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AmeriCorps Recruits Being
Recruited For 3 Nebr. Sites

The USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) is
continuing their recruitment for
the AmeriCorps national service
program,.

According to Jan Jorgensen,
NRCS State Program Director,
applications are still being ac-
cepted for the northeast location
sites of Ponca, Plainview and
O’'Neill. She said that the
application deadline has been
extended to Friday, Oct. 6.

"AmeriCorps is a national
service program that engages
Americans of diverse back-
grounds to help communities
meet some of their needs," ex-
plains Jorgensen. "In return,
AmeriCorps members receive an
educational award which may be
used for college, job training, or
to pay back student loans. Most
AmeriCorps members are work-
ing in partnerships with states,
local governments and non-
profit organizations."

USDA has three types of
AmeriCorps teams in 38 states,
composed of approximately 1,200
members: An Anti-Hunger Team;
a Public Lands and Environment
Team: and a Rural Development
Team.

"Many of the AmeriCorps
projects will be sponsored by
community-based organiza-
tions,” she said. "In Nebraska,
Resource Conservation and De-
velopment Councils (RC&D) and
the Department of Economic De-
velopment (DED) are participat-
ing with NRCS."

According to Jorgensen, the
five participants at the northeast
Nebraska USDA sites will work
individually with rural devel-
opment issues in communities
located within RC&D areas.

"They'll be involved in
tourism development, recre-
ational trail construction,
starting recycling programs

where none now exist, and
working to educate people on
proper handling and disposal of
household hazardous wastes, as
well as, other projects identified
by RC&D Councils and DED," she
adds.

Those with a college degree,
two years of work experience
and/or a high school diploma
may apply.

"A sincere desire to perform
national service, as well as,
learning about, training in and
working with rural communities
is a must,” she said. "Participants
will work full-time for a year to
earn a stipend of $7,945 to
$12,000 and an educational
award of $4,725 for successful
completion of 1,700 hours of di-
rect community service.”

For more information about
the program call Jan Jorgensen,
Program Director at 402-582-
4866. To request an application
call Shelli Moore at 402-437-
5309 or the toll-free national
USDA/AmeriCorps hot line at 1-
800-880-4183.
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verﬂtyofMlspouri-Columbia in the agricul-. -&mark the end of service for 12- of mid- -

tural economics department {5 an'expert on ; f:‘Miuo&ri 5 members from last year: SIN s
Geographic Information Systems. Fulcher :” ' "AmeriCorps programs 'In Missouri are
employed GIS, a tool for conductlng spatial’ ?‘ mqnaged by the lieutenant governor solﬂce.
analysis, to aid ﬂood recovery decisions in - “and Program Director Steve Schad. He over--
St. Charles County near St. Louls., .,-'1" %y sees eight programs stirewide wlth Jmore
“My goal has been to take this high tech: then 400 members $od <N g :
information and bring it to the local level. - <. “I haven’t met an AmeriCorps member

This is a major underta.king. ,Fulcher sald., yetwho hasn’tsald that lt\vasacddcal trans-
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the financial end ofit, but the moneyis com- -
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“For every dollar invested, they seea Sl 60- '
.$2.60 return.”

em:e o ” athe first. yea;‘o[ President Bill Clintén’s na-

Sprint. Businesses nationwide view: the pro- .
grarn as a wise investmenl. [ “F i
' “It’s clearly a program with a lot of supr

The program’s l‘umre looks less bright In
Washington. A Senate subcommittee headed

' byChristopher Bond, R-Mo., voted last week

to defund the program. Bond's press secre-
tary, Catherine Kaliniak, defended the
senator’s position on AmeriCorps.

“Senator Bond had to make a series of b
tough choices on program funding’ Com-_ ;

munity development block grants were a

hlgher priorlry than AmeriCorps. Knllnlak.

said.
The program has now become a slgn of

‘year of s service

the struggle for power between Clinton ar
“ the Republican Congress. Bond has su
, gested he mightsupport Amerioorpou pa
fa deal to get a bill signed. ~::-ri3
{“It seems AmeriCorps is belng used as
argainlng chip for Republicans to gain |
verage in budget negotiations,” said M
College Democrat< adviser Valer
Heitshusen. " .
Republicms supportedAmeriCorpum

.on, but that changed. .

“I agree that public service is an impc

- tantvalue toinstill in ouryoungpeople, [br

I do not believe this program represents tl

" _type of program the federal government c:

afford to continue,” Congressman Jam

Talent, R-Chesterfield, said in a press

lease. “Although the initial concept
AmerlCorps may have been noble, this pr

. ‘gram has become a system of pa

‘volunteerism’ for political causes.”
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rogram planned

or schools in Fish River lakes area

By Dawn Gagnon
Of the NEWS Staft

VAN BUREN — The homeown-
's and camp owners of tomorrow
ill soon be armed with the knowl-
ige and skills they will need to
1sure a healthy future for north-
-n Maine's streams, rivers, lakes
1d ponds. L
Raymonde Violette of Van Bu-
:n, an AmeriCorps volunteer
orking with the Fish River Lakes
'ater Quality Association, is gear-
1g up to pilot an Adopt-a-Stream
rogram in selected schools in the
ish River watershed.

The concept of focusing water-
uality education on an “‘adopted”
ody of water is not new, Violette
oted. The model originated in the
acific Northwest in 1991 and has
ince spread eastward.

The program has not only gener-
ted a better understanding of the
-agility of watersheds, but also
as prompted some to take action,
ich as monitoring water quality
nd holding cleanup days.

The Adorl-astream program
iolette will unveil in February is
atterned after one being imple-
wented now In southern coastal
laine by Holly Sheehan, a fellow
meriCorps recruit.

Sheehan’s program Involves ma-

rine or coastal estuaries. Violette's
will address northern Malne's in-
land walers. .

Violette plans to pilot the pro-
gram in about four schools located
in the Fish River lakes watershed
in north-central Aroostook County.
The schools will be named shortly.

The program initially will be of-
fered to fourth-graders ahd to
eighth- or ninth-graders, deﬁnd-
ing on which grade level I8 being
taught environmental studies at
selected schools. : :

Violette hope the curriculums
she's developing will eventually to
be used in schools throughout the
county. )

She has enlisted the aid of Aman-
dd Smith, an AmeriCorps volun-
teer working with salmon
enhancement groups in the region,
and Chad Bourgoin, an environ-
mental studles major at the Uni-
versity of Maine at Fort Kent.
Smith and Bourgoin will help Vio-
lette deliver the program. -

The Fish River lakes wdtetshed
has a dralnage area of about 890
square miles, 69 lakes and ponds
and a multitude of tributaries.

The major lakes in the chain are
Fish River, Portage, St. Frold, Ea-
gle, Square, Cross, Mud and Long.

The waterways that classes

e

adopt will serve "as departure
points for study In four broad ar-
eas: peography, ecology, human
impact, and prevention of further
walerway degradation.

In the geography component,
students will explore how their
chosen body of water fits into a
larger ecosystem, or walershed.
They will locate their adopted wa-
terway on topographical maps and
aerial photos and see where it lles
in relalion to their school and per-
haps their homes.

In the ecology portion, students
will explore food webs in their wa-
terway. Species of plants and ani-
mals living ih or near it will be
identified. Lessons and activities
will help them ‘learn about fish
habitats. ' '

Students also will learn how hu-
man aclivity affects their adopted
waterway. They will learn about
types and sources of pollution and
the causes and effects of erosion,
among other things.

In the final component, students

- will visit their adopted waterways

for research. They will attempt to
identify sources of pollution and
gain firsthand experience in water-
quality monllorinF as they test pH
and oxygen levels, transparency
and temperature.




Having recruited only nine per-
sons previously for the possible 10
positions available for the Nebraska
AmeriCorps/Team USDA Program,
the Plainview position has now been
filled by Nadene Chavet of Plain-
view.,

AmeriCorps is the president’s
national service initiative to achieve
direct results in addressing the
nation’s critical education, human
service, public safety and environ-
mental needs at the community level.

Of the 10 positions filled by the
program, five are located in south-
east Nebraska and five in northeast
Nebraska.

Chavet was recently added to the
northeast’s staff and will be located
at the Plainview Resource Conserva-
tion and Development Council
(RC&D) office.

Chavet graduated from Wayne
State College in December with a BS
degree in Business Administration
and is beginning to work on a MBA
program this month.

The other four in northeast
Nebraska are Mary Rose Backhaus
of Randolph and Stephen Wilson
Cook of Sioux City at the Ponca site,
Carmen Shaffer of Randolph at the
Plainview office and Bonnie Tyrrell
at the North Central RC&D office in
Basselt.

AmeriCorps members are avail-
able to assist communities and their
volunteers with rural development
projects. Community projects con-
sidered can be in areas other than the
three main objecuves of the group.
The three objectives are:

1. Identify and reduce the volume
of solid waste reaching landfills by

20 percent through establishment of

five community programs.

2. Initiate the collection and recy-
cling of housechold hazardous waste
by the establishment of one collec-
tion center, and

PLAINVIEW, NEBRASKA

The Plainview News ....................... Wednesday, January 10, 1996 — Page 5

AmeriCorps members underway

Members of the Americorps/Team USDA are, front row, left to right:
Mary Rose Backhaus and Nadene Chavet; back row: Stephen Wilson
Cook, Bonnie Tyrrell and Carmen Shaffer.

3. Develop and implement a
recreational trail.

Each member of AmeriCorp also
will have an individual community
service objective. ?

Shaffer has set a goal of updating
or establishing eight community pro-
files. A community profile is
information about a town. Each pro-
file will list a variety of information,
iike housing, (ransporiation, heali
facilities, education, among other
items.

Chavet, who is the newest mem-
ber, has yet to set up her individual
goal.

Other goals being looked at are
recycling in five communities, haz-
ardous waste collection day in three
RC&D offices, a strategic plan for

economic development of multiple
communities along the Cowboy
Trail, establishment of park
restrooms and flower gardens in
Chambers, develop an educational
presentation on the importance of
recycling and develop an extended
database of recycling resources and
providers.

The Ponca group has aiready
accomplished one of their goals,
which was a photometric index of
Ponca.

With the help of Ponca High
School students, Wilson and Back-
haus mapped and photographed areas
of Ponca to watch the increase or
decrease of waste material in parts of
lown.
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RC&D honors hydronT plonne\

By JOHN ST. ORES
Daily News Stafl Writer.

At a recent Executive Couneil

meeting of the Imperial
Calcasieu RC&D,

boComd!.Mthuh-
ten of appreciation to

or outstanding service in his

:ame an Americorps member in

laly, 1984. He worked at the

Vortheast Delta RC&D until -
lanuary of 1996 when he came

o Imperial Calcasieu RC&D.
He headed up the DFH pro-
ware and established the loca-

pLETS

fis schedule included meeting
vith local fire districts and fire

5ee RC3D on Page 5§

e 1756 DFH allocated

c: Dant:t:.ie _
Beggan Was mored with a
i : e

Charles Achane, pmumuff

- Charles Achane, left, Preskient of the imperial Calcasieu RC&D, presents Amer

' s (=]
voluniesr Dominic Beggan, left, with a plaque of appreciation at a recent Imp«
Caicasieu RCAD Executive Councll meeting. Phofo submified.)

RC&D

Continued from Page 1

chiefs, locating sitesforthe DF
with them, getting easement
applying for the 404 and coast
use permits, and submiiting tl
: prmactapphcanantahmlblaz
RC&D.
Beggan alao assisted the ni
es of Acadiana RC&D
their DFH project. Heconclud
his tour of duty on July 8.
*“We were privileged to he
had the oppertunity to work w
such L 8
Presic

Immg D

also welcomed on board Don
Haydel as its new Americo
member.
Haydel is a Jennings reside
a graduste of Jennings Hi
Scheol, and is in her third yi
at McNeese State Univers
majoring in elementary edu
tion. She the bmperial Caicas
RC&D staff on Ivov. i4and,)
Beggan, will be working v
the DFH prajezt, both loc
and with ths Acagiana RC&
“We are giad io nave Do.
with us and feel she will be
asset not only to the Americ
program, buttothe RC&D,”
President Achane. “Her kn
edge of the area and people
help her in her new duties’

JENNINGS DAILY NEWS
JENNINGS, LOUISIANA
NOVEMBER 23, 1995



National leader visits Cheyenne...

AmeriCorps team looks for renovatwn prOJects

AmeriCorps/USDA projects
celebrated the beginning of the
second year of participation in the
country's national
program during October with
swearing ceremonies nationwide.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton's national service
program, passed with bi-partisan
support from Congress, that
engages 20,000 Americans of
diverse backgrounds in
performing service that meets
critical community needs in
return for an educational award,
which may be used to pay for
college, job training, or graduate
school, or to pay back student
loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are
working in partnerships with
states, local governments, and
non-profit organizations.

U.S. Department of Agriculture
will sponsor approximately
1,350 members -in 45 states
during 1995-96. Members will
continue to serve on one of three
types of teams: Anti-Hunger,
Public Lands and Environment,
and Rural Development.

On  November 29th the
AmeriCorps Team stationed at
the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service in
Cheyenne was visited by Joel
Berg, Director of National
Service (USDA) Washington,
D.C. Berg's goal for his trip to

Oklahoma was«to personally .

meel arld work alongside

service |

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Service
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old shelterbelt in Roger Mills County.

AmeriCorps ‘members. During
his visit to the area Berg helped
the team renovate a tree row in
western Roger Mills County.
Renovations involved removing
old, dead and diseased trees and
planting new seedlings in the
spring. !

The.team members are Octavio
Villa, Jr,, Elk City; Jeremy
Moler, Charles Huglhes, Robert

Jencks, all of Cheyenne; and
Brant Rogers, Reydon.

The AmeriCorps Team will be
looking for renovation projects
throughout the next nine months.
If you are an interested
landowner, please contact your
local USDA-NRCS office, The
Cheyenne Team will be working
in'Roger Mills,' Beckham, and
Custer Counties.

CHEYENNE STAR
CHEYENNE, OKLAHOMA
DECEMBER 3, 1995
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Eivironmental team begins
work at plant center

On November 13, 1995, a
team of ten USDA-AmeriCorps
members began work at the
Golden Meadow Plant
Materials Center, Galliano,
Louisiana, as part of a Natural
Resources
Service, Louistana Coastal
Wetlands Environmental
Corps project.

The
team will be working in
conjunction with _the
Lafourche-Terrebonne So't
and Water District to eatabi:
vegetation along the shormi -
of Bayou Lafourche and nie - 1.
barrier island restoration =.
stabilization wusing nsilv.
vegetation. While at the Pl
Materials <Center, tiain
members will assist with
research  in plant
development, ' ‘cultural
techniques ~and (plant
propagation.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton’s national service
program. passed with bi-
partisan support from
Congress, that engages
20,000 Americans of diversc
backgrounds in performing
service that meets critical
community needs in return
for an educational award,
which may be used to pay for
college, job training or
graduate school, or to pay
back student loans. The
majority of AmeriCorps
Members «:re working in

Conservation

USDA- AmcrlCorps_

partnership with states, local
governments and non-prnﬂt
arganizations.

The .U.S. Department of '
Agriculture is ninning three
‘types of Ameri- teams in
38 states, i:ompoaed of

approxlmatql‘f 1,200
members: an Anti -Hunger
team, a Public Lands and
Environmental teadi and a
Rural Developm ‘team,
Many “'of the "AmeriCorps
projects are. apo jored by
community‘ﬁ Abased
tions projects
ar2_designed to fet things
done. while #boosting
community, op ty. and
responsibility. .
‘Plant Matenald ‘EQenter
manager, Gary - will

supervise them-‘
Peggy Lockhart, of
been selected as
Local area resid &«lhat
make up the team members
are Rebekah Richoux and’
Susan Terrebonne of Ga.lllano
Eric Arable .and Penny
LeBoeuf of Raceland, , Clay
Hebert of Cut Off, Branden
Goldman of Grand Isle” Jean'
Eymard of Lockport,  Sean
Bourg of Bourg and 'I'lﬂ'a.ny
Arabie of Mathews.

For more information on the
USDA-AmcriCorpe project,
contact Gary Fine or Peggy
Lockhart at the Plant
Materials Center at 475-5280.



Russell County Welcomes New Conservationists

By Richard Fulgham

No one argues that the state
f our environment is crucial
o the happiness and health of
Russell Countians.  So it's no
urprise that two new ecologists

have been stationed here, nor
that they play a vital role in
guaranteeing that our quality
of life -- dependent on uncon-
taminated water, air and soil --
will remain at least as whole-
some as it is now and hope-

Conservation Intern Jennifer Miller; Environmental Specialist Beth
_eonard and Americorps volunteer Marlee Salyer Fields.

fully be improved.

Marlene Salyer Fields of the
Castlewood section is a water
quality specialist from Ameri-
corps who maintains an office
in Lebanon under supervision
of the Black Diamond
Resource Conservation District.

Americorps s the natonal-
service initiative signed into
law by President Bill Clinton in
1994. At this time, there are
about 20,000 individuals of all
ages and backgrounds per-
forming critical “services to
meet human, environmental,
public safety and educational
needs.

Administered by the United
States Department of Agri-
culture, it provides its vol-
unteers with a $4,725 voucher
per year for educational tu-
ition, vocational training or re-
payment of student loans.

Fields, who already holds a
bachelor of science degree in

environmental science, intends
to use her voucher to work to-

ward her master's degree.

Marlene's major duty is to
educate people about envi-
ronmental concerns and solu-
tions in six counties: Russell,
Buchanan, Dickenson, Lee,
Scott and Wise (including the
City of Norton).

Besides presenting school
programs  in class and taking
children on "hands-on" field
trips, Fields works with other
specialists on improving the
quality of water in Big Cedar
Creek.

When not working on her
Americorps duties, Marlene
drives a Russell County school
bus. She has two adult chil-
dren: 22 year old James, and
Jennifer, who is currently a
freshman at Nortre Dame in
Baltimore, Maryland.
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The Americorps members serving on the Topeka
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SAFETY FIRST — Katrina Hine, of Moline,
talks with Rita and Jim Foster, of Edna, about

farm safety during the John Deere Expo at
O’Malley’s Thursday afternoon.

(Photo by Julia Clarke)

AmeriCorps worker pushes safety

By HAROLD CAMPBELL
Staff Writer

Whether It's testing water quality or
organizing classes for volunteer rural
firefighters or preaching the message
of farm salety, training others has
become a way of life for Katrina Hine.

A rural Moline resident, Hine serves
as the new U.S. Department of Agri-
culture's AmeriCorps program direc-
tor for southeast Kansas. A member
of the USDA/AmeriCorps Rural
Development Team, her duties are to
provide safety tralnlnlg for farm fami-
lles and to educate the public about
rural issues,

“There are a lot of little kids who
don't know that hamburger doesn't
come from a grocery store,” she said,
*and there are a lot of older folks who
need education, too.”

An example of a recent project she
or was a water quality clinic in
Chautauqua County. As part of the
project, water samples from rural
wells were tested for coliform, e coli
bacteria and nitrates, common ele-
ments found in water supplies in
rural areas.

Results of the tests are expected to
g; released during a meeting on Jan.

“At first, 1 thought no one would be
interested in this, and maybe elght
people would show up,” she sald.
"However, | was surprised at the

amount of interest people showed. I
think people are beginning to realize
that pesticides, livestock and other
different things need to be ed.”
She sald that Elk and Montgomery
counties have expressed interest in
having water testing there, while
Labette Counly officlals also have
sald they might like to have a testing
pro In thelr county.
though it was not in her original
lans when she assumed her position
t October, Hine also has begun
arranging training surveys and class-
es for rural firefighters, especially for
handling hazardous materials.
*When you think of what kinds of
chemicals are on farms, such as
acetylene, ammonia, gasoline, diesel,

there are a lot of potential hazardous

materials,” she sald. "Rural firefight-
ers have the awareness they are out
there, but they don't have the training
to deal with them.”

As a result, she has arranged for a
representative from the state firefight-
ers assoclation to conduct a haz-
ardous materials training workshop
on the first weekend in March at a
still-to-be-determined location in Elk
County. Rural firefighters from neigh-
boring counties, as well as fariners or
anyone else dealing with chemicals
also would be Inviled to attend.

“This Is a way for rural firefighters
to provide services for someone else
and protect themselves, loo,” she

sald. “I'm concerned that these gulys
are putting their lives on the line lor
some they don't have the train-
ing to handle.”

Saying more accldents happen in
agriculture than In any other occupa-
tion, Hine also has begun speaking to
4-H clubs, family and communily
education units and other groups
about farm safel[\;.

The focus of her safely talks, she
sald, are farm wives and children.

“They pick at dad untl he listens,”
she sald.

Her territory consists of 12 south-
east Kansas counties, stretching from
Chautauqua to Greenwood counties
to Bourbon to Cherokee countles,
which she covers while taking care of
her three children, Courtney, 12, Hol-
lle, 10, and Caleb, 5. Her husband,
Randall, works at Beech Alrcraft in
Wichita.

Congress approved [unding for the
AmeriCorps program, which Presi-
dent Clinton began as a way to
encourage volunteer service through-
out the country, through the 1996 lis-
cal year, but no funding has been
approved for 1997.

Yet, armed with her previous expe-
rience as administrative asslstant of
the Elk County Councll on Aging, she
sald she plans to continue serving
others.

*I've always enjoyed working with
people and helping people,” she sald.
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Protect your well water _

How safe is your drinking
wator? If you're like most rural
homeowners, farmers or ranch-
ers, you're concerned about pro-
tecting your own drinking
water, Did you know that your
farmstesd, depending on your
management, can be a major
source of ndwater contami.
nation? 8 means that your
family, livestock and neighbors
could be at risk. .

How can you find out if there
in a danger or if you have a
problem? Glad you asked! Cur-
rently um:i liu bn;nly one n:g;r

gram available to asxis v
S:“ta wall owners in protecting
groundwater. = . _

The Farm*A*Syst program
uses easgy, step-by-step work-.
sheets that rank each farm-
stead activity or structure that
could cause ground water con-
tamination.'

After gging through the easy
worksh ou will use these
rankings the additional in-
formational brochures to devel-
op an overall action for protect-
ing your drinking water.
Farm*A*Syst is a confidential
assessment that you can use on
your own, or by talking with
local experts.

You decide what to do with
the results of your assgssment
of your farmstead and rural
residence at little or no cost
and best of all, you are in con-
trol because the intent of this
' is educantional.

day Louisiana is playing
an important part in the
Farm*A*Syst program by being
& pilot study ptogrxnn stat for
the University of Wisconsin.
Louisiana is the very first atate
to help conduot a cost’/benefit
analysis of Farm“A*Syst. With
the combined effi rts of Ameri-
Corps members assigned to the
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, Louisiana can be a

pioneer in this progressive pro-
gram '

AmeriCorps is Prezident
Clinton's national service pro-
gram, passed with bipartisan
support from Congress, that
engagea 20,000 Americans of
diverse backgrounds in per-
forming service that meets crit-
ical community neéds in return
for an educational sward,
which may be used to pay for
college, job training, or gradu-
ate school, or to pay back stu-
dent loans,

The majority of AmeriCorps

Thursday, December 7, 1885

.
"

Members are working in part-
nerships with state, local gov-
ernments, and non-proufit orga-
nizations. .

The U.S. Department of
Agricuiture is running three
types of AmeriCorps teams in
88 states, comp of approxi-
mately 1,200 teams and a
Rural Devolopment team,
Meny of the AmeriCorps pro-
jects are sponsored by commu-
nity-based organizations and
all projects designed to get
things done while boosting
community, opportunity and re.
sponxibility. ;

If you would like to partici-
Fate or find qut more about the

arm*A*Syst program, pleaso
contact your local district con-
servationist. In East Carroll
Parish, please contact Floyd
Hooker our Lake Providence
Natural Resources Conserve-
tion Service field office, at 318-
669-2604 or call Steve Nipper
in Monroe st 318-387-8683.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculturs (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in its
programs on the baste of race,
oolor, national origin, sex, reli-

(Continued to page 14)

Water—

ion, age, diaability, political
{efs, and marital or familial
atatus. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who
require ;I:armﬁo}m means for
communications of program in-
formation (braille, 1? .
audiotape, etc.) she
the USDA, Office o:

(Continued from page 13)

ontions at 202-720-6881 (voice)
or 203.720-7808 (TDD).

To file a complaint, write the
Secretary of Agriculture, U.8,
Departmeant of Agriouiture,

DC, 20950, or call
202.720.7227 (voice) or 308.
*DD). USDA is an

yment opportunity
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Bowling for Virtue

Kill the welfare state, but save national service

BY JOE

EEKS LATER. LIBERALS REMAIN MYSTIFIED BY NEWT |

Gingrich's inaugural speech to the House of Representa-

tives. Why all the compassionate talk about the poor? (No |

Democrat could get away with that.) Has Gingrich changed his
stripes? Has he moved to the center? Become a statesman? In a
word: no. He's been talking this way for years, outraged by the
violence, anarchy and despair in the slums—which he believes
are largely caused by liberal programs. He wants to eliminate the

, | L
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But even if you empower citizens—as Gingrich might say —
Putnam's other factors won't go away. This isn't the 19th century.
And where's Wesley? If the welfare state is to be scrapped and

| privatized, civil society will need steroids. Gingrich wants a tax
| credit for charitable contributions. Fair enough. But more will be

“bureaucratic welfare state.” He wants to replace it with ... |

charity. He really means to do this. He proposes a “Wesleyan
revival,” in which virtuous Americans would feel morally rein-
vigorated, and give time and money to uplift the poor. “If every
American spent three hours a month helping someone who
needed it,” he said last week, “a lot of these
problems would disappear.”

Gingrich, as always, offered a reading
list: “The Tragedy of American Compas-
sion,” by Marvin Olasky, which chronicles
an explosion of charitable giving in the late
19th centurv. He might easily have added
Gertrude Himmelfarb’'s new book, “The
De-Moralization of Society,” which argues
that Victorian attitudes toward charity—
and poverty — were not only admirable but
quite successful. Such views are easily
mocked. Dickens trumps Himmelfarb. But
one wonders what Dickens would have
done with Jovcelyn Elders, Donna Shalala
and vour local, insensate welfare office.
Poverty seems more desperate, intractable
and amoral now than it did a hundred years
ago—when. as Himmelfarb shows, rates of
pauperism, crime and illegitimacy were in

Beleaguered: No time for society?

needed. No doubt, state and local governments can “nonprofii-
tize" many services—that is, pay private charities to do things
formerly done by bureaucrats. There is no reason social workers
need to be public employees. But perhaps the most creative —

indeed, virtuous —role government can play would be to provide
charitable institutions with a steady stream of young, altruistic,

energetic, exemplary (and cheap) workers. In fact, a government

program recently has begun to do just that, and with great

promise: national service.

“Everyone talks about unfunded man-
dates—things Washington requires the
states and cities to do,” says Eli Siegal. the
director of Americorps. “We're the exact
opposite: a funded nonmandate.” The
states decide whether to participate, and
which local programs to fund. There are
now about 20,000 young people working (at
minimum wage, while repaying $4,725 in
college loans per vear of service) in 350
nonprofit programs nationally.

Last week, [ called around to various
private groups who've been using the vol-
unteers, and their reports were uniformly
enthusiastic. “They’ve come into the com-
munity and done far more than we asked or
expected,” says Dawn Taylor of the Storm-
break Youth Shelter in State College, Pa.
(which runs, among other things—Newt

RAY F HILLSTROM JR

steady. long-term decline. The old ways—a society- | Conservatives { shcul_d ‘note—a group home for troubled teens).
wide insistence on moral behavior and exemplary | | “Their job is to tutor the young people. but they're
acts —may be the best way to lift the poor. But there | S€€m t0 want | not content with that. They've helped with fund-
is a problem: the Victorian charitable explosion oc- Vietorian raising telethons and lots of other programs,” ex-
curred at a moment when living standards were 5 | panding the scope of charitable activities in the coun-
soaring and when there were far fewer distractions. cha rity. but | ty. “They are so enthusiastic and energetic. And
We don't seem to have the time, or the inclination, who has there are a lot more ways we'd like to use them, if we
for altruism anvmore. the timie® i could.” Unfortunately, she can't: Americorps volun-

Indeed, we seem to be moving in the opposite
direction: the number of volunteers for groups like
the Boy Scouts and Red Cross has plummeted in the last 20 vears.
PTA participation is way down. The fraternal orders are waning.
Even bowling leagues are in decline—people prefer to bowl
alone — Harvard professor Robert Putnam writes in an elegant
article for the Journal of Democracy. Putnam attributes these
phenomena to several factors: less time (women go to work now),
increased mobility (people are less likely to put down social roots)
and of course—television. Gingrich disagrees. He believes the
aggrandizement of the bureaucracy has made families and com-
munities less relevant. “People don’t go to PTA meetings.” he
says, “because they don't like professional bureaucrats telling
them how useless they are. When vou emasculate citizens, you
can't expect them to be very enthusiastic about participating.”

JANUARY 23.1995

teers can't supplant existing public employees, a reg-
ulation that Republicans should jettison if they
choose to continue this program. (There is no reason why nation-
al service shouldn't bite off great chunks of the civil service.)

But the Republicans may not continue it. “I am totallv. un-
equivocally opposed to national service,” Gingrich savs. “It is
coerced voluntarism ... It's gimmickry.” These are spurious.
knee-jerk arguments. National service is induced—not co-
erced — voluntarism, just as his tax credit for charity would be.
And, gimmickry? As if term limits and balanced-budget amend-
ments weren't polyester legislative shortcuts. Programs that
work are miracles, not gimmicks. There will be a fight over this.
But expect the House Appropriations Committee to follow the
speaker’s lead and kill national service —which seems the politi-
cal equivalent of drowning a puppy.



Clinton Says
Service Plan
Can’t Be Cut

Defends His Venture .
From G.O.P. Critics |

By DOUGLAS JEHL
Special to The New York Times

DENVER, Jan. 16 — President
Clinton today mounted a defense of
his $500 million program that en-
courages young people to take part
in national service, an idea that Con-
gressional Republicans have in their
budget-cutting sights.

The program, known as Ameri-
corps, now includes 20,000 young
people who work full or part time at
minimum wage in one of 300 differ--
ent programs in communities

| around the country, in return for
Government help in repaying their
college loans. In an address here
today, the President proclaimed that
its establishment had been perhaps .
his proudest achievement.

But the new Republican leaders in
Congress have suggested that the
program be eliminated to help fi-
nance a new tax cut. Speaker Newt
Gingrich of Georgia was quoted in .
Newsweek magazine as saying that
he was “totally, unequivocally op-
posed” to the Clinton program,
which he labeled "‘coerced volunta-
rism' and “gimmickry.”

In a careful response today, Mr.
Clinton took pains to insist that the
national service program was ‘‘not a
bureaucracy.”” He said the program
should be spared from the spending
cuts that the White House has vowed
to work with Republicans to brirg
about because the program is al-
ready ‘‘changing the way that gov-
ernment works."

"“The purpose of all this is not to
wreck the Government, not to give
us a mean-spirited government, but
to give us a lean government that
will work with us to solve all our
problems,"” the President said.

—

After two months in which the
White House has embraced substan-
tial parts of the Republican agenda, "
today's defense served notice that
the national service program would
be among the features of Mr. Clin-
ton's program for which he re-
mained determined to fight.

As the President began a two-day .
Western trip here by commemorat-
ing the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. before flying to
California to pay tribute to the |
state’s latest efforts to contend with
natural disaster, aides said he had
already planned the encourage com-
munity service as a proper way to
honor the slain civil rights leader.

But after Presidential aides
learned over the weekend about Mr.
Gingrich's remarks, the White.]
House moved quickly this morning
in what a senior Administration offi-
cial described as an effort to “‘draw |,
the line’” around the national service

program and to portray its critics as )
wrongheaded. |
Mr. Clinton’s remarks here were
preceded by an impromptu briefing ,
on in a rear compartment of Air
Force One in which senior officials
who insisted on anonymity professed :
disbelief at Mr. Gingrich's stance.
Later, Michael D. McCurry, the
White House spokesman, ventured

Drawing the line
with budget cutters

l
|
who have attacked
national service.

into a room here where reporters
were working to volunteer one last
word. “It’s an effort that deserves
support and not a meat cleaver,”
Mr. McCurry said of the national
service program.

The President himself did not_
mention Mr. Gingrich by name in his

speech to a vast crowd of local resis, |

dents who gathered in Denver's out-
door downtown amphitheater to.
commemorate Dr. King's birthday
and to celebrate the Federal holiday
in his name.

Mr. Clinton's aides were similarly '

choosing their words carefully, say-
ing they hoped tha: Mr. Gingrich
could be brough® around. But
throughout the dav, the President
and his aides spoks: from a common
script in insisting that the program
deserved protecticn.

In campaigning for the Presiden-
cy, Mr. Clinton made his support for
a national service program a central
theme, and he and his aides were
able to celebrate less than eight
months later when Congress, with.
some Republican support, adopted
legislation authorizing the program
in 1993,

At the time, Mr. Gingrich ex-
pressed mixed feelings about the
program but voted against it, and his
comments over the weekend appear
to make it likely that fellow Republi-
cans may follow his lead as the
House Appropriations Committee
begins its search for spending cuts.

In its first year, the Americorps
program cost $300 million. It has
grown to $500 million in the current
fiscal year and, while the White
House has not yet submitted -its
budget request for the fiscal year
1996, its plans have called for the
program to continue tn grow.
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Can s_erv1ce corps survive politics?

-ur‘
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""t-?bfogmms are hard to de- - o(hemsc AmeriCorps’ 300 projects around the

fend. ¢ fledgling AmeriCorps, President country plug into existing programs in public safe-
Clinton’s nauanal service plan, is not one of ty, health care, the environment and human ser-

them. It’s a spiendid

Way to revitalize communities, vices. In Austm, Texas, for example, participants
Jgnsibility and expand educa- ~ clean up graffiti, immunize needy children and
i Catiscs that conscrvatives work to improve relations between police and the

and liberals alike can i::ﬂl.’fraoc. 3 community. Nitty-gritty stuff that might not other-

So why are congressional Repul bhcanslrgl 105 wise get done.

kill off AmeriCorps? House SpcakerNeMGmgxch *  There’s another aspect to this modest program

calls it “coerced volurifatism.” Hith? Last time we-;that consefvatives ought to like: It revitalizes the
cliecked, no onc was forced 'to jolh. The service - social contract between citizens and government. In

corps” 20,000 member$ aren’t éven volunteers. contrast {o entitlements, which demand nothin

They get the minimum wage, health benefits, child return, national service marrics benefit to sacri rce

care and an annual grant of $4,725 to pay for individualism to community. Participants gain sup-

cotlege or vocational training. port for their schooling. But society, too, comes out
An expensive bureaucracy? Come on. The pro- ahead when the urban fabric is slrmglhened and

ust $500 million a year, a pinprick in the work force is better educated.

the$l 5 trldlon federal budget. ) So really now, what’s not to like? It’s hard to
Even so, critics complain that the cost per partic-  avoid the conclusion that the GOP objections to

ipant — about $20,000 a year — is too high. That’s national service are not about voluntarism or big

in the eye of the beholder, of course. But the federal government but rather about embarrassing Clinton:
dollars leverage much more in private contribu- Get rid of a probable domestic success story and
tions — exactly the sort of public-private alhances deny him something to brag about in 1996. If that’s
that Republicans say they want {0 encourage. the aim here, it’s a victory for political spite, not

Glmm:ckry'? So says Gingrich. The facts argue cnlightened government.
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The cost of
supporting an
AmeriCorps
member is an
Investment
wisely made.

D f ::'ﬁx? Cc; //// S

How

hat 18 AmeriCorps? Accord-

Ing o Senator Charles Grass-

ley, whose condemnation of
the program appeared in The Register
on Nov. 4, AmeriCorps is an inefficient
and ineffective program, doomed by
bureaucracy and misguided principles,
and which will have little, if any,
effect on lower and middle-class
Americans.

This picture does not provide the
truth.

The cost of supporting an Ameri-
Corps member 13 an lvestmenl wisely
made. {The senator sakd il costs
£30,000, but the actual cost Is less than
haif thet amount and inctudes a §4,726
post-service award to help pay for col-
kege)

According to the Family Violence
Prevention Fund, every nine seconds
In this country a woman is beaten by
her partner,

With this AmeriCorps grant, the
lowa Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
“lemce has hired and tralned 20 Ameri-
Corps members to work as victim nd-
vocates In domestic-violence projects
across Lhe stute. Desplte Grassley’s al-
Segations, the prople joining this pro-
gram are nod the children of million-
aires who are looking Lo pad their

Ameri

lowa View/ SANDRA TispETTS MURPIIY

_—_—_-.-—’.._—._

< a7 N
g il coof
®

resumes while getling easy help with
coliege bills. AmeriCorps members
serving in the domestic-viokence proj-
ect will receive less than $8,000 for
their year of service.

Many have joined this program with
little regard for the minimal benelits
provided. They have joined becaise
AmeriCorps represents an opportuni-
ty to give back to thelr communities
and to work for 2 cause in which they
strongly believe.

The fowa Coalition Agninst Domes-
tic Yiolence is not the only lowa pro-
gram strengthened by AmeriCorps.
AmeriCorps members with the Depar-
ment of Public llealth are conducting
an tmmuanization drive for lowa fami-
lies of modest means. Others with the
“I Have A Dream” program have
“adopted” Des Moines schoolehildren
at risk of dropping out to help them
stay in school. More AmeriCorps mem-
bers working with 17 lowa enlleges
will fix up homes of older lowans who
are hit by hard times and teach kids
how to tatk things out rather than
shoot i out.

The lowa Coalition Against Domes-
tic Violence's AmeriCorps members
represent a wonderful diversity
amang the people of lowa and the Mid-

west, They range in age from 20 to 57,
and many are survivors of some form
of domestic violence. They come from
different backgrounds and from vari-
ois types of famllies. Several are
single mothers Jooking to set examples
for their own children ns well ns work-
ing (o create opportunities for them-
selves. Most AmeriCorps members are
working teward college degrecs or
holding other part-time jobs, carrying
the |,700-hour service requirement in
addlition to these other demands.

In operation since Oct. 1, 1994, the
fowa Coalltion Against Domestic Vie-
lence has set very specific goals for
AmeriCorps members. These 20 mem-
bers wiil provide 8,000 contacts with
victims of domestic violence, assist
more then 1,000 battered women le
pbtain protective orders, and provide
a minimum of 2,080 hours of educa-
tional programs to thetr communities.

Such results do not begin 1o touch
upon the effect of this wurk on the
AmeriCorps members themselves. Be
rause of this program, 20 people will
have a chance 1o create their own op-
povtunities through the skills they
leam, the eontacts they make. and the
educationnl stipend. The most Inypor-
tant result of this program occurs

/"7
Corps is helping lowans

o+

~

when a battered woman has found her
volee, spealts about her ahuse, and is
believed.

One of the coalittan’s AmeriCor ps
members snid: “Soimcone mice said,
when asked i she really thonght she
eoutd save the worlid, 'No, but I hope to
at least be able to tp the seale.’ ™ This
represents the ubtimate goal of Amneri-
Coups: to tip the seale by getting things
done that can be seen il fell hy ath-
€rs.

I strongly encourage every reader 1o
find one such AmeriCorps meber and
to ask them abeut their commitinent 1o
this year of service. I doubl their
snswers wonld fail to tovch and in
spire every reader in soine way.

In the few minutes that it took (o

read this, st [east 20 more wamen have
been beaten by thelr piartners sume-
where In this country. With the hetp of
the AmeriCorps program, inavhe one
woman has been helped, and the seale
has been tipped, ot least by a small
raargin.
SANDRA TIBBETTS MURPHY is Awoerd
Corps proviram coordinaltor, g Condi-
tion Against Dowestic Viobewee, Luris
Stave Office thalding, Des Motnes.
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AmemCorps pmgram 'z,s eﬂectwe

fier madmg S-muur ('harlcs
Grassley's cssay, “Why Ameri-
. Program- {s Flawed"

- (Nov, 4), i, as an AmeriCorps VISTA,
would likn to respond with why Crass-
kyisflawed . :
lmlludGrmley’ ' office to discuss’
his essay and to vite him t0 spend a |
day with me and see what AmeriCorps,
VISTAz do. His
only stopa in his Des office to
hl,bmahepnnuaedtouhythe

Giudeyugnud:nwamh
toc costly, inefficient and burcancrat-
ic. He says that it is political, noting an
AmertCorps praject in Los Angeles
that raflied against a piece of legisla-
tion. He then brought his arguent to-
mhr@nnummmnm

Stome magazine.
suggest Grassley do his homewori
admem Bow cosily are the pov-
erty, £angs; teen pregnancy, battered
muﬂ&dmngmﬂvﬂmw
' thoinks

'y,
A0Qa yeer Bving aliowanoe (I'm
mg.m .o have a iob outslda

e s T

nmstsaidhe,
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Ammmrpahemml'mondmyu ’

hotrs a day, seven days 8 week), and
wy $726 educational award are too -

Urd.l,l_rx many other expensive, bu-
resucratic ' governinent programs,
* AmeniCorpe will have an impact on

much for the 40-60 hours a week [ ded- . many Jowa communities. For example,

mwmmmm

- ohe of lowa's AmeriCorps prajects is a

As for being inefficient, yoa can't. Joml. effort among 16 of lowa's col-

qmnonmgmmuh*u
« gne project, In one state and think it is’
accurale and the norm.

» And ss for being buresucraiic, It is
mm:snﬂunmyotbrrmwm
Job or progrem. The paliticsi r:llying
s disturbing. At cdiantation it was.
drilled inwo our hesds thal cuder no
circumstances were we Lo be political
85 members of AmeriCorps One proj-
ect, located 10 states away, broke a
rule. Why candemun the thousands of
others that dedicats their lives so thar
othery may live a little hettex?.

The bottam line = this: [ lovow, re
gurdiess of what Grassley thinks, that
becase of Ameri{’orpa, our couniry is
2 better place.

~= Rachel A, Broeudy,
I3 Flewr, Buslding 1 Apt. 15,
Des Moénes,

= e —————

_leges and universities. Students will

asqist rural and urban areas by provid- |

; ing respite care for familles with disa-
bled children, after-school interven-
tion programs wiud a mentor program
for senfor citizens and youth. Those
programs are just a smai? part of what
AmeriCorps will provide to lowa com-
munities.

Financial gid for college 1s becoming
mwge of 2 loan system than grant fund
ing.

College students are leaving higher
educativn with more debt than any
other generation. This program pro-

- vides funding for college stutdentsias
well 25 work on many needed commy-
nity programs.
— haet Lo, .
3609 Peters Aw.,Sim:I(}ity
. rg
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MERICORPS “is what Americans are for,”
A a White House aide was quoted as saying
the other day. How’s that again? The
corps, in case you somehow forgot or never
knew, is the national service program President
Clinton advocated in the 1992 campaign and then
pushed through Congress in truncated form his
first year in office. It does indeed appear to be a
tidy and worthy though hardly an essential pro-
gram. It deserves support. But isn’t it awfully
grand to designate it “what Americans are for?”
Mr. Clinton and his aides appear to think they
can define the president and his differences with
the Republicans to some considerable extent in
programmatic terms. Newt Gingrich had said a
day or two before that he wanted to starve the
service program, kill it by appropriating no funds.
The president was said to be prepared to use his
veto power in its defense. The aides who seem
ever ready to drain every presidential act of
significance by explaining at length in tactical and
political terms what it was meant to signify
suggested the president was drawing a funda-
mental distinction with this one. Here was a point
beyond which he would not go in shrinking the
government; Mr. Gingrich would go further; let
the public, which no doubt is seized by the issue,
decide.
But AmeriCorps isn’t what the present fight
between the parties is or ought to be about. Not

Beyond AmeriCorps

close. Sure, programs are important, and posi-
tions on programs add up, but only to the extent
that they can be fit within broader themes. It's
the themes, the goals, that this president contin-
ues to have trouble enunciating. What is it,
fundamentally, that he’s for? What does he think
is right and wrong about the country? What are
its prospects? What are the problems aheadd
Where does he mean to lead it—in economié
policy, social policy, foreign policy?

Mr. Clinton has spent a fair amount of time
trying in recent days to re-legitimize govern-
ment. He took the occasion of Martin Luther
King’s birthday to speak against the notion that
“everything we do as a government is intrinsi-
cally bad. That idea is wrong.” The next day in
California he was calling the government a “part-
ner.” “My simple belief is that in this time, we
know that the government cannot really solve
problems for people, but I think we know that the
government cannot walk away, either.” Now
there’s a stirring formulation. Walk away from
what? What does he want the government to do
besides provide the earthquake and other natural
disaster relief that were his California topics?
What do the Democrats generally want the
government to do, and not do? You hear an awful |
lot of talk, but you listen in vain for that one.
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Fire Support Team to Aid Communities Ltem 5.

Vermont's Fire Technical Sup-
port Team (VFTST) has been
formed in cooperation with; the
George D. Aiken Resource Conser-
vation and Development Council
and Soil Conservation Service, in
order to provide fire prevention as-
sistance to rural communities.

The three person team consists of
Engineering Technician, Matthew
J. Calcagni, Education and Market-
ing Specialist, Sharon S. Quinlan
and Thomas A. Page, Team Coor-
dinator.

Matthew Calcagni will evaluate
and design water withdrawal fa-
cilities, assist with adherence 1o
engineering standards and specifica-
tions. He will also be assisting
with the installation of dry hydrant
systems. A dry hydrant system is a
permanently installed suction pipe,
that extends from the water supply
to the hydrant (a point above the
ground). Dry hydrant systems allow
fire department pumpers to have
year round access (o bodies of water
strategically placed throughout the
community.

Matt is a native of Barre, and has
recently obtained an Associate De-
gree in Civil Engineering Technol-
ogy from Vermont Technical Col-
lege.

As Education and Marketing spe-
cialists, Quinlan will develop
educational information and training
tools; will provide marketing sup-
port for the team program and for
individual fire departments. She has
lived in Vermont for 13 years, has a
B.A. from the University of
Maryland and has been in design
and marketing for over 25 years.

Page is the ‘person responsible for
the coordination, scheduling and
plan development for the team. He
has a B.S. in Environmental
Resource Management from the
Pennsylvania State University and
currently resides in East Braintree.
He has extensive experience
working on environmental site
assessments; wetlands delineation,
identification and mitigation; and
asbestos consultation.

Stephen Wilbanks, a Strafford
Select Board member, will be
working with VFTST. Wilbanks
feels Strafford needs a systematic
approach to installing dry hydrants
and reliable water supplies.
Wilbanks said, "A fire in a remote
location can be a nightmare. Sim-
ply locating the burning siructure is
a considerable challenge and then
finding a dependable source of water
to refill tanks can waste precious
time." In recent years, we have lost
several structures for just these
reasons.”

Tunbridge Fire Department has

o

recently completed their rural fire
protection plan which include dry
hydrant installations. Dan Patane,
Fire Chief says, "Tunbridge has a
lack of accessible water in an emer-
gency. We need to install dry hy-
drants in key locations in our
town," A committee from Tun-
bridge will be working with
VETST to help them fulfill their
water supply needs.

The Vermont Fire Technical
Support Team has been formed in
order to reduce loss of life and
property, improve personal security
and to reduce the cost of fire insur-
ance in rural areas of Vermont. The
team responds only at the request of
the volunteer fire departments
and/or the communities.

Objectives for VIFTST are:

To provide the skills and techni-
cal information to help 40 rural fire
departments in Vermont develop

HERALD / ROBERT EDDY
Members of Vermont's Fire Technical Support Team are prepared to provide
fire prevention assistance to rural communities throughout the state: (from
left) engineering technician, Matthew Calcagni; team coordinator, Thomas
Page; education and marketing specialist, Sharon Quinlan.

innovative fire protection plans for
their communities.

To have 40 rural fire departments
in Vermont fully understand water
supply needs and management
principles.

To assist 20 Vermont
communities find innovative ways
to carry out planned improvements.

To have 10 rural fire departments
in Vermont create and implement a
comprehensive educational fire
prevention plan with their citizens.

Because of the rural nature of
Vermont's communitics and their
inaccessibility to adequate water
supplies, citizens currently have
inadequate protection from loss of
lifc and property. Rural property
owners pay higher insurance
premiums and experience less per-
sonal security than their city
cousins,
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m AmeriCorps: Young
recruits in domestic
version of Peace Corps will
work in schools, hospitals,
environment to help pay
their college tuition.

By ROBERT L. JACKSON

TIMES STAFF WRITER

ASHINGTON —President
Clinton inaugurated his na-
tional service program for youth
Monday, swearing in thousands of
young recruits across the country
who will work in schools and
hospitals and help clean up the
environment.
The program, dubbed Ameri-
Corps, was approved by Congress

m LOCAL VOLUNTEERS
The one thread uniting South-
land participants is idealism. Bl

last year to allow youths to carn
college tuition or to pay off tuition
loans by performing community
service.

“Service is a spark to rekindle
the spirit of democracy in an age of
uncertainty,” Clinton told hun-

dreds of recruits gathered on Lhe
White House lawn in a ceremony
beamed by satellite to thousands of
others.

“Kvery generation in our history
has learned to take responsibility
for our future and your generation
is no exception.”

The ceremony, attended by Ifirst
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Vice
President Al Gore and leading
congressional sponsors of the na-
tional service legislation, was de-
layed several hours and later
moved to the front of the White
House from the larger South Lawn
because of the crash of a small
aircraft on the grounds of the
Executive Mansion.

Fulfilling a key pledge of Clin-
ton's presidential campaign, Amer-
iCorps is a domestic version of the
Peace Corps, which was created by
President John IF. Kennedy, the
chief executive whom Clinton most
admires.

At Clinton’s request, Congress
approved $360 million to pay 20,000
Americans to work in the arcas of
health, education and human
needs, public safety and the envi-
ronment. Mostly in their late teens
or carly 20s, the recruits will be
paid minimum wages and will re-
ceive health benefits and a $4,725

Associated Press

President Clinton greets AmeriCorps member at White House ‘ceremony launching the service program.

Youths in National Service Plan Sworn In

voucher for one yecar of work that
can be used for college or vocation-
al school tuition or to pay off a
college loan. So that benefits may
extend to as many as possible,
recruits will be limited to two
years' work.

Citing examples of the work that
will be done, Clinton said that
youths will be “saving babies in
south Texas, walking police beats
in Brooklyn, working on boats to
reclaim the Chesapeake Bay . . .
taking seniors safely to the doctor
in St. Louis and helping children to
read in Sacramento.”

IFor most, their work “will mark
the beginning of a journey that will
change their lives forever—it will
also change the life of this nation
for many seasons to come,” the
President said.

D epending on the success of the
initial program, the White
House is asking Congress Lo appro-
priate $1.5 billion for a three-year
program reaching 100,000 persons.
Several months of pilot projects
already have been completed.

The President paid tribute to the
spirit of volunteerism and commu-
nity service that has strengthened
the nation. “Every one of you
represents the oldest and best of
America’s traditions,” he said.
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JILL CONNELLY / For The Times

AmeriCorps volunteers are sworn in by President Clinton Monday via satellite link at the Universal Amphitheatre.

Dream Team

| Public service: The thread
uniting nearly 1,000 Southland
volunteers sworn in to
AmeriCorps is idealism and the
belief they can change things.

By JOCELYN Y. STEWART
TIMES STAFF WRITER ¢

With an economics degree from UCLA
and a resume laced with honors, 22-
year-old Anna Ouroumian figures she
could ecasily command a higher salary,
complete with impressive business cards
and a lofty title.

Instead, the young Glendale woman is
content to spend this year working with
a local anti-hunger project, earning a
modest income.

Her co-workers will be people such as
Garland Robinson of South Los Angeles,
who temporarily put off a master's
degree to fulfill a lifelong dream of
“working with the people.”

Along with thousands of others across

From left, inductees Anna Ouroumian,
Garland Robinson, Dawn Takeuchi.

RICK MEYER / Los Angeles Times

the country, Ouroumian and Robinson
have signed up for a “season of service”
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton’s na-
tional service program. On Monday, the
two gathered with nearly 1,000 other
participants at the Universal Amphithe-
atre for the mass swearing-in of the
nation’s first AmeriCorps class.

In Los Angeles, the one thread uniting
an otherwise disparate group of Ameri-
Corps members—young and old, middle-
class and poor—is an idealism reminis-
cent of a bygone era in American
history: the belief that they can be the
agents of change.

Like a domestic Peace Corps, the
AmeriCorps members will combat prob-
lems ranging from hunger and crime to
illiteracy and pollution.

“I'm interested in communily empow -
erment and showing people that
things can be done,” said Ouroumian,
who grew up in Glendale. "1 know it
sounds cliche-ish, but I believe anything
is possible.”

AL the ceremony, AmeriCorps mem-
bers listened to a-string of speeches—

Please see VOLUNTEERS, B3
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JILL CONNELLY / For The Times

President Clinton, addressing recruits to service program, tells them he knows they are “‘a generation of doers.".

VOLUNTEERS: National Service Program

Continued from B1
laced with words of encouragement and
praise—by Mayor Richard Riordan, Po-
lice Chief Willie L. Williams and Seere-
tary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Henry Cisneros, as well as past
and present members of other service
organizations.

“AmeriCorps will rise or fall with
your success this year,” Cisneros said.

peaking via satellite in a speech that

was simulcast to AmeriCorps mem-
bers nationwide, Clinton applauded
members for their commitment to
changing America and “getting things
done.”

“Every gencration in our history has
learned to take responsibility for our
future, and your generation is no excep-
tion,” Clinton said. “We look al you
now, and we know you are no genera-
tion of slackers. Instead, you're a gener-
ation of doers.”

I'or all its seriousness, the event—
hosted by actor Andrew Shue, a star of
the “Melrose Place” television series—
felt like a pep rally at times, with
members breaking out in impromptu
chants (“We want Bill!") and songs
(“Lean on Me”) while waiting for the
satellite hookup.

Performers Patti LaBelle, who
donned a black AmeriCorps cap, and the
R&B group Immature brought the
crowd Lo its feet.

“I like what you're doing,” LaBelle
said as the crowd cheered wildly. “Keep
on striving for the positive things in
life.”

The eenterpiece of the event was the
pledge that all AmeriCorps members

"took.

Standing in front of a screen, right
hands held high, they listened to the
words spoken by Clinton, then repeated
them:

“I will get things donc for America to
make our pcople safer, smarter and
healthier. I will bring Americans to-
gether, to strengthen our communities,
Iaced with apathy, I will take action.
Faced with conflict, I will seck common
ground. Iaced with adversity, I will
persevere. . . . " In return for their

pledge, they will receive a living sti-
pend—often minimum wage, though
some team leaders will make up to
$1,200 a month—along with basic health
insurance, a child-care allowance and a
monctary award for college, vocational
training or to pay off a previous educa-
Ltional loan.

Trial runs of the program this sum-
mer have received mixed reviews, and
participants say thecy know the work
will be difficult, especially for the pay
they will receive. But for some, at least,
the compensation is sccondary to the
life-changing cxperiences they expect
to have during their year of service.

Robinson, for instance, sees his ycar
as a way to help and to lay Lhe
foundation for a carcer in social work.

But with a degree in political science
from USC, and no experience, he could
not find anyone to hire him. “I asked,
‘How can I get the training if I'm not
given a chance? ” he said. “l just
wanted the chance to prove myself.”

A sclf-proclaimed “product of the
'60s,” Robinson grew up on 27th Street
between Central Avenue and Naomi
Street and remembers “a brighter time
in Los Angeles,” when people knew and
cared for cach other, he said.

Robinson, 44, has rcason to believe in
the possibility of change. In May he
became the only one of his parents’
seven children to graduate from college.

“I have a story to tell because I've
been there,” he said.

Like Robinson, who was active in
student government and other organi-
zations, many AmeriCorps members are
no strangers to community work.

Ouroumian, who graduated magna
cum laude from UCLA in June, spent
her extra time oulside the classroom
planting trees at the Nickerson Gardens
housing project, promoting environ-
mental awareness, helping with carth-
quake reliel wd working with a tumbel
of service organizations.

Last year, she spent her summer
break working with residents of the
Pico-Union area, organizing community
members in Summer of Service, the
pilot program for AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps is open to anyone over

17, including high school dropouts, col-
lege graduates, students and profession-
al school graduates. Thus the program
attracts individuals from varying back-
grounds—some of whom might have
been overlooked by other employers.

Before coming to this country four
years ago, Mayra Perez volunteered
wilh the American Red Cross, assisting
the victims of war in her native El
Salvador.

Aclerk at a shoe store, she is study-
ing for her high-school equivalen-
cy degree and will spend her Ameri-
Corps year working with an
anti-hunger project.

David Guizar, 21, was once in a gang
and lost a brother in a gang killing. He
will spend a year working in his neigh-
borhood in South Los Angeles, trying to
help the kinds of young pcople he once
fought with and against.

“I finally got rny chance,” Guizar said.
“This is my first job. I'm part of staff. It
feels pretty good, you know?”

Guizar will be working in the same
program as Aqecla Sherrills, 25. When a
fire at Jordan Downs housing projccts
sparked racial tension three years ago,
Sherrills, a resident of Watts, stepped in
and scrved as a mediator.

Sherrills will spend a year with
Building Up Los Angeles, where he will
work to establish tutoring programs, a
public safety project, gang prevention
and confiict mediation in the schools.

Beginning next week, 40 AmeriCorps
workers—including Ouroumian, Robin-
son and Perez—will be added to the
Interfaith Hunger Coalition, which ad-
ministers anti-hunger programs in the
region. Its annual budget of $320,000
will increase to more than $1 million.

One of the biggest assels AmeriCorps
members will bring with them is famil-
larity wita their cominunilies, organiz-
ers say.

Along thosc lines, Robinson said he
will offer a basic message to the people
he works with:

“I understand ana I am one of you,”
he said. “I'm just a regular person who
cares and wants to help.”

"
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.| Opportunities Act are on hold,
{ with passage expected early in

7

t’s fortunate for the
Clinton Administration
that ideas are cheap.
Coming into office with
a strong education track
record, Clinton and his educa-
tion policy team were full of
ideas. In the first year, the
senior education staff proposed
five major pieces of legislation
to Congress, jettisoned ideas
associated with conservative
ideologies, and refocused poli-
on equity issues.
But in one year only one bill
passed—the National and
Community Service Trust
Act—with only one-fourth of
the requested funding. Goals
2000 and the School-to-Work

the second session; and the

afe Schools Act may be com-
bined with the reauthorization
of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act
(ESEA), which Congress
won't finish until late spring.
What happened to all the
ideas on the way to a new age
of federal education policy-
making? Education officials
say Congress faulted their carly
proposals for requesting too
little additional funding, and
by the time revisions were
made, Congress had adopted a
budget-cutting mentality—

and their ideas cost too much.

Various education groups
fault the administration for
failing to push its economic
stimulus package hard enough.
Education programs would
have benefited greatly from
that package, especially Head
Start and Chapter 1. “They
promised that 1994 would be a

banner year for education,”

THE
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Clinton’s First Year

says Nick Penning, legislative
aide with the American Asso-
ciation of School Administra-
tors. Then he points out the
proposal to freeze discretionary
programs at current levels.
Such realities obviously
influenced Department of
Education officials as they put
together the reauthorization
framework for ESEA. Antici-
pating very limited funding,
they propose some increase but
pin hope for reforms on target-
ing monies at the neediest
schools. Currently, 76 percent

of all elementary schools
receive Chapter 1 funds; as a
result, poorer districts cannot
serve all of their eligible chil-
dren, while wealthier districts
get funds regardless of need.
Funding difficulties also
caused a merger between
Chapter 2 and a program to
re-educate math and science
teachers—together, they will
re-educate teachers in all sub-
jects. Based on reactions to

these plans, the administration |

or Congress must come up
with funding to cover new
policies and protect the num-

The new administration: full of ideas, short on funding.

ber of school districts or types
of programs now receiving aid
from both Chapters 1 and 2.
Otherwise, these key compo-
nents of the administration’s
strategies won't make it to

President Clinton's desk.

However, repeated funding

| disappointments shouldn't

| overshadow the importance of

‘ the ideas behind the adminis-

| tration’s first-year strategies.

! With Goals 2000, the Clinton
Administration would formal-
ly endorse the National Edu-

| cation Goals as a federal inter-
est, providing continuous
support to the development
and use of high academic stan-
dards and new assessments for
all students. Statewide plans
would encourage all schools,
not just a select few, to buy
into the national standards.
The administration ties all
the policies together neatly.
Chapter 1 would need to
include state plans for new
standards and assessments,
too. More schools would be
allowed to have schoolwide
Chapter 1 plans instead of

focusing on individual stu-
dents, and teachers would
design their own staff develop-
ment programs. And,
although no longer launching
a full national transition sys- |
tem for the non-college-
bound, the administration’s
School-to-Work Act would
focus on using the Goals 2000
skills standards in vocational |
programs. These ideas already
are being funded as pilot pro-
jects. Like a row of dominoes,
if an important policy move
fails to line up, the whole sys-
tem will be out of balance.

pecific legislation
aside, the adminis-
tration is emphasiz-
ing collaboration
and coordination

| among programs. For example, |
it would require all Chapter 1-
eligible children to have full
medical exams at least twice
before leaving elementary
school, combining Education
with Health and Human Ser- |
vices. Officials are also inter-
ested in education technology; |
| the Department of Education
now has an office for technclo-
gy, as well as plans for an elec-
tronic superhighway.

The administration’s first |
year resulted in numerous
promising ideas. But ideas
accomplish only so much. On
the financial side, the adminis- |
tration was reactive. “What if |
he had gone all out for the eco-
nomic stimulus like he did for |
NAFTA?” Penning wonders |
about Clinton. We'll never '
know. Depending on who j
wins the funding fights in
1994, maybe all those “cheap”
ideas will be 2in to pay off.
| —Anne Lewis

America’s Agenda » Winter 199,



Is Youthful

Idealism Dead

in the '90s?
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENCE

BY. AMY WU

he ro;i'd to AmeriCorps, President
Bill Clinton’s national-service pro-
gram, begins with an invitation to
embark on a journey to help fellow
citizens, to better the community, to
change the world. I was tempted to
apply for a less noble reason—I
wanted the money. o
Remember the days when idealistic
young people got down and dirty because
they wanted to change the world? These
days, money means more to college
students than making a difference. Na-
tional service is self-service. _
My roommate at New York University
flipped on a calculator and figured that
AmeriCorps wasn't worth her time—

$2,100 a year for three years, followed by |

$2,363 in tuition grants. A young man
with cornrow braids bragged he could
make $5,000 bagging groceries in one
year. A young woman said that the 900
required hours were too many. ‘
The applications that flowed into
AmeriCorps at the 11th hour did not maljk
an outpouring of do-goodism. For qppll-
cants, it was the money, an adml}'able
entry on their resume, work experience
or a stepping stone to a career.
How important was the money? A
college nearby with an AmeriCorps pro-
Please see SERVICE, M6

- Amy Wu is a junior at New York Universi-
ty majoring in American History.

flos Angeles Time .,

Service

Continued from M2

gram didn't offer students a living sti-
pend; getting kids to apply was like
pulling teeth. At NYU, the money made
all the difference.

It's said that today’s young people have
to be bribed to be genuine. On a recent
afternoon, I ventured into the NYU
student lounge and chatted with young
people about the President's program.

Many were enthusiastic when I told
them about the money, but their excite-
ment waned when they heard about the
three-year, 900-hour requirement. “Isn’t
that like joining the army?” one kid asked.

Some frowned when they heard about
helping inner-city high school students.
“They can’t pay me enough to do that,” a
young woman said bitterly.

When you're 18 or 19 years old, you
live in a world without consequences.
Commitment is frightening, especially if
you're doing it more for the money than
making a difference.

I was tempted to apply because it
sounded exciting, kind of like a trip to the
moon. I asked myself what was in it for
me. I was haunted by what a classmate
had said after I had chastised him for
applying just for the money: “Our whole
society is based on money; you have to
live with it.”

In the end, my hopes, along with the
application, went into the dump, and I was
left to wonder what national service
would really accomplish, and who would
benefit. It seems the President's program
was made for the wrong generation. O
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is-a'feel-good
| boondoggle

dd “pa.xd vduntecf’ o the l.mt of
govmment OXIMOIONS as. "uul
ilaty mtelhgcnce and nom- i%
csscnnalcm ployees.” ™0 o 1ind
Unforttmately, this tune, the joke *
- seems to be on the Arderican taxpayer as
- the Clintor 2dministration’s new paid
volunteers follow in the footsteps of ...
another federal govemmcnt tn uon -
low results:at a high price. -

. Sen, Charles Grclsslny }cnows a boon-

- doggld whefi he'sees one:/Tha's why "

“. the Conservative Towd Republicad;™: -
 whose altacks ori military sperididg dur—

ing the 19805 wowed liberal doves, is
,DOw pointing ott the inherent flaws in
the p:nd volunteer program known as

" AMECOIPS, i, & i ied i M
- AmenCorps is the domestic Varsmn of

5 r.hcheace , creited by Clmtnn b *

hc.rb Mg.gmflqm&medy
5The > diffefenics with Clintoa’s feel
'good attempt anid the genuine amcle is,

. .that Kengiedy knes how to geta lot ..:
-_moreﬁumthetaxpayers :buck: As . i
-things stand.”AmenCnrps iswellon the

" toad to becorhing another: monugent (0

govemmmt s hnsuwmﬁd scr.:tal pro~

gramming.’
- The goal of AmenCo:ps, 8 with Simi-
lar efforts; is well-intentioned. Young
le to develop a social conscience
and help others while earning cash for
college. But here Ls’Whém thwry aid'
reality part ways:] -~ £ Ll TG,
Ede e
Am:n
and every soralléd. ‘“Shnfec: 10 _f}q.‘ﬁll
their service Egllégation A ,;af s §£d
“Roughly, half goes toward salary
benefits for the parficipdat, he.
Oveshedd:and, admshﬁmmm
has riotéd. “Given diréclly
- the moneY <bent or ahé A}nenf‘ﬂﬂ* s

10WA STQTE ASCS

. ly more effeclive’

==>120272U4014

years of iticr and feés for lhmé full-"
time studenitd'at the University of Towa.”
Grassley has reason {o be unimpressed

with AmeriCorps’ overhead ~— and tax-
payers should be; too: The Staté of Pyl }.
Nebraska; fOfiﬂsﬁbce, received @i
$457,622 16 tecnit 23 AmtﬁCorps s
membcxs Thai vas 2 fratlion ynder *

- SZOOODperpersop—i-‘justtoagnmem :

Gras:slcy also quo:es a Rolhng Stonc
magazme article about the volunteers in
action as evidence that his criticisms are
on track. “Ih 2 littlg more than' four -
hours, 10' corps:members and a supem~
ot have fh¥asured i one wmdow, g o
glstallegl another’ and put onc Iock on 3’

0OL”  r R,

While it would cnme as a real surpnse :
that Grassley; 2 New Hartford farmer,
actually reads Rolling Stone; the illustra-
tion clearly drives home his pofnti ~

Furthermore, the new volunteer cmps
Is not § dxsm:mnaung, which'ls*"" |
politic: y cnrrect but fiscally question- .
able,.'.: % «, -‘i 1£ i_'. ST
' “AmmCorps isnota :-mg:am forthe ‘
needy. It does not exclude by i income .
level evén millionalrés; Tii fac-+*
AmeriCorps provides a perfect oppotl’u—
nity to play-the pohuml pationage game,
rewarding political allies by giving their

11111

" Constifiiats’ Enoneﬁar collége throligh'a

‘voluntéer? program,”:. Grassley said... -,
And hen’e s the kicker: President.iy- -
Clinton sought 16 increase AmeriCorps’

 budget by. two-thirds'if fiscal year 1995.

" No'doubt his’ idughtis to make up for

the meﬁmeﬂqes With’ volume

Gias;%s poinf is that there’s nothmg
wrong with a goverammient program 10

encoursge young beoplé o bechine. .2 -
more Jnvolved it their mmmlzmtm\ s :

- just tht taxpayers and Wirking families -

‘stiuggling to'send thiei yduﬂgste?s to¥
college withdit poverriment assistafice "
deserved “fa luss codly and dramatical--
achL; The alfzm\
native, he a}ntedds, jald be earmark,
ingmioney to'go directly. toward helpmg
young peopl EFt:t g'cdllege education, -

A bettet option is for Congréss to =
revirit the Amcho ‘questionand:
write bureaticrats and réd tape out of the
Systcm.' ig: LS p"_’; l:r w,

\bluntccnmn shouldn’r cost laxpayers
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'ﬂleGlinton
administration
brings
taxpayers the -
£30,000
“volunteer.”

Why AmeriCor

axpayers across the country
were rightfully outraged 10

years ago with the Reagan Pen-
tagon's $7,600 coffeepot. Today, the -
Clinton edministration bnngs taxpay— :

ersthe $30,000 "volunteer.” <. <

ticipant in a 1892 demonstration of

Presldent Clinton's new AmeriCorps=*

program, billed as a domestic version

more young people to volunteer for.'5

‘community service.

AmeriCorps is one of the few lnltw ;

tives the Clinton administration
proudly points to a8 a success, After

all, who can criticize a program that -
not only encourages America’s youth
to help thelr neighbors, but helps them -

pay for college at the same time? -
Nevertheless, after two years in op-
eratlon AmeriCorps stands in danger

of joining 2 long list of unsuccessful

Great Soclety programs. Costly, ineffl-
clent and bureaucratic, AmeriCorps is

nelther the best way to help working -
families with education costs nor a
true embodiment of America’s lra(],l .

tion of voluntarlsm.
The way AmeriCorps i3 set up, !L

takes $30,000 for each “volunteer” to .

complete his or her term of service.
Roughly half goes toward salary and
benefits for the participant; the rest is

overhead and administiation. Glven

" directly to families, the money spent .

on one -AmeriCorps volunteer would
‘be enough toicaver four years of tu-

_ition and fees for three full-time stu-
.--dents ‘at the:University of Jowa. At
That was the price for a smgie-par- s

Jeast five Pell Grants could be awarded
to needy students. for the ‘cost of jusf.
one AmeriCorps partlclpant; !

Then there's the way the program {s
being administered. An Omaha World-

‘Herald editorial recently reported that
"=+ the state of Nebraska received a grant

of $4b7,622 to recrult 23 AmeriCorps

members, That's almost $20, 000 per -
. member — just to sign themup.-

It 2dso has come to light that Ameri-
Corps pald a corporate public-rela-
tions firm $1.7 million ir 1684 to pro-
mote the program nationally. This is
nearly double the budget money the
Clinton administration requested for
the Office of Inspector General that is
supposed to keep taba on how Ameri-
Corps issendingitsmoney. .,

AmeriCerpsfsnota pmgra.m for the
needy, It_does not exclude by. lnmme

“tevel even millionaires. * © -

In fact, AmeriCorps provides a per-
fect opportunity to play the political
patronage game, rewarding political
allies by giving their constituents
money for college through a "voiuw
teer” program. . b {

Not sﬁllpfi'sin_gly, ‘politics already -

may have infected AmeriCorps. The

Loa Angeles Times reported on Sept. .
11 that a Summer; of Safety programin -

San Francisco “‘organized 40 groups
for & rally against the crime bill's

'three strikes and yon're out’ provi- |
“slon.” As a project of AmeriGorpa,

Summer of Safely gwes new meaning
to community service: using taxpayer
dollarsto fund a political rally.,

Nor can we expect AmeriCorps to do

‘much better with traditional service -

work. After Rolling Stone magazine
observed the “volunteers” in action, it
reported on Sept. 22, “In a Jittle more
thar four hours, 10 corps members
and a supervisor have measured one

window, instalied another and put one . “ ple to get involved in their communi- =

ties, then taxpayers and working ©

lock on a door.”

Despite AmeriCorps’ exorbitant cost
and minimal program experience, the
White House sought to increase its
budget by two-thirds for fiscal year
1005, Inthe coming year, 20,000
AmeriCorps “'volunteers" will receive
salaries and educational awards worth
$7.27 an hour, plus medlcal benefi ts
and freechild care. ™

There are more ef{ecnve ways to en-
courage community service. One sug-

" gested approach wenld allow states to

award federally funded college schol-
arships to needy students nominated

|
|
I'r

L I

-

rps program is flawed,

E
on

by civic groups, hospitals, churei
and others in recognition of successfu
1y cormpleted volunteer work. Such 3
appreach would honor those swwha hay
.served and eliminate layers of costl
bmaucracy

L8l v6/%0/11

. Moreover, communities would hav 5
more control over local service proE

grams than federal bureaucrats, Re

warding students who already hav-»—:
served might better teach the intrinsic3
value of voluntarism than the kessor™
implicit in AmeriCorps: that you don"1 =
need to volunteer when you can do the &3

same work for a paycheck.
If the federal government 1s to spon-

S0r 2 program to encourage young peo- !,

families struggling to send kids to col-
lege without federal assistance de-

serve a far less costly and dramatical-
1y more effective approach.

" Otherwise, any money spent should
go directly toward helping young peo-
ple get a cotlege education.

CHMILES GRASSLEY is aRepubkmn sen-
ator from Imoa. This is adepted from a

speech he delivered at The Heritags
Foundation, o Washington-based pub!u:
policy research institule.
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me
percent do

.. veason for the difference is

ws country

Thomas Sowell, an economist
and a senior fellow at the Hoover
Institution, is a nationally syndi-
cated columnist.

e,

it plu..
weturn the counu
. e state policies of the "6L..
It iepublicans are to regain the
confidence of the conservative
majority and earn the right to govern,
we must offer a vision which builds
upon the basic beliefs of the majori-
ty of Americans: distrust of an
expanding welfare state and confi-
dence in the strength of personal
freedom and individual initiative. We

of four from taxa.

everything else at a flat rdte o
percent. Investors and inventors,
businesses and laborers would pay
equal rates. Loopholes would be
gone. You could fill out your tax

wutla
collective, .

system, as prop
Clinton and individuauy chose...

- 10 e
bt s LETIIE S s o, sl y

CHARLES GRASSLEY

axpayers across the country

were rightfully outraged 10

years ago with the Reagan

Pentagon's $7,600 coffee
pot. Today, the Clinton administra-
tion brings taxpayers the $30,000
“volunteer.”

That was the price for a single
participant in a 1992 demonstra-
tion of President Clinton’s new
“AmeriCorps” program, billed as a
domestic version of the Peace
Corps designed to get more young
people to volunteer for community
service.

AmeriCorps is one of the few ini-
tiatives the Clinton administration
proudly points to as a success. After
all, who can criticize a program
that not only encourages America's
youth to help their neighbors, but
helps them pay for college at the
same time?

Nevertheless, after two years in
operation AmeriCorps stands in
danger of joining a long list of
unsuccessful Great Society pro-
grams. Costly, inefficient and

Introduction to the
$30,000 ‘volunteer’

bureaucratic, AmeriCorps is nei-
ther the best way to help working
families with education costs nor a
true embodiment of America's tra-
dition of voluntarism.

The way AmeriCorps is set up, it
takes $30,000 for each “volunteer”
to complete his or her term of ser-
vice. Roughly half goes toward
salary and benefits for the partici-
pant; the rest is overhead and
administration. Given directly to
families, the money spent on one
AmeriCorps volunteer would be
enough to cover four years of tuition
and fees for three full-time students
at the University of Iowa. At least
five Pell Grants could be awarded

to needy students for the cost of just
one Americorps participant.

Then there's the way the pro-
gram is being administered. An
Omaha World-Herald ediforial
recently reported that the state of
Nebraska received a grant of
$457,622 to recruit 23 AmeriCorps
members. That's almost $20,000
per member — just to sign them up.
It also has come to light that Ameri-
Corps paid a corporate public-rela-
tions firm $1.7 million in 1994 to
promote the program nationally.
This is nearly double the budget
money the Clinton administration
requested for the Office of Inspec-
tor General that is supposed to keep

tabs on how AmeriCorps is spend-
ing its money.

AmeriCorps is not a program for
the needy. It does not exclude by
income level even millionaires. In
fact, AmeriCorps provides a perfect
opportunity to play the political
patronage game, rewarding politi-
cal allies by giving, their con-
stituents money for college through
a “volunteer” program.

Not surprisingly, politics already
may have infected AmeriCorps.
The Los Angeles Times reported
Sept. 11 that a “Summer of Safety”

-program in San Francisco “orga-

nized 40 groups for a rally against
the crime bill’s ‘three strikes and
you're out’ provision.” As a project
of AmeriCorps, Summer of Safety
gives new meaning to community
service: using taxpayer dollars to
fund a political rally.

Nor can we expect AmeriCorps
to do much better with traditional
service work. After Rolling Stone
magazine observed the “volun-
teers” in action, it reported Sept. 22

that, “In a little more than four
hours, 10 corps members and a
supervisor have measured one win-
dow, installed another and put one
lock on a door.”

Despite AmeriCorps’ exorbitant
cost and minimal program experi-
ence, the White House sought to
increase its budget by two-thirds
for fiscal 1995. [nthecormnsyear
20,000 AmeriCorps “volunteers”
will receive salaries and educa-
tional awards worth $7.27 an hour,
plus medical benefits and free child
care.

here are more effective ways

to encourage community ser-

vice. One suggested approach
would allow states to award feder-
ally funded college scholarships to
needy students nominated by civic
groups, hospitals, churches and
others in recognition of successful-
ly completed volunteer work. Such
an approach would honor those who
have served and eliminate layers of
costly bureaucracy. Moreover, com-

munities themselves would have
more control than federal bureau-
crats over local service programs.
Rewarding students who already
have served might better teach the
intrinsic value of voluntarism than
the lesson implicit in AmeriCorps:
that you don’t need to volunteer
when you can do the same work for
a paycheck.

If the federal government is to
sponsor a program to encourage
young people to get involved in their
communities, taxpayers and work-
ing families struggling to send kids
to college without federal assis-
tance deserve a far less costly and
dramatically more effective
approach. Otherwise, any money
spent should go directly toward
helping young people get a college
education.

Sen. Charles Grassley is an lowa
Republican. This article was adapt-
ed from a speech he delivered at the
Heritage Foundation
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Academy lives up to its name

" Diverse group of 31
L at Mt. Adams Ranger
District among 700
AmeriCorps participants
in Washington.
By JESSE BURKHARDT
The se
The "Northwest Service
Academy has iis priorities in or-
der. In what is truly a casc of first
things first, 10 of the district’s 31
members arc building a snowshed
for the newly-formed group's
headquarters, which'is located in 2
trailer at the Mt. Adams Ranger

by President Bill Clinton in Scp-
tember 1993,

AmeriComps’ mission is “leam-
ing civic responsibility by pro-
viding service lo l.ltc community
and the environment."”

Participants eam a $4,725 edu-
cetional voucher in cxchlngo for
1,700 hours of community ser-
vice. They also receive $150 &
weck as a living allowance.

According to Jerry Gabay, di-
rector of the Mt. Adams cenier,
the NSA is alrcady getling starled
on scveral key frnjecu

One tcam of 10 is building an

“exclosure” fence around Glacier
Springs, the city of Trout Lake's

set up three 20-acre study plots to
help silviculturists try to roverse
lhoI cncwnmmg}u of c:ilnil'm

1 a project of special interest to
the citizens of White Saimon, the
NSA will soon be rebuilding
Hope's Place, which was the only
domestic violence shelter in the
mid-Columbia region until it
bumed down in May 1994

NSA pariicipants _have also
been trained 1o be firelighters — a
good group io have around in an
intense fire scason,

The NSA is hall funded by |.bc
federal govemment and half fund-
cd by mm{l raised by the local
franchises. No statc money is

fi
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District in Trout Lake.

“There's @ real deadline we're
working under, and we've got lo
get it done,"” says Steve Bean, 26,
one of the team stewards for the

roup. “This trailer wonl stand
our feet of snow on it

The Northwest Service
Academy (NSA) is onc of the
“franchises” of AmeriCorps, a na-
tiohwide communily service pro-
gram with approximatcly 20,000
imembers,

Congress created AmeriCorps
with passage of the National and
Community Service Trust Act of
1993, which was signed into law

QN THE FENCE -~ Two well-known While
Salmon residents are members of the
Northwest Service Academy team building
a fence designed to protect the purity of

waler supply. The fence is de-
signed (o protect the water's pur-
ity by keeping oul domestic and
wild grazers,

Another project is designed lo
protect the Sawtooth Huckleberry
Ficlds. Al the north end of the
Indian Heaven Wilderncss, fires
have been suppressed lor so Jong
that conifers have begun en-
croaching on the berrv 1mld:.
sacred ground 1o the Yakam
Indians. The berries don’t I.hnvc
in an enclosed canopy seiling, so
the Yakama Tribal Council and
the FForest Service are combiniag
to help fund the NSA, which will

Phole by fesse Burkhanil

Trout Lake's water supply. Troy Webster
tielt) ang CGhed Walkar
players on the
football team.

weic all-star
1993 Columbia Bruins

mvolved,

"We have to raise our share,”
explains Gabay, “and we welconie
corporate sponsorships.”

here arc approximately 700
AmerCorps participants in Wash
ingion, and 400 in Oregon. Ages
of crew members range from 18
to 50 years.

“Il i1 seems like we're still
leaming, it's because we ure,”
says Tobi Wright, onc of those
assigned to help with the Trout
Lake lence project.

Before coming v Trout Lake,

Academ‘/

i —————

-h. had ixen
staence and o hi
Cuilege in Now Mexww. Her parcnts
Irve 1n Tumbes Valley

“I's great 1o do somcthing
means something mstead of woting
n a grocery siore,” says Wnghi
“This gives me a hands-on @ cnvi
ronmenial engineering.”

SOt env

MLy ak >

Gabay points oul that the
AmeriCorps funding is set [or anly
one seaso. and he is concern a
it tmight nol win CONgressional .

prova ncsi time around.

“The NSA is & marvelous cx-
periment in trying lo tcwlallz: the
mid-Columbia rcgion,” Gabay ex-
plains. “The more local support we
have, and the more our politcal
representatives arc aware of us, the
higher the odds that we gei re-
funded.”

“There just isn't anything like this
for rural youth or adults, and [ think
it's great,” says Chris Nielsen, & team
sieward. Nielsen has lived in Trou
Lake [or 17 years.

Sharon Wright, 50, is the elder
member of the Trout Lake team. She
is micn.ued in finishing her degrec in
psychology, which she staried al

See ACADEMY, Page 5

Ohio Staic University.
“] think she is a good morale

builder for our tcam. She's & mother

{Con i from Page 1)—

s wh sy ghg'n 8 Wim-

cn
: family at-
sccepled as

sl says he pl dylrg
I & police r, ftceror s i
r he cams his educationa

s sdmits that he is enjoying
¢ 10 work outdoors.
il winter," he adds with a grin

O.bay‘ wha worked for the Fores
Service in Mosier belore taking th
NSA rposition, believes th
AmenCorps program holds a lot o
promise [ur the future.

"“People who come oul of a year ¢
ralional service will go back to the
emmunilies, and the communit
will be better for iL,” he says. “Thet
are people who will work to ma)
things betier. These will be U
leaders on the county comumissic
and the city council. It's an amazit
opFonunity that hasn't been arow

ore.”




11/02/94

ST e L USDA FS ADM e TS
— s "} -] 2.5
W ERTERFRISE ke
Bnerni-Litire Soeob, Ut T

s 535@’5@;‘%‘?@%§§%§§§}

Trout Lake’s gooc Citizen

On Sept. 12, the AmeriCorps community
service program celebrated its genesis with
ralies in Seattle and Portland. Created by
Congress and signed into law by President Bill
Clinton in 1893, AmeriCorps is designed to help

—revitalize communities with projects that will

sérve the health, education, environmental and
public safety needs of citizens.

Participants in the program — there are about
1,100 in Washington and Oregon — are not
paid; rather they receive educational vouchers
to the tune of $4,725 for a year of service
(approximately 1,700 hours), which can be
used to pay for schooling at virtually any
accredited institution. Participants also receive
a weekly stipend to cover living expenses.

Up the road in Trout M.ake, a group of
Individuals of all ages are at work trying to do
what they can to rebuild the infrastructure of
rural communities in this area while earning
thelr scholarships.

Known in the region as the Northwest Service
Academy (NSA), the team has begun to tackle
a previously neglected list of environmentally-
supportive and community-oriented projects.

There are 31 people, 18 men and 13 women,
headquartered in Trout Lake. Most of them are
living in old Forest Service crew dorms at the
Mt. Adams Ranger District. They come from all
over the area, and have a lot of different ideas
about what they want to do with their lives. But
most have a common dream: they want to
further their education and expand their oppor-
tunities while serving the region in which they
live.

Projects currently on tap include construction

October 13, 199

of a fence to help protect Trout | 5 water
supply; rebuilding Hope's ' ace, jomestic
violence shelter in White Saliion; ar  just over
the border in Skamania County, setting up
study plots to find ways to pro.zct the Sawtooth
Huckleberry Fields. These are extremely worthy
causes.

Jerry Gabay, director of the Mt Adams
Center of the NSA, has the right idea. He talks
about the eyes of the people he ¢ s, how
they light up when they learn something new or
see one of their projects take sr He talks

about how NSA paricipants are likely to
become community leaders in the
years. And because of all these positive
outcomes, he talks about how good he feels
about what the NSA is accomplishing.

Gabay sees cause for concern, however, in

the fact that AmeriCorps has been funded for
only one year. Since AmeriCorps and its
network of local organizations partially
funded through the federal government, Gabay
sees a very real threat that the tcderal govern-
ment could withhold funding in the future, It's
conceivable that the noble concept could die
after Just one year.

That would be a travesty.

The AmeriCorps project appeais ¢ have the
potential to create a whirlwind of positive

results, not only in the lives ot the people
making the investment in their futures, but also
for countless communities.

The hope here is that AmeriCorps and the
NSA will receive the recognition it deserves,
and in the process win some champions in
Congress. JB
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Americorps group sponsors
Farm-a-Syst program

If you're like most farmers,
you're concerned about protect-
ing your drinking water. And
you may know that the farm-
stead, your house, building and
the facilities around it-can be a
major source of groundwater
contamination, depending on
your management. This means
that your family, livestock and
those living down the road
could be at risk.

Knowing these facts may
provide the motivation for
action. But many rural resi-
dents aren’t sure where to go
for help. Now there’s a volun-
tary farmstead assessment sys-
tem designed to give you the
answers you need to protect
your groundwater.

The Farm-A-Syst program

uses easy, step-by-step work-
sheets that rank each farm-
stead activity or structure that
could cause groundwater con-
tamination. The assessment
also rates soil, geologic and
hydrologic features of the farm-
stead to give an overall picture
of potential and actual water
quality problems at the site.
You'll use these rankings and
companion informational
brochures to develop an overall
action plan for protecting your
drinking water. Farm-A-Syst
also provides information on
technical, educational assis-
tance for carrying out your
plan. Farm-A-Syst is a confi-
dential assessment that you can
use on your own, or with the
help of the Americorps Mason
County Team. You decide what

to do with the results of your
assessment and keep your
action plan in your private
records.

The Farm-A-Syst program
provides a comprehensive, prac-
tical approach to protecting our
groundwater, a resource we
cannot afford to lose.

For more information on this
free program, or to schedule
your assessment, please call the
Maso. County FSA at 543-
2582, and ask to speak with an
Americorp Member.

Americorps is President Clin-
ton’s national service initiative
to achieve direct results in
addressing the nation’s critical
education, human service, pub-
lic safety and environmental
needs at the community level.



National leader visits Cheyenne...

AmeriCorps team looks for re

AmeriCorps/lUSDA projects
celebrated the beginning of the
second year of participation in the
country's national service
program during October with
swearing ceremonies nationwide.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton's national service
program, passed with bi-partisan
support from Congress, that
engages 20,000 Americans of
diverse backgrounds in
performing service that meets
critical community needs in
return for an educational award,
which may be used to pay for
college, job training, or graduate
school, or to pay back student
loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are
working in partnerships with
states, local governments, and
non-profit organizations.

U.S. Department of Agriculture
will sponsor approximately
1,350 members in 45 states
during 1995-96. Members will
continue to serve on one of three
types of teams: Anti-Hunger,
Public Lands and Environment,
and Rural Development.

On November 29th the
AmeriCorps Team stationed at
the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service in
Cheyenne was visited by Joel
Berg, Director of National
Service (USDA) Washington,
D.C. Berg's goal for his trip to
Oklahoma was to personally
meet and work alongside

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Service
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old shelterbelt in Roger Mills County.

AmeriCorps members. During
his visit to the area Berg helped
the team renovate a tree row in
western Roger Mills County.
Renovations involved removing
old, dead and diseased trees and
planting new seedlings in the
spring.

The team members are Octavio
Villa, Jr., Elk City; Jeremy
Moler, Charles Hughes, Robert

Jencks, all of Cheyenne; and
Brant Rogers, Reydon.

The AmeriCorps Team will be
looking for renovation projects
throughout the next nine months,
If you are an interested
landowner, please contact your
local USDA-NRCS office. The
Cheyenne Team will be working
in Roger Mills, Beckham, and
Custer Counties.

CHEYENNE STAR
CHEYENNE, OKLAHOMA
DECEMBER 3, 1995
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Protect your well water

How safe is your drinking
water? If you're like most rural
homeowners, farmers or ranch-
ers, you're concerned about pro-
tecting your own drinking
water. Did you know that your
farmstead, depending on your
management, can be a major
source of groundwater contami-
nation? This means that your
family, livestock and neighbors
could be at risk. v d

How can you find out if there
ir a danger or if you have a
problem? Glad you asked! Cur-
rently there is only one major
program available to assist pri-
vate well owners in protecting

andwater. . .

Jhe Farm®*A*Syst program
uses easgy, step-by-step work-
sheets that rank each farm-

stead activity or structure that

could cause ground water con-
tamination.

After gging through the easy
worksheets, you will use these
rankings and the additional in-
formational brochures to devel-
op an overall action for protect-
ing your drinking water.
Farm*A*Syst is a confidential
assessment that you cap use on
your own, or by talking with
local experts.

Water—

You decide what to do with
the results of your assessment
of your farmstead and rural

residence at little or no cost:

and best of all, you are in con-
trol because the intent of this
program is educational.

Today Louisiana is playing
an important part in the
Farm*A*Syst program by being
a pilot study program stat for
the University of Wisconsin.
Louisiana is the very first state
to help conduct a cost/benefit
analysis of Farm“A*Syst, With
the combined effi rts of Ameri-
Corps members assigned to the
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, Louisiana can be a
pioneer in this progressive pro-
AmeriCorps is President
Clinton's national service pro-
gram, passed with bipartisan
support from Congress, that
engage’ 20,000 Americans of
diverse backgrounds in per-
forming servics that meets crit-
jcal community neéds in return
for an educational award,
which may be used to pay for
college, job training, or gradu-
ate school, or to pay back stu-
dent loans.

The majority of AmeriCorps

Members are working in part-
nerships with state, local gov-
ernments, and non-profit orga-
nizations. o
“The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is running three
types of AmeriCorps teams in
88 states, composed of approxi-
mately 1,200 teams and a
Rural Development team.
Many of the AmeriCorps pro-
Jjects are sponsored by commu-
nity-based organizations and
all projects designed to get
things done while boosting
community, opportunity and re-
sponsibility, :
If you would like to partici-
te or find out more about the
arm*A*Syst program, please
contact your local district con-
servationist. In East Carroll
Parish, please contact Floyd
Hooker our Lake Providence
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service field office, at 318-
659-2604 or call Steve Nipper
in Monroe at 318-387-8683.
~ The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in its
programs on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, reli-

(Continued to page 14)

ion, age, disability, political

liefs, and marital or familial
status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs,)
Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for
communications of program in-
formation (braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact
the USDA, Office of Communi-

(Continued from page 13)

cations at 202-720-5881 (voice)
or 202.720-7808 (TDD).

To file a complaint, writa the
Secretary of Agriculture, U.8,
Departmeant of Agriculture,
Washington, DC, 20250, or call
202-720-7327 (voice) or 202
720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an
equal employment opportunity
employer.



Farm*A*Syst program to aid
" testing drinking water

How safe is your drinking water?
If you're like most rural homeown-
ers, farmers or ranchers, you're con-
cerned about protecting your own
drinking water. Did you know that
your farmstead, depending on your
management, can be a major source
of groundwater contamination? This
means that your family, livestock
and neighbors could be at risk.

How can you find out If there is a
danger or if you have a problem?
Glad you asked! Currently there is
only one major program available (o
assist private well owners in j -
ing groundwater. The Parm®A*Syst
program uses easy, step-by-step
worksheets that rank each farmstead

_activity or structure that could cause
groundwater contamination.

After going through the easy

workshacls, you will use these rank-
ings and the additional information-
al brochures to develop an overall
action for protecting your drinking
“w. PAmn*A*Syst is a confiden-

Bsessment that you can use on
. -+ own, or by talking with local
experts. You decide what to do with
the results of your assessment of
your farmstead and keep your action
plan in your private records, It's like
having a detalled envigonmeptal
assessmenit of your farmstead and

"HGratrosidehodta tete-or o wad*
and best of all, you are in control
because the intent of this program is

Today Louisiana is playing an
inportant part jn the Parm* A*Syst
program by being a pilot study pro-
gram state for the University of Wis-
consin. Louisiapa is ‘the very first
state to help conduct a costbenefit
analysis of Parm®A* Syst. With the
combined efforts of AumiCo:p:
members assigned to the

Louulmmbelpicmoerlnlhis
progressive program. .,
AnmiCorpi Is Pruident Clin-

ton's national service program,

nassed with bipartisan support from
“gress, that engages 20,000
aricans of diverse backgrounds

o performing service that meets

critical comumunity needs in return

for an educational award, which
may be used to pay for college, job
training, or graduate school, or to
pay back student loans. The majori-

‘Many of the

Natural
Resources Conservation Service,

organizations. -
The US. De.mment of Agricul-
ture is running types of Ameri-

Corps teams in 38 states, composed
of approximately 1,200 members:
an Anti-Hunger Team, a Public
Lands and Environmental Team, |
and a Rural Development Team.
projects |
are sponsored by communily-based |
organizations and all projects |
designed to get ﬂunga done, while
boosting community, opponunity,
and responsibility. - :

If you would like to partici pau: or
find out more about the
Parm®*A*Syst program, plcase con-
tact your local district conscrvation-
ist. In Union Parish, please contact
Jerry Shows in our Parmerville Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice field office, at (318)368-802)
or call Steve Nipper in Monroe at
(318)387-8683.

THE GAZETTE

FARMERVILLE, LOUISIANA
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RC&D honors hydron’r plonner

y JOHN ST. ORES
ally News Staff. \faln

At arecent Executive Council
1eeting of the Imperial

alcasieu RC&D, Dominic .|
eggan was honored with a " |/

o.
Charles Achane, president of

10 Council, presented the to-
sn of appreciation to Beggan

r outstanding service in his

articipation in the Dry Fire
ydrant Project (DFH).

Beggan, a 1993 graduate of
cNeese State University, be-

me an Americorps member in

tly, 1994. He worked at the
yrtheast Delta RC&D until

nuary of 1995 when he came _

Imperial Calcasieu RC&D.
He headed up the DFH pro-
am and established the loca-
ns of the 175 DFH allocated
* the 5 parishes represented
Imperial Calcasieu RC&D.
s schedule included meeting
th local fire districts and fire

'® RC&D on Page 5

JENNINGS DAILY NEWS
JENNINGS, LOUISIANA
NOVEMBER 29, 1995

Charley Achane, left, President of the Imperial Calcasleu RC&D, presents Americorps
volunteer Dominic Beggan, left, with a plaque of appreciation at a recent Imperial
Calcasleu RCAD Executive Councll meeting. (Phofo submifted.)

RC&D

Continued from Page 1

chiefs, locating sitesfor the 1)
with them, getting easemer:
applying for the 404 and coas
use permits, and submitting
project application to Trailbla.
RC&D

Begéan also assisted the n.

parishes of Acadiana RC&D

their DFH project. He conclud
his tour of duty on July 8.

“We were privileged to ha
had the opportunityto work w,
such a fine young man,” su
President Achane.

Imperial Calcasieun RC&D h:
also welcomed on board Don:
Haydel as its new Americor
member.

Haydelis aJenningsresiden

1a graduate of Jennings Hiy

School, and is in her third ye:
at McNeese State Universit
majoring in elementary educ
tion. Shethe Imperial Calcasic
RC&D staff on Nov. 14 and, lik
Beggan, will be working wit
the DFH project, both locall
and with the Acadiana RC&I)
“We are glad to have Donr

1y with us and feel she will be «.

asset not only to the Americory:
program, buttothe RC&D," sai.
President Achane. “Her know!
edge of the area and people wi!
help her in her new duties.”
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Environmental team begins
work at plant center

On Novcmbcr 13. 1995, a
team of ten USDA-AmeriCorps
members began work at the
Golden Meadow Plant
Materials Center, Galliano,
Louisiana, as part of a Natural
Resources Conservation
Service, Louisiana Coastal
Wetlands
Corps project.

The
team _will
conjunction

and Water District to establish
vegetation along the shoreline
of Bayou Lafourche and help in

barrier island restoration and -

stabilization wusing native
vegetation. While at the Plant
Materials Center,
members will assist with

research in_ plant
development, * ‘cultural
techniques ~and :plant

propagation.
AmeriCorps
Clinton's national"
program, passed with bi-
partisan support from
Congress, that engages
20,000 Americans of diverse
backgrounds In performing
service that meets critical
community needs in return
for an educational zward.
which may be used to pay for
college, job.
graduate school, or to pay
back student loans. The
majority of AmeriCorps
Members are working in

Environmental _

USDA- AmeriCorps

be working in .
with _the
Lafourche-Terrebonne Soil _

‘done,
, community, oppo
responsibility. - g 7
team -, =
manager,

" Peggy Lockhart,”of |

is ',Presid-'cnt :
service

training or .

partnership with states, local
governments and non- profit
organizations. -

The U.S. Dcpazr'tmcm of
Agriculture is running three
types of Ameri- Carps teams in
38 states, .composed of
approximately -+ 1,200
members: an ‘Anti- -Hunger
team, a Public Lands and
Environmental team and a
Rural Development team.
Many * of thcp'n:aé'rtcorps
projects are spo sorcd by
community i z5based
organizations and all projects
are designed to Hct things
while ' ‘boostlng
lty and

l«.‘

‘Plant Matcria[s ‘._;c,entcr

Gary ;Fine, will
supervise the préfit‘:} ‘and
se, has
been selected as team leadcr

.Local area rcsldcnmmat

make up the team members'
are Rebekah Richoux and’
Susan Terrebonne of Galliano,
Eric Arabie ,.and Pcnny
LeBoeuf of Raceland Clay
Hebert of Cut Off, Branden
Goldman of Grand Isle] Jean'
Eymard of Lockport, Sean

‘Bourg of Bourg and 'I‘iffany

Arabie of Mathews. * %

For more information on thc
USDA-AmeriCorps project,
contact Gary Fine or Peggy
Lockhart at the Plant
Materials Center at 475-5280.

L B



A collaborating effort was made to continue
the improvement of the land lab at Elkton
Elementary School. North County
Economic Development provided money
for the bark mulch and Boyce and Sons of
Cottage Grove provided more bark mulch
than the funds could purchase. Bill and Roxy
Long picked up the mulch and hauled it to
Elkton. Volunteers from North County
Economic Development, AmeriCorps, and

Elkton Elementary School all worked

togethertoshoveland spread the bark.
Pictured left to right were: Lee Russell,

North County Economic Development;

Tim Wilgus, 6th grade student, Ron
Owings, 6th grade teacher, right front, Paul
Vincent, 8th grade student, right back,
Ryan Brownson, 6th grade student, J.R.
Van Siyke, AmeriCorps.

Elkton hosts group, visits Brush
Creek,works onland lab project

The City of Elkton hosted an
AmericCorps Team meeting Feb.
2 at the nearly completed Com-
munity Center/City Hall. Mayor
Alfred Tyson and City Manager
Linda Higgins welcomed the
group and gave a tour of the
facility. They explained the
project will be completed in
February for an open house in
March.

Dave Harris, Oregon Depar-
tment of Fish and Wildlife (OD-
FW) gave a brief but informative
field trip to Brush Creek. The area
is a showcase of a variety of
ecosystem management projects.
Ron Yockim and Doug McVean
(BLM) both with the Umpqua
Basin Fisheries Restoration
Initiative (UBFRI) gave input on

projects, which was a Center.

1
€9,

AmeriCorps member Pat McVean introduces Mayor Al
Tyson and City Manager Linda Higgins. They welcomed
the group and gave a tour of Elkton City Hall/Community

The facility will be completed at the end of

collaborative effort between state  February for the open house planned for March.

and federal agencies, private lan-
downers and non profit
organizations and citizen volun-
teers.

In the afternoon AmeriCorps
members joined forces with North
County Economic Development
grouptoassist Elkton teacher Ron
Owings and students to shovel
bark mulch into wheel barrels,
haul to the land lab trail and
spread with rakes. A variety of
trees were planted around the
perimeter of the trail. Donations
were made by North County
Economic Development, Boyce
and Sons of Cottage Grove,
Coquille Water Shed Association
and Billand Roxy Long.

Sixth graders working on the
land lab trail were: Jennifer Baird,
Carrie, Ball, Brenton Breed, Ryan
Brownson, Sarah Compton,
Rebecca Duncan, Jody
Folkedahl, Darin Hammons,
Tyree Koester, Samuel May, Jen-
na Osekowsky, Teresa Saddler,
Heath Shelton, Jenna

N
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Amy Wilson, Southwest Oregon Resource
Conservation and Development AmeriCor-
ps Supervisor and Brad Pearce, AmeriCor-
ps member spread bark mulch on the trail
around the perimeter of the land lab which is

7oA

Attendance at the AmeriCorps meeting in-
cluded: Back row, left to right, Jim Collins,
Brad Pearce, Dave Jacobs, J.R. Van Slyke,
Marcus Kauffman, Mavor Al Tyson,

located west of the Elkton Elementary
School in the wooded area next to the Um-
pqua River. A variety of trees donated by.
Coquille Watershed Association were plan-
ted for a tree identification project.

Ronald Yockim; middle row, Lee Russell,
Amy Wilson, Dave Harris, Leigh Baker,
Linda Higgins, Denise Troxell; front, Ed
Cooley, Pat McVean.
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- AmeriCorps begins
2nd year of work
in S.E. Nebraska

Trail development, recycling and producing a
catalog of resources will be among tasks the area’s
second AmeriCorps crew will be tackling in the next
vear. But to start things off. the team is wondering
whether its funds will survive the federal budget
impasse. AmeriCorps is the federally funded program
started by President Clinton.

The southeast Nebraska crew will be working out
of the Five Rivers Resource Conservation and
Development Council office in Tecumseh. The five-
person team will work together and separately ona
range of projects.

AmeriCorps volunteers work for one year and are
paid a stipend. Volunteers get credits for paying
future bills or paying off old student loans.

Volunteer Jeff Gorgen of Lincoln will be working
with the Crete Chamber of Commerce to develop and
market a recycling program.

* "l wanted a chance to get into community service
and redirect my career path,” Gorgen said. He has
previously worked for a finance company and a mail
preparation company.

Fur more info

Communities may apply for assistance from the
AmeriCorps team at: Five Rivers Resource
Conservation and Development. P O. Box 625,
Tecuinseh. NE 68450, or call 1 (402} 335-3347.
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Local AmerfCorps Members
Make Presentation at Bloomfield

The Northeast Nebraska RC & D
held its annual meeting and election
of officers Monday, Nov. 27, at the
new Bloomfield Community Center.
Their hosts for the evening were out-
going president, Ryan Bloomquist
and his wife, Janice. The evening
began with a meal provided by the
Bloomquists, followed by a tour of
the new facility,

A presentation was made by
AmeriCorps members; Mary Rose
Backhaus and Stephen Wilson Cook

from the -Ponca site, and Carmen-

Shaffer from the Plainview site. In-
formation was presented on the
AmeriCorps program in Nebraska,
particularly Northeast Nebraska,
During the business meeting
several trivia questions, relating to
various projects of the RC & D,
were asked of those present and
various appropriate prizes were
awarded. Election of* officers was

held with Garry Anderson of Dixon,
president-elect; Carmen Shaffer of
Randolph, vice president; Kate Bos-
well of Allen, secretary and Ardith
Carr of rural Elgin, treasurer. A
slate of board members was ac-
cepted for vacancies of the RC & D,
they are Leonard Beckman for An-
telope County; Carmen Shaffer,
Cedar County; Dave Krusemark,
Dixon County; Bob Lundholm and
Bill Stonacek, Pierce County and
Susan Gilmore, Wayne County.

Following the election of officers,
Linda Kastning, outgoing vice presi-
dent, presented a desk-pen set to
Ryan Bloomquist with the inscrip-
tion Ist President of Northeast
Nebraska RC & D - 1992-1995.
Donna Christiansen, an Earth Team
volunteer, was awarded a Certificate
of Appreciation and gift for volun-
teering over 84 hours, for fiscal year
1995, at the RC & D office.
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AmenCorps
ooking 'For
Volunieersi

‘a3 ‘AmenCc-rps members stationed m':
Warren are seeking .voluonteers to-help:

with a river beautification and flood

‘control project-in Marshall County.

An outbreak -of Dutch Elm discase is
responsible for downed trees in the

county. . The project will include: the-
removal of tree debris from the Snake,

Middle, and Tamarac Rivers.: Some of,

- the trce ‘materials removed: from the'

rivers will be used to construct wﬁdhl’c,?

- shelters for small animals.:

If you are interested in bécoming

a volunteer assisting local pro,etl:ts.':?
-mmacl AmeriCorps-in -‘Warren. at
- (218)745-435.- Hours-: " flexible::* For
" volunteer opportunities in other” pans

of the state, call your local Natural
Resources Conservation Service

* office”

."I‘hursday, Novembcr30 1995
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AMEFI!COH PS CREW AT WAH‘HEN RE#DY’ITO GO
— Members of the newly formed AmeriCorps at War-'

ren are, from the left, Steve Fellman of Thief Riv-~

or f-alls, Liata Hurst of Pelican Rapids, Joy Swenson
‘of Fargo, Shawna Freyholtz of Cook, Donna tdyhrer’
‘of St. Hilairn, Linda Fellman of Thief River Falls and ,
‘Boyd Rasmussen of Cantan. The AmeriCorps crew
works-under the direction of the United States Depait-'
ment of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation
‘Service and has as its primary mission beautifica-

PRI T L VL S,

“tionand flood control work on the Snaks; Mlddle and
-Tamarac Rivers in Marshall and Polk Counties. Dur-
ing the next nine months the crew also will be work-
ving on a number of local community ‘service projocts.
;and, have ‘already:begun contacting local interests
.to to find and develop appropriate projects.'The crow
.;also has been receiving tralning on the use ‘of chain-'
,saws and other tools'in. preparatlon for its major_riv-
ar: cleanaup WOork? -—Sh-’mf Photo;

WEDNESDAY, NOVENMBER 15,1295

18 PA




™

LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
NOVEMBER 17,1995

2 B Lincoln Journal Star
Friday, November 17, 1855

AmeriCorps begins

2nd year of work

in S.E. Nebraska

Trail development, recvcling and producing a
catalog of resources will be among tasks the area’s
second AmeriCorps crew will be tackling in the next
vear. But to start things off. the tcam is wondering
whether its funds will survive the federal budget
impasse. AmeriCorps is the federally funded program
started by President Clinton.

The southeast Nebraska crew will be working out
of the Five Rivers Resource Conservation and
Development Council office in Tecumseh. The five-
person team will work together and separately ona
range of projects.

AmeriCorps volunteers work for one vear and are
paid a stipend. Volunteers get credits for paying
future bills or paying off old student loans.

Volunteer Jeff Gorgen of Lincoln will be working
with the Crete Chamber of Commerce to develop and

market a recycling program.

“1 wanted a chance to get into community service
and redirect my career path,” Gorgen said. He has
previously worked for a finance company and a mail
preparation company

Fur more info

Communities may apply fo: assistance from the
AmeriCorps team at : Five Rivers Resource
Conservation and Development. P O. Box 625,
Tecuinsch. NE 68450, or call 1 (4021 335-3347.
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‘Rockingham students decide
to put money where mouth is

By SUSAN REING
Ralorinar Staff

SAXTONS RIVER - For years
the students in the Rockingham
elementary schools have been
learning about the importance of a
clean environment while, at the
same time, throwing.out a moun-
tain of styrofoam trash after every
meal.

This morning, children at all
three schools will sit .down to
breakfast in celebration of the fact
that they have real plates and sil-
verware to eat with, thanks to a
grant written by two local parents.

Ellen Tenney of Saxtons River
said the idea of buying re-usable
plates and ‘utensils first came to
her when she joined her son,
Ryan, for lunch one day soon after
he started first grade three years
ago. Virtually everything used for
the meal was disposable, she said,
and she thought it would be nice to

someday buy a dishwasher for the
school. _

Tenney later hooked up with
another mother at Central Ele-
mentary School in Bellows Falls,
Virginia Voronin, who was also
interested in cutting down on the

use of styrofoam, and this year the

two wrote a grant proposal on be-
half of their respective parent-
teacher groups to finance the
purchase of dishwashers and real
plates and forks.

The two applied for a $12,000

SOS - Save our Schools - grant,
funded through the American Ex-
press ‘‘Charge Against Hunger”
program, and also won a state
grant for $3,560. The women aiso
solicited donations from a number
of Vermont businesses, but trash
giant Browning-Ferris Industries
was the only one to respond with a
$100 donation, Tenney said.

The [unds w~ ‘e used lo buy sil-

verware and bowls, re-usable
trays, and two commercial dish-
washers — one for Central and the
other for Saxtons River.

Today, Tenney, Voronin and a
group of volunteers will serve
breakfast to approximately 550
students at all three elementary
schools, with the emphasis on nu-
trition. Children will feast .on
whole-grain bagels, peanut butter,
vanilla yogurt, rainforest granola,
and organic wild Maine blueber-
ries. Valunteers:fromghe Mermont
Adtidamger Corps—wall also be on
hand:at all threesscheals: to- talk
about  nutrition and.--healthy
choices. '

Tenney is hopeful that in the
corming months enough money can
be found to buy mugs for the
lunchrooms, so that the disposable
plastic cups can be retired.
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Pesticide Containers
Recycled: In County-

Farmers and custom
applicators in Dakota County and
the surrounding area recycled
nearly 2,800 plastic pesticide
containers this year at the
Emerson and South Sioux City
collection sites. -

The Solid Waste Management
‘Task Force of The Nebraska Loess

Hills Resource Conservation and -

Development (RC&D) Council
identified the need for more
pesticide container collection sites
in the area

A committee was appointed
which secured the cooperation of
the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska,
Cooperative Extension Service,
Papio-Missouri River Natural

" Resources District (NRD), Farmers

Cooperative Association of
Emerson and South Sioux City,
AmeceriCorps Team from Norfnlk
and thc Nebraska Loess Hills
RC&D to establish collection sites
at the Emerson and South Sioux
Citry Farmers Cooperative
Association business locations.
The collection sites were
staffed by AmecriCorps Team

members and NRD employees at
specified times each Wednesday
during June and July to inspect the
pesticide containers brought in for
recycling. The containers needed
to be triple rinsed or power:
washed and the plastc caps and
wrappers removed to be suitable
for recycling. -

The pesticide containers were-
transported from the collection
sites by the Papio-Missouri River
NRD to a warehouse in Walthill
owned by the Omaha Tribe. Greg
Phillips of Enviranmental Services
for the Omaha Tribe indicates that
there are over 4.400 pesticide
contalners fn the warehouse
waiting to be shredded and used to
mapufacture new pesticide
containcers.

Greg operated collection sites
at Pender, Walthill and Macy which
the Trioe has made avatlable for
several vears. This coopcerative
effort 10 collect and recycle plastic
pesticide contajners will help to
protect warer quality in the area
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Work begins on
Roosevelt trail

Volunteers being
sought to help with
milelong project

BY BRIAN DONAHUE
Staff Writer

ROOSEVELT — Borough officials
have found a way to take advantage of the
area’s greenbelt in a way that will help
keep the natural environment safe and
give local admirers a better glimpse of
their own ecosystem.

The borough recently matched a
$2,500 state Department of Environmental
Protection grant to design a milelong
nature trail in the woods around South
Rochdale Avenue, according to public
works employee Gayle Donnelly. The
total sum of $5,000 was used for analysis
and design. Officials will decide how to
fund construction or work fees in the
future.

In the meantime, Donnelly and interns
from state and federal environmental
groups already are getting started at no
extra cost to the borough.

The trail, which will begin near the
post office, will contain several different
resources depending on the land on which
it is built. For example, in the wet portions
of the forest, boardwalks will be designed.
Other areas of the trail will be made of
crushed stone or woodchips.

“This will allow the trail to be pre-
served and will also give access (to the
forest). It is all part of a master plan
report,” according to Alan Goodheart, a
Princeton-based landscape architect who,
along with the borough’s environmental
commission, designed the trail over the
past year.

“Signs will mark the trail and certain
features, and there will also be tree mark-
ers,” Goodheart said.

Last week, Donnelly and a student
intern from AmeriCorps, the nationwide
volunteer program, began cutting “inva-
sive species” from the trail. “Invasive,
exotic plants come and take over (the nat-
ural vegetation),” Donnelly said. “And the |
area loses its biodiversity.”

Donnelly said future work will include
digging holes for small amphibian ponds,
and just “making the area accessible to
learn about the environment.” The project,
she said, is designed to be more educa-
tional than anything else.

Goodheart said officials did not have
to worry about regulations from state or
federal environmental groups because the
area of the trail was cleared recently to
repair a sewer line that runs through the
woods.

The job now for the borough is to find
ways to get the construction done, accord-
ing to Mayor Lee Allen. o

“The funding of the construction is up
to the borough,” he said.

For now, he said, the borough is
accepting interns to work on the project at
no cost to taxpayers.
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AmenCorps malng mark

By DAVE MILLER
HiDesont S Stall Muitn-
MORONGO VALLEY— It's
new and aleady makicg ts mark on
the local comnmity.
AmesiCorps, the mew domesiic
pee corps cresed by President
Clinton, has dessn resdenss and
oihers with he laity geals of yoang
Amesicans (lkng iu rasa and
wcxfcq;cx profeas im the Morongo

AnuICups Cew 1) las teen
worcing o enviremenal
within |he Big e
Preserve and Jostaa Tree Nutiomal
Park.

The Preierve was ‘ommilly pn-
vite ranching kne undl The Nanere
Conmservancy swaried purchating
land i e Sanyon in L X6B. The Ns-
re Cmmmy i sinee nlis-
quished e holdngs in Mcroiga
Valley and the Preserv: is preseady
und:r Bereau o Lard Manig=reent
(BLM) mamogrman.

Joshes Tree become a natiorml
Pk this yeor afy yeas s & -
uoml monuoent.

Albaigh AmeniCops is bead
quitersl on the San Bermniino Ni-
tiel Farcs axd aimimisi:r=d by
ude U3 Farest Sevce, membess of
Crew 11 wees u che BLAM's North
Pum Sgrings office.

The |4perzon crew has been

worting oa the Eig Morong> Ti-

ovon Preserve far the past Uree
weeks beiiling new rails and mair.-
Winng and cestoymg existi'g Lmils
that wers dhemag:d by a S0-icre
brush fue o yean ago, ard Lthe
Mods whizh lbwed.

They are also rbuilling bridges
and beardwal'cs whun the Preserve,

In ‘oshia Tree Motioad Purk
Crew 13 did propcis like deaning
up an 3 mming wrea, MA@
mils in¢ rovig oM saffobding
from the ¥ey's Raoch Dam.

Tikng a f2w ninuies from ber
sk of paintng -Preserve sigre
Thusday atermoca, crew meiber
Angie Sevio, 19, of Paln Sprirgs,
said. *“This 5 car thire week hae,
thar leaves anatha wesk for us, It
his been a lov of [in

“Fourdavi before hecrew sunsl
workirg here, my bovfnead wnd i
cam: up and hiked down Big Mo:-
ango Canyom. A: “hat tume, we:
didn’L anow we'd be warking dcre "

Sivio's boyfrend & amoher
member of the are'w, Duke Jan 3. 25,
of Pakm Sprongs.

Crew members gel aliving low-
ascewhichacd: wp o 4423 an howr,
basic bealih cure coven ge, and child
cae, but the jig chenk it an educa-
tiond gram omling 4,725 a1 Ue
end of a1 1 B0D-heu: simt in
AmeriC orps.

“l plas L go ic collzgz m Tckx-
adoand gursve :omethung o do vith
botany or ‘ol science” 3avie said,
"Wy gal * 10 gpen 1 unery arbea

rane dav.

"We hawe xtsen veurs 10 e Lhe
money for colege. [{we con’tuse i,
the gt oty goes back irmo the
pot for others *

Acodrdis g o the Forest Service,
thz educational gront czn e wsed lor
ccllege, vovalional s:hooling, o
myig cff easueg sudem o,

Fowr cther member: of the crew
were busy “hursdav bailding aner-
clesure arousd & well and ank

which supplics the Presenve and
nagiboring Coviegor Poark with
waler,

Al fow have colegiae goas:

® James Gammom, 2¢, of Chury
Valley. plans to ansnd oxllege and
major in wildlife munagament;

* ‘xepa VaMez, 18, of Beaumant,
dans W agend a jurmor college and
pn a baic Asociale in Ans
degree;

» 3eth Anglin, 19, of Yucaipa,
hai agea) of coamnmity callege and
be:ng a fish ;d geme warden. and

+ Juben Conreas, 19, of Yu-
=zipe, will use the educational gram
funds @ O 02 conmuniry cdllege
— passibly Crafson Hills — where
he will smcy fue scicnce and ke
emegen:y medical techoiciar
(EMT) odacses.

Crew nember ParnaOlven .y
the Likes thepoject bec:nse, " We're
making il besier W wse aad kets of
people have notazed tie work we've
done.”

Of the Pewerve jcb sie, Olver

Angie Savio of Palm Springs wasone ol ssveral Movongo mym Preserve ‘n Valiey.
AmerZams C-ew 1 members working al the Bg

(St prob by Tim Bulone)

adds, "Tt'; eally peay and ic the
spring ] bet in will Jook bean tiful™

Ancther membe of e crew,
Joha Sotc, la: a decper interest in
‘e Preservy because he thinke kis
‘ater might teve own up there.

“He w0ld me he grew wp in Mce-
omgo Valky axd swarted w describe
whers ke ved. Irsoands the sarse as
he Preserve,™ S0 said.

Sow and his fathes wre plaaning 8
1ip © the Preserre o coafim these
suspacions.

“My crw s very esthusiastic ab-
oel the work we'ee domg here,” sid
Dscar Mﬂr‘l.lp Crew  SUDIvisar,
“They icel we're making a big &f-
‘erenceas [ar 2 giving poopls beuer
access o de Preserve.”

“Everythng they're toached,
Iy ve left beaner thon they found
" said Rodin Kohaly, 3 3LM bo-
arist and Preserre mmnagec. “This
‘the crew s workd is an che ocder of
dreams where mcocy “alls Ju. of the
:ky., impressed i an uader
sasement”



Federal program to help
Waldoboro’s environment

By Art Mayers

While the public views federal
programs with mistrust and
sometimes with loathing, Waldoboro
has taken on a federally funded
volunteer who has expertise needed
to help various parts of the town’s
environmental program.

Local resident Hollis Tedford will
work with town and school officials
to set up marine related programs
that should be of benefit to fisheries,
clamdiggers, and to the public at
large. He was hired through
AmeriCorps, the federal agency that
came oul of the consolidation of the
combination of Vista and the Peace
Corps.

Tedford is contracted to work for
the town for 1700 hours over the next
year conducting a shoreline survey,
coordinating water quality testing,
assisting in aquaculture initiatives,
and training high school students in
environmental monitoring
techniques. The cost to the town is
$1800, funds which the conservation
commission already had available,

“It affects the local economy
directly,” said Tedford, a former
Miller School science teacher,

The portion of his job that will take
him along the Medomak River
estuary looking for possible pollution
sources is a service that the town
recognizes as necessary for the
opening of additional clam flats.

Shoreline survey

Tedford will be extending a
shoreline  survey in the
Merrymeeting Cove and the Western
Branch area of the river that is
required before the Dept. of Marine
Resources will open up new areas for
shellfish harvest, he said.

According to DMR regulations, the
survey must be conducted every 12
years with updates every three
years.

Luckily, Tedford, who holds a
master’s degree in environmental
education from the University of
Maine, is fully certified to conduct
shoreline surveys.

In fact, he has served as a trainer
to volunteers both in the areas of
shoreline surveys and water quality
monitoring for the AmeriCorps
program. In Maine, AmeriCorps is
cooperating with the University of
Maine’s Coopertative Extension
Service which has developed the
“Partner’s in Monitoring™’ program.

“AmeriCorps was highlighting
water quality and fisheries,” he said.

Tedford will be aided by previous

work done by graduate students who |

in 1991 completed a baseline study
for a continuing water quality
monitoring project,

“They did a lot of base work,”” he

said

Student participation

Tedford fully expects to complete
the survey work on schedule but for
the winter months, when the site is
buried in snow, he will be working on
several other projects, including
training of Medomak Valley High
School students to carry on water
quality monitoring efforts.

“They are doing something that is
helpful,” he said of the students who
are learning the techniques needed
to identify pollution problems in the
watershed. Tedford credits teachers
Neil Lash and Pam Ramsey in
establishing a core of interest at
MVHS in the water quality
monitoring project.

One of Tedford’s goals is to
develop sufficient data to determine
whether the one inch rule, which
requires that clam flats be closed
following one inch of rain, is now
needed in the Medomak River. To
collect the data needed to present a
case before the DMR, he will need to
enlist the help of students,

landowners, and the adult volunteers | /¢

/1o jo4
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that have been the mainstay of the "¢ '

conservation commission’s water
quality project.
Tedford also hopes to assist the

shellfish committee with efforts to =
seed portions of the river with baby .- “ ¢

clams, the alewife project, and Sam

Chapman with his efforts to restore |

shad to the river.

When he finishes his work next |

August, Tedford hopes that there will

be enough volunteers in place so that 4

no new paid postions will be
necessary to carry on the job.

“I am setting this up so there won’t _‘ y

have to be another me,” he said.

The federal
administers the AmeriCorps
program is the USDA Soil
Conservation Service, he added.

Hollis Tedford takes a water sample

agency which 8

chb S R

e o h --'J-"\f-'.
in the Medomak River in Waldoboro.
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Gearing up for work

Crews from AmeriCorps prepare to work
on the Chapparal Nesghborhood interpre-
tive site at the US Forest Service Lyile

Putting teeth-in it | Creek Ranger Station.

AmeriCo
nar and

crew mambers Tim Paya. Metin Kani
andice Chavez joined in chainsaw trainmq

Idyflwild last week.

Done
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Americorps Workers |
Guests at Holly

Grove Woman's Club

Three members of the
Americorps program were guests
at Tuesday’s meeting of the Holly
Grove Woman’s Club. Renee
Spurlock, Jana Coleman, and
Audria Coleman discussed their
various responsibilities with the
Americorpsprograin. They stated
they work in helping communi-
ties find funding for needed
projects. In Holly Grove,
Americorps has been instrumen-
tal in securing funding for a flood
plain buyout and are working for
improved housing in the area.
Under the direction of Ameri-
corps, the community interest
committees have been reestab-
lished and are making plans for
improvements in many areas for
the City of Holly Grove.

In other business during the
meeting, the club voted to spon-
soran art contest at Marvell Acad-
emy. The contest will be divided
in two parts, one division for
grades nine and ten, and another
division for grades eleven and
twelve. Entries may be either in
photography or painting. The
winners will be submitted to dis-
trict competition.

The meeting was held in the
home of Mary Ann Reynolds who
served as hostess. Serving as co-
hostess was Willa Lambert.
Mickey Calloway was in charge of
the program. Introducing the
Americorps coordinators was
former Mayor Donna Hill. Fol-
lowing the meeting and program,
the ladies were served refresh-
ments.

The club will meet again on
Tuesday, March 21.
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Baker aml Clmsﬂan Hired
As Holly Grm Employees

The HollyGrm City Council
has voted 't hite twﬁ‘hew city
employees. Dtvidﬂhhrhubeen
hired asthe nedelm‘ and Sewer

Depattment “has
a Clas#'B water Hodfisé and a
Clase 1] wastewater lidéiise. Baker
was started at an annual’dlaryof
$20,000. Beker fills the vacancy
left by Jimmy Stephenis who re-
signed due to health reasons::

The council also voted to hire’
Floyd Christian as full time Street -
and Grounds Keeper. This is a
new position. Christian was
started at an annual salary’ of
$11,500. Alderman Pat Chastain
was put in charge of the depart-
ment. _

Judge Ralph- Abﬁmﬂn spoke
to the council concernifigthe new
law which abolishes police courts.
Holly Grove operates under a -
police court system. Abramson
stated that a municipal court
would have to be establishad.
Abramson noted that a munici-
pal court would havé- increased
jurisdiction and this could trans-
late into increased revenue for
the city. The council passed a
motion to establish a tm.micip-l
court.

A good report of fine collec-
tions was given. Clerk Rosemary
Abramson stated that ih 1994 the-
court collected $18 68. In

January of 1998; in - ing

its largest collection w‘& h:hlhl‘

SRR—- TP

$3,221.25. Just over $1300 was
collected for the month of Febru-
ary.

Officer James Nolen spoke to
the council concerning holiday
pay for police officers. He re-
quested that the council provide
payment. The council stated they
needed time to review the policy
before determining a course of

. action. -

Americorps member Audria
Coleman reported that property
¢ piaisals were being done in
areas of the 100 year flood-plain.
The listed assessed values were
too old and not considered fair
market value. An Americorps
member from Jonesboro reap-
praised the properties in ques-
tion. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency in conjunc-
tion with the state office of Emer-
gency Services and the City of
Holly Grove will be exercising a

‘buy-out for all residents in the

100 year floodplain with the Dial
Creek floodplain.

Americorps Member Jana
Coleman reported that she has
been meeting with the telephone
company about updating the city
phone system. No decision has
been reached. She has also been
working with the Crimeand Drug
committee surveying thetown and
assessing needsofimproved light-
ing.

(Continued on Page 6)

Baker and...

(Continued from Page 1)

Renee Spurlock of Americorps
has been working with the City
Beautification Committee in list-
ing properties which need clean-
ing up. She has requested assis-
tance from the National Guard in
providing help in cleaning sec-
tions of Dials Creek. Spurlock is

“alwo working with committees to

improve health care and housing.

The council met in executive
session for 37 minutes. No action
was taken following the session.

On February 24 the council met
in called session without any pub-
lic notification. Monroe County
Sun Editor Marty Harper re-
minded the council of the Free-
dom of Information Act which
reqmm such organizations to
qe at least two hours notice to

the news media.
All council members were

‘!Wll'ﬁﬂlﬂu.mmn-

ment again on April 20.
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‘AmeriCOrps Survives at Stunted Level

m Budget: The program
. Clinton 1> ‘most proud of’
avoids elimination. But the
~ GOP’s allotment prevents
+~any growth in national
service plan.

"By JOHN M. BRODER
¢ TIMES STAFF WRITER
 J ASHING ON —DPresident
Clinton's ..ational service
program appears to have survived
climination at the hands of Repub-
lican budget-cutters but the vol-
unteer program’s growth has been
.. permanently stunted by the new
GOP majority in Congress.

While the recent debate over the
future of AmeriCorps has been
couched in fiscal terms, the real
battle is ideological and political.

_The President, for the time being
at least, has lost.

Clinton deseribes national ser-
vice, which provides higher educa-

. tion grants and a small stipend in
exchange for a year of volunteer
.. service, as “the program I'm most
.. proud of."”
... He has proposed spending nearly
_$2 billion over three years to bring
...100,000 young volunteers into
. AmeriCorps. It now appears that
the program will receive about half

the requested funds as Congress
scours the federal government for
politically acceptable budget sav-
ings.

Clinton has vowed to resist ef-
forts to gut the national service
program but it is not certain
whether he will veto a $13-billion
package of budget cuts now before
Congress that includes a large cut
in the volunteer program.

“The AmeriCorps program is
giving thousands of young Ameri-
cans a chance to serve their com-
munities, serve their country and
earn money for higher education,”
the President told visiting college
students Thursday. “I don't believe
we need to trade in our future for
what is a piddling amount on the
deficit but will have an enormous
negative symbolic and substantive
impact on what we're trying to do
in this country."”

ut Clinton’s very enthusiasm
for national service and the
high cost of the untested idea have
made the program a too-tempting
target for Republican opponents.
“Because the President and his
people made it so high-profile, it
became an easy target for attack,”
said Rep. Jerry Lewis (R-Red-
lands), who chairs the House Ap-
propriations subcommittee with ju-
risdiction over the program. He
made it plain that Republican ob-
jections to AmeriCorps are at heart

political rather than fiscal. “They
talked too loudly and too ecarly.
They got what they asked for.”

On Friday, the Senate Appropri-
ations committee voted to cut $210
million from the current year
budget of the Corporation for Na-
tional Service, AmeriCorps' parent,
essentially freezing it at last year's
spending level of $375 million.

The chairman of the House Ap-
propriations subcommittee that
oversees national service said Fri-
day that the Administration should
expect no growth in the program
next year.

Eli Segal, chairman of Ameri-
Corps, said that the budget freeze
will cripple national service and
represent a breach of contract with
the program’s volunteers and
would-be volunteers.

“Six months after it first opened
its doors,” Segal told the House
panel at a hearing I'riday, “nation-
al service is facing a lockout.” He
said that 1,000 volunteers would
have to be sent home immediately
because of the cuts in this year's
budget and that many thousands of
potential participants would have
to be turned away in the coming
months.

He said that corporations, pri-
vate charities and local govern-
ments, which have been planning
to participate in AmeriCorps as
sponsors of volunteers or as siles
for service programs, would have

to scale back their plans drastically
or abandon them.

Segal warned that AmeriCorps-
sponsored programs to tutor chil-
dren, plant trees, assist police,
counsel crime victims, feed the
hungry and house the homeless
would be halted. “These are devas-
tating cuts,” he said.

But Lewis said that national
service has been growing too big
too fast and should be frozen in
place until it proves its worth.

¢ here are serious questions to

be raised as to who are the
beneficiaries of this program and
who we should really be helping in
times of economic difficulties,”
Lewis said. “Budgets are strained
cverywhere and there are trade-
offs to be made everywhere.”

The result: Instead of receiving
$579 million this year and $828
million next year as Clinton has
requested, national service will
plateau at roughly the $375 million
spent in 1994, Lewis said.

Projected participation of 33,000
volunteers in September and
47,000 next year would have to be
scaled back to the current level of
20,000.

By comparison, there currently
are 6,500 volunteers serving over-
seas in the Peace Corps, a 15-year
high for the program launched by
President John F. Kennedy, which
was the model for Clinton’s Ameri-
Corps.

" FINANCING...NO PAY
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AmeriCorp workers building
new home for WWII veteran

By Eddie Arnold

Keavy resident Bertress Felt-

ner served his country during
World War II — now, the govern-
ment is getting a chance to help
him.
Feltner will soon have a new
home thanks to the efforts of
local AmeriCorps workers and
other local community service
agencies.

Local AmeriCorps worker Tina
King, who is assigned to the Lon-
don Rural Economic Community
Development cffice (formerly the
Farmers Home Administration),
has been working to make the
Feltner project a reality for more
than seven months.

When King first visited the

Feltner home to do a health and
safety assessment, she found that
the elderly man, who has numer-
ous health problems, was living
in conditions that were less than
adequate.

Walking through Feltner’s
frame home, King explained that
the house was extremely cold in
the winter. His only source of
heat was a coal-fired stove which
left a layer of coal dust through-
out the house.

King said that she worked with
members of London's Heavenly
Helpers to get a cook stove for
Feltner to allow him to cook
meals at home. '

“l bet I've made 50 trips out
here,” King said, adding that she
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High desert residents moving
forward, thanks to AmeriCorps

By Julie Johnson
Daily Press

Valli Andreasen knew she needed a
c¢hange.

The oldest of her six sons was enter-
ing 10th grade, so she would soon have
to get a job to help send the children to
college,

But because she had dropped her
goal of a degree In zoology to spend 17
years a3 a2 homemaker, Andreasen
didn't know what she should do.

An advertisement for AmeriCorps
changed that. ) .

Now the 37-year-old is three months
from completing her one-year portion
of a project to survey soil at Fort Irwin.
When she fInishes she will have $4,725
in scholarship moneywaiting for her,

“It's nice to be able to contribute to

the community,” Andreasen said ofthe
project. “And | earned an education
-award 30 I ¢an continue school.”

. -AmeriCorps {s a federally funded
program that pays for community ser

» AMERICORPS / From BI

vation.

In additicn to a scholarship,
AmeriCorps pays workers, who
must be at least 17 years old and
U.S. citizens, a living stipend of
about $12.,000 for the year they
spend inthe program.

Aguayo said he hopesto getthe
soil survey funded again next
year. He also wants to expand
the project to the Chemehuavi
Indian Reservation, across the
Colorado River from Havasu

vice throughout the nation. This was
the (irst year money went to the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service in
Apple Valley, sald district con-
servationist Rick Aguayo.

The program gave him enough
money to start soil surveys at Fort
Irwin, Edwards Air Force Base and
the Marine Corps Alr-Ground Combat
Center at Twentynine Palms. Six peo-
ple of various ages are currently en-
rolled,

Soil surveys map the different types
of soil In a region, said Crisand Giles, a
24-year-old participant from Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo. If the type of sail Is
known, scientists can determine, for
instance, where desert tortoises might
live or how to treat a hazardous spill,
she said.

Aguayo's flve-year project is unique
to AmeriCorps. Most are short-term,
such as planting trees or diverting a
stream. :

ayo's six participants have also
worked in the community, teaching
school children about soil and conser-

Please see AMERICORPS, B4p

City. Nev. Participants would
work with the tribe to plant tradi-
tional crops and help them apply
forgrant money.

“I think it's a win-win situa-
tion,"” he said. "These folks are
providing community service
and will be able to pay for
school.”
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Rural areas may get fire hydrants

w Belvim
A Rapides Parish Police Jury
committee took preliminary

steps Tuesday (o join a program
designed to bring fire hydrants to
raral areas.

Through the , materi-

als for 35 dry hydrants would be

at no cost to the parish

Twin Valley Resource

Conservation and Development
District in Natchitoches.”

The l'ou%:' Jury would be

ment and labor
hydrants.

the
Tressa K. Lantz, an

AmeriCorps participant repre-

senting the district, lold jurors
that a dry hydrant is a non-pres-
surized pipe system which is per-
manently installed in a lake,
pond or stream in areas not ser-
viced by other hydrants.

These hydranis can be used as
alternate water sources for vo}-
unieer fire departments in rural
areas and also for road mainte-
nance work, she said.

If the jury agrees to take part
ip the program, Twin Valley
would provide pipes, hydrant
beads and strainers for 36 sites

sround the parish, Ms. Lantz
said.

Money for the materials is to
be provided by a grant from the

state Department of Natural
Resources, she sald, although the
counfract for this fundimg is still
being finalised Because the con-
tract has yet to be completed, Ms.
Lantz could nol comment on the

‘amount of funding the state will

provide. :

Once finalized, bowever, the
money wonld be allocated to
Trailblazer Conservation and
Development District ilm Ruston,
which is coordinating the project
stal

Twin Valley is handling th
e
program in 28 parishes, inciod-
ing Rapides, Ms. Lantz said

The jury's Fire, Rural
Development and Agricultural
Affairs Committee passed a reso-
lation in support of the project
and named Juror Richard

Billings, committee chairman, as-

coordinztor of the project for the

Billings said he would be
putting together a commitiee of
rural and VFD fire chiefs in the
parish 1o come up with plans for
the program.

He also said that the parish has
been pursulng s system of dry
bydrants for rural areas since

1992 when a map of potential
locations was put together.

Ms. Lantz expiained that the
1992 program was contracted

with a different coordinator and -

that the program has mow been
chnnd to Trallbianer. -

In other matiers, the Federal
Programs Committee heard a
proposal from jury President

funding to Job Training
Partnership Act programs and
food and nutrition programs.

Lawson sald these prw
cuts in social programs woul
most hurt “the young, l:he pour
and the needy.”

Terry Boundds, parish director
of JTPA programs, said the
newly elected Congress has
launched

llﬂdh(h‘ﬂl:)’un
social

prograns.
\ﬂ!hthnun.th.rﬂ'a\'sun
mer program cotlld lose 508 to 689
jobs for young m’lo. lou.ndl

told jurors.

Henhopohhdomm&d-nl
funding for JTPA programs 15
years ago was $6 million. That
sum is now down to §2 million,
and with the proposed cuts, could
fall to just over $1 milllon.

In light of the detrimental
impact the cuts could have to the
parish, Lawson urged other
jarors and the puhlic to take part

in the letter-writing campaign.
In environmental matters, th
Grant Coordinating, Personne
and Civil Service Commitle
heard a report on parish recy
c.llnt from coordinator Ramdall

Ilrs Moore said the cily o
Pineville is in its fourth week ¢
a new curbside recycling pre
gram and is averaging 11 ten
per week. This amount coul
double once commercial bus
pesses begin adding thelr recy
clable materials to the program

In another enviremmemtal con
cern, Albertia Roshto of th
Tioga Environmental Actio

from her tion before th
Public Health and Lialso
Committee.

The proclamation staled tha
the organization is not anti-bus
»ess or antlindustry, but that

dispose

or that has to be permitted by th
stale Department (]
Eavironmental Quality fro:
Jocating im Tioga.

In other matters, the commi
tees discussed creating a ne
Police Jury logo, giving the pres
dent authority fo lssue proclam:
tions for historical evemis and
recognize cwtstanding citizens.




AmeriCorps unit completes

mapping chore for county

The five-member Ameri-
Corps technical unit based in
East Aurora has completed its
first task, compulerizing paper
maps of Erie County’s wetlands
so that as map overlays they
are readily available for devel-
opers and municipal planners.

The unit, guided by District
Conservationist John Whitney
of the U.S. Soil Conservation

- Service, began work last Sep-
tember. The computerized data
when overlayed on other com-

puterized maps will provide an
efficient and accurate means ,(.)f_..
identifying wetlands for agencies
with Geographic Information
Systems. The East Aurora
AmeriCorps unit is one of 42
tied to-a U.S. Department of
Agriculture agency and the only
one of its kind in New York.

Other tasks awaiting the..
team during its service period
are creating a computerized itax
parcel map, forest management
map and other maps. The;East,
Aurora AmeriCorps team will
be working with the Seneca In-
dian Nation, Western New
York Land Conservancy, Amer-
ican Chestnut Foundation, the
Governor’s Office of Rural Ser-.
vice and West Seneca ‘Ame{,l’.-.
Corps unit and other agehcies.

Technical AmeriCorps'mem
bers who work 1,700 hours are
aid $6.62 per hours up to
12,000 and are given a $4;700-

tuition voucher.. = .

THE BUFFALO NEWS

BUFFALO, NEW YORK
FEBRUARY 21, 1995
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AmeriCorps rebuilds
trails, park shelters

By Patrick J. Sullivan
Laader Staff Writer

While President Clinton con-
tinues to defend his AmeriCorps
youth service program in the

face of a looming Republiean.

budget-cutting ax, the federal
program is getting thinge done
on ga Olympi¢c Peninsuls.

A 35-member AmeriCorps
crew of young men and women
are three months into & 10-
month program to improvepub-
lic recreation facilities in Jef-
ferson and Clallam counties.
The work includes Olympic
Neational Park and Quilcene
Ranger District trails and camp-

grounds, county parks and pie.

nic shelters and a city park.

“When we look back over what
wa've done so far, {t's been huge
in just a quarter of the time we'll
be here,” said Joff Parker, project
coordinator employed by North.
west Youth Camp (NYC), an Or-
egon-based company contracted
to manage the Qlympic Penin-
suls program,

"Tge crews have developed a
lot of new skills and we're doing
projects that probably wouldn't
get done otherwise,” Parker
said. '

That's true, accordingtoDave
Johnson of ths Quilcene Ranger
District's operations staff.

“The Forest Servicenolonger
has a budget for extensive trail
or campground or picnic area
maintenance,” Johnson admit-
ted. “AmeriCorps i{s getting
more donesin ond year than we

“We’re doing
projects that
probably
wouldn't get
done & -
otherwise.”
- Jeff Parker,

project coordinator,
Northuest Youth Comp -

An unscheduled project.

earned crew membersimmense

-prajise, Twenty-nine volun.

teered to help with flood control
in Decemberalong the Quilcone
River. Some worked a full shift
on AmeriCorps projects and
then spent eight more hours in
rain and mud hoisting sand.
bags.

Campaign promise

President Clinten cam-

paigned for the AmeriCorps pro-

am, ‘initiated through the

nited Statss Department of
Agriculture (USDA).
AmeriCorps was funded for
1995-96, glthough Republican
eritics have 8lready threatened

tuition and fees at any college,
university or trade school. Each

orson has geven years touss or
ose the grant, whi¢ch may also
be used to pay off an existing
federal student loan. Interest
on a student loan is deferred
during a person's program par.

tid‘sutlon-
orkers are alsopaid $7,680,"
which works out to about $4 an
hour for the 1,700 net hours
assigned to tesks.

Jofferson and Clallam
county’s respective park and
recreation departments each

-provide atleast $25,000 (in-kind
_ services, materials, equipment

ermoney)while private sources
are funding $100,000 for work
done iz each county. |
, Fort Worden Btate Park per-
sonnel support the programs by
makingli quarters available.
The National Forest Foundation
(NFF) allocated $50,000 to im-
prove :l:;g:m;ckn with m wir-
, paint and carpet. dbey
Eﬁmd Naval Alr Station donated
surplus beds, dressers and other
furnishings. :

Barracks life

Some AmeriCorps members
are moving into rental housing
— which is allowed — so those
remaining at the Fort Worden
barracks have more space.
Learning to live with people
from different ethnic and per-
sonal backgroundshasbeenone
of the progﬁm'l good experi-
ences, said Kevin Brockway, 30,
acrew leader émployed by NYC.
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JUST A JOB

Whi'e earning coliege money,
AmeriCorps crew provides a
service, leams about hard work

By Doug O'Loughiin
of ma Dary Couner

APPLEGATE — AmeriCorps
members who sperl Tharsday
digging out a plle of Qirt ajter a
Jandslide weren't just carning
mopey for college and |
a secrvice lor neighbors o
Thompson Creek, thewr supervi-
sor says. They were also clearirg
wp after therr paresl agency

Bill Fleeger, supervizng the
cight-member crew,
said the landslice was probably
caused by 2 ¢loarcut done at
.east 10 ycars ago im the hulls
above a drzinage ditch The diteh
akes waler from Siurges Creek
10 Thompson Creek, but the land-
slide blacked it.

*‘That was probably a (U.S)
Forest Service cut'' sad
F.eeger. He works out of the
Applcgate Ranger Cistric: of the
Rogue River Nationa®! Forest,
par: of the Forest Survice

*"Tha! makes this knd of iroo-
ic,” Fleager copunued His crew
spent maast of this week working
ea treils, but bad a free day
Thursday. So he scal e roops
oul after receiving a call from
ke neighborhood ditch associa-
lon

AmeriCorps is a federally
funded E::hc-mvicc program
estatlished by Congress a year

o under the advice of President

“tinlcn

The Cregon part of the pro-
gram started up ir Seplcmber,
and ap estimoted 800 aspiring
studenils across he state are Lak-
ing part.

Enterpricng workers between
the ages of 18 and 25 can Delp
their commun ty and earn mopey
for school the am.

The Southern Oregon leam
works out of the Roguc River
Nauonal Farest, and under
the public land aad envircamaen!
part of AmeriCarps. Receat pro-
jects included surfacing a trail
arcund Uppar Table Rock in Feb-
ruary

Participants, abomt 35 total,
worl or. & 10 menth long preo

| S

Budget
cuts loom

Some fundicg for the

Julis MeGregor, hr:u
secretary for 3en Tk
Hatfiald l-Or;&u s
among spencding otions
the Senals is censidering, .
tbe AmeriCorps program
could be cut back to the lev-
els of the 199¢ liscal year
That maans §210 million eut
of the $378 millien budget
could dsappear.

Local AmeriCorps
administralors saic it was
too early to say how Lhe culs
- would affect the program.

#am, During that ume they bve
ot the Smar Racger Stalion of the
legate castrc:

They receive a stipend of
$7.660 and, at the end of their xcre
vice. 3 B4 75 “scholarshp” slal-
ed to pay [or luturs educatior. of
pay off a stadent loan.

For 20-year-nld Amethyst
Black cf Mediord the program
mesns she can go 12 col.ege,
which she hepas to do in Texas
somclime alter completing her
stmi,

“1 wasn't going to be able 10
get a job that would pay for
school,’’ Black said. ] didn't
bave any mooey a: all W pav for
school. 1 warked at IHOP ard
Llllxiat wasn't geing anywhere at

enjoyed finding eut how to belp
the enviromreat Taking a oreak
from clearirg oul \he drainage
ditch. John Maguire, 3 34-year-
old AmeriCorpt member {rom
Mopth Caselina, caid ke war glad

31, 1995

ol
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AmenCorps worker Robin Reed, 19, of Ashlend, helps clear m landsiide Thursday.

o providc water passage lo keup said "I dida'l koow about that Maguire gdded *1 think this pr
fiss alive. _ stuff befcre. 5o I'm kearning. gram gives you 3 lot of disc

“This is gaing to brirg cocler “I'm learming bow lo work pline. It aiso gives You a rea
water te lower areas.” Magmira  hard Moo 1 kmow that ‘n- mme good work ethic.”
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Serving Oregon’'s Wasco, Sherman, Gilliam and Hood River counties and Kl

Clinton prOJect_beneflts college

B The AmeriCorps
project leaves its
‘mark in The Dalles

By TOM STEVENSON
Managing Editor

There is much work Lo be done
on the grounds of the ncw
Columbia Gorge Community
Collcge campus.

Projects are backed up, wailing
for the time, moncy and man-
power to become available to gel
them donc.

One of thosc projects — a new
retaining wall that holds back a
bank along thc main driveway —
has been done thanks to a
cooperative agreement between
the college and the ncw
AmcriCorps Program.

The AmeriCorps Program was
designed and implemenicd by
President Clinton as an oppor-
tunity for thosc who want 10 go
1o collcge — but for financial
rcasons cannot afford 0. Under
the program’s rulcs, participants
sign up for a year, work on a
number of different projects for a
minimal weekly salary, and at the
end of the year get a $5,000
education voucher.

For many ‘thc commitment is
one year, for others it can be two.

It takes quilc a commitment
for someone 10 sicp outside cach
day 10 work i in all kinds of condi-
tions, doing work 10 bencfit the
environment, all for only $156 a
week. There is a carrot dangling
at the end, however, and it is that,
along with an opportunity 10
lcam many skills, that has at-
tracted a wide assortment of
people 1o the program, according
to Jerry Gabay.

Gabay is the dircclor of the
Mt. Adams Cenier of the
Northwest Scrvice Academy,
which is a part of the
AmeriCorps program. He was on
hand last weck 1o wach six
members of one of b three
ninc-people crews woek on the

AMERICORPS IN ACTION — Brent Force (left) and Carl Lampma.n were two leam members from the
AmeriCorps Program who were working recently on a new retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Com-
munity College. Both work through the Northwest Service Academy's M. Adams Cenler. (Staff photo
by Tom Stevenson)

ncw rctaining wall at Columbia
Gorge Community College.

“It s a diverse group,” said
Gabay. “Wc have three
grandmothers in the program,
and we have people right out of
high school.”

Under the guidchines of the
AmcriCorps program, all of the
projccts the tcams work on have
lo be cnvironmentally related.
The tcam that was working al
CGCC had carlicr been building
a fence around a water project in

Washington before being snowed
out. Ncar Estacada, they built
about five miles of trail in the ML
Hood National Forest Al the
samc tme the crew was working
in The Dalles, another group was

See AmeriCorps, page 7




A Academy .., —
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. Nurinwest Service

THE WHOLE CREW — Crew members from the AmeriCorps Program who look part in building a new
retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Community College include (from left) Christina Wellman, Jennifer
Glowacki, Brent Force, Kim Pope, Carl Lampman, and John Duff, the Team Sleward. {Slaﬂ photo by

Tom Slevenson)

AmeriCorps

Contdnued from page 1
enhancing habitat for watcrfowl
on Wells Island at Hood River.

Yet another team recently
finished working three weeks dis-
manlllng Hope's Place, a
women's shelier in White Sal-
mon that bumed. The environ-
mental conncction there, Gabay
noted, is that the new Hope's
Place will be a solar building and
will have a stalc-of-the-an recy-
cling program.

The work is not casy, as Jen-
nifer Glowacki, a recent high
graduate from Timber noted.

“The work is hard,” said
Glowacki. “The first project we
did was trail building and it 1ok
a lot out of you. But we got used
o il, and we have a good umc
working together, so that helps.”

Glowacki joked that the team
had recently ook a week off for
training, and then moved 10
Columbia Gorge Community
College o begin the latest project
and thc sorc muscles quickly
returned. But 1o her, it is certainly
worth iL

“The scholarship at the cnd
makes it all worth while,” she
said. “But I just graduaicd and
this is giving me a chance W
figurc out what | want 1o do.”

Carl Lampman, a 23-ycar-old
from White Salmon, had worked
construction since he graduated
from high school, but has wanted
10 go to college 10 swdy cn-
gincering. It was his mother who
handed him the application for
the Amchorps program.

“If you'rc looking to further
your education and looking for a
challenge in your life, then 1
would say ‘yes, do this,’
Lampman said. “li"s also nicc o
kmow thal what we're dong 1S

ing o affect future gencra-
uons."

John Duff, a 26-ycar-old
former resident of the east coast
who camc o thc program via
Scatte, was the “am steward”
on duty at the college. He was
quick to note that the program
was off 10 a good starl.

“Things arc going well,” he
said. “There have been a lot of
things we had not anticipated, but
that is part of it being the first
ycar. What I'm enjoying sceing is
the success people are having.
They arc sticking with the
program, sclting goals and reach-
ing them.”

Because he is a member of the
actual “management staff,” Dufl
will not get the $5,000 education
voucher at the end of the year. He
said he chose 1o become a part of
the AmeniCorps leam because he
“wanled o do something for the
environment, something outdoors
and to work with people.”

“It's been a great experience
so far,” said Dull, who has his
Bachelor's Degree in English and
plans on furthering his education.
“The dynamics of working in a
group like this arc rcally interest-
ing."

Since the program began late
last summcr, only four pcople
have dropped out, Gabay said.
Onc was asked o leave, while
the other three chose to depart for
personal reasons.

The Northwest Service
Academy is one of similar
programs crcated as part of
AmcnCorps, Some of those in-
volved live on site at Trout Lake,
and their room and board is
deducied trom their $156 per
week. Others live at home or in
other privale residences.

Those from the ML Adams

Center work throughout the
Mid-Columbia region, and Gabay
said he is hearing [rom a number
of groups and agencics who are
intcrested in having groups do
work.

“We mat (last weck) with some
people who want us 10 do some
riparian work on Fiflleen Mile
Creck,” Gabay said. “The BPA
also wants us 1o do riparian work
on other crecks. The Dufur His-
lorical Society has talked 1o us.
All of those are in the conceptual
stage. We would also really like
to do some work on the
Riverfront Trail in The Dalles.

The projects being ac-
complished by those in
AmcriCorps arc quite likely
projects that would not get done
otherwise — at least not as
quickly, Gabay noted.

“We arc going out and working
in the communities,” said Gabay.
“We hope people will see what
can get done.”

Those who have work done by
AmeriCorps workers pay for it in
various ways. In the case of the
college, CGCC officials agreed
lo give tuition granis for par-
ticipants of $200 per day thal the
crew is working on the campus.

Gabay said that he is uncenain
how the grants will be used, but
different options are being ex-
plored, ranging from a class
being taught w all in the ML
Adams Cenler, w individuals get-
ting further training.

“It is a cooperauve effon that
works,” Gabay said.

The Northwest Service
Acadcmy is currently recruiting
for new crew members 0 begin
working in January. For additon-
al information about the program
contact Leigh Hancock at (509)
395-3467.
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ASHLAND TIDINGS
ASHLAND, OREGON
JUNE 26, 1995

AmeriCorps forest project
shows what can be done

At the top of Morton Street in Ashland is a unique neigh-
borhood of big beautiful homes with grand views, where res-
idents can relax on their decks and watch the shadows play
on the castern hillsides and follow the spring squalls as they
sweep through the valley. It's also one of Ashland's nelgi?)
borhoods in the forest interface - known for both its benul?"
and potential (ire danger. Last week a crew of young people
in (he AmeriCorps program braved wet, steep slopes and
wrestled with downed logs, dying trees and poison oak t0
help make this area less of a fire danger.

The city of Ashland owns about 1,000 acres of undevel-
oped land, so the four acres of city land cleaned up by the
Forest Service and AmeriCorps crew will not have a major
impact on our city's vulnerability to fire. But the clean-up
does illustrate the value of this natlonal service program.
AmeriCorps/USDA has three broad programs:
Empowerment and Ani-Hunger, Rural Development, and
Public Land and Environment. The work done in the
Ashland watershed was part of the latter program, and the
work is dispatched out of the Applegate Ranger District.
Members of this hard-working and énthusiastic team live at
the Star Gulch facility and aro paid the equivalent of about
$1,200 a month for living expenses and tuition credits. In
addition to watershed work, the crews protect wetlands,

restore recreation areas, increase handicap accessibility, and
much more,

L]

The AmeriCorps program has been criticized by Rep.
Newt Gingrich and others as being too cxpensive, but impor-
tant work is being done and the long-range benefits are great
in lcarned job skills and cducational incentives. Invesiments

in education pay big dividends, as we have witnesscd with
the QI Bill.

The local project also serves as an cxamplc of what can be
done to reduce fire danger cven on steep slopes with decades
of accumulation of dead fuel. The slash was piled up and
covered with tarps for burning nexi fall, and enough dead
and dying trees were hauled out of the area 10 generate
$2.,000 for the city's forest land clean-up fund.

So private forest 1and owners take note. Even difficult
property. can be managed to reduce the danger of forest fircs.
"You won't he able to get an AmeriCorp team for privale pro-
*jects, but a lot of good ideas and dircction arc available
through the Ashland Fire Department and the local Forest
Service ranger station.



MAIL TRIBUNE
MEDFORD, OREGON -
FEBRUARY 15, 1995

AmeriCorps update

he last time we wrote defending President

Clinton’s national service program, Amer-

iCorps volunteers were up in Butte Falls,
hammering away on improvements to the Butte
Falls community hall.

They're still In Butte Falls, working at the
cdounty library branch building, the fire hall and
restrooms at the park. Earlier, they maintained
rational forest trails, planted trees, and worked
an erosion-control projects.
~ THE NATIONAL SERVICE program pro-

vides young workcrs with a living stipend and

money for college. But the GOP Congress is still
éager to make AmeriCorps an example of its
willingness to spare no “liberal” program
(although it wants to spend more money for
young soldiers to do make-work on obsolete mili-
thry bases) — especially a program that Presi-
dent Clinton can properly be proud of.

Anyway, since that last editorial AmeriCorps
crews are now helping improve the popular but

eavily worn trail on Upper Table Rock. Liter-
ally, your tax dollars at work.
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Chief of AmeriCorps lauds
Redlands, Ontario projects

By ALISA SLAUGHTER
The Sun’s Redlands Bureau

REDLANDS — Programs
helping farmers and rural resi-
dents solve water run-off, soil
erosion and other problems give
the federal government a person-
al touch, the head of AmeriCorps
national service said Thursday.

“Typically, a lot of govern-
ment programs are regulatory —
we're often the bad cop, saying
here’s the subsidy you'll lose,
here’s the fine you’'ll pay,” said
Joel Berg, as he reviewed pro-
jects in Redlands and Ontario.

“With this, we can tell the
farmers that instead of fining
them, we'll work at no cost to
them to help the family still make
a living and protect the ground-
water at the same time,” he said.

Last year, 85 AmeriCorps par-

ENVIRONMENT

ticipants worked on a major U.S,
Department of Agriculture pro-
ject in the San Bernardino Na-
tional Forest, making camp-
grounds and trails accessible to
handicapped people and com-
pleting other tasks, Now that the
U.S. government approved a bud-
get, a similar project is scheduled
for this year with another 100
workers, Berg said.

Since last year, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
has had nine long-term Ameri-
Corps workers assisting farmers
and rural residents in Rediands
and Ontario.

It’s a valuable service, espe-
cially since the government has
little money to spend on educa-
tion or other aid, Berg said.

One project last year me-

diated a dispute between home-
owners and horse owners in the
Chino area.

“Some of the problems of the
city are working their way to ru-
ral and wilderness areas,” Berg
said. “In some areas, people move
to an area and discover that the
nice, cute, scenic horses their
neighbors have produce manure
that produces an odor.”

Small-scale projects suit Bang
Ta, a recent Cal Poly Pomona
graduate, just fine. Ta works out
of Redlands and assists dairy
farmers on water-management
programs. The corps helps him
pay off his student loans as he
performs volunteer work.

“After this, I want to go to
dental school and then velunteer
some more,"” Ta said.
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Clinton rep: Looks

at watershed projects

* Cont. from front page
Meisenbach said.

Both Auld and Berg said they
were impressed by the contest
and its participants. Auld said,
“It's hard to pick a winner when
they're all so good.”

Next, Berg traveled from Lower
Lake to Middletown with envi-
ronmental representatives to see a
streambank erosion project com-
pleted at SL. Helena Creek. One of
the purposes of Berg's visit was to
view that project and give credit
and attention to the Upper Putah
Stewardship (UPS), an organiza-
tion dedicated lo improving the
condition of the Upper Putah
Creek Watershed.

According to Whitney, the UPS

has approximately 3(' members,
including both private citizens
and government agency represen-
tatives. Organized in January, the
UPS is sponsored by the East
Lake Resource Conservation Dis-
trict.

Berg said he was impressed

with how the UPS, with no fund-

ing dollars, was able to put

together an erosion project using

only planted willows, volunteers,
and donated machinery. Part of
the project’s purpose was to pro-
tect a nearby home endangered
by creek erosion.

Berg also said it was great to
see Auld and Whitney, who are
acting as project coordinators for
the UPS, making efforts to help
their iocal communities.

étershed
advocates flow

together —

Ji<- |'H,

Joel Berg, President Clinton’s appointee to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, visited Lower Lake and Middletown Tharsday. From
left, the group included AmeriCorps member Chyis Auld, Lake
County Supervisor Heless Whitney, Berg, and Frank Meisen [mnilif
the director of East Lake Resource Conservation District.



National volunteer leader
spreads word in Midcoast

by Judy Lindahl

ROCKLAND — Whether the
AmeriCorps national service pro-
gram succeeds or fails will depend
on the quality of work and local
impact of programs corps members
are involved in, according to a fed-
eral official whose agency spon-
sors volunteers worklns in the
Midcoast.

Joe Berg, director of natlonal
services for the United States
Department of Agriculture, visited
Maine June 28 to see how Ameri-
Corps personnel working in'the
Clean Water quality monitoring
program statewide were doing,
including the Midcoast from Wis-
casset to Camden..

 Berg said that such programs let
local communities set priorities,
and how they succeed will be the
final test of the worth of Ameri-
Corps. Its goals, he said, include
the idea of “building oommnmly
This effort emphasizes that “gov-
emment is a two-way street” and
allows people to serve their coun-
try while building their personal
experience, he said. :

__ Berg said that becausé the' pro- -
jects are all voluntary, “they have’
to meet the market test” of local

need.-

Members of the tedenny-fund-" y
ed program have been added to the .
University of Maine Cooperative o

Extension sponsored water moni-

M. N

toring, giving the progn.m a boost
of about $75,000 in personnel help.
Esperanza Stancioff, water qual-
ity biologist who runs the program
statewide, detailed the effort in a
meeting with Berg in Rockland.
She and Lee Humphreys, whose

position is funded through USDA, .
told Berg about teachers, students :

and residents in communities who
are becoming concerned about

« water quality.

Stancioff cited two groups
where local people have become
active in the water qualil'y pro-
gram.

People on Islesboro, she said,

" concerned about théir shellfish

resource, arc becoming aware of
the impact of the Penobscot River
water’s condition on their shore.
By helping people take care of the

" environment in their local commu-
‘nities and educating them on issues

iuvolved she said, they become

- aware of the larger picture, which

includes the entire Gulf of Maine.
" * Discussing. a group in Camden

" where 45 students helped train resi-

dents in water quality monitoring

* programs, Stancioff pralsed the

involvement of - schogls.

_'Humphreys echoed her'comment,
and noted that she has worked with
' “some amazing teachers” who are

helping students.

" Humphreys, who will use her
“grant 1o pay for her education, feels
"that AmeriCorps cunnecn you

e

with government in a very positive
way.).

Stancioff also said that Ameri-
Corps allows people “to get out
there and see the real world.”

The water monitoring program
was begun on the St. George and
Damariscotta rivers in 1988. Last
year, Stancioff saw getting Ameri-
Corps volunteers as an opportunity
to add people with background in
the subject as advisors and support-
ers for community groups.

Berg, who toured several sites
in Maine, said President Bill Clin-
ton is committed to keeping fund-
ing for the program alive. 1 think
it will continue and expand,” Berg
said, noting that depends on deci-
sions involving approprialions.

The real fate of AmeriCorps, he
said, “rests on the quality of work
performed.” It will be judged by
whether the work is done well, per-
forms needed community services,
and contributes to the education of
volunteers.

For Stancioff, having two vol-
unteer supervisors (Humphreys and
Charlie Parker) funded by Ameri-
Corps has helped her train and
give support to groups of 35 to 40
volunteers.

For the first year of the pro-
gram, Berg said, there were about
five applications for each of the
20,000 positions available nation-
wide; indications are that this year
there will be 10 to 15 applications
for each slot.

People accepted receive an
award which may be used for col-
lege, job training, or to pay back
students loans. The majority work
in partnerships with states, local
governments, and nonprofit organi-
zations.

The USDA is mnmng teams of
AmeriCorps volunteers which
include about 1,200 people in 38
Ivt_‘tﬂﬂ-""" ’ .-

In Knox and Lincoln counties,
water monitoring groups are func-
. tioning in Wiscasset, Waldoboro,

Damariscotta, St. George, Booth-

[ River,

15?@3.!& néen, il hﬁﬁqt;%{ﬁinds of

Worth ﬁavcn Vinalhaven and
Islesboro, Stancioff said. 3

s vl
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AmeriCorps begins Maine work

Group involved
in many projects
throughout state

By Dawn Gagnon
Of the NEWS Staff

In the year ahead, AmeriCorps
members will get things done in
Maine that for too long have fallen
by the wayside for lack of human
or monetary resources. Fifty-six
men and women sworn in by Presi-
dent Clinton in Maine via satellite
last month have already begun
work in national and community
service programs aimed at meet-
ing human, environmental, public
safety and educational needs.

Maine’s AmeriCorps assign-
ments run the gamut from building
and rerouting trails and resolving
neighborhood conflicts to arming
refugees, seasonal farmworkers,
at-risk youths and low-income peo-
ple with the skills they need to im-
prove their prospects.

Others aim to stamp out illiter-
acy, improve water quality, de-
liver AIDS-HIV awareness and
education, and assist agriculture
and fisheries agencies to inventory
natural resources and conduct con-
servation education programs.

Touted as the Clinton Adminis-
tration’s domestic Peace Corps
and the heir of the work legacy
handed down by the Depression-
Era Civilian Conservation Corps,
AmeriCorps will engage thousands
of Americans in similar work

across the country that might not

otherwise be done.

Participating programs repre-
sent a mix of projects, some that
existed before and became part of
AmeriCorps, and others that arose
because of it.

Most of the funding for the effort
comes from the Corporation for
National and Community Service,
established under provisions of the
National Community Service Trust

See AmeriCorps, A3, Col. 1

AmeriCorps worker Rob Kiimas Jr. of Millinocket, a marine studies student at the Uriversity of
Maine at Macniaz. injects 2 scallop with a relaxant to encourage spawning. (NEWS Photo by
Scott Haskell
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Mail Tribune / Bob Pennell

HELPING HAND —- Joel Berg, national director of the AmeriCorps program,
helps Rogue Valley AmeriCorps members create fich habitat at Applegate
Lake Thursday. Berg visited southern Oregon as part of a tour of Northwest
programs.

By PAUL FATTIG
of the Mail Tribune

APPLEGATE — The mud-spattered
young man wearing the yellow hard hat
grinned into the cold wind blowing across
Applegate Lake.

“It’s really exciting to move from the
theory phase to making this a reality,” -
Joel Berg said. “To work alongside these
people is really something.”

Berg was among a dozen AmeriCorps
members Thursday who dragged
manzanita brush down into the muddy
basin of the lake's Squaw arm, where the
brush was attached to a cable. Come

Director lauds AmeriCorps

program

strongly is that it's kind of a GI bill
without the GI,” he added. “This is an
alternative way for young Americans to
do service for their country without
joining the military.”

Nationwide, there are about 20,000
members, but he expects the ranks to
grow.

“I think it's working even better than
expected,” he said. “This is work that
either wouldn't get done or work that the
taxpayers would have to pay about five
times as much if private contractors were
todoit.”

In addition to learning good work ethics
and gaining experience, many

spring when the participants will go
lake is full, the to college and
brush will serve as cEIt it continue to add to
i hibitis It's really exciting to move fI‘rom the economy, he
But Berg, 30, the btheory phase to making this @ said.
\.‘i*lasn't amemberof  reality. To work alongside these peholgpy Esrsr W
the young national - inn 99 2 v
service crew based people is really something. ableak future
at the old Star — Joel Berg, wst}gloutthl;e &
Gulch facility of the : program, he said.
Applézate Ranger AmeriCorps director “They are doing
District. Rather, he things government

is national director of the program,
appointed by President Clinton in early
1993.

He stopped by the Rogue River
National Forest program, one of nearly 40
nationwide, as part of a tour of Northwest
projects, In the program that began this
fall, people in their late teens and early
20s earn at least $7,500 and an
educational voucher of $4,725 for 10
months of work.

In addition to a variety of
environmental tasks, they are also doing
rura! development work. including
projects expected to start soon in
Prospect and Butie Falls.

A longtime supporter of the program,
Berg noted that it has components similar
to that of thé Civilian Conservation Corps
of the Great Depression.

“But there is the educational benefit
that didn’t exist before,” Berg said. “Not
only is the government asking something
of young people, but we're giving
something back.

“The reason Clinton believes in it so

couldn’t do, or doing it better for alot
cheaper,” he said. “The president hopes
this goes beyond party politics. A lot of
Republicans supported this.”

Because of that bipartisan support,
Berg expects AmeriCorps to survive
future political battles.

“We need members of Congress to come
up and see what these peorle are doing,”
he said. “Ifthey think they are young, lazy
people being overpaid, then they can kill
the program.”

But he figures that most observers will
come to the conclusion the work is
important, along with the training.

“These people are working darn hard,
and the money they are getting is actually
pretty measly,” he said.

The program oﬂ'e;—s a future for many
young people, he said.

“They are doing things that need to be
done,” he said. “This is not make-work.

The president’s goal is to get up to 100,000.

members by the end of four years."”




section A~page two

the tecumseh chieftain

The USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service began its
AmeriCorps program the last week
of October at Niobrara State Park.
Members from South Dakotu =d
Nebraska took their oath of servic
received basic training about the pro-
gram.’ leared CPF. and compiried
personalily assessments in readiness
to begin helping communities and
others with important rural develop-
ment and environmental projects.

Those selected for the progzam in
Southeast Nebraska include: Jo Anne
Britt of Peru, Travis Dunekacke of
Elk Creek, Jelf Gorgen of Lincoln,
Dawn Kirkwood of Steinauer, and
Michelle Hummel-McCaslin  of
Talmage. They will be working cut of
the communities of Nebraska City,
Tecumseh and Crete.

e’ i : ol 1o i
These are the new AmeriCorps workers who will be working in the Ciete,
Nebraska City and Tecumseh areas this yea on community development
projects. AMembers from l-r, Michelle McCaslin, Dawn Kirkwood, JoAnne
Britt. and JetT Gorgen. Not pictured. Truvis Dunekacke.

ey —— —

) Thur<day, November 16, 1995
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TECUMSEH, NEBRASKA

Second group of AmeriCorps
workers begin area projects

AmeriCorps members will work
with Resource Conservation and
Development (R, C and D) Councils
throughout the state and with the
Nebraska Department of Economic
Development and Chambers of
Commerce in their host communities.

Ares zomniunities will be abic t
access AmeriCorps assistance by
submitting a request through the R,C,
and D Councils, P.O. Box 626,
Tecumseh, NE. 68450 or by calling
402-335-3347. -

These AmeriCorps members will
work mainly in the areas of tourism
development, recreational trail con-
struction, recycling program creation
and household hazardous waste dis-
posal.

(Continued on page 2-A)
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AmeriCorps...

(Continued from front page)

According to Merri Johnson. rep-
resentative of the Five Rivers
Conservation and Development
Area, in Tecumsch, the above work-
ers have the educational knowledge
and experience in doing community
development types of projects are are
completely focused on projects in this
area.

AmctiCoips, President Clinton's
national service program, engages
Americans of diverse backgrounds to
help communities meet some of their
needs. In return, they receive a living
stipend and an educational award
which can be used for college, job
training, or to pay back student loans.
AmeriCorps gives back to America
by performing critical services daily.
AmeriCorps members help by getting
things done whiie building commu-
nity, opportunity and responsibility.

AmeriCorps workers are paid on
an hourly hasis. They receive wages
on an annual basis of $12.000. The
workers are required to work a total
1812 hours over the course of their
year.

The above workers are currently
working on development of a re-
source manual for a workshop for
small communities which is scheduled
for early 1996. With this manual,
leaders in small communities will be
able to know what resources arc
available and where to find those re-
SOurlces,

Another project these workers
will be instrumental in achieving is a
recreational trail along the Missouri
River between Nebraska City and
Brownville.

This is the second group of
AmeriCorps workers (0 assist with
projects in Southeast Nebraska. In
1994, AmeriCorps workers concen-
trated on removing debris in recre-
ational areas which occurred during
thew 1993 floods. The AmeriCorps
workers assisted with projects in
Nehraska City, Brownville, Falls City.
and Pavage City.



"~HE QUINCY HERALD-WHIG

Vol. 161, No. 118

Friday, April 28, 1995

Quincy, lllinois

50 Cents Q

Mapping the Cou

ty

¥

i e et

Americorps crew members Starr McDaniles, left,
-and Darfene Ivarson check their progress in “map-
ping” building addresses in Adams County town-
ships. The work Is a step toward an enhanced 911

Team maps rural
part of county

Starr McDaniles and Darlene
Ivarson attract some attention as
they drive slowly through rural
Adams County townships and
study each building.

People ask if they're out looking
for mushrooms or if they're lost
and need help.

Sometimes the situation is re-
versed. “We get flagged down and
asked for directions,” Ivarson
said.

Whether they can answer the
question or not, they're working to
" sure people get to the right
i Jn in emergency situations.

. McDaniles and Ivarson are part
of a five-member AmeriCorps
team “mapping” each building

_gency sites.

and its address throughout Adams
County. They're taking the first
steps toward an enhanced 911
system that automatically sup-
plies an address for the emer-
gency site.

The crews first mapped existing
addresses for homes and buildings
in the county's 13 incorporated
villages and some townships.

“It lays the groundwork to as-
sign addresses to everybody in the
county,” said Mark Warren with
Klingner & Associates. “All ad-
dresses will be street-style ad-
dr- "-es like in Quincy.”

v .'s tedious and time-
consuming. It requires a great
deal of concentration,” said crew
member Bob Gillespy. “After a
while my vision blurred from
marking little houses on the map
and looking ahead, then going
back to check stuff.” :

H-W Photo/Michacl Kipley

system that would supply the addresses of emer-
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Editorlal ' '

- Americorps-may
offer many benefits

E atchez has the honor of hosting Shelly Foutz-Lowe, a

r Pascagoula native, who is among the first wave of volun-

teers with Americorps, President Clinton'’s program to
encourage young men and women to serve their country.

In exchange for a stipend and money to fund education. young
people spend their time trying to make life better for those around
them,

Fourz-Lowe, a graduate of the University of Southem Mississip-
pi, is 2mong 67 Americorps volunteers in Mississippi. The presi-
dent created Americorps to address needs in education, human ser-
vices, public safety and the environment on the community level.
Any community can benefit from that type of assistance.

. We applaud the spirit behind the Americorps program. If admin-

. istered correctly, it has the poiental to serve the people of this

. country in countless ways through the coming years.

., If the program survives budget cuts and presidential election

, years, its benefits will be many fold.

" Individuals will benefit directly from the assistance provided by
volunteers.

The volunteers will benefit not only from the stipend and college
money, but by coming to know the joy of helping others. We don’t

.expect many volunteers to complete their terms withoat having

" their personal horizons expanded at least a little bit.

" And whenever there is an honest effort to improve the quality of
life of needy people. everyone benefits. Good deeds create good-
will, which anyone may enjoy.

. President Clinton spoke about this program often during his cam-
paign for election. Since his inauguration, it has received litile
press.

Perhaps that is best. The program will succeed or fail on its own
merits. which means it will succeed or fail on the merits of people
like Foutz-Lowe.

We wish Fourz-Lowe good luck in her work here. and we encour-
age her 10 remember she is in on the ground level of what may
someday, years from now, be considered a grand tradition.
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AmeriCorps Recruits Being-
Recruited For 3 Nebr. Sites

The USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) is
continuing their recruitment for
the AmeriCorps national service
program.

According to Jan Jorgensen,
NRCS State Program Director,
applications are still being ac-
cepted for the northeast location
sites of Ponca, Plainview and
O'Neill. She said that the
application deadline has been
extended to Friday, Oct. 6.

"AmeriCorps is a national
service program that engages
Americans of diverse back-
grounds to help communities
meet some of their needs,” ex-
plains Jorgensen. "In return,
AmeriCorps members recelve an
educational award which may be
used for college, job training, or
to pay back student loans. Most
AmeriCorps members are work-
Ing in partnerships with states,
local governments and non-
profit organizations."

USDA has three types of
AmeriCorps teams in 38 states,
composed of approximately 1,200
members: An Anti-Hunger Team;
a Public Lands and Environment
Team; and a Rural Development
Team,

"Many of the AmeriCorps
projects will be sponsored by
community-based organiza-
tions," she said. "In Nebraska,
Resource Conservation and De-
velopment Councils (RC&D) and
the Department of Economic De-
velopment (DED) are participat-
ing with NRCS."

According to Jorgensen, the
five participants at the northeast
Nebraska USDA sites will work
individually with rural devel-
opment issues in communities
located within RC&D areas.

"They'll be involved in
tourism development, recre-
ational trail construction,
starting recycling programs

where none now exist, and
working to educate people on
proper handling and disposal of
household hazardous wastes, as
well as, other projects identified
by RC&D Councils and DED," she
adds.

Those with a college degree,
two years of work experience
and/or a high school diploma
may apply.

"A sincere desire to perform
national service, as well as,
learning about, training in and
working with rural communities
is a must,” she sald. "Participants
will work full-time for a year to
earn a stipend of $7,945 to
$12,000 and an educational
award of $4,725 for successful
completion of 1,700 hours of di-
rect community service.”

For more Information about
the program call Jan Jorgensen,
Program Director at 402-582-
4866. To request an application
call Shelli Moore at 402-437-
5309 or the toll-free national
USDA/AmeriCorps hot line at 1-
800-880-4183.



Thursday, November 16, 1995

USPS NO. 211-060 24 Pages, 3 Sections Plus 2 Inserts  SINGLE COPY 50¢

Box 360, O'Neill, Nebr. 68763

AMERICORPS -- Chamber of Commerce mana
teer Bonnie Tyrell on one of the projects that wil
munities in Region 24,

;

er Pai Fritz works with Americorps volun-
develop working partnerships within com-

Americorps Volunteer Aims
To Build Workmg Partners

111
the goal of tha new Americorps
volunteer in O'Neill

Bonnie Tyrell, un Amelia na-
tive, began work this moath as the
Americorps volumtoer for the arca.

Her primary responsibility will
hmm“-ulhe devdq:
m}cﬂmumm B

t, Boyd, Keya Paha, ma
Rock and Chexry countics. —
are compiling a commu-
ruourcu manual, helping
Trail and helping

lodwalopl County Visilor's

She pl.-swneetwhh the
chambers of commerce in each of
the communities in the area snd
will also help with projects for
schools and organizations,

Tyrell is one of five people in

cast Nebraska a d for

Helping to develop working
within communities i

was sel Nonheul
Nebratka READ) st P

Ongmnlly, two Ameﬂwrp:

volunteers were 10 be assigned W

Americorps in re-

tum fot a lmn allowance, educa-

tion award mdiﬂlmhm
Shc found out about the

the O'Neill area and the d po-
sition

Pat Prite,
Arca Chamber
site supervisor for Tyrell's 9-12
month

The of Mr, and Mrs.
Oene Hansen of Amelia, she
moved 10 Atkinson from Lincoln
where she has lived with her family
for 23 years.

Her husband, Stan, is a rancher
and works for JT1 Trucking.

The couple has two children,
Tyson, 20, a student at Dr
College in Springficld, MO.,
Trl}x,‘lﬁ & junior at West Holt.

Tyrell is the former quality
assurance director at the Lincoln
Rﬁgionﬂoe-m and is a u

the Americorps program which

mjorll
Cc:rnml.mllyI
She plans o cmunm: hu educa-
tion in occupational therapy at the
College of St. Mary in Omaha afier
her A stint is completed.
Tyrell signed a 1,7 hour

mdemudloboh she
"Pn (Friez) is me 0
leam more about O'Neill and the

based program because of her con-
cem for the environment,
Americorps grew out of the na-
tional and Community Service
Trust Act of 1993.
That act created the Corporation

“foy Matichd!™and Community

Sm»mmemhofnll
and backgrounds in commu-

clude VISTA [80 untleers In

Service To Amenica) and NCC
National Civilian Community

'mmisopulovoluu-

teers, age 17 and older, regardies
of their educational level. =

Members go through a training
m before they are mssigne:

Pcml: vmhm; 10 learn mor
and the service
offered by Mrs, Tyrell may contac
her tll:o:?h the O'Neill Are.
Commerce, 336-2355



Blues band to

perform in Gap

Darrell Garnett &
Horizontal Blues will be per-
forming from 5-7 p.m.
Saturday at Festival Park at
Cumberland Gap, Tenn. In
case of rain the concert will be
| held at Berkau Park.

Seating is limited at both
parks, so bring your own lawn
chair. The concert is free and
open to the public.

Jobs will help
students fund

education

AmeriCorps is seeking
prospective workers to fill five
temporary full-time positiofis*
to work on a rural development
effort in parts of Campbell
County, Tenn., and Bell and
Whitley Counties in Kentucky.
AmeriCorps is one of several
community service projects ini-
tiated by the Clinton adminis-
tration to bring America back
to a spirit of volunteerism.

Anyone age 17 or over from

Tennessee or Bell or Whitley
Counties in Kentucky is eligi-
ble to apply for the program.
All positions are full-time and
participants will work for a
nine to ten month period. After
completion of the term of ser-
vice the AmeriCorps partici-
pant will receive an educational
award worth $4,725 to be
applied to the college or voca-
tional school of their choice.

Specific placements in
Campbell, Bell or Whitley
Counties will be coordinated
through the National Congress
of Neighborhood Women.
Placerrents will be made with
Woodland Community Trust in
Roses Creek, Henderson
Settlement in Frakes, and
Whitley Small Farms Project in
Williamsburg, Ky. Tasks in
Whitley and Bell County are
related to sustainable agricul-
ture and intensive grazing.
Campbell County community
service workers will focus on
sustainable forestry.

There is no maximum or
minimum family income
required to apply.

Applications will be accepted
until Aug. 5. For further infor-
mation contact Marie Cirillo at
615-784-6832, or Tim

§ LOCAL |

Crawford at 337-3613.
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m left to right) Frederick Measmer, David Bateman,_Sherrl
(I\!:irc?gette and Jgoar)1 Mansfield, team members _of Americorps,
judge the height of a bridge railing at Fun Junktion, the planned
recreational park at the old Pasquotank County landfill. The team
is building bridges and cutting trails for the instructional forest.

Americorps workers
help build Fun Junktion

By JOHN JACKSON
Staff writer '

The project to refurbish the old
Pasquotank County Landfill into
Fun Junktion, a new playground
and recreational facility, has gotten
some help from four participants of
President Clinton’s Americorps
program.

Rodney Johnson, the 10 county
project coordinator for the
Albemarle Resource Conservation
and Development Council, said the
crew members will cut trails, build
bridges and plant trees on the 150
acres to be used as an instructional

- forest adjacent to the playground
area.

Each of the team members, con—l

tracted to work for one year, work
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. In
exchange for their help, Johnson
said the members are paid an

58,000 living stipend plus another
$4,700 which must be used for edu-
cational purposes.

“They can go back to college or
pay off their loans,” Johnson said.
“That’s a pretty good deal.”

Each of the team members said

they applied to work after seeing
an Americorps ad in the newspa-
per.
“I wanted to work outside
because [ was somewhat concerned
about nature,” Perquimans County
resident David Bateman said.
“Nature is the closest thing to
truth.”

“It’s kind of exciting,” Joan
Mansfield said of the project. “Can
you imagine someone giving you
the opportunity to do the best job
you can do?”

After attending a statewide ori-
entation conference in Burlington,
the team started work at the land-
fill on Nov. 27.



National leader visits Cheyenne...
AmeriCorps team looks for renovation prOJects

AmeriCorps/USDA projects
celebrated the beginning of the
second year of participation in the
couniry's national service
program during October with
swearing ceremonies nationwide.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton's national service
program, passed with bi-partisan
support from Congress, that
engages 20,000 Americans of
diverse backgrounds in
performing service that meets
critical community needs in
return for an educational award,
which may be used to pay for
college, job training, or graduate
school, or to pay back student
loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are
working in partnerships with
states, local governments, and
non-profit organizations.

U.S. Department of Agriculture
will sponsor approximately
1,350 members in 45 states
during 1995-96. Members will
continue to serve on one of three
types of teams: Anti-Hunger,
Public Lands and Environment,
and Rural Development.

On November 29th the
AmeriCorps Team stationed at
the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service in
Cheyenne was visited by Joel
Berg, Director of National
Service (USDA) Washington,
D.C. Berg's goal for his trip to
Oklahoma was to personally
meet and work alongside

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Service
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old shelterbelt in Roger Mills County.

AmeriCorps members. During
his visit to the arca Berg helped
the team rcnovate a tree row in
western Roger Mills County,
Renovations involved removing
old, dead and diseased trees and
planting new seedlings in the
spring.

The team members are Octavio
Villa, Jr., Elk City; Jeremy
Moler, Charles Hughes, Robert

Jencks, all of Cheyenne; and
Brant Rogers, Reydon.

The AmeriCorps Team will be
looking for renovation projects
throughout the next nine months,
If you are an interested
landowner, please contact your
local USDA-NRCS office. The
Cheyenne Team will be working
in Roger Mills, Beckham, and
Custer Counties.

CHEYENNE STAR
CHEYENNE, OKLAHOMA
DECEMBER 3, 1995
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Agriculture

Servmg, learning and earning in the AmeriCorps

In North Dakota this year the programs object is to increase awareness of the need for protecting ground and surface water

By BLAKE NICHOLSON
Stalt Writer

elly Bosch and Jessica

Krumwiede both weré

looking for a way lo

finance their college
educations. They found it in a
relativaly new program similar to
the Peace Corps, and their expe-
rience is paying off in more ways
than just financially.

Bosch and Krumwiede, both of
Devils Lake, signed up for
AmeriCorps, a national service
program started by President
Clinton in 1994. Bosch is in his
first year of service, Krumwiedo
in her second. They don’l regret
postponing their educations to
work for the 1S, Department of
Agriculture.

“It’s a worthy project — I real-
Iy believe in it,” Bosch said. “It's
good for the experience and the
scholarship.”

Those who complete 1,700
hours of community work during
nine months in the program earn
i 84,725 grant, said Jay Mar,
manager of the Natural Resource
Conservation Service Lake
Agassiz Regional Council in
Fargo. Mar is (‘Fm(:ling the
AmeriCorps project in North
Dakota this year.

The grant can be used to pay
tnition or o pay off student
loans

Bosch, 19, and Krumwiede, 21,
are lwo of [ive people in North
Dakola working in AmeriCorps

this vear. Mar said they all want
to po back to school Iﬁﬁ‘mr‘r

afford to with-
oul some help.

Fulfilling
a need

In North
Dakota,
AmeriCorps is
run through
the conserva-
lion service.
The program'’s
main objective
this year s to
increase
awareness in
rural commu-
nities and on
farms — par-
ticularly in the
southeastern
part of the
stale — of the
need for pro-
tecting ground and surface water
from contamination.

That involves identifying
potential sources of contamina-
tion both on farms and in towns,
and documenting those sources,
Krumwiede said.

“We put all that on a map, in
case Lhere was ever an acci-
den!,” she said. "The town
would then come up with a plan
of whalt they would do in that
situation.”

Identifying possible sources of
contamination means a lot of
knocking on doors and asking
questions, Bosch said.

“A lot is with farmers, and |
can relate there,” said Bosch,
who grpw up on a farm. “That

helps. If a vehicle with govern-
ment plates pulls up, you never
know what farmers will think. So
it's nice to be able to relate.”

The AmeriCorps members are
also helping ranchers in the
southeastern part of the state
implement proper grazing man-
agement plans. They're doing
that by sponsoring workshops
and by doing inventories of field
plant species for ranchers.

Communities also can request
the AmeriCorps workers for a
local project, Mars said.

“These are services that are not
offered by anyone else,” he said.
“There's kind of a void, and
that's where AmeriCorps comes
in and provides assistance. And
the beauty of the program is ...
AmeriCorps does not charge the
community.”

For example, this year the
AmeriCorps workers, who often
work separalely, leamed up lo
shore up the banks of the Turtle
River in Grand Forks County
using a method called bioengi-
neering. The workers used willow
cullings and old evergreens lo
shore up the bank.

The AmeriCorps leam will
likely be undertaking a similar
project on Brekken Lake in
McLean County lale next spring,
Mar said.

Money and
experience

For Bosch and Krumwiede,
their experience with
AmeriCorps has been nothing but
beneficial.

Submitied pholo

BANK WORK — Members of the AmeriCorps team shore up the banks of the Turtle River in
Grand Forks County last fall. Next spring they'll probably be doing a similar project on the
Brekken River in McLean County. “We don't call it working, we call it performing a service," said
Jessica Krumwiede, a member of the team.

“It's given me confidence in
myself and given me a great
learning experience” said
Krumwiede, who works out of
the conservation service office in
Fargo. “And the college scholar-
ship will help immensely.”

Krumwiede is planning to
attend the University of North

Dakota in Grand Forks after her
time with AmeriCorps ends next
August. She’s considering major-
ing in anthropology.

Bosch, who works out of the
conservalion service office in
Wahpeton and plans o attend
the North Dakota State School of
Science in Wahpeton, said he

would like to work two years in
AmeriCorps.

“It's real interesting work,” he .
said. “I'm getting a lot of experi-
ence, and the scholarship does
help a lot.

“It will help out with college,
and’it'll look real good on a
resume.”
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AmeriCorps director says the program
does what government should be doing

By NICOLE DURAN
Chronicle staff writer

One of the heads of President
Clinton's controversial
AmeriCorps project came to West
Michigan - Friday to check up on
volunteers who are working with
area farmers to help keep their
groundwater clean.

Joel Berg, director of the
USDA's AmeriCorps Program,
said the criticism the program bas
drawn 1s politically motivated and
has nothing to do with the quality
or value of the volunteers’ efforts.

Berg said that if more Ameri-
cans were just familiar with
AmeriCorps, they would have a
positive reaction. “(They would
say) ‘this is great, this is finally
what a government program
should be doing. It gets things
done, it strengthens communities
and expands educational opportu-
pities and says you don't get a
dime unless you serve’ — the con-
servative idea of personal respon-
sibility,” Berg said.

AmeriCorps is working 10 con-

—

———

junction with the Department of
Agriculture’s Natural Resource
Conservation Service and the Mus-
kegon County Soil Conservation

District to run Farm-A-Syst
evaluations.
Farm-A-Syst workers check

abandoned well closures, lest wa-
ter for nitrates and herbicides, ex-
amine fertilizer and pesticide stor-
age. They also look at livestock
runoff and evaluate locations of
wells and fuel tanks.

Statewide, the USDA bas 16
AmeriCorps volunteers. National-
ly, AmeriCorps has about 25,000
volunteers; 1,300 work under the
USDA's guidance.

A Michigan State University ag-
riculture student from Montcalm
County has been working in
Newaygo County to help West
Michigan farmers.

Brett Bartlett, the MSU student
stationed there, said the people he
helps usually take his advice and

the necessary steps, which are of-
ten simple, toward keeping their
groundwater clean.

“uA Jot of the time the say, ‘Why

didn't I think of that?,’ " Bartlett
said.

Preventative measures can be
easy, Bartlett said. He aiso em-
phasized that all AmeriCorps as-
sessments of farmland within the
area are confidential.

Bartlett receives a $12,000 sti-
pend for his service, along with a
$4,725 educational grant thal,
without which, he says he probably
could not afford to atlend college.

Berg said in response to criti-
cism of the program, “If Ronald
Regan proposed a program and
said that two-thirds of the money
goes to state commissions appoint-
ed by governors, (that) the projects
are picked by local communities,
not Washington bureaucrats, and
it’s not just for low income people
... oh, and you don't get a cent un-
less you work ... everyone would
say what a grand conservative
idea."”
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REBECCA HADDAD is from
Minnesota and Is currently on
the AmeriCorps program with
the Sioux- YMCA, which is lo-
cated In Dupree, While here in
Eagle Butte Rebecca is help-
ing out at the CEB Junior
High, the CEB Dorms and.with
the JDC. She will -be here for
the school year. her initial
comments on Eagle Butte are
“A strong community with
many friendly people. I look
forward to working in Eagle
Butte this  year.”
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IF | HAD A HAMMER

Photo by Ross D. Franklin/The Washing

AmeriCorps volunteer Yolanda Courtney (right) talks with resident Blanche Easley at a news conference marking the renovations of the Arthur Capper Apartments.

ton Times
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ANTI-HUNGER PROGRAM

United Way given $25,000

United Way of Greater Milwaukee has received a
$23,000 grant from the Geaeral Electric Fund to
support a local initiative to hire and train 38 young
people to work with an anti-hunger program.

The grant will be used to support the Department
of Agriculture’s AmeriCorps Aunti-
Hunger, Nutrition and Emn erment
Project coordinated by the Hunger
Task Force of Milwaukee and the
Milwaukee . Community Service

The two coordinating organizations .
will recruit, hire, train and- educate 38 people
between the ages of 18 and 23 for the program.

AmeriCorps teams then will Jmplement activitjes
in four focus areas: copmuaity gutreach; construct-
ing and renovating bulldings fqr food sites and or
meal programs; helplog local farmers: with peigh-
borhood farmers merkets; apd working with food
pantries, meal programs and food drives to collect,
sort and assist at the Humger Task Force ware-
house.
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Service corps recruits dig in to help neighborhoods, themselves

By Ray

Tupunr STary Weriks

Hodding a shovelful of dirt, with
manicured designer Lingernails
shinhded with rhanestones, Carrwe
I"olts on Tuesday began working
toward her goal of |I'l‘ll|‘nll‘lg an
accountant

I starts right here, like this,
digging and shoveling But you
know, when I'm inlo my career,
1 e making he money for ine
e my son” saud Polts, 20, a
st parent with a7 month-okd
Trabwy

For e summer, Polls will be
carning $147 a week with the
pemnise of an additional $1000 Tor
vollege under a 10 week model of
Presudent Chinlon's Americorps, a
ki service program billed as
a domestic Peace Corps. Amer
worps won't oflicially start and
aceepl s one year reennts until
fall

Potls was among 50 summer re-
crults, whose ages range from 16
to 22, who cleaned up a South
Skle neighborhomd Nower garden
Tuesaday al Homewood and Monite
rey Avenues. Nearly hall of the
Summer of Safely parlicipants
come from poor backgroumls.

“It's not exactly the kind of
work | would want o do all the
time, but it'’s better than hanging
oul,” said Potls. who plans to
allendd Northeastern Hlinois Uni-
versity in the fall

Tiw Chicago High Sehool for Ag
rienltural Scence, the 1S, Depart
went of Agricalture and the Chi
vapo Housing Authorily shaped

the local plan and devised duties
for 1he recrnls,

It started with some weed pull-
ing, bul before it's over, the re-
cruils will fight illegal aclivity in
o of Clibcago’s nelghborhoods,

“These Kids are very eager 1o
help peoples mud | know they will

get a lot out of i.” said Karen
Cole, 35, an Agriculture Depart-
ment employee who supervises
the workers,

Gardening I8 light work com-
pared lo the task the recrults will
face in two weeks: cleaning up the
Ida . Wells housing development

and helping the Soulh Side area's
residents form a neighborhood
walch program.

“I'm not afraid I've heard all the
horror storfes, and no matler how
you see il, these are people who
need help,” said Quinn lLeonard,

Inbune photo Dy John Diekan

Some of the 50 summer recruits working for an urban service corps clean up a South Side neighborhood flower garden Tuesday.

17, a Beverly residen! and a grad.
uate of St. Ignatius College
Preparatory School. “I'm here to
try and help them out.”

Joel Berg, nationnl service diree
tur for the Agriculture Depart-
ment, said Chicago and CHA po

lice will inereise Therr presence Lo
ensure the recrmts are sale b
tween the work hours ol 7 aome o
4 pm

“If you want to make a difler
ence, you've gol to go mnlo arvas ol
high crime.” Berg sanl “Witve
laken precautions, butl ne one can
guarantee 100 percent salety lor
them.”

But the combination of improv
ing neighborhoods, steady sum
mer employmwent, and the bonus
for college or vocational sehool
tramming was enough 1o keep the
recruits from entertioning
thoughts of leaving the progriam

Some recruits sand they I spend
time trving o get Wells residents
involved with mmproving their
arva

“I's their neighborhomd. The by
part will fall on the residents, unl
I'H help ont,” saud arkara Wilson,
18, who was radsesd ot the Cabram
Green development and now hives
a few bhlocks away wilh her
mother.

“Maybe some day the place can
be a wondertul place to live,” Wil
son, a premed student al Weslern
Minois Universily, said of Wells
“We'll work together ™

Potts, who was raised al Wells
and still lives there, said she'll in
troduce her work fmiends 1o some
neighborhood friends
“Everything's going to be fine 'l
talk o some Iriends of mine ol
get them (o help us, so everyone
works together,” she sad. “Wa'll
have fun.”



AZTEC, NEW MEXICO
MARCH 1995

The Aztec Local News |
AmeriCorps in San Juan County

Since early 1989, the Aztec Theater has been the home of the San Juan Chapter 9 of the
Disabled American Veterans (DAV), The building was a shambles when it was donated to
the DAV. Since then, with patience, their own and donated funds, and lots of ingenuity,
DAV members have been renovating the building. The goalis to create a comfortable space
for their own meetings and an entertainment and meeting space for the community.

So far, the members of the DAV estimate they have volunteered 36,000 hours and spent
$18,939 on repairing the building. With youthful vigor and dedication, the volunteers have
achieved some amazing resulls. Trash was cleared, walls were stabilized, a kitchen was
mnslalled, and energy conservation measures were implemented. A thrift store was also
established to raise funds. _

Recently the DAV received a boost in their efforts when AmeriCorps offered their ser-
vices. AmeriCorps members were referred to the Aztec Theater Project by Aztec City
Manager Debi Lee. The DAV, AmenCorps, and Lee worked together on a grant proposal to
replace the deteriorating roof, to upholster the theater seats, and to re-stucco the front of
the building. The grant was mailed on Feb. 7, and all involved eagerly await the outcone,
which will be announced after Feb. 27.

AmenCorps is a program that engages diverse groups of Americans in performing criti-
cal service to meel human environmental, public safety, and educational needs in return
for vouchers for education, vocational training, or loan repayment. The Jocal team mem-
bers, Ana Gomes, Laura Horochowski, and Erick Aune, are working in the Natural
Resources Conservation Service office in Aztec. &
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Americorps workers help 10 prevent erosion following last summer’s Devil Fire

Americorps member happy to see president

EE? g 19— — = FEB.16
n Feb. 13,1 heard absut our esteemed

president’s plans tovisit San Bernardino Valley
College, Being an AmeriCorps member and
deeply interested in its political future, I dreamed
of a chance to see or speak with him. I began my
quest by calling my supervisor. Soon, calls to the
campus hosting the event left me with no official
ticket or person to contact.

Ithought of Joel Berﬁ. the national director
for AmeriCorps. I faxed him, begging to know if
my department had even been considered, With
no response, my hope was waning,

On Feb. 14, after lunch, 1 pursued the
destination of the president's speech, hoping
against hope that, once on the grounds, Clinton's
entourage would not reject me.

Well now, you can say you know someone
who's seen the president live. Yet as fate would
have it, 1'd forgotten my camera, but I gotin with
people (Ameri1Corps members) who hadn't
forgotten theirs. So, any photos you see are
compliments of the U.S. Forestry Service
AmeriCorps.

The crowd went wild when he arrived, so glad
to be in from the cold and rain. plus very happy to
see the goal of our efforts realized

President Clinton is certain that by
empowerini}'oung adults to behave responsibly,
and giving them the tools to be competitive, the
hard work and sacrifice for their degrees can be
shared by society.

JAMI FISHER
Ontario



By PAUL FATTIG
of the Mail Tribune

BUTTE FALLS — Risa Huetter has a
challenge for those in Congress contem-
plating cutting the budget for Ameri-
Corps.

“They should come out and work with
us and scc how hard we work,” said the
Amﬂ(brm member. “If they think what
we're doing s s!upid. then they don’t
know what's going on.’

Congressional leaders, vowing to reduce
federal spending, have questioned the
merits of the $580 million in funding for
the 20,000-member national service eorps.
President Clinton, who louted the pro-
gram in his state-of-the-union address last
month, wants to expand the program.

Under the program, participanis re-
ceive $7,660 in living allowance during
their 10-month Lour, and a $4.725 educa-
tional voucher (0 be used for college or
trade-school tuition,

Since joining AmeriCorps last fall,
Huetter, 19, of Ashland, and the olher
members based at the Rogue River Na-
tivnal Forest have been cutling irails,
planung trees, building crosion control
projects. cleaning up alter forest [ires and
wurking on various construclion projects.

In the local community hall, built 40
years ago, AmeriCorps members are re-
storing the interior and adding a long
awning over the entrance.

Over at the county branch library build-
ing, they have started building a storage
shed. Plans also call for building an exten-
sion on the local fire hall. And they are
rehabilitating restrooms in the nearby
park.

Those projects are being financed by a
$110,000 gramt received by Butte Falls
through the Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative for timber-dependent
communities. Prospect has received u sim-
ilar grant.

Huetter, who was working on a ranch in
Colorado before joining AmeriCorps, says
the program allows young people to learn
work skills and earn money [or education.

"T've learned a lot of patience,” she said,
noting she intends 1o go to college upon
vompleting the program. "1 plan Lo go into
architecture. I like doing canstruction. It’s
#reat o learn how things are put to-
aether.”
~ Nabunteer supervisor Bill Tucker, 55,
larmer town marshal ol Batte Falls, likes

o ;:j;: |8 Mg
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Cisco Villastrivo, 19, works on the Butte Falls community center

the way "“e prugran has come together
“We't' celting repairs that have been
badly 1 - ded (or years,” Tucker said. “I

honest!. nelie = it’s as good a program as

you're «nin, ‘et 10 help a community
like thi.. Th re.w..  other wov I can think
of that this ki ' of work wousd get done.

“And they .vu great workers, * he
added. “As soon .s they know what you
want, they get right to it."

Tim Dodge, 21, of Cottage Grove, spent
three years studying environmental
scence al Oregon State University hetore
joining AmeriCorps.

“T’robably one of the toughest things 1o
do now:adnys is Lo et a job striveht out of

,'.'if'
I

college,” he said. "1 wanted to get some
work cxperience before completing my
degree.”

Dodge also wants doubters Lo visit an
AmeriCorps work site.

“The best way Lo know what’s going on
is 10 get out here,” he said. “It's bard to
put down on paper what were getting
from this program. We're earning what
we're getting.”

Cisco Villastrivo,
agreed.

“I keeps me out of trouble.” e said of
the program, !"And ['m learning new swuiY
al the ume’

Before jommsz AmenCorps. he worked

19, of Woodburn.

boondoggle in ‘ tt Falls

MTMIMJMW.
in an AmeriCorps project.

in a glass lactory,

“T want to go buck 1o school.” he said.
“The only reason ['m not going w0 school
now was that T didn’t have the inoney.
This program is really helping me out.”

Laured Alexanian, 20, of Spokane, who
was painting a room inside the hall, was
working in fast-food restaurants six
months ago.

“I wanted to do something that had
more of a purpose,” she said, adding that
she is interested in pursuing a carcer in
wildlife biology or conservation.

“[ like learning the differcent types of
work.” she sasd. adding, “TUL ook 2ood on
my resime. oo’

S661 ‘ST TIAdV
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America Lorp voliunreer

Lujan Preparing Area Calendar

Leticia t.ujan i~ the America
Corp volunteer working at the
Eloy Chamber of Commerce Lu-
jan’s job is to promote economic
development -

Lujan’'s job 1s stmilar 10 that of
a VISTA volunteer Her job will
end Sept 30 She saw a flier about
the America Corp program and
that a meeting was scheduled at
city hall

After that she applied for the po-
sition. At the end of her term she
will get a $4.700 educativa grant
and this 1s the reason she 15 work-
ing hard

She is an Eloy natine Lujan
graduated from the Santa Cruz
Valley Union High School in 1987

Lujan already has un associate
degree from Central Arizona Col-
lege. She wants 1o go to the Uni-
versity of Arizona in Tucson to
complete her education Although
she has not decided. business ad-
ministration 1s a possibility for
her major

At Santa Cruz she plaved soft-
ball and was in the Spanish Club

She is married to Marceio. and
they have four young children

Her main project is coordinal
Ing a community calender On the
south side of the Eloy Chamber of
Commerce office is a window that
displays her initial efforts

Lujan is also working on a labor
survey in Eloy for the Greater
Casa Grande Economic Develop
ment Foundation This 1s sched-
uled to begin in the next few
weeks.

She is also preparing a business
proprietor survey for lhe cham
ber. This is to gain information
aboult local business and wha they
do business with. “*We want to ~ve
if we can attract businesses that
they might need nearby

This survery is scheduled to go
out at the end of the month. L.ujan

_said.

Another project 1s about illeal
dumping. “I'll be researching
ways on how to develop prujects
to stop illegal dumping.” Lujan
said

Water conservation 1s another
project she is working on i coop-
eration with the city

“The community calendar 13
not as good as Eleanor’s « Brown:

viet 7 Lujan said. referring to It's
\ Date columnin T'he Eloy Enter
prise sponsored by Hodges Rexall
Mart Both Lujan and Brown will
he working cooperatively

“Elcanor gave me a lot of infor-
mation and people to contact,”
Lujan said

Giroups are encouraged to con-
tact her if they want to be in the
calendar at 466-3411 at the cham-
ber office

“This 1s something that came
out of the Focus Future effort.
What they want s an actual calen-
dar to put up,” Lujan said. The
calendar is designed and after it is
erccled at the chamber office they
may add lights to 1t

Jannary s the first month.
Thev gare me this window to
work with . temporarily).” Lujan
said

[ want at to look like an actual
calendar It s going to have to be
big 10 put everything for a while
month. " she said
It anyvone has ideas they want

to share with me how to get the
calendar put up please contact
me. Lujan sand

ELOY ENTERPRISE

ELOY, ARIZONA

JANUARY 19, 1995
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ST. CHARLES COUNTY

5th-Graders To Join Natural Resources I estlval

More than 450 fifth-graders from
St. Charles County will participate in
a Natural Resources Festival May 3
al the Busch Memorial Couservation
Area.

The festival will teach pupils about
conservation of natural resources,
Students will touch and compare ani-
mal coverings, such as skin, scales
and feathers, They'll learn how ler-
races and waterways keep soil in
place as they become make-believe
raindrops and travel down a slope.
They'll walk through a prairie to see
how prairie restoration can help
wildlife. :

They'll take part in such activities
as “Soil Spies,” “‘Animal Wrappers"
and *‘Speed Bumps.”

The St, Charles-Soil & Water Con-
servation District and the Missouri
Department of Conservation ave
sponsoring the evenl.

Dan Crigler, a wildlife manage-
mend biologist for the Conservation
Department, said, “The Busch Area
is the ideal place to hold this type of
event because we've set up exaniples
of land-inanagement techniques that
conserve our natural resources. We
are anxious 1o share our knowledge

and foster proper land stewardship -

for future generations.”
Sessions will be led by profession-

als from such agencies as the Soil and
Waler District, the Missouri Depart-
menl of Conservation, the National
Weather Service, the Natural Re-
sources Couscervation Service, St,
Louis Science Center, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, University Exten-
sion and olher conservation partners,

Other presenters include students
(rom Francis Howell High School's
stream team and SAFE (Students
Acting (or the Environment), Recy-
cle Round-Up, Wild Canid Survival
and Research Center and the World

Bird Sancluary.

“This is a wonder{ul opportunity
for students in our community (o
spend a day outside, get their hands
dirty and expand their knowledge of
natural resources,” said Coordinator
Trish McCraken. She added, ““We
have 400 students on a wailing list
now, so [ hope the success of this
festival will lead to many more festi-
vals in the years to come.”

The [estival is a pilot event and
community service project coordinat-
ed by McCracken, an AmecriCorps
member,
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MEDFORD, OREGON

‘AmeriCorps recruits
employment program.in RRNF

The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) has begun
recruitment for the AmeriCorps
national service projects that the
Department will run on the Olym-
pic National Forest near Pon
Townsend Washington and on the
Rogue River National Forest near
Medford Oregon stamng in Octo-
ber, 1994.

AmeriCorps is Pres:dent
Clinton's national service initia-
tive that allows diverse groups of
young people 1o eam college or
vocational school scholarships
while performing critical service to
meet human, environmental, pub-
lic safety, and educational needs.
Participants in the program will
work for approximately 10 months
eaming a stipend of at least $7,500
-and “then receive an educauonal
award worth $4,725.

- The 32 participauts_ m the

Olymplc National Foreés{ program"

and 35 participants in the ‘Rogue
River National Forest program will
restore watersheds, restore streams
to enhance fisheries habitat, com-
plete habitat surveys, renovate de-
veloped recreation sites, construct
and maintain trails and a host of

other natural resource projects.

Any citizen age 17 or older is

eligible to apply for the program
however it is anticipated that most

participants will be between 18 and

23. There is no maximum or mini-
mum family income required to
apply. Applications will be accepted
until September 16.

“To apply for the -program or

obtain more information, call Dave

-Johnson at (206) 765-3368 (Olym-

pic National Forest), Mindy Martin
at (503) 560-3404 (Rogue River
_National Forest) or the toll-free

yodth' for

“national USDA AmeriCorps hot

fing at 1-800-8804183.
Secrcmy of Agricylture Mike
Espy urges all interested Ameri-
cans to apply. Espy said
"Amen(‘orps is grounded in the
mmnsu-cam values of community,
mpmslbthly. and opportunity. It
is good for the participants, who
_beoefit from lncrmsed ability to
atténd college or vocauonal school-
-good for the communities, which
benefit- from their services--and
good for the country, which ben-
efits from a renewed civic pride.
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-Agriculture

AmeriCorps members begin work
with Soil Conservation Service

LEWISTON, Minn. — Four AmeriCorps members includ-
ing Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing have started work with the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. They are among 20 Ameri-
Corps members selected to work in Minnesota for one
year. They will be working on a project designed to
improve water quality of the Whitewater River Watershed
including improved nutrient and pesticide management.
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nansas to recelye 48

Americorps Volunteers
TOPEKA — Officials‘an- .
nounced Fnday that 48 Ameﬂ-
lcorps volnnteers will work in -
.ﬂood’-damaged areas and for
\agricultural projects.
' Joel Berg, director of national
nservlce at the U.S. Department
‘of Agriculture, said the volun-
iteers will work in rural aréas to
'renovate windbreaks "and f"aan
‘federal parks in Kansas.
! Two teams of five volunteers
based in Oakley and Scott Clty,
iwill do windbreak renovation.
! Another five teams, each with
‘three members, will work on *
wetlands project.s They will be™
based in Topeka, Emporia, Man-
hattan, Hays and Hutchinson.
Another 20 people will work to
restore federal and state parks
damaged by the 1993 flood. -
Among other things, they will
pick up debris, paint signs and
piénic tables, remove dead trees
' Three other Volunteers will
.work in watershed and’ ‘ag'icu.l
tural projects. =~



Working
from the
Ground Up

Amber Porter-Perifory, a first
grader al Vernon Elementary,
lends a hand to Roberl Smith, a
volunleer with AmeriCorps’
EnviroCorps.

The two were part of a group of
volunteers and Vernon students
planting shrubs in Alberta Park
recently.




- Rogue forest selected
for youth service project

By PAUL FATTIG
of the Mail Tribune

The Rogue River National
Forest has been selected as a
site for one of President Clin-
ton's national service projects.

The local AmeriCorps pro-
ject, in which youth will earn at
least $7,500 and an educational
voucher of $4,725 for 10 months
of work, will begin in late Sep-
tember or early October, said
Rogue forest spokesman Tom
Dew.

“This is goirg to be a real
benefit for the region,” Dew
said. “We have a lot of projects
on the forest that need to be
done that are labor intensive —
trail maintenance, recreational

projects, fence building — all

* kinds of things. We’re really ex-

cited about it.”
Moreover, it will provide lo-
cal youth an opportunity to gain

. work experience and earn an

educational voucher for college
or trade school, he said.

“This program isn't targeted
to any one group,” he said. “The
only requirement is to have a
high-school diploma, a GED or
a willingness to work toward
one.”

Anyone 17 or older may apply
by calling 1-800-880-4183. It
isn't known yet how many will
participate in the local project.

“We hope a lot of them will be
coming from this area,” Dew

see CORPS, Page 4A

Corps —

s§id. “We want to do something
fer communities here.”

zIt is one of 42 AmeriCorps pro-
jécts throughout the nation an-

npunced this week by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The projects

ale funded in part by the Corpora-
tion for National and Community
Service, an independent federal

crporation - created 'by .the Na-.
tinal and ‘Community Service
Trust Act of 1993. The “national -

programs include everything from

wprking in national forests to pro-_

npoting rural development, even
helping with flood-relief projects
in the Midwest.

Some $200,000 is expected to be
available for the local Ameri-
Corps project through Clinton’s
economic-adjustment initiative,
Dew said.

The base for the project will
either be in Prospect at an old
Boise Cascade Corp. nursery or in
the Applegate Ranger District,
Dew said. Negotiations continue

with Boise Cascade on Ikasing the .

old nursery known as Camp Katy-
did, he said. /

“We haven't finalized that yet,”
he said. “We prefer the Prospect
area. But no matter where we put
the base facility, we would run
spike camp elsewhere.” ‘

Meanwhile, an unrelated eight-
week forest work camp for teen-
agers operated by the nonprofit

_ Northwest Youth Caqrps based in

Eugene is set to open Monday in
the Prospect Ranger District. The
33 youths from timber-dependent
communities will be housed in
tents in the district, unless the
lease agreement is signed with
Boise e~ the Katydid site, he said.

Those participants will be paid
$4.75 an hour, working 38 hours a
week on forest projects, Dew said.

In addition to creating employ-
ment for youth, the camp will
provide education while promot-
ing teamwork, discipline, respon-
sibility and self-confidence. That.
camp will be funded by the Forest
Service as part of a $225,000
package that also includes the
cost of the projects, he said.

The AmeriCorps project, which

begins a month after that camp
ends, is expected to expand be-
yond the borders of the national
forest to include work with the
Bureau of Land Management, the
National Park Service and other
agencies, Dew said.

“It could also include work in
rural communities,” he said, not-
ing the economic problems faced

by timber-dependent communi-
ties. “We want to be able to help *

rural communities as well as area
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AMERICORPS

GETTING THINGS DONE
In _Rural South Carolina

“There is no member of the U.S. Congress mgre committed to the AmeriCorps program than | am. i feel

very strongly about volunteerism,” 6th District Co
olina members of the national service

ongegssman James Clyburn on Tuesday tells the #9 South Car-
#1.beglin by President Clinton. The AmeriCe-vs members are in

Santee for a two-ay training session. (T&D Philips) .
AmeriCorps builds spirit tc fight
hate of Oklahoma City, Clyburn says

By GENE CRIDER
T&D Staff Writer

SANTEE, S.C. — It was a day when AmeriCorps
gnembers showed what they can accomplish by work-

ing together. _

And they received encouragement from 6th Dis-
trict Congressman James Clyburn, who said experi-
ences such as theirs can prevent occurrences such as
the Oklahoma City bombing by teaching people to
work together. '

The 40 South Carolina members of the national
service program started by President Clintorn spent
much of the morning Tuesday cleaning the town of
Santee — painting the town Eoliae department, clean-
ing the roadside along Highway 15 and making re-
pairs to a nearby day care center. :

The AmeriCorps members are in Santee for a

two-day training session. Besides attending work-
shops on everything from using time wisely to serv-
ing customers, members also heard Clyburn express
his support for the program.

“There is no member of the U.S. Congress more
committed to the AmeriCorps program than I am,”
Clyburn said. “I feel very strongly about volun-
teerism.”

Everyone ought to find something to do with their
energy and enthusiasm, for which they are not paid,
Clyburn said. Every meaningful job he has had has
not paid a salary, he said.

And volunteerism does not go unnoticed, he said,
relating the story of how his volunteer efforts while
he was a school teacher led to his becoming director
of an area Neighborhood Youth Program.

Please see AmeriCorps, 2B
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Americo.rps' member Ryan Webster, left, was recently honored for his part in saving the life
of a Louisville man. With him are Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, Melinda Owens,
Rick Martin and Scott Kolling (McPherson and Marquette EMS member who trained Webster

in life-saving techniques).

AmeriCorps member
helps save man'’s life

Kansas USDA/AmeriCorps Mem-
ber Ryan Webster, while providing
extra hours of service on July 23,
kelped save the life of Clyde Wheel-
er, 44, Louisville, at Tuule Creck
Reser oir.

W-.hster received his CPR/first aid
trair.ng from Americorps member
Sc.t nolling, EMT-I/C who is with
the McPherson EMS and director of
the Marquette EMS.

Both Webster and Kolling were
wonored by Secretary of Agriculiure
Dun Glickman during the Kansas
“state Fair in Hutchinson.

At about 4 p.m on the day of the
accident, Webster and Tuule Creek
State Park Conscrvation Officer
Randy Conrad were near the Big Dog
Marina when they heard screaming.
When they investigated, they found
Wheeler, who had been in an inner
wbe being pulled by a Ranger bass
boal.

The boat slowed 1o an idle to tum
around 1o pick up Wheeler. When the
driver was unable to sicer away, the
rear propeller of the boat caught
Wheeler's feet, inflicting severe in-
juries. Two park employees in a boat

) was thankful that |
was there. But |
wished that | hadn’t
been ... anybody in
my position would
have done the same
thing ... %®

Ryan Webster

With Wheeler on shore, Webster,
along with Conrad began giving first
aid. Webster said that he was able 10
use the first aid training given to him
and the other USDA/AmeriCorps
members by Kansas Health and Safe-
ty Extension Council (KHaSEC)
AmeriCorps.

Webster said they worked with the
vicim for about 25 minulcs cven
though it "seccmed like an etemnity.”
After pulling on latex gloves, the first
thing they did when in the boat was
1o elevate the victim's legs and stop
the blecding. The injury extended
from the waist 1o the knee with a

Member

From MEMBER, Page 1
three to four inch wide wound expos-
ing the leg bone, muscle and tendons.
The bones in the ankle of the other
Jeg were also exposed. Webster said
he kept talking to the victim to keep
him from going into shock.

The first Responder and EMT to
arrive at the scene was Joe Clark.
When he arrived, he discovered that
Wheeler had lost half a foot, had sev-
ercd an artery, along with other in-
jurics. Clark said the "kid" (Webster)
had a towel over the wound and was
applying pressure. "He was doing 2
fine job...I was glad they were there.”

Clark said the victim had lost 85 1o
90 percent of his body fluids and they
were having trouble getting a blood
pressure rcading. Clark said the ac-
tion of Webster and Conrad "saved
the victim's life.”

Webster said he had leammed the
man's injuries were too severe for the
Manhattan hospital to handle, and the
man was flown to the University of
Kansas Mcdical Center.

When Webster was praised for his
actions he said, "I was thankful that |
was there. But | wished that | hadn't
been ... anybody in my position
would have done the same thing ...
the incident has crossed my mind ev-
cry night before | go to sleep.”
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TREES OF REMEMBRANCE

A
Photo by Steve Rlave
Sue Andersen and Matt Hall plant a silky doogwood along the Musconetcong River in Asbury. Thousands of trees and shrubs
are being planted this week in memory of the Oklahoma City bombing victims and to commemorate Earth Day as part of Ame-
ricorp National Week of Service.

the
we
th
it:

a1
e

TR .



MARKFETPLACE

SUNDAY

JuLy 21, 1996
THE STATE
JOURNAL-REGISTE
SPRINGFIELD, ILLI
PAGE 47

Chris Young/The S:ata Journal Raglster

Retired farmer Wes Hilst of Manito volunteered to help AmeriCorp workers glean beans from a patch too weedy for harvesting equip-

ment. The beans were later delivered to needy residents in the area.

Harvestmg Hope

Attempt made
to keep from
wasting food

By ROSALYNNE HARTY
REGIONAL EDITOR

HAVANA — Harvest season comes
early and often in Mason County. The
pea harvest comes in June, and green
beans are ready by July.

Typically, convoys of mechanical
pickers move in and make quick work
of the harvest, giant headlights mov-
ing up and down the fields all night so
as to gather vegetables at their peak.

But on this particular day, the har-

e L

ears ago,

¥mm haa‘}xd to sac)lr(. The famjlia!:' thud-
thud of green beans hitting the bot-
tom of brown grocery bags makes the
field seem kitchen-friendly instead of
the starting point in an international
food business.

Holding an urmoted plant upside
down by its claw-like roots, Pam
Wingerter giggles softly.

“I wonder if this is what it would be
like to pluck chickens” she mused,
plucking bean after bean from the
tangled canopy of leaves.

Wingerter was part of a small crew
of volunteers painstakingly harvest-
ing green beans from a sunflower-
choked patch that mechanical har-
vesters had skipped. Dubbed Harvest-
ing Hope, the Illinois River Valley

AmenCotps connects needy
families w1 sh produce that
would otherwise go to waste.

While there are other AmeriCorps
% programs ring surplus

oods m restaurants and other
sources, the Mason County program
was the first of its kind.

“We're unique in that we grow
these vegetables,” explains Mason
County Farm Service director Rod At-
terberry, who is also serving as Ameri-
Corps project director. “I thought, why
not try gleaning these?”

Crops can be abandoned for a vari-
ety of reasons, explained Atterberry,
who grew up in the area. Some crops
are left standing because they’re in
hard-to-harvest spots, such as a low
spots or weedy areas that might jam
expensive equipment. Other crops
may not quite meet the size or pic-

ture-perfect standards set by com-
mercial canners such as Del Monte or
Green Giant, but are still edible.

“One thj.ng you learn is how much
goes to waste, and it's a lot,” says vol-
unteer Janice Newman, whose hus-
band Bryan is pastor at First Baptist
Church of Havana.

In this case, the green beans and
sunflowers alike would have been
disked under by noon, to clear the
field for a second bean crop, accord-
ing to farmer Ron Vance.

“I'm glad to see someone get the
benefit,” Vance said.

In some cases, AmeriCorps worker
Mary Catherine Peters said, growers
are going out of their way to help the

See HOPE on page 48
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food-gathering effort, leaving har-
vestable end rows or lending equip-
ment and sometimes workers. The
Illinois Conference of Churches has
also gotten involved in a major way,
chipping in money, volunteers and a
promise to try and keep the gleaning
effort going next year, according to
Atterberry.

“The community has backed us
100 percent,” said Atterberry. “No
one has told us no.”
i+ The food-rescue effort is a daunt-
ing task, involving recruiting and
ansporting volunteers on short no-
tice, hours of manual labor, and rac-
ting against the clock to get quickly
perishable vegetables to families and
! agencies that can use them.

e "Our biggest problem is finding
sportation to take them," said Pe-

| Everyone from the Mason County
‘Sheriff to car dealers to a local tavern
wner has gotten involved in the pro-
Ject, either driving, picking, or stor-
Ing vegetables in coolers until they
an be distributed.

* Retired farmer Wes Hilst of Ha-
vana and Manito has lent both trucks
d time to the project.

. “I saw they were doing something

1

or the people who really need some
Lhelp,” said Hilst, deftly making a
mountain of beans. “You've got to

eep your mind occupied and stay

The low-income
recipients had to take
classes in freezing and
food safety in order to

receive the produce.

busy, that's all it takes."”
At a gleaning field, the volunteers
always post a sign explaining the pro-

ject. Most wear special T-shirts —

“Feeding All, Wasting None" — to
show they are part of Harvesting
Hope.

“We have an agreement with the
farmers,” explains Peters, a recent
college graduate from Iowa City who
joined AmeriCorps to help repay col-
lege loans. “They know we're here
for a reason, to help the community,
but they don’t want just anyone in
their fields.”

Both Peters and fellow Ameri-
Corps worker Jennifer Clark of
Lewistown come from farm back-
grounds and said the field work was
actually a welcome change from sit-
ting in classrooms — or past farm
summers walking beans.

“Jennifer was saying it was a lot
more fun picking the produce than
picking weeds,"” Peters laughed. “It's
a lot more encouraging to see what
you're actually getting.”

One thing the group learned, ac-

cording to Atterberry, is that tradi-
tional food pantries are not set up to
handle fresh vegetables. Instead, the
harvest typically go to coolers at local
stores until recipients can pick it up,
as well as to agencies that can quickly
utilize the produce in lunch pro-

The low-income recipients had to
take classes in freezing and food safe-
ty in order to receive the produce.

Wingerter is one of the food recipi-
ents along with her mother. The
training even included donated freez-
er bags, she explained.

“‘So many of the recipients are old-
er and can't come and do this,” she
explained, between thuds of beans, “I
thought I should try todo what I can.”

The vegetables are a welcome ad-
dition to the family menu and a bud-
get stretcher, she said. “It's really
been a blessing,” she suid.

On this particular day, Wingerter
and a handful of other volunteers —
ranging from Hilst to Newman’s 16-
year-old daughter, Carrie, and friend
Michelle Hood — hand-harvest 450
pounds of beans. The produce quick-
ly found its way to 41 low-income

families, a senior citizens lunch pro-

gram, and area nursing homes.

An earlier gleaning project, with
assistance from Del Monte, yielded
1,000 pounds of peas. Later in the
summer, the harvest will include po-
tatoes and sweet corn.

The initial goal was just to supply
fresh vegetables to about 15 local
families, ‘according to Atterberry.

But the harvests have been abundant
enough they had to cast a wider net,
sending shipments as far away as
Contact Ministries in Springfield and
the Salvation Army in Pekin. Secre-
tary of Agriculture Dan Glickman
also received a sample of Mason
County peas when he visited Chicago
to promote restaurant-gleaning ef-
forts there.

Mason County, while rich agricul-
turally, has 17 percent of its house-
holds living in poverty, Atterberry

ick-drying sandy soils and
T that lends itself to irriga-
e county has become a major
popcorn, sweet corn, and is

ad for the juiciness of its mel-
stently among the top ten
Illinois for overall vegeta-
roduction, according to the 1992
Census of Agriculture, Mason County
[ among the top 50 counties
nation in production of snap
d cucumbers, and among the

5 counties for production of

ern harvesting methods no
r leave a few beans or ears of
| every row, the way Alter-
remembers fields from his

ething like sweet corn,
nothing Ieﬁ" after a combine
ughv

heless, lhe pockets of left-

5 ._ ‘e can't get to every patch,” At-
rry says. “But we can make a
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MIKE KOEPKE/PLAINSMAN
Matt Sibley, left, Huron ngh Sc oo! 10th-grader, and Wendie Johnson, HHS 11th-grader,
along with other students and members of the communlty, plant willow trees at Gibbs Park
in Huron early Friday momlng for Arbor Day.

A living memorial

Oklahoma bombing victims

honored in Arbor Day event
BY ROBERT PORE

OF THE PLAINSMAN

The memory of the 168 people who dled in the
bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma
City a year ago was honored at an Arbor Day
tree planting ceremony at Hurons Gibbs Park
Friday.

“Natlonally, all federal employees and the
Americorps program have taken the time during
the week to remember the e loyees and people
that lost their lives in that tragedy,” said Joyce
Watkins, communications officer for the Natural
Resources Conservation Service. .

“These triees that we plant in theu- memory
will be a beneﬁt for many, many years,” she said.

i .

It’s a fitting way to honor their memory.”

The one-year anniversary was April 19. Dur-
ing that day employees at the federal office
building in Huron observed 168 seconds of
silence in memory of the dead.

The manager of the Beadle Conservation Dis-
trict said the trees that will take root at Gibbs
Park will be a living memorial to the bombing
victims.

“By planting trees we leave a lasting legacy
for generations to come,” said Judy Tschetter.

Joining NRCS members were Earth Team
volunteers, Retired & Senior Volunteer Program
members and 16 members of Huron High
School’s natural resources class.

Watkins said the 200 willow seedlings were
planted to mark the closing of Gov. Bill Janklow’s
“Year to Celebrate the Land.”

TREES/page 3
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.The trees were dbnated in
honor of Lila and Robert Banks
of Rapid City and Will and Ollie
Isituppel by Dick and Joan Hart of

“The 200 trees that were
donated for the planting today
are part of a program designed to
help save the.state tree nursery
in Watertown,” Tschetter said.

Under the program, South
Dakotans could donate $50 and
have 100 trees planted in the
county of their choice.

Last year,. ;Watkms said,
Americorps members in coﬁpera-
tion with Beadle Conservation
District and thecity of Huron
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment planted trees in Glbbs
Park.

Friday, Mike Knigge, a 1995
Americorps graduate, and! Ehrzh

Team members Grace Hale, Odie
Butler and Gene Kingdon
unveiled a plagque commemorat-
ing continued community
mva].mement and cooperation in
conservation projects. -

“As well as recognizing Arbor
Day, this commemorative tree
planting is part of a long-range
plan to develop and enhance
Gibbs Park,” said Huron Com-
missioner Jeff Boyd.

The park is located 1.5 miles
south of Huron Mall on the east
sxs;e of the road.

In other Arbor Day actunt:es,
state district forester John Hin-

‘ners of Huron‘and Parks and

Recreation director LaRon Klock

. were taking trees to Huron third-
97 graders. Tschetter plans to-do the

same next week for Heartland

- area thjrd-graders
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_ FARM FOCUS

Left to right:
Fahnestock, Jennifer Ox-
ford, Suzanne Abouch-
ahine, Jennifer Clark, Ag

Roger

Secretary Dan Glickman,
Michael Mulqueen, Director
of Greater Chicago Food
Depository, Rod Atterberry.

Volunteers help Harvest
Hope begin successfully

Members of the Illinois River
Valley Farm Service Agency
AmeriCorps team kicked-off the
Harvesting Hope gleaning pro-
ject in Mason and southern
Tazewell counties. Volunteers
gleaned and distributed over
300 pounds of peas to 41 fami-
lies in the area and over 700
pounds to the Contact Min-
istries, Springfield, the Salva-
tion Army and Christian Civic
Outreach in Pekin.

Harvesting Hope was devel-
oped by the Illinois River Valley
AmeriCorps team to rescue veg-
etables that would otherwise go
unharvested due to unsatisfac-
tory market cosmetics, weather
problems, cost-effectiveness of
additional harvests and sur-
plus.

The success of the Harvest-
ing Hope program stems from
the involvement of local volun-
teers. Bryan and Janice New-
man and their daughter Carrie
of the First Baptist Church of
Havana participated in the first
day of gleaning.

“We felt it was a good oppor-
tunity to give a little time to
something that was so diiferent

- for us,” Bryan Newman sai
the’ gleaning experience. l‘It is
amazing how many people you
can help in such a short period
of time--a small sacrifice you
can make for others.”

Other volunteers for the first
day of gleaning included: Lori
Thiessen, Duane Himmel, and
Kevin Donoho from the Natural
Resource Conservation Service
and volunteers from Del Monte.

On June 12, another group of
volunteers donated their time to
glean over 700 pounds of peas.
The volunteers included Duane
Carr, Dennis Carr, Adam
Houghton, Andrew Houghton,
and Robert Hanson from Boy
Scout Troop 166; Eric Stelter, a
local grower; Louis, Loren,
Logan and Lydia Kunz and
Ancil Blodgett of the Havana
Southern Baptist Church; Ter:
essa and Lauri Bortell, Sarah
Owens, and Harold Winsor, all
area residents,

The harvested pea vines
were taken to Del Monte Head-
quarters in Manito by trucks
donated by Havana Chrysler
and B&B Motors. Del Monte
volunteered a pea harvested to
separate the peas from the pods
and vines. Gary Molid, a field
rep of Del Monte, advises
AmeriCorps members on har-
vesting 'dates and by-passed
fields.

Sheriff Walker of the Mason
County Sheriff's Department
and other area residents trans-
ported the cleaned and pack-
aged peas to outlying distribu-
tion sites where recipients could
‘receive them. Wareco of Havana
and Mason City provided ice
water for the volunteers and
freezer space to cool the vegeta-
bles. The Brick in Bath and the
Green Valley Food Pantry-also
donated their facilities as distri-
bution sites.

Through the combmed effort
of local volunteers, Harvesting
Hope will continue to feed fami-
lies in need of fresh vegetables
in Mason and southern
Tazewell counties. The Illinois
Conference of Churches, a pro-
ject co-sponsor, provided mone-
tary donations to Harvesting
Hope to purchase necessary
materials for volunteers.

Food recipients will also
receive green beans, potatoes,
and sweet corn throughout the
summer. %

If you would like more infor-
mation or want to get involved
with the Harvesting Hope pro-

gram, please contact an Ameri-

Corps memher"-at (309)543-
2582,

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton’s national service pro-
gram, passed with a bi-partisan
support from Congress, that
allows Americans of all back-
grounds to serve their commu-

nities in exchange for educa- |

tional awards that can be used
to pay for college, graduate
school, job training, or existing
student loans. USDA sponsors
rural development, environmen-
tal protection, and anti-hunger
projects that engage up to 1,350
of the 25,000 members in the
overall AmeriCorps program.

Mosquitoes

Itchy and scratchy red welts
toll the bells of mosquito time in
our county. This year has

‘proven to be yet another won-

derful season for these pests.

The adult female mosquito, the ?g ABG BT AMISH cC

only one that bites and sucks

‘human blood, lays her eggs in

or near bodies of water. Thus,
this year’s excessive late
spring/early summer rainfall
has proven to be quite positive
for mosquito development.

Eggs are laid in clusters of
50 to 200 and turn black or
brown in color close to hatching.
The resulting larvae can live
only in water where they float
along with their large heads
floating near the surfaca

AmenCorps kicks

off summer ﬁ eaning

On June 7, the Illinois River
Valley AmeriCorps team trav-
eled to Chicago to kick-off a
summer of gleaning with Secre-
tary of Agriculture Dan Glick-
man. Stephen Scates, executive
director of the Illinois Farm
Service Agency, accompanied
the five AmeriCorps members
along with county and project
director, Rod Atterberry.

The AmeriCorps members
‘developed the gleaning program
Harvesting Hope for the resi-
dents of Mason and southern
Tazewell counties to rescue veg-
etables that might otherwise go
to waste and distribute them to
families in need of fresh pro-
duce. The vegetables may go

- unharvested due to a variety of
reasons including: market cos-
metics, weather problems, cost-
effectiveness of additional har-
vests and surplus.

While in Chicago, Secretary
Glickman and the Harvesting
Hope program donated 20
pounds of fresh gleaned peas to
the Greater Chicago Food
Depository.

“These peas demonstrate
how AmeriCorps members have
put their energy and enthusi-
asm into these efforts to help
comm(umty members who are
hungry,” stated Secretary of
Agriculture Glickman.

Atterberry presented the
peas by stating, “Secretary
Glickman’s support of Ameri-
Corps and commitment to food
rescue has made programs like
our Harvesting Hope fresh veg-
_e‘ltab]es gleaning program possi-
ble.”

AmeriCorps members also

toured the newly constructed
Mother’s Cupboard Food Pantry
located in the Robert Taylor
homes.
" AmeriCorps is President
Clinton’s national service pro-
gram, passed with bi-partisan
support from Congress, that
allows Americans of all back-
grounds to serve their commu-

. nities in exchange for educa-
tional awards that can be used

‘to pay for college, graduate

~school, job training, or existing
student loans. USDA sponsors
. rural development, environmen-
tal protection, and anti-hunger
projects that engage up to 1,350
of the 25,000 members in the
overall AmeriCorps program.
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Lynn Coers, Manager of Grain of Havana at the 50th Registering for the dinner
Rickett Grain Company of anniversary celebration of catered by Becky Woods
Forest City and Manito, Rickett Grain at the Forman were 235 customers and
greets Kyle Kuepker and Tim Center on Wednesday. friends.

Davis from Continental

Kevin Donoho, Lori Catherine Peters, Jennifer man, Jennifer Oxford, Jan-

Theisen, Rod Atterberry, Clark, Jean Stufflebean, ice Newman, Roger Fahne-
Suzanne Abouchahine, Mary Carrie Newman, Bryan New- stock.

i

Front: Suzanne Abouch- Stephen Scates, Rod Atter- Roger Fahnestock, Mary
ahine, Jennifer Clark, Ag berry. Back: Jennifer Catherine Peters.

Secretary Dan Glickman, Oxford, Jean Stufflebean,
- ]
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« Vacation Stays Available

O47-2267 .
Prairie View Care Center ‘ !

of Lewistown
175 East Sycamore * Lewistown
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| Amenc"rps VOllmte._ers =y
help Habitat for Humamty’

By Elizabeth P. Zach
Staff reporter

Susan Mattox wore her navy
T-Shirt proudly Friday.
Emblazoned across her front, it
read, “Getting Things Done.” . .

And such was the motto of the
AmeriCorps volunteers as they
became partners for a day with
Habitat for Humanity, an ecu-
‘menical, non-profit organization
dedicated to the elimination of
poverty housing. - .«

“I'm proud to be here, even in
the heat,” said Ms. Mattox, who
works in Monroe as a natural
resources conservation educator,
as she took a break from painting
the outside of a house on 136
Kathryn Street. '%.-

- Nearly 20 AmeriCorps volun-
teers like Ms. Mattox from
around the state gathered in
Alexandria for the monthly clus-
ter meeting and to work on a
Rapides Habitat for Humanity
work site for an afternoon. . .

‘AmeriCorps is President
Clinton’s national service pro-
gram that currently has 20,000
Americans working in under-
served rural and urban areas.

In return, the volunteers
receive an educational award,
which may be used to pay for col-
lege, job training, or graduate
school, or to pay back student
loans.

“I joined hecause my mom
works for the government and
she told me about AmeriCorps
and said I would be good at it,”
said Jessica Dean, 18, an
AmeriCorps volunteer who orga-
nized Friday’s project with
Habitat and who works in

La.fayette ' :

Ms. Dean started orgamzmg
the project two weeks ago. Mark
Carrol, Executive Director of
Rapides Habitat for Humanity,
found the house on Kathryd
Street sultable for the group’s
interest. -

WABITAT FOR BUMANITY

1996

someéthing aone.”

The. AmeriCorps volunteers
started scraping the outside of
the house about 11 a.m. They
then put on asingle coat of a
grayish blue paint..

Rachel Rivers and her son
Larry, who live in the house, y "q,\
remained indoors, occasionally r_’,
peering out to see how the work =
was coming along

-Habitat owns the house and
rents it to Ms. Rivers and her
husband, but the goal is.to get
the family to own their home. -+
- “The tenants are required to
attend a series of mestings where
they learn about budget. manage-
ment, home and community safe-
ty, home maintenance and
upkeep and credit,” said Carroll.
- Rapides Habitat has built
houses since its inception and
has built six houses since
January .

Approxlmately 75 people in
Rapides Parish have been housed
as a result of the work of those
volunteering w1th fhe organma
tion.
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Gro'up' seeds clam beds

Americorps members set up growth experiments

By Bruce Kyle
Of the NEWS Staff

WALDOBORO — It’s a long way from the azalea
gardens of Augusta, Ga., to the mud flats of Waldo-
boro, but for Americorps’s Marjorie Goldberg, a day
seeding clam beds was a truly ‘‘oozesome’’
experience,

“This is my first time on a flat — we don’t have
anything like this in Georgia,” the Americorps team
leader said through a mask of muck Tuesday. “I
never anticipated being in mud halfway to my knees
when I signed up, but it’s great. It’s kind of fun to play
in, plus we’re doing something worthwhile.”

What Goldberg and 20 other Americorps members
were doing wallowing about in Arthur’s Cove at low
tide was setting up protected clam beds and growth
experiments, part of the Seeding For Maine's Future
program going on along the coast on the designated
National Day of Service.

Americorps, called the domestic Peace Corps, has
more than 100 members in Maine, working in projects
in conservation, outdoor recreation, agriculture, pub-
lic health, homelessness, education and youth pro-
grams. Members commit to a year of service and
receive a living allowance, health insurance and a
financial award for education.

Also on Tuesday, Americorps members and other
volunteers were in Lubec's Cobscook Bay, seeding
20,000 clams in two nets and 5,000 clams in each of five
protector pockets. In Casco Bay, volunteers in South

See Clams, B3, Col. 1




Photo by Steve Klaver

Sue Andersen and Matt Hall plant a silky dogwood along the Musconetcong River in Asbury. Thousands of trees and shrubs are

ceing planted this week in memory of the Oklahoma City bembing victims ana to commemorate Earth Day as part of Ameri-
corp National Week of Service.




AmeriCorps deserves funding

Value of volunteer program can’t be measured in dollars

AmeriCorps is one of President
Clinton’s favorite programs, It is
on a Republican chopping block.
According to an opponent, it is not

a volunteer program since the “vol- -

unteers” are paid. That politician
is ignorant of how the program
works or wants to confuse by sim-
plification. Sound-bite journalism,
I think it’s called.

Attending numerous watershed
council meetings and agricultural
field days, I have been struck by
how often the most worthwhile in-
novations in technology, applic-
able science and productive com-
munity interaction depend on
grant funding from a variety of
sources to have a chance at im-
plementation.

AmeriCorps is one example of
such funding. Here on the Ore-
gon south coast, the volunteer I
know best is J.R. Van Slyke. His
assignment is watershed restora-
tion. His year of work has resulted
in 150 Brookings Middle School
students learning about watershed

| Guest
Comment

Milt
Nelson

-

ecology. He has improved the ac-
curacy of data gathering so the
threatened listing of coho salmon
as endangered can be forestalled.
He has organized the environ-
mental science teachers of every
Curry County school district into
a permanent relationship to ex-
change ideas. He is a volunteer.

How can that be, since he is
supported by federal govern-
ment funding? He is “earning” ap-
proximately minimum wage, but
his expertise is worth two or three
times that amount. How do I know
this? Because I directed the
work of over 100 Vista Volunteers
in a seven-year period in the

1970s. The programs work the
same way.

To be effective, each partlclpa.nt
must be a self- starter and like
to work independently. At the
same time, one must communi-
cate with many types of people.
In J.R.s case, that means students,
teachers, administrators, farmers,
fishermen, workers, Oregon
State University scientists and
politicians. In an ordinary job, one
does one set of tasks: line work-
er, secretary, organizer, leader or
publicist. J. R. did all of these and
more. |

If he could have landed a reg-
ular job, he would have. But be-
cause he had a degree in histo-
ry and environmental science from
the University of Wisconsin and
could work at his assignment full
time, he could be effective. He was
able to work on a base built by a
preceding AmeriCorps volunteer.

He isn’t being paid what his
skill level should command, but
he is rewarded. Direct payments

at the end of his year can be ap-

plied to his student loan obliga- |

tion, or help fund graduate °
school. And should he try again °
to land a regular job, who would
not hire him, since he has such

a variety of wvaluable experi-
ence? Oh yes, he has 20,000 broth-
ers and sisters doing similar pro-
jects across the land. And g6ine
politician thinks it all a waste.
Farmers know best when pro-

Eamsasa

Jects are effective, because Moth-

er Nature rewards or punishes.
Stipended volunteer prognams
such as AmeriCorps see regults
judged in the same harsh way. If

the product of programs begun by
politicians were to be evaluated !
in such a light, they would be -
maintained or ended on merit, not :

on partisan grounds.

Milt Nelson is a freelance *
writer who corresponds for the :
Capital Press from the south coast .
of Oregon. He worked 25 years in |

human resource agencies.
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Assembled from all over U.S.,
AmeriCorps team takes on
variety of projects in county

By FRANCES BORSODI ZAJAC
Herald-Standard Staff Writer

Since its members began arriving here
last October, the first Fayette County Amen-
Corps Team has tackled projects ranging
from heritage preservation to cleaning up
illegal dumpsites to organizing a food pro-
jeet ( for the hungry.

“It’s been very fulfilling because of the
kinds of work we are doing,” said Adam
Baake, 22, of Bellingham. Wash. “You see
direct benefits to the community — now and
fong term. There's not many jobs out there
where you feel every action has a concrete
benefit.”

The team, wthh has.a commitment to
work lhrnuvh the federal fiscal venr thar
ends Sept. 30, consists of five voung aduits
with diverse backgrounds.

Baake. who has a history degrez from

Comell University, is among the voungest of
the group. The other is local woman Juime
Fecek. 22. of Brownsville, who has a degres
:n public relations trom California Universi-
1.
: Team coordinator Susan Thagard. 28. of
Pittsburgh. has a degree in fine art and a cer-
ificate in planning from the universives of
Maryland and Utah.

Craig Kelso. 25. is a native of Spring-
field, Mo., who has a bachelor’s degrez in
nistory from Southwest Missour State Uni-
versity. Last summer, he moved to Morgan-
rown and is working on a master’s degree in
public history at West Virginia University.

Amy Myers, 28, is a native of Atlanta.
Ga.. who has a bachelor’s degree in political
science from the University of Marvland and
a law degree from Maryland Law School.

“It’s been very fulfilling
because of the kinds of
work we are doing...You
- see direct benefits to the
community — now and
iong term. There’s not
many jobs out there
where you feel every
action has a concrete
benefit.”

—ADAM BAAKE
Fayernte County
AmeriCorps Teain member

AmeriCorps is President Ciinton’s
national service program, operated by the
United States Department of Agriculure
(USDA). which engages 20.000 Americans
in_performing service That meets community
needs in return for an educational award.
which may be used to pay for college. job
'rmnmz_ ﬁrudu.m q;.houl or lo pay back stu-

F A marilTarns

societies and developed a survey form (for
the historic sites). I'm trying to develop a
data base for anyone who comes imc the
area and is mtercsted in the heritage,” said
Kelso.

The survey is expected to be completed
by the end of the summer and copies will be
given 1o the Regional Trails Corp. and all
historical societies along the trail. including
Connellsville Historical Society, Tri-Town
Historical Society and Perrvopolis Area Her-
itage Society.

- lmpmvmg sr:wage systems: Kelso has
been working with USDA Rural Develop-

~ment and Yough Sewige Authority to link

funding sources with individuals not con-
nected to any sewage system in the Dawson-
Vanderbilt area. He has hosted two town
meeungs for the project which could arfect
up to 1.500 people.

Kelso noted federal funding is available
on a limited basis, but there is usually a five-
vear waiting penod.

My goal is to let them know there are
options available and a possible source of
funding,” he said.

National Road Heritage Park — Flat
Iron Building: Kelso is working on a
brochure for the Flat Iron Building in
Brownsville which is expected to be opened
1o the public this fall as an interpretative and
welcome center for the National Road. The
brochure, which will be available on-site and
through mailings. will include informaton
on Brownsville and area sites. Kelso said
Brownsville area artifacts, such as old pho-
tographs and posicards, can be donated to
the interpretative center by contacting the
Brownsville Historical Society at Nemacolin
Castle.

East End Community Center: On May
11, Mvers led a team that included commu-
nity members and other volunteers as they
made -cosmetic improvements to the Union-
town center, located at 395 E. Main St. The
center provides a safe huven for children to
learn social and academic skills through
cne-on-one tutoring and-mentoring pro-
grams. About 285 students participate each
vear.

Faris Carpets and K-man donated paint
and other materials for the project, which
included painting both the intenior and exte-
rior of the center.

“Ultimately, the roof needs repaired and
they need shelves,” said Myers.

Fecek and Thagard were also involved

~ with the project.

Junk yards: Myers is producing an
inventory of junk vards along the National
Road in Pennsylvania with a “e0al of clean-
ing them up.

“I"ve talked to thres owners and they've
been cooperative.” said Myers.

Myers said two junk vards in Brier Hill
near the Peter Colley Tavern and
Brownsville Drive-in were recently pur-
chased and the new owners are going to
clean them up.

She also said there is a plan to replace a
fence at Shartzer's Auto Wreckers near
Nemaucolin Woodlands and that school chil-
dren will be recruited to paint 2 murai on the
new one. Funding for the Farmington project
will be made through the National Road
Herntage Park.
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“It’s been very fulfilling because of the
xinds of work we are doing,” smid Adam
Baake, 22, of Bellingham. Wash. “You see
direct benefits to the community — now and
iong term. There's not many jobs out there
where you feel every action has a concrete
benefit.”

The team. which has.a commitment to
work through the federal fiscal veor shar
ends Sept. 30, consists of five voung aduits
with diverse backgrounds.

Baake, who has a history degrez from
Comnell University, is among the youngest of
the group. The other is local woman Jaime
Fecek, 22, of Brownsville, who has a degree
:n public relations trom California Universi-
ty.

Team coordinator Susan Thagard. 28. of
Pinsburgh. has a degree in fine art and a cer-
uficate in planning from the universines of
Maryland and Utah.

Craig Kelso. 25. is a native of Spring-
fieid. Mo.. who has a bachelor’s degres in
nistory from Southwest Missoun State Urnu-
versity. Last summer. he moved to Morgan-
town and is working on a master’s degree in
public history at West Virginia University.

Amy Myers. 28. is a native of Atianta.
Ga.. who has a bachelor's degree in political
science from the Umversity of Marviand und
a law degree from Maryland Law School.

“1t’s been very fulfilling
because of the kinds of
work we are doing...You

- see direct benefits to the
community — now and
long term. There’s not
many jobs out there
where you feel every
action has a concrete
benefit.”

—ADAM BAAKE
Fayerte County
AmeriCorps Teamm member

AmeriCorps is President Ciinton’s
national service program, operated by the
United States Department of Agnculture
{(USDA), which engages 20.000 Amencans
in_performing service that meets community
needs in return for an educational award.
which may be used to pay for college. job
trmining. graduate school or 10 pay back stu-

_dent loans. The majority of AmeriCorps
members are working in partnerships with
states. local governments and non-profit
areanizanons,

Locally. the Fayette County tezm 1s
working through the Southwestern Pennsvi-
vama Heritage Preservation Commission’s
internship program and s based in the
Nauonal Road Hentage Park headquarniers in
Farmington.

The heritage preservatuon commission
put iogether the team. searching for mem-
bers who were interested in hentage devel-
opment.

AmeriCorps sites are selected because
they meet any of three criteria: empower-
ment. ¢nterprise or champion zones. Favetue
County is a champion community. meaning
it has met specific income and unempioy-
ment levels.

Here is a breakdown of the various pro-
jects that involve the rayette County Ameri-
Corps Team:

Youghiogheny River Trail: Kelso is
compiling an inventory of historical sites
that can be seen from 43 miles of the Yough
River Trail North, which runs from McK-

eesport to Connellsville. Kelso estimated
there are 30, including coke ovens. patch

towns, the Overholt Distillery. He will then
develop interpretative materials for the sites.
Funding to produce the materials (possibly
pluques) is not available at this time. but the
program will be ready should funding
become available.

“I've bean going to various historical

Connellsville Historical Society, Tri-Town
Historical Society and Perryopolis Area Her-
itage Society.

Improving sewage systems: Kelso has
been working with USDA Rural Develop-
ment and Yough Sewage Authority to link
funding sources with individuals not con-
nected o any sewage system in the Dawson-
Vanderbilt area. He has hosted two town
meetings for the project which could affect
up to 1.300 people.

Kelso noted federal funding is available
on a limited basis, but there is usually a five-
vear waiting period.

“My goal is to let them know there are
options available and a possible source of
funding,” he said.

National Road Heritage Park — Flat
Iron Building: Kelso is working on a
brochure for the Flat Iron Building in
Brownsville which is expected to be opened
to the public this fall as an interpretative and
welcome center for the National Road. The
brochure, which will be available on-site and
through mailings. will include information
on Brownsville and area sites. Kelso said
Brownsville area artfacts, such as old pho-
tographs and postcards, can be donated to
the interpretative center by contacting the
Brownsville Historical Society at Nemacolin
Castle.

East End Community Center: On May
11, Mvers led a team that included commu-
nity members and other volunteers as they
made cosmetic improvements to the Union-
town center, located at 395 E. Main St. The
center provides a safe haven for children to
learn social and academic skills through
cne-on-one tutoring and mentoring pro-
grams. About 285 students pamticipate each
vear.

Fans Carpets and K-man donated paint
and other materials for the project, which
included painting both the intenior and exte-
nior of the center.

“Ultimately, the roof needs repaired and
they need shelves,” said Myers.

Fecek and Thagard were also involved

“with the project.

Junk yards: Myers is producing an
inventory of junk vards along the National
Road in Pennsylvania with a zoal of clean-
ing them up.

“I've talked to three owners and they've
been cooperative.” said Myers.

Myers said two junk vards in Brier Hill
near the Peter Colley Tavern and
Brownsville Drive-in were recently pur-
chused and the new owners are going to
clean them up.

She also said there is a plan to replace a
fence at Shartzer’s Auto Wreckers near
Nemacolin Woodlands and that school chil-
dren will be recruited to paint a mural on the
new one. Funding for the Farmington project
will be made through the National Road
Heritage Park.

Planting historic trees: A tree-planting
ceremony will take place from Connellsville
to Duwson May 25 along the Yough River
Trail using seeds from famous trees. The
work is being done in cooperation with the
Regional Trails Corp. and Allegheny Power.
which 1s supplying the trees.

Myers said local officials can choose up
10 20 trees from a vanety of historic sources,
such as 2 white ash from the Cincinnati
home of Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of
“Uncle Tom's Cabin:" a paper birch from
the Portsmouth. N.H., boarding home where
father of the U.S. Navy, John Paul Jones,
lived: a honey locust from the tree that pro-
vided shade to President Abraham Lincoin
when he delivered the famed Gettysburg
Address: a chestnut oak from Stratford Hall,
Va.. the birthplace of Robert E. Lee; an east-
em redbud from the Glen Echo, Md., study
of American Red Cross founder Clara Bar-
ton; and sycamore seeds that were part of
the official payload of Apollo 14 in 1971,

Improving houses: Baake is working
with USDA Rural Development to inform
rural home owners about a grant-and-loan
program for improvements to their property.
One percent loans of up to 515,000 are
available for low-income applicants while
propenty owners 62 and older may be eligi-
ble for grants up to $7,500. Baake has assist-
ed at information meetings in Vanderbilt and
Dawson.

“We've had small turnouts but positive
results. 1 think we've had five applicants.
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We plan to do more meetings,” Baake said.

Developing a local loan program:
Baake is working with three local banks —
Integra Bank of Fuyette County, Fayette
Bank and Integra Bank of Washington
County — to develop a local low-interest
program for property owners along the
Nauonal Road. The program is a pantnership
with the National Road Heritage Fark o pro-
vide loans at an interest rate under the pnme
rate. Owners who wish to rehabilitate his-
tonic homes or businesses along the National
Road can make application to the hentage
park. There are no income guidelines. Their
requests will be reviewed by a commirtee of
community members. The program will
begin in early summer.

“The program serves two purposes: it's a
catalyst for-community development and it
improves the -desirability of the National
Road as a tounist destination.” said Baake.

New interpretative center and head-
quarters: Baake 1s also working on a pro-
ject to convert one of the oldest garages on
the National Road into an interpretative cen-
ter on 20th century uses of the road. Baake
will not yet reveal the location but said it
will be an adaptive use of a now-vacant
structure. It will be restored into a 1920
garage which includes the interpretative cen-
ter and National Road Heritage Park offices
when completed. Artifacts pertaining to
automobile travel and early 20th century
will be accepted at a later-date. Funding for
phase 1 will be available this summer. Baake
said the project will not be completed until
at least 1998,

National Pike Festival: Bauke 1s crga-.
nizing an art-and-essav contest for elemen-
tary- and middle-school students .1]0'10 the
National Road. using the theme. “‘Life K
Along the National Road.” Thagard is work:
ing with officials to coordinate festival
events, including entertainment and the
wagon train.

National Register of Historic Places
nominations: Baake completed nominations
for Centerville and Scenery Hill which will
be placed before the state committee for
review in June. If the nominations pass. the
communities could expect to be on the
National Register before the end of the vear.

Bauke 15 also submitting applications for
two additional properties — the Josiah Frost
House at Searights. which is associated with
the Searights Tavern. and the Doughtery
Tavem in Donegal Tow mhnp Westmoreland
County.

Supervising interns: Baake will super-
vise two interns obtained for the National
Road Hentage Park from the Southwestern
Pennsvivania Heritage Preservation Com-
mission, who are developing an interpreta- . :
uve plan for the S-Bndge, located in Wash- (Herald-Standard Photos by Rosie Jordan)
ington County along the National Rch Thc In toD Dhoto: Adam Raabia —mbmemi o
bridge. one of four snruvivine b=t
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park. There are no income guidehines. Their
requests will be reviewed by a committee of
community members. The program will
begin in early summer.

“The program serves two purposes: it's a
catalyst for-community development and it
improves the -desirability of the National
Road as a tourist destination.” said Baake.

New interpretative center and head-
quarters: Baake is also working on a pro-

Ject to convert one of the oldest garages on -

the National Road into an interpretative cen-
ter on 20th century uses of the road. Baake
will not yet reveal the location but said it
will be an adaptive use of a now-vacant
structure. It will be restored into a 1920
garage which includes the interpretative cen-
ter and National Road Heritage Park offices
when completed. Artifacts pertaining to

automobile travel and early 20th century- :

will be accepted at a later-date. Funding for
phase 1 will be available this summer. Baake
said the project will not be completed until
at least 1998,

National Pike Festival: Baake is crga-.

nizing an art-and-2ssay contest for elemen-
tary-.and middle-school students along the
National Road, using the theme, “‘Life
Along the National Road.” Thagard is work=
ing with officials to coordinate festival
events, including entertainment and the
wagon train.

National Register of Historic Places
nominations: Baake completed nominations
for Centerville and Scenery Hill which will
be placed before the state committee for
review in June. If the nominations pass. the
communities could expect to be on the
National Register before the end of the vear.

Baake is also submitting applications for
two additional properties — the Josiah Frost
House at Searights. which is associated with
the Searights Tavern. and the Doughtery
Tavern in Donegzal Township, Westmoreland
County.

Supervising-interns: Baake will super-
vise two interns obtained for the National
Road Heritage Park from the Southwestern
Pennsvlvama Heritage Preservation Com-
mission, who are developing an interpreta-
tive plan for the S-Bridge, located in Wash-
ington Counry along the National Roud. The
bridge. one of four surviving bridges in
Pennsylvania and Ohio, is-being restored
through a federal program administered by
PennDOT. Interns Renu Pavate. a graduate
student majoring in architecture from Wash-
ington State Umiversity. and Molly Miller. a
historian from Hiriam College in QOhio,
armve May 20. i

Baake. Kelso and Ann Safely. of the
Pennsylvania Histonical and Museum Com-
mission as well as a National Road Heritage
Park board member, are supervising four
interns obtained from the heritage commis-
sion for the Fayerte County Redevelopment
Authonty who will be conducting a survey
of potential historic districts. They begin
work in June. -

Rails to Trails: Thagard is working as a
liaison with the Pennsylvania Corps of Rails
1o Trails and the Allegheny Trail Alliance on
a rail-trail maintenance study. It's a how-to
guide on building and maintaining the trails
that is aimed at assisting future projects.

“The idea is to be used by all trail groups
across the country,” said Thagard who 1s
concentrating on the Pittsburgh-to-Cumber-
land segment.

Thagard is also helping the Pennsylvania
director of Rails to Trails on his greenway
implementation program, which establishes
a criteria for prioritizing efforts to build a
trail.

When her current projects are completed,
Thagard will continue to assist these groups.

Cleaning up: Fecek recently organized a
cleanup with students and teachers from the
Frazier School District and other volunteers

(i

In top photo: Adam Ba'ake and Craig Kelso help

[Heraiﬁ-“.;!.undard Photos by Rosie Jordan)
clean up the outside of the

East End Community Center. while Sarah Endriss (left) and Alex Rogers.
both from the Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps, help freshen the inside

(photo above).

to pick up trash along six miles of the future
Yough River Trail North near Perryopolis.
The group worked in cooperation with the
Regional Trails Corp.. Pennsylvania Clean
Ways and Perrvopolis Area Heritage Society
to clean an area from Wickhaven to Round
Bottom, and cleared 68 acres of George
Washington Grist Mill Park in Perryopolis.
The group hauled six dump-truck loads of
- trash from the area.

Fecek explained the students were able to
obtain communiry service credits from Fra-
zier for the project. Students who complete a
certain number of hours receive a certificate
and an invitation to a banquet. Fecek pre-

pared for the effort by speaking at the high

school along with 2 state geolog:st.

“It was a big success,” suid-Fecek.

USDA Summer gleaning project: Fecek
is also organizing a project to rescue food
that might otherwise be wasted from area
restaurants. schools, catering services and
grocery stores to be donated to the Favete
County Community Action Foodbank in
Uniontown.

Fecek will lead a team of five additional
AmeriCorps volunteers. Only eight states
will receive reams for this program, which is
new for the USDA and predominantly done
in the South.

“This team wants to muke sure that the
project lasts once they're gone,” said Fecek.

Major partners are Linden Hall near
Dawson and Nemacolin Woodlands in
Farmington as well as Threshold Housing.
The latter is providing office space for the
gleaning team.

Education: Fecek atuempied 10 work
with schools on an education project that fel}
through due to weather and teacher sched-
ules.

However, she created a brochure on field
trips to historical sites in Fayere County for
students in grades kindergarten through 12,

All members of the team said thev have
enjoyed their work in the AmenCorps pro-
grams so far.

*It’s been very fulfilling.” said Thagard.

“For me, it’s a great learning expenence.
I'm growing in leadership skills,” said
Kzlso. 2

“You're learning how the world works,™
said Fecek. -

“It’s an excellent opportunity 1o work
with community leaders,” said Baake.

Noted Thagard, “It's nice to take on pro-
jects that people always wished could be
taken on but never are.”

Members say it's likely another Ameri-
Corps team will be assigned to Favetie
County in October.

For more information on any AmeriCorps
projects. mernbers can be reached at the
National Road Heritage Park at 329-1360.
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Alden Resident Participates
in AmeriCorps Project

Alden, first to receive Wetland data from study

Lisa Matthies

Lisa Malthies, a 1990 Alden High
School graduate and a 1994 graduate
of Alfred University, recently helped
complete transferring 32 Erie Coun-
ty Fish and Wildlife Service Nation-
al Wellande !n_\‘(_'nln_r}' maps from
paper to computer format. Matthies,
23, is part of a five member
USDA/AmeriCorps team based in
East Aurora

As an example of how the work
AmeriCorps does aids communities,
Lisa explains, “By reques!, we have
plotled two maps of the Town of

Alden - one displaying NYS DEC
Wetland delineations, and one show-
ing US Fish and Wildlife Service
Wetlands. These maps will provide
an accurate and efficient means of
locating wetlands in the Town of
Alden. Alden is the first town in
Erie County to receive Wetland dala
from AmeriCorps.”

The wetlands dala, when over-
laid on other computer maps, will
pirovide an efficient aind accurate
means of identifying wetland loca-
tions, boundaries, and classificalions
to agencies and municipalities with
Geographic Informalion System
(GIS) capabilities. The AmeriCorps
team will make the dala available at
no cost to local communities in their
effort to promote the use of GIS in
Western New York.

In addition to the wetland inven-
tory mapping, ongoing
USDA/AmeriCorp projects include
creating a GIS tax parcel base map
for rural areas of Erie Counly in
conjunction with Inteligis Corpora-
tion, producing a series of forest
management maps with the Seneca
Nation of Indians, and generating
original maps with the WNY Land
Conservancy, American Cheslnut
Foundation, West Seneca Ameri-
Corps, Governor's Office of Volun-
tary Service and a number of other
agencies and community organiza-
tions

Of the 42 USDA sponsored Ameri-
Corps sites nalionwide, the East
Aurora based program is the only
one in New York State.
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AmeriCorps volunteers are sworn in by President Clinton Monday via satellite link at the Universal Amphitheatre.

ream leam

® Public service: The thread
uniting nearly 1,000 Southland
volunteers sworn in to '
AmeriCorps is idealism and the
belief they can change things.

By JOCELYN Y. STEWART
"TIMES STAFF WRITER e

With an economics degree from UCLA
and a resuime idced with ‘honors, 22-
year-old Anna Ouroumian figures she
could easily command a higher salary,
complete with impressive business cards
and a lofty title.

Instead, the young Glendale woman is
content to spend this year working with
a local anti-hunger project, earning a
modest income.

Her co-workers will be people such as
Garland Robinson of South Los Angeles,
who temporarily put off a master's
degree to fulfill a lifelong dream of
“"working with the people.”

Along with thousands of others across

RICK MEYER / Los Angeles Times

From left, inductees Anna Ouroumian,
Garland Robinson, Dawn Takeuchi,

the country, Ouroumian and Robinson
have signed up for a “season of service"”
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton's na-
tional service program. On Monday, the
two gathered with nearly 1,000 other
participants at the Universal Amphithe-
atre for the mass swearing-in of the
nation's first AmeriCorps class.

In Los Angeles, the one thread uniting
an otherwise disparate group of Ameri-
Corps members—young and old, middle-
class and poor—ic an idealism reminis-
cent of a bygone era in American
history: the belief that they can be the
agents of change.

Like a domestic Peace Corps, the
-AmeriCorps members will combat prob-
lems ranging from hunger and crime to
illiteracy and pollution.

“I'm interested in community empow -
erment and . .. showing people that
things can be done,” said Ouroumian,
who grew up in Glendale. “I know it
sounds cliche-ish, but I believe anything
is possible.”

At the ceremony, AmeriCorps mem-
bers listened to a-string of speeches—

Please see VOLUNTEERS, B3
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JILL CONNELLY / For The Times

President Clinton, addressing recruits to service program, tells them he knows they are ‘‘a generation of doers.".

VOLUNTEERS: National Service Program

Continued from B1
laced with words of encouragement and
praise—by Mayor Richard Riordan, Po-
lice Chief Willie L. Williams and Secre-
tary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Henry Cisneros, as well as past
and present members of other service
organizations.

“AmeriCorps will rise or fall with
your success this year,” Cisneros said.

peaking via satellite in a speech that

was simulcast to AmeriCorps mem-
bers nationwide, Clinton applauded
members for their commitment to
changing America and “getting things
done.”

“Every generation in our history has
learned to take responsibility for our
future, and your generation is no excep-
tion,” Clinton said. “We look at you
now, and we know you are no genera-
tion of slackers. Instead, you're a gener-
ation of doers.”

For all its seriousness, the event—
hosted by actor Andrew Shue, a star of
the “Melrose Place” television series—
felt like a pep rally at times, with
members breaking out in impromptu
chants (“We want Bill!”) and songs
(“Lean on Me") while waiting for the
satellite hookup.

Performers Patti LaBelle, who
donned a black AmeriCorps cap, and the
R&B group Immature brought the
crowd toits feet.

“I like what you're doing,” LaBelle
said as the crowd cheered wildly. “Keep
on striving for the positive things in
life.”

The centerpiece of the event was the
pledge that all AmeriCorps members
took.

Standing in front of a screen, right
hands held high, they listened to the
words spoken by Clinton, then repeated
them:

“I will get things donc for America to
make our people safer, smarter and
healthier. I will bring Americans to-
gether, to strengthen our communities.
Faced with apathy, I will take action.
Faced with conflict, I will seek common
ground. Faced with adversity, I will
persevere. . . . " In return for their

pledge, they will receive a living sti-
pend—often minimum wage, though
some team leaders will make up to
$1,200 a month—along with basic health
insurance, a child-care allowance and a
monetary award for college, vocational
training or to pay off a previous educa-
tional loan.

Trial runs of the program this sum-
mer have received mixed reviews, and
participants say they know the work
will be difficult, especially for the pay
they will receive. But for some, at least,
the compensation is secondary to the
life-changing experiences they expect
to have during their year of service.

Robinson, for instance, sees his year
as a way to help and to lay the
foundation for a career in social work.

But with a degree in political science
from USC, and no experience, he could
not find anyone to hire him. “I asked,
‘How can I get the training if I'm not
given a chance?” he said. “I just
wanted the chance to prove myself.”

A self-proclaimed “product of the
'60s,” Robinson grew up on 27th Street
between Central’ Avenue and Naomi
Street and remembers “a brighter time
in Los Angeles,” when people knew and
cared for each other, he said.

Robinson, 44, has reason to believe in
the possibility of change. In May he
became the only one of his parents’
seven children to graduate from college.

“I have a story to tell because I've

' been there,” he said.

Like Robinson, who was active in
student government and other organi-
zations, many AmeriCorps members are
no strangers to community work.

QOuroumian, who graduated magna
cum laude from UCLA in June, spent
her extra time outside the classroom
planting trees at the Nickerson Gardens
housing project, promoting environ-
mental awareness, helping with ecarth-
quake relief aid working with a number
of service urganizations.

Last year, she spent her summer
break working with residents of the
Pico-Union area, organizing community
members in Summer of Service, the
pilot program for AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps is open to anyone over

17, including high school dropouts, col-
lege graduates, students and profession-
al school graduates. Thus the program
attracts individuals from varying back-
grounds—some of whom might have,
been overlooked by other employers.

Before coming to this country four
years ago, Mayra Perez volunteered
with the American Red Cross, assisting
the victims of war in her native El
Salvador.

Aclerk at a shoe store, she is study-
ing for her high-school equivalen-
cy degree and will spend her Ameri-
Corps year working with an
anti-hunger project.

David Guizar, 21, was once in a gang
and lost a brother in a gang killing. He
will spend a year working in his neigh-
borhood in South Los Angeles, trying to
help the kinds of young people he once
fought with and against.

“I finally got ray chance,” Guizar said.
“This is my first job. I'm part of staff. It
feels pretty good, you know?”

Guizar will be working in the same
program as Ageela Sherrills, 25. When a
fire at Jordan Downs housing projects
sparked racial tension three years ago,
Sherrills, a resident of Watts, stepped in
and served as a mediator.

Sherrills will spend a year with
Building Up Los Angeles, where he will
work to establish tutoring programs, a
public safety project, gang prevention
and confiict mediation in the schoois.

Beginning next week, 40 AmeriCorps
workers—including Quroumian, Robin-
son and Perez—will be added to the
Interfaith Hunger Coalition, which ad-
ministers anti-hunger programs in the
region. Its annual budget of $320,000
will increase to more than $1 million.

One of the biggest assets AmeriCorps
members will bring with them is famil-
iarity with their communities, organiz-
ers say.

Along those lines, Robinson said he
will offer a basic message to the people
he works with:

“I understand and I am one of you,”
he said. “I'm just a regular person who
cares and wants to help.”
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Home economics - in two languages

AmeriCorps
volunteer
helps students

understand qu\%

By Jonathan Bethely
Star Tribune Staff Writer

At Folwell Middle School in
Minneapolis, home economics is
taught both in English and Span-
ish. Maria Diaz, an AmeriCorps
volunteer, helps teachers who
only speak English teach children
who only speak Spanish.

“The Spanish kids understand
the gist of what [the English-
speaking teacher| is saying, but
once we get into groups, they can
ask questions if they don't under-
stand,” Diaz said. She splits her
day at the school between bilin-
gual classes and classes in which
all children speak Spanish.

When the teacher is done ex-
plaining the day's task, for in-
stance, the bilingual class divides
into two groups. The first group
dives into the project while the
second group listens to Diaz, who
repeats what was said.

AmeriCorps volunteers are
valuable to a school such as Fol-
well. only half of whose students
are fluent in English. Diaz said
AmeriCorps volunteers provide a
service that schools may not be
able to afford otherwise.

Without her, half of the 35 home
economics students might not
understand something as simple
as putting apples in a blender.

Diaz is one of 30 AmeriCorps
members based at the Brian Coyle
Community Center in Min-
neapolis. They range from college
graduates to high school dropouts.

“AmeriCorps is made to pro-
vide people with an opportunity
to serve their community and
help themselves. it's about be-
longing to an organization that
supports you,” Diaz said.

Someday the University of
Minnesota senior hopes to be a
teacher. The program was the
perfect opportunity for her to vol-
unteer while still in school.

Forsome youngpeople, theroad
to college after high school has
moredetoursthanfreewaysunder-

v

going summer construction.

If Tangene Hayslett's road
hadn’t led him to the AmeriCorps
program after graduating from
Washburn High School in Minne-
apolis, he said, he's not sure what
he'd be doing. At 18, Hayslett
coordinates all youth activities at
the Coyle Center.

“You're getting a lot more
than just a check every two weeks
— you're getting a lot of different
skills that you can't put dollar
bills on,” he said. In addition to
serving 40 hours a week at the
Coyle Center, Hayslett holds a
part-time job at Rainbow Foods
to help make ends meet.

In high school, Hayslett didn't
spend that much time worrying
about his education. At one point
he was enrolled in an alternative
school for “problem kids.” But at
this school, Hayslett excelled in
academics and found the incen-
tive to finish high school. Now he
sees kids at the community cen-
ter who look up to him.

“That'skind of weird because['ve
never seen myself as a role model
or mentor. [ really didn't think I was
that important to the world until |

Star Tribune Photo by Jerry Holt
AmeriCorps volunteer Maria Diaz helps In a home economics class at Folwell Middle School In Minneapolis. “The
Spanish kids understand the gist of what [the English-speaking teacher] Is saying,” Dlaz sald, “but once we get into
groups, they can ask questions If they don't understand.” There are about 350 AmeriCorps members in the state.

Some facts about AmeriCorps

> Origin: One of Bill Clinton’s leading ideas in his 1992 campaign
for the presidency. It's a kind of Peace Corps for America, a na-
tional service project. It started in 1993.

> Minnesota angle: There are about 350 people working here, in

eight programs.

> The cost: Full-time volunteers get a $4,700 education voucher
and $660 a month to cover living expenses and medical benefits.
In 1994 it cost $301 million nationwide, growing in 1995 to

$470 million.

> Critics say: It costs too much and duplicates the work of the pri-

vate sector.

> Supporters say: “It's a successful program that | think is benefi-
cial,” said U.S. Rep. Bruce Vento, a DALer from St. Paul. *It helps
build a network that isn't available in most communities. You
need volunteers to help build a framework for other volunteers.”

A 1995 University of Minnesota study found that Minnesota’s
program had an “impact on individuals, organizations and
communities.” The state gets back in volunteer time twice the
money is provides when it matches federal funds, it said.

came over here,” Hayslett saic.
AmeriCorps members meet
twice a month to share informa-
tion about projects, but they also
receive skills training in conflict
resolution, résumé writing, diver-
sity training and public speaking.

Hayslett said he learned orga-
nizingand coordinationskillsatthe
Coyle Center. “I'm constantly try-
ing to run programs to make sure
everything is falling in line, [from|
structuring programs to making
reservations.” Hayslett said.



From left, Alana Beard, Josie Lawlor and Emily Henry at Mount Desert Island
High School showcase their hard work and research findings at a public

science fair on June 4.
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MDIHS students study water quality

by Nancy Richards

BAR HARBOR — Upon this
gifted age in its dark hour,

Falls from the sky a meteoric
shower

Of facts they lie
unquestioned, uncombined.

Wisdom enough to leech us of
our ill

Is daily spun; but there exists no
loom

To weave it into fabric.

—Edna St. Vincent Millay

This poem caught the attention
of Dr. Jane Disney’s sophomore
biology class at Mount Desert
Island High School, as they
wrestled with field data during a
water quality monitoring project
this spring.

They had the facts, but they
needed a loom, a way to make
sense of these facts. A water quality
fair, by which students presented
their findings to the public, turned
out to be just the loom they needed
to begin to weave the scattered data
into useful information.

Students began their research
by collecting water samples at
sites on Mount Desert Island
identified by the Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) as
sufficiently contaminated to close
the adjacent clam flats. Testing
sites were chosen to help the DMR

pinpoint sources of contamination.
Students test for coliform bacteria, .’
salinity and dissolved oxygen, all
measures of the ability of water to
support life.

The project is being done in
partnership with the Frenchman
Bay Conservancy (FBC), the
DMR, Cooperative Extension, and
the state planning office. In 1993,
FBC received $3,500 from the
Shore Stewards partnership to
develop a five-year water quality
monitoring project with Dr.
Disney’s Honors Biology classes at
the high school. MDIHS science
teacher Lynne Gould helped write
the grant, which is a joint venture
of the state planning office’s Maine
Coastal Program and the Maine
Community Foundatién.

This year marked the third year
of the program.

Past classes focused on

sampling water from the Stanley
Brook/Seal Harbor Beach area.
This year, students added chlorine
level studies to their research at the
beach. This area is not a DMR
testing site, because the presence of
a sewage treatment plant near the
brook prevents the clams flats from
ever being opened, according to a
March 1996 FBC article. But
because the beach is used publicly
for picnicking and swimming,
healthy water quality remains an
issue, said Dr. Disney.

Other testing sites have been
added this year.

One of these is at Western Bay
(Clarks Cove), where high coliform
bacteria counts have recently
appeared in this formerly clean
area, causing the DMR to close the
site to clamming this year.

Shoreline surveys are also being
conducted along Somes Sound,

with the help of John Fendl from
DMR and an Americorps volunteer.
The clam flats there have been
closed for some time, but DMR
tests have been clean for three
years, according to the FBC.
Students surveyed area residents,
checking on their septic systems,
hoping their work might hasten the
re- opening of the area to
commercial clamming.

The June 4 fair drew interested
individuals from Mount Desert
Island municipalities, Acadia
National Park, and other
organizations.

The exhibit on Western Bay
suggested that livestock in the area
may be responsible for the
contamination — a possibility
which caught the interest of Bar
Harbor Harbormaster Ed Monat.

“This is great,” he said. “A

M see QUALITY page B2

SOUTHWEST HARBOR —
The Harbor House Boating
School opens Monday, June
24, for three half-day
sessions throughout the
summer. Children ages 9 to
14 are encouraged to apply.
Scholarships and financial aid
are still available. Call Harbor

House at 244- B
3713 for more
information.

Harbor House boating school set
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month ago, the DMR came to the
harbor committee and said there
was a problem in Clark Cove, but
they didn’t know where it was
coming from — and they wanted
us to try to find out. The kids may
have done that for us. Now we still
have to figure out what to do, but at
least we have a good idea of what
the problem might be.”

Information from the FBC noted
that the presence of livestock, even
very close to a water source, does
not automatically produce a water
quality problem.

The Somes Sound survey group
interviewed approximately 35
homeowners this year, gathering
data they hope will help to open the
clam flats, reported Dr. Disney. The
group identified some additional
areas along the sound that they
would like to see sampled, a job
that will likely be delegated to next
year's class.

Students also found high

chlorine levels at some points in
Seal Harbor. Although the data is
incomplete, students observed a
boat being washed on shore and a
swimming pool being emptied into
a street drain. They do not know if
the boat was being washed with
chlorine, or if the street drain goes
into the sewage treatment plant
that dechlorinates its effluent, said
Dr. Disney.

In addition to taking water
samples, other student jobs
included communicating by
computer with other Shore Steward
programs via the ALICE network,
studying traditional versus
alternative wastewater treatment
plant designs, organizing the

DAUNTLESS m from page B1

classroom data, and doing public
relations.

“The kids approached the work
with a lot of independence,” said
Dr. Disney. “They did what needed
to be done,” she said, noting that at
times she felt as if the students
were ahead of her.

But some of the lessons they
learned were life skills, not
simply data collection and
interpretation.

“It was easy for them to point
fingers of blame for small
mistakes,” said Dr. Disney. Some
of these mistakes included not
leaving a note for a volunteer who
was late to arrive, and arriving at a
testing site only to find the

chemicals for sampling had not
been refilled. *I told them, ‘I am
willing to take some of the blame.
Who else is willing to accept
some?"” said Dr. Disney.

Another challenge was helping
students to understand their part in
the overall scheme of the project,
she said.

“Both the students and the
community benefit from this
program,” said an FBC article.
“The students get some hands-on
field experience, doing what water
quality professionals really do.
They also learn to be aware of how
their activities affect water quality,
and they wiil carry that awareness
with them wherever they go.” B

classier for their commute to the
island, the Southwest Harbor
couple were referred to Mr.
Schlaefer by two of the area’s

Ionotima hanat Leniocaan masalda.

has designed. It is a compact
project complete with fold-down
bunks, storage and lighting, “but
he scratched his head and did it,”
Me Wanwav recalls admirinelv.

another goal — ease of
maintenance.

Eyeing the gleaming white hull
with “Gotts Island blue” trim — a

phrase coined across the water in



Natl Volunteer Week To Be Observed
By Ameri- Corps Team USDA

i Natlonal Voluntecr chk. la
-an opportunlty to highlight the

“service of, Nebraska's volunteers’
and to encourage others to get in- -
volved,  according to Carrnen
Shaffer and Nadene Cavet of the"

AmericCorps/Team USDA ‘in
.Plainview.

. "It is a time to celcbrate and".

‘honor what Nebraskans of all
_ages are doing to.serve, their

- communities," they stated In a-

press release.
This year the Nebraska Com-

mission for National and Com-.
munity Service, as a local spon-. -
isor, 1s encouraging Ncbraska.ﬁs';
“ to dedicate some time fo"their
neighbors and communities .
¥ during this special week. | £4 157"

The group will enlist commu-
nity volunteers to join them in

tree-planting projects at .sites
nationwide to commemorate the -

LI etk — LB RSO NRETT AN  P T

victims of the April 19, 1995
bombing of the Federal Building
in Oklahoma City, OK.

The AmeriCorps team will be
coordinating tree-plantings, in
their memory, on April 23 at 10
a.m. in Center: and at 1 p.m. in

. Plerce.

They will also’ participate in
the Arbor Day program at
Creighton at 2 p.m. on April 26,
planting a tree in memory of the
Oklahoma City bombing victims.

- On April 29, at 2:30 p.m.
AmeriCorps will be in Neligh to
participate in a’'tree-planting in
memory of Bob Chilvers and to
plant a-tree in- memory of the
bombing victims. --

‘The National Day of SeMce is
celebrated annually to focus at-
tention on AmeriCorps and the
community service of non-profit
and private organizations.

i gt o
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ducating all ages the focus of AmeriCorps

by Lori Maude

Since October of 1995
there has been a quiet,
behind-the-scenes force
educating adults and
children across southeast
Kansas about water quality,
farm safety, CPR,
emergency medical

treatment and a host of
other topics.
That force is Katrina Hine

.2 L

Kalrina Hine o

and the other AmeriCorps
members in  southeast
Kansas. AmeriCorps is the
national service program
initiated by President Bill
Clinton to address critical
needs at the community
level.

AmeriCorps members are
at least 17 years old, willing
to make a committment to
the program and want to

f AmeriCorps spoke to nearly 1,200

students at a recent Earth Day program sponsored by

Labette County Farm Bureau.

USED FARRO-RITE
6°X8’ HOG HOUSES

Designed for nursery use,

wire floors with flush pans
with heaters

417-682.6525 .

help people improve their
lives,

In return, the AmeriCorps
members receive a living
stipend and, at the end of
their term of service, receive
an educational award to be
used toward college or
vocational training. If the
member already has a
college degree, then the
educational award may be
used toward a student loan.

A full-time AmeriCorps
member receives basic health
insurance and child care
assistance if they qualify.

Hine is based in Howard,
KS, which is the western
edge of her 12-county area.
Her AmeriCorps group is
sponsored by the USDA
Farm Service Agency (FSA)
office out of Manhattan, KS.
Other AmeriCorps groups
are sponsored by the Nat-
ural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS), Wildlife
and Parks, or any number of
other groups.

When Hine started with
AmeriCorps in October of
1995 she was the only mem-
ber in southeast Kansas.
Other groups started up at
the same time in other areas.
She added a part-time
student member to her
group in January 1996,

Tisha McNee of rural

Chautauqua County joined
Hine in helping present

e Top Quality » Affordable °
MINI-STORAGE BARNS

Size Range:

Needs.

$755°°

_J W.

8'x8' to
14'x36'

With Numerous Options
— Designed To Fit Your

Prices Start At

U

TSIrTes

"

Plywood Siding

- Check Our Features -
* 25 Year Warranty On Our Exterior

* 4"x4" Runners & Floor Joists Are CCA
Pressure Treated

« 5/8" AC Plywood Flooring & Roof ~

240# Shingles w/25 Year Warranty . . .

Plus Much Morel!!!

[ *Ask About Qur Gazebo Line

up! Quality At An Affordable Price!™ |

"FREE DELIVERY Within 50 Miles Of Lamar, MO."

DUTCH QUALITY MINI BARNS
Mfg. by FARRO-RITE INDUSTRIES

196 N. HH Hwy. — Lamar, Missouri 64759
417/682-6525 800/759-1185 Fax 417/682-6593

educational seminars
throughout the area. McNee
is a student at Coffeyville
Community College and
comes from a ranching
background.

When Hine began evalu-
ating the needs of the area,
she saw a need for many
educational programs,
especially in Elk County.
"Our projects are more
education-based and deal
directly with people in an
effort to improve their
lives,” stresses Hine.

She has presented many
water quality programs and
has worked with getting
rural residents to test their
well water. Hine takes many
of her programs into area
schoals.

Since April 22, Hine has
spoken to 1,646 students in
area schools, Other programs
in schools have included
CPR and First Aid for filth
and sixth graders in Moline
and animal safety for first
and third graders in Coffey-
ville.

Katrina also participated
in the Earth Day activities in
Labette County and talked
with nearly 1,200 students
in one day, along with
distributing agricultural
information to more than 70
teachers. The program was
sponsored by Labette
County Farm Bureau.

Not all of Katrina's pro-
grams focus on the schools
and children. Recent pro-
grams have included a farm
equipment extrication sem-
inar in Elk County for area
Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians (EMTs), First Res-
ponders, nurses, volunieer
fire fighters and other com-
munity members. Forty-five
professionals representing
five counties attended the
seminar.

"We are in such a remole
area thal every minute
counts and we need to
know how to help ourselves
until we can get to medical
help,” says Katrina, "That's
why we stress the education
of young and old alike."

AmeriCorps also organ-
ized a seminar for rural
volunteer fire departments
on handling hazardous
malerials.

In most cases the seminars
are [ree to the public because
of donations from area busi-
nesses and volunteer help.

Hine admits her programs
started out to be agricul-
turally-based and evolved
to looking at environmental
issues. Now, the programs
are developed to meet any
need that will help the rural
areas of the state.

"My job is not to preach
and condemn people's
actions. My job is to educate
the public,” says Hine. "Edu-
cation is the key to success.”

The experience with
AmeriCorps is one Kaltrina
won't soon forget bul the
time demand has taken her
away, from her Lhree
children and her husband

more than she likes, so she
is leaving the AmeriCorps
I1rl?1='hl|'l'l.

However, the funding is
available to continue the
AmeriCorps program in
southeast Kansas for the
next fiscal year begining
October 1, if the program

Farm Talk Page 12 May 22, 1996

can find people interested in
continuing the effort.

The address and phone
number for information is:
Jim Mesinheimer, USDA/
AmeriCorps, Natural Re-
source Conservation Service,
760 S. Broadway, Salina, KS
67401-4642 or call (913) 823-
4500.0

Southwest Regional Stockyards

Springfield, MO

5 or 500 head to sell? You can count on
cattlemen helping cattlemen at
Southwest Regional Stockyards.

Cattlemen
Helping
Cattlemen

417-869-2568

CALL ONE OF THE YARD'S
COMMISSION COMPANIES TODAY!

Crain & Ganmon

Fugitt, Sout

417-862-0577

National
417-866-1905 417-866-5036 417-869-4458

Ozark

hwest Farmers

Stocker & Feeder
Auction
Wed. 9:30 a.m.

Slaughter Cow
Auction
Mon. & Tues. 9:30 a.m.

May 15 Market Report

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS: 1958

WEEK AGO: 1399

Compared to last week, demand moderate, steer calves
under 500 1bs. $2-84 higher, over 500 Ibs. steady, heifer
calves under 550 Ibs. steady, over 550 Ibs. $1 to mostly
$2 higher, Holsteins steady to $3 higher, supply moderate,
with near 23% Holsteins & 34% of the receipls over 600 Ibs,

STEERS:

Medium & Large Frame 1
+380-400 Ibs...$60.50-862.25
*400-500 Ibs. thin .......ccceeeee
Pemmm—. 11 X L
*400-460 Ibs,..$57.25-563.75
*Fleshy/full ..........553-857.50
*500-600 Ibs............. $55-563
*500-550 Ibs. fleshy/full ........
T .$53.50-$57.50
*600-700 Ibs .. $55.60-559.75
+700-B00 Ibs...$52.75-358.25

HOLSTEINS:
Largo Framae 2
5 Ibs ..inie $42.50

May 14 Sheep & Goat Sale Report

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS: 1431
LAST MONTH: 652
Supply moderate with near 53% feeder lambs, 2% slaugh-

YEAR AGO: 2320

+*420-455 Ibs...$3B.50-841 75
*500-600 Ibs.............535-842
*600-700 Ibs...$36.85-$39.50
+700-800 Ibs....... $35.25-538
+*B00-900 lbs...$2

*900-950 DS ...ovcunnas

HEIFERS:
Modium & Large Frame 1

+375-400 1bs........ $47.50-348
+*400-500 Ibs ... $44.75-552.85
+500-600 Ibs...$46.50-853.25
*600-700 Ibs.....$50.25-53.10
*700-750 Ibs...$48.75-852.10

YEAR AGO: 30

ter lambs, 11% slaughter ewes, 2% slaughter bucks, 11%
repl. t ewes & balance goats.
SLAUGHTER LAMBS Ibs., 2 yrs. o solid mouth .....
Cholce & Prime SRTRRT——. < (¢ &% 12 ("
*125-145 Ibs............. $64-390  +70-120 Ibs. yearling .$36-845
FEEDER LAMBS GOATS
*Medium & large 1-2, new (prices per head)
crop, 30-50 Ibs. .......$81-$88 Spanish
*50-100 Ibs. .585-591.50  +Billies ......................534-$68
Lot 56 Ibs .. $96 Large................579-$92.50
+0ld crop 70-90 Ibs ........... *Mannies .................$24-853
R —.. 7 L 81 Few moslly large...$52-874
*Small & medium 1-2, 30-55 Small & medium nannies
|1 TR, e BT H-5B0 wikids ...$41-870 per family
SLAUG R EWES *Kids $11-829
*Good & Choice ......$18:824  .Angora nannies ... $16-528
*Utility & Good .§25-832  +Angora wethers....... Lot $19
SLAUGHTER BUCKS *Angora kids...............$8-319

*140-275 Ibs........519-523.75
*Fleshy.... 512518

REPL)‘\CEM.ENT EWES
*Medium & large 1-2, 100-155

Frices Supplied By Missouwrl Department of Agriculture

*Pygmy billies.$27.50-547.50
1 $14-521
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Elk Falls and Sedan are greatly helped
by the Americorps summer work progmm

It seems there’s always a shortage of young,
strong workers when it comes to any community
service project. That’s why, when a group of nearly
30 college-age folks showed up in Elk Falls and
Sedan late in May to help, they were very welcome.

They’re called AMERICORPS and when
they undertake projects, which meet certain require-
ments, they receive credit against their college
tuition and books.

The group worked in Elk Falls on May 21
and 23, Monday and Tuesday. Then they went to
Sedan on Wednesday and Thursday, May 22 and 23.

In Elk Falls they did a variety of work. They
removed a dead tree from the Prudence Crandall
marker site, painted the exteriors of the Community
Building and the Visitors Center, did repair work at
the cemetery, and replaced some of the planking on
the old, historic iron bridge.

The job in Sedan included doing a lot of
heavy lifting and pushing in the Hollow where a
sandstone walkway has been an ongoing project.
Elton Bowman and Gary Cude donated large rock
suitable for that use. Some of the rock had to be
loaded and moved to the Hollow. Some of it simply
had to be moved from one part of the Hollow to
where the walk was being laid. The thing was, it was
all manual labor.

e Carry Ful Line f

e - B

Tisha McNee and Aimee Tabor move a big

rock onto the pathway.

KitchenAid & Roper Appliances
Also Stock New Mattresses &
Box Springs

Sedan Thrif{ Furniture & Annliances_

THAYER TAX SERVICE

We can help with all
your accounting needs
&8z
Federal & State Tax
Returns 725-3035

Crystal Thayer

112 Eaoct RVin Frr Chsfo
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Sometimes volunteers just don’t contribute
much to the overall project. That’s why we were
anxious to talk to Don Armstrong, the man who has
been the main force behind manual labor at the
Hollow. “Just how much work did they do in those
two days?” we asked.

“About four months of my time,” he replied.

Since Don can be found in the Hollow about
any time on most any day, we knew the young
people had really done a great job!

We watched these dedicated workers, young
men and women, as they lifted slabs of sandstone
rocks and pushed wheelbarrows full of gravel and
dirt. We saw them set the stones and put cement
between them. One of the workers was Tisha
McNee, of Moline, who was seen wrestling a large
rock which could have outweighed her.

The workers did a tremendous amount of
work. All of the work wasn’t as strenuous as
manhandling rocks or wheelbarrows. There were
flowers to be planted and plants to be set out. Dr.
Joan Rajacich, of Sedan, worked with those who
labored in that area. We’ll be anxiously waiting to
see the blooms later on in the year.

Several AMERICORPS members walked
the nature trail between the old and new city lakes
and got an idea of what needed to be done there.
That’s a project that hasn’t yet received a lot of
attention, but we understand that Rick Robbins and
David Glynn are very interested and making plans.

On Wednesday evening the Hollow Project
members hosted a fish fry for all the members and
workers. Elizabeth Wolfe was responsible for
getting the all the food prepared. She got help from
her husband Larry and he fried all the fish. 7he Last
Jazz Band, which is basically a local group, provided
some great music during the meal. Members are
John Ed Warring, Henry Gardner, Kenneth Webb,

Beckon-Call Auctions
Want the BEST? | Reckon it's Beckon!

30 years experience.
Largest mailing list in

e Green Country.

Tim Contreras
Owner/Auctioneer
(316) 725-3837

MEMBER NAT'L
ASSOC. OF

RUIIATIAMEEDC

HARMON DRUG
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AMERICORPS workers fill their plates after a

day of hard work in the Hollow.

-

GRANDMA NELLIE'S DOLL HOUSE

\ Miniature to Baby Quilts
DOLLS - DOLL CLOTHES - CRAFTS

Nellie Stafford 618 E. Laurel, Sedan

Tell Dad you love him |
June 16th

| @ Father's Day Cargg

L AR and

G e =
=% Gift Items

Good Selection
iof Russell Stover
Candies

There are new
items on our
Special Table

...Pretty Gift ldeas...
SUNNY DAY BLUEBIRDS
“Share the Sunshine”

110 East Main in Sedan  725-3161
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Everett Ray Call and Rick Robbins.

Of course this doesn’t mean the Hollow is
complete—perhaps it never will be. Some projects
are just right for perpetual improvements. The
Hollow Project takes the combined efforts of a
number of volunteeers. Don says he appreciates their
help. One such volunteer is De Wayne “Barnie”
Barnett who mows the east side of the Hollow,
which is a difficult job.

Don is always on the lookout for limestone
of the right size for building walls or other projects.

Property - Auto - Farm
Health - Commercial - Bonds
Insurance & Real Estate
Mike Campbeli, Broker
614 Cedar Street, Cedar Vale, KS 67024
316-758-2868 or 1-800-491-2868
Independent Agent Closed Tuesday Mornings "

cam PRENL IIGEI'IGY |

TRUCKING

Cement
Finishing_

316-129-3311

Sedan
Ask for Tom or Hazel

Tallgrass Count

Some people have donated rock from old barns
houses to help Don in his efforts of beautifying
Hollow.

All in all, it was a highly successful pro
Part of the credit for that success has to g
Katrina Hine, of Moline, who served as the prc
coordinator. On the evening of the fish fry,
weather fully cooperated and provided a beau
evening. Sometimes things really do work well!

They r.a[l themselves ‘The Last Jazz Band

.EJI@[

Custom Machine Quilting, Fabric & More
Call for information on classes

Edie Baker, owner
304 N. Pine in Howard

3 16 -374-2226
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* * UPDATE ON SNI AND AMERICORPS CONTINUE
LOCATING GAS WELLS

Have you seen your local abandoned gas well? SNI
staff and AmeriCorps are making good progress locating
abandoned gas wells on the Cattaraugus Reservation, thanks
to the help from many people who remember having gas
welis near their homes or seeing them in the woods. SNI
stafT and AmeriCorps have also relled on old maps, well
records, meta! detectors, and a global positioning system
(OP8) receiver. Over 50 of the approximately 150 gas wells
on Cattaraugus Reservation have been located since
December 1995, The locating project also includes approxi-
mately 120 gas or oil wells on Allegany Reservation and
four wells on the O1l Spring Reservation.

SNI staff and AmeriCorps have been locating these
wells, an cffort that Involves lots of time, leg work, and
eagle-eye vislon. Several people have helped a grent deal by
guiding the field crew to the wells. Old maps showling the
approximate locstion of the well are frequently consulted.
The OPS receiver Is often used to gulde the fleld crew to the
mapped location. Once in the mapped location, gas detec-
tors and metal detectors are used to help find the well, From
a distance, many of the wells are indistinguishable from (ree
stumps. A few wells have been found in relatively good
condition with all assoclated hardware intact. In most cases
all that remalns of the well is a 10-Inch dismeter pipe that is
standing open or sometimes has a cap bolted on. Often a
strong sulfur smell signals that imethane gas is rising out of
the well. Sometimes methane can be seen and heard
bubbling through water standing in the open pipe. In the
Cattaraugus Creek Valley, shallow groundwater under
artesian pressure flows out of sume of the gas wells.

When the well or evidence of the well Is found, it is
flagged with surveying tape and its location (latituce and
longitude) is measured with the GPS receiver. In some
cases, all evidence of the well has been obliterated by old
abandonment procedures, vandalism. logging, or dense
vegetation. These well sites may ultimatcly require more
extcnsive Investigation with backhoes and other excavaling
equipment. A number of wells could be re-developed lor
gns production. The remaining wells should be closed to
eliminate environmentai and safety hazards. Knowing the
precise number and location of welly s the first step in
planning for re-development or proper well closure.

Jody Clark, Surveyor/Manager of the SNt Department
of Maps and Boundaries, Is coordinating the well location
effort. Leif Twoguns, Gas and Utilities Department, is

leading the field work. Other SNI stafT involved with the
project include Armand Maybee, Bruce Abrams, Tim
Stevens, Lana Watt, and Carol Guinane. Technical assis-
tance s provided by a team of five AmerlCorps members
from the U.S. Depariment of Agrlculture Natural Resources
Conservation Service (USDA NRCS) field office in East
Aurora. The AmeriCorps members are Scott Barnwell, Chris
Castiglione, Joe Ghosen, Gayla Gross, and Lisa Matthies.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's national service
program designed to provide opportunites for Americans of
all ages to help local communities meet critical social and
environmental needs. The East Aurora AmeriCorps team is
directed by John Whitney of the USDA NRCS, John, along
with other NRCS staff, Earth Team voluntcers, and last
years' AmeriCorps members, has been helping SNI staff
develop geographic information system records that support
the Nation's planning end environmental protection needs.

Please call Leif Twoguns @532-4900 if you have
information about a well loention or If you have any
questions about the praject.
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St. Johnsbury

New Food Shelf
Coming To Town

By GAIL P. MONTANY

Beginning May 15, area residents
in need of a helping hand will have a
new community-based food shelf to
access.

The Kingdom Community Food
Shelf will replace, st least to some
extent, the one currently being
operated on Cherry Street by Nor-
theast Kingdom Community Action
(NEKCA), said NEEKCA Executive
Director Dave Tucker.

L=l _as e s e
Sometimes people find
themselves short through no
fault of their own and there
needs to be some system to
help with that.

Lunch program director
MIKE McCOY

The new foed shelf will run in con-
Junction with the free Community
Lunch Program held three days a
week at St. Johnsbury churches, said
lunch program director Mike McCoy. .
On the days lunch is not being:
served (Tuesday and Thursday), its
home base will be Grace United
Methodist Chureh.

“We will try as much as possible to
operate out of and direct people
through the lunches and help bridge
the gap on the other days,” he said.

Tucker said due to limnited staff
resources, budget cuts and funding
cutbacks, NEKCA is encouraging
community groups to operate and
maintain food shelves,

““We're suppartive of Mike’s efforts

to give the food shelf a community
base,” he said, adding that NEKCA
will also maintain a limited food
shelf for emergencies and will be
marginally involved in the Kingdom
Community Food Shelf as well.

“We feel (a community base)
should’ strengthen the food shelf
program,” said Tucker.

With the help of Mary Hzall and
Audrey Whitehill of the Vermont
Anti-Hunger Corps (which is helping
to get the new food shelf started),
and other volunteers from the com-
munity, McCoy will seek food dona-
tions from area businesses, churches
and community groups. Donations of
all types of food, principally the non-
perishable variety, will be welcome.

Also needed are volunteers to stock
the ghelves, perform administrative
duties and hand out food

“There is no interest in getting
govmment funding or assistance

or the program,” McCoy said.

McCoay said volunteer caseworkers
will also help determine why a par-
ticular family or individual is persis-
tently falling short of food and
whether the family should be

referred to other social services
agencies,

“Sometimes people find themsel-
ves short through no fault of their
own and there needs to be some sys-
tem to help with that,” he said.

CALEDONIAN-RECORD
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Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
San.uﬂay 8:00 am to Noon
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At Newport Town School
Students to build
wood-fired oven

The students at Newport Town School, in
conjunction with Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps

(VAHC) members, will begin construction on a clay,

Quebec-style, wood-fired oven on Thursday, May
23. The oven will be located on the grounds at
Newport Town School. The members of the VAHC,
in collaboration with the faculty at Newport, have
come up with the oven idea as a unique way of
turning the produce that is harvested from the
Common Roots Gardens into food that is fun to
make and eat. The oven will be used as a part of
the eighth-grade graduation ceremonies this year
and will be tied in with the school curriculum
when school resumes in the fall.

The actual construction of the oven will consist
of making a four-inch by six-inch cribbing out of
hemlock ties. On top of this eribbing a cement pad
or hearth will act as the baking surface. A frame’
constructed of small alder trees are then woven °
like a basket to form a shape that looks like a
“crouching beaver.” The doors of the oven are in’
the shape of an arch. The woven structure is then

covered with a mixture of river clay, wood ash, hay, 3

and water. The clay takes about five days to
harden and then the oven will be ready to use. -
from Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps.
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Maine AmeriCorps - USDA
Water Quality Times

January, 1995

Volume I, Number 1

QLF Provides Training and Development for
Maine AmeriCorps - USDA

Maine AmeriCorps/Team USDA

From Casco Bay to Fort Kent, twenty
men and women are volunteering forty hoursa
week for ten months to improve water quality
inthe state of Maine. These dedicated, environ-
mentally concerned individuals are participants
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national
community service program and have been
selected from alarge pool of applicants to serve
on a variety U. S. Department of Agriculture,
Natural Resource ConservationService projects.

Maine AmeriCorps/Team USDA mem-
bers are "getting things done" on rural com-
munity-based projects ranging from aquacul-
ture toerosioncontrol. Participants areassisting
communities by providing technical support,
environmental education, data collection and
other research. In all cases, the AmeriCorps
volunteers serve as catalysts to bring citizens
around the table to talk about water quality
issues.

Karen Malley (right) assists her team members as they
work together to cross the "Acid Swamp.”

Lisa Taylor shares about her experience on the Casco Bay
Watershed resource inventory and monitoring project.
Fostering Leadership

The Quebec-Labrador Foundation/ At-
lantic Center for the Environment is providing
essential training to the AmeriCorps volunteers.
Through a year-long series of group and one-
on-one interactions QLF is helping these
emerging conservationists to develop essential
leadership skills, infusing greater self confi-
dence to tackle the difficult issues that their
communities face today.

Team Building

OnTuesday, November 29,1994, thirteen
AmeriCorps volunteers, community leaders
and Beals Island Regional Shellfish Hatchery
staff met at the Stahl's Bar clam flats in
Waldoboro. The group's mission was to assist
with the removal of protective nets from and
sampling of 14 experimental, seeded clam plots.
The volunteers came from up and down the
coast to help with the arduous task of mucking
on the flats at low tide. The group worked to
support one another as footing was extremely
difficult and the nets just as heavy.



It was a beautiful day on the Maine coast.
There was a distinctatmosphere of comaraderie
and supportive team work as the group learned
about the crash of the local clam population and
advances in shellfish aquaculture.

QLF, in cooperation with Maine's
AmeriCorps partners, organizes and partici-
pates in team building and community, group
work projects activities such as the one de-
scribed above. These activities encourage an
attitude of "getting things done" by working
together

Site Visits and Coaching

With over thirty years of experience in
training pre-professional and professional con-
servationists, QLF has learned first hand the
value of mentoring through close contact and
site visits. Staff maintain phone contact with
Maine AmeriCorps participants, providing the
support and guidance necessary for project suc-
cess, and personal and professional develop-
ment. Environmental professionals trained in
community development, they visit Maine
AmeriCorps project sites to spend time with
participants, listening and offering feedback on
their projects.

In response to a recent

A Brighter Future

As New England and eastern Canada
respond to the crash of the groundfish indus-
try, high unemployment, and changing land
use practices, the need has never been greater
for leaders who can provide both solutions and
hope for their troubled communities. Ameri-
Corps members develop personally and pro-
fessionally through service and training and
will continue to give of themselves as civic-
minded, environmentally-aware citizens. They
are the community leaders who will facilitate
sound decision-making as the region enters the
21st Century.

For more information, please contact:

QLF/Atlantic Center for the Environment
55 South Main Street
Ipswich, MA 01938

Voice: (508) 356-0038
FAX: (508) 356-7322
E-mail: atlanticctr@igc.org

visit by QLF's Community
Conservation Leadership Co-
ordinator, Kate Noonan,
Charlie Parker, North Coast
Fisheries Coordinator said, "It
means so much to us to have
you come all the way out here
to see what we are doing. The
feedback is helpful and know-
ing that you know what we are
doing first hand really helps".
Barbara Coffee, St. Croix River
Watershed coordinator, stated
"Icanuseall thehelpIcangetin
learning how to work with the
community, and the environ-
mental educationresources that
you have to offer make a big
difference and help to save
time."

Maine AmeriCorps/Team USDA: (top left to right) Charlie Parker, lver McLeod,
Mark Chellis, Amanda Smith Hatch, Karen Malley, Greg Lord, Karen Mushrall,
Gary Marquis, Richard Baird (Director), Barbara Coffey; (bottom left to right) Rob
Klimas, Nicki Violette, Teresa Simeone, Lisa Taylor, Holly Sheehan, Liz Frederic.
Missing: Jane Lamson, Denise Perry, Karen Bert, and Hollis Clinton Tedford I11.
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HEADLINE: EAST VALLEY FOCUS: NORTH HOLLYWOOD;
BREAKFAST GETS TOP BILLING AT SCHOOL ASSEMBLY SHOW

BYLINE: By MAKI BECKER

BODY:

"What’s the most important meal of the day?" Dave Skale, the Nutrition
Magician, asked several hundred squealing students in the Burbank Boulevard
Elementary School auditorium in North Hollywood.

"Breakfast!" they yelled in unison.

Friday's assembly stressing the importance of breakfast was part of a
campaign by the Interfaith Hunger Coalition called "Start Your Head, Eat
Breakfast." During the presentation, the children were urged to eat at home or
take advantage of the free breakfast program at school.

"It's very important that kids eat breakfast," said Carolyn Olney, associate
director of the coalition. Children "do much better in class and on tests and
they suffer less from headaches," she said. :

The "Start Your Head" campaign was aimed initially at high school students
but has been broadened to include children, said Frank Tamborello, an advocate
for the coalition. "As kids get older, they stop eating breakfast," he said. "We
try to show that eating breakfast is cool."

The show was put on by participants in AmeriCorps, who are from 18 to 53
years old. A series of videos touting the coalition’s campaign began with one
featurlng a teen-age boy making hlmself a breagfast shake of milk, leftover
pizza, a hot dog and a tomato. =~ *

The next one showed a classroom of students who did not eat breakfast. Their
stomachs growl and contort as the teacher scowls at them. The third clip
depicted the daydreams of a young woman who is so hungry that she keeps
imagining breakfast foods popping up around her.

The next part of the program was a sing-along. The final act was a magic
show, where a secret recipe transformed motor oil, a flower and spinach juice
into a healthy breakfast of an apple, a small box of cereal and a bagel. MAKI
BECKER

GRAPHIC: Photo, COLOR, Burbank Boulevard Elementary students react with glee to
a trick by Dave Skale, the Nutrition Magician during Interfaith Hunger Coalition
program. At right, 7-year-old John Gralyan giggles after apparently breaking the
magic fan. SCOTT RATHBURN / For The Times; Photo, COLOR, (Bl) MAGIC MEALS: Dave
Skale, as the Nutrition Magician, cooks up a nutritious breakfast at the



Cleanup begins at Homestead

Americorps volunteers begin cleaning
up boards, nails, shingles, other debris

By Stephanie Geery-Zink
Daily Sun staff writer

Boards stuck in the ground
which couldn’t be budged.
Hundreds of house shingles. Nails
hidden in the prairie grass.

These were just some of the
items Americorps workers and
other volunteers had to contend
with during the past week as they
began the task of clearing away
from the Homestead National
Monument of America prairie the
debris left by the May 8 tornado.

At least three groups of
Americorps volunteers were at
Homestead Friday picking up

assorted debris on the prairie. There
was also a group of youths from a
residential program in Lincoln
which volunteered to help.

“We knew about the tornado and
wanted to help out in the communi-
ty,” said Jaimie Anderson, a mem-
ber of the Americorps Lincoln
Action Program.

Americorps is a nationwide pro-
gram in which people can serve
their communities and earn a
stipend and money to be used for
the cost of getting a higher educa-
tion, said Charity Jogi of Lincoln, a
member of the LAP group.

It wasn’t until the Lincoln volun-
teers reached the Homestead area

that “we realized it really hit hard,”
Jogi said.

She said the debris can damage
the prairie grass.

“We're really concerned about
that,” she said.

LAP usually works with conflict
resolution in the schools to encour-
age children to use methods other
than violence to solve their prob-
lems, so picking up debris wasn’t
their usual activity.

Jogi, Joleen Podtburg and
Francine Blythe, however, said they
enjoyed coming out and helping the
community.

Mary Rose Backhaus, Nadene
Chavet and Carmen Shaffer came
from the Americorps-U.S.
Department of Agriculture group in
northeastern Nebraska, and spent
Wednesday through Friday at the

Homestead.

They were most amazed by the
debris they came across on and off
the trails of the prairie.

They came across several 2-by-4
boards stuck in the ground. One
which was pulled out was at least
five feet long, with another three
feet stuck in the ground.

Backhaus said there was one
board no one could pry out of the
ground, it was lodged so tight. She
said boards they couldn’t remove
are being flagged so crews can go
back later and get them out.

She said they found broken
antique Fiesta dishes in four colors
on the prairie, and said there must
have been someone into crafts who
lost belongings because they found

Please turn to A-2



Homestead

From Page A-1
some craft books.

Chavet said that if any volun-
teers found any photos they were to
save them and give them to
Homestead staff, who would try to
match them up with their owners.

Backhaus said there were a lot of
tools, such as rakes, found in the
prairie grasses, and boards 10 to 15
feet long with electrical wire and
outlets connected, which may have

-

been from a garage.

Adolescent and Family Services
occupational therapist Paula Allen
and recreation therapist Tony
Sanchez brought a group of eight
youths from Lincoln from a resi-
dential program to help at-risk
teenagers.

Allen said part of their program
is to volunteer in the community.
One of the teens suggested helping
out in Beatric€, s0 the’ group ‘took
half a day off of §chool to volunteer
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their time to help clear the prairie.

John Seger, maintenance worker
leader at Homestead, said he appre-
ciated the help.

“It was a mess. It was a disas-
ter,” he said.

Already there have been eight
truck loads taken to the city landfill,
mostly filled with plywood, roofing
materials and shingles.

There is still a lot of work to do
at Homestead, and Homestead park
secretary and volunteer coordinator
Susan Cook said she already knows

of at least seven people coming in
Saturday to volunteer,

She said three Beatrice men with
chainsaws and four people from
Lincoln who saw Homestead super-
intendent Constantine Dillon on the
television news Thursday night
appealing for volunteers are com-
ing.

Other volunteers from the
Midwest Archeological Center in
Lincoln and the National Park
Service field office in Omaha are
coming next week to help out.
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Clearing the prairie
Americorps volunteers Charity Jogi, left, and Francine Blythe, right,
pick up roofing debris on the Homestead National Monument of

America prairie Friday afternoon. Homestead had 32 registered vol-

unteers helping to clear the prairie on Friday. .
PHOTO BY STEPHANIE GEERY-ZINK
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Assembled from all over U.S.,
AmeriCorps team takes on
variety of projects in county

By FRANCES BORSODI ZAJAC
Herald-Standard Staff Writer

Since its members began arriving here
last October, the first Fayette County Ameri-
Corps Team has tackled projects ranging
from heritage preservation to cleaning up
illegal dumpsites to organizing a food pro-
ject for the hungry.

“It’s been very fulfilling because of the
kinds of work we are doing,” said Adam
Baake, 22, of Bellingham, Wash. “You see

direct hanafite tn tha ~Aammnnite e and

societies and developed a survey form (for
the historic sites). I'm trying to develop a
data base for anyone who comes into the
area and is interested in the heritage,” said
Kelso.

The survey is expected to be completed
by the end of the summer and copies will be
given to the Regional Trails Corp. and all
historical societies along the trail, including
Connellsville Historical Society, Tri-Town
Histerical Society and Perryopolis Area Her-
itage Society.

Tmnraving cowans ssrotasees 5ol

We plan to do more meetings,
Developing a loral loan program:
Baake is working with three 1lacal hanlec .
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long term. There's not many jobs out there
where you feel every action has a concrete
benefit.”

The team, which has a commitment to
work through the federal fiscal year that
ends Sept. 30, consists of five young adults
with diverse backgrounds.

Baake, who has a history degree from
Cornell University, is among the youngest of
the group. The other is local woman Jaime
Fecek, 22, of Brownsville, who has a degree
in public relations from California Universi-
ty.

Team coordinator Susan Thagard, 28, of
Pittsburgh, has a degree in fine art and a cer-
tificate in planning from the universities of
Maryland and Utah.

Craig Kelso, 25, is a native of Spring-
field, Mo., who has a bachelor’s degree in
history from Southwest Missouri State Uni-
versity. Last summer, he moved to Morgan-
town and is working on a master’s degree in
public history at West Virginia University.

Amy Myers, 28, is a native of Atlantz,
Ga., who has a bachelor’s degree in political
science from the University of Maryland and
a law degree from Maryland Law School.

“It’s been very fulfilling
because of the kinds of
work we are doing...You
see direct benefits to the
community — now and
long term. There’s not
many jobs out there
where you feel every
action has a concrete
benefit.”

—ADAM BAAKE
Fayette County

AmeriCorps Team member
i e P P A A s VU S i

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s
national service program, operated by the
United States Department of Agriculture

veen \:vorking with USDA Rural Develop-
ment and Yough Sewage Authority to link
funding sources with individuals not con-
nected to any sewage system in the Dawson-
Vanderbilt area. Hé has hosted two town
meetings for the project which could affect
up to 1,500 people.

Kelso noted federal funding is available
on a limited basis, but there is usually a five-
year waiting period.

“My goal is to let them know there are
options available and a possible source of
funding,” he said.

National Road Heritage Park — Flat
Iron Building: Kelso is working on a
brochure for the Flat Iron Building in
Brownsville which is expected to be opened
to the public this fall as an interpretative and
welcome center for the National Road. The
brochure, which will be available on-site and
through mailings, will include information
on Brownsville and area sites. Kelso said
Brownsville area artifacts, such as old pho-
tographs and postcards, can be donated to

the interpretative center by contacting the-

Brownsville Historical Society at Nemacolin
Castle.

East End Community Center: On May
11, Myers led a team that included commu-
nity members and other volunteers as they
made cosmetic improvements to the Union-
town center, located at 395 E. Main St. The
center provides a safe haven for children to
learn social and academic skills through
one-on-one tutoring and mentoring pro-
grams. About 285 students participate each
year.

Faris Carpets and K-mart donated paint
and other materials for the project, which
included painting both the interior and exte-
rior of the center. .

“Ultimately, the roof needs repaired and
they need shelves,” said Myers.

Fecek and Thagard were also involved
with the project.

Junk yards: Myers is producing an
inventory of junk yards along the National
Road in Pennsylvania with a goal of clean-
ing them up.

“T"ve talked to three owners and they’ve
been cooperative,” said Myers.

Myers said two junk yards in Brier Hill
near the Peter Colley Tavern and
Brownsville Drive-in were recently pur-
chased and the new owners are going to
clean them up.

She also said there is a plan to replace a

INEgra Dank oI rayete Lounty, rayete
Bank and Integra Bank of Washington
County — to develop a local low-interest
program for property owners along the
National Road. The program is a partnership
with the National Road Heritage Park to pro-
vide loans at an interest rate under the prime
rate. Owners who wish to rehabilitate his-
toric homes or businesses along the National
Road can make application to the heritage
park. There are no income guidelines. Their
requests will be reviewed by a committee of
community members. The program will
begin in early summer.

“The program serves two purposes: it’s a
catalyst for community development and it
improves the desirability of the National
Road as a tourist destination,” said Baake.

New interpretative center and head-
quarters: Baake is also working on a pro-
ject to convert one of the oldest garages on
the National Road into an interpretative cen-
ter on 20th century uses of the road. Baake
will not yet reveal the location but said it
will be an adaptive use of a now-vacant
structure. It will be restored into a 1920
garage which includes the interpretative cen-
ter and National Road Heritage Park offices
when completed. Artifacts pertaining to
automobile travel and early 20th century
will be accepted at a later date. Funding for
phase 1 will be available this summer. Baake
said the project will not be completed until
at least 1998.

National Pike Festival: Baake is orga-
nizing an art-and-essay contest for elemen-
tary- and middle-school students along the
National Road, using the theme, “‘Life
Along the National Road.” Thagard is work-
ing with officials to coordinate festival
events, including entertainment and the
wagon train.

National Register of Historic Places
nominations: Baake completed nominations
for Centerville and Scenery Hill which will
be placed before the state committee for
review in June. If the nominations pass, the
¢ommunities could expect to be on the
National Register before the end of the year.

Baake is also submitting applications for
two additional properties — the Josiah Frost
House at Searights, which is associated with
the Searights Tavern, and the Doughtery
Tavern in Donegal Township, Westmoreland
County.

Supervising interns: Baake will super-
vise two interns obtained for the National
Road Heritage Park from the Southwestern




neeas 1n reurn [or an educational award,
which may be used to pay for college, job
training, graduate school or to pay back stu-
dent loans. The majority of AmeriCorps
members are working in partnerships with
states, local governments and non-profit
organizations.

Locally, the Fayette County team is
working through the Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania Heritage Preservation Commission’s
internship program and is based in the
National Road Heritage Park headquarters in
Farmington.

The heritage preservation commission
put together the team, searching for mem-
bers who were interested in heritage devel-
opment.

AmeriCorps sites are selected because
they meet any of three criteria: empower-
ment, enterprise or champion zones. Fayette
County is a champion community, meaning
it has met specific income and unemploy-
ment levels.

Here is a breakdown of the various pro-
jects that involve the Fayette County Ameri-
Corps Team:

Youghiogheny River Trail: Kelso is
compiling an inventory of historical sites
that can be seen from 43 miles of the Yough
River Trail North, which runs from McK-
eesport to Connellsville. Kelso estimated
there are 30, including coke ovens, paich
towns, the Overholt Distillery. He will then
develop interpretative materials for the sites.
Funding to produce the materials (possibly
plaques) is not available at this time, but the
program will be ready should funding
become available.

“I’ve been going to various historical

B ke
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aren will be recruited to paint a mural on the
new one. Funding for the Farmington project
will be made through the National Road
Heritage Park.

Planting historic trees: A tree-planting
ceremony will take place from Connellsville
to Dawson May 25 along the Yough River
Trail using seeds from famous trees. The
work is being done in cooperation with the
Regional Trails Corp. and Allegheny Power,
which is supplying the trees.

Myers said local officials can choose up
to 20 trees from a variety of historic sources,
such as a white ash from the Cincinnati
home of Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of
“Uncle Tom's Cabin;"” a paper birch from
the Portsmouth, N.H., boarding home where
father of the U.S. Navy, John Paul Jones,
lived; a honey locust from the tree that pro-
vided shade to President Abraham Lincoln
when he delivered the famed Gettysburg
Address; a chestnut oak from Stratford Hall,
Va., the birthplace of Robert E. Lee; an east-
ern redbud from the Glen Echo, Md., study
of American Red Cross founder Clara Bar-
ton; and sycamore seeds that were part of
the official payload of Apollo 14 in 1971.

Improving houses: Baake is working
with USDA Rural Development to inform
rural home owners about a grant-and-loan
program for improvements to their property.
One percent loans of up to $15,000 are
available for low-income applicants while
property owners 62 and older may be eligi-
ble for grants up to $7,500. Baake has assist-
ed at information meetings in Vanderbilt and
Dawson.

“We’ve had small turnouts but positive
results. I think we’ve had five applicants.

tive plan for the S-Bridge, located in Wash-
ington County along the National Road. The
bridge, one of four surviving bridges in
Pennsylvania and Ohio, is being restored
through a federal program administered by
PennDOT. Interns Renu Pavate, a graduate
student majoring in architecture from Wash-
ington State University, and Molly Miller, a
historian from Hiriam College in Ohio,
arrive May 20.

Baake, Kelso and Ann Safely, of the
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Com-
mission as well as a National Road Heritage
Park board member, are supervising four
interns obtained from the heritage commis-
sion for the Fayette County Redevelopment
Authority who will be conducting a survey
of potential historic districts. They begin
work in June.

Rails to Trails: Thagard is working as a
liaison with the Pennsylvania Corps of Rails
to Trails and the Allegheny Trail Alliance on
a rail-trail maintenance study. It’s a how-to
guide on building and maintaining the trails
that is aimed at assisting future projects.

“The idea is to be used by all trail groups
across the country,” said Thagard who is
concentrating on the Pittsburgh-to-Cumber-
land segment.

Thagard is also helping the Pennsylvania
director of Rails to Trails on his greenway
implementation program, which establishes
a criteria for prioritizing efforts to build a
trail.

When her current projects are completed,
Thagard will continue to assist these groups.

Cleaning up: Fecek recently organized a
cleanup with students and teachers from the
Frazier School District and other volunteers

.......
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(Herald-Standard Photos by Rosie Jordan)

In top photo: Adam Baake and Craig Kelso help clean up the outside of the
East End Community Center, while Sarah Endriss (left) and Alex Rogers,
both from the Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps, help freshen the inside

(photo above).

to pick up trash along six miles of the future
Yough River Trail North near Perryopolis.
The group worked in cooperation with the
Regional Trails Corp., Pennsylvania Clean
Ways and Perryopolis Area Heritage Society
to clean an area from Wickhaven to Round
Bottom, and cleared 68 acres of George
Washington Grist Mill Park in Perryopolis.
The group hauled six dump-truck loads of
trash from the area.

Fecek explained the students were able to
obtain community service credits from Fra-
zier for the project. Students who complete a
certain number of hours receive a certificate
and an invitation to a banquet. Fecek pre-
pared for the effort by speaking at the high
school along with a state geologist.

“It was a big success,” said Fecek.

USDA Summer gleaning project: Fecek
is also organizing a project to rescue food
that might otherwise be wasted from area
restaurants, schools, catering services and
grocery stores to be donated to the Fayette
County Community Action Foodbank in
Uniontown.

Fecek will lead a team of five additional
AmeriCorps volunteers. Only eight states
will receive teams for this program, which is
new for the USDA and predominantly done
in the South.

“This team wants to make sure that the
project lasts once they're gone,” said Fecek.

Major partners are Linden Hall near
Dawson and Nemacolin Woodlands in
Farmington as well as Threshold Housing.
The latter is providing office space for the
gleaning team. '

Education: Fecek attempted to work
with schools on an education project that fell
through due to weather and teacher sched-
ules.

However, she created a brochure on field
trips to historical sites in Fayette County for
students in grades kindergarten through 12.

All members of the team said they have
enjoyed their work in the AmeriCorps pro-
grams so far.

“It’s been very fulfilling,” said Thagard.

“For me, it's a great learning experience.
I'm growing in leadership skills,” said
Kelso.

“You're learning how the world works,"”
said Fecek. '

“It’s an excellent opportunity to work
with community leaders,” said Baake.

Noted Thagard, *“It’s nice to take ompro-
jects that people always wished could be
taken on but never are.” :

Members say it’s likely another Ameri-
Corps team will be assigned to Fayette
County in October.

For more information on any AmeriCorps
projects, members can be reached at the
National Road Heritage Park at 329-1560.

By FRANCES BORSODI Z_A.IAc
Herald-Standard Staff Writer

Since its members began arriving hers
last October, the first Fayette County Ameri-
Corps Team has tackled projects ranging
from heritage preservation to cleaning up
illegal dumpsites to organizing a food pro-
ject for the hungry.

Jem“lt‘s been Vgerr); fulfilling because of the
F anrl e o

ars Anina * caid Adam

societies and dEVEIOPEU @ duivey suius v
the historic sites). I'm trying to develop a
data base for anyone who comes 1nto the

area and is interested in the heritage,” said

elso.
« The survey is expected to be completed
by the end of the summer and copies will be
given to the Regional Trails Corp. and all
historical societies along the trail, including

Connellsville Historical Society, Tri-Town
Hictarical Societv and Perrvooolis Area Her-

We plan to do more meetings,” Baake said. )
Navelanine 2 lncal loan nroeram:
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Christie Tanner were at the Brick Hall to meet: those people are now planning careers in the
Berg, who is the national AmeriCorps leader. - more technical aspecis of environmental sci-

According to Olga Clymire, Lake County . ence, the group does a tremendous amount of
Office of Education environmental- specialist,-2hands-on work arcund the county. “Cur pecple

-

" Clinton representative visits to study watershed programs

greet Berg and to judge some student watershed
projects on display there, said she believes coun-
ty residents are growing more aware of the
county’s invaluable watershed systems. “Groups

Lake County officials spread.

+
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for the Record-Bee ;

news ‘of watershed concerns
By BOB CARROLL : el

LAKE COUNTY — Watershed awareness,
which has generated envircnmental work by
schoolchildren, agencies, and volunteers, also
brought a representative of President Clinton to
the county Thursday. s g

Joel Berg, a Clinton appointee to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, visited Lake Coun-
ty and learned about local watershed organiza-
tions, projects, and activities. County, state, fmd
federal agencies, along with concerned individu-
als, were on hand Thursday to show. Berg that
county residents value their watershed environ-
rent. § : )

Lake County District 1 Supervisor Helen
Whitney, who was at Lower Lake Brick Hall to

working on. watershed concerns are coming
together here for the first time,” Whitney saxc:‘;,
adding that a spirit of cooperation and steward-

ship has been growing for years. o
Len Kashuba, the district conservationist for

Natural Resources Conservation Services,
which is part of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, offered praise for one of Clinton’s programs
— AmeriCorps. A domestic program that uses
young people in many service roles, AmeriCorps
is partially modeled on the Peace Corps. “Tve
been a federal employee for 25 years, and of all
the conservation programs I've seen, Ameri-
Corps works the best,” Kashuba ‘::ald. “Its a
hands-on, people-oriented program aimed at
meeting the needs of rural communities.”
AmeriCorps representatives Chris Auld and

aptever gy

o
F1 .

the 23-year-old Auld, who directs the environ- Zcomplete 200 hours of .classrocm instruction,
mental part of the local AmeriCorps program, :

has played a major role in consolidating the
watershed groups in the county. “AmeriCorps is

a wonderful opportunity for young people to do. 1

something positive for their community.”
Clymire said. ;

Earl Brown is another major player in water-
shed stewardship. Brown, who works for the

Lake County Career Center, smiled when asked

his formal job title. “I'm the Ecosystem Manage-
ment Project Coordinator,” he said. “So I work
with and {rain 18 employees on environmental
projecis.”

Using Department of Labor grant funds, the
career center has employed the 18 county resi-
dents for a variety of tasks. Although some of

d 1,040 hours of on-the-job training,” Brown
aid. Besides classroom-and technical studies,
group does stream cleanout, flood cleanup,
erosion control, roadwerk, tree planting, and
campground preparation at local parks, among
other projects.

During his tour, Berg.lcoked at dozens of
watershed educational projects — drawings,
posters, and essays — completed by local stu-

- dentd for the 1996 Education School Contest.

Organized for the past eight vears by Frank
Meisénbach, the director of East Lake Resource
Conservation District, the contest gives young
people from kindergarten through high school
the opportunity to win savings bonds and other
awards.
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Attending the Ameri-
Corps ceremonies in River-
front Park on Tuesday were:
Standing left to right, Jeff

(RC&D), John Schaffer
(CoC), Kevin Donoho
(NRCS). Seated, Joyce

Clark (COC), David King

Matthews, chairperson of
Illinois State FSA Commit-
tee and Lori Theisen, admin-
istrative coordinator.

Mason County Soil and
Water Conservation District
accepted its certificate of
appreciation at the Ameri-
Corps ceremony on Tues-

day. Administrative coordi-

nator Lori Theisen,
Resource Conservationist
Duane Himmel, SWCD

b bl AR i

The U.S.D.A./F.8.A. Illi-
nois Valley AmeriCorp team
hosted closing ceremonies
on August 20 at the River
Park Bed and Breakfast in
Havana. Members Mary
Catherine Peters (left) and
Jennifer Clark (right) pre-
sented Wes Hilst, owner of

the River Park facility with
a plaque. Hilst and his wife,
Dixie, have been most sup-

S
A :
Chairman Randy Fornoff
and District Conservationist
Kevin Donoho accepted the
certificate.

portive of the AmeriCorps
team in numerous capaci-
ties.



Rod Atterberry, Illinois
FSA AmeriCorps Coordina-
tor, was assisted at the clos-

ing ceremonies on Tuesday
by his daughter, Chantel.
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% City victim

BRAD DAVIS
Staff Reporter
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With the memories of last April's
Oklahoma City bombing still fresh
and vivid, Ann Turner said Tuesday
she wanted to plant the first tree at
Blowers Park.

"It meant a lot 1o me,” she said
while pointing her muddied gloves
toward a small fir seedling.

When Turner, a Tennessee-nadve,
heard about the explosion of the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building
one year ago, she wondered about
her sister-in-law who works for the
government in Qklahoma City.

‘I'm really proud to be

a part of this project.’
—Ann Turner,
AmeriCorps member

"I wasn't sure what building she
worked 1n,” Tumer recalls. "And
then I remembered that she brought
her kids to a day-care center. That's
when I really started worrying.”

As it tuned out, Turner's relative
worked at a different location, but
the memories of that event are still
with her. Last Friday, mourners
County Newe/Cathy Bermarcy from across America marked the
event with moments of silence and

) spring
some tima out from visiting with Waseca relatives to try out the slides and
equlpment at Clegr Lska Park on Tuesday afterncen. See TREES, Page 3A

or rescue work | lestimony wraps
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1olling bells.

In Waseca County, the memorial
continued this week, as members of
the AmeriCorps sct out Tuesday
morning Lo plant 168 wrecs—one
for each person killed in the explo-
sion—at Blowers Park.

Turner, who works out of the
Fairmont office, was onc of cight
AmeriCorps members planting
spruce, [lir, balsam and hawthom
sccdlings along a hillside in the
park.

“I's a wonderfu! remembrance,”
said Waseca member Jamie Berndt

The trees were donated by the
Wascca Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District. The group also plans
10 erect a sign commemorating the
iree grove.

“I'm really proud o be a part of
this projecl,” said Tumer.

Right: Ann Turper plants one
of the 168 memorlal seed-
fings Tuesday at Blowers
Park.

Jl .
County Newa/Brad Davis

Waseca likely will not pursue housing grant

BRAD DAYVIS
Staff Reporter

Two Minnesota foundations have

" teamed up this month 10 establish a

$25 million fund tc help finance

development of affordable housing
in rural parts of the state.

The McKnight Foundation com-
mitted $20 million while the
Blandin Foundation kicked in $5

on (o creale the Grealer Min-
a Housing Fund. This fund

nomic growth, where 2 shortage of
housing is hindering business cx-
pansion.

* Alfordable housing is critical o
attracting jobs and people to keep
ovr cconomy growing,” said Gov.
Ame Carlson in a recenl news re-
lcase. "Many companies want to
cxpand in Minnesota but will not
do so unless potential employees
can find suitable homes.*

In Waseca, community develop-
ment director Pam Lazaris said

Lol S P W P

housing locally, but she didn't
think the city will seck tlus grant
money 10 buld new homes,

“I'm sure there’s not the amount
of affordable housing that con-
sumers care to sce,” said Lazaris.
But she said the value of existing
homes in Wascca is a hittle lower
than state average, making the local
housing market aflordable compared
to other rural commumnitics

The issuc of alfordable housing
i tatc Minncsota was high-
! tact wear's siate Economic

Vitality and Affordable Housing re-
port, which found that growth in
rural parts of the state over the last
five ycars has led (o a shortage of
housing for entry-level and lower-
paid workers.

The report stated that an esti-
mated 5,600 new affordable housing
units are needed around the staie,
with another 6,700 single-family
units in need of rehabilitation.

Clw..

jail esca,

The Wascca County
officc has filed a for
against 1 Waseca man
tuming to jail last week

Ricky Lec Engstroi
allowed work release w
a 90-day sentence, He o
a job, though, but was
leave jail the moming
April 15, to drop off
ployment applications.
dered to return by noo
once he was done.

Engstrom did not reu
not found by local law
officials until Jast Thun

Engstrom had been s
third-degree criminal
conduct and placed on |
September. He was g
day sentence March 27
ter he admitted to ne
conditions of his proba
Minnesota Departmen
tions. Those included 1
a sex offender as requ
CONSUMINg Or Possess
hol, and completing ¢
pendency treatment &
recommendations with
the September sentenci

School be
rollerblac
On prope

Rollerblading on
School District grour
ted.

school Boa
ng addendu
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AmernCorps 1 /‘3/‘?@
deserves support

In my judgment. AmeriCorps I8 an

efficient and productive program that

deserved the serious support of all
pelitical parties. .

AmeriCorps combines
characteristics of two previous federal
programs that are almost universally
acclaimed.

First, the CCC program of the 1830s
employed young peopis In
environmentally productive programs.
This economist is still thriled each time
he sees the beautlful
constructed by the CCC at |tasca State
Park, and &t such & low opporiunity cost.

Second, the GI bill following
War |l proved to be a highly productlvo
investment in human capltal.

Last week, it was my privilege to work
closely with a multi-raclal
hard-working AmeriCorps volunteers.
They vlgorousl bounded Into the mud
the Le Sueur River,

was obvious that they had learned to
love and respect one another and that
they felt & pride in thelr accomplishments
of envircnmental Improvement.

They spoke to me about their drea‘ma

tha desirﬁble'

facllities’

World

team .of

of gaining an education with the help of
their AmeriCorps educational suppor.
One young black man who was born and
raised in New York City spoke with
excitement about gaining an education
so that he could become a positive role
model. He indicaled that in his childhood,
he had seen far too many negative role
models, ‘individuals who had achieved
financlal success via socially destructive
endeavors,

During nearly four decades of sarving
as a professor of economics, thousands
of ycun? pecple have enrolled in one or
more my classes. The AmeriCorps
volunteers who worked with me last
week clearly weuld rank very highly
terms of enthusiasm and ccmmitmant to

_'ach!eve acedemic success.

B urge suppcrt for the continuance of
this outstanding program.

Peul Thompseon

211 Beech St.

Mankato

Pg. 06/06
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Students offer hopefor Bear Creek

By ALBERTO ENRIQUEZ
ol the _Mall Tribune

A léngthening list of hands-on re-
searcl and cleanup projects by slu-
dents along Bear Creek could prove
a walérshed in the checkered his-
tory:of one of the state’s most pol-
luted streams.

.....

T huse working with the students
say 1oday's papier-mache creek
modeler could well be the informed
citizen policy-maker of lomorrow.

Al last count, the Bear Creek
Watershed Council says students
ranging_from third grade through
high school in four different school
districts are involved in no less than
16 individual projects, coordinated
through the council's 2-year-old
Committee for Public Information
and Education. Students are raising

and releasing salinon fingerlings,

planting trees, cleaning up old tires
and shopping carts, and learning
aboutl the complicated balancing
acl of resource managemendt.

Committee chairman Richard
Barbara, a fifth-grade leacher at
Hoaver hlementary. which this
year “adopted" Lazy Creck (a Bear
Creck tributary near the school)
says the commitlee's chief aim is o
make a dilference for both children
and the-creek.

“Our goal is nol only to get kids
involved in real science hul Lo make
an improvement,” Barbara said,
“because Bear Creek is in sore
need.”

Barbara's (ifth-grade students
are focusing on measuring and

A Craler Hl

9. Phoanix Hi
0. Phoenlx

. Mount
j Anhlnnd&

BEAR CREEK WATERSHED COUNClL SITES

h Macroinvertebrale Study
2. Expa Park Ponds Enhancement. - .
3, Mas Richardson Elsmentary Salmon Enhancement Es
4, N, Mgdtord High
;5.\, Medford High Bear Cresk :
178, Howard Elementary Bear Craak Adoption and Enhancement

. 7. Hoover Elementary Lazy Cresk Adoplion and Enhancemen( .
; a Gulffin CreeX Elementary Salmon Enhancemant
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Special Education Siream Adoption
11 ‘Talent Midcla School ESRI Gaogmmmal Infermation

12 Talent Middle School Wagne
: 13 ‘Atlas Environmental Sioamra.tet
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“15. Lithia Perk lion Klosk
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Source: Bear Creek Walérshad Co:mé#

charting stream-flow rates and
drawing connections to local agri-
cultural praclices. Because Bear
Creek also functions as a conduit for
irrigation water, ils greatest flows
are lypically in the summer, not the
winter as would normally be ex-
pecled. Making real-world connec-
tions has dramatic educalional im-
pacL.

“They gel a lot more enthusiastic
in seience class when they're doing
science Lhat means something,"
Barbara says.

Bul the committee’'s work
stretches far beyond individual
school teachers and one-lime field
trips.

Commillee member Pam Zaklan,
who teaches at Medford’'s Howard

Mail Tnbune

Elemenlary School, says inlerested
leachers can benefil from the
shared experience of others who
have tackled Bear Creck projects
with Lheir students.

Zaklan's fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-
grade studentls also benelit from the
perspeclives gleaned from other
schools, and even other districts.
Students from Craler High's "Land
Lab" regularly visil Zaklan's class-
room.

In the past year, Zaklan's slu-
dents have raised and released sal-
mon (ingerlings, laken water-
quality samples, made rubbings of
sireamside tree leaves and bark,
"adopted™ a strelch of Bear Creek
north of the McAndrews Road
Bridge — and commitled to twice-

yearly cleanups.

“The kids see the shopping carts
and the old tires and they don't like
it," Zaklan says. “This gives them a
sense of pride and ownership in the
creek.”

Elsewhere in the Bear Creek
walershed, students are tackling
projects reflecling local concerns,
Talenl Middle School has adopted
Wagner Creek, sampling its flow
frown forest, through farm, then city
and finally into Bear Creek. Ash-
land students are involved in pro-
jecls ranging from a proposed wet-
lands lo treal storm-drain waler, to
a Lithia Park educational kiosk on
Ashland Creek,

These programs at Llhe
elemenlary-, middle- and high-
school level are more than just aca-
demic. Bob Pierce, who coordinates
the walershed council's activities
for the Rogue Valley Council of
Governments, says the education
commitlee is the oflicial education
arm of a long-term Bear Creek
cleanup eflfort.

Bear Creek has been raled sec-
ond worst in the state in lerms ofils
average daily load of ammonia,
phosphorous, organic matler and
other fish-killing, oxygen-robbing
substances. (The dubious honor of
being first goes to suburban Port-
land’s Tualatin Creek.)

Public- education efforts — car-
ried oul by the education commit-
lee — are a required part of the
Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality's sltrategy to clean
up the creek.
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Roof to
Garden
to
¥n Diane Mangham, left,
and Lenolia Talton dis-
n- connect a downspout on
o Northeast Ainsworth
he Street as part of a Port-
lo land program to keep
or rainwater out of the
city’s wastewater treat-
n . ment facilities.
mn :
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Emumcoms members disconnect
townspouts for clean rivers

Members of EnviroCorps dis-

, connected downspouts at several

homes in Northeast Portland in
April.

Their efforts were part of a Bu-
reau of Environmental Services
project to reduce combined sewer
overflows to the Columbia Slough
and the Willamette River.

Many downspouts drain di-
rectly to the combined sewer sys-
tem, where the stormwater mixes
with sewage and overflows to the
river or slough. Disconnecting
downspouts allows water to be
sent to gardens or lawns instead.

Environmental Services
launched the program this spring
with the goal of disconnecting
downspouts at over 12,000 homes
over the next several years. -

~In" addition to: EnviroCorps,
neighborhood and community
groups are canvassing Northeast
Portland to sign homeowners up
for disconnection. H
- They've also formed volunteer

EnviroCbrps member Cheng Cha d;‘éconnecrs a downsur in Northeast ;6.0!1-
land to help keep pollution out of the Columbia Slough.

work teams to disconnect some of

the downspOuta and eam money_
: by Environmental Services to -

doing it.:

Homeowners may choose to.
disconnect their own downspouts:
or have the community groups do'
it. Community groups earn $13;
for each downspout: they 'discon-.
nect for homeowners who choose

to have them do the work.
" EnviroCorps has been trained

provide downspout disconnect

- guidance* to comrnumty work

beams

‘Homeowners are re:.mbursed_

$53 per downspout they dlscon-
nect.
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Blazing trails at Hope
AmeriCorps workers, Fred Measmer, Joan
Mansfield, Sherry Midgette, and David Bateman
spread marl on the newly opened trails in the
lands. surrounding Historic Hope. The workers
are part of the Clinton program which provides
college aid in return for work to those middle-
class families who would be ineligible for such

aid, as well as students from low-income families
for whom student aid is inadequate. It also
allows some citizens to leave public assistance in
order to serve their communities. The marl is
reject material trucked in from PCS Phosphate in
Aurora. (See related story on Page 5) (Photo by
Annette Pierce) :



AmeriCorps workers
are blazing ‘old’ trails
around Hope Plantation

By Annette Pierce
Staff Writer ‘ -

WINDSOR — The Clinton Ad-
ministration's creation — Ameri-
Corps — is blazing trails at His-
toric Hope in Windsor. i

In fact, the team leader, Sherry
Midgette, said they call themselves
"The Trail Blazers."

New trails are being opened in a
28-acre tract of woodland surround-
ing Historic Hope, complete with
bridges over the streams.

Administrator Lisa Briley of His-
~ toric Hope Foundation said rejected

materials — marl — are being
brought in from PCS Phosphate
mining operation (formerly Texas
Gulf) whose fossils produced the
Aurora Fossil Museum.

The marl is being shoveled onto
the trails for tourists visiting the
Center,

A team of four AmeriCorps
workers are opening the new trails
under the supervision of Tim Gar-
rett who designed the Wetlands
Walk in Windsor and used a similar
design for Hope's bridge on a
smaller scale.

Garrett is projects coordinator of
Mid-East Resource Conservation
and Deveopment Council (RCD)
under whom the AmeriCorps work-
ers are operating,

The AmeriCorps coordinator is
Rodney Johnson out of the Edenton
office.

Briley said John Stallings who is
on Historic Hope's Board of Direc-
tors and ig'chairman of the Board of
Mid-East has worked on the project
along with Jim Kea.

Kea is the Area Specialized Agent
of Forest Resources of N.C. Coop-
erative Extension Agency who iden-
tified trees and laid off the trails.

* 'Other planners were Tom Potter,
Nature Trail Specialist with N.C,
Division of Parks and Recreation

and local Boy Scout troops.

Briley said volunteers will be
needed to work and maintain the
trails as a-condition of Historic
Hope receiving grants.

The four AmeriCorps workers are
team leader Sherry Midgett from
Pasquotank County, Fred Measmer
from Pasquotank County, David
Bateman from Perquimans County,
and Joan Mansfield from
Perquimans County,

. They are working with Doug
Thomas, caretaker of Hope.

Midgett said the members of the
team perform 1700 hours of work
— which takes about a year — and
receive a stipend which goes toward
college tuition.

Americorps which the Clinton
administration created to assist col-
lege students in "eamning" tuition,
is a part of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture.

Midgett said AmeriCorps is di-
verse by race, gender and educa-
tional level, but they feel a sense of
“family,” wanting to give some-
thing back to the environment.

She said the team will also be
working on projects in Camden,
Pasquotank, and Hyde Counties.

They will be at Historic Hope on
and off for about two more weeks
performing back-breaking labor.

Midgette said AmeriCorps is one
of the programs under fire in Wash-
ington and facing extinction.

AmeriCorps has been likened to
President John Kennedy's Peace
Corps which focused on sending
workers to other countries,

According to Vice-President Al
Gore, "...this program
(AmeriCorps) is: focused on our
country and our communities, en-
abling AmeriCorps members to go
on and get their education, and even
more imfportantly, unleashing vol-
unteer energy and enthusiasm.”



@irst spring river cleanup a success

People came from near and far to help make the first spring cleanup up of
the New River, held May 11, a giva. success. Sponsored by the National
Committee for the New River, the eftort drew volunteers from as far away
as.Raleigh. ’

“Volunteers, 119 in all, cleaned over 30 miles of the river during the event,
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which got under-
way at 9 am. at |
New River
Qutfitters and [Eas
General Store in
Crumpler. “I'm
tickled to death
with the
turnout,” Lisa e
Bare, office
manager and §
events coordina- =
tor for the
Nationalt®
Committee for
the New River,
said.

Averv JROTC Cleanup crew

PHOTO BY LINDA BURCHETTE

and Americorps  Kellye Orange, Trevor Baker, Reid Cloud (in canoe)
workers with the parricipated in the first spring river cleanup held May
Mt. Valley 7 ar New River Quifitters and General Store in

Resource
Conservation and
Development
office in
Asheville worked alongside a number of local
residents, including students from Northwest
Ashe High School. ;

Voluntéers, using canoes and walking the
riverbanks, collected over four tons of trash,
including 75 tires, a stove, kitchen sink and a
multitude of cans, bottles and plastics. Other
volunteers manned the registration tables,
assigning individuals and groups to different
areas. ’

New River State Park employees, using
trucks on loan from Skyline Telephone and
the North Carolina Soil and Water
Conservation Department, picked up the col-
lected trash.

The project began as a request from New
River Qutfitters to prepare the river for the
summer, so those using the river for canoeing,
fishing and other activities, could enjoy it
more, Bare said. The turnout was so good, the
committee will probably sponsor another one
next spring, Bare said.

An annual clean-up up of waterways
throughout North Carolina, called Big Sweep,
is held statewide in the fall. This year the

the event.

event, which is sponsored by First Citizens |

Bank, is scheduled for Sept. 21.

The National Committee for the New River
is usually heavily involved with the project and
will probably be helping to coordinate Big
Sweep again this year, Bare added.

Scorrville. Over four tons of trash were collected during
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Volunteers pull trash from New River

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS :

JEFFERSON - More than 100
volunteers spend part of their week-
end cleaning up a 30-mile stretch of

.the New River.

Roger V. Morrison’s biggest
catch of the day wasn't a carp,
muskellunge or smallmouth bass.

It was an old, rusty oven.. .

“It took quite a.bit of doing,

pulling it out of the mud,” he told
the Winston-Salem Journal.

Morrison, a resident of Ararat,
Va., was among 119 volunteers who
paddled canoes on the river to trol!
for trash.

The event was sponsored by
the National Committee for the
New River, which hopes to perform
a similar spring cleanup annually. -

The committee also held a fa]l

cleanup which netted eight tons of”

trash, said Lisa Bare, the event’s
coordinator. .

The catches by the volunteers
included tires, beer cans and plastic
bottles, all destined for disposal at
the Ashe County landfill. They also

found a washing machine, a stove

and even a kitchen sink in the river,
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snd cable service to remote areas

: citi-
irded
Ace.”
ltant
new

per-
ue to
nt 3
I last

s 10
area,
calls

for system upgrades within five years,
company spokesmen said.

In other action Tuesday night,
commissioners:

B said they want school officials to
consider realigning district bounda-
ries to make better use of existing
classroom space. “If they're not doing
anything, we might want to take ac-
tion to force it,” said E.T. Vanhoy;

B was told the proposed 1996-97
county budget will be available for
public inspection Thursday in the
county manager's office. The budget,
which would give more money to

schools and a 2 percent cost of living
increase to county employees. holds
the property tax rate at 62 cents per
$100 valuation;

W gave engineers the OK to seek
state approval for a new lined landfill.
The 19-acre site, located across Long
Creek from the current landfill, would
be lined with compacted clay and a
plastic tarpaulin to satisfv federal
laws. It's scheduled to open by Janu-
ary 1, 1998;

B was told by Kelly Hastings that
government shouldn't get involved in
speculative land deals. Hastings said

lower taxes and less regulation or
business — not a county-owned in
dustrial park — is the best way to fos
ter economic development;

B approved a committee’s recom:
mendation to use $202,000 in statt
money for five Community Based Al
ternatives programs for troubled 10
to 17-year-olds;

B and appointed 14 people to 2
Cleveland County Justice Partnershiy
advisory board, and re-appointed Pat:
ricia Bell to the county Commissior
for Women -

Americorps volunteers clean river

The Associated Press

the biennial convention
anvention Center.

..,

By Courtney Lutz
Star staff writer

Despite the sizzling heat, six volunteers from
Asheville worked Tuesday to clean up the trash
surrounding the Broad River.

The volunteers are members of the Ameri-
corps team of Asheville. Americorps is President
Clinton's national service program. A non-profit
organization, it is devoted to critical environ-
mental, educational. and public safety issues.
The volunteers, in Boiling Springs until today,
have filled countless trash bags with litter from
the trails and beaches by the river.

The Broad River Cleanup is part of the Ameri-
corps team of Asheville’s one year service project
to restore the trout streams of western North
Carolina.

The team is sponsored by the Resource Con-
servation Development Program.

“Americorps works to improve the water qual-
ity and wildlife habitat of the streams,” said Ben
Robinson, the RC&D District Conservationist of
Cleveland County. “We want to protect natural
resources so we sponsored the clean-up.”

Trish Whitefield, a recent graduate of Mary
Washington College in Fredericksburg, Va., vol
unteers her time to pay back student loans.

“I wantgd a way to pay back my loans in ¢
timely fashion, so I joined Americorps. For 170(
hours of work I get just under $5,000 toward:
my loans. Plus. I get to work outside,” sait
Whitefield. Americorps offers $2,300 for volun
teers who work 900 hours.

Only at
WRAY’s

102 S. Lafayette St.
Mon.-Sat. 9-6

Vacating our “original”

102 South LaFayette Street Building
and relocating to 9-13 North LaFayette Street
(presently Wray Mart Outlet)
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AmeriCorps' Trout Stream Restoration Project

The environmental AmeriCorps team of Asheville is participating in a
one year service project on the restoration of Western Nort Caroqina
streams. AmeriCorps, the President's National Service Program, was
developed to address critical issues, such as the environment, human
services, public safety, and education. The team consists of six members.

The AmeriCorps team of Asheville is working out of the Mountain
Valleys Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council Office
located in the Asheville Office Park. The Mountain Valleys RC&D Council
is a non-profit organization that addresses natural resource problems and
needs on a regional basis. The RC&D Council is composed of a group of
volunteers from the counties of Buncombe, Cleveland, Henderson, Madison,
McDowell, Polk, Rutherford, and Transylvania. The RC&D Program;
itself, is a program of the US Department of Agriculture and is administered
Ig the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), formerly the Soil

onservation Service. The AmeriCorps team will be working with three
RC&D Councils in Western NC.

Some of the stream restoration projects to date that the AmeriCorps
team has worked on include: cleaning trout streams, stabilizin%_l
streambanks, providing fish habitat structures, and educating the public on
environmental conservation. The team has been using recycled Christmas
trees for trout habitat structures by placing in local area lakes, planting live
willow stakes on the riverbanks of various rivers, removing pollutants from
streams, educating area students about aquatic life, and particiXating in
stream stocking with the NC Wildlife Resources Commission. Another of
the exciting projects team members participated in was the "CATCH
Program" at the Trout Festival held in Waynesville last month. Upcoming
projects include: kick seine demonstrations on local streams, stream clean-
ups, and conducting tours at the Pisgah Fish Hatchery in Transylvania

ounty.
If glyone knows of a stream in need, or knows of a possible related
project; please call AmeriCorps at (704) 252-4936.

(written for Land-of-Sky T.U. Newsletter 5/31/96)
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