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AmeriCorps Recruits Being 
Recruited For 3 Nebr. Sites 

The USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Is 
continuing their recruitment for 
the ArnerlCorps national service 
program. 

According to Jan Jorgensen, 
NRCS State Program Director. 
applications arc still being ac­
cepted for the northeast location 
s ites of Ponca. Plainview and 
O 'Neill. She said that the 
application deadline has been 
extended to Friday. Oct. 6. 

"Arner!Corps Is a national 
service program that engages 
Americans of diverse back­
grounds to help communities 
meet some of their needs," ex­
plains Jorgensen. "In return, 
ArneriCorps members receive an 
educational award which may be 
used for college. Job training. or 
to pay back student loans. Most 
ArncriCorps members arc work­
Ing In partnerships With states, 
local governments and non ­
profit organizations." 

USDA has three types of 
ArnertCorps teams In 38 states, 
composed of approximately 1,200 
members: An Anti-Hunger Team: 
a Publlc I.ands and Environment 
Team: and a Rural Development 
Team. 

"Many of the ArncriCorps 
projects will be sponsored by 
community-based organiza­
tions." she said. "In Nebraska, 
Resource Conservation and De­
velopment Councils (RC&D) and 
the Department of Economic De­
velopment (OED) are participat­
ing With NRCS." 

According to Jorgensen, the 
five participants at the northeast 
Nebraska USDA sites wtll work 
lndlvldually with rural devel­
opment Issues In communities 
located Within RC&D areas. 

"They 'll be Involved In 
tourism development. recre ­
ational trail construction. 
starting recycling programs 

where none now exist, and 
working to educate people on 
proper handling and disposal of 
household hazardous wastes. as 
well as. other projects Identified 
by RC&D Councils an~ DED." she 
adds. 

Those with a college degree, 
two years of work experience 
and/or a high school diploma 
may apply. 

"A sincere desire to perform 
national service, as well as, 
learning about, training In and 
working with rural communities 
Is a must." she sald. "Participants 
wtll work full -time for a year to 
earn a stipend of $7,945 to 
$12,000 and an educationa l 
award of $4. 725 for successful 
completion of 1.700 hours of d i­
rect community service." 

For more Information abou t 
the program call Jan Jorgensen , 
Program Director at 402-582-
4866. To request an application 
call Shelli Moore at 402-437-
5309 or the toll-free national 
USDA/ AmertCorps hot line at l -
800-880-4183. 
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~dopt-a-Stream program planned 
·or schools in Fish River lal{es area 

By Dawn Gagnon 
01 the NEWS Staff 

VAN BUREN - The homeown­
·s and camp owners of tomorrow 
ill soon be armed with the knowl­
lge and skills they wlll need to 
1sure a healthy future r or norlh­
-n Maine's streams, rivers, lakes 
,d ponds. 
Raymonde Violette of Van · Bu­
?n, an AmerlCorps volunteer 
orklng with the Fish River Lakes 
1ater Quality Association, ls gear­
,g up to pilot an Adopt-a-Stream 
rogram In selected schools ln the 
ish River watershed. 
The concept or focusing water-. 
uality education on an "adopted" 
ody of water ls not new, Violette 
oted. The model originated In the 
aclfic Northwest in 1991 and has 
mce spread eastward .. 
The program has not only gener­

led a helter understanding or the 
·agility of watersheds, but also 
as prompted some lo lake action, 
1ch as monitoring water quality 
nd holding cleanup days. 
The Adopt-a-Stream program 
lolette will unveil ln February Is 
attemed after one beirlg lmple-
1ented now In southern coastal 
lalne by Holly Sheehan, a fellow 
merlCorps recruit. 
Sheehan's program Involves ma-

rlne or coastal estuaries . Vlolette.'s 
will address northern Maine's in­
land waters. . 

Violette plans to pilot the pro­
gram in about four schools localed 
In the Fish River lakes watershed 
in north-central Aroostook.County. 
The schools will be named shortly . 

The program initially will be of­
fered lo fourth-_graders ahd to 
eighth- or ninth-graders, depend­
ing on which grade level ls being 
taught environmental studies at 
selected schools. • • • 

Violette hope the cutrlculums 
she's developing will eventually to 
be used in schools throughqul the 
county. • 

She has enlisted the aid of Aman­
da • Smith, an AmeriCorps volun­
teer working with salmon 
enhancement groups in the region, 
and Chad Bourgoin, an environ­
mental studJes major ftt the Uni­
versity of Maine at Fort Kent. 
Smith and Bourgoin wlll help Vio­
lette deliver the program. 

The Fish River lakes watershed 
has a drainage area of about 890 
square miles, 69 lakes and pdnds 
and a multitude of tribulatles. . 

The major lakes ln the chain are 
Fish River, Portage, St. Froid, Ea­
gle, Square, Cross, Mud and Long. 

The waterways that classes 

adopt will servf! • as depat'lure 
points for study in foul' broad ar­
eas: geography, ecology, human 
lmpnd, 1md prevention of further 
waterw,1y degradation. 

In the geography component, 
students will explore how their 
chosen body or water fits into a 
larger ecosystem, or watershed. 
They will locate thelr adopted wa­
terway on topographical m,1ps and 
aerial photos and see where It lies 
In relation to their school and per­
haps their homes. 

In the ecology portion, students 
will explore food webs In their wa­
terway . Species of plants and ani­
mals living Ill or near It wlll be 
Identified. Lessons and activities 
will help them ·learn about fish 
habitats. • 

Students also wltl learn how hu­
man nclivlty affects their adopted 
wnterway . They will learn about 
types and sources of pollution and 
the causes and effects of erosion, 
among other things. 

In the final component, studehts 
· will visit thelr adopted waterways 

for research. They wllt attempt lo 
Identify sources of pollution and 
gain firsthand ex~rience in waler­
qmtlity monitoring as they lest pH 
and oxygen levels, transparency 
and temperature. 
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AmeriCorps members underway 
Having recruited only nine per­

sons previously for the possible I 0 
posi tions availab le for the Nebraska 
AmeriCorpsrfeam USDA Program , 
the Plainview pos ition has now been 
filled by Nadene Chavet of Plain­
view. 

AmeriCorps is the president' s 
national servi ce initiative to achieve 
direct res ult s in address ing the 
nation's critica l education, human 
service, pub lic safety and env iron­
mental needs at the commun ity level. 

Of the l O posi tions fi lled by the 
program , five are located in south­
east Nebraska and five in northeast 
Nebraska . 

Chavet was recently added to the 
northeast's sta ff and wi ll be located 
at the Plainview Resource Conserva­
tion and Deve lopment C o uncil 
(RC&D) offi ce . 

Chavet graduated from Wayne 
State College in December with a BS 
degree in Business Ad min istration 
and is beginning to work on a MBA 
program thi s month . 

The o th er four in northeas t 
Nebraska are Mary Rose Backhaus 
of Randolph and Stephen Wi lson 
Cook of Sioux City at the Ponca site, 
Carmen Shaffer o f Randolph at the 
Plainview office and Bonnie Tyrrell 
at the North Central RC&D office in 
Bassett. 

AmeriCorps members are avail ­
able to assist communi ties and their 
volunteers with rural deve lopment 
projects. Community projects con­
sidered can be in areas other than the 
th1c:e main objectives of the group. 
The three objectives are: 

I . Identify and reduce the volume 
of solid waste reaching landfill s by 
20 percent through establi shment of 
five community programs. 

2. Initiate the co llecti on and recy ­
c ling of household hazardous waste 
by the establishment of one collec­
ti on center, and 

Members of the Americorpsffeam USDA arc, front row, left to right: 
Mary Rose Backhaus and Nadene Chavet; back row: Stephen Wilson 
Cook, Bonnie Tyrrell and Carmen Shaffer. 

3. Develop and implement a 
recreational trail. 

Each member of AmeriCorp also 
will have an individual community 
serv ice objective. . 

Shaffer has se t a goal of updating 
or establishing eight community pro­
files. A co mmunity profil e is 
informati on about a town. Each pro­
file will li st a vari e ty of infonnati on, 
iikc hou~i ng, transportation , heal1i1 
fac iliti es, educati on, among other 
items. 

Chavet, who is the newest mem­
ber, has yet to set up her indi vidual 
goal. 

Other goals being looked at are 
recyc ling in fi ve communiti es , haz­
ardous waste co ll ec ti on day in three 
RC&D offi ces, a strategic pl an fo r 

economic devel opment of multiple 
co mmunities a long th e Cowboy 
Trail , establishment of p a rk 
res trooms and Oower gardens in 
Chambers, develop an educati onal 
presentation on the importance of 
recycling and develop an extended 
database of recycling resources and 
providers . 

The Ponca gro up t1as ai ready 
accompli shed one of their goa ls, 
which was a photometric index of 
Ponca. 

With the help of Ponca Hi gh 
School studen ts, Wil son and Back­
haus mapped and photographed areas 
of Ponca to watch the increase or 
decrease of waste materi al in parts of 
town . 



RC&D_ hOnors-·hyqrant,plann~1 
. . . . . . . - , : ~. . . . . 

By JOHN ST. ORES 
~ .. ~....... •• 

A&arecen••E:neatiYeeaimen 
meeti111 ··'of the Imperial 
Calca■ieu RClcD, Doaialc . 
Began. wu honoied with ·a .·: ............ . , · · ~ , . , .. • • 
~ • • •. 

~I.es Achane, prNidmt of. 
he Couna1. pr11ent.ed tbe t.o-· 
[8ft of appreciatt.o,t to B 111an • 
DI' out.stand~ Mnb bi hit . • 
~cfpation in the Dry l'ln 
tlydrant Project (DJ'II). 

Beaan. a 1998 redu•te of 
~cNeeN State Unnenit71• be­
:ame an Americoipa ..... ill ,. 
rulyt 1994. He worked at ·the 
~ortheaat Delta RC&D ,mtil ' ' 
January of 1996 when he came 
o Imperial Calcuiell RC6D. • 

He headed up the DFH pro-
. uid eetablilhed the loa.-
i<l e 175 DFH alloc:aed 
or the 5 parishes npr11•ted 
,y Imperial Calcaiea RCltD. 
Ii■ acbedule induded •eetinc 
rith local fire dietrid■ and fin 

SN RCID en Page S 

a.art•• Achane, left, President of the tmperlal Calcasteu RCM>, pr•ents Amartcc 
voklnte• Dominic Beggan, left. wlh a plaque ol apprecklflon at a recent lmpt 
Calcalleu RCM> Executive Councll meetlng./ t111oto subm/ft9d.) 

_...,.., 

.. . 

RC&D alao welcomed on board Don 
Haydel a■ it■ new Americo1 

---- ------ member. eona,uect from_Page l Haydel ie aJenmn,;netrid~ 
. . - . . a graduate of Jenmn~a H 1 

chiefa,loeating11tedortheDF Schcol and i■ in her third y, 
with them, Jetting eallelDellt at Mc:Neese State Univerl! 
applying for the 4M and coaat JIUdoring in elementary edu 
uepennit.a, and suhmit~r ~ t.ion. She the Imperial Cal u 
.prqjectapplics.tiontoTrailblaz .RC&D staff'on Nov. 14 and,, 
RCl:D. . . Beggan. will be w·oriring -" 

Beganalaoau1sted them: the DFH proje::t., both loc· 
parilhea of Acadiana RC&D and with tlt ts A.cadiana RC& 
their DFH project. Heconclud -We are 5~ to have Do. 
hi• tour of duty on July 8. with 111 and feel ahe will ht 

-We were privi1eced to hs uaetnotonlytotheAmerief 
had theopportunitytowor~ w program, but to the RC&D," • 
auch " 81 President Achane. "Her kn, 
Pni11i< Lo· edge of'the uea and pe~ple, 

Imi J; help her in her new duties. 

JENNINGS DAILY NEWS 
JENNINGS, LOUISIANA 
NOVEMBER 23, 1995 



National leader visits Cheyenne... 
1 

. . 

ArneriCorjJs ,teq~ looks for\ renovatiO"f! projects . 
AmeriCorps/USDA projects 

celebrated the beginning o_f the _ . 
second year of participation in the 1 

coun1ry's national service ! 
program during October with 
swearing ceremonies nationwide. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service 
program, passed with bi-partisan 
support from Congress, that 
engages 20,000 Americans of 
diverse backgrounds in -
performing service that meets 
critical community needs in 
return for an educational award, 
which may be used to pay for 
college, job training, or graduate 
school, or to pay back student 
loans . The • majority of 
AmeriCorps members are 
working in partnerships with 
states, local governments, and 
non-profit organizations. 

U.S . Department of Agriculture 
will sponsor approximately 
1,350 members ·in 45 states 
during 1995-96. Members will 
continue to serve on one of three 
types of teams: Anti-Hunger, 
Public Lands and Environment, 

. and Rural Development. 
On November 29th the 

AmeriCorps Team ··_stati_oned at 
the USDA-Natoral Resources 
Con'serv~ti'on Service • in 
Cheyenne was visi'ted by · Joel 
Berg; · Director of National 
Service (t.JSD:A) Washington,' 
D.C. Berg's goal for hi:s trip to 
Oklahoma .\\!1iS Sl..td ,personally . • 
meet' and N1torJc alon,itsi_de 

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Service 
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old . shelterbelt in Roger Mills County. 

• AmeriCotps members. Du.ring Jencks, all of c'iiey.enne; and 
his visit to the area Berg helped Brant Rogers, Reydon. 
the team renovate a tree row in The AmeriCorps Team will be 
western Roger Mills County. looking for renovation projects 
Renovations involved removing throughout ~e next nine months. 
old, dead and diseased trees ano' If you are an fnterested 

' I ' planting new seedlin'gs in · the landowner, please contact, your -
spring. • , • , • local USDA-NRCS office. The 

The, team members are Octavio Cheyenne Team will be working,, 
Villa, Jr., Elk City; Jeremy , in Roger Mills Beckham, and"J 

-Moler, ~harles Hughes, Robert • Cu~ter Counties. 
__ t _ - ·- ----

CHEYENNE STAR 
CHEYENNE,OKLAHOMA 
DECEMBER 3, 1995 
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E • onme~tal team begins 
Work at plru,it ~eqter 

On November 13. 1995. a 
team of ten USDA-AmertCorps 
members .'began work at the 
Golden Meadow Plant 
Materials Center, Oalliano, 
LoWstana, as part of a Natural 
Rcsour"ccs Conservation 
Service, Louisiana Coastal 
Wetlands . Environmental 
Corps project. 1 . 

ihe USOA-AmertCorps 
team .. "11.1 . 't,e working f~ • 
conjunction with .• .. the 
Lafourche-Terrebonne ·· So~? 
and Water Dlatrtct to establ1• • 
vegetation along the ahore.1:..;,. 
of Bayou Lafourche and ht;i :,; 
barrier island restoratfon as._ 
stabtllzaUon using nad.·1: 
vegetation. While at the Pia·,· 
Materials ·center , •. tia~ ,t, 

members wtll aHlst with 
rest.arch· . In pl ant 
development . • • .. 'cultural 
techniques •" an d .,plant 
propagauon. . 

AmcrtCorps is President 
Clinton's national · aervt~ 
program. passed wtth bi­
partisan 11upport from 
Congress. that engages 
2.0.000 Americans of diverse 
backgrounds ln performing 
service that meets crlt1cal 
co~rriu~tty • needs tn return 
for an educauonal award . 
whtch may be used to pay for 
college, Job . tra1n1ng or 
graduate $Chool. or to pay 
back student · loans. The 

• maJort'ty of AmcrlCorps 
Members tire worklng tn 

partnership w1th· states, local 
governments and· non-nroft t / 
organizations. · 
. The ; U'.S, ~:~P~t.ID;ent • o( 

~culture la , ~r,tng three 
• types of Amer:t•R~a: _teams In 
.38 states, ::'~o,niposed . or 
approxlmat~,tf. ..... ·l,2. 0 Q 
memben: ;.n ·Anti•flunger 
team, a Public ··ea.nd11 and 
Envtronmcntal teaai' and • a 
Rural Develo~• ·;team:· 
Many'"'' of the·. . -:rfc·ori,i• 
prpJects are,..~ epo.u,.11.red _l;ly 
e om mun l tY'. i'.:lt-Ab a e e d 
Jti,anizatlons az:icl'J:. 1 ,p~ojects 
iue. designed ~9 . et. :.thtngs 
d9ne. ~Mle"(,l~_boosting 
community, oppo.ttunlty. anti 

• i'ca ponstbilit)r. 
.. ·-Pl~nt Mat•y••r 
m~ager, Gary '•·.;.,wm 
supervise · th_~.~,R: , ;~and 
Peggy Lockh~;' oJ, .. ,.. fe .• ha.s 
been selected as ~ ,t?der. 
Local area ·re:,iderite.,-,.that 
make up the team members ' 
are Rebekah Richoux and' 
Susan Terrebonne of Galilano, 
Ertc Arabte ,and 41,~nny· 
LeBoeuf of RacelanQ_., Clay 
Hebert of Cut Off. Branden 
Ooldman of Grand ?sre?\Jean' . 
Eymard ~( ~ckp~~• .. ;,Sean 
Bourg of Bourj and Tiffany · 
Arabie of Mathewa. • • • 

For more Snformatton on tne 
USDA-ArncTiCorpe 'projec t , 
contact Gary Fine or Peggy 
Lockhart at " the Plant 
Materials Center at 475-5280. 

••• 



Russell County Welcomes New Conservationists 
By Richard Fulgham 

No one argues that the state 
Jf our environment is crucial 
o the happiness and health of 
'lussell Countians. So it' s no 
urprise that two new ecologists 

.. 

• l ' 

1 1 
"·, \L {t,~ j ,, ~ 

• \, ~''">; ·t;. ' 
,- ~ •, . w-

have been stationed here, nor 
that they play a vital role in 
guaranteeing that our quality 
of life -- dependent on uncon­
taminated water, air and soil -­
will remain at least as whole­
some as it 1s now and hope-

:onservation Intern Jennifer Miller; Environmental Specialist Beth 
~eonard and Americnrps voluntei.:r Marlee Salyer Fields. 

fully be improved . 
Marlene Salyer Fields of the 

Castlewood section is a water 
quality specialist from Ameri­
corps who maintains an office 
in Lebanon under supervision 
of the Black Diamond 
Resource Conservation District. 

Amcncorps is th t: national­
service initiative si!!ned into 
law by President Bill -Clinton in 
I 994 . At thi s time , there are 
about 20,000 individuals of all 
ages and backgrounds per­
forming critical ' services to 
meet human , environmental, 
public safety and educational 
needs . 

Administered by the United 
States Depanment of Agri­
culture. it provides its vol­
unteers with a $4,725 voucher 
per year for educational tu­
ition, vocational training or re­
payment of student loans . 

Fields, who already holds a 
bachelor of sc ience degree in 
environmental science, intends 
to use her voucher to work to-

ward her master's degree . 
Marlene's major duty is to 

educate people about envi­
ronmental concerns and solu­
tions in six counties: Russell, 
Buchanan , Dickenson, Lee , 
Scott and Wise (including the 
City of Norton). 

Besides presenting school 
programs . in class and taking 
children on "hands-on" field 
trips , Fields works with other 
specialists on improving th e 
quality of water in Big Cedar 
Creek . 

When . not working on . her 
Americorps duties, Marlene 
drives a Russell County school 
bus. She has two adult chil­
dren: 22 year old James, and 
Jennifer, who is currently a 
freshman at Nortre Dame 111 

Baltimore, Maryland . 



Joel Serg, Qt center, heQd of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
,,, AmeriCo~p~.,Program, belp.ed.AmeriCorps m~mbers Bree Ende.~le, at 

left, and Millon Nokes build a tetaining wall Tuesday along the 

\,, I 

snlngo Trail. Be.rg saJd he makes an effort to visit oH o:f the • 
.Americorps projects. Tbe Arnerico,rps membe.rs .. se,:ving on the Topeka "" 
team hove token on the Shungonunga Creek a.rea as therr project. 



SAFETY FIRST - Katrina Hine, of Moline, 
talks with Rita and Jim Foster, of Edna, about 

farm safety during the John Deere Expo at 
O'Malley's Thursday afternoon. 

(Photo by Julia Clarke) 

A:ffl-etiCorps worker pushes safety 
By HAROLD CAMPBELL 
Staff Writer 

Whether it's testing water quality or 
organ1zlng classes for volunteer rural 
firefighters or preaching the message 
of farm safety, training others has 
become a way of life for Katrlna Hine. 

A ri.tral Moline resident, Hine serves 
as the new U.S. Department of Agri­
culture's Amer!Corps program direc­
tor for southeast Kansas. A member 
of the USDA/ Amer!Corps Rural 
Development Team, her duties are to 
provide safety training for farm fami­
lies and to educate the public about 
rural Issues. 

"There are a lot of little kids who 
don't . lmow that hamburger doesn't 
come'from a grocery store," she said, 
"and there are a lot of older folks who 
need education, too." 

Ari example of a recent project she 
organized was a water quality clinic In 
Chautauqua County. As part of the 
project, water samples from rural 
we~ were tested for coliform, e coll 
bacteria and nitrates, common ele­
ment's found In water supplies In 
rural areas. 

Results of the tests are expected to 
be released during a meeting on Jan. 
22. 

"At first. l thought no one would be 
Interested In this, and maybe eight 
people would show up," she said. 
"However, I was surprised at the 

amount of Interest people showed. I 
think people are beginning to reallre 
that pesticides, livestock and other 
different things need to be managed." 

She said that Elk and Montgomery 
counties have expressed Interest In 
having waler testing there, while 
Labette County officials also have 
said they mll!hl lilte to have a testing 
program In their county. 

Although It was not In her original 
plans when she assumed her position 
last October, Hine also has begun 
arranging training surveys and class­
es for rural firefighters, especially for 
handling hazardous materials. 

"When you think of what kinds of 
chemicals are on farms, such as 
acetylene, ammonia, gasoline, diesel, 
. there are a lot of potenUal ha7,ardous 
materials," she said. "Rural firefight­
ers have the awareness they are out 
there, but they don't have the training 
to deal with them.· 

As a result, she has arranged for a 
representative from the state firefight­
ers association to conduct a haz­
ardous materials training workshop 
on the first weekend In March at a 
still-to-be-determined location In Elk 
County. Rural firefighters from neigh­
boring counties, as well as farmers or 
anyone else dealing wlU1 chemicals 
also would be inviled lo attend. 

"1hls Is a way for rural firefighters 
to provide services for someone else 
and protect l11cm selves , loo," she 

said. ·rm concerned that these guys 
are putting their lives on the line for 
something they don't have the train­
Ing to handle." 

Saying more accidents happen In 
agriculture than In any oilier occupa­
tion, Hine also has begun speaking lo 
4-H clubs, family and community 
education units and other groups 
about farm safety. 

The focus of her safely talks, she 
said, are farm wives and children. 

'They pick at dad unW he llslens," 
she said. 

Her territory consists of 12 souU1-
east Kansas counties, stretching from 
Chautauqua to Greenwood counties 
to Bourbon to Cherokee counties, 
which she covers while taking care of 
her three children, Courtney, 12, Hol­
lie, 10, and Caleb, 5. Her husband, 
Randall, works at Beech Aircraft In 
Wichita. 

Congress approved fundtng for U1e 
AmeriCorps program, which Presi­
dent Clinton began as a way to 
encourage volunteer service throul!h­
out the country, through the 1996 fis­
cal year, but no funding has been 
approved for 1997. 

Yet, anned with her previous expe­
rience as administrative a'lsislant of 
the Elk County Council on Aging, she 
sald she plans to continue serving 
otliers. 

·1ve always enjoyed working with 
people and helping people,· she said. 



BANNER-DEMOCI 
' 

Protect your .well water 
How aaf• t1 your drinkin1 

wator? II You're like 111ost rural 
homeownera, f&rmen or taneh­
ere, 10u're concerned aboui pro• 
tectin1 7our own drinkin1 . 
water, Dtd 1ou know 'chat your 
fatm•t•ad1 dependin, on your 
mana11mtnt, can ~ a major 
aotirce of p-oundwater contami­
nation? Thia mean, that your 
family, livaetock 11\d neirhbon 
coulcl bt •~ risk. . ; 

How can you find out if there 
i.- a dana•r or ·1t you h.a ve 11 
problem? Glad you uked! Cur­
rently thtre i1 only one !ftaJor 
prosram a.ai)able to u1lat pri• 
\late well ownm in prot11ctin1 
rroundwattr. ' . . 

The Farm•A•Sy1t proJJ'am 
uHa eH)', etep•by-,top work• 
1haeu··that rasak each rarm­
atead acti\lit)t or ~cturo that 
could cause ,round water con• 
Ymination.· 

After qina thrcuah the eaty 
workahNtl, you will q,e thtae 
rankinca and the additional ira­
lDrmational brochwu to devel• 
op an overall action foi- protact­
i ng your clrinkiur water. 
rarm•A•Syat i, • conftdtnttal 
uaeument that you cu me on 
your own, or by talkins with 
local uperts. 

You decide what to do with 
the resulb of your uaoaament 
of your far~tead 'and rural 
residence at little 01' Do cost 
and bNt of all, you are in con• 
trol beeau1e tli, intent of tht1 
prOJJ'am is educ11tiona?. . 

Today Louisiana !t pJayini 
1n important part in the 
Farm• A •Sy1t program by bei111 
a pilot 1t.11dy pro,raan stat for 
the .University or Wi1c0n11in. 
Louiaiana i, the ve-ry ftnt &tate 
to help conduct • coatfbeneftt 
analyaia of Paml''A•$yst. With 
the combined effl .rt, of Am•rl­
Corp, membtn ueicned° t.o tbe 
Natural Re■oun:es Conaerva• 
tion Service, Louisiana can be a 
pioneer in t.hia p~si ve pro-
,ram. • . 

AmeriC0Tpa i1 Pre■ldent 
Clinton's r;aatlonal service pro. 
,rain, pa.s11d with biparttnn 
support from Congreas, that 
enga,e11 20,000 Americans of 
diver11 back1ro11oda in per­
forming ■ervtce that meeta crit­
ical coznmunity beeda iD return 
(oT In •ducational award, 
•hich znay be u,ed to pay for 
colleae, Job tra,ning. or 1Tadu· 
ate Nhool. or to pay back atu­
dent loan■, 

The m.torlty of /un•riCorp• 

Members are worki~1 tn part• 
11er1hlps with state, local gov­
enunents, and non•pruftt orga. 
msationa. ' • 

The U. ':I . Depa~tmen·t of 
Agriculturo it running three 
t1pea of AmeriOorpe teams In 
aa states. cornpoted a{ approu­
mate Iy 1,i·oo teD.rni, and a 
RuraJ Devolopment team . 
Many of the Am•riCorpff pro• 
J•cts are apon'aorad· by COD\mu­
ntty,based orgaftizations and 
ail ptoje"ta deaicned ~o 1et 
things done while booatin1 
0Qmm1mity, opportW'lity and rt• 
•~n11hillty, . : 

Ir you would like to partlci­
pat.e or find QUt more about the I 
Pann•A•Syat pro1rBJn, pleaao 
conta,i ,our local district con-
1ervationi1t. In Eut Carroll ' 
Pariah, please contact Floyd! 
Hooker our Lake Pro\'ideneo' 
Natural R11ource, Canaerva. 
lion Servtco field office, at ate-
669-280, or call Ste\'e Nipper 
in Monroe at 318-38 7-8688. 

The United Statea Depart­
ment of Agriculture (USDA), 
prohibit, discrimination in jts 
program, on the baa I or r•co, 
oolor, natioual origin, ""• reli· 

• (Ccmti,aucd to par, l4J 

Water- tO,ntmwld from ""6• 18) 

gion, ... , dlilbUity, political 
btHet'I, and marital or f1111ilial 
1\atu1. CNot all prohibited 
b■1t1 apply to -11 pracrama,) 
Peraou wi\h dlt1bllt\le1 who 
require alhrutlve atuu tor 
oommunic■tlou of propu, in .. 
formadoll (braille, i • · 
audJot1pe, etc,) lht 
the USDA, Offlct o: 

oatloM at 208-71CMl88l (voice) 
or I02°72~'l80ll (TDD). 

1b ftle a complaint, write the 
Seeretary oC Apiculture, U.S. 
D1part111.-nt ot A1rlo11lture 1 

WalhiD&ton. DO. 201150, or call 
to1.,1n .. 17 •21 ~voice) or aoa. 

,>D). USDA i1 ao 
)'mini opportunity 



Bowling for Virtue 
Kill the welfare state, but save national service~ . u 

BY JOE KLEIN -0 ~ 

W
EEKS LATER. LIBERALS REM.-\IN MYSTIFI ED BY NEWT 

Gingrich's inaugural speech to the House of Representa· 
tives. Why all the compassionate talk about the poor? (No 

Democrat could get away with that.) Has Gingrich changed his 
stripes? Has he moved to the center'.' Become a statesman? In a 
word: no. He's been talking this way for years, outraged by the 
violence. anarchy and -despair in the slums-which he believes 
are largely caused by liberal programs. He wants to eliminate the 
"bureaucratic welfare state." He wants to replace it with . . . 
charity. He really means to do this. He proposes a "Wesleyan 
revival," in which virtuous Americans would feel morally rein­
vigorated, and give time and money to uplift the poor. "If every 
American spent three hours a month helping someone who 
needed it," he said last week, "a lot of these 
problems would disappear." 

But even if you empower citizens-as Gingrich might say­
Putnam's other factors won't go away. This isn't the 19th century. 
And where's Wesley? If the welfare state is to be scrapped and 
privatized. civil society will need steroids. Gingrich wants a tax 
credit for charitable contributions. Fair enough. But more will be 
needed. No doubt. state and local governments can "nonprofu­
tize" many services-that is, pay private charities to do things 
formerly done by bureaucrats. There is no reason social workers 
need to be public employees. But perhaps the most creative­
indeed, virtuous-role government can play would be to provide 
charitable institutions with a steady stream of young, altruistic, 
energetic, exemplary (and cheap) workers. In fact, a government 
program recently has begun to do just that, and with great 

promise: national service. 
"Everyone talks about unfunded man­

dates - things Washington requires the 
states and cities to do," says Eli Siegal. the 
director of Americorps. "We're the exact 
opposite: a funded nonmandate." The 
states decide whether to participate. and 
which local programs to fund. There are 
now about 20,000 young people working (at 
minimum wage, while repaying $4,725 in 
college loans per year of service) in 350 
nonprofit programs nationally. 

Last week, I called around to various 
private groups who've been using the vol­
unteers, and their reports were unifonnly 
enthusiastic. "They've come into the com­
munity and done far more than we asked or 

MY r HILLSTROM JR. expected." says Dawn Taylor of the Storm-

Gingrich, as always, offered a reading 
list: "The Tragedy of American Compas· 
sion," by Marvin Olasky. which chronicles 
an explosion of charitable giving in the late 
19th century. He might easily have added 
Gertrude Himmelfarb's new book. "The 
De-Moralization of Society." which argues 
that Victorian attitudes toward charity­
and poverty-were not only admirable but 
quite successful. Such views are easily 
mocked. Dickens trumps Himmelfarb. But 
one wonders what Dickens would have 
done with Jovcelyn Elders. Donna Shalala 
and your 1~. • insensate welfare office. 
Poverty seems more desperate. intractable 
and amoral now than it did a hundred years 
ago - when. as Himmelfarb shows, rates of 
pauperism. crime and illegitimacy were in 

Beleaguered: No time for society? break Youth Shelter in State College, Pa. 

steady. long-term decline. The old ways-a society­
\vide insistence on mo·ral behavior and exemplary 
acts - may be the best way to lift the poor. But there 
is a problem: the Victorian charitable explosion oc­
curred at a moment when living standards were 
soaring and when there were far fewer distractions. 
We don't seem to have the time, or the inclination. 
for altruism anvmore. 

Indeed, we ·seem to be moving in the opposite 
direction: the number of volunteers for groups like 

Conservatives 
seem to want 

Victorian 
charity, but 

who has 
the time? 

(which runs, among other things-Newt 
should note-a group home for troubled teens). 
''Their job is to tutor the young people. but they're 
not content with that. They've helped with fund­
raising telethons and lots of other programs," ex­
panding the scope of charitable activities in the coun­
ty. "They are so enthusiastic and energetic. And 
there are a lot more ways we'd like to use them. if we 
could." Unfortunately. she can't: Americorps volun­
teers can't supplant existing public employees. a reg-
ulation that Republicans should jettison if they 

choose to continue this program. (There is no reason why nation­
al service shouldn't bite off great chunks of the civil service. ) 

But the Republicans may not continue it. "I am totally. un-
equivocally opposed to national service," Gingrich says. "It is 
coerced voluntarism .. . It's gimmickry." These are spurious. 
knee-jerk arguments. National service is induced-not co­
erced-voluntarism, just as his tax credit for charity would be. 

the Boy Scouts and Red Cross has plummeted in the last 20 years. 
PTA participation is way down. The fraternal orders are waning. 
Even bowling leagues are in decline -people prefer to bowl ' 
alone-Harvard professor Robert Putnam writes in an elegant 
article for the Journal of Democracy. Putnam attributes these 
phenomena to several factors: less time (women go to work now). 
increased mobility (people are less likely to put down social roots) 
and of course-television. Gingrich disagrees. He believes the 
aggrandizement of the bureaucracy has made families and com­
munities less relevant. "People don't go to PTA meetings." he 
says. "because they don't like professional bureaucrats telling 
them how useless they are. When you emasculate citizens. you 
can't expect them to be very enthusiastic about participating." 

1 And, gimmickry? As if term limits and balanced-budget amend­
ments weren't polyester legislative shortcuts. Programs that 
work are miracles, not gimmicks. There will be a fight over this. 
But expect the House Appropriations Committee to follow the 
speaker's lead and kill national service-which seems the politi­
cal equivalent of drowning a puppy. 
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Clinton Says 
Service Plan 
Can't Be Cut 
DefendsHis Venture 
From G. O.P. Critics 

By DOUGLAS JEHL 

After two months in which tne 
White House has embraced substan­
tial parts of the Republican agenda. :. 
today's defense served notice that 

Spc,c:iallo n,., New York T,mes the national service program would ·' 
DENVER, Jan. 16 - President be among the features of Mr. Clin- • 

Clinton today mounted a defense of ton's program for which he re­
his $500 million program that en- mained determined to fight 
courages young people to take part As the President began a two-<lay . 
in national service, an idea that Con- Western trip here by commemorat­
gressional Republicans have in their ing the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Mar­
budget-cutting sights. tin Luther King Jr. before flymg to 

The program, known as Ameri- California to pay tribute to the 
corps, now includes 20,000 young state's latest efforts to contend with • 
people who work full or part time at natural disaster, aides said he had 
minimum wage in one of 300 differ- already planned the encourage com­
ent programs in commumues munity service as a proper way to 
around the country, in return for honor the slain civil rights leader. 
Gpvernment help in repaying their ' But after Presidential aides 
college loans. In an address here learned over the weekend about Mr. ' 
today, the_ President proclaimed that , Gingrich's remarks, the White ~ 
It_s estabhshmen~ had been perhaps . House moved quickly this morning 
his proudest achievement. . in what a senior Administration offi-

But the new Republican leaders in cial described as an effort to "draw . 
Congress have suggested that the the line" around the national service • 
program be eliminated to help fl- program and to portray its critics as 
nance a new tax cut. Speaker Newt wrongheaded. 
Gingrich or Georgia was quoted in . Mr. Clinton's remarks here were 
Newsweek magazine as saying that preceded by an impromptu briefinl ' 1 

he was "totally, unequivocally op- on in a rear compartment of Aif ' 
posed" to the Clinton program, Force One in which senior officials 
which he labeled "coerced volunta- who insisted on anonymity professed 
rism" and "gimmickry." disbelief at Mr. Gingrich's stance. 

In a careful response today, Mr. Later, Michael D. Mccurry, the 
Clinton took patns to insist that the White House spokesman, ventured 
national service program was "not a 
bureaucracy." He said the program 
should be spared from the spending 
cuts that the White House has vowed 
to work with Republicans to brir.;; 
about because the program is al- • 
ready " changing the way that gov­
ernment works." 

" The purpose of all this is not to 

Drawing the line 
with budget cutten 
who have attacked 

wreck the Government, not to give • / 
us a mean-spirited government, but nat1ona Service. 
to give us a lean government that 
will work with us to solve all our 
problems, " the President said. 

into a room here where reporters 
were working to volunteer one last 
word. " It's an effort that deserves 
support and not a meat cleaver " 
Mr. Mccurry said of the nation~! 
service program. 

The President himself did not 
mention Mr. Gingrich by name in his -­
speech to a vast crowd of local resk, 
dents who gathered in Denver's out­
door downtown amphitheater to. • 
commemorate Dr. King's birthday 
and to celebrate the Federal holiday 
in his name. 

Mr. Clinton's aides were similarly 
choosing their words carefully, say­
mg they hoped tha•. Mr. Gingrich 
could be brough•. around. But 
throughout the da~,. the President 
and his aides spok,, from a common 
script in insisting that the program 
deserved protecticn. 

In campaigning for the Presiden­
cy, Mr. Clinton made his support for 
a national service program a central 
theme, and he and his aides were 
able to celebrate less than eight 
months later when Congress, with . 
some Republican support, adopted 
legislation authorizing the program 
in 1993. 

At the time, Mr. Gingrich ex­
pressed mixed feelings about the 
program but voted against it, and his 
comments over the weekend appear 
to make it likely that fellow Republi­
cans may follow his lead as the 
House Appropriations Committee 
begins its search for spending cuts. 

In its first year, the Americorps 
program cost $300 million. It has 
grown to $500 million in the current 
fiscal year and, while the White 
House has not yet submitted ·its 
budget request for the fiscal year 
1996, its plans have called for the 
program to continue to grow. 
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; . Ca1{$Cryice corps sllrvive. politics? 
S
: · OME go~~h~-~ms \i~ hard to de- .• --~therwi~. AmeriCorps• 300 projects around the 

fend. The fledgling AmeriCorps, President country plug into existing programs in pubJic safe-­
Ointon•s nalionaJ service plan, is not one of ty, health care, the _environment and human ser­

them. It's a spl_e™!-~~.'-· ·ay Jo.i:e~?)iie communities, vi9Cs. ln .. Austin~ 1:exas, f~r example, ~articipanis 
encourage social _ ns1bility-ancf exl)and educa-: • dean up graffiti, unmun1ze needy children and 
tiona~ opport~nities~. paµses that oo~rvatives work ·_10 ~~proye re~tions betwec=° police and the 
and liberals alike can~~re. , :-. • . . co1QJ11Umty~ N1tty-gntty stuff that might not other-

So why are congres~onal Republicans ~ng·to.,.-~wisc~done . • 
kill off Ameri0>rps7 HolJse Spcak¢i New.tGmgrich .L, '.f:here's another aspect to this modest program 
~ it "coerced v9~_~tltjsm.~ HpJt?, ~ time.~~·,Hha~.-conseivatives ough~ !o 1ike: It revita. lizcs the 
c}!ecJced, no one~~ :~~ :lp _jblt,i. Tlte serv1ce .. ~al contract ~tween at~ns and govemme_nt. ~n 
corps~ 20,000 meiiiber~ arcnJt even volunteers. contrast to enutJements, which demand nothing m 
They get the minimum wage, health benefits, child return. national service marries benefit to sacrifice, care and an annual grant of $4,725 to pay for individualism to community. Participants gain sup­
coUcge or vocational .training. port for their schooling. But society, too, comes out 

• An ex.pensive bureaucracy? Come on. The pro- ahead when the urban fabric is strengthened and l 
gram costs just $500 million a year, a pinprick in the work force is better educated. I 
tlie S 1.5 trillion federal budget. So really now, what's not to like? Ifs hard to 

Even so. critics cbmplain that the cost per partiv avoid the conclusion that the GOP objections to 
ipant - about $20,000 a year - is too high. That's national service are not about voluntarism or big 
in the eye of the beholder, of course. But the federal government but rather about embarrassing Clinton: 
d<>llars leverage much more in private contribu- Get rid of a probable domestic success story and 
tions - exactJy the sort of public-private alliances deny him something to brag about in 1996. Jf that's 
that Republicans say they want to encourage. the aim here, it's a victory for political spite, not 
. : Gimmickry? So says Gingrich. The facts argue enlightened government 

Post-it" Fax Note 7671 



The cost of 
su pportlng an 
AmeriCo~ 
memberisan 
lnvestment 
wisely made. 
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How '.AmenCorps 1s helpmg Iowans 
What Is AmeriCorps? Accord­

Ing lo Senator Cila.rl~ Grass­
ley, whose con<iemnallon of 

the progrm appeared in The Regi!lter 
on Nov. 4, AmerlCorp6 is an inerflcient 
and ineffective program, doomed by 
bureaucracy aru\ m!sgulded princip~s. 
and which wlll have little, If any, 
effect on lower and mirldle-class 
Americ&J1s. 

This picture does not provide the 
lrn th. 

lhe cor.l or Sllpportinc an Ameri­
Corps member is an nivt>slment wisely 
made. {The senator said it costs 
$30,000, but the actual oost Is less than 
half that amount and inctudesa$4,726 
po&-servic.e award to hclp pay for col­
\ege.) 

Accordlng to the Family VioleACe 
Preventlo11 Fund, every nine seconds 
in this country a woman is beaten by 
her partner. 

With thl5 Am~r!Corps grant, tltc 
Iowa Coalaion Agamst Domc~tic Vio­

' lc"ce has hired and trained 20 Ameri­
Corpe member! to work as victim e.cl­
vocat~s In domestic-violence projects 
acroM the stale. DesvLte Grassk:y's al­
lq\~ions, the people joining thi~ pro­
gram :ire nO{ the chlltlren of million­
aia~ 1rho are looking Lo pad their 

resumes while getting e11!\y help with 
college bills. AmeriCorps rnemliers 
serving in the domestic-vio~ncc prnj­
ed will receive less ttrnn $8,000 for 
their year of service. 

Many have joined this progrnm with 
litlle regard for the mlni1.-u11 benefit..-1 
provided. They h:ave join<!d because 
AmeriCorps represents an opportuni­
ty to give back to lhelr communities 
8.Jld to work for a ca11se in which lhcy 
strongly bdieve. 

Tile Iowa CoaliUon i\gFLi11st Domes­
tic Violence is not the orlly Iowa pro­
gram strengthened by AmeriCorps. 
AmerlCorps members with the Dtpar­
ment of Public Heall h •re comk.ictlng 
an !mmunlut1011 drive ror Iowa fami ­
lies o( modest mean_,_ Others with the 
"I Uave A Dream" program have 
"adopted" De:s Moines schoolchllriren 
:1t rlsk of dropping out to lwlp them 
stay in school. Mure All'leriC~,rps mt'm­
bcrs working with J7 low!\ cnH1•gcs 
will fix u1> homes or older Iowans who 
arc hit hy hard timr-!l and teach kicl!'I 
how lo tatk thing.'1 out rather thnn 
shoot it out. 

The Iowa CoaJitinn ,,iainsl Domrs­
tic Vlolcnce's AmrriCorrs rnrmbcrs 
represent a wonderful divnsil ,· 
a111oog the people of Iowa and the Mlil-

we.st. Thl"y ra11ge in age fror■ 20 to 57, 
and manv are survivor.!! of some form 
of domestic violence. They cor11e from 
different hockgrounds and from vnrt­
c.l'IS type~ of famllles. Severo! are 
single mothers looking to set examples 
for lhdr own children ns well ns \rnrk­
ing to create opportuniUes for U1e111-
!elvcs. Most AraertCorps me11bcrs are 
working toward college degrt>es or 
holding othrr pl'rt-time jobs, ca~·1ng 
the 1,700-hour service 1'€:qulremcnl In 
addltion to the~ other demands. 

In operation sin~ Oct. I, 1904, the 
Iowa Coalltion Agaln!lt Domestic Vio­
lence has set very specific goals for 
Amer1CorJ15 membc!rs. These 20 mP-m­
hers will provide 8,000 contacts with 
vkthns or domestic vlo!ence, nssi!lt 
more than 1,000 bRttered women lo 
ohlain protcclive orders , am1 provide 
a minimum of 2,060 he>lirs of ed11c.1-
tional programs lo their rnmmtrniti('.~. 

Such results do not begin lo tourh 
upon the effect o( this wurk on thr. 
AmcriC'orps mcmbcr3 themsdves. Ik-­
r.ausc of this progrBJ11, 20 people will 
h:ivr • d1anre 1(1 r.rcate lhC'ir own np-­
portunilirs through the skllls lhry 
k>.im, !hr• mnl;a(15 thry makr. ancl 1hr 
1•1hw:1I iomll slip~:ml. Th,• mo!'l(. lmp<Jr-
1 :ml reimll ()f lhi:'I program orcm~ 

., 

w!H>n a battrred woman li1s fmm<l her 
volc-c , spcal<~ aooul hrr 1husc, ancl i~ 
llc!ievf.'ri . 

One of the 1:oalilio11·~ J\ ■1r..-iCorr,~ 

mr.tnbers snid: "So1r1f•onc OllCt' s;iicl, 
when a.sk:Pd i r she ren.1 I y UMintli t shr· 
coutd save I he world, 'NiJ, b11t I hop~ 111 

at leasL bt> ;it,le to llfl Uu! ~r:1 le.'"' This 
repr~nts the uH imatr goal of Am!'r i ­
wrps: to Hp the S<:ali: hy !l{'tlill~ lhin~s 
dm1e that can br srcn mu! fe-ll hy cit h­
ers. 

I strongly encourase every rc;Hkr 11i 

find one such AmeriCoq1s n11:111brr anr! 
lo ask the•i about their cmnmilrnrnl Ir> 
this year of service . I doubt thr.ir 
answers wo11!d fail lo trm('h 1111 d i11 
spire rvery rc111l~r in snirw' way. 

ln the (ew minutes tlrnl it took to 
re11ri th is, Ht rea.~t 20 morr "'·omr.11 h,wc 
lie-Ml br;itrn by Ll 1eir pnrtiw1s somr ­
wherc In lhi, C"•llnl ry. With the hPlp nf 
!lie AmeriCorps rro~r :im. 111ayhe onc> 
wo"1;m hns hL-en hdpPd, ;it'Kl I1~ srnl r 
has been tipped , at lc;1~1 l.)y a sm ;1II 
margin . 

SAtff>RA TIBBHTS MURPHY ;,I ,1 111/Ti ­

C.oriis prrir,rnru r"oonlinatni-. !◄ 111~1 r.on/i­
!io11 Ayrriml /}ourns!k \'i.,/, •111 ·a, l .ur:Hs 
Sln/t( <Win- llnilding, /'>,_•s i\/Pinrs. 
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Beyond AmeriCorps 
A MERICORPS "is what Americans are for," 

a White House aide was quoted as saying 
the other day. How's that again? The 

corps, in case you somehow forgot or never 
knew, is the national service program President 
Clinton advocated in the 1992 campaign and then 
pushed through Congress in truncated form his 
first year in office. It does indeed appear to be a 
tidy and worthy though hardly an essential pro­
gram. It deserves support. But isn't i~ awfully 
grand to designate it "what Americans are for?" 

Mr. Clinton and his aides appear to think they 
can define the president and his differences with 
the Republicans to some considerable extent in 
programmatic terms. Newt Gingrich had said a 
day or two before that he wanted to starve the 
service program, kill it by appropriating no funds. 
The president was said to be prepared to use his 
veto power in its defense. The aides who seem 
ever ready to drain every presidential act of 
significance by explaining at length in tactical and 
political terms what it was meant to signify 
suggested the president was drawing a funda­
mental distinction with this one. Here was a point 
beyond which he would not go in shrinking the 
government; Mr. Gingrich would go further; let 
the public, which no doubt is seized by the issue, 
dettide. 

But AmeriCorps isn't what the present fight 
between the parties is or ought to be about. Not 

close. Sure, programs are important, and posi­
tions on programs add up, but only to the extent 
that they can be fit within broader themes. It's 
the themes, the goals, that this president contin­
ues to have trouble enunciating. What is it, 
fundamentally, that he's for? What does he think 
is right and wrong about the country? What are 
its prospects? What are the problems aheadl 
Where does he mean to lead it-in economil 
policy, social policy, foreign policy? 

Mr. Clinton has spent a fair amount of tiJD9 
trying in recent days to re-legitimize govern­
ment. He took the occasion of Martin Luther 
King's birthday to speak against the notion that 
"everything we do as a government is intrimi­
cally bad. That idea is wrong." The next day in 
California he was calling the government a "part­
ner." "My simple belief is that in this time, we 
know that the government cannot really sohe 
problems for people, but I think we know that the 
government cannot walk away, either." Now 
there's a stirring formulation. Walle away from 
what? What does he want the government to do 
besides provide the earthquake and other natural 
disaster relief that were his California topics? 
What do the J)emocrats generally want the 
government to do, and not do? You hear an awful 
lot of talk, but you listen in vain for that one. 
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Fire Support Team to Aid Communities I+U'Yl 
5• 

Vermont's Fire Technical Sup­
port Team (VFTST) has been 
formed in cooperation with; the 
George D. Aiken Resource Conser­
vation and Development Council 
and Soil Conservation Service, in 
order to provide fire prevention as­
sistance to rural communities. 

The three person team consists of 
Engineering Technician, Matthew 
J. Calcagni, Education and Market­
ing Specialist, Sharon S. Quinlan 
and Thomas A. Page, Team Coor­
dinator. 

Matthew Calcagni will evaluate • 
and design water withdrawal fa­
cilities, assist with adherence to 
engineering standards and specifica­
tions. He will also be ass isting 
with the installation of dry hydrant 
systems. A dry hydrant syslCm is a 
permanently installed suction pipe, 
that extends from the water supply 
to the hydrant (a point above the 
ground). Dry hydrant systems allow 
fire department pumpers to have 
year round access to bodies of water 
strategically placed throughout the 
community. 

Matt is a native of Barre, and has 
recently obtained an Associate De­
gree in Civil Engineering Technol­
ogy from Vermont Technical Col­
lege. 

As Education and Marketing spe­
cialists, Quinlan will develop 
educational information and training 
tools; will provide marketing sup­
port for the team program and for 
individual fire departments. She has 
lived in Vermont for 13 years, bas a 
B.A. from the University of 
Maryland and bas been in design 
and marketing for over 25 years. 

Page is the ·person responsible for 
the coordination, scheduling and 
plan development for the team. He 
bas a B .S. in Environmental 
Resource Management from the 
Pennsylvania State University and 
currently resides in East Braintree. 

· He bas extensive experience 
working on environmental site 
assessments; wetlands delineation, 
identification and mitigation; and 
asbestos consultation. 

Stephen Wilbanks, a Strafford 
Select Board member, will be 
working with VFTST. Wilban~s 
feels Strafford needs a systematic 
approach to installing dry hydrants 
and reliable water supplies. 
Wilbanks said, "A fire in a remote 
location can be a nighunare. Sim­
ply locating the burning structure is 
a considerable challenge and then 
finding a dependable source of water 
to refill tanks can waste precious 
time." In recent years, we have lost 
several structures for just these 
reasons." 

·- Tunbridge Fire Department has 
. - · 
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HERALD / ROBERT EDDY 
Members of Vermont's Fire Technical Support Team are prepared to provide 
fire prevention assista,!c~ to rural communitie~ throughout the stat~:. (from 
left) engineering technician, Matthew Calcagni; team coordmator, lhomlls 
Page; education and marketing specialist, Sharon Quinlan. 

recently completed their rural fire 
protection plan which include dry 
hydrant installations. Dan Patane, 
Fire Chief says, "Tunbridge bas a 
lack of accessible water in an emer­
gency. We need to install dry hy­
drants in key locations in our 
town." A committee from Tun­
bridge will be working with 
VFTST to help them fulfill their 
water supply needs. 

The Vermont Fire Technical 
Support Team has been formed in 
order to reduce loss of life and 
property, improve personal security 
and to reduce the cost or fire insur­
ance in rural areas of Vennont. The 
team responds only at the request of 
the volunteer fire departments 
and/or the communities. 

Objectives for Vf.TST are: 
To provide the skills and techni­

cal information to help 40 rural fire 
departments in Vennont develop 

innovative fire protection plans for 
their communities. 

To have 40 rural fire departments 
in Vermont fully understand water 
supply needs and management 
principles. 

To as si s t 20 Verm o nt 
communities find innovative ways 
to carry out planned improvements . 

'fo have 10 mral fire departments 
in Vennont create and implement a 
comprehensive educational fir e 
prevention plan witl1 their citizens. 

Because of the rural nature of 
Vermont's communities and their 
inaccessibility to adequate water 
supplies, citizens currently have 
inadequate protection from loss of 
life and property. Rural property 
owners pay higher in surance 
premiums and ex perience less per­
sonal securily tl1 an their city 
cousins. 
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Associated l'ress 

President Clinton greets AmeriCorps member at White House 'ceremony launching the service program. 

Youths in National Service Plan Sworn In 
■ AmeriCorps: Young 
recruits in domestic 
version of Peace Corps will 
work in schools, hospitals, 
environment to help pay 
their college tuition. 

By ROBERT L. JACKSON 
TIMES STAFF WRJTER 

W ASHING TON -President 
Clinton inaugurated his na­

tional service program for youth 
Monday, swearing in thousands of 
young recruits across the country 
who will work in schools and 
hospitals and help clean up the 
environment. 

The program, dubbed Amcri­
Corps, was approved by Congress 

■ LOCAL VOLUNTEERS 
The one thread uniting South­
land participants is idealism. Bl 

last year to allow youths to earn 
college tuition or to pay off tuition 
loans by performing community 
service. 

"Service is a spark to rekindle 
the spirit of democracy in an age of 
uncertainly," Clinton laid hun-

dreds of recruits ga thered on the 
White House lawn in a ceremony 
beamed by satellite lo thousands of 
others. 

"Every generation in our hi story 
has learned lo lake responsib ility 
for our future and your generation 
is no exception." 

The ceremony, attended by l~irsl 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Vice 
President Al Gore and leading 
congressional sponsors of the na­
tional service legislation, was de­
layed several hours and later 
moved lo the front of the White 
House from the larger South Lawn 
because of the crash of a small 
aircraft on the grounds of the 
Executive Mansion. 

Fulfilling a key pledge of Clin­
ton's presidential campaign, Amer­
iCorps is a domestic version of the 
Peace Corps, -which was created by 
President John F. Kennedy, the 
chief executive whom Clinton most 
admires. 

Al Clinton's request, Congress 
approved $360 million lo pay 20,000 
Americans lo work in the areas of 
health, education and human 
needs, public safely and the envi­
ronment. Mostly in their late teens 
or early 20s, the recruits will be 
paid minimum wages and will re­
ceive health benefits and a $4,725 

voucher for one year of work lhal 
can be used for college or vocation­
al school tuition or lo pay off a 
college loan. So lhal benefits may 
extend lo as many as possible, 
recruits will be limited lo two 
years' work. 

Citing examples of the work lhal 
will be done, Clinton said lhal 
youths will be "saving babies in 
south Texas, walking police beats 
in Brooklyn, working on boats lo 
reclaim the Chesapeake Bay . .. 
laking seniors safely lo the doctor 
in Sl. Louis and helping children lo 
read in Sacramento." 

For most, their work "will mark 
the beginning of a journey lhal will 
change their lives forever - it will 
also change the life of this nation 
for many seasons lo come," the 
President said. 

Depending on the success of the 
initial program, the While 

House is asking Congress lo appro­
priate $1.5 billion for a three-year 
program reaching 100,000 persons. 
Several months of pilot projects 
already have been completed. 

The President paid tribute to the 
spirit of volunleerism and commu ­
nity service lhal has strengthened 
the nation. "Every one of you 
represents the oldest and best of 
America's traditions," he said. 
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JILL CONNELLY / F'orTheT1mes 

AmeriCorps volunteers are sworn in by President Clinton Monday via satellite link at the Universal Amphitheatre. 

Dream 

I, 

■ Public service: The thread 
uniting nea rl y I JXX) Southland 
voluntc'Crs swo rn in to 
AmeriCorp · is idealism and the 
belief they can change things. 

By JOCELYN Y.STEWART 
TIM [S STAFF IVRITJ:I{ • • 

With an economics degree from UCLA 
·!'·' and a resume laced '' with'•' h~i1ors: ~2·2-

year •old Anna Ouroumian figures she 
could easil y command a higher sa lary, 
complete with impressi ve business cards 
and a lofty titl e. 

Instead. the young Glendale woman is 
content to spend thi s year working with 
a local anti -hunger project. earn ing a 
modest income. 

H er co-workers wi ll be people such as 
Garland Robinson of South Los Ange les. 
who temporaril y put off a mast r 's 
degree to fulfill a lifelong dream of 
"working with the people." 

Along with thousands of others across 

RICK Mt-:YEH / Los Angeles T1111es 

From left, inductees Anna Ouroumian, 
Garland Robinson , Dawn Takeuchi. 

the country . Ouroumian and Robinson 
have signed up for a '"season of service" 
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton·s na­
tional servi ce program. On Monday. the 
l wo gath ered with near ly J.000 other 
participants al the Uni versa l Amphithe­
atre for the mass swearing-in of the 
nation ·s first AmeriCorps class. 

In Los Angeles, the one thread uniting 
an otherwise disparate group of Ameri ­
Corps members-young and old, middle­
class and poor-is an idealism remini s­
cent of a bygone era in American 
history: the bel ief that they can be the 
agents of change. 

Like a domestic Peace Corps, the 
·AmeriCorps members wi ll combat prob ­
lems ranging from hunger and cri me Lo 
i ll iteracy and pollution. 

'Tm interested in community empow­
erment and . .. show ing people Lhal 
things can be done."' said Ouroumian. 
who grew up in Glendale. " I know i t 
sounds cliche- ish, but I believe anything 
is possible." 

AL the ceremony, AmeriCorps mem­
bers listened Lo a· string of speeches­

Please see VOLUNTEERS, B3 
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President Clinton, addressing recruits to service program, tells them he knows they are "a generation of doers."• 

VOLUNTEERS: National Service Program 
Continued from B1 
laced with words of encouragement and 
praise-by Mayor Richard Riordan, Po­
lice Chief Willie L. Williams and Secre­
tary of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment Henry Cisneros, as well as past 
and present members of other service 
organizations. 

"AmeriCorps will ri se or fall wi th 
your success this year," Cisneros sa id. 

Speaking via satellite in a speech that 
was simulcast to AmcriCorps mem­

bers nationwide, Clinton applauded 
members for their commitment lo 
changing America and "getting things 
done." 

"Every generation in our history has 
: learned to take responsibility for our 
1 

future, and your generation is no excep­
tion," Clinton said. "We look at you 
now, and we know you arc no genera­
tion of slackers. Instead, you're a gener­
ation of doers." 

For all its seriousness, the event­
hosted by actor Andrew Shue, a star of 
the "Melrose Place" television series­
felt like a pep rally at times, with 
members breaking out in imprnmptu 
chants ("We want Bi ll!") and songs 
("Lean on Mc" ) while waiting for the 
satellite hookup. 

Performers Patti LaBelle, who 
donned a black AmcriCorps cap, and the 
R&B group Immature brought the 
crowd lo its feet. . 

"I like what you're doing," LaBelle 
said as the crnwd cheered wildly. "Keep 
on striving for the positive things in 
life." 

The centerpiece of the event was the 
pledge that all AmeriCorps members 

1 took. 
Standing in front of a screen, right 

hands held high, they listened to the 
words spoken by Clinton, then repea ted 
them: 

"I will get things done: for America to 
make our people safer, smarter and 
healthier. 1 will bring Americans to­
gether, to strengthen our communities. 
Faced with apathy, I will take action. 
l•'accd with conflict, I will seek common 
grnund. Faced with adversity, I will 
persevere. . . . " In return for their 

pledge, they will receive a liv ing sti­
pend-often minimum wage, though 
some team leaders will make up to 
$1,200 a month-along with basic health 
insurance, a child-care allowance and a 
monetary award for college, vocational 
training or to pay off a previous educa­
tional loan. 

Trial runs of the program this sum ­
mer have received mixed reviews, and 
participants say they know the work 
will be difficult, especially for the pay 
they will receive. But for some, at least, 
the compensation is secondary to the 
life-changing experiences they expect 
to have during their year of servi ce. 

Robinson, for instance, sees his year 
as a way to help and to lay the 
foundation for a career in social work. 

But 'vl{ith a degree in political science 
from USC, and no experience, he could 
not find anyone to hire him. "I asked, 
'How can I get the training if I'm not 
given a chance?'" he sa id. "I just 
wanted the chance to prove myself." 

A self-proclaimed " product of the 
'60s," Robinson grew up on 27th Street 
between Central Avenue and Naomi 
Street and remembers "a brighter time 
in Los Angeles," when people knew and 
cared for each other, he said. 

Robinson, 44, has rc;1son to believe in 
the possibility of change. In May he 
became the only one of his parents' 
seven children to graduate from college. 

"I have a story to tell because I've 
, been there," he said. 

Like Robinson, who was active in 
student government and other organi­
zations, many AmcriCorps members arc 
no strangers to community work. 

Ouroumian, who graduated magna 
cum laude from UCLA in June, spent 
her extra time outside the classroom 
planting trees at the Nickerson Gardens 
housing projec t, promoting environ -
mental awareness, helping with earth­
quake relief ,( 11d working with a ti umber 
of service organi:wtions. 

Last year, she spent her summer 
break working with residents of the 
Pico- Union area, organizing community 
members in Summer of Service, the 
pilot program for AmeriCorps. 

AmeriCorps is open to anyone over 

17, including high school dropouts, col­
lege graduates, students and profession ­
al school graduates. Thus the program 
attracts individuals from varying back­
grounds-some of whom might have ( 
been overlooked by other employers. 

Defore coming to this country four 
years ago, Mayra Perez volunteered 
with the American Red Cross, assisting 
the victims of war in her native El 
Salvador. 

A clcrk at a shoe store, she is study ­
ing for her high-school equivalen­

cy degree and will spend her Ameri­
Corps yea r working with an 
anti -hunger project. 

David Guizar, 21, was once in a gang 
and lost a brother in a gang killing. He 
will spend a year working in his neigh­
borhood in South Los Angeles, trying to 
help the kinds of young people he once 
fought with and against. 

"I finally got rny chance," Guizar said. 
"This is my firsl job. I'm part of staff. It 
feel s pretty good, you know?" 

Guizar will be working in the same 
program as Aqcela Shcrrills, 25. When a 
fire at Jordan Downs housing projects 
sparked racial tension three years ago, 
Sherrills, a resident of Watts, stepped in 
and served as a mediator. 

Shcrrills will spend a year with 
Building Up Los Angeles, where he will 
work Lo establish luloring programs, a 
public safety project, gang prevention 
and conflict mediation in the schools. 

Beginning next week, 40 AmcriCorps 
workers- including Ouroumian, Robin ­
son and Perez-will be added lo the 
Interfaith Hunger Coalition, which ad ­
ministers anti - hunger programs in the 
region. Its annual budget of $320,000 
will increase to more than $1 million. 

One of the uiggcst assets AmcriCorps 
members will bring with them is famil­
iarity with thei r co1nmunil.ies, organiz ­
ers say. 

Along those lines, Robinson said he 
will offer a basic message to the people 
he works with: 

"I understand aml [ am one of you," 
he said. 'Tm just a regular person who 
cares and wants to help." 



t's fortunate for the 
Clinton Administration 
that ideas are cheap. 
Coming into office with 
a strong education track 

record, Clinton and his educa-
tion policy team were full of 
ideas. In the first year, the 
senior education staff proposed 
five major pieces oflegislation 
to Congress, jettisoned ideas 
associated with conservative 
ideologies, and refocused poli-
fY on equity issues. 

/ But in one year only one bill 
. 1 passed-the National and 

/ Community Service Trust 
,. Act- with only one-fourth of 
i' the requested funding. Goals 
; 2000 and the School-to-Work 
\ : \ Opportunities Act are on hold, 

with passage expected early in 
, the second session; and the 

afe Schools Act may be com­
bined with the reauthorization 
of the Elementary and Sec­
ondary Education Act 
(ESEA), which Congress 
won't finish until late spring. 
What happened to all the 
ideas on the way to a new age 
of federal education policy­
making? Education officials 
say Congress faulted their early 
proposals for requesting too 
little additional funding, and 
by the time revisions were 
made, Congress had adopted a 
budget-cutting mentality­
and their ideas cost too much. 

Various education groups 
fault the administration for 
failing to push its economic 
stimulus package hard enough. 
Education programs would 

~ have benefited greatly from 
~ ~ that package, especially Head ! Start and Chapter 1. "They 
::; promised that 1994 would be a 
~ banner year for education," 

Clinton's First Year 

says Nick Penning, legislative 
aide with the American Asso­
ciation of School Administra­
tors. Then he points out the 
proposal to freeze discretionary 
programs at current levels. 

Such realities obviously 
influenced Department of 
Education officials as they put 
together the reauthorization 
framework for ESEA. Antici­
pating very limited funding, 
they propose some increase but 
pin hope for reforms on target­
ing monies at the neediest 
schools. Currently, 76 percent 

ber of school districts or types 
of programs now receiving aid 
from both Chapters 1 and 2. 
Otherwise, these key compo­
nents of the administration's 
strategies won't make it to 
President Clinton's desk. 

However, repeated funding 
disappointments shouldn't 
overshadow the importance of 
the ideas behind the adminis­
tration's first-year strategies. 
With Goals 2000, the Clinton 
Administration would formal­
ly endorse the National Edu-

n.e new administration: fu ll of Ideas, shori on funding. 

of all elementary schools 
receive Chapter 1 funds; as a 
result, poorer districts cannot 
serve all of their eligible chil­
dren, while wealthier districts 
get funds regardless of need. 

Funding difficulties also 
caused a merger between 
Chapter 2 and a program to 
re-educate math and science 
teachers--together, they will 
re-educate teachers in all sub­
jects. Based on reactions to 
these plans, the administration 
or Congress must come up 
with funding to cover new 
policies and protect the num-

cation Goals as a federal inter­
est, providing continuous 
support to the development 
and use of high academic stan­
dards and new assessments for 
all students. Statewide plans 
would encourage all schools, 
not just a select few, to buy 
into the national standards. 

The administration ties all 
the policies together neatly. 
Chapter 1 would need to 
include state plans for new 
standards and assessments, 
too. More schools would be 
allowed to have schoolwide 
Chapter 1 plans instead of 

focusing on individual stu­
dents, and teachers would 
design their own staff develop­
ment programs. And, 
although no longer launching 
a full national transition sys­
tem for the non-college­
bound, tl1e administration's 
School-to-Work Act would 
focus on using the Goals 2000 
skills standards in vocational 
programs. These ideas already 
are being funded as pilot p o­
jects. Like a row of dominoes, 
if an important policy move 
fails to line up, the whole sys­
tem will be out of balance. 

pecific legislation 
aside, the adminis­
tration is emphasiz­
ing collaboration 
and coordination 

an1ong programs. For example, 
it would require all Chapter 1-
eligible children to have full 
medical exams at least twice 
before leaving elementary 
school, combining Education 
with Health and Human Ser­
vices. Officials are also inter­
ested in education technology; 
the Department of Education 
now has an office for techncb­
gy, as well as plans for an elec­
tronic superhighway. 

The administration's first 
year resulted in numerous 
promising ideas. But ideas 
accomplish only so much. On 
the financial side, the adminis·­
tration was reactive. "What if 
he had gone all out for the eco­
nomic stimulus like he did for 

AFTA?" Penning wonders 
about Clinton. We'll never 
know. Depending on who 
wins the funding fights in 
1994, maybe all those "cheap" 
ideas will be~].-in to pay off. 

- Anne Lewis 



Is Youthful 
Idealism Dead 
in the '90s? 

CAMPUS CORR(SPOND(NC( 
BYAMYWU 

/ 
he road to AmeriCorps, President 
Bill Clinto·n•s national-service pro­
gram, begins with an invitation to 
embark on a journey to help fellow 
citizens, to better the community, to 
change the world. I was tempted to 
apply for a less noble reason- I 

wanted the money. 
Remember the days when idealistic 

young people got down and dirty because 
they wa'nted to change the world? These 
days, money means more to college 
students than making a difference. Na­
tional service is self-service. 

My roommate at New York University 
flipped on a calculator and figured that 
AmeriCorps wasn't worth her time ­
$2,100 a year for three years, followed by 
$2,363 in tuition grants. A young man 
with cornrow braids bragged he could 
make $5,000 bagging groceries in one 
year. A young woman said that the 900 
required hours were too many. 

The applications that flowed into 
AmeriCorps at the 11th hour did not mark 
an outpouring of do-goodism. For appli ­
cants, it was the money, an admirable 
entry on their resume, work experience 
or a stepping stone to a career. 

How important was the money? A 
college nearby with an AmeriCorps pro­

Please sec SERVICE, M6 

Amy Wu is a junior at New York Universi­
ty majoring in American History. 
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Service 
Continued from M2 
gram didn't offer students a living sti­
pend; getting kids to apply was like 
pulling teeth. At NYU, the money made 
all the difference. 

It's said that today's young people have 
to be bribed to be genuine. On a recent 
afternoon, I ventured into the NYU 
student lounge and chatted with young 
people about the President's program. 

Many were enthusiastic when I told 
them about the money, but their excite­
ment waned when they heard about the 
three-year, 900-hour requirement. "Isn't 
that like joining the army?" one kid asked. 

Some frowned when they heard about 
helping inner-city high school students. 
"They can't pay me enough to do that," a 
young woman said bitterly. 

When you're 18 or 19 years old, you 
live in a world without consequences. 
Commitment is frightening, especially if 
you're doing it more for the money than 
making a difference. 

I was tempted to apply because it 
sounded exciting, kind of like a trip to the 
moon. I asked myself what was in it for 
me. I was ·haunted by what a classmate 
had said after I had chastised him for 
applying just for the money, "Our whole 
society is based on money; you have to 
live with it." 

In the end, my hopes, along with the 
application, went into the dump, and I was 
left to wonder what nationa l service 
would really accompl ish, and who would 
benefit. It seems the President 's program 
was made for the wrong generation. □ 
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Thomas Sowell, an economist 
and a senior fellow at the Hoover 
Institution, is a nationally syndi­
cated columnist. 

,IC plu . . 
, 1::curn the count. 

., e state policies of the '6l. 
II i.epublicans are to regain the 

confidence of the conservative 
majority and earn the right to gowrn, 
we must offer a vision which builds 
upon the basic beliefs of the majori• 
ty of Americans: distrust of an 
expanding welfare state and confi• 
dence in the strength of personal 
freedom and individual initiative. We 

CHARLES GRASSLEY 

T
axpayers across the country 
were rightfully outraged I 0 
years ago with the Reagan 
Pentagon 's $7,600 coffee 

pot. Today, the Clinton administra· 
tion brings taxpayers the $30,000 
"volunteer." 

That was the price for a single 
participant in a 11192 demonstra­
tion of Pres ident Clinton 's new 
"AmeriCorps" program, billed as a 
domestic ve rs ion of the Peace 
Corps designed to get more young 
people to volunteer for community 
service. 

AmeriCorps is one of the few ini• 
tiatives the Clinton administration 
proudly points to as a success. After 
a ll, who can criticize a program 
that not only encourages America's 
youth to help their neighbors, but 
helps them pay for college at the 
same time' 

Nevertheless, after two years in 
operation AmeriCorps stands in 
danger of joining a long list of 
unsuccessful Great Society pro· 
grams . Costly, ineffici ent and 

bitrodpction to the 
$30,000 'volunteer' 
bureaucratic, AmeriCorps is nei• 
ther the best way to help working 
families with education costs nor a 
true embodiment of America ·s tra• 
dition of voluntarism. 

The way AmeriCorps is set up, it 
takes $30,000 for each "volunteer" 
to complete his or her term of ser• 
vice. Roughly half goes toward 
salary and benefits for the partici• 
pant; the rest is overhead and 
administration. Given directly to 
families, the money spent on one 
AmeriCorps volunteer would be 
enough to cover four years of tuition 
and fees for three full-time students 
at the University of Iowa. At least 
five Pell Grants could be awarded 

to needy students for the cost of just 
one Americorps participant. 

Then there's the way the pro­
gram is being administered. An 
Omaha World-Herald editorial 
recently reported that the state of 
Nebraska received a grant of 
$457,622 to recruit 23 AmeriCorps 
members. That's almost $20,000 
per member -just to sign them up. 
It also has come to light that Ameri• 
Corps paid a corporate public-rela• 
tions firm $1.7 million in 1994 to 
promote the program nationally. 
This is nearly double the budget 
money the Clinton administration 
requested for the Offfce of lnspec• 
tor General that is supposed to keep 

Ar ..... 
first $36,0v,, 
of four from tax .. . 
everything else at a flat ratt. 1. 

percent. Investors and inventors, 
businesses and laborers would pay 
equal rates. Loopholes would be 
gone. You could fill out your tax 

tabs on how AmeriCorps is spend• 
ing its money. 

AmeriCorps is not a program for 
the needy. It docs not exclude by 
income level even millionaires. In 
fact, AmeriCorps provides a perfect 
opportunity to play the political 
patronage game, rewarding politi• 
cal allies by giving. their con­
stituents money for college through 
a "volunteer" program. 

Not surprisingly, politics already 
may have infected AmeriCorps. 
The Los Angeles Times reported 
Sept. 11 that a " ummer of Safety" 

,program in San Francisco "orga• 
nized 40 groups for a rally against 
the crime bill's 'three strikes and 
you're out' provision." As a project . 
of AmeriCorps, Summer of Safety 
gives new meaning to community 
service: using taxpayer dollars to 
fund a political rally. 

Nor can we expect AmeriCorps 
to do much better with traditional 
service work. After Rolling Stone 
magazine observed the "volun• 
teers" in action, it reported Sept. 22 

JI, 

coUectiVl::,. 
system, as proi, 
Clinton and individwwy chOllt:.. . 

that, "In a little more than four 
hours, 10 corps members and a 
supervisor have measured one win• 
dow, installed another and put one 
lock on a door." 

Despite AmeriCorps' exorbitant 
cost and minimal program experi­
ence, the White House sought to 
increase its budget by two-thirds 
for fiscal 1995. In the coming year, 
20,000 AmeriCorps "volunteers" 
will receive salaries and educa• 
tional awards worth $7.27 an hour, 
plus medical benefits and free child 
care. 

There are more effective ways 
to encourage community ser­
vice. One suggested approach 

would allow states to award feder• 
ally funded college scholarships to 
needy students nominated by civic 
groups, hospitals, churches and 
others in recognition of successful• 
ly completed volunteer work. Such 
an approach would honor those who 
have served and eliminate layers of 
costly bureaucracy. Moreover, com-

• IOJOi,, 

.........,. - \.,C,(ltt;.. .,..,., .. . . u..., Analysis. 

munities themselves would have 
more control than federal bureau• 
crats over local service programs. 
Rewarding students who already 
have served might better teach the 
intrinsic value of voluntarism than 
the lesson implicit in AmeriCorps: 
that you don't need to volunteer · 
when you can do the same work for 
a paycheck. 

If the federal government is to 
sponsor a program to encourage 
young people to get involved in their 
communities, taxpayers and work• 
ing families struggling to send kids 
to college without federal assis­
tance deserve a far less costly and 
dramatically more effective 
approach. Otherwise, any money 
spent should go directly toward 
helping young people get a college 
education. 

Sen. Charles Grasslev is an Iowa 
Republican. This article was adapt• 
edfrom a speech he delivered at the 
Heritage Foundation 
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Trout Lake's Northwest Setvice 
Academy lives up to its name 

l)iverse group of 31 
at Mt. Adams Ranger 
District among 700 
AmeriCorps participants 
in Washington. 

By JESSE BURKHARDT 
The EnterprlN 

The · Nor1hwo11 S orvico 
Academy hu lls priorllie.s ln or­
der, In whal Is 1ru!y a case of first 
things firsl, 10 of the dislrict's 31 
mcmbcra arc' building a snowshed 
for the newly-formed group' s 
headquarters, which•is localed in a 
trailer al tho Ml. Adams Ranger 

by President Bill Ointon in Sep­
lelnbcr 1993. 

AmeriCoq,s' mission is "lcam­
ing civic re.spoosibiliry by pro­
viding service lo lhe community 
and I.he onvironmenl," 

Participanls cam a $4,725 cdu­
calional voucher in exchange for 
I, 700 hour~ of community ser­
vice. They nlso receive $150 a 
week u a living allowance. 

According to Jerry Gabay, di­
rccror of tho Mt. Adams center, 
tho NSA is alrea<l,y gelling Slarlcd 
on several key projccls. 

One learn of 10 is building an 
"e~closurc" fence around Glacier 
Springs, the city of Trout Lake 's 

scl up three 20-acre study plots lo 
help sllvi~'lllturiRIS try to rovone 
the cncroachmcnl of conlf= . 

In a project of special intcrc.,1 lo 
the citizens of While Salmon, lhe 
NSA will soon be rebuilding 
Hope's Place, which was the only 
domestic violence sheller in the 
mid-Co lumbia reg ion until it 
bunl(l(I down in May 1994. 

NSA p11r1icipan1s have 11lso 
been lraincd lo bo lirclighlen - a 
good group 10 have 11round in· an 
intense fire season. 

The NSA is hal f funded by lhc 
federal govemmcnl and hRlf fw1d­
cd by money raised by the locnl 
franchises. No stale money is 
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- ON THE FENCE - Two well-known. WMe 
Salmon residents are members of the 
Northwest Service ;\caderny team building 
a fence designed to protect the purity of 

Phot,, !•v /P.Sst lJurkhardt 

Trout Lake's water supply. Troy Webster 
\iottr ano Chad Walk~r VVtll l.l all-star 
players on the 1993 Columbia Bruins 
football team. 

Dis1ric1 in Trnul LHkc. 
"There's a real deadline we're 

working under, and we 'vc gm to 
gel ii done," says Steve Bean, 26, 
one of the team slcwards for lhc 
~roup. "This trailer won 'I sland 
Jour feel of snow on il." 

The Northwest Service 
Academy (NSA) is one of the 
"frnnchiscs:'' of AmcriCory,~. a na-
1ionwidc communily service pro­
gram with approximately 20,000 
members, 

Congress crealcd AmcriCorps 
with passage nf the National and 
Ctimmunity Service Trust Ac1 of 
1993, which was signed i11l0 law 

water supply . The fence is de­
signed 10 protect the water's pur­
i1y by keeping oul domestic and 
w i Id grazers. 

Anolhcr project is designed lo 
pm1cc1 the Sawtooth Huckleberry 
Pields. Al 1hc norlh end of the 
Indian Heaven Wilderness, fires 
have been suppressed for so long 
lhnl conifers have begun cn­
croachin~ on lhe l1r.rrv fields. 
sacred ground 10 lhe Yak ama 
Indians. The berries don '\ lhrive 
in :m enclosed canopy sclting, so 
the Yakama Tribal Council and 
the Pores! Service arc combini.1g 
10 help fund lhc. NSA, which will 

mvolvc<J . 
"We hnve lo raise our share," 

explains Gabay, "and we welcome 
corporate sponsor~ltips ." 

There arc approximatelv 700 
AmeriCorps pamcipams in Wash 
ing1on, and 4(X) in Oregon. Ages 
of crew members range from 18 
lo 50 years. 

"If ii seems like we 're still 
lcarni11g, il's bcc.au:-.c we arc,'' 
says Tobi Wrigh1, one of 1hosc 
assigm:d lo help with the Trout 
Lake fence proje<:1. 

Before comin,I\ 10 Trout Lake, 

See ACADEMY, Page 5 

Academy 
____________ __.._. ___ ,conunu~ from Page 1)-

ru I e g'~f•'~P.11lm£•!t ~ ,~e,•~ I Wgfl• 
11 rtu: audit.on," sa\:' Nielsen. 

-:heh.id tl(.cn ,, tJJy,r.~ "-'th\h.trl ttfl:t;_, 
M..1cncc antt t..:og,m:.ermr at St J,,h, '" 
(ullc·gc m (\Jew Mcxa .. u. Hc1 ;,artnls 
h•t m T1mbc1 Valley 

•· 11 ·, great to do S<imctl\11 . g r, al 
means ~omething mstcad tif wor ,1ng 
m a grocCI) store," say• Wn!!hl. 
"This gives me a hands-on 1n env1-
ronmcn1al engineering." 

Gabay points out Iha\ 1he 
AmcriCorps fum.hng is :,et fnr on!~ 
one ~C ik •'l and he is concci'ntd Ju: 
11 1mgr1 nol win congreuionlll a,­
proval 11,it1 1ime around. 

"The NSA is a marvelou, ex­
periment in trying lo revitalize the 
mid-Columbia region," Gabay ex ­
plains. "The more local support we 
have, and lhc more our poliucal 
rcprcscnlatives arc aware af us. the 
higher lhe odds lhal we get re­
funded." 

"There just isn ' t anything like lh,s 
for rural youth or adults, and I lhink 
il'& great," says Chris Nielsen. 11 team 
sleward. Nielsen has lived in Truu , 
Lake for 17 years. 

Sharon Wright, 50, is the older 
member of lhe Trout Lake loam. She 
is interested in finishing her degree in 
psychology, which she started al 
Ohio Stale Univcrsily. 

"I think she is a good morale 
builder for our learn. She's a mother 

\', n@lil •rrrC<..1aics the farmly a1-
n ,sphere. "I: s nic.c to be accepted &S 

·ourself." •ae says "These arc nice 
p,,op,c v.o,k w,lh I'm impressed 
,.,.; r .b.l,1~ . the way they laic 
ho, , uf!" 

l ,n, he .r.g thal Wright 11 50, 
Sic,< DcPrics1, who ha~ been up on a 
pla1Jo·m "'orking on lhc mowahed, 
ca.I down 1easingly. "I woul 'I 
, , 1r.m.2hl Ida) over 3 II " ' 

DePnelil aays ho plw on lllld)'ll!J 
11 he c1Ulcr a pohce officer or a ~ 
"'ardor. after he cams his cducaliona' 
,ouchcr . 

DcPncsl wm1ts lba1 he 1& enjoyin1 
wmi:, able to w rk outdoors. 

"l1ml! winter," he adds with a grin 
Oaba), who worked for tho Fores 

Service in Moster before laking th 
NSA ros i11o n, believes th· 
AmcnCorp, program holds a lot o 
promise fur the future. 

''.People who come out of a year c 
ntional service will go back to lhe 
, •:nmunilies, and the communil 
wi ll be better for it," he says. 'The, 
are people who will work lo mal 
things belier. Thoae will be II 
leaders on the county conunissi< 
and the city council . ll 's an amazi1 
opportunity that hasn '1 been arou1 

• before." 
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Trout Lake's goat· j tiz ~n 
On Sept. 12, the AmeriCorps community of a fence to help protect Trr ut L s water 

service program celebrated its genesis with supply; rebuilding Hope's ace , Jomestic 
rallies in Seattle and Portland. Created by violence shelter in White Sain on: ar just over 
Congress and signed into law by President Bill the border in Skamania County, setting up 
Clinton in 1993, AmeriCorps is designed to help study plots to find ways to pro act the Sawtooth 

--,tevitatize communities with projects that will Huckleberry Fields. These are extremely worthy 
s~rve the health, education, environmental and causes. 
pubtic safety needs of citizens. Jerry Gabay, director of the Mt Adams 

Participants in the program - there are about Center of the NSA, has the right idea. He talks 
1,100 in Washington and Oregon - are not about the eyes of the people he oversees, how 
paid; rather they receive educational vouchers they light up when they learn sorrieth1ng new or 
to the tune of $4,725 for a year of service see one of their projects take S'"'-=tpe He talks 
{approximately 1,700 hours), which can be about how NSA participants are likely to 
used to pay for schooling at virtually any become community leaders in the next few 
accredited institution. Participants also receive years. And because of all these positive 
a weekly stipend to cover living expenses. outcomes, he talks about how good he feels 

Up the road in Trout 'i-ake, a group of about what the NSA is accomplishing. 
Individuals of all ages are at work trying to do Gabay sees cause tor concern, however, in 
what they can to rebuild the infrastructure of the fact that AmeriCorps has been funded for 
rural communities in this area while earning only one year. Since AmeriCorps and 1ts 
the ir, scholarships . network of local organizations are partially 

Known in the region as the Northwest Service funded through the federal governrient, Gabay , 
Academy (NSA), the team has begun to tackle sees a very real threat that the ledtral govern-
a previously neglected list of environmentally- rnent could withhold funding in thP future. It's 
supportive and community-oriented projects. conceivable that the noble conc"pt co uld die 

There are 31 people, 18 men and 13 women, after Just one year. 
headquartered in Trout Lake. Most of them are That would be a travesty. 
living in old Forest Service crew dorms at the The AmeriCorps project appea s to have the 
Mt. Adams Ranger District. They come from all potential to create a whi rlwird of positive 
ove:r the area, and have a lot of different ideas results , not only in the lives of the people 
abQut what they want to do with their lives. But making the investment in their ft., ures, but also 
most have a common dream: they want to for countless communities. 
further their education and expand their oppor- The hope here is that Am riCorps and the 
tunities while serving the region in which they NSA will receive the recognition it deserves, 
live:_ and in the process win some champions in 

PN>jects currently on tap include construction Congress. JB 
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Americorps group sponsors 
Farm-a-Syst program 

If you're like most farmers, 
you're concerned about protect­
ing your drinking water. And 
you may know that the farm­
stead, your house, building and 
the facilities around it-can be a 
major source of groundwater 
contamination, depending on 
your management. This means 
that your family, livestock and 
those living down the road 
could be at risk. 

Knowing these facts may 
provide the motivation for 
action. But many rural resi­
dents aren't sure where to go 
for help. Now there's a volun­
tary farmstead assessment sys­
tem designed to give you the 
answers you need to protect 
your groundwater. 

The Farm-A-Syst program 

uses easy, step-by-step work­
sheets that rank each farm• 
stead activity or structure that 
could cause groundwater con­
tamination. The assessment 
also rates soil, geologic and 
hydrologic features of the farm­
stead to give an overall picture 
of potential and actual water 
quality problems at the site. 
You'll use these rankings and 
companion informational 
brochures to develop an overall 
action plan for protecting your 
drinking water . Farm-A-Syst 
also provides information on 
technical, educational assis­
tance for carrying out your 
plan. Farm-A-Syst is a confi­
dential assessment that you can 
use on your own, or with the 
h elp of the Americorps Mason 
County Team. You decide what 

to do with the results of your 
assessment an d keep your 
action pran in your private 
records. 

The Farm-A-Syst i::rogram 
provides a compn:-Lensive, prac­
tical approach to protecting our 
groundwater, a resource we 
cannot afford to lose. 

For more information on this 
free program, or to schedule 
your assessment, please call the 
Maso; County FSA at 543-
2582, and ask to speak with an 
Americorp Member . 

Americorps is President Clin­
ton's national service initiative 
to achieve direct rei:.ults in 
addressing the nation's critical 
education, human service, pub­
lic safety and environmental 
needs at the community level. 



National leader visits Cheyenne ... 

A,neriCorps team looks for renovation projects 
AmeriCorps/USDA projects 

celebrated the beginning of the 
second year of participation in the 
coun1ry's national service 1 

program during October with 
swearing ceremonies nationwide. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service 
program, passed with bi-partisan 
support from Congress, that 
engages 20,000 Americans of 
diverse backgrounds in 
performing service that meets 
critical community needs in 
return for an educational award, 
which may be used to pay for 
college, job training, or graduate 
school, or to pay back student 
loans . The majority of 
AmeriCorps members are 
working in partnerships with 
states, local governments, and 
non-profit organi:zations. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
will sponsor approximately 
1,350 members in 45 states 
during 1995-96. Members will 
continue to serve on one of three 
types of teams: Anti-Hunger, 
Public Lands and Environment, 
and Rural Development. 

On November 29th the 
AmeriCorps Team · stationed at 
the USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in 
Cheyenne was visited by Joel 
Berg, Director of National 
Service (USDA) Washington, 
D.C. Berg's goal for his trip to 
Oklahoma was .,to .personally 
meet and wotlc alon~side 

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Se rvice 
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old shelterbelt in Roger Mills County. 

AmeriCorps members. During 
his visit Lo the area Berg helped 
the team renovate a tree row in 
western Roger Mills County. 
Renovations involved removing 
old, dead and diseased trees and 
planting new seedlings in the 
spring. 

The team members are Octavio 
Villa, Jr., Elk City; Jeremy 
Moler, Charles Hughes, Robert 

' 

Jencks, all of Cheyenne; and 
Brant Rogers, Reydon. 

The AmeriCorps Team will be 
looking for renovation projects 
throughout the next nine months. 
If you are an interested 
landowner, please contact your 
local USDA-NRCS office. The 
Cheyenne Team will be working 
in Roger Mills, Becicham, and 
Custer Counties. 

CHEYENNE STAR 
CHEYENNE,OKLAHOMA 
DECEMBER 3, 1995 
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Protect your well water ,, .. . 

How safe i• your dtinkini 
water? tr you're like most rural 
homeowners, farmer& or ranch­
ers, you're concerned about pro• 
tecting your own drinkine . 
water. Did you know that your 
farmstead, dependine on your 
manarement, can be a major 
source of groundwater contami­
nation? This means that your 
family, liveatock and neirhbors 
could be at riak. . ; 

How can you find out if there 
iR a danaer or ·if you have a 
problem? Glad you ask~d! Cur­
rently there ia only one !l'aJor 
program available to uaiJlt pri• 
vttte well owners in protecting 

'1ndwater. . 
, 'he Farm• A •Syst proaram 

use11 euy, atep-by-etep work• 
aheets that rank each farm­
stead activity or structure that' 
could cause iroun·d water ~n­
taminatlon. • 

After qing through the easy 
worksheets, you will use these 
rankinp and the additional in­
formational brochuru to devel• 
op an overall action for protect­
ing your drinkin1 water. 
Farm•A•Syat ia a confidential 
uaeument that you can uae on 
your own, or by talking with 
local experts. • 

You decide what to do with 
the results of your uacument 
of your farmstead and rural 
residence at little or· no coat · 
and beat of all, you are in eon• 
trol because th·e intent of thi.a 
program is educational. . 

Today Louisiana le playint 
an important part in the 
Farm•A•Syet program by being 
a pilot study program stat for 
the _Univeraity of Wisconsin. 
Louisiana is the very first state 
to help conduct a coat/benefit 
enalysia of Fann '•A•Syst. With 
the combined em ru of Ameri­
Corps members usignod. to the 
Natural Resources Conserva­
tion Service, Louisiana can be a 
pioneer in thia progrcui ve pro-
,ram. • 

AmeriCorpe is President 
Clinton's national service pro­
gram, passed with bipartisan 
support from Congress, that 
engageA 20,000 Americans of 
diverse backgrounds in per­
!orminr service that meeu crit­
ical comtnunity needa in return 
for an educational award, 
which may be used· to pay for 
college, job training, or ,radu­
•to school, or to pay back stu­
dent loana. 

'The majority of AmeriCorp1 

Members are working in part• 
~erahips with state, local gov­
ernments, and non-profit orga-
nizations. • • 
·" The U.'3 . Depa~tment of 
• Agriculturo is running three 
types of AmetiCorpa teams in 

• 88 mt.es. cornpoaed. of approxi­
mately 1,2·00 teomH and a 
Rural Devo1opment team . 
Many of the AmeriCorpH pro­
jects are sponsored· by commu­
nity-based organizations and 
all projects desiened tio get 
things dono while boosting 
CQmmurrity, opportunity and re-
11ponsibility. . . 
• Ir you would like to partici­

pat.e or find qut more about the 
Farm•A•Syst program, pleaso 
contact your loeal district con­
eervati oniet. In Eut Carroll 
Parish, please contact Floyd 
Hooker our Lake Providence 
Natural Resources Conserva­
tion Service field office, at 318-
669-2604 or call Steve Nipper 
in Monroe at 318-387-8683. 
• The United State11 Depart­
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibiti, discrimination in its 
programs on the basia of raoo, 
oolor, national origin, ,ex, reli-

(Co,a.tiJJued to pa.fe 14) 

Water- .· (Contmu«I from JKII' 13) 

&ion, age, diaabllit>1, political 
beliefs, and marital or familial 
1tatus. (Not all prohibited 
baaea apply to all procrama.) 
Persons with diaabilitlea who 
require alternative aneana tor 
communication• of program in­
formation (braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) mould contact 
the USDA, Office or Communi-

cations at 202-720-5881 <voice) 
or 202-720-7808 <TDD). 

'lb ftle a complaint, write the 
Secretary a( A,riculture, U.S. 
Departm.-nt of Agriculture, 
Washington, DC, 20250, or call 
202-720-7827 (voice) or 202· 
720-1127 <TDD>. USDA i1 an 
equal employment opportunity 
employer. 



Farm*A*Syst program to aid 
• testing· drinking water .• 
• How safe is your dri~kina wa~r? or&anizat lons. • .- . 
If you're lilt~ m~ rural bomcown- • . Tbe U.S. Department of ,¼ricul­
crs, !anners or ranchers, you•ie· con• turc ls runnin& three types or Ameri­
ccrned about protectJns· your own Cofl)6 teama in 38 states, composed 
drinking water. Did you know that ot approlimatoly 1,200 membcri: 
)IOW famutcad, dependina on your an .Antl-Hunier learn. a Public 
manaaemcnt, can be a major sourct Laru:ts and Environmental ~am, 
of iroundwater cont.\mination? This _and a Rural Oovclopmont Team. 
means that your family, livestock Many of the AmeriCorpi projecti 
ind neighbors could be at risk. are sponsored by communily-based 

How can you flnd out If tq0re lu oraanlzations .. ud ,all projects 
danger or if you bavo i problem? dcsi&ncd to get thinas done, while . 
Glld you aakedl Currently there 11 boostina oommunity, opportunity, 
only one major proaram available io • and responsibility. : • • . 
assist private well owners in protect- If you woo Id lilte ~ participate or 
in& aroundw1t«. Tbo _Pann•A•Syst find _out more about · the 
proaram uses easy, 1t.cp-by-step Parm• A •Syst proaram, please con­
worksheets that rank eich farmstead tact yoor local district conservation-

. acdvily or atructure that could cause ill. In Union Parish. please oonlacl 
aroundwater cont&tninatfon. ., · : • Jerry Show, in our Farmerville Nat-
• After eotna throuah the eny • wal Re50UICC8 Conservat.lon Ser· 
woc'ktbecl$. )'OU will use thcae Mk• vice field office, M ·(318)368-8021 
ina• wt lhe additional tofonnation- or ca.II Steve Nipper in Monroe at 
II brochuroa to develop"' ovmll (318)387-8683. 
actJon for protcctina yo11t ~nk.lna 

J. Parm•A•Syst ts a 00nftdcrl­
SC1sment that you can UM on 

,, OW1l. or by talkioa· wlth local 
cx.pc,tl. You decld6 what lo do wltb 
tho resultl of )'OW · usetSrntllt of 
)'OW' fanmtead and keep your IClloa 
plan li,-your private nica'da, lt'a like 
bavins a detailed env~n~tal 
aaaessme,!t of your ~ and 

~taht~d~_1f ~-~~4 

ilOd best O( all. YOll ·are in COll1l'Ol 
becau~ the intcnt_of thiJ ~jram ii 
cduca1ioul. . . : . . ' . 

Today Lowalana la playina an 
important part la lhe Parm• A•Sy1t 
proaram by boiq i 'pilot study pro-­
aram ,we for lho University of Wi1• 
c:ooain. Louitlaf\l -~ 'tho vor, tint 
state to help condl.lct a coll/benefit 
analysis of Plffll• A• Sy1l. With lhe 
combined ettortl of AmeriCofl)i 
members MSlpod to the Nwral 
lte1uurce1 Conierv&tion ~ io, ' 
Louisiana cu ~ a_ plonocr In lhls 
po,ressJvc proanm. -: ~--. . . 

AmcriCorpt II Praldent Ctln-
1011'1 national KrYlce proaram. 
~ witb blpw1,1111 aupport from 
• \ ptu, that eupJea 20,000 
·~_,,.,Mican• al dlvme background& 
u porformina ftl'Vke that meeta 
critical comnunlty DCCds" in relW'fl 
for an educatK>ll&l award, whlcb 
may be used to pay for colleie, job 
I.raining, or graduate 8Chool. or to 
pay back st~t lonn_g._ The majori-

THEGAZETIE 
FARMERVILLE, LOUISIANA 
DECEMBER 14,.1995 
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RC&D honors hyqra.nt,planner 
Sy JOHN ST. ORES 
~Wrl•• •. • 

At a recent Executive Council 
!leetin·, of the Imperial 
:alcaeieu RC&D, Dominic • . 
lerran. ••• honored with • a •• 
laque. • • ~' ' • '1 

·_• • 

Chari• Achane, prNident of . 
,e Council, preeented the to­
~n of appreciation to Began 
,r outatandiq aemce in hla 
articipation in the Dry Fire 
ydrant Project (DFH). 
Beuan, a 1993 rraduate of 

cNeeee State Univenity, be­
me an Americorpa member in • 
1ly, 1994. He worked at the 
>rtheaat Delta RC&D until 
nuary of 1995 when he came 
Imperial Calcuieu RC&D. 
He headed up the DFH pro­
un and eatabli,hed the loca­
n1 of the 175 DFH allocated 
• the 5 parishea repreaented 
Imperial Calcasieu RC&D. 

• 1chedule included meetinc 
th local fire di■tricta and fire 

• RCID on Page 5 

Charle, Achane, left, President of the Imperial Calcasieu RCID, presents Amerlcorps 
volunteer Dominic Beggan, left, with a plaque of appreciation at a recent Imperial 
Calcast.u RCIO Executive Councll m~tlng. {Photo submitted.) 

RC&D 
Contk'lued from Page 1 

chief a, locatini sites for the D 1 

with them, rettinr easemcr, 
applyinr for the 404 and coaH, 
use permits, and submitting t 

. project application toTrailbln , 
RC&D. 

Beuan also assisted the 11 1 

parishes of Acadiana RC&D 
their DFH project. He con cl ud 
hia tour of duty on July 8. 

"We were privileged to ho 
bad the opportunity to work w 1 

such a fine young man," s1 , 
President Achane. 

Imperial CalcasieuRC&D h 1 

also welcomed on board Don ,, 
Haydel u its new Americoq 
member. 

Haydel is a Jennings reeiden 
a ,raduate of Jennings H iJ ! 
School, and ia in her third y f' 1 

at McNeese State Universir 
majorin1 in elementary educ 
tion. She the Imperial Calcas i1 · 
RC&D staff'onNov. 14and, lik 
Beegan, will be working wit 1 
the DFH project, both locol l 
and with the Acadiana RC&J > 

"We are glad to have Don11 
with us and feel she will be o, 
aaset not only to the Americor11 
program, but to theRC&D," soi , 
President Achane. •Her knowl 
edge of the area and people wil 
help her in her new duties." 



V • THE LAFOURCHE GAZETTE 
LAROSE, LOUISIANA 
NOVEMBER 15, 1995 

Environmental team begins 
work -~t pl~t ~en.ter 

On November 13, 1995, a partnership with states: local 
team of ten USDA-Amer1Corps governments an~. non-profit 
members _began work at the organizations. ~r -::,: . ;, ,,.- ~ 
Golden Meadow Plant The U.S , D,ep~t~ent of 
Materials· Center, Galliano, Agriculture ls · nmntng three' 
Louisiana, as part of a Natural ·- types of Amen-Corps: teams ln 
Resour'ces Conservation 38 states , :,c ·omposed _of 
Service , Louisiana Coastal approxlmat1r.ly-~-rr-· ·1.2.oo 
Wetlands Environmental .. members : an ~An~-Hunger 
Corps project. _ : _ : : ., team, a Publlc "£ii'.)ds and 

The USDA-AmeriCorps " Envtronmental team and a 
team -~will ·~e working 1t;i ·L· '. Rur3:l __ Develoemedt.,. _ _- te_,~~ 
conjunction . with _ .;the • Many of the ~ eriCorps 
Lafourche-Terrebonne • Soll projects are. __ , sp~!}pored __ by 
and Water District to establish c o m m u n 1 t y ·'--:~ ;'ii b a s e d 
vegetation along the shoreline organiza tlons ana ._ all projects 
of Bayou Lafourche and help ln are. designed t~ . )ct things 
banier island rcstoratlo·n ·and . : _.. d9ne. ~hllc .. , _ _, boostlng 
stablllzatlon using native . ,, community, oppo'trtntty. and 
vegetation. ~e at the Plant responsibility. ·- J~'J"J,~• 
Materials Center , ·, team \ ·_-_ ·-Pla:n~ Mate~,J~_;.._ ,::e~nter 
members _will assist with . •. mai:i,ager, Gary ; -~~ -- wlll 
res car ch . 1 ~ _. p l_a n t • ;, super:':_'ise "tl!_~.;;_1>,r~ ~ 'and 
development ; .... ' cultural ··· Peggy Lockhart: ot se: has 
techniques ~-and ;: plant been selected · as tcam J eader. 
propagation. . __ • ._. A, • Local area ·rcs'idcn'ts::- that 

AmerlCorps ls ,President • make up the team members ' 
Clinton's national · service .. are · Rebekah Richoux and' 
program. passed with bi- Susan Terrebonne of Galliano,. 
partisan support • from Eric Arabic. ."and , -1 \J?~nny 
Congress . that engages LeBoeuf of Raceland .. Clay 
20.000 Americans of diverse Hebert of Cut Off, ·Branden 
backgrounds ln performing Goldman of Grand Isr'e?' Jean' . 
service _that meets critical Eymard of Lockport, ·Sean 
community_ needs in return ·Bourg or"Bo~rg and Tiffany· 
for an educational . eward. Arable of Mathews. ,· :: • ; 
which may be used to pay for For more information on the' 
college, Job . training or USDA-Amer1Corps ·project, 
graduate 3chool. or to pay contact Gary Fine or Peggy 
back student loans. The Lockhart at the Plant · 
majority of AmeriCorps Materials Center at 475-5280. 
Members are working in • • • 



A collaborating effort was made to continue 
the improvement of the land lab at Elkton 
Elementary School. N orth County 
Economic Development pro~·ided money 
for the bark mulch and Boyce and Sons of 
Cottage Gro ve provided more bark mulch 
than the/ unds could purchase. Bill and Roxy 
Long picked up the mulch and hauled it to 
Elkton. Volunteers from North County 
Economic De~·elopment, AmeriCorps, and 

.. ,,_. -
, , . 

~-.. ,\.·,~·:.·}.? 
;:, .. • ~--

Elkton Elementary School all worked 
together to shovel and spread the bark. 

Pictured left to right were: Lee Russell, 
North County Economic Derelopment; 
Tim Wilgus, 6th grade student, Ron 
Owings, 6th grade teacher, right front, Paul 
Vincent, 8th grade student, right back, 
Ryan Brownson, 6th grade student, J.R. 
Van Slyke, AmeriCorps. 

Elkton hosts group, visits Brush 
Creek, works on land lab project 

The City of Elkton hosted an 
Amer icCorps Team meeting Feb . 
2 at the nearly completed Com­
munity Cen ter / City Hall. Mayor 
Alfred T yson and City Manager 
Linda H iggins welcomed the 
group and gave a tour of the 
facility. They expla ined the 
pro ject will be completed in 
February for an open house in 
March . 

Dave Ha rris, O rego n Depar• 
tment of Fish and Wildlife (OD­
FW) gave a brief but informative 
field tr ip to Brush Creek . The area 
is a showcase of a variety of 
ecosystem management projects. 
Ron Yockim and Doug McVean 
(BLM) both with the Umpqua 
Basi n Fisher ies Restoration 
Initiative (UBFRI ) gave input on 
projects, which was a 
collaborative effort between state 
and fede ral agencies, private lan­
downers and non profit 
organizations and citizen volun• 
teers . 

In the afternoon AmeriCorps 
members joined forces with North 
County Economic Development 
group to assist Elkton teache r Ron 
Owings and students to shovel 
bark mulch into wheel barrels, 
haul to the land lab trail and 
spread with rakes. A variety of 
trees were planted around the 
perimeter of the trail. Donations 
were made by North County 
Economic Development , Boyce 
and Sons of Cottage Grove , 
Coquille Water Shed Association 
and Bill and Roxy Long. 

Sixth graders working on the 
land lab trail were : Jennifer Baird, 
Carrie, Ball , Brenton Breed, Ryan 
Brow nson , Sarah Compron, 
Rebecca Duncan , Jody 
Fol kedahl, Darin Hamm ons, 
Tyree Koester, Samuel May, Jen­
na Osekowsky, Teresa Saddler, 
Hea th She lto n, Jenna 

\;r, it_: 
~ . ' •• ~ i · . ' .. • :1 

:~ r 
in 

AmeriCorps member Pat McVean introduces Mayor Al 
Tyson and City Manager Linda Higgins. They welcomed 
the group and gave a tour of Elkton City Hall/ Community 
Center. The facility will be completed at the end of 
February for the open house planned for March . 
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Amy Wilson, Southwest Oregon Resource located west of the Elkton Elementary 
Conservation and Development AmeriCor- School in the wooded area next to the Um­
ps Supervisor and Brad Pearce, AmeriCor- • pqua River. A variety of trees donated by, 
ps member spread bark mulch on the trail Coquille Watershed Association were plan­
~round the perimeter of the land lab which is tedf or a tree identification project. 
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Attendance at the AmeriCorps meeting in­
cluded: Back row, left to right, Jim Collins, 
Brad Pearce, Dave Jacobs, J.R. Van Slyke, 
Marcus Kauffman, Mayor Al Tyson, 

Ronald Yockim; middle row, Lee Russell~ 
Amy Wilson, Dave Harris, Leigh Baker, 
Linda Higgins, Denise Troxell; front, Ed 
Cooley, Pat Mc Vean. 
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~L\rneriCorps begins 
-2nd year of \\'Ork _ 

in S.E. Nebraska 
Trail development, recycling and producing a 

catalog of resources will be among tasks the area's 
second AmeriCorps crew will be tackling in the next 
year. But to start things off. the team is wondering 
whether its fonds will survive the federal budget 
impasse. AmeriCorps is the federally funded program 
started by President Clinton. 

The southeast Nebraska crew will be working out 
of the Five Rivers Resource Conservation and 
Development Council office in Tecumseh. The five­
person team will work together and separately on a 
range of projects. 

AmeriCorps volunteers work for one year and are 
pa id a stipend. Volunteers get credits for paying 
future bills or paying off old student loans. 

Volunteer Jeff Gorgen of Lincoln will be working 
with the Crete Chamber of Commerce to develop and 
market a recycling program. 

"I wanted a chance to get into community service 
a rid redirect my career path,'' Gergen said. He has 
previously worked for a finance company and a mail 
prepara tion company. 

FCJr more info 
Communities may apply for assistance from the 

AmeriCorp.-· ceam at : F ive Rivers R0'ource 
Consen-acion and Deve/oprnent. P. O. Box 626. 
Tecumseh. 1\ E 68450. or call 1 ( 40:? I 335-3317. 
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Local AmeriCorps Members 
Make Presentation at Bloomfield 

The Northeast Nebraska RC & D 
held its annual meeting and election 
of officers Monday, Nov. 27, at the 
new Bloomfield Community Center. 
Their hosts for the evening were out­
going president, Ryan Bloomquist 
and his wife, Janice. The evening 
began with a meal provided by the 
Bloomquists, followed by a tour of 
the new facility. . 

A presentation was made by 
AmeriCorps members; Mary Rose 
Backhaus and Stephen Wilson Cook 

· from the -Ponca site, and Carmen · 
Shaffer from the Plainview site. In­
formation was presented on the 
AmeriCorps program in Nebraska, 
particularly Northeast Nebraska. 

During the business meeting 
several trivia questions, relating to 
various projects of the RC & D, 
were asked of those present and 
various appropriate prizes were 
awarded. Election of· officers was 

held with-Garry Anderson of Dixon, 
president-elect; Carmen Shaffer of 
Randolph, vice president; Kate Bos­
well of Allen, secretary and Ardith 
Carr of rural Elgin, treasurer. A 
slate of board members was ac­
cepted for vacancies of the RC & D, 
they are Leonard Beckman for An­
telope County; Carmen Shaffer, 
Cedar County; Dave Krusemark, 
Dixon County; Bob Lundholm and 
Bill Stonacek, Pierce County and 
Susan Gilmore, Wayne County. 

Following the election. of officers, 
Linda Kastning, outgoing vice presi­
dent, presented a desk-pen set to 
Ryan Bloomquist with the inscrip­
tion 1st President of Northeast 
Nebraska RC & D - 1992-1995. 
Donna Christiansen, an Earth Team 
volunteer, was awarded a Certificate 
of Appreciation and gift for volun­
teering over 84 hours, for fi scal year 
1995, at the RC & D office. 
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Ame_riCorps;.: . . . ,., 
Lookin;.,.,fFor.i"" .; · 
VOIUii:ers:i '''{,, .. ,' 
• . . . . . . , . .. . .. · , .· . -(u.":_ _'f' ;"l;o:<"!r ·_;.r~: 
• -; ;· , AmenCorp.s membcrs ,stattoned 1n • 
11/arren are seeking ,volonteers to ,help : 

• with a· river beautification and Oocd 
·cont,ol projechn Marshall co·unt~-­
An outbreak -of Dntch Elm disease is 
responsible for downed trees in t~e 
county: ·. The project will include···t1te :. 
removal of Cree debris from the Snake. • 
Middle,.and Tamarac Rivcrs.:~ sornc of:. 

, the ·tree materials removed ·, fronf !he '· 
rivers will be used to construcl wildlife ; 

•. ·shclh:irs for small aniinals.- • 
If you are inlerestecl'in: becoming -'·; 

. a ' volun'teer ·assisting Jocal projeyts/ 
• ·contact :.AmeriCorps·•in ·Warren. al 
• (218)745-435.-. Ilour.u flexlbl~':•For . 
;: volunteer·opportunities in othct'parls 

of the state, call your local Natoul 
Re.sources Conservation ·service 

'. offi<:t' · 

• . 
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AME~-,ciips CREW AT WARREN' ~E~o~./~o G·ct -'~,_ '.~~()~~and flood conlrol work·on the'S~ak~;/ Middle af\d 
~- Members of the newly formed AmeriCorps at War- • .Tamarac Rivers in Marshall and ·Polk Counties. Our­
_ren are, from tha left, .Steve Fellman of Thief Riv-> ing tha·he><t. nine ·months the·crew also_. will be work~ 
.er Falls, Liala Hurst of Pelican Rapids, Joy Swenson· i:· ing on a,number.of local community ;sorvlco proj1;1cts 
'of' Fargo, Shawna Freyholtz of Cook, Donria·Myhre( ; _and;have already ,bogun contacting local interests 
'of SI. Hilaim, Linda Fellman of Thief River Falls and ;.to Jo .find and_.develop appropriate projects,:The crow 
• B".>yd Rasmussen of Canton. The AmariCorps·.crew·' .. ,':.also has.been receiving tralning·on thause'of chain-! 
v,.rorks 'under tho direction of ,he United States Depart- ,- ~saws and other tools ·ln .preparation· for its major riv­
meilt of Agriculture's Natural ResourcE,ts _Consarvatlon: i._·:er.:clear1f.~!l, \11ork, • . • • ·-...:..$t,~::.f- Ph'ofo; 
·servic.~ and has _ as l_ts. primary :mlssiori he~utlf(ca_7 
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A-4JneriCorps begins 
· 2nd year of "'ork . 
in S.E. Nebraska 

Trail development. recycling and producing a 
catalog of resources will be among tasks the area's 
second AmeriCorps crew will be tackling in the next 
yea r. But to start things off. the team is wondering 
whether its funds will survive the federal budget 
impasse. AmeriCorps is the federa lly funded program 
started by President Clinton. 

The southeast Nebraska crew will be working out 
of the Five Rivers Resource Conservation and 
Development Council office in Tecumseh. The five­
person team will work together and separately on a 
range of projects. 

Amer iCorps volunteers work for one year and are 
paid a stipend. Volunteers get credits for paying 
future bills or paying off old student loans. 

Volunteer Jeff Gorgen of Lincoln will be working 
with the Crete Chamber of Commerce to develop and 
market a recycling program. 

··r wanted a chance to get into community service 
aro::l redirect my career path.- Gorgen said. He has 
previously worked for a finance company and a mail 
!)repara tion company. 

F<Jr more info 
Communities m ay apply fo1 .,ssistance from the 

A m en Corp.,· team at : F i1·e Ri i ·t' rs Resource 
r ·o11sen-aci,1n and Dc·, e/opment. P n. lJox 615. 
Tccu:nsch. .\"E 68450. or ca ll J (Hi:! , 335.33; i . 
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Roclringham students decide 
tO put money where mouth is 

By SUSAN REING 
.IWoru.rSWI 

SAXTONS RIVER - For years 
the students in the Rockingham 
elementary schools have been 
learning about the•imporlance of a 
clean environment while, at the 
same time, thro~g . out a moun­
tain of styrofoam trash after ~very 
meal. 

nus morning, children at all 
three schools will sit . down to 
breakfast in c~ebration of lhe fact 
that they have· real plates and sil­
verware to eat with, tllanks to a 
grant written _by two local parents. 

Ellen Tenney of S .. xtons River 
said the idea of buying re-usable 
plates and ·utensils first' i:ame to 
her when she joined her son, 
Ryan, for lunch one day soon after 
he started first grade three years 
ago. Virtually everything used for 
the meal was disposable, she said, 
and she thought it would hf- T\.ice to 

someday buy a dishwasher for the 
school. 

Tenney later hooked up with 
another mother at . Central Ele­
mentary School in Bellows Falls, 
Virginia Voronin, who was also • 
int~ in cutting down on the 
'use of styrofoarn. and this year the 
two wrote a grant proposal on be­
half of theil- respective parent­
teacher groups to finance the 
purchase or cilshwa_shers· and real 
plates and forks. 

The two applied for a $12,000 
SOS - S.ave our Schools - grant, 
funded ~ugh the American Ex­
press "Charge Against Hunger" 

. program, and also won a state 
grant for $3,560. The women aiso 
solicited donations from a number 
of Vermont businesses, but trash 
giant Browning-Ferris Industries 
was the only one to respond with a 
$100 donation, Tenney said. 

The funds yr ·e used lo buy sil-

verware and bowls, re-usable 
trays, aD.d two commercial dish­
washers. - one for Central and the 
other for Saxtons River. • 

Today, Tenney, Vororun and a 
group ;;,f volu.nteers will serve 
breakfast lo approximately 550 
_students at all three elementary 
schools, with the emphasis on nu­
trition·. Children will feast on 
whole-gram bagels, peanuf butter; 
vanilla yogurt, rainfores~ granola, 
and organic wild Maine blueber­
ries. Volun~~~~ont 
~ger ;cirps--will ·lilsri"be 'oii 
haDd.; . .at, all -:three,WN>QQjs. -to.-tallc 
about · nutrition aru:1:.;.heaUhy 
choices. 

Tenney is hopeful that in the 
coming months enoligh money can 
be found to buy mugs for the 
lunchrooms, so that the disposable 
plastic cups can be retired. 
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Pesticide Containers 
·Recycled: In County,-

Farmers · and custom members and NRD unplo~s at 
applicators in Dakota County and spec1ficd times. each Wednesday 
the surroundtl\g area recycled during June and July to inspect the 
ncmy 2,800 plastic pesticide pest1ctde containers brought tn for 
containers this year at the recycling. The c~nraJ.ners needed 
Emerson and South ·s1oux Ctcy to . be ulple rill.std or power• 
collecncin stru. ··, . • : washed and the pJast1c c:~ps .and 

The Solld Wast~ Management wrappers ttmovcd to be suJ~ble 
.Task FoICe of The Nebraska Locss for ~cllllg. 
Hills Resow-ct Consen-·ation and • The pestklde contalllers were • 
Development (RC&D) Council ttan.,portcd from the collect1o~ 
identified the need for more sit~ by the Papio-Missouri River 
~tictde container collection s1tes NRD to a warehouse tn Wa.lth.Ul 
1n the ~ owned by the Omaha Tribe. Crei 

A committee was appointed Ph1llips ·or En"1ronmtntal Services 
which secured the cooperation of for the Omaha Tribe indicates that 
the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska, there are over 4.400 pestictdc 
Cooperative Extension Service, containers 1n the warehouse 
Pi-pio·Missouri River Nitural wiitlni to be shredded and used to 
Resources Dlsn1ct CNRD). Farmers manufacture new pestlctde 
Cooperative Association of contalocrs. 
Emerse>n and South Siou.'C Ci:>·, Greg operated collection sttes 
AmcrICorps Team from Norfolk at remit::. Walthill and Maq: whl<h 
and the Ncbta:-ka Loes~ Hills ,hl' Tribe has made available for 
RC&D to establlsh collection si\cs s~v<:ral years. This coopcratl\'e 
at the Emerson and South Sioux effort to collect and recycle plasllc 
C:iry Farmers CooperatJ\.·e pesticide containers will help to 
ASsodatlon business locations. protect wa:er quality ir. th<: :ma. 

The collection sites were 
staffed by Amcr1Corps Team 



EASTERN MONMOUTH EXAMINER 
MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY 
NOVEMBER 8, 1995 

Work begins on 
Roosevelt trail • 
Volunteers being 
sought to help with 
milelong project 

BY BRIAN DONAHUE 
Staff Writer 

ROOSEVELT - Borough officials 
have found a way to talce advantage of the 
area ' s greenbelt in a way that will help 
keep the natural environment safe and 
give local admirers a better glimpse of 
their own ecosystem. 

The borough recently matched a 
$2,500 state Department of Environmental 
Protection grant to design a milelong 
nature trail in the woods around South 
Rochdale A venue, according to public 
works employee Gayle Donnelly. The 
total sum of $5,000 was used for analysis 
and design. Officials will decide how to 
fund construction or work fees in the 
future. 

In the meantime, Donnelly and interns 
from state and federal environmental 
groups already are getting started at no 
extra cost to the borough. 

The trail, which will begin near the 
post office,' will contain several different 
resources depending on the land on which 
it is built. For example, in the wet portions 
of the forest, boardwalks will be designed. 
Other areas of the trail will be made of 
crushed stone or woodchips. 

"This will allow the trail to be pre­
served and will also give access (to the 
forest). It ili all part of a master plan 
report," according to Alan Goodheart, a 
Princeton-based landscape architect who, 
along with the borough's environmental 
commission, designed the trail over the 
past year. 

"Signs will mark the trail and certain 
features, and there will also be tree mark­
ers," Goodheart said. 

Last week, Donnelly and a student 
intern from AmcriCorps, the nationwide 
volunteer program, began cutting "inva­
sive species" from the trail. "Invasive, 
exotic plants come and talce over (the nat­
ural vegetation)," Donnelly said. "And the 
area loses its biodiversity." 

Donnelly said future work will include 
digging holes for small amphibian ponds, 
and just "making the area accessible to 
learn about the environment." The project, 
she said, is designed to be more educa­
tional than anything else. 

Goodheart said officials did not have 
to worry about regulations from state or 
federal environmental groups because the 
area of the trail was cleared recently to 
repair a sewer line that runs through the 
woods. 

The job now for the borough is to find 
ways to get the c_onstruction done, accord­
ing to Mayor Lee Allen. 

"The funding of the construction is up 
to the borough," he said. 

For now , he said, the borough is 
accepting interns to work on the project at 
no cost to taxpayers. 
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AmeriCorps making mark 
By DAVE MIUEA 
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~ed .. eral program to help 
Waldoboro's environment 

By Art Mayers 
While the public views federal 

programs with mistrust and 
sometimes with loathing, Waldoboro 
has taken on a federally funded 
volunteer who has expertise needed 
to help various parts of the town 's 
environmental program. 

Local resident Hollis Tedford will 
work with town and school officials 
to set up marine related programs 
that should be of benefit to fisheries 
clarndiggers, and to the public at 
large . He was hired through 
AmeriCorps, the federal agency that 
came out of the consolidation of the 
combination of Vista and the Peace 
Corps. 

Tedford is contracted to work for 
the town for 1700 hours over the next 
year ~ond_ucting a shoreline survey, 
coo~d~nat!ng water quality testing, 
ass1st111g m aquaculture initiatives 
and training high school students i~ 
envir_onmental monitoring 
techmques . The cost to the town is 
$1800, funds which the conservation 
commission already had available. 

"It affects the local economy 
directly," said Tedford a former 
Miller School science te;cher. 

The portion of his job that will take 
him along the Medomak River 
estuary looking for possible pollution 
sources is a service that the town 
recognizes as necessary for the 
opening of additional clam flats . 

Shoreline survey 
Tedf?rd will be extending a 

shoreline survey in th e 
Merrymeeting Cove and the Western 
Branch area of the river that is 
required before the Dept. of Marine 
Resources will open up new areas for 
shellfish harvest, he said. 

According to DMR regulations the 
survey must be conducted every 12 
years with updates every three 
years . 

Luckily, Tedford, who holds a 
master's degree in environmental 
edu_cati~n from the University of 
Mame, 1s fully certified to conduct 
shoreline surveys . 

In fact, he has served as a trainer 
to volunteers both in the areas of 
shor~lin~ surveys and water quality 
momtormg for. the AmeriCorps 
program: In ~ame, AmeriCorps is 
cooper~tmg with th~ University of 
Mame s Coopertat1ve Extension 
Service which has developed the 
"\~rtner '.s in Monitoring" program. 

Amen~orps ~as highlighting 
water quality and fisheries ," he said. 

Student participation 
Tedford fully expects to complete 

the survey work on schedule but for 
the winter months, when the site is 
buried in snow, he will be working on 
several other projects, including 
training of Medomak Valley High 
School students to carry on water 
quality monitoring efforts. 

"They are doing something that is 
helpful, " he said of the students who 
are lea rning the techniques needed 
to identify pollution problems in the 
watershed. Tedford credits teachers 
Neil Lash and Pam Ramsey in 
establishing a core of interest at 
MVHS in the water quality 
monitoring project. 

One of Tedford's goals is to 
develop sufficient da ta to determine 
whet!1er the one inch rule, which 
requ1res that clam flats be closed 
following one inch of rain, is now 
needed in the Medomak River . To 
collect the data needed to present a 
case before the DMR, he will need to 
enlist the help of students , 
landowners, and the adult volunteers 
that have been the mainstay of the 
conservation commission's water 
quality project. 

Tedford also hopes to assist the 
shellfish committee with efforts to 
seed portions of the river with baby 
clams, the alewife project, and Sam 
Chapman with his efforts to restore 
shad to the river. 

When he finishes his work next 
August, Tedford hopes that there will 
be enough volunteers in place so that 
no new paid postions will be 
necessary to carry on the job. 

" I am setting this up so there won't 
have to be another me," he said. 

The federal agency which 
administers the AmeriCorps 
program is the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service, he added. 

u/10/34 
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Tedford will be aided by previous 
work done by graduate students who 
in 1991 coml?let_ed a baseline study 
for _a ~ontmu~ng water quality 
momtonng proJect. 

"They did a lot of base work " he 
s~in ' 

Hollis Tedford takes a water sample in the Mectomak River in Walctooo ro. 
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Putting teeth-in It 
AmeriCorps crew members Tm Paye. Matin Kanikav· • 
nar and Candice Cllavez joined in chainsaw training in 
ldyflwild last week. • • 

. ••- . . . 
Gearing up for work . . · • 

Crews from Ame~ prepare to \Wrk 
on the Chapparal Netghborhood interpre­
tive site at the US Forest Service Lytle 
Creek Ranger Station. • 

D .one 
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Americorps Workers 
Guests at Holly 
Grove Woman's Club 

Three members of the 
Americorps program were guests 
at Tuesday's meeting of the Holly 
Grove Woman's Club. Renee 
Spurlock, Jana Coleman, and 
Audria Coleman discussed their 
various responsibilities with the 
Americorps program. They stated 
they work in helping communi­
ties find funding for needed 
projects . In Holly Grove , 
Americorps has been instrumen­
tal in securing funding for a flood 
plain buyout and are working for 
improved housing in the area. 
Under the direction of Ameri­
corps, t he community interest 
committees have been reestab­
lished and are making plans for 
improvements in many areas for 
the City of Holly Grove. 

In other business during the 
meeting, the club voted to spon­
soranartcontestatMarvellAcad­
emy. The contest will be divided 
in two parts, one division for 
grades nine and ten, and another 
division for grades eleven and 
twelve. Entries may be either in 
photography or painting. The 
winners will be submitted to dis­
trict competition. 

The meeting was held in the 
home of Mary Ann Reynolds who 
served as hostess. Serving as co­
hostess was Willa Lambert . 
Mickey Calloway was in charge of 
the progr~m . . Introducing the 
Americorps coordinators was 
former Mayor Donna Hill . Fol­
lowingthe meeting and program, 
the ladies were served refresh­
ments. 

The club will meet again on 
Tuesday, March 21. 

' 
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B1ke,,·a11d1!tCltri-stian _Hi red 
•• :r I , ~~,'h' { , ~ , • :i---tr 

As H'"'ollt,.Gr6-e EmPloyees 
The Hollj'G~d/ty 'Council 

hu. ~ -'fd lllfte '~1lew ~ · 
employees.:Dmd~lial been. 
hin!d'u the n'ewW.-it"asid'8der 
Depfflnient~· •_ ; _·· ' IJ:ias 
a a--~B' W1lfir . • . • • in:a a 
a..n~r ·:Buer 
was started at·u aJlllWi1"1ary--of 
$20,000. Baker fills the vacancy 
left by Jimmy StepWs who re­
signed due to health NUDDW. ' 

The ooocil _,-~ ,ta hire: 
Floyd Chrilltian•fullthMStr'ellt •• 
and Grounds Keeper:fThia ia ·a 
new poarition. Chrinlan·' wa1 
started at an annual • ..tary· of 
$11,500. Alderman· Pu· Challtaln 
was put in charge of the 'depart-
ment. • 

J'udp-Jlalpll;~ apo~-:. 
to the councilconcernffiilbetu,w·, 
law which abolishea police ooul't;f . . 
Holly Grove operah : und..: • . · 
police court sy,,tem. Abr&m80n 
stated that a municipal court 
would have to be eatabli1h9d. 
Abramaon noted that a munici­
pal court would ha~-fucreued 
juriadiction and this could trans- • 
late into increued nwenue for 
the city. The council pueed a 
motion to establish a 'muiilcipel 
court. • 

A good report of •fine oollec­
tion1 WM ,iYen. Clerk Roa'emary 
Abrameon ated that 'to· 1994 the · 
court <!Ol~~-- Ii,t 
Janwar,-dr-lid: . ilb"l:in •• 
its lar.,.t collection fl#t ~tn,1

' 

$3,221.25. Just over $1300 was 
collected for the month of Febru­
ary. 

Officer James Nolen spoke to 
the . council concerning holiday 
pay for police officers. He re­
qu-.ed that the _council provide 
payment. The council stated they 
needed time to review the policy 
~re. determining a course of 
ail'ciii. ' 

Americorpa member Audria 
Coleman reported that property 
" _ .i,,ci.isals were being done in 
areas of the 100 year flood-plain. 
The listed assessed values were 
_ too old and not considered fair 
market value. An Americorps 
meinber from Jonesboro reap­
praiaed the properties in ques­
tion. The Federal Emergency 
Mana10ment Agency in conjunc­
tion with the state office of Emer­
gency Services and the City of 
Holly Grove will be exercising a 

: buy-out for all residents in the 
100 year floodplain with the Dial 
Creek floodplain. 

_Americorpa Member Jana 
Coleman reported that she has 
been meeting with the telephone 
company about updating the city 
phone ByBtem. No decision has 
been reached. She has also been 
working with the Crime and Drug 
committee surveying the town and 
ueeaingneedaofimproved light­
ing. 

(Continued on Page 6) 

laker 114 ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

RA• Spurlock of Amerioorps 
has been working with the City 
Beautiftcation Committee in list­
ing properties which need clean­
ing up. She has requested assis­
tance from the National Guard in 
providing help i~ cleaning sec­
tions of Dial■ Creek. Spurlock is 

• al•i workiq with committees to 
• improve bealtheue and ~using. 
• Tba eouJicil met in encutive 
llllic>~ tbr 3'1 minutes. No action 
wu taken following the session. 

On February 24 the council met 
in called 11888ion without any pub-

• uc notification. Monroe County 
Sun Editor Marty Harper re­
minded the council of the Free­
dom of Information Act which 
requi1'81 1111ch organizations to 
1..V9 at leut two hours notice to 
the~...,.ua. 

All . co~cU member■ were 
~&~ wettn,. Tbacoun­

·~ ;illl·-~-- -April 20. 
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AmeriCorps Survives at Stunted Level 
■ Budget: The program 

.. . Clinton 1s 'most proud of 
- avoids elimination. But the 
,. GOP's allotment prevents 
"·any growth in national 

service plan. 

1 Uy JOI IN M. URODER 
• I TIMES s rAFr WIHTEI( .. w ASHING ON - Pres ident 

Clinton 's .,a lional service 
program appears to have survived 

• elimination at the hands of llepub ­
·Iican budget -cutters but the vol ­
.unteer program's growth has been 

. , .permanently stunted by the new 
. COP majorily in Congress. 

While the recent debate over the 
future of AmeriCorps has been 
couched in fiscal terms, the real 

. battle is ideologica l and political. 
The President, for the lime being 

·: at least , h .. ,s lost. 
• Clinton describes national ser ­
vice, which provides higher educa­
tion grants and a small stipend in 
exchange for a year of volunteer 

,·.·, .service, as "the program I'm most 
.,. proud of." 
,,,. , He has proposed spending nearly 

$2 billion over three years to bring 
•._".io0,000 young volunteers into 
,., .AmeriCorps. IL now appears that 

the program will receive about half 

the requested funds as Co11gress 
scours the federal government for 
politically acceptable budget sav ­
ings. 

Cl inton has vowed to resist ef­
forts to gut the national service 
program but it is not certain 
whether he will veto a $13-billion 
package of budget cuts now before 
Congress that includes a large cut 
in the volunteer program. 

"The AmcriCorps program is 
giving thousands of young Ameri­
cans a chance to serve their com ­
munities, serve their country and 
earn money for higher education," 
the President told visiting college 
students Thursday. "I don't believe 
we need to trade in our future for 
what is a piddling amount on the 
deficit but will have an enormous 
negative symbolic and substantive 
impact on what we're trying to do 
in this country." 

But Clinton's very enthusiasm 
for national service and the 

high cost of the untested idea have 
made the program a loo- tempting 
target for Republican opponents. 

"Occause the President and his 
people made it so high -profile, il 
became an easy target for attack," 
said Rep. Jerry Lewis (R-Rcd­
lands), who chairs the House Ap­
propriations subcommittee with ju­
risdiction over the program. He 
made it plain that Republican ob­
jections lo AmeriCorps are at heart 

political rather than fiscal. "They 
talked too loudly and loo early . 
They got what they asked for." 

On Friday, the Senate Appropri ­
ations commillec voted to cul $210 
million from the current year 
budget of the Corporation for Na ­
tional Service, AmcriCorps' parent, 
essentially freezing it at last year's 
spending level of $375 million. 

The chairman of the House Ap ­
propriations subcommittee that 
oversees national service said Fri ­
day that the Administration should 
expect no growth in the program 
next year. 

Eli Segal, chairman· of Amcri ­
Corps, said that the budget freeze 
will cripple national service and 
represent a breach of contract with 
the program 's volunteers and 
would - be volunteers. 

"Six months after it first opened 
its doors," Segal told the House 
panel al a hear ing Friday, "nation ­
al service is facing a lockout. " H e 
said that 1,000 volunteers would 
have to be sen t home immediately 
because of the cuts in this year's 
budget and that many thousands of 
potential participants would have 
to be turned away in the coming 
months. 

He said that corporations, pri­
vate charities and local govern ­
ments, which have been planning 
to participate in AmcriCorps as 
sponsors of volunteers or as sites 
for service programs, would have 

lo scale back their plans drastically 
or abandon them. 

Segal warned that AmcriCorps­
sponsored programs to tutor chil­
dren, plant trees, assist police, 
counsel crime victims, feed the 
hungry and house the homeless 
would be haltc>d. "These are devas ­
tating cuts," he said. 

But Lewis said that national 
service has been growing too big 
too fast and should be frozen in 
place until it proves its worth. 

"There arc serious questions to 
be raised as to who arc lhc 

beneficiaries of this program and 
who we should really be helping in 
times of economic difficulties," 
L ewis said. " Oudgcts arc strained 
everywhere and there arc trade ­
offs to be made everywhere." 

The result: Instead of receiving 
$579 million this year and $828 
million nexl year as Clinton has 
requested, national service will 
plateau al roughly the $375 million 
spent in l!l91, Lewis said. 

Projec ted participation of 33,000 
volunteer s i n September an d 
47,000 next year would have to be 
scaled back to the current level of 
20,000. 

By comparison, there currently 
arc 6,500 volunteers serving over ­
seas in the Peace Corps, a 15-year 
high for the program launched by 
President John F . Kennedy, which 
was the model for Clinton 's Ameri ­
Corps. 
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AmeriCorp workers building 
new home for WWII veteran 

By Eddie Arnold 
Keavy resident Bertress Felt­

ner served his country during 
World War II - now, the govern­
ment is getting a chance to help 
him. 

Feltner will soon have a new 
home thanks to the efforts of 
local AmeriCorps workers and 
other local community service 
agencies. 

Local AmeriCorps worker Tina 
King, who is assigned to the Lon­
don Rural Economic Community 
Development c,ffice (formerly the . 
Farmers Home Administration ), 
has been working to make the 
Feltner project a reality for more 
than seven months. 

When King first visited the 

Feltner home to do a health and 
safety assessment, she found that 
the elderly man, who has numer­
ous health problems, was living 
in conditions that were Jess than 
adequate . 

Walking through Feltner's 
frame home, King explained that 
the house was extremely cold in 
the winter . His only source of 
heat was a coal-fired stove which 
left a layer of coal dust through­
out the house . 

King said that she worked with 
members of London's Heavenly 
Helpers to get a cook s tove for 
Feltner to allow him to cook 
meals at home. . 

"I bet I've made 50 t rips out . 
here," King said, adding that she 
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►COMMUNITY SERVICE 

High desert residents moving 
forward, thanks to AmeriCorps 
By Julle Johnson 
Dailv Prtu 

Valli Andreasen knew she needed a 
chan1e. 

The oldest oCher six son, was enter-
1n, 10th trade, so she would soon have 
to iet a Job to help send the children to 
coue,e. 

But because sh• had dropped her 
1oal or a d•ire• in.1ooloa:Y to apend 17 
years as a- homemaker, Andreuen 
didn't know what she should do. 

An advertisement tor AmeriCorp1 
chanced that. . 

Now the 3'7-year-old la thre. rnonth.1 
t'rom completin1 her one-year portion 
ot a project to survey soil at Fort Irwln. 
Wben sh• nnJshes she will havt $4, 72.5 
In scholarship money waitinc ror her. 

.. It's nice to be able to contribute to 
. the community," Andreasen aaid oCth• 
projecL '"And-I earned an tducaUon 
·award so 1 can continue school" 
. ·AmeriCorpa LI a federally funded 
provam that pays tor community ser-

► AMERICORPS / From Bl 
vation. 

In addition to a scholarship, 
AmeriCorp$ pays workers. who 
must be at least 17 years old and 
U.S. citizens, a livinC stipend ot 
about S12.000 for the year tht)' 
1P4nd In th• procram. 

A(uayo said ht hopes to iet the 
soil survey runded acain next 
year. He also want.1 to expand 
the project to the Chemehuevi 
Indian Reservation, across th• 
Colorado River Crom Havasu 

vlct lhrou1hout the natJon. This was 
the Ont year money w•nt to the Natu­
l"ll Resources Conservation Service In 
Apple Valley, nld district con­
servationistRiciA.cuayo. 

Tht pro1r1m ,ave him enou,h 
money to start aoll 1urveys a.t Fort 
Irwin. Edwards Air Force Base and 
the Marin• Corps Alr-Graund Combat 
Center at Twentynine Palms. Stx peo­
plt ot various a1es art currently en­
rolled. 

Soil surveys map th• dltrerent types 
or soil ln a re,fon. said Criund Giles, a 
24-year-old participant rrom Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo. It the type or soil ~ 
known. scientists can determine, tor 
lnatance, where desert tortoises mlibt 
Uve or bow to treat a hazardous spill, 
she said. 

A&uayo's nve--year project l1 unique 
to AmeriCorps. Moat are short•term, 
1uch u plantinc trees or dlvertinc a 
atream. 

~ayo's six participants bave 11.10 
worlced in the community, teac:hf n1 
1chool children about soil and c:onser­

Pl411.# SU AMER[CO.RPS, 84► 

Cit~·. ~ev. P~rticipants would 
work with the tribe to plant tradi• 
tional crops :ind help them apply 
torirant money. 

"l think it's a win-win si tua• 
tion," he said. ''These folk! are 
providlnc community aervice 
and will be able to pay ror 
school." 
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Rural areas may get fire hy~ants 
BylladBelm 
staff'NfP(lltl!I" 

A. ltapldee Pu1sb Polke J11rJ 
comalttee took prellminary 
ape 'l'Uesday lo Jotn" pn,cram 
des..,,., to Irias fire bydrmts to 
raralaNU. 

Through lM program, matwi• 
ala tor 35 dry hydraall wouW be 
prvvtded M DO cost to the parbb 
by Twin Valley Resource 
Conaern.Uon and Development 
DAltl1ct In Nak:hitoc:bes.. 

TIie Police Jury would be 
••p,.....JW. (or pnmdJac ..... 
amt IIDd labor b' 1mtaDJ11s the 
b)od!'anta. 

Treasa K. Lantz. an 
A.mertCol'ps participant repre-

senttng the district. lold Juron 
that a dry bydnml ls a ooo-pres.. 
surbed pipe aysteaa wb.lda .. pel"-
111anea Uy iDalalled la a -lake. 
pond or stiam In areas DOI _.. 
riced by other bydnob. 

'lbMe b,._ts can be u..l u 
alternate water sources ror vol­
unteer flre depertmenb ill rural 
U'1!'aS and also few road malnt• 
DUICe work. sbe sakl. 

If the Jury agrees to take part 
In the proer••· Twln Valley 
woald pro•W• pipe,, hydrant 
beada and .an.lMn fol' • lltea 
arouad tlla• parbb. Ma. Laats 
aid. 

Money for Ule materials II to 
- provided by • ll"Ult from the 

state Department or Natural 
lle9olroea.asaid.althousbtbe 
contract for Uus l\aadmg l9 still 
belal ffmlbed Became the oon­
tnd .... ,et ID .. a.plead, lls. 
Lana couJd DOI ammeot on the 

• amount ol fuDdlna the ... will 
IS'()Yide. • . 

Once flaallzecl. however, the 
money would be allocated to 
Trailbluer Coaae"•Uon and 
Developaenl Dlatrlct bl Ruston. 
wtua la wc-t!ln«tnc the project 
ltallnride. 

Twlll Vall-, Ill )i•adllq ~e 
PJ"Oll'Ul lD 2ll ,utabes. lnchlil­
_ R,....., lb. Lantz aid. 

The Jury's Fire, Rural 
Development •nd AtTlcultural 
Aftain ~ peSlll!d • ~ 
laUoa in support ol the project 
and named Juror Richard 
Billinp, aimm.iliN cbainnan. - · 
coord.lnator oldie pniect Ir ... 
pariah. 

Bllllnr• Htd be would be 
patttnc toptber a committee ol 
runl and VPD fire cb.lefs 1n the 
puull to mme up with plam for 
tbeprocram. 

He..., uld that the pa1sb baa 
been purautnc a system of dry 
hydrants roe rural ..,... 11Dce 

1992 wbn a map of potential 
locadcna--put toa,etber. • • 

Ml. Lantz eQl•lned· tbat the 
1191 Pl'OII'•• wu coatracte4 
wUb a cWrennt c:oonllulOr and . 
lb.at tu pnpalD bu IIOW bNa 
cbupd toTrallulllr. • 
• ·• la other matten. Ute IP'Meral 
Prosrama Committee beard • 
proposal rrom Jury PrnldHt 
M:,nm Lnnoa ftJr a ana-n,ob, 
letter-wrtttaa cwnpt1lp t:a ~ 
lltlon to,....,... cuts bl .....i 
tandln1 to Job Tnl•l•I 
Patmenhip Act pn,cnae ud 
locNlandaut.ltlun..........._ 

LaWSOII Ml4 t~He propoNd 
cat, La aodal pn,o-am.s would 
moat bmt •Ute younc, the poor 
ad the needy... • 

1°el"l"J Boands. parbb d1rectol' 
of JTP A proerama, aaid the 
newly elected Con1reaa ••• 
laandled • •feecUac lnlmy" on 
eodalJIIOIIAd. •. 

Wlth the CIiis. tM JTPA'a RD· 
_. ..,..._ COWII Ila lilJI to• 
Job• for J'OUDI peofle; Bowacl1 
IDWjuron. 

He allopomled oat tbat fWeral 
tundln1 roe JTPA. Pl"oeramt 1s 
years aav WH '6 mlllloa. That 
SUDl la DOW down to SI miJllon, 
and with the J)l'OPONd cuts. aJWd 
rau to Just cww t• mlJJlon. 

In ll1bt of tb• detrlmHtal 
impact the cuts could haft to the 
pariah, Lawson ur1ed other 
)Gron and the public lo tau pu1 

ID Ille- lettlll'-writiq CUDpajan. 
• ID mnroamental ..aters. l:b 

Gnnt Coor.inattnc, Pw901HM 
and CIYil Senice Commltle 
beard a report GD ,ulala rec, 
cllnl froa coor4lnabJI' ...... 
Moan. 

llra. Moore said tt..·eUy ci 
PiDnille ta tn lta famtll ... , 
a new curbltde ntcJclinr pre 
ana•• .. •...-.••n••n 
per week. fti.t amount CGul 
doable .oace CGlllmerclll bua 
....... besill ... lalthtlr~ 
dolt ... riall to tM Jn,IIW 
•aid. 

la motMr avt,-w 1hl rm 
CMD, AINrU• ■oahto of th 
Tloca ICnTlron111ental Actio 
Commltt• nad a proclam&tlo 
tmn her cq;anization before tb 
PabUc Baaltb •114 Llalto 
Cmlmlttm. 

The pr-oclam•tion stalal u., 
the Cll'pllUIIIIISo ... not ■all-bus 
- or uU-lndustry, but that 
la ...inst anr cammm:tal .... 
...... lbllt NK! .. bfft. store ( 
db,-e ol ba.r.anoas material 
or tJllll bas lo a. pnalttacl by ti! 
,ute Departlllent • 
KHironmentaJ Quality rnn 
Joc:attnc bl 'nclp. •• 

bl other matten. tM comm.I 
ten dbcuase• creatin1 a ne· 
PollceJu.ry lose>, aiYilll tbe PJ'9!i 
df'llt autborlty lo imue proclamJ 
ttom for b:slalical evata and t 
nmptM<Ml8'..,.n1dtl-.. 



AmeriCorps unit completes· 
n~apping chore for county 

The five-meri1ber Ameri­
Corps technical unit based in 
~a.st, .Aurora has completed its 
first task, computerizing paper 
maps of Erie County's wetlands 
so that as' map overlays they 
arc readily available for devel­
opers and municipal planners. 

The ~n.it, ~uided by District 
Conservat10rnst John Whitney 
of. the. · U.S. = Soil Conservation 

• Service, began work last Sep­
tember. The computerized data . 
wh.en overlayed on other com-
puterized maps · will ptovide • an 
efficient anq accurate means .of,. 
identifying wetlands for· age11des 
with Geograp!1ic Information 
Systems. The East Aurora 
AmeriCorps unit is one ·of 4~ 
tied to ·a·u.s. Department of .. · 
Agriculture agency and · th~ only 
one of its kind in New Yo'rk. • • 

I . , 

Other tasks awaiting · the,. 
team during its service , period . 
are creating a computerize4 .1ta~ 
parcel map, forest manageme~.t 
map and oth~r maps. The ;East, 
Aurora AmeriCorps team will 
be working with the Senec~. In­
dian Nation, Western New . 
York Land Conservancy, ·Amer­
ican Chestnut Foundation, the ·. 
Governor's Office of Rurai SeJ7. 
vice and West Seneca .Amerj+, • 
Corps unit and . other ~get1cies. 

Technical AmeriCorps 'inein • 
bers who work 1,700 hours are 
paid $6.62 per hours up to I! 
$12,000 and are given a ·$4;700 , 
tuition voucher. · • 

THE BUFFALO NEWS 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

FEBRUARY 21, 1995 
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A:meriColl)s re~uilds 
trails, paik' shelte:rS 

1y Patrick J. lutlf-lan .. ___ .~ , . . tuition audJees at Qf cou,,,, 
Leider Staff wru, _, ;= .;_ ~-.i . uruvtraity or trade ,ehool. Jach 

- ~ • , p~raon ~as aeven yeara to ua, or 
WbilePntidentClintoncon- ' Ut'r)°e- '_re 'do1·ng loae tht.,rant, which may 1110 

tinue1todeftndhiaAmtriCorp1 VVI be u11d to pay oft an exiatinr 
youth auvice . pro,i:am in the - .,__ ts'i:h t federal atudent loin. Intuett 
fue or a loominr Republiean ' .prob_ C . a' .. on a lt\ldtni loan l• 'deferred 
bud1et.cuttin, a.x, the' !edtral pro ably. 'dunn, a per,on', .prorram par• 
program ia 1ettin, thin11 done _ tici~tion. 
on the Olympie Penin•ula. WO_-_ 1~_n _•.·t · ·get Worbra are also paid $7.t!IO, ' 

A Se-member AmtriCorp• W which worke o.ut·to about" an 
crew of youne m•n and women done-.•. 21 : . ~- - hour for the 1,700 net h·outa 
art thre, months into a 10- .. ·:• -. .. _ ... aaaigntd to:t11kt.-
month pro,ram t0 improv~ub- o· the~1rig' e.n -.. • • ·: _Jtt!trtOD and Clallam 
lie recreation facilities in Jef- " n .a. county', r,,p,ctive • park and 
tenon and Clallam counties. • ·--

1
-.tittt p • k recreation department• each 

Th• work includts Olympic . •• . :· ,;JJ ari er, :provid1itlea1t$25,000Cin•kind 
National Park and Quilctn• . pi:qjf¢ cogrdinator, HrvicH, material,, equipment 
Rangar Dittrlct trail• and camp-: N-:-k_····;'-;-:-._-_ ~_"--u.t. Cnm-n. ~= 9tmoney)while private eourctt 
,rounds, county park, and pio.' · UT~. ~CIUU1, ':"'" -r "'art fundinr Sl ~-000 for work 
nic 1helter1 and a city parlc. • .:--_~ : -: - - • : don• 1n each county. • 

"Whenwelockbackovtrwhat ---- , Fort Worden State Park per• 
wetve done eo far, it»• b•~n hu1e . 1cmnel support the prosram• by 
injult a quarter ofth• time we'll . makfnali\'iniquarter■ available. 
beh~1•wdJeft'Parku,proj1ct An un1ched~l•d. projeot . TheNationalFaru~Foundation 
~tor employed by North• earned erew_membeu 1mme11H . (~ allocated 150,000 to im­
wut Youth Camp (NYC), an .Or- · prai11. -Tweftty-nin, volun- provetheb~11wwithnewwir­
e1on•bued compaey contracted. tetrtd to help with flood control . inf, paint and ca.rpet. Whidbey 
to mana,e . the Olympic· Perun- in Decell\ber aloftf the Quilcene • Island Naval Air Station donated 
aula program. • Ri_ver. Some.worked a full •~ft surplu1 bed1, dresaers and othir 

•The crews have developed a on AmeriCorpa ptoje~t• and . ~things, • _ 
lot of new skille and we're doing then spe~t•t,ht more houra in • , 

1 

projects that probably wouldn't rain and mud hoi11ting sand• . Barrack• life . 
eet _done otherwbe,• Parker b•ga. . . ; . . . • Some ~•riCorps munbere 
said. . • . are movin1 into rehtal h0uein1 

That'ttrut,t.ccordlnitoDave Cainpalfrl'proml•e· -- which ia allowed - 10 thoae 
JohnaonoftheQuikeneRanger President . Clinton cam- ; remaininr at the Fort Worden 
Dietriot'• operation, 1tafl'. p1ignedfort~eAmtriCorp1pr0- · barrack• have in.ore apace. 

•Th1F0rest$ervicenolon,er ,ram, ·tnitiatecl tbrourh the Learninl to live with people 
has a budg,t !or uteneive trail United Statet Department of trom ~ff aunt •$nic and per-
or camprround ·or picnic area A1riculture (USDA). ,onalbackground,hubeen·ont 
maintenance,'" John1on ~dmit• AtntriCorp1 wae funded tor . ot the progr-.m', 100d experi­
ttd. •AmeriCorp1 h getting 199~·9$, Jlthou1h ·Repuplkan ences, eaid Kevin Brockway, 30, 
ll\ore don~tin ~n•_year th.8n we critics have:alre~~~ thr•~un,d a cr~w leader employed by.~C. 
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JUST A JOB 
WhLe earning college money, 
AmeriCorps crew provides a 
service, . learns about hard work 
l!ly Doug O'uiughlln 
otNDllyCcluner 

APPl..ECATE -- AmcdCcrps 
members wllo sper.l Tbanday 
di,ii.ac Oll1 a i,Ue of c!irt aJt.!' a 
lancli!ide werui't Just cunina 
~ !<r. coll~ and providinc 
1 acrvtce !or ne11t1bon of 
Tl:ompaon Creek, tht11' l'.ll)e."\'l· 

-- aays. They were abo clur.ir-& 
11p afl-ar t.lmr parul •CelltY 

Bill FMpr, suPffY'.s:n& the 
~ffllbe!' AlnanOorps c:r...., 
uld lht l.andslic. ..-., pn,b•bQ­
••u&ed by a clurcut dDae a t 
:Hat 10 year~ a10 i1 U:1: tu.115 
lboH I dniuCC: ciicb Tht d:.tch 
talres ..-air !rori SIU."P,S Cretk 
to tllompam Cran, but lhc land• 
iwd. llad blocked it. 

"That wu ptobabl)I a (U.S.) 
P'or.st 31fYlC:C C\I\ ." M i d 
f.eeser . Ht worlr.~ :,ut or the 
A~le !u~er Cistric: o! lhc 
Roaue Rh·cr S:itiona~ Forut , 
~r. d :lie Forut 5'rv1Ct . 

• "Iba t mal('-$ this land 'JJ l:oo• 
le," n..,er cooUnued. H1.s <:NW 
spet naat al tllLS week WOl'kina 
.. ,r-6111 , but bad a fret diy 
Tbund.ay . So ~ 9Clll I.be lrOO;>s 
Ml alter receiVUIC a c&ll from 
ltc nc11b bor hood ditch &»OCla • 
uon. 

Ar.uriCorps is a fedenlly 
!uoded puolic-arvicc proet:lm 
cstabllshecl by Con~~ • 7<:u 
ai:_o UDdcr the ~d\-ict of P:-mdait 
Clinlcn 

":'~.t Ore11on pul of the pro­
p-air. ,ta~ up ir: Seplc:nl>er . 
a.nd Ill c.tlm:tted 500 up1riaJ 
SllldGl Ls across :he 1t.112 ue tu• 
ing put. 
~t~ ww1'en oetween 

the 11es or u 11.11d :25 UII b•lp 
tlH:lr ('OfllD'l\.11'1:~· and uni ~ 
tor xtlOOI UINXIP Ult pnlpam. 

The Southern Orecoo team 
work• out or t!ie Ro&uc River 
l\'•~~I Farwt, a.od .fa1J u11dc1 
Ole pu ltllc wid a.d enYU"OCllDeDl 
part o.l AmmC«-pl, l\Kst JX'0-
1e--.u lnc:luded surtacl!\li a trail 
aMlUDd Uppar T•blc Roell 111 f'et>­
r.ary 

Partici~lll&, aboat SS tDtal, 
WOf'I• ••· • 10 -•■U1, IM• pro 

.. ]~~dget 
.:.Cli1:$ .. loom • 

... .. 
• &om• fundi.q for th 

,: ~ P.oCl'Ul.COllld 
•. be Qlt 'QDdar- pa:n Gt. aeries 
"~ PIil& tirw&b 
~McGrc,or, pres, 

. Hcrctuy for Sell . lurk 
'Kalfield . . A.Ore.. said 
~ -,mdmc reduot1006 • 
!he SNa1a is cmsideri1lg, , 
tbt Alsler1Corp1 provam 
could be ai )act ID Ui. Je...-. 
ala o! the ~ .li,cal yMr 
T'b,t mMAI QlO millioo CIUI 
of the f!!'f'! m:.llicn bud,et 
caild d!sappur. 

Loci I AmeriCorps 
adaunialralo.n "1c it '"' 
IOO e;ir)y to say hcTR Ul4l cuts 

·would.ill~ :m pragram. 

if&III , l:>uNt t~\ umc they hw 
Cl lt.t &:ar R.&£&• .s&.lloc ol Iha 
App~~ di,tr\c :. 

They rectln 1 1tipcoo cf 
$7,&GO :and, at tt.e ttd t:l tbcir ,c;-. 
vice. a K 125 "acholanlnp" lllat· 
ed IO pay {Ill' lati:11'9 INiucaticr. ot 
pay of! a IUldalt IO&ll . 

For 20•)'e~r-old Amtlbyit 
Black cf :Med.lord the ::,roiram 
muns 1bt c•n co to ctl. t&e , 
whiob ,be hllpu to do in 1'eu, 
Mimcli..me an.- eomplelmf htr 
51ml. 

"l WiSlft going to be abk 14 
set a job tht wo~ld pay for 
sohoo!," Blaci: ud. "I didn't 
bave ~ny ~Y at &lJ \o pay ror 
tcbool. l Vlll'ked at IIHW and 
Lbal w~sn't a•illg 1nywb,crt at 
&ll. 

"Now I C&!I gc to lehwl." 
Amtbc- tam~ aud 11,e 

ellje~ fuidinc ot\ how to belp 
tlw euviroamaJ\ T~ • oruk 
rmm claarir,i cUI lhe dra loage 
ditch. Job.II :lhswre, 3 U-year­
Gld .\mariCorps m~ber from 
J.lffl), C.-li.iu, nid lo• w~r G' •d 
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Am•rtCor?s wcrbr Robin Fwed, 111 , of Athlend, Nips dur • lanclellde Thuraday. 
b provide \fat.er pauq, to kcw uid . " I ctd.i'l koow ~bout that 

!11..1 UlYC, stuff befcre. ,c I'm lcanuna. 
'"I'hii is~ ID brir~ coclcr "I 'm lurain& bow \u ~orlt 

<rater l • 1c,., • .,. uo, ." ... , ,....... ham ' "" 1 lrnnw th"t 'n, llltn:. " 

~ ad:Std "I think tai.s pc,.• 
1r1m i:ivn you ~ lot of due : 
phnt . lt ILl10 1ivc:s you • l'H 
e-ood wort tUuc." 
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Clinton project benefits college 
■ The AmeriCorps 
project leaves its 
mark in The Dalles 

By TOM STEVENSON 
Managing Editor 

There is much work to be done 
on the grounds of the new 
Columbia Gorge Community 
College campus. 

Projects arc backed up, wailing 
for &he time, money and man­
power lo become available to gel 
ahem done. 

One of !hose projects - a new 
retaining wall that holds back a 
bank along lhc main driveway -
has been done thanks to a 
cooperative agreement between 
the college and the new 
AmcriCorps Program. 

The AmcriCorps Program was 
designed and implcmcn!Cd by 
President Clinton as an oppor­
lWlity for those who want to go 
l0 college - but for financial 
reasons cannot afford to. Under 
lhe program's rules, participants 
sign up for a year, work on a 
number of different projects for a 
minimal weekly salary, and al the 
end of lhe year gel a $5,000 
education voucher. 

F<>r many ·lhc commitment is 
one year, for others it can be two. 

It lakes quite a commitment 
ror someone to st.cp outside c.ich 
day l0 work in all kinds of condi­
tions, doing work to benefit lhe 
cm·ironmcnt, all for only $156 a 
week. There is a carrot dangling 
al lhe end. however, and it is lhal, 
along with an opponunity to 
learn many skills, that has at­
tracted a wide assonment of 
people to the program, according 
to Jerry Gabay. 

Gabay is lhe director of lhe 
Mt. Adams Cen1cr of the 
Northwest Scn·icc Academy, 
which is a part or the 
AmeriCorps program. He 'Was oo 
hand last week to ,.,.,_. six 
members of one <ii u dnc 
nine-people crews Wlllk en lhc 

.. . 

J,i, .. 

·-~ - - • 
"" .6 ~ .,,. • I 

'.. ... _,. . . . . . ,,,,. . / . ~::~.~ ; ~· ... 
. , ·"". • . ... . ..--.,. .... . 

.. . ~ .. ., ~ .. . 
~ -- · ~ •. 

iJi,.., · _.._ • . ' 

,. ·----~~ . ,. _. 

AMERICORPS IN ACTION - Brent Force (left) and Carl Lampman were two team members from the 
AmeriCorps Program who were working recently on a new retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Com­
munity College. Both work through the Northwest Service Academy's Mt. Adams Center. (Staff photo 
by Tom Stevenson) 

new rcuining wall at Columbia 
Gorge Community College. 

"11 is a diverse group," said 
G.abay. "We have three 
grandrnolhe~ in lhe program. 
and we have people right out of 
high school." 

Under the guidelines of the 
AmeriCorps program. all of the 
projects the teams work on have 
to be environment.ally related . 
l11c team th:ll was working at 
CGCC had earlier been building 
a fence around a walc.r project in 

Washington before being snowed 
OUL Near Estacada. they built 
about five miles of trail in the ML 
Hood National R>resL Al the 
same Lime the crew was working 
in The Dalles, another group was 

See AmeriCorps, page 7 
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THE WHOLE CREW - Crew members from the AmeriCorps Program who look part in building a n;ew 
retaining wall al Columbia Gorge Community Colege include (from left) Christina Welman, Jennifer 
Glowacki, Brent Force, Kim Pope, Carl Lampman, and John Duff, the Team Steward. (~ti photo by 
Tom Stevenson) 

Ame ri Co r psgoing IO affect futwe genera• 
Condnutd/rolfl paft 1 lions." 
enhancing habitat for waterfowl John Duff, a 26.-year-old 
on Wells Island at Hood River. former resident of the cast coast 

Yet another team rccentl'y who came IO the program via 
finished working lhrec weeks dis• Seattle, was the "ICam steward" 
mantling Hope's Place, a on duty al the college. He was 
women's sheller in White Sal· quick to note lhat the program 
mon Lhat bwncd. The environ- was off to a good SWl 
mental connection there. Gabay 'Things arc going well," he 
nolCd. is Lhat the new Hope's said. "There have been a lot of 
Place will be a solar building and things we had not anticipalCd, but 
will have a stale-of-the-art rc,;y- that is pan of it being the first 
cling program. year. Whal I'm enjoying scein_g is 

The work is not easy, as Jen- the success people arc havmg. 
nifcr Glowacki, a recent high They arc sticking with the 
graduate from Timber noLCd. program, selling goals and rcach-

"The work. is hard," said ing lhcm." 
Glowacki. "The first project we • Bcc.aust he is a member of lhe 
did was trail building and it LOOk actual "management sLaff," Duff 
a lot oul of you. But we got used will not get the $5,000 education 
IO il. and we have a good time voucher at the end of lhc year. He 
worong togethec, so Lhat helps." said he chose IO become a part of 

Glowacki jok.ed that the team the AmcriCorps I.Cam because he 
had roccnlly IOOk a week off foe "wanted to do something for the 
training, and then moved to cnvironmcnl, something outdoors 
Columbia Gorge Community and to wock with people." 
College to begin the latest project "ll's been a great experience 
and the sore muscles qu ic kly so far," said Duff, who has his 
returned. But to her, it is ccnainly Bachelor's Degree in English and 
worth iL plans on furthering his education. 

.. The scholarship at the end .. The dynamics or working in a 
makes it all worth while," she group like this arc really intcrcsl· 
said. "But I just gradual.Cd and ing." 
this is giving me a chance lO Since the program began late 
figure out what I want IO do." last summer, only four people 

Carl Lampman, a 23-ycar-old have dropped oul, Gabay ~d. 
from While Salmon. had worked One was asked \0 leave, while 
construction since he gradual.Cd the olhcr three chose 10 depart for 
from high school , but has wanted personal reasons. . 
to go to college to study en- The N~rthwcsl Se~v!ce 
ginccring. IL was his ~oth_cr who Academy 1s one of similar 
handed him the appllcauo11 for programs ~reated as part _of 
the AmcriCorps program. AmeriCorps. Some of those Ill · 

"lf you're lool.: ing to further volvcd live on site al Trout Lak~, 
your education and looking for a and I.heir room ai:id board IS 

challenge in your life, I.hen I dcducLCd 1rom lhclf S 156 ~r 
would say ' yes. do th is,' " week. Others live at home or m 
Lampman said. "Its also n.i.ce lO other privaLC residences. 
~ that wb.ll •c·re doing is Those rrom the ML Adams 

Center work throughout the 
Mid-Columbia region, and Gabay 
said he is haring from a number 
of groups and agencies who arc 
interested in having groups do 
work. 

"We met (last week) with some 
people who want us IO do some 
riparian wak on FiflCCll Mile 
Crcclc," Gabay said. "The BPA 
also wanu us 10 do riparian work 
on other cn:cb. The Dufur His-
10rical Society has talked IO us. 
All of those are in the conceptual 
stage. We would also real ly lik.e 
to do some work on the 
Riverfront Trail in The Dalles. 

The projects bein g ac ­
complished by tho se in 
AmcriCorps arc quite likely 
projcclS Lhat would not gel done 
Olhcrwisc - at least not as 
quickly, Gabay noled. 

"We arc going out and working 
in the communities," said Gabay. 
"We hope people will see what 
can get done." 

Those who have work done by 
AmeriCorps workers pay fer it in 
various ways. In the case of lhe 
college, CGCC officials agreed 
IO give tuition grants foe par­
ticipants of $200 per day lhat the 
crew is working on the campus. 

Gabay said that he is uncenain 
how the grants will be used, bul 
different opt.ions are being ~­
plored, ranging from a class 
being taught 10 all in the ML 
Adams Ccn1et, 10 individuals gel• 
ting further training. 

"ll is a cooperative effort lhal 
works," Gabay said. 

The Northwest Service 
Acadcm y is currcnll y rcauiting 
for new crew members IO begin 
working in January. For addition• 
al informatioo about the program 
conlaCl Leigh Hancock at (509) 
395-3467. 



ASJILABD 'l'IDIIIGS 
ASHLAND, OREGOII 
JUHB 26, 1995 

AmeriCorps forest project 
shows what can be done 

At \he top or Monon Street ln Ashland ls a uniq\le netah• 
borhood oC bta beautirut homes with an,nd viewa, where res• 
idcnt, can relax on their decb and watch the ahadowa play 
on \he eastern hillsides and follow the sprina squall• u they. 
sweep through the valley. It'a also one of Ashland'• nel1-:! 
borhootb ln the toreJt Interface - known for both its beau" • 
and potential fire danaer. Last week a crew o! young people 
in the AmeriCorps proaram braved wet. steep slopes and 
wrestled with downed logs, dying uccs and poison oak to 
help make this area Je.ss of a flee danger. 

The city or Ashland owns about 1 ,OCXJ acres of undevel­
oped land, so tha four acres of city land cleaned up by tM 
Forest Service and AmcriCorps crew wlll not have a major 
impact on our city'1 vulnerability to fire. But the clean-up 
d~ illustrate the value of this national service proaram. 
AracriCorps/USDA has three broad programs: 
Empowerment and Anti-Hunger, Rural Development, and 
Public und and Environment Tho work done in lhe 
Ashland watershed was part of the latter program, and the 
wo!t. is dispatched out or the Apple2ate Ranger District. 
Members of this hard-workin& and enthusiastic team live at 
lhe Star Gulch facility and uo paid the equivalent of about 
$1,200 a month for living expenses and tuition credit.,. ln 
addition to watershed work, tho crcwa protect wellanda, 
restore recreation areas, increase handicap acc~sibttlty, and 
much more.. 

' The AmeriCorps program has been criticized by Rep. 
Ncwl Gingrich and others a.s being too expensive, but impor• 
tanf work is being done and the long-ranse benefits arc great 
in learned job skills and educational l.nccntives. Investments 
In education pay big dividends, as we have witneSscd wilh 
the 01 Bill. 

1nc local project also serves as an example of what can be 
done to reduce fire danger even on steep ~lope~ with decades 
or accumulation or dead fuel. 1be slash wa.~ piled up and 
ccvcrc\! wit..~ t:.rps fer burnir,g nex~ fall, ind enouah dead 
nnd dyinl! trees were hauled out of the area to genertte 
~2.000 ror the city's forest land clean-up fund. . 

So private forest lanJ owners take note. Even difficult 
pr~)pc~J.f~n __ bc_ managed to reduce the danger of forest fires. 

·You wun'l he able to ~ct an AmeriCurp team for private pro­
'jccL,. bu\ a lot of good idea., .>.nd direction arc available 
thmugh the Ashland Fire Department ~d \he )\X:al Forest 
SeNice ranger .station. 



JIAIL TRIBUBB 
IIBDl'ORD, ORBGOB 
FEBRUARY 15, 1995 

AmeriCorps update 

The last time we wrote defending President 
Clinton's national sel"Vice program, Amer• 
lCorps volunteers were up in Butte Falls, 

tiammering away on improvements to the Butte 
ltalls community hall. 

They're still ln Butte Falls, working at the 
a:>unty library branch building, the nre ball and 
restrooms at the park. Earlier, they maintained 
national forest trails, planted trees, and worked 
on erosion-control projects. 

T~E SATIOSAL SERVICE program pro­
v.ides young workus with a living stipend and 
rnoney for college. But the GOP Conit'esS is still 
~er to make AmeriCorps an example of its 
willingness to spare no "liberal" program 
(although it wants to spend more money for 
y.oung soldiers to do make-work on obsolete mill· 
tary bases) - especially a program that Presi­
dent Clinton can properly be proud of. 

Anyway, since that last editorial AmeriCorps 
crews are now helping improve the popular but 
heavily worn trail on Upper Table Rock .. Liter­
a)ly, your tax dollars at work. 
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Chief of AmeriCorps lauds 
Redlands, Ontario projects 
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lly ALUiASLAUCIHTER 
ThttSun·s Redlands Bureau 

REDLANDS - Programs 
helping farmers and rural resi­
dents solve water run•off, soil 
erosion and other problems give 
the federal government a person­
al touch, the head of AmeriCorps 
national service said Thursday. 

"Typically, a lot of govern­
ment programs are regulatory -
we're often the bad cop, saying 
here's the subsidy you'll lose, 
here's the fine you'll pay," said 
Joel Berg, as he reviewed pro­
jects in Redlands and Ontario. 

"With this. we can tel1 the 
farmers that instead of fining 
them, we'll work at no cost to 
them to help the family still make 
a living and protect the ground­
water at the same time,·• he said. 

Last year, 85 AmeriCorps par-

ENVIRONMENT . 
ticipants worked on a major U.S. 
Department of Agriculture pro­
ject in the San Bernardino Na­
tional Forest, making camp­
grounds and trails accessible to 
handica pped people and com­
pleting other tasks. Now that the 
U.S. government approved a bud­
get, a similar project is scheduled 
for this year with another 100 
workers, Berg said. 

Since last year, the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
has had nine long-term Ameri· 
Corps workers assisting farmers 
and rural residents in Redlands 
and Ontario. 

It's a valuable service, espe­
cially since the government has 
little money to spend on educa­
tion or other aid,.Berg said. 

One project last year me-

diated a dispute between home- (> 
owners and horse owners in the f· 
Chino area. ·, 

t 
t' . "Some of the problems of the 

city are working their way to ru- ~­
ral and wilderness areas,'.' Berg ' ' 
said. "In some areas, people move 
to an area and discover that the .~ 
nice, cute, scenic horses their l'. 
neighbors have produce manure 
that produces an odor. " i, 

Small-scale projects suit Bang 
Ta, a recent Cal Poly Pomona 
graduate, just fine. 1'a works out 
of Redlands and assists dairy 
farmers on water-management 
programs. The corps helps him 
pay off his student loans as he 
performs volunteer work. 

"After this, I want to go to 1 

dental school and then volunteer 
some more," Ta said. 



Clinton rel): Looks 
at watersh·ed projects 
• Cont from front page 
Meisenbach said. 
· Both Auld and Berg said they 

were impressed by the contest 
and its participants. Auld said, 
"It's hard to pick a winner '"'·hen 
they' re all so good." 

Next, Berg traveled from Lower 
Lake to Middletown with e.nvi­
.rorunental representatives to see a 
stream.bank erosion project com­
pleted at SL Helena Creek. One of 
the purposes·ofBerg's visit was to 
view that project and give credit 
and-attention to the Upper Putah 
Stewardship (UPS}, an organiza­
tion dedicated to improving the 
condition of the Upper Putah 
Creek Watershed: . 

According.lo Whitney, U1e UPS 

has approximately 30 1nembers, 
including both private citizens 
and government agency repl'esen­
tatives. Organized in January, the 
UPS is sponsored by the East 
Lake Resource Conservation Dis­
trict. • 

Berg said he was impressed 
with how U1e UPS, with no fund­
ing dollars, was able to put 
togeU1er an erooion project using • 
only planted willows, volunteer.;, 
and donated machinery. Part of 
the projecl:'s purpose \,\'as to pro­
tect .a nearby home. endangered 
by creek erosion. 

.Berg also said it was great to 
see Auld and Whitney, who arc 
acting as projed coordinators for 
the UPS, making efforts to help 
fuefr local communities. 

Watershed 
advocates flow 
together - -

foel Berg, Pre~ident Clinto11's appouitee to the U.S. Dcpartme,ttof 
Agriculture, visited Lower Lllke mid M"iddtetow,~ Timrsday. From _ 
left, tl1egroup i1Jcluded AmeriCorps memberChnsAuld: L,1ke ~· , 
County Superoisor Helen 1'V/1ihre1J, Berg, aml !ra"k. M~1se11&aclr/ , 
t1te director of East Lake Resource Conservat,ou Di.stnct. 1/ ·; :: ) 



Natio.nal volunteer leader\. 
sprebds,'wbrcl in Midcoast' 

' • • .,:·. ' ' , . ' 

by Judy Uadahl toring. giving the ·program a boost 
of about $75,000 in personnel help. 

ROCKLAND - Whether the &pcranza Stancioff, water qual-
AmcriCorps national service pro- ity biologist who runs the ·program 
gram succeeds or fails will depend statewide, detailed the effort in a 
on the quality of work and local meeting with Berg in Rockland. 

with government in a very positive 
way." 

Standoff also said lhal Amcri­
Corps allows people "to gel oul 
there and sec the real world." 

impact of programs corps members She and Lee Hwnphr~ys, whose 
arc involved in, according to a fed- position :is funde<{ through USDA, . 

The water monitoring program 
was begun on the St. George and 
Damariscotta rivers in 1988. Lasl 
year, Standoff saw getting Ameri­
Corps volunteers as an opportunity 
lo add people with background in 

cral official whose agency ~pon- told Berg about teachers, students 
sors volunteers working in the and rc~idcots in communities who • 
Midooast. ' arc bci:oming ,conccrncd about 

Joe Berg, director of natiopal . water quality. 
services for the United States Stancioff cited two groups 
Department of Agriculture, visited where localpcopJe ·have become 
Maine June 28 lo sec how Amcri- active in the water qualiiy pro-
Corps personnel working in· the gram. 
Clean Water quality monitoring People on Islesboro, she said, 
program statewide were doing, concerned about their shellfish 
including the Midcoast from WIS- resource, arc becoming aware of 
cassct to Camden. . • the impact of the· Penobscot River 

Berg said that such programs let waler's "condition oii their shore. 
local communities set priorities, -- . By' helping people· take care ·of the 
and bow they succeed will be · the enviroiuncoi ill ·tticir'local rommu­
finai test of the worth of Aincri- • oities ·and e<llic:atilig them on issues 
Corps. Its goals, he said; h1c)ude involved, she said, they become 
the idea of "building comiiiuruty/' . aware c:if ihc · larger picture, which 

• This effort _emphasizes· that. "gov- includes lh~:cntirc Gulf of Maine. 
crnmcnt is a two-way sirect" aild • :. Discussing. a group in Camden 
allows people to serve their i:oun: where 45 5'ildcnt4 .helped train rcsi­
try while building their personal ' • dents in ~ter quality monitoring 
experience, be said. • · • • • • programs; Stancioff prais~d the 
•. Berg said that bccaustth~:pro- . involvement • of • • • schoqls. 
jccts arc aJJ voluntary; "thcy·havc Humpbicys ·ectiocd licr '~inmeiit, 
to meet the market test" of ·iocal • • and noted that she has worked with 
·need.-- -. '·· ., .. . "iomc amazing teachers" who arc 

Members of the federally~fundJ \ •• helping students. 
cd program have been added to the . ' • : ·: Humphreys, who will use her 
University of Maine Cooperative '.\/giarii to pay for her education, feels 
Extension sponsored water moni~ • ' thai AmcriCo.rps "connects you 

' • 

the subject as advisors and support ­
ers for community groups. 

Berg, who toured several sites 
in Maine, said President Bill Clin­
ton is committed to keeping fund­
ing for the program alive. "I think 
it will continue and expand," Berg 
said, noting that depends on deci­
sions involving appropriations. 

The real faie of AmeriCorps, he 
said, "rests on the quality of work 
performed." It will be judged by 
whether the work is done well, per­
forms needed community services, 
and contributes to the education of 
volunteers. 

For Stanci<iff, having two vol-
• untccr supervisors (Humphreys and 
Charlie Parker) funded by Amcri­
Corps bas helped her train and 
give support to groups of 35 to 40 
volunteers. 

For the first year of the pro­
gram, Berg said, there were about 
five applications for each of the 
20,000 positions available nation­
wide; indications are that this year 
there will be 10 to 15 applications 
for each slot. 

People accepted receive an 
award which may be used for col­
lege, job training, or to pay back 
students loans. The majority work 
in partnerships with states, local 
governments, and nonprofit organi­
zations. 

The 'USDA is running teams of 
AmcjiCorps volunteers which 
include about 1,200 people in 38 

-. states . ., , . .,1 , •. 

• lo Knox and Lincoln counties, 
. water' monitoring gr~ups are func­

tioning in · Wiscas~ct, Waldoboro, 
Damariscotta; ,St. George, Booth­
~lt liarbor, o~ .\M I G~flf~f~ . .River, 

l!lm din'1fen? an<l on the islands of 
':''Nor1'ti 'Ravcn\"Vf na'iha v'c ii and 

lslcsboto, Standoff said. 



AmeriCorps begins Maine work 
Group involved 
in many projects 
throughout state 

By Dawn Gagnon 
Of the NEWS Staff 

In the year ahead, AmeriCorps 
members will get things done in 
Maine that for too long have fallen 
by the wayside for lack of human 
or monetary resources. Fifty-s_ix 
men and women sworn in by Presi­
dent Clinton in Maine via satellite 
last month ' have already begun 
work in national am;l community 
service programt ~imed at meet­
ing human, environmental, public 
safety and educational needs. 

Maine's AmeriCorps assign­
ments run the gamut from buildiI_ig 
and rerouting trails and resolving 
neighborhood conflicts to arming 
refugees, seasonal farmworkers, 
at-risk youths and low-income peo­
ple with the skills they need to im­
prove their prospects. 

Others aim to stamp out illiter­
acy, improve water quality, de­
liver AIDS-HIV awareness and 
education, and assist agriculture 
and fisheries agencies to inventory 
natural resources and conduct con­
servation education programs. 

Touted as the Clinton Adminis­
tration's domestic Peace Corps 
and the heir of the work legacy 
handed down by the Depression­
Era Civilian Conservation Corps, 
AmeriCorps will engage thousands 
of Americans in similar work 
across the country that might not 
otherwise be done. • 

Participating programs repre­
sent a mix of projects, some that 
existed before and became part of 
AmeriCorps, and others that arose 
because of it. 

Most of the funding for the effort 
comes from the Corporation for 
National and Community Service, 
established under provisions of the 
National Community Service Trust 
-· See AmeriCorps, A3, Col. 1 

AmeriCoros worker Rob Klimas Jr. of Millinocket, a marine studies student at the Ur.iversity of 
Maine at Macrnas. 1n1ects a scallop with a relaxant to encourage spawning. (NEWS Photo by 
Scott Haskell 





L(>CAL The Mail Tribune, Friday, Dec. 16, 1994 
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Director lauds AmeriCorps program 

Mail Tribune/ Bob Pennell 

HELPING HAND - joel Berg, national director of the AmeriCorps program , 
helps Rogue Valley AmeriCorps members create fi!':h habitat at Applegate 
Lake Thursday. Berg visited southern Oregon as part of a tour of Northwest 
programs. 

By PAUL FATTIG 
of the Mail Tribune 

APPLEGATE-The mud-spattered 
young man wearing the yellow hard hat 
grinned ihto the cold wind blowing across 
Applegate Lake. 

"It's really exciting to move from the 
theory phase to making this a reality," -
Joel Berg said. "To work alongside these 
people is really something." 

Berg was among a dozen AmeriCorps 
members Thursday who dragged 
manzanita brush down into the muddy 
basin of the lake's Squaw arm, where the 
brush was attached to a cable. Come 
spring when the 

strongly is that it's kind ofa GI bill 
without the GI," he added. "This is an 
alternative way for young Americans to 
do service for their country without 
joining the military." 

Nationwide, there are about20,000 
members, but he expects the ranks to 
grow. 

" I think it's working even better than 
expected," he said. "This is work that 
either wouldn't get done or w01:k that the 
taxpayers would have to pay about five 
times as much if private contractors were· 
todo it." 

In addition to learning good work ethics 
and gaining experience, many 

participants will go 
lake is full, the 
brush will serve as 
fish habitat. 

But Berg, 30, 
wasn't a member of 
the young national 
service crew based 
at the old Star 

' 'It's really exciting to move from 
the theory phase to making this a 
reality. To work alongside these 
people is really something.' ' 

to college and 
continue to add to 
the economy, he 
said. 

Many young 
people would have 
a bleak future 
without the 
program, he said. Gulch facility of the 

Applegate Ranger 
District. Rather, he 

- Joel Berg, 
AmeriCorps director 

"They are doing 

is national director of the program, 
appointed by President Clinton in early 
1993. 

He stopped by the Rogue River 
National Forest program, one of nearly 40 
nationwide, as part of a tour of Northwest 
projects. In the program that began this 
fall , people in their late tee·ns and early 
20s earn at least $7 ,500 and an 
educational voucher of$4,725 for 10 
months of work. 

In addi lion to a variety of 
environmental tasks , they are also doing 
rum.I development work. including 
projects expected to start soon in 
Prospect and Butte F alls. 

A longtime supporter of the program , 
Berg noted that it has components similar 
to that of the Civilian Conservation Corps 
of the Great Depression. 

"But there is the educational benefit 
that didn 't exist before." Berg sa id. "Not 
only is the government asking something 
of young people, but we 're giving 
something back. 

"The reason Clinton believes in it so 

things government 
couldn't do, or doing it better for a lot 
cheaper," he said. "The president hopes 
this goes beyond party politics. A lot of 
Republicans supported this." 

Because of that bipartisan support, 
Berg expects AmeriCorps to survive 
future political battles. 

"We need members of Congress to come 
up and see what these peorle are doing," 
he said. " If they think they are young, lazy 
people being overpaid, then they can kill 
the program." 

But he figures that most observers will 
come to the conclusion the work is 
important, along with the training. 

"These people are working darn hard , 
and the money they are getting is actually 
pretty measly," he said. 

The program offers a future for many 
young people, he said. 

"They are doing things that need to be 
done." he said . "This is not make-work. 
The president's goal is to get up to 100,000 . 
members by the end of four years." 

3A 
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TECUMSEH,NEBRASKA 

Second group of AmeriCorps 
workers begin area proiects 

The US DA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service hegan its 
AmeriCorps program the last week 
of October at Niobrara State Park. 
Me mbers from South Dakot.. '\d 
Nebraska took their oath of sern1. 
received basic training abvut thr pro-
1!1 arn: !eared CPP. and cornp: r ;.!,i 
personali ty assessments ir. re_adiness 
to begin helping commun111es a nd 
others wi th important rural develop­
ment and environmenqil projects. 

Those selected for the prog~.!m in 
Southeast Nebraska include: Jo Anne 
Britt of Peru. Travis Dunekacke of 
Elk Creek. Jeff Gergen of Lincoln . 
Daw n Kirkwood of Steinauer. and 
Michelle Hummel -McCa s!ir. of 
Talmage. They will be wo;king oat of 
the communities of Ncbrask:i Ci ty, 
Tecumseh and Crete. 

AmeriCorps members will work 
wit h Resource Conservation an d 
Development (R. C and D) Councils 
throughout the state and with the 
Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development and Chambers of 
Commerce in their host communities. 

. .\. :-,e ;: ,o~H::u:: in?:> " '~n !le abll.: t 
access AmNiCorps assistance by 
submitting a request through the R,C, 
and D Councils, P.O. Box 626, 
Tecumseh, NE. 68450 or by ca lling 
402-335-3347. · 

These AmeriCorps members will 
work mainly in the areas of tourism 
development, recreational trail con­
struction. recycling program creation 
and household hazardo·Js waste dis­
posal. 

(Continued on page 2-A) 

The~c are then<' \\ . .\ n11~riCorps " orkers who \\ ill be \\Orl.. ing in the C1ete. 
N<'11raska Ci t~ and Tn·um,c h area, this )·ca on cummuni 1~ 1k\'clopnw nt 
projcrts. l\ l t'mhers frqm 1-r. 1\t k hclle 1\-k Caslin. Dawn Kirk \\ood. JoAnn <' 
Britt. and Jt, ff Gorgcn. :\ot pict un'd. Tra \'i~ Dunekark<'. 

AmeriCorps ... 
(Continued from front page) 

According 10 Merri Johnson . rl'p­
rcsentative of the Five Rivers 
Conservation and Development 
Arca. in Tecumseh. the ahovc work­
ers havc the educational knowledge 
and experience in doing rnmmunity 
development types of projccts arc arc 
completely focused on projects in this 
area. 

Am..:1 iC01 ps. l'rcs1Jcnt Clinton ·s 
national service progrnm. cngagcs 
Americans of diverse hackgrounds to 
help communi ties mee t some of thei r 
needs . In return. they receive a living 
stipend and an educational award 
which can be used for college. joh 
training, or to pay back student loans. 
AmeriCorps gives hack to America 
by performing critical services daily . 
AmeriCorps members help by gellini; 
things done whiie building commu ­
nity. opport unity and responsibility. 

AmeriCorps workers are paid on 
an hourly '1asis. Th~y n:ceive wages 
on an ann ual basis of $12.000. The 
workers are required to work a total 
1812 hours ove r the course of their 
vear. 
- The above workers are currently 
worki ng on development of a re­
source man ual for a workshop for 
small communities which is scheduled 
for early 1996. With this manual. 
leaders in small communities will be , 
able to know what res,-iurces arc 
availahle and whert: to finJ I hose re­
~a :..r~C!-1. 

Anot her project these workers 
will be inst rumental in achieving is a 
recreational trail along the Missouri 
River between Nebraska City and 
Brownville. 

This is the second group of 
AmeriCorps workers 10 assist with 
projects in Southeast Nehra ska. In 
1994. AmeriCorps workers cllnce n­
trated on removine dchris in r;.:c r..: ­
ational areas which ocrurrt:d ciu ring 
thew 1993 floods. The ArncriCorps 
wo rkers assisted wi th projects in 
Nebraska Ci ty. Bruwn\'illc. falls Cit,·. 
and P,, .,·nfe Cnv . 
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Mapping the County 

,. __ c 

_. Arr,ericorps crew members Starr McDanlles, left. 
. • and Dariene lvarson check their progress ··1n "map­

ping" building addresses In Adams County town­
ships. The _work is a · st_ep toward an enhanced 911 

H-W Photo/}Uchacl Kl;,'.c:)· 

system that would supply the addresses of emer-

Team maps rural 
part of county 

Starr McDaniles and Darlene 
Ivarson attract some attention as 
they drive slowly through rural 
Adams County townships and 
study each building. 

People ask if they're out looking 
for mushrooms or if they're lost 
and need help . 

Sometimes the situation is re­
versed. "We get flagged down and 
asked . for directions," Iv arson 
said. • 

Whether they can answer the 
question or not, they're working to 
r- • • • • sure people get to the right 
• .m in emergency situations. 

McDaniles and Ivarson are part 
of a five-member AmeriCorps 
team " mapping" each building 

. gency sites. 

and its address throughout Adams 
County . They're taking the first 
steps toward an enhanced 911 
system that automatically sup­
pl ies an address for the emer­
gency site. • 

The crews first mapped existing 
addresses for homes and bu il dings 
in the county's 13 incorporated 
villages and some townships. 

"It lays the groundwork to as­
sign addresses to everybody in the 
county," said Mark Warren with 
Klingner &. Associates. "All ad­
dresses will be street-style ad­
dr' •0 s like in Quincy." 

, . 's tedious and time­
consuming. It requires a great 
deal of concentration," said crew 
member Bob Gillespy. "After a 
while my vision blurred from 
marking little houses on the map 
and looking ahead, then going 
back to check stuff." • 
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Etlitorlal 

Americorps-"may 
offer many benefits 

~ Natchez has the bona of hosting Shelly Foutz-Lowe. a 
Pascagoula native. who is among the fint wave of volun• 
tecrs with Americorps. President Clinton's program to 

encourage. young meo and Wonlell to serve their country. 
In exchange for a stipend and money to fund edualion. youn, 

people spend their time tryinl to make life better for those around 
them. 

Foutt-Lowc. a graduaic cl:the University of Southern Mississip,­
pi, is among 67 Americorps voluntecn in Mississippi. The presi­
dent crcaled Americorps to addm.a needs in education, human cer­
vices. public safety and the uvimnmenl on the community level. 
Any community an benefit from lha1 type d wirunce. 

. We appbud the spirit behind the Americorp, program. If adrnin· 
; istered COl'l't(tly. it has the potendal to serve the people of this 
: councry in countless ways through the coming years. 
: If the program survive$ budget cuts 111d presidential election 
. y~rs. its benefits will be many fold. 
• [ndjviduals will benefit direcdy from the assistance provided by 

volunteer!.. 
The volunteers will benefit not only from the stipend and college 

money. but by coming to know the joy of helping others. We don't 
; e~ct many volunteers to complete their terms withoet having 
: their personal horizons expanded at least a little bit. 
• And whenever there is an bOflest effort to improve the quality ol 
. life of needy people. e~eryone benefits. Good deeds create gOQd. 
will. which anyone may enjoy. 
. President Ointon spoke about this program often durin& his cam­
paign for election. Since his inauguration. it has received little 
press. 

Perhaps thar is best. The program will succeed or fail on its own 
merits. which me.111s it will succeed or fail on the merits of people 
like FoutZ-lowe. 

We wish Fomz.Lowe iood luck in her work here. and we ~cour­
age her lO remember she is in on the ground level of what may 
someday. ycm from now, be considered a grand ttndition. 
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AmeriCorps Recruits Bein~;---~ 
Recruited For 3 Nebr. Sites 

The USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Is 
continuing their recruitment for 
the Amer!Corps national service 
program. 

According to Jan Jorgensen, 
NRCS State Program Director, 
applications arc still being ac­
cepted for the northeast location 
sites of Ponca, Plainview and 
O'Neill. She said that the 
application deadline has been 
extended to Friday, Oct. 6. 

"AmerlCorps Is a national 
service program that engages 
Americans of diverse back­
grounds to help communities 
meet some of their needs," ex­
plains Jorgensen. "In return, 
Amer!Corps members receive an 
educational award wh1ch may be 
used for college, Job training, or 
to pay back student loans. Most 
Amer!Corps members are work­
Ing In partnerships with states, 
local governments and non­
profit organizations." 

USDA has three types of 
Amer!Corps teams In 38 states, 
composed of approximately 1.200 
members: An Anti-Hunger Team; 
a Public Lands and Environment 
Team; and a Rural Development 
Team. 

"Ma.ny of the Amer!Corps 
projects will be sponsored by 
community-based organiza­
tions," she said. "In Nebraska, 
Resource Conservation and De­
velopment Councils (RC&D) and 
the Department of Economic De­
velopment (DED) are participat­
ing with NRCS." 

According to Jorgensen, the 
five participants at the northeast 
Nebraska USDA sites will work 
lndlvldually with rural devel­
opment Issues In communities 
located within RC&D areas. 

"They'll be Involved In 
tourism development, recre­
ational trail construction, 
starting recycling programs 

where none now exist, and 
working to educate people on 
proper handling and disposal of 
household hazardous wastes, as 
well as, other projects identified 
by RC&D Councils an~ OED," she 
adds. 

Those with a college degree, 
two years of work experience 
and/or a high school diploma 
may apply. 

"A sincere desire to perform 
national service, as well as, 
learning about, training In and 
working with rural communities 
Is a must," she sald. "Participants 
will work full-time for a year to 
earn a stipend of $7,945 to 
$12.000 and an educational 
award of $4,725 for successful 
completion of 1,700 hours of di­
rect community service." 

For more Information about 
the program call Jan Jorgensen, 
Program Director at 402-582-
4866. To request an appllcatlon 
call Shelli Moore at 402-437-
5309 or the toll -free national 
USDA/ Amer!Corps hot line at 1-
800-880-4183. 
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AMERICORPS -- Chamber of Commerce manager Pat Fritz works with ·Americorps volun· 
teer Bonnie Tyrell on one of the projects that will develop working partnerships with in com­
munities in Region 24. 

Americorps Volunteer Aims 
To Build Working Partners 

Helpin1 to d9vdop working 
partncnhll)I ~ 0011111ND11ica u 
lbesoalofdlo-~ 
vol- • O'NeGL . 

Bonnle Tyrwl, I.II Amelia -
IM, bepn wart dlU -at N thc 
Amedco,"9 voi-fvrthe .... 

Her pmnary ""l)Olllibility will 
be to ooorclllllae 111d help develop 
projocll in Ille Rqlon 2A 81U o( 
Holt, Boyd. l'.c,ya Palla, Brown, 
.Rock IAd CJllllry Qllmtlca. 

A.-, projocla already In the 
wortdnp ll'O cioaipl1hlc a COCMIU• 
nity reeoureee _,ual. hclpin1 
with the Cowboy 1\'ail llld hcl~ 
to dofflOP a iWl C~ Vl,iior'a 
Brochm'c. 

She pla1 to - wtlh die 
ctwnbcn of~ ta eac11 or 
lhc COIDIIIWlltiea iD die area and 
will alao belp with projects for 
achools and orpnizalions. 

Tyrell ia one ol fivo poople in 
northeast Nobnslca acccpced for 
the Amcricorps program which 

was set up . by the Northcaat 
Nebraska RCAO at Plainview. 

Oriainally, two Americorp1 
voluntccn - IO be aqiinod to 
lho O'Neill - and lho aecond po­
aition may be ftllod IICJll 'JOIII. 

Pat Pri~ -.,r ol t11o o~u 
Area Clwnber ol eonu--ce, ls the 
site auporvlaor ror Tyrell'• 9-12 
monlh......-1. 

The ~ of Mr. and Mn. 
Oene HUICn or Amelia , 1he 
moved to Aik.illlon from l..iftcoln 
where ■he ha lived with ~ family 
for 23 yee,a. 

Her husband. Stan, ia a rancher 
and wom form TruckiJla. 

The couple .... IWO children, 
Tyson. 20, a 1tudcnt at Drury 
College in Springfield, MO., and 
Tracy, 16. a junior at Well Holt. 

>yin. Tyrdl Is the former quality 
as,urance director at the Lincoln 
R~looal Cen1erand ls a pro-oc:cu­
pational lbcapy major at Sooll>east 
Communiry College · Bcauicc. 

She plans ID continue hct educa­
tion in occupational therapy at the 
College of St. M.y in Omaha aficr 
her Amcricorps stint is complcled. 

Tyrell signed a 1,700 hour 

agn,cmem with Amcricorpl ia ~ 
turn for a livi•g allowance, educa­
tion award and health lnsuranoo. 

She found out about the 
Ameticorp,s propwn In 00llqie and 
said it ha■ made her family'• inov. 
becJ,; ID Aw.._ poasiblc. 

The family wanle(I to move 10 a 
nuaJ area fot four yean. &he said, 
and ~ 10 Hok c.o-ty I, a 
dream come truo. 

"I'm excited about~ die pro...­
and ellcillld 10 bo Ill O'Neill. " 111,o 
aid 

"Pat (Pritz) 11 • ho1Pln1 me to 
learn more about O'Neill and the 
aru. Thcte are a lot of vory posi­
tive people heffl and ru really en­
joy woning with tti.l. • 

Tyrell ■aid ahe - conccrnod 
when ■he moved to die area lhal 
■he might not know many people 
but Sbc WU surpriJcd al Ille people 
still in the area who know her. 

There arc two pans to the 
Americorps program, sbc said, an 
aclion-1-d JJrOl'&ffl which wons 
with yOUlh and an envirorvnent­
bascd IJIOJ'llffl wuh works with 
rural dc""IOpmcllt. 

She choto the environment­
hued progrn bec:au!lo "'her con­
can for lhc cnvironlDCIIL 

Americoqll p-ew OUl ol the ... 
tlonal and Community Service 
Trust Aa ol 1993. 

That act aca&ed the ~tion 
·'fot' N a1ic,lflr'a"4 'Commu nity 

Semce ., onwe people of all 
a~cs and backgrounds in 00111111u­
n11y-bascd xn'ice to addn:a edu­
cational. public safety, lune and 
cnvironnental needs. 

Other Americorps ... 
elude VISTA (Voi:= In 
Service To America) and NCC 
(National Civilian Community 
CO<JJIS). 

The program is open IO volun-

ieen. aac 17 and older, regardlcs· 
"'their edlocacionaJ level. 

Memben So throuah a rraininf 
prosrani boforc they are uai&nc<' 
IOa~. 

People wi■hing to learn mo,, 
about the program and thc ,ervicc 
offend by Mr,. Tyrell mar COOIJI.: • 
her through the O'Nei ll Are, 
C'-'b«ofComaiorcc,3J6.2355 



LOCAL 

Blues band to 
perform in Gap 

Darrell Garnett & 
Horizontal Blues will be per­
forming from 5-7 p.m. 
Saturday at Festival Park at 
Cumberland Gap, Tenn. In 
case of rain the concert will be 
held at Berkau Park. 

Seating is limited at both 
parks, so bring your own lawn 
chair. The concert is free and 
open to the public. 

Jobs will help 
. students fund 
_education 

AmeriCorps is seeking 
prospective workers to fill five 
temporary full-time posiCio~ 
to work on a rural development • 
effort in parts of Campbell 
County, Tenn., and Bell and 
Whitley Counties in Kentucky. 
AmeriCorps is· one of several 
community service projects ini­
tiated by the Clinton adminis­
tration to bring America back 
to a spirit of volunteerism. 

Anyone age 17 or over from 
Tennessee or Bell or Whitley 
Counties in Kentucky is eligi­
ble to apply for the program. 
All positions are full-time and 
participants will work for a 
nine to ten month period. After 
completion of the tenn of ser­
vice the AmeriCorps partici­
pant will receive an educational 
award worth $4,725 to be 
applied to the college or voca­
tional school of their choice. 

Specific placements in 
Campbell, Bell or Whitley 
Counties will be coordinated 
through the National Congress 
of Neighborhood Women. 
Placercents will be made with 
Woodland Community Trust in 
Roses Creek, Henderson 
Settlement in Frakes, and 
Whitley Small Farms Project in 
Williamsburg, Ky. Tasks in 
Whitley and Bell County are 
related to sustainable agricul­
ture and intensive grazing. 
Campbell County community 
service workers will focus on 
sustainable forestry . 

There is no maximum or 
minimum family income 
required to apply. 
Applications will be accepted 
until Aug. 5. For further infor­
mation contaCl Marie Cirillo at 
615-784-6832, or Tim 
Crawford at 337-3613. 
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(From left to right} Frederick Measmer, David Bateman,_ Sherri 
Midgette and Joan Mansfield, team members _of Amencorps, 
judge the height of a bridge railing at Fun Junkt1on, ~he planned 
recreational park at the old Pasquotank Cou_nty l~n~f11l. The team 
is building bridges and cutting trails for the instructional fo~est. 

Americorps workers 
help build Fun Junktion 
By JOHN JACKSON 
Staff writer 

The project to refurbish the old 
Pasquotank County Landfill into 
Fun Junktion, a new playground 
and recreational facility, has gotten 
some help from four participants of 
President Clinton 's Americorps 
program. 

Rodney Johnson, the 10 county 
project coordinator _ for the 
Albemarle Resource Conservation 
and Development Council, said the 
crew members will cut trails, build 
bridges and plant trees on the 150 
acres to be used as an instructional 

. forest adjacent to the playground 
area. 

Each of the team members, con­
tracted to work for one year, work 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. In 
exchange for their help, Johnson 
said the members are paid an 

$8,000 living stipend plus another 
$4,700 which must be used for edu­
cational purposes. 

"They can go back to college or 
pay off their loans," Johnson said. 
"That's a pretty good deal." 

Each of the team members said 
they applied to work after seeing 
an Americorps ad in the newspa­
per. 

"I wanted to work outside 
because I was somewhat concerned 
about nature," Perquimans County 
resident David Bateman said. 
"Nature is the closest thing to 
truth. " 

"It's kind of exciting," Joan 
Mansfield said of the project. "Can 
you imagine someone giving you 
the opportunity to do the best job 
you can do?" 

After attending a statewide ori­
entation conference in Burlington, 
the team started work at the land­
fill on Nov. 27. 

. J 
' 



National leader visits Cheyenne ... 

AmeriCorps team looks for renovation projects 
AmeriCorps/USDA projects 

celebrated the beginning of the 
second year of participation in the 
coun1ry's national service I 

program during October with 
swearing ceremonies nationwide. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service 
program, passed with bi-partisan 
support from Congress, that 
engages 20,000 Americans of 
diverse backgrounds in 
performing service that meets 
critical community needs in 
return for an educational award, 
which may be used to pay for 
college, job training, or graduate 
school, or to pay back student 
loans . The majority of 
AmeriCorps members are 
working in partnerships with 
states, local governments, and 
non-profit organi7.ations. 

U.S . Department of Agriculture 
wi II sponsor approximately 
1,350 members in 45 states 
during 1995-96. Members will 
continue to serve on one of three 
types of teams: Anti-Hunger, 
Publid Lands and Environment, 
and Rural Development. 

On November 29th the 
AmeriCorps Team · stationed at 
the USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in 
Cheyenne was visited by Joel 
Berg, Director of National 
Service (USDA) Washington, 
D.C. Berg's goal for his trip to 
Oklahoma was u, .personally 
meet and work alon~side 

AmeriCorps Team Leader Brant Rogers (left) and Joel Berg, Director of National Service 
(USDA), Washington D.C., clean up an old shelterbelt in Roger Mills County. 

AmeriCorps members. During 
his visit to the area Berg helped 
the team renovate a tree row in 
western Roger Mills County. 
Renovations involved removing 
old. dead and diseased trees and 
planting new seedlings in the 
spring. 

The team members are Octavio 
Villa, Jr., Elk City; Jeremy 
Moler, Charles Hug~es, Robert 

Jencks, all of Cheyenne; and 
Brant Rogers, Reydon. 

The AmeriCorps Team will be 
looking for renovation projects 
throughout the next nine months. 
If you are an interested 
landowner, please contact your 
local USDA-NRCS office. The 
Cheyenne Team will be working 
in Roger Mills. Beckham, and 
Custer Counties. 

CHEYENNE STAR 
CHEYENNE,OKLAHOMA 
DECEMBER 3, 1995 
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Agriculture 

learning_ and earni g i~ the AmeriCOrps 
In North Dakota this year the program's object i~ to increase awareness of the need for protecting ground and surface water 
By BLAKE NICHOLSON 
S1alf Wri1er 

K
elly Bosch and Jess ica 
Krumwiede both were 
looking for a way to 
fin ance the ir college 

1)d11colions . They found it in a 
rc la li vQly new program similar to 
1h r. Peace Corps . and their expe­
ri e nce is paying off in more ways 
,l han just financially . 

Bosch and Krumwiede, both of 
Dev il s La ke, signed up for 
AmeriCorps, a national service 
progra m sta rt ed by President 
Cl inton in 1994. Uosch is in his 
fir~t year of service, Krumwiecl o 
in her second . Th r.y don't regre t 
poslpnni ng their educalions lo 
work ror th e U.S . Deparlment of 
Agr iculture. 

" ll' s a worthy pro jec t - I rea l­
ly be lieve in it," Bosch sa id . " It's 
gnod for lhe experi ence and the 
sc holarship ." 

Those who compl ele 1,700 
hours of community work during 
11 i1 111 111 onlh s in th e program earn 
"S4.?l ~ grant. saicl Jay Mar, 
111 ;inagcr ol lhe N~tu ra l Resource 
Co ns,. rva lion Service Lake 
Agass iz Regimytl Counci l in 
Fargn. Mar is direc ting the 
Amrr iCorps pro ject in North 
Dakota this yea r. 

The grant can be used lo pay 
l11 ilion or to pay off stude nt 
loa ns. 

Bosch, 19, and Kri1111 w iede, 21, 
arc lwo of fi ve people in North 
Dakota working in ArneriCorps 
thi s vea r. Mar said tftey all wa nt 
to go back lo school hulc:nt't-

afford lo with­
out some help. 

Fulfilling 
a need 

In North 
Dakota, 
AmeriCorps is 
run through 
the conserva­
tion se rvice. 
The program's 
main objec tive 
this year ts lo 
increase 
awareness in 
rural commu­
nities and on 
farm s - par­
ticularly in the 
southeastern 
part of the 
stale - of the 
need for pro­

Krumwiede 

lec t ing ground and surface waler 
from contamination . 

Thal involves identifying 
potenti al sources of contamina­
tion both 0 11 farm s and in towns, 
11 nd documenting those sources, 
Krumwiede said . 

"We put all th at o n a ma p, in 
case th ere was evnr an acci­
dent," she sa id . "T he town 
wo uld th en come up with a pl a n 
of what they would do in that 
s ituati on ." 

ldentirying poss ible sources of 
conlarninillion means a lot of 
knocking on doors and asking 
ques tions . Bosch said . 

"A lot is with formers, and I 
can relate there," said Bosch, 
who grew up on a farm . "That 

helps . If a vehicle with govern­
ment plates pulls up , you never 
know what farmers will think. So 
it's nice to be able lo relate." 

The AmeriCorps members are 
. also helping ranchers in the 

southeastern part of the stale 
implement proper grazing man­
agement plans. They're doing 
that by sponsoring workshops . 
and by doing inventories of field 
plant species for ranchers. 

Communities also can request 
the AmeriCorps workers for a 
local project , Mars said . 

"These are services that are not 
offered by anyone else," he said . 
"There's kind of a void , and 
that's where AmeriCorps comes 
in and provides assi stance. And 
the beauty of tho prollfam is ... 
AmeriCorps does no t charge the 
community." 

For example, this year the 
AmeriCorps workers, who often 
work separately, teamed up to 
shore up the banks of the Turtle 
River in Grand Forks County 
us ing a method called bioengi­
neering. The workers user! willow 
cuttings and old evergreens lo 
shore up the bank. 

The AmeriCorps learn will 
likely be undertaking a similar 
project on Brekken Lake in 
McLean Count y la te next spring, 
Mar sa id . 

Money and 
experience 

For Bosch and Krumwiede, 
their experience with 
AmeriCorps has been nothing but 
beneficial. 

Submltt.cf photo 

BANK WORK - Members of the AmeriCorps team shore up the banks of the Turtle River in· 
Grand Forks County last fall. Next spring they'll probably be doing a similar project on the_ 
Brekken River in McLean County. "We don't call it working, we call it performing a service," said 
Jessica Krumwiede, a member of the team. 

" It 's given me confidence in 
myself and given me a grea t 
learning experience" said 
Krumwiede, who works out of 
the conservation service office in 
Fargo . "And the college scholar­
ship will help immensely." 

Krumwiede is planning lo 
attend the University of North 

Dakota in Grand Forks a ft e r her 
time with AmeriCorps ends next 
August. She's considering major­
ing in anthropology. 

Bosch, who works out of the 
conservation service office in 
Wahpeton and plans to a\lend 
th ll North Dakota Stale School of 
Science in Wahpeton, said he 

would like lo work two yea rs in 
AmeriCorps . 

" It's real interesting work," he 
sa id. ' 'I'm gelling a lot of experi ­
ence, and th e scholarship does 
help a lo t. 

"It w ill help out with coll ege, 
and- it'll look real good on a 
resume. " 
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AmeriCorps director says the pro{tram 
does what government should be doing 
By NJCOL E DURAN 
Chronicle statt writer 

One of the heads of Presideot 
CUntoo's controversial 
AmeriCoTps project came to West 
Michigan ' Friday to check up oo 
volunteers who are working with 
area farmers to help keep their 
groundwater clean. 

Joel Berg, director of tbe 
USDA 's AmeriCor-ps Program, 
said the criticism the program bas 
drawn is politically motivated and 
has nothing to do with the quality 
or value of the volunteers' efforts. 

Berg said that if more Ameri­
cans were just familiar with 
AmeriCorps, they woold have a 
positive reaction. "(They would 
say) ' this is great, this is finally . 
what a government program 
sbould be doing. It gets things 
done, it strengthens communities 
and expands educational opportu­
nities and says you don't get a 
dime unless you serve· - - the con­
servative idea of personal respon­
sibility," Berg said. 

AmeriCorps is working 1D con-

MUSK~GON 

junction with the Department of 
Agriculture's Natural Resource 
Conservation Service and the Mus­
kegon County Soil Conservation 
Dtstrict to run Farm·A-Syst 
evaluations. 

Farm-A-Syst workers check 
abandoned well closures, test wa­
ter for nitrates and herbicides, ex­
amine fertilizer and pesticide stor­
age. They also look at livestock 
runoff and evaluate locations of 
wells and fuel tanks. 

Statewide, the USDA bas 16 
AmeriCorps volunteers. National­
ly, AmeriCorps bas about 25,000 
volunteers; 1,300 work under the 
USDA 's guidance. 

A Michigan State University ag· 
riculture student from Montcalm 
County . has - been . working in 
Newaygo County to help West 
Michigan farmers.. 

Brett Bartlett, lhe MSU student 
statjooed there, said the people be 
belps usually take his advice and 

the necessary steps, which are of­
ten simple., toward keeping their 

zoundwater clean. 

.. A lot of the time the say, 'Why 
d.idn"t I think of that? ,' " Bartlett 
said. 

Preventative measure,s can be 
easy, Bartlett said. He also em­
phasized that all AmeriCorps as­
sessments of farmland within the 
area are confidential. 

Bartlett receives a $12,000 sti­
pend for bis service, along with a 
$~.725 educational grant tbal, 
without which, he says he probably 
could not afford to attend college. 

Berg $aid in response to criti­
cism of the program, "If Ronald 
Regan proposed a pr-ogram and 
said that two-thirds of the money 
goes to state commissions appoint­
ed by governors, (th.at) the projects 
are picked by local communities, 
nol Washingtoo bureaucrats, and 
it's not just for low income people 
... ob, aod you don't get a cent un­
less you work .. . everyone would 
say what a grand ~nservative 
idea." 
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Eagle Butte News 
REBECCA HADDAD ls from 
Minnesota .and ls currently on· 
the AmerlCorps_ program with , 
the Sioux- YMCA, which ls lo­
cated In Dupree. While here In 
Eagle Butte Rebecca ls _ fielp­
lng oil! at the CES _Junior 
High, the CEB Dorms and ,with 
the :JDC. She will -be here • for 
the school year. - her lnHlal 
comments on Eagle Butte are 
"A strong co~munlty with 
many friendly people. I look 
forward to working In Eagle 
.Butte this ·. year." 

U.S. DEPARTMENT Of AGRICULTU RE DATE 

REFERENCE SLIP 
TO 

Kather ine Gibney 
Coorainat or of Communi cat1oii.s ___ _ 
USDA/AmeriCorps 

····-washington, ·--:rx;---------------- ••• ·-------··-

□ AC TION □ NOTE ANO RETURN 
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-- ----. ----·---------- --
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□ INITIALS □ SEE ME 
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IUU.111 ··-- - - - • - - ••••• - -- • --- - • -- - ----- - -------- - --- - ----- - - ---

____ Joyce __ Watkins, Comm. __ Officer _____ _ 
NRCS - South Dakota 

. USG~0.:198!..525-216 • fOIIM AD-514 (1-6 
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Photo by Ross D. Franklin/The Washington nmes 

AmeriCorps volunteer Yolanda Courtney (right) talks with resident Blanche Easley at a news conference marking the renovations of the Arthur Capper Apartments. 



MILWAUKEE SENTINB.. Thlndzrt, Oecember29. 1~ SA 

ANTI-HUNGER PROGRAM 

United Way .. given $25,000 
UaJtecl Way of Greater Milwaukee bu r~vetl a 

$25.000 gnat from Che GeaeraJ EJectr1c Fuod to 
support a local Initiative t.o hire aotl train 38 young 
people to work wttb aa antl•bu•eer program. 

The grant will be med t.o support tbe Department 
of Agrtc1alture~, Ame~ ~U- ' 
Huoger, Nutrition and EJnpowenoent 
Project coorcloated by the Huaitt· 
Task f«ce of MIiwaukee and the 
MIiwaukee . Com~u•Jty ~rvlce 
Corps. •... . • • 

ne two coordJoatmg or,111.zatlom . 
will recrui~ hire. trai.o •• aD4· .educate 38 people 
betweeo the ages of 18 aqd 23 f9' tJle pr<>gnUQ. 
. AmeriCorps teams ~ wtUJmpiement ~Yitje.s 
1n four focu.s areas: ccpmunlty;~cll; coostruct• 
lng and renovating J)wldloaa ~CJ! (~_!"tea and or 
meal progranu; belplng ~ fannen: wtUl • oelp­
borhood farmers martets: ~ wor~a will food 
pantries. meat program u4 !fooct dri~ to ~loct, 
,art and assist at the Huqer Tuk Force wue-
house. • 

, 
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Service corps recruits dig in to help neighborhoods, themselves 
., .., ...... 
TMUM•H►• SrAn Wttn•:tt 

llul1t1n1< a ,h◄ 1V(•U\1I ol cllrt . with 
11i:1111,·11rPct ,t,·sii:nPr fin1<Prna1ls 
-.lrnl•l•"CI w1lh rhu)t-slont~. f'arru• 
l'utl, 1111 n,...,.t,,v 111,c,-.11 wurkln11 
,,.w:onl tll'r i:o:il of lw•·11min11 an 
;u I ounl:tnl 

.. II ,tarts ril(hl hPn-. lik.e this. 
,t11:1<inl( a11d s hovPlinl(. 11111 you 
k11uw. wtwn 1"111 Into my Clll"N'r, 
111 , ... 1nak1111( IIM' IIIOIW'Y for lllt' 

:01111 my son ... saht 1'11lls, 20. a 
,1111: lo• 1~cn-11I with :i 7 11111nlh-olcl 
1 •. ,1tv 

hor ""' ,1111111wr. l'11lh wall 111• 
,. ,., 111111( $147 a wrc•k w1lh lh<' 
.,,.,.,.,,,;,, 11( ;m aclchllunal $1,11U11 for 
,·0011,,w 111111Pr a IU wc,pk 111ndPI of 
l'r,•,1olPnl C1111lon ·s Amc•rin,rµs . a 
n.ahuual ...,,rvu·•• ,,rot(ran1 hiU('(·I as 
a •lniHP<rilk P.-a, •f' ( "oq.-, An1<-r 
,, 11rp, won 'I ol11nally ,larl ancl 
,.,...,,pl Its "'"' vc•ar n'<·n11L, 1111111 
lall 

Pott~ wa~ 11mon~ ~.o s11 n1n1Pr rr­
,·rnlls. whoSP "Kf'S r.1111.~• from 16 
lu 2"l. who rlPanrd 1111 a Soulh 
Sl,IP n,>ll(hhorhoocl Oowc•r l(ar<IPII 
nl"l'lday al llom<'wr111C1 ancl Monlo• 
n>y AVt"IIII"'. NP;trly half of lh!' 
Summt"r or Safrly 11art1C'ipanls 
COfJW fl-om poor liac·k1<rn1111cls. 

-- w. not f'Xat"lly lh•• kan,I or 
wnrk I wouhl want 111 ch• all llw 
lilllf', hut ,rs lll'ltrr than han11in11 
11111." said 1-'olls. who 1Jlans to 
a tlrnd Northf•as lf'rn llllno1s llni ­
vi•r,lty in lhf' fall 

-r, ... n,1c:a110 lh11h Sd11111I fur Al( · 
rln11t11rMI S4'14>nc..-. llw II S . l>-•1111rt 
nt"nt of Al(Tlrnllun> and lhf' ( 'hi • 
, ~I<" llousl nl( Authonly s h.il)f'11 

• ii Ii, 

lnt>une l)hO<O t>v !OM D,oee-.an 

Some of the 50 summer recruits woodng fO< an urt>an service corps clean up a South Side nelghbomood flower garden Tuesday. 

lhc• h•·al plan and clf'VISf'(I duties 
for ""' n~·nuts. 

II s l.irtt~I with somP weed pull• 
11111. 11111 lll'fon• ll's ovPr. lhf' re· 
1·n111s will 011ht lllc•11al 1u·livlty In 
11111• nf I 'hh"al(u·s 1wll(hl111rhoucts. 

"Th1•S1' k ul~ .in> very e.il(er to 
hc•lp Jl(,.-,l'h and I know tht-y will 

111'1 11 lot out of It, " said Karen 
Cole. :is. an Agrlculture Depart­
ment l'mployee who supervises 
the workers. 

(iardenln11 IR ll11ht work com­
part'tl to the laijk th1• rocn1ltH wlll 
fac:e In two weeks: cleaning up the 
Ida D. Wells hou~ln11 development 

It 11 11 I 11 

and helping the South Side area's 
residents form a nf'ighborhood 
watch program. 

'Tm not atnild. I've heanl au tilt' 
horror Klorlet1, 1111d no 11111111,r how 
you 9('f' It, the!;e are IJOOple who 
rw>ed help," 1w11<1 Quinn l.ronHrd , 

17. a Beverly resident and a l(T'ad ­
ua te or St. Ignatius Cnlle11e 
Preparatory School . 'Tm hl'n> lo 
try nrul Mlti lhcm1 out." 

.lc11:I lk•rl(. 11,;tlonnl !!t•rvlni ctln~· 
tor for lht, AKric'ultnre Lwpart ­
rnl'nl . Mid Chical(O and CIIA J)O · 

1 • 
I 

Jin• will im·r,.ast• tlU'sr pn·"•w· .. 111 

t•nsun• tlw n•,·r111h an• ,af,• lw 
IWt"'t'U tlw work h11111''- ul 7 ; 1 Ill lu 

:1 p.111. 
-- ir yon wanl 111 111ak1• a 11111'-r 

ence. you've KOi lo ~n 111tu an•a:-. ul 
hii,:h ,·riml', " llf'ri: saul " W1 •w• 
takt•n µ~ ·autions. hue 110 orw ,·au 
g11aranlef' 100 IJl'r.-c•nt s;ifi-ly l11r 
lhl'm." 

Bui lhP c:nmhinali1111 or im1m•v 
lnl( 11c11:hhorhoocts . sll'acly s11111 
mf'r f'IIIIJ loy1111•11t. ;uul lhf' lw1111i­
for c:ollf'ge or vo.-alwnal s.-1111111 
1ra1111111: was c•1111111(h lo kf'f'JI 1111• 
r,•cru1ts from 1•ntt•rlain1nt( 
ll11n11(hls 11f lo·nv1111: 1111· pr11i:ra111 

S111111' n~T111ls sa11I tlio-y'II s1• •111I 
111111' ln,illl( 111 1:l'I W,•lls r,•s11h•111, 
involv1•ct w11h 111111rov11111 ll11•1r 
an,11 . 

" ll"s their lll'i1:hhorl11••I . Tlw h1i: 
part will fall 1111 1111' n·,iol1•nl, . :11111 
1"11 hPlp out." s.1111 llarhara W1hu11 . 
Ill. whu was rai,..,t al lh1· ( 'ahnn, 
Creen devl'lnp1111'11I :met 1111w hvl's 
11 fe w htoc·ks away wilh hc •r 
mothf'r. 

"Mayhe some clay 1111' pl;u-1• ,·an 
be a wonder1\1I plao,• tu live•: · W1I 
son. a IJn'mM sloutc•nl al Wrsh·rn 
Illinois llniwrsily, s.,icl uf W1 •II, 
" Wc"II work lot,:elhf'r." 

Polls, who was raist~I al W1•lb 
and sliU liVl'S lh<'n', s.,ict shf'"II Ill 
lnlC111c-P hf'r work fr11•11ds lo srn111• 
n c• i II h h o r h o o d fr i I' 11 11 s 

"~:vc•rylhil11<'s i:o ln11 In Ix• One• 1"11 
1111k 10 S11111c• rr!Pmls or mine• 111ut 
1(1 '1 llu•111 In IIC'lp us. so 1•vc•ry11111• 
works IOl(l'l hf'r," ,tw sanl " W1•·11 
havt' l\tn." 
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!The Aztec Local News 

AmeriCorps in San Juan County 
Since early 1989, the Aztec The-ater has b~en the home of the San Juan Chapter 9 of the 

Dis.-ibled American Veterans (DAV). The building was a shambles when it was donated to 
the DAV. Since then, with patience, their own and donated funds, and lots of iogenuity, 
DAV members have been renovating the building. T~ goal is to create a com for table space 
for their own meclings and an entertainment and meeting space for the community. 

So far, the members of the DAV ~timate lhey have voluoteered 36,000 hours and spent 
$18,939 on repairing the building. \\fith youthful vigor and dedication, I~ volunteers have 
achieved some amazing results . Trash was cleared, walls were stabilized, a kitchen was 
insli\llcd, and energy rnnservation measures were implemented. /\ thrift store was also 
esl;iblished to raise funds. 

Recently the DAV received a boost in their efforts when AmeriCorps offered their ser­
vices. AmeriCorps members were referred lo the Aztec Thealer Project by Aztec City 
M,rnager Debi Lee. The DAV, AmeriCorps, and Lee worked together on a grant proposal to 
replace the deteriorating roof, to upholster the lhealer seats, and to ie-shtcco the front of 
thl' building. The grant was m«iled on feb. 7, and all involved eagerly av .. ·ait the outcome, 
\·Vhich \4,•ill be announced after Feb. 27. 

AmeriCorps is a progr;,m that enga&es diverse groups of Americans in performing criti­
cal service to meet human environmental, public safety, and educational needs in return 
tor vouchers for education, vocational training, or loao repayment. The local team mem­
bers, An.-. Gomes, laura Horochowski, and Erick Aune, are working in the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service office in Azlec . .., 
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Arnericorps workers help to prevent erosion following last sumrner's Devil Fire 

A111erioo,1;ps.=m~.ml1er 11.appy-=to see president 
FER 2 7 1995 _ -- · -~ FEB . 16 
bn teo. 13, I heauiabou-L:ou1:..este.e.m.ed 

president's plans to visit San Bernardi.no '\I alley 
College. Being an AmeriCorps member and • 
deeply interested in its political future, I dreamed 
ofa. chance t~ see or speak with him. I began my 
ques t by calling my superdsor. Soon, calls to the 
campus hosting the C\'ent left me with no official 
ticket or person to contact. 

I thought of Joel Berg, the national director 
for AmeriCorps. I faxed him, begging to know if 
my department had even been considered. With 
no response, my hope was waning. 

On Feb. 14, after lunch, I pursued the 
deslitiation of the president's speech, hoping 
against hope that, once on the grotinds, Clinton's 
entourage would not reject me . 

Well now, you can sav vou know someone 
who's seen the president i'ive. Yet as fate would 
have it, I'd forgotten my camera, but I got in with 
people (AmeriCorps membc,r;;) who hadn't 
forgot~en theirs . So, any photos you see are 
compliments of the l .S . Forestn· Sen·ice 
AmeriCorps. • 

The Cl'owd went wild when he· arrived. so glad 
to be in from the cold anrl rain, plus \'ery happy to 
see the goal of our efforts realiz~d 

President Clinton is certain that by 
empow~ring young adults to beh<1ve resl?onsibly, 
and giving them the tools to be cornpetH1ve, the 
hard work and sacrifice for their degrees can be 
shared by society. 

JAMI FISHER 
Ontario 



By PAUL FATTIG 
of the Mail T rlbune 

DUTTto; r'ALLS - 1-tisa Huetter ha-; a 
challenge for those in Congress conlem­
pla.ting cutting the budget for Aneri­
Corps_ 

.. They M10Uld come CMit and work wUh 
us and~ how hwd we work." said the 
ArneriCocps member_ "If they think what 
we're doing is !>iupid. then they don't 
know what's going oo_" 

CongresSK>llal leaden-., vowing to reduce 
rcderal spending, have questioned the 
merits of the ~ million in funding for 
the 20.000-mcmber national service corps. 
President Clinton, who touted the pro­
gram in his state-of-the-union address last 
month. wants to expand the program. 

Under the program, pm1kipants re­
ccive $'1.660 in living allowance during 
their IO-month Lour, and a S4.725 educa­
tional voucher to be used ror college or 
trade-school tuition. 

Since joining Amt.."f'iCorp.s last fall, 
Huetter, 19, of Ashland. and the other 
members based ::-t the Rogue Ri\'er Na­
ti1•1W Forest have been cutting trails, 
planting tn..-es. building erosion rootrol 
projects. cleaning up alter forest fires and 
wurlcing on \'arious construction projects. 

In the local community hall, built 40 
years ago, A.m(.'riCocps members are re­
storing the imerior and adding a long 
awning o,·er I.he entrance_ 

0-.•er at the county branch library build­
i~ they have .started building a sto~ 
siled_ P!an!i also call for building an exten­
sion on the local flr-c hall And they are 
retiabilitating restrooms in the nearby 
park.. 

Those projecls are bcing fi~cd by a 
Slif.J,000 grant received lly Ilutte Falls 

• through the Northwest &onomic Adjust-
11wnt Initiative for limber-dependent 
t'Ommunitics. Prospect has received a sim­
ilar grant_ 

Huetter, \l'ho was working on a ranch in 
Coklrndo before joining AmcriCorps, says 
lhe progr-am allows young veopJc to learn 
work skills and earn TnOCleY {hr edocntion. 

"I've learned a lot ofpaticnce,-i;he said, 
noting she intends to go to coiley;e upon 
1:ompl11ting the program. "I plan Lo go into 
an:hiteclure. I like doing construc1ion. Ifs 
y.rcat lo learn h<>w 1 llings are put to-
~etller." : . 

•; u11111u•cr supt.'n·isor Hill Tucker. n5. 
f.,rnwr town 111,wshal or 1~1t1e Falls. likrs 

,n Is 

M-'l Tribune I Sk!Ye Johrtr.on 

Cisco Villastrivo, 19. works on the Butte Falls community center in an AmeriCorps project. 

the way • '1e progr.m1 has come together. 
-wc·r, ·.:etting repairs that have been 

badly , , dl!d fo.- ye.nrs," Tucker said. "I 
hones1I , r,d;,.., • it's as good a program a.-. 
you're •:,iin, '"' to help a community 
like tni .,. Th .n: ,.. Jther wn,, I can think 
of that thi.s ki • 1 of work wowJ ~<.-t done. 

wAntl they ,,, , ~real. workers. · he 
added. ""A..-. soon • ..s they know what you 
want, they get right _to it" 

Tim Dodge, 21, ofCotta~c Grove, spent 
three years studying environmental 
,science at. O~on State University hetorc 
• jooung A lt)er1Corps. 

··Probal>ly Ont" of the toughcsl thing.s 10 
do noww!ny:s js 10 •!ct a joh str;u_~bt llUL or 

;d/jl, ·/1:Ji j,;:/~/ 1/ !·1: 1, 

college." he said. "I wanted to get soJm: 
work cxperien<."C befon~ complcti~ my 
de1-,,ree." 

Dodg" :ilso wants doobtL'1"S Lo \'isil an 
AmeriCorvs work site. 

"The best way to know what's .:oing on 
is to g~t out ht:rc," he said. "ll·s hard lo 
put down on po.per what we're getting 
from Lt.is program. We're ~arning what 
we're gcttini;." 

Cisco Vil\astrivo. 19, of Woodburn. 
agreed_ 

"Jt kcc•µs me out of trouble." he said of 
tht.- pr<>i!rM1\ 1'An<l I'm learninJ.: 11cw srnff 
all th1! time.1' 

Be fon~ 1r,i11in:: .. \ mcriCorps. ;1e \,·orkc<l 

in a glass factory. 
"f want to ~o back to S<.'hoo1. ·· he .-;aid. 

"The only reason rm not ~oinc,: w school 
now was that J didn't have the money. 
This program is really helping ml! 0\1L·· 

Laun.-.1 Alexanian, 2.0, of Spokane. who 
was p-ainti~ a room inside the hall. was 
working in fast -food n~taur;..u1ts si,c: 
months ago. 

"l wanted to do somc...-thing th.tit had , 
more ofa purpose," she said, adding that 
she is interested in pursuing a career in 
wildlife biolot..'Y or conservation. 

1 ··, like lc,1rning the differ-cot 1~-rx~ ,1f 
work.·· she .,aid. :1dding, "lt'II look :.'.OOd on 
my rc.,ume. 1 rx, 



1-4men ca Lorp v 01unreer 

Luian Preparing Area Calendar 
Leticia LuJ:111 '" llu~ 1\mer1c;i 

Corp voluntf'n ,, ,i1 ktn~ at the 
Eloy Chamhn or < :ommerce Lu ­
jan ·s joh i~ tn promott" economic 
development 

Lujan ·s Job ,s s1mtlar to that oi 
a VISTA "oluntecr lier Job will 
end Sept 30 She sow a rlrer about 
the Amenca Corp program and 
that a meeting was scheduled a 
citv hall 

After that she aµpl1cd for the po­
sition. At the end or tier term she 
will get a S-1 .,00 eduu1l1uA grant 
and this 1s the reason she rs ,,ork -
ing hard . 

She is an Eloy 11;:it11 c LuJan 
graduateci from the Santa Cruz 
Valley !;nion High School in 1987 . 

Lujan alre«d: tws .111 associate 
degree from Ct•ntr;1l .-\ruona Col ­
lege . She wants to go lo the l"ni­
versitv of Ar11 ona in Tucson to 
complete her cducal1 on :\!though 
she has not dl'ctded. 1Ju ·· 1ness ad­
ministration i,; a poc:.,1bil1 ly ror 
her ma jor 

Al Santa l ·rm ;-;he µlc1: eel soft­
hall and wa s 111 the Spa 1:1 ,;J1 ClutJ 

She is married t11 :'\larct'io. ;ind 
they have rour :<nmg child ren. 

Her ma,n proJect 1s coord 1•1.it 
1ng ;i community Cd lender On till' 
south side of the Eloy Chamh,:r of 
Commerce office is a window th.it 
displays her in1t1al efforts 

Lujan is also working on a la bur 
survey in Eloy for the Crrater 
Casa Grande Economic De, elop 
ment Foundation This 1s sched­
uled to begin in the next fi> w 
weeks . 

She is also preparing a business 
proprietor survey for 1he chc1 m 
ber . This is to gain inform:i 1 1(1n 
about local business and ,,·ho thl' ' 
do business with . ··we want to ,t·c· 
if we can attract busincs~es tltc1t 
they might need nearbv • • 

This survery is scheduled Ill g11 
out at the end of the month . l.u1,1n 
said . • 

Another project is about rlll' -L: il 
dumping . ' T ll be researcr,lllg 
ways on how to develop proJecls 
to stop illegal dumping . • LuJan 
said . 

Water conserva t1on 1s a nolher 
project she is work mg on 111 coop­
eration with the city . 

'· The cornmun1tv calenJar 1s 
not as good as Elea-nor 's , Bro11 n • 

v1 •1 •• Lu.1,rn s..iHI . referring to It 's 
\ I l..ttl' column in I he £lo _\ Enter ­
l''"l' sponsored by Hodges Hexall 
\-1..trl Uoth LuJan and Brown will 
hf' working cooperatively 

··i::Jeanor gave me a lot of infor­
mation and people to contact," 
Lupn said 

l;roups are encouraged to con­
la<.:t her ,f they want to be in the 
ca lendar at 466-3411 at the cham ­
lwr office 

.. This 1s something that came 
out of the focus future effort. 
Wh.:11 thPv want 1s an actual calen­
dar to p(1t up. ·· Luj;in said . The 
calendar is designed and after it is 
crrcteci ar the chamber office they 
may acid lights to it . 

.J :rn11arv 1-; the first month . 
·Tt,,-,· g,,·,. e me this window to 

11ork w11lt . ttmporarilyl ... Lujan 
c:.:i1d 

l w;1nt 1t tn look like an actual 
ca lrnda r It ,; going to have to be 
big tn put ,:,1 crything for a while 
ll'Ollth ... Sh(' ::; ;ii<i 

It a11n111t· ha,; ideas thev want 
'" ,;hare- 111th me how to get the 
c;d<>nd,-tr put up please contact 
ml' . · l.11Jan ~aio! 

ELOY ENTERPRISE 
ELOY, ARIZONA 
JANUARY 19, 1995 
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ST. CHARLES COUNTY __ . _, _, 

5th-Graders To Join.Natural Resources J.i,estival 1 

More-than ..4 50 fifth-graders from 
St. Charles County will participate in 
a Natural Resources Festival May 3 
al the Busch Memorial ConselYJtion 
Area. 

The festival will leach pup,ls abolrt 
<.."Onservation ol natural resources. 
Students will touch and compare ani­
mal coverings, such" as skin. scales 
and feathers. They'll learn how ler­
races and waterways keep soil in 
place as they become make-believe 
raindrops and tr.-vel down a slope. 
They'll walk through a prairie to see 
how prairie restoration can help 
wildlife. . 

They'll take part in such activities 
as 0 Soil Spies," "Animal Wrappers" 
and "Speed Bumps." 

The St. Charles-Soil & Water Coo· 
servalioo District and the Missouri 
Deµartment ol Conservation are 
sponsoring lht~ evenL 

D<ln Crigler, a wildlife maiuge• 
ment biologist for the ConserY.1tion 
Oepartmeot, said, "The Busch Area 
is the ideal place to hold this type of 
event because we've set up eumples 
of laod•managemenl techniques lhiit 
conserve our natural resources._ We -
are anxious to share our lmowledgt 
and foster proper land stewardship -
for future generations." 

Sessions will be led by profession-

als from ~ch •ocies as the Soil and 
Water District, the Missoori Depart­
ment ol Consetvi1tioo, the National 
Weather Service, the Natural Re­
soorces Conservation Service, St. 
Louis Science Center, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineer~. U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, U11iversity Extcn• 
sion and other coOEiervation partne-n;, 

Other presenters include sludents 
Crom Francis Ho~ell High School's 
stream team and SAFE (Students 
Acting (or the environment), Recy­
cle Round-Up, Wild Canid SuTVival 
and ReSf'..1rr.h Center and the World 

Bird Sanctuary. 
"This is a wooderf~ opportooity 

for students in our community lo 
spend a day outside, get their hands 
dirty and expand their knowledge of 
natural resources," said CoordinalOC' 
Trish McCrakt!n. She added, "We 
have 400 students on a waiting list 
now, so I hope the sua:eSll oC Uiis 
festival will lead to many more festi­
vals in the years to come." 

The (estinl is a pilot event and 
community service project coordinat­
ed by McCracken, an AmcriCorps 
member. 
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MEDFORD, OREGON 

• Ameri Corps -re~ru.lts . yoUJh if or ---~;c :_~-= 

• employriient pr<>gram. J.n RE.NF :t~c:·,i; 
The United States Department 

of Agriculture''(USDA) b.ls begun 
recruitment for the AmeriCorps 
natiooal • service· projects lhal the 
Department will run on the Olym­
pic National Forest near Port 
Townsend Washington and on the 
Rogue River National Forest near 
Medford Oregon starting in Octo:. 
ber, 1994. • · • 
- AmeriCorps ·is .. President 

Clinton· s national service • initia­
tive that allows diverse groups of 
young . people to ··earn college_ or 
vocational school scholarships 
while perf onning critical service to , 
meet human. environmental. pub- , 
lie safety, and edu~tiooallieeds. 
Participants _in die program will 
work for approximately 10 months 
earning a stipend of at ~t $7,500 
.and ·-ihen receive an educational 

' award worth S4,tis. • 
•: - The '32 participauts .fo the 
Olympic National f~~­
and 35 participants _ln-_the ·Rogue 
River National Forest'program will 
restore watersheds, restore _streams 
to enhaDce r~ babiw. com­
plete habitat surveys. renovate dc-­
velopcd recreation sites, roostruct 
and mamwn trails and a host or 

~r natural resource. projects. _; . • national USDA AmeriCoq,s Ii« ~ - _ -~ 
Any citizen age 17orolderis & ·at 1-800-8804183. . -..:. · -~-

. - -~ 
eligib_le to apply for the progr:11J!_ . ~Secretary of Ag~IUU:C Mike 
however it is anticipated thallllOSI Espy urges all interested ~ri­
parti~pants will be bet~~ ~8 and ca~s '., to apply. _' E_spy •. said • 
23. There is no maximum or mini- ~AmeriCorps is grounded in the 
mum family income ·required to mainstream values of community, 
apply. Applications will be accepted responsibility, and opportwlity. It 
until September 16. • • •. • • is ·good for the ~cipants. who 

• '·'To apply for the program or benefit from i~ ability to 
obtain more informati~ cill Dave - attend coilege or·voca_tiooal school-

. Johnson at (206) 7(',_57~WJ '(Olym0 . :.good for the c90ummities, which 
pie National Forest), Mindy Martin benefit . ~m· their services--and _ ,, .--- _ 
at (503) 560-3404 (Rogue River good for the country, which ben-
_National Forest) or the toll-free efilS from a renewed civic pride. 



RED WING REPUBLICAN EAGLE 
LEWISTON, MINNESOTA 
NOVEMBERS, 1994 

AmeriCorps members begin work 
with Soil Conservation Service . 

LEWISTON, Minn. - Four AmeriCorps members includ· 
ing Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing have started work with the 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. They are among 20 Ameri· 
Corps members selected to work in Minnesota for one 
year . They will be working on a project designed to 
improve water quality of the Whitewater River Watershed 

. in~lud ing improved _nutrient and pesticide management. 



SALINA JOURNAL 
SALINA, KANSAS 
SPETEMBER 12, 1994 

ftansas to receu,e 18 
Amerlco~s~olu'nt~n • 

. • pEKX_"".:..•ooi~~in-'· ·: .. 
:nolced -Fri~y tliat ~ . Allier\.: 
korps voJ1mteers will work in 
!nooa-damaged areas and for ' I . • , 

1agricultur~ projec~., . 
: Joel Berg, director-or national 
,service at the u .s. Department 
!of Agriculture', said the vohin; 
jteers will wo·rk in rural irw to 
!renovate windbreaks an<i rTi:!ah 
;federal .parks .In Kanias. •• 
: Two teams of five ·volunteers, 
jbased in Oakley and &ott. City,·· 
;will do windbreak renovation. 
! Another five teams~ each with 
;three members, will work on ~ 
:wetlands project;,s.' They ·wru be" • 
based in Topeka; Emporia,' Man­
hattan, Hays and Hutchinson. 

Another 20 peoQle will work to 
restore federal and state parks 
1!amaged by the 1993 fiood . . f. ' · 

Among other things, they will . 
,pick up debris, paint signs and . 
;picnic tables, remove dead trees· 
I Three othet 'volunteers will ' -.. 
:work in watershed alid:'aip.icul-· 
:tural projects. ' 



-­~ ~ -~~ 

CIIAUENGING PEOPLE TO SHAPE A BETTER Ft.J7URE Now 

Working 
from the 
Ground Up 

Amber Porter-Perifory, 11 first 
grader at Veroou Elea,entnry, 
lends a lland to R•.-t Smith, a 
volunlrer with Aml!riCorps' 
En ,·irnCorps. 

'T1lt' hl'O wert part of a group of 
volunteer.; and Vrrnon stude■t!i 
planting shrubs in Alberta Park 
recently. 
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Rogue forest s·el'ected 
for youth servi'c~. pr_oject 
By PAUL FATTIG projects, fence building - all 
of the Mail Tribune • kinds of things. We're really ex-

• . • cited about il" 
The Rogue River National Moreover, it will provide lo-

~orest has been sel~ted ~ a cal youth an opportunity to gain 
site, for ~ne o( Pr1:s1dent _Clin- , work experience and earn an 
ton s national service proJects. educational voucher for college 

The local AmeriCorps pro- or trade school, he said. 
ject, in which youth will earn at "This program isn't targeted 
least $7,500 and an educational to any one group," he said. "The 
voucher of$4,725 for 10 months only requirement is to have a 
of work, will begin in late Sep- high-school diploma, a GED or 
tember or early October, said a willingness to work toward 
Rogue forest spokesman Tom one." . 
Dew. Anyone 17 or older may apply 

"This is going to be a real by calling 1-800-880-4183. It 
benefit for the region," Dew isn't known yet how many will 
said. "We have a lot of projects participate in the local project. 
on the forest that need to be "We hope a lot of them will be 
done that are labor intensive - coming from this area," Dew 
trail maintenance, recreational see CORPS, Page 4A 

Corps 
f~mPage 1A 
• 

sOid. "We want to do something 
fer communities here." 
;Jt is one of 42 AmeriCorps pro­

jects throughout. the nation an­
npunced this week by the Depart- ,. 
raent of Agriculture. The projects • 
ate funded in part by the Corpora­
ta:>n for National and Community ' 
Service, an independent federal 
corporation -created "by .the Na- . 
tC>nal and ·' Community-: Service . 
'I'tust • Act of 1993. The "national ,. 
pi-ograms include everything from 
~rking in national forests to pro- . 
nioting rural development, even 
helping with flood-relief projects 
in the Midwest. 

Some $200,000 is·expected to be . 
available for the local Ameri­
Corps project through Clinton's 
economic-adjustment initiative, • 
Dew said. 

The base for the project will · 
either be in Prospect at an old 
Boise Cascade Corp. nursery or in 
the Applegate Ranger District, 
Dew said. Negotiations continue 
with Boise Cascade on ll!asing the 
old nursery known as Camp Katy-
did, he said. -; . 

"We h·aven't finalized that yet," 
he said. "We prefer the Prospect 
area. But no matter where we put 
the base facility, we would run 
spike camp elsewhere." . 

Meanwhile, an unrelated eight­
week forest work camp for teen­
agers operated by the nonprofit 

. Northwest Youth Cqrps based in 
Eugene is set to open Monday in 
the Prospect Ranger District. The 
33 youths from timber-dependent 
communities will be housed in 
tents in the district, unless the 
le_ase agreement is signed with 
Boise"~ the Katydid site, he said. 

Those participanli will be pajd 
$4.~5 an hour, working 38 hours a 
week on forest projects, Dew said. 

In addition to creating employ­
ment for youth, the camp will 
provide education while prl)mot­
ing teamwork, discipline, respon­
sibility and self-confidence. That. 
camp will bE: f11nded by the Forest 
Service as part of a $225,000 
package that also includes the 
cost of the projects, he said. 

The AmeriCorps project, which 
begins a month after that camp 
ends, is expected to expand be­
yond the borders of the national 
forest to include work with the 
Bureau of Land Management, the 
National Park Service and other 
agencies, Dew said. 

"It cbu!d plso include work in 
rural communities," he said, not­
ing the economic _problems' raced . 
by timber-dependent comrpuni- . 
ties. "We want to be able to help ·:· 
rural communities as well as area 
, :n11 fh" 



GE'ITI THI GS ·· 
In Rural Soatlt CaioJina 

"There is no member of the U.S. Congress mQ_re committed to the AmeriCorps program than IJ:lm. 1 feel 
v~ry strongly about volunteerism," 6th District CorQiSSman James Clyburn on Tuesday tells tl)p.-,",,r ~uth Car­
olina members of the national service _erogram--~n by President Clinton. TheAmeriCcrps me. mbers are in 

1 Santee for a two-day training session. (T&D ~~ Dav.k:f,.R Pnillips). . ~ _ . . 

AmeriCorps 6uilds spirit to t!gtit 
bate of Oklafioma City, Glyburn says 
By GENE CRIDER 
T&D Staff Writer 

SANTEE, S.C. - It was a day when AmeriCorps 
members showed what they can accpmplish by work­
ing together. 

And they received encouragement from 6th Dis­
trict Congressman James Clyburn, who said experi­
ences such as theirs can prevent occurrences such as 
the Oklahoma City bombing by teaching people to 

. work t.ogether. • 
The 40 South Carolina members of the r.a.tional 

service program started by President Clinton. spent 
much of the morning Tuesday cleaning the town of 
Sant.ee - painting the town police department, clean­
ing the roadside along Highway 15 and making re-
pairs t.o a nearby day care center. • 

'f!le AmeriCorps members are in Santee for a 

two-day training session. Besides attending work­
shops on everything from using time wisely to serv­
ing customers, members also heard Clyburn express 
his suppott for the program. 

"There is no member of the U.S. Congress more 
committed to the AmeriCorps program than I am," 
Clyburn said. "I feel very strongly about volun­
t.eerism." 

Everyone ought to find something to do with their 
energy and enthusiasm, for which they are not paid, 
Clyburn said. Every meaningful job he has had has 
not paid a salary, he said. 

And v.ol.J!nt.eerism does not go unnoticed, he said, 
relating the story-Qf how his volunteer efforts while 
he was a school teacher led to his becoming director 
of an area Neighborhood Youth Program. 

Please see AmerlCon>S, 2B 
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Americorps member Ryan Webster, left, was recently honored for his part in saving the life 
of a Louisville man. With him are Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, Melinda Owens, 
Rick Martin and Scott Kolling (McPherson and Marquette EMS member who trained Webster 
in life-saving techniques). 

AmeriCorps member 
helps save man's life 

Kansas USDNAmcriCorps Mem­
ber Ry:in Wcbs1cr, ,. hilc providing 
extra hours of service on July 23, 
r.clpcd save the life of Clyde Whocl ­
cr, 44, Louisville, al Tuule Creek 
Reser oir. 

W•.'.islcr received his CPR/firsl aid 
trair ,,ng from Amcricorps member 
Sc .,ll i\.olling, EMT-1/C who is with 
L'ie McPherson EMS and director of 
1hc Marqucllc EMS. 

Both Wcbs1er and Kolling were 
!1onored by Sccrclary of Agricu hure 
[ ::n Gl ickmJn during Lhc KansJs 
·;1atc Fair in Hu1chin.~on. 

Al aboul 4 p.m on the day of 1.hc 
accidelll , \\'cbs1cr and Tuulc Creek 
Stale Park ConscrvJtion Office r 
Randy ConrJd were nca.r the Big Dog 
MarinJ ..., hrn they heard screaming. 
When they investigated, they found 
Whee !er, ..., ho had been in an inner 
tube being pulled by a Ranger bass 
boat. 

The boal slowed to an idle to tum 
around 10 pick up Wheeler. When the 
driver was unabl.! 10 s1eer away, the 
rear propclk r nf the boat caught 
Wheeler ' s rc~1. inJl ic ting severe in­
juries . T..., o park employres in a bvJl 

'\ ' 1 ' p • - ' ~ 

'-1 was thankful that I 
was there. But I 
wished that I hadn't 
been ... anybody in 
my position would 
have done the same 
h• " t mg ... 

Ryan Webster 
With Wheeler on shore, Webster, 

along with Conrad began giving first 
aid. Webster said that he was able to 
use the first aid tra ining given to him 
and the other USDA/AmcriCorps 
members by Kansas Health and Safe­
ty Extension Council (KHaSEC) 
AmeriCorps. 

Webster said they worked with the 
victim for about 25 minu tes even 
though it "seemed like an eternity ." 
After pulling on latex gloves, the first 
thing they did when in the boat was 
to elevate the victim's legs and stop 
the bleeding. The injury extended 
from the wai st to the knee with a 

Member 
From MEMBER, Page 1 

three to four inch wide wound expos­
ing lhe leg bone, muscle and tendons. 
The bones in the ankle of the other 
)cg were also exposed. Webster said 
be kept talking to the victim to keep 
him from going into shock. 

The first Responder and E_MT to 
arrive at the scene was Joe Oark. 
When he arrived, he discovered that 
Wheeler had lost half a foot, had sev­
ered an artery, along with other in­
juries. Clarie said the "kid" tWebster) 
had a towel over the wound and was 
applying pressure. "He was doing , 
fine job .. .I was glad they wae there." 

Cl:irk said the victim had lost 85 to 
90 percent of his body fluids and they 
were having trouble gelling a blood 
pressure reading. Clarie said the ac­
tion of Webster and Conrad -saved 
the victim's life. -

Webster said he had learned thr 
man's injuries were too severe for the 
Manhauan hospital to handle, and the 
man was flown to the University of 
Kansas Medical Center. 

When Webster was praised for his 
actions he said, "I was thankful that I 
was there. Rut I wished that I hadn't 
been ... anybody in my position 
would have done the same thing .. . 
the incident has crossed my mind ev­
ery night before I go to sleep." 



·j 

,'"\ lt::~Ler ifUl l u. . .::H, ,1,J.1,,.,L, •. J1. .. .. ,vvJ. r-'"''•h,,i-JU...) 

stating the day will not be observed has out- our dis;{ey-~d outrage that a day .. . ae- woman LO oe recug uzeo a.s c4ucti;:,,.. vv~•-'J. 

'.•. ~ 

t > .. ,,~:: 
•> _,.,.. __ .,. 

' _,., 

:~~ 
\,\. '• ,;, . 

TREES OF REMEMBRANCE 

:t)~~:~ ~~-Yt~;;~;. -~i?. .. . 
Photo by Sieve Kl•ver 

Sue Andersen and Matt Hall plant a sil ky doo gwood along the Musconetcong River in Asbury. Thousands of trees and shrubs 
are be ing planted this week in memory of t he Oklahoma City bomb ing vic t ims and to commemorate Earth Day as part of Ame­

r icorp National Week of Service. 
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Chris Young/The State Journal Register 
Retired farmer Wes Hilst of Manito volunteered to help AmerlCo,p WOiken glean beans from a patch too weedy for harvesting equip, 
ment. The beans W8N later dellveNcl to neeclr l'8liclents In the..._ 

• • arvesting Hope 
Attempt made 
to keep from 
wasting food 
By ROSALYNNE HARTY 
REGIONAL EDITOR 

HAVANA- Harve~t season comes 
early and often ~ Mason County. The 
pea harvest comes in June, and green 
beans are ready by July. 

Typically, convoys of mechanical 
pickers move in and make quick work 
of the harvest, giant headlights mov­
ing up and down the fields all night so 
as to gather vegetables at their peak. 

But on this particular day, the har­
vest looks much as it might have 100 
years ago, pod by pod, bean by bean, 
from hand to sack. The familiar thud­
thud of green beans hitting the bot­
tom of brown grocery bags makes the 
field seem kitchen-friendly instead of 
the starting point in an international 
food business. 

Holding an uprooted plant upside 
down by its claw-like roots, Pam 
Wingerter giggles softly. 

"I wonder if.this is what it would be 
like to pluck chickens" she mused, 
plucking bean after bean from the 
tangled canopy of leaves. 

Wingerter was part of a small crew 
of volunteers painstakingly harvest­
ing green beans from a sunflower­
choked patch that mechanical har­
vesters had skipped. Dubbed Harvest­
ing Hope, the Illinois River Valley 

AmeriCorps program conn!!ctS needy° 
families with fresh produce that 
would otherwise go to waste. 

While there are other AmeriCorps 
gleaning programs gathering surplus 
foods from restaurants and other 
sources, the Mason County program 
was the first of its kind. 

"We're unique in that we grow 
these vegetables," explains Mason 
County Farm Service director Rod At­
terberry, who is also selVing as Ameri­
Corps project director. "I thought, why 
not try gleaning these?" 

Crops can be abandoned for a vBFi­
ety of reasons, explained Atterberry, 
who grew up in the area. Some crops 
are left standing because they're in 
hard-to-harvest spots, such as a low 
spots or weedy areas that might jam 
expensive equipment. Other crops 
may not quite meet the size or pie-

ture-perfect standards set by com­
mercial canners such as Del Monte or 
Green Giant, but are still edible. 

"One thing you learn is how much 
goes to waste, and it's a lot," says vol­
unteer Janice Newman, whose hus­
band Bryan is pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Havana. 

In this case, the green beans and 
sunflowers alike would have been 
disked under by noon, to clear the 
field .for a second bean crop, accord­
-ing to farmer Ron Vance. 

"I'm glad to see someone get the 
benefit,• Vance said. 

In some cases, AmeriCorps worker 
Mary Catherine Peters said, growers 
are going out of their way to help the 

See HOPE on page 48 
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food-gatberlng effort, leaving har­
vestable end rows or lending equip­
ment and sometimes workers. The 
Illinois Conference of Churches. has 
,also gotten Involved In a major way, 
chipping In money, volunteers and a 
promise to try and keep the gleaning 
effort going next year, according to 
Atterberry. 

"The community has backed us 
JOO percent," said Atterberry. "No 
one has told us no." 

The food-rescue effort Is a daunt­
g task, Involving recruiting and 

transporting volunteers on short llo-
ce, hours of manual labor, and rac­

'(pg against the clock to get quickly 
• perishable vegetables to families and 

laJ agencies that can use them. 
"Our biggest problem Is finding 

h-ansportatlon to take them," said Pe­
ters. 
• Everyone from the Mason County 
,iterlff to car dealers to a local tavern 
owner has gotten Involved In the pro­
ject, either driving, picking, or stor-

, )ng vegetables in coolers until they 
• can be distributed. 

Retired farmer Wes Hilst of Ha­
vana and Manito has lent both trucks 
and time to the project. 

• "I saw they were doing something 
for the people who really need some 
help," said Hilst, deftly making a 
lnountaln of beans. "You've got to 
11eep your mind occupied and stay 

The low-income 
recipients had to take 
classes in freezing and 
food safety in order to 

receive the produce. 

busy, that's all It takes." 
At a gleaning field, the volunteers 

always post a sign explaining the pro­
ject. Most wear special T-shirts -
"Feeding All, Wasting None" - to 
show they are part of Harvesting 
Hope. 

"We have an agreement with the 
farmers," explains Peters, a recent 
college graduate from Iowa City who 
Joined ArnerlCorps to help repay col­
lege loans. "They know we're here 
for a reason, to help the community, 
but they don't want just anyone In 
their fields." 

Both Peters and fellow Amert­
Corps worker Jennifer Clark of 
Lewistown come from farm back­
grounds and said the field work was 
actually a welcome change from sit­
ting In classrooms - or past farm 
summers walking beans. 

"Jennifer was saying It was a lot 
more fun picking the produce than 
picking weeds," Peters laughed. "It's 
a lot more encouraging to see what 
you're actually getting." 

cording to Atterberry, Is that tradi­
tional food pantries are not set up to 
handle fresh vegetables. Instead, the 
harvest typically go to coolers at local 
stores until recipients can pick it up, 
as well as to agencies that can quickly 
utilize the produce in lunch pro­
grams. 

The low-income recipients had to 
take classes In freezing and food safe­
ty In order to receive the produce. 

Wingerter Is one of the food recipi­
ents along with her mother. The 
training even Included donated freez­
er bags, she explained. 

"So many of the recipients are old• 
er and can't come and do this," she 
explained, between thuds of beans. "I 
thought I should try to do what I can." 

The vegetables are a welcome ad­
dition to the family menu and a bud­
get stretcher, she said. " It's really 
been a blessing," she Sl1id. 

On this particular day, Wingerter 
and a handful of other volunteers -
ranging from Hilst to Newman's 16-
year-old daughter, came, and friend 
Michelle Hood - hand-harvest 450 
pounds of beans. The produce quick­
ly found its way to 41 low-Income 
families, a senior citizens lunch pro-.. 
gram, and area nursing homes. 

An earlier gleaning project, with 
assistance from Del Monte, yielded 
1,000 pounds of peas. Later in the 
summer, the harvest will Include po­
tatoes and sweet com. 

The initial goal was Just to supply 
fresh vegetables to about 15 local 
families, • according to Atterberry. 

But the harvests have been abundant 
enough they had to cas,t a wider net, 
sending shipments as far away as 
Contact Ministries in Springfield and 
the Salvation Army in Pekin. Secre­
tary of Agriculture Dan Glickman 
also received a sample of Mason 
County peas when he visited Chicago 
to promote restaurant-gleaning ef­
forts there. 

Mason County, while rich agricul­
turally, has 17 percent of Its house­
holds living In poverty, Atterberry 
points out. . ' 

With quick-drying sandy soils and 
an aquifer that lends Itself to irriga­
tion, the county has )>ecome a major 
grower of popcorn, sweet com, and Is 
renowned for the juiciness of Its mel­
ons. Consistently among the top ten 
counties In Illinois for overall vegeta­
ble production, according to the 1992 
Census of Agriculture, Mason County 
also ranks among the top 50 counties 
in the nation in production of snap 
beans and cucumbers, and among the 
top 75 counties for production of 
peas. 

Modern harvesting methods no 
longer leave a few beans or ears of 
com in every row, the way Atter­
berry remembers fields from his 
youth. 

" Somethi ng like sweet corn , 
there's nothing left" after a combine 
rolls through, he says. 

Nonetheless, the pockets of left­
over vegetables add up. 

"We can't get to every patch," At­
terberry says. " But we can make a 
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, MIKE KOEPKE/PLAINSMAN 

Matt Sibley' left Huron High Sc~ool 10th-grader, and Wendie Johnson, HHS 11th-grader, 
along with ~the; students and members_ of the community, plant willow trees at Gibbs ~ark 
in Huron early Friday mornln,.g for Arbor O8.Y• . .: ' .~ 

.A.1ivl~- ·, meillor1al 
' ~l • • ' 

' ' 

0klahoma bombfng\rictirris 
honored· in Arbor·'Ilay event 
BY ROBERT PORE · 1' • • • , , , 

OFTHE PLAINSMAN . , • . 

The memory of the . ies p~~ple w:ho died in the 
bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma 
City a year ago was honored at ~n ~bor Day 
tree planting ceremony at Hw:on s Gibbs Par~ 
Friday. • • 

"Nationally, all federal eIIJ.ployees and .the 
.Americorps program have taken the time during 
the week to remember the euiplpyees and people 
that lost their lives in that tragedy," said Joyce 
Watkins communications officer'for the Natural 

' I a, • 

Resources Conservation Service:, . 
"These tJ ees that we plant in their memory 

will be a hen •fit for many, 'manf years," she said. 

"It's a ·fitting way to honor their memory." 
The one-year anniversary was April 19. Dur­

ing that day employees at the federal office 
building in Huron observed 168 seconds of 
silence in ~emory of the dead. 

The manager of the Beadle Conservation Dis­
trict s·aid the trees that will take root at Gibbs 
Park will be a living memorial to the bombing 
victims. • ' 

"By planting trees we leave a lasting legacy 
for generations to come," said Judy Tschetter. 

Joining NRCS members were Earth Team 
volunteers, Retired & Senior Volunteer Program 
members and 16 members of Huron High 
School's natural resources class. 

Watkins said the 200 willow seedlings were 
planted to mark -the closing of Gov. Bill Janklow's 
"Year to Celebrate the Land." . 
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The ·trees wer,e doriate.d 'in Team ~embe~ Grace •Haie, O~e 
honor of Lila· and' Robert Banks Butler . 'and · Gene Kingdon 
of lu\p'id City aµd .Wtll a.Qd Ollie un:veil'ed a plaque cotfunemorat-• 
Rup~l by .Qick and Joan'Hru:t ~f ing continued comm-unity 
Sturgi . . ·' in\folvemept and coopet"ation in 

."The 200 trees . that were c<;mservatioq projects. · • 
donate4. for ~he planting tod·ay . "As well as .recqgnizing ·Arbor 
are part ofa _program .designedto Day, tpis comm.emor.ative .'tree 
help save the .state tree.,pursery planting is part (lf a .long-range 

· in Watertowut :I'schetter,said. . plan tQ g,evelop 'and eµhance 
' Under the prograJn, South Gibbs Park," .said Huron Com­
Bakotans could donate. $50 and mission~r-Jeff~oyd. 
ha_ e. 100 trees _planted in the The park is l~ted 1.5 miles 
county of their choice. south of Huron Mall on the east 

Last · year,' . Watkins said, ide pf the road. .' . 
Americorps members in coopera• • . .!- In other Arbor DliY activities, 
tioii with Beadle Conservation state distfict1 forester John Hin­
District. and the dty .. of Hur~m -ners of Jlu11op and Parks and 
P~irks and Recreation Depart- Recreation director {,a.Ron Klock 
ment planted trees .in Gibbs WJlre taking trees, to Huron third­
Park. • • •• graders. Ts<;hetter plans to-do the 

Friday, Mike Knigge, a ! 95 same next week for Heartland 
Americorps graduate,. and Errtn , area thir~-gr,a~ers. 

. \ ~ 
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' Left to right: Roger 
Fahnestock, Jennifer Ox­
ford, Suzanne Abouc_h­
ahine, Jennifer Clark, Ag 

Secretary Dan Glickman, 
Michael Mulqueen, Director 
of Greater Chicago Food 
Devasitory, Rod Atterberry. 

- AmeriCorps kicks 
off summer·1deaning 

On June 7, the Illinois River 
Valley AmeriCorps team trav­
eled to Chicago to kick-off a 
summer of gleaning with Secre­
tary of Agriculture Dan Glick­
man. Stephen Scates, executive 
director of the Illinois Farm 
Service Agency, accompanied 
the five AmeriCorps members 
along with coupty and _project 
director, Rod Atterberry. 

The AmeriCorps members 
·developed the gleaning program 
Harvesting Hope for the resi• 
dents of Mason and southern 
Tazewell counties -to rescue veg~ 
etables that might otherwi·se go 
to waste and distribute them to 
families in need of fresh pro-
duce . The vegetables may go 
unharvested due to a variety of 
reasons including: .market cos: 

Volunteers help Harvest 
Hope begin' successfully 

, metics, weather problems, cost­
effectiveness of additional har­
vests and surplus. 

While in Chicago, Secretary 
Glickman and the Harvesting 
Hope program donated 20 
ppunds of fresh gleaned_ peas to 
the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository. Members of the 11.Jinois River 

Valley Farm Service Agency 
AmeriCorps team kicked,-off the 
Harvesting Hop·e gleaning pro­
ject in Mason and southern 
Tazewell counties . Volunteers 
gleaned and distributed over 
300, pounds .of peas to 41 fami­
lies in the area and over 700 
pounds to the Cont act Min­
istries, Springfield, the Salva' 
tion Army and Christian Civic 
Outreach in Pekin. 

• Har.vesting Hope was devel­
oped by the Illinois River Valley 
AmeriCorps team to i-esc,ue veg­
etables that would otherwise· go 
unharvested due to unsatisfac­
tory ~arket cbsmetics, weather 
problems, cost-effectiveness of 
additional harvests and· sure 
plus. , , 

The success of the .Harvest­
ing Hope program stems from 
the involvement of local volun­
teers. Bryan and Janice ·New­
man and their daughter Carrie 
·of the First. Baptist Church of 

• Havana participated in the ·first 
day of gleaning. . • 

"We felt it was a good oppor­
tunity to give a. little time to 
son.i~tl;iip,_g_ that was ,s,o piftE;1r,ey,t 
f9i ,us,"

1 
Bryan

1
Ne.wman said of 

. tniJ gl~artirig experience. •tt'~ 
• amazing how many _people you 
can help in such a short period 
of time--a small sacrifice you 
can make for others." 

Other volunteers for the first 
day of gleaning included: Lori 
Thiessen, Duane Himmel, and 
Kevin Donoho from the Natu:ral 
Re~ource Conservation Service 
and volunteers from Del Monte. 

On june 12, another group of 
volunteers donated their time to 
glean over 700 pounds of peas. 
The volunteers included -Duane 
Carr, Denn.is Carr, Ad,am 
Houghton; Andrew Houghton, 
and Robert Hanson from Boy 
Scout Troop 166; Eric Stelter, a 
local grower; Louis , Loren , 
Logan and Lydia Kunz and 
Ancil Blod,gett of the Havana 
Southern Baptist Church; Ter• 
essa and Lauri Bartell, Sarah 
Owens, and Harold Winsor, all 
area residents. 

The harvested pea vines 
were taken to Del Monte •lieads 
quarters in Manito by trucks 
donated by Havana Chrysler 
'and B&B Motors . Del Mont'e 
volunteered a pea harvested to 
'separate the peas from the pods 
and vines .. Gary Molid, a field . 
rep of Del Monte , advises. 
AmeriCorps members on har­
vesting •dates and by-passed 
fields. 

Sheriff Walker of the Mason 
County Sheriffs Department 
and other area residents trans- . 
ported the cleaned and pack­
aged peas to, outlying distribu­
tion sites where recipients could 

·receive them. Wareco of Havana 
and Mason City provided ice 
water for the volunteers and 
freezer space .to cop! t)le vegeta­
bles. The Brick in Bath and the 
Green Valley Food Pantty•also 
donated their facilities as distri-
bution sites. . , , 

Through the combined effort 
. of JoJaJ vofunteers, Harvesting 
Hope will continue to feed fami­
lies in need of fresh vegetables 
in Mason ' and southern 
Tazewell counti.es. The Illinois 
Conference of ·Churches, a· pro- • 
ject co~sponsor; provided mime­
·tary ~onations to Harvesting 
Hope to purchase necessary 
materials for volunteers. 

Food recipients will also 
receiv.e green beans, po,tatoes, 
·and sweet corn througho~t the· 
summer. 

If you would.like more ipfor­
mation or want to get involved 
with the Harvesting Hope pro­
~w,,. 1please contact, an Ameri-

. ~r,~ piembei; at (30~)643.:i 
2582. • • 

, "These peas demi;mstrate 
how· AmeriCo'rps members have 
put their energy and enthusi­
asm il)fo these efforts to help 
comrr1(\inity members· who are 
hungry," stated Secretary of 
Agriculture Glickman. 

Atterberry presented the 
peas by stating, "Secretary 
Glickman's ·support of Ameri­
Corps and commitment to food 

• rescue has made programs like 
our Harvesting Hope fresh veg­
_etables gleaning program possi­
ble." 

·AmeriCorps members also 
' toured the newly constructed 

Mother's Cupboard Food fantry 
located in the Robert Taylor 
homes. • 
- Ameriporps is President 
Clinton'.s national service pro­
gram, passed with ,bilpartisan 
support from Congress, that 
allows Americans of all back­
grouflds to serve their commu-

. nities in exchange for educa-
• tional awards that can be used 
to pay for college, graduate 
school, job training, or existing 
student loans. USDA sponsors 
rural development, environmen­
tal protection, and anti•hunger 
projects that engage up to 1,35'0 
of the 25,000 ·members· in the 
overall AmeriCorps program. 1 AmeriCorps is President 

Clinton's national service pro­
-~am, passed with a bi-partisan 
support from Congress, that 
allows Americans of all back- ' ' • 
grounds to serve their commu­
nities in exchange for educa­
tional awards that can be used 
to pay for college, graduate 
school, job training, or existing 
student loans. USDA sponsors 
rural development, environmen-
tal protection, and anti-hunger 
projects that engage up to ,1,350 
of the 25,000 members in the 
overall AmeriCorps program. 

Mosquitoes , 
.. Itchy and scratchy red welts 

toll the bells of mosquito time in 
our county'. This year has 
'proven to be yet another w-0n­

: derful s~ason for these pests. 
The adult female mosquito, the re 
only on!! that bit·es a,nd sucks 

.,human blood, lays .her eggs in 
or near bodies of water. Thus, 
this 'year 's excessive late 
SJ!r\ng/early summer rainfall 
h'as proven to be quite positive , 
for mosquito development. 

Eggs are laid in clusters of 
' 50 to 200 and turn black or 
. brown .in color close to hatching. 
• The resulting larvae can live 
·- only .in water-where they 'float 
along with their large head·s 

o.atinl!'..~ th"- ~u.,._r,. ,,,.. 
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Lynn Coers, Manager of 
Rickett Grain Company of 
Forest City and Manit1>, 
greets Kyle Kuepker and.Tim 
,:Pavis from Continental 

Grain of Havana at the 50th 
anniversary •celebl)ation of 
Rickett Grain at the Forman 
Center on Wednesday., 

Registering for the dinner 
catered by Becky Woods 
were 235 customers and I • 
fri_ends. , 

Kevin Donoho, Lori , Catherine' Peters, Jennifer 
Theisen, Rod Atterb'erry, Clar~, Jean Stufflebean, 
Suzanne Abouchahine, Mary (;arrie Newman, Bryan New-

man, Jennifer Oxford, Jan­
ice Newman, Roger Fahne­
stock. 

Front: Suzanne Abouch.­
ahine, Jel)nifer Clark, Ag 
Secretary Dan Glickman, 

Stephen Scates, Rod Atter- Roger Fahnestock, Mar.y 
berry. Back: Jennifer Catherine Peters. 
Oxford, Jean_ Stufflebean,_~- • 

• Vacation Sbiys Available 

Pr~e View Care Center 
of Lewistown 

175 East Sycamore_• Lewistown 

j 
l 
' 



The Town Talk, Alexandria-Pineville, La. ; 

_ AmefiC()rps voIUllte~:rs ··_· .: .::;:,_,:,·1 

help~~Habitat ~o~<j ji~mµty:t 
' · • • I 

By Elizabeth P. Zach ' Lafayette. • •• . . . 
Staff reporter • • Ms. Dean started organizing 

Su~an Mattox wore her _navy the project two weeks ago. Marli. 
T-Sh1rt . proudly . Friday. Carrol, Executive Director of 
Embl~zonE:<1 acr~ss her fro!1t, it Rapides Habitat for Humanity~ 
read, Getting Things Done. • .. . found the house on Kathryrl 

An~ such was the motto of the Street suitable for the group•~ 

~liJ~;~::~i:; ind!~A:.t~B··:;-l;:l .. ~-:-A· ··'·1·•: ___ - FOR HUMANITY 
merucal, non-profit orgaliliation • · . 
dedicated to the elimination of : i • 
poverty housing. -.. ! ~: • , : . . • 

• ', "I'm proud to be here, even'in • .... I y .. ~ -. 9 · 9 6 
the heat," said Ms. Mattox, who ..- - • ....,,., ' 
works in Monroe as a natural 
resources conservation educator, 
as she took a break from painting 
the outside of a house ·on 136 
KathrynStreet. \',:.>.:~-,.::. .. ·•. 
•.Nearly 20 AmedCorps· volun­

teers like Ms. • Mattox from 
around·· the state gathered in 
Alexandria 'for the monthly clus­
ter mee_ti~g· and to ·wo~k on a 
Rapides Habitat for Humanity 
work site for an afternoon'. •···, .. : 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service pro­
gram that currently has 20,000 
Americans working in under­
served rural and urban areas. 

In return, the volunteers 
receive an educational award; 
which may be used to pay for col­
lege, job training, or graduate 
school, or to pay back student 
loans. . 

"I joined because my· mom 
works for the government and 
she told me about AmeriCorps 
and said I would be good at it," 
said ,Jessie;a Dean, . 18, an 
AmeriCorps volunteer who orga­
nized Friday's project with 
Habitat and who works in 

some_trung aone:: .. :··i-, • : 
•• The .AmeriCorps volunteers 
started·scrapiilg'the outside of 
the house about _il a.m. They 
then·put on a -single coat of a 
grayish blue painL _· • _- :: ~ : • _ 

Rachel Rbers· and . her son 
Larry, who live'..ln:the house, 
remained indoors,: occasionally 
peering- out to see··how the work 
was coming along. ,,; ; ,: 
. Habitat owns the: house and 

rents it to Ms. Rivers and her 
husband, but the goal is, to get 
the family to. own their home. .! 
· "The tenants are·.required to 
attend a series of meetings .where 

_ they learn.about budget.manage­
ment, home and community safe­
ty, home maintenance ·and 
upkeep and credit," said Carron:· 
• Rapides Habitat has .built • 

houses since its inception and 
has built six - houses since 
January. - . . . • .. 
: Approximately 75 people in 

Rapides Parish have been housed 
as a result ·of the work of those 
volunteering with the organiza­
tion. • - _. - .c • - -
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Group seeds clam beds 
Americorps members set up growth experiments 

By Bruce Kyle 
Of the NEWS Staff 

WALDOBORO - It 's a long way from the azalea 
gardens of Augusta, Ga., to the mud flats of Waldo­
boro, but for Americorps's Marjorie Goldberg, a day 
seeding clam beds was a truly "oozesome" 
experience. 

"This is my first time on a flat - we don't have 
anything like this in Georgia," the Americorps team 
leader said through a mask of muck Tuesday. "I 
never anticipated being in mud halfway to rriy knees 
when I signed up, but it's great. It's kind of fun to play 
in, plus we're doing something worthwhile." 

What Goldberg and 20 other Americorps members 
were doing wallowing about in Arthur's Cove at low 
tide was setting up protected clam beds and growth 
experiments, part of the Seeding For Maine's Future 
program going on along the coast on the designated 
National Day of Service. 

Americorps, called the domestic Peace Corps, has 
more than 100 members in Maine, working in projects 
in conservation, outdoor recreation, agriculture, pub­
lic health, homelessness, education and youth pro­
grams. Members commit to a year of service and 
receive a living allowance, health insurance and a 
financial award for education. 

Also on Tuesday, Americorps members and other 
volunteers were in Lubec's Cobscook Bay, seeding 
20,000 clams in two nets and 5,000 clams in each of five 
protector pockets. In Casco Bay, volunteers in South 

See Clams, B3, Col. 1 Marjorie Goldberg 
. I 
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Photo by Steve K laver 

Sue Andersen and Matt Ha l l plant a silky dogwood along the Musconetcong River in Asbury . Thousands of trees and shrubs are 
;,.;e ing planted this week in memory of the Oklahoma City bom bing vicrims and to com memorate Earth Day as pan of Ameri• 

corp Nationa l Week of Service . 



Anteri Corps deserves funding: : 
Value of volunteer program can't be measured in dollar~ . . 

AmeriCorps is one of President 
Clinton'.s favorite programs. It is 
on a Republican chopping'block. 
According to an opponent, it is not 
a volunteer program since the "vol­
unteers" are paid. That politician 
is ignorant of how the program· 
works or wants to confuse by sim­
plification. Sound~bite journalism, 
I think it's called. 

, Attending numerous waters~ed 
council meetings and agricultural 
field days, I have been struck by 
how often the most worthwhile in­
novations in technology, applic­
able science and productive com­
munity interaction depend on 
grant funding from a variety of 
sources to have a chance at im­
plementation. 

AmeriCorps is 'one example of 
such funding. Here on the Ore­
gon south coast, the volunteer I 
know best is J.R. Van Slyke. His 
assignment is watershed restora­
tion. His year of work has resulted 
in 150 Brookings Middle School 
students learning about watershed 

► • 

Guest 
Comment 
Milt 
Nelson 

1970s. The programs work the 
same way. 

'lb be effective, each participant 
must be a self- starter and like 
to work independently. At the 
same time, one must communi­
cate with many types of-people. 
In J.R.'s case, that means students, 
teachers, administrators, farmers, 
fishermen, workers, Oregon 

ecology. He has improved the ac- State University scientists and 
curacy of data gathering so the • politicians. In an ordinary job, one 
threatened listing of coho salmon does one set of tasks: line work­
as endangered can be forestalled. er, secretary, organizer, leader or 
He has organized the environ- publicist. J. R. did all of these and 
mental science teachers of every more. . 
Curry County school district into If he could have landed a reg­
a permanent relationship to ex- ular job, he would have. But be­
change ideas. He is a volunteer. cause he had a degree in histo-

How can that be, since he is ry and environmental science from 
supported by federal govern- the University of Wisconsin and 
ment funding? He is "earning" ap- could work at his assignment full 
proximately minimum wage, but time, he could be effective. He was 
his expertise is worth two or three able to work on a base built by a 
times that amount. How do I know preceding AmeriCorps volunteer. 
this? Because I directed the He isn't being paid what his 
work of over 100 Vista Volunteers skill level should command, but 
in a seven-year period in the he is rewarded. Direct payments 

at the en.d of his year can be ap­
plied to his student loan obliga. ' 
tion, or help fund gradaate 
school. And should he try again 
to land a regular job, who would 
not hire him, since he has ~uch 
a variety of valuable experi- • 
ence? Oh yes, he has 20,000 brdth­
ers and sisters doing similar· ~o- ' 
jects across the land. And s~~e : 
Politician thinks it all a waste. ◄ 

' . 
Farmers know best when -pro- •· 

jects are effective, because M~th- •· 
er Nature rewards or punislies. 
Stipended volunteer pro~s :. 
such as AmeriCorps see reljults :, 
judged in the same harsh WIJ.M. If •• 
the product of programs begun·by • 
politicians were to be evaluated 
in such a light, they would be 
maintained or ended on merit, not 
on partisan grounds. 

Milt Nelson is a freelance 
writer who corresponds for the 
Capital Press from the south coast 
of Oregon. He worked 25 years. in ~ 
human resource agencies. • 
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Assembled from all over U.S. 
Ame(iC-orps team takes on - • -

_ variety of projects in county 
By FRANCES BORSODl ZAJAC 
Herald-Standard Staff Writer 

societies and developed a survey form (for 
the historic si tes) . I'm trying to develop a 
data base for anyone who comes into the 

Since its members began arriving here area and is interested in the herita!!e," said 
:ast October, the first Fayene Co!.lnty Ameri- Kelso. -
Corps Team has tackled projects ranging The survey is expected to be completed 
from heritage preservation ro cie;ining up by the end of :the summer and copies will be 
illegal dumpsites to organizing a, food pro- given to the Regional Trails Corp. and -all 
ject for_ the hungry. historical societies along the trail, including 
. _ ··1t 's been very fulfilling because of the Connell sv ille Historical Society, Tri-Town 

kinds of work we are doin!!," sa id Adam Historical Society and Perryopolis Area Her-
Baake, 22, oi' Bellin!!ham. Wash. "You see itage Society. _ . 
direct b-enefits to the community - now and _ Improving sewage systems: Kelso has 
long term. There 's not many jobs out there been working .with USDA Rural Develop­
where you feel .every action has a concrete _ ment and Yough Sewpge Authority to link 
benefit " - funding sources with individuals not con-

The team. which has. a commitment to nected to any sewage system ~n the Dawson­
work throug h th e. f_e[ii,.r,;1J -_(i5cld _ve;J,r ;b.ar Vunderbi lt ~rea. He has hosted 1wo wwn 

ends Sept 30. consists of five young adults meetings for the project which cou ld affect 
with diverse backgrounds. up to 1.500 people. 
-- Baake, who has a historv deuei from Kelso noted federal fundin!! is available 
Cornell Uni versity, is among the youngest of on a limited basi s. but there is ~suall y a five -
the group. The other is local woman J:,ime year waiting period. • 
Fecek. 22. of Brownsville, who has a de!!ree - "'.Viv ~oal is to let them know there are 
:n ·public relations from California CniYersi- options available and a possible source of 
ty. fundi ng,'' he said. 

Team coordinator Susan Thagard. ~S. of National Road Hedtage Park - Flat 
•?insburgh. has a degree in fine an and acer- Iron Build_ing : Kelso is wo rking on a 

- tificate in planning from the uni versities of broch ure for the Flat Iron Building in 
:vlaryland -and Utah. Brownsville which is expected to be opened 

Craig Kelso. 25. is a native of Spring- to the p_ublic this fall as an interpretative and 
field. Mo .. who has a bachelor ·s degree in welcome center for the National Road. The 
history- from Southwest Missouri Staie L-ni- - brochure, which will be available on-site and 
,·ersirv. Last summer. he moved to :\ [organ- through mailings. will include information 
town and is working on a master's de!!ree in on Brownsville and area sites . Kelso said 
pubiic history at West Vi(ginia Uni vers:r:-'. Brownsville area artifacts. such as old pho-

Amy Myers. 28. is a native of .->.tianta. tographs and postcards. can be donated to 
Ga .. who has a bachelor's degree in poli,ical the interpretative center by contacting: the 
science from the liniversity of Maryland and Brownsvi lle Historical Society at :'lemacoiin 
a law degree from Marv land Law SchooL Castl e. • 

- - East End Community Center: On May 

"It's been very fulfilling 
because of the kinds of 

. work we ar.e doing ... You 
-· see di rect benefits to _the 

.... - d :eommumly - now an 
long term. There's not 
many-jobs out there 
where you feel every 
action has a concrete 
benefit." 

-ADAMBAAKE 
Fayene County 

.4.meriCorps Team_ member 

Amer iCo rp s is Preside nt Clinton's 
national service program,-operated by rhe 
United Stales Deoartment of A!!riculture 
(US DA). which e~gages- 20.000 .AJneric:ms 
in .performing service that meet~ community 
needs in return for an educational award. 
which may be used to pay for co llege. job 
training. graduate school or to pay back ,tu-
... __ _ , _____ ...,... ._ _ ---~-·-: .. . . . -.· ~ . ,.,..,.r1 C .. , r o ~ 

11 . Mvers led a team that included commu­
nitv members and other volunteers as they 
made -cosmetic improvements to the Union­
town center, located at 395 E. Main St. The 
center provides a safe h~ven for childrc,n to 
learn social and academic skill s th ro u!! h . 
c ne -o n-one tuto ring and- mento ring prO­
grnms. About 285 srudents panic ipate each 
v e:ir 
, F

0

aris Carpets and K-man donated paint 
and other materials for the project, whic h 
included paintipg both the interior and exte­
rior of the -center. 

·'Ultimately, the roof needs repaired and 
they need shelves,' ' said Myers. 

Fecek and Thagard were also involved 
- wi th the project. -

Junk ya rds: Myers is produc ing an 
inventory of junk yards along the National 
Road in Pennsv lvania with a ~oal of clean-
ing them up. - -

·Tve talked to three owners and they ' ve 
been cooperati ve ... said '.'v[yers. -

Myers said two junk yards in Brier Hill 
near the Pe ter Colle v Tavern and 
Brownsville_ Drive- in we're. rece ntl y pur­
~hased and the ne w owners are going to 
clea·n them up. 

She also said . there is a plan to replace a 
fence at Shartzer·s Auto Wreckers near 
Nemacolin Woodlands and that school chil ­
dren will be recruited to paint a mural on the -
new one . Ful)ding fo r the Farmington project 
w ill be made thro ugh the Nati onal Road 
H e rit:ic ~ P1 rk . 



··1t 's been very fulfilling b<:cause of 1he Connellsville His1oricai Socie1y, Tri-Town 
kinds of work we are doin2, •• said Adam His1orical Society and Penyopoli s Area Her­
Ba:ike, 22, oi" Bellingham. \Vash ... You see i1age Society. _ 
direct benefits to the community - now and _ Improving sewage systems: Kelso has 
long term. There ·s not many jobs out there been working with USDA Rural Qevelop­
wherc you feel .every action has a concrete _ ment and Yough Sewage Authority to li nk 
benefit... funcJ.ing sources with individua ls nm con-

The team. which has. :1 commitment to nected to any sewage sys1em -in the Dawson­
work 1hrouvh the. fr./ii,.r;J_I _(i5,JJJ vrJJ, 1.b.:i1 Vanderbil t :ire:i. He has hosted two town 
ends Sept. 3CJ. consists of five you-ng ~duits meetings for the projec1 whrch could affec1 
with diverse backgrounds. up to 1.500 people. 
- Baake . who has a hiswrv de 2ree from Kelso noted federal funding is available 
Corndl University, is among ihc:: youngest vi on a limited basis. but there is usually a five ­
the group. The other is local woman J::iime year waiting period. 
Fecek. 2:!. of Brownsvi lle. who has a de2ree · ··:vtv 2oal is to let them know there are 
:n public relations trom California Cnl\·ers,- options available and a possible source of 
1y. funding,· · he said. 

Team coordinator Susan Thagard. ::s. of ~ational Road Her:itage Park - Flat 
'Pinsburgh. has a degree in fine an and acer- Iron Building: Kelso is working on a 

• tificate in planning from the universi ties vi broch ure for the F\a1 Iron Building in 
c\llaryland ·and Utah . Brownsville which is expected to be opened 

Craig Kelso. 25 . is a native oi Spring- to the p_ublic this fall as an interpretative and 
fi eid . Mo .. who has a bachelor 's de 2ree in welcome center for the National Road. The 
his1ory from Sou1hwest Missouri Smi'e Crti- • brochure, which will be available on-site and 
versitv. Last summer. he moved to '.\lor2an- through mailin2s. will include information 
town and is workin2 on a master's de2ree in on Brownsville and area Sites. Kelso said 
public history at West Vi(ginia Univers:r:,. Brownsville area artifacts. such as old pho-

Amy '.\ll yers . :!8 . is a native of Atlanta. tographs and postcards. can be donated to 
Ga .. who has a bachelor 's degree in poli,ical the interpretative center by contact ing the 
,;c ience from the l.im>ersi1y of Maryland :md Brownsville Historical ?Ociety at Nemacolin 
a law degree from Maryland Law School. Castle. 

"It's been very fulfilling 
because of the kinds of 
work we are doing ... You 

· .see direct benefits tQ _the 

East End Community Center: On :vtay 
11. M"ers led a team that included commu­
nity members and other volunteers as they 
made-cosmetic improvements IO the Union­
town center, located at 395 E. Main St. The 
center provides a safe h~yen for children to 
learn social and academic skills through 
one-on-one tutori ng and- mentoring pro­
grams. About 285 srudents panicipate each 
ye:u-. -

Faris Carpets and K-man donated paint 
and other materials for the project, which 
included painti!(g both the interior and exte­
rior of the center. 

·'Ultimately, the roof needs repaired and 
they need shelves: · said Ylyers. 

Fecek and Tha2ard were also involved 

community - now _and 
long term. There's not 
many jobs out there 
where you feel every 
action has a concrete 
benefit." 

- with the project. - , 

-ADAMB..\._.),.,KE 
Fayette County 

.4.meriCorps Team. member 

Am e riCorps is Pres ident Clinton·s 
national service program,. operated by rhe 
Gnited States Deoanment of A2riculture 
(USDA ). which engages- 20.000 .A.meric:ms 
in-performing service that meet~ communi ty 
needs in return for an educational :1ward . 
which may b~ used to pay fo r college. job 
!raining. graduate school or IO pay b;ick .;ru-

. dent loans. The maiority of AnreriCorps 
members are wo rking in pannerships wirh 
states,- local governments and non-proiit 
n r!!:.J.nt i' :.inons. 

Locally . the Fayette Co unt y te2m ,s 
working through the Southwestern Pennsvl­
vania Heritage Preservation Commiss ion ·s 
1nternshrp program and is based tn the 
National Road Heritage Park headqua11ers in 
F:uminglon. 

The -heritage preservauon commission 
put together -the team. search ing for mem­
bers who were interested in heritage devel­
opment. 

• . .\meriCorps sites are s.:lec1ed because 
they meet any of three cri1eria: empower­
ment. enterprise or champion zones. Fayene 
County is a champion community. meaning 
it has met specific income and unemploy­
ment levels. 

Here is a breakdown of the various pro­
jects that involve the rayette County Ameri- • 
Corps Team: 

Youghiogheny Ri ver Trail: Kelso is 
compi ling an inventor,¥ of historical si te s 
that can be seen from 43 miles of the You2h 
River Trai l Nonh, which runs from McK­
eesport to Connellsville. Kelso estimated. 
there are 30, including coke ovens . patch. 
mwns. the Overholt Distillery. He will then 
develop interpretative materials fo r the sires . 
Funding to produce the materials (possibly 
plaques) is not avail able at this time. ;:im the 
pro g ra m wiil be ready should fund ing 
become available. 

·-rve been going to various hi storical 

Junk yards: Myer1 is producing an 
inventory of junk yards along the National 
Road in Pennsvl\'ania with a 2oal of clean-
ing them up. • -

·-rve talked to three owners and they ' ve 
been cooperati ve ... said :Vlyers. -

Myers said two junk yards in Brier Hill 
near the Peter Colle y Tavern and 
Browns,·ille Drive-in were recently pur­
~hased and the new owners are going to 
clea·n them up. 

She also said there is a plan to replace a 
fence at Shartzer·s Auto Wreckers near 
Nemacolin Woodlands and that school chil­
dren will be recruited to paint a mural on the · 
new one . Funding for the Farmingmn project 
will be made thro u~h the National Road 
Herita~e Park. -

Planting historic trees: A tree-pl:Jnting 
ct:remony will take place from Connellsville 
10 !):iwsnn M:,y 25 alon:: rhe Youih River 
Trail usin2 seeds fro m famous trees . The 
work is being done in cooperation with the 
Regional Trails Corp. and Allegheny-Power. 
which is supplyiRg the trees. 

Myers said local officials can choose up 
to 20 trees from a variety of historic sources. 
such as a white ash from the Cincinnati 
home of Harriet Beecher Stowe. author of 
··uncle Tom·s Cabin:" a paper birch from 
the Ponsmouth. :-1 .H .. boarding home where 
f;11her of the G.S. Na~y. John Paul Jones, 
hved: a honev locust from ·the tree that pro­
vided shade io President Abraham l::incoln 
when he delivered the famed Gettysburg 
Address: a chestnut oak from Stratford Hall, 
Va .. the binhplace of Roben E. Lee; an east­
ern redbud from the Glen Echo, Md., srudy 
of American Red Cross founder Clara Bar­
ton: and syca1J1orc seeds that were pan of 
the official payload of Apollo 14 in 1971 . 

Improving houses: Baake is working 
with US DA Rural Development to inform 
rural home owners about a eran t- and-loan 
program for improvements to-their propeny. 
One percent loans of up_ to $15,000 are 
arnilab le for low-income applicants while 
properry owners 62 and older may be eligi­
ble for grnnts up t0 S7 ,500. Baake has assist­
ed at information meetin2s in Vanderbilt and 
Dawson. -

··we·ve had small turnouts but positive 
resu lt s. I think we've had five appl icants. 

( lt_,r11J S l'JI\J~rt( (_ I fe 5*'o I e J 
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PR.OJECT OF 
AMERIGOR?S -

;,~~1::\t~!7~~~~1if f ~f.l1 . ~~l,I-i'.' -~~-· ·~ • 
!~:;:r:~1rg!l;~;;:~1:~;!0?i~~~!~{s~ .-, • - if.i ___ ::_~:---~_-_·:·_~-'.f,-, ·1:···,·:·--· ---- -· ~ \:)~ 
National R_oacl. The program is a pannership 

1 with lhe·N-iruonal Roaa Heritage Pan:: to pro- - __ _., .. ·---=·,.... , 
vide loans at an interest rate under the prime •-- . • ·:~ J{j, . i 
rate . Owners who wish to rehabilitate hisal- ·~'"'"'.>' ·, _,:,&~· J ·, ·,' :i / .:~--->. _ _ __ ;_; 
toric homes or businesses along the Nation • . -" --~ • • ; • _ • 
Road can make application to the heritage . -~:?.;,& .-1 ;_ ;1r.~<.· • N 
.park. There are no income guidelines . Their ! __ ·_tj__~_:;~_};· ... 
requests will be reviewed by a committee of _.-.-
community members . The program will .:·:, 
begin in early summer. 

"The program serves two purposes: it 's a 
catalyst for -community development and it , ,_ 
impr.oves the -desirability of the National 
Road as a tourist ·destination." said Baake. 

New interpretative center and head- • 
quarters: Baake is also working on a pro­
ject to conven one of the oldest garages on • 
the National Road into an interpretative cen­
ter on 20th C!!ntury uses of the road. Baake 
will not yet reveal th~ location but said it 

• will be an adaptive use of a now-vacant 
structure. It will be re stored into a J 920 
garage which includes the interpretative cen, 
ter and National Road Heritage Park offices 
when completed. Artifacts pertaining to 
automobile travel and early 20th century ­
will be accepted at a later -date. Funding for 
phase I will be avai lable thi s summer. Baake 
said the project will not be completed until 
at least 1998. 

National .Pike ,Festival: Bauke is orga~, 
nizing an an-and-,:ssay contest for elemen­
tary- and _ middle-school students along the 
National Road . usin2 the theme, ·' Life 
Along the National Road." Thagard is work0 

ing with officials to coordinate festival 
events, including entertainment and the 
wawn train. 

National Register of Historic Places 
nominations: Baake completed nominations 
for .Centerville and Scenery Hill which will 
be placed before the state committee for 
review in June. lf the nominations pass. the 
commu_nities could expect to be on the 
. ational Re2ister before the end of the vear. 

Baake is -also ·submitting applications for 
two additional propenies - the Josiah Frost 
House at Seari2hts. which is associated with 
the Scarights -Tavern. and the Doughtery 
Tavern in Donegal Township, Wes:rnoreland 
Countv. 

Supervising•interns: "Baake will super­
vise two interns obrained for the National 
Road Herita2e Park from the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation Com­
mission. who are developing an interpreta­
tive plan for the S-Bridge, located in Wash­
ington Counry along the National Road. The 
brid2.e_ o ne. o f f our , 11rv : ... ,: ... .. '--~ -- --· 
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_park. There are no income guidelines. Their 
requests will be reviewed by a committee of 
community members . The pro2ram will 
begin in early summer. -

"'The program serves two purposes: it 's a 
catalyst for -community development and it 
1mpr.oves the a-desira bility of the National 
Road as a tourist -destination." said Baake. 

New interpretative center -and head- · 
quarters: Baake is also working on a pro­
Ject to convert one of the oldest 0 araoes on . 
the National Road into an interpre~ti:e cen­
ter on 20th century uses of the road. Baake 
will not yet reveal the location but said it 

• will be an adaptive use of a now-vacant 
structure. It wi ll be re stored in10 a 1920 
garage which includes the imerpre1a1ive cen, 
ter and National Road Heritage Park offices 
whe n completed. Artifacts pertaining to 
auwmobtl e travel and early 20th century ­
will be accepted at a later-date. Funding for 
phase I will be available this summer. Baake 
said the project will not be completed until 
at least 1998. . 

National .Pike ,Festival: Baake is orga:·: 
nizing an an-and-;.! sSay contest . for elem;n,.. 
tary- .and:middle-school studen ts aloa2 the 
Nationa l Road , using the theme , ·'Life 
A long the National Road." Thagard is work" 
ing with officials ro coordinate fes tival 
events , including enterta inm ent and 1he 
wagon train. 

National Register of Historic Places 
nominations: Baake completed nominations 
for _CentervilJe and Scenery Hill which wjll 
be placed before the state committee for 
review in June . If the nominations pass. the · 
commu_nities could expect to be on the 
National Registei:. before the end of the year. • 

Baake is also submitting applications for 
Iwo addi tional properties - the Josiah Frost 
House at Seari2hts. which is associated wi1h 
the Seari ghts -Tavern. and the Doughtery 
Tavern in Donegal Township, Wes:moreland 
County. -. 

(Herald-Standard Photos by Rosie Jordan ) 

Supervising' interns: 13aake will super­
vise two interns obiained for the National 
Road Herita2e Pa.rk fro m the Southwestern 
Pennsy lvania Heritage Preservation Com­
miss ion, who are developing an interpreta­
tive plan fo r the S-Brid2e, located in Wash­
ington County along the-Naciorial Road. The 
brid ge. one of fo ur surviv ing bridges in · 
Pennsylvania and Ohio, is -being reswred 
through a federal program administered by 
PennDOT. Interns Rcn u Pavate. a graduate 
student m::ijorin~ in j]"Chitecrure from Wa~h­

In top photo: Adam Baake and Craig Kelso help clean up the outside of the 
East End Commuriity Center. while Sarah Endriss (left) and Alex Rogers. 
both from the Pennsylvan ia Mountain Service Corps, help freshen the inside 
( photo above ). 

ington State Uni versity. and Molly Miller. a to pick up trash along six miles of the future 
hi swrian from Hiriam College in Ohio, Yough River Trail North nc:ar Perryopolis . 
a.rrive May 20. The group worked in cooperation with the 

Baake, Kelso and Ann Safelv. of the Regional Trail s Corp .. Pennsylvani a Clean 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Com- Ways and Perryopolis Area Heritage Society 
mission as well as a National Road Herira2e to clean an area from Wickhaven to Round 
Park board _ member. are supervisi ng fo°ur ·_Bottom, and c_leared 68 acres of Geor¥e 
mterns obtamed from the herita2e commis- Wash ingion Gnst \-!ill Park m Perryopolis . 
sion for the Fayette County Redevelopment The group hauled six dump-truck ·loads o_f 
Authoricv who will be conduccin2 a survev • trash from the area. 
of potential historic districts. They begi; Fecek explained th·e students_ wer~ able IO 
work in June·. obtain commururv service credns from Fra- _ 

Rails to Trails: Tha2ard is workino as a · zier for the project. Srudents who complete a 
liaison with the Pennsylvania· Corps ol'Rails certain number oi hours receive a certificate 
to Trails and the Alle2henv Trai l Alliance on and an in,·icacion co a banquet. Fecek pre­
a rail-trail maintenance study. It's a how-to pared for the effort by speaking at the high 
guide on -building and maintaining the trails '" school along \\1th a state geologist. 
that is aimed at assistin2 future project,. ""It was a big ;uccess." said-Fecek. 

" The idea is to be used by all trail groups_. _ USDA Summ_e,· gleaning project: F;:cek 
across the country," said Thagard who is • 1s also_ organizing _a proJect to rescue rood 
concentrating on the Pittsburgh-w-Cumber- that might otherwise be wasted fro m area 
land se2ment. - resta urants. schools .. ·catering services and 
- Thagard is also_ helping the Pennsylvania grocery scores IO be donated co th·e Fayene 
direcwr of Rails co Trails on his- 2reenwav ·County Communuy Acllon Foodbank 10 

implementation program, which establishe's Uniontown. 
a criteria for prioritizing effons to build ·a Fecek will kad a team of five _ additional 
trail. AmenCqi:ps ·.-o lunteers. Only eight states 

When her current projects are completed, - will recei,·e te_ams for this program, which is 
Thagard will continue to assist these groups. new for the- l SD . .\ an_d predominantly done 

Cleaning up: Fecek recently organized a in the Somh . 
cleanup with students and te2.chers from the ·'This team wants to make sure that the 
Frazier School Districi aod other voluntee rs project laSlS once they"re gone:· said Fecek. 

Major partners- are L in den ·Hall near 
Dawson and Ne macolin Woodlands in 
Farmington as well as Threshold Housing . 
The latter is providing office space for the 
gleaning team. 

Education: Fecek anempred IO work 
wi th schools on an education project that fell_ 
throu2h due to weather and teacher sched­
ules. - • 

However, she created a brochure on field 
trips IO historical sites in Fayecte Counry for 
students in 2rades kinder2arten throu2h 12. 

All members of the team said thev have 
enjoyed their work in the AmeriCorps pro-. 
grams so far. • 

"' It' s been very fulfillin2." said Tha2ard. 
" For me, i_t 's a grea1 learning experience . 

I'm growing in leade rship skills.· · said 
Kelso. 

·'Y::,u're learning how the world works ," 
said Fecek. • 

" !e 's an excellent opponuniry to work 
with community leaders," said Baake. 

Noted Thagard, ·' It 's nice co take on pro­
jects that people always wished could be 
taken on but never are. " 

Memb_ers say it's likely another Ameri­
_Corps team wi 11 be assigned co Fay e t, e 
County in October. 

For more information on any AmeriCorp, 
projecrs. members can be reached at the 
National Road Heritage Park at 329-1560. 

(l-kr~1J 51~~J?rJ., l,1~Si'OleJ 
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Alde11 Resident Participates 
i11 A111eriCor1Js Project 
A lden, firs t to receive tVetland da ta f rom study 

Lisa l\latthics 

Lisa Matthies, a 1990 Alden JUgh 
School graduate and a 1994 graduate 
of Alfred University, recently helped 
complete tra nsferring 32 Erie Coun· 
ty Fish and Wildlife Service Nation• 
a! \\''?ll ,rnd5 !11vent0ry !l!?P" frnm 
paper to computer format. Matthies, 
23, is part of a fiv e member 
USDA/ AmeriCorps tea m based in 
East Aw-ora . 

As an example of how the work 
AmeriCorps does aids communities, 
Lisa explains, "By request , we have 
plotted two maps of the Town of 

Alden • one displaying NYS DEC 
Wetland delineations, and one show­
ing US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Wetlands. These maps will provide 
an accurate and efficient means of 
locating wetlands in the Town of 
Alden. Alden is the first town in 
Erie County to receive Welland data 
from AmeriCorps." 

The wetlands data , when over· 
laid on other computer maps, will 
proviJt:: ctn effic ient and accurate 
means of identifying wetland loca­
tions, boundaries, and classifications 
to agencies and municipalities with 
Geographic Information Sys tem 
(GIS ) capabilities. TI1e AmeriCorps 
team will make the data available at 
no cost lo local communities in their 
effort lo promote the use of GIS in 
Western New York. 

In addition lo the wetland inven• 
tory mapping, ongoing 
USDA/ AmeriCorp projects include 
creating a GIS lax parcel base map 
fo r rural areas of Erie Coun ty in 
conjunction with lnleligis Corpora· 
lion , producing a series of forest 
management maps wilh the Seneca 
Nation of Indians, and generating 
original maps with the WNY Land 
Conservancy, American Chestnut 
Foundation, West Seneca Ameri· 
Corps, Governor 's Office of Volun· 
larv Service and a number of other 
ag;ncies and community organiza­
tions. 

Of the 42 USDA sponsore:.I Ameri· 
Corps si tes nationwide, th e East 
Aw-ora based program is the only 
one in New York Slate. 
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AmeriCorps volunteers are sworn in by President Clinton Monday via satellite link at the Universal Amphitheatre. 

Dream Team 
■ Public service: The thread 
uniting nearly I,CXX) Southland 
volunteers sworn in to , 
AmeriCorps is idealism and the 
belief they can change things. 

By JOCELYN Y. STEWART 
: TIMES STAFF WRITER /_,:;\\~ •' '-~ 

With an economics degree from ,UCI,,A 
•• :: :-1d a resume- i.iccti \vith '

1
l'ibnors: •22-' 

year-old Anna Ouroumian figures she 
could easily command a higher salary, 
complete with impressive business cards 
and a lofty title. 

Instead, the young Glendale woman is 
content to spend this year working with 
a local anti-hunger project, earning a 
modest income. 

Her co -workers will be people such as 
Garland Robinson of South Los Angeles, 
who temporarily put off a master's 
degree to fulfill a lifelong dream of 
"working with the people." 

Along with thousands of others across 

RICK MEYER / Los Angeles Times 

From left, inductees Anna Ouroumian, 
Garland Robinson, Dawn Takeuchi. 

the country, Ouroumian ·and Robinson 
have signed up for a "season of service" 
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton's na­
tional service program. On Monday, the 
two gathered with nearly 1,000 other 
participants at the Universal Amphithe­
atre for the mass swearing-in of the 
nation's first AmeriCorps class. 

In Los Angeles, the one thread uniting 
an otherwise disparate group of Ameri­
Corps members-young and old, middle­
class a11ci !""Or-!£ a!": id~~lisrr. r~ffiinis­
cent of a bygone era in American 
history: the belief that they can be the 
agents of change. 

Like a domestic Peace Corps, the 
·AmeriCorps members will combat prob­
lems ranging from hunger and crime to 
illiteracy and pollution. 

"I'm interested in community empow­
erment and ... showing people that 
things can be done," said Ouroumian, 
who grew up in Glendale. "I know it 
sounds cliche-ish, but I believe anything 
is possible." 

At the ceremony, AmeriCorps mem­
bers listened to a· string of speeches­

Please see VOLUNTEERS, B3 



METRO NEWS 

• Jlj.,LCONNELLY / ~'orTheTimes 

President Clinton, addressing recruits to service program, tells them he knows they are "a generation of doers.". 

VOLUNTEERS: National Service Program 
Continued from Bl 
laced with words of encouragement and 
praise-by Mayor Richard Riordan, Po­
lice Chief Willie L. Williams and Secre­
tary of .Housing and Urban Develop­
ment Henry Cisneros, as well as past 
and present members of other service 
organizations. 

"AmeriCorps will rise or fall with 
your success this year," Cisneros said. 

S• peaking via satellite in a speech that 
was simulcast to AmeriCorps mem­

bers nationwide, Clinton applauded 
members for their commitment to 
changing America and "getting things 
done." 

"Every generation in our history has 
; learned to take responsibility for our 
1 
future, and your generation is no excep­
tion," Clinton said. "We look at you 
now, and we know you arc no genera­
tion of slackers. Instead, you're a gener­
ation of doers." 

For all its seriousness, the event­
hosted by actor Andrew Shue, a star of 
the "Melrose Place" television series­
felt like a pep rally at times, with 
members breaking out in impromptu 
chants ("We want Bill!") and songs 
("Lean on Me") while waiting for the 
satellite hookup. 

Performers Patti LaBelle, who 
donned a black AmeriCorps cap, and the 
R&B group Immature brought the 
crowd to its feet. . • 

"I like what you're doing," LaBelle 
said as the crowd cheered wildly. "Keep 
on striving for the positive things in 
life." . 

The centerpiece of the event was the 
. pledge that all AmeriCorps members 
! took. 

Standing in front of a screen, right 
hands held high, they listened to the 
words spoken by Clinton, then repeated 
them, ' 

"I will get things done: for America to 
make our people safer, smarter and 
healthier. I will bring Americans to­
gether, t~ 'strengthen our commµnities. 
Faced with apathy, I will take action. 
Faced with conflict, I will seek common 
ground. Faced with adversity, I will 
persevere. . . . " In return for their 

pledge, they will receive a living sti­
pend-often minimum wage, though 
some team leaders will make up to 
$1,200 a month-along with basic health 
insurance, a child-care allowance and a 
monetary award for college, vocational 
training or to pay off a previous educa­
tional loan. 

Trial runs of the program this sum­
mer have received mixed reviews, and 
participants say they know the work 
will be difficult, especially for the pay 
they will receive. But for some, at least, 
the compensation is secondary to the 
life-changing experiences they expect 
to have during their year of service. 

Robinson, for instance, sees his year 
as a way to help and to lay the 
foundation for a career in social work. 

But Vo:'ith a degree in political science 
from USC, and no experience, he could 
not find anyone to hire him. "1 asked, 
'How can I get the training if I'm not 
given a chance?'" he said. "I just 
wanted the chance to prove myself." ' 

A self-proclaimed "product of the 
'60s," Robinson grew up on 27th Street 
between Central' Avenue and Naomi 
Street and remembers "a brighter time 
in Los Angeles," when people knew and 
cared for each other, he said. 

Robinson, 44, has reason to believe in 
the possibility of change. In May he 
became the only one of his parents' 
seven children to graduate from college. 

"I have a story to tell because I've 
, been there," he said. 

Like Robinson, who was active in 
student government and other organi­
zations, many AmeriCorps members are 
no strangers to community work. 

Ouroumian, who graduated magna 
cum laude from UCLA in June, spent 
her extra time outside .the classroom 
planting trees at the Nickerson Gardens 
housing project, promoting environ- .• 
mental awareness, helping with earth­
quake relief J , 1d working with a number 
of service organizations. 

Last year, she spent her summer 
break working with residents of the 
Pico- Union area, organizing community 
members in Summer of Service, the 
pilot program for AmeriCorps. 

AmeriCorps is open to anyone over 

17, including high school dropouts, col­
lege graduates, students and profession­
al school graduates. Thus the program 
attracts individuals from varying back­
grounds-some of whom might have ( 
been overlooked by other employers. 

Before coming to this country four 
years ago, Mayra Perez volunteered 
with the American Red Cross, assisting 
the victims of war in her native El 
Salvador. 

Aclerk at a shoe store, she is study­
ing for her high-school equivalen­

cy degree and will spend her Ameri­
Co rps year working with an 
anti-hunger project. 

David Guizar, 21, was once in a gang 
and lost a brother in a gang killing He 
will spend a year working in his neigh­
borhood in South Los Angeles, trying to 
help the kinds of young people he once 
fought with and against. 

"I finally got my chance," Guizar said. 
"This is my first job. I'm part of staff. It 
feels pretty good, you know?" 

Guizar will be working in the same 
program as Aqeela Sherrills, 25. When a 
fire at Jordan Downs housing projects 
sparked racial tension three years ago, 
Sherrills, a resident of Watts, stepped in 
and served as a mediator. • 

Sherrills mill spend a year with 
Building Up Los Angeles, where he will 
work to establish tutoring programs, a 
public safety project, gang prevention 
an<l coniiict mediation in the schoois. 

Beginning next week, 40 Arr•.eriCorps 
workers-including Ouroumian, Robin­
son and Perez'-will be added to the 
Interfaith Hunger Coalition, which ad­
ministers anti-hunger programs in the 
region . . Its annual budget of $320,000 
will increase to more than $1 million. 

One of the biggest assets AmeriCorps 
members will bring with them is famil­
iarity with their communities, organiz­
ers say. 

Along those lines, Robinson said he 
will offer a basic message to the people 
he works with, 

"I understand and I am one of you," 
he said. 'Tm just a regular person who 
cares and wants to help." 
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Home economics - in two languages 
AmeriCorps(;f) 
volunteer vlJ' 
helps students . 

'h 
understand 1,f\ 
By Jonathan Bethety 
Star Tribune Staff Writer 

At Folwell Middl e School in 
Min neapo lis , home economics is 
taught bo th in English and Span­
ish . Yiaria Diaz, an AmeriCorps 
vo luntee r. helps teachers who 
only speak English teach children 
who only speak Spanish. 

"The Spanish kids understand 
the gist of what [the Englis h ­
speaking teacher! is saying, but 
once we get into groups, they can 
ask questions if they don't under­
stand, "' Diaz said . She spli ts her 
dav at the school between bilin ­
gual classes and classes in which 
all children speak Spanish. 

When the teacher is done ex­
plaining the day 's cask, for in­
stance, the bilingual class divides 
into cwo groups . The first group 
dives into the project while the 
second group listens to Diaz, who 
repeats what was said. 

AmeriCorps volunteers are 
valuable t0 a school such as Fol­
well. onlv half of whose students 
a re fluent in English. Diaz said 
AmeriCorps voluntee rs provide a 
service that schools may not be 
able to afford otherwise. 

Without her. half of the 35 home 
economics studen ts might not 
understand some th ing as simple 
as putting apples in a blender. 

Diaz is one of 30 Ame riCorps 
members based at the Brian Coyle 
Communitv Center in Min­
neapolis . They range fro m college 
graduates 10 high school dropouts. 

"'Ame riCorps is made to pro ­
vide peo ple wi th an opportunity 
to serve their communi ty and 
he lp the mselves. [t's about be­
longing to an organization tha t 
supports you,"' Diaz said. 

Someday the University of 
Minnesota senio r hopes to be a 
teacher. The program was the 
perfect opportunity for her to vol­
unteer while still in school. 

For some young people, the road 
to college after high school has 
more detours than freeways under-

. 
1i-'·. 
~ --

Star Tribune Photo by >erry Holt 
Amerteorps volunteer Marta Diaz helps In a home economics class at Folwell Middle School In Minneapolis. "The 
Spanish kids understand the g1st of what [the English-speaking-teacher] Is saying." Diaz said, "but once we get Into 
groups, they can ask questions If they don't understand.• There are about 350 AmenCorps members In the state. 

going summer construction. 
If Tangene Hayslett 's road 

hadn 't led him to the AmeriCorps ' 
program after graduating fro m 
Washburn High School in Minne­
apolis, he said, he's not sure what 
he'd be doing. At 18 , Haysle tt 
coordinates all youth activities at 
the Coyle Center. 

"You 're getting a lot more 
than just a check every two weeks 
- you're getting a lot of different 
skills that you can 't put dollar 
bills on,· he said. In addition to 
serving 40 hours a week at the 
Coyle Center, Hays lett holds a 
pan-time job at Rainbow Foods 
to help make ends meet. 

In high school. Hayslett didn't 
spend that much time worrying 
about his education. At one poin t 
he was enrolled in an alterna tive 
school for "problem k.ids."' Bu t at 
this school, Haysle tt excelled in 
academics and fo und the incen­
tive to finish high school. Now he 
sees kids at the communi ty cen­
ter who look up to him. 

"That's kind of weird because I've 
never seen myself as a role model 
or mentor. I really didn 't think I was 
chat important to the world until I 

Some facts about AmeriCorps 
► Ortgtn: One of Bill Clinton's leading ideas in his 1992 campaign 

for the presidency. It's a kind of Peace Corps for Amer ica. a na­
tional service project It started in 1993. 

► Minnesota angle: There are about 350 people working here, in 
eight programs. 

► The cost Full -time volunteers get a $4,700 education voucher 
and $660 a month to cover living expenses and medical benefits. 
In 1994 i t cost $301 million nationwide, growing in 1995 to 
$4 70 million. 

► Critics say: It costs too much and duplicates the work of the pri­
vate sector. 

► Supporters say: "It's a successful program that I think is benefi ­
cial." said U.S. Rep. Bruce Vento, a Cfler from St Paul. "It helps 
build a networ1\ that isn't available in most communities. You 
need volunteers to help build a framework for other volunteers." 

A 1995 University of Minnesota study found that Minnesota·s 
program had an "impact on individuals, organizations and 
communities: The state gets back in volunteer time twice the 
money 1s provides when it matches federal funds. it said. 

came over here.·· Havslen sale!. 
AmeriCorps members meet 

twice a month to share informa ­
tion about projects , but they also 
receive skill6 training in conflict 
resolution. resume writing, diver­
sity tra ining and public speaking. 

Hayslett sa id he learned orga ­
nizingand coordination skills at the 
Coyle Center. 'Tm constantly try­
ing to run programs to make su re 
everything is falling in line. [fr omJ 
structuring programs to making 
reservations,"' Haysleu said . 
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From left, Alana Beard, Josie Lawlor and Emily Henry at Mount Desert Island 
High School showcase their hard work and research findings at a public 
science fair on June 4. PETER TRAVERS PHOTO 

MDIHS students study water quality 
by Nancy Richards 

pinpoint sources of contamination. sampling water from the Stanley 
Students test for coliform bacteria, .' Brook/Seal Harbor Beach area. 
salinity and dissolved oxygen, all This year, students added chlorine 

BAR HARBOR - Upon this 
gifted age in its dark hour, 

measures of the ability of water to level studies to their research at the 

Falls from the sky a meteoric 
shower 

support life. 
The project is being done in 

partnership with the Frenchman 
Of facts they 

unquestioned, unco'mbined. 
lie Bay Conservancy (FBC), the 

DMR., Cooperative Extension, and 
the state planning office. In 1993, 
FBC received $3 ,500 from the 

,Wisdom enough to leech us of 
our ill 

Is daily spun; but there exists no Shore Stewards partnersh.ip to 
loom develop a five-year water quality 

To weave it into fabric. 
-Edna St. Vincent Millay 

This poem caught the attention 
of Dr. Jane Disney 's sophomore 
biology class at Mount Desert 
Island High School, as they 
wrestled with field data during a 
water quality monitoring project 
this spring. 

monitoring project with Dr. 
Disney's Honors Biology classes at 
the high school. MDIHS science 
teacher Lynne Gould helped write 
the grant, which is a joint venture 
of the state planning office's Maine 
Coastal Program and the Maine 
Community Foundation. 

This year marked the third year 
of the program. 

Past classes focused on 

beach . This area is not a DMR 
testing site, because the presence of 
a sewage treatment plant near the 
brook prevents the clams flats from 
ever being opened, according to a 
March 1996 FBC artic\e . But 
because the beach is used publidy 
for picnicking and swimming , 
healthy water quality remains an 
issue, said Dr. Disney. 

Other testing sites have been 
added this year. 

One of these is at Western Bay 
(Clarks Cove), where high coliform 
bacteria counts · have recently 
appeared in this formerly clean 
area, causing the DMR to close the 
site to clamming this year. 

Shoreline surveys are also being 
conducted along Somes Sound, 

with the help of John Fend! from 
DMR and an Americorps volunteer. 
The clam flats there have been 
closed for some time, but DMR 
tests have been clean for three 
years , according to the FBC . 
Students surveyed area residents, 
checking on their septic systems, 
hoping their work might hasten the 
re- opening of the area to 
commercial clamming. 

The June 4 fair drew interested 
individuals from Mpunt Desert 
Island municipalitie s, Acadia 
National Park, and other 
organizations. 

The exhibit on Western Bay 
suggested that livestock in the area 
may be responsible for the 
contamination - a possibility 
which caught the interest of Bar 
Harbor Harbormaster Ed Monat. 

"This is great ," he said. "A 
■ see QUALITY page B2 They had the facts, but they 

needed a loom , a way to make 
sense of these facts . A water quality 
fair, by which students presented 
their findings to the public, turned 
out to be just the loom they needed 
to begin to weave the scattered data 
into useful information. 

Harbor House boating school set 

Students began their research 
by collecting water samples at 
sites on Mount Desert Island 
identified by the Department of 
Marine Resources (DMR) as 
sufficiently contaminated to close 
the adjacent clam flats . Testing 
sites were chosen to help the DMR 

SOUTHWEST HARBOR -
The Harbor House Boating 
Schoo! opens Monday, June 
24, for three half-day 
sessions throughout the 
summer. Children ages 9 to 
14 are encouraged to apply. 
Scholarships and financial aid 
are still available. Call Harbor 

House at 244-
3713 for more 
information, 
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QUALITY ■ from page B1 

month ago, the DMR came to the 
harbor committee and said there 
was a problem in Clark Cove, but 
they didn't know where it was 
coming from - and they wanted 
us ~o try to find out. The kids may 
have done that for us. Now we still 
have to figure out what to do, but at 
least we have a good idea of what 
the problem might be." 

lnfonnation from the FBC noted 
that the presence of livestock, even 
very close to a water source, does 
not automatically produce a water 
quality problem. 

The Somes Sound survey group 
interviewed approximately 35 
homeowners this year, gathering 
data they hope will help to open the 
clam flats, reported Dr. Disney. The 
group identified some additional 
areas along the sound that they 
would like to see sampled, a job 
that will likely be delegated to next 
year's class. 

Students also found high 

chlorine levels at some points in 
Seal Harbor. Although the data is 
incomplete , students observed a 
boat being washed on shore and a 
swimming pool being emptied into 
a street drain. They do not know if 
the boat was being washed with 
chlorine, or if the street drain goes 
into the sewage treatment plant 
that dechlorinates its effluent, said 
Dr. Disney. 

In addition to taking water 
samples, other student jobs 
included communicating by 
computer with other Shore Steward 
programs via the ALICE network, 
studying traditional versus 
alternative wastewater treatment 
plant designs, organizing the 

DAUNTI FSS ■ from page B1 

classier for their commute to the 
island, the Southwest Harbor 
couple were referred to Mr. 
Schlaefer by two of the area's 
lnnotimA h"".-.+ a... .. ... !----- -·- ... - L1 --

The Bar Harbor Times 

classroom data, and doing public 
relations. 

"The kids approached the work 
with a lot of independence," said 
Dr. Disney. · "They did what needed 
to be done," she said, noting that at 
ti mes she felt as if the students 
were ahead of her. 

But some of the lessons they 
learned were Ii fe skills , not 
simply data collection and 
interpretation . 

"It was easy for them to point 
fingers of blame for small 
mistakes," said Dr. Disney. Some 
of these mistakes included not 
leaving a note for a volunteer who 
was late to arrive, and arriving at a 
testing site only to find the 

has designed . It is a compact 
project complete with fold-down 
bunks, storage and lighting, "but 
he scratched his head and did it," 

chemicals for sampling had not 
been refilled. "I told them, 'I am 
willing to take some of the blame. 
Who else is willing to accept 
some?'" said Dr. Disney. 

Another challenge was helping 
students to understand their part in 
the overall scheme of the proje.ct, 
she said. 

"Both the students and the 
community benefit from this 
program," said an FBC article. 
"The students get some hands-on 
field experience, doing what water 
quality professionals really do. 
They also learn to be aware of how 
their activities affect water quality, 
and they wiil carry that awareness 
with them wherever they go." ■ 

another goal ease of 
maintenance. 

Eyeing the gleaming white hull 
with "Gotts Island blue" trim - a 

u ~ " "' ""'"" rP c. ,llls admirinelv. ohrase coined across the water in 

I 
') 
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, ·· aµ . oppo·itunlt:y t_o .highlight ,. the bombing of the Federal Building· 
: s~ivl~~:·_of ~~bpi~~•!> •Y9!1¥,\te~!f ' ' in qklahoma City, OK. ·: • 

·· .and to encourage Qt.hers to·get in-:; The AmertCorps team will be 
.' v:oly~<;f,_', accof-~ing Jto ·_;£h.{~~~ : coordinating , tree•plan'ungs, . in 

Shaffer and.Naaene .Cav.et"of-the'''· ·their memory; on Ap!ll 23 at 10 
AmericCorps/Team-; USDA. '."tn'. ,. a.m. in .Cente!"iand ~~ 1· p.m. in 

• -Plainvlew . . _ ~;. ·• .-,:,·--~\ ~- ,: Pierce_.- · • •. · • , , ,· . ·. 
. ~·: ,"It -ts a tlme to '.celebrate;'~c:t . They will also"•participate in 
''lionor what Nebraskans :·of . all Jhe • Arbtir Day . ' program' at 

1 .ages · -are ·doing to . serve~·thelr · Creighton at 2 p.m. onApril'26, 
-
1
i: ijonunun~ties,'! ~ey ··spit~,_ci'.m , ~-~ planting a µ-cc· ,in ·rpemory of the 

press release. . , -: ·_· . . :'_·--· . . Oklahoma City~~bing victims. 
. This year the Nebraska Com- · • • On April :29,: at . 2;30 . p.m. 

m,ission for National and .Com• .. .. AmeriCorps .will be ;:in N~ligh to 
munity $ervice, as a 't_oc~ Spc>J.l· , . participate· in a •· tree~plaritlng in 

, ·; sor, ·•~ encouraging ·.N~~ra~Mn~-i memory -of Bob ' ChiJvers and to 
,& to. dedicate some tlme z.to ·thelr plant a -tree "in·.~memory of the 

neighbors . _and :_co~m,unit!~s-/, bombing victims; .. :·. _ i . , 
·F.;_durtng ~~ special wee~:~.Jf.!.:iV .-i • . :The ~atlonal ,Day of ~rvice is 

- . The group will enlist comm'µ- • • celebrated annually to focus at-
nlty vo_lunt,eers to· Join . thepi, in ... tentlon on Amer!,Co~s ~d the 

. tree~plai:itmg _projec_ts ~~t t~ltes.:, _community service of non-profit 
· nationwide to commemorate 'the • arid prtvate organizationf!. 
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Since October of 1995 m e mbe rs in so uthea s t lives. th roughout the area. McNee is leavin g the AmeriCorps 

F,m, T,lk r, g, 12 M,y 22. 1996 

ca n find people interested in 
continuing the effort. 

The address and phone 
numbe r for in formation is: th e re ha s b ee n a qui e t, Kansas. AmeriCorps is the In return, the AmeriCorps is a student a t Co ffey vill e program. 

behind -th e-sce nes fo rce nati o nal se rvice program me mbers receiv e a livin g Commu n ity Co llege and However, th e fundin g is 
educa tin g adult s and initiated by Pres ident Bill stipend and, a t fh e end of co mes from a r anching avai la ble t o con tinu e th e 
children across so uth ea s t C linto n to address criti ca l th eir te rm of service, receive background . J\meri Corps program in 
Kansas about water quality, needs at th e community an educational awa rd to be When Hine began evalu - so uth eas t Kansas for th e 

Jim Mes inheimer, USDA / 
AmeriCorps, Natu ra l Re ­
source Conservation Service, 
760 S. Broadway, Salina, KS 
6740 1-4642 or call (913) 823-
4500. 0 

farm safe ty, CPR, level. use d t oward co ll ege o r ating the needs o f the area, nex t fis ca l ye ar be gi nin g 
emerge ncy medica l AmeriCorps members are voca ti onal t raining. If th e s he saw a need for man y Oc tober 1, if th e program 
treatme nt and a h ost of al least 17 years old, wil ling m e mbe r a lready has a educat io nal prog ram s, 
other topics. lo make a commi ttment to co ll ege deg ree, th en the especia ll y in Elk Co unty. 

Tha l force is Ka lrina Hine th e program and want to educa tio nal award may be "O ur proj ec ts are m o re 
used toward a student loan. educatio n-based and deal 

• I 

< ~ :~ u"""' 
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Kal ri11a Hi11 c of Am eriCorps spoke lo nearly 1,200 
st11dent s al a recent Eartlr Day prog ram sponsored by 
wbette Co11 11ly farm /311rea11. 

USED FARRO-RITE 
&'XS' HOG HOUSES 

Designed for nursery use, 
.,~.- -:\~ire floors With flush pans 
:,:., •• ,., •• !,,. ·th h t ;:~;::: .. ·;;,, w1 ea ers · 
~~;::t·~. :; ( 
ll~~ .·.,,·. • 7 68 5 s· l ;~~t 41 • 2·6 2 

A full -time J\m eri Corps directly with peo pl e in an 
member ;eceives basic health e ffor t to improv e th e ir 
in ·uran ce and child care lives," stresses Hine. 
assistance if th ey qua lify. She has prese nted ma ny 

I line is based in Howard, wa ter quality progTams and 
KS, which is th e western ha s worked with ge tt ing 
edge of her 12-county a rea . rural res ident s to test th ei r 
He r A meri Corps group is well water. Hine takes many 
s pon so red by th e USDA of her progra ms int o area 
r:arm Service Agency (FSA) schools. 
office out of Manhattan, KS. Since April 22, Hine has 
O th er Ameri Corps groups spoken to 1,646 stu dent s in 
a re s po nso red by th e Nat- area schools. Other programs 
ural Reso urce Conservat ion in sc hoo ls have includ ed 
Serv ice (NRCS), Wi ldlife CPR and First Aid fo r fifth 
and Parks, or any number of and sixth graders in Moline 
oth er groups. and anima l safety fo r first 

Whe n I ine s tarted with and third grad ers in Coffey­
A meri Corps in October of vi lle. 
1995 she was the only mem- Ka trina also parti cipated 
ber in so uth eas t Ka nsas. in the Earth Day acti viti es in 
Oth er gro ups s ta rt ed u p at Labette Co unt y and talked 
the same time in other areas. w ith nearl y 1,200 s tud ents 
She added a part -time in o ne da y, a lo ng w ith 
stud ent me mbe r to her dis tri b uti ng agricultural 
group in January 1996. in formation to more than 70 

Ti s ha McNee o f rural· teachers. The prog ram was 
Chautauqua Count y jo ined s ponso re d by Labe tt e 
Hin e in he lpin g prese nt County Farm Bureau. 

Not a ll of Ka trina 's pro-
grams focus on th e schoo ls 

• Top Quality • Affordable • 
and ch ildre n. Recen t pro­
grams have included a farm 
equipment extricati on sem­
inar in Elk County for area 
Emerge ncy Medica l Tech ­
nician s (EMT5) , Fir c; I Re s­
ponders, nurses, vo lun teer 
fire fi ght ers and oth er com­
munity members. forty-fiv e 
professionals representin g 
fiv e coun ties a tt ended th e 

MINI-STORAGE BARNS 
0 

Size Ra nge: 

8 1x8 1 to 
141x361 

With Numerous Op tions 
- Designed To Fit Your 

Needs. 

Prices Sta rt At 

$755°0 

- Check Our Features -
• 25 Year Warranty On Our Exterior 

Plywood Siding 
• 4 • x4 • Runners & Floor Joists Are CCA 

Pressu re Treated 
• 5/8" AC Plywood Flooring & Roof :.. 

240# Shingles w/25 Yea r Warranty ... 
Plus Much More!!! 

I ·•)HkJ t~o'u~_Olir Ga~f!bo lin~~1;1 i Qu'!f1ty·At A.n Affortjable Pf/c~t) I 

"FREE DELIVERY Within 50 Miles Of Lamar, MO." 

DUTCH QUALITY MINI BARNS 
Mfg. by FARRO-RITE INDUSTRIES 
196 N. HH Hwy. - Lamar, Missouri 64759 

417/682-6525 800n59-1185 Fax 417/682-6593 

se rninar. 
11 We are in such a remote 

area that e very minut e . 
cou nt s an d we need to . 
know how to help ourselves 
until we can gel to medica l 
help," says Ka trina. "Tha t's 
why we stress the ed uca tion 
of yo ung and old a li ke." 

AmeriCorps al so o rga n­
ize d a se minar fo r rural 
vol unteer fire d epartment s 
o n h and lin g haza rdou s 
materials. 

In most cases the seminars 
are Cree to the public because 
of donations from area busi­
nesses and volun teer help. 

Hine admits her programs 
s tar ted out to be agricu l­
turall y-based and evo lved 
to looking at env ironmental 
issues. Now, the prog rams 
are deve loped to mee t any 
need that will help the rural 
areas o f the state. 

"My job is no t to preach 
a nd co nd e mn p eo pl e 's 
actions. My job is to educate 
the public," says Hine. "Edu­
ca tion is the key to success." 

T h e experie n ce w ith 
Amer iCorps is o ne Ka trin a 
wo n't soo n forge t b ut th e 
time dema nd has taken her 
awayf from h er three 
children and her hu sband 

Cattlemen 
Helping 

Cattlemen 

Southwest Regional Stockyards 
Springfield, MO 417-869-2568 

5 or 500 head to sell? You can count on 
cattlemen helping cattlemen at 
Southwest Regio na l Stoclcyarcls. 

CALL ONE OF THE YARD'S 
COMMISSION COMPANlES TODAY! 

Crain & Gammon National Ozark 
417-866-1905 417-866-5036 417-869-44 58 

Fugitt, Southwes t Fanners 
417-862-0577 

Stocker & Feeder 
'Auction 

Slaughter Cow 
Auction 

Wed. 9:30 a.m .. Mon. & Tues. 9:30 a.m. 

May 15 Market Repol't 
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS: 1958 

WEEK AGO: 1399 YEAR AGO: 2320 
Compared to last week, demand moderate, steer calves 
under 500·lbs. $2-$4 h lg/Jer, over 500 lbs. sready, heifer 
calves under 550 lbs. s ready, over 550 lbs. SI ro mosl/y 
$2 higher, Holsteins steady to $3 higher, supply moderate, 
with near 23% Holstel,,s & 34% c,f the receipts over 600 !bs. 

STEERS: 
Modlum & Lorge Fran,o 1 

•300-400 lbs ... $60.50·$62.25 
·400-500 lbs. lh in .. ... 

....... $63.60-$65. 75 
•400-460 lbs .. . $57.25-$63.75 
•Fleshy/fu ll .... .... .. $53-$57.50 
•500·600 lbs ........ .. ... $55-$63 
•500·550 lbs . fl eshy/full ......... 

. ... ..... ... .. $53.50-$57.50 
·600-700 lbs .. . $55.60-$59. 75 
• 700-000 lbs ... $52. 75-$58.25 

HOLSTEINS: 
Lnrgo Frorno 2 

•345 lbs ........ $42.50 

•420•455 lbs .. . $38.50-$41 75 
•500·600 lbs .. .. .. .... ... $35-$42 
•600-700 lbs ... $36.85-$39.50 
·700-800 lbs ... ..... $35.25-$38 
•800·900 lbs ... $36.35-$38.60 
•900-950 lbs ............. $37-$38 

HEIFERS: 
Modlum & Largo Fremo 1 

·375-400 lbs ........ $47.50-$48 
•400·500 lbs .. . $44. 75-$52.85 
•500-600 lbs . . $46.50-$53.25 
•600-700 lbs .. .. $50.25-53.10 
•700-750 lbs .. $40.75-$52.10 

May 14 Sheep & Goat Sale Report 
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS: 1431 

LAST MONTH: 652 YEAR AGO: 30 
Supply modarsta wlrh naar 53% foador lambs, 2% slaugh­
ter lambs, 11% slaughter a was, 2 % slaughter bucks, 11 % 
replacement ewas & balance goat.,, 

SLAUGHTER LAMBS lbs., 2 yrs . to solid mouth .. .. . 
Choice & Prime .. ........ . $30-$39/cwl. 

•125-145 lbs .. .. .... .. .. . $04-$90 • •70-120 lbs. yearling .$36-$45 
FEEDER LAMBS GOATS 

•M edium & large 1 ·2, new 
crop, 30-50 lbs ..... .. .. $81-$88 
•50-100 lbs .... .. .. .. $05-$91.50 
•Lot 56 lbs .. ............ .. .... .. $96 
•Old crop 70-90 lbs 

.. .... .. .. $74.50-$80 
•Small & medium 1 ·2, 30-55 
lbs .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. $75-$80 

SLAUGHTER EWES 
•Good & Choice ...... $18-$24 
·Ulil ily & Good .......... $25-$32 

SLAUGHTER BUCKS 
• 140-275 lbs ....... $19-$23. 75 
·Fleshy .......... .. .. $12-$10 

REPLACEMENT EWES 
•Medium & large 1-2. 100-155 

(prices per head) 
Spanish 

•Billies .. .. ... .. .. .. ........ $34-$68 
Large ........ .... ... $79-$92.50 

•Nannies ................. $24-$53 
Few mostly large ... $52-$74 
Small & medium nannies 
wi1<ids ... $41 -$70 per fam ily 

·Kids .......... .. .. $11 -$29 
•Angora nannies .. .... S16·S28 
•Angora welhers .. .. .. .. Lol $19 
•Angora kids .... .. ... . ... $8-S 19 
•Pygmy billies .$27.50-$4 7.50 
·Kids ..... $14-$2 1 

Prices Suppllod By Missouri Doparlmant of Agrlculrur• 
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Elk Falls and Sedan are greatly helped 
by the Americorps summer work program 

It seems there's always a shortage of young, 
strong workers when it comes to any community 
service project. That's why, when a group of nearly 
30 college-age folks showed up in Elk Falls and 
Sedan late in May to help, they were very welcome. 

They're called AMERJCORPS and when 
they undertake projects, which meet certain require­
ments, they receive credit against their college 
tuition and books. 

The group worked in Elk Falls on May 21 
and 23 , Monday and Tuesday. Then they went to 
Sedan on Wednesday and Thursday, May 22 and 23. 

In Elk Falls they did a variety of work. They 
removed a dead tree from the Prudence Crandall 
marker site, painted the exteriors of the Community 
Building and the Visitors Center, did repair work at 
the cemetery, and replaced some of the planking on 
the old, historic iron bridge. 

The job in Sedan included doing a lot of 
heavy lifting and pushing in the Hollow where a 
sandstone walkway has been an ongoing project. 
Elton Bowman and Gary Cude donated large rock 
suitable for that use . Some of the rock had to be 
loaded and moved to the Hollow. Some of it simply 
had to be moved from one part of the Hollow to 
where the walk was being laid . The thing was, it was 
all manual labor. 

KitchenAid & Roper Appliances 
Atso Stock New Mattresses & 

Box Springs 

- r :. 
, ,~ - , . . 

• -
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Tisha McNee and Aimee Tabor move a big 
rock onto the pathway . 

THAYER TAX SERVICE 
We can.. help .. Vliri:th. a.11 

yo-u.r a.cco·u.:n:ti.n..g needs 
& 

Federal. & S-ta-te Ta::.x 
R.et-u.rn..s '725-3035 

Crystal Thayer 

... 
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Sometimes volunteers just don ' t contribute 
much to the overall project. That ' s why we were 
anxious to talk to Don Armstrong, the man who has 
been the main force behind manual labor at the 
Hollow. "Just how much work did they do in those 
two days?" we asked. 

"Abo.ut four months of my time," he replied. 
Since Don can be found in the Hollow about 

any time on most any day, we· knew the young 
people had really done a great job! 

We watched these dedicated workers, young 
men and women, as they lifted slabs of sandstone 
rocks and pushed wheelbarrows full of gravel and 
dirt. We saw them set the stones and put cement 
between them. One of the workers was Tisha 
McNee, of Moline, who was seen wrestling a large 
rock which could have outweighed her. 

The workers did a tremendous amount of 
work. All of the work wasn't as strenuous as 
manhandling rocks or wheelbarrows. There were 
flowers to be planted and plants to be set out. Dr. 
Joan Rajacich, of Sedan, worked with those who 
labored in that area. We'll be anxiously waiting to 
see the blooms later on in the year. 

Several AMERICORPS members walked 
the nature trail between the old and new city lakes 
and got an idea of what needed to be done there. 
That's a project that hasn't yet received a lot of 
attention, but we understand that Rick Robbins and 
David Glynn are very interested and making plans. 

On Wednesday evening the Hollow Project . 
members hosted a fish fry for all the members and 
workers. Elizabeth Wolfe was responsible for 
getting the all the food prepared . She got help from 
her husband Larry and he fried all the fish. The Last 
Jazz Band, which is basically a local group, provided 
some great music during the meal. Members are 
John Ed Warring, Henry Gardner, Kenneth Webb, 

Beckon-Call Auctions 
Want the BEST? I Reckon it1s Beckon! 

Tim Contreras 
Owner/ Auctioneer 

(316) 725-3837 

30 years experience. 
Largest mailing list in 

Green Country. 

MEMBER NAT"L 
ASSOC. OF 

, , ,,...T1n-.,i:coc-
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AMERICORPS workers fill their plates after a 
day ojhard work in the Hollow. 

GllANDHA NEI .. I.IE'S DOI .. I .. HOUSE 
Miniature to Baby Quilts 

DOLLS-DOLL CLOTHES-CRAFTS 
Nellie Stafford 618 E. Laurel, Sedan 

Tell Dad you love him 
June 16th 

Father's Day Cards 
and 

Gift Items 
Good Selection 
f Russell Stove 

Candies 

There a re new 
items on our 

Special Table 

... Pretty Gift Ideas ... 
SUNNY DAY BLUEBIRDS 
"Share the Sunshine" 

110 East Main in Sedan 725-3161 - ----- __ _, 
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Everett Ray Call and Rick Robbins. 
Of course this doesn't mean the Hollow is 

complete-perhaps it never will be. Some projects 
are just right for perpetual improvements. The 
Hollow Project takes the combined efforts of a 
number of volunteeers. Don says he appreciates their 
help. One such volunteer is De Wayne "Barnie" 
Barnett who mows the east side of the Hollow, 
which is a difficult job. 

Don is always on the lookout for limestone 
of the right size for building walls or other projects. 

Property - Auto - Farm 
Health - Commercial - Bonds 

Insurance & Real Estate 
Mike Campbell, Broker 

614 Cedar Street, Cedar Vale, KS 67024 
316-758-2868 or 1-800-491-2868 

Independent Agent Closed Tuesday Mornings 

WIC----~.-..-­
TRUCKING 

Cement 
Finishing 
Rock 
Sand 

31&~125-3311 
Sedan 

Ask for Tom or Hazel 

Tai/grass Co11111 

Some people have donated rock from old barns 
houses to help Don in his efforts of beautifying 
Hollow. 

All in all, it was a highly successful pro_ 
Part of the credit for that success has to g< 
Katrina Hine, of Moline, who served as the pre 
coordinator. On the evening of the fish fry , 
weather fully cooperated and provided a beau 
evening. Sometimes things really do work well! 

They call themselves "The Last Jazz Band 

-::: [!gmD]~[g][g]m][ml~ 
X Old Church QUIits & More I 

Custom Machine Quilting, Fabric & More fi 
Call for irifonnation on classes ! 

Edie Baker, owner : ~ 
304 N. Pine in Howard • 

316-374-2226 ~ 
~-~ ij x ij ~ }; ~~:?:-; WI~-~ ]ij?:5 ~ij:}~ ~[ #; 1111; I~ 
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UPDATE ON SNI AND AMERICORPS CONTINUE 
LOCA'J'ING GAS WELLS 

Have you seen your local abandoned gas well? SNI 
ataff ■nd AmeriCorps are making good proateas locating 
1band1111cd ~&I wella on the Cattaraugus lleservatlon, thanks 
to the help from many people who remember h11vlng gu 
wells near their home, or uielng them In the woods. SN! 
1taff and Amer!Corps have al10 relied on old maps, well 
records, metal detectors, and a alobal poaltlonlng system 
(OPS) receiver. Over SO of the approximately 150 gas well• 
on Cattaraugus Re!ervatlon h11ve bcrn located since 
December 1995, The locating project nlso lncludea opproiti• 
mately 120 ga! or oil wells on Allegany Reservation and 
four wella 011 the Oil Sflrlng Reservatiou . 

SNI staff and AmerlCorps have bee11 locating these 
wells, an c:ffot l that Involves lots orttme, leg work, and 
eagle-eye vision Several people have helped n grenl deul by 
guiding the field crew to the wells. Old maps showing the 
approitiml'ltc loeatlon of the well are f\-eque11tly consulted . 
The OPS receiver ls ollen used to aolde the Oeld crew to the 
map~ed looatlon. Once in the mappo,J locstlon, gas detec­
tors and metal detectors are used to help find the well. From 
a distance, many of the wells are indi5tln11ul~hoblc from lrl'Je 
atumps. /\. few wells have been found In relntiv11ly good 
condition w!th nil associated hardware !11t11ct. In mo,t cases 
all that remains of the well is a 10-lnch diameter pipe lhet Is 
sta11dtn11 open or ,omettmes hos a cop bolted on . Often a 
strong 5ulfur smell signals thnt methane gM is rising out of 
the well. Sometimes methane can be seen and heard 
bubblini through water standing !n the open pipe. In the 
Cattaraugus Creek Valley, slrnllow groundwnter under 
1rte1!11n prenure nows out of some: of the g!IS wells. 

When the w•ll or evidence ofth• well ls ro1md , ii is 
flaL:ged with survcyln~ tape imd it~ locot!on (lat itude nncl 
longitudo) Is measured with the OPS receiver. In some 
cases, al! evidence of the weli'h11s been obliternled by old 
abandonment procedures, v1111dolis111 . logging, or den~e 
veget~tlon.These well sites mny ultlnrntcly require more 
01<tonsive lnvesllg:ition with backhoes nnd other excnvttling 
equipment. A number or wel ls multi be re-developed lor 
izns production . The re11111ini1111 wells shoultl be closed to 
elim lnate environmental and safety h11z11rds. Knowing the 
precise number and location of wells Is the 11rst step in 
plannfng for re-development or flroper well clo&ure. 

leading the field work. Other SNI sta!T Involved with the 
project lnolude Armand Maybeo, Bru~• Abram,. Tim 
Stevens, Lana Watt, and Carol Guinane. Technical assis­
tance Is provided by • team or nve AmcrlCorps memban 
from the U.S. Depanment of Aarlcultun, Natural Resources 
Conservation Sarvlce (USDA NRCS) field office In East 
Aurora. The AmetlCorpa memben are Scott Bnrnwell, Chrie 
CAstlgllone, Joe Ghosen, Oayla Gross. nnd 1,len Matthies. 

Am~r!Corps is President Clinton's natloi,al service 
program designed to provide opportunites fbr Ame~lcans of 
nll ages to help local communities meet ctltlc~I sC1c111I 11nd 
environmental needs. The Eiut Aurora Amer,Cotps team 1, 
directed by Jolin Whitney of the USDA NRCS. John , 11lona 
with othtr NRCS stnff, Earth Te■m volunteers, 1111(1 Inst 
years' Amer!Corp, members, haa bee11 helping SNI staff 
develop geographic infortnatlou system records that ,upport 
the Nntlon's planning and environmental protection needs. 

Ple11se call LelfTwoguns @532-4900 if you hnve 
informllllon about a well locntion or If you have M Y 

que,tlons about the project. 

OPTIONAL FORM 98 (7-90) 

PO l 

Jody Clark, Surveyor/Manager of the 8N I bcpl\rlment 
of Mnps nnd Boundaries, Is coordinating tho well loc111lon 
effort. LelfTwogun,, Gos nnd Utilities Department, Is 

$099 - 101 GENERA\. 6£;:RVICES ADMlNISTRATION 
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St. Johnsbury 

New Food Sh-elf 
Coming To Town 

By GAIL P. MONT.ANY 
Beginning May 15, area resident.a 

in need of a helping hand will have a 
new community-based food shelf to 
access. 

The KingdoJ:11 Coimnunity Food 
Shelf ,rill replace, at le.qt to so:aie 
extent, the one cmnntly being 
opera.t.ed on Cherry Street by Nor• 
theaat Kingdom Community Action 
CNEKCAl, said NEKCA Executive 
Director Dave Tucker. 

Sometimes people find 
themselves sJwrl through no 
fa,uit of their own and there 
needs to be some system to 
help with that. 

Lunch program directer 
MIKE McCOY 

Tbs new food shelf will run in con­
junction with the frH Community 
Lunch Program held three days a 
week at St Johnsbury churches, said 
lunch program director Mike McCoy . . 
Ou the day1 lunch is not being ' 
se"ed <Tuesday and Thunday), its 
home bue will be Grace United 
Methodist Church. 

''We will try as much 8B poseible to 
operate out of 8.lld direct people 
through the lunche.t and help bridge 
the gap on the other days,'' he said. 

Tucker said due to limited staff 
reeourcea, budget cuts and fun.ding 
cutbacks, NEKCA is encoaraging 
community groups to operate and 
maintain food shelves. 

"We're aupporti'le ofMike's efforts 

to give the food shelf a community 
base," he said, adding that NEKCA 
will also maintain a limited food 
shelf for emergencies and will be 
marginally involved in the Kingdom 
Community Food Shelf as well. 

"We !eel (a community base) 
should' strengthen the food shelf 
program," said Tucker. 

With. the help of Mary Hall and 
Audrey Whitehill of the Vermont 
Anti-Hunger Corps (which is helping 
to get the new food shelf started), 
and other volunt.een from the com­
munity, McCoy will seek food dona­
tions from area businesses, churches 
and community groups. Donations of 
all types of food, principally the ricn_­
periahable variety, will be weleoine. 

Also needed are volunteers to stock 
the shelves, perform administrative 
duties and hand out food. 

''There is no interest in getting 
iovemment fundiilS' or assistance 
for the program," McCoy said. 

McCoy said volunt.eer caseworkere 
will also help determine why a par• 
ticular family or individual is persis­
tently Calling short of food and 
whether the family should be 
refen-ed to other social services 
agencies. 

"Sometimes people find themsel• 
ves short through no fault of their 
own and there needs to be some sys­
tem to help with that," he said. 

CALEDONIA°N-RECORP 
OFFICE HOl,ll!S: 

Monday lhru Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Saturday 8:00 am to Noon 
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At Newport Town School 

Students~ to build 
wood-fired oven 

.. ,. ' 

The students at Newport Town School, in 
conjunction with Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps 
(VAHC) members, will begin construction on a clai. 
Quebec-style, wood-fired oven on Thursda:y, May 
23. The oven will be located on the grounds at 
Newport Town School. The members of the VAHC, 
in collaboration with the faculty at Newport, have 
come up with the oven idea as a unique way of 
turning the produce that is harvested from the 
Common Roots Gardens into food that is fun to 
make and eat. The oven will be used as a part of 
the eighth-erade graduation ceremonies· this year 
and will be tied in with the school curriculum 
when school resumes in the fall. 

The actual construction of the oven will consist 
of making a four-inch by six-inch cribbing out of 
hemlock ties. On top of this cribbing a cement pad 
or hearth will act as the baking surface. A frame ·· • 
constructed of small alder trees are ·then woven • • • 
like a basket to form a shape that looks like a 
"crouching.beaver." The doors of the oven are in· •• , 
the shape of an arch. The woven structure is then I 
covered with a mixture of river clay, wood ash, hayp · • ·i 
and water. The clay takes about five days to • 1 

harden and then the oyen will be ready to use. • 
from Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps. • 



Maine AmeriCorps - USDA 
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QLF Provides Training and Development for 
Maine AmeriCorps - USDA 

Maine AmeriCorps/Team USDA 
From Casco Bay to Fort Kent, twenty 

men and women are volunteering forty hours a 
week for ten months to improve water quality 
in the state of Maine. These dedicated, environ­
mentally concerned individuals are participants 
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national 
community service program and have been 
selected from a large pool of applicants to serve 
on a variety U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Natural Resource Conservation Service projects. 

Maine AmeriCorps /Team USDA mem­
bers are "getting things done" on rural com­
munity-based projects ranging from aquacul­
ture to erosion control. Participants are assisting 
communities by providing technical support, 
environmental education, data collection and 
other research. In all cases, the AmeriCorps 
volunteers serve as catalysts to bring citizens 
around the table to talk about water quality 
issues. 

Karen Mallet) (right) assists her team members as thei; 
work together to cross the "Acid Swamp." 

:f 
!. J 

Lisa Taylor shares about her experience on th/Case~ Bay 
Watershed resource inventory and monitoring project. 

Fostering Leadership 
The Quebec-Labrador Foundation/ At­

lantic Center for the Environment is providing 
essential training to the AmeriCorps volunteers. 
Through a year-long series of group and one­
on-one interactions QLF is helping these 
emerging conservationists to develop essential 
leadership skills, infusing greater self confi­
dence to tackle the difficult issues that their 
communities face today. 

Team Building 
On Tuesday,November29, 1994, thirteen 

AmeriCorps volunteers, community leaders 
and Beals Island Regional Shellfish Hatchery 
staff met at the Stahl's Bar clam flats in 
Waldoboro. The group's mission was to assist 
with the removal of protective nets from and 
sampling of 14 experimental, seeded clam plots. 
The volunteers came from up and down the 
coast to help with the arduous task of mucking 
on the flats at low tide. The group worked to 
support one another as footing was extremely 
difficult and the nets just as heavy. 



It was a beautiful day on the Maine coast. 
There was a distinct atmosphere of comaraderie 
and supportive team work as the group learned 
about the crash of the local clam population and 
advances in shellfish aquaculture. 

QLF, in cooperation with Maine 's 
AmeriCorps partners, organizes and partici­
pates in team building and community, group 
work projects activities such as the one de­
scribed above. These activities encourage an 
attitude of "getting things done" by working 
together 

Site Visits and Coaching 
With over thirty years of experience in 

training pre-professional and professional con­
servationists, QLF has learned first hand the 
value of mentoring through close contact and 
site visits. Staff maintain phone contact with 
Maine AmeriCorps participants1 providing the 
support and guidance necessary for project suc­
cess, and personal and professional develop­
ment. Environmental professionals trained in 
community development, they visit Maine 
AmeriCorps project sites to spend time with 
participants, listening and offering feedback on 
their projects . 

A Brighter Future 
As New England and eastern Canada 

respond to the crash of the groundfish indus­
try, high unemployment, and changing land 
use practices, the need has never been greater 
for leaders who can provide both solutions and 
hope for their troubled communities. Ameri­
Corps members develop personally and pro­
fessionally through service and training and 
will continue to give of themselves as civic­
minded, environmentally-aware citizens. They 
are the community leaders who will facilitate 
sound decision-making as the region enters the 
21st Century. 

• • • 

For more information, please contact: 

QLF / Atlantic Center for the Environment 
55 South Main Street 
Ipswich, MA 01938 

Voice: 
FAX: 
E-mail: 

(508) 356-0038 
(508) 356-7322 
a tlanticctr@igc.org 

In response to a recent ________________________ _,, 
visit by QLF's Community • . r:-= 

Conservation Leadership Co- . f 
ordinator1 Kate Noonan, 
Charlie Parker, North Coast 
Fisheries Coordinator said, "It 
means so much to us to have 
you come all the way out here 
to see what we are doing. The 
feedback is helpful and know­
ing that you know what we are 
doing first hand really helps". 
Barbara Coffee, St. Croix River 
Watershed coordinator, stated 
"I can use all the help I can get in 
learning how to work with the 
community1 and the environ­
mentaleducationresources that 
you have to offer make a big 
difference and help to save 
time." 

Maine AmeriCorps(Team USDA: (top left to right) Charlie Parker, Iver McLeod, 
Mark Chellis, Amanda Smith Hatch, Karen Malley, Greg Lord, Knren Mush mil, 
Gary Marquis, Richard Baird (Director), Barbara Coffey; (bottom left to right) Rob 
Klimas, Nicki Violette, Teresa Simeone, Lisa Taylor, H-0lly Sheehan, Liz Frederic. 
Missing: Jane Lamson, Denise Perry, Karen Bert, and Hollis Clinton Tedford Ill. 
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"What's the most important meal of the day?" Dave Skale, the Nutrition 
Magician, asked several hundred squealing students in the Burbank Boulevard 
Elementary School auditorium in North Hollywood. 

"Breakfast!" they yelled in unison. 

Friday's assembly stressing the importance of breakfast was part of a 
campaign by the Interfaith Hunger Coalition called "Start Your Head, Eat 
Breakfast." During the presentation, the children were urged to eat at home or 
take advantage of the free breakfast program at school. 

"It's very important that kids eat breakfast," said Carolyn Olney, associate 
director of the coalition. Children "do much better in class and on tests and 
they suffer l ,e(:38 from headaches," she said. 

The "Start Your Head" campaign was aimed initially at high school students 
but has been broadened to include children, said Frank Tamborello, an advocate 
for the coalition. "As kids get older, they stop eating breakfast," he said. "We 
try to show that eating breakfast is cool." 

The show was put on by participants in AmeriCorps, who are from 18 to 53 
years old. A series of videos touting the coalition's campaign began with one 
featuring a teen-age boy making himself a breatfast shake of milk, leftover 
pizza, a hot dog and a tomato. · ' 1 ~ r . 

The next one showed a classroom of students who did not eat breakfast. Their 
stomachs growl and contort as the teacher scowls at them. The third clip 
depicted the daydreams of a young woman who is so hungry that she keeps 
imagining breakfast foods popping up around her. 

The next part of the program was a sing-along. The final act was a magic 
show, where a secret recipe transformed motor oil, a flower and spinach juice 
into a healthy breakfast of an apple, a small box of cereal and .a bagel. MAKI 
BECKER 

GRAPHIC: Photo, COLOR, Burbank Boulevard Elementary students react with glee to 
a trick by Dave Skale, the Nutrition Magician during Interfaith Hringer Coalition 
program. At right, 7-year-old John Gralyan giggles after apparently breaking the 
magic fan. SCOTT RATHBURN/ For The Times; Photo, COLOR, (Bl) MAGIC MEALS: Dave 
Skale, as the Nutrition Magician, cooks up a nutritious breakfast at the 



Cleanup begins at Homestead 
Americorps volunteers begin cleaning 
up boards, nails, shingles, other debris 
By Stephanie Geery-Zink 
Daily Sun staff writer 

Boards stuck in the gro und 
which couldn't be budged . 
Hundreds of house shingles. Nails 
hidden in the prairie grass. 

These were just some of the 
items Americorps workers and 
other volunteers had to contend 
with during the past week as they 
began the task of clearing away 
from the Homestead National 
Monument of America prairie the 
debris left by the May 8 tornado. 

At least three gro ups of 
Americorps vo lunt ee rs were at 
Home stead Friday pick in g up 

assorted debris on the prairie. There 
was also a group of youths from a 
residential program in Lincoln 
which volunteered to help. 

"We knew about the tornado and 
wanted to help out in the communi­
ty," said Jaimie Anderson, a mem­
ber of the Americorps Lincoln 
Action Program. 

Americorps is a nationwide pro­
gram in which people can serve 
their communities and earn a 
stipend and money to be used for 
the cost of getting a higher educa­
tion, said Charity J ogi of Lincoln, a 
member of the LAP group. 

It wasn't until the Lincoln volun­
teers reached the Homestead area 

that "we realized it really hit hard," 
Jogi said. 

She said the debris can damage 
the prairie grass. 

"We're really concerned about 
that," she said. 

LAP usually works with conflict 
resolution in the schools to encour­
age children to use methods other 
than violence to solve their prob­
lems, so picking up debris wasn't 
their usual activity. 

Jogi , Joleen Podtburg and 
Francine Blythe, however, said they 
enjoyed coming out and helping the 
community. 

Mary Rose Backhaus, Nadene 
Chavet and Carmen Shaffer came 
from the Americorps-U .S. 
Department of Agriculture group in 
northeas tern Nebraska, and spent 
Wednesday through Friday at the 

Homestead. 
They were most amazed by the 

debris they came across on and off 
the trails of the prairie. 

They came across several 2-by-4 
boards stuck in the ground . One 
which was pulled out was at least 
five feet long, with another three 
feet stuck in the ground. 

Backhaus said there was one 
board no one could pry out of the 
ground, it was lodged so tight. She 
said boards they couldn't remove 
are being flagged so crews can go 
back later and get them out. 

She said they found broken 
antique Fiesta dishes in four colors 
on the prairie, and said there must 
have been someone into crafts who 
lost belongings because they found 

Please turn to A-2 



Homestead 
From Page A-1 

some craft books. 

Chavet said that if any volun­
teers found any photos they were to 
save them and give them to 
Homestead staff, who would try to 
match them up with their owners. 

Backhaus said there were a lot of 
tools, such as rakes, found in the 
prairie grasses, and boards 10 to 15 
feet long with electrical wire and 
outlets connected, which may have 

been from a garage. 

Adolescent and Family Services 
occupational therapist Paula Allen 
and recreation therapist Tony 
Sanchez brought a group of eight 
youths from Lincoln from a resi­
dential program to help at-risk 
teenagers. 

Allen said part of their program 
is to volunteer in the community . 
One of the teens suggested helping 
out ih 'Bea'trice;' 'sb the' group 'too"k 
half a day off'cifschool to volunteer 

i :,' n :.i: ;d1,1 ,,. J;r1 :1 tlf f 111 

Clearing the prairie 
Americorps volunteers Charity Jogi, left, and Francine Blythe, right, 
pick up roofing debris on the Homestead National Monument of 
America prairie Friday afternoon. Homestead had 32 registered vol~ 
unteers helping to clear the prairie on Friday. 

PHOTO BY STEPHANIE GEERY-ZINK 

their time to help clear the prairie. 
John Seger, maintenance worker 

leader at Homestead, said he appre­
ciated the help. 

"It was a mess. It was a disas­
ter," he said. 

Already there have been eight 
truck loads taken to the city landfill, 
mostly filled with plywood, roofing 
materials and shingles. 

There is still a lot of work to do 
at Homestead, and Homestead park 
secretaty''ruld volunteer coordinator 
Susan Cook said she already knows 

of at least seven people coming in 
Saturday to volunteer. 

She said three Beatrice men with 
chainsaws and four people from 
Lincoln who saw Homestead super­
intendent Constantine Dillon on the 
television news Thursday night 
appealing for volunteers are com­
ing. 

Other volunteers from the 
Midwest Archeological Center in 
Lincoln and the National Park 
Service field office in Omaha are 
coming next w~k to help out. 
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Corps 
of t ·h'. e 

solu.tio:n 
Assembled from all over U.S., 

AmeriCorps team takes on 
variety of projects in county 

By FRANCES BORSODI ZAJAC 
Herald-Standard Staff Writer 

Since its members began arriving here 
last October, the first Fayette County Ameri­
Corps Team has tackled projects ranging 
from heritage preservation to cleaning up 
illegal dumpsites to organizing a food pro­
ject for the hungry. 

" It's been very fulfilling because of the 
kinds of work we are doing, " said Adam 
Baake, 22, of Bellingham, Wash. " You see 
di rect h P n Pfi t c. tn th~ rnmm11";h , _ " nu.1 o nA 

societies and developed a survey form (for 
the historic sites). I'm trying to develop a 
data base for anyone who comes into the 
area and is interested in the heritage," said 
Kelso. • 

The survey is expected to be completed 
by the end of the summer and copies will be 
given to the Regional Trails Corp. and all 
historical societies along the trail, including 
Connellsville Historical Society, Tri-Town 
Historical Society and Perryopolis Area Her­
itage Society. 

,_,, ___ "; __ C!~ ...... - - - .,. .. ,~•----- '-'" - • -- ._ 

We plan to do more meetings," Baake said. 
Developing a lo('al loan program: 

Baake is workin 11: with three -J(\/',:,l h " nlr c -
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long term. There's not many j~bs out ther.: 
where you feel every action has a concret1! 
benefit." 

The team, which has a commitment to 
work through the federal fiscal year that 
ends Sept. 30, consists of five young adult:; 
with diverse backgrounds. 

Baake, who has a history degree from 
Cornell University, is among the youngest of 
the group. The other is local woman Jaime 
Fecek, 22, of Brownsville, who has a degrel:! 
in public relations from California Universi­
ty. 

Team coordinator Susan Thagard, 28, of 
Pittsburgh, has a degree in fine art and a cer­
tificate in planning from the universities of 
Maryland and Utah. 

Craig Kelso, 25, is a native of Spring­
field, Mo., who has a bachelor's degree in 
history from Southwest Missouri State Uni­
versity. Last summer, he moved to Morgan­
town and is working on a master's degree in 
public history at West Virginia University. 

Amy Myers, 28, is a native of Atlanta, 
Ga., who has a bachelor's degree in political 
science from the University of Maryland and 
a law degree from Maryland Law School. 

"It's been very fulfilling 
because of the kinds of 
work we are doing ... You 
see direct benefits to the 
community - now and 
long term. There's not 
many jobs out there 
where you feel every 
action has a concrete 
benefit." 

.1. 

T -ADAM BAAKE 
.L - ......,,_, .. • Fayette County 

AmeriCorps Team member 

AmeriCorps is President Clinton ' s 
national service program, operated by the 
United States Departme!:1~ ~r_A~ricu_lture 

be;n ~~~ki~-g ~ ith USDA Rural Devel~p­
ment and Yough Sewage Authority to link 
funding sources with individuals not con­
nected to any sewage system in the Dawson­
Vanderbilt area. He has hosted two town 
meetings for the project which could affect 
up to 1,500 people. 

Kelso noted federal funding is available 
on a limited basis, but there is usually a five­
year waiting period. 

"My goal is to let them know there are 
options available and a possible source of 
funding," he said. 

National Road Heritage Park - Flat 
Iron Building: Kelso is working on a 
brochure for the Flat Iron Building in 
Brownsville which is expected to be opened 
to the public this fall as an interpretative and 
welcome center for the National Road. The 
brochure, which will be available on-site and 
through mailings, will include information 
on Brownsville and area sites. Kelso said 
Brownsville area artifacts, such as old pho­
tographs and postcards, can be donated to 
the interpretative center by contacting the• 
Brownsville Historical Society at Nemacolin 
Castle. 

East End Community Center: On May 
11, Myers led a team that included commu­
nity members and other v9lunteers as they 
made cosmetic improvements to the Union­
town center, located at 395 E. Main St. The 
center provides a safe haven for children to 
learn social and academic skills through 
one-on-one tutoring and mentoring pro­
grams. About 285 students participate each 
year. 

Faris Carpets and K-mart donated paint 
and other materials for the project , which 
included painting both the interior and exte­
rior of the center. 

"Ultimately, the roof needs repaired and 
they need shelves," said Myers. 

Fecek and Thagard were also involved 
with the project. 

Junk yards: Myers is producing an 
inventory of junk yards along the 'National 
Road in Pennsylvania with a goal of clean­
ing them up . 

"I've talked to three owners and they've 
been cooperative," said Myers. 

Myers said two junk yards in Brier Hill 
near the Peter Colley Tavern and 
Brownsville Drive-in were recently pur­
chased and the new owners are going to 
clean them up. 

She als_?_ said tht?re _is a p)~_n to_ replace a 

rnlt:gra oanK or rayeue \.-Oumy, rayeue 
Bank and Integra Bank of Was hington 
County - to develop a local low-interest 
program for property owners along the 
National Road. The program is a partnership 
with the National Road Heritage Park to pro­
vide loans at an interest rate under the prime 
rate. Owners who wish to rehabilitate his­
toric homes or businesses along the National 
Road can make application to the heritage '-· 
park. There are no income guidelines. Their 
requests will be reviewed by a committee of 
community members. The program will 
begin in early summer. 

"The program serves two purposes: it's a 
catalyst for community development and it 
improves the ·desirab'ility of the National 
Road as a tourist destination," said Baake. 

New interpretative center and head­
quarters: Baake is also working on a pro­
ject to convert one of the oldest garages on 
the National Road into an interpretative cen­
ter on 20th century uses of the road. Baake 
will not yet reveal the location btlt said it 
will be an adaptive use of a now-vacant 
structure. It will be restored into a 1920 
garage which includes the interpretative cen­
ter and National Road Heritage Park offices 
when completed. Artifacts pertaining to 
automobile travel and early 20th century 
will be accepted at a l_ater date. Funding for 
phase I will be available this summer. Baake 
said the project will not be completed until 
at least 1998. 

National Pike Festival: Baake is orga­
nizing an art-and-essay contest for elemen­
tary- and middle-school students along the 
National Road, using the theme, "Life 
Along the National Road." Thagard is work­
ing with officials to coordinate fe stival 
events, including entertainment and the 
wagon train. 

National Register of Historic Places 
nominations: Baake completed nominations 
for Centerville and Scenery Hill which will 
be placed before the state committee for 
review in June. If the nominations pass, the 
communities could expect to be on the 
National Register before the end of the year. 

Baake is also submitting applications for 
two additional properties - the Josiah Frost 
House at Searights, which is associated with 
the Searights Tavern, and the Doughtery 
Tavern in Donegal Township, Westmoreland 
County. • 

Supervising interns: Baake will super­
vise two interns obtained for the National 
Road Heritage Park from the Southwestern . . .. . - . ....... 
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n1:1:us m rerurn ror an eaucauonal awara, 
which may be used to pay for college, job 
t;aining, graduate school or to pay back stu­
dent loans. The majority of AmeriCorps 
members are working in partnerships with 
states, local governments and non-profit 
organizations. 

Locally, the Fayette County team is 
working through the Southwestern Penns} 1-
vania Heritage Preservation Commission 's 
internship program and is based in the 
National Road Heritage Park headquarters in 
Farmington. 

The heritage preservation commission 
put together the team, searchi_ng for mem­
bers who were interested in heritage devel­
opment. 

AmeriCorps sites are selected because 
they meet any of three criteria: empower­
ment, enterprise or champion zones. Fayette 
County is a champion community, meaning 
it has met specific income and unemploy­
ment levels. 

Here is a breakdown of the various pro­
jects that involve the Fayette County Ameri­
Corps Team: 

Youghiogheny River Trail: Kelso is 
compiling an inventory of historical sites 
that can be seen from 43 miles of the Yough 
River Trail North, which runs from McK­
eesport to Connellsville . Kelso estimated 
there are 30, including coke ovens, parch 
towns, the Overholt Distillery. He will then 
develop interpretative materials for the sites. 
Funding to produce the materials (possibly 
plaques) is not available at this time, but the 
program will be ready should funding 
become available. 

"I ' ve been going to various historical 

By FRANCES BORSODI ZAJAC 
Herald-Standard Staff Writer 

Since its members began arriving her_e 
last October, the first Fayette County Am~n­
Corps Team has tackle? projects r~ngmg 
from heritage preservat10~ _to cleaning up 
i Ile gal dumpsites to orgamzmg a food pro­
ject for the hungry. 

" [t's been very fulfilling because of tho! 
v :~ .rl (" .-.. ; \i. t A ... l,· •l! P ~ ~•;a ,.a !"\; ..-. o" ~:;1 -irf A.fi ,;. 'f':" 

aren w111 be recrmted to paint a mural on the 
new one. Funding for the Farmington project 
will he made through the National Road 
Heritage Park. 

Planting historic trees: A tree-planting 
ceremony will take place from Connellsville 
to Dawson May 25 along the Yough River 
Trail using seeds from famous trees. The 
work is being done in cooperation with the 
Regional Trails Corp. and Allegheny Power, 
which is supplying the trees. 

Myers said local officials can choose up 
to 20 trees from a variety of historic sources, 
such as a white ash from the Cincinnati 
home of Harriet Beecher .Stowe, author of 
"Uncle Tom's Cabin;" a paper birch from 
the Portsmouth, N.H., boarding home where 
father of the U.S. Navy, John Paul Jones, 
lived; a honey locust from the tree that pro­
vided shade to President Abraham Lincoln 
when he delivered the famed Gettysburg 
Address; a chestnut oak from Stratford Hall, 
Va., the birthplace of Robert E. Lee; an east­
ern redbud from the Glen Echo, Md., study 
.of American Red Cross founder Clara Bar­
ton; and sycamore seeds that were part of 
the official payload of Apollo 14 in 1971. 

Improving houses: Baake is working 
with USDA Rural Development to inform 
rural home owners about a grant-and-loan 
program for improvements to their property. 
One percent loans of up to $15,000 are 
available for low-income applicants while 
property owners 62 and older may be eligi­
ble for grants up to $7,500. Baake ha-; assist­
ed at information meetings in Vanderbilt and 
Dawson. 

"We've had small turnouts but positive 
results. I think we ' ve had five applicants. 

societies an<1 aeve10peu i:t :,u1 • <-J , v .... \ • V• 

the historic sites). I'm trying to dt:velop a 
data base for anyone _who co~es -in!,o ~e 
area and is interested m the hentage, said 
Kelso. 

The survey is expected to be completed 
by the end of the ~umrner ~d copies will be 
given to the Reg10nal Trails C?r~. and _all 
historical societies along the trail, m~ludmg 
Connellsville Historical Society, Tn-Town 
Histnri~al Societv and Perrvooolis Area Her-

tive plan for the S-B,dge, located in Wa<;h- .:=,,.."""'= ""-·""•,:,:_s•~·-===· ~ -:.!-~..-• .:.,•-~-.,.i!t. ... £ '2:r''"'?:'.2"::.!·"""<':!!!. !!!""'-!S--~~:£- ·~--!t!!- ~-~"[f•!:!··:::i· 8!~- S-~~~~ !l!!-~~ ~~---MJ,~~ ~~!l!!i- Pllotos~-!!!!~•!l!!~~::.!!!!!l■Jordan-·) 

ington County along the National Road. The I h 
bridge, one of four surviving bridges in n top P oto: Adam Baake and Craig Kelso help clean up the outside of the 
Pennsylvania and Ohio, is being restored East End Community Center, while Sarah Endriss (left) and Alex Rogers, 
through a federal program administered by both from the Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps, help freshen the inside 
PennDOT. Interns Renu Pavate, a graduate {photo above). 
student majoring in architecture from Wash­
ington State University, and Molly Miller, a 
historian from Hiriam College in Ohio , 
arrive May 20. 

Baake , Kelso and Ann Safel y, of the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Com­
mission as well as a National Road Heritage 
Park board member. are supervising four 
interns obtained from the heritage commis­
sion for the Fayette County Redevelopment 
Authority who will be conducting a survey 
of potential historic districts. They begin 
work in June. 

Rails to Trails: Thagard is workin,g as a 
liaison with the Pennsylvania Corps of Rails 
to Trails and the Allegheny Trail Alliance on 
a rail-trail maintenance study. It's a how-to 
guide on building and maintaining the trails 
that is aimed at assisting future projects. • 

"The idea is to be used by all trail groups 
across the country," said Thagard who is 
concentrating on the Pi ttsburgh-to-Cumber­
land segment. 

Thagard is also helping the Pennsylvania 
director of Rails to Trails on his greenway 
implementation program, which establishes 
a criteria for prioritizing efforts to build a 
trail. 

When her current projects are completed. 
Thagard will continue to assist these groups. 

Cleaning up: Fecek recently organized a 
cleanup with students and teachers from the 
Frazier SchooLPistrict and other volunteers 

We plan to do more m1!etings," Baake said. 
n .. v .. lnnino ~ lo,.s.1 loa n oro(>ram : 

to pick up trash along six miles of the future 
Yough River Trail North near Perryopolis. 
The group worked in cooperation with the 
Regional Trails Corp., Pennsylvania Clean 
Ways and Perryopolis Area Heritage Society 
to clean an area from Wickhaven to Round 
Bottom, and cleared 68 ac res of George 
Washington Grist Mill Park in Perryopol is. 
The group hauled six dump-truck loads of 
trash from the area. 

Fecek explained the students were able to 
obtain community service credits from Fra­
zier for the project. Students who complete a 
certain number of hours receive a certificate 
and an invitation to a banquet. Fecek pre­
pared for the effort by speaking at the high 
school along with a state geologist. 

"It was a: big success," said Fecek. 
USDA Summer gleaning project: Fecek 

is also organizing a project to rescue food 
that might otherwise be wasted from area 
restaurants, schools, catering services and 
grocery stores to be donated to the Fayette 
Co~nty Community Action Fopdbank in 
Uniontown. 

Fecek will lead a team of five additional 
AmeriCorps volunteers. Only eight states 
will receive teams for this program, which is 
new for the USDA and predominantly done 
in the South. 

"This team wants to make sure that the 
project lasts once they' re gone," said Fecek. 

Major partners are Linden Hall near 
Dawson and Nemacolin Woodlands in 
Farmington as well as Threshold Housing. 
The latter is providing office space for the 
gleaning team. 

Education: Fecek attempted to work 
with schools on an education project that fell 
through due to weather and teacher sched­
ules. 

However, she created a brochure on field 
trips to historical sites in Fayette County for 
students in grades kindergarten through 12. • 

All members of the team said they have 
enjoyed their work in the AmeriCorps pro­
grams so far. 

"It's been very fulfilling, " said Thagard. 
"For me, it's a great learning experience. 

I'm growing in leadership skills ," said 
Kelso. • 

" You're learning how the world works," 
said Fecek. • 

"It's an excellent opportunity to work 
with community leaders," said Baake. 

Noted Thagard, "It's nice to take on.,,pro-­
jects that people atways wished could be 
taken on but never are." 

Members say it's likely another Ameri­
Corps team will be assigned to Fayette 
County in October. 

For more information on any AmeriCorps 
projects, members can be reached at the 
National Road Heritage Park at 329- 1560. 
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.Clinton representative visits to study waterst:ied pro·grams 
Christie Tanner were at the Brick Hall to meetl those people are now planning careers in the 
Berg, who is the national AmeriCorps leader. • ,.-, more technical aspe-.'1.s of environmental sci­~- '- Lake--COUAty officials spre_ctd _, 

• , .news·bf:watershed concerns -
.By_B08 CARROLL 
'tor the Record-Bee . . 

LAKE COUNTY Watershed awareness, 
win.ch has generated environmental work by 
schoolchildren, agencies, :and volunteers, .also 
brought a representative of }>resident Clinton to 
t.he countv Thursday. - . . 

Joel Berg, a Clinton appointee to the_ U.S. 
~e:nt of Agriculture,. visited Lake ·ca_un~ 
tv and learned about local watershed orgamza~ 
ti;ru, projects, _ and.activities. CoUJltY, s!at~. ~d 
federal agenci~, along ~th ooncerne_d individu­
als • were on hand Thursday to show .. Berg that 
~ty residents value their watei:shed environ-
ment-. 

Lake- County District l Supervisor Helen 
Whible-v. who was at Lower Lake Brick Hall to _, 

greet Berg and: to judge some student watershed 
. projects on display there, said she believe_s e-0un­
tv. . resiaents--are grovting more aware of the 
county·s inyaluab1e watershed systems. "Groups 
working o_n. watershed concerns are coming 
together here for the fust time," Whitney said, 
adding that a spirit of cooperation and ste,vard-
ship has been growing for years. . 

Len· Kashuba, the district consen,ationist for 
Natural Resources Conservation Services, 
which is part of the U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture, offered praise for one of Clinton's -programs 
- AmeriCorps. A domestic program that uses 
young people_in many senrice roles, AmeriCorp-s 
is partially modeled on the Peace Corps. "I've 
been a federal employee for 25 years, and of all 
the conservation programs I've seen, Ameri­
Coros works the be3t" Kashuba said. "It's a 
hands-on,_ people-orie~ted program aime<l at 
meeting foe needs of rural communities." 

A.meriCorps representatives Chris Auld and 

According to Olga Clymire, Lake • County ~ ence, the- group d0€s a tremendous amount of 
Office of Educatio:rren~ental- spe~list,4.hands-on work around-.th~ county. "Our p€.ople 
the 23-year-old Auld, who dir_ecls the ·environ- 1complete 200 hours of -classroom instruction~ -­
mental part of the local AmeriCorps program, e:· d 1,040 hours of on-the-job training" Bro~ 
has played a major role in consolidating the . aid. Besides classroom~ and technical' studies 
watersh~ groups in ~e county. "Am.eriCorps is . . group does stream cleanout, flood cleanup: 
a ,vond:=nul opp_o~ty for y<J~g people t~ d~- ·-, . ion control, roadwor)!;:, tree planting, -and 
some~g _ positive for their community,, caTnpgro~d preparation at local parks, among 
Clymrre said . ._ otl;ler projects. . 

Earl Bro,vn is another major player in water~ fiuring his tour, Berg ,·looked at dozens of 
shed stewardship. Brown, wh~ works for the .. wa~hed educational projects - drawings, 
Lake Coun~y C?I'ee~ ?enter, smiled i,y-hen asked post}?rs, and essays - completed by local stu­
his formal Job title. Im the Ecosystem :Manage- • dent$ for the 1996 Education School Contest. 
m~nt Project_ Coordinator," he said. ~So I \Vork Org~zed for the past eight years by Frank 
,v1th and tram 18 employees on envrronmental Meisenbach, the director of East Lake Resource 
proje~ts ." _ ConserYation District, the contest gives young 

Usmg Department 01 Labor grant funds, the people from kindergarten through hio-h school 
career center has employed the 18 county resi- the opportunity to win savings bonds ~d other 
dents for a variety of tasks. Although some of awards. 



Attending the Ameri• 
Corps ceremonies in River­
front Park on Tuesday were: 
Standing left to right, Jeff 

Mason County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
accepted its certificate of 
appreciation at the Ameri­
Corps ceremony on Tues-

The U.S.D.A./F.S.A. Illi­
nois Valley AmeriCorp team 
hosted closing ceremonies 
on August 20 at the River 
Park Bed and Breakfast in 
Havana. Members Mary 
Catherine Peters (left) and 
Jennifer Clark (right) pre­
sented Wes Hilst, owner of 

The Mason County Democrat, August 28, 1996, Sec. 2, Page 3 

Clark (COC), David King 
(RC&D), John Schaffer 
(COC), Kevin Donoho 
(NRCS). Seated, Joyce 

!fay. Administrative coordi-
. nator Lori Theisen, 
Resource Conservationist 
Duane Himmel, SWCD 

the River, Park facility with 
a plaque. Hilst and his wife, 
Dixie, have been most sup• 

Matthews, chairperson of 
Illinois State FSA Commit­
tee and Lori Theisen, admin­
istrative coordinator. 

Chairman Randy Fornoff 
and District Conservationist 
Kevin Donoho accepted the 
certificate. 

portive of the AmeriCorps 
team in numerous capaci­
ties. 



Rod Atterberry, Illinois 
FSA AmeriCorps Coordina­
tor, was assisted at the clos-

(iht r1,so~ 

5(!C,, [_ I 1Jo" 

ing ceremonies on Tuesday 
by his daughter, Chantel. 
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Tree planted 
in Blowers 
Park for each 
Oklahoma 
City victim 

BRAD DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

With the memories of last April's 
• Oklahoma City bombing still fresh 

and vivid, Ann Turner said Tuesday 
she wanted to plant the first tree at 
Blowers Park. 

. ~ f) 
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Cou~~/ News/Cathy Bernar~y 

"It meant a lot to rnc/ she said 
while pointing her muddied gloves 
toward a small fir seedling. 

When Turner, a Tennessee-native, 
heard about the c,;p losion of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building 
one year ago, she wondered about 
her sister-in-law who works for the 
government in Oklahoma City. 

'I 'm really proud to be 
a part of this project.' 

-Ann Turner, 
Ameri Corps member 

"I wasn't sure what building she 
worked in," Turner recalls . "And 
then I rememberei1 that she brought 
her kids to a day-care center. That's 
when I really started worrying." 

As it turned out, Turner's relative 
worked al a different location, but 
the memories of that event are still 
with her. Last Friday, mourners 
from across America marked the 
event with moments of silence and 

flome t ime out from visiting with Waseca relatlvas to try out ths slldflS and 
equipment "t Clear Lel<e Perk on Tu esday afternoon . See TREES, Page 3A 

·or rescue work Testimony wraps 
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Continued from Page 1 A 

tolling bells. 
lo Waseca County, the memorial 

continued this week, as members of 
lhc AmcriCorps set out Tuesday 
morning lo plan, 168 trccs--0ne 
for each person killed in the e,cplo­
sion-at Blowers Parle 

Turner, who works out of the 
Fairmont office, was one of eight 
Amcr iCorps members planting 
spruce, fir, balsam and fiaw!hom 
seedlings along a hills ide in the 
JY.d!k. 

"It's a wonderful remembrance," 
said Waseca member Jamie Berndt. 

The trees were donated by the 
Waseca Soil and Water Conserva­
tion District. The group also plans 
to erect a sign commemorating the 
u-ce grove. 

'Tm really proud to be n parr of 
this project.," said Turner. 

Right: Ann Tumor plants one 
of the 168 memorial seed­
lings Tuesday at Blowers 
Park_ 

Co1.1nry Nows/Ornd Oa,ia 

Waseca likely will not pursue housing grant 
BRAD DAVIS 
Starr Reporter 

Two Minnesoo foUlldations have 
• teamed up this month lo establish a 
S25 mi1Iion fund to help finance 
development of affordable housing 
in rural parts of tbe state. . 

TI1e McKnight Foundation com­
mi ttcd $20 million while the 
Blandin Foundation kicked in $5 

- n lO create the Greater Min­
a Housini? Fund. This fund 

nomic growth, where n shortage of 
housing is hindering business ex­
pansion. 

"Affordable housing is critical to 
attracting jobs and people lo keep 
our economy growing," said Gov. 
Ame Carlson in a recent news re­
lease. "Many companies want to 
expand in Minncsot.i llul will not 
do so unless potential employees 
can f1nd suitable homes." 

In Waseca, community develop­
ment d irector Pam Lazaris saitl 

housing locally. bu t she dido '1 
think the city will seek th is grant 
money ID build new homes. 

"I'm sure Lhere's not lhe amount 
of affonl11ble housing that con­
sumers care to sec," said Lazari s_ 
But she said the value of existing 
homes in Waseca is a liulc lower 
than SlalC average, making the local 
housi.ng man.ct afford.able compared 
to other rural communities. 

The issue of affordable housing 
tatc Minneso ta was high­

!1\ci vr;ir '" ~,ate Enmomic 

Vitality and Affordable Housing re­
port , which found that growth in 
rural parts of the state over the last 
five years has led lo a shorw.gc of 
housing for entry-level and lower­
paid workers. 

The report stated that an est i­
mated 5,600 new affordable housing 
units are needed around the slate, 
with another 6,700 single-family 
u11i~ i11 need of rehabili tation . 

Clh .. 

The Waseca Count) 
office has fil ed a for 
against a Waseca man 
tumi:ig to jail last week 

Ricky Lee Engstro, 
allowed work release w 
a 90-llay sentence. He 1 

a job; though, but was 
leave jail the morning 
April 15, to <lrop off 
ploymen1 applications. 
dercd to return by noo 
once he was done. 

Engstrom did not rc11 
not found by local law , 
orricia\s until last Thur: 

Engstrom had been s 
third -degree criminal 
conduct and placed on 1 
Scp1embcr. He was g. 
day sentence March 27 
tcr he admitted to nc 
conditions of his prooo 
Minnesota Dcranmen 
tions . TI1osc included r 
a sex off ender as rcqu 
con~uming or possess 
hol ; and completing c 
pcndcncy trcalmcnt ru 
recommendations witli · 
the September sentenci 

School be 
rollerblac 
onprope 

Rollcrblading on 
School District grour 
itcd . 

c hool Boa· 
• ni: atldeodu 
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AmeriCorps · 1/1~ 
deserves support fr'~ 
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< 
of gaining an educa1ion with the help of 
their AmeriCorps educational support. 
One young black man who was born and 
raised In New York City spoke with 

In my judgment, AmeriCorps Is an excitement about gaining an education 
eHicient and productive program that so that he could become a positive role 
deserved the serious support of all model. He Indicated that in his childhood. 
political parties. .. . ., he had seen far too many negative role 

Amer!Corps combines the desirable . models, Individuals who had achieved 
characteristics of two previous federal financial success via social ly destructive 

endeavors. . . 
programs that are almost universally 
acclaimed. • • During nearly four · de~ades of serving 

First , the CCC program of the 1830s as a professor of economics, thousands 
e m p I o y e d yo u n g p e op I e I n of. young people have enrolled In one or 
envlronmentally productive programs. more of my classes. The AmeriCorps 
This economist Is still thrlled each time volunteers who worked with me last 
he sees the beautiful fac ili ties week clearly would rank very highly In 
constructed by the CCC at Itasca State . terms of enthusiasm and commitment to 
Park, and at such a low opponun!ty cost. . : achieve academic success . 

s·econd, the G! blll following World .. ~' I urge support for the continuance of 
War II proved to be a hlghly productive th is outstanding program. • 
Investment In human capital. . Paul Thompaon 

Last week. It was my prlvlleQe to work 211 BHch St. 
closely with a multi-racial team ..of Mankato 
hard-working AmerlCorps volunteers. I 
They vlgorously bounded Into the mud 
and water of · the Le Sueur River, • 
removing obstructions from the stream. It 
was obvious that they had learned to 
love and reepect one another and that 
they felt a pride In their accompllshmente ,1· 
of environmental Improvement . 

They spoke to me about their dreams 



Attachment to Site 11eport Y41E 

S.tudents offer hope for Bear Creek 
.. , . 

By ALBERTO ENRIQUEZ 
olthe Mall l ribune 

A lengthening list of hands-on re­
search and cleanup projects by stu-

• dents along Bear Creek could prove 
a waUrshed in the checkered his­
tory: o.f ;one or lhe state's most pol­
luted- streams. 

Those working with the students 
say 1oday's papier-mache creek 
modeler could well be the informed 
citizen policy-maker of tomorrow. 

Al last count, the Bear Creek 
Watershed Council says students 
rangi_1_1g _ from third grade through 
high school in four different school 
districl,; are involved in no less than 
16 individual projects, coordinat.ed 
through the council's 2-year-old 
Committee for Public Information 
and Education. Sludcnls are raising 
and releasing salmon fingerllngs, • 
planting trees, cleaning up old tires 
and shopping carts, and learning 
about the complicated balancing 
ace of resource managemenL 

Committee chairman Richard 
Barbara, a fifth .grade teacher at 
Hoover Elementary, which lhls 
year "ll,dopled" Lazy Creek (a Bear 
Cr<>cK frihutary near the school) 
says the committee's chief aim is to 
make a difference for both children 
and the -creek. 

"Our goal is not onl)' to get kids 
invoh•ed in real science hut lo make 
an improvement," Barbara said, 
.. because Bear Creek is in sore 
need." 

Barbara's fifth -grade students 
arc f?,cusing • on measuring and 

Source: Bear C1eBI< Wale1shad Courtdl 

charting stream-now rates and 
drawing connections lo locaJ agri­
cuJluraJ practices. B~ause Bear 
Creek also f\Jnclions as a conduit for 
irrigation water, its greatest flows 
are typically in the summer, not lhe 
winter as would nonnally be ex­
pected. Mak.ing real-world connec­
tions has dramatic educationaJ im­
pacl 

"They gel a lol more enthusiastic 
In sctence class when they're doing 
science lhat means something," 
Barbara says. 

But the committee's work 
stretches far beyond individual 
school teachers and one-time field 
trips. 

Committee member Pam Zaklan, 
who teaches al Mf!dford's Howard 

Mail Tnbune 

Elementary School, says interested 
Ceachers can benelil from the 
shared experience of olhcrs who 
have tackled Bear Creek projects 
with their students. 

ZakJan's fourth-, fifth-, and si>cth­
grade students also benefit from the 
perspeclives gleaned from other 
schools, and even other districts. 
Studeulc; from Crater lli~h's "Land 
Lab" regularly visil Zaklan's class­
room. 

In the past year, ZakJan's slu­
tlenls have raised and released sal­
mon fingerlings, taken waler­
quality samples, made rl,!bbings of 
slrearnside tree leaves and bark, 
"adopted" a stretch of BMr Creek 
north of the McAndrews Ro~d 
Hridge - and committed to twice-

L 

yearly cleanups. 
"The kids see the shopping carts 

and the old tires and they don't like 
il," ZakJan says. "This gives them a 
sense or pride and ownership in the 
creek." 

Elsewhere in the Bear Creek 
watershed, students are tackling 
projects reflecling local concerns. 
Talent Middle School has adopted 
Wagner Creek, sampling !ls flov,· 
from forest, through farm, then cily 
and finally into Bear Creek. Ash­
land sludents are invol\'ed in pro­
jects ranging from a proposed wet­
lands lo treat storm-drain waler, Co 
a Lithia Park educational kiosk on 
Ashland Creek. 

These programs at the 
elementary-, middle• and high ­
school level are more than just aca­
demic. Bob Pierce, who coordinates 
the watershed council's activities 
for the Rogue Valley Council or 
Governments, says the education 
committee is the official education 
arm of a long-term Bear Cre-ek 
cleanup effort. 

Bear Creek has been rated sec­
ond worst in the sUlle in terms ofils 
average daily load or ammonia, 
phosphorous, organic matter and 
other fish-killing, oxygen-robbing 
substances. (The dubious honor of 
being first goes to suburban Port­
land's Tualatin Creek.) 

Public· education efforts - car­
ried out by the education commit­
tee - are a required part of the 
Oregon Department of Environ­
mental Quality's strateg;• lo clean 
up lhe creek. 
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Roof to 
Garden 

Diane Mangham, left, 
and Lenolia Talton dis­

connect a downspout on 
Northeast Ainsworth 

Street as part of a Port­
land program to keep 

rainwater out of the 
city's wastewater treat­

. 1J1ent. facilities. 
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EnviroCorps members disconnect 
dllWDSD.OUIS::fOri,,Cl.e.an::rivers 
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Members of EnviroCorps dis·:. 
, connected downspouts at several 

homes in Northeast Portland in 
April. 

Their efforts were part of a Bu~ 
reau of Environmental Services 
project to reduce combined sewer 
overflows to the Columbia Slough 
and the Willamette River. 

Many downspouts drain di­
rectly to the combined sewer sys­
tem, where the storm water mixes 
with sewage and overflows to the 
river or slough. Disconnecting 
downspouts allows water to be 
sent to gardens or lawns instead. 

Environmental Services. 
launched the program this spring 
with . the goal . of disconnecting 
downspouts at over 12,000 homes 
over the next several years. • - : 

' -·. 1n · addition to S EnviroCorps, 
neighborhood and <_:ommunity • • 

. groups are canvassing Northeast 
Portland to sign homeowners up 
for. disconnection . . ·, 

; ,., -They've also formed volunteer 

EnviroCorps member Cheng Cha disconnects a downspout in Northeast Port-
• land to help keep pollution out of the Columbia Slough. 

work teams to.disconne<::t .some of. to have them do the work. 
the downspoU:ts .'and:e'~rn:money - • EnyiroCorps has been trained 
doing it . . :••:\ 11.::t(·;;;,:iiiil~:-;, i.';, by Environmental • Services . to ·.·., 

Homeov.ners _, riiaY, ;choose to ; • provide downspout disconnect 
disconnect'their:'o~,;yii:downspouts • • · guidance '. . to community ·•work · 
or have the ccimmunity'groups.do ;. teams: ' · • • 
it. Conimunity gr~up~ earn $13 ;: '.: :Homeowners are reimbursei 
for eachidownspout'<they''discon- ( $53 per downspout they disco~~ . 
nect' for liomeowne.rs who.clioo~e: • riect. . • 
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Blazing trails at Hope 
AmeriCorps workers, Fred Measmer, Joan aid, as well as students from low-income families 
Mansfield, Sherry Midgette; and David Bateman for whom ·student aid is ,in.adequate. It also 
spread inarl- on the newly opened trails in the allows some citizens to leave public assistance in 
lands. surrounding Historic Hope. The workers · order to serve their communities. The marl is 
are · part of the Ointori program which provides reject material · trucked in from PCS Phosphate in 
college aid i_n return for work to those middle- Aurora. (See related story on Page 5) (Photo by 
class fam ilies who would be ineligible for such Annette Pierce). 

_i, 



AmeriCorps-.workers 
are blazing 'ol_d_'· trail_s 
around H_ope Plal}ta!ton 
By Annette. Pierce 
StaffV(riter . • . 

WINDSOR - The Clinton Ad­
ministra.tion's creation - Ameri­
Corps - is blazing trails at His­
toric Hope in Windsor. • 

In fact;· the team leader,· Sherry 
Midgette;_ said they call themselves 
"The Trail B}aws." 

New trails are being opened in a 
28-acre tract of woodland surround­
ing Historic Hope, complete with 
bridges over the streams. 

Administrator Lisa Briley of His­
toric Hope Foundation said rejected 
materials - marl - are being 
brought in from PCS Phosphate 
mining operation (formerly Texas 
Gulf) whose fossils produced the 
Aurora Fossil Museum. 

The marl is being shoveled onto 
the trails for tourists visiting the 
Center. • 

A team of four AmeriCorps 
workers are opening the new trails 
under the ~upervision of Tim Gar­
rett who designed the Wetlands 
Walk in Windscr and used a similar 
design for Hope's bridge on a 
'smaller scale. • 

Garrett is •projects coordinator of 
Mid-East Resource Conservation 
and Deveopment Council (RCD) 
under whom the AmeriCorps wcrk­
ers· are operating. 
' The AmeriCorps coordinator is 

Rodney Johnson out of the Edenton 
office. 
• • Briley said John Stallings who is 
on Historic Hope's Board of Direc­
tors arid i$'Chainnan of the Board of 
Mid~_East has worked on the project 
alon~~witli Jim Kea. 

,Kea'is the Area Specialired Agent 
of~f"9rest Resources of N.C. Coop­
~ve Extension Agency who iden­
'¥fi~. b'ee!i ·and laj_d off the trails. 
... Other planners were Tom Potter, 
N,at~ Trail Specialist with N.C. 
Division of Parks and Recreation 

and local Boy Scout troops. 
Briley said volunteers will be 

needed to work and maintain the 
trails as a· condition of Historic 
Hope receiving grants. 

The four AmeriCorps worlcers are 
team leader Sherry Midgett from 
Pasquotank County, 'Fred Measmer 
from Pasquotank County, David 
Bateman from Perquimans County, 
and Joan Mansfield from 
Perquimans County . 
. They are working with Doug 

Thomas, caretaker of Hope. 
Midgett said the members of the 

team perform 1700 hours of work 
- which takes about a year - and 
receive a stipend which goes toward 
college tuition. 

Americorps which the Clinton 
administration created to assist col­
lege students in "earning" tuition, 
is a part of the United States De­
partment of Agriculture. 

Midgett said AmeriCorps is di­
·verse by race, gender and educa­
tional level, but they feel a sense of 
"family," wanting to give some­
thing back to the environment 

She said the team will also be 
working on projects in Camden, 
Pasquotank, and Hyde Counties. 

They will be at Historic Hope on 
and off for about two more weeks 
perfooning back-breaking lab<r. 

Midgette said AmeriCorp~ is one 
of the programs under fire 1n Wash­
ington and facing extinction. 

AmeriCorps has been likened to 
President _John Kennedy's Peace 
Corps which focused on sending 
workers to other countries. 

According to Vice-President Al 
Gore, " ... this program 
(AmeriCorps) • isl,Jocused on our 
country and our communities, en­
abling AmeriCorps members to go 
on and get their education, atld even 
more importantly, unleashing vol­
unteer energy and enthusiasm." 

37-L 



•rst spring river cleanup a success 
People came from near and far to help make the first spring cleanup up of 

the New River, held May 11, a greaL success. Sponsored by the National 
Committee for the New River, the eftort drew volunteers from as far away 
as;Raleigh. 
~olunteers, 119 in all, cleaned over 30 miles of the river during the event, 

RECE_IVEO JUN 2 19$ 

which got under­
way at 9 a.m. at 
New River 
Outfitters and 
General Store in 
Crumpler. ''I'm 
tickled to death 
with the 
turnout," Lisa 
Bare, office 
manager and 
events coordina­
tor for the 
National 
Committee for 
the New River, 

said. Cl 
Avery JROTC eanup crew PHOTO BY LINDA BURCHl:TTe 

and Americorps Kellye Orange, Trevor Baker. Reid Cloud (in canoe) 
workers with the participated in the first spring river cleanup held May 
Mt. Valley J J at New River Outfitters and General Store in 
R e s O u r c e Scorrvi/le. Over four tons of trash were collected during 
Conservation and the event. 
Development 
office in 
Asheville work~d alongside a number of local 
residents, including students from ~orthwest 
Ashe High School. ·• • • 

Volunteers, using canoes and walking the 
rivcrbartks, collected over four ·cons of trash, 
including 75 tires, a stove, kitchen sink and a 
multitude of cans, bottles and plastics. Other 
volunteers manned the registration tables, 
assigning individuals and groups to <iifferent 

• I areas. 
New River State Park employees, using 

trucks on loan from Skyline Telephone and 
the North Carolina Soil and Water 
Conservation Department, picked up the col­
lected trash. 

The project began as a request from New 
River Outfitters to prepare the river for the 
summer, so those using the river for canoeing, 
fishing and other activities, could enjoy it 
more, Bare said. The turnout was so good, the 
committee will probably sponsor another one 
next spring, Bare said. 

An annual clean-up up of waterways 
throughout North Carolina, called Big Sweep, 
is held statewide in the fall. This year the 
event, which is sponsored by First Citizens 
Bank. is scheduled for Sept. 21. 

The National Committee for the New River 

I 

. is usually heavily involved with the project and 
will probably be helping to coordinate Big 
Sweep again this year, Bare added. 
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Volunteers· pull trash from New Rive( 
• I • • • 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS , pulling it out of the mud," he told The committee also held a ~ ,: '_q 
JEFFERSON - More than 1,00 the Winston-Salem Journal. cleanup which netted eight tons.of·;·/ 

volunteers spend part of their week- Morrison, a resident of Ararat, trash, said Lisa Bare, the event's I 
end cleaning up a 30-mHe stretch of Va., was among 119 volunteers who coordinator. • · I 

. the New River. paddled canoes on the river to tr'oll • The catches by the volunteers 
Roger V. Morrison's biggest for trash. included tires, beer cans and plastic 

catch of the day wasn't a carp, The event was sponsored by bottles, all destined for disposal at 
muskellunge or smallmouth bass. the National Committee for the the Ashe County landfill They also 

It was an old, rusty oven.. New River, which hopes to perform found a washing machine, a stove ·. 
"It took quite a..~!t of doing, a similar spring cleanup annually. • and even a kitchen sink in the river. ' 
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~nd cable service to remote areas 
: citi­
>rded 
ri ce. 
ltant 
new 

per­
ue to 
nt 3 
, last 

s 10 
area, 
calls 

for sys tem u pgrades within five years. 
company spokesmen said. 

schools and a 2 percent cost of living 
increase to county employees. holds 
the property tax rate at 62 cents per 
$100 valuation; 

lower truces and less regulation on 
business - not a county-owned in­
dustrial park - is the best way to fos­
ter economic development; 

In other action Tuesday night, 
com.missioners: 
■ said they want school officials to 

consider realigning dis trict bounda­
ries to make better use of existing 
classroom space. "If they're not doing 
anything, we might want to take ac­
tion to force it," said E.T. Vanhoy; 

■ gave engineers the OK to seek 
state approval for a new lined landfill. 
The 19-acre site. located across Long 
Creek from the current landfill. would 
be lined with compacted clay and a 
plastic tarpaulin to satisfy federal 
laws. It's scheduled to open by Janu­
ary 1, 1998; 

■ approved a committee's recom­
mendation to use $202,000 in state 
money for five Community Based Al­
ternatives programs for troubled 10-
to 17-year-olds; 

■ was told the proposed 1996-97 
county budget will b e available for 
public inspection Thu rsday in the 
county manager's office. The budget. 
which would give more mo~ey to 

■ was told by Kelly Hastings that 
government shouldn't get involved in 
speculative land deals. Hastings said 

■ and appointed 14 people to a 
Cleveland County Justice Partnership 
advisory board, and re-appointed Pat­
ricia Bell to the county Commission 
for Women -

The Associated Press 

Americorps· volunteers clean river 
By Courtney Lutt 
Star staff writer 

Despite the sizzling heat. six volunteers from 
Asheville worked Tuesday to clean up the trash 
surrounding the Broad River. 

The volunteers are members of the Arneri­
corps team of Asheville. Americorps is President 
Clinton's national service program. A non-profit 
organization. it is devoted to critical environ­
mental. educational. a.'1d public safety issues. 
The volunteers. in Boiling Springs unW today, 
h ave filled countless trash bags with litter from 
the trails and beaches by the river. 

The Broad River Cleanup is part of the Ameri­
corps team of Asheville's one year service project 
to restore the trout streams of western North 
Carolina. 

Since 1911 

The team is sponsored by the Resource Con ­
servation Development Program. 

~Americorps works to improve the water qual­
ity and wildlife habitat of the streams," said Ben 
Robinson, the RC&D District Conservationist of 
Cleveland County. ~we want to protect natural 
resources so we sponsored the clean-up." 

Trish Whitefie!d. a recent graduate of Mal) 
Washington College in Fredericksburg, Va., vol 
unteers her time to pay back student loans. 

~r want~d a way to pay back my loans in , 
timely fashlon, so I joined Americorps. For 170( 
hours of work I get just under $5,000 toward: 
my loans. Plus , I get to work outside, · sai< 
Whitefield. Americorps offers $2,300 for volun 
teers who work 900 hours. 

Vacating our "original" 
102 South LaFayette Street Building 

the biennial convention 
:mvention Center. 

and relocating to 9-13 North LaFayette Street 
(presently Wray Mart Outlet) 

-- -- - - ... -



/ 
/ T . U. News.dcx 

AmeriCorps' Trout Stream Restoration Project 

The environmental AmeriCorps team of Asheville is participating in a 
one year service project on the restoration of Western North Carolina 
streams. AmeriCorps, the President's National Service Program, was 
developed to address critical issues, such as the environment, human 
services, public safety, and education. The team consists of six members. 

The AmeriCorps team of Asheville is working out of the Mountain 
Valleys Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council Office 
located in the Asheville Office Park. The Mountain Valleys RC&D Council 
is a non-profit organization that addresses natural resource problems and 
needs on a regional basis. The RC&D Council is composed of a group of 
volunteers from the counties of Buncombe, Cleveland, Henderson, Madison, 
McDowell, Polk, Rutherford, and Transylvania. The RC&D Program; 
itself, is a program of the US Department of Agriculture and is administered 
by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), formerly the Soil 
Conservation Service. The AmeriCorps team will be working with three 
RC&D Councils in Western NC. 

Some of the stream restoration projects to date that the AmeriCorps 
team has worked on include: cleaning trout streams, stabilizing 
streambanks, providing fish habitat structures, and educating tbe public on 
environmental conservation. The team has been using recycled Christmas 
trees for trout habitat structures by placing in, local area lakes, planting live 
willow stakes on the riverbanks of various rivers, removing pollutants from 
streams, educating area students about aquatic life, and participating in 
stream stocking with the NC Wildlife Resources Commission. Another of 
the exciting projects team members JJarticipated in was the "CATCH 
Program" at the Trout Festival held in Waynesville last month. Upcoming 
proJects include: kick seine demonstrations on local streams, stream clean­
ups, and conducting tours at the Pisgah Fish Hatchery in Transylvania 
County. 

If anyone knows of a stream in need, or knows of a possible related 
project; please call AmeriCorps at (704) 252-4936. 

(written for Land-of-Sky T.U. Newsletter 5/31/96) 
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