15.

On July 7 and July 8 Espy offered the
following two statements, followed by
the July 22 letter:

[July 7 statement:] ...our thoughts and
prayers go out to the families of the 14
heroic individuals who died Wednes-
day [July 6], and to the families of the
two fire fighters who were injured
while battling a wildfire near Glenwood
Springs, Colo.

These extraordinary individuals were
specially trained and experienced fire
fighters. Some of those who lost their
lives were USDA Forest Service
employees. The loss of all of these fire
fighters is a tragedy to their loved
ones, fellow workers, and to the fire
team to which they belonged. These
people were dedicated to the mission
of saving lives, property and resources.

On behalf of all USDA employees, | offer
my sincere expression of sympathy.

[July 8 statement:] The courage and

dedication of these men and women,

... AMPS continued from page 2

Sixth, selecting officials have the
option to interview some, all, or
none of the applicants. “Current
procedures stipulate an ‘all or noth-
ing’ scenario which requires that a

selecting official either interview all
of the candidates or none of the
candidates,” Pugh recounted.
Seventh, selecting officials have the
option of deciding on the most
appropriate method to use in further
distinguishing among candidates.

Examples include the use of rating
panels, reference checks, writing
samples, peer reviews, interviews, or
some combination of these.

“AMPS is not a requirement; it's an
option that a program agency or staff
office may adopt if it wishes,” Carter

... Centers continued from page 1

Waters acknowledged that ser-
vices which the Center can current-
ly provide to field office employees
are somewhat more limited, but
emphasized that the Department
plans to establish similar Centers in
field locations with large concentra-
tions of USDA employees.

She noted that, in fact, the first such
USDA Career Transition Resource
Center at a field location opened in
June in Kansas City, Mo. According to
John Alldredge, Personnel Division
branch chief with the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Ser-
vice in Kansas City and manager of
its Center, the field facility offers
either the same services or services
comparable to those available at the
Washington Center.

He added that the completion of

their field facility was another
‘Team USDA’ effort. “Two USDA
unions, as well as ten USDA agen-
cies with offices in the area, provid-
ed—and are still providing—
assistance on behalf of our Center;”
he noted.

George Huhtanen, Personnel
Division branch chief with the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Corporation in
Kansas City and Center deputy
manager, added that they are ser-
vicing a geographic area which
includes the estimated 1,800 USDA
employees in the Kansas City met-
ropolitan area.

“We're relatively new, so you
might say that employees are still
basically checking us out,” he
acknowledged. “But it's a positive
step, and as we get further along in
the transition, we'll be helping out
a lot more employees.”

So how long will USDA's Career
Transition Resource Centers stay
open? “It probably depends,”
Waters observed, “on how effective
we're ultimately able to be in ser-
vicing the ‘career transition’ needs

of USDA employees” %
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child care? Then read on

Some bought bricks with their names on them

by Laurie Ray, FmHA Information Staff, Des Moines, lowa

Here's the contradiction:

There is a great—even a crying—
need for safe, dependable, quality
child care centers in communities
throughout this country. But in
many financial circles—both in
rural and urban communities—
child care centers have been
labeled a “risky business.”

USDA has found a way—through
its Rural Development Administra-
tion—to help sort out this contra-
diction. As part of the Department’s
increasing efforts in rural develop-
ment, RDA is providing communi-
ty facility loans—under certain
conditions—that help finance
child care centers.

“But there are some key require-
ments,” emphasized Shirley
Stroud, chief of RDA’s Program

Development Branch. First, RDA
may provide financial assistance
only if other financing is not avail-
able. Second, she underscored that
there must be formal community
sponsorship—as well as bona fide
community involvement in both
the planning and management
aspects—of any child care center
receiving USDA financial assistance.

RDA community facility loans are
handled through Farmers Home
Administration state offices.

“We require,” she added, “that
long-term community support be
built into the child care organiza-
tional structure, before we approve
a loan for such a rural facility”

In addition, she noted that local
employers, city, county, and school
officials, and parents all need to be

by Katberine Gibney, director of communications, AmeriCorps/USDA

When Secretary Mike Espy took
broom in hand to help clean up
alongside a team of young people
at a Chicago housing development
recently, he was symbolically clear-
ing the way for the launch of the
Department’s newest initiative:
AmeriCorps/USDA.

The summer project in Chicago is
a prototype of the 42 national ser-
vice programs that the Department
will be running nationwide begin-
ning in September. USDA's program,
funded in part by a grant from the
Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service, will be the largest
single federal agency component in
terms of numbers of participants in
what is being called the President’s
“domestic Peace Corps.”

AmeriCorps is President Bill
Clinton’s national service initiative
that allows diverse groups of Amer-
icans to earn college or vocational

and technical school scholarships
while performing critical service to
meet human, environmental, public
safety, and educational needs.
Americans 17 years of age or older
may apply for the USDA programs.

“President Clinton has made it
clear to members of his Cabinet
that national service is one of his
top priorities, and I am especially
pleased that USDA will be playing a
key role in the AmeriCorps pro-
gram,” Espy said.

“The Corporation will pay each of
our 1,200 participants $4,725
through an educational voucher on
completion of a year's service,” said
Joel Berg, director of the Depart-
ment's national service effort. “The
national service program is like the
G.1. Bill—without the G.1."

Berg said that most of the partici-
pants will receive the equivalent of
the Volunteers in Service to Ameri-
ca (VISTA) wage, about $7,600 a

represented on the organizational
structure to ensure the communi-
ty’s child care needs are met.

“If all the community is represented
and involved,” she affirmed, “then
the community usually will make the
project successful”

Finally, a financial feasibility study
must be completed, prior to approval
for USDA financial assistance.

According to Dorman Otte,
FmHA's chief of community and
business programs in lowa, all
those pieces fell neatly into place in
the small rural community of Bax-
ter—population 938—in central
lowa. The end product was that in
August 1992 Baxter's local child
care facility, called “Kid-Ville Child
Development Center,” opened its
doors for business.

“A start-up committee was orga-
nized back in 1989 when the idea
began to form," he recounted.
Then, with the help of USDA and
the Towa Department of Economic
Development, the idea started to
turi into a reality.

Gene Crosby, community and
business programs specialist in the
FmHA State Office in Des Moines,

continued on page 5. ..

year, with the Corporation provid-
ing health care and child care.

“I really want to stress to USDA
employees that the AmeriCorps/
USDA members are not taking posi-
tions away from—or replacing—
any career employees,” he said.
“The participants are not federal
employees and therefore do not
count as FTEs. In addition, the
national service legislation man-
dates that AmeriCorps members
not replace workers.”

Berg noted that current USDA
employees may have sons, daugh-
ters, nieces, nephews, associates,
or others who might be interested
in applying to the Corporation to
participate.

Although the work of the Ameri-
Corps participants must advance
the missions of the USDA agencies
involved, the members will be
engaged in tasks not normally per-
formed by USDA employees. “For
example,” he said, “the Forest Ser-
vice estimates that there currently
exists a backlog of work, on the
San Bernardino National Forest
alone, that could keep a 200-person
program busy for the next five to
ten years.”

continued on page 5 . . .



Child Care from page 4. . .

affirmed that—as required by
UUSDA in order to receive financial
assistance from it—the community
showed a significant commitment
to supporting a child care center
in Baxter.

An early childhood education
committee in Baxter then initiated
a community survey to gauge
bonafide interest in such a center.
Among the over 25 additional fac-
tors which were evaluated was an
assessment of available structural
facilities which might accommo-
date a child care center.

A board of directors, composed of
local officials, school board repre-
sentatives, local employers, and
parents, held various fundraisers.
“They sold bricks to be cemented in
the sidewalk of the center with the
contributor’s name on them,” Cros-
by recalled. “They also held a casino
night, and even had a talent show
to raise money for the center”

Teresa Bomhoff, district loan
specialist in the FmHA/RDA district
office in Indianola, lowa, added
that various local businesses donat-
ed kitchen appliances, dinnerware,
food, toys, and cots for naptime.

AmeriCorps continued from page 4. ..

He added that the AmeriCorps
Public Lands and Environment
Team on the San Bernardino
National Forest in southern Califor-
nia will rehabilitate trails in wilder-
ness areas. “Trail work is needed,”
he pointed out, “to prevent erosion
and provide for hiker safety”

Besides the Public Lands and Envi-
ronment Team, the Department
will run an Anti-Hunger and
Empowerment Team and a Rural
Development Team in 32 states at
42 sites nationwide. The Anti-

She noted that since this state-
licensed facility opened its doors not
quite two years ago, it has accommo-
dated a capacity of 52 children. “Of
equal importance,” Bomhoff said, “it
has made all its monthly loan pay-
ments to USDA on time”

“Child care in lowa is considered
ceconomic development,” under-
scored Ellen Huntoon, lowa’s
state director for FmHA/RDA.
“Because of child care, employees
are able to devote their full atten-
tion to the job, and the employer
has a dependable, stable environ-
ment, so there is less absenteeism.”

Otte observed that those points

could apply equally well in an

Hunger Teams will help advance
the Food and Nutrition Service's
programs and its food stamp out-
reach effort.

The Rural Development Teams will
work through the Soil Conservation
Service, Forest Service, Rural Devel-
opment Administration, Farmers
Home Administration, and Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Conservation
Service in such activities as protect-
ing watersheds, improving housing,
and promoting rural economic
development.

“Our program is a model for the
Team USDA concept,” Berg said.

urban and a rural environment. But
what is unique about a rural envi-
ronment, he advised, is that child
care facilities help a community
maintain its population base.

“A child care facility does this,”
Otte explained, “by helping a com-
munity keep, in its fold, young fam-

ilies who might otherwise have to

move to a larger community to
obtain similar child care services.”

“In short,” Huntoon affirmed,
“child care facilities help provide a
good working environment for
both the employee and the employ-
er—and in rural America, that's all
part of rural development.” 4

“An interagency task force has
been working together for more
than a year developing plans for
the program, and many members
of the task force will now imple-
ment the projects.”

“In fact,” he added, “the intera-
£ENCy cooperation necessary to
implement the AmeriCorps/USDA
efforts should lay a vital ground-
work for overall reorganization.”

According to Berg, the philosophy
of the new initiative is to avoid
creating another unwieldy bureau-
cracy. “The legislation caps admin-
istrative costs at five percent. The
projects are being run by career
employees who are on detail. We
have no new hires.”

Berg said that other USDA agen-
cies which will play significant roles
in managing this program include
the Food Safety and Inspection Ser-
vice, Rural Electrification Service,
Agricultural Research Service, and
Economic Research Service.

Berg said that he hoped Depart-
mental employees would help
spread the word on the
AmeriCorps/USDA program to
would-be recruits. “Call our Ameri-
Corps office here at USDA head-
quarters at (202) 720-6350 for more

information,” he suggested.
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Jim Schroeder was
appointed as deputy
under secretary for
international affairs
and commodity pro-
grams, focusing on
international affairs,

international trade, and development services
and programs. This position was last filled by
Ann Veneman, who held it from June 1989

Dallas Smith was
selected as deputy
undersecretary for
international affairs
and commodity pro-
grams, focusing on
commodity pro-
grams. He succeeded Randy Green, who
neld that position from Jan. 1992 until Jan.
1993 and who is now a member of the
Republican minority staff of the U.S. Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

Scott Shearer was
named deputy assis-
tant secretary for con-
gressional relations.
He succeeded Gary
Madson, who held
that position from
July 1989 until January 1993 and then
retired after 23 years of federal service and
is now a hereford cattle and hay farmer in
Culpeper County, Va.

Before joining USDA, since April 1993
Shearer served as director of legislative

until June 1991 when she was sworn in as
[then] deputy secretary of agriculture.

Before joining USDA, since 1973 Schroed-
er had been a practicing lawyer in Washing-
ton, D.C., with two law firms, most recently
with Whitman and Ransom, a 2560-lawyer
firm headquartered in New York. He special-
ized in international trade, commercial, and
administrative law matters. Prior to moving
to Washington, D.C. in 1973, he practiced

From Dec. 1985 until his recent selection
Smith served as director of the Tobacco and
Peanuts Division in the Agricultural Stabi-
lization and Conservation Service, where he
was responsible for the administration of
price support and production adjustment
programs for those two commodities. He
was deputy director of that Division from
1977-85, after having served as chief of the
Division's Peanut Branch from 1976-77.
From 1969-76 he worked as a cotton market-
ing specialist in ASCS's Cotton Division.

Smith began his career in 1965 as an assis-
tant agricultural Extension agent in Cumber-

affairs for Zeneca, Inc., a bio-science, agri-
cultural seed, and pharmaceutical firm in
Wilmington, Del. From 1980-93 he was
director of government relations in the
Washington, D.C. office of Halfpenney,
Hahn, Roche & Marchese, a Chicago-based
law firm. He was the executive director of
the National Corn Growers Association in
5t. Louis from 1984-90.

From 1981-84 Shearer worked as a legisla-
tive assistant for [then] U.S. Sen. Alan Dixon
(D-lIL.), concentrating on domestic and inter-
national agricultural issues. He was director

law in Denver, Colo. for eight years, primari-
ly in the areas of natural resources and rural
and resort area development. He served as
a line officer in the U.S. Navy from 1958-61.

A native of Elmhurst, lll., Schroeder holds a
B.A. degree in international and public affairs
from Princeton University in Princeton, N.J.,
and a law degree from Harvard University
Law School in Cambridge, Mass. 4

land and Bladen Counties, N.C. He worked
there until 1968, when he was selected from
among Extension agents nationally to be
one of six agents to participate in the 1968
National 4-H Fellowship Program. During
that time he served a three-month internship
with the Committee on Agriculture, U.S.
House of Representatives.

A native of Columbus County, N.C., where
he was raised on a tobacco farm, Smith
holds a B.S. degree in agricultural engineer-
ing from North Carolina A&T State Universi-
ty in Greensboro, 4

of vehicle services for the state of lllinois
from 1978-81, after having served as chief
fiscal officer for the state treasurer of lllinois
from 1973-78. From 1970-72 he worked as
the assistant Extension advisor for 4-H &
youth in Carroll County, Ill.

A native of Villa Grove, lIl., Shearer holds
B.S. and M.S. degrees in agricultural eco-
nomics from the University of lllinois in
Champaign-Urbana. ¢ i

Ken Ackerman was
appointed manager
of the Federal Crop
Insurance Corpora-
tion. He succeeded
Jim Cason, who held

that position from
July 1991 to Jan. 1993.

Before joining USDA, Ackerman served
since July 1988 as special counsel to the U.S.
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry. In that capacity he was a devel-
oper of crop insurance legislation connected

Evelyn “Evie” White
was selected as
USDA's director of
personnel. She suc-
ceeded Larry Slagle,

Ira Hobbs was select-
ed as director of the
Office of Operations.
He succeeded John
Kratzke, who served
in that position from
Dec. 1991 until he
retired in April 1994 after 33 years of federal

service.

with the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act
of 1993 and helped draft the portion of the
1990 Farm Bill dealing with crop insurance.
He also specialized in financial markets over-
sight and played a major role in controver-
sies involving allegations of fraud at the
Chicago commaodity futures exchanges,
stock-index futures, and the off-exchange
financial derivatives market.

From 1981-88 Ackerman served as counsel
at the Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion, after having been minority staff coun-
sel for the U.S. Senate Committee on

who served in that position from April 1990
to Feb. 1994 when he retired after 35 years
of Federal service.

From May 1992 until her recent selection
White served as deputy director of person-

From April 1989 until his recent selection
Hobbs was director of the Information Sys-
tems and Communications Division in the
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.
He had served as deputy director of the
Division from 1988-89, From 1983-88 he was
a branch chief and then deputy director of
APHIS's Administrative Services Division.
He began his career with USDA as a Presi-

Governmental Affairs from 1976-81.

Ackerman has published a number of arti-
cles on financial and historical topics and
wrote a book covering the 1869 gold market
crash, titled “The Gold Ring: Jim Fisk, Jay
Gould and Black Friday, 1869."

A native of Albany, N.Y., Ackerman holds
a B.A. degree in psychology from Brown
University in Providence, R.l., and a law
degree from the Georgetown University
Law Center in Washington, D.C. 4

nel at the Department. The June 1992 issue
of the USDA News carried her complete
biographical sketch, following her selection
to that position. 4

dential Management Intern with APHIS in
1978 and worked in the personnel area for
APHIS from 1980-83.

A native of Tallahassee, Fla., Hobbs holds a
B.A. degree in political science from Florida
A&M Uni ity in T
of public administration degree from Florida

and a

State University, also in Tallahassee. %
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off to beauf . 1

A kickoff ceremony was held
on Friday for the United States
Department of Agriculture’s
AmeriCorps program in East St.
Louis: Thirty area residents
have been selected to take part
in the program that will provide
a variety of beautification pro-
grams and flood recovery
efforts in the Metro East area,
Clarence Ellis, left photo, a
regional vocation director,
addresses a gathering of local
dignitaries. Sam Indorante,
photo above, of the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture’s Soil Conservation Service
gives a presentation during the
AmeriCorps kickoff ceremony.
Obie Bell, right photo, a mem-
ber of the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, plants the first tree dur-
ing a beautification project at
State Community College.
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AmenCorps
Volunteers

Go to Work

Their uniforms haven't arrived, but
AmeriCorps volunteers have begun tack-
ling community-improvement projects
in the Omaha area.

They have picked up litter along a
‘highway. cleaned two parks, studied an
outdoor environmental education area
that could become a model for schools,
and volunteered to help resolve a neigh-
borhood erosion problem.

They also have begun planning other
projects. including one that will help
members of the Winnebago Indian Tribe
raise more buffalo to improve tribal
members’ diet.

““Things are starting to happen.” said
Marilyn Anderson. AmeriCorps’ Omaha

Tvisor.

‘AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s
new national service initiative for volun-
teers who will work in environmental,
education, social service and anti-crime
programs.

The Omaha AmeriCorps team. work-
ing on environmental and public lands
projects. is based in the U.S. Soil Conser-
vation Service's office at Chalco Hills
Recreation Area overlooking Wehr-
spann Lake.

Mrs. Anderson said she and team
members began work last week. They
gi;:ked up litter at Orchard Park and

rinsky Lake Park and removed trash
along Sorensen Parkway near 30th
Street.

She helped mediate a solution to an
erosion problem in a housing area near
Cunningham Lake and agreed to bring
her team there to clean up litter on
vacant lots.
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AmeriCorps

volunteers

sworn in £

WASHINGTON (AP) Sur-
rounded by hundreds ol‘youtla on the

front steps of the White Hm&,gen- :

dent Clinton swore in the
cruits to his national service program
Monday and urged all young Amer-

- icans to join the cause.

“You are no generation ot slack-
ers,” he declared.

AmeriCorps, approved eamly by
Congress a year ago, gives Amer-

* icans a chance to earn tuition or work
* off college loans by participating in a
+ collection of old and new cormnumty
. service programs.

Using satellite hookups, the White
House planned to celebrate the fulfill-

. ment of one of Clinton’s kéy cam-

paign pledges by giving the oath of

* service to 15000 recruits simulta-

neously.

But the crash of a small plane into
the back of the White House early
Monday prompted Clinton to conduct

- the satellite hookup separately, and

movethe]ivewentfmmtheSouth

Lawn to the front steps. -

.
‘

The change of plans did nol seem to
dampen the spirits of Clinton, who lin-

* gered 45 minutes after his speech to

- shake hands with the 800 AmeriCorps .

recruits and enjoy the rocking, live

. musical group.

“Service is a spark to rekindle the
spirit of democracy in an‘age of un-
certainty,” he said. Drawing a com-

' parison between AmeriCorps and
- President Kennedy's Peace Corps,

Clinton said, “The people of Ameri-
Corps are the next generation of

- heroes.”

AmeriCorpsasatSGOnnlhonpm—

gram paying 20,000 Americans to
work in four areas: education, health

and human needs, the environment
and public safety. If Congress extends

the program, the White House hopes

to spend $1.5 billion over three years
to pay for 100,000 workers.

Some in Congress have questioned
the cost of the program. Sen. Charles
Grassley, R-Iowa, accused Clinton of
creating “a large and costly bureauc-
racy.”

The workers, many of whom are in

their late teens and early 20s, will re- -

ceive minimum-wage pay, free health
care and a $4,725 educational voucher

for one year of work. The money can

be used for college, vocational educa-
tion or to pay off college loans. The
recruits can work up to two years.

[
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Are you in the market for a job?

AmeriCorps program needs volunteers for next year

By Doug O’Loughlin
of the Daily Courier

The AmeriCorps program for Southwest Oregon is
recruiting possible members for next year's crew.

AmeriCorps is a public-service program initiated
by President Clinton two years ago. Similar to the
Peace Corps, it brings volunteers together to work on
community improvement projects such as watershed
health.

The Southwest Oregon program, organized out of
the Department of Agriculture Resource Conserva-
tion and Development (RC&D) office in Grants Pass,
currently has five members stationed in different

locations. Members are working with rural develop-

ment groups in Coos, Curry, Douglas and Jackson
counties.

Dave Jacob of Grants Pass is working as an assis-
tant to the water resources program of the Rogue
Valley Council of Governments out of Central Point.

He said he enjoys his work writing handbooks on how
to improve water quality.

“The water (in Bear Creek) doesn't meet federal '

standards, so anything we do is an improvement,”’
Jacob said.

AmeriCorps workers perform 1,700 hours of ser-
vice during a period of nine months to a year, start-
ing in September. Crew members receive a stipend
of $12,000 for their time of service, and afterward
receive an education award of $4,725, to be used for
future education or to repay student loans.

Applications are available at the Southwest Ore-
gon RC&D office, 576 N.E. E St., or for more infor-
mation, call 476-5906. Marlene Daniels, a program
organizer, said plans are afoot to have eight mem-
bers next year.

AmeriCorps applications can also be used for
other programs, such as the environmental team of
35 people working out of the Rogue River National

Forest.
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Gathermg down by the river

Riverwalk
opens tree
icdentification
program

By BRIAN SEALS/Stan

In Seplember 1993 the Graasroots
Conservancy celebrated the grand
opening of Phase [ of a Riverwalk rin-
ning along the Middle Fork of the
Holston River in Marion.

Sincethen, the hed been work-
ing to enhance le section of
trail while devel ng other segments.

Saturday, the Conservancy celebrat:

.ed another milestone by unveiling its

\ree identificatinn pro duringcer
emonies al Riverbend Park.

AboutShpeople, including some fed-
erul and state forestry and conserve
linn nfficials, attended to see new tree
identification markers along the trail,
some Informational booths set up hy
varioud agencies and to enjoy = sunny
Earth Day with temperatures in the
70a

Whatthose walking the trail saw wag
the (ruils of labor from many people,
Conservancy President Shicley Black-
well harked back to the formative stag-
cs of the (rail in 1993 when machetes
were used tocarve through the vegeta
tion

The group declded the river area
was An area worth reviving lor recre-
ational purposes. With the blessing of
the Marion Town Council, the gruup
proceeded with its plans and adopted
the name “Grazaronts Conservancy.’
Nobody hasto hack through the boush
anymore. The (rail i3 now used regu
larly By runners, bicyelists and fisher-
man

“Whatother lown has a trout atream

running through the center of towm '
Blackwell said.

Many were credited with the waik's

progress thus far. However, the focus
of dayls festivities was the tree
(dentificatigh program and many point-

ed to the witk of AmeriCorps as being

crucial in marking vegetalion along
the trail. AmeriCorps is a program
initiated hy President Clinton that al
laws college gradustes to earn tuithon
mond or pay off college debta.

ink this is an exampla of the
mccu! of that program,” aaid Dave
Nlson of the U S, Forest Service.

- 1 ST
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DID YOU KNOW?: Local hiatorian Mack Sturgllt gave walkers some Insight Into community history while

strolling down the Riverwalk,

AmerComps worker Mindy Clark
worked on identifving and develaping
makers (or vegeiation along the trail
and was aided in implementaton ol the
markershy AmeriCorpt workees Adri

ne arking, Audrey Higgs, lames

'%rm ant! Deltun Aldecman,

Thisa group enlisted ihe help of (he
Science Club at Marion Intermediate
Schoul in setting up the markers,

Working with the lncal schoaol sys
tem, the 1eall will he incorporated into
the scie ~2 curriculum as an outdoor
clargroom for altdents 2t the school.
“Now our kics can grow up anjnying
the trail aned knowing what thess trees
are,” Blackwell said.

The effortzof all involved in develnp-
ing the walk did not go nnaaticed hy
reprasentatives nfsiate officials attend-

ing. Work on the tratll  represented
more thap just a forestry enhancement
project, said Janmes C ook nfthe Virgin-
ia Department of Forestry.

“This shows wha! we have in our
natural world nwnhuﬂnaandwmh
making beiter,” Cook <aid.

With the work and funding coming
{rom many sources, Assistant State
Conservationist Patricia Raul said ihis
lype of project shows Lhe imporfance
nflinking federal, atate and community
resources. “Thmugh these partner-
<hips, we're ahle to achicve a great
deal,” she said.

With the initial speeches finighed,
attendecs toured the Riverwalk (o see
anexample of the accomplishmenis of
which Raul spoke.

While touring down the graveled

i

trail local historian Mack Sturgill not
ed the river hadn't always been name«
the “Holston.”

The Indianx called it the "Hogahee
gee.” the French called it the “Cherc
kee,” and the anl]sh referred to it »
the “Indian River.”

Prior to 1750, Stephen Hohrr..’;_‘ 1
tled at the headwaters of the ric
1750, the river had heen named &
explocer, Sturgill said.

While the Cunsarvancy has actom
plished much inits goal,itisn 1 sliwing
down. Amiddle sectiun aftrail running
by the Marion Town Pool now featyres
an informations! kiosk and some new
landscaping. A third seclion of lri
rung near Campbell Avenue and Rrun
swick Lane. 0
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By BRIAN SEALS/Staff

Ask residents along Campbell
Avenue and they’ll say they're all
for the Riverwalk - 2 multi-use trail

runming along the Middle Fork of

the Hoiston River in parts of Mari-
on. They just don’t want a paved
parking Int for the trail in their
neighborhood

But the Grassroots Conservan-
cy, a poup developing the walk,
wants - make the trail convenient
to use for the whole community.
TVAisdrawing plans and that may
involve soime type of parkingarea in
agrassy ot adjacenttothe trail, just
behind the former Domino’s Pizza
building. Conservancy memberssay
they want 1o work with the resi
dents for 2 solution suitable to 2l

parties.

About 40 neighborhood residents
and Conservancy members gath-
ered at the Marion Recreation De-
partment Wednesday nighttovoice
concerns and discuss the future of
the walk. The three-stage trail runs
along the Middle Fork of the Hol-
ston River in parts of Marion, with
one of those stages being the old
Wilderness Road Garden ClubTrail
running the length of Campbell
Avenue.

Most peopie living in the area

- favor the concept of a recreational

trail that will enhance Marnion's beau-

. ty.However, foratrailtobeused, it
. hastohave access. And that's what

concerns Campbell Avenue resi-
gints - what form that access will
2.

People who live in the area want
to keep land adjacent to the trail
“green.” They feara paved parking
lot will not only be environmentally
insensitive, but will also attracttraf
fic in an area where children play.

. *We would be directly affected
by any paving plans,” said Doug

Johnson, who lives acrossthe street:

from the area where a parking lot
may be planned

Johnson submitted a petition with
30signatures of residents opposed
to turning the area into a parking
lot. He said there was amiple park-
ing in the vicinity of Marion Middle
School on Wilde Street, which ad-
joins Campbell Avenue. Neighbor-
hood resident Dana Chamberiain
agreed.

“If you look back at the history,
notmanypeople wantto park there,”
he said“Idon’tthink youTineedit.”

Liz Johnson said a paved lot would
invite loitering and could increase
problemswithnoise, trash,and tran-
sients. She urged the conservancy
to finish that section of the trail
then determine if a parking areais
needed. “Todoitbefore seems like
putting the cart before the horse,”
she said.

Aside from traffic and lostenng
problems, paving the ot may raise
enwrunmentzipmblemsespeaaﬂy
should the river flood, she said.

Additionally, residents were con-
cerned the Conservancy may want
to place alot f>-ther down the street.
Denton €t said these areas

~ReS|dents balk at parkmg |ot,;dea

“would be harder to police than the
section of trail closer to downtown.

Conservancy memberssaid plans
are incomplete at this point. The

‘Conservancy’s Shirley Blackwell

said the group wants to work with
the public and noted the goal efthe
groupisto promote environmental-
ism. “We are first and foremost
environmentalists,” Blackwell said.

She invited the residentsto meet
with theclubafter preliminary plans
are completed.

Because the river is in the TVA
watershed, the state and TVA would
have toapprove any surface usedon
the trail or the lot, according to
Blackwell. “We've not made a deci-
sion yet,” Blackwell said. “It’s not
paved inasphalt.”

The Grassroots Conservancywas
formed in February 1992 by a group
of citizensinterested in preserving
the area's natural resources. The
Riverwalk is the group’s primary
project. The first section stretches
.6 miles from Riverbend Park on
Cliff Avenue and stretchesto North
Church Street. A second section
runs by the town pool and the third
section begins at Campbell Ave-
nue. Information bulletinboard have

been placed at each section. The -

project has been f througha
variety of donafions and grants.
Future work will be funded by a
$115,000 ISTEA (Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Enhancement
Acf) grantadministered throughthe

; \firginiaDepam‘nemoﬂ‘mlspom

tion.2
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By BRIAN SEALS/Staff

AmeriCorps works for people and communities

Audrey Biggs says that at one time the
thought of sitting down and talking to a
government official intimidated her. Al-
though she earned a master’s degree in
communication from Radford Universi-
ty, dealing with government agencies was
not one of her strong points.

That was before her experience as an
AmeriCorps worker began about eight
months ago.

“I'm a lot less intimidated in dealing
with a municipal structure,” Biggs said.

Part of her service has been to help
organize meetings and events for agen-
cies such as the Resource Conservation
and Development, the Grassroots Con-
servancy and the Middle Fork of the
Holstoa River Water Cummittee. She has
also aided those organizations in writing
press releases and speeches. This has
notonly given her practical expertence in
her field, it has allowed her to help com-
munities such as Marion and Wytheville.

That’s the goal of the AmeriCorps pro-

;. gram — allowing individuals to perform

public service while gaining experience

»and money to pay for college.

Joel Berg, AmeriCorps program man-
ager from Washington, was in Manon

Thursday to see what the program has
meanttothe town. “You can’t understand
what’s going on i the country sitting
behind a desk,” Berg said. ,

So he has been on a nine-day jaunt
through Appalachia inspecting projects
the program’s members have been in-
volved with.

Locally, AmenCorps members work
outofthe New River-Highlands Resource
Conservation and Development office in
Wytheville. Biggs is one of five Amenri-
Corps members in that office. These
members have worked on projects bene-
fiting Jocal communites. [n Marion, the
group has spent numerous hours helping
the Grassroots Conservancy develop the
Riverwalk along the Middle Fork of the
HolstonRiver. Mindy Clark, who serves
in the arogram, drew plans for the walk
and worked to invoive local schools with
the walk through an outdoor classroom
project along the trail

This is one of the needs the program
addresses. “Everywhere ['ve gone, the
program is working very well,” Berg told
about 2 dozen people gathered at the
Riverwalk. “It's not make-work. I[t’sdoing
the things the community needs.”

[t's a program that wiil likely need
B See CORPS. Page A12
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Adrienne Perkins, Joel Berg, James Pratt, Audrey Biggs, Mindy Clark ;
Delton Alderman review the Riverwalk plan,
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It works for people and communities

M CORPS, from Page Al

much delending considering the bud-
get-culling climate in today’s Congress.
Berg said AmeriCorps is viewed by many
inthe nation's capitol as a liberal program
-— gn assessment with which he dis
agrees. The naysayers in Washington
“don't have a clue,” Berg said.

The program's benefits are several-
fold and appeal to conservative and liber-
alopinions, Bery said. It's liberal in that it
allows members (o expand their educa
tion. It's conservative in that those people
have to work forthe benefits they receive.
“T'his isn't a liberal or a conservative
idea,” Berg said. “It’s just good sense "

Another criticism Berg has o answer
is the accusation the program is just
another President Clinton “big-govern-
ment” program. But Berg is quick to note
that projects AmeriCorps works with orig-
inate on the local level. *We don’t tell you
what to do,” Berg said. “You told us what
youneeded and we gave you the resourc-
estodoil”

Berg oversees a seclion of the Ameri-

l

Corps that works under the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The USDA compo.
nent of the program has 38 projects with

1,200 workers. Overall, AmeriCorps has,

about 20,000 members working o
projects in all 50 slates, according to
Berg Projects address three arcas: hun-
ger prevention, enviroumental concerns
and rural development.

Despite the criticism of AmeriCorps,
Rery suid he thinks it has a sound future
because tenants of the program appeal to
conservatismand liberalism. “Everything
in our program has to pass the ‘Jesse’
test,” Berg said, joking thatit must appeal
to Jesse Helms and Jesse Jackson.

Many community leaders present
Thursday needed little convincing of the
program's effectiveness The lush, green
vegetation surronnding the teail along
the Middle Fork of the Holston River and
the tree identification markers were just
a portion of the fruits of the program's
labor. Clark’s work with the program has
involved conceptual drawings ofthe three-
part trail and identifying trees and devel-

uping plaques with information on what
grows along the walk. AmeriCorps mem-
bers spent weekends with Grassroots
and other volunteers clearing the trail
and erecting the markers.

“They work well with the volunteers
we have and we're thankful they're here,”
Marion Mayor Marshall Guy said.

Lawrence Richardson echoed praise
for the group, especially for its efforts
with the Middle Fock Water Committee.
“I've been impressed about the overall
enthusiasm and dedication they've given
all the projects,” he said.

While the group’s most visible under-
laking in Marion is the Riverwalk, it has
been involved in much more. For exam-
ple. member Delton Alderman has
worked on a project to establish “dry
hydrants” inrural areas — basically pipes
running from ponds or another water
source used for fire protection.

Members benefit as much as the com-
munity. “I've gained a lot of experience,”
Clark said. “I've been able to do things I
normally wouldn't be able to do." O
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Bill Cook, president of the Hancock County Historical and Genealogical Society, stands in the

door of the men’s cell inside the former Hancock County Jail, soon to reopen as Hanc
County’s Melungeon Cultural Heritage Museum.
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|5-year-old idea sprouted with the help
of organizers, volunteers, federal grants

(L,q —

RUTLEDGE — A 15-year-old
idea finally becomes reality this
summer with next month’s un-
veiling of a specially designed
driving tour along the back roads
of central and upper East Ten-
nessee.

The Tennessee Wilderness
Road was developed with a com-
bination of organizers, volunteers
and federal grants and includes
stops of mostly historical or rec-
reational interest.

It meanders through nine ad-
joining counties, from Claiborne
to Johnson, and is also intended
to approximate the route followed
by pioneers who traveled through

a Clinton admin-

formed the Americorpg team of
project coordinators.

“We started working to get or-

anized in October am§ met with
ocal tourism representatives in
each of the involved counties in
December,” Russell said. “Tour-
18sm was something all these
counties were interested in pro-
moting. This kind of idea, in fact,
had been kicked around for about
15 years.”

Residents were asked to rank
what was most important to area
tourism. They agreed on sites and
proposed a slow but steady devel-
opment of tourism so the region
could retain its character and the
residents could control its
growth, Russell said.

““The counties are limited eco-

playment,” she said.

the Cumberland Gap to - nomically and have been losing
tueky———————_"~people because of a lack of em-
y

e £ O
istration initiative and program
of the U.S. De ﬂrtn?nt%rgﬁ?b

which has been based in Rutledge
and organized by the Clinch-Pow-
ell Resource Conservation and
Development Council.

M Russell, Mikhail DeLong
and m}et‘emy Williams  have

Idea.

‘\RC&D (the development
coungil) has been working on sus-

‘"8 culture, provided The expertise— taipable agriculture initiatives,
/-and-seme-funding-for-the-project; but the tourism initiative is an-

other viable branch of economic
development. One of its benefits
is that it can be developed lacally
and can be owned locally.”
Another benefit, DeLong said,
is that driving tours are a grow-

Continued from page B1

ing area of interest for vacation-
ers.

“Studies show that the same
kinds of people interested in boat-
ing, fishing and camping are in-
terested in learning more about
regional or family history, and ge-
nealogy researchers arg a signifi-
cant part of tourists who come
here.”

Selling area residents and vol-
unteers on the concepts of ‘‘na-
ture-based” and “‘environmental-
ly sensitive” tourism also was
easy, Russell said.

‘Rather than alter the area,
the idea was to draw attention to
its natural beauty and small-
town, personal interaction,” she

Russell said similar types of
“roads” are being developed else-
where in Tennessee and other
states. Some may also focus on
regional heritage and history,
while others may have a cultural
theme and emphasize music or
other arts, she said.

The Tennessee Wilderness
Road however, is designed to co-
ordinate with others like it in ad-
joining states, Williams said.

(~ Please see IDEA, page B4

North Carolina.”
A prototype of the brochure
listing all stops and areas of in-
terest along :Ef,-

route gets its fi-

“This one isn’t a combination
with the other states’, but it is
made to hook up with theirs,” he
said.

“Kentucky has one that goes
to Cumberland Gap. They’ll send
people here, and we'll send peo-
ple there. It'll also link up fairly
well with ones in Virginia and

nal review from officials July 6,
Williams said. Once approved,
the brochures should be printed
and distributed later that month.

_DeLong said the brochures
will be available “anywhere you
find other travel brochures and
tourism information, like state
parks, welcome centers, AAA,
and any other of your favorite
convenience stops.”
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trator Noe Sauceda.

The “A™ applies 1o teacher aiti-
wdes, according 1o the 180-page
thests [formallv titled *“A
Descniptive Study of the Relation-
ship Between Campus Performance,
efficacy, and Seiecied Teacher Cha-
racteristics in Elementary Cam-
puses m South Texas.”

Sauceda, an assistant superinten-
dent for mstruction, recently earned

suming good teacher attitudes trans-
lates into improved student perfor-
mance 1s a “commonsense ap-
proach.” Sauceda said several unigue
indicators emerged in the smdy.

“One thing that struck me 1s that
the teachers’ belief i the benefits af
education in general appears more
related to high student performance
than the teachers' belief in their
own skills,” be said.

—

Teachers were raled through a
complex survey on how they fell
about their abilities as well as their
students’ ability to leam.

“What [ found is that Lthe teach-
ers’ expectations that their students
can learn is more important than
any other single factor.” he said.

At-risk students

Approximalely 75 percent of the
Valley students in the Brownsville,

ALUD AU JCaiU, ©YCH WUURL iGany
come from disadvantaged back-
grounds, appears 10 be the chief in-
dicator of whether a campus 1s high
performing,” be said.

“High-performing teachers are
nol inumidated by their students’
abilities or lack thereof. They sim-
ply get to work and buiid enthusi-
asm for learning,” Sanceda said.

In terms of training, the admin-
istrator also found that teaching

themselves and their students than
teachers who specialized in 2 spe-
cific area,” he said.

Sauceda explained that the cur-
rent state trend is 1o aliow ieachers
to earn a degree in a specific field
such as math or science and then
take only a limited number or even | 2 -
©0 edecation COUrses. - ' R -

Piease See ‘Sauceda’ Page 124 Noe Sauceda

Referendum sought to boost spinach production — See Page 1B
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UCISD expects
, additional $4.5
million in aid

by Bill Cockerill
Managing ednor
Uvalde CISD is expected 1o re-

He nolted, however, that the
groundwork for the increase in state

funding was estabiished during last
vear's Tlualde Sehanl Raned antine
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for attending this grand opening
celebration of the completion of our
new Wet and Dry Tracuon Testing
Facility,” said Proving Grounds
manager Randy Ivey. “The compie-
tion of this addition to the Proving
Grounds is 2 milestone for this fa-
cility.

“For the first time, all of our on-

“It is also a strong indication of
the support and confidence our cor-
poration has in Our operation, as
wel! as Continental General Tire's
continued commitment 10 our cus-
wmers,” Ivey said.

Ivey introduced Bernd
Frangenberg, president of
Continental General Tire; Jim

the traction tesung and wel pad
place Uvalde at the top of world-
wide 1esting facilities.

“This addition today signals an-
olner step forward in our quest to be
the very best. to be able 1o change
and respond 10 customer demands,”
Frangenberg said.

“Change is the order of the day

AmeriCorps

Area residents join efforts to improve communities

by Katie Ford
Staff writer

Whether it was going to school
or working for a general contractor,
area residents Armando Gomez,
D’ Ann Clark and Esmelinda Lopez
were leading very different lives un-
til last October when they decided
to join AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps, which is in its first
year of operation, is a grassroots
national service program initiated
by President Bill Clmton.

The program addresses the coun-
iry’s educational, human service,
pablic safety and environmental
needs by putting Americans o
work at the community level,

in return for their nine to 12
months or 1,812 honrs of service,
the AmeriCorps workers receive a
salary pius a $4.725 grant to be
used to further their education.

Gomez, Clark and Lopez serve
in the rurai development branch of
the program and answer 10 COunty

b et WITEs AF the

Development office in Uvalde.

Gomez, who lives in Eagle
Pass, was working for a general
contractor when he leamed about
AmeriCorps through the RECD of-
fice.

“I was working for a general
contracior at the time, but basically
I wanted (o get invoived with my
community and somehow change or
modify things for the betterment of
the community,” Gomez said.

As an AmenCerps worker,
(Gomez is managing a city beautifi-
cation project in Eagle Pass by en-
forcing city ordinances designed by
the mayor and City Council 1o
eliminate condemned properties and
dilapidated buildings.

He said he identifies the con-
demned property and buildings and
sends cleanup notices o the own-
ers.

Gomez also helps rural residents
apply for iocans for nome improve-
ments and grants for people living

in rolaniac that need cpwaee and

Last April, Gomez attended a
statewide AmeriCorps convention
in Austin that atiracted approxi-
mately 1,000 workers from across
the stale.

“That was definitely the high-
Light of my service,” he said, adding
that be parucipated in a city parks
cleanup effort while i Austin.

“We gol to demonstrate what we

could do as a group,” Gomez said.
“It was really impressive — a com-
ing-together of sorts."

Clark, who lives in Brack-
ettville, was volunteering for the
Soil Conservation Service when
she leared about AmeriCorps.

“I enmyuy working with the com-
munily and being out in the field,”
Clark said. “Ti is very rewarding. It
feels great to be a part of your
community.”

Since joining the service pro-
gram, Clark has been working at
the Middle Rio Grande Develop-
ment Council office in Uvalde with

DU PEOpIC MAKE W VILITITIAC, 1
am proud (0 say that we are blessed
with a group of individuals dedi-
caied to making our company vital.
[ salute ali of you, kmowing thai
you are part of a larger team,” the
executive said,

Please See ‘Tire’ Page 12A

IMLUION 0 SEALC LS.

The district currently receives
about $14.5 million in state a1d as
part of a $25.2 million operating
budge! for the 1994-95 fiscal year.

“Certainly there is no need (0
consider any lax rate mcrease,”
Harrell said of (be prospects for m-
creased funding.

Making a difference

Rural Economic and Community Development county
supervisor J. Annet Wilke (left) stands with D" Ann Clark,
Esmelinda Lopez and Armando Gomez (left to right), who are
currently working to meet the needs of their communiues
through a national service team called AmeriCorps.

“We Jost $1 million in state aid
for the last two years even (hough
we were one of the school districts
designed (o be helped by this bill.
Thal really hur." ke said.

“Now everything is turned

Please See ‘UCISD’ Page 124

Hornby
fund is
formed

A Harry and Kathryn Homby
Memorial Scholarship Fund has
been established at Southwest
Texas Jumior College.

The goal for the fund, which
will provide an endowed annual
scholarship for a student to attend
the school, is $10.000.

According to SWTIC president
Billy Word, the schoo! already has
$3.548 given at the ume of Hamy
Homby's death 1o 1978 and approx-
imately $500 in donations smce the
death of Kathryn Hemby on June 7.

By combining the separate dona-
tions, the fund will begin with
about $4,000, Word said.

Harry Homby Ir. was a longtime
publisher of the Uvalde Leader-
News, baving purchased it from his
father and newspaper founder H.P.
Homby Sr. in 1948,

Mrs. Homby served as the pub-
lisher of the paper from the time of
her husband's death until it was
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efforts,” Garnett said.

The awards were announced
Friday during the 116th Annual
TPA Summer Convention at the

Iyatt Repency on Town Lake in
Austin.

MRCS UVALDE &0
our balf-day kindergarten program
to a full-day program and that
greatly increases our ADA (average
daily attendance) rate,”" Harrell said.
While he maintained there is no
nced for a tax rate increase for the
1995-96 budget, Harrell cautioned

PAGE B3

Uvalde CISD is eligible to re-
ceive about $890,000 in state aid,
nol included in the $4.2 million in-
crease, {or building improvements
that must be matched by $375,000
in local funds.

Those figures are also prelimi-

* Corps

(Cont. From Page 1A)

Ann Vaughan, who is the director
of economic and community devel-
opment.

“I stay on top of all the paper-

'ANTED
spendent School District

School Psychologist
Vasters Level

' Contract

anslve individual assassment,
clal education teachers.
Office, Uvalde CISD, -
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work,"” Clark said, adding that she
helps locate, research and secure
funding for city maintenance
cquipment and municipal projects.

Most recently, she helped secure
funding to reopen Lhe city pool in
Brackettville for the summer
months. '

Grassroots program

Lopez, a 1993 graduate of Car-
nzo Springs High School, said her
school counselor informed her of
Clinton's new grassroots program.

“When (the counselor) was
telling me about it, it seemed very
interesting to me,"” sald Lopez, who
now works alongside Carrlzo
Springs County Judge Charles
Jobnson.

During her service, Lopez has
conducted door-to-door surveys on
the water and sewage needs of rural
residents, gathered signatures for a
petition to improve telephone ser-
vice in the Carrizo Springs arca and
initizted neighborhood crime watch
groups.

(Gomez, Clark and Lopez said
they plan to pursue higher educa-
tion once thelr service contracts end

MILTON WOOLF

ELECTRIC SERVIC

Wiring » Comniercial « Hous
R tiam

apvermprd ol Devmed- o

Hwy. 90 E., Uvalde

Rep. $899 40 $999.99
Lovesent $380.99

in September.

Gomez said he wants 10 [inish
his bachelor’s degree in either busi-
ness or public administration.

“I'm very proud of that,” Gomez
said of returning o school.

Clark said she plans (o finish her
schooling and apply for a state
parks position with the Texas De-
partment of Parks and Wildlife.

l.opez said she wants to attend
Del Mar College In Corpus Christi
and study radio technology with a
focus on sonograms,

Priceless experlence

e said.
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“Through this experience, Thave  but Tt
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nity and where we want or nced 10 college
£o," Gomez said.

“A lot of people aren’t familiar
with AmeriCorps, but the more The
they find out, the more they want on the
to know about it.” Clark said. "I'd  expetic
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Grassley Not a Fan of AmeriCorps

The Americbrps Program

environmental programs nationally.

volunteers.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s new national service initiative for volun-
teers who will work in about 400 education, anti-crime, social service and

B Who Is eligible? — Anyone who is 17 years or older, a U.S. citizen or
permanent resident and, in most cases, a high school graduate.

B How can you join? — Call 1-800-342-2677 to receive an AmeriCorps
National Referral form. Fill it out and mail it back. That will include you in the
AmeriCorps National Service Network database, which is used to supplement
local AmeriCorps members with national recruits.

B What Is received in return for service? — In exchange for one or two years
of service, you will be paid $7,500 a year with health and child-care benefits,
and you also will receive an educational award of $4,725 a year to pay for
college or to repay outstanding student loans.

@ AmeriCorps programs in Nebraska: AmeriCorps/USDA — public lands
and environmental team, 20 volunteers; Community Action of Nebraska, 23
volunteers; and VISTA, 29 volunteers.

W AmeriCorps in lowa: Association of Farmworker Opportunity program,
five volunteers; | Have A Dream Foundation, five volunteers: lowa Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, 20 volunteers; lowa College and Community
Action Network, 82 volunteers; Mid-lowa Community Action, 20 volun-

teers; AmeriCorps/USDA public lands and environmental team, nine volun-
teers; AmeriCorps/USDA rural development team, 26 volunteers; VISTA, 60

BY DAVID C. BEEDER
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

Washington — AmenCorps. a pro-
gram launched Monday by President
Clinton in a White House ceremony,
could cost $30,400 for each of 20.000
participants. Sen. Charles Grassley, R-
lowa, said Monday.

“That's enough money to cover four
vears of tuition and fees for three full-
time students attending the University of
lowa.” Grassley said.

He said 20.000 AmeriCorps partici-
pants next vear will be given a salary and
education award tantamount 10 $7.27 an
hour. plus medical benefits and free child
care.

AmeriCorps. which passed Congress
by a wide margin last year, will pay
participants to do two years of commun-
tv work in four areas: education, health
and human needs, the environment and
public safety.

The workers, many of whom are in
their late teens and early 20s, will receive

minimum-wage pay. free health care and
a $4.725 educational voucher for one
year of work. The money can be used for
college. vocational education or to pay
off college loans.

The federal government will pay 85
percent of the costs of the program. with
the remainder provided by participating
local and state governments.

Grassley said he questioned the need
for AmeriCorps, one of the programs
directed by Eli Segal. chief executive
officer of the Corporation for National
Service. The agency also administers the
National Senior Service Corps.

Segal. in response to questions raised
by Grassley. said funding for the pro-
gram would “buy safer streets, smarter
students, cleaner parks and healthier
babies.”

Grassley has introduced legislation
that would restrict $168 million of the
$418 miilion appropriated for Ameri-
Corps until the General Accounting Of-
fice certifies that the cost of AmeriCorps
would be less than $15 per hour of
service.

Service Corps Under Way in Nebraska

BY T.L. HENION
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
Delegations from Nebraska and lowa
attended Monday’s swearing-in cere-
monies for the AmeriCorps program in
Kansas City. linked by satellite with the
national ceremony at the White House.
Nebraska first lady Diane Nelson.
honorary chairman of the Nebraska
Commission for National and Commu-
nity Service, headed a 90-person contin-
gent from Nebraska.

In Nebraska. three programs will be
included in the AmeriCorps mission:
AmeriCorps/ USDA-Public Lands and
Environmental team: Community Ac-
tion of Nebraska; and VISTA, the anti-
poverty program that is being absorbed
Into Amencorps.

About 75 volunteers eventually will be

hired for the three programs, said Chris-
tine Vu. interim administrative assistant
at the AmeriCorps office in Lincoln.
*“Nebraska sull is in the process of
recruitment of its volunteers,” she said.

Nebraska has received $457.622 in
federal funds under the AmeriCorps
initiative, which will be used for pro-
grams that teach young people how to
resolve conflicts without fists and guns.

Craig Derickson. who will direct the
Ameri&orpstSDA-Publjc Lands and
Environmental team in Nebraska, said
he is looking forward to the project.

*“Much of what we will do after we get
our volunteers will be work connected
with the flood of 1993,” Derickson said.
“We will be cleaning up public recre-
ation areas, trails and that sort of thing.

Our volunteers will collect data on water

quality, water-related issues, as well.

*Our volunteers will do a great deal of
‘get-down-in-the-mud’ work.”

Derickson said his program is nearly
finished with the volunteer recruitment
phase. All volunteers probably will be on
board within two weeks. he said.

“Then. we want to give these people an
opportunity to receive training in a
broad range of environmental issues
before we send them out.” Derickson
said.

Community Action of Nebraska also
is in the process of selecting its volunteer
force. e organization's long-range
mission is to develop and implement
conflict resolution and peer mediation
programs for youth ages 10-15 in a
multisite, statewide youth violence pre-
vention program.

Gov. Nelson said that 800 to 1.000

students eventually will be reached
through the Youth Mediation and Con-
flict Resolution program.

Volunteers 1n Service to America —
VISTA — has volunteers and programs
up and running, said Director Anne
Johnson of Lincoln.

“We have them all over — Omaha.
Lincoln, Grand Island, Kearney, Nor-
folk.” she said. “Mostly, our volunteers
are working in community poverty situa-
tions. Of our volunteers, I would say that
more than 75 percent have a bachelor’s
or master’s degree, and the rest have at
least a high school education.

“The average age of our volunteers is
36. which is a bit higher than the national
average. That is in the low 20s, I think.
And the majority of our volunteers are
women."
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AMERICORPS MEETING IN HOLLY GROVE: Eight AmeriCorps participants and other officials met in
Holly Grove last Wednesday with U. S. Department of Agriculture AmeriCorps Director Joél Berg.
Each of the participants told of specific areas of work in which they were involved. In some way, they
have all been involved in the work at Holly Grove. AmeriCorps participants include from left: Vivian
Jones of North Little Rock; Loyda Stith of Batesville; Audria Coleman of Holly Grove; Debra Carmen
of Little Rock; Joel Berg, AmeriCorps director of Washington, D.C.; Renee Spurlock of Holly Grove,
Jana Coleman of Holly Grove; Lisa Cobb of Jonesboro; and Harrison Locke of Fargo.

Americorps Participants Meet in
Holly Grove with Director Berg

Eight AmeriCorps participants
along with other officials met last
Wednesday with U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture AmeriCorps
Director Joel Berg. The meeting
was held in the Holly Grove City
Hall.

Area AmeriCorpsworkers were
joined by Berg, Allen Pigg of the
U.S. Forestry Service in Georgia;
Cedric Bradford, state conserva-
tionist with Natural Resources
Conservation Service; Don
Jernigan, publicist with USDA-
NRCS; Monroe County Judge
Tom Catlett; and Holly Grove
Mayor Lula Tyler.

The Arkansas AmeriCorpspar-
ticipants have been working on
rural development projects in
eastern Arkansas. In Holly Grove,
the work has focused on apprais-
als of homes located in the 100

veying residents in the floodplain
and offering practical assistance
about relocation. :

In addition to the work of the
buyout, AmeriCorps is involved
in many other projects. In Holly
Grove, AmeriCorps workers have
assisted local planning commit-
tees, worked with the fire depart-
ment to bring the department up
to standards, worked in bringing
together local churches for com-
munity functions, and have
worked towards securing fund-
ing for projects. Jana Coleman
related that she had worked with
Fargo for the city to install street
lights and in securing regular
garbage pickup.

In other areas, the work of
AmeriCorpsvaries greatly. Debra
Carmen of the Central Arkansas -
RC and D Council has been work-



Americorps Participants Meet in
Holly Grove with Director Berg

Eight AmeriCorps participants
along with other officials met last
Wednesday with U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture AmeriCorps
Director Joel Berg. The meeting
was held in the Holly Grove City
Hall.

Area AmeriCorpsworkers were
joined by Berg, Allen Pigg of the
U. S. Forestry Service in Georgia;
Cedric Bradford, state conserva-
tionist with Natural Resources
Conservation Service; Don
Jernigan, publicist with USDA-
NRCS; Monroe County Judge
Tom Catlett; and Holly Grove
Mayor Lula Tyler.

The Arkansas AmeriCorps par-
ticipants have been working on
rural development projects in
eastern Arkansas. In Holly Grove,
the work has focused on apprais-
als of homes located in the 100
year floodplain. At a fair market
value, the Federal Emergency
. Management Agency (FEMA), is

"buying up the properties fre-
quently flooded by the overflow
waters of Dial Creek. Once the
buy-out is completed, residents
may relocate to a new, yet to be
built, housing complex at the in-
tersection of Highways 17 and 86.
Some relocated residents will be
allowed to build houses on two or
three nearby areas. Property
clearance fromthe floodplain will
begin when other factors are in
place. Individual home apprais-
alswill movetherelocation project
along.

Lisa Cobb of the Eastern Ar-
kansas RC and D Council has
been instrumental in helping with
appraisals. Audria Coleman,
Renee Spurlock, and Jana
Coleman have been involved sur-
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veying residents in the floodplain

and offering practical assistance

about relocation.

In addition to the work of the
buyout, AmeriCorps is involved
in many other projects. In Holly
Grove, AmeriCorps workers have
assisted local planning commit-
tees, worked with the fire depart-
ment to bring the department up
to standards, worked in bringing
together local churches for com-
munity functions, and have
worked towards securing fund-
ing for projects. Jana Coleman
related that she had worked with
Fargo for the city to install street
lights and in securing regular
garbage pickup.

In other areas, the work of
AmeriCorps varies greatly. Debra
Carmen of the Central Arkansas

RCand D Council hasbeen work-

ing with a pellet stove project
which involves cooking with pel-
lets made from compacted saw-
dust. She has also worked with
finding markets for poultry lit-
ter, and installing dry hydrants
in rural areas. Loyda Stith of
Batesville has been working on
recycling projects and educating
land owners about the value of
wetlands. Harrison Locke of
Fargo has been working with
marketing of alternative crops
and supervising ASU students
learning about vegetable crops.
Vivian Jones of North Little Rock
has been working with an adoles-
cent development program tar-
geted towards the African-Ameri-
can male.

Director Joel Berg commented
that the various works of
AmeriCorps model the “national
service” priority of President Bill

L —

Clinton. Berg stated that
AmeriCorps is the way to change
America through “local residents
and empowering local communi-
ties to change themselves.” Ap-
proximately 20,000 AmeriCorps

. workers are at work across the

nation. The program provides for
cost of living expenses and pro-
vides payment for higher educa-
tion. Berg calls the program the
“G. I. bill without the G. 1.” Berg
commended the work of the
AmeriCorps members present.
Following the meeting, the
AmeriCorps members hosted a
reception for all in attendance.

- - - —



C:’rén?)er Covnty News , Thoi‘édﬂ.\j Detembec ¥, qu({

JOPPA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL third graders recently presented a program for the residents and staff of Ridgeview Terrace
Nursing Home in Rutledge. The students dressed as pilgrims and Indians in commemoration of the Thanksgiving holiday

around which the program was planned. (Photo by Karen Long)

Clinch-Powell Employs Workers

The Clinch-Powell
Resource Conservation
and Development
Council has employed
six AmeriCorps par-
ticipants.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton’s national service
initiative that allows
young people to earn
money for school and
loan repayments while
serving critical needs in
their communities. The
Clinch-Powell RC&D
AmeriCorps are spon-
sored by the United
States Forest Service and
Natural Resource Con-
servation Service to aid
the rural community.

Participants will be
working in the five coun-
ties served by the coun-
cil, Claiborne, Grainger,
Hancock, Hawkins and

Union.

The AmeriCorps per-
sonnel are Sarah
Buchanan, Liz Upchur-
ch, Mikhail Delong,
Mary Russell, Jeremy
Williams and Steve Kar-
nitz.

Buchanan is serving as
the environmental
education coordinator.
She will work in the
school conducting
various programs and ac-
tivities on solid waste
education, clean water,
Conservation Camp, En-
virothon and teacher in-
service workshops. Her
other activities will in-
clude newsletters to area
schools, publicity on the
environmental educa-
tion program and the en-
vironmental resource
library maintained by the

council. Buchanan holds
a B.S. degree in
agriculture com-
munications.

Upchurch is serving as
the solid waste and
recycling specialist. Her
duties  will include
developing exhibits and
displays, assisting solid
waste Loards, education
and a promotion cam-
paign to increase
recycling and waste
reduction, development
of a Buy Recycled cam-
paign and integration
with the Keep America
Beautiful coordinator.
She is a recent University
of Tennessee graduate in
geography.

Delong, Russell and
Williams are serving as
the specialty recreation
and tourism team. They

will be evaluating
establishing a tourism
base for the five counties
served by the council.
The formation of a
regional advisory com-
mittee for the project and
working with established
tourism committees will
be the basis of
developing a long range
tourism gevelopmenl
plan.

Russell and Williams
hold M.S. degrees in
E;eography from UT and

elong is a geography
graduate from UT.

Karnitz will be serving
as a recycling specialist
for the Recycﬁng Market
Cooperative of East Ten-
nessee. RMCET, located
in Knoxville, serves 34
east Tennessee counties.

Food Stamps Aid With Holiday

The holidays are
quickly approaching and
many people are looking
forward to the gooc
times and good foods
that go with the season.
However, there are
many people in area
communities who may
not be able to enjoy these
times because they are
struggling to make ends
meet. The Douglas
Cherokee Economic

Authority’s Food Stamp
Outreach Project may be
ableto help those in need
of assistance.

This program serves
Campbell, Claiborne,

Cocke, Grainger, Ham-

blen, Jefferson, Monroe,
Morgan, Scott, Sevier,
and Union Counties.

Anyone interested in ap-
plying for food stamps
may simply call 1-800-
673-4458. This call is free
of charge. A worker will

ask a few simple
questions. If a caller
meets certain guidelines,
an application will be
sent.

The program .targets

four. groups: the elderly,_ "

working poor, homeléss
and single parents.
However, anyone in-
terested in applying for
benefits may call.
Seniorcitizens are living
on fixed incomes as the

cost of living increases.
The elderly also tend to
have high medical bills or
high prescription costs.
A number of older
people spend 3 or more
of their income on
medicine. = - 7.
Eighty-five percent of
people over retirement
age suffer from at least
one chronic disease that
affects what they need to
eat. Food Stamps can
help buy those foods
needed for special diets

N PRRSATY fnr coOninr

Katnitz will be working
on the inventory and
database management of
recycling programs,
program design and
materials management
as well as recruitment of
members and education
of the public concerning
markets and recycling.
He is a Tennessee
Technological University
graduate in chemical
engineering.

AmeriCorps participan-
ts are assigned to work
1812 hours and eligible
toserve for two years.

““The AmeriCorps
program is helping RC&D
to meet important needs
inthe communities we

serve. The talents of the |

AmeriCorps workers and
their dedication to com-
munity service is an ex-
citing addition to our
programs,”’ reports Lindy
Turner, RC&D coor-
dinator.

For more information
about the AmeriCorps
program, call the RC&D
office at 828-5927 or 828-
8354.

‘Don’t Forget!
THURSDAY,
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School and their driving
privileges revoked for a
year.

Todd Kincaid was
placed on probation for
11 months and 29 days
on each of the charges of
theft under $500 and
vandalism.

Frank Smith was fined
$250and costs for driving
on a revoked license and
given a 30-day suspen-
ded sentence. He also
was fined $10 and costs
for violation of the seat
belt law.

Bobby Lynn Atkins was
fined $50 and costs for
reckless driving.
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MID-DELTA BRIEFS
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GRI:ENVILLE ~ Ten AmeriCorps voluri-
'teecs in the Delta will spend the year trying to
improve bridges, sewer systems and recycling
programs in an ¢ffort to improve the general
quallhr of life among residents. ,

AmeriCorps:is President Clinton's new na-
lional service program, involving 20,000 Am-
ericans, 17 and older.

Volunteers receive money at the end of the
year of service, which began in Sepiember.
They can use the money to (urther their edu-
-cations or.pay back student loans.

The 10 volunteers are stationed throughout
the Delta, In Greenville, Greenwood; Belzoni,
C!avaland and Stoneville, nccordlng to team
laader Csesandra McClure,

- “Each member has different objectivas,"
McC}ure sald.

~In Grecnvlua for instnnce. Wandra Ar-
rln;ton ond Jethro Henderson hope to obtain
grants:to help fund local reeyeling programs
already In place in Washington, Isaaquenn
and Sharkey counties. -

“We're warking with local leadeu and pub-
lic. officials in the area to.expand, evaluate
and work with existing projects,” Amngton
explained. -

Another. volumocr is an assistant forester;

AT A8 L

?f’ﬂ-."“u&‘ L

two in Cleveland gre working on (he gewer
systems; and the Belzoni team is cvalualing
the safety of timber bridges to find oul which
ones need (o be [ixed, MeClure saidl.

The Northwest Resource Conscrvativig andd
Development Area in Stonevillae acts as the
gponsar for the program. Part of the fuederal
Soil Conservation and Developmoent Sovvie,
Lhhe non-profit agency works on rural devel-
opment programs in the Mississippi Delta.

Throughout the year, volunteers also hope
to Initiate other projects related 1o education,
publie salety and human and envirenmaenta!
needs.
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j GREENVILLE Ten AmeriCorps volun-
‘teers (n tha Delta wijl spend the year trying to
improve bridges, sewer systems and recycling
programs in an efTort to improve the general
quallw of life among residents.

-AmeriCorpa:is President Clinton's new na-
-lional servica program, involv-lnz 20,000 Am-
ericans, 17 and older.

Volunteers receive money at lha end of the
year of service, which began in Sepiember.

They ean use the money to (urther their edu-
.cntiom or.pay back student loans.

The 10 volunteers are stationed throughout
the Delta, In Greenville, Greenwood; Belzoni,
CIwalmd and Stoneville, according to team
laader Cassandra McClure,

- “Earch member hu difl'erent object!va:,"
Mcciure sald. - .

~In Groenvtlln for lnmnnc, Wandn Ar-

.rlnlton ond Jcthro Hendarson hopé to obtain
‘grants:to help fund local reeyeling programs

already In place in Washington, Issaquenn
and SHarkey counties. -
. “We're warking with local Ieadeu and puh-
'lin officials 1n the area to.expand, evaluate
and work with existing projects,” Arrington
explained, -

Another. voluntocr isan auiatant forester,
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two In Cleveland gre working on (he gewoer
systems; and the Belzoni team is evalualing
the safely of timber bridges to find out which
ones need (o be Mxed, MeClure saicl.

The Northwest Resource Conservition aned
Development Area in Stoneville uets as the
sponsar for the program. Part of the fuderyl
Sol) Conservation and Developmaent Seviee,
the pon-profit agency works on rurasl devel-
opment programs in the Mississippi Delta.

Throughout the year, volunteers also hope
(o Initiate other projects related fo ¢ducation,
public salety and human and environmental
needs.
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AmmCorplsanaumalsemé’, l.Ba

»rogram much like the Civilian §

_onservauon'CorpsoftheIQB{)s :',: &

tis designed to facilitate pro-
rrams that can achieve direct’

esults addressing the nation’ crit-| -

cal education, human service,
»ublic safety and environmental
ieeds, with not only a projected
utcome beneficial to the commu.

ity when completed, but provid-
ng beneficial experience to the
2am members. Those members
vork for one year at minimum
vage, but in the end earn a $5,000
cholarship to use one of three
vays — to pay off existing college

oans, to attend college or to attend

: trade school.

The local AmeriCorps project
avolves cultivation of plants at the
{L&P Cedar Bayou plant to later
¢ transplanted to a demonstration
1arsh area on Atkinson Island,
roperty of the Port of Houston.
“he Americorp workers have been
n the job for about one month.
he project should take about 10
1onths more.

In the partnership, HL&P is
roviding the field laboratories,
reenhouse and equipment; the
art of Houston is providing
100,000 for supplies, materials
d transportation; and the USDA

funding Seidensticker’s efforts.

The work at Atkinson Island
ill involve mostly smooth cord-
-ass, which has been proven
Tective, hardy, disease resistance
\d quick to spread when used in
is area as a means to protect

orelines. Shore erosion and

‘struction of wetlands are the

0 biggest problems plaguing

Dawd Tees, HL&P, Ned
Holmes, Port of Houston
and Paul Johnson, NRCS
sign the AmeriCorps
agreement.

Texas’ coastal areas.

The group, under Seidenstick-
er's guidance, will also establish
other plants in areas with severe
shoreline erosion problems.

All those plants will begin as
seedlings at the HL&P plant.

Then, according to Seidenstick-
er, the group will create 220 acres
of island and shallow water marsh.

The project had its origins about
eight years ago when committees
working for the port’s 1989 bond
election pledged to do something
beneficial with material dredged
from the Houston Ship Channel,
according to Ned Holmes, board
chairman of the port.

“We're coupling and environ-
mental project with an economic
project to the benefit of both,” he
said. “It usually works the other
way around ... this is phenome-
nal”

The project will involve creation
of islands and oyster reefs, using

Eddie Seidensticker, shoreline erosion. specialist with
the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service,
plants smooth cordgrass seed. Seidensticker is super-
visor of the AmeriCorps team working on the HL&P
wetlands project.

the spoil from dredging. Natural
grasses will then be planted
around such reefs and islands, as
well as existing problem shore-
lines, to protect them from ero-
sion.

Participants will receive quite an
education in the process.

Paul Johnson, chief of the
USDA’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, stressed that
through this project, the Ameri-
Corps workers could begin “a life-
time of service to their communi-

Seidensticker stressed the wor-
thy nature of the project.

“AmeriCorps’ theme is ‘to get
things done,”” he said. “But I want
to make sure it is something
worthwhile. This project will be
the largest marsh restoration pro-
ject ever attempted and I have no
doubt it will be successful.”

The project caps Seidensticker’s
many years of research with

smooth cordgrass and other plants
— years spent slogging through
muddy waters with only a few vol-
unteers and other dedicated pro-
fessionals to plant and maintain
the planting areas. This project has
the support of organizations such
as the Galveston Bay Foundation,
the Galveston Bay National Estu-
ary Program and Texas Parks &
Wildlife, as well as the port,
HL&P and the federal govern-
ment.

In the past, plants had to be har-
vested from natural growth areas,
then transplanted to target areas
and carefully nurtured, protected
by fencing until a few of the hardi-
est took hold. By growing plants
from seed, Seidensticker said, such
work will no longer be dependent
on wild crops and hopefully avoid
such hazards as the diseases and
fungi that attacked his earlier
efforts.

r associations offer legal help for flood victims

atural disaster, such as the
t flooding, brings many
:ms to those caught in its
Some of these problems
itate legal assistance.

‘hose in need of that kind of
‘he American Bar Associa-:
Young Lawyers Division, in"
-ation with the State Bar of

Texas, have instituted a Disaster
Legal Assistance Program. Local
volunteer lawyers will provide
free legal advice to people with

legal problems caused by the dis-

aster, but who cant afford the1r

.ownlawyers e Syl ol
To assist the apphcants a 24-5_
hqur bilingual hotline, 1-800-504-

7030, has been set up and will be
in operation 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Applicant may also
go to the nearest Disaster Appli-

_ cation Center (DAC) and fill out a

lawyer referral form.

The lawyers are available to’

give legal advice in a fair and
equitable way without discrimina-

tion. The kind of legal help avail-
able includes help with insurance
claims, counseling on landlord-
tenant problems, help with home
repair contracts, counseling on
consumer protection matters, help
with' replacing of important legal
documents destroyed in the disas-
ter and much more. '




AmeriCorps program may bring:
sewer improvements to Bolivar

By Margery Smith
Smg ar

Bolivar County may soon be
secing needed developments and
improvements in rural sewer sys-
tems, thanks to the efforts of those
behind * the new  federal
AmeriCorps program.

Lebrunski . Richard, Bolivar
County<area tiember 'of the
AtneriCorps program, explained
that the program will be used to
help pinpolnt funds for and assist
in: the development of a rural
stwer system in the county.

The program, Which is President
Clinton’s ‘national 'service initia-
tive intended to address the
nation’s education, humanserviee,
public. safety and cavironmental
needs at-the loca) level, also calls
~ for the improvement of living con~
‘ditions through urban forestry,
according to information given by
RichPfd. .8

‘However, Richard noted, -the
program will ‘initially focus only
on -obtaifing technical assistance
" with, fural sewage systems in the

.- county.

“Right'now, we'll just be work-

" ing“on ' the scwer systems,”

Richard said. “We're looking at
g -
3 Jils gl R

Stanton subdivision Snon.hwcst of
Cleveland), Hills and E2st Boyle
subdivisions in Boyle, 3heiby
Farms, 1saac Daniels s.~division
of Mound Bayou and Hogan sub.
division of Mound Bayou ~
Richard explajned thet he and
Andrez Clark of Cleveland, the
other tearn member of the county
AmeriCorps program, will be
working with the_Bolivar County
Board of Supervisers 1o ascer(ain
money for a rural sewer uyz'e =,

but the job of determining which
area will be designaled o receive
the system will be left up to super-
YISOrs.

Arce cvaluation surveys have

" already been conducted In' the

aforementjoned * areas, said
Richard, adding that he expects to
meet with supervisors “In the nex(
couple of weeks” to see if they
have scifed on 8 target area in the

- county for the scwer system.

-Clarence Finley.'of Greenville,
coardinator with the Northwest
Mississippi -’ Resouree
Conservation and Development

Area (RCD) in Stoneville, con-

firmed that the AmeriComps pro-
gram will focus on rural sewer sys-
tems, :

“We are a no;:groﬁt organization
based in the Mississippi Delta,”
explained Finley, who supervises
‘Richard and Clark. “We are partic-
ipating in the AmeriCorps program
with the U.S. Forest Service,
which.ie¢ funding the program
through RCD."

vyyYrTe
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AmeriCorps volunteers
lend a hand in Midlands

Ry MICHELLE R. DAVIS
and KAY GORDON
Smﬂ erteu

Amy Overslreet 22, gradualed from
college and had no ikdea whal to Jo wilh
her life. James Holland, 54, a retired US,
Army major, was teaching life science at
an allernative school unlil it closed.

HBoth opted 10 join the ranks of Amerli-
Corps — President Clinton’s pet project
that he has dubbed the domestic Peace
Lorps

Is PRGGRAH HOII'IH Pm(:!? Bé
Oversireet and Holland are part of a

five-member team working in South Caroz

lind on rucal developmen! projects unde.v

AmeriCorps. This week, two teams spent
time in Richland and Lexington counties
improving dry fire hydrants and inspect-
ing dams.

Several Soath Carolina groups fall un-
der the AmeriCorps umbrells, including
City Year and the National Civilian Con-
servation Corps. In return for a living sti-

"pend and an educational grant, Ameri-

Corps members work om commuanity
projects. The 11-month program began in
September.

“Our effort is to reach out to rural
communities where counly governments
do not have staff for some projects,” said
Jim Wilson, AmeriCorps coordinator and
district conservationist in Columbia.

Among other tasks, groups have analyzed
water samples, done grassland surveys ©

Amy Overstreel complete work en a dry ire
hydrant in rural Richland Cousty,

and mapped roads for 911 systems.

The rural-development AmeriCorps
project is sponsored by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service under the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. State
wide, four five-member teams are based

pLease ste AMERICORPS palc B6
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Group tracing pioneer paths

By Wiliam Saunders
Staff Writer

Several groups are working to make U.S. 25E and
U.S. 11W into a lourist atiraction for Tennessce.

. The Teanessee Wildemess Road will trace historic

pioncer paths that follow the conrent routes, as well as
highhghun; area food, lodging and entertainment sites.

“We have a Jot of familics that came through bere
years ago when the area was being founded, and now
people come through here Jooking to trace (heir rools,”
zaid Mary Rassell, Clinch-Powcll—R ;
Conservation and Development (RCAIY - Americorps

The road begins al Elizabethiown; hrou s
Rogersville and ends at Cumberland Gap. “We're plan-
ning a map of the Wilderness Road with historical sites
on i, as well as food, lodging and a range of other
iems,” she added. The map is scheduled to go to print
June 1.

The goal of the road, she said, is to highlight the his-
torical significance of the area, as well as 10 bring in
fourism,

“Our main goal is historical preservation,” she said.
“We've been writing grants to preserve different sites
along the road. Also, the road will bring visitors to the
area with appreciation of the historical areas of
Tennessee, mdnngbu(rulmmdm{)anid Boone.”

“The main tril will attract visitors here initially, and
ofishoolsfmlhcmlmﬂgcimmwmumdu
counties,” said Lindy Turner, Clinch-PoweH RC&D.

“Our maln goal Is historical

- preservation. We've been writing

grants to preserve different sltes
afong the road. Also; the road will
bring visltors to the area with
appreclation of the historical areas
of Tennesses, including but not lim-

Ited to Danlel Boone. ”

—Mary Russell

Area countics that would be dicectly affected by the
Tennessee Wilderness Road will be Claiborne,
Hawkins and Grainger.

'I‘hcnndpmgrammwabmnthmgh the combined
efforts of Clinch-Powell RC&D, Northeast Tennessee
Tourism Council, First Tennessee District
and Middle East Tennessee Tourism Council.

Russcll said the program was based on similar roads
in Virginia and Keatucky, such as the Danicl Boone
Heritage Trail in Kentocky. Such roads have been
proven 10 help boost economies in the communilies
through which they pass.

Road signs marking the trail are mot in place, but
Ruossell said they will be posied at & later date.
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AmeriCorps members here improve
environment and promote tourism

Five members of the USDA Nat-
ural W Conservation Ser-
vice Amchx Rural
Developmeat Team ln Twin Valley
announced that in their last few
:1{;‘%13 of service they have mads

cant progress  improvi
wikdlife habitats, i loclﬁ
tourism and providing conservation
tqu.:tn.-.af;h by designing living snow
ences,

AnenC works with lhe
Agassiz Wildlife Refuge in arder to
provide Habilats for Animals, con-
stnucting brush lodgings for various
wildlife. The AmenCorps members
also worked with the Snowdsifters
Snowmobile Club in Thief River
Falls 1o help prepare for the Iron
Man 250 snowmobile race. Other
community service projects include
Give Waler A Hand waler screen-

in ject in Halstad, and helping
sctg t?;O and staffing an AmcnCorps
booth at the Red River Valley Win-
wmlfps stobr;. work

i members m
on the Agassiz Recreational Trmgl
(AR, T.) project have completed an
A.R.T, pre-brochure and are devel-
oping a Mahnomen County tourism
brochure. They are also preparing a
gront for a city park in Ada, and
working on (he plans [or the Ada
walking trail. ¢ Amen
members have received a grant for
$200 from Polaris to help with the -
promotion of AR.T.

AmeriCorps members working
on the Conservation Qureach pro-
ject have constructed a working
Living Snow Fence Mods! (0 better
demonstate a necd for such a pro-
gmm.AliviSFmowfmismeor
many rows of trees planied along a
roadway (0 stop snow from drifung
across. Members also organized 2
tiltage demonstration to be held in

late August of this year. Ameri-

Corps has received $3,000 from the
Minnesota De ent of Trans.
portation and §1,500

from the Walershed Advisory
Group to help with both of these

progcts. \ .

is the new domestic
Peace Corps created by President
Clinton and Congress to engage
Americans of all backgrounds m
direct sexvice to their communities
in exchange for an educational ben-
cfit that can be used to pay for col-
lege, job raming, or to repay back
studeal loans,

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture is sponsoring three types of
AmeriCorps teams composed of
approximately 1,200 mcmbers ser-
ving 38 states nationwide: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public Lands and
Environment Team, and a Rural
Development Tecam,
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AmeriCorps doing road inventory

in preparation for

vAmeriCorps is lsunching this weck
a project which is expecied 1o help
pave the way for the establishment of
the E-911 emergency response sys-
tem in Abbeville County. :
A tcam of this nationwide ser'vice
orp will be working on a project Io
complcte the first phaso of 911 imple-
meniation. .
"We will ride every road in the
county, taking road inveatlory—

AMERICORPS DOING ROAD INVENTORY-An
AmeriCorps team is scheduled to lannch this week a road
inventory in Abbeville County, as a step toward the
establishment of the E-911 system bere in Abbeville County.
Team members are shown here at work en another project.
(AmeriCorps photo)

By Heary E. Greea phase in a lengthy process, and the
Somo tips for the public are being  actual street addressing will be next.
. provided in keeping with the coming Abbeville County will be ad-
‘of thr .weriCorpe tosm which i dressed in di
. scheduled 1o start a road imventory in .
Abbeville County, as 8 sicp loward
establishine & 911 syitem here

Fora911 system, cach structure m i
*he; . _nty must have a distinct street  Structure in the county has a rtroet

sddcess, not a rural routo pumber ora  tyle address— 1418 Main Street,
The road inventory is just the first The 911 addressing icam will leave

E-911 set-up

AmervCorps is a maticawido ser-

caled form of the 911 sysicm,
which people can more easily gain
ac0css 10 emergency services through
calling, by telcphone, a central dis-
puich cenler.

The county mapping which
AmeriCorps will bo doing will be an
inkegral siep lowanrd bringing the sys-
fem 10 the county, since the ellicient
pr vision of services through E-911
“:1 «ho event of an emergency depends
on the sysiem's sbility to pinpoint the
emergency’s location.

buman service, public safety, and
environmental needs o the commu-
nity bevel
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Americorps helps
Ute Mountain Utes

SPECIAL TO THE DALLY Times

Dale Whitc, a recent Ameri-
Corps recruit, is doing an
inventory of the Ute Mountain
Ute Reservation land south of
the Colorado state linc in New
Mcxico. _

His project to assist the Ute
Mountaip Ute Tribe in gather-
ing information for their Jand
use management plan, a part of
Geological Information System.

Whitc has lived and worked
construction jobs in Durango
for 20years. After repeated con-
struction-related injuries, he
decided to pursue a college
education in natural resources.

He identifies plants in the
arid zone of northwestern New
Mexico while helping the
Mpypurtain Ute tribe compile
information for a land manage-
ment plan,

‘““You have to know what you
have before you can plap,”
White said. :

He drives about 80 miles to
the survey location from his
Cortez office. Most days start
with a stop at tribal headquar-
ters in Towaoc to pick up any
information and tools needed
for the day.

Then he drives to a point east
of Waterflow where a dint road
‘takes him past the power plant
to the reservation’s New Mexi-
.co land.

“I love this transitional zone
where the desert changes (o
mountains,” Whitc said.

His job is to walk an area
documenting everything he
sees. This could be anything
from manmade structurcs like
water tanks, roads, and fences
to signs of wildlife in the area.
The ability to identify animal
tracks and scat is helpful.

During the winter when there
are no blooms, the identifica-
tion process include checking
the root and/or seed. If that
doesn’t producc an answer, &
change of scason will some-
times bring more clues. Mid-

[

to the Deily Times

Dale White of Durango Inventories Ute ﬁountaln Ute land
for land management uses,

plant coverage. He once spent
two days io 2 small canyon
because the terrain was very
steep.

White stops every four or
five feet to examine something
at his fect; either a grass clump,
bush, animal track, prairie dog
hole or soil type.

He also makes a visual count
on the average percentages of a
particular plant at that site. The
variables that determine how
many plants of a particular
species will be found in an area
are moisture, slope of the land
and aspect of the land to the

At the days end, White trans-
fers his data onto & range site
sheet that includes all his find-
ings about the area. This will
eventually be mapped into a
GIS to aid the Utes in creating a
long range land use manage-
ment strategy.

White graduated from Fort
Lewis College in 1990 with a
bachelor of science degrec in
carth system scicnce, a self-
directed major. In 1991, he
moved his family, wife Angic
and threc daughters, to Keene,
N.H., where he worked towards
2 master’s degree of science in
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EOCEC;: Americorps:

Still Hard At Work And
Making Progress

By E. Marie Jacksoa

Afier more than a year, Eastern
Orangeburg County Enterprise
Community (EOEIi ) .:fll hl!:;
Americorps representatives are
ot work uﬂmpmkjng progress io the
eastern pant of our county.

. Without fanfare or the Spodigl.
EOCEC still holds their monthly

meetings and. alov with Qloria
Richardson and Ve

rell srmllls

(Americorps representatives), are fi
mmnovaﬁve wiys 10 hdpﬂ
residents with all kinds of problems.

Some of their accomplishments
include assisting the elderly with home
improvement grants and low-Interest
loans, as well as helping other residents
with home-ownership

They have also wocked closely with
small business owners in eastern
Orangeburg County, educating them
about business loan programs.

EOCEC has 'ﬁi forces with local

fice forces, U.S. Marshall's office,

ice of Juvenile Justice, and school
sdministrators to bring crime and drug

ntion programs 10 area students.

: th;ucﬂioml seminars have been

hosted by the group on toples such as
Wills and Trusts: Home Weatherization;
Business and Industrial Loan -
Emergency Services: Drug and Crime
Prevention: and Steps To Building Your

Countless hours of volunteer services
have been provided o Vance Senlor
Citizen Centers, as well as Orangeburg
School District Three.

Also 1o be included in their lists of
ccomplishments 18 performancs of
national service to the community in the
town of Santee with such projects as
Beautification, Daycare, Landscaping,
Santee Town Hall and Liner Pick Up.

In addition to overseeing the dnf‘:
dayogemiuudmeﬁo%ﬂo ce,
Richardson and Smalls host a community
awareness radlo broadcast weekly ©
in,!‘:&. the public of ssues affecting their
everyday lives
EOCBE e oo wel g iy
tOCEC, is well on its way

ng out E';’mm which Is:

citizens of the Eastern Orangeburg
County Enterprise Community plan ©
Increase job opportunities and quality of
life for all eastera Orangedurg County
citizens $0 residents can enjoy a standard
of living that 1s above the poverty line
and have the chance to reallze thew
dreams.

“‘My trm os an Americorps member
has beea fulfilling and, rewarding,”
Richardson said. *'I've had the
opportunity to work In the different
capacities 10 bring the communities
together. It gives me 8 great sense of

fillment knowing that I've helped
someone who really needed help and
would have otherwise been forgorien.

Smalls also expressed her sincere
appreciation for being able 1o be there for
30 many people in need. *“The EOCEC
has been a fulfilling experience for me.
After coming on board for four months
after the of Josephine Hiﬂ. 1 have
learned a Jot. | feel that I have helped or
at least wied 10 Melp my community.
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In Arkansas, Ameri

BY GRANT TENMILLE
Democral-Gazete St Wraer

AmeriCorps member Renee
Spurlock is moving Holly Grove
residents out of danger.

Approximately 60 homes in the
east Arkansas town of 700 are in-
side the flood plain of the White
River. During periods of heavy
rain, water seeps into the ground
floor of some homes. If a 100-year
flood were to sweep down the
White River, it would take most of
those bomes with it to the Missis-

So Spurlock, 35, a Holly (irove
resident, is coordinating a pro-
gram under the Federal E:ger-
gency Management Authority to
buy the flood-threatened proper-

and find the 135 residents of

e area new lots on which to
build.

She has spent the past 10
months educating landowners
about the buyout program. sur-
veying the area, researching own-
ership of every piece of property
and finally going door-to-door an-

couragement and soothing fears.
“AmeriCorps has really helped
this town.” Spurlock said.
Spurlock is one of approxi-
mately 250 AmeriCorps volun-
teers in Arkansas working for
dozens of private, nonprofit and
government agencies across the
state. Their accomplishments may
be the best defense of President
Clinton's modern-day Peace

Ips.
Their jobs include feeding the
hungry, teaching Little Rock His

R(Hhazette
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grant farm workers on the dan-
gers of pesticides and helping
rural fire departments find mon-
ey for training.

On Sept 21, 1993, Clinton
signed the National and Commu-
nity Service Trust Act creating
AmeriCorps. The creation of a na-
tional service corps had been a
high priority for Clinton during
the 1992 campaign.

Clinton envisioned a domestic
version of the Peace Corps, creat-
ed by President John F. Eennedy

————

Corps fits Clinton’s vision

would perform volunteer work in
communities across the United
States in exchange for govern-
maent grants to pay for college ed-
ucation.

On Sept 12, 1994, Clinton ad-
ministered the oath, via satellite,
to 20,000 AmeriCorps volunteers
across the country.

Republicans in Congress, led
by Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich, R-Ga., attempted to kill
the program earlier this month by

sippi.

AmeriCorps

¢ Contnued from Page 1A

AmeriCorps from the proposed
$575 milllon to $139 million. They
gay the Corps is nothing more
than another federal jobs pro-
gram that costs a lot but accom-

plishes little.
~ AmeriCorps volunteer Jen-
nifer King of Alexsnder said Gin-
grich Is wrong.

In Little Rock, King Is helping
feed hungry families.

Through her work with the

Rice Depot and Potluck, two Pu-
laski County relief organizations,
King, 23, developed the Red Bar-
rel program. Red barrels have
been placed in grocery stores
across Pulaski County with signs
that encourage people to donate
food. Since November, more than
15,000 pounds of food has been
collected and distributed to 17
agencies across the state.

“Because of Jennifer it was a
success,” said coordinator Laura
Rhea. “Because it was a success it
is going statewide.”

King wants the House Speaker
and his fellow congressional Re-
publlcam who say AmeriCorps is
just anotber wasteful bureaucra-
cy 1o know that her work has fed
thousands of hungry people.

“We are getting things done,”
King said.

AmeriCorps supporters said
the program has become a politi-
cal target of the Republican Con-
gress, eager to attack one of Pres
ident Clinton's pet projects, Re-
publicans are unapologetic.

I think that this is something
that the president wanted his
name on as an achievement of his
administration, but I think the
people really have turned thelr
thumbs down on these '60s-style
gmmm&' “s?ig Rep. Tim

I

swering questions, providing en-

Clinton has saved AmeriCorps,
at least for now, by vetoing '&e
congresslonal rescissions package
June 7, He Instructed Congress to
find other spending cuts. King,
and her fellow 20,000 AmeriCorps
volunteers across the country, are
relieved.

Qingrich says AmeriCorps is
getting in the way of a balanced

udget

“If you are going to get to a bal-
anced budget and your choice is
having a nice litle government
bureaucracy that runs people
around the country doing nice
things or taking care of people
with sevcre disabilities, wm is
each ou= on the priority list®*"
Gingrich said in an intenview ear-
lier this year.

One of the central tenets of
AmeriCorps is that the volunteers
will be placed within existing
agencies 39 that no extra bureaw
cracy will be needed (o create
and supervise projects.

Diversity reigns

_The AmeriCorps projects are
diverse, and so are the volun-
teers. Most are college-age, but
some are in their 60s. All are
working op projects that fall with-
in four “national priorities™ out.
lined by the Corporation for Na-
tional Service, the 200-employee
Washington agency that oversees
AmeriCorps. Those priorities are
education, Lguhlic safety, buman
needs and the environment.

A short list of the agencies
where Arkapsas' AmeriCorps vol-
unteers are working includes:

_® The state's Spinal Cord Com-
mission, where AmeriCorps vol-
unteer John Gould of Little Rock,
who is paralyzed from the chest
dowm. counsels recently para-
lyzed people learning o cope
with 3 dicahility

panics job skills, educating mi-

¢ Central Hispano, a private,
nonprofit Little Rock organiza.
tion where AmeriCorps volunteer
Patrick Presley helps members of
Little Rock's Hispanic community
learn the skills they need to get
off welfare and hold jobs. He and
his fellow AmeriCorps workers
often serve as translators for local
hospitals and police during emer-
gency situations.

® The Resource Conservation
2nd Development Office of the
US. Department of Agriculture,
where Deborah Carman of Little
Rock helps rural fire depart-
ments across Arkansas find the
money for training and new
equipment.

In Holly Grove, Spurlock also
bes formed citizen committees
who are fghting neighborhood
crime and plcking up litter.

Holly Grove Mayor Lula Tyler
said AmeriCorps is making her
town better,

in the early 60s, a group that

“It's miraculous for a small
town," Tyler said. “We cannot af-
ford to go out and hire a person 10
do what they are doing. We would
bave been a little dump if it
hadn been for them.”

Project Coordinator Gail Wain-
seott of the U.S, Department of
Agriculture said the Holly Grove
flood plain project is one that has
needed to be done for years, but
manpower had never been avail-
able. The Agriculture Depan-
ment is overseeing the project.

“These fr‘oiectl _might have

happened 10 :or 15 years from

now, but they wouldn happen as

aluickly as they haie without
ese people,” Walnscott sald

“They give more of thelr free time

%m they ever get compensated
r‘-

slashing the 1996 budget for
See AMERICORPS, Page 11A
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Brussels Historic Jail Renovated

The' historic jail building in
Brussels recently received a face-lift.
Darlene Ivarson and Starr
McDaniels, volunteers from the
Ameri Corps Rural Development
Team, provided the labor to
refurbish the old building. A (resh
coat of paint was applied to the
exterior and the interior has a
display of early prison life,

The jail will be open on

weekends from noon to 5 p.m. for

visitors to stop by. The jail is
located on Main Surect by the
Brussels Tavern, Wood Duck and
Grandma's Atlic anlique shop.
Mayor Sarzh A, Kinder is pleased
with the upkeep of all the historic
homes and buildings in Brussels.
"A drive through quaint Brussels
lakes one back to the late 1800's
and is a pleasant experience,”
commented Mayor Kinder,
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ervice with a smile

AmeriCorps does survey in county

By Heary E. Green

(The following article is the first
in 8 series.) _ ;

It's been callcd the domestic Peace
Corps.

[t's a national service program fos-
tered by President Bill Clinton,and
it's called AmeniCorps.

And AmeriCorps has cowe lo
Abbeville County.

A Ncwberry-based team of this
new scrvice organizalion has been

doing agrassland survey of Abbeville
County. . _

Around the naton, AmcriCorps
has about 20,000 voluntcers, accord-
ing to tem member Amy OvarstreeL

Members receive a living stipend
of $12,000, and they get an educa-
uonal supend of $4,500 after com-
pleting 1700 hours. :

This South Carolina rural devel-
opment ieam has a larget area of nine
counties--Atken, Edgefield,
Abbeville, McConnick, Saluda,
Newberry, Greenwood, Lexingion
and Laurens.

The rural development team in-
cludes 10 members in Greenwood

and 10 in Newberry. '

The Newbcerry squad has reoeived
some training from Mike Hall of the
Soil Conservation Service in 10 help
the mxcmbers with the grassland sur-
vey.
James Holland, the team leader,
notes thal although the main focus of
the survey s on grassland, it looks at
other things, 00

Another team member, Amy
Overstreet of Columbia, studied art
history and English at Wofford, where
she graduated with a bachclor of arts.

" "Thave a strong belie[in the value
of community service,” she said. "I

" hope this will prepare mc for two

years of service in the Peace Corps in
Afnica, where she plans to help out in
health and nutrition in the [vory Coast.

She's planning to lcave for Africa
in the late summer of 1995.

James Holland, from Aiken, is
retired from the military and is the
team lcader.

He likes the outdoors, and he
thought it was a good opportunity for
community servicc.

*Tve seen what the Peacc Corps

has done,” he said
And to Holland, AmeriCorps is
something of adomestic Peace Corps.
,Other members of the team in-
clude Mary Roc, who is from

. Powdersville in Anderson County.

Roc lauds AmenCorps as a good
cxercise in leadership training,

Angela Brinkley, mcanwhile, lives
in Columbia, and has 2 degree in
computer science from Shaw Uni-
versily, and is working now on a
degrec in aerospace engincering from
the University of South Carolina.

She enjoys being outdoors, as does
Jay Henderson, who lives in Colum-
bia and worked with the Soil Conser-
vation Servicc in Richland County
before joining the AmeriCorps (cam.

The reaction from Abbeville
County residents, Overstreet said, has
been mixed.

“Generzlly poople welcomed us
here,™ she suid  "Mostly it's just
curiosity. Overall it's been 2 positive
expericnce.”

A city girl, she has leamed much
about life on the farm, and she has
been particularly impressed by the
sclf-sufficiency of farmcrs, and by
how hard they work,
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AmeriCGorps assists Northeasi Tennessee rural communities

AmeriCurpsis“gettingthings
done” in Northeast Tennessee.
Seven members of this new do-
mestic peace corps have taken
on the challenge to address hu-
man and environmental needs
in Northeast Tennessee commu-
nities.

AmeriCorps members re-
cently helped serve meals at the
Haven of Mercy in Johnson City.
This was one of many commu-
nity service projects they will
undertake this year.,

Amy Crumley and Billie
Barlow are two AmeriCorps
members based in Johnson City.
They are partofthe U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture's (USDA)
Rural Development Team. Di-
rected by the USDA-Forest Ser-
vice, they are working in the six-
county Appalachian-Northeast
Tennessee Resource Conserva-
tion & Development (RC&D)
Area, which includes Carter,
Greene, Johnson, Sullivan,
Unicoi, and Washington coun-
ties. The Rural Development

Team's objectives include assist- -

ing rural communities with eco-
nomic development and natural
resources conservation.
Crumley and Barlow are as-
sisting the RC&D Council with
new and ongoing projects. They
are coordinating conservation
education programs for elemen-
tary and high school students
and organizinﬁ and promoting
recycling and hazardous waste
collection programs. They are

also developing promotional
materials for a local tourism
council. In addit'on, they will
assist the RC&D Forestry Com-
mittee with a wood waste as-
sessment.

The other five AmeriCorps
members in Northeast Tennes-’
see are also part of the USDA
Rural Development Team. Their
projectsaredirected by the Farm-
ers Home Administration in
Greeneville, Mountain City, and
Sneedville, and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service
(formerly Soil Conservation Ser-
vice) in Morristown.

In addition to their assigned
projects, the seven AmeriCorps
members in Northeast Tennes-
see work as a “cluster” on com-
munity service projects of their
choice. Severalmembersrecently
helped serve mealsat the Haven
of Mercy in Johnson City. The
cluster also plans to work on a
streambank protection project
and would like to help with hous-
ing construction forthose in need.

The AmeriCorps National Ser-
vice Program is a grassroots ef-
fort to solve the problems facing
communities across the nation.
The AmeriCorps ethic is embod-
iedin four phrases: gettingthings
done, strengthening communi-
ties, encouraging responsibility,
and expanding opportunity. The
program offers Americans of all
ages and backgrounds the op-
portunity to serve their country
and earn education awards in

return; Members serve a limited
term of nine months to a year.
They receive a living stipend,
and at the completion of service,
they are awarded an education
voucher for payment of tuition or
outstanding student loans.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) pro-
hibits discrimination in its pro-
grams on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs and
marital or familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabili-

ties who require alternative
means forcommunication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, ete.) should con-
tact the USDA Office of Commu-
nications at (202) 720-5881
(voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD).

To file a complaint, write the
Secretary of Agriculture, U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C., 20250, or call
(202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202)
720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an
equal employment opportunity
employer.

AmeriCorps member Amy Crumley, sponsored by the U.S.
Forest Service, has been assisting in the preparation of
mealstothosein need atthe Haven of Mercyin Johnson City.
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STARR McDANILES AND CHAD DENISON are working with Pittsfield Economic Developer

Robin Hendley to gather information on Pittsfield’s downtown area. McDaniles is from Pearl
and Denison from Pittsfield.

They're parts of Americorps team

By DAN LONG

"Hopefully some of the things
I'll be learning I can take back to
Pearl and use it to stop the de-
cline there,” Starr McDaniles said
about her working as an Ameri-
corps volunteer.

McDaniles and Chad Denison
are two members of Americorps,
a group of volunteers employed

by the US Department of Agri-
culture,

Denison, from Pittsfield, and
McDaniles are working through
the Pittsfield economic develop-
ment office to collect data on
Pitisfield's downtown area.

Theyll collect information on
businesses, buildings, residences,
parking and other factors, accord-
ing o Robin Hendley, Pitisficld

economic developer.

The information will be used
lo meet ADA requirements, ful-
fill Main Street designations for
application and other possible
projects.

"We necd to know what the
data says and see what direction
it's pointing,” Hendley said.

It could point 1o a certain mar-
ket area not being met by current
businesses or a need for more
parking, or it might not, Hendley
said.

Denison and McDaniles will
work for 9-10 months on the data
-ollection project. They've al-
eady undergone some Lraining in-
Juding CPR and first aid {rom
the Red Cross and team building
at WIU, according to Denison.

Al the end of the project, both
voluntcers will receive scholar-
ships toward additional education
as well as expcrience.

"It's a volunteer position with a
living expense,” McDaniles said.

"You eam moncy and there's a
$4,725 scholarship toward (educa-
tion)," Denison said. "It's a chance
to make contacts and gain experi-
ence.”

Both volunteers applied for the
program through Two Rivers
RC&D, the local sponsor of the
program.
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FEDERAL TRAINING BEGINS — Americorp corp
left, and Michalle Humlleet
Distriet Direclor of Amert-

members John Mills
llsten as Lewls lIlIol,

Londen,

-

eonductod orleniation sesslons Friday In

.Pheta by John Shindlebowsr

Americorp trainees provide community
service through new federal project.

Ny Juhn Shindlebower

Two Laurel Countinns arve
among n group benefiting from
one of Mrusident Clinton's cam.
paign l:mmisol, whieh would
reward young  Amwericans
invelvad in community service
with funncinl assistance for ¢ol-

lug’e.
Jdohn Mills, 23, & recont Uni.
varslty of Kentueky graduate,

and Michuelle Humfleel, 21, a

senior Peychology inajor at Enst-
ern Kantucky University, are two
of the nine Amevicorp members
which vre now training for ser-
vice with the Farmers Iloine
Administration and will suon
beyln working in Laurel County.
#lw nine meinbers will nsslet
in planning and implementing
programs designed to improve or
davelop corrununity facilities, and
will work with Toenl resldants
who nearl pssistonce in procesa-
ing grant and lnan a;[;ph;nth:m.
?(lm Arterburn, District Direc.
tor of FilinA and Louis Elllel
vuid the program provides Lhe
cornmunlty with a valunble ser-
vicw, while giving e young peo-
pla vnhmbrc expariance, whieh

could ulthmatuly lead to a perina.
nent job.

Mumbers wurn a $12,000
stipand during their required
1812 hours of survice und al the
completion of thalr service, are
gunranteed $4,725 in financinl
aggistance Lo pay off college debl.
or use fur future enrollinent.

While thw tuition assistinee is
A major reakon Milly and Huw-
Newl applied for the program, tha
oppartunily Lo serve alsu mobis
vated them,

“I applied becatise il was some-
thing | wanted 1o do, it is more

-

rewnrding thut a reguiar job"
sald MU= " helping anymlf na
wall ns the conununity.

Minmfleet saw in the program
an oppertunily o express gradis
tude to her conmunity. “I'm
prond ol iy conunty, aml | wanted
o give somethlng back to them.”

I nite wembers spent oyt
weok in orfontation and training,
before beginning their service
thut will last up W o year,

Anyone interested in gothing
mure fnformation about Ateri-
eorp imay call 1-800-880-1183.

wx TOTAL
-5 SR AIAM
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In his pew post im the Ilimois
‘Valley - - the lirst AmeriCorps
pdt—tnllnull-y — be'l help
Respomse Team
m.sp-h in the region's
mm‘:hahndmdlh.&
geoals eullived in the plan is te
impcove and expand water and
srwnge sysiens
hhng.bmmh_
thn&ﬂr
u

rience of belping a comm
solve its preblems and -«:-'nph.‘

Kauffman grn up i» the Ui
sods V and recently retwrned
ifter lea te earn a bacheler's
legree ia intermational stodies,
vith 20 rmaphasis en Third Werld

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1984 DAILY COURIER, Grants Pass, Oregon

First AmenCorps worker to focus on water, sewage

MMM&.
Univeraity of Oregon. Then, be

jnholdhluu&vrp. belplag ,
vura)l Domiaican Bepublic com-;-
s :

meanstion Ipreve

Tromad as a rural yeuth volum-
loer, due Lo his experience with
Putwre Farmers of and 4
Hasa er, be was sent bo
the corner of the small
Caribbean mland astien.

* started ofT in rursl

prejects.”” he says. That as, be
mu;ﬁ a ba {eam com-

posed of Deminiczn Republic chal-

“There arc hundreds of kids
there and everyome wanls lo play
baseball,” he explams.

With aports a mamnstay of com-
munity participation, Kaw{fman

a program thal brought

needed sporty cqupment lo reral
ocsguTranities. contacts at
Himois Yalley High Scheo] and
eoiher schonols, unused athlelic
equlrmrnl. was shipped to the
smal The sporting goods
were them distributed te those
communily groups willmg te put
their Jabor toward a communily
preject, he says

{me success slury was a com-
muaity latrine

""Mesl of the peeplo in the com-

munily dxda’t have Jatrines," be
says. So, Kaul{man organized a

latrine
that
func-

project that built a sim
near o commumty bulidin
served as o ceunter for
1ioms.

Then therc was a project lo
provide drinking water.

“*Aboul two-thirds of the vil-
lagers didn’l have access lo
potable waler,” he says Instead,
there was a large, concrete cistern
within the community that was
periodically filled by the govern-
menl to provide for basic noeds.

e s s sopie meniks

‘Nevewmber thooagh March via gut-

lers aitached (o reofs, then store
tive waler in cislerns for vee laber

mlhm

+'Yaing system dnigu, Mawnfl-

j man wrole grant reqoests that

fonds from public and
private agencies. The meney

camo Lhrough, but within days of
the project's implemenlation,
Ka severcly injured hix leg,

sending him back te the U.S. for
receastructive surgery. Anether

voluntoer saw the projcct threugh.
Theugh now out of the Pecace

Corps, Kauffman saw a noed to’

comlinve belping rural cemmumi-
ties. This time, ident Clinton’s
AmeriCorps program provided a
way to employ him at a local

“This is an umity to do
greal thimgs,'” Kauffman says of
the program. Nel onlv with the
communlly benefit from the ;
but he'dl also have $4,700 a year in
student loans paid eff for his
effort.

The expericence also s giving
hésn an opporiumty to retum to his
roots.

"I spepl my formative years in
college,” he says. "I'm haviag o

rchrlth' community."
And, | -community has
changed In recemt years. More
h bave moved and those
avolved in pro-oung projects
bave changed {aces.

“I'm working om owtreach now
trying te get more people
invelved,” he says. Most impor
tant Is to get these to com
mit for at least a year of servicc

working

linois Valley native returns after a stint in the Peace Corps

trvelved in toward mect
ing the commanily's goals.
The Community Respons:
Tearm will meet at 7 pm. Thurs
day at Illipois Valicy High Scheol



AmeriCorps workers lend a hand to ﬂood recovery

BY LARRY PEIRCE
Lincoin Journal

BROWNVILLE — Anyone joining
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's “do-
mestic Peace Corps,” must have com-
munity spirit and be willing to forgo
higher wages they might earn at an-
other job.

In return for their sacrifices, work-
ers can wipe out college debt or gain
money to return to college by helping

_out nonprofit agencies and local gov-
ernments.

Workers must look beyond the lim-
ited financial benefits of AmeriCorps,
said Chuck Yearly of Lincoln, super-
visor of a crew working out of Tecum-
seh.

“We're here for the community, to
get involved,” Yearly said.

Workers wear black baseball caps
and gray T-shirts with a white Aon a
black circle. The AmeriCorps motto
is “Getting things done.”

The Tecumseh crew will spend
most of its 1800 working hours clear-

ing 1993 flood debris from flood con-
trol dams in Johnson, Otoe, Nemaha,
Richardson and Pawnee counties.

Work is directed out of the Soil Con-
servation Service office in Tecumseh
and is part of the U.S. Departrhent of
Agriculture's rural development pro-
gram.

AmeriCorps also has crews work-
ing in an anti-hunger, nutrition and
empowerment program.

Clinton announced AmeriCorps on
Sept. 12, and crews went to work a
week later. Yearly is accepting proj-
ect proposals for nonprofit and public
projects in villages, cities and coun-
ties.

“A lot of these places don't have
much money (for public work proj-
ects),” he said.

Last week, the Tecumseh crew
began scraping damaged paint from
the interior of the floating Meri-
wether Lewis Museum. Last year’s
floods nearly swept the old river

wether Lewis Museum in Brownville. Bartels
.Corpsworkersarampaﬁngdamaquoneto

Piease see AMERICORPS onpage 5 & leakv roof and flooding in 1993.

‘Workers help communities and themselves

Contnued from page 1

dredge away. The interior was
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat
and humidity caused more damage.

The crew will scrape and then re-
paint the ceiling and walls for the
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda-
tion. A private contractor installed a
new roof this summer.

Yearly, who has a master's degree
in rural and community planning, was
a community planner in Carroll,
Towa, before his job was phased out.
He had been out of work for months,
AmeriCorps will help him pay off his
graduate school debt and gain experi-
ence as a supervisor.

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh, a con-
struction worker and the father of
two children, said he wants to go to a

two-year college without borrowing. p!

money.

Theresa and Emily Sherman, two
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will
pay off student loans they incurred
while attending Platte Community

College in Columbus and Peru State

.College.

“It takes care of all of mine, thank
God,” Emily Sherman said, scraping
paint from the ceiling of the old river
dredge.

The sisters, 20-year-old .dentical
twins, plan to go back to school after
ayear.

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro-
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work
in four areas: education, health and
human needs, the environment and
public safety. If extended by Con-
gress, the program could spend $1.5
billion over three years to pay for
100,000 workers.

Anyone older than 17, including
high school dropouts and people with
graduate degrees, can apply for the

rogram.

AmeriCorps supervisors make
$6.35 an hour plus credit toward
money for education; workers earn
$4.35 an hour plus school money.
When the educational voucher is

added in, workers earn about $12,000 a
year plus paid medical benefits,
AmeriCorps workers are not consid-
ered federal workers and are not eli-
gible for unemployment. They must
work the entire year to receive
educational benefits, and are limited
to two years in the program.

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and
Norfolk soon will each add another
worker.

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way
for 23 volunteers to work with nine
community action agencies in Ne-
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director
of Community Action of Nebraska
Inc.

Benson will oversee a program
aimed at reducing violence among
youths 10 to 15 years old. For informa-
tion, call Benson at (402) 471-3714.

For information about other
AmeriCorps opportunities, call 1-800-
880-4183.

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh scrapes paint from the celling of the Meri-

and three other Ameri-

the old dredging boat by

LINCOLN JOURNAL
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
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Mapping the County

P By vl

Americorps crew members Starr McDaniles, left,

-and Darlene Ivarson check their progress'in “map-  gency sites.
ping" building addresses In Adams County town-
ships. The work Is a step toward an enhanced 911

Team maps rural
part of county

Starr McDaniles and Darlene
Ivarson attract some attention as
they drive slowly through rural
Adams County townships and
study each building.

People ask if they're out looking
for mushrooms or if they're lost
and need help.

Sometimes the situation is re-
versed. “We get flagged down and
asked for directions,” Ivarson
said.

Whether they can answer the
question or not, they're working to
- sure people get to the right
: on in emergency situations.

. McDaniles and Ivarson are part
of a five-member AmeriCorps
team ‘“mapping” each building

and its address throughout Adams
County. They're taking the first
steps toward an enhanced 911
system that automatically sup-
plies an address for the emer-
gency site.

The crews first mapped existing
addresses for homes and buildings
in the county's 13 incorporated
villages and some townships.

“It lays the groundwork to as-
sign addresses to everybody in the
county,” said Mark Warren with
Klingner & Associates. “All ad-
dresses will be street-style ad-
dr- ~es like in Quincy.”

\ .'s tedious and time-
consuming. It requires a great
deal of concentration,” said crew
member Bob Gillespy. “After a
while my vision blurred from
marking little houses on the map
and looking ahead, then going
back to check stuff.”

H-W Photo/Michacl Kipley

system that would supply the addresses of emer-
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PARTICIPATING IN National Youth Services Day, members of the Milwaukee Community Service Corps clear trash from a South Side aliey Tuesday.

ABOVE: Service Corps member Shi Mek Charley
(left), 19, and volunteers Ana Ortega, 15, and
Yadira Ortiz, 13, finish cleaning the neighborhood
around Walker's Square. Ana and Yadira are eighth
graders at Kosciuszko Middle Schoal, 971 W. Wing-
lake Ave. LeFT: Volunteers paint over graffiti.
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“Roberts launches part of AmeriCorps

PORTLAND ?AP) — More
than 500 Oregonians will begin a
year of public service work soon
to earn money for further educa-
tion under a new national pro-
gram,

The Oregon part of President
Clinton’s AmeriCorps program
was kicked off Mongay by Gov.
Barbara Roberts in a ceremony at
Portland State University. Similar
events were held in other states.

Roberts called AmeriCorps a
“movement whose time has come.”
Clinton convinced Congress to es-
tablish the program so young peo-
ple can earn money for college
while performing public service
work.

“Each of you has an individual
task to perform, but each of you
is part of a larger movement
whose time has come, a move-

ment that can strengthen commu-
nities, encourage responsibilities,
expand opportunities and a move-
ment that is about getting things

done,” the governor said. - -
Participants -in the program

will receive about $7,000 for liv- ; Am C
will maintain hiking trails and

ing expenses and health care cov-
erage. Also, tal'ﬁ' will get $4,700
in credit toward college or voca-
tional school expenses or paying
off existing loans. g%

Among programs mentioned by

Roberts that Oregon AmeriCorps
members will undertake are drug
abuse, water conservation and ju-
venile crime prevention programs
by 40 Central Oregon Community
College students at Bend and
weatherization and other energy
conservation work by 42 welfare
recipients with the aim of their

jobs.

bers in. Portland will tutor and
otherwise assist second graders

~-with education and family prob-

lems.

¥

Two dozen AmeriCorps mem-

Other program participants '

bridges in the Rogue River Na-
tional Forest, and American Indi-
an members of the program will

*restore salmon habitat in the Co-

lumbia River Basin.

AmeriCorps will have about
20,000 members nationwide in its
first year.

Roberts said program members
in Oregon are diverse and include
recent high school graduates, cur-
rent college students, rural and
city dwellers and Republicans and
Democrats.

developing skills to get permanent /

o
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~oberts launches

Ore?ﬁ:)n work program

PORTLAND (AP) - Gov. Bar-
bara Roberts on Monday helped
launch the Oregon portion of the
new AmeriCorps national service
program, calling it a “movement
whose time has come.”

Oregon will have more than 500
AmeriCorps members working in a
variety of public service jobs in the
first round of the yearlong pro-
grams.

President Clinton convinced Con-
gress to establish the program so
young people can earn money for
college while performing public ser-
vice work.

Roberts kicked off the Oregon
arm of the program with a ceremo-
ny at Portland State University.

“Each of you has an individual
task.to perform, but each of you is
part of a larger movement whose
time has come, a movement that
can strengthen communities, en-
courage responsibilities, expand op-
portunities and a movement that is
about getting things done,” the gov-
ernor said.

Participants in the program will
receive about $7,000 for living ex-
penses and health care coverage.
Also, they will get $4,700 in credit
toward college or vocational school
expenses or paying off existing
loans. . :

Among programs mentioned by

'1
!

e

Roberts that Oregon AmeriCorps .

members will undertake are drug
abuse, water conservation and juve-
nile crime prevention programs by
40 Central Oregon Community Col-
lege students at Bend and weather-

ization and other energy conserva- |
tion work by 42 welfare recipients

with the aim of their developing
skills to get permanent jobs.

i

Two dozen AmeriCorps mem-

bers in Portland will tutor and oth-
erwise assist second graders with

education and family pmbly,/
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Remember candi-
M [n Oregon, date Bill Clinton’s
400 will work on ¢ampaign promise
iects two years ago of a
proj to hdp program that would
communities. let young people earn
——— money for college
while they did impor-

tant national service?

Well it’s here.

AmeriCorps starts tomorrow in Oregon
and nationwide. In Oregon, 400 members
.. will join with 20,000 nationwide to tackle
home-grown projects ranging from weather-
izing low-income housing to improving
salmon habitat.

. For their year’s public service, the 400

. Oregonians will get about $7,000 for living
expenses — not much in these times — plus
health care. At the end of their year, about
$4,700 will be credited to their account at a
college or vocational school or be used to
pay off existing loans.

So much time has passed since Clinton
announced his new program and so many
cutbacks were made by Congress that most
of us may not remember the enthusiasm
that first greeted the idea..

What got the public excited was its down-
to-earth idealism. It’s the GI Bill, the Peace
Corps and the Civilian Conservation Corps
all wrapped up into one.

First off, young people need help to go to
college. At a time when student loans are
declining and tuitions rising, AmeriCorps
, offers thousands of energetic and idealistic
young people the chance for a college or vo-
cational education.

But more than that, it taps the urge to be
useful, to do something good for the neigh-
borhood and the country. It is the same ;
* urge that, since President Kennedy, has
sent thousands of Americans overseas to
serve in the Peace Corps. The only differ-
ence: AmeriCorps members will use their
idealism and talents at home, and it will
~ have more people helping on the first day
than the Peace Corps enrolled in its best
year.

The Oregon AmeriCorps members will
undertake programs that communities al-
ready have under way — not make-work
dreamed up by the governor’s office or a fed-

eral bureaucracy.
~ Forty-two will work statewide for the Or-

Corps gives local aid ~

Oregon kickoff .
"~ AmeriCorps’ kickoff in Oregon will be tomorrow at

Portland State University. Gov. Barbara Roberts and

-Secretary of State Phil Keisling will join the first contin-

gent of Oregon AmeriCorps members in launching the
national service initiative.

To find out more about AmeriCorps, you can contact
Mariis Miller, executive director, Oregon Community
Service Commission, Portland State University, P. O.
Box 751, Portland, Ore., 97207; telephone 725-5903 or
1-800-826-4865.

" egon Housing and Community Services De-

partment weatherizing 600 low-income
homes. Forty will work with the Central
Oregon Community College Foundation to
expand services to at-risk youths and re-
lated programs.
~ In Portland, 24 will become “friends of
the children,” spending time with selected
second-graders to tutor and help them with
education and family problems.

In Southern Oregon, 35 will work with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture to re-

* pair trail bridges and maintain high-

elevation hiking trails and improve spotted
owl ecosystems at 10 locations.

The common theme of Oregon’s 14 pro-
grams is that they try to solve local prob-
lems.

A couple of other projects are linked to
colleges and will help set up “learn and
serve” programs to lead college students
into volunteer service on their own. Those
may be the most exciting programs of all
because they can perpetuate a philosophy of
volunteer service that will keep graduates
active in helping their communities long
after they become settled in their regular
careers.

Oregonians should be excited about
AmeriCorps. It offers a chance to ac-
complish important community projects
that otherwise would go undone. But be-
yond that, it offers an outlet for a spirit of
service — including unpaid volunteer work
— that Oregon and the nation badly need.

About two dozen community groups ap-
plied to join the first AmeriCorps program
in Oregon. When news of its work gets out,
we expect many times that number will beg
to be included next year as the three-year,
$1.5 billion national service demonstration
expands.
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Columbia Slough
cleanup effort set
to start Saturday

Cleanup efforts on a litter-

filled, polluted area of the Colum-

bia Slough in North Portland will

get under way at 9 a.m. Saturday,

thanks to a new partnership in-
volving federal and local govern-
ments, private industry and
neighborhood volunteers.

The project, part of the Kenton
Action Plan, will tackle an illegal
dump and adjacent transient
camp site on the north bank of
the slough near the Denver Ave-
nue viaduct over the waterway
in hopes of turning it into a
launch facility for canoes, kay-
aks and rowing shells.

Participating in the project are
EnviroCorps, Metro, the Port-
land Parks and Recreation Bu-
reau, the Kenton Neighborhood
Association and Simpson Tim-
ber. Co.

Simpson, the oldest continu-
ously operating company on the
slough, leased the land involved
in the cleanup from Portland for

! a year. “We see building a bet-
ter community as an integral
part of our success as a busi-
ness,” said Dave Berg, Simpson's
safety, health and environmental
manager

The first cleanup efforts will be

by a 20-member EnviroCorps
crew and neighborhood volun-
teers. They will haul out tires,
furniture and trash dumped near
the base of the bridge and re-
move blackberry bushes that
hide sites frequented by tran-
sients and drug users.

EnviroCorps is a local arm of
President Clinton's AmeriCorps,
a program through which funds
for college can be earned with
public service.

Volunteers interested in help-
ing should call 289-6693.

Firefighters accept twe

EThe Portland City Council is expected to
ratify the pact, which would raise union
members’ salaries 3.6 percent

By ERIN HOOVER

of The Oregonian staff

After 14 months of wrangling, the Portland
Firefighters Association and the city of Port-
land are poised to ratify a two-year labor con-
tract including a cost-of-living raise each year.

The contract was ratified by the union last
week, according to union President Randy
Leonard. It is expected to be approved by the
Portland City Council next Wednesday or Dec.
21, according to Gail Johnson, employee rela-
tions manager for the city.

Pending that ratification, the 700 union
members’ raises will be 3.6 percent for July 1,
1994, through June 30, 1995, and will be calcu-
lated based on the Portland-area consumer
price index for the following year. This mir-
rors the raises given to police union members
and other city workers this year.

The firefighters’

contract negotiations

bogged down over whether the fire bureau's 14
battalion chiefs are covered under the federal
FFair Labor Standards Act. It is this act that,
among other things, allows employees to be
paid time-and-a-half for overtime.

Regular pay for battalion chiefs, including
the newly negotiated raise, ranges from
$65,873 to $68.868. Their hourly pay, based on a
40-hour wqrkweek ranges from $31.67yto
$33.11. OW &

“All (the battalion chiefs) wanted is ‘what
most of the world gets when they wotk over-
time,"” Leonard said.

Midway through the contract negotiations
in March, the union took the matter to federal
district court. This fall, federal district court
Judge Robert E. Jones issued a preliminary
ruling that said the battalion chiefs met the re-
quirements for coverage under the federal
labor law.

The city 15 awaiting a final ruling from
Jones, Johnson said. But she said the city has
agreed in the contract to comply with the re-
quirements of that federal law as interpreted
by the courts.

The contract, which is retroactive to July 1,
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AmeriCorps to help restore
some of Columbia Slough

B Workers in the new program
will receive a small monthly
wage and college tuition credits
for their part in the project

By JOE FITZGIBBON
Correspondent, The Oregonian

At least two dozen of President
Clinton's newly created AmeriCorps
workers will be helping restore por-
tions of the Columbia Slough before
the end of summer.

On Monday, President Clinton an-
nounced the creation of Ameri-
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young men
and women to work on soil conser-
vation projects in return for college
tuition waivers and monthly living
expenses.

In a program patterned after
Peace Corps and Vista, college-aged
voung people will work for a year
restoring wildlife habitats, farm-
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad-
dition to a stipend of about $700 a
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will
earn a $4,725 tuition credit to be ap-
plied to a college of their choice.

The Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS), under
the guidance of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, selected a Portland

project to restore portions of the Co-
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond
as a model for the national service
program.

“This sends out an important mes-
sage to the entire region, but espe-
cially the African-American commu-
nity that we are going to do
something about environmental
damage,” said Metro Councilor Ed
Washington, who co-sponsored the
project proposal with Portland State
Professor Barry Messer. Washing-
ton grew up in North Portland near
the Columbia Slough and said that
he has made its restoration a per-
sonal goal.

“People of color have been fishing
and using the slough for recreation
and it's long past time we make it
the jewel it's always had the poten-
tial to be.”

According to Messer, the program
will hire 20 youths full-time to work
on restoration projects along the
slough over the next two years. An-
other dozen parttime college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high
school students from Roosevelt,
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high
schools studying natural resource
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway.

Messer said that he and Washing-

“ENVIRONMENTAL {145
'PEACECORPS > 15

B WHAT:The newly created AmeriCorps
to help solve environmental problems.

B/ WHO'S IN IT: High school and college
students.

| WHAT 00 THEY DO: In Portland, the
job will be work along the Columbia
Slough and Whitaker Pond

W WHAT 00 THET GET: A $700 monthly
stipend and up to $4,725 in tuition cred-
its.

B WHERE TO CALL:Contact Ed Wash-
ington at Metro, 797-1546 or call 1-800-
94ACORPS.

ton spent more than a year drafting
the slough proposal and expected
work to get under way around
Labor Day.

“The actual amount of money we
will have to spend has not been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to
$1 million,"” said Messer.

For its initial vear, CNCS will
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj-
ects operating in 32 states. Portland
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, including Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St. Louis, Boston
and Washington, D C

[
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‘Oregon to begin AmeriCorps program

By The Associated Prouggo

PORTLAND — More than 500
Oregonians will begin a year of
public service work soon to
earn money for further educa-
tion under a new national pro-
gram.

The Oregon part of President
Clinton's AmeriCorps program
was kicked off Monday by Gov.
Barbara Roberts in a ceremony
at Portland State University.
Similar events were held in
other states.

Roberts called AmeriCorps a
“movement whose time has

come.” Clinton convinced Con-
gress to establish the program
so young people can earn
money for college while per-
forming public service work.

“Each of you has an indi-
vidual task to perform, but each
of you is part of a larger move-
ment whose time has come, a
movement that can strengthen
communities, encourage respon-
sibilities, expand opportunities
and a movement that is about
getting things done,” the gover-
nor said.

Participants in the program
will receive about $7,000 for liv-

ing expenses and health care
coverage. Also, they will get
$4,700 in credit toward college
or vocational school expenses
or paying off existing loans.
Among programs mentioned
by Roberts that Oregon Ameri-
Corps members will undertake
are drug abuse, water conserva-
tion and juvenile crime preven-
tion programs by 40 Central Or-
egon Community College stu-
dents at Bend and weatheriza-
tion and other energy conserva-
tion work by 42 welfare recipi-
ents with the aim of their devel-
oping skills to get permanent

jobs.

Two dozen AmeriCorps mem-
bers in Portland will tutor and
otherwise assist second graders
with education and family prob-
lems.

Other program participants
will maintain hiking trails and
bridges in the Rogue River Na-
tional Forest, and American In-
dian members of the program
will restore salmon habitat in
the Columbia River Basin.

AmeriCorps will have about
20,000 members nationwide in
its first year. :
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B WHAT: Cleanup of the Whitaker
ponds, a 22-acre wetland

B WHERE: Near old Whitaker Grade
School, Northeast 52nd Avenue and
Columbia Boulevard

B WHO: EnviroCorps is doing most of
the work, with assistance from Metro,
Portland, the school district and other
agencies
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On a drenching winter day, Kathryn
Heriza (left) and Avis Duras plant ferns
along the edge of WhitaKker ponds.

Avis Dunas, 65, says it was time

to recycle herself through AmeriCorps,
working on the

Whitaker ponds restoration
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Working on
this project —
and being with
all these young
people — it’s
all brought me
back to life.

Avis Dunas

77
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By JOE FITZGIBBON
Special writer, The Oregonian

er face is mud-speckled.
Errant strands of white hair mat tight-
ly against her damp forehead.

Still, 65-year-old Avis Dunas sloshes
through ankle-deep mud in her yellow rainslicker,
waving off help as she totes buckets of fertilizer and
wetland plants for Whitaker ponds restoration.

By nearly all accounts, the former teacher and res-
taurant critic is the oldest
educated member of President Clinton’s recently
formed AmeriCorps.

And, according to crew members, the most inspir-
ing.

“Quite frankly, 1 don't love all of the digging and
weed pulling, but I wanted to help my country,”
Dunas said. “Working on this project — and being

T

and probably best-

with all these young people -
back to life.”

In June, the president announced the formation of
a cadre of 20,000 men and women willing to work on
community projects in exchange for monthly living
allowances and college tuition waivers.

Metro and Portland State University officials
jumped at the chance to complete several environ-
mental projects and accepted a federal grant to hire
two crews of 20 workers.

Dunas was selected from hundreds of applicants
and will spend the year working with young men and

it’s all brought me

women — most a third of her age — restoring a 22-

acre wetlands on the grounds of the old Whitaker
Grade School.

The Chicago native holds advanced degrees in
teaching and art history from UCLA. She took on the
low-paying job because she wanted to change her
life.

“It's getting harder and harder for a teacher my

Avis Dunas, 65, says it was time

to recycle herself through AmeriCorps,
working on the

Whitaker ponds restoration

age to find a job,” she said. “The way I look at it, I'm
the one being recycled.”

The school, located along Northeast 52nd Avenue
and Columbia Boulevard, currently houses a police
training facility and three baseball fields.

Metro biologist Jim Morgan points toward two
huge ponds nestled in the back of the school, over-
grown with blackberry bushes and piled up with de-
bris.

“We want this to be a place where kids will be able
to walk out into the woods, throw a fishing line in
the ponds, and forget for a few hours that they're in
the city,” he said.

Morgan’s plans call for relocating one of the ball-
parks closer to the school building. He also wants to
create a wildlife habitat using the ponds as a center-
piece and connect the entire area to the nearby

Please turn to
RECYCLED, Page 4
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Columbia Slough.

A longtime resident of the area, Metro
Councilor Ed Washington, supports the proj-
ect.

“These ponds and sloughs were where
many of us were exposed to the basic sci-
ences where we learned about tadpoles,
frogs and plants,” said Washington. "By giv-
ing young people part of the responsibility
to restore them, they'll come away with a
better appreciation of these special places.”

Of immediate concern to Morgan, though,
is the small mountain of scrap metal, plastic
pipe, machine parts and creosote-treated
timber dumped near the ponds.

AmeriCorps workers hired for the restora-
tion will earn about $4 an hour for their
work, and, by vear's end, receive a $4,725
college tuition waiver to a college or univer-
sity of their choice

Dunas calls herself a "tree-hugger” who
during the past 40 years has taught special
education students, hard-core prisoners and
well-to-do graduate students in Southern
California.

She spent six years writing “The Single’s
Guide to Los Angeles” and was co-host of a
Los Angeles television show that reviewed
ethnic restaurants

But her most enjoyable times, Dunas said,
were spent leading her own tours of muse-
ums, cemeteries and shopping malls

Crew members, most in their early 20s,
marvel at her stamina, work ethic and gift
of gab =

“Her knowledge and enthusiasm is a stim
ulation to all of us.” said team leader Mi-
chael A. Burch. “She's such an extrovert
that it’s helped us build good relationships
among the crew.”

When she completes her year of service,
Dunas wants to produce her own children’s
‘ision show or move to Asia o study ho-
meopathic medicine

According to Barry Messer, urban affairs
professor at PSU, AmeriCorps workers will
spend much of the week on labor-intensive
projects

But. he added. the crew will also study
community organizing and environmental
issues while working with nonprofit groups
on individual projects. Plans call for the
group to canvass the old Whitaker School
neighborhood during the next few weeks to
encourage local residents and business own
ers to help develop a master site plan

Avis Dunas (left) and Kathryn Heriza place ferns along the edge of a pond.
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Portland’s
slice of
AmeriCorps

Oregon received more than $600,000 in
federal grants to fund 15 AmeriCorps proj-
ects. In Portiand, they are:

.

M Friends of the Children: Patterned after
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Association, 24
AmeriCorps members work with at-risk
second graders from five inner-city

- schools. Members visit homes, tutor the
children and spend time with them on
weekends in an attempt to nelp the young-
sters build sell-esteem.

M | Have a Dream Foundation: These 24
AmeriCorps men and women have adopted
nearly 300 third and fourth graders to as-
sist them in developing strong social and
academic skills. Students who graduate
from high school will earn an all-expenses-
paid college education from the foundation.

M Green Corps:  Five AmeriCorps college
graduates are assisting low-income fami-
lies weatherize their homes. They will teach
community groups the risks of lead poison-
ing and help neighborhoods plan and con-
struct community gardens.

M Green Lights Program: A group of 10
AmeriCorps members will assist the Bon-
neville Power Administration in helping 75
area schools and public buildings become
more energy eflicient

B EnviroCorps:  Two AmeriCorps teams,
made up of 20 people, will restore Whitak-
er Ponds, a wetlands site near the Colum-
bia Slough, improve public access to Smith
and Bybee lakes and develop a vacant lot
in North Portland into a neighborhood park.

“Right now there are more people in Ameri-
Corps than were in Peace Corps atils
peak,” said Mary Carroll, assistant director
of the Oregon Community Service Commis-
sion. “Most of the public may not know
about them or their work yet, but, by the
end of the year, | think we'll all see that
change.”
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By Rob Oimstead
Btalt Wrier

Chris Travis was not amused

shppedinonhlmonhufmtdny
of gardening as a member of
AmeriCorps.

A community voluntser told
Travis about the legend of Queen
Anne's Lace, a flower said to have
sprung from the blood of Anne
Boleyn, wife of Henry VIII, after
she was beheaded.

But mini-history lesson aside,
Travis, 18, a remdent of the Ida B.
Wells housing dmloﬂment. said,
“It’s the best job out here—in the
world.”

Amer':Corpo is President Clin-
ton's effort to bring people to
public service while helping them
earn money for education. In Chi-
cago, the program is at the Chi-

cago High Sc for Agricultural
Science. Fifty people will

Yy Yyoung

be employed for 10 weeks, each
earning a tax-free $147 lupend
per week

leon&progrm start in Au-
gust, but the summer run is being
called “Summer of Safety” be-
cause part of its focus is to curb
violence and crime.

Gicaoommmbmo!m*lc«pu
Tuesday st the Edna Whits Century Garden at 111th and

Diverse AmeriCo

stick Is ...
'uidcmlluder Paul O'Gudy.

when a little British history was

thcméomuucomorm
Homaewood.

T mﬂ){guth at Work

a $1,000 scholarship,”

wih e U, De-
mm?"

his pormal duuu to

rvise 10 participants.
workeu are recent or
irh school gradates

soon-to-be

from “all different educational
m“ndl,o:momic bac:;
—30me m went to
school, some are from Ida B.
Wells,” 3aid Elizabeth Tyler of
the Botanic Garden in Glencoe.
Tyler has been helping eommum
ty volunteers establish the en.
called the Edna White
Garden, at 111th and Homew
for more than a year
The diversity, tbe scholarship
and the chance to be a part of a

7:30 am. and |
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mun aimed at
pea e iy
“I'm wor with com
dlﬂemntpeoplealltbctim
I don't live around,” said
dd,lmduauo(Mothu Mt.Au
ley High School.
O'Grady said workers
im‘tnllomed.'
“That's part of project also:
teaching a work othnc. be eaid.
R’Ehil 18] a job and it's not a ‘do-
what-vou-want’ type of thing."
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Gov. Barbara Roberts, Metro commi.

ssioner Ed Washington and an AmericaCorps representative at the
Portland kick-off to a community service initiative created by President Clinton.

Community Service For College

ollege students will help pay

back government support

for their education andlearn
new skills by working to restore the
health of the Columbia Slough in
North and Northeast Portland.

The EnviroCorps team 1s being

jaunched from a $199,288 grant from
AmencaCorps, a community service ini-
tauve created by President Clinton and
approved by Congress.

The Portland program. based on the
Portland State University campus, will pro-
vide learning and labor opportunities for
20 young adults in the metropolitan area.

EnviroCorps will center around envi-
ronmental and public access improvements
to north and northeast Portland’s Colum-
bia Slough. Metro regional government
and the U.S. Soil Conservation Service are
partners in the project.

Officials s';m-i the recruitment for
EnviroCorps participants is under way.
Ten part-time and eight full-ume members
are needed for a variety of community
service projects, including restoration of
natural resources, construction of interpre-

tive trails and exhibit areas, and the training
and mentoring of high-school youth. Two
full-ime team leaders will round out the
program.

*“This program is really a prototype of
what PSU as an urban university wants to
be,” said Barry Messer, EnviroCorps educa-

benefits. Full-time members completing a
year of service will receive a $4,725 educa-
tion award to be used to continue education
and job training or to repay existing student
!cans. Part-time participants receive a
$2,363 education award.

Amy Spring, EnviroCorps recruitment

This program is really a prototype of what PSU as an

urban university wants to be.”

Barry Messer, EnviroCorps education director

tion director.

Messer has coordinated other service
learning projects at PSU’s Center for Urban
Studies. He says the program is a means of
opening education opportunities for young
people while providing valuable service learn-
ing experiences for potential and existing
college students.

Full-time members will receive asingle-
year living allowance of $7,600, while part-
time members receive $4,023. All members
will be eligible for health care and child care

coordinator, says about 50 percent of the
job duties will be in the field. Other work
could include creating partnerships with
neighborhood associations to gain volun-
teer help or sharing work experience with
students. Written reports and assessments
of the work accomplished will complete
the duues of the job.

The application deadline is Sept. 28.
In-the-filed training and project work 1s
scheduledtobegin Oct. 14, For more infor-
mation, call Spring at 725-5582.
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AmeriCorps to help restore
some of Columbia Slough

B Workers in the new program
will receive a small monthly
wage and college tuition credits
for their part in the project

By JOE FITZGIBBON
Correspondent, The Oregonian

At least two dozen of President
Clinton's newly created AmeriCorps
workers will be helping restore por-
tions of the Columbia Slough before
the énd of summer.

On Monday, President Clinton an-
nounced the creation of Ameri-
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young men
and women to work on soil conser-
vation projects in return for college
tuition waivers and monthly living
expenses.

In a program patterned after
Peace Corps and Vista, college-aged
young people will work for a year
restoring wildlife habitats, farm-
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad-
dition to a stipend of about $700 a
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will
earn a $4,725 tuition credit to be ap-
plied to a college of their choice.

The Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS), under
the guidance of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, selected a Portland

project to restore portions of the Co-

lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond

as a model for the national service
program.

“This sends out an important mes-
sage to the entire region, but espe-
cially the African-American commu-
nity that we are going to do
something about environmental
damage,” said Metro Councilor Ed
Washington, who co-sponsored the
project proposal with Portland State
Professor Barry Messer. Washing-
ton grew up in North Portland near
the Columbia Slough and said that
he has made its restoration a per-
sonal goal.

“People of color have been fishing
and using the slough for recreation
and it's long past time we make it
the jewel it's always had the poten-
tial to be.”

According to Messer, the program
will hire 20 youths full-time to work
on restoration projects along the
slough over the next two years. An-
other dozen part-time college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high
school students from Roosevelt,
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high
schools studying natural resource
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway.

Messer said that he and Washing-

M WHAT:The newly created AmeriCorps
to help solve environmental problems.

B WHO'S IN IT: High school and college
students.

B WHAT DO THEY DO: In Portland, the
job will be work along the Columbia
Slough and Whitaker Pond

B WHAT DO THET GET: A $700 monthly
stipend and up to $4,725 in tuition cred-
its.

W WHERE T0 CALL:Contact Ed Wash-
ington at Metro, 797-1546 or call 1-800-
94ACORPS.

ton spent more than a year drafting
the slough proposal and expected
work to get under way around
Labor Day.

“The actual amount of money we
will have to spend has not been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to
$1 million," said Messer.

For its initial year, CNCS will
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj-
ects operating in 32 states. Portland
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, including Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St. Louis, Boston
and Washington, D.C.

=
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ollege students will help pay

back government support

fortheireducationandlearn
new skills by working to restore the
health of the Columbia Slough in
North and Northeast Portland.

The EnviroCorps team 1s being
launched from a $199 288 grant from
AmencaCorps, a communily service ini-
vative created by President Clinton and
approved by Congress

The Portland program. based on the
Portland State University campus, will pro
vide learming and labor opportuniues for

20 young adulis in the metropolitan area

EnviroCorps will center around envi

ronmental and public access improvements

1o north and northeast Portland’s Colum

bia Slough. Metro reoional

and the U.S Soil Cansery

government
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service projects, ing

natural resources, con

tive trails and exhibit areas, and the training

and mentoring of high-school youth. Two:

full-ime team leaders will round out the
program.

“This program is really a prototype of
what PSU as an urban university wants to
be,” said Barry Messer, EnviroCorps educa-
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Portland Launches Envirocorps

Gov. Barbara Roberts, Metro commissioner Ed Washington and an AmericaCorps representative at th
Portland kick-off to a community service initiative created by President Clinton.

ommunity Service For College

benefits. Full-time members completing a
year of service will receive a $4,725 educa-
tion award to be used tocontinue education
and job training orto repay existing student
loans. Part-time participants receive a
$2,363 education award.

Amy Spring, EnviroCorps recruitment

This program is really a prototype of what PSU as an

urban university wants to be.”

Barry Messer, EnviroCorps education director
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CLEANUP--Michael Burch, team leader of the EnviroCorps project in North Portland, surveys an area
targeted for cleanup adjacent to the Whitaker Ponds. The project is part of President Clinton’s Ameri-

Corps community service initiative.




Working on
this project —
and being with
all these young
people — it’s
all brought me
back to life.

Avis Dunas

77

By JOE FITZGIBBON

Special writer, The Oregonian

er face is mud-speckled

Errant strands of white hair mat tight-

ly against her damp forehead.

Still, 65-year-old Avis Dunas sloshes
through ankle-deep mud in her yellow rainslicker,
waving off help as she totes buckets of fertilizer and
wetland plants for Whitaker ponds restoration.

By nearly all accounts, the former teacher and res-
taurant critic is the oldest and probably
educated member of President Clinton’s recently
formed AmeriCorps

And, according to crew members, the most inspir-
mng

“Quite frankly, | don't love all of the digging and
weed pulling, but I wanted to help my country,”
and being

Dunas said. “"Working on this project

best-

with all these young people
back to life."

In June, the president announced the formation of
a cadre of 20,000 men and women willing to work on
community projects in exchange for monthly living
allowances and college tuition waivers.

Metro and Portland State University officials
jumped at the chance to complete several environ-
mental projects and accepted a federal grant to hire
two crews of 20 workers.

Dunas was selected from hundreds of applicants
and will spend the year working with young men and
women
acre wetlands on the grounds of the old Whitaker
Grade School.

The Chicago native holds advanced degrees in
teaching and art history from UCLA. She took on the
low-paying job because she wanted to change her
life,

“It's getting harder and harder for a teacher my

it's all brought me

most a third of her age — restoring a 22-

ponds, a 22-acre wetland.

M WHERE: Near old Whitaker Grade
School, Northeast 52nd Avenue and
Columbia Boulevard.

MWHO: EnviroCorps is doing most of
the work, with assistance from Metro,
Portland, the school district and other
agencies.

On a drenching winter day, Kathryn
Herlza (left) and Avis Duras plant ferns
along the edge of Whitaker ponds.

Avis Dunas, 65, says it was time

to recycle herself through AmeriCorps,
working on the

Whitaker ponds restoration

age to find a job,” she said. “The way I look at it, I'm
the one being recycled.”

The school, located along Northeast 52nd Avenue
and Columbia Boulevard, currently houses a police
training facility and three baseball fields.

Metro biologist Jim Morgan points toward two
huge ponds nestled in the back of the school, over-
grown with blackberry bushes and piled up with de-
bris.

“We want this to be a place where kids will be able
to walk out into the woods, throw a fishing line in
the ponds, and forget for a few hours that they're in
the city,” he said.

Morgan's plans call for relocating one of the ball-
parks closer to the school building. He also wants to
create a wildlife habitat using the ponds as a center-
piece and connect the entire area to the nearby

Please turn to
RECYCLED, Page 4
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Columbia Slough.

A longtime resident of the area, Metro
Councilor Ed Washington, supports the proj-
ect.

“These ponds and sloughs were where
many of us were exposed to the basic sci-
ences — where we learned about tadpoles,
frogs and plants,” said Washington. "By giv-
ing young people part of the responsibility
to restore them, they'll come away with a
better appreciation of these special places.”

Of immediate concern to Morgan, though,
is the small mountain of scrap metal, plastic
pipe, machine parts and creosote-treated
timber dumped near the ponds.

AmeriCorps workers hired for the restora-
tion will earn about $4 an hour for their
work, and, by year's end, receive a $4,725
college tuition waiver to a college or univer-
sity of their choice.

Dunas calls herself a “tree-hugger” who
during the past 40 years has taught special
education students, hard-core prisoners and
well-to-do graduate students in Southern
California.

She spent six years writing “The Single's
Guide to Los Angeles” and was co-host of a
Los Angeles television show that reviewed
ethnic restaurants

But her most enjoyable times, Dunas said,
were spent leading her own tours of muse-
ums, cemeteries and shopping malls

Crew members, most in their early 20s,
marvel at her stamina, work ethic and gift
of gab

"Her knowledge and enthusiasm is a stim-
ulation to all of us,” said team leader Mi-
chael A. Burch. “She's such an extrovert
that it's helped us build good relationships
among the crew.”

When she completes her year of service,
Dunas wants to produce her own children's
television show or move to Asia to study ho
meopathic medicine

According to Barry Messer. urban alfairs
professor at PSU, AmeriCorps workers will
spend much of the week on labor-intensive
projects

But. he added, the crew will also study
community organizing am': environmental
1ssues while working with nonprofit groups
on individual projects. Plans call for the
group to canvass the old Whitaker School
neighborhood during the next few weeks to
encourage local T':‘.\'idl.'nt:‘- and business own
ers to help develop a master site plan

-Iar Iabries ith

Avis Dunas (left) and Kathryn Heriza place ferns along the edge of a pond.
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Portland’s
sliceof
AmeriCorps

Oregon received more than $600,000 in
federal grants to fund 15 AmeriCorps proj-
ects. In Portland, they are:

M Friends of the Children: Patterned after
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Association, 24
AmeriCorps members work with at-risk
second graders from five inner-city
schools. Members visit homes, tutor the
children and spend time with them on
weekends in an attempt to nelp the young-
sters build self-esteem.

M | Have a Dream Foundation: These 24
AmeriCorps men and women have adopted
nearly 300 third and fourth graders to as-
sist them in developing strong social and
academic skills. Students who graduate
from high school will earn an all-expenses-
paid college education from the foundation.

M Green Corps:  Five AmeriCorps college
graduates are assisting low-income fami-
lies weatherize their homes. They will teach
community groups the risks of lead poison-
ing and help neighborhoods plan and con-
struct community gardens.

W Green Lights Program: A group of 10
AmeriCorps members will assist the Bon-
neville Power Administration in helping 75
area schools and public buildings become
mare energy efficient.

M EnviroCorps:  Two AmeriCorps teams,
made up of 20 people, will restore Whitak-
er Ponds, a wetlands site near the Colum-
bia Slough, improve public access to Smith
and Bybee lakes and develop a vacant lot
in North Portland into a neighborhood park.
“Right now there are more people in Ameri-
Carps than were in Peace Corps at its
peak,” said Mary Carroll, assistant director
of the Oregon Community Service Commis-
sion. "Most of the public may not know
about them or their work yet, but, by the
end of the year, | think we'll all see that
change.”
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Food bank in Blanding gets new coat

The Americorps team
painted the town of Blan-
ding - at least that is how
the team members felt as
they painted the inside
walls and ceiling of the
newly acquired San Juan
County Food Bank build-
ing.

The new food distribution
center will open later this
month, primarily through
the efforts of Americorps
team member Henry Silent-
man. Silentman wrote the
proposal to establish a food
bank to serve San Juan
County’s needy population.

Food will come from do-
nations and purchased from
the Utah Food Bank and lo-

cal food stores. Needy fam-
ilies will be given a nutri-
tionally balanced seven-
day food supply.

Henry Silentman coordi-
nated the inside paint party.
Fellow Americorps team
members Andrea Dyar,
Sam Sellers, Eldon Miller,
Anna Prawl, and Nancy
Steele; their Americorps su-
pervisor, Kresha Eastman
and her son, Klint; and
Allison Williams, a local
VISTA volunteer working
with students at Albert R.
Lyman Middle School, all
participated in the project.

Local Boy Scouts may
clean the grounds as a pos-
sible Eagle Scout project.
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AmeriCorpsto help
with home repairs

Dear Editor,

[ am an AmeriCorps mem-
ber working in your county
on housing repair.

My job is to locate families
in the community who need
help affording repair work,
and then finding a resource
in the community to help
them.

If you have needed repairs
in your home and cannot
afford to make these repairs
yourself, write the following
information on a blank sheet
of paper and send it in

I need to know your name,
address, phone number,
county, number of people in
the household, number of
children under 18, nuniber of

elderly or disabled in the
household, entire household
income, the specific types of
repairs needed, and a brief
statement giving me per-
mission to discuss your situ-
ation with a loan/grant re-
source.

Send this information to
AMERICORPS, 242 Daniel
Boone Drive, Barbourville,
KY 40906.

Please remember this is
no guarantee of help.

All information will be
reviewed and put on a list.
All information received
will be kept confidential.

Rebecca Davidson
AmeriCorps member
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Shelly . Foutz-Lowe of
Pascagoula is making a positive
difference in the lives of Natchez
citizens through the AmeriCorps
program.

Implemented by President
Bill Clinton, AmeriCorps is a
national service initiative to
achieve results in addressing the
nation’s critical education,
human service, public safety and
environmental needs of the com-
munity.

Shelly is a member of ‘the
inaugural group of AmeriCorpa
participanis in Misgissippi. She
is working with the City of

- Natchez planning depariment,
“We sat down and discussed
what programs we thought :

would be best for Natchez,”
Shelly said. “T knew 1 wanted ta
work wilh young people and
since Missisaippi has the number
one teenage pregnancy rate in
the nation, we decided to work’
on Lhis isgue.”

Not only is Shelly dealing
with teen pregnancy prevention,
she is also working with girls
who are already pregnant

5
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE — Shelly Foutz-Lowe of
Pascagoula is making a positive difterence in
Natchez with the AmeriCorps program inltiated by

“I try to encourage them er President Bill Clinton. Shelly is working with teen
tay in school, get their educa

pregnancy, teen preghancy prevention, the reestab-
lishment of a YMCA and assisting organizations in
obtaining grants. Shelly [s one of 67 AmeriCorps
volunteers addrassing different needs in Mississippi.

ion and get the proper prena-
tal and postnatal care,” she said.

Another objective is the
reestablishment of the YMCA in
Natchez. In 1968, the YMCA
pulled out because of racial rela-
tions. Shelly said she hopes to
bring the YMCA back into the
community and support for these

plans has been positive. She ll].i*

wants to help community orga-
nizations pursue grants.

A 1989 graduate of
Pascagoula High School, Shelly
received a bachelor of science
degree in psychology from the
ITnivaraity of Southern Missis*

gipp1 in 1993,

A professor at UUSM, Richard
Larkin, knew of Shelly's doep
involvement in community activ-
itics and recommended the pro-
gram to her. Shelly is one of 67,
volunteers in this state working
to make rur al commumties bet-
ter places to live.

:quml'r said she was
ghy in high school, she became
involved in ccn'ummit_v -!L:‘_.ivéticn{
in college. She volunteers at ap
sexual assault crisis center and
the Christian soup services in
Hattiesburg where her hushand,
Michael, is working on his doc-

torate degree in psychology at
LS.

“My passion is for people less
fortunate. [ don’t like to sce any-
one mistreated,” Shelly said. “
like people and wantl to help
them. I have a keen interest in
young people and I'm a champi-
on for these cauaes.”

Shelly will ivolunteer in
Natchez for about nine months,
performing 1,700 honrs of com-
munity service work. For her
participaiion in AmeriCorps, she

is receiving a stipend of $8,000

and scholarship money worth

more than M,?qo_wbich will go

toward paying off student loans,
She algo receives travel expens-
ed of $1,800 as she goes through-
out the state talking to commu-
nity leaders.

“This work does not pay an
enormous salary, but the
rewards are astounding,” Shelly

aid. “T get so much satisfaction
uf of helping people, helping

| them see their own self-worth.

I want to let young people know

that we haven’t forgotten about

them. I want them to know that
ithout them, we have no

uture.” o

. Sheily.encourages others to

tlve serves in AmenCorps,.

get involved in the AmeriCorps
program w!)lch has received lit-
tle media attenition despite the
great sirides being performed in
communities across the country.
“My main objective is to let
people know this program is
available, especially the middle
class,” she said. “We are the
guinea pigs for this program. I'm
breaking my neck to lel people
know because if the politicians in
Washington cut this program
out, then I hope everyone in this

these politicians don't care any-
thing about the middle class.
“This program is for all t:hlﬁ&—‘
es of people, but mainly for the
middle class, Without it, I would
siill be paying off my student
loans. Everyone alwaye has)

, but at least, he cares
nough to try to help our edu-
cation,” Shelly said,
The program is designed for
high school graduates who want
to take a break before starting
college, undergraduates who
might want to take a year off
beiween years of college to find
out what direction they want to
pursue and for college graduates
who can use the scholarship
money to pay ofl student loans or
to nse for graduate school.
Shelly said she is even encour-
aging her two younger brothers
to become involved in the pro-
gram, sponsored through the
1J.S. Department of Agriculture.
“The more people we get
involved in the program, the
more money we will get from the
government,” Shelly said.
“Thera's a lot of potential in this
siate and 1 get sick and tired of
reading and watching television
about how bad it is here, when |

(something to say about thg_ﬁgg-‘

See AMERICORPS, Page 2-B

state gets a clear message, that l
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Continued from 1-B

know there are good people who
live in this state. There are a lot
of positive things going on here”
Reaching young women with
a positive message is one of
Shelly’s goals in Natchez.

* I want to tell young women in
high school that it is nice to have
a boyfriend, but they need to get
an education and think of them-
selves, think about their future
and go for it. If he loves you, helll
stay with you. Don't rush your
life. Do something for your com-
munity. If you do it, will come
back to you.

“My philosophy is if everyone,

ould do one act of volunteer
work for his community, this

* world would be a lot better place

to live. We won’t have to worry
about violence or drug problems
or teenage pregnancy. We have to
live in this world together, we
might as well work together.”
Shelly credits her parents,
Andy and Mary Ellen Foutz, for
raising her in a Christian home
.and giving her a solid foundation
on which to grow and mature.
“My dad taught me how to be
assertive and not just lay back.
He taught me not to hurt people
but to go for what I wanted. My

==>82026901131

mom taught me to reach for the
stars, She raised me to be myself
and to never lose sight of my
identity. I love my mother and
have to give her all the praise.
She’s the best thing that ever
happened to me. She’s my beat
friend.”

Shelly said changing the world
negds to start with changing atn-
tudes.

*"We have become & me

nation. If people would stop theiy
selfish attitudes, reexamine their
lives and think about someone
else for a change, then they could
lift their peighbors up instead of
kickmg them when they are
down.”

She added., “It only takes one
person to get the spark going; it
takes one person to get the ball
rolling. I used to be a pessimistic
person, but pessimism doesn't
change anything. Optimism does.
I know things can happen if peq;
ple want them to happen. If I
make a difference in just one per-
son’s life because of my work
with AmeriCorps, then all the
work has truly been worth it.”

For more information on the
AmeriCorps program, call 1-800-
880-4188.

ECM Pg. 03/04
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| volunteer
‘comes to

Nime Americorp members

.recently began their service in
Kentacky’s Appalachian Region

- after being sworm in at the
-Farmer’s Home Adnimslruiol
(FI:IHA} state office i

iwo day

e
sion ia London, and have now

- reported (o their respective com-
- mumitics 10 begin work. :

Thpamclpmumlhe

Americorp: vohmieeer Laura Duncan will be working in Middiesboro. Pictured are Fmia State Director
Thomas G.-Fern, Duncan, Bell County Chamber of Commerce Direclor Gale Edwards, and Americorp

ncnbasinl]almelgagcmm- Site locations for the Kentucky

! reach activities to assisi economi- 4 Appalachian Region include

“ning and assist in mplr.aenung cally and socially disadvantaged * Middlesboro, Barbourville (2),
| programs to improve or develop | citizens in rural areas in accessing”
-} needed community facilitics. Team

Hazard, (2), London

Fn}lAgtntmdm_mm {Ziaﬁds«wmmmmp

tcam member working in

- Middlesboro will be Lavora

Duocan, who will be working out
of the Beli County Chamber of
Commerce.




Western Express

STARR McDANILES AND CHAD DENISON are working with Pittsfield Economic Developer
Robin Hendley to gather information on Pittsfield's downtown area. McDaniles is from Pearl
and Denison from Pittsfield.

They're parts of Americorps team

By DAN LONG

"Hopefully some of the things
I'll be learning I can take back to
Pearl and use it to stop the de-
cline there,"” Starr McDaniles said
about her working as an Ameri-
corps volunteer.

McDaniles and Chad Denison
are two members of Americorps,
a group of volunteers employed

by the US Department of Agri-
culture.

Denison, from Pittsfield, and
McDaniles are working through
the Pittsfield economic develop-

ment office to collect data on,

Pittsficld's downtown area.
They'll collect information on
businesses, buildings, residences,
parking and other factors, accord-
ing to Robin Hendley, Pittsfield

economic developer.

The information will be used
to meet ADA requirements, ful-
fill Main Street designations for
application and other possible
projects. '

"We need to know what the
data says and see what direction
it's pointing," Hendley said.

It could point to a certain mar-
ket area not being met by current
businesses or a need for more
parking, or it might not, Hendley
said. -

Denison and McDaniles will
work for 9-10 months on the data
collection project. They've al-
-eady undergone some training in-
Juding CPR and first aid from

-the Red Cross and team building

at WIU, according to Denison. =

At the end of the project, both
volunteers will receive scholar-
ships toward additional education
as well as experience.

"It's a volunteer position with a
living expense,” McDaniles said.

"You eamm money and there's a
$4,725 scholarship toward (educa-
tion)," Denison said. "It's a chance
to make contacts and gain experi-
ence." ,

Both volunteers applied for the
program through Two Rivers
RC&D, the local sponsor of the
program. :
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Helping -

Continued from Page P1
and fish die. =

For more than five years, local
farmers have been asking the+Soil
Conservation Service for help Jeal-_
ing with animal waste, said Char-
lette Epifanio, a soil conservationist
who is supervising Jensen. In Jen-
sen and his AmeriCorps co-worker,
Nancy Scolari, the farmers have
found the help. o

Although some farmers mlght'
eye the AmeriCorps workers With
suspicion because they are govern-
ment employees, Jensen said-the
agricultural community has wel-
comed his expertise. =

He sees his role as a bu;tfer
between polluting landowners -and
regulatory agencies. He hopes to
stop the pollution before regulators
fine the polluters. -
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AmeriCorps Continues Work With Watershed

BY KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON
YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK

AmeriCorps continues its
committment to rural South
Carolina.

The Newberry Team Il members
(Amy Overstreet, James Holland,
Jay Henderson, Mary Roe and
Angela Brinkley) use a computer
program to identify non-point
source pollution in the Bush River
Camping Creek watershed.

To identify potential solutions for
the problemn areas, team members
place data such as soil type, land
slope and land use into the AGNPS
(Agricultural Non-point Source)
computer model.

The model simulates conditions
at all points within the watershed.

The AGNPS program actually
runs 8 watershed model and
spatially interprets the results.

The  Natural Resources
Conservation Service will usa the
model of the two subwater sheds to
pinpoint problems within the
overall Bush River Camping Creek
watershed.

The team has created a Lotus
spreadsheet for inputting data
from SC Dept. of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC)
water monitoring station. The
information has been accumulating
over the years and has not been
analyzed.

As a result of the spreadsheet,

Newberry Team ll AmadCorps. members receive technlcai
tralning from supervisor Jim Wiison, center. Pictured, from left,
are: Jay Henderson, James Holland, Jim Wilson and Mary Roe.

the data can be graphed and
comparison studies can be made in
order to illustrate trends and
patterns over the years.

Aerial photos, topography maps,

‘as well as a clinometer which
slope ’

measures the land
percentage are some of the
instruments and equipment used
by the team.

Asg Holland and Roe uge the
equipment in the field, they have
placed a premium on their outdour
experiences.

Holland enjoys the physical
landscape such as the hillsides, the
change of seasons and the well-
managed farms. “For farmers, the
work is right there...they live

- within the workplace,” he said.

Roe feels a greater appreciation
for the environment.

She recalls watching a PBS
program about mammoths. Roe
marveled how she could relate to
various subjects in the program to
her AmeriCorps work.

Devising a plan to cross a creek
and trying to pry a canoe out of -
mud are some memorable tales for
Amy Overstreet. Overstreet works
primarily with computer data
entry. She looks forward to
increasing her field tima.

Call 321-6222, to learn more
about the team's current project.
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'Par!lcipanla from the Greater Jackson Youth Service Corps inspect a

M The program allows
enrollees to eam a diploma
while learning to work.

By Mary Jefferson
Clarton-Ledger Stalf Writer “—

make it in life

It's far from a dream workweek:
26 hours at minimum wage and 16
hours of volunteer duty, much of it
heavy labor.
But for about 50 young people
like Eric Jackson, their toil is noth-
" ing compared with their reward.

TODAY’S EXTRA

" Jackson, 20, is a member of the
Greater Jackson Youth Service
Corps program. In its fifth year,
the corps is an educational pro-
gram for at-risk males and females
16-23. While earning their high
school equivalency diplomas,
young people acquire self-esteem,
pride in their community and good
work and study habits.

“The whole program is such a

The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest including
horse trail they cleared in the Bienville National Forest near Hillsboro. trail clearing and other maintenance.

Service corps helps at-risk young people

learning experience,” Jackson
said. “It is not like anything I have
ever been involved in. It is wonder-
ful. The people over the corps real-
ly make sure you understand what
;:t;.lupeod to in order to make it in
ife.
The service program has three

M The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture's Anti-Hunger Corps.

M The agriculture department’s
AmeriCorps Public Lands Corps,
part of the initiative signed into

law last September by President
Clinton.

B The Urban Corps.

Jackson, a participant in the
Public Lands Corps, said the pro-
gram not only providea him a
chance to improve his character,
but gives him support he needs to
continue his edlucation.

“We work the young people for
one year on various community
service projects,” said Alfred Mar-
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-

See YOUTHS, 10A
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' Participants from the Greater Jackson Youth Service Corps inspect a
horse trail they cleared in the Bienville National Forest near Hillsboro.

Brian Albert Broomx The Clatlon L mom

The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest including
trall clearing and other maintenance.

Service corps helps at-risk young people

l The program allows
enrollees to earmn a diploma
while learning to work.

By Mary Jefforson
Clarlon-Ledger Statf Writer

It's far from a dream workweek:
26 hours at minimum wage and 15
hours of volunteer duty, much of it
heavy labor.

But for about 50 young people
like Eric Jackson, their toil is noth-

" ing compared with their reward.

TODAY'S EXTRA

Jackson, 20, is a member of the
Greater Jackson Youth Service
Corps program. In its fifth year,
the corps is an educational pro-
gram for at-risk males and females
16-23. While earning their high
school equivalency diplomas,
young people acquire self-esteem,
pride in their community and good
work and study habits.

“The whole program is such a

learning experience,” Jackson
said. “It is not like anything I have
ever been involved in. It is wonder-
ful. The people ovar the corps real-
ly make sure you understand what
you need to in order to make it in
life."”

The service program has three
facets:

M The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture's Anti-Hunger Corps.

M The agriculture department'’s
AmeriCorps Public Lands Corps,
part of the initiative signed into

law last September by President
Clinton.

B T'he Urban Corps.

Jackson, a participant in the
Public Lands Corps, said the pro-
gram not only provides him a
chance to improve his character,
but gives him support he needs to
continue his education.

“We work the young people for
one year on various community
service projects,” said Alfred Mar-
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-

See YOUTHS, 10A
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AmeriCorps

AmeriCorps, a
national service
program started by

President Clinton in

1994, helps slu-
dents finance their
college educations.
For more informa-

tion on AmeriCorps,
call (800) 942-2677.

Minot, N.D. (AP)

Kelly Bosch and Jessica Krumwiede
both were looking for a way to finance
their college educations. They found it
in a relatively new program similar to
the Peace Corps, and their experience
is paying off in more ways than just
financially.

Bosch and Krumwiede, both of Dev-
ils Lake, signed up for AmeriCorps, a
national service program started by
President Clinton in 1994. Bosch is in
his first year of service, Krumwiede in
her second. They don't regret postpon-
ing their educations to work for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“It's a worthy project — 1 ‘really
believe In it," Bosch said. “It's good for

THE FORUM
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA
DECEMBER 11, 1995

‘MONDAY, DECEMBER 11,1995 .

>ommunities, collegians gain from Corps

N.D. students say experience is as valuable as the fmanc:al incentives that the program provides

“These are services that are not offered by anyone else.
There's kmd of a void, and that’s where AmenCo:ps

COH‘IBS in.’

the e:perience and the scholarship.”

Those who complete 1,700 hours of
community work during nine months
in the program earn a $4,725 grant,
said Jar Mar, manager of the Natural
Resource Conservation Service Lake
Agassiz Regional Council in Fargo. Mar
is directing the AmeriCorps project in
MNorth Dakota this year.

- Jay Mar, North Dakqta AmerlCorps director "

The grant can be used to pay tuition
or to pay off student loans.

Bosch, 19, and Krumwiede, 21, are
two of five people in North Dakota
working in AmeriCorps this year.

In North Dakota, AmeriCorps is run
through the conservation service, The
program's main objective this year is
to increase awareness in rural commu-

nitles and on farms - particu!arly in
the southeastern part of the state - of
the need for protecting ground and
surface water from contamination.

That involves identifying potential
sources of contamination both on
farms and in towns, and documenting
those sources, Krumwiede said.

“We put all that on a map, in case
there was ever an accident,” she said.
“The town would then come up with a
plan of what they would do in that sit-
uation.” .

Identifying possible sources of con-
tamination means a lot of knocking on
doors and askinﬁqueslions, Bosch said.

“A lot is with farmers, and 1 can
relate there,” sald Bosch, who grew up

-.The Forum

on a farm. *That helps. If a vehicle
with government plates pulls up, you
never know what grmers will think..”

The AmeriCorps members are also
helping ranchers in the southeastern
part of the state implement proper
grazing management plans, They're
doing that by sponsoring workshops
and by doing inventories of field plant
species for ranchers.

Communities can request workers
for local projects, Mar said.

“These are services that are not
offered by anyone else,” he said.
“There's kind of a void, and that's
where AmeriCorps comes in and pro-
vides assistance. And the beauty of the
program is ... AmeriCorps does not
charge the community.”
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Home & Garden

Clear brush now

for ’95 fire season

Have you looked around your
property lately and wondered
how fast the bruch would burn in
0 wildfire? Did you know that an
acre of hrugh that fs 18 10 20
yoiars old prodoces 25 1ons ol
fuel? By contrast, wn uere of
grass produces only ane tan of
fuel.

Even though the fire season
has officlally ended for this year
in Nevada County, we should
not get complucent. The winte
rains will stimulite more vegei-
tive growth next year, which will
fuzl the inevitable wildfires in
the summer and fall.

Every homeowner and citizen
Hving In the Sierra foothills
needs to know about the wildfire
threat, Fire is a natural phenome-
non, moxt often started by
human netivities. Large accmnu-
Intions ol fuel are found
throughout our community and,
too often, near homes and
improvements, The potential for
a high-intensity catastrophic
wildfire exists ench summer
within owr community. Wildfires
can destroy homes, Large
destructive wildfires have
occurred locally and will occur
ngain. You enn do something
nbout reducing the fuels and the
fire hnzard.

Conservation
Corner

Andy
Lovato

Establishing 2ones of defénse
around your property is o com
mon-sense approach 1o wikilite
protechion Zong one is the st §
to 10 feer around the outside
walls of the house, Combustible
materinls in this area nre close
enongh to bring the fire into con-
et with the building wall. deck
or porch, Planting and fands<cap-
ingeare best limited to very suce
culent groundeovers, grovel
mulehes, walkwaoys and gieen
Towns, If you have limited water
supply for irrigation, let it he
coneentrated here.

Zone two bepins ot the
perimeter of zone one nnd
extends outward nbout 30 feet,
Plants in this zone may be a
combipation of both native and

introduced species. Trees must

be widely spaced to prevent
crown fires. Shrubs should be
low growing and preferably with

natural hive londs in our wanes -
sheds 10 Hmit the damaging
effects of wildlires. The
Americorps staff will work with
private property owners o !
develop Tuel reducnion plan
These plans will vake - oo
aceonnt the desived bind pe
the owners, such as wildhite
forestry,

The Americoips program s
still in its planning siages, where
o stratepy i heing develop: ' e
asxist the communiy, Ip o °°
ton o working pencially ok
landowners, the Americor o
stall s targeting a cortain wit
shed, specifienlly in the Aha
Sierra area. They are lookinp o
landowners interested in doine o
demonstration project, where
specific fuel management 10 h
nigues can be applied on 'hn |
ground, monitored, and used o
public education. By using @
gpecific watershed, we can cval
uate the effectiveness ol the
applied practices in contrnltoag .h

\(\’:‘,ildl'ucs.., D,

Fhe Nevida Connty Re
Conservation Distnsg i o oo
specind districy, nscocinted b
the USDA and SCS, that can
help landowners with these and
other resource concarns. 117 von
need help with fuel manage nent

or are interested in oohee

resonfce topics, vontact the

office nt 272-3417. '
270

Andy Lovato works for the |
Nevadn  County  Resorner
Conservation Diviviet, anid hes
column appeary monihly,
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AmerICorps program may bring
sewer_lmprovements to Bolivar

S

: BJI!Var County - may soon be
. sesing npeded developments and

improvements in rural sewer sys-
tems, thanks to the efforts of those
bbhiFld the new
AmerlCorps program.

Lebrunski - Richasd, Bolivar,
~Counly-dtéa . ‘member of the
- AmeriCorps program, explamcd.

that ithe m wil] be used to

pinpoint funds for and assist

help
: tfm ﬂmmpment of a rural

' scwer syslzm in the county.

THe prbgnm, which is President
‘Clinton®s ‘nationz] 'service initia-
tive ‘intended to address the

nahon‘i ducation; human service,

public, safety and-. environmental

5:ab the loca) level, also calls
, forﬂ:cumpramnent of Iiwn; con-
“ditigms. thraogh urban forestry,
according to information given by
Richard. " -

Hmmr.e.«.r-erl Richard notcd the.

program will’ initially focus. only

on: obuﬁﬁng technical assistance

' w;th,mral uwagc systems in the.

L county.. t
: 'Raght now, we 'Il just be work-
_ the. ‘sewer systems,”

Rirhhrd utd “We're looking at

.\.,;‘,':':.,_

L, Pl Tt

federal

Stanton subdivision (northwest of
Cleveland), Hills and East Boyle
subdivisions in Boyle, Shelby
Farms, Isaa¢c Danicls subdivision
of Mound, Bayou and Hogan sub-
division of Mound Bayou.”
Richard explained that he and
Andrea Clark of Cleveland, the
other teari member of the county
AmeriCorps' program, will be
working with the_Bolivar County
Board of Supervisors to ascertain
maney for a rural sewer uys'e=,

but the job of determining which
area will be designaled Lo receive
the system will be left up to super-

. Visors.

Arca cvaluation surveys have
already been' condueted in' the
aforementjoned ' areas, said
Richard, adding that he expects to
meet witl supervisors “in the nex(
couple of weeks” to see if they
have settled on a target area in the

© county for (he scwer system.

-Clarence Finley.'of Greenville,
coordinator with the Northwest
Mississippi ', Resource
Conservation and Development
Area (RCD) in Stoneville, con-
firmed that the Amchorps pro-
gram will focus on rural sewer syss
tems.

“Weare 2 nonproi‘ t orgamzalion
based in the Mississippi Delta,”
explained Finley, who supcmses

.Richard and Clark. “We are partic-

ipating in the AmeriCorps program
with the US. Forest Service,
which . is funding the program

through RCD o
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AmeriCorps rebuilds
trails, park shelters

By Patrick J. Sullivan
Leader Staff Writer o

While President Clinton con-
tinues to defend his AmeriCorps
youth service program in the
face of a looming Republican
budget-cutting ax, the federal
program is getting thinge done
on the Olympi¢ Perunsula.

A 35-member AmeriCorps
crew of young men and women
are three months into a 10-
month program toimprove pub-
lic recreation facilities in Jef-
ferson and Clallam counties.
The work includes Olympic
Neationa]l Park and Quilcene
Ranger District trails and camp-
grounds, county parks and pic-
nic shelters and a city park.

“When we look back over what
wa've done so far, it's been huge
in just a quarter of the time we'll
be here,” said Joff Parker, project
coordinator employed by North.
west Youth Camp (NYC), an Or-

egon-based company contracted

to manage the Olympic Penin-
sula program.

¢ crews have developed a
lot of new skills and we're doing
projects that probably wouldn't
get done otherwise,” Parker
said.

That's true, accordingto Dave
Johnson of the Quilcene Ranger
District's operations staff.

“The Forest Service nolonger
has a budget for extensive trail
or campground or picnic area
maintenance,” Johnson admit-
ted. “AmeriCorps is getting
more done4in ond year than we
could getdonein five years with

“We're doing
projects that
probably
wouldn't get
dore
othenwise.”

Jeff Parker

project coord:natc
Northawest Youth Camp

An unscheduled project
earned crew membersimmense
praise. Twenty-nine volun-
teered to help with flood control
in December along the Quilcone
River. Some worked a full shift
on AmeriCorps projects and
then spent eight more hours in
rain and mud hoisting sand-
bags.

Campaign promise
President Clinton cam-
paigned for the AmeriCorps pro-
am, ‘initiated through the
nited States Department of
Agriculture (USDA).
AmeriCorps was funded for
1995-96, although Repub: can
eritics have: 8lready threatested
to remove the 1996 pertion.
Amnut a vear ago Dave

tuition and fees at any college,
university or trade school, Each
person has seven years touse or
lose the grant, which may also
be used to pay off an exasting
federal student loan. Interest
on a student ioan is deferred
during a person's program par-
tm‘gation

orkers are aiso paid $7,880,
which works out to about $4 an
hour for the 1,700 net hours
asgigned to tasks.

Jefferson and Clallam
county's respective park and
recreation departments each
provide atleast $25,000 (in-kind
services, materials, equipment
or money)while private sources
are funding $100,000 for work
done in each county.

Fort Worden State Park per-
sonnel support the programs by
makingli quarters available.
The National Forest Foundation
(NFF) allocated $50,000 to im-
prove the barracks with new wir-
ing, paint and carpet. Whidbey
Island Naval Air Station donated
surplus beds, dressers and other
furnishings,

Barracks life

Some AmeriCorps mem s
are moving into rental housing
~~ which is allowed — so those
remaining at the Fort Worden
barracks have more space.
Learning to live with people
from different ethnic and per-
sonal backgrounds has beenone
of the program's good experi-
ences sa.d Kevin Brockway, 30,
acrew .cader employed by NYC.

“Learning to adapt to differ-
ent pecple and things and jobs

Lin mwamvam {8
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Lee Countians Complete Year Of Service In AmeriCorps

Several Lee Countians are com-
sleting a year of service as
AmeriCorps Members and are "Get-
ting Things Done” in Southwest
Virginia. Paula Bailey, a 1990
graduate of Lee High, and Tina
Fowler work in Lee County.
Adrienne Carver Perkins, who
graduated from Pennington High
School in 1987, is working in
Wytheville and Marion, VA. Other
Membersin that areainclude Delton
Alderman of Mt. Airy, NC; Audrey
Biggs of Blacksburg, VA; Mindy
Clark of Marion, VA; and James
Pratt of Rural Retreat, VA.

AmeriCorps, President Clinton's
National Service Program, passed
with bipartisan support by the Con-
gress, The program engages 20,000
Americans with diverse back-
grounds in performing services that
meet critical community needs in
return for an award which may be
used for college, job training or to
pay back student loans. The major-
ity of AmeriCorps members are
working in partnership with state,
local governments and non-profit
organizations.

The USDA is running three types
of AmeriCorps teams in 38 states,
composed of about 1200 members;
anti-hunger teams, publiclands and
environment teams and rural de-
velopment teams.

Paula Bailey works with Rural
Economic and Community Devel-
opment (RECD) in Jonesville. She
helps low and very low income fami-
lies and individuals fill out applica-
tions for assistance. One type of
assistance available is the 502 loan
program which may involve con-
struction of a new home or the pur-
chase of an existing home which
meets RECD requirements. Another
type of assistance available is the
504 loan program which covers re-
pairs on applicant-owned homes. If
the applicants are over age 62 and
have very low income, they may
qualify for a grant program that
goes up to $5,000 and does not have
to be repaid. Several of the appli-
cants are home bound, so Paula
goes to their residences and helps
them complete the application. She
also performs an applicant inter-
view, where the monthly repayment

amount is calculated based on loan
size and adjusted annual income.
After the applicant is determined
eligible for a loan program, Paula
works with them and their contrac-
tor until the loan is closed. She also
works on the repair specifications,
which are sent to at least three
contractors for bids., While the home
is being built or repaired, she ac-
companies the Assistant County
Supervisor for periodic inspections
to make sure the work is done prop-
erly. Paula handles the paperwork
in the construction, contract, and
inspection processes.

Paula is in a cluster group with
AmeriCorps Members in Kentucky.
They have done clean-up work for
Mountain Outreach through Cum-
berland College in Williamsburg,
KY, and more clean-up along the
Powell River at the Oak Tree area
in Jonesville, VA.

Tina Fowler recently completed
her work with the USDA Forest
Service and was based at the Clinch
Ranger District in Wise. She devel-
oped a tourism guide with over 70
listed sites in seven counties and
the City of Norton to be given to the
area chambers of commerce. These
directories include the name of a
contact person, interesting aspects,
and the facilities available at each
site. The guide will serve as a quick
tourism reference for visitors and
residents.

Tina also made many presenta-
tions to high school students from
grades nine to twelve. She asked
students to look at tourism from a
different angle with a historical
point of view, She talked about set-
tlers, the hardships they had to en-
dure, and how the area was the
corridor for western expansion.
Early communities were safe ha-
vens from both the Indians and the
British. The students were made
aware of the fact that their ances-
tors made expansion possible in an
effort to stimulate pride in their
area, Tina includes information
about the effects of the industrial
boom. She tells her audience about
things of interest in their area such
as geological natural wonders.
People escape from the city life to

visithere, but we are not quite ready
for large-scale expansion because
the necessary infrastructure does
not exist. Our greatest asset is the
land itself and it needs to be devel-
oped and opened for more visitors.
Places like log cabins, RV parks,
good restaurants, bed and break-
fasts, and lodges need to be opened
to provide shelter and food for those
whovisit. Tina likes to use examples
of success, such as Pounding Mill
and Carter Fold, to prove when we
provide a quality, unique experi-
ence, people will come.

Adrienne Perkins, Delton Alder-
man, Audrey Biggs, and James Pratt
are based in Wythe County at the
New River-Highlands Resource
Conservation and Development
(RC&D) office in Wytheville. Mindy
Clark is based in Marion. This clus-
ter group has recently completed an
outdoor classroom with a Tree Iden-
tification Laboratory for the Smyth
County School System. This lab is
located along the Riverwalk in the

Town of Marion, VA, which is an
existing path that runs along-side
the Middle Fork of the Holston River.
Delton Alderman, who has ten years
experience in the forest industry,
identified most of the forty trees
which were marked with identifica-
tion posts, compiled the informa-
tion guidebook, and supervised the
installation of the posts along the
trail. Mindy Clark, who has a de-
greeinlandscape architecture, drew
the plans for some of the segments
ofthe trail and organized materials
and workers for the sanding, rout-
ing, and painting of the identifica-
tion posts. She reproduced the logo
in the form of a stencil to be painted
on the sidewalks, acting as a guide
to the trail. Adrienne Perkins, who
has adegree in communication stud-
ies, edited the guidebook that was
presented to the teachers as an aid
to using the outdoor lab. She pro-
duced theidentification plaquesthat
top the posts on the trail. James
Pratt, who has degrees in Commu-
nications and English, wrote the
introduction and edited the guide-
book, documented trailwork with
photography, and assisted in the
installation, staining and mulching

AmeriCorps members who re'égnﬂ'y
Laboratory are pictured, left to ?'sght-
Adrienne Carver Perkins and Tina Fowler.

cofnpleted an outdoor CIASSTUUIN WIlll & 4 10T Iucsiunm svores ves
Delton Alderman, James Pratt, Mindy Clark, Audrey Biggs,

of the posts. Audrey Biggs planned
the field day celebration, scanned
the images used on the plaques and
in the guidebook, and assisted with
editing. All five Members worked
together to research information,
install the identification plagues
atop the posts, supervise volunteer
workers, and train the teachers for
the use of the trail.

The Grassroots Conservancy, a
community service organization in
Smyth County, conceived the idea
for the lab, applied for the grant
that funded the project, put down
surfacing material, paved parts of
the trail, hosted clean-up days for
the river, constructed an informa-
tion kiosk, and planted trees. The
Smyth County Intermediate School
Science Club and local Boy Scout
Troops also aided by planting trees
and painting Riverwalk logos on
the sidewalks.

Many other projects are being
completed by the New River-High-
lands AmeriCorps Members. Delton
is working with the USDA Forest
Service to install timber bridges in
Southwest Virginia. James is com-
piling information for a Specialty
Forest Products Industry Directory
of Southwest Virginia. Audrey is
coordinating outreach for several
natural resource committees with
newsletters. Adrienne is preparing
presentations to encourage proper
forest utilization, shooting video
footage for a Jefferson National
Forest publieity video, and writing
and editing a forestry committee
newsletter.

Paula Bailey



Tina Wright-Swinton committed
to serve Marion County community
through AmeriCorps pilot program

By TODD SHIFFLET
Star & Enterprise

Tina Wright-Swinton is young,
energetic and she wants to
help. Even more, she has
promised to get things done.

AmeriCorps, a pilot program
initiated by the Clinton
Administration, is allowing
Mrs. Wright-Swinton the
opportunity to serve her
community. Sh:f can serve a
term of community
servicn and fo ber
commitment, receive money to
pay off a college loan or tuition.

ShoiltheAmeriCorps
representative for Marion
County and will be assisting
low-to-moderate i

Iwmhmrhngﬁthcumm
Student Enrichment Center
with students in grades one to
eight - to do well in school - as
mentor and tutor,” said Mrs.
Wright-Swinton, 26,

Mrs. Wright-Swinton said she
will be working with the
Farmers’ Home Administration
as an outreach person. She will
be identifying residential
homes which are in financial
need and connecting them with
programs which can help. She
also plans to initiate an
educational service for the
program so that housing
improvements will be long-
term.

“Alot of people in rural Marion
County are not apt for change,”

she said. “The challenge is
going to be finding and
connecting with the people out
there who need resources...
helping people find out what
programs are out there.”

She said she will primarily be
working with identifying
residents and connecting them
with loans and other assistance
programs provided by FmHA,
but will also be working with
the United States Department
of Agriculture’s Rural
Development Administration,
Marion County government,
Marion County community
service and the Pee Dee
Regional Council of
Governments. Agencies which
will be helping with assistance
include the FmHA, Habitat for
and various other
bhousing and urban
development programs. Some'
of her resources include the
Clemson Extension Service, the

“I have a lot of ideas, but it's
going to be difficult for one
person to take on the whole
community. Once I find out
wh.l ific problems there

identify the people, I
knw!’mgmngtoneedl.he
mpportul‘othenlt’sﬂnzto
heahtd'w;lttndu of
*.h“' !&wriﬁ
Swinton said.

Shcnmtedmddetumned
by the challenge. She has gone
through a number of training
mmthmmha:.d

mﬁﬁvﬁnhum’ .

“I think it's an excellent ,
program - community service to
pay for an education. I know I
am a people-person, and having
an opportunity to interact and
help somebody makes me feel
really blessed,” she said.

Mrs. Wright-Swinton said her
AmeriCorps colleagues in
different counties in the
country are concentrating on
different projects. Each county
has it's own specific priority.
Counties in South Carolina
which have the advantage of an
Americorp representative
include Allendale, Denmark,
Orangeburg, Santee/Lynches

and the Williamsburg/Lake
City area, she said.

Mrs. Wright-Swinton is also
excited about working with

students out of the Marion

Student Enrichment Center.
The center is a local non-profit 1
agency made up of retired
educators and high school ,
volunteers. She will be working {

school

hmthehdslf
in Marion

A Marion native, Mrs. Wright-
Swinton will receive a living
allowance for her one year of
service, plus an educational
award. She is a graduate of
Coastal Carolina University
with a degree in Business
Administration. She has
worked with the Department of
Social Services, the South
Carolina Employment
Commission and Fleet
Funding, all of which relate to
her Americorp service position.

Marion County Administrator
Pete Rogers will act as her
supervisor.

Anyone seeking more
information about AmeriCorps
can call 1-800-880-4183.
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Agriculture chief praises
AmeriCorps in area visit

By DAVID WAHLBERG
Sun Staff Writer

LYTLE CREEK — Dion Tru-
jillo led acting U.S. Agriculture
Secrelary Richard Rominger
along a nature Lrail thal Trujille
and olher AmecriCorps members
had built.

“We're learning about a lot of
new things, like forestry and bi-
ology.” said Trujillo, 28, of Rialte,

“Thal's what (AmeriCorps) is
all about.” Rominger said.
“Learning while you're working,”

Rominger visited the Lylle
Creck Ranger Station on FFriday
to tout AmeriCorps, the federal
service program created by Pres-
ident Clinton that has come un-
der Republican crilicism in re-

hiking trails, design nature cen-
lers, repair fire-ravaged arecas
and plant vegetlation for u yeur.
In return. they gel $4,725 cduca-
tion grants. Aboul 20,000 people
are participating around the
country,

Rominger, who tentatively re-
placed lormer Agricullure Scere-
lary Mike Ispy this month aler
Espy resigned, acddressed aboul
80 AmeriCorps members gath-
ercd in acirele oulside the ranger
slation.

“I feel like 1 lelt Washington,
but T came home to the best of
government,” he said.

Morc Lhan 400 pcople applicd
for the 80 AmeriCorps jabs in the
San Bernardino Nalional Forest,
he said.

"1 dan’l think anvone can call

cenl weeks.

. AmeriCorps members build

e

See AMERICORPS/A2

Amériéorps: Trujillo offers praise

Continued from A1

that eocrcive voluntecrisin,” he
said.

Newt Gingrich and ether Re-
publican Congress lcaders have
criticized the program on those
grounds,

“"All of you have taken govern-
ment and made it your own,” Ro-
minger said. "You've turned a
concepl into some solid, practical
action.”

The trail thal Trugillo’s crew

built oulside the ranger station
will display various plants of the
national forest, rom deser! brush
to mountain wildNowers.

“It's going Lo be a nice little
place Lo visit and learn from.”
said Scott Gorman, 22, a crew
member [roin Pomona. “We're
going Lo be able to lake our Rids
back here someday and say, 'We
didd (his, ™

Lauren Whilchurceh, 24, an
AmcriCorps member [rom San
Dernardino, said he joined the
srogram to learn more aboul for-

eslry.

“IU's a chance Lo learn about
the environment and whal we can
doto help.”

Belh Anglin, who belongs to
an AmeriCorps crew in Palm
Springs, said she signed up be-
cause she was tired ol babysitting
and telemarkeling.

“I'his gives me a chance to
work outside,"” said Anglin, 19. I
love the outdoors.”

Rominger said he hopes Ame-
riCorps gains cnough bipartisan
suppor! Lo continuc. b,

“Il's pcople pulling Lugdthq’r
1o tackle commnunity problemsy’
he said. “This is what goverl}
ment should really be about " -



DECEMBER 6, 1994

_ El Dorado Gazette, Georgetown Gazette & Town Crier

Fuel load project to begin in
Traverse Creek Watershed

A team of Americorp members have
been assigned to the United States Depart-
mentof Agriculture, Natural Resource Con-
servation Service, formerly the Soil Con-
servation Service. Their mission: to reduce
fuel loads in potentially critical forest lands.

The local team covers the area encom-
passing El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, and
Amador counties. The program is part of
President Clinton's pilot Americorp legis-
lation, with projects of community service
and a motto of “getting things done.” The
program has been called the Domestic Peace
Corps.

The team members, headquartered in
Placerville, are working on the Traverse
Creek Watershed located in the Georgetown
area. The participants will identify land-
owners and then set-up community meet-
ings and workshops. They will assist in
formulating individual plans according to
the various desires and needs of land use
from limited timber harvestto wildlife habi-
tat. They will also help develop incentive
programs and assistance funding.

District Conservationist Jim Kimmel has
two' Americorp members to assist work
through his office: Aleta Apgar, a conser-
vation educator, certified teacherand former
viticulturist, and Jesse Haramati, a civil
engineering candidate in a joint University
of California Santa Cruz-Berkeley Program.
They work cooperatively with El Dorado
County’s Georgetown Divide Resource
Conservation District and Soil Conserva-

tion Service.

As a team they unite their efforts with
Cliff Heitz, Auburn's District Conserva-
tionist, and his representatives: Geologist
Carol Rutenberg and James Newman, a
wildlife management Humboldt State Uni-
versity graduate. Two other team members,
Christi Lyn-Maison, an agronomist, and
AltheaBrusin, an agriculture science gradu-
ate from Cal Poly, work under the tutelage
of Grass Valley's District Conservationist,
Ron Zinke. The project coordinator is Bob
Roan of High Sierra Resource Conserva-
tion and Development Area.

The anticipated success of this project
will minimize the impact of inevitable wild-
fires. Successful implementation of this
program will generate more Amn.ericorp
volunteers and inclusion of more water-
sheds in the fuel load reduction program.

The aim of this rural land development
project is to demonstrate a model of com-
munity interaction, cooperation between
federal and state and local agencies and
private landowners. The reduction of fuel
loads and fuel ladders to reduce possibility
of catastrophic wildfires is one of the most
critical environmental issues currently be-
ing addressed in the foothills.
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Friends 'n Neighbors

and other notable news. ..

Remember April? The sun started to shine . ..
on came spring fever . . . then more rain! Some of
us were caught on the tester-totter of spring fever
and rain depression. Enough! One person actually
looking forward to some rain is hay grower Norm
Yenni. He finally got back into his fields and
replanted after being flooded out for most of 1995
(and losing his entire crop). Norm dry-farms and is
locking for "normal” April showers to do the
watering. While we'd really like to see Norm and
the other south county hay and grain growers geta
break, in this bizarre year of floods it would be nice
to really know that the rain will be more off than
on!

Sonoma County Sheriff's Deputy Spence
Martin is targeting sometime in May to return to
patrol duty after suffering two stokes last fall. For
the last 3 months, he's been doing light duty in the
office and, knowing Spence, is probably stir crazy!
Co-workers and the agricultural community are
anxious to see him back in the field. While Spence
gears up to go back to active duty, Richard
Ripken, of R.A. Ripken Nursery, is at home
recovering from a quadruple bypass following a
heart attack in early April. Richard's giving out
heart attack advice: get a shot of "TPA" which will
melt a clot in minutes and may help save your life.
Could Richard be branching out from nuturing
grapevines to real people?! Get well soon!

Can we call Jon and Jan Wright, of Wright's
Feed in Healdsburg, the king and queen of the slot
machines?! They just participated in their first
official slot tournament - and made the semi-finals!
Jon and Jan have their own "Caesar's Gold Card"
which rings up points every time they pull the lever
(it's a burton. now). Jan says these points add up to
free rooms, meals and special privileges. Lots of
free stuff? Maybe we should call Jan the queen of
simarts instead of slots! .

Congratulations to Michael Murphy who is
graduating from Sonoma State this month. Michael

is with the Sonoma County Horse Council and is
Ya-Ka-Ama's farm manager. When asked how
long it took him, Michael laughed and said he
started college in 1964! His degree is in
Environmental Planning. (Now can you see why it
took so long? only kidding!) Karen: "Well,
Michael, what do you want to do with your degree/
education?” Michael: "I want to be a farmer.” We're
glad to see he has his priorities straight.

The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
and FEMA have been chuming out a newsletter
called "Recovery Times". In the April 5 issue, there
was a little story on how AmenCorps helped out
during and after the floods by filling sandbags,
strengthening levees, removing debnis, etc.. And lo
and behold. the picture with the story is of our very
own Nancy Scolari and Mike Jensen from the
Natural Resources Conservation Service in
Petaluma (ex-SCS). Lisa Woo Shanks sent in the
photo of them talking with U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture Interim Secretary Richard Rominger.
Great plug. this story, except it neglected to
mention where they worked!

Whatever you think about government
workers, think again. At least in this case. At the
Sonoma County Vineyard Technical Group's
recent spring dinner and dance, employees of the
Agricultural Commissioner's and Farm Advisor's
offices were doing hard labor. Volunteer labor. In
the kitchen. On their day off were county
emplovees, John Westoby' (and wife, Lynn) and
chief instigator Marilyn Vernon, with Farm
Advisor Rhonda Smith, all bustin' their buds
preparing fine grub for a hungry group of grape-
techies. They must really care about what they do
to put in so much volunteerism. Of course,
complete adoration from the grape industry folks,
doesn't hurt. Some areas of government show that
they really care about the people they serve.
Thanks!
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NEWS SUMMARY

Top stories in today’s paper

WORLD

Slepping down: The governor of Mexico's
Chiapas state, beset by rebel calls for his
resignation, steps down. A8

NATION

Crime hill: The House passes a revision of
anti-crime spending, rescinding a major
plan passed lale last year. AL

Peace deal: The Uniled Stales offers Serbia
a relaxalion in sanclions in return for coop-
erating in peacemaking. A3

OPINION

Unwise solution: A strong governor should
be able to set spending priorities, but Gov.
David Beasley is swinging the budget ax
while wearing a blindfold. His "5 percent
solution” is unwise. A10

METRO/REGION
DSS changes: Social services chief Jim

iClark outlines a 28-page pitch for legisla-

lors that is designed to help new mothers in

BS6. AmeriCorps volunleers Chad Weston, Sherell Stevens, Angl Paulus and Susan Miller
lock over maps of Lexington County. They are particlpating in a preject to inspect 80
dams In the counly.

moving guickly from the nursery into the
work lorce arid to encourage responsibility.
Al :

Day of love: Valentine’s Day fever fills the
civic altars. It's not like June or December,
but there's no shortage of nuptials. A1
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- Watch and the

' not affected.

Alicia

Amerlcorp volunteer
Damon

Bv Dan Bustard

A volunteer from the Americorp
program will be lending a helping
hand to three local conservation
groups over the next several months,
and it is a homecoming of sorts.

Alicia Damon started working this
week in the offices of the Planning
Alliance of the Damariscotta River
Estuary (PADRE), and she is
. looking forward to becoming part of
. the community again.
. “I grew up in Wiscasset and
. Newecastle, and I moved back to the
- area this year,” said Damon, who
has degrees in environmental policy
and environmental education.
“Working with these volunteer
groups and the local communities is
very appealing to me and got me
interested in the Americorp
program.”

President Clinton’s program is on
the chopping block in Washington,

Water quality issues will be the

focus of Damon’s work, Tom Ford of

PADRE said. Helping to coordinate
Tidewater Watch’s water quality
monitoring program will be one of

‘those tasks along with working with

DRA’s Stewardship Committee
developing procedures and a
computer information base for
monitoring the more than 15 miles of
sensitive shorefront, salt marsh and
freshwater wetlands in the river’s
estuary.

Once PADRE, consisting of
planning board members from the
towns along the Damariscotta River,
decide which recommendations to
follow from a work plan developed
by the Damariscotta River Estuary
Project, Damon can begin working
on those as well.

For now, she is starting slowly,
doing paperwork and familiarizing
herself with the groups she will work
with. Her schedule will be flexible.

“I am allotted a certain amount of
hours, but it depends on how I choose
to use them. I could be involved for
10 months up to a year. It also
depends on how the sponsoring
agencies want to use me, and that
depends mostly on the projects. If

there is something they really want

me to be involved with next
September, I can allot my hours so
I can have some left,” Damon said.

The draw of being able to work in
the area is important. “I'm busy
building a house, and I am looking
forward to getting back into the

196 LN
Damon returns home as volunteer

-, but the 1,700 volunteer hours Damon
» will be working with PADRE,
" Tidewater
° Damariscotta River Association are

commumty It is better to be workin
here than in Machias or somewher
else up the coast,” she said. “But th:
(Americorp) is all new tome, so |"
be spending some time gettin
ready,’ she said.




Factory

opens doors
after taking
applications

By Ralph B. Davis
Editor
 After holding taking applica-
tions over the weekend, Specialty
Plastic Products opened its new
Jackson County plant this week.

Specialty held a job fair last
Friday and Saturday to introduce
itself to the community and (o
take applications from potential
workers. Tumout appeared strong
on Friday. as 150 pcople showed
up in the first hour to fill out
applications.

The company appcarcd ready
beginopcerations rightaway. Plani
production manager Colm
McArdlc said that Specialty was
targeting Monday as the first day
of work. :

The cut-and-sew factory was
expected o begin work Monday
moming with around ten work-
ers. McArdle said the company
would then gradually increase
production until the plant met its
goal of hiring 100-130 workers.
_ Specialty manufactures mili-
tary apparel for Department of
Defense contracts. McArdle said

Please see "Specialty” on p.3

THE JACKSON COUNTY SUN
MCKEE, KENTUCKY
APRIL 27, 1995

AmeriCorps members Michelle Humﬁé_et' and Tina King mter.
viewed an applicant during Friday’s job fair at the new Specialty

Plastic Products plant. The company expects to hire 100-130

workers, over half of which are to be from low and modelm’e.

income families. The job fair continued on Saturday

the McKee operation. would pro-
duce sub-assemblics to be shipped
10 Specialty’s other plants across
the U.S.

Specialty was received assis-
tance with the job fair from sev-
eral area agencies. Representa-
tives from Kentucky Highlands
Investment Corporation (KHIC)
and Cumberland Valley Area
Development District (CVADD)
were on hand helping to conduct
the event.

KHIC and CVADD worked
with the Industrial Authority, City
of McKee and the county to bring
Specialty to Jackson County.

Also present at the job fair were
members of AmenCorps, Presi-
derit@linton’s civil'service initia®’
tive: ‘Michelle Humfteetand Tina
King'¢onducted surveys of appli-
cants to help the company meet
community development block
grant mandated goals of provid-
ing jobs to persons from low and
moderate income familics.
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Home economics - in two languages

AmeriCorps

volunteer 7

helps students g

understand 1A\

By Jonathan Bethely
Star Tribune Staff Writer

At Folwell Middle School in
Minneapolis, home economics is
taught both in English and Span-
ish. Maria Diaz, an AmeriCorps
volunteer. helps teachers who
onlv speak English teach children
who only speak Spanish.

“The Spanish kids understand
the gist of what [the English-
speaking teacher]| is saying, but
once we get into groups, they can
ask questions if they don't under-
stand,” Diaz said. She splits her
day at the school between bilin-
gual classes and classes in which
all children speak Spanish.

When the teacher is done ex-
plaining the day's task, for in-
stance, the bilingual class divides
into two groups. The first group
dives into the project while the
second group listens to Diaz, who
repeats what was said.

AmeriCorps volunteers are
valuable to a school such as Fol-
well. only half of whose students
are fluent in English. Diaz said
AmeriCorps volunteers provide a
service that schools may not be
able to afford otherwise.

Without her, half of the 35 home
economics students might not
understand something as simple
as putting apples in a blender.

Diaz is one of 30 AmeriCorps
members based at the Brian Coyle
Community Center in Min-
neapolis. They range from college
graduates to high school dropouts.

“AmeriCorps is made to pro-
vide people with an opportunity
to serve their community and
help themselves. [t's about be-
longing to an organization that
supports yvou," Diaz said.

Someday the University of
Minnesota senior hopes to be a
teacher. The program was the
perfect opportuniry for her to vol-
unteer while still in school.

Forsomeyoungpeople, theroad
to college after high school has
more detours than freeways under-

~

Star Tribune Photo by Jerry Holt

AmeriCorps volunteer Maria Dlaz helps in a home economics class at Folwell Middie School In Minneapolis. “The
Spanish kids understand the gist of what [the English-speaking teacher] Is saying,” Dlaz sald, “but once we get Iinto
groups, they can ask questions if they don't understand.” There are about 350 AmeriCorps members in the state.

going summer construction.

If Tangene Hayslett's road
hadn’t led him to the AmeriCorps
program after graduating from
Washburn High School in Minne-
apolis, he said, he's not sure what
he'd be doing. At 18, Hayslett
coordinates all youth activities at
the Coyle Center.

“You're getting a lot more
than just a check every two weeks
— you're getting a lot of different
skills that you can't put dollar
bills on,” he said. In addition to
serving 40 hours a week at the
Coyle Center, Hayslett holds a
part-time job at Rainbow Foods
to help make ends meet.

In high school, Hayslett didn't
spend that much time worrying
about his education. At one point
he was enrolled in an alternative
school for “problem kids.” But at
this school, Hayslett excelled in
academics and found the incen-
tive to finish high school. Now he
sees kids at the community cen-
ter who look up to him.

“That'skind ofweird because've
never seen myself as a role model
or mentor. | really didn't think [ was
that important to the world until I

Some facts about AmeriCorps

> Origin: One of Bill Clinton's leading ideas in his 1992 campaign
for the presidency. It's a kind of Peace Corps for America. a na-
tional service project. It started in 1993.

> Minnesota angle: There are about 350 people working here, in

eight programs.

» The cost: Full-time volunteers get a $4,700 education voucher
and $660 a month to cover living expenses and medical benefits.
In 1994 it cost $301 million nationwide, growing in 1995 to

$470 million.

> Critics say: It costs too much and duplicates the work of the pri-

vate sector.

> Supporters say: “It's a successful program that | think is benefi-
cial,” said U.S. Rep. Bruce Vento, a DALer from St. Paul. "It helps
build a network that isn’t available in most communities. You
need volunteers to help build a framework for other volunteers.”

A 1995 University of Minnesota study found that Minnesota's
program had an “impact on individuals, organizations and
communities.” The state gets back in volunteer time twice the
money Is provides when it matches federal funds, it said.

came over here,” Hayslert said.
AmeriCorps members meet
twice a month to share informa-
tion about projects, but they also
receive skills training in conflict
resolution. résumé writing, diver-
sity training and public speaking.

Hayslett said he learned orga-
nizingand coordinationskillsatthe
Coyle Center. “I'm constantly try-
ing to run programs to make sure
everything is falling in line. [from|
structuring programs to making
reservations.” Hayslett said
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R ently intend to drag Pres
Clinton’s national service p.
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block this
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Jon Stewar, director of the Northwest Service Academy In Corbett, coaches paricipants In how to operate a
pump end hoses. Participants will be sworn In Monday as part of a natfional kickoft.

Academy produces service corps

a Clinton to swear in specially frained environmental workers

hy LYSN NARKVASIL
of The Quthook stall

CORBETT — It was raining, but
27 members of the Norhwest Service
Academy unrolled fire hoses and
leimwed how o hook them up with the
commect valves and stan a pump from
the Sandy River. This week, they will
ke 2 ket on their fire-fighting skills,
and qualifiers may be providing relief
1o the firelines this full,

They re part of 4 nation:) move-
wwent ol conununity-service volunteers
called Amencones. Mondary, President
Bl Chieon: will swear them in via
sateliite in a ceremony at Pioneer
Sequare i Pondand.

Among them will be Chris Marun,
I8, of Ponland.

“lewas 3 great oppontunity W help
the environment and get a chance o
work vutside,” be said ol his decision
IOJUIH

A to1al of 62 participants have
wained &t Corbet’s Camp Angelos for
the past two weeks. Their mission is
environmental concerns and educa-
tion, suid director Jon Stewart, who
works out of Columbia Gorge Ranger
St

“We're the largest program in the
state of Oregon,” he said.

For the most part, they will work
on stream restoration some trails
restoration, outdoor school and
Cascade Stream Watch, he said. But
fire-fighting also qualifies as a signifi-
cant environmental need, so some
team members may be called 1o the
lines, he <aid

Frday was the Lust day of waining
at Cump Angelos. From now on, the
G nwembers wall be divided into tour
sroups aid work oa different projecis
Multnomah, Clackamas,
on and Clirk counties, wud
d Holly Kmigha

uants also com

mn

¢ from the

“Learning civic responsibility by providing service to the community and the environment.”

four counties, with about 10 of them
from East County and Boring, she
estimated. They must work at least
1,700 hours during the one-year pro-
gram 1o get $5,000 good towards col-
lege, vocational school or student
loans, They also get a 3156 a week in
living stipend.

Most academy participants are
young, with 77 percent between ages
18 and 25, although some are age 45,
Knight said.

At least some crews will keep
working in East County. This"week,
they will be working on restocation of
a section of Kelly Creck and other
projects are planned with Gresham
City Purks and the Bonneville Power
Administration, said volunteer Mac
Neely, a senior-citizen mentor and
group spokeswodnwn,

But the academy already made its
presence known in Trouidale, when
the 61 participants wearing green T-
shirts swarmed onto the field of the
Imagination Station for a day of labor
during construction of the playground.
Although the crew will not generally
build playgrounds, it was the crew'’s
second day together and a good team-
building experience, members said.

For Anne Mohler, 20, of Porland,
the academy has given her life more
of a sense of purpose since graduating,
:xsidcs being a way to save for col-
ege.

“QOther jobs 1've had 1 didn"t
respect myself and didn’t feel | was
doing anything useful. Who really
cares if somebody gets their pizza on
timeT” Mohler said. “People here are
s0 respectful, so open. To be able to
say that tuthfully is really special.”

Uma Tupper, 21, found out about
the academy when she wheeled
through Oregon on a cross-country
biking trip. She applied and moved to
Oregon from New York. She found a
room in a shared house 1o rent and fig-
ures she can make it o the stipend.
She wants to pay off student loans and
£o on to praduate school.

Aric Brady, 18, said he lives in an
area of Noctheast Poctland that is trou-
bled by gangs and other problems, and
the academy is a good chance to get
away and save moacy to study rudio
broadmsting. his career goal.

“It puts money in our . and
it's good work,” hcn.nd."llhclpsyou
1o be social instead of antisocial.”

Americocps is a good program for
high school graduates who haven't
figured out their next career move,
suid Melissa Busby, 9, of West Lian.

Americorps participants “graduate™
July 28, 1995. They can apply foc a
second year stint with the program
along with the new applicants, Neely
said. But two years is the absolute
limit, she said.

a
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Often, we
hear about the
negative sides
of our society
~ more than we
apprediate the
positiveness -
we, as a
people, have,
April 25,
Nattonal
Youth Service
Day, wasa
reflection of
the latter.
Organizations from all over
Wisconsin joined efforts to clean
up Mitcheil Park and the areas
surrounding the southeast side
of the city. .

Participants from the
Milwaukee Community Service
Corps and the Wisconsin
Conservation Corps led groups
of about 10 youths in the
assignment. About 400 people
from cight schools and eight
organizations participated.

Directed by an MCSC
membuer, we were told our
mission was “to get dirty” as we
cleaned the city and had fun
doing sv.

In our small groups, we each
tackled different areas — some
people worked on a graffiti
paint-over, while others
grabbed rakes, shovels and
brooms and began cleaning the -
streets. Each group workedina -
different area and picked up
garbage. It was an experience
¥'d personally do any day over

Josie Lauer
Milwaukee Pius Xt
High School

Jenny Schaaf cleans up a sidewalk on S. 27th St. near W. G

reenfield Ave. along with Roberto Sauvea,

' Youjgh Service Day was a real pick-me-up

(st

Shon Winstad and Floyd Shatekwa. They were participating in National Youth Service Day, where kids

get involved in dleaning up neighborhoods.

cleaning my room.

After thg few hours of
picking up, ail groups returned
to Mitchell Park where we met
for bag lunches and a chance to
talk to our friends or meet new

. The beautiful day added
to the pleasure of relaxing
outside after a morning of work.

After lunch, representatives
from the organizations received

certificates for being a part of
this day.

Next, we were entertained by
the choir and dancers from
Palmer Grade School. 'I}is "
talented group provided us wi
a glimpspgg} the future, which
looked pretty bright. Finally, we
were all commemorated for our
efforts in helping make
Milwaukee a better, cleaner

community.

All over the nation, people
united for a common cause, It’s
amazing what can be done
when we work together. The
satisfaction of knowing you
helped someone, pius the fun of
meeting people, made this a
memorable and valuable
experience for all who were a
part of it. :

Four honore
for saving far

Four volunteers from the
Milwaukee Community Se
Corps were recognized for
bravery by Mayor John O.
Norqurst during National
Service Day aclivifies.

Here’s why: Tyrone johs
Beauty Wadhington, Givom
Thomas and Mauritza Prad
had just finished communil
work on March 29 when the
noticed smoke coming from
home in Milwaukee. They
alerted the woman inside a;
he her rescue her nine

ildren from the burning
building.

The four young people,’
between the agesof 18 and .

*~. also are members of

AmeriCorps, a national
program in which students 1
complete 1,700 hours of
educational scholarships of
$4,725, said Joel Phnbrich.fo'
development coordinalor
service corps. He said they w
working on completing their
high school equivalencies.
“They'll either go to colleg;
or go to MATC or something
like that [with the scholacship
They’ve made a decision in th
lives to get out of poverty,
basically,” Haubrich said.

e e ]
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OPINI

Mail Tribune
The Mail Tribune offers e opinlon pages to slimulate
discussion and undsrstanding ol lasues impartant 19 our
communlity. Edilerlale in this celumn refiect the opinians of
the Mail Tribune.
Editorlal Board

Gregory H. Tayloe, Pupryner Robert L. Hunler, sche
Wm. H. Manny. Esmorat Editar Jehn N, Reid, Execurve Banor

Editorials

National service

Newt doesn't like federal
bureaucrats or volunteers

News item: “'1 am totally, unequivocally op-
posed to national service,' Gingrich says. ‘It is
coerced voluntarism ... It's gimmickry." "

— Newsweek, Jan. 23 edition

News item: "Heavy rains in western Jackson
County thus week have triggered soe evosion prob-
lems. ... A crew from the newly created AmeriCorps
national service program has been building ero
sion control structures in the burned area neur
Ramsey Road, north of Gn.’d Hill ... trying lo slow
r'unuﬂ' on barren htllmdes
: — Mail Tribune, Jan. 11

:,It‘s hard to know whether House Speaker

Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., is opposed to national

service programs in general, or because
‘AmeriCorps is the one of the few unambiguous
successes President Clinton can point to in his
first two years.
[ There are some criticisms to level at a pro-
gram of national service ~— one being that it's
hard to Mind enough money to make volunteers
:available everywhere they're needed. But the
‘notion of creating an analog to military scrvice
‘has been around for many years, supported by
‘politicians of all stripes.

CLINTON SHOULD welcome this Gingrich
assault as an Fporlunity to contrast what the
president rightly sees as a legitimate, creative
use of government with the kind of automatic,
anti-government slashing that Gingrich repre-
sents.

There are many things the federal govern-
ment does wrong, But creating opportunities for

young people to help their country while putting

asmall amount of money aside, usually to pay for
college, is not one of them.

The program does not coerce: States may par-
ticipate at their option, and young men and
women choose to apply. The list of applicants is
miles longer than the list of available slots.

THERE ARE 38 young men and women at a
work camp in the Applegate Ranger District this
winter, working in the woods as well as renovat:
ing structures and parks in Butte Falls and Pro-
spect,

So far, AmeriCorps is a success in America's
forests and urban areas. Newsweek found volun-
teers highly praised and working in such places
as homes for troubled children — the kinds of
charity homes that Gingrich envisions as substis
tutes for America's welfare mothers,

3 VL& P
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AmenCorps

:Keep Clinton crew active

- EDITORIAL

he hands-on spirit of President Bill Clinton's -
AmeriCorps enhances the State of the Union as
v&ell as mid-Michigan.

1 National service corps workers took their rightful
place in the audience for Clinton's State of the
Union address Tuesday night.

: Their work clearly demonstrates how state-feder-
al partnerships help revitalize communities. Their
labor helps pays off college loans.

: Last fall, Michigan’s first U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture AmeriCorps crew began helping farmers
cpntrol runoff to the Grand River. They identify po-
tential sources of groundwater pollution — a first
s;ep toward prevention.

; In all, AmeriCorps assigned 15 workers to assist
farmers in six watersheds protect their groundwa-
tqr Each put in 1,700 hours for a $12,000 living sti-
pend, education awards for college or vocational

ining, health insurance and a child-care

lowance.

» Watershed areas include the upper and lower
drand. Kalamazoo River, River Raisin, Black River,
Pine River and an area in Leelanau and Benzie
wunues that drains into Lake Michigan.

: AmeriCorps should be protected and preserved
regardless of changes in the Washington power
sfructure. A national service program connected to
cbllege loans remains a non-partisan priority.

i
{
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National Forest: A Winning Team!

AmeriCorps and the San
Bernardino National Forest
played host (0 Acling Socreiary
of Agriculture, Richard
Rominger, when he went (o the
Lyile Creck Ranger Station (wo
weeks ugo,

AmericaCorps on the San
Bernardino Nalional: Forest is
devoted o public lands and the
cnvironment and is 87 members
strong. The members come from
towns all over inland southern
Calilornia and work on projects
within and around their own
communitics, on various
agency's'public lands. .

The program is made up of
seven crews that do
gnvironmental projects; one
crew that docs more speciuhized
consiruction projects on Forest
.. [acilitics, and one crew thal goes
“to schools 1o praovide

environmental education
prescnlations. There arc also
two members thai sorve as
nawree inierprewators in the San
Bernardino National Forest's
Children’s Foresi in Running
Springs.

The cducalion crew has
members presenting  three
exisling programs 10
elementary schaol children: a
Smokey Bear fire prevention
program; onc on wilderness
survivul, called Hug-a-Tree; and
a program on habitat
interdependence called “Habitat
Means Home.” Eventually, the
nine members of the education
crew will develop their own
original presenlations 1o bring
conscrvalion messages (o their
1,700 rargeled classrooms,

Specilically, ‘the
environmental projects that
AincriCorps is involved in are:

* Ongoing construction of 2
native plunt interpretive site at
Lytle Creek Runger Station;

¥ A post-fire rehabilittion
project on the 12,000 acre Devil
Fire which burned in the forest
in July 1994, This project has
been completed;

* Graffin removal [rom & .

highly-used picnic area, This
project has been completed;

* Conslruclion and
mainienance of miles of rails

on the San Bernardino gnd
Cleveland National Foress,
Yucaipa Regional Park, Joshua

Tree Nationo! Park and portiong.
of the Pacific Crest
Bureau of Land Management
land;

* Rechabilitation of
overused recreation areas in
Joshua Troe National Purk as
well as the San Bernardino
Nutional Porest, and;

¢ Rebuilding picnic 1ables
for San Bernarding Nalional .
Forest campgrounds.

Members of the San
Bemardino National Forest's
AmeriCorps project are highly
motivated and many are in the
program just as much for the
oxporionce as they are for the
54,725 educational awurd at the
year's end. Many members want
1w become wildlife biologists,
engincers, hydrologists,
foreswers and lirelighters. They
are goiuing exposure to the kind
of work (hey arc interesied in ps
well as exposure o spectalists
In thosc ficlds.

rail.on .
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Crews
working
it out

AmeriCorps gives
job experience

By Lee Peterson
Daily Bulletin

LYTLE CREEK — They wanted to
work, and they got what they asked for.
After a few months of chopping,
clearing, shoveling and sculpting, the
arcel behind the Lytle Creek Ranger
tation is more than halfway toward
becoming a multihabitat nature trail,
thanks to a team of AmeriCorps
workers. )
The trail is edjl.:.st t‘iane Aoz‘r; lecvenl
projects assi to the eriCo
workers h.iregnby the San Bemardg:
National Forest last October. In addi-
tion to the trail, tasks performed by the

various crews have included restoration
of fire-scarred wild lands, hiking trail
maintenance and graffiti removal from
picnic tables. -

“It's hard work and it's somethjng I
enjoy,” said Barbara Hicks, a 26-
year-old Bloomington resident, who is
part of the nature trail crew.

Hicks, like many AmeriCorps work-
ers, joined the federally funded “domes-
tic Peace Corps” in its inaugural year in
order to gain work experience and earn
money toward education. The minimum
age for AmeriCorps members is 18, and
there is no maximum. The enlistees
serve for one year, with an option of
joining for one more year. The National
Forest’s crews average age is 26,

In return for a 14,725 educational
grant and $4.23 per hour, the workers
are reuiredtoputinwhounm
week, show up on time and put in a
day’s labor, said Jessie McIntire, a For-

est Service AmeriCorps team
supervisor,
ar Jackson of Rialto said he joined

the National Forest's AmeriCorps
because he wanted to get more experi-
ence in forestry, as a possible career.
After almost three months in the cor&l.
the 22-year-old said he’s getting the
variety of experience that will help him
decide exactly what career to pursue.
Shannon McCallum of San Bernar-
dino is also part of the nature trail

‘Bee AMERICORPS/B2

AmeriCorpsiom B

crew. “Tm looking forward to
seeing it in five to six years
down the road when everything
grows in.”
" McCallum is also thinking
about “re-enlisting” in Ameri-
Corps next year, after this pro-
gram is completed in
September.
. But members of the Republi-
can majority in Congress have
mentioned AmeriCorps as a pos-
sible target of funding cuts.
¢ On a visit to Lytle Creek Fri-
day, Richard Rominger, the act-
ing secretary of Agriculture,
was optimistic about the con-
tinuing federal support for Ame-
riCorps, which employs about
20,000 people nationwide.
“There are people who think
it costs too much money, but it
has bipartisan support in

Congress and it's a high priority
for the president,” Rominger
said.

While there's plenty of sweaty
heavy labor to do in the
National Forest, AmeriCorps
workers have been assigned to a
variety of federal agencies and
do a wide variety of work.

The Inland Empire West
Resource Conservation District
has four AmeriCorps workers,
who are serving in a variety of
consulting, surveying and edu-
cational roles.

Administered through the
U.S. Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, the workers are
helping dairies create manure
management plans, educating
the public on resource conserva-
tion and consulting on various
environmental projects,

Jami Fisher, a Cal Poly
Pomona landscape irrigation sci-
ence major, is going to school on
a limited basis t.gu academic
year in order to make time for
AmeriCorps.

By wo:ﬁi.ng for the Resource
Conservation District, she said
she's getting real-world experi-
ence in designing irrigation and
consulting on other projects.
That experience will help when
she starts looking for a job upon
graduation in 1996.

“It's not just soing out carry-
ing tools and doing the hard
grunt work,” Fisher said.

The district's other Ameri-
Corps members include two Cal
Po? civil engineering students
and a Cal State San Bernardino
environmental studies and geog-
raphy major.



THE DESERT SUN, SAN BERNADINO, CALIFORNIA, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1995
Education

Slearing a path to success

—
o

ohn Soto (foreground) of indio and Patrina Olvera of
)esert Hot Springs cut and clear a portivi: of the
acific Crest Trail recently as part of an AmeriCorps

project. The workers provide community service in
exchange for minimum wage and funds to apply
toward their education.

AmeriCorps provides paychecks, pn'dé

3y PAUL R. HUARD
‘he Desert Sun

Karen Perry stretched her
rms wide, gesturing at the
nountains around her as she
tood on the wilderness trail she
ielped repair.

“This is my office,” the 26-
rear-old Riverside woman said.
‘I can’t tell you how proud I am
f the work I do.”

Perry was one of 18 crew
nembers in the regional Ameri-
orps program who recently
1elped clear and repair a section

BACKGROUND: When, why
AmeriCorps was started/AS

of the Pacific Crest Trail in the
San Bernardino Mountains above
Whitewater.

AmeriCorps, a national service
program, was signed into law by
President Clinton in 1993. As a
trade-off for a year’s worth of
labor, participants receive mon-
ey for college.

Clinton said the program, with
20,000 people enrolled nation-

wide, is his proudest achieve-
ment. But it has come under fire
from a Republican-controlled
Congress looking for ways to trim
federal spending.

Last month, House Speaker
Newt Gingrich called the pro-

gram ‘“coerced volunteerism,”
“gimmickry” and waste of
money.

Republican Congressman Son-
ny Bono said he didn’t know
enough about AmeriCorps to ad-

vocate it being cut, but he said the
See CORPS/AS




corps

Continued from A1l

$1.5 billion allocated over three
years would make many of his
colleagues take a hard look at the
program.

“It's apparent there will be a lot
of sacrifices required in the future.
Then the question becomes, ‘Where
are the priorities?’ " he zaid. "If it's
just giving away a billion-and-a-
half. then I think it's going to be a
big problem from the get.go.”

To many people enrolled in
AmeriCorps of the San Bernardino
National Forest — a regional pro-
gram for Riverside, San Bernardi-
no and Los Angeles counties — the
program has become a means to a
better life.

Angie Savio of Palm Springs
worked alongside Perry, hauling
rocks into a drainage ditch they
built to keep the trail from eroding.

A few months ago. friends ques-
tioned Savio's sanity when she told
them she would be working in the
wilderness.

“Now I can use a chainsaw,” said
the 20-year-old member of Crew
13. based at the Palm Springs
Bureau of Land Management of-

fice. “Nobody tells me I can 't do or

learn anytl'ung s

Although many might consider this
opportunity for public service the
equivalent of hard labor, the Ameri-
Corps members said the program is
doing more for young people than the
jobs they probably otherwise would
get in fast-food restaurants.

“I could be clearing tables,” said

27-year-old Eve Komenchuck of
Indio. “Instead, I'll be clearing
:brush. Which job do you think is
going to teach me more?”
. Called “the domestic Peace
Corps” by its supporters, Ameri-
.Corps employs 86 people from Riv-
erside and San Bernardino counties
— including five from the Coachel-
ta Valley. Participants repair hik-
Ing trails, remove graffiti from
picnic sites in the San Bernardino
National Forest and plant trees on
fire-scarred mountains.

In return, they receive minimum
wage and a $4.725 award that can
be used for college tuition or to
rep .y an existing student loan.
They can work in the program a
maximum of two years.

Clinton has vowed to fight the
Republicans if they attempt to cut
the $500 million budgeted for
AmeriCorps in 1995.

“We need to keep talking about
how good the program 1s and get

ROAD TO SUCCESS: AmeriCorps wor«ers eam
money for school by clearing a narrow, winding

For Information

AmerCorps of the San Ber-
nardino National Forest:
(909) 794-6198.

Corporation for Natlonal and
Communhty Service: 1100 Ver-
mont Ave. N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20525, (202) 606-5000.

Recrultment: This spring, Amen-
Corps will recruit in high schools
and community colleges through-
out Riverside, San Bemardino
and Los Angeles counties.

Applications: Accepted begin-
ning in June. Next service year
begins in August.

To participate: Candidates
must complete an application,
orientation and interview. Mem-
bers are chosen based on "‘a
true desire to go on to school,"”
Director Randy Scurry said.

people to help us get the message
out,” Clinton said before leaving
Palm Springs this week.

At least one AmeriCorps

Local projects:

_ Repainng walking trails in the Big . When you're young. you don’t

Morongo Canyon Preserve; re-
moving brush and trees near
Idyliwild; rebuilding trails to resist
erosion in Joshua Tree National
Park.

member said the program already
helped him choose a career. John
Soto of Indio rose to the position of
crew boss since he joined Ameri-
Corps in October.

Desert Sun photo by Andy Gomperz
section of the Pacific Crest Trail. The program has
enrolied 20,000 since it began in 1994,

Soto, 29, said he wants to be a
firefighter, a job he learned to admire
while working in AmeriCorps.

lcok to the future,” Soto said. “I

‘aeed to provide for my family. ]

think I've found a way.”



Americorps leam researches
resource management plans

Qy_ SQOTI' NIENDORF
Stafl wriler

People could say the Ameri-
corps program is President
Bili Clinton’s domestic Peace
Corps.

Taking a page from the
international program, Clin-
ton has geared up the Ameri-
corps program to provide
opportunities to give people a
way to give back to their
communities.

In the four-corners region of
the western United States,
there are approximately 40
Americorps members working
together in different capaci-
ties to efficicntly develop or
protect the area’s resources.

Six individuals in Utah are
under the direction of Kresha
Eastman of Green River, who
oversees the Americorps prog-
ram through her position with
Castleland Resource Conser-
vation & Development in
Price.

Three Americorps members
work out of Monticello and
three work out of Price. They
receive a stipend for living
expenses and a voucher at the
end of their service, good for
continuing higher education
studies or to help pay off stu-
dent loans.

Locally, the three people
working for Americorps are
well-educated in a variety of
backgrounds.

Nancy Steele, Helper, com-
es Lo the Carbon County area
from Florida via Colorado.
She collects economic
development-related informa-
tion and assists the South-
eastern Utah Association of
Local Governments with
information related to com-
munity development block
grants.

Anna Prawl came from Tuc-
son, Ariz., and wanted to work
in the Price area for Ameri-
corps after living in Sait Lake
at one time. She works with
economic development prog-
rams to research potential
business expansion and reten-
tion in a rural setting plus
seeks possible training for
entrepreneurs.

Eldon Miller, Helper, is the
only native to the region. He
does research on natural
resources indigeonous to the
area and the local economies
dependent on them, providing
important data in layman's
terms on agriculture, mining
and tourism for potential
decision-making on how to
utilize those resources.

The group is located here to

hopefully enhance and com-
plement existing organiza-
tions to provide valuable
information on resource man-
agement. Miller has a mas-
ter's degree in conservation
and outdoor education. Prawl
has a master’s in social work
and Steele brings a degree in
anthropalogy to the team.

Eastman said their variety
of perspectives will help to add
adifferent, less-technical view
of resources and their impact
on local communities.

The program geared up in
September and the team
members should be working
at full speed in early 1995.

One of the valuable
research goals the Americorps
members would like to accom-
plish is to study resource man-
agement plans of various local
entities, from cities to county
agencies, to understand and
explain their management
plans and how they all
interrelate— secking to find
common goals.

Eastman said they will also
work with city managers to
help identify issues and pro-
jects which could benefit the
people at large. “This is a won-
derful opportunity for our
communities,” she said.

From left, Eldon Miller, Nancy Steele, Anna

SUN ADVOCATE, PRICE, UTAH, DECFMBICR 27, 1994

Prawl| and Kresha Eastman (front) comprise a
team of researchers working locally in the

national Amaricorps program fo promote the
inlerests of the lour-corners region.
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By Andrew Schotz

ALTAMONT — It's almost as
if Altamont Fair officials have
scooped up all the venues, put
them in a cup, like dice, and,
after a few shakes, tossed.

But that would suggest ran-
domness, and the opposite is
true. The new layout makes
more sense. Cattle with cattle,
agriculture with agriculture.

It was an idea that came from
the ashes. “It started when the
grandstand burned down,” said
Altamont Fair manager Reid
Northrup, recalling the sad
November night.

The goal was to find new
homes for 25 commercial booths
that had always been under the
wooden seats, “We came up
with the idea to move the poultry
to the 4-H barn and move the 4-
H cattle to the big cattle barn.
We played musical barns,”
Northrup said.

Naturally, other dominoes
toppled. To find the vegetables,
the show ring, even the racing
pigs, you can't rely on memory
anymore.

For some, the uncertainty
was laden with anxiety.

Butch Rossitto of Connecticut
has had his food vending booth
at the fair for over 50 years. His
daughter Nora explained that
the fairs she has been to — the
last 44 of them — were almost
evenly split: the first 21 times
the booth was on the midway,
the last 23 years it's been at a
corner by Gate 2.

Hearing that they were being
relocated made the Rossitto
family a little nervous, but
Monday morning they learned
of their new home: diagonally
across from the horse ring.

Wherever it had been, Nora

Tre Enterort

Bobsled coach,
author steers
fair in a new
direction

After fire,
the fair sets
new priorities

Prime Time
center offers
seniors comfort

Demolition Derbies will be held twice this year at the Altamont Fair — at 7:15 p.m. Tuesday, and at
7 p.m. Sunday, the last day of the fair. Fans of auto action can also see two runnings of the Joie Chitwood
Auto Thrill Show, at 2:15 and 8:15 p.m. Monday.

said, hungry people would have
found their long hotdogs, Ital-
ian sausage, and steak sand-
wiches. “You build up a clien-
tele...,” she said. “We have seen
children have children.”
Consult the map

The new layout will take some
getting used to and will probably
require, for most, several
glances at the free maps that
will be given out at the en-
trances. But exhibitors and or-
ganizers contacted this week
said the new arrangement is
smart.

“It's the biggest change we've
had in a long time,” said Dave
Hillmann, 4-H program leader
for Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion of Albany County.

Except for cattle, all 4-H ex-
hibitors will be in one building
this year, in what used to be the
country store. Where the 4-H
used to be is now the arts and
erafts building. The loss of
space — maybe 50 to 75 feet — is
negligible. Both buildings are at
Gale 1.

The 4-H consolidation “will
present a unified exhibit,” Hill-
mann said. It will provide better
viewing of and contact with the
animals, and will be safer, he
said. And, “it will help from the
staff and volunteer standpoint,”
he said.

With 400 to 450 exhibitors last

year, the new design took some
thought. “It hasn't been sim-
ple.... We started in February,”
Hillmann said, explaining how
volunteers from Albany, Schen-
ectady, and Greene counties
devised a new plan.

“There’s a better chance for
people to see everything,” said
Hillmann.

“Part of the anxiety is probably
the fact that people deal with
change in different areas. It's
much easier to stay the same,
but we need to create a different
thing to make people excited
again.”

There may be some excite-
ment in the open class building,
where, if you will, the poultry
have driven the 4-H cattle.

As Charles Preska of Delmar,
the cattle superintendent, ex-
plained, “Everything is turned...
People are walking in front of
the animals, not behind. Ninely-
nine percent of the people are
not agriculturally-minded. They
are interested in petting the
head, not seeing the udders.”

Preska said the 4-H addition
will mean about 40 more cattle
added to the open group of be-
tween 150 and 175. Two outside
areas will each accommodate
about 30 to 40 cattle, he said.

“This is something 1 wanted
to do for a long time but it
wasn't feasible,” Preska said

“The way we have it now,
there's vetter ventilation, more
air movement. We eliminated
some solid walls.”

“Last year, " he said, “we had
a lot of trouble with the heat. We
brought in some fans.”

Preskatis hopeful that even
more people will wander in to

see the more attractive end of

the livestock. A judging ring
right on the roadway will help.
“We had been hidden by some
concessions. People would walk
by, and unless they stopped and
looked, they wouldn't know we
were there,” Preska said.

Tom Della Rocco likes how the
new layout has rounded up the
agriculture in one spot. “There
is no downside. A lot more peo-
ple will visit... We will get a lot
more exposure,” he said.

Where the vegetables had al-
ways been will now be used for
commercial exhibits. Northrup
anid the vépetables have moved
to a tent right in front of the fair
office.

Della Roceo, the countly execua-
tive director for the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture Farm Service Agency, es-

timated an increase in space of

about 50 percent. “We were just
about maxed out....,” he said.
“(Now) we can do a little more
with displays.”

One of those will be on the

USDA Farm Service Rg(-ncys
AmeriCorps community service
program. Volunteers work in
the United States, he said, for
minimum wage plus a $1,000
stipend for education. Four peo-
ple from Saratoga and Albany
are involved in the program,
which has gleaned 20,000
pounds of food in the region for

22 homeless shelters, Della
Rocco said.
Dick’s chicks

If you're worried that too
much has moved around too
fast, there's at least one land-
mark you can seek. Dick Lan-
genbach of Altamont, in his
59th year at the fair, promised
that his baby chicks will be
hatching, an exhibit that has
gone on the last 25 years or so.

But to see this annual rite of
nature, remember that it's now
in what was the 4-H barn.

Northrup said that Langen-
bach was among the reluctant
upon hearing about the new
plans. But any doubts Langen-
bach had were seemingly
erased by this week.

Having just returned from
hanging streamers, he spoke
enthusiastically about the new
set-up, which will have cages
two high instead of three high.
“There are built-in duck and
turkey cages,” he pointed out.
“Before, they were outside the
building.”

Anyone coming to see the
1,200 chickens, 75 to 80 geese,
and 75 to B0 ducks, as well as
the special place set aside for
pheasants and guinea hens,
will be pleased, Langenbach
said. “It's completely differ-
ent.... They will be surprised
and they'll like it a lot better. It
will be a great improvement.”

The new plans for the cattle
barn meant eviction for the Al-
bany County Sheriffs Depart-
ment. Deputies will now share
quarters with troopers in what
becomes the police building. The
state attorney general's office
also has a booth there.

Sgt. Christopher Mollard of
the State Police in Guilderland
anid Lthe split  between the lnw
enforcement agencies will be
about half and half,

The State Police have typically
brought a ear to show, either a
Camaro, a Mustang, or the an-
tique patrol car. This year the
police will likely have both a car

- a new Ford Grand Marquis
— and a new feature: a rollover
simulator that spins a crash

(Continued on Page 6)
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Sunflower County Site Of Summer Food Program ! CX?

SUNFLOWER, Miss. (AP) Several state and federal agencies have spearheaded a
campaign to feed the hungry in underprivileged regions of the Delta, U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman says.

Sunflower County was chosen alcng with six other counties nationwide to participate
in the ~“Summer of Gleaning'' program, Glickman said during a visit to the Mississippi

Delta last week. Glickman said millions of pounds of perfectly good food is thrown
away every day.
“"I'd rather see that food put in pecple's mouths than tossed in the dumpster,'' he

said. ~"Hopefully the community will be able to supplement this program with others.'
Hundreds flooded downtown Sunflower on Friday to receive a porticn of the 5,000
pounds of dry and canned goods being
distributed. The food included everything from watermelons to rice. USDA AmeriCorps
members like LaDonna James, who wrote the grant for Sunflower County and helped to
coordinate the event, said members are pleased to see the federal government support the
first-ever ~“National Week of Food Recovery.''
““Everybody in the community will benefit from the project, although it's targeted
at the elderly and low-income.'' James said.
More than 100,000 pounds of excess food products have been gleaned over the summer
with the help of farmers and merchants, said Roger Robinson, an MDEZA AmeriCorps member.
Betty Oliver, state coordinator for USDA AmeriCorps/Rural Development, said the
12-week program started July 31, and “"I'm hoping the community will help to sustain
it.'' She said more than 200 families will benefit from the gleaning program.

Rosie Binder, 65, of Sunflower, said she is on Social Security and can only stretch
her monthly check so far.

"I don't even qualify for food stamps, and when I pay my bills I ain't got nothing
for food,'' she said. ~“"So this is the best thing that could have happened for me.''

Other organizations that helped to co-sponsor the event are the Mississippi Food
Network, Eubanks Farms and Lewis Grocery of Indianola.
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Of the 46 teams as-
signed to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture
(USDA) under the
AmeriCorps program,
South Carolina is host-
ing three.

AmeriCorps is the
new service initiative
described by President
Clinton in his inaugural
address and put into
\ nperauonshorﬂythere- .
after.:%; o
Sponsored by gov-» ;
ernment agencies,
AmeriCorps  provide:
opportugities for a di- -

AmenCorps. makmg a difference

and communication enhancement.

USDA

Overall, there are more than 20,000
AmeriCorps volunteers in this service initia-
tive designed to address the.nation’s needs™"
in_the areas of education, human service,
public safety and environmental needs from
‘a community perspective.

The United States Department of Agri-
culture received almost half of the 2,500
AmeriCorps slots awarded to federal agen-

+ cies, Of these, the 40 members assigned to
South Carolina are carrying out their as-
signed task. _

USDA was set up by Congress as a
“people’s department to acquire among the

verse group of members’
from varied ages and
backgrounds to serve
their country while receiving educational
awards and vocational training in return.

i&meﬁcoml volunteers John E. Morgan, NI, and Karen Kinard
test livestock lagoon waste water. |

- Mostly college and professional. school

In exchange for their year of service, the : _
. matched with the needs of the rural commu- | agency
tional awards for college or vocational train- !

participants receive a living stipend, educa-

ing, basic health insurance, and, in some
cases, child-care allowances. The program
also benefits the participants by giving them
lasting skills, experiences and training in'a
diversity of subjeets.

Of the three teams serving in South Caro-
lina, the Rural Economic and Community
Development Service (RECD) was granted

15 members to concentrate on the south- :

western Lowcountry of the state. U.S. Forest
Service (USFS) received five and Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
received 20.

Based in Greenwood and Newberry, the

NRCS put its first group to work on public
safety and community development. They '

spent six weeks on a road inventory in

Edgefield County, creating a spreadsheet |

database of data that supplemented an up-
dated road map of the county.

The second Greenwood group spent four
weeks on a stream coding project to upgrade
the state’s ability to gather information about
the quality of streams, rivers and lakes.

Another group conducted a grassland sur-
vey in Abbeville County, while afinal group
visited 16 farms to conduct water-quality
surveys in Newberry County.

The RECD teams are concentrating their
services on the southwestern Lowcountry,
while the USFS members are centering on
Williamsburg County.

Qualifications

Education backgrounds vary for the
AmeriCorps team members who are either

22

_ people of the United States useful informa-
. tion on subjects connected with agriculture
.. and to procure, propagate and distribute
i among the people new and valuable seeds
and plants.”
Ruralelectrification was initially set up as
apart of the USDA, and continues under that

from the project areas or nearby counties.

graduates, the members” expertise is

nity they serve.

The teams work to empower communi-
ties to help'themselves by developing local
leadership needed .to. assure community
planning activities that help-them reach
their goals.

These volunteers learn skills in commu-
nity and coalition building, strategic plan-
ning, environmental protection strategies

“The USDA of today is leading the effort
to bring the AmeriCorps service program to
success,” said Mark Berkland, South Caro-
lina State Conservationist with the USDA,

“The USDA-AmeriCorps members will
help to plant seeds throughout America fora
future built upon volunteerism and commu-
nity service,” he continued. [ From material
gathered by Angi Paulus.]®
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Group tracing pioneer paths

“Our maln goal Is historical

By Wiliam Saunders '
Staff Writer

Several groups are working to make U.S. 25E and
U.S. 11W ioto a lonrist atiraction for Tennessee.

The Teanessee Wildemess Road will trace historic
pioncer paths that follow the cunrent routes, as well as
highlighting area food, lodging and entertainment sites.

“We have a Jot of families that came through here
years ago when the area was being founded, and now
people come through here looking to trace their rools,”
said Mary Russell, Clinch-Powe csour
Conservation and Development (RC&TY - Americorps.

The road begins al Elizabethiown;
Rogersville and ends at Cumberland Gap. “We're plan-
ning a map of the Wildemess Road with historical sites
on it, as well as food, lodging and a range of other
ilems,” she added. The map is scheduled to go to print
June 1.

The goal of the road, she said, is to highlight the his-
torical significance of the area, as well as 10 bring in
tourism,

“Our main goal is historical prescrvation,” she said.
“We've been writing grants to preserve different sites
along the road. Also, the road will bring visilors to the
area with appreciation of the historical areas of
Tennessee, including but not limited to Daniel Boone.”

“The main trail will attract visitors here initially, and
ofﬁbooufmmcmlwm;ﬁmhﬂomm;
counties,” said Lindy Turner, Clinch-Powell RC&D.

- preservation. We've been writing
grants to preserve different sites
along the road. Also; the road will
bring visitors to the area with
appreclation of the historical areas
of Tennesses, lncludlng but not Im-
" Ited to Danlel Boone, ”

—Mary Russell

Area counties that would be directly affected by the
Tennessee Wilderness Road will be Claiborne,
Hawkins and Grainger.

Tberoadmgrmmabmlthmgh the combined
efforts of Clinch-Powell RC&D, Northeast Tennessce
Tourism Council, First Tennessee Development District
and Middle East Tennessee Tourism Council,

Russell said the program was based on similar roads
in Virginia and Kentucky, such as the Danicl Boone
Heritage Trail in Kentucky. Such roads have been
proven 10 help boost economies in the communities
through which they pass.

Road signs marking the trail are not in place, but
Ruossell said they will be posted at a later date.
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AmeriCorps in

AZTEC - Four AmeriCorps work-
ers have set up shop in the Natural
Resources Conservation and Develop-
ment office in Aztec, N.M., while nine
more are working with the Council of
the San Juan Resource Conservation
and Development in Southwest Colo-
rado.

AmeriCorps engages diverse
groups of Americans in performing
service to meet human, environmen-
twublic safety, and educational

s in return for vouchers for edu-
cation, vocational training, or loan re-
payment. .

The Department of Agriculture is
running three types of meriCorrs
teams — an anti-hunger team, a public
lands and environmental team, and a
rural development team. There are
1200 workers in the various programs
at42 urban and rural sites nationwide.

The Aztec contingent is made up
of Ana Gomes, a natural resource spe-
cialist from central valley California
specializing in environmental anthro-
pology; Erick Aune, a natural resource
specialist from Detroit specializing in
natural resource development; Laura
Horochowski, an education informa-
tion specialist from Missouri special-
izing in fine arts.They will be focusing
on San Juan, McKinley and Cibola
counties. Anothe Americorp member,

Four Corners

Shantel Farnsworth, is working for
Rural Economic and Community De-
velopment, formerly known as the
Farmers Home Administration.

Nine AmeriCorps members are
working with the San Juan Resource
Conservation and Development, the
USDA Forest Service, Region 9 Eco-
nomic Development District of South-
west Colorado, the Southern Ute Tribe,
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and the
San Juan Forum.

Region 9 is up-dating its Overall
Economic Development Plan. One
worker, Amy Callard, a graduate of
Colorado State University with a mas-
ters degree in business administration
and an undergraduate degree from
Fort Lewis College, is up-dating data
through information gathered from the
Colorado Census Bureau, the National
Census Bureau, the state office of the
Division of Local Governments,
County Clerks and Chamber of
Commerces.

The information will be offered to
the public in written form, and through
the San Juan Basin’s new telecommu-
nications information system, SCAN,
the Southwest Colorado Access Net-
work, 259-9350. The information is
accessed by a computer with modem
and a telephone line. -
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Spike Camping & Other Thrills on the Olympic Peninsula

Amer1Corps. Getting Things Done

By Cherie Ude * Photos by Erik Kvilaas

Welcome to the first year of AmeriCorps, a federally-
funded program designed to help our communities and
environment through “national service” (& a the Peace

Corps). This gives a chance for young people to give (and
receive) education and job skills, while developing a sense
of pride in the nation in which we live. For the pubhc. this
means upgraded
campgrounds and trails that
conform with the American ¢/
Disabilities Act, an improved g
logging economy through
pruning trees for selective ”
lumbering, preservation of '
old growth and endangered
species with projects like
habitat surveys, and building
and installing bird and bat
boxes. It’s a program from
which all of us benefit —
environmentalists and loggers, hikers and fishers, Forest
Service and the volunteers of AmeriCorps. The program is
nationwide; more than 22,000 people are involved in
programs set up across the US, doing work in a variety of
fields: environmental, public safety, education, and human
services. The AmeriCorps motto is “getting things done”
— and that’s exactly what we’re doing!

am one of the many thousands of guinea

pigs in this new program. [ first became

aware of AmeriCorps from a newspaper
ad looking for people interested in environ-
menal issues and willing to work out of Port
Townsend. My interest quickly aroused, 1
called and soon received information and an
application.

The Olympic Peninsula program (oper-
ated by the Oregon-based Northwest Youth
Corps, contracting under the AmeriCorps
umbrella), offered housing at the Fort Worden
State Park, asmall living stpend, and a college
award of $4,725 after 1,812 hours of service
— about ten months. It all sounded oo good
to be true: Port Townsend was dose to my
home on Whidbey Island; I enjoy working
outside and have always been concerned about
the environment; I needed a job because I'd
been traveling for an extended period, and |
haven't been to college, so the education
award was appealing,

After sending in the extensive application
and enjoying a positive preliminary phone
interview, my next month was spent hovering
expectandy over the phone. As time dragged
on, though, I became convinced | hadn't
gotten the job; [ spent my hours pestering and
complaining incessantly to my parents. Imag-
inc their relief when, two weeks before the
job's starting date, the call came asking me to
report to Fort Worden on November 1. The
call was followed by a brief note, describing
what to bring and where to go on the first day.
My next two weeks were spent frantically
packing, re-packing, and running around
buying new things (a new job means it’s time

to shop, right?).

THE ISLAND INDEPENDENT, OLYMPIC PENINSULA, WASHINGTON STATE
MARCH 2, 1995

The day finally came when I took the ferry
over to Port Townsend t begin our first two
weeks of orientation. [ sdll believe thar first
impressions are important, but I no longer
believe they'realways acourate. The AmeriCorps
volunteers that showed up that day were so
diverse.lhadmydoubtsastowhcdlumyof
us had anythingin common. There were huge,
intimidating people and petit people who
looked like a gust of wind would blow them
over; there were shaved heads and hair to the
waist, loud, high-energy people and quiet mice
in the comer. How could we really expeat 10
work and live together?

We were taken up toone of Fort Worden's
old houses, where all 40 of us were to live.
Perhaps predictably, some of our first lessons
were in conflict resolution and space manage-
ment. We had to figure out special hours for
the hackey-sack players to do their thing
without disturbing the readers and sleepers
downstairs; quiet hours in the evenings were,
and sometimes still are, 2 major source of
conflict. Keeping the kitchen and the com-
mon rooms clean, too, was a problem at first.

Orientation was a good time for us to
scope out potential problems and get them
solved. We had many workshops on func-
tioning together as a team, developing leader-
ship skills, and maintaining equality — les-
sons that help a diverse group live and work
together efficiendy. We also played a lot of
“get to know cach other” games; we took
several field trips — exploring Port Townsend
and Fort Worden, traveling to nearby ranger
stations, doing trash cleanups, and taking a
couple hikes to learn about old-growth forests

and resident animals. Our first two weeks






~NORTHERN WATCH, THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA, FEBRUARY 11, 1995

AmeriCorps:
will help at
Winter Shows

* AmeriCorps National Services
Organization enrollees will work
with the Red River Valley Winter
Shows at Crookston during the
Winter Shows February 17 - 20,
AmeriCorps members, wearing var--
ious symbals of their national ser-
vice program, hope 10’ provide nesd-
ed help to ensure that events run
smoothly.

In addmon to helping out the Red
Rlver Valley Shows organization,
AmeriCorps will have booth spacs
exhibiting AmeriCorps information_
and descniptions of the projects cur-
rently in progress in northwest
Minnesota. These include the
Conservation Outreach t sta-
tioned out of Warren, Crookston.
Red Lake Falls, McIntosh and Twin
Valley: the A zReau!ion Trail

t out of Thief River Falls and
go{ec Valley: and the Ag-Waste
project out of ThiefRiver Falls. -

AmeriCorps will give a short pre-
'sentation at the Education (Emu)
Seminar located in the educational
Area on Sunday, February 19 at
11:30 a.m, dnrin; lhe Wmter
Shows. - " s

If interested in Iearnmg morc
about AmeriCorps and what mem-
bers are doing in this area or find
out how to help out with one of the
g:;je*ls ﬂDEV'by the AmeriCorps

th at the Winter Shows, coatact
the local Natural Resonrces Con-
servation Service (formerly Soil
Conservation Service) office to get
furthar information.
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WESTLAKE

Community Garden
Tries to Take Root

Along the surewch of Buriingwn
Avenue between 3rd and 6th
slreels. young men weanng pagers
loiter wariy on the sidewalk. Lherr
eyes darung {rom side o sice as
they boldly approach slow-meving
~ars with whusoerea cffers ¢ rar-
£0UCsS

People who Uve there sav that
zanes control ‘he sireel. and theiwr
sower 5 evicert :n the graifiu
covering almcsl every ow.ding,
‘ence and wall

nt! recenuy, a trash-filled va-
~ant lot jus: sov:h of iiny Marv:ana
Avenue served as a hup ‘or the
=eighborhooc's nlicit activities.
from drug transacuons and con-
sumpticn to orosutyuon.

But litde by Ltle. a group of
incal residents is wresung control
of the lot from Lhe sireet s rovgher
siaments. And aS 500N as (hey can
Zet a fence putn. they plan to turn
11e nexghbornood’s mest blighted
fpol INto s brighlest—a commu-
ruly garden and playground

We're hoping we can create a
safe place for kigs. away from all
the drugs anc gangs,” sad Mana. &
neighbor who preferred not w sve
ner iast pame. A nauve of Guate-
mala. she raisea her (wo chuldren—
now coilege graduates—in an
aparument next o the future gar-
aen, which she has volunteered 10
Lelp maintain,

“When my children were grow-
ing up. they didn't have 10 deal
with all this.” she said. “But it's
more dangerous for kids these
days. We want them tw have
3 Sy .-H:‘ R 0 e :hal
even if they have to see the gangs
and the drug acuwvity, they don't
naveto parucipate.”

LY :"-‘:'L,- T Mgt

MEL MELCOON / Fot The Tum
Nola Marie Mott, second from left, and Came Johnston, center, are
among those invoived In creating community garden and playground.

c'nm\MTfJMa)_
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I'ne ot on which the garden is
slowly taking shave was once the
site of a home where an elderly
couple lived and cared for neigh-
borhood children, including Mar-
fa’'s. But the house burned down
more than a decade ago, and the ot
has been vacant since.

Last spring, the lot's cwners,
who live out of town but were ured
of receiving complaints about go-
1ngs-on at the site, contacted Ram.
part Division police about offering

maintain it.

“We're planning to have 25
plats, a communal shade area with
picruc tabies, a composung area
and a play area,” said David Ceas-
er, a volunteer heiping the group.

Expenienced in volunteer work,
Ceaser and his pgirlfrniend Carme
Johnston nave helped the garden
group acquire cdonauons of labor
and matenals. So far. they have
made contact with the Los Angeles
Conservation Corps. which donat-
ed the ree and have agreed to ull
the land once the area 1s fenced in.
Ceaser said.

NO.S54 POB2-824

We wouldn't want to see the tree
chopped down, or the kds' mural
defaced.”

Although the group realizes that
a fence won't guarantee peace
between gangsters and gardeners.
they are hopeful that once the
fence is up, the mural is complete
and the garden is under way,
gangbangers will have a little more
respect for their efforts and let
their work stand.

Information: David Ceaser at
(213) 722-7323: Nola Marie Mott at
(213) 736-4512.

the property for commuruty use. g P . ERESTEIN
sad };?1’: Marie Mott. a neighoor Finding someore to donate 3 LESLES TEN
#ho is also a member of More .€NCeremains an obstacle to really
Advocates for Safe Homes in Los  £ethng Lhe garcen started. he sad.
L }\ Tlmgﬁ Angeles. a Westlake-based com- Afraid that .IOCHJ ruffians will de-
munity improvement group. $'pr? the fruts of thew labor.
Mott's group had been involved neighbors have peen reluctant to
/ b3) / w / f??' " in an unsuccessful attempt last Degwn planting without one.
vear to acquire a lot at 6th Street Already. gang members have
and Shatto Place for a communuty  tagged an incompiete mural on the
garden. Rampart peliceman David  retaiung wall at the rear of the
Bachman, aware of the group's Property that was begun by neigh-
‘ailed effort. mentioned the new lot  borhood chidren the day of the
10 them, she sad. iree-planting ceremony. However.
Joined by several other locai the group coes not plan to paint out
remidents, Mott's group managed to  the graifiti untl a fence s in.
regotiate a deal with the cwmers to “Right now. we're trying not o
‘eascthe property on a yearlv basis  antagonize the gangs,” Moll sad
for S1 a month. providec they “They own the sireel. we don'L
Do, ) /. _
WESTLAKE £, 2, 7/7ES
———— ES
i - Rlla/9e
Conmmunity Garden

Ready for Planting

After almost fowr months of
ﬁ;e::rauon by neighbors and voi-
TS, a2 community garde
ready for planting, . ol

A kickoff ceremony will be heid
today from 10 am. w1 p.m. at the
Burlington Avenue Community
Garden on Burlington Just south of

Maryland Avenue. The arden
Lt onL #_)- SPoris new piumbing and 1e§d-fm
topacnl as well as a donated fence
Mﬂ- with a locking gate. .
‘ ‘.g/‘:’- Residenmwha\mhmpmm

. flowers and vegewables or vojun-
teer w help others must bring their
gardemng tools. Some equipment
will be provided. as well as seeds,
compost and plants,

Children and. adults from the
neighborhood may also participate
in the completion of 3 mura) along
the back wall of the garden. Paint
zn? l;rushu mlllEe available,

nformation: David
1213) 721-0161. A
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Ameria Adair, left, an Oakridge neighborhood resi-
dent, and AmeriCorps volunteer LeRon Leist

CiTY/SUBURBS

BOB NANDELL/THE REGISTER
team up to paint a railing as part of National Day
of Service observances Tuesday.

National Day of Service draws
hundreds willing to aid others

BY MARY HILL

REGISTER STAFF WRITER

An army converged on the Oak-
ridge neighborhood in Des Moines on
Tuesday.

This army, though, was not there
to destroy but to build as part of the
National Day of Service. Their
weapons were paintbrushes, work
gloves, shovels and strong backs.

The 200 volunteers were doing the
work that the dozen regular mainte-
nance employees at the complex
might not have been able to do in a
month of Sundays.

A light rain fell on the volunteers
as Gov. Terry Branstad offered his
gratitude to the workers for donat-
ing their time.

“I see good things that come from
(volunteering),” Branstad said. “I'm
a strong believer in volunteerism.
Every year I recognize strong volun-
teers. We want to do whatever we
can to support (this effort).”

Residents in the 300-unit housing
project worked side-by-side with col-
lege students and with people earn-
ing money for college through the
AmeriCorps program.

Ameria Adair, 10, who lives at
Oakridge, helped to paint a metal
bannister outside an apartment,
changing the color of the rails froma
dusty red to a shiny black.

“I'want to help. I just like working
with people,” she said.

LeRon Leist, an AmeriCorps vol-

“unteer from Oakland, said, "'This .

work is about helping others and do-

ing the work that needs to be done.”

Leist earned degrees in art and de-
sign and environmental studies at
Towa State University last Decem-
ber. She said she will use the Ameri-
Corps grant to pay off her student

- loans.

Stacy Doke said she is earning
$4.65 an hour and $2,300 for college.

“We're setting an example for oth-
" ers,” said Doke as she dug in the dirt

_to plant a tree outside the Oakridge

main office. “Some politicians say
that this is an overrated type of
work-study program. But this pro-
gram has taught us much more than
if we were working on campus and
Just cleaning dorms.”

The creation of the program was a
campaign promise made by Presi-
dent Clinton. During his visit to Des
Moines on Monday, the president
lauded the volunteer spirit of Ameri-
Corps members.

In a written statement provided
by AmeriCorps, the president said,
“Every day in America, millions of
citizens rise up and answer the call
to serve their communities in ways
as varied as their backgrounds, with
one goal — to strengthen the com-
munity of America.

“Rich and poor, young and old —

" Americans unite their will to serve

and meet our nation's most pressing
needs. Our commitment to service
allows us to rise to the occasion and
meet any challenge.”

=
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AmeriCorps environmental

Servmg Their Country

Youths Earn, Learnin AmenCorps National Service Program

: human needs and the environment, diploma or agree 10 earn a high school equivalency
BY RHONDA STANSBERRY
WORLD AL D STAPP WY TER H:{mk:u%gcnmcdmpwpkm\cbnm's aym.‘slzm¢“hj1dthﬂcmm1nmnr
AmeriCorps- Amvumnmla]l:m(:mg gurdelines. This is not a poverty program. It applies
mahan Chad Helmke bas staked out afuture  Derickson, project director of Team USDA. said g
n natural resources. And 1o gain experience,

lo everyone.
fl\t-m:mbammmﬂlu“mmc&m}umas Ina&djumAmeﬁCotpshasabmb-edﬂSTka
he is turning to AmertCorps. well as three others — Lincoln, Norfolk and well-established anti-povert
Helmke, 21, looked for work wath the U S. Park Tecumseh. Seventy-five mluntccrsu-ﬂlptx ed for the three
Service but was unsuccessful. He said he considers Also under the AmeriCorps umbreila is the Nebraska programs, AmeniCorps spokesmen said.
himself lucky, though, to have worked for the U.S.

Nebraska Commussion for Nauonal and Community
Soil and Conservauon S¢ervice, the Papio-Missouri

lowa will have 158 positions, s.aad Jody Heuberger,
Service, which wall employ 23 le to work with state program coordinator.

Rn.crl‘\alura.l Resources Distnct and now youngsters between ages 10 and 15 in schools Ymkcapm umne student at the Unuversity of
AmeriCorps. . 3 throughout the state. l\cbraska-Lmoolnma ing in natural resources, said
Volunteers in the new national service am Thase who wish 10 apply may contact one of nine  he wasted no time applying when he heard about the

receive fieldwork experience in addition toa living community action agenaies, the Office of Dispute program.

stipend. personal health-care benefits and, upoa Resolution in or one of six mediation centers AmenCorps p are in various stages of

completon of 1,812 hours of work. a $4,725 Lhm.:pnmhe state, said Fayeute Carpenter. intenm  readiness, project Ofs sai \-{anhn Anderson.

educational award. The award may be applied to the Omaha AmeriCorps project supervisor and

student Joans or college tuition. Thc community service commission focuses on Helmke's immediate supervisor, said she had one
was launched earlier this month by yw&u.h&.Cagpenlcrmd.but“thacmﬂhem more position to fill as late as last week.

the Clinton admunistration. Natonwide, the age limit™ for the volunteers. Helmke said he believes hus 10- 10 12-month

domestic service corps expects Lo enroll 20.000 people must be at least 17 mdca.nnotha\-td:m AmeriCorps stint “will be a great resume builder and

in programs geared toward education, public safety.  out of high school. They also must have a high

Please tumn to Page 31, Col. 1




(ouths Earn, Learn in Program

lMﬂm‘l’mr' ?' schooling ™
way lo or future
Ilzlrnk’emif work is Dianna
Vaters, a 20-year Lincoln resident
ho is changing ber college
wus, S‘hcsndsheh.ldp‘a.nned 1o major
n English but now “probably will do
omething with Mmrdmwm.
Working with T blic
inds and environmental team “let
1e get my feet wet and see if there's
omething else I'm interested in downg,”
As. Walers sad.
In ther first week on the job, Helmke
ml M.s. Walters set their agenda, work-

Omaha parks g broken

lm md rmenn; litter and answering
lue-suotu rom cunous park users.

worked at Lake

Waters wore a T-shirt
mhlmmed with the Amm(htpl logo
an A ona
w blue Ie-lttnn; sp:ﬂ:n; out Amen
orps Nauonal Service,

How to Become Involved in AmeriCorps

Mrs. Anderson said the AmeriCorps
team is “the p we want demonstra-
Whulodo Teamed with

and organizations,
will be role models for future volunltl?r
eflorts, she said.

Ahﬂdpmmﬂulmﬂukeﬂl
includes
cﬁ)‘lhlnsfmmclu il

ic recre-
alion areas 1o plammg wcuo.nd.s and
building fences.

Helmke said his team will help with a
bison project in Thurston County in the

coming weeks. The W) tribe is
trying to establish a m asa

AmeriCorpe s the Clinton adminis-
tration’s new national service initia-
tive tor valuntesrs who will work in
about 400 education, anti-crime, so-
cial servics and environmental pro-
grams nationaily.

Who Is eligible? Aryone who le 17
years or older, a U.S, citizen or
permanent resident and, in most
cases, a high school graduate.
How can you join? Call (800) 942-2677
10 receive an National
Reterral form. Fill t out and mall i,

IN NEBRASKA:
Nw!Oorpo-UmA public lands

food source that is lower in chol |
than beef, Helmke said. “We'll help them
build fences” 1o contain the herd.

In ml;lwb.e&u Ameri " outdoor
work wi replaced by indoor pro-
grams that involve schoolchildren in
environmental issues, Ms. Waters said.

| team, 20 volun-
teers; Community Action of Nebras-
ka, 23 volumesrs; and VISTA, 29
volunieers.

Those interested In working with
AmeriCorps projects in Nebraska this
ysar may COMact the specific agencies
Involved:

and envir

USDA Team
Marilyn Anderson, 886-0121.

Office of Dispute Resolution, Lin-
coin, Kathieen Severens, (402) 471-
arao.

Liza Schug,Central Mediation Cen-
ter, Kearney, (800) 203-3452 or (308)
2374692,

Betsy Kosier, Lincoin /Lancaster Me-
dlation Center, Lincoin, (402) 434-
8480,

Donna Pamnell, Metro Medlation Cen-
ter, Omaha, (402) 444-1970.

Debora Brownyard, Nebraska Jus-
tice Center, Walthill, (800) 774-0348
or (402) B48-55T76.

Lorl Burkey, Panhandie Mediation
Center, Scottsbiuft, (800) 987-2115

or (308) 635-2002,
Julle McGreer, Southeast Nebraska
Mediation Center, Beatrice (800) 837-

7826 or (402) 223-6061.

A i Vol G ity Action
Agencies, Lorrie Benson, director, Lin-
coln, (402) 471-3714.

Biue Valley Community Action, Fair-

* bury, (402) 729-2278.

Goldenrod Hills C. ty Services,
Wisner, (402)529-3513.

Lincoln Action Program, (402) 471-
4515,

Panhandie Community Services, Ger-
Ing, (308) 635-3089.

Southeast Coun-

Community Action
cii, Humboldt, (402) B62-2411.
Central Community Services, Loup
City, (308) 745-0780.

Greater Omaha Community Action,
(402) 341-8060.

Mig-Nebraska

Kearney, (308) 234-2581.
Northwest Community Action, Cha-

dron, (308) 432-3393.

IN IOWA:

Program coordinator ks Jody Heu-
barger in Dea Moines, (515) 281-8043
The specihc programs and the num-
ber of volunteers being sought are:

B Association of Farmworker Oppor-
tunity program, five.

B | Have A Dream Foundation, five.

M lowa C Against D

B AmeriCorps/USDA public lands and
environmental leam, nine.

B AmeriCorps/USDA rural develop-
ment team, 26,

M VISTA, 60.
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AmenCo s
Volunteers

Go to Work

“Their uniforms haven't arrived, but |

Amchorps volunteers have begun tack-

n%.ccommumty !mpfOVCII‘IﬂIl prop:ts
Omaha area.

They have picked up litter along a

-highway, cleaned two

||

studied an |

outdoor environmental education area '

that could become a model for schools,

and volunteered to help resolve a neigh-

borhood erosion problem.

‘They also have begun planning other
projects, including one that will help
members of the Winnebago Indian Tribe
raise more buffalo to improve tribal
members’ diet.

““Things are starting to happen,” said

Marilyn Anderson, AmeriCorps’ Omaha

?Amcn Col

new national service initiative for volun-

teers who will work in environmental,
education social service and anti-<crime

pr
e Omaha AmeriCorps team. work-

ing on environmental and public lands

projects. is based in the U.S. Soil Conser-

vation Service’s office at Chalco Hills
Recreation Area overlooking Wehr-

spann Lake.

Mrs. Anderson said she and team
members began work last week. They
Egked up hitter at Orchard Park and

rinsky Lake Park and removed trash
along Sorensen Parkway near 30th

Street.

She helped mediate a solution to an
erosion problem in a housing area near
Cunningham Lake and agreed to bring
her team there to clean up litter on

vacant lots.

is President Clinton's

1969, Panthers

15 lhlc s;lj:uon. Ajabu says. U U
e don't want us to
mer make “F d:c!
A abu's “soldiers” wear b uguﬁ'
berets and T-shirts with
words “Freedom or death. It's gqth
choice.”
The threat of violence by these politi-
cal extortionists is real. Recently, Ajabu
ve an inflammat speech 10 a
ga ther chapter in “?'glowee. Ala. Af-
terward, an arsonist destroyed a hi
scholgch bu claimed not to know
set ire, but added: Appmu v
somebody downthe:el.mdemood .

- Iwassaying”

The question is whether long-sulTer-
ing Americans are going to tolerate this
kind of terism second time

around. hind this Panther revival ;

lies a rcmarkable and dangerous
in historical about who the
original Panthers were. Without™ this
amnesia, the legend would not ‘Have
attracted young blacks to the new
Panther standard.
'!be '60s Panthers were an or;
g?ng wuh political hustle. As
s recent book. “The
Shadow of the Panther,” documents.
the Panthers under Huey Newton. El-
dridge Cleaver and Bobby Seale extort-
ghetto, brutalized their own
members and r committed
rape, arson, robbery and murder. In
edly committed
348 felonies, including all of the above.
A 1978 article by New Left reporter
Kate Coleman mythe magazine New
Times documented several of (hese
Panther mm most of them commit-
ted ag,amsl inner nog blacks. The-leg-
en 31 Pantbers
assa.ss:naled by police — used by '60s
radicals to shield the Panthers from
investigation — was shown as early as
1970 to be a fabrication. In fact, almost
all had died in the course of criminal
activities, in conflicts with other black
militants or in shootouts with law
enforcement that they themselves pro-
voked.
In the years since, many have wantad



Nebrask
SeWS-

September 27, 1994
Volume 139 « No. 268
402/873-3334

© Nebraska City News-Press

[y
Fess

Creek pro]ect introduces AmeriCorp:

By DAN SWANSON
News-Press managing editor

National officers greeted an
smenCorps National Service crew
~orking Monday to clear South
Table Creek

Paul Johnson, chief of the Soil
Conservation Service, and Joel
Berger of the US. Department of
\griculture visited the crew Lo help
aunch the program in Nebraska and
rationwide. AmenCorps, which got
i the ground on Sept 12, is
onsidered to be the domestic
.ersion of the Peace Corps

Berger joined the four
AmenCorps workers removing log
ams and debns from the creek bed
'n National Arbor Day Foundation
roperly near Steinhant Park Road
There's no better way to learn,
han to work alongside your
nembers. You don't really learn by
wting  in  your office in
Nashungton,” he said

The Nebraska City project is one
f the first in the Midwest and 15
ant of the Secretary of Agnculiure
like Espy’s focus on helping 1o
spair damage from the 1993 Noods
When we visited the flood damaged
tes. we promised not to go unul
se job was done We're here
ecause the job isn't done.” Berger
ud

AmeriCorps has four branches in
vebraska -- Tecumseh, Omaha
.ancoln and Norfolk. The Omaha
:nd Tecumseh branches are alreagy
n operation and the Norfolk branch

recruiting for workers. Workers
e paid a minimum of $7,600 anc¢
ceive health benefits. They are
so eligible for an educationa
sucher worth $4.725 1o pay for
wion or school debts

Working in Nebraska Cuty
fonday were Crew Leader Chuck
carsly of Lincoln, Eric Bartels of
zcumseh and Theress and Emuly
serman of Tecumseh. Bartels said
- joined AmenCorps because of
¢ educauon benefit and the chance

help the community. Bartels,
ho 15 mamed with two children,
»pes 1o go back 1o college
earsly said the program is a way
+ serve the country and gives
uzens an example of national
aIvice

Therssa and Emily Sh

behind by the 1993 floods.

Johnson told the workers that the
Soil Conservation Service intends
1o build on what they do
the first generation of this
program,” he said. “This is a
program that will only strengthen
in future years.” He sard up 10
20,000 people will be working in
AmeriCorps by the end of the first

“You're

-

year

Bill Caldwell. a University of
Nebraska Extension specialist, was
also on hand Monday to inspect the
program. He said he is studying
the program to use it with other
service projects. ~The service
component is the lasung benefit,”
he said. “The spint of volunteensm

and national service are the things |
will look for in building
:ompone'\u We are -ooi.-lg for
to the
lives of lhc young people
involved.”

Johnson said AmencCorps gives
people the opport mity to work on
the land and be of service “Young

an, left, USDA director Jos! Berger, Eric Bartels and Chuck Yearsley take a break from wc
Monday. Berger and the AmeriCorps crew worked one day clearing debris in South Table Creek that had been |

Photo by Dan Swar:

people a great deal to contnbute
they want 1o contribute.” he sac

NADF employees are expecic
work throughout the wir
clearning the creek T
AmenCorps crews mosved on ¢
to other areas of the disnct a.::.
by the 1993 floods
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L AMEricCorps Project \
' - starts with no. tools ..

A

gorge Fawllc:yi i 58 4 mnlulah md ;uﬂ Suu Communuy
"- : legs, the pirqjeat's local host 6 $75,000 in
o I G4 Srograia. The

s Afaedcn’ through "community service” pub-  and materlals.
Louls Jast week at a cost of almost' $22,000 - Soil Cotserva

urbm ardens and

30 people on thljob fnr ayearwill o lhl focus of the purk's
e Amgricorps program an eslimated
8658 050 which indudu salaries, rupplies,

_Monday, October 10, 1694

" federal inds dmlmhr ogram.
*“- B.AST 8T. LOUIS — l‘midenl Cﬁnhn' college and sfite agencles In uEm will offec

449 . revive impoverished packets of sbout S?DOOO I.n,; gervices, Includiu slaff

lic work. programs kicked off la East St runwmi.m'mu for he U5,
1 ] ’ R'u 'kwuﬁf"mmr

réruchof!hesow&m—mdnotoohm ‘the Bust SL Dou p m, conéeded that
§ Ldul ‘Ameri ber (hei h&f; s-.:?m:: mhﬁm&n
o ericorps rmemoers § ir  nolon ¢
*.'yéar of commun x“rvica by .de mw'i Lools as -Jm dlum. Yrictors,
uplin,ga 10 & gree in Jones Puk ““frucks, IL"‘

‘wornidering why the program had no shovels By, lddcd “It will mihhu Bast St.

" to pass out. The ynrlon,‘. fedenally funded - Louis... Don"t ju.q;e us by v&alm re DOW,
horticulture program involves cleaning wp - "Come hackln 8 year and sea”

..cily parks, mtorir}f menhwm. phnting Some of the wmkm uidibey had no

ood Intention of pursuing a career I horticulture

fion snd’
See JOBW

Ballgvitie (Ill) News-Dgmocrat _Pllgq,a..ﬁgdlo .‘.‘1

Jobé- . "

Contlnuud from 1A

% progran — but were simply out of work ud
ve the chance to'sam $4.23 per how, Mem»
bm nho can take advantage of grants worth a8 much s
$4,725 each, which will allow some to attead college
classes and others 16 repay old education debts.

Americorps voluntsér James Pace, 39, of East St.
Louis wdhetookthewndmﬁuuphismm;m
Sou%hllhmhg‘mwhrg ty at Bdm;‘d:wllo. :

' not going o help me except to repay my loan
so I can get my grades and get in another school,” he

A.nd Florine Johnson, 45, & Centreville grandmotber
and unemployed accountant, said she and ber busband

5i eﬁupnottolmlandmpmgu
bu‘tn“lowohavuom geomm;mauluﬂ;?m‘

why we joloed”
The Bast 8t Lou.is project is twice 85 costly ss
ilar 1 to refirbigh buildin
/ Belleville begmnm; u Jaa-

prograsm also will invelve 30 people, but will
eon ‘an eshm-ted $269,000. 1t receives state, fedens!
and local funds,

dVY" . Salaries of the 30 worker in East St. Louls amount
WP 1o $229.800 rlu $141,750 in education grants,
$68,000 for child care, $33,000 in bealth care, $13,500
to nytu:uludcn udS'J 000 in a tree- plmﬂupm.
rganizers of the A:nenwr{a: program
$658,050 in taxpayer fuads will do more thaa be.ntﬁt

just 30 members,

“It's something wsmvc for East St. Louis for a
change,” said Don Wallace, a professor at SCC who
administers the program And helped draw up the grant
lpPhellion Eu‘l.

‘It's wha! this comrunity nseds 1o get golng, We

—— ,f f ,.;“ 4 ’
nudlouo thum ntm citicism ofEut st Luu.u,

"'fhu 1z not & public wi Ity
.is ml a cdunﬁon program.- lpil emmrvm v

meat”
" But'no official would explain’ lncﬂybow 30 ind.h.
viduals picking up the plﬂu and plm vegetable &:o

dens would economical F{W of. 40,
;h& is under state ﬁ.nmc:d control and ${00 ml!hon m-!!
¢

A
“Let's emphasizs the s:tm." Wcllue md of tben
Americorps Fun in p:nm.l, which his its roots in
cunton‘a 1993 “Servics to America” initiative, "\
The Emst 5t Louis project s one of 13 statewide w
Amenicorps projects coﬂm. $3.2 million. It it the onlyu
one to be completely financed by federal money. .
Audrey Morgan, 36, of Grapite City was the onlyy

Americorps member outside the SCC-Vocational Bdu?Y -

cation building last Tucsday, the second dw o!‘tbspm-
gam, who m!ed xn interest in bosticuttur

“I've already got the school beok mﬂ' bt 1 dm't'
hn;chlhehmds ny s‘.-.esald‘.h —

& wal & group that carti sAD mgl “
into a van for delimgm to Joaes Park, vﬁn they were
off-loaded and stored. The groups spent the rest of the'!, L
day at SCC checking paperwork.

But Morgan ;:gl she was displeased l‘:mtu';; Am::ik' "L
10, pot arrangt Yher§75a w
hl?d‘ fm‘m as she was prommr

“I'sa hmbmdhwﬂqn;arlwould{
ntbuh? fforétodnthh, " the said.

A.nd Rachelle Sanford, 20, s 1992 Belleville Wut X

gh School graduate, said, 1 thought it would be &
good deal to beauti Bui $1. Lows. They tell us lhqh
wazt us to sccent the positive aod skip the nepative. 4
Maybe I'll leam soroe landscaping skills.” :



the tecumseh chieftain

Thursday, October 6, 1994

These participants began working the new AmeriCorps program o Tecumseh,
September 19. AmeriCorps is a commuoity service loitiative created by
President Bill Clinton. The AmeriCorps program has been established in
Tecumseh and will serve five counties in southeast Nebraska, to help with
flood damage and other community betterment programs. Participants from I-
rare, Theresa Sherman, Emily Sherman, Eric Bartels, and Chuck Yearley, su-
pervisor.



L oeny

Americorps

leam

organized in Tecumseh

An AmeriCorps Team has been
organized through the Soil
Conservation Service in Tecumseh.

AmenCorps 1s President Chinton’s
national service initiative that allows
diverse groups of people 10 ecarn
college or vocational school
scholarships while performing service
in a non-proflit pr governmental
agency. AmeriCorps is sometimes
referred to as a “domestic Peace
Corps.”

The AmeriCorps is similar to the
Civilian Conservation Corps, (CCC)
camps that was designed for students
and the Worker's Project
Administration (WPA) which was
created before World War L

According to Wes Pope, the
AmenCorps crecates an opportunity
for individuals to do service 1o their
country and earn an educational
reward in return.

The AmeriCorps Team in
Tecumseh will consist of Chuck
Yearley of Lincoln, as supervisor;
Eric Bartels, Theresa and Emily
Sherman. According to Pope, there is
a vacancy that still needs to be filled.
Anyone interested in applying for
this program can contact Wes Pope
or Chuck Yearley, at the Soil
Conservation Service in Tecumseh at
335-3316.

This team will serve the counties
of Richardson, Otoe, Nemaha,
Pawnee, Johnson counties.

Earn a stipend for work

The above participants will earn a
stipend of $7,660 for working 1,812
hours over 10 to 12 months. Upon
completion of the 1812 hours, an
education voucher of g'?,?ZS_ will be
awarded. The voucher may be used
to repay student loans or to pay
college tuition for two-year, four-year
or graduate programs. AmeriCorps
workers can work more than 1,812
penod.

Flood-related projects

The Tecumseh AmenCorps group

will be looking at projects in

Southeast Nebraska that are flood-
related damages from 1993 that sull
haven't been taken care of. The
projects will include inventory of
Nemaha Natural Resources dams,
and removing debris lrom Lthese
dams.

Another project will consist of
cleaning timber behind Lied Center
Creek in Nebraska City. Inventories
of other areas which may become
problem areas.

Community betterment

The AmeriCorps Team will also
welcome any ideas of service projects
involving community betterment,
they may work on in any of the
counties they serve.

Other AmeriCorps teams will be
located at Omaha and Lincoln and

“Norfolk. There wilt be five nrembers

working at each site.

“I feel it's worthwhile,” it's a
national service,” it will help clean up
from last year's flood,” stated Pope.
“It may start a grassroots program in
which groups can be involved from
year to year,” he added.

Supervisor of the program

As supervisor, Yearley will work
along side the other paruicipants to
make sure the work gets done
Yearley will also make surc there's
communily interaction in this
program. .

Yearley has served as a regional
planner in lowa, where he was
involved in grant-writing, economic
development, water resources, and
planning.

Yearley is a native of Lincoln.
“It's a good opportunity to serve their
country and further their education,”
stated Yearley.

The AmeriCorps program is a 40
hour week program. The projects
involved in this program are ones that
wouldn't be normally be
accomplished by other resources.

According to Yearley, the main
goal of the AmeriCorps program is to
get things done.
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Agriculture chief praises
AmeriCorps in area visit

By DAVID WAHLBERG
Sun Staff Writer

LYTLE CREEK — Dion Tru-
jillo led acting U.S. Agriculture
Secrelary Richard Rominger
along a nature trail that Trujillo
and other AmecriCorps members
had builL.

“We're learning about a lot of
new Lhings, like forestry and bi-
ology.” said Trujillo, 28, of Rialta,

“Thal's what (AmeriCorps) is
all about.” Rominger said.
“Learning while you're working.”

Rominger visited the Lytle
Creck Ranger Stalion on Friday
to tout AmeriCorps, the federal
service program created by Pres-
ident Clinton thal has come un-
der Republican crilicism in re-

hiking trails, design nature cen-
lers, repair fire-ravaged arcas
and planl vegelation for u yeur.
In return. they gel $4,725 educa-
tion grants. About 20,000 people
arc participating around the
counlry,

Rominger, who tentatively re-
placed lormer Agricullure Secre-
tary Mike Espy this month afler
Espy resigned, addressed ahoul
80 AmeriCorps members guath-
ered in a circle oulside the ranger
slation.

“I feel like 1 lelt Washington,
but T came home to the best of
government,” he said.

More than 400 people applicd
for the 80 AmeriCarps jobs in the
San Bernardino Nalional Forest,
he said.

"1 don’l think anvone can call

cenl weeks.

; AmeriCorps members build

n

See AMERICORPS/A2

Americorps: Trujillo offers praise

Continued from A1

that cocreive voluntecrisin,” he
said.

Newt Gingrich and other Re-
publican Congress leaders have
criticized the program on those
grounds,

"All of you have Laken govern-
ment and made it your ewn,” Ro-
minger said. "You've turned a
cuncept into some solid, practical
action.”

The trail that Tru;ille’s crew

built oulside the ranger station
will display various plants of the
national forest, from deser! brush
to mountain wildNowers.

“It's going Lo be a nice little
place Lo visit and learn from."”
said Scott Garman, 22, a crew
member (roin Pomona. “We're
going Lo be able to lake our Rids
bacek here semeday and soay, 'We
died Lhis," ™

Lauren Whilchureh, 24, an
AmcriCorps member [rom San
[Dernardino, said he ioined the
srogram o learn more aboul Jor-

eslry.

“I's a chance Lo leirn about
the environinent and whal we can
doto help."

Belh Anglin, who belongs to
an AmeriCorps crew in Palm
Springs, said she signed up be-
cause she was tired ol babysitting
and telemarkeling.

“I'his gives me a chance to
work outside,” said Anglin, 19. I
love the outdoors.”

Rominger said he hopes Ame-
riCorps gains enough bipartisan
supporl to continue.

“IU's pcople pulling Logu’thq{-
0o tackle communily problemsy’
he said. "This is what gover:{-

ment should really be about ™ - .
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AmeriCorps program may bring

A

Bolivar County may soon be
seeing ngeded developments and
improvements in rural sewer sys-
tems, thanks to the efforts of those
minf * the: new  federal

eriCorps program.

Lébrrynl;ll)csi - Richard, Bolivar
~Counly-~acea . ‘member  of  the
AtneriCorps program, explained.
that ‘the program will be used to
help pinpoint funds for and assist
in: the development of a . rural
stwer system in the county.

The program, which is President
Clinton's ‘national 'service initia-
tive' intended to address the
nation's education, human serviece,
public safety and . environmental
needs at the loca) level, also cails
_ for the improvement of living con-
ditions  through urban forestry,
according to information given by
Richard. - ‘

‘However, Richard noted, ‘the
program ‘will ‘initially focus only
on obtaifiing technical assistance
" with rural sewage systems in the
ccounty.. o
“Rightinow, we'll just be work-

" ingon the sewer systems,”

Richard ssid. “We're looking at

;|
L
kel

- ————

Stanton subdivision (northwest of
Cleveland), Hills and East Boyie
subdivisions in Boyle, Sheiby
Farms, Isaac Danicls suhdivision
of Mound. Bayou and Hogan sub-
division of Mound Bayou ”
Richard explained thst he and
Andrea Clark of Cleveland, the
other tearn member of the county
AmeriCorps program, will be
working with the_Bolivar County

Board of Supervisers to ascertain | county for the sewer system.

maoney for a rural sewer uyy:'e™,

sewer improvements to Bolivar

but the job of determining which
area will be designaled 1o receive
the system will be left up to super-
visors.

. Area evaluation surveys have
already been  condueted In the
aforementjoned ' areas, said
Richard, adding that he expects to
meet with supervisors “in the next
couple of weeks” to see if they
have scitled on 8 target area in the

- Clarence Finley. 'of Greenville,
coordinator with the Northwest
Mississippi Resouree
Conservation and Development
Area (RCD) in Swoneville, con-
firmed that the AmeriCorps pro-
gram will focus on rural sewer sys-
tems.

“We are a nonprofit organization
based in the Mississippi Delta,”
cxplained Finley, who supervises

.Richard and Clark. “We are partic-

with the U.S. Forest

ipating in the AmeriCorps gra'g'mn
e U ervice,
which . is funding the program

through RCD."
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Volunteers plant
trees, partnershlp

By JIM BOTTORFF
For the News

Adam Gregory, 15, digs a small
hole and carefully sinks a young
Western red cedar into the soil.

He stands up and gazes down the
1.600-fool streich of land along the
Mohawk River. Gregary, wholives
upstream, knows what crosion ¢ao
do 1o the bank of this nves.

“Welonahtofm last year,”

he says, referring to his wmly ]
farm. “But we will

On Sanwrday, Gregory and 70
volunteers plant more than 4,000
native trees and shrubs on Dick
Eymann’sland along the Mohawk's
west bank.

Sanmday's bank enhancement

Soil and Warer Conservation Dis-
wict and the Nawral Resouyrces
Conservation Service, will eanch
fish and wildlife habitar and water
quality by stabilizing the river's
bank.

The new trees will alsc rowvide
shade to the river. The shade will
choke out non-native blackbery ies
and cool the water, improving wild-
life and fish habuat

Jeff Krueger, one of the project’s
squad keaders, is excited about the
praspects for the niver's fish.

“The trees’ woody debris will
create morc than one type of flow,”
he says pointing 1o the river, which
races southward uninterrupied by
any rocks or logs.

“Fish hahitat survivesbetier when
pools are created in the river,” he
says.

Krueges, a professional planner,
also enjoys geuing away from his
desk on this springlike day.

“Thisis not writngor planning,”
he says, “but doing something that
I can come back 10 in 20 years and
look aL”

Organizers here are optimistic

that the successes of Saturday's
project can be implemented clsc-
where.

“This site is a model for what can
happen all over Oregon,” says
project coordinator Loma Baldwin.
“And one of the nice things about
today's werk is that many of these
people have never warked together
before.”

Indeed, the project brings people
together from varying backgrounds
on this warm, sunny day.

The job begins Wednesday with
Looking Glass’ Lane-Metro Youth
Corps removing blackberry bushes
from the stream’'s bank.

It will end Apnl 1, when a crew
from Jobs-m-the-Woods, 8 federal
program for dislocated timber work-
ers, erects a fence tokecpEymann's
cows away from the stream.

Val Rogers, of the Pacific River
Council and an Oregon State Uns-
versity mmpe student, looks ar
the stream restoranon as a part of
her academic training. She also
believes tha: the project benefits
cach volunteer,

“Today's planting makes people
feel good,” she says as she sinks her
shovel into the rich soil It allows
them 10 do something for the enwa-
ronmen instead of degrading w.”

Eymann, who is dorating three
acres of his farm (o the project, has
iived at this spot on the niver far 43
years. With no dams for flood con-
trol, Eymann, 74, watched the
Mohawk cover a large portion of
his cow pasture last year. He is not
warried, however, about the small
trees” ability 1o survive a rising
river. He likens freshly planted trees
to transplanted people.

“New people in the area eventu-

ally find the general store and make

friends with the natives,” he says.
“They put down roots. Just like
people, these pees will grow roots,
100, Sumxcmhmmmvc
the river.”

d23y Wodd EAE
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200 farmers eligible
for WQIP payments

By Jason Abraham
Winona Caiy News

About 200 farmers in the Middle
Brarch of the Whitewater River
watershed are eligible for incen-
tve pavmentss through a new
Water Quality Izcentive Prcgram

(WQLP) set to begin this wintar,

Farmers in Winona. Watasha
ard Olmsted counties are inciud-
ed in the program, which was ap-
provec oy the USDA-agmicuitural
Staptiizaden and Conservadon
Sernce (ASCS), recently re-

pnamed the Farm Service Agerncy
::‘Q___

Accordin ng 0 a press reiease,
the goal of the progra=. s o re-
ducs the amount of poiiuZon ec-
terng the river from agmicultural
poiluzantss. Incenctve pavrments
are reimbursement .cr Zmieard
eguipment that might te neces-
sary to implemen: “*e 2ew lech-
nigues.

Uncer the program. farmers
will develop three-vear marage-

mect plans for practcss “hat io-
uce pesdcide, fer=iizer and
ag:“c;‘.:;a.‘ wasie maczgement,

Mermrers of Amer:zCorgs. the pub-
Lic sersice goup formed Dy the

Clirctor admirnsTation, wil assist
farmers with the teczrnical
aspects of their ma==gement
piacs,

Lirda Dahi, an A=eriCorss
memecer, said tkey wiil heip

farmers come up with tteir gwn
marcagement plans, whics will in-
clude projects like specialized
crop rotation, contour farmirg
n‘e' n0ds and dllage mettods. No

Tuctural projecs — lixa dams

- 'a-ﬂ'.ll pe funded through WQLP.
Payments will be macde to

farmers based on what manage-
ment pracsces need o be imple-

[

: tnm..gerec:Satd‘:’ﬂ Somatl-
the ASCS officss i N‘mm-a:cr'_

. Qlmsted counties. Anyfarmecor
land user in the Miccle Srancit
cf the Whitewater Fiver
watsrsnec s enccuragsed ic
agciv.

Further imformation:

Linda Cant or Mike Anc
2175

contdes

325

mented and the exian: 0 wiich
tkey are appiied. WQIP payents
will be limired o 3.300 per year
for'a maximum of ‘=ree vears.

Dani said a 1989 survey of resi-
dents in the Writawater River
watersped asked par=cpanss if
they feit there was a xa:e-' qual-
ity proolem arcdé iU they would
participate in programs that
would¢ address these prociems.

iftv percent respecded to the

urvev and 80 percent of ke re-
sporses were posiZve.

A somewhat simiiar program in
Rochester that invoived residents
in the Zumbro River watersted
hacd good resuits for ihe past sev-
eral vears, Dahi saic.

“We're hoping lor a similariy
good response will the Middle
Brazch project acd rom tke sur-
vey, it looks like we'l get it,”
Dahli said.

Ary farmers ipterssiad in par-
t:c'pa::_g in the program can sub-
mit an appiicaton durrg a sigz-
up period, which ecds at 4:30
p.m. Dec. 9 at the ASCS office in
Lewiston.
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Trailer brought in twicejweekly to collect eight categories of discards
Problems:minimal at Reeycling Center as
users learn to properly prepare materials

Crete Boy Scouots and Cub

Scouts distributed recycling flyers .-

in Crote last weck to hclp resi-
dents understand what kinds of
malcrials can be lefl at the new
Recycling Center, and to cxplain
how those materials should be
prepared for drop-off.

Rosidemts are still leaming how
to recycle. A fow problems havc
been encountercd at the site with
improperly prepared materials, ac-
cording to Jeff Gorgen, Americorps
worker at the Cbamber of Com-
merce office who is assigned to
the project. Plaslics and cans must
bo rinsed and Ffattencd, reminds
Gorgen. Lids must be removed.
Cardboard must be flattened. Plas-
tics that held oils cannot be used.
Green glass cannot be used.

A large sign at the Recycling
Cenler also outlines the dos and
don’ts of local recycling.

The Recycling Center is lo-
cated at 9th and Qak, directly
south of Cretc Foodmart, and

about a half block west of the old

dopot where tho Bicentennial So- -

clety conducts monthly rocycling
drves. It is open from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m., only on Wedncsdays and
Saturdnys, when Mark Tritch of
Milford hrings in his Dempster Al-
ley Cat, a trailer designed specifi-
cally for recycling.

Acceptable materials

at Crete Recycling Center

The Alley Cat is designed with
bins for the differont categories of
recyclables.which can currently be

dropped at the Crote site. Thosc

categorics, ond the proparation re-
quirements for them:

* Paper: Ncwspaper and the
supplements and ads inside the
ncwspaper. Tie in bundles or place
in brown paper grocery bags. Not
Acceptable in this bin: Tole-
phone books, magazines, catnlogs,
glossy paper, mail, letter paper,
soiled paver products, paper car-

lons.

* Cardboard: Shipping boxes
and corrugated cartons. Flalten.
Not Acceptable: Pizza boxcs,
soiled cordboard.

* Alumioum Camns: Aluminum
bevcrage containers. Rinsc and
crush.

* Tin Cans: Tin food conlsin-
ors. Rinse, remove both lids and
labcls and flaton.

« Clear Glass: Beverage bot-
tles and jars. Rinse, remove lids
and metal neck rings. Not accept-
able: Broken glass, light bulbs,
window glass, mirrors, drinking
glasses, ceramics, Pyrex cook-
ware, perfumc bottles, personal
carc product bottles, colored bot-
tles.

= Brown Glass: Same require-
mentis as for clear glass.

« Plastic Jugs: Plastic milk or
juice jugs. Rinse, remove lids, and
flatten.

= Other Plastic Containers:
Containers imprinted with No. “1”

or No. “2" recycling emblems, in-
cluding pop botties, cleaning
product bottles and personal carc
bottles that have smaller necks
than bascs, such as shampoo bot-
tles. Not acceptable: Conlainers
that hcld any kind of oil, gns
treatment fluid, windshield washer
fluid, brake fluid, pesticides, or
herbicides, plastic toys and plas-
tics impnoted with recycling em-
blecms auvmbered 3 through 7.

There is no payment for or
charge to individuals taking recy-
clables to the centcr. Any profits
resulting from ultimate ssle of the
rccyclﬂEles gacs to Tritch who
owns the equipment.

The purpose of recycling is to
climinate, through reusc, some of
the waste which is filling landfills.

Tritch reports that recycling has
been light the last couple of recy-
cling days, probably because of
the wcather.
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AmeriCorps team member
Gorgen is assigned to Crete

Crete 1s hosung 1995-1996
AmcriCorps-Team USDA member
Jeff Gorgen. Gorgen, a full-lime
member of the Rural Development
Corps, 13 working out of the Crete
Chember of Commerce office. He
will be here 10 months

Gorgen has already been work-
ing with local voluntes:ss on the
new recycling nrogram in Crete
and has been working with other
AmciiCorps werkers on a South-
cast Nebraska community re-
sourrce  directory scheduled for
completion in February. He is also
interested in developing of a data
hase (o inatch volunteers with
community necds.

Gorgen, 28, was born and
raised in O'Neill. He carned his
hachelor's degree at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1992,
studving history, political science
and English. After managing a ii-
aance company branch office in
indiana for three ycars, he re-
araed 1o Lincoln in January. He
completed 17 hours of AmeriCorps
trmming and four days of orienta-
non before his arrival in Crete.

“i jouned AmeriCorps in order
o [l 2 vold an o my hfe,” says
Ciorgen. 1 believe that all Ameri-
“1ns awe & debt of service to their
communrities. either on a small
v ale or a large scale. I'm looking
forward 1o doine a lot of gnad for
Crewe and Southeast Nebraska
mver the next 10 months.™

AmeriCuips i1s President Bill
Clinion’s national service pro-
cram, passcd with bipartisan sup-
port from Congress. The program

engages 20,000 Americans of di-
verse backgrounds in community
service projects. In exchange, the
AmeriCorps workers receive cdu-
cational awards that can be used
for collvge, job traiming, graduate
school or student loans. The ma-
jority of AmeriCorps mcmbers are
working in partnerships with
states, local governments and non-
profit organizations.

“Qur primary goal is to improve
communitics by meeting their ed-
ucation, public safety, human and
environmental needs,” says Gor-
gen.

CRETE NEWS
CRETE, NEBRASKA
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Early recycling efforts are
encouraging says Gorgen

The turnout at the new recy-
cling bin on south Main has been
very encouraving, reports Jeff
Gorgen, AmeriCorps volunteer
with the Crete Cramber of Com-
merce who 1s helping area resi-
dents learn to use the new system.

“From 9 a.m. unul around 1:30
-p.m.. Saturday” Gorgen says, “the
site was filled with recyclers. The
pace slowed afier 1:30 p.m., but
the amount of material deposited
in the afternoon was significant
also. The bin used for plastic milk
jugs was filled and replaced four
times.

The recycling 'raiier, parked at
9th ard Jak every Wednesday
and Saturday, provides recyclers a
place to deposit newspaper, alu-
minum cans, brown and clear
glass, plastic pop bottles, milk

jugs,colored plustics and tin
cans.”

Flyers are beirg prepared for
distribution to help residents un-
derstand what can be recycled and
how the material: should be pre-
pared for the rec;cling site, says
Gorgen.

Mark Tritch o Milford, owner
of the trailer, has been at the site
to answer questions about the new
program, as well as Recycling
Task Force members Glennys
Ziegler, 1.ou Alorecht and Tom
Sarensen.
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TECUMSEH, NEBRASKA

Second group of AmeriCorps
workers begin area projects

The USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service began 1its
AmeriCorps program the last week
of October at Niobrara Stats Park.
Members from South Dakot. nd
Nebraska took their oath of senic
received basic training aboul the pro-
gram. leared CPF. and compiried
personality assessments in readiness
to begin helping communities and
others with important rural develop-
ment and environmental projects.

Those selected for the program in
Southeast Nebraska include: Jo Anne
Britt of Peru, Travis Dunekacke of
Elk Creek, Jeff Gorgen of Lincoln.
Dawn Kirkwood of Steinauer. and
Michelle Hummel-McCashrn  of
Talmage. They will be working cut of
the communities of Nebraska City,
Tecumseh and Crete.

B T S

These are the new AmeriCorps workers who will be working in the Ciete.
Nebraska Ciny and Tecumseh areas this yea on communiny development
projects. Members from l-r. Michelle McCaslin, Dawn Kirkwood. JoAnne
Britt, and Jefl Gorgen. Not pictured. Truvis Dunekacke.

AmeriCorps members will work
with Resource Conservation and
Development (R, C and D) Councils
throughout the state and with the
Nebraska Department of Economic
Development and Chambers of
Commerce in their host communities.

Aree suminunitizs will be abl
access AmeriCorps assistance by
submitting a request through the R,C,
and D Councils, P.O. Box 626,
Tecumseh, NE. 68450 or by calling
402-335-3347,

These AmeriCorps members will
work mainly in the areas of tourism
development, recreational trail con-
struction, recycling program creation
and household hazardous waste dis-

posal.

(Continued on page 2-A)

-

AmeriCorps...

(Continued from front page)

According to Merri Johnson. rep-
resentative of the Five Rivers
Conservation and Development
Area, in Tecumsch, the above work-
ers have the educational knowledge
and expericnce in doing community
development types of projects are are
completely focused on projects in this
area.

AmctiColps, President Chinton’s
national service program. cngages
Americans of diverse backgrounds to
help communities meet some of their
needs. In return, they receive a living
stipend and an educaticnal award
which can be used for college, job
training, or to pay back student loans.
AmeriCorps gives back 1o America
by performing critical services daily.
AmeriCorps members help by gelling
things done whiie building commu-
nity. opportunity and responsibility.

AmeriCorps workers are paid on
an hourly hasis. They receive wages
on an annua! basis of $12.000. The
workers are required to work a total
1812 hours over the course of their
year.

The above workers are currently
working on development of a re-
source manual for a workshop for
small communities which is scheduled
for early 1996. With this manual,
leaders in small communites will be
able to know what resources arc
available and where to find those re-
SOulces.

Another project these workers
will be instrumental in achieving is a
recreational trail along the Missouri
River between Nebraska City and
Brownville.

This is the second group of
AmeriCorps workers 1o assist with
projects in Southeast Nebraska. In
1994, AmeriCorps workers concen:
trated on removing debris in recre-
ational areas which occurred during
thew 1993 floods. The AmenCorps
workers assisted with projects in
Nehraska City. Brownville. Falls City.
and Pevnge Cuty.
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Bonnie Tyrrell

AmeriCorps comesto
north central Nebr.

Bonnie Tyrrell of Atkinson, for-
merly of Lincoln, has been hired as
one of the nine individuals partici-
pating in the AmeriCorps program
in Nebraska. Mrs. Tyrrell will be
located inthe North Central RC&D
office in Bassett.

AmeriCorps is a national service
program that engages Americans
of diverse backgrounds to help com-
munities meet some of their needs.
In return, AmeriCorps members
receivean educational award which
may be used for college, job train-
ing, or to pay back students loans.
Most AmeriCorps members are
working in partnerships with
states, local governments and non-
profit organizations.

USDA has three types of Ameri-
Corpsteamsin 38 states, com posed
of approximately 1,200 members:
an Anti-Hunger team, a Public
Lands and Environment team and
a Rural Development team. Many

of the AmeriCorps projects will be:

sponsored by community-based or-
ganizations. In Nebraska, Resource
Conservation and Development
Councils (RC&D) and the Depart-
ment of Economic Development
(DED) are participating with
NRCS.

The participants ir Nebraska will
work individually with rural de-

velopment issues in communities
located within RC&D areas. They'll
be involved in tourism develop-
ment, recreational trail construc-
tion, starting recycling programs
where none now exist, and working
to educate people on proper
handling and disposal of house-
hold hazardous wastes as well as
other projects identified by RC&D
Councils and DED.

Bonnie's first project will involve
assisting those communities lo-
cated on the Cowboy Trail in Rock
and Brown counties to develop
plans for future development.

" If a region, county or community
would like assistance on any of the
above projects, contact the RC&D
office at (402) 684-3346 for more
information.



In Nebraska, Resource Conserva-
tion and Development (RC&D) Coun-
cils, through the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) of the
USDA with Nebraska Department of
Economic Development were able to
recruit for 10 AmeriCorps positions
for fiscal year 1996, Oct. 1, 1995,
through Sep. 30, 1996, The Nebraska
team could have live members in
southeast Nebraska and five in north-
east Nebraska. They will be housed in
various cily office, chamber, bank or
RC&D locations where somcone has
agreed to act as site supervisor.

Three main community service ob-
jectives have been written and accepted
bv the Corporation for National Serv-
ice for the Nebraska sites: 1) Identify
and reduce the volume of solid waste
reaching landfills by 20% through es-
tablishment of five community pro-
grams; 2) Initiate the collection and re-
cycling ol houschold hazardous wastes
by the establishment of one collection
center, and 3) Develop and implement
a reereational trail. In addition, each
rural development tcium member per-
forming an individual task must have
an individual community service objec-
Lve.

Northeast Nebraska RC&D in Plain-
view, North Central RC&D in Bassett
and Ponca City Hall are homes to four
AmeriCorps/Team USDA members in
northeast Nebraska. Members in
Ponca are Mury Rose Backhaus and
Stephen Wilson Cook, while in Plain-
view and  Bassett they are Carmen
Shatter and Bonnie Tyrrell, respective-
Iv. Mary Rose and Carmen are from
Randolph. Marv Rose has a bachelor
ol arts in education degree in English
and home cconomics from Wavne
State College and is beginning a gradu-
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AmeriCorps/Team USDA staff members are located in area

ate program in counseling. Carmen has
an associate of arts degree from North-
east Community College and bachelor
of science degree in business adminis-
tration from Wayne State College. She
is considering an MBA program. Ste-
phen lives in Sioux City and has an
MS-ABD in EDER. He regeived his
degrees from University of South Da-
kota and Morningside College. Bonnie
moved from Lincoln to Atkinson. She
has attended the University of Nebras-
ka and completed programs at Lincoln
School of Commerce and academic
transfer programs at Southeast Com-
munity College and Peru State College.
She has been accepted at the College of
St. Mary in occupational therapy for
fall 1996.

The Resource Conservation and De-
velopment Councils in Nebraska have
been assigned a total of nine Ameri-
Corps/Team USDA members. Five
others are located in southeast Nebras-
ka. AmeriCorps members are available
1o assist communities and their volun-
teers with rural development projects.
Communities within the RC&D Coun-
cils are able to request professional
assistance from AmeriCorps/Team
USDA by submitting a completed
AmeriCorps service request form. This
form may be obtained from the North-
east Nebraska RC&D/AmeriCorps lo-
cation on east Highway 20 in Plain-
view; by writing to RR2 Box 67, Plain-
view, Ne. 68769-9504 or by phone,
(402) 582-4866 or FAX, (402) 582-3799.

OSMOND REPUBLICAN
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Having recruited only nine per-
sons previously for the possible 10
positions available for the Nebraska
AmenCorps/Team USDA Program,
the Plainview position has now been
filled by Nadene Chavet of Plain-
view,

AmeriCorps is the president’s
national service initiative to achieve
direct results in addressing the
nation's critical education, human
service, public safety and environ-
mental needs at the community level.

Of the 10 positions filled by the
program, five are located in south-
east Nebraska and five in northeast
Nebraska.

Chavet was recently added to the
northeast’s staff and will be located
at the Plainview Resource Conserva-
tion and Development Council
(RC&D) office.

Chavet graduated from Wayne
State College in December with a BS
degree in Business Administration
and is beginning to work on a MBA
program this month.

The other four in northeast
Nebraska are Mary Rose Backhaus
of Randolph and Stephen Wilson
Cook of Sioux City at the Ponca site,
Carmen Shaffer of Randolph at the
Plainview office and Bonnie Tyrrell
at the North Central RC&D office in
Basseltt.

AmeriCorps members are avail-
able to assist communities and their
volunteers with rural development
projects. Community projects con-
sidered can be in areas other than the
thice main objectives of the group.
The three objectives are:

1. Idenufy and reduce the volume
of solid waste reaching landfills by
20 percent through establishment of
five community programs.

2. Inmuate the collection and recy-
cling of household hazardous waste
by the establishment of one collec-
tion center, and

PLAINVIEW, NEBRASKA
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AmeriCorps members underway

Members of the Americorps/Team USDA are, front row, left to right:
Mary Rose Backhaus and Nadene Chavet; back row: Stephen Wilson
Cook, Bonnie Tyrrell and Carmen Shaffer.

3. Develop and implement a
recreational trail.

Each member of AmeriCorp also
will have an individual community
service objective. !

Shaffer has set a goal of updaung
or establishing eight community pro-
files. A community profile is
information about a town. Each pro-
file will list a variety of information,
ilke housing, transporiation, healti
facilities, education, among other
items.

Chavet, who is the newest mem-
ber. has yet to set up her individual
goal.

Other goals being looked at are
recycling in five communites, haz-
ardous waslte collection day in three
RC&D offices, a strategic plan for

economic development of multiple
communities along the Cowboy
Trail, establishment of park
restrooms and flower gardens in
Chambers, develop an educational
presentation on the importance of
recycling and develop an extended
database of recycling resources and
providers.

The Ponca group has aiready
accomplished one of their goals,
which was a photometnic index of
Ponca.

With the help of Ponca High
School students, Wilson and Back-
haus mapped and photographed areas
of Ponca to watch the increase or
decrease of waste matenal in parts of
town.
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Local Ameri'.Corps Members
Make Presentation at Bloomfield

The Northeast Nebraska RC & D
held its annual meeting and election
of officers Monday, Nov. 27, at the
new Bloomfield Community Center.
Their hosts for the evening were out-
going president, Ryan Bloomquist
and his wife, Janice. The evening
began with a meal provided by the
Bloomquists, followed by a tour of
the new facility.

A presentation was made by
AmeriCorps members; Mary Rose
Backhaus and Stephen Wilson Cook
from the-Ponca site, and Carmen
Shaffer from the Plainview site. In-
formation was presented on the
AmeriCorps program in Nebraska,
particularly Northeast Nebraska.

During the business meeting
several trivia questions, relating to
various projects of the RC & D,
were asked of those present and
various appropriate prizes were
awarded. Election of* officers was

held with Garry Anderson of Dixon,
president-elect; Carmen Shaffer of
Randolph, vice president; Kate Bos-
well of Allen, secretary and Ardith
Carr of rural Elgin, treasurer. A
slate of board members was ac-
cepted for vacancies of the RC & D,
they are Leonard Beckman for An-
telope County; Carmen Shaffer,
Cedar County; Dave Krusemark,
Dixon County; Bob Lundholm and
Bill Stonacek, Pierce County and
Susan Gilmore, Wayne County.

Following the election of officers,
Linda Kastning, outgoing vice presi-
dent, presented a desk-pen set to
Ryan Bloomquist with the inscrip-
tion Ist President of Northeast
Nebraska RC & D - 1992-1995.
Donna Christiansen, an Earth Team
volunteer, was awarded a Certificate
of Appreciation and gift for volun-
teering over 84 hours, for fiscal year
1995, at the RC & D office.
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Communities, collegians gain from Corps

N,D‘. students say experience is as valuable as the financial incentives that the program provides

Minot, N.D. (AP)

Kelly Bosch and Jessica Krumwied~
both were looking for a way to finan. !
their college educations. They found
in a relatively new program simllar o
the Peace Com“ and their experience
is paying off in more ways than just
l'lnn.nch.l!y.

Boech and Krumwiede, both of Dev
ils Laka, signed up for AmeriCorpas, a
national service program started by
President Clinton In 1994. Boach Is In
his first year of service, Krumwiede In
her second. They don’t regret postpon-
ing their educations to work for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

*It's a worthy project - I resally
believe in 1t," Boech said. “It's good for

“These are services that are:not offered by ariyghc'else. ;
[here’s'kind of a void, and that’s'where AmeriCorps

comey i

the e perience snd the scholarship.”

Those who complete 1,700 hours of
community work during nine months
in the program earn a $4,725 grant,
sald Jay Mar, manager of the Natural
Resource Conssrvation Service Lake
Agassiz Reglonal Council in Fargo. Mar
is directing the AmeriCorps projett In
North Dakota this year,

o J.,: “H. M_Wm P dhrgpicr

ine giai ves o used 10 pay tuition
or to pay olf student loans.

Boach, 19, and Krumwlede, 21, are
two of five people In North Dakota
working In AmeriCorpe this year.

In North Dakota, AmariCorps ls run

gh the vation service. The
program's main objective this year Is
to Increase awareness In rural commu-

th

nitles and on farms - particularly in
the southeastern part of the state - of
the need for protecting ground and
surface water from contamination,

That involves identilying

2urces of contamination
farms and in towns, and documaenting
*hoee sources, Krumwieds ssid.

“We put all that on a map, in case
there was ever an accident,® she sald
“The town would then come up with a
plan of what they would do In that sit-
uation.” .

Identifying possible sources of con-
tamination means a lot of knocking on
doors and saking questiona, Bosch said.

*A lot Is with farmers, and | can
relate there,” said Bosch, who grew up

B on-

on hl farm. “That htlpn.ml"!] I: vehicle
wit vernment plates up,
never know what z:'mln will th 2
The AmeriCorps members are also
helping ranchers In the southeastern
part ol the state implement per
s’nunl management plans. They're
ing that by sponsoring workshops
and by doing inventories of fleld plant
species for ranchers.
‘ Cl]:mnllunlllu t:‘:
lor local projects, Mar
"l'hmpm services that are not
offered by anyone else,” he said
‘Tb);"n.. kind of a void, l;lldn‘lhll'l
where AmeriCorps comes in a ro-
vides ass! And the beauty oflln
~program Is ... AmeriCorps does not
charge the community.”

uest workers
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Work begins on
Roosevelt trail

Volunteers being
sought to help with
milelong project

BY BRIAN DONAHUE
Staff Writer

ROOSEVELT — Borough officials
have found a way to take advantage of the
area's greenbelt in a way that will help
keep the natural environment safe and
give local admirers a better glimpse of
their own ecosystem.

The borough recently matched a
$2,500 state Department of Environmental
Protection grant to design a milelong
nature trail in the woods around South
Rochdale Avenue, according to public
works employee Gayle Donnelly. The
total sum of $5,000 was used for analysis
and design. Officials will decide how to
fund construction or work fees in the
future.

In the meantime, Donnelly and interns
from state and federal environmental
groups already are getting started at no
extra cost to the borough.

The trail, which will begin near the
post office, will contain several different
resources depending on the land on which
it is built. For example, in the wet portions
of the forest, boardwalks will be designed.
Other areas of the trail will be made of
crushed stone or woodchips.

“This will allow the trail to be pre-
served and will also give access (1o the
forest). It i§ all part of a master plan
report,” according to Alan Goodheart, a
Princeton-based landscape architect who,
along with the borough’s environmental
commission, designed the trail over the
past year. _

“Signs will mark the trail and certain
features, and there will also be tree mark-
ers,” Goodheart said.

Last week, Donnelly and a student
intern from AmeriCorps, the nationwide
volunteer program, began cutting “inva-
sive species” from the trail. “Invasive,
exotic plants come and take over (the nat- |
ural vegetation),” Donnelly said. “And the
area loses its biodiversity.”

Donnelly said future work will include
digging holes for small amphibian ponds,
and just “making the area accessible to
learn about the environment.” The project,
she said, is designed to be more educa-
tional than anything else.

Goodheart said officials did not have
to worry about regulations from state or
federal environmental groups because the
area of the trail was cleared recently to
repair a sewer line that runs through the
woods.

The job now for the borough is to find
ways to get the construction done, accord-
ing to Mayor Lee Allen. )

“The funding of the construction is up
to the borough,” he said.

For now, he said, the borough is
accepting interns to work on the project at
no cost 1o taxpayers.
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Amy Wilson, Southwest Oregon Resource located west of the Elkton Elementary
Conservation and Development AmeriCor- School in the wooded area next to the Um-
ps Supervisor and Brad Pearce, AmeriCor- - pqua River. A variety of trees donated by
ps member spread bark mulch on the trail Coquille Watershed Association were plan-
around the perimeter of theland lab which is  ted for a tree identification project.

Attendance at the AmeriCorps meeting in- Ronald Yockim; middle row, Lee Russell,
cluded: Back row, left to right, Jim Collins, Amy Wilson, Dave Harris, Leigh Baker,
Brad Pearce, Dave Jacobs, J.R. Van Slyke, Linda Higgins, Denise Troxell; front, Ed
Marcus Kauffman, Mavor Al Tyson, Cooley, Pat McVean.
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EnviroCorps workers toil on'island
in effort to stamp out Scotch Broom - -

By JANEY GOETZE
of The Oregonian slafl

WEST LINN — The bright yellow
flowers of Scotch broom are pretty
in their native land — Scotland.

In this country, however, the
plant introduced as an ornamental
species about 140 years ago has be-
come a threat to native flowers.

For the past several years, The
Nalure Conservancy has recruited

volunteers to fight the ornamental-

turned-pest on an island it owns a
mile upstream from West Linn's
willaimette Park. This year, how-
ever, it has special help from the
povernment.

Aboul a dozen members of the
EnviroCorps, a branch of the feder-
al AmeriCorps program which
helps meel critical needs in cities
and natural areas, are on the s
land this week. They are pulling up
young shootr
large cluster. -Scofch broom,
which some plaut experts also call

Crndts hmnmen

' cutting down .

The Conservancy, a private, non-
profit orgamization spectalizing In
preservation of patural areas,
wants the nonnative off the 20-acre
island to save the habitat of the
white-rock larkspur,

The larkspur, also called a del-
phinium because its full scientific
name is Delphinium leucophacum,
is found in only a half-dozen places
in the upper Willamette Valley.

The Conservancy's Litlle Rock
Island has one of the largest colo-
nies of the larkspur, which is doing
well this spring despite the Scotch
broom threat, said Daniel .. Salz-
er, the research coordinator for the
organization.

Over the past half-dozen years,
however, drought kept down the
numbers of the white flowers that

-bloom on pale, slender stalks.

For members of the federal pro-
gram, enipping away al broom
branches was wet work in Wednes-
day's drizzle. Nevertheless, several

enild tha asselenmont remsine ra.

rvé"kar&eé alotabout

the Northwest's habitat
and native species versus
the exotic plants.
Everyone is very
motivated.

' Kathryn Heriza,

EswiroCorps voluntesr

: wnrd!ng. both intellsctuaﬂy and fi- [

Most memben; ‘of Envimcorps
are 18 to 22 years old, though some
are in their 308 and 40s. Some have
completed college degrees and are
working, in part, (o pay off student
loans. Some are still working on

degrees, and their pay goes toward -

college expenses.

For Jonathan Mugglestone, 21, a
Colorado native majoring In biolo-
gy at Lewis and Clark College, the
federal program offers experience
in managing natural areas and
cleaning up waterways.

Before his crew wenl to Little
Rock Island, Mugglestone worked
on Columbia Slough projects and
helped disconnect downspouts that
could direct polluted storm water
into the Willamette River.

For Kathryn Herixa, 28, who
graduated f(rom Pendleton High

School and went to Pomona Col-

lege near Los Angeles a decade
ago, the EnviroCorps is a chance to

explore new ca~ - possibilities.
Heriza maj n English and
taught school .. Callfornia and

Prwrtland for several wvearn loas|

fall,

she decided to join Eaviro-
Corps to see how she liked working
outdoors. She had held summer
jobs with the U.S. Forest Service
while going to college, but she
never thought of them as full-time
possibilities.

“I've learned a lot about the
Northwest’s habitat and native spe-
cles versus the exotic plants,” she
said.

She also liked meeting fellow En-
viroCorps members from all over
the country.

“Everyone i3 very motivated,”
she said.

After they cut down mature

‘Scotch broom laden with seed

pods, the work crew piled the
branches on a rocky area black-
ened by someone's camplire that
obviously had burned oul of con-
trnl. But It was an area with littla

THE OREGONIAN
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EnviroCorps worker Kathryn Herlza helps pay off her government loans by
weeding out Scotch broom en Little Rock Istand In the Willamette River.

soll to mourish any seeds that
might burst from the Scotch broom
pods before volunteers can haul it
away to a compositing site.

The fire-blackened area was a re-
minder of the human threats The
Couservancy faces on the 50 pre
serves it manages in Oregon.

The organization encourages vis-
itors to study the plants, birds and
insects on its private property. But
visitors should stay on marked
traile to avoid trampling sensitive
plants, Salzer said.

They also aren't pertnilted Io
camp overnight, bulld fires or erect
outhouses. Salzer recently had to
remove one of those from Little
Rock Island.

People, be - can be greater
threats (o a ral area than
Srotch broom. =



s 5

= ag

A collaborating effort was made to continue Elkton Elementary School all worked
the improvement of the land lab at Elkton togethertoshoveland spread the bark.
Elementary School. North County Pictured left to right were: Lee Russell,

Economic Development provided money

North County Economic Development;

for the bark mulch and Boyce and Sons of Tim Wilgus, 6th grade student, Ron
Cottage Grove provided more bark mulch Owings, 6th grade teacher, right front, Paul

than the funds could purchase. Billand Roxy

Vincent, 8th grade student, right back,

Long picked up the mulch and hauled it to Ryan Brownson, 6th grade student, J.R.
Elkton. Volunteers from North County VanSlyke, AmeriCorps.
Economic Development, AmeriCorps, and

Elkton hosts group, visits Brush
Creek,works onlandlab project

The City of Elkton hosted an
AmericCorps Team meeting Feb.
2 at the nearly completed Com-
munity Center/City Hall. Mayor
Alfred Tyson and City Manager
Linda Higgins welcomed the
group and gave a tour of the
facility. They explained the
project will be completed in
February for an open house in
March.

Dave Harris, Oregon Depar-
tment of Fish and Wildlife (OD-
FW) gave a brief but informative
field trip to Brush Creek. The area
is a showcase of a variety of
ecosyslem management projects
Ron Yockim and Doug McVean
(BLM) both with the Umpqua
Basin Fisheries Restoration
Intiative (UBFRI) gave input on
projects, which was a
collaborative effort between state
and federal agencies, private lan-
downers and non profit
organizations and citizen volun-
teers.

In the afternoon AmeriCorps
members joined forces with North
County Economic Development
grouptoassist Elktonteacher Ron
Owings and students to shovel
bark mulch into wheel barrels,
haul to the land lab trail and
spread with rakes. A variety of
trees were planted around the
perimeter of the trail. Donations
were made by North County
Economic Development, Boyce
and Sons of Cottage Grove,
Coquille Water Shed Association
and Billand Roxy Long.

Sixth graders working on the
land labtrail were: Jennifer Baird,
Carrie, Ball, Brenton Breed, Ryan
Brownson, Sarad Complon,
Rebecca Duncan, Jods
Folkedahl, Darie Hammons,
Tyree Koester, Samue] May, Jen

AmeriCorps member Pat McVean introduces Mayor Al
Tyson and City Manager Linda Higgins. They welcomed
the group and gave a tour of Elkton City Hall/Community
Center. The facility will be completed at the end of
February for the open house planned for March.
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Progress Pholo by Grant Famimond
Joel Berg (right), National Service director, visits AmeriCorps workers at Rogers State



National leader visits Cheyenne...
AmeriCorps team looks for renovation projects

AmeriCorps/USDA projects
celebrated the beginning of the
second year of participation in the
couniry's national service
program during October with
Swearing ceremonies nationwide.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton's national service
program, passed with bi-partisan
support from Congress, that
engages 20,000 Americans of
diverse backgrounds in
performing service that meets
critical community needs in
return for an educational award,
which may be used to pay for
college, job training, or graduate
school, or to pay back student
loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are
working in partnerships with
states, local governments, and
non-profit organizations.

U.S. Department of Agriculture
will sponsor approximately
1,350 members in 45 states
during 1995-96. Members will
continue to serve on one of three
types of teams: Anti-Hunger,
Public Lands and Environment,
and Rural Development.

On November 29th the
AmeriCorps Team stationed at
the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service in
Cheyenne was visited by Joel
Berg, Director of National
Service (USDA) Washington,
D.C. Berg's goal for his trip to
Oklahoma was to .personally
meet and work alongside

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Service
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old shelterbelt in Roger Mills County.

AmeriCorps members. During
his visit to the arca Berg helped
the team renovate a tree row in
western Roger Mills County.,
Renovations involved removing
old, dead and diseased trees and
planting new seedlings in the
spring.

The team members are Octavio
Villa, Jr., Elk City; Jeremy
Moler, Charles Hughes, Robert

Jencks, all of Cheyenne; and
Brant Rogers, Reydon,

The AmeriCorps Tcam will be
looking for renovation projects
throughout the next nine months.
If you are an intercsted
landowner, please contact your
local USDA-NRCS office. The
Cheyenne Team will be working
in Roger Mills, Beckham, and
Custer Counties.

CHEYENNE STAR
CHEYENNE, OKLAHOMA
DECEMBER 3, 1995



By ROGERS STATE COLLEGE

The Rogers State College Conser-
vation Education Reserve has five
new caretakers this semester thanks
w0 President Clinton's AmeriCorps
program. AmeriCorps is the national
service program that allows students
to work in a variety of community
programs. In retumn, students are gi-

-,
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CLAREMORE, OKLAHOMA
NOVEMBER 19, 1995

AmeriCorps students work at RSC Reserve

ven an educational award which
may be used to pay for college, job
training, graduate school or to pay
back loans.

Arnold Hamilton, district
conservation-national resource con-
servalion service representative,
said the college’s reserve has five
AmeriCorps students working in a
variety of projects. The team's main

AmeriCorps trainees

Melanie Sumter (right) of Claremore and Heather Dawson of Now-
ata work at the pond on the Rogers State Conservation Education
Reserve. They are two of five AmeriCorps students working to help
pay for their college. (RSC Photo)

project is to complete the develop-
ment of the hardwoods trail, but they
assist in all projects at the reserve.

The RSC AmeriCorps students
are Tonia D.L. Fitzpatrick and Ta-
nisha Laverne Brooks, both of Okla-
homa City; Steven M. Southard of
Tahlequah; Melanie D. Sumter of
Stllwater (formerly of Claremore);
and Heather J. Dawson of Nowata.

“I think the AmeriCorps program
is a very good idea,” said Sumter. “It
gives people a chance to get out in
the world and get some experience
for their future and it helps to pay off
college.”

Sumier has a degree in animal sci-
ence from Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. She plans to work with youth in
an extension program.

“I am looking forward to this
spnng when we get 1o present the
programs and give educational tours
to kids who visit the reserve,” she
said. “That will be great experience
for me.”

Nowata native Heather Dawson
said she became interested in Ameri-
Corps while working in the National
Resources Conservation Service of-
fice in Nowata.

“T'was told about the program and
decided it would be a good experi-
ence for me,” she said. “T am plan-
ning on attending Rogers State Col-
lege when I finish the program and to
use AmeriCorps to pay for college.
The fact that the program is giving
me the opportunity to go to school is
the biggest thing for me.”

Hamilton said the students have
undergone training in the environ-
mental programs available at the re-
serve, such as “Project Wet, Wild
and Learning Tree” and other envir-
onmental issues relating to tallgrass,
forest and wetlands ecology.

“They have been trained to pre-
sent the environmental education
programs for the more than 10,000
visitors the reserve expects to have
next spring,” Hamilton said. “They
will present the various programs
and serve as staff members of the
reserve.”

Hamilton said the students were
selected from a diverse background
and have different environmental
concerns. He said the goal is to teach
the AmeriCorps students how Lo pre-
sent programs to younger children

.50 that they will be mare interested

and have a better understanding of-
the eavironment.

“We think the AmeriCorps stu-
dents will be able to present these

programs in a new way 30 that youn-
ger kids will be able to relate better
10 the subject matter,” be said. “The
visitors will learn more, the Ameri-
Corps students will learn more, and
the reserve will benefit tremend-
ously from this program.”

The RSC program is part of the
Oklahoma Natural Resources Con-
servation Service's participation in
AmeriCorps. Participants in this
program will renovate windbreaks
in western Oklahoma and develop
conservation and environmental
education opportunities in northeast
Oklahoma, including the RSC
group.

Hamilton said the five Ameri-
Corps students at RSC have the op-
portunity for self-improvement such
e e e ST T e

Education

as public speaking, management,
team building and study skills. They
also will be trained in nawral sci-
ences, stewardship projects, conser-
vation education, wildlife manage-
ment, environment and ecosysiem
relationships.

AmeriCorps participants may
serve up o one year eaming a
stipend of al least §7,945 and an edu-
cational award worth $4,725 that
may be used 10 pay back swdent
loans or as a scholarship for higher
education or vocational Lraining.

Currently, there are more than
20,000 young Americans participat-
ing in the AmeriCorps program
nationwide.

The AmeriCorps program is just
one new aspect of the RSC Conser-
vation Education Reserve.

This year, a new indoor wetlands
lab was constructed. Hamilton said
the lab will enable reserve staff
members to present programs in-
doors on rainy days, as well as pro-
viding a place for student lab work.

The reserve is a 120-acre outdoor
facility that features an amphitheatre
for programs, a butterfly garden,
walking trails, pond and dock,
viewing tower, and a challenge
course. Each year, thousands of visi-
tors take advantage of the educa-
tional programs and other services
available at the reserve.

For more information, call Hamil-
ton at 3414147,
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Rogers State Callege, Claremare, Oklahoma

AMERICORPS STUDENTS WORKING
THE RSC CONSERVATION EDUCATION RESERVE

The Rogers State Coilege
Conservation Education Reserve has
five new caretakers this semester
thanks 1o President Clinton’'s Ameri-
Corps program, AmeriCorps is the
national service program that akows
students to wark in a variety of
community programs. In return, the
students are gen an educational
award which may be used to pay
for coliege, job training, graduate
schoal, or to pay back lpans

Arnold Hamilton, district con-
servation/nationa resource conser-
vation service representative, said the col-

lege’s reserve has five AmeriCorps students

waorking in a variety of projects. The leam's

main project is to complete the development

of the hardwoods trail, but they assist in all
projects at the reserve.

The RSC AmeriCorps students are
Tonia D.L. Fitzpatrick and Tanisha Laveme
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[iSC’s Americoms students arc pictured working al the reserve’s pond dock

Brooks, both of Oklahoma City; Steven M.
Southard of Tahlequah; Melanie D. Sumter
of Stilwater; and Heather J. Dawson of
Nowata.

Hamilton said the students have
undergone training in the environmental
programs available at the reserve such as
"Project Wet, Wild and Learning Tree" and
other environmen-
tal issues relating
10

tallgrass ecology,

g forest ecology and
' weflands ecology
"They have
been trained o
present the envi-

ronmenlal educa-
tion programs for
the mare than
10,000 visitors
the reserve

expects to have next spring,”
Harnitton said. "They will present the
various programs and serve as slafl
members of the reserve’

Hamilton said the students were
selerted from a diverse background
who have dilferent environmental
concerns. He said the goal is to
teach tie AmerniCorps students how
lo present programs to younger chil
dren so that they will be more inter-
ested and have a befter understang-
ing of the environment.

“We think the AmeriCorps stu-
dents will be able to present these programs
in a new way so that younger kids will be
able to relate betler to the subject matter”
he said. " The visitors will learn more, the
AmeriComps students will learn more, and
the reserve will benefit tremendously from
this program.”

The RSC program is part of the
Oklahoma Natural Resources Conservation
Service's participation in AmeriCorps.
Participants in this program will renovate
windbreaks in weslern Oklahoma and
develop conservation and environmental
education opportunities in northeast
Oklahomna, including the RSC group

Hamilton said the five AmeriCorps
students at RSC have lhe epportunity for
seli-improvement such as public speaking,
management, team building, and study skills.
They also will be trained in natural sciences,

slewardship projects, conservation educa-
(See "AMERICORP” un paue 4)



The Mason County D

11, 1996, Sec. 2, Page 6

—ELSE‘ h

FARM FOCUS

Rod Atterberry, coordina-
tor for the USDA/FSA Illi-
nois River Valley Ameri-

Corps team, received a
plaque of recognition and
supports from Nancy Tegt-

Jean Stufflebean and
Roger Fahnestock presented

a certificate of appreciation
to Randy Fornoff for his

meier, Director of the Illi-
nois Conference of Church-

es,

support of the summer
gleaning program.

Sheep referendum

set for October 1

On October 1, 1996, the
Department of Agriculture will
conduct a second referendum on
the sheep and wool promotion,
research, education and infor-
mation order. This referendum
is being carried out under the
authority of the sheep promo-
tion, research, and information
act of 1994. The order will go
into effect if it is approved in
this referendum by sheep pro-
ducers and feeders, and
importers of sheep and sheep
products. If the order is
approved, it will become final,
and a nationwide program will
go into effect to collect assess-
ments from the sheep and wool
industry to carry out research
and promotion activities to ben-
efit the industry. A referendum
on this same issue was conduct-
ed February 6, 1996, but the
Secretary determined that the
results were invalid because the
procedures were applied incor-
rectly and inconsistently.

In-person voting will take
place in the County CES Offices
on October 1, 1996. Voters who
wish to vote absentee may
request an absentee ballot from
the County CES Office that
serves the voter’s residence or,
if the voter is a business entity,
the office that serves the enti-
ty’s main office or headquarters.
Requests for absentee ballots
may be made from August 26
through September 17. CES
Offices will only fill requests
from August 26 through
September 17, 1996. Completed
absentee ballots must be
received in the County CES
Office by close of business on
September 27, 1996. Ballots
will be counted on October 16,
1996. :

To be eligible to vote in this
referendum, you must have
been a person engaged in the
production, feeding, or importa-
tion of sheep or sheep products
during calendar year 1994

Preparing the special lun-
cheon of gleaned vegetables
from the AmeriCorps special
program were Jennifer

Clark, Wes Hilst and Mary
Catherine Peters at the
River Park Bed and Break-
fast. {

Donna Hines of the USDA
AmeriCorps in Washington,
D.C. presented Coordinator
Rod Atterberry with a
plague at the closing cere-

monies on Tuesday. “Har-
vesting Hope” served 3,400
persons with 17,000 pounds
of gleaned food during this
project in the United States.
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